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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Blossoms in Anna
Spring blossoms were on display during a bright and sunny day late last 

week in Anna. The picture was taken Friday afternoon. Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church and the First Evangelical Presbyterian Church can be seen on the right.

High of 74 degrees in Union County

February warmest on record in Illinois
The second month of 

2017 broke a record for 
warm temperatures in Il-
linois.

A number of days with 
high temperatures in the 60s 
and 70s made last month 
the warmest February on 
record for Illinois, accord-
ing to state climatologist 
Jim Angel at the University 
of Illinois’ Illinois State 
Water Survey at Urbana-
Champaign.

The statewide average 
temperature for February 
was 40.5 degrees, which 
was 9.6 degrees above nor-
mal – beating the previous 
record of 40.0 degrees set 
back in 1998.

February was dry, too, 
in Illinois. The statewide 
average precipitation for 
February was 0.7 of an inch, 
1.36 inches below normal 
and the ninth driest Febru-
ary on record.

The Illinois State Water 
Survey at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign, a division of the 
Prairie Research Institute, 
is the primary agency in Il-
linois concerned with water 
and atmospheric resources. 

Record Warmth in Re-
gion

Record warmth also was 
reported during February 
in Western Kentucky and 
Southeast Missouri.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported on its website that 
February “was a very warm 
month across our region, 
with temperatures running 
8 to 10 degrees above nor-
mal.”

Paducah and Cape Gi-

rardeau established their 
warmest Februarys on re-
cord. 

“Daytime highs in the 
60s and 70s were fairly 
common,” the weather ser-
vice reported. “Average 
temperatures for the month 
finished right near what you 
would expect in a typical 
March.”

February records set in 
the region included:

Paducah: Record high 
of 72 degrees set on Feb. 
7.  Record high of 75 set 
on Feb. 20. Record high of 
72 tied on Feb. 22. Record 
high of 74 set on Feb. 24. 
Warmest February on re-
cord, breaking the previous 
record set in 1976 by 1.9 
degrees.

Cape Girardeau: Record 
high of 65 set on Feb. 6. 
Record high of 73 set on 
Feb. 7. Record high of 71 
set on Feb. 11. Record high 
of 73 tied on Feb. 20. Re-
cord high of 71 set on Feb. 
22. Warmest February on 
record, breaking the previ-
ous record set in 1992 by 
1.6 degrees. Most number 
of days at or above 70 in 
February with six days.

The region also was drier 
than normal during Febru-
ary, with “the most notable 
area” being mainly north 
of the Ohio River across 
Southern Illinois and south-
west Indiana and also over 
into portions of Southeast 
Missouri.

Cape Girardeau had the 
fourth driest February on 
record, with 1.06 inches of 
precipitation. 

Snow was described as 
being “practically nonex-

istent with no measurable 
snow falling for the whole 
month for most communi-
ties.”

February Weather in 
Union County

The high temperature 
reached 74 during Febru-
ary in Union County.  The 
temperature was recorded 
on Feb. 20.

Weather observer Dana 
Cross of Jonesboro said 
that the average high tem-
perature during February 
was 58.

The low temperature for 
February in the county was 
15, which was recorded on 
Feb. 4. The average low 
was 36.

Precipitation for the 

month totalled 1.21 inches. 
The most precipitation in a 
24-hour period was .76 of 
an inch, which was mea-
sured on Feb. 7. 

No snow was recorded 
during February in the 
county.

Precipitation for 2017 
through the end of Febru-
ary totalled 3.56 inches.

Jonesboro School hosts special guest

Program highlights reading, character building
By Amber Skelton

Cleveland basketball 
player turned motivational 
speaker Corey Jones vis-
ited Jonesboro Elementary 
School on Tuesday, Feb. 
21, to give presentations 
on bullying and promoting 
reading.

Jones demonstrated a 
number of tricks with a 
basketball, including jug-
gling and helping students 
spin a ball on their fingers. 

He also signed a basket-
ball with another ball spin-
ning on his pen. “That’s my 
signature trick,” he joked. 
He told the teachers that 
he also calls it “creative 
writing.”

Jones’ focus with the 
elementary students was 
“patient listening” and not 
simply knowing things, but 
applying that knowledge to 
their behavior. As in each 
of his appearances, he gave 
away the signed basketball 
to the first volunteer to say 
thank you for a previous 
prize.

Jones has played bas-
ketball for much of his life. 
He is the fourth all-time 
scorer at Walsh University 
in Ohio and was inducted 
into their hall of fame.

In 2003, during his ju-
nior year of high school 
at St. Vincent-St. Mary in 
Ohio, he played as a starter 
when his team won both 
the state and USA TODAY 
national championship. 
This team included NBA 

Some special help
Kasandra Jackson spun a basketball on her finger with a little help from 

basketball player Corey Jones. Photo by Amber Skelton.

Eager volunteers
Jones made the students a part of the show  by using volunteers and the 

entire group to demonstrate ways to build character and listen patiently. 
Photo by Amber Skelton.

star player LeBron James.
The one story that Jones  

told of his now-celebrity 
teammate happened the 
day before their first play-
off game of the season. 

A representative from 
Nike offered James the 
chance to wear a one-of-
a-kind pair of shoes, made 
just for him, during the 
game. James told the rep-
resentative he would only 
wear them on one condi-
tion: Nike had to make 
everyone on the team a pair 
of the same shoes.

In one night, the compa-
ny managed to make a pair 
of the shoes for everyone, 
from the coaches to the 
junior varsity players to the  
student managers.

Jones used the story to 
demonstrate to the Jones-
boro students that they 
should try to be a friend 
and to stay humble.

Jones has been on the 
road talking with students 
around the country for 
about four years after 
shadowing his uncle, Jim 
“Basketball” Jones, who 
has been a motivational 
speaker for 20 years.

“I love traveling and 
seeing all the unique and 
different kids,” Jones said.

He appeared later that 
day at the school’s family 
reading night to promote 
reading and to show the 
comic book he wrote and 
illustrated, “How to Shoot 
a Basketball.”

CEO program
highlighted
in insert

In this issue of The Ga-
zette-Democrat, readers 
will find a special Union 
County CEO program in-
sert, “Hearing our Home-
town Heartbeat.”

The students of CEO 
Team 17 class worked 
on the section for sev-
eral months in partnership 
with Reppert Publications.

The section has articles 
and photographs which 
document activities CEO 
Team 17 has done this 
year, along with personal 
journal entries.

The section also fea-
tures several “did you 
know” facts about the 
advertisers in this publi-
cation.

Readers will find ar-
ticles about shopping lo-
cally, Union County busi-
nesses, landmarks and 
more.

Don’t forget to change 
your clocks this Saturday 
night.

***
A tip from emergency 

services personnel: with 
the change to Daylight 
Saving Time this week-
end, be sure to check, 
and, if needed, change 
batteries in smoke alarms.

***
Carbondale, Ill., was 

featured as one of the “10 
great places to see sum-
mer’s solar eclipse” in the 
Friday, March 3, issue of 
USA TODAY. The eclipse 
is Aug. 21. 

(continued on page 2)
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A week after the region 
experienced deadly tor-
nadoes, another round of 
severe weather rumbled 
through the region Monday 
night and early Tuesday, 
March 6-7.

Tornadoes swept through 
Southeast Missouri and 
Southern Illinois Monday 
night and early Tuesday 
morning, Feb. 28 and March 
1.

The tornadoes claimed 
the lives of two persons: 
one in Southeast Missouri 
and one in Southern Illinois.

Thunderstorms accom-
panied by frequent lightning 
and heavy rain occurred on 
Monday night and early 
Tuesday in the area.

Weather observer Dana 
Cross reported that he had 
measured 1.33 inches of 
rain in Jonesboro by early 
Tuesday morning.

The Union County area 
escaped the brunt of the 
deadly weather which struck 
the region last week.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported that storms which 
struck the region last week 
included:

•An EF-4 tornado in the 
Perryville, Mo., area.

•An EF-0 tornado in 
Jackson County

•An EF-1 tornado in Wil-
liamson County.

•An EF-3 tornado in the 
Carmi/White County area.

The weather service 
reported that the tornado 
which struck Perryville, 
Mo., had estimated peak 

Deadly tornadoes hit region again

After the storm
A utility pole in Anna was left leaning haphazard-

ly following heavy thunderstorms Tuesday night, 
Feb. 28, into the early morning on Wednesday, 
March 1. Photo by Amber Skelton. 

winds of 180 miles per hour.
The twister was on the 

ground for 50.4 miles and 
was up to half a mile wide. 
The tornado killed one per-
son and injured 12. The tor-
nado began 4.8 miles west 
northwest of Perryville and 
ended 1.8 miles southwest 
of Christopher in Southern 
Illinois.

The weather service re-
ported that the fatality oc-
curred when a vehicle on 
Interstate 55 was struck by 
the tornado.

More than 100 homes 
and other structures were 
destroyed or damaged by the 
tornado as it swept through 
Southeast Missouri and 
Southern Illinois.

“The tornado lasted an 
astounding 1 hour and 2 
minutes,” the weather ser-
vice reported. The tornado 
had longest track on record 
since another EF-4 twister 
occurred on April 22, 1981.

The EF-0 tornado in 
Jackson County had esti-
mated peak winds of 75 mph 
and a path of 4.1 miles.

The tornado started 8.4 
miles west southwest of 
Carbondale. The twister 
ended 4.5 miles west of Car-
bondale, and lasted for five 
minutes. The tornado caused 
no injuries and mainly dam-
aged trees.

The EF-1 tornado in Wil-
liamson County had esti-
mated peak winds of 95 mph 
and a path of 7.5 miles.

The tornado started 2.2 
miles southeast of Carter-
ville and ended 3.5 miles 

north of Marion. The tor-
nado lasted for about 15 
minutes. The tornado caused 
no injuries and mainly dam-
aged trees. 

The EF-3 tornado in the 
Carmi/White County area 
began in Southern Illinois 
and ended in southern In-
diana.

The tornado had estimat-

ed peak winds of 152 mph 
and a path of 44.6 miles.

One person died during 
the tornado and two others 
were injured.

The tornado began 4.2 
miles northeast of Carmi 
and ended 1.3 miles south 
southeast of Oakland City, 
Ind. The tornado lasted for 
about an hour.

Three persons hurt in area traffic wreck
Three persons were in-

jured in a traffic accident 
which occurred Friday 
morning, March 3, in Al-
exander County.

Illinois State Police Dis-
trict 22 at Ullin reported 
that the accident happened 
at approximately 7:49 a.m. 
on Illinois Route 3, half 
a mile north of Jaco City 
Road.

State police reported 

that the accident involved 
a 2007 Chevrolet Silverado, 
a pickup truck, and a 2004 
Ford Crown Victoria, a pas-
senger car.

The driver of the pickup 
was identified as Cody Sei-
gart, 32, of Thebes. The 
driver of the car was iden-
tified as Tyre Moore, 26, 
of Ullin.

State police reported that 
a female minor was a pas-

senger in the pickup.
The pickup was travel-

ing north on Route 3. The 
car was traveling south on 
Route 3.

State police reported 
that the pickup crossed the 
yellow center line into the 
southbound lane of Route 
3. The pickup collided head 
on with the car.

The pickup crossed the 
southbound lane, departed 

the roadway, rolled over 
and came to a rest upright.

The car departed the 
roadway and came to a rest 
against an embankment.

The driver of the pickup 
was partially ejected from 
the vehicle and was trans-
ported by ambulance to an 
area hospital with serious 
injuries.

The passenger in the 
pickup also was transport-
ed by ambulance to a lo-
cal hospital with non-life 
threatening injuries.

The driver of the car 
sustained minor injuries.

State police reported that 
the driver of the pickup, 
and the passenger in the 
vehicle, were not wearing 
seatbelts.

An investigation into the 
crash was continuing.

News Notes
(continued from page 1)

An American Red 
Cross blood drive is 
planned March 29 at 
Shawnee Community 
College near Ullin.

***
Illinois State Police at 

Ullin reported that both 
lanes of I-57 northbound 
were closed at milepost 
27 for a while on Thurs-
day afternoon, March 2. 
A disabled semi blocked 
both lanes.

***
A longtime area 

orchardist said that as 
of last Saturday morn-
ing, the fruit  tree crop 
appeared to be doing OK, 
in spite of the ups and 
downs with the weather. 
Bugs could be a problem 
this year because winter 
has been so mild.

***
Speaking of the 

weather: the forecast calls 
for a chance of snow this 
weekend in the area.

***
More than 200 people 

were reported to have 
attended a Saints Read 
celebration which was 
held Feb. 25 at Shawnee 
Community College near 
Ullin. The celebration 
honored area elemen-
tary school students who 
participated in a literacy 
program.

***
Andrea Witthoft has 

been named to fill a 
vacancy on the Shaw-
nee Community College 
Board of Trustees.

***
Cobden High School’s 

2017 graduation cer-
emony has been set for 
Friday, May 12.

***
A Cobden TIF district 

joint review board meet-
ing is planned March 14. 

The meeting will be at 
3:30 p.m. at Cobden Vil-
lage Hall.

*** 
A student disciplinary 

matter was on the agenda 
at a March 2 special 
meeting of the Anna-
Jonesboro Community 
High School District 81 
Board of Education.

***
An unused prescrip-

tion drug take back day 
is planned April 29 in 
Cobden.

***
A spring clean up day 

is scheduled May 10 in 
Cobden.

***
An effort is underway 

in Cobden to financially 
assist the owners of 
cats in having their pets 
spayed or neutered. The 
effort also will focus on 
spaying and neutering 
stray cats to help reduce 
the cat population.

***
Rehearsals are under-

way for the April perfor-
mances of “Scenes from 
Alice” at the Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council’s Anna 
Arts Center.

***
Reptiles will be fea-

tured at a program which 
is planned March 25 at 
the Barkhausen Cache 
River Wetlands Center 
near Cypress.

***
Oops...PAST’s annual 

soup and chili supper is 
Friday, March 10, not 
March 18, as was posted 
last week. The editor 
erred. 

Pedestrian
injured
in accident

A pedestrian sustained 
injuries in a traffic accident 
which occurred March 1 
in Ware.

Illinois State Police Dis-
trict 22 at Ullin reported 
that the accident happened 
at approximately 7:04 p.m. 
on Illinois Route 146.

State police reported 
that the accident involved 
a 1991 Buick Park Avenue 
passenger car driven by 
Jean Davie, 94, of Jones-
boro.

The pedestr ian was 
identified by state police 
as Vicki Wilson, 67, of 
Jonesboro.

State police reported 
that the car was traveling 
eastbound on Route 146 
near Elm Street in Ware.

The driver told authori-
ties that she had just pulled 
out of a church parking lot 
when she struck a pedes-
trian in the roadway.

The pedestr ian was 
crossing the street, leaving 
the church. She was taken 
to a local hospital with 
non-life threatening inju-
ries, state police reported.

Local death
investigated

The Union  County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Union 
County Coroner’s Office 
and the Illinois State Po-
lice are investigating the 
death of a 42 year old 
female, identified as Amy 
J. Stanton. 

Ms. Stanton was re-
ported unresponsive to the 
Union County Sheriff ’s 
Office/911 dispatch center 
on Monday, Feb. 27, at 
11:08 a.m. 

Personnel  from the 
Union County Ambulance 
Service and the Union 
County Sheriff’s Office 
initially responded to a 
home in rural Anna, where 
Ms. Stanton’s body was 
discovered. 

An autopsy was sched-
uled Wednesday afternoon, 
March 1, at 1:00 p.m. The 
investigation continues 
into the manner of Ms. 
Stanton’s death.

A Union County school 
district has been awarded 
funds from the Illinois Bio-
diversity Field Trip Grant 
Program.

Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, IDNR, 
director Wayne Rosenthal 
on March 2 announced 
the awarding of more than 
$98,000 in donated funds 
from the grant program.

More than 8,300 stu-
dents will visit Illinois state 
parks, museums and other 
natural resources sites this 
year to learn about nature 
and conservation, thanks 
to grant funding through 
the 102 field trip grants. 

A news release from 
IDNR showed that the 
Jonesboro School District 
was among those receiv-
ing funds. Grant awards 
included:

•$1,280 to Jonesboro 
Community Unit School 
District No. 43 for an 8th 
grade field trip to the Il-
linois State Museum and 
Adams Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Springfield.

•$331.43 to the school 
for a kindergarten field 
trip to the Crab Orchard 
National Wildlife Refuge 
near Marion.

“We are pleased to 
support learning outside 
the classroom with these 
grants. This program allows 
students to visit locations 
throughout the state to see 
first-hand what they’ve 
been learning about in the 
classroom,” IDNR director 
Rosenthal said. 

“Our future conserva-
tion leaders need the op-
portunity to experience 
Illinois’ natural resources 
in person.” 

The more than $98,000 

Union County school receives 
biodiversity field trip grant funds

which is awarded for 2017 
was made possible by pri-
vate donations from the 
Independence Tube Corpo-
ration of Bedford Park, the 
Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice 
Foundation of Skokie and 
the D.F. and M.T. Groh-
ne Family Foundation of 
Wilmington.  

The donations and fund-
ing for the grants are coor-
dinated by the Illinois Con-
servation Foundation, ICF. 

The Illinois Biodiversity 
Field Trip Grant Program 
has distributed more than 
$994,000 and reached more 
than 93,900 students since 
its inception in 2001.

Grant recipients are lo-
cated throughout Illinois 
and represent students from 
pre-kindergarten through 
high school.

The competitive grant 
program allows Illinois 
teachers to apply for funds 
to take students on a field 

trip to study Illinois’ bio-
diversity. 

Learn ing  ac t iv i t ies 
must directly relate to the 
school’s curriculum. 

The annual application 
deadline is Jan. 31. Fund-
ing administered by the ICF 
covers expenses such as the 
costs of transportation and 
substitute teachers.

 For more information 
about the Illinois Biodi-
versity Field Trip Grant 
Program, contact the IDNR 
Division of Education 
at dnr.teachkids@illinois.
gov or 217-524-4126. 

The Illinois Conserva-
tion Foundation accepts 
donations for the Illinois 
Biodiversity Field Trip 
Grant Program. For more 
information, visit www.
ilcf.org. 

The 2018 application 
form is scheduled to be 
available soon, IDNR re-
ported.

Weather
High 70, low 27

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 70 degrees 
to a low of 27 during the pe-
riod from Feb. 28 through 
March 6 in Union County.

Precipitation for the pe-
riod included .09 of an inch 
of rain on Feb. 28, .28 of 
an inch of rain on March 1 
and .51 of an inch of rain 
on March 6.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by weather observer 
Dana Cross in Jonesboro:
                                   H  L
Tuesday, Feb. 28        70 53
Wednesday, March 1  70 37
Thursday, March 2     55 31
Friday, March 3          48 27
Saturday, March 4      66 30
Sunday, March 5        60 42
Monday, March 6       65 52
February report

Sheriff’s office
reports six
felony arrests

The Union County Sher-
iff’s Office made six felony 
arrests during February.

The statistic was includ-
ed in Union County Sheriff 
Scott Harvel’s monthly 
activity report for the office.

Other statistics for Feb-
ruary included:

14 misdemeanor arrests. 
59 traffic arrests. Eight 
warrrant arrests. 87 total 
arrests.

40 cases opened. Sev-
en drug investigations. 13 
crash reports. 1,126 911 
calls received. 14,985 miles 
patrolled.

Job fair scheduled
at Shawnee College

An annual job fair is 
planned March 15 at Shaw-
nee Community College 
near Ullin.

The job fair is scheduled 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon in 
the Edward M. Smith Cen-
ter on the college’s main 
campus.

The event, which is open 
to the public, is being host-
ed by the Shawnee Com-
munity College Career Ser-
vices Center in partnership 
with the Shawnee Commu-
nity College Small Business 
Development Center and 
the Shawnee Development 
Council. Those who plan to 

attend are invited to bring 
resumes. 

Numerous area busi-
nesses and agencies are 
scheduled to be in atten-
dance.

The Shawnee Communi-
ty College Career Services 
Center provides free career 
planning and job search as-
sistance.

For more information 
about the job fair, con-
tact Shawnee Community 
College Career Services 
coordinator Leslie Corne-
lious-Weldon by phone at 
618-634-3337 or by email 
at lesliec@shawneecc.edu. 
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Anna-Jonesboro National Bank 
Supports the Anna Arts Center

Flamingo Fling

Employees of the Anna-Jonesboro National Bank participated in the 
Flamingo Fling Exhibit and Auction. Those who adopted and dressed a 
flamingo are from left: Christine Clutts with "Flo," Katie Trotter with 
"Blanche" and Sarah Adams with "Naomi." Prizes were awarded to 
the best dressed, most original and funniest flamingos. They were then 
auctioned off with the proceeds going to the Anna Arts Center.

Dr. Seuss’ birthday celebrated
The students at Lincoln School in Anna celebrated Dr. Seuss Week Feb. 27 

through March 3 with Seuss’ books and fun activities. On Wednesday, March 
2, a birthday party was hosted for Dr. Seuss at the school. Anna School District 
37 principal Mark Laster read aloud Seuss’ book “Happy Birthday to You” 
and the Cat in the Hat helped to serve birthday cupcakes to the students.  
Theodore Seuss Geisel, Dr. Seuss, was born on March 2, 1904, and would 
be 113 years old if he were still alive. His books are as popular with children, 
today as they were 80 years ago, when Seuss published his first book, “To 
Think that I Saw It on Mulberry Street.” Photos provided.

  

U.S. Forest Service announces
annual closing of Snake Road

Saving Time
begins Sunday

It’s almost time to spring 
forward again.

Daylight Saving Time 
begins at 2 a.m. Sunday, 
March 12.

Remember to set your 
various time pieces ahead 
one hour.

Saving time will last 
until 2 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 5.

The U.S. Forest Service 
last week announced plans 
to use prescribed burns 
on the Shawnee National 
Forest in Southern Illinois 
on March 4-5 – weather 
permitting. 

The Forest Service ex-
plained in a news release 
that prescribed fire is a 
planned fire that is overseen 
by professionals. 

Fall marked the begin-
ning of the forest’s pre-
scribed burn season, during 
which professionals plan to 
burn up to 10,000 acres. 

Prescribed fires are 
performed under specific 
weather conditions and are 
designed to mimic fire that 
historically occurred on the 
forest.

The Forest Service said 
that fire helps to maintain 
healthy oak forests, accord-

ing to scientists who study 
birds, native plants and 
other wildlife. That’s why 
Shawnee National Forest 
uses fire as a tool to restore 
Southern Illinois forests, 
the Forest Service added.

The size of each pre-
scribed burn varies, and 
people nearby may notice 
smoke coming from the 
locations of the fires.

Prescribed fire locations 
and sizes included: 

•East of Cape Girardeau 
in Alexander County (about 
1,200 acres)

•East of Wolf Lake in 
Union County (about 600 
acres)

The Forest Service mon-
itors smoke which is gener-
ated during the prescribed 
fires.

The Forest Service said 
that members of the public 
could expect smoke to be 
visible in mid-afternoon 
and dissipate within a few 
hours. 

Smoke was expected to 
be most noticeable around 
Alto Pass, Pomona, Ware 
and Wolf Lake. 

For public safety, a por-
tion of Pine Hills Road 
(Forest Road No. 236) be-
tween the McGee Hill pic-
nic area and the Pine Hills 
Campground may have 
been closed March 6.

Prescribed burns
planned on Shawnee
National Forest lands

The U.S. Forest Service 
reports that the Shawnee 
National Forest’s Snake 
Road in Union County 
is scheduled to close on 
March 15.

The road will be closing 
so that snakes and amphib-
ians, some of which are 
considered threatened and 
endangered in Illinois and 
the United States, can mi-
grate from limestone bluffs 
to nearby LaRue Swamp. 

Closing the 2.5-mile-
long road, also known as 
LaRue Road and Forest 
Service Road No. 345, 
helps to ensure safe cross-
ing for these rare species, 
the Forest Service reported 
in a news release.

 The Forest Service not-
ed that the gradual, two-
month migration event at-
tracts people from across 
the country who are eager 

to witness the rich diversity 
of reptile and amphibian 
species along this single 
stretch of road. 

About 66 percent of the 
amphibians and 59 percent 
of the reptiles known to 
occur in Illinois are found 
in the LaRue Swamp area, 
which is located in the west-
ern part of Union County.

“Snakes and amphibians 
migrate to the bluffs where 
they hibernate for the win-
ter,” said Paul Widowski, a 
wildlife biologist with the 
U.S. Forest Service/Shaw-
nee National Forest. 

“Cottonmouths are the 
most common snake that 
can be seen during this 
migration,” Widowski said.

 Snake Road will be 
closed between mile post 
3.0 and mile post 5.8. 

The road is scheduled to 
remain closed until May 15. 

Though the road is closed to 
vehicles, it is open to people 
traveling on foot. 

Although foot traffic is 
welcome, the Forest Ser-
vice advises that LaRue-
Pine Hills/Otter Pond is 
a federally designated re-
search natural area and 
unauthorized collecting 
and handling of species is 
prohibited under federal 
and state law.

The Forest Service of-
fered the following direc-
tions for reaching Snake 
Road from Jonesboro: 

Take Highway 146 west 
8 miles to Highway 3; then 
north 8 miles on Highway 
3 to Muddy Levee Road. 
Then go east 3 miles to 
LaRue Road, at the “T” 
turn right into Winters Pond 
parking lot. Visitors also 
can reach this from the 
south entrance off of LaRue 
Road (some people like to 
walk from here north and 
turn around part way).

For more information 
about the snake migration 
and/or the LaRue-Pine Hills 
Ecological Area, contact 
the Shawnee National For-
est office in Jonesboro at 
833-8576.

Shawnee students of the quarter
Shawnee Community Unit School District No. 84 has recognized its most 

recent students of the quarter. Students were selected for the honor based 
on good citizenship, academics and attendance. The students were honored 
at February’s District 84 Board of Education meeting. Each student received 
$25 from First Southern Bank in Grand Tower. From left are board of educa-
tion president LaRae Verble-Whitaker; and students of the quarter Charles 
Williams, 8th grade; Jared Howell, 3rd grade; and Ahanna Moore, kindergarten 
(who is with her mom). Students of the quarter who could not be present for 
the picture included Hailie Kinder, 8th grade; Austin Lyerla, high school junior; 
and Brittany Abercrombie, high school senior. Photo provided.

Schwegman
to be honored

John E. Schwegman, a 
longtime conservationist, 
is the winner of the 2017 
Delta Award, presented by 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale’s Friends of 
Morris Library.

The Delta Award, which 
originated in 1976, is pre-
sented annually to an au-
thor who is from Southern 
Illinois or who has writ-
ten about the region, or to 
an organization that has 
contributed to the region’s 
cultural life. 

This year’s award pre-
sentation is set for 5 p.m. 
on April 19 in the John 
C. Guyon Auditorium at 
Morris Library on the SIU 
campus.

Schwegman, a native 
of Metropolis and long-
time conservationist for 
the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, IDNR, 
is scheduled to speak about 
his new book, “The Natural 
Heritage of Illinois.”

Following the program, 
there will be a reception in 
the first-floor rotunda. The 
event is free and open to 
the public.

A new app from the Il-
linois Historic Preservation 
Agency offers information 
and photos that will help 
visitors get the most from 
their trips to state historic 
sites.

The Experience History 
app also allows history fans 
to support Illinois’ historic 
sites with digital donations, 
an option that has been 
added to the agency’s web-
site, too.

“Our sites bring Illinois 
history to life, and we want 
people to enjoy them as 
much as possible. This is 
a great example of using 
innovation to celebrate Il-
linois’ rich history in a 

contemporary format,” said 
Heidi Brown-McCreery, 
director of the Illinois His-
toric Preservation Agency, 
in a news release.

The app can be down-
loaded by visiting the Ap-
ple Store or by searching 
“historic sites of Illinois” 
within iTunes. The Android 
version can be found at 
Google Play by searching 
for “IHPA.”

The app features a list of 
all historic sites, a link to 
the agency events calendar, 
multiple photos of each site 
and background informa-
tion on each one. Even more 
features will be added in 
later versions.

The app was developed 
in conjunction with the Il-
linois Student Assistance 
Commission and the Illinois 
Department of Innovation 
and Technology.

IHPA’s new application 
features mobile payment 
integration, which will be 
used increasingly for state 
sites. This capability allows 
payments to be made from 
mobile devices to improve 
the ease and security of 
such transactions.

The option to donate dig-
itally, both on the app and 
on the IHPA website, was 
added with the assistance of 
the Illinois state treasurer’s 
office and its ePay platform.

App highlights Illinois historic sites
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SPORTS
New A-JCHS softball coach has 
high hopes for Lady Wildcats

First year Anna-Jones-
boro Community High 
School softball coach Rod-
ney Seip has high hopes 
for the Lady Wildcats this 
spring.

Seip said the squad is 
looking “real good” in prac-
tice and added: “I’m real 
excited about the team. We 
have a lot of experience 
coming back along with 
talent.”

The new coach inherits 
several players from last 

year’s 7-21 team.
Seip plans to have three 

starting pitchers in the rota-
tion with senior Makenzie 
Carter, junior Britney Hel-
ton and sophomore Morgan 
Wendling. Sophomore Ally 
Williams will also serve as 
a backup hurler.

Rounding out the infield  
at  first base should be senior 
Madi Bigler or sophomore 
Abby Williams, second base 
will be either juniors Payton 
Alsip or Jasmin Foster, 

third base is senior Kenzie 
Conway and at shortstop is 
senior Katie Williams.

Hailley Abernathy will 
be handling catching duties 
with backup from sopho-
more Nicole Nance and 
freshman Toby Treece, who 
will also see outfield duty.

When not pitching, either 
Wendling or Helton will be 
in left field, juniors Lexi 
Macy in center field and 
Lexi Smith in right field.

Sophomore Julia Ellis 
will either be in the outfield 
or infield.

“The girls are working 
really hard in practice,” 
Seip said. “They did a lot of 
work on their own this past 
winter, too.”

Seip knows the South-
ern Illinois River-to-River 
Conference Mississippi 
Division race will be com-
petitive.

“We play a really tough 
schedule in our confer-
ence,” he said. “But if we 
play the way I think we 
will, we’ve got a real good 
chance to win several of 
those games.”

The Lady Wildcats have 
a meet the team  program 
planned to begin at noon 
Saturday at the Jonesboro 
School softball diamond. 
The team plans to furnish a 
meal for the team and fans. 
An intrasquad softball game 
will follow.

The Lady Wildcats open 
their season Tuesday, March 
14, at home against John-
ston City.

Horse wins top honors
Ron Knupp of Anna’s horse, Whiskersonkittens, won the horse of the 

year for 3-year-old filly pacers recently at a ceremony held in Springfield. 
The horse was named the 2016 Illinois Conceived and Fold, ICF, champion. 
From left are State Rep. Tom Bennett of Central Illinois, Ron Knupp, Linda, 
Ron’s wife, and trainer Kimberly Roth of Monee. Photo provided. 

Anna Kiwanis Club supports swim team
Anna Kiwanis Club past president/board member Brad Donna recently 

presented a $500 donation to Karen Clark, president, Melanie Lasley , trea-
surer, of the Anna Blue Dolphins swim team. Photo provided.

Trio of seniors to lead Cobden
The Cobden High School 

baseball team will return 
five starters from last year’s 
22-10 squad to build a team 
around this spring.

“It’s definitely hard los-
ing all those seniors,” first-
year Cobden baseball coach 
Jared Clutts said. “We’re 
going to be really young, but 
we have a lot of athleticism, 
especially in our younger 
kids.”

The five returning players 
from last year’s squad are 
a trio of seniors in pitcher/
second baseman Trevor 
Middleton, catcher Dylan 
Duty, center fielder Aus-
tin Lewey, junior pitcher/
shortstop John Russell and 
sophomore outfielder/pitch-
er Chandler West.

“We only have one senior 
pitcher,” Clutts said. “Our 
pitching staff is going to be 

very young.”
Another senior on the 

team is third baseman 
Hayden Young and another 
junior is outfielder Alex 
Schaefer.

Other sophomores who 
could see action are first 
baseman Zane Nance, right 
fielder Cody Wieseman, 
catcher Bryce Reynolds 
and pitcher/third baseman 
Bayden Ditterline.

A freshman who could 
see varsity action is left 
fielder/pitcher Landon Britt.

“It will definitely be a 
rebuilding year from last 
year,” Clutts said. “My job 
will be to keep the morale 
up and don’t let them get 
discouraged.”

Clutts said he sees a lot 
of promise in the future with 
this young squad.

Clutts sees Shawnee and 
Century as two of the big-
gest opponents in the South 
Egyptian Conference race. 

The Appleknockers open 
their season at Murphys-
boro on Friday, March 17.

Five starters return
for Cobden softball

T h e  C o b d e n  H i g h 
School softball team re-
turns five starters from last 
year’s 14-12 team.

“We’re going to be a 
young team,” Cobden 
coach Michelle Burris said.

The pitching duties 
will be handled by juniors 
Molly Ellis and Meredith 
Flamm and sophomore 
Lexi Smith.  Ell is  and 
Flamm will be in the infield 
when not on the mound 
and Miller will be in the 
outfield. 

The two seniors on the 
squad are outfielder/des-
ignated hitter Addy Aspen 
and catcher Inna Kinsey.

Other juniors on the 
team are shortstop Brooke 
Bailey and infielder Alaina 
Hartline.

Other sophomores who 
could see varsity playing 
time are outfielders Har-
leigh Braden and Lauryn 
Mitchell and infielder/out-
fielder Megan Rhodes.

Freshmen on the team 
are outfielders Jamison 
Cowart and Jenna Hartline, 
catcher/infielder Maddie 
Shoemate and outfielder 
Lauren Sweitzer.

Burris sees Elverado as 
the top team in the South 
Egyptian Conference race 
this spring.

Assistant  coach this 
season is Rebecca Hale and 
volunteer assistant coaches 
are Kayla Quertermous and 
Josi Braden.

Cobden opens its season 
at Murphysboro on Friday, 
March 17.

Shawnee baseball coach 
pins hopes on pitching

Shawnee High  School  
baseball coach T.C. Schae-
fer looks to pitching for 
success this spring.

“If our pitching holds 
up, we should be okay,” 
Schaefer said. “We will be 
competitive and we will 
win some games.”

The lone senior hurler 
on the team is pitcher/
third baseman Nick Balt-
zell. Other pitching duties 
will be handled by juniors 
Dawson Johnson, Trace 
Faire, Casey Baltzell and 
Trenton Matlock. 

Backup pitching duties 
will be handled by fresh-
men Koby McLane and 
Ryan Schaefer.

Johnson could also be 
in the outfield, Faire at 
first base or right field, 
Casey Baltzell at center 
field and Matlock at short-
stop. McLane and Schae-
fer could also see action in 
the infield.

The team’s other senior 
is infielder/outfielder Wyatt 
Hassebrock.

Other juniors in the 
lineup are outfielders Dal-
ton Mayberry and Chap-
man Hill, catcher Shannon 
Crane and infielder/out-
fielder Wyatt Harris.

Sophomores include 
outfielder Michael Deros-
sett and infielder/catcher 
Nick Rose.

Other freshmen who 
could see playing time are 
outfielders Nick McAlister 
and Jesse Ellet and infield-
er/outfielder Anthony Buie.

Schaefer feels that be-
cause of the youth on the 
team the next couple of 
seasons Shawnee could 
become very competitive.

The Redskins open their 
spring season at the South-
ern Illinois University 
Carbondale baseball field 
against Tuscola at noon on 
Saturday, March 18.

Pitching seen as key
for Dongola softball

Pitching will be the key 
to how the Dongola High 
School softball team does 
this spring.

Starting senior pitcher 
Megan Michaels suffered 
a knee injury in volleyball 
and is not expected to be 
back  on the field until 
sometime in April. Fresh-
man Megan Theis will take 
over the pitching duties 
until then.

“If she throws strikes, 
we will be decent,” Don-
gola softball coach Barry 
Keller said. 

Other seniors in the 
lineup are utility player 
Desiree Evans, shortstop/
catcher Kereh Cooley, 
pitcher/utility player Gra-
cie Kern and utility player 
Alexis Woodworth.

Only two juniors are 
on the squad and include 
third baseman Delaney 
Cummins and shortstop/
catcher McKenzie Prout.

Sophomore hopefuls 
are utility player Haley 
O’Dea, second base/out-
fielder Ashley Sullens and 
outfielders Journee Rush-
ing and McKenzie Rowan.

Theis is the lone fresh-
man on the squad.

Keller sees Century and 
Cobden as two of the top 
teams in the South Egyp-
tian Conference, but looks 
to other teams possibly 
being in the league race 
as well.

The  Lady  Demons 
open their season at home 
against Gallatin County on 
Friday, March 17.

Commentary

Wrestling on way up
By Mike Estel

A couple of years ago at 
the Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School on a 
Saturday, I was somewhat 
set back a little bit.

The parking lot was full 
of cars and the boys’ gym-
nasium  was completely 
packed with a standing 
room only crowd.

What the heck could be 
going on that I hadn’t heard 
about I thought to myself? 
I stopped and walked in 
the lobby of the gym and 
found out it was an A-J 
youth sponsored wrestling 
tournament with numer-
ous competitors from other 
states competing.

I ‘ve always enjoyed the 
sport of wrestling  because 
I’m a former Murphysboro 
prep wrestler myself, who 
joined the school’s first 
wrestling program when 
it began my senior year in 
high school. 

Those youth competing 
in the present A-J program 
have paid their dues and 
the Wildcats’ high school 
wrestling is reaping some 
huge benefits from it.

This past season, the 
Wildcat wrestling team 
captured their first outright 
Southern Illinois River-to-

River Conference Missis-
sippi Division title and the 
team won the first wrestling 
regional crown in school 
history.

This is not to mention 
that three individuals were 
sent to the state tournament 
along with three alternates 
and Arieh Hart claimed a 
second place finish in the 
152-pound weight class.

Those besides Hart at 
state were Nick Harvel and 
Nick Jimenez and the al-
ternates were Nate Kisat, 
Dylan Fox and Ethan Kr-
umrey.

In other tournament ac-
tion this season, the Wildcats 
finished 2nd at the Lawrence 
County Tournament out of 
12 teams, 10th at the Mas-
coutah Tourney out of 27 
teams, 9th at the Murdale 
Tournament out of 22 teams 
and 7th at the Litchfeld 
Tournament out of 16 teams.

Quite impressive statis-
tics for an up and coming 
program that has advanced  
quite a bit over the years.

Head coach Eric Massey 
and assistants Chase Har-
grave and Grover Mays 
along with the youth wres-
tling coaches have some-
thing to definitely be proud 
of. Keep up the good work.

Three upperclassmen back
for Dongola baseball team

The Dongola  High 
School baseball team is 
looking to the future for 
success.

The Demons return only 
three upperclassmen from 
last year’s 7-17 team.

The two seniors re-
turning are pitcher Jordan 
Thompson and right fielder 
Austin Zeschke. The lone 

junior returning is third 
baseman Nathan Osman.

“If we can keep Jor-
dan healthy, we’ll be de-
cent,” Dongola coach Brian 
Latham said.

The team will be boosted 
by several sophomores in 
the line up. The lone return-
ing sophomore starter is 
shortstop Nathan Williams.

Other sophomores in-
clude first baseman Charlie 
Duty, first baseman Billy 
Thomas, outfielder Killian 
Unger and second baseman 
Dylan Kampwerth.

Freshmen hopefuls are 
catcher Joey Thomas, cen-
ter fielder Kaleb Latham, 
second baseman Cameron 
Hogue and left fielder Jose 
Zazala.

“Our individual goals 
are to practice hard and 
figure out what type of 
team we want to become,” 
Latham said. “I think we’ll 
win a few more games this 
year. We should be pretty 
decent.”

Latham sees Cobden as 
the top team in the South 
Egyptian Conference race 
this spring.

The Demons open their 
season at Community Chris-
tian Academy in Paducah 
on Monday, March 13.

Returning senior, transfer
keys for Shawnee softball

Shawnee High School 
softball coach Russ Marsh 
looks for his team to show 
a lot of improvement this 
season.

“I hope this year we’ll be 
competitive and well over 
.500,” Marsh said. “If we 
can hit the ball and play de-
fense, I think we’ll be okay.”

Marsh looks to a lot of the 
team’s success this season 
around senior third baseman 
Drew McLane, who was 
lost last year to an injury 
but returns to the lineup this 
season, as well as Murphys-
boro transfer player pitcher/
shortstop Laycee Presutti.

“Drew coming back and 
the transfer player will really 
help us,” Marsh said.

Presutti will be helping 
out at shortstop when not on 
the mound. Other pitching 
duties will be handled by 
sophomore Autumn Mc-
Mahan, who will also play 
in the infield.

“We’ve got the pitching 
and we’ve got depth,” Marsh 
said. “My seniors will be the 
ones who carry us. I like the 
leadership they have.”

Other seniors in the line-
up are left fielder Madi Ellet, 
catcher Abbey Livesay, cen-
ter fielder Mollie Lewis and 
right fielder Kindra Baltzell.

The junior starter return-
ing is second baseman Pay-
ton Trammel.

Other juniors are out-
fielders Taylor Verble and 
Abbey Ellet.

Sophomores include out-
fielder Jaylin Rathert and 
catcher Kassidy Lyerla.

Freshmen who could see 
action are catcher/outfielder 
Julia Kaufman and infield-
ers Kirsten Pitts and Olivia 
Jackson.

Marsh sees Elverado and 
Cobden as the top teams in 
the South Egyptian Con-
ference, with a possibility 
of Century having a good 
season as  well.

The Lady Reds open 
their season at Zeigler-Roy-
alton on Monday, March 20.

A-J players
earn honors

Two players from An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School were selected 
to the Southern Illinois 
River-to-River Confer-
ence Mississippi Division 
all-conference girls’ bas-
ketball team.

The Lady Wildcats’ Elle 
Basler and Angel Helm 
both were selected to the 
team.

Goessman
honor student

Zebediah Goessman of 
Jonesboro earned dean’s 
and provost’s list honors 
for the fall semester at the 
University of Wisconsin-
Parkside. 

Dean’s list honors are 
awarded to students who 
achieve a grade point av-
erage of 3.5 or above (on 
a 4.0 scale). Provost’s list 
honorees have achieved a 
grade point average of 3.8 
or above.
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Happy “31st” Birthday
Nathan Bracken

From,
Mom, Dad,
the Bryants,
the Dews and
the Mayberrys

We love you!
12GC

SpurlockS TraSh Service
A family owned residential and

commercial trash service.

Call Ron or Kathy 
for a rate quote at 

618-893-4126.
11-14GP

Spring Special
SAVE $$$$$$

Complete Roof Tune-Up:
• Inspection of Roof

• Caulk and seal
flashing/penetration

Gutters cleaned: Leaves 
blown out/seal issues
Pictures/paperwork

including 22 pt. inspection 
filed for possible future 

insurance claims
CALL TODAY!!!!!

Appts. are filling up fast
618-713-2609

ED GUND
CONSTRUCTION

Doing business in Southern Illinois 
for 25 years and proud of it!

Specializing in new home building, 
full remodels and ALL related 
insurance claims to property!

9-12G

P Plott
ConstruCtion

Sidewalks ~ Patios
Decorative  Concrete

Flatwork ~ Basements
Septic ~ Excavating
Hauling ~ Trenching
Safe Rooms ~ Walls

Storm Cellars
(618) 697-2231 (cell)
(618) 833-4195 (fax)
csplott@hotmail.com

23-22GPC/2017

Chris Plott

ISBE, SIU partners in scoring student science assessment
The Illinois State Board 

of Education, ISBE, has 
partnered with Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale on what is described 
as a groundbreaking new 
process for scoring a large-
scale student academic 
performance assessment. 

More than 400,000 Il-
linois students took the Il-
linois Science Assessment, 
ISA, for the first time in 
spring 2016. 

The new assessment not 
only satisfied federal ac-
countability requirements, 
but also provided ISBE 
with the opportunity to in-
novate on the traditional as-
sessment model from top to 
bottom, while maintaining 
quality and reducing costs.

 Budgetary uncertainty 
at the state level delayed 
the start of the scoring 
process for ISA, but the 
scoring process is now 
underway.

 ISBE expects schools 
to have spring 2016 as-
sessment results in summer 
2017.

The results of the sum-

mative science assessment 
will provide educators and 
administrators with addi-
tional data to inform broad 
curriculum adjustments 
at the school and district 
levels to ensure Illinois 
students build a cohesive 
understanding of science 
over time. 

Since the ISA is not 
a formative assessment, 
educators will not use the 
results to make teaching 
adjustments year-to-year 
for individual students. 

The delayed results 
will not affect individual 
students’ learning or their 
prospects for success on the 
2017 administration of ISA.

“We are building a trust-
ed and sustainable assess-
ment infrastructure from 
the ground up,” state su-
perintendent of education 
Tony Smith said in a news 
release.

“Illinois students will 
benefit from the return on 
our investment in a cost-
efficient, fully aligned, and 
locally developed assess-
ment system. 

“The process of hand-
scoring delivers valuable 
professional development 
to Illinois educators and 
science experts. 

“Partnering with a local 
research institution, instead 
of outsourcing the hand-
scoring to an out-of-state 
vendor, keeps both the 
work and the institutional 

Saluki Sports Update 
By Fred Huff

It happens. There’s no 
stopping it. Seasons end, 
ready or not. For some it 
coincides with actual ca-
reers. That well may be the 
case for a splendid young 
athlete like Sean O’Brien, 
who, in our mind, was the 
heart and soul of this year’s 
SIU basketball team.

One thing that we dis-
like most about retirement 
is losing the closeness we 
enjoyed for so many years 
with Saluki athletes, regard-
less of what flavor they 
were: basketball, football, 
baseball, track, gymnasts. 
You know the list. The sport 
they excelled in or the color 
of their skin had nothing to 
do with it.

If they were a Saluki 
athlete, we liked them, got 
along with them, respected 
them and enjoyed telling the 
general public what great 
human beings they were.

We’ve never said “hello” 
to Sean O’Brien. He doesn’t 
have a clue as to who we 
are, what we’ve done or 
what we do now. We’d still 
like to meet him and tell 
him how much we enjoyed 
watching him play. And, 
my guess is that there are 
several other Saluki fans 
who feel the same.

O’Brien was a leader. 
O’Brien also was a fine 
basketball player. If Barry 
Hinson had had another 
Sean O’Brien on this year’s 
team it may have finished 
with a much better overall 
record than 17-16.

It may not be completed 
as of yet, but for all practi-
cal purposes, it is. There 
are so many postseason 
tournaments out there now, 
Hinson, no doubt, is anx-
ious everytime his phone 
rings. However, it is over 
for all that counts and Sean 
O’Brien will soon be con-
centrating on what he hopes 
to be enjoying for the rest 
of his life.

And, speaking of “the 
rest of his life,” it may be 
time to spend a few minutes 
thinking of the “rest of our 
life.” How enjoyable it has 
been, especially when close 

knowledge of scoring the 
exams within Illinois.”  

SIU will engage sci-
ence experts and Illinois 
educators licensed to teach 
science in hand-scoring the 
1.3 million ISA test items. 

Educators also will en-
gage in the standards-set-
ting process to occur at the 
conclusion of this first year 

of scoring. 
In the future, Illinois 

educators will have the op-
portunity to receive training 
on assessment item devel-
opment, assessment statis-
tics and item evaluation.

“We’re pleased to col-
laborate with the Illinois 
State Board of Education to 
oversee this important proj-
ect,” SIU system president 
Randy Dunn said. 

“ISBE clearly recogniz-
es the importance of ongo-
ing assessment to reinforce 
the quality of education 
statewide.”

ISBE developed the ISA 
through new methods and 
by forging new partner-
ships. 

District of Columbia 
Public Schools, DCPS, 
provided test items aligned 
to the Next Generation 
Science Standards for in-
clusion in ISA, which also 
aligns to the Illinois Learn-
ing Standards. 

The ISBE Information 
Technology Division cre-
ated a new assessment ad-
ministration user interface 
that automatically updates 
student records in near real 
time and replaces the time-
intensive manual rostering 
required by other assess-
ment programs. 

ISBE partnered with Il-
linois-based software com-
pany BreakThrough Tech-

nologies to develop the 
ISA using software from 
an open-source platform, 
resulting in the elimination 
of licensing fees and sig-
nificant resource savings. 

“The partnership taps 
into SIU Carbondale’s 
strengths in science edu-
cation,” interim SIU Car-
bondale chancellor Brad 
Colwell said.

“We are honored to have 
this opportunity to extend 
our long, successful history 
supporting Illinois educa-
tion at all levels.”

ISBE has made en-
hancements to the ISA plat-
form based on educator and 
administrator feedback in 
preparation for the spring 
2017 administration. 

Enhancements include 
expanding test administra-
tion to more devices and 
improving the test manage-
ment system.

School districts across 
Illinois will administer the 
ISA in spring 2017 to stu-
dents in 5th and 8th grades 
and once at the high school 
level. The high school as-
sessment utilizes a course-
based model with content 
aligned to Biology I.

Waterfowl...in the water
Canada geese were making their way around 

the pond at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds 
in Jonesboro on a recent afternoon.

to SIU’s athletes, coaches 
and fans.

It’s so easy to take things 
for granted. Not every team, 
not every season we’ve 
been associated with SIU 
athletics has been of the 
championship calibre. 
However, the individuals 
involved have been. At 
least 99.5 percent of the 
time. And, writing about 
them has been the conduit 
for us. The Salukis...sports 
in Southern Illinois at all 
levels...have been reward-
ing. That’s a nice word for 
“fun.”

We recently received 
a note from a relative of 
Harlan Hodges, whom we 
had mentioned in a recent 
column. She had seen it 
while reading the Vienna 
Times...on the West Coast.  
How nice. We will never 
forget.  Hodges, of course, 
had been remembered as 
being one of the area’s all-
time greatest coaches.

And, speaking of such 
things, we’ve got to make 
note of saying “goodbye” 
forever to our only sister 
earlier this week. Actually 
her husband, Ed Moody, 
was responsible for our first 
contact with anything SIU.

He played on SIU’s bas-
ketball team in the early 
1940s and again after the 
war. He was the best player 
with Du Quoin connec-
tions ever to play for the 
Salukis. He introduced me 
to William McAndrew and 
“the Squirrel,” as he was 
called secretly by associ-
ates, messed up my hair. 
Incidentally, McAndrew 
died shortly later of never 
disclosed reasons.

Moody was good and 
had some standout team-
mates from Southern Il-
linois. Like Mike Sortal 
and Don Sheffer of Zeigler, 
John Sebastian of Odin, 
Bill Millspaugh of Norris 
City, Paul Enreitta of West 
Frankfort.   

Sean O’Brien simply 
followed a long, long list 
of great players and indi-
viduals, all of whom got 
their life’s start at Southern 
Illinois University.

Planetary Radio host
to be on hand for eclipse

A well-known broad-
caster in the field of space 
exploration plans to be on 
hand to host Southern Il-
linois University Carbon-
dale’s total solar eclipse 
festivities.

Mat Kaplan, host and 
producer of Planetary Ra-
dio, will help guide both 
radio listeners and the 
thousands of enthusiasts 
expected at SIU on Aug. 
21 during the first total so-
lar eclipse over the main-
land United States since 
1979.

The eclipse viewing 
path and shadow that day 
will sweep across the 
country from northwest to 
southeast, with its point 
of greatest duration a few 
miles south of Carbondale. 

Officials  expect  as 
many as 50,000 people to 
descend on the area for the 
happening.

The university’s plan-
ning, led by a campus-
community committee, 
has been underway for 
more than a year. Kaplan 
signing on for the event 
will be a major benefit for 

all those who plan to wit-
ness it, officials said.

To learn more about 
the university’s plans for 
the eclipse, visit eclipse.
siu.edu. 

Tickets for the Saluki 
Stadium eclipse events 
and parking are available 
at http://eclipse.siu.edu/
tickets/.   

For the past 15 years, 
Kaplan has hosted Plan-
etary Radio, which plays 
on WSIU radio as well as 
another 150 radio stations 
and online.

In cooperation with 
WSIU, Kaplan plans to 
host an event live from 
the SIU campus beginning 
the day before the eclipse 
before acting as emcee at 
Saluki Stadium on the day 
of the eclipse.

SIU is partnering with 
NASA Eclipse 2017, the 
Adler Planetarium of Chi-
cago and the Louisiana 
Space Consortium to bring 
a variety of events to cam-
pus on Aug. 21, with the 
main one being a public 
viewing of the eclipse at 
Saluki Stadium. 



For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2005 Forest 
River Wildcat 5th wheel, 
29' with hitch & tripod in-
cluded, 2 electric slides, new 
awning, no smoke. $14,500 
negotiable. Call after 5 p.m., 
(618)-559-1440.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2007 Gulf-
stream 33' 5th wheel with 
1 12' slide. Call (618)-697-
2222.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2003 Ford E350. 
$4,000 obo. Call (618)-833-
2150.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2002 Audi A4 
Quattro. 3.0 V6, AWD, sun-
roof, heated seats, leather, 
manual 6-speed, 139,342 
miles. $2,900 obo. Call 
(618)-697-1161.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 10x50 mobile 
home. 1 bedroom, 1 bath, 
on rental lot. Call (618)-
697-4869.
------------------------------

For Sale 
real 

eState
FOR SALE: 5 acre mini 
farm. 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
mobile home, big barn, 4 
acre pasture, big garage, 
carport. Dongola. $80,000. 
Call (618)-697-4390.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 16X80 mobile 
home. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
large deck, 2 out buildings, 
with property. $21,000. 
McClure, IL. Call (618)-
614-9090.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 4 miles north 
of Cobden off of old 51, 3 
bedroom home and a mo-
bile home with a new roof 
on 3 acres, $92,000. Also 
a 2005 GMC Sierra half 
ton pickup truck, 2 wheel 
drive, automatic, 171,000 
miles, $6500.00. Call (618)-
969-2451.
------------------------------

For rent
NOTICE: All real es-

tate advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination." 
------------------------------
FOR RENT: 2- 1 bedroom 
apartments. Stove & refrig-
erator furnished, some utili-
ties. Call (618)-697-1721.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Large 1 bed-
room, upstairs apartment. 
Newly remodeled, deck 
overlooking Main Street in 
Anna. $600.00 per month. 
Call (618)-697-8834.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: 2 bedroom 
house at 115 Warren Street, 
Anna. $550.00 per month 
plus $550.00 deposit. Call 
(618)-697-3734 or (618)-
697-9120.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Homes, A-
Frames and Mobile Homes 
For Rent in East Cape. Call 
(618)-661-1118.
------------------------------

Help 
Wanted

HELP  WANTED: Immedi-
ate openings for full & part-
time RNs/LPNs and CNAs. 
Apply in person at Cobden 
Rehab & Nursing, 430 S. 
Front Street, Cobden.
------------------------------

HELP WANTED: Green-
house work. Part-time, sea-
sonal, irregular schedule, 
some heavy work, some fussy 
work. Call (618)-759-0028 
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Early 
Childhood Teacher, Mon-
day-Friday. Requirements 
include: 60 hours college, 
including 6 hours early child-
hood classes, or 30 hours 
college, including 6 hours 
early childhood classes and 
1 year working experience. 
Apply at Sunrise Preschool 
& Childcare, Barnes Hall, 
1000 N. Main Street, Anna. 
(618)-833-5031.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: The City 
of Jonesboro is accepting 
applications for a full-time 
employee. Applications may 
be picked up at the Jonesboro 
City Hall. Deadline for appli-
cations is March 31, 2017 at 
4:30 p.m. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Hiring 
CDL positions and others. 
Contact Evan Sweet at (618)-
833-2494.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Direct 
Support Person to assist in 
providing training to indi-
viduals with developmental 
disabilities in a vocational, 
day training and residen-
tial program. High school 
diploma or GED required. 
Benefits for full-time staff of 
dental, vision, life insurance, 
and medical insurance are 
available. Workshop starting 
salary $9.00 per hour and 
residential $9.50 per hour. 
We have a dollar an hour dif-
ferential increase for working 
the midnight shifts. Training 
and certification provided. 
Experience preferred. Apply 
at RAVE, Inc., 214 W. Davie, 
Anna, IL 62906. EOE.
------------------------------

VACANCY NOTICE
Shawnee District #84 is 

seeking applicants to fill the 
following positions for the 
2017-2018 school year:
• Junior-Senior High School 

Principal
• Assistant Cook

• Ag Teacher / FFA Sponsor
Applicants must submit 

a letter of interest, resume, 
valid State of Illinois Li-
cense and three letters of 
recommendation to:

Shelly Clover-Hill, 
Superintendent

Shawnee CUSD #84
3365 State Route #3
Wolf Lake, IL 62998

For more information con-
tact: sclover-hill@shaw-

needistrict84.com
Deadline to apply is Fri-

day, March 17, 2017. 
------------------------------

Wanted
ALL MAINTENANCE & 

REMODELING:
(Winter's Here)

Roofing, Carpentry, 
Ceramic Tile, Flooring,

Painting, Siding,
Pressure Washing, 

Tree Trimming 
& Removal,

House & Window 
Cleaning, 

and Gutter Cleaning.
FREE ESTIMATES

Cobden, IL.
(618)-364-2870

"WE DO IT ALL"
------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: Alu-
minum cans and other junk. 
Will pick up junk appliances. 
ALSO, APPLIANCES FOR 
SALE. Call (618)-833-3544.
------------------------------
WANTED: Yards to mow. 

Any size, free estimate. 
Experienced. 

Prater Lawn Care. 
Call (618)-697-9578.

------------------------------

BuSineSS
CAMPBELL'S POWER 

WASH & PAINT:
• House Washing

• Soft Rinse Roof Washing
• Gutter Cleaning

• Exterior Paint/Stain
Call (618)-202-0507

------------------------------

ANDERSON & SONS 
CONSTRUCTION:

HOME REPAIR 
& REMODEL:

Decks, Metal Roofs, 
Insulation, Painting,
Room Additions. Get 

ready for Winter, we can 
winterize your home.

Insured. 
Call (618)-202-9992.

See us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/anderson-

andsonsconstruction
------------------------------

DON'S BIKE REPAIR:
Free Estimates.

Reasonable Rates.
Call (618)-697-8912

------------------------------
Duck Works Lawn Care 

LLC
(618)-201-5712

Full Service Lawn Care:
Mowing, Landscaping

Cleaning Gutters, 
Fall Clean Up, 
Leaf removal,

Flower Bed Maintenance, 
Mulch,

Lawn Weed Control,
Bush Trimming,
Retaining Wall 
Construction,

Power Washing.
FREE ESTIMATE!

duckworkslawncare@
gmail.com

www.duckworkslawncare-
il.com

(618)-201-5712
Serving Southern IL for 

over 15 years!
------------------------------

MILLER'S 
CONSTRUCTION:
Remodels, Repairs, 
Doors, Windows & 

Siding, Decks, 
Interior & Exterior 

Painting.
Fully Insured.
Jason Miller,

(618)-697-6373
------------------------------

ROGERS & SONS 
ROOFING & 

SEAMLESS GUTTERS:
Free Estimates.

Licensed, Insured.
Call (618)-697-3188

------------------------------
SNOW REMOVAL,
SPREADING SALT.

CALL (618)-697-1204.
------------------------------

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel, Dirt & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
------------------------------

notice
COBDEN ST. JOSEPH 

CHURCH
FISH FRY:

Fridays of Lent, 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Fried & Baked Fish, 
Drinks, Desserts.

Buffet Style,
Adults, $11.00; 
Children, $4.00

------------------------------
PANCAKE BRUNCH:

Sunday, March 26, 
11 a.m.

At Apostolic Faith 
Tabernacle, Jonesboro.

Everyone Welcome!
Kids 4-11 - $4.00; 

Adults - $7.00; 
Kids under 3 - Free.

Pancakes, Egg Casserole, 
Juice, Coffee & Tea

------------------------------

puBlic 
notice
BID NOTICE

The City of Anna is 
requesting proposals for 
Property/General Liability 
Insurance for the period of 
May 1, 2017 through April 
30, 2018. Information can 
be obtained during normal 
business hours at the Anna 
City Hall, 103 Market, 
Anna, Illinois 62906. Bid 
proposals must be received 
by April 3, 2017 to be con-
sidered.                      9-12g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED 

BUSINESS NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in re-
lation to the use of an As-
sumed Name in the conduct 
or Transaction of Business 
in the State," as Amended 
that a certification was filed  
by the undersigned with 
the County Clerk of Union 
County. Filed this 27th day 
of February, 2017, under the 
Assumed Name of South-
ern Family Metal Roofing 
with the place of business 
located at 408 E. Vienna 
Street, Anna, Illinois 62906 
and that the True Name(s) 
and Residence Address 
of the Sole Owner(s) and 
Proprietor(s) of said Busi-
ness is:

Karl Basler
408 E. Vienna Street

Anna, IL 62906    

Terry Bartruff
Union County Clerk

11-13gc

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MATTER 
OF:

Lucas Christopher 
Scott Casper

to
Lucas Scott Mathew

NO. 2017-MR-28

NOTICE OF FILING 
OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

TO: MARK P. CASPER
740 2nd Street

Mounds, IL 62964-1345

Notice is given to you, 
the public, that on April 
5, 2017 at 1 p.m.,  Lucas 
Christopher Scott Casper, a 
minor, by Jamie L. Mathew, 
his mother and next friend, 
will request that this Court 
change his present name 
of Lucas Christopher Scott 
Casper to the name of Lucas 
Scott Mathew.

The hearing will take 
place at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro, Il-
linois.

Lucas Christopher Scott 
Casper, a minor, by

Jamie L. Mathew,
his mother/custodial parent

February 27, 2017
11-13g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED 

BUSINESS NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in re-
lation to the use of an As-
sumed Name in the conduct 
or Transaction of Business 
in the State," as Amended 
that a certification was filed  
by the undersigned with 
the County Clerk of Union 
County. Filed this 28th day 
of February, 2017, under the 
Assumed Name of Shipley 
Construction and Home Im-
provement with the place 
of business located at 526 
N. Main Street, Jonesboro, 
IL 62952 and that the True 
Name(s) and Residence Ad-
dress of the Sole Owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

John Shipley
526 N. Main Street

Jonesboro, IL 62952    

Terry Bartruff
Union County Clerk

11-13gc

ADOPTION NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS
SS.

COUNTY OF UNION
Circuit Court of Union 

County

In the Matter of the 
Petition for the 

Adoption of 
Shelby Rose 

Frances Baker, 
a female child, 

Adoption No. 16-AD-1

To:  All Unknown 
Fathers, 

and All Whom It 
May Concern

Take notice that a peti-
tion was filed in the Circuit 
Court of Union County, 
Jonesboro, Illinois, for the 
adoption of a child, named 
Shelby Rose Frances Baker.  
Now therefore, unless you, 
any and all unknown fa-
thers, and all whom it may 
concern, file your answer to 
the Petition in the action or 
otherwise file your appear-
ance therein, in the said Cir-
cuit Court of Union County, 
in the City of Jonesboro, 
Illinois, on or before the 
29th day of March, 2017, 
at 1:00 p.m., a default may 
be entered against you at 
any time after that day and 
a judgment entered in accor-
dance with the prayer of said 
Petition.

Dated, February 28, 
2017

Tiffany Busby
Union County Circuit Clerk 

William B. Ballard, Jr.
Attorneys for Petitioners

00130640
500 S. Main Street

Anna, IL 62906
618-833-6432

618-833-5488 (Fax)
11-13g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE:
LICK CREEK WATER 

DISTRICT,
ANNEXATION.
NO. 2017-MR-33

NOTICE OF HEARING 
PETITION AND 

FORMAL REQUEST TO 
BE ANNEXED 

INTO THE LICK 
CREEK WATER 

DISTRICT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH 

70 ILCS 3705/26

TO:
REAL PROPERTY 

OWNERS OR 
RESIDENTS WITHIN 

THE BOUNDARIES OF 
AREA PROPOSED TO 

BE ANNEXED, 
LEGALLY DESCRIBED 

AS FOLLOWS:

Beginning at the North-
east corner of Section 1, 
Township 11 South, Range 
1 East of the Third Prin-
cipal Meridian in Union 
County, Illinois; thence 
West along the North line 
of the Northeast Quarter to 
the Northwest corner of the 
Northeast quarter; thence 
continue West to the North-
east corner of the West half 
of the Northwest Quarter of 
said Section 1 thence South 
along the East line of said 
West Half to the Southeast 
corner of said West half; 
thence South along the 
East line of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter of said Section 1 to 
the Southeast corner of the 
Northwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter; thence 
West along the South line 

of the Northwest Quarter 
of the Southwest Quarter to 
the West line of said Sec-
tion 1; thence North along 
the East line of Section 
2 to the Northeast corner 
of the Southeast Quarter 
of the Northeast Quarter 
of Section 2; thence West 
along the North line of the 
Southeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter to the 
Northwest corner of the 
Southeast Quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter; thence 
South along the West line of 
aforesaid Quarter Quarter to 
the Northeast corner of the 
West half of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 2; thence 
West along the North line 
of the Northwest Quarter 
of the Southeast Quarter to 
the Northeast corner of the 
Southwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 2; thence South along 
the East line of the South-
west Quarter to the South 
line of Section 2; thence 
West along said South line 
to the Southwest corner 
of Section 2; thence West 
along the South line of 
Section 3 to the Southwest 
corner of Section 3; thence 
North along the East line 
of Section 4 to the North-
east corner of the South half 
of the Southeast Quarter 
of Section 4; thence West 
along the North line of said 
South half to the Northeast 
corner of the Southeast 
Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 4; thence 
West along the North line 
of the Southeast Quarter 
of the Southwest Quar-
ter of said Section 4 to the 
Northwest corner of the 
Southeast Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter; thence 
South along the West line 
of the Southeast Quarter of 
the Southwest Quarter to 
the Southeast corner of the 
Southwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter; thence 
West along the South line of 
Section 4 to the Southwest 
corner of Section 4; thence 
West along the South line of 
Section 5 to the southwest 
corner of Section 5; thence 
North along the East line 
of Section 6 to the South-
east corner of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 6; thence 
West along the North line 
of the Southeast Quarter 
of the Southeast Quarter to 
the Northwest corner of the 
Southeast Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter; thence 
North along the East line 
of the Northwest Quarter 
of the Southeast Quarter to 
the Northeast corner of the 
Northwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter; thence 
West to the Northwest cor-
ner of the Northeast Quarter 
of the Southwest Quarter; 
thence South along the West 
line of the Northeast Quar-
ter of the Southwest Quarter 
to the Southwest corner of 
the Northeast Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter; thence 
West to the Northwest cor-
ner of the Southwest Quar-
ter of the Southwest Quarter 
and the West line of Range 
1 East; thence North along 
the Range line and the East 
line of the Northeast Quar-
ter of the Southeast Quarter 
of Section 1, Township 11 
South, Range 1 West of the 
Third Principal Meridian 
in Union County, Illinois 
to the Northeast Corner 
of the Northeast Quarter 
of the Southeast Quarter 
of Section 1; thence West 
along the North line of the 
Northeast Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter to the 
Northwest Corner of said 
Quarter Quarter; thence 
South along the West line 
of said Quarter Quarter to 
the Northeast corner of the 
Southwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter; thence 
West along the North line of 
said Quarter Quarter to the 

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
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151 Denny Drive • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5495

Now leasiNg
I n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g 
apartments for individuals 
55 and older. 2 bedroom, 
1 bath, newly remodeled, 
new appliances. $675.00
Lawn care and main-
tenance included. Access 
to dining room and social 
activities.

CD 11&12GP

FOR RENT
Union County Hous-
ing Authority is taking 
applications for a one 
(1) bedroom apartment 
in Wolf Lake. Rent is 
based on income and 
some utilities are pro-
vided.
For information, call 
(618) 833-5129.

Union County Housing Authority
is an Equal Opportunity Provider 

and Employer.

11-13GPCD

FOR RENT
Union County Housing 
Authority is taking ap-
plications for a one (1) 
and two (2)bedroom 
apartment at the An-
navista Highrise. The 
applicants for Annavista 
must be 62 years of age 
or older, or drawing 
disability in order to 
qualify. Rent is based 
on income.
For information, call 
(618) 833-5129.

Union County Housing Authority
is an Equal Opportunity Provider 

and Employer.

11-13GPCD

FOR RENT
Union County Housing 
Authority is taking ap-
plications for a two (2) 
bedroom apartment in 
Cobden and a one (1) 
bedroom apartment in 
Jonesboro. The applicants 
must be at least 62 years of 
age or drawing disability 
to qualify. Rent is based on 
income and some utilities 
are provided.
For information, call (618) 
833-5129.

Union County Housing Authority
is an Equal Opportunity Provider 

and Employer.

11-13GPCD
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Northwest corner of said 
Quarter Quarter; thence 
South along the West line 
of the Southeast Quarter to 
the Southwest corner of the 
Southwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter; thence 
West along the South line of 
Section 1 to the Southwest 
corner of Section 1; thence 
west along the South line of 
Section 2 to the Southwest 
corner of Section 2; thence 
West along the South line of 
Section 3 to the Southwest 
corner of the Southeast 
Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter; thence North along 
the East line of the South 
half of the Southwest Quar-
ter of the Southeast Quarter 
to the Northeast corner of 
the South half of the South-
west Quarter of the South-
east Quarter; thence West 
to the Northwest corner 
of said South Half; thence 
South along the West line 
of said South half to the 
Southwest corner of the 
Southwest Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter; thence 
West along the South line 
of Section 3 to the South-
west corner of Section 3; 
thence continue West along 
the South line of Section 4 
to the East right-of-way line 
of the Norfolk and Southern 
Railroad; thence Southerly 
along said right-of-way line 
across Section 9 and 16 to 
the West line of Section 16; 
thence South along said 
West line to the Southwest 
corner of Section 16; thence 
South along the West line 
of Section 21 to the South-
west corner of the North-
west Quarter ; thence East 
along the North line of the 
West Half of the Southwest 
Quarter to the Northwest 
corner of the East half of the 
Southwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 21; thence South along 
the West line of said East 
half to the Southwest cor-
ner of said East half; thence 
continue South along the 
West line of the East half 
of the Northwest Quarter of 
Section 28 to the Southwest 
corner of said East half; 
thence South along the West 
line of the Northeast Quar-
ter of the Southwest Quar-
ter to the Southwest corner 
of the Northeast Quarter 
of Southwest Quarter and 
the North line of the exist-
ing Lick Creek Water Dis-
trict boundary; thence East 
along said North Boundary 
and along the South line of 
the Northeast Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter and the 
South line of the North half 
of the Southeast Quarter to 
the Southeast corner of the 
North Half of the South-
east Quarter of Section 
28; thence East along the 
existing Lick Creek Water 
District boundary and the 
South line of the North half 
of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 27 to the Southeast 
corner of said North half; 
thence continue East along 
the South line of the North 
half of the Southeast Quar-
ter to the Southeast corner 
of the Northeast Quarter 
of the Southeast Quar-
ter of Section 27; thence 
North along the existing 
Lick Creek Water District 
Boundary and the East line 
of Section 27 to the North-
east corner of Section 27; 
thence East along the ex-
isting Lick Creek Water 
District Boundary and the 
North lines of Sections 26 
and 25 to the Northeast 
corner of Section 25 and 
the Township line; thence 
North along said Township 
line to the Southwest corner 
of the Northwest Quarter 
of Section 19, Township 
11 South, Range 1 East of 
the Third Principal Merid-
ian in Union County, Illi-
nois; thence East along the 
Existing Lick Creek Water 
District Boundary to the 
Southwest corner of the 
Northwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 20; thence East along 
the existing Lick Creek 
Water District Boundary 
to the Southeast corner of 
the Northeast Quarter of 
Section 21; thence North 
along the East line of Sec-
tion 21 and the existing 
Lick Creek Water District 
Boundary to the North-
west corner of Section 22; 
thence East along the exist-
ing Lick Creek Water Dis-
trict Boundary and along 

the North lines of Sections 
22 and 23, to the Southwest 
corner of Section 13; thence 
North along the existing 
Lick Creek Water District 
Boundary and the West line 
of Section 13 to the North-
west corner of Section 13; 
thence East along the North 
line of the Lick Creek Wa-
ter District Boundary and 
the North line of Section 13 
to the Northeast corner of 
Section 13 and the East line 
of Union County; thence 
North along the East lines 
of Sections 12 and 1 to the 
Northeast corner of section 
1 and the point of beginning 
of the annexation herein de-
scribed. 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that 
a hearing on the Petition, a 
copy of which has previ-
ously been served on you, 
is scheduled for 1 p.m., on 

Historic St. Anne's Church
in Anna

One of the reasons we are glad
to be a part of the Union County community.

The Gazette-Democrat
The Talk and Cobden Review  • Serving Union County Since 1849

P.O. Box 529, 112 Lafayette Street, Anna, Illinois 62906
Phone: 618-833-2158          Fax: 618-833-5813 

email: news@annanews.com          annanews.com
facebook.com/gazettedemocrat          twitter@gazettedemocrat

April 5, 2017, Central Day-
light Time, at the Union 
County Courthouse, 311 
West Market Street, Jones-
boro, Illinois.

YOU MAY APPEAR AT 
THE HEARING AND AD-
DRESS THE COURT IF 
YOU SO DESIRE.

KEN PINNON, 
PRESIDENT 

LICK CREEK WATER 
DISTRICT

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR LICK 

CREEK WATER 
DISTRICT

205 B MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906

PHONE:  618-833-2220
BAR NO.  6244394

12g

illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

MOVING AUCTION March 
11th 10AM 15422 Strawn Rd. 
Warrensburg, IL TRACTOR 
* FURNITURE * ELEC-
TRONICS * OUTDOOR * 
APPLIANCES * TOOLS * 
JD RIDER 8 HOUSEHOLD 
* LIVESTOCK SUPPLIES 
MORE! www.corycraig.com
------------------------------
State of Illinois Surplus 
Property Online Auction 
Equipment, watches, boats, 
vehicles, knives, jewelry and 
much more iBid.illinois.gov
------------------------------
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION 
ENDS MARCH 16th 6PM 

Edwardsville, IL 100+/- Lots 
WOODWORKING TOOLS, 
ZERO TURN MOWER, 
BEE KEEPING EQUIP-
MENT, AUTOMOTIVE, 
OUTDOOR MORE! Bid On-
line:  live.A-Nauctions.com
------------------------------
HERNIA REPAIR? DID 
YOU RECEIVE A MESH 
PATCH BETWEEN 2007 
AND THE PRESENT? If 
you suffered complications 
of bowel perforation, ab-
dominal wall tears, puncture 
of abdominal organs or intes-
tinal fistulae after placement 
of this device, you may be 
entitled to compensation. 
Attorney Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727
------------------------------
TanTara Transportation is 
hiring Company Drivers and 
Owner Operators for Flat-
bed, Van, or Tank. Excellent 

equipment, pay, benefits, 
home weekly. Call 800-
650-0292 or apply www.
tantara.us
------------------------------
OTR Flatbed, $1200 aver-
age weekly income! 46-50 
CPM based on experience. 
Full benefits. Pets allowed. 
CDL-A, 1 year OTR expe-
rience, flatbed experience 
preferred. 888.682.6312 
www.drivechief.com
------------------------------
30% tax credit-feds, ad-
ditional 30% rebate-state. 
Farmers and rural businesses 
could save 25% more with 
REAP grant. Nearly free 
after tax depreciation for 
commercial projects. 25-year 
warranty. Free estimates by 
EFS Energy. Contact 217-
691-0554 or info@zgworld-
wide.com  
------------------------------

To Place Your 
Ad In The 

Gazette-Democrat
Call (618) 833-2158
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Illinois Conceal Carry Course
March 11 & 12 • 9 a.m.-5 p.m

at the Mounds VFW

Please call  Jayson Fitzgerald
at 618-534-3517 for more info

and/or to register. 11
P,
12
G

Notice
Public test of AutomAtic 

tAbulAtiNg equiPmeNt
Notice is hereby given that the Public Test of the 
Automatic Tabulating Equipment required by 10 
ILCS 5/24A-9, 24B-9 or 24C-9 will be held on

march 21, 2017 at 2:00 P.m.
at the Union County Clerk's Office located at 309 
W. Market St., Room 116, Jonesboro, IL.
As prescribed by the Election Code, this test is open 
to representatives of the political parties, the press, 
representatives of the State Board of Elections and 
the public.

Dated March 6, 2017

Terry Bartruff,
Signature of Election Authority
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Struttin’ through a field
This was one of four turkeys which were seen strutting through a corn field one evening recently in 

a field between Anna and Cobden.

Public Record
from the files at the Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro

Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded 
at the Union County clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Joseph A. Miller. Grantee: 
Jennifer J. Miller, Joseph A. 
Miller. Name: Forest Place 
Addition, Block 1, Lot 24.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Tra Bel Schae Properties 
LLC. Grantee: Jerri Schaefer, 
Nicholas E. Schaefer, Nick 
Schaefer. Name: Original 
Plat of Alto Pass, Block 6, 
Lots 6-17.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Bank of Benton, Community 
Financial Bank. Grantee: Me-
lissa Ann Gunn. Tract Section 
18 Township 11S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Cheryl Rowland, Robert 
Rowland. Grantee: Nathan 
W. Rowland. Tract Section 
24 Township 13S Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 

Bonnie M. Hileman, Wil-
liam E. Hileman. Grantee: 
Russell L. Hileman, Sherri 
D. Hileman. Tract Section 
9 Township 13S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Gina Loughridge, Gina Perry. 
Grantee: Gina Loughridge, 
Steven Loughridge. Tract 
Section 5 Township 13S 
Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
The Bank of New York, The 
Bank of New York Mellon. 
Grantee: Barry E. Clark, 
Julia D. Clark. Name: Hols-
houser’s Addition, Lot 1.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
US Bank National Associa-
tion. Grantee: Michael Dean 
Jordan. Tract Section 30 
Township 12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Mary Lee Anderson, Ka-
thie S. Landrum, Sharen K. 
Pickel, Donald E. Schlenker, 
Ralph Schlenker. Grantee: 
Tina DuBois. Name: Mary E. 
Otrich, Block B, Lots 11-15.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Sharon A. Sweitzer, Gary 
G. Wright. Grantee: Rex 
Bridgeman. Tract Section 
16 Township 11S Range 1W. 
Tract Section 17 Township 
11S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Pamela Newman, Tony J. 
Newman. Grantee: Pamela 
Newman, Tony J. Newman, 
Britany Newman, Tony Joe 
Newman II. Tract Section 33 
Township 11S Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
LaDonna S. Clymore. Grant-
ee: Martina Horn, Byron Kar-
raker. Name: Gattingers Add. 
of Anna, Lot 16.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Eva B. Holevoet, Scott J. 
Holevoet. Grantee: Rose M. 
Reeves, John R. Reeves Sr. 
Name: Kenneth E. Tucker 
Add., Anna, Lot 11.

Warranty Deed. Grant-
or: Jonathan D. Plemon. 
Grantee: Harold Frey, Mer-
edith Frey. Name: Thomas 
B. Goodman’s 1st Add., Cob-
den, Lot 2.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
First Christian Church of 
Anna, Stuart D. James, Me-
lissa Schaefer, Randy Naas. 
Grantee: Connect Point Inc. 
Name: Winstead Davies 1st 
Add. of Anna, Portion 45. Wil-
liam Menees Add. of Anna, 
Lots 1-4. Winstead Davies 
3rd Add. of Anna, Lot 4.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
First Baptist Church of Anna. 
Grantee: Aaron Filbeck, Am-
ber Skelton. Name: McIntosh 
Heirs Addition of Jonesboro, 
Lot 20.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Ronnie W. Laster, Verna D. 
Laster. Grantee: Brittany 
Pinnon, John David Pinnon. 
Tract Section 10 Township 
12S Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Ronnie W. Laster. Grantee: 
Josh Kelley. Tract Section 
10 Township 12S Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Farmers State Bank. Grant-
ee: Jacob D. Raganyi, Sarah 
E. Raganyi. Tract Section 9 
Township 11S Range 2W.

Traffic Citations
The following people were 

cited for speeding and were 
assessed $120 in fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
Union County circuit clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Jessica Nikolic, Anna. 
Toneka S. Fleming, Cape 
Girardeau. Rodney L. Stout, 
Casey. Melissa R. Gos-
sett, Carterville. Jennifer L. 
Simms, Mt. Vernon.

Monifa E. Amadi, Chi-
cago. Karlton B. Stacey, 
Centralia. Joseph A. Gray, 
Cape Girardeau. Stacey L. 
Boyer, Jonesboro. Michael 
W. Burmeister, South Pekin.

Colton C. Buhle, Mor-
ris. Anthony Brent Lane, 
Cordova, Tenn. Dennis M. 
Fraser, Sikeston, Mo. Maria 
Guadalupe Sanchez, Car-
bondale. Salim H. Powell, 
Cape Girardeau. 

Byron Jamal Potts Jr., 
Bremerton, Wash. Luke An-
drew Norris, Carbondale. 
Shannon C. Bryan, Alto 
Pass.  Alexander F. Lloyd, 
Decatur. Tamara L. Stover, 
Cape Girardeau. Robert D. 
Melton, Du Quoin.

The following people were  
cited for the indicated viola-
tions and were assessed 
the accompanying fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
circuit clerk’s office:

Amber B. Jackson, Anna, 
electronic communication de-
vice, $120. Keith R. Baggott, 
Cape Girardeau, electronic 
communication device, $120.

James K. Griffaw, Cape 
Girardeau, fail right-of-way 

emergency vehicle, $120. 
Adan Castro Roblero, Anna, 
disregard traffic control de-
vice, $200.

Kerry A. Shipley, Anna, 
electronic communication 
device, $120. Ronald G. 
Maple Jr., Marion, electronic 
communication device, $120.

Priscilla Pena, Morgan 
City, La., unlicensed, $150; 
speeding, 15-20 mph above 
l imit, $120. Britnie N.L. 
Woodrome, Anna, operate 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
$200; unlicensed, $150; child 
restraint violation, $65.

Dann R. Kraatz, Dongola, 
operate uninsured motor ve-
hicle, $200; transport/carry 
alcoholic liquor/driver, $120; 
unsafe backing on highway, 
$120. Amanda L. Smith, 
Dongola, pedestrian under 
influence of drug/alcohol, 
$120.

Christopher E. Harvell, 
Carbondale, seat belt re-
quired/passenger, $60. Ben-
jamin P. Almazan, Arkadel-
phia, Ark., unlicensed, $150.

John J. Demaire, Cobden, 
electronic communication 
device, $120. David Causey 
Ford, Gideon, Mo., improper 
traffic lane usage, $120.

Dustin Tyler Thomas 
Wilda, Jonesboro, seat belt 
required/driver, $60. Robert 
Daniel Reynolds, Jonesboro, 
unlicensed, $150.

Rebecca B. Paveliuc, 
Addison, improper traffic 
lane usage, $120. Lindle 
R. Crites, Jackson, Mo., 
electronic communication 
device, $120.

Marriage Licenses
The county clerk’s office 

issued a marriage license to:
Ralph Lee Carmack, 39, 

of Cobden, and Robin Marie 
Clark, 37, of Cobden.

Jason Carl Clinton, 39, 
of Ava, and Sarah Katherine 
Adams, 39, of Anna.

Eddie D. Wright, 63, of 
Anna, and Brenda M. Reyn-
olds, 68, of Anna.

Matthew Terrell Neal, 34, 
of Anna, and Tanya Nicole 
Morse, 36, of Anna.

A-JCHS music
students earn
top ratings

Students in the Anna-
Jonesboro Community 
High School music depart-
ment participated in the 
IHSA solo and ensemble 
contest in Carbondale on 
Saturday, March 4. 

The  group brought 
home a combined total of 
17 division one ratings and 
six division two ratings.

Those who received 
either a division one or di-
vision two rating included:

Abigail Barlow, Sam 
Acuff, Jon Parmly, Al-
leigh Curtis, Anna Madura, 
Chloe Gamber, Christa 
Wheaton, Allison Gar-
cia, Myra Turner, Graham 
Gordon, Holly McAlister, 
Katie Williams, Mackenzie 
Bryant and Maggie Cripps. 

Zach Dudley, Ethan 
Palmer,  Emma Goins, 
Meghan Smith, Kelly Mes-
samore, Megan Tehan-
don, Nara Ferguson, Nolee 
Turner, Donald Rodgers, 
Selena Rogers, Alyvea 
Phillips, Taylor Archey, 
Abby Sart in,  Makaila 
Smith, Tyler Sutton and 
Elijah Ellis.

Ag economist offers
outlook for soybeans

A University of Illinois 
agricultural economist says 
the development of soybean 
prices over the next year 
depends on the prospective 
size of the 2017 U.S. crop 
and the prospects for stocks 
at the end of the 2016-17 
marketing year.

“Soybean prices have 
remained relatively high 
despite large U.S. and world 
soybean supplies,” Tom 
Hubbs said in a news re-
lease from University of 
Illinois Extension. 

On Feb. 9, the latest re-
lease of USDA projections 
for the 2016-17 marketing 
year maintained the bal-
ance sheet numbers from 
the previous month, he said. 

At 420 million bush-
els, forecast stocks of U.S. 
soybeans at the end of the 
current marketing year rep-
resent the highest ending-
stocks estimation since the 
2006-07 marketing year. 

Additionally, the current 
projection for South Ameri-
can soybean production is 
at 6.374 billion bushels. 

The prospect of 2016-
17 marketing-year-ending 
stocks decreasing over the 
remainder of the marketing 
year is dependent on strong 
export numbers. 

Increased export poten-
tial is contingent on the 
soybean crops currently 
produced in Brazil and 
Argentina. 

Although the possibility 
of surpassing the 2.05 bil-
lion bushel USDA export 
projection for soybeans 
exists, the caution exhibited 
by the USDA in maintain-
ing the export number at its 

current level is warranted, 
Hubbs said.   

According to Hubbs, 
building expectations about 
the 2017 U.S. soybean pro-
duction prospects begin 
with planted acreage. 

Current expectations for 
soybean planted acreage 
encompass a wide range of 
possibilities. 

Some observers place 
planted acreage levels at 
89 million acres or greater. 
U.S. soybean plantings 
in 2016 came in at a re-
cord 83.4 million acres, 
which were a 700,000-acre 
increase over 2015 and 
slightly above the 83.3 mil-
lion acres planted in 2014.

Congressional Budget 
Office projections for base-
line farm programs released 
last month set planted acre-
age at 86.5 million acres. 

Current USDA long-
term baseline projections 
have 2017 planted acreage 
at 85.5 million acres. 

Multiple factors current-
ly drive the expectation of 
a large increase in soybean 
acreage. 

Hard red winter wheat 
seedings are down 3.7 mil-
lion acres. A reduction in 
soft spring wheat acreage 
is also possible, and that 
releases additional acreage 
for spring-planted crops. 

Hubbs said the lower 
cost of producing soybeans 
relative to corn and the 
perceived price advantage 
of soybeans over corn drive 
expectations of an acreage 
shift from corn to soybeans. 

The price advantage of 
soybeans relative to corn 
maintains a strong soybean 
position as the current ra-
tio of November soybean 
futures to December corn 
futures above 2.5.

The USDA plans to sur-
vey producer’s planting 
intentions in March and 
release an estimate of those 
intentions in the March 
31 Prospective Plantings 
report. 

Further clarification on 
the planted acreage in soy-
beans will be provided by 
the June USDA Acreage 
report.

Movie night
features bees

“Nature: Silence of the 
Bees” will be presented at 
a movie night which is set 
for Thursday, today, at the 
Barkhausen Cache River 
Wetlands Center near Cy-
press.

The free program is 
scheduled from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Light refreshments 
will be served. 

The wetlands center is 
located at 8885 Illinois 
Route 37. For more infor-
mation, call 618-634-2231.

The movie will focus on 
Colony Collapse Disorder, 
which is affecting honey-
bees.

Barger named
honor student

Jacob H. Barger of Anna 
has been named to the fall 
semester honor list at the 
Missouri University of Sci-
ence and Technology in 
Rolla, Mo.

Barger is a senior major-
ing in petroleum engineer-
ing.

To be included on the 
honor list, students must 
have carried a minimum 
of 12 hours and had grade 
point averages of 3.2 or 
above out of a possible 4.0.

Pancake brunch
planned at church

A pancake brunch is 
planned March 26 at the 
Apostolic Faith Tabernacle 
in Jonesboro.

Serving begins at 11 a.m. 
The menu will include pan-
cakes, egg casserole, juice, 
coffee and tea.



Judy Kay Davis 
Mezo Henson

Judy Kay Davis Mezo 
Henson, 73, of Grand Tower, 
died Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2017, 
at Saint Francis Medical 
Center in Cape Girardeau.

She was born on Sept. 18, 
1943, the daughter of Henry 
N. and Myra Lucille Wilson 
Davis in Union County.

She is survived by three 
sons, Scott (Nikki) Mezo 
of Jackson, Mo., Bradley 
Wayne Mezo of Grand Tower and Tracy (Misty) Mezo 
of Mulberry Grove; a daughter, Sherry (Kevin) Ellet of 
Grand Tower; a brother, George (Hedy) Davis of Branson, 
Mo.; a sister, Betty Zimmerman of Ava; five grandchil-
dren, Brandon, Myra, Braden, Jessi and Jenni Mezo; and 
one great-grandson, Malakai Mezo.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Jerry Henson; and one brother, Cletus Davis.

She was a homemaker and a member of the Faith As-
sembly of God in Wolf Lake.

Funeral services were at 11 a.m. Friday, March 3, at 
Meredith Funeral Home Chapel in Grand Tower, with the 
Rev. Jack Thorton and Richie Pyatt officiating. Burial was 
in Valley Mission Cemetery in Jonesboro.

To share a story or memory, visit www.meredithfh.
com.

Meredith Funeral Home Chapel in Grand Tower was 
in charge of arrangements.
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Obituaries
Wilma L. Major

Wilma L. Major, 75, 
of Cape Girardeau, and 
formerly of Anna, died 
Saturday, March 4, 2017, 
at her home.

She was born on April 
5, 1941, in Coulterville, the 
daughter of Loren and Edith 
Jones Hale.

She married Elmer David 
Major on Oct. 25, 1957. He 
preceded her in death on 
Oct. 18, 1996.

She was a custodian at 
Southeast Missouri State 
University. Her family said she will always be remem-
bered as a fun loving person with a great sense of humor 
that always seemed to sparkle.

She is survived by two sons, Mark (Barb) Major and 
Terry (Dawn) Major; two daughters, Susan (Kenny) 
Brown and Karen (Danny) Jaimet; her companion, Arlie 
Chronister; eight grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren, 
3 great-great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and other 
relatives.

She was preceded in death by her husband, her parents 
and one brother, Allen Hale.

Funeral services were at 11 a.m. Tuesday, March 7, 
at Crain Funeral Home in Cape Girardeau, with the Rev. 
Jeremy Clayton officiating. Interment followed in the 
Anna City Cemetery in Anna.

Memorials can be made to St. Francis Hospice.
To leave online condolences, visit www.crainsonline.

com.
Crain Funeral Home in Cape Gi-

rardeau was in charge of arrangements.

Marjorie Ann Edwards
Marjorie Ann Edwards, 81, of Anna, died at 2:50 a.m. 

Friday, March 3, 2017, at Union County Hospital in Anna.
She was born on Feb. 8, 1936, in Montgomery County, 

Ill., the daughter of Allen Leroy and Clara Kathrine Krum-
mel Edwards.

She is survived by her sister, Jeanette (Billy) Dove of 
Anna; one brother, Leroy Edwards of Medora; several 
nieces, nephews and many friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
At her request, she will be cremated and a private 

graveside service will be held in the Donelson Cemetery.
To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.

rendlemanhileman.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Charles O. Bacon
Charles O. Bacon, 91, of 

Cobden, passed away at 6:50 
p.m. Wednesday, March 1, 
2017, at the Illinois Veterans 
Home in Quincy.

Charles was born on Feb. 
6, 1926, in Marshall, Mo., 
the son of Carl Owen Bacon 
and Laura Moore Bacon.

He had served in Oc-
cupied Japan in the U.S. 
Army Air Corps at the end 
of World War II.

Charles was a retired 
wire chief with the Pacific Telephone and 
Telegraph in California.

Mr. Bacon was a very active member 
and a choir member of St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Cobden. He was a lifetime member of the Car-
roll P. Foster VFW Post No. 3455 in Anna.

He rode his Harley, a Heritage Softail, until he was 87 
years old. He loved his dogs and his kitties.

Charles married JoLee Coomes on Feb. 8, 1948, at St. 
Mary’s Church in El Centro, Calif. She preceded him in 
death on May 6, 1996.

Charles is survived by two daughters Sherry Haddick 
and her husband Mark Haddick of Cobden and Laura 
Bacon of Somerset, Ky.; six grandchildren, Christopher 
Khan of El Centro, Calif., Anthony (Leila) Khan of Las 
Vegas, Nev., JoLee (Troy) Martin of Science Hill, Ky., 
Ian McClellan of Science Hill, Ky., Matthew (Michelle) 
Haddick of Waterloo and Adam (Courtney) Haddick of 
Murphysboro; seven great-grandchildren, Kristina Khan, 
Olivia Khan, Nicholas Martin, Christian Martin, Sydney 
Haddick, Camille Haddick and Alianna Haddick; and 
five nephews.

Mr. Bacon was preceded in death by one infant daugh-
ter, Kathleen Marie Bacon; two sisters, Wilma Jeffers and 
Doris Wilkerson; his parents; and his stepmother, Estelle 
(Macon) Bacon.

A funeral Mass was held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, March 
8, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Cobden, with Father 
Uriel Salamanca and Father Federico Higuera officiating. 
Military honors were conducted by the Carroll P. Foster 
Post No. 3455 of the VFW of Anna and the  Illinois Na-
tional Guard funeral honor team of Marion at St. Joseph 
Cemetery in Cobden.

Rosary was said at the conclusion of visitation Tuesday 
evening at the church.

Memorials can be made for Masses, or to the American 
Diabetes Association or the American Cancer Society.

Don Corlis West
Don C. West, 93, a resident of the For-

est Grove, Ore., community, died Monday, 
Feb. 13, 2017, at the Jennings McCall Liv-
ing Facility in Forest Grove.

He was born on July 18, 1923, in Anna, the son of 
Corlis and Ferbia Waller West.

He was raised and received his education in the Anna 
community, having been a graduate with the Anna-Jones-
boro Community High School class of 1941. Upon his 
graduation, he attended Carthage College for two years. 
He enlisted in the U.S. Army in June of 1943 and served 
for one enlistment until his honorable discharge on Jan. 
10, 1946, at the rank of private first class.

He married Jean Ellen Wahl on July 24, 1946, in Anna. 
Following their marriage, they made their home in Anna 
until 1958, when they moved to the Forest Grove com-
munity, where he had resided since. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Jean, in September 1998 after they 
celebrated over 52 years of marriage together. He was also 
preceded in death by his parents, Corlis and Ferbia West.

He worked as an optometry professor at Pacific Uni-
versity in Forest Grove for over 30 years. He was an 
optometrist for over 50 years. He was a member of the 
American Legion Washington Post No. 2 in Forest Grove, 
Forest Grove Elks Lodge BPOE No. 2440 and the VFW. 
Among his special interests, he enjoyed traveling the 
world with Jean.

Survivors include his son, Roger West of Forest Grove, 
Ore.; his daughter, Andrea George of Puyallup, Wash.; 
two grandchildren and a spouse, Matthew George of Balti-
more, Md., and Erin and James Byun of San Diego, Calif.; 
two brothers and sisters-in-law, Jack and Ruth West of 
Apple Valley, Minn., and Lynn and Ann West of Cobden.

Private graveside service will be held at the Anna 
Cemetery in Anna.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Sue and Steve Eudy of 
Anna visited Sunday after-
noon with Wilburn Gibbs 
at River to River Assisted 
Living in Anna.

Steve Eudy, Ryan Wa-
chter of Jonesboro and 
Kyle Eudy of Cape Gi-
rardeau enjoyed lunch 
Thursday with Conrad 
Miller of Ullin at Triple E 
in Ullin.

Kevin and Emma Eudy 
of Cape Girardeau visited 
and had lunch Sunday with 
Sue and Steve Eudy.

Sue and Steve Eudy 
visited Saturday with Stan 
Eudy at Fountainbleau 
Lodge in Cape Girardeau.

Dolores and Jack Reyn-
olds of Reynoldsville and 
Barb and Edwin Livesay 
of Anna enjoyed eating at 
Applebee’s in Cape Gi-
rardeau on Saturday.

Visiting with Maxine 
and Fred Pedner of Fair 
City last Thursday were 
Tony, Krista and Rich-
ard Pender of Metropolis. 
Brad and Lori Pender of 
Jonesboro visited with the 
Penders’ on Saturday.

Those enjoying eating at 
Pizza Hut in Anna Thurs-
day were Ermadell Elkins 
of Anna, Shirley Miller 
of McClure, Deanie and 
Jerry Hinkle and Pam and 
Mark Eisentrout, all of 
Jonesboro.

Enjoying lunch Sunday 

at El Jalapeno in Anna were 
Naomi and Mike Clark of 
Caledonia, Mich., Peggy 
St. Cin of Cape Girardeau,  
Penny and Kerry Hill of 
McClure, Tammy and Bill 
Davis, Jadyn Samuels, 
Reagan and Alexa Hin-
kle, all of Anna, Ermad-
ell Elkins, Shirley Miller, 
Pam and Mark Eisentrout, 
Deanie and Jerry Hinkle.

Supper guests Sunday 
night of Shirley Miller 
were Naomi and Mike 
Clark, Ermadell Elkins and 
Penny and Kerry Hill.

Danielle, Jamie and 
Mya Shepard of Dexter, 
Mo., visited Saturday with 
Dorothy Smiddy of Reyn-
oldsville. Danielle also 
visited her grandmother 
last Tuesday.

Happy belated birthday 
wishes to Doris Rhodes of 
Jonesboro, whose birthday 
was Tuesday, March 7.

Daylight Saving Time 
begins Sunday, March 12. 
Be sure to set your clocks 
forward one hour on Satur-
day night.

You are invited to at-
tend services at Reynolds-
ville Missionary Baptist 
Church. Sunday School is 
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday morn-
ing worship service is at 
10:30 a.m. Sunday evening 
worship service is at 6 p.m. 
Rev. Jamie Bridgeman is 
the pastor.

Reynoldsville News
by Sue Eudy

Amy Jo Stanton
Amy Jo Stanton, 42, of Anna, died Monday, Feb. 27, 

2017, at her home.
She was born on April 27, 1974, in Cape Girardeau, 

the daughter of Brian L. and Jolynne Womack Campbell.
She is survived by her mother, Jolynne Campbell of 

Dongola; two daughters, Samantha Stanton of Carbondale 
and Brooke Stanton of Murphysboro; one grandson, Day-
lon Williamson; one brother, Shaun Campbell of Dongola, 
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her father, Brian L. 
Campbell; her grandmother, Lois Womack; her grandfa-
ther, Bob Womack; and her grandmother, Ellen Campbell.

Graveside services were at 11 a.m. at the Jonesboro 
Cemetery on Monday, March 6, with the Rev. Les Sinks 
officiating. Interment was in the Jonesboro Cemetery.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.
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"The Preaching Pen"
The 'Sunset' Years

In one of his books, Scottish scholar William Barclay tells 
of being in London on a certain occasion. As he prepared 

to cross a busy street, an elderly woman took hold of his arm 
and asked: “Will you help me across the street?” After they 
crossed the street, she sighed, “Never grow old.” Those are the 
very words my grandfather said to me many times in his later 
years, “Bud, don’t get old!” If only it were that easy! The truth 
is, we’re all going to age. What we have control over is how we 
react to that truth.

In Phil. 3:13-14, Paul tells us to pursue the future. Realize, he 
wrote these words as a prisoner in Rome. Also, he’s elderly and 
knows that his life is winding down. Yet, he wrote, “Brethren, I 
count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, 14 I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

“Reaching forth:” Paul was reaching toward the privileges 
and responsibilities of the Christian life. He was elderly, yet he 
describes himself as exerting every effort toward the mark for the 
prize (crown of righteousness – II Tim. 4:8) of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus!  

Paul says in vv. 20-21, “For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  
21Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is 
able even to subdue all things unto himself.”

We’re going to get new bodies some day. No more wrinkles. 
Nor more aches. No more pains. No surgery needed. Everything 
will be new! Until that time, let me urge us to ponder a few things.

1.  Learn to appreciate your years and what they can mean to 
others. Older people should have gained a good deal of wisdom 
and be willing and able to pass it on. There are a lot of teens 
and young married people who could greatly benefit from what 
you’ve learned.

2. As we grow older, we should be better able to see what’s 
really important in life. How sad it is when one ages, he only looks 
forward to the time when he can retire and just “play.” Man’s 
purpose on Earth goes far beyond that (Eccl. 12:13).

3. As we age we ought to learn how to be more patient with 
others. Sometimes we think, “Why are they acting so stupidly?” 
Why did we at that age? Be compassionate and help others along 
life’s road.

Growing old is more a matter of attitude than chronology, and 
we have a choice. We can live out the last days of life fearful of 
growing old, fearful of being helpless, fearful of being a burden 
on somebody else, or we can live in great expectation of our 
Savior’s return, striving to make every day count in His cause. 
If you’re fearful of where you might spend eternity, we urge you 
to visit us at the Anna church of Christ this Sunday. We meet at 
9:30 a.m. for Bible study; 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m. for worship. We 

hope to see you soon!

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ

Shop Local and Save

Compucessory Air Duster 
Cleaning Spray
CCS24302
Reg. $24.99 Pk.
SALE $8.99 Pk.

Home Office: 800-524-7911
Fax: 618-833-5813

Order Online at www.reppertsales.com

Post-It Note Dispenser
MMMWD330COLMT
Reg. $13.48 Ea.
SALE $9.99 Ea.

Lime-A-Way Coffeemaker 
Cleaner
RAC36320
Reg. $5.80 Ea.
SALE $3.99 Ea.

Obituaries Online at
annanews.com

News from

First Baptist
Church, Cobden

Pastor Ed Falgout’s mes-
sage on Sunday, March 5, 
was titled “The Diary of a 
Madman,” from Genesis.  
He spoke about “a hopeful 
beginning, an arrogant of-
fering and a hostile heart.”

Patty Cohen provided 
special music.

Sunday School begins 
at 9 a.m. Sunday morning 
worship service begins at 
10 a.m. Sunday evening 
service begins at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday service begins 
at 6:30 p.m.

Fertilizer product updates
to highlight research forum

Farmers and those con-
cerned about fertilizer 
products, including nutri-
ent efficiency, crop yields 
and water quality, have 
a chance to hear about 
practical applications of 
the latest research at the 
Illinois Nutrient Research 
and Education Council and 
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale Research 
Forum which is planned at 
the university on March 15. 

The forum is scheduled 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
SIU Student Center Ball-
room B. A $15 registration 
fee includes lunch. Regis-
tration is available online 
at illinoisnrec.org. 

When farmers buy fertil-
izer to put on a field, they 
pay a fertilizer tonnage fee 
to the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture. 

The Illinois Nutrient 
Research and Education 
Council, NREC, distributes 
a portion of this money to 
fund research and improve 
communication about how 
fertilizer affects crops, soil 
and water. 

The forum includes 
project updates from SIU 
and University of Illinois 
researchers, a farmer panel 
to discuss research needs 
and nutrient concerns and 
a statement about NREC 
priorities and vision update. 

For more information, 
contact Julie Armstrong at 
julie.armstrong@illinois-
nrec.org.
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Coming together.
It’s what sets us apart.
What happens when the premier healthcare system in southeast Missouri and a medical 

university renowned for innovation and research come together? Amazing progress for our 
region. Announcing our new affiliation with the Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery at 

Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis. It’s a collaboration that brings new 
ideas, expertise to patients, and makes us a partner in training the region’s next generation of 

Cardiothoracic Specialists. We’ve always stood apart for quality and innovation, and now 
we’re working hand-in-hand with the best to create better outcomes for heart patients and

a brighter future for our region. a brighter future for our region. 

Stronger, Together.
Another reason why, at SoutheastHEALTH, your heart is in the right place.

SEhealth.org/Together
Ralph J. Damiano Jr., MD, 
Chief-Division of Cardiothoracic 
Surgery at Washington University 
School of Medicine and 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital 

George Berberian, MD, FACS, 
Cardiothoracic Surgeon, 
Southeast Heart & Vascular Services

Paul D. Robison, MD, MMM, CPE, 
FACS, FACC, FACCP 
Medical Director, 
Cardiothoracic and Vascular Surgery, 
Southeast Heart & Vascular Services 

Ribbon cutting
The Union County Chamber of Commerce sponsored a ribbon cutting for the grand opening of 

Hebrewz Coffeehouse on West Broad Street in Jonesboro on Tuesday, Feb. 21. Hebrewz is open from 
6 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday to Thursday and Saturday and from 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Friday. Robbie 
Ralls is the owner. Photo by Amber Skelton.

Union County
United event set

“Keep It Local. Keep Us 
Connected” is the theme 
for a Union County United 
event which is planned 
Thursday evening, March 
23.

The event is scheduled 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. at StarView Vineyards 
near Cobden. Light hors 
d’oeuvres will be served.

Sponsors include Union 
County Women in Busi-
ness, the Union County 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the Union County Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration.

Sponsors say that Union 
County United is a new 
networking opportunity.

A new mobile directory 
is being introduced that will 
have Union County busi-
nesses instantly connected 
with customers.

Those who want to be a 
part of the event are asked 
to RSVP by no later than 
March 13 by contacting 
the Union County Chamber 
of Commerce by phone at 
833-6311 or by email at 
Ucchamber@outlook.com.

Giant City
backpacking
program slated

Naturalist Kevin Roh-
ling with the Cooperative 
Weed Management Area 
plans to lead a backpacking 
program March 25-26 at 
Giant City State Park near 
Makanda.

Those who participate 
in the program will have an 
opportunity to see portions 
of the park which are not 
often visited.

Periodic natural history 
descriptions and an invasive 
species survey are planned 
along the way. 

Advanced registration is 
required and will be limited 
to 12 participants. 

Beginner-advanced level 
backpackers in good physi-
cal condition are invited to 
participate. 

The program is open to 
adults and teenagers (ages 
13 and older), with the 
supervision of a guardian.

A mandatory pre-trip 
meeting is planned at 10 
a.m. March 11 at the visi-
tors center at Giant City 
State Park.

Kindergarten
screenings
set at Cobden

Cobden Unit School 
District No. 17 has sched-
uled kindergarten screen-
ings on Friday, March17.

The school district ad-
vises that parents or guard-
ians who have a child who 
will be 5 years old by Sept. 
1, 2017, and live in the dis-
trict will need to call 893-
2311 to make a screening 

appointment.
The following items will 

be needed at the screening 
appointment:

The child’s birth cer-
tificate. A certified birth 
certificate is needed, not a 
hospital copy.

The child’s immuniza-
tion record.

Proof of residency in the 
Cobden School District. 
Proof of residency can be 
a utility bill, a tax bill or 
an official document with a 
physical address on it.

Garden club
plans to meet

The Anna-Jo Garden 
Club plans to have its 
monthly meeting at 1 p.m. 
on March 14 at the United 
Methodist Church in Anna.

Minnie Ahrendt, Opal 
Ulrich, Jenan Ulrich, Paula 
England and JoAnn Lam-
bert will host the meeting.   

Linda Karraker is sched-
uled to present a program 
about Annabelle propaga-

tion. Minnie Ahrendt is 
scheduled to give a horti-
culture tip.  

Native grasses 
to be featured

A program about using 
native grasses in landscapes 
is planned at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
March 12, at the Barkhausen 
Cache River Wetlands Center 
near Cypress.The center is 
located at 8885 State Route 
37 South.For more informa-
tion, call 618-657-2064. 
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Worship at Kornthal
Third Thursday worship at Kornthal will be 
held March 16 at 7 P.M. Kornthal is located 
2 ½ miles south of Jonesboro off Illinois 127.

(Note date and time change for April.) 
The monthly service normally held on the 
third Thursday is rescheduled for Sunday, 
April 9 at 2 P.M. 8GP

Early Voting Information
Consolidated General Election

April 4, 2017

Union County, Illinois

DatES
February 23 through April 3, 2017
309 W. Market Street, Room 116

Jonesboro, IL 62952
8 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Normal early voting hours will be Monday 
through Friday. 
The exception to this will be on Saturday, April 
1, 2017. The office will be open for early voting 
from 8 A.M. until 12 P.M.

Terry Bartruff
Union County Clerk

10-15G12&13G

Cobden has history fair
A history fair was held Tuesday, Feb. 28, at Cobden Junior-Senior High School in Cobden. Students from Candace Smith’s 6th grade class and Ashley 

Taylor’s 8th grade class participated in the history fair.
Eighteen judges reviewed 67 projects which were entered in the history fair. The event was sponsored by the Union County Historical and Genealogy 

Society. Cash prizes were awarded. Winners are featured in the accompanying pictures. Photos provided.

First place, 6th grade, The Orphan Train, by Leah 
Goins.

Second place, 6th grade, The Tri-State Tornado, 
by Wyatt Lindsey.

Third place, 6th grade, Cobden Auto Repair, by 
Gracelynn Fisher.

First place (tie), 8th grade, The Blueberry Hill 
Farm, by Lilli Mason.

First place (tie), 8th grade, King Neptune, by 
Alyssa Penrod.

Second place, 8th grade, Greenwood Cemetery, 
1857-Present Decatur, Ill., by Kate Staley.

Third place, 8th grade, Buzzie the Buzzard, 
Cobden’s Town Pet, by Rory Baldwin and Ben 
Phillippe.
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FFA Week activities held 
at Shawnee High School

Officers in the FFA chapter at Shawnee High School at Wolf Lake visited 
elementary classes to teach the kids new skills Wednesday morning, Feb. 
22, for Ag in the Classroom as part of National FFA Week. 

The class of 2nd graders made popcorn and the officers helped them make 
bits of moldable plastic. Photos by Amber Skelton.

Teacher receives award
Jamie Nash-Mayberry, a teacher at Shawnee Junior-Senior High School 

at Wolf Lake, has been honored by the Auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. Nash-Mayberry received a citation for winning the Smart-Maher VFW 
National Citizenship Education Award on the local level and a check for win-
ning on the district level. Her entry has been forwarded to the state level for 
judging. From left are Lynn Smith, 15th District president, Auxiliary to the 
VFW; Jamie Nash-Mayberry; Dianna Robertson, president of Carroll P. Foster 
Auxiliary No. 3455; Linda Jackson, sponsor; and Jo Lynn Alvatter, national 
council member, who presented Nash-Mayberry with the citation and check. 
Photo provided.

Jonesboro band, choir students honored
Jonesboro School band and choir students attended the IGSMA solo and 

ensemble contest at Carbondale Middle School on Feb. 25. The Jonesboro 
students received two superior ratings, 10 Division I ratings and 5 Division 
II ratings. Nine students qualified for the state solo and ensemble contest, 
which is scheduled May 6 at Casey Middle School in Mt. Vernon. Jonesboro 
students who received honors included Isabel Tehandón, Lacey Crow, Allison 
Toler, Lily Baker, Edward Dahmer, Alicia Hernandez, Baley Robinson, Jaden 
Ebberts, Jason McAlister, Ella Lingle, Anna Rodgers, Cadence Black, Carson 
Knupp, Cassidy Janeke, Noah Rardin and Marilyn Musgrave. Photo provided. 

Lick Creek students receive honors
The Lick Creek School Beta Club had three first-

place finishes at the state convention, which was 
Feb. 27-28 in Springfield. Ethan Minckler placed 
first in the math competition. Erin Overstreet won 
first place with her painting. Julia Hall placed first 
in the special talent category. She sang “Can’t 
Help Falling in Love.” The students advance to the 
national convention, which is planned in June at 
Walt Disney World. Angie Alsip is the Lick Creek 
School Beta Club sponsor.

anthill gallery opens for ninth season
anthill gallery & vintage 

curiosities in downtown 
Cobden on March 1 began 
its ninth season of showcas-
ing original art work from 
more than 60 Southern 
Illinois artists and artisans.

The all-media Moon 
Shadows exhibition an-
nounced last year to feature 
total eclipse and celestial 
theme-related art work by 
anthill gallery artists is 

scheduled to be exhibited 
at anthill gallery and at 
the Yellow Moon Cafe’s 
Luna Gallery from mid-July 
through late-September.

The exhibition will be 
held in conjunction with 
this year’s total eclipse ac-
tivities.

anthill gallery currently 
is exhibiting its Spring Off 
The Wall Group Artist Ex-
hibition. 

Southern Illinois art-
ists are producing original 
paintings in oil, acrylic, en-
caustic wax and watercolor; 
soft and vibrant wearable 
works of art, ceramics, 
hammered and heat forged 
functional iron art and jew-
elry; weaving, mixed media 
and collage; digital and film 
photography.

Many of these local art-
ists, some of them residing 
in Cobden, have earned 
national distinction with 
their art and are members 
of Illinois’ State Artisan 
Program.

The Spring Off The Wall 
Group Artist Exhibition 
can be viewed Wednesday 
through Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Sun-
day from noon to 4 p.m. at 
anthill gallery.

Larger paintings and 
photographs in the exhi-
bition can be seen at the 
Yellow Moon Cafe’s Luna 
Gallery, which is sched-
uled to be open Wednesday 
through Saturday. Specific 
hours of operation can be 
found at yellowmooncafe.
com.

anthill gallery & vintage 
curiosities is located at 102 
N. Front St. and the Yel-
low Moon Cafe at 110 N. 
Front St., both in downtown 
Cobden.

Simulcast at Anna church to feature 
'War Room' actress Priscilla Shirer

Women from through-
out Southern Illinois are 
invited to a special event 
which is scheduled Sat-
urday, April 8, at Anna 
Heights Baptist Church in 
Anna.

The church plans to 
host a live simulcast from 
Tulsa, Okla., with Priscilla 
Shirer. Shirer appeared in 
the movie “War Room.”  

Doors are scheduled to 
open at 8:30 a.m. The pro-
gram is scheduled to begin 
at 9 a.m.

The program will fea-
ture worship music with 
Tony Evans, prayer time 
and sessions led by Shirer. 

The conference is sched-
uled to end at about 4:30 
p.m.  

Tickets for the simulcast 
are $15 and include lunch.   
To order tickets, go to 
ahbctickets@gmail.com. 
Include your name, mailing 
address, and the number of 
tickets requested. Confir-
mation of a ticket request 
will be made by email.  

A check for the total 
number of tickets request-

ed  is to be sent to Anna 
Heights Baptist Church, 
100 Turner Ave., Anna, 
Ill. 62906.  

Tickets will be returned 
by mail as soon as pay-
ment is received. Checks 
are to be made payable to 
the Anna Heights Baptist 
Church.

Organizers noted that 
seating will be limited and 
tickets should be ordered 
soon. 
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News from

Anna Nazarene Church

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Basler excavating

& trucking
Demolition, Clearing,

Basements, Track Hoe Service
833-7831

P.O. Box 647
Anna, IL 62906

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour Roadside Service
2271 Rt. 146 West • 833-5937

Rt. 146 • Jonesboro, IL
Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

833-1725

Midwestern ProPane Gas Co.
anna, iL

Mike Jones, Manager  833-6300

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.

304 W. Market, Jonesboro
833-6521

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498

www.sewlparts.com

Don's Auto Body
Expert Repair

Insurance Work
511 E. Vienna • 833-3102

A & G Automotive
109 Transcraft Drive

Anna, IL 62906

833-8755

Cardinal Corner

JR Centre, Inc.
100 Florsheim Drive

P.O. Box 181  • Anna, IL
(618) 833-4956

Need a Tow?
Call the Pro!

Pro 1 Auto Body
893-2252

Tyler R. Edmonds
Union County

State's Attorney

Terry & Tina Riley • 833-9225
Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064
Your Hometown Store

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

"For All Occasions"
202 Public Square
Jonesboro, IL
(618) 833-9222
www.fromtheheartflower.com

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

300 Leigh Avenue • Anna IL 62906
(618) 833-8592

COBDen
AutO RePAIR

213 N. Appleknocker
Cobden, IL 62920
893-2102

BuSInESS HOuRS
7:30-5:30 Mon. - Fri.

J.W. Reynolds MeMoRials
We will not be undersold!

517 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(Across from old Bunny Bread Bakery)

(618) 833-6014 • www.nahsi.com
rwebb@nahsi.com • (618) 771-3861

Mulberry Manor
Residential Services for Adults

with Developmental Disabilities
24-Hr. Licensed Nursing Facility

Individually Tailored Array of Services
(618) 833-6012

Walker Funeral 
Homes & Crematory

425 Main St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2637

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating

& Air Conditioning
1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL

(618) 833-5211
"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
201 e. Chestnut st.

anna, iL 62906

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

We
 ca

re about your total body health and wellness.

Ozbourn Chiropractic 
Clinic, S.C.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

618-833-2179

131 W. Chestnut

24 Hour Access
833-3234

Proud to be
partnered with 
Silver Sneakers

Dine-In • Carryout
Delivery

1835 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-2415
www.pizzahut.com

307 E. Davie • Anna, IL 62906
Phone (618) 833-6916 • 833-6816

Fax (618) 833-5562

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies • Home & Garden

Southpass 
Beads & Fibers

Feed your crafting needs.
BEAdS • YArn • SuppLIES

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 12-6 • Sat. 10-5
southpassbeads.etsy.com • Find us on  southpassbeads

203 E. Ash St., Cobden, IL • (618) 893-6170

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Main St. • Alto Pass, IL 
618-893-1634 • 270-434-2200

hendrix accounting
Jack W. hendrix, accountant

1155 East Vienna Street, Suite A
P.O. Box 358 • Anna, IL 62906

Office (618) 833-5636
Fax (618) 833-8141

jack@hendrixaccounting.com

Open every day 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
833-7330 • We Deliver

Chris and Alma Nikolic, Owners
"In Rust We Trust"

1000 Leigh Ave. #B • Anna, IL 

We have the best burgers and wings in town

Southern Counseling Services
Children, Adolescents and Adults

Thomas R. Casper LCPC, LPHA
Licensed Clinical professional Counselor

1103 Public Square P.O.Box 257
Jonesboro, IL 62952

Phone: 618-833-8262 Fax: 618-833-6913

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin
Anna, IL 62906 Owner
618-833-5986 jasonm@triplecmeats.com

Licensed & Insured
License # 058-193632

Contractors Lic.
#055-042748

www.stegleplumbing.com
stegle2011@gmail.com

2165 Boyd Road
Anna, IL

(618) 833-PuMP 
(7867)

License # 054-801451 

Anna, Illinois • Owners, Jeremy & Kristen Stegle

Residential and Commercial Plumbing

Septic Tank Pumping
Serving all of Southern Illinois

PAST soup, chili, dessert
event planned at St. Anne’s

The PAST organization of Union County is planning 
to host its annual soup/chili supper and dessert auction 
on Friday evening, March 10. The event is scheduled to 
begin at 5:30 p.m. and will be at the historic St. Anne’s 
Church, which is located at 507 S. Main St. in Anna.

The cost is $5 per person. The supper and auction 
help to support the upkeep of the historic St. Anne’s 
Church. Donations of desserts for the auction are wel-
come. PAST asks that no cream desserts be brought.

Walk-ins are welcome. If possible, those who plan 
to attend are asked to call 833-9441 to help the hosts 
plan for the amount of food to prepare.

Parking is available half a block from the church, 
behind Stinson Memorial Library.

The congregation’s sym-
pathy goes out to the family 
of the Rev. Michael Ice, a 
former pastor and friend who 
dedicated his life to sharing 
and showing the love of 
Christ with others. He died 
on Wednesday, March 1. 
He served as pastor at Anna 
Nazarene from 1976 to 1990. 

Funeral services were 
Saturday, March 4, at 10 
a.m. at Salem Grace Church 
of the Nazarene with his son, 
Trenton Ice, officiating.            

Music for the Sunday, 
March 5, morning worship 
service was led by Randy 
Wright and accompanied by 
Johnathon Cauble.

The offertory was pro-
vided by Johnathon Cauble. 
Robert Smith, Curly Ralls, 
Dorris Johnson and Phil Ray 
served as ushers. 

Special music was pro-
vided by the children’s choir.  

The morning message, 
“The Power of Provision,” 
was brought by Pastor Mc-
Bride from 2 Kings. 

The message shared that 
“when we trust with our little 
we meet an unlimited sup-
plier that takes what we have 
and multiplies it abundantly. 
None of us can survive in 
this world apart from provi-
sions that are outside of our-
selves. God, the creator of 
the universe, is the one who 
provides us with everything 
we need.” 

Music for the Sunday 
evening worship service was 
led by Randy Wright and 
accompanied by Johnathon 
Cauble.  

Offertory was provided 

by Johnathon Cauble. 
Ushers for the evening 

service were Curt Lyerla, 
Curly Ralls, Dorris Johnson 
and Phil Ray. 

Special music was pro-
vided by Jack and Nina 
Shepard.

The evening message, 
“Regaining Lost Ground,” 
was brought by Pastor Mc-
Bride from Joshua.

The message shared that 
“your set back is God’s setup 
for your comeback. God 
invests more in you when 
you’re low so that He then 
gets a greater return when 
you rise. God too gets the 
glory and receives a greater 
return when he invests in 
you and you come back.
God is fully invested in your 
comeback.” 

Communion was served 
to the congregation. 

Birthdays: Bob McClure, 
Sarah Treece, March 5.

On March 18, a dinner 
is planned from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. in the fellow-
ship hall, followed by Mark 
Murphy concert at 7 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. 

Sunday School begins at 
9:30 a.m. with classes for 
all ages. Worship services 
are Sunday at 10:35 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. and Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m. 

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

The sermon on Sunday 
was titled “The Living 
Walk of Faith.” with vari-
ous scriptures selected.

The sermon shared that 
“it takes more than half-
hearted commitment to 
be successful at anything, 
including our walk of faith.

“First,  we must make 
the decision of faith, a 
sincere commitment to 
follow God, not just when 
life is easy.

“Next is the direction of 
faith; society influences us 
to depend on materialism 
and other people. God is 
wiser and stronger than 
anything Earthly we can 
give allegiance to; we must 
remain focused on Him.

“Third is the dilemma 
of faith. As Christians we 
must realize from time to 
time we will be ridiculed, 
marginalized, and minimal-
ized for our faith.

“But the durability of 
faith is worth it all. Jesus is 
the same today as yesterday 
and will be tomorrow.  The 
living walk of faith is decid-
ing to follow Jesus Christ.”         

Receiving the offering 
on Sunday were Aldi and 
Vodra Gerard, assisted by 

their father, Tony.
The church’s elder for 

March is Sandy Boaz.
Celebrating birthdays 

the past week were Amanda 
Batts on the 4th  and Tam-
my Vance on the 8th.

Sunday School is at 10 
a.m. followed by worship 
at 11 a.m.

News from

Trinity Lutheran
Church, Anna

The pastor’s sermon on 
the first Sunday in Lent was 
titled “Death Hangs Over 
Our Every Day.”

The message shared that 
“death is bound up with sin, 
and as such it is a boundary 
that we cannot overcome. 
It is only through faith in 
Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion that we have victory 
over sin and therefore over 
death.”

This year the church is 
using the Service of Prayer 
and Preaching in the Lu-
theran Service Book. 

All midweek Lenten ser-
vices are scheduled to start 
at 6:30 p.m. This year’s  
midweek Lenten sermons 
will focus on the Ten Com-
mandments.                                                                                                    

Services are scheduled on 
the first and third Saturday 
of every month at 5:30 p.m.; 
and Sunday at 9:15 a.m. for 
Bible study and 10:30 a.m. 
for Divine Service. 

News from

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

On Sunday, March 5, 
Pastor Mike Turner began a 
new series, “Malachi:  Con-
fronting Complacency in 
Marriage, Money and Min-
istry,” with the message, 
“Is He Coming or Not?” 
The message was based on 
selections from the Book of 
Malachi. 

Music was directed by 
associate pastor of worship 
Paul Lemon. Jerri Tehandón 
and the worship choir pro-
vided special music.

Women on Mission plan 
to meet at 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, today. 

A church leadership 
meeting is planned at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, today. 

Birthdays: Jim Ralls and 
Doris Rhodes, March 7. 

The schedule for worship 
at Jonesboro First Baptist 
includes three services on 
Sunday at 8:15 a.m., 10:35 
a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Men meet for Bible study 
on Mondays at 7 p.m.

Awana for children age 4 
through 6th grade is from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
days. Adult Bible study/
prayer meeting and youth 
is on Wednesdays from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. All are 
welcome.

Mark Murphy
to minister
at Anna church

The Anna Church of the 
Nazarene in Anna plans 
to welcome gospel soloist 
and recording artist Mark 
Murphy.

Murphy, of Selma, Ind., 
also is an ordained minister 
and a commission evan-
gelist.

He is scheduled to min-
ister at the Anna church 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
March 18-19.

On Saturday, a dinner is 
planned from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. A concert follows 
at 7 p.m.

Services are planned at 
10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. on 
Sunday.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Savings Time
Don’t forget to set your 

clocks one hour ahead Sun-
day, March 12, for Daylight 
Saving Time.

Washington Guests
Guests  of  Ray and 

J u a n i t a  B u t l e r  w e r e 
friends James and Pat Blan-
ton from Seattle, Wash. 

Ray and Jim were on 
ships together in Vietnam. 
The last time they saw each 
other was in 1968. They 
were talking about a lot 
of the guys having cancer 
from Agent Orange and 
how they were doing. 

Ray and Juanita were 
so  thankfu l  J im had 
found them a few years 
ago and were able to come 
and see them. They had a 
great visit listening to the 
guys talking of things and 
all their years in U.S. Navy; 
the good and bad times, all 
the great friends they have 
met and kept in touch with. 
Treasure all the wonderful 
memories. 

Juanita says it is always 
great to talk to friends any 
time. It was great as it 
seemed that they had al-
ways been around them. 
They love and treasure 

Rage and Titan Henderson enjoyed their first 
wrestling season with the Junior Wildcats. They 
competed at a wrestling regional competition in 
Carbondale Feb. 25. They then took their papa, 
Terry Henderson, out for his birthday.

Good citizens Edna and Jim Goddard left their 
place of business to help clean up at the new store 
in Anna, The Here and Now Shop.

Union County Housing staff had a retirement 
party for Alan Brimm, maintenance supervisor. 
Thanks for all your years of service Alan. Con-
gratulations to Karry Pender, who will be the new 
maintenance supervisor.

Kate Jamruk, Council 31 AFSCME retiree coordi-
nator from Springfield, spoke at the Retirees State 
Workers Union meeting. Alan Latoza also spoke at 
the meeting. Latoza is president of AFSCME Illinois 
Retirees Subchapter 93, on the AFSCME Retirees 
executive board, and a board member of American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employ-
ees, AFLO-CIO and SERS.

Janet Bixler, left, and Marie Samuel show some 
Mardi Gras creations at LEAA in Marion, Feb. 28. 
Both ladies are bringing paintings for the next 
Poaintry session at the Anna Arts Center.

The Here and Now Shop has opened at 319 S. 
Main Street in downtown Anna. Ilse Easterly is 
the manager and Susan Whitemountain and Lee 
Hackney are owners.

Donovan Smith’s celebration of life memorial service at the Anna VFW was a great success, with 
about 300 people showing respect to him. The VFW, the Masonic ceremony, the Indian service, the 
POW MIA sock collection, the balloon release, the food and dedication were with great love for a man 
who will be truly missed.  

A special thanks to state representative Terri 
and Rick Bryant for attending the Anna Art Center 
flamingo auction.

Congratulations to 
Pastor Steve, Jena and 
Gigi Guined on your 
new church building. 
Our neighborhood was 
blessed by the love of 
God, church bells ring-
ing and the lights shin-
ing through the cross 
windows at Connect 
Point Church  on North 
Main Street in Anna Sun-
day night. The building 
was formerly the home 
of the First Christian 
Church.

Rage and Titan Henderson competed in their final rodeo of the season on 
Saturday, March 4, at Flickerwood Arena in Fruitland, Mo. Both boys rode 
their sheep the entire eight seconds.

all their friends far and 
near. Ray and Juanita hope 
they are able to get together 
again this year.

Happy Birthday Terry
After competing at wres-

tling regional competitions 
in Carbondale on Feb. 25, 
Rage and Titan Hender-
son took their pa,Terry 
Henderson, ma, mom and 
dad to Triple E in Creal 
Springs to celebrate their 
pa’s birthday. 

Rage and Titan wrestle 
with the Junior Wildcats. 
They enjoyed their first 
wrestling season. The sea-
son for the younger wres-
tlers ended at regionals. 
Rage and Titan want to 
wish luck to the older wres-
tlers on their team who are 
wrestling in sectional com-
petitions.

Welcome New Store
Doris Hileman, Nona 

Evans and Cheryl Milam 
have opened a new store on 
the four-way stop in Anna, 
Revamp Studios. They have 
some things in and are work-
ing on stocking their store. 

Local crafters will be 
displaying furniture and 
taking orders for them. 
They refinish furniture. 
They have original paint-
ings, gift baskets, clothing, 
vintage and new. They will 
do alterations and sewing. 

For more information, 
please call 618-697-4968 
or stop by and visit with 
them.

80th Birthday
Bill Jackson celebrated 

his birthday Valentine’s 
Day. He was honored with 
a birthday party at his busi-
ness, which he partially 
rents out to Nona Evans, 
Cheryl Milam and Doris 
Hileman for their new store 
Revamp. Bill just painted 
the poles on his building 
and remodeled.

Special Thanks
A special thanks to Caro-

lyn and Fawn Follis for 
giving me credit when they 
renewed five subscriptions 
to The Gazette-Democrat, 
including Mary and Car-
lyn Light, Lawrence John-
ston, Linda and Duane 
Hileman, Patsy and Ed 
Shelby, Clara and Gaylon 
Cates. It was like my birth-
day when I got all these. 
Thanks so much.  

A-JCHS Class of 1964
The A-J class of 1964 

is having an informal class 
dinner at the Moose Lodge 

in Anna Saturday, March 
25, at 6:30 p.m. 

Reservations must be 
made by March 17. Call 
Judy Neal at 967-7133 to 
reserve your spot. Come 
and join us for good fun and 
great memories.

104th Birthday
There was a dinner after 

church at the Pentecost 
Church in honor of  Goldie 
Woods’ 104th birthday.

Trip
Brenda Allen visi t-

ed family in Charleston, 
Mo.  

St. Anne’s Church
Enjoy historic St. Anne’s 

Church and great food this 
Friday, March 10, at 5:30 
p.m. for $5 a person. 

Proceeds will go toward 
utility bills and mainte-
nance at St. Anne’s. Anyone 
is welcome to bring a des-
sert to be auctioned.

Sew & So April Fibers 
Exhibit

The Little Egypt Art 
Association downtown 
Marion on the square will 
have a exhibit of any fiber 
or quilted works as well 
as paintings and photos of 
quilts, shawls, afghans, etc. 

Call 618-889-4145 for 
more information or entry 
forms. Entry forms will be 
available April 3, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at delivery 
times. 

The exhibit will be April 
4-28. The pick up day is 
May 1 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The cost is $5 entry 
fee per item for non-LEAA 
members.

VFW
Thursday, March 9, the 

VFW Auxiliary plans to 
hold their monthly meet-
ing starting at 6 p.m. Next 
year’s special project for 

the incoming state presi-
dent will be a cookbook. If 
you have a favorite recipe, 
please bring it to the meet-
ing Thursday night and 
they will submit it for the 
cookbook. 

The post plans to hold 
their monthly meeting at 
7 p.m. The post will hold 
nominations of officers at 
this meeting.  

On Saturday, March 11, 
the Turkey Federation is 
planning their annual din-
ner at the post. If you can 
help serve, please be at the 
post by 5:30 p.m.  

The auxiliary is hosting 
a flea market at the post 
April 1. If you have some 
unwanted items you want 
to get rid of, please contact 
president Dianna Robert-
son at 618-614-2168 about 
reserving a table.

(continued on page 5)
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Television Listing

Anna News
(Continued from previous page)

Thanks to Brenda Al-
len, Dianna Robertson and 
Debbie Lence decorated 
the auxiliary hall for the 
Donovan Smith celebration 
of life. The decorations and 
cake were donated by Col-
lin Cain.

Anna Arts Center
A special thanks to ev-

eryone who came to the an-
nual flamingo auction.   

Birthday
Rhonda Abernathy cel-

ebrated her birthday Feb. 
28 in sunny Naples, Fla.

State Retirees Meeting
Kate Jamruk, Council 

31 AFSCME Retiree coor-
dinator from Springfield, 
spoke at the Retiree State 
Workers Union meeting. 

Alan Latoza president 
AFSCME, Illinois Retirees 
Subchapter 93. AFSCME 
Retirees Executive Board. 
American Federation of 
State, County and Munici-
pal Employees, AFL-CIO 
and SERS board member 
also spoke at the meeting. 
Alan is from Marion.

Kate told about the state 
insurance and how it would 
affect the retirees.

They also told about the 
impact of the strike if it 
happened and encouraged 
retirees not to sign up to  
go back to work if there is 
a strike. They will not be 
covered under the union if 
they go to work.

The door prize was won 
by Todd Vincent.

AFSCME retirees meet 
on the fourth Tuesday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at Anna 
Heights Baptist Church. 
They encourage other state 
retirees to join them. There 
will be a election of new of-
ficers on March 28 at 1 p.m.

United  Methodis t 
Church, Anna

Holy Communion was 
taken.

Rev. Carl Johnston’s 
sermon was “How do you 
define yourself?” Scripture 
was from John. The choir 
special was “Remember.” 

Barbara House led the 
singing and the call to 
worship.  

The March mission will 
be collecting for the youth 
to attend summer camp at 
Little Grassy.

Game night is Friday, 
March 10. They will be 
having fried chicken.

The youth will have a 
lock-in at the church over-
night on Friday, March 17. 
On Sunday, March 19, the 
youth will facilitate the 
morning worship service.

A birthday celebration was held Sunday for 
Shelly Pearl’s dad Kerry Glasco, who turned 60 
Sunday, and Shelly’s popo Gary Glasco, who turned 
82 on Friday, March 3. They celebrated with lunch 
and then went to Shelly’s house for cake and ice 
cream.

THURSDAY MARCH 9, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Seinfeld “Fast” (‘09) Un der cover “Apoc a lypse” (5:05) “Eraser”
(‘96) (HD)

“Bridge of
Spies” (‘15)
Tom Hanks.
Pris oner re -
lease.

:30 Seinfeld aaa “Cap tain 
Amer ica: The
First Avenger”
(‘11) Hero fights
evil.

Good Luck To night

7 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

Big Bang MasterChef Ju -
nior (HD)

Super store 2 Broke Stuck Mid. aaa “Res i -
dent Evil” (‘02)
Zom bie bat tle.

“The Dark ness”
(‘16) Fam ily ter -
ror ized.:30 In doors Pow er less 2 Broke Good Luck

8 PM Scan dal Cam -
paign threat.

(:01) Mom (:01) Kick ing &
Scream ing

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball from
Barclays Cen ter
in Brook lyn, N.Y.
(Live)

Big Bang Liv Maddie Bil lions “Op ti mal
Play”:30 Pieces (HD) Big Bang Liv Maddie 24/7 (HD) “Emelie” (‘16)

De ranged
babysitter.9 PM The Catch (HD) Train ing Day

“Faultlines”
Lo cal Pro grams Black list: Re -

demp tion
Big Bang Col ony “Tamam

Shud”
BUNK’D Real Sports -

Gumbel
Home land (HD)

:30 Big Bang BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Conan Zany
sketches.

(:01) Law & Or -
der: SVU

Jessie (HD) (:15) Big Lit tle
Lies (HD)

aac “Vam -
pire’s As sis -
tant” (‘09) (HD)

Gig o los

:30 (:35) Jimmy
Kimmel (HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Jessie (HD) Dark Net

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams 2 Broke (:01) Law & Or -
der: SVU

Girl World Crash ing Bil lions “Op ti mal
Play”:30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Conan (HD) Best Frnds “Fri day” (R) “Hal low een”

FRIDAY MARCH 10, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “ACC Tour -
na ment:
Semi fi nal #1”

Seinfeld Mod Fam ily (5:15) “Frozen”
(‘13) (HD)

aac “Mama” ac “Fan tas tic
Four” (‘15)

(5:00) “Crash”
(‘05) (HD):30 Seinfeld Mod Fam ily VICE (HD)

7 PM Man Stand. MacGyver
“Flash light”

Rose wood (HD) Grimm “Blood
Magic” (HD)

To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Mod Fam ily Tan gled: The
Se ries

(:15) “Amer i can 
Psy cho” (‘00)
Banker turns
killer. (R)

“Ev er est” (‘15)
Bat tle to sur vive
win ter storm.
(HD)

Bil lions “Op ti mal
Play”:30 Dr. Ken Mod Fam ily

8 PM Shark Tank (HD) Ha waii Five-0
“Puka ‘ana”

Sleepy Hol low “In -
sa tia ble”

Date line NBC
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball from
Barclays Cen ter
in Brook lyn, N.Y.
(Live)

Mod Fam ily (:05) Stuck in the
Mid dle

Per fect in ‘76

:30 Mod Fam ily

9 PM 20/20 In ves ti ga -
tive news.

Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Mod Fam ily Tan gled: The
Se ries

Real Time w/Bill
Maher

“Trapped” (‘02)
Charlize Theron. 
A child is kid -
napped

ShoBox: The
New Gen er a tion 
(T) (HD):30 Mod Fam ily

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal The De tour Mod Fam ily (:05) Jessie VICE (HD)

:30 (:35) Jimmy
Kimmel (HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Mod Fam ily Jessie (HD) Jerrod
Carmichael: Love11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Mod Fam ily Liv Maddie “Chang ing

Lanes” (‘02):30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Mod Fam ily Liv Maddie VICE (HD)

THURSDAY
7:00pm

FOX MasterChef Ju nior “Kitchen Emer -
gency” The Top 16 cooks are pit ting against
each other in their first team chal lenge in
which they must feed emer gency first re -
spond ers. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
ABC Scan dal “They All Bow Down” Jake and
Vanessa’s re la tion ship is sues be gin to be -
come a threat to the cam paign, push ing Olivia
to make a change; a ground-break ing rev e la -
tion is un cov ered. TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

NBC Grimm “Blood Magic” While in ves ti gat -
ing a se ries of griz zly at tacks, Nick and Hank’s
in ves ti ga tion leads them to a nearby nurs ing
home; Eve reaches out to Adalind for help.
TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
CBS Ha waii Five-0 “Puka ‘ana” While han -
dling the case of an abused young girl,
McGarrett and Kono be gin to col lect ev i dence
that points to her hav ing been the vic tim of sex 
traf fick ing. TV14 (HD)

7:25pm
HBO Neigh bors 2: So ror ity Ris ing aac

(2016, Com edy) Seth Rogen, Zac Efron. Mac
and Kelly en list Teddy to help come up with
ways to get their new neigh bors, the wild
Kappa Nu so ror ity, to move off the block. R
(HD)

9:05pm
MAX Hard ball aac (2001, Drama) Keanu
Reeves, Di ane Lane. A man bor rows money
for a gam bling habit un der the con di tion that
he coaches a lit tle league team from the
Cabrini Green hous ing pro jects. PG-13 (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY MARCH 11, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(5:00) Bas ket ball
(Live) (HD)

Bas ket ball Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(5:00) Bas ket ball
(Live) (HD)

2 Broke (HD) “Cap tain Amer -
ica: First
Avenger” (‘11)

“Frozen” (4:55) “X-Men:
Apoc a lypse”
(‘16, Ac tion)

(5:10) “Pitch
Black” (‘00)

Bil lions “Dead Cat 
Bounce”:30 Postgame Big Bang Tan gled: The

Se ries7 PM NBA Count Ran som “The
Art ist” (HD)

24: Leg acy (HD) The Voice (HD) GameDay Big Bang “Constantine”
(‘05) A de tec tive 
bat tles with Sa -
tan’s son.

Bil lions “Op ti mal
Play” (HD):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Golden State
War riors at San
An to nio Spurs
(Live) (HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball “ACC Tour -
na ment:
Cham pi on ship”

Big Bang “X-Men: The
Last Stand”
(‘06) A “cure” for 
mu tants pro -
vokes war. (HD)

“The
Incredibles”
(‘04) Jeff
Pidgeon. A for -
mer superhero.

(:25) “Neigh -
bors 2: So ror ity 
Ris ing” (‘16)8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) APB “Hate of

Com rades”
Taken CIA op er a -
tive. (HD)

Big Bang “Amer i can Ji -
had” (‘17)
Home grown
Jihadism. (NR)

:30 Big Bang

9 PM 48 Hours Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Sat ur day Night
Live (HD)

Big Bang Jerrod Car-
mi chael: 8 (HD)

(:05) “Hard ball”
(‘01) A man
coaches a lit tle
league team.

:30 GameDay Big Bang Stuck Mid.

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal pro gram -
ming in for ma -
tion.

MasterChef Ju -
nior (HD)

Lo cal Col lege Bas ket -
ball from T-Mo -
bile Arena in Las 
Ve gas

Fron tal (HD) “Cap tain Amer -
ica: The First
Avenger” Hero
fights evil.

Liv Maddie HBO Box ing Af -
ter Dark
“3/11/17" (Live)
(HD)

Bil lions “Op ti mal
Play” (HD):30 (:29) Sat ur day

Night Live
Sketch com edy.

The De tour (:35) Jessie

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Conan Zany
sketches. (HD)

Liv Maddie “Ev er est” Vi o -
lent storm.

“Amer i can Ji -
had” (‘17):30 Liv Maddie

MONDAY MARCH 13, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Women Se lec tion 
(Live)

Fam ily Guy Mod Fam ily Un der cover Ol i ver (HD) (5:00) “In som nia”
(‘02) (R)

(5:00) “Congo”
(‘95) (HD):30 Fam ily Guy Mod Fam ily Good Luck To night

7 PM The Bach e lor
(HD)

Kevin Wait 24: Leg acy Lost
ev i dence.

The Voice “Blind 
Au di tions, Part
6” (HD)

ESPN Tour na -
ment Chal lenge
Spe cial

Fam ily Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

Stuck Mid. aaac “The
Nice Guys”
(‘16) Huge con -
spir acy. (R) (HD)

“The Man from
U.N.C.L.E.” CIA 
and KGB
agents.

Home land
“alt.truth” (HD):30 Man Plan Am. Dad Good Luck

8 PM Su pe rior (:01) APB
“Daddy’s Home”

Am. Dad Liv Maddie Bil lions “The
Oath” (HD):30 2 Broke Fam ily Guy Liv Maddie

9 PM (:01) Bach e lor
(HD)

Scor pion (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Taken “Off Side”
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball Live

Fam ily Guy BUNK’D “Cries from
Syria” (‘17)
Con flict in Syria.
(NR) (HD)

“Mis sion: Im -
pos si ble II”
(‘00) Vi rus leak
threat. (HD)

Home land
“alt.truth” (HD):30 Fam ily Guy BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan (HD) (:05) Fri day Night
Tykes

Jessie (HD) Bil lions “The
Oath” (HD):30 (:35) Jimmy

Kimmel (HD)
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Jessie (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter with 
Scott

2 Broke Chrisley Girl World Big Lit tle Lies
(HD)

“Na tional Trea -
sure” (‘04)

Nick Can non:
Stand Up,:30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Conan (HD) Chrisley Best Frnds

TUESDAY MARCH 14, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2017 NIT Bas -
ket ball Tour na -
ment “First
Round” (Live)

Big Bang Chrisley Tan gled: The
Se ries

“Lady Wa ter” “Keep ing the
Faith” (‘00)

“No Coun try
for Old Men”
(‘07) Money and 
mur der.

:30 Big Bang Chrisley To night

7 PM The Mid dle NCIS “M.I.A.”
(HD)

New Girl The Voice (HD) Big Bang WWE
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

Stuck Mid. “Neigh bors 2:
So ror ity Ris -
ing” (‘16)

“I Love You,
Man” Quest for
best man.:30 House wife The Mick Big Bang Good Luck

8 PM Fresh Off NCIS: New Or -
leans (HD)

(:01) Bones Dead
di rec tor.

This Is Us
“Moonshadow”

2017 NIT Bas -
ket ball Tour na -
ment “First
Round” (Live)

Big Bang Liv Maddie Bil lions “The
Oath” (HD):30 O’Neals Big Bang Liv Maddie Ro man (HD) (:45) “Pitch Per -

fect 2” (‘15) A
cappella group.
(HD)9 PM Peo ple Icons

(HD)
NCIS: New Or -
leans (HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Trial “Pi lot” The De tour Chrisley BUNK’D Girls (HD) Home land
“alt.truth” (HD):30 Trial (HD) Big Bang Chrisley BUNK’D Crash ing

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan (HD) Mod Fam ily Jessie (HD) HBO Box ing Af -
ter Dark
“3/11/17" (R)
(HD)

Bil lions “The
Oath” (HD):30 (:35) Jimmy

Kimmel (HD)
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Jessie (HD) “Towelhead”
(‘08) Arab-Amer -
i can teen.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter with 

Scott
The De tour Mod Fam ily Girl World “Lost High way”

(‘97) (R):30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Conan (HD) Mod Fam ily Best Frnds

WEDNESDAY MARCH 15, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Count down 
(Live)

Big Bang NCIS “Shiva”
(HD)

Un der cover “Live” (‘07) “Hellboy: Gold
Army”

(5:45) “En emy
at the Gates”
(‘01) Two snip -
ers bat tle.

:30 Big Bang Good Luck To night

7 PM Goldbergs Sur vi vor (HD) Le thal Weapon
(HD)

The Voice “Best
of the Blind Au -
di tions” (HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Port land Trail
Blaz ers at San
An to nio Spurs
(Live)

Big Bang NCIS “Stop the
Bleed ing”

Stuck Mid. aaa “For get -
ting Sa rah Mar -
shall” Man’s
ex-girl friend.

aaac

“Scarface” (‘83, 
Crime) Al
Pacino. The rise 
and fall of a
crime boss. (R)
(HD)

:30 Speech less Big Bang Good Luck

8 PM Mod Fam ily Crim i nal Minds
(HD)

(:01) Star
“Showtime” (HD)

Big Bang NCIS “Per sonal
Day” (HD)

Liv Maddie aaac “The
Hate ful Eight”
(‘15) Group en -
coun ters be -
trayal and
de cep tion. (HD)

:30 black-ish Big Bang Liv Maddie

9 PM Des ig nated Sur vi -
vor (HD)

Crim i nal Minds:
Bor ders

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
“You Wish”

Big Bang NCIS “In cog nito”
(HD)

BUNK’D UConn (HD)

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
Mil wau kee
Bucks at Los
An geles Clip -
pers (Live)

Fron tal (HD) BUNK’D Big Lit tle Lies
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan (HD) Mod Fam ily Tan gled: The

Se ries
(:55) “Ev er est”
(‘15) Bat tle to
sur vive win ter
storm.

:30 (:35) Jimmy
Kimmel (HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Jerrod Car-
mi chael: 8 (HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams 2 Broke Mod Fam ily Girl World Bil lions “The

Oath” (HD):30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Conan (HD) Mod Fam ily Best Frnds “Hap pen ing”

SUNDAY
7:00pm

NBC Lit tle Big Shots “Lit tle Bar ber Shop”
Steve meets a 4-year-old girl whose self-hair -
cut made her a vi ral hit, a pair of tal ented
danc ers, and a 6-year-old from Brazil with a
tal ent for drum ming. TV G (HD)

7:30pm
FOX Mak ing His tory “The Shot Heard
Round the World” Dan and Deb travel back to
the 1700s to try to res cue Chris and help start
the Rev o lu tion ary War; Dan and Chris try to
rally the col o nists to re volt. TV14 (HD)

MONDAY
8:00pm

CBS Su pe rior Do nuts “The Amaz ing Rac -
ists” Af ter Franco is sub jected to a
stop-and-frisk search, Randy ar ranges to have 
her col leagues at tend a com mu nity out reach
meet ing to talk about pro fil ing. TVPG (HD)

9:00pm
MAX Mis sion: Im pos si ble II aac (2000,
Ac tion) Tom Cruise, Dougray Scott. An old
lover com pli cates IMF agent Ethan Hunt’s as -
sign ment to track down a rogue agent who’s
sto len a high-tech vi rus that could wipe out ev -
ery hu man on Earth. PG-13 (HD)

7:30pm
ABC Amer i can House wife “Other Peo ple’s
Mar riages” Katie tells Viv that she should
stand up to her boor ish hus band, Alan, though 
she was not ex pect ing her ad vice to hit home;
Viv de cides to leave her hus band. TVPG (HD)

8:01pm
FOX Bones “The Fi nal Chap ter: The Ra dio ac -
tive Pan thers in the Party” The burnt and
bruised body of an up-and-com ing di rec tor
crash-lands on a car pass ing by, lead ing the
team to in ves ti gate his lat est movie pro ject.
TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
FOX Le thal Weapon “Com mence ment” Af -
ter mak ing a star tling dis cov ery that per tains
to Miranda’s death, Riggs heads fran ti cally
back to the car tel in search of an swers;
Murtaugh is left alone. TV14 (HD)

9:00pm
CBS Crim i nal Minds: Be yond Bor ders The 
In ter na tional Di vi sion of the FBI fea tures a
team of top-notch agents who are ded i cated
to res cu ing Amer i cans af ter dan ger finds them 
abroad. TV14 (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MARCH 12, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Fun ni est Home
Vid eos (HD)

60 Min utes (HD) Bob’s Brgr Lit tle Big Shots
(HD)

Bracketology
(HD)

aaac “Hobbit: 
Smaug” (‘13)

Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Stuck Mid. aac “Neigh -
bors 2: So ror ity 
Ris ing” Neigh -
bor prob lems.

(4:50) “Body of
Lies” (‘08)

Bil lions “Op ti mal
Play” (HD):30 Bob’s Brgr Liv Maddie

7 PM Once Upon a
Time (HD)

NCIS: L. A.
“Queen Pin”

Simp sons Lit tle Big Shots
Vi ral star.

aac “Night at 
the Mu seum:
Se cret of the
Tomb” (‘14)

Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Un der cover “Our Brand Is
Cri sis” (‘15,
Com edy) (HD)

Home land “Im mi -
nent Risk”:30 His tory (HD) Bizaardvark

8 PM Time Af ter Time
(HD)

Madam Sec re -
tary (HD)

Fam ily Guy Chi cago Jus tice
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Cleve land Cav a -
liers at Hous ton
Rock ets (Live)
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

“Teen Beach
Movie” (‘13)
1960s mu si cal.

Big Lit tle Lies
(HD)

Home land
“alt.truth” (HD):30 Last Man “Hellboy II: The 

Golden Army”
(‘08) An in vin ci -
ble army.9 PM Amer i can Crime

(HD)
El e men tary “Fi -
del ity” (HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal pro gram -
ming in for ma -
tion.

Shades of Blue
(HD)

aac “Night at 
the Mu seum:
Se cret of the
Tomb” (‘14)

Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Girls (HD) Bil lions “The
Oath” (HD):30 Un der cover Crash ing

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Col ony “Tamam
Shud” (HD)

Bizaardvark Ol i ver (HD) Bil lions “The
Oath” (HD):30 SportsCenter

(HD)
(:35) Jessie Big Lit tle Lies

(HD)
aac “Dark Wa -
ter” (‘05) Haunted
apart ment.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC
(HD)

“Sky High” (‘05, 
Fam ily)

Mod Fam ily Girl World Home land
“alt.truth” (HD):30 Mod Fam ily Best Frnds Crash ing

Goldie Woods of 
Jonesboro celebrated 
her 104th birthday on 
March 4 with family. Her 
birthday was March 6.

Bill Jackson celebrated his 80th birthday on 
Valentine’s Day with a party at Revamp Studios 
given by Nona Evans, Doris Hileman and Cheryl 
Milam. Bill is remodeling his building on the four-
way stop in Anna.

Doris Hileman, Nona Evans and Cheryl Milam 
have opened a new store, Revamp, on the four-way 
stop in Anna.

Congratulations Elijah Glen Ellis and Tyler Sut-
ton, who got first place at band contest.

Loaves and Fishes free 
community meal will be 
Tuesday, March 21.

Birthdays
March 10 Kami La-

Foon, 14 Linda LaFoon, 17 
Lorene Reicher, 18 Robert 
Anderson, 20 Lindsey Pip-
pins, 22 Thomas Corbit, 
29 Sara Foster, 31 Shirley 
West, Jackson Boyd.

Anniversaries
March 1 Marcy and Gary 

Morris, 25 Kristen and 
Speedy Nance.

Anna Vista
A rummage sale will 

be March 9-11. They plan 
to sell hot dogs, chips and 
soda all for $2. Their profit 
helps with their holiday 
dinners.

Meeting
There will be a solar 

eclipse meeting March 30 
at the Shawnee College Ex-
tension in Anna from 4:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

Carol Hoffman with 
Southernmost Illinois Tour-
ism Bureau says they ex-
pect the August event to 
bring in a large number of 
people into the area. They 
would like to gather infor-
mation on what is being 
planned. On Aug. 21, Anna 
will be covered in darkness 
for over two minutes. Be 
sure and protect your eyes.

“The Sound of Music”
Students at A-JCHS are 

getting ready for the musi-
cal, “The Sound of Music” 
March 31 through April 2.  

Red Hats
The Little Egypt Red Hat 

Ladies will meet for their 
March meeting at Triple 
E in Ullin. Fern Thomp-
son, Marybelle Morgan,  
and Agnes Thomas will be 
the hostesses. 

The ladies meet the third 
Wednesday of the month at 
11 a.m.  Bring an exchange 
gift if you would like to be 
in the gift exchange. The 
ladies are always looking 
for new people to come join 
them so bring a friend.

Anna Eastern Star
The Anna Eastern Star 

meetings are the first and 
third Thursday of each 
month. Refreshments are 
at 6:30 p.m. with meeting 
starting at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Masonic Lodge at the Anna 
City Park.

Spark Ministries
The nondenominational 

church meets at the old 
McClure grade school at 
11 a.m. Sunday mornings.

Birthday Celebrations
If you would like me to 

put your birthday and how 

you celebrated in the paper, 
please email me or give 
me a call. Leave on my 
answering machine if I am 
not home.

Free Community Din-
ners 

Loaves and Fishes free 
community meal is on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
at the United Methodist 
Church of Anna fellowship 
hall.

First Baptist Church 
Anna serves a free soup 
and sandwich meal the sec-
ond Monday of each month 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Serving free hot meals 
every Thursday to the com-
munity at Harvest Church 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ev-
eryone is welcome to come 
eat with them.

The free community meal 
at Salem Lutheran Church 
is on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
There will be free food, 
desserts and personal items 
available for anyone who 
needs them. Everyone is 
welcome.

Cobden Church 
Immanuel Praise and 

Worship Center in Cobden 
has a chicken and dumpling 
dinner the third Saturday of 
each month from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. Donations for 
the meal.

Connect Point Church
The church delivers food 

to homes Saturday morn-
ings at 10 a.m.

Military Prayer List
Please send me a name if 

you want them in the mili-
tary prayer list. If you have 

a loved one in the service 
email, call or mail their 
name to me. Also if they are 
not in the service anymore, 
please let me know.

Garret t  Goins,  Da-
vid Jorden Glasco, Ryan 
Hampton, Brittany Mi-
chelle  Lence,  Kil l ian 
Jesse , Molly Noyes, CJ 
Youngerman ,  F reddy 
Morse, Reagan Morri-
son, Josh Steveson, Josh 
Williams, Lukas W. Da-
vis, Faith Odom, Tommy 
Goff and family Janette, 
Jamison and Kaylynn, 
Creighton Laster, Brandon 
Eaker, Jim Bonner, Jacob 
Schaefer, Jerod Schae-
fer, Jennifer Ann Bishop, 
Robert Jr. McMeely, James 
McWhorter, Arin White-
mountain. Please keep 
them in your prayers.
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Opinion 
and 

Commentary

Please read this. . .             by Geof Skinner

"DEWEY DEFEATS TRUMAN."
Folks of a certain age may recognize the first three 

words in this week's colyum.
Those three words made up a banner headline which 

appeared in an early edition of the November 3, 1948, 
issue of the Chicago Daily Tribune newspaper.

Dewey and Truman were the candidates for the 
president of the United States in the election that year. 
Based on that headline, Dewey won the election and 
Truman didn't get a chance to give 'em hell.

Well, Dewey didn't actually win the election. Tru-
man did. (But you knew that, right?) And the headline 
became a classic example of a blunder.

That headline came to mind while I was pondering 
a couple of blunders yours truly made during the past 
couple of weeks in this publication.

For two weeks in a row, I compiled news items 
which ran the wrong dates for a couple of upcoming 
events. Got in a hurry, didn't pay attention, and there 
they were, just kind of festering and hanging around.

Fortunately, the folks involved with the events were 
gentle in their comments when they contacted The 
Paragraph Factory to point out the gaffes. That is not 
always the case.

I've dwelled on this matter a number of times over 
the years. I don't like making mistakes, and I especially 
don't like it when those errors end up in the paper. In 
the most recent cases, the mistakes just caused unneces-
sary confusion. Life is complicated enough, and folks 
don't need more goofy things to deal with.

Thankfully, my mistakes weren't quite as significant 
as "Dewey Defeats Truman." And, as one caller was 
kind enough to point out, in a gentle sort of way, the 
errors may just be another sign that yours truly is not 
getting any younger...

...which brings me to the next exciting topic for this 
week...

...while reading through the Friday, March 3, issue of 
USA TODAY (which, by the way, arrived on Saturday, 
March 4, and that's another story entirely), I ran across 
an article with a headline which declared: "Forest bath-
ing sees growth."

You may have noticed, or maybe not, that yours truly has had a fair number of photographs lately that 
were taken at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro. The photos are part of a "project" that 
I hope to complete during 2017. The chipmunk was spotted Thursday afternoon, March 2. By the way, I 
thought about calling this pic something like: "Chipmunk logs in." One of the young folks who works at 
The Paragraph Factory said that sounded like a "dad joke." Oh, well. 

Turns out that I've been "forest bathing" for a num-
ber of years, and didn't even know it. Forest bathing, it 
seems, has been popular for many years in Japan, where 
it's called "shinrin-yoku."

The article shared some thoughts from a fellow in 
Los Angeles who explained the difference between a 
plain, old hike in the woods and forest bathing out there 
with the squirrels, crows and possums.

The fellow in LA explained that a "hike is generally 
oriented as a journey from point A to point B, whereas 
forest bathing is not about reaching a physical destina-
tion. The destination in a forest-bathing walk is more 
like a mental space of effortless relaxation and aware-
ness."

If you read this space regularly, you probably are 
aware that yours truly likes to visit the Trail of Tears 
State Forest on a regular basis, although I don't usually 
take a bath towel with me. And when I go to the state 
forest, I really don't have plans about going from point 
A to point B.

I've often told The Other Half that my visits were 
good for my mental health. So, I guess I've shinrin-
yokuing all along, which, I guess, makes me trendy. 
(The article in USA TODAY did mention that shinrin-
yoku is "more than a trendy buzzword for hiking.")

Quite honestly, being trendy would be something 
special, because we are not trendy folks. I think the 
last time we may have been even slightly trendy was 
sometime in 1981.

Lately, I've also been picnic grounds bathing, too. 
I do not know the Japanese words for picnic grounds 
bathing. Let me just say that I've been making regu-
lar stops at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in 
Jonesboro as part of a year-long "project" which I hope 
to complete. If all goes well, you'll get to see the end 
results in December. Stay tuned.

Meanwhile, I can't honestly tell you when I'll be 
shinrin-yokuing again. I do hope it happens before 
I make another round of mistakes that appear in the 
paper.

Pondering mistakes, forest bathing

Great big bathtub? This picture was taken during my most recent forest bathing adventure. The image was 
captured in a creek bed at the Trail of Tears State of Forest on a cool, cloudy and quiet Sunday afternoon.

Be prepared for 
severe weather

The severe weather which struck the region last 
week served as a reminder that it’s important to al-
ways be ready for dangerous weather. 

The Illinois Emergency Management Agency, 
IEMA,  encourages people to stay aware of local fore-
casts and be prepared to act quickly if storm warnings 
are issued.

 “It’s critical for people to have multiple ways to 
receive notifications and updated information about 
severe weather warnings, such as through a weather 
alert radio,” IEMA director James K. Joseph said in a 
news release.

Severe storms can occur after dark, as was the 
case last week when deadly tornadoes swept through 
Southern Illinois and Southeast Missouri.

“A weather alert radio can wake you up and give 
you time to seek shelter when dangerous weather or 
other hazards are approaching your area,” Joseph said.   

Joseph said National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, NOAA, weather alert radios can be 
programmed to issue a tone alarm and provide infor-
mation about a warning that has been issued for your 
county. 

Other ways to receive severe weather warnings 
include Wireless Emergency Alerts, WEA, weather 
alert apps, TV and radio broadcasts, the internet and 
outdoor warning sirens.

 Seek shelter immediately if a tornado warning is 
issued for your area. The best shelter is in a basement 
or cellar. If an underground shelter is not available, 
find an interior room or hallway on the lowest level, 
such as a closet, small interior hallways and bath-
rooms without windows.

The severe weather which occurred on the last day 
of February in the region underscored how important 
it is to be prepared for thunderstorms that produce 
wind damage, large hail, tornadoes and flash flood-
ing any time of the year, said Chris Miller, warning 
coordination meteorologist with the National Weather 
Service, NWS, in Lincoln. 

“The key points of severe weather safety include 
avoiding flooded roads in vehicles, seeking shelter in 
a secure building – preferably in the basement – when 
a tornado is nearby, and staying away from windows, 
doors and upper levels of buildings during severe 
thunderstorms. 

 IEMA and local emergency management agen-
cies will be promoting Severe Weather Preparedness 
Month throughout March. 

In addition, IEMA and the Illinois Emergency 
Services Management Association, IESMA, are spon-
soring an online contest that offers Illinois residents 
a chance to win a portable weather alert radio. The 
“Weather Alert Radios Save Lives” contest began on 
March 1 and continues through March 31.

 The weather alert radio contest will be available 
on the Ready Illinois website at www.Ready.Illinois.
gov. A total of 100 portable weather alert radios will 
be awarded to randomly selected participants who 
register after reading information about the radios and 
successfully completing a five-question quiz. Winners 
will be announced in April. The radios were purchased 
by IESMA as part of an effort to increase the use of 
the devices in communities throughout Illinois.

 IEMA and the NWS developed a Severe Weather 
Preparedness Guide, which provides information 
about tornadoes, severe storms, lightning and flooding 
along with recommended actions to take before, dur-
ing and after each of these weather events. The guide 
is available on the Ready Illinois website at www.
Ready.Illinois.gov.

Preparedness tips and information are also avail-
able through the Ready Illinois Facebook Page (www.
facebook.com/ReadyIllinois) and Twitter Page (twit-
ter.com/ReadyIllinois).   

Page from the Past
From the files of The Gazette-Democrat
50 Years Ago, March 9, 1967

When in doubt about a story, one can always turn to 
the subject of weather, and weather has been the topic 
of conversation this past week in the Union County 
area. Springlike weather prevailed in the area the latter 
part of last week with temperatures in the high 60s 
until Sunday evening, when lightning, thunder and 
rain struck the area. Monday morning, residents woke 
to a heavy accumulation of snow on the grounds, with 
hazardous driving.

A new course is being taught at the Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School which has been made pos-
sible through a federal grant for curriculum improve-
ment at A-J. The school has spent $5,100 of federal 
money to purchase the electronics equipment needed 
to add this very important phase of Industrial Arts to 
its program.

Amos F. Sanford was elected president of the Anna 
National Bank at a meeting of the Board of Directors, 
held Tuesday, March 7th.

Anna-Jonesboro Girl Scouts and Brownies are 
eagerly making plans in observance of National Girl 
Scout Week which will be held next week, March 12 
to March 18.

From the Alto Pass Happenings: The volley ball 
and basketball inter-class tournament at the Alto Pass 
High School was held last week. The Junior girls won 
the volley ball tournament and the Senior boys won 
the basketball tournament.

From the Camp Ground news: It seems old man 
winter gave us another surprise Monday with another 
six or more inches of snow. The weather was very bad 
Sunday, too.

Desert Storm ceremony held
The Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs, IDVA, on 

Feb. 28 hosted a Desert Storm Remembrance ceremony 
at the Illinois State Capitol Rotunda in Springfield. 

The ceremony honored all Desert Storm veterans and 
paid tribute to the Illinois heroes who lost their lives.

 “Today we come together to honor the brave men and 
women who fought for their country during the Gulf War,” 
IDVA director Erica Jeffries said. 

Jeffries said that all of those who fought during the 
war “are true heroes.” 

Gov. Bruce Rauner also proclaimed Feb. 28 as Desert 
Storm Remembrance Day in Illinois in memory of all the 
heroes who died during Desert Storm and in tribute to all 
the men and women whose sacrifices made the world safer 
for liberty and freedom. 



Union County CEO
In Partnership with Reppert Publications

In 1837, great, great, great grandfather Craver settled and made his living 
on the very land in Anna that we now call home.   For 170 years, 8 or 9 
generations of our family have carved out “the good life” and made their 
“fortunes” in this gratifying community.  Not all endeavors met with success 
and alternative ventures had to be pursued.  The quest goes on today, as 
together we seek to provide for our own families and build our community as 
well.  Because it is OUR community, we work hard in our enterprises and social 
networks to provide positive experiences for all.  The very heartbeat of our community 
is that ‘working together for the common good’ and there’s no better place on earth to 
do that than Union County, Illinois.  We have lived elsewhere, and keep coming back.

- Barb and Norm Bauer

Hearing our Hometown 
Heartbeat

The “Hometown Heartbeat”, in my opinion, is the people who live and 
work here!!! Nowhere else in the United States will you find people who 
love their friends and neighbors any more than we do!! Any time a person 
needs a helping hand, they need to look no farther than their neighbor! We 
love our neighbors as our own family. This makes our community thrive! 
Our friends and neighbors adhere to the old adage, “Love thy neighbor as 
thyself” and they will love you too! 

- by Jim Goddard

Hearing Our Hometown Heartbeat
CEO Team 17

Julian Smith, Ad Design, Insert Layout, Sales
Erin Dillow, Content, Sales

Jessica Glasco, Administrative Assistant, Sales
Jessa Bond, Finance, Sales

Shad Turner, Sales
Aaron Lence, Sales

Dillon Harris,  Semester 1, Sales

Reppert Publications
Jerry Reppert, owner

Lindsey Vaughn, Reppert Pub./CEO Liaison

What IS this?
The CEO team is required 
to  p lan  and execute 
a class business.  They 
did a “SWOT” analysis 
on various events from a 
dinner to glow in the dark 
dodge ball, but nothing 
really felt right and those 
seemed too much like 
fundraisers.  Then, one 
day, Mr. Jerry Reppert 
contacted CEO leaders 
and offered to allow Team 
17 to create any kind of 
The Gazette-Democrat 
insert at cost, provided 
the team did all the work 
except production.  It 
didn’t take long for them 
to jump on the idea of a 
CEO/Reppert Publication 
partnership and to decide 
that they would share the 
good things they were 
experiencing in Union 
County.  Thank you, Mr. 
Reppert.
Like last year ’s team, 
they can’t believe the 
things they “know” about 
businesses, organizations, 
and their leaders, so that 
prompted the “Did You 
Know?” idea for ads.  
Watch for those to learn 
something new about a 
business or organization 
or how they serve the 
community.
These pages are filled 
with class pictures and 
student journal entries 
representative of over 
70 business visits and 40 
speakers per year.    We 
would like to acknowledge 
CEO Team 16 for the use of 
some photos and journal 
excerpts which will be 
noted.    
Union County, a great 
place to live!  
CEO 17 can prove it!
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When we visited Susan Holderfield and 
Robin Hawk at the Union County Abstract 
Office, we looked at documents signed by 
President Andrew Jackson.  When joining this 
program, I thought I would only be amazed 
a couple of times.  I have been amazed by 
every single business visit we have made.  To 
think a 17 year old living in Southern Illinois 
got to hold documents signed by presidents 
is just outstanding.  Aaron Lence

Visiting Rusty’s Home Center and talking 
with the owner Rusty Flamm was very 
interesting to me to hear his story. He shared 
a lot of things with us that I will be able to 
look back on and help myself in the future. 
The thing that stood out to me the most was 
that he was very honest about his business 
and everything he shared with us. I think 
that tells you a lot about a person--whether 
or not they are completely honest with you. 
Aaron Lence

Is Volunteerism the Heartbeat of 
Union County?
By Evelyn Bailey, CEO Facilitator

    “Everybody we meet has a story!” a student 
said recently with dawning realization.   As you 
look through these stories, pictures, and even 
the specialty student-made ads, remember 
what that student said.  Yes, this is true, 
everybody does have a story, and we have heard 
fascinating ones, some by design and some by 
coincidence.

    How many teenagers have the opportunity 
or take the time to listen to the stories of failure 
or frustration, then overcoming obstacles to 
find success?   How many realize that success 
isn’t always money?   These young people do!

    Every person has shared their past, what 
lead them to where they are today, who 
helped guide them, as well as reflecting on 
their present state. And, more times than not, 
students learned that the presenter, usually a 
business person, is also a coach, a scout leader, 
a 4-H leader, a church elder or Sunday school 
teacher or sings in their choir.   Some shared that 
they cook for philanthropic Kiwanis barbecues 
or Lions Club Peach Festivals, or serve on the 
Union County Fair Board, or that they provide 

the straw for Colorfest displays, or volunteer 
time with the Cobden Museum or at the P.A.S.T. 
structures or the Anna Arts Center.  Still others 
shared of their involvement with economic 
development groups like Union County’s 
Economic Development Council, Women in 
Business, or Chamber of Commerce.  

    Others whose work schedules do not allow 
time to volunteer often offer financial or in-kind 
support which is extremely valuable to keep 
all the community and some school programs 
operating.

    CEO is a program that helps build tomorrow’s 
leaders.  It is a long term economic development 
program with the hope that a high percentage 
of these young people will find their way back 
home to Union County to be good employees or 
employers who use creative and entrepreneurial 
thinking, who give back, and who volunteer.

    Seeing beyond oneself through volunteering, 
donating, or serving, is THIS the heartbeat, the 
spirit--that keeps Union County healthy?  By the 
number of people I have met through CEO and 
my life here, I think so.
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Upon arriving at the Anna Quarry I was 
bombarded with loud sounding trucks, big 
forklifts and lots of dirt. Never in my wildest 
dreams would I imagine that at 7:45 a.m. I 
would be talking to Mr. Will Pyatt, one of the 
managers of the quarry! I learned that the first 
original site of the quarry is 450 feet deep, but 
now filled with water to help their production.
We went down inside the pit, saw a rock crusher 
in action, watched rock being moved on a 
conveyor belt all throughout the site and even 
stood on a ledge and looked down 350 feet!  I 
found out that the Anna Quarry works with big 
companies but they also let people like you and 
me get a truck bed full of rocks. I really enjoyed 
the slide show Mr. Beck Simonds brought for 
us about the past, present, and future of The 
Simonds Group. I also really enjoyed seeing 
him talk about his children.  I think it’s nice 
when busy business men and women still 
make time for their family. That shows a real 
skill of balance between work and home. I am 
so thankful for all the people who have given 
time, money, energy to take this program off the 
ground so I can go back to school and encourage 
other kids to join by saying “Guess what I did 
today in CEO?” This program really is a once in 
a lifetime experience.  
Jessica Glasco



A Passion for Pizza, Peaches, and 
Peppermint Mochas

How the food industry in Union County is booming

By Erin Dillow 
As a citizen of Union County, we would all have 

to admit that at one point in time we’ve said the 
words, “There is no place to eat!”  Obviously, 
that isn’t true. 

Yet we have gotten so used to the places that 
we frequent that we have forgotten to see how 
our hometown restaurants and food markets 
really are unique.

For starters, we are in no way short of pizza 
places, but I would like to feature our very own 
Union County start-up Jordo’s Pizzeria. 

They have a wide variety of menu items and a 
very nice noon buffet. 

It’s not hard to believe that our hometown 
pizza place has stolen the heart of locals and those 
that pass through, since every pizza that goes out 
is made fresh with thought and care in every slice. 

Along with Union County’s range of restaurant 
options from The Yellow Moon and The Brickhouse 
Grill to The Dixie BarBQue and barbecue food 
trucks there is a wide range of places to obtain 
fresh produce.  

Apart from our weekly seasonal farmers’ 
markets, there are a handful of local orchards 
that provide top grade fruits and vegetables to 
our towns and grocery stores across the states. 

From the crisp apples at Rendleman Orchards 
to the sweet peaches at Flamm Orchards, there 
is much to choose from. 

The orchards of our county, along with our local 
growers, produce more than just their signature 
fruits and an array of vegetables. 

We would like the people of Union County 
to know how important the orchards are to our 
community. 

With Rendleman Orchards starting in 1873 and 
Flamm Orchards in 1888, the families and hard 
workers of these orchards have been a part of 
our community and a provider for jobs for many, 
many years. 

Mr. Clay Mitchell, branch manager of Robinson 
Fresh, once told us that the produce he sends out 
from Flamm’s and Rendleman Orchards is the best 
that comes through their company. 

Having so many amazing agricultural businesses 
and farms in our county is something that we 
should be proud of.

Lastly, Union County has its beverage places 
as well, from the Shawnee Wine Trail to our 
local coffee shops, we have many home-grown 
businesses to choose from.

 Kiki’s Coffeehouse, the cozy shop on Main 
Street in Anna that opened in April of 2014, is 

now a part of many people’s everyday lives. 
Kiki’s Coffeehouse also supports another local 

business, Steam Shovel Coffee, by using their 
coffee beans in Kiki beverages. 

Opening just a few weeks ago, HeBrewz 
Coffeehouse in Jonesboro, now is another outlet 
for locals to get their coffee fix. 

From frappes to peppermint mochas, we truly 
are lucky that we can get coffee locally instead of 
having to go out of our county. 

Having these hometown coffee shops makes 
the experience so much better when you can have 
a relationship with the business owners and those 
that are a part of it. 

I know I’m not the only one that feels melancholy 
when I have to get coffee outside of Union County, 
because no one knows my coffee preference and 
me like Ms. Kathy at Kiki’s.

In the end, Union County has much to offer for 
its citizens and we need to take the step together 
to uphold the unique businesses of our towns.

I was pleased to learn that we were going to Kiki’s 
Coffeehouse this week for a business meeting because 
Kiki’s is one of my absolute favorite places to stop by and 
grab a coffee. Yet with all the times I have visited, I never 
knew the story behind the business. I didn’t realize that 
Mrs. Kathy Bryan and her husband Mr. Steve Hornbeak 
started renovations in January of 2013 and then opened 
in April of that same year! I also didn’t know that they 
started out as self-taught brewsters! It’s strange to think 
that my favorite coffeehouse could easily have never 
come into existence if only a few small things would have 
happened differently in their lives. 
Erin Dillow
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Even though Flamm Orchards is a home to many 
delicious treats, I never knew all the behind the scenes 
work that made it possible. I was definitely surprised 
when Jeff Flamm told us that Flamm Orchards has 
been a running family business since 1888! That’s 
incredible! To put that in perspective, Flamm Orchards 
started a mere 23 years after the Civil War ended! 
I also never knew that other than the apples and 
peaches, Flamm Orchards grows strawberries and an 
array of vegetables including cucumbers and types of 
squash. Some of the numbers that were approximated 
were that there are 250 acres of apple orchards, 250 
acres of peach orchards, and 400 acres for assorted 
other produce, mostly vegetables. I was interested in 
hearing that peach orchards are easier to lose due to 
early frosts or cold weather, when on the other hand, 
Flamm Orchards has only lost approximately three full 
apple crops in their recorded apple orchard history! 
With my two favorite fruits being the main focus, I 
couldn’t have been more pleased with the business 
meeting at Flamm Orchards. Erin Dillow

The new Masters Choice home is impressive right 
from the first step inside where you are greeted by a 
secretary and a fireplace inside a huge front lobby.  The 
most striking feature of the atmosphere though, would 
have to be the black and white photos of the employees 
that line the halls.  The pictures were all taken of 
employees during work.  I believe this is very important 
for a company to do. This shows that the company 
has pride in their employees, which in turn makes the 
employees feel good and shows customers how well 
their company treats them.  Alex Foeller and Scott 
Harris both had great advice for us, and we learned a 
lot about Masters Choice.   Adam Jung, CEO 16

For more stories,
Check out Union County CEO 
on Facebook



From the “P.A.S.T. of Union County”
By Linda Hileman

The P.A.S.T. group began in 1995 as a historical 
home tour committee and soon realized there 
are so many buildings in this county that need 
the stories told of the people connected to them.  

We became a not-for-profit organization 
in 2000 named “Promoting Appreciation of 
Structural Treasures” and accepted ownership 
of the neglected St. Anne’s Church on S. Main 
in Anna.  

We felt the “Heartbeat of Union County” when 
contributions of time and money from a large 
number of community members helped us to 
restore the structure.

 It is now a centerpiece of Anna’s history and is 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

In 2012, P.A.S.T. purchased the Harvel House 
in Jonesboro.  

The pre-Civil War home is now a House 
Museum featuring Lincoln-Douglas history as well 
as local Union County history.  

None of our activities could be accomplished 
without our “Friends of the P.A.S.T.” who support 
us with time, contributions, and loans of items 
for exhibit.  

In publishing books, hosting home tours and 
historical programs, we have discovered so much 
fascinating history of our county!  Did you know 

the following facts?
• Union County and Jonesboro were formed 

in 1818 and will be celebrating their Bi-Centennial 
along with the State of Illinois in 2018?

• Mary Todd Lincoln’s sister, Martha Todd 
White, died in 1869 in Anna, Illinois?  

• After the war of 1812, area residents built 
a blockade fort of hewn logs high on the banks 
of Mill Creek to protect the women and children 
from Indian attack?

There are so many more interesting facts about 
our county!  Look for opportunities to learn more 
through our ongoing activities and visit both St. 
Anne’s in Anna and Heritage House in Jonesboro.

The Lincoln – Douglas Debate
By Duane Hileman

CEO Team 17 at St. Anne's Church

    The third of seven debates took 
place in Jonesboro, Illinois on September 
15, 1858. The debates brought nation-
wide attention to two Illinois men who 
were interested in being appointed the 
U.S.  Senator by the Illinois State General 
Assembly.   (The citizens did not vote for 
senators in that day.) 

    Stephen  Douglas, the incumbent 
Illinois Senator, was the organizer and 
selected the locations for these debates.  

    The other debater was Abraham 
Lincoln, who at that time was the 
attorney for the Illinois Central Railroad 
and who became interested in politics 
after a hiatus of a few years.  

    He said he had “lost his taste for 
politics” until the Kansas-Nebraska act 
upset him enough to get involved again.  
That act allowed states to determine if 
their constitution for statehood would 
allow slavery or not. 

     Mr. Lincoln did not want slavery to 
expand to the west, which brought him 
back into the political arena.

     Both Douglas and Lincoln had 
their speeches recorded by newspaper 
reporters who traveled with them. 
These stenographers sent in their copy 
and the information was telegraphed to 
newspapers all over the United States.  

    A newspaper from 
Lowell, Massachusetts 
stated that the third 
debate between Lincoln 
and Douglas took place 
in one of the deepest 
darkest regions of Egypt.  
(Which is what Southern 
Illinois was called at that 
time.)

    D o u g l a s  wa s 
named Senator again 
by the Illinois General 
Assembly, but because of 
Lincoln’s speeches being 
placed in all of the major 
newspapers in America, 
Lincoln gained national prominence and was 
invited to give speeches in other states.  

    This eventually placed him in contention 
for a presidential nomination. We all know 
the rest of this story.   

    It’s something to be proud of –that 
Union County had an important part of this 
amazing story.

    For more about Union County’s part in 
the debates, read “A Trot Down to Egypt, 
The Lincoln-Douglas Debate in Jonesboro, 
Illinois” by Darrel Dexter, for sale by the 
P.A.S.T.  organization.

CEO Mentor Breakfast at St. Anne's 
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Lincoln 
Impersonator on 

The Jonesboro 
Square



Acquiring a Taste for Tourism
By Erin Dillow

Many people simply do not understand 
just how positive the influence of tourism is 
for our community of Union County. 

   Union County’s main draw is the Shawnee 
Hills Wine Trail which consists of eleven 
vineyards spread across Southern Illinois, 
with six of those being in Union County. 

    Alto Vineyards, the oldest of the 
vineyards on the trail, was founded in 1988, 
and the “trail” was formed in 1995. Shawnee 
Hills Wine Trail, the first wine trail in the State 
of Illinois, had their 20th anniversary in 2015. 

    Ms. Brandy Nance, executive director 
of Shawnee Hills Wine Trail, stated, “The 
Shawnee Hills Wine Trail is a marketing 
cooperative with two decades of success 
behind it that has become the model 
of regional business cooperation within 
Illinois and across the Midwest/Near South. 
The member wineries are the core of a 
network of businesses that include:  lodging, 
restaurants, contractors, transportation 
companies, farms, specialty shops and the 
emerging craft breweries/distilling industry.” 

    We wanted to bring to light the business 
cooperation that really does go on along 
the wine trail. The vineyards of Shawnee 
Hills Wine Trail and the shops, farm stands, 
restaurants, and lodging facilities work 
together and are an example of how many 
other types of businesses come together to 
help each other for the greater good in our 
county. 

    Through Ms. Nance and Ms. Cindy Cain, 
I learned that the Shawnee Hills Wine Trail 
produces $126 million and 58 full time jobs 
from the eleven wineries, all while pulling 
in around 150,000 visitors a year who stay, 
play, eat, and shop here. 

   The wine trail wineries also use fruits 
from local growers, which supports our 
county even more. With this said, the 
Shawnee Hills Wine Trail is an important 
feature of our county, and the tourism that 

it brings should be considered a good thing. 
    Tourism for a community like our own 

is a positive aspect and should be embraced 
with open arms.

    CEO would also like to encourage you 
to go visit these wineries, even if you do 
not drink alcohol, to see the beauty of our 
vineyards and the items that the trail has to 
offer that aren’t always advertised, such as 
the artwork that can be found on display in 
wineries. 

    In addition to the wine trail, the Shawnee 
National Forest is a draw for all nature lovers. 
The forest is interspersed with public lands 
and in total is composed of approximately 
286,000 acres.

    There are 1,250 miles of paved, gravel, 
dirt, and grass roads in the Shawnee National 
Forest for hikers to walk, or for equestrians and 
mountain bike riders to travel with due care, 
and there are seven developed campgrounds 
for those that want an extended stay. 

    A popular destination in the Shawnee 
National Forest is Bald Knob Cross.  Not far 
away is Giant City State Park with its cabins, 
campsites, horse trails, picnic areas and 
lodge, featuring tasty fried chicken dinners. 

    History buffs often find their paths 
lead to sites of the Trail of Tears or where 
Abraham Lincoln visited or to the Union 
County Museum in Cobden.  

    Union County has much to offer for 
citizens and tourists alike and is a beautiful 
and diverse place that we can learn to love 
and enjoy even more.

At Alto Vineyards, Erin Downs told us that it is important 
to them that the customers have an "experience."  They 
want to leave an everlasting impression on the people 
they come into contact with.  One thing that I noticed 
from businesses this week was that they find multiple 
ways to make money. Their main business may not even 
be what pays the bills every month.  One example of this is 
a building will have an apartment above it and the owners 
will collect rent from that each month.  This can ensure 
that they will be able to pay bills like electricity, water, or 
even their own payment for the building.  At a place like 
Alto Vineyards, they are an event venue, so they can make 
extra money by renting their space out for weddings and 
other big events. They also offer bottling services to other 
vineyards who do not have the proper equipment. They 
know the importance of working together with the other 
wineries on the trail.    Kaitlin McWhorter, CEO 16
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I’ve passed 
G r a s sy  L a ke 
Hunting Club 
m a n y  t i m e s 
before,  but I 
never stopped 
t o  w o n d e r 
about all the 
work that has 
gone into it . 
Never would I have imagined the troubles Mr. Collin Cain 
had to go through when the geese stopped migrating this 
far south. I respect Mr. Cain with a new appreciation, now 
knowing that his ‘first love’ had been taken away and he 
had to completely switch his business to duck hunting.  
That is the kind of determination I want to have in my 
own business someday. Erin Dillow

We listened to one of our investors, Bill Ecker, State Farm Agent, 
talk about professionalism and body language.  Mr. Ecker encouraged 
us to read the books “Not Everybody Gets a Trophy” and “What Every 
BODY is Saying.”   While talking about the contents of the books, he 
mentioned that failure is a needed part of success. Teaching us, Mr. 
Ecker said many important things about meeting new people and being 
out of the ordinary. Dillon Harris



What does our "Hometown 
Jessa Bond

“Growing up in a small town, I always 
thought I had to go out of town to go 
shopping, to find something to do, or eat. 

My sisters and I would do our shopping 
at malls in other towns. I never have 
really appreciated my community before 
I started CEO. 

Over our Christmas break I finally 
started noticing how much I have learned 
about my community and how important 
it is that we support it. 

A community is kept going by people 
investing their  time and energy into 
making it great. The people of my 
community have worked hard to build it 
into something we can be proud of. 

From our schools, to our churches, to 
our government, people have put effort 
into creating the safe home that we have. 
Through CEO I have met so many people 
that I would never have talked to before. 

We are learning about successful 
people and how they  give back by visiting 
organizations or clubs that are designed 
specifically to better our way of life. 

A community in my eyes is a group 
of people supporting each other and 
working together for the betterment of 
life.”

 Lee Hackney
For The Anna Arts Center,  “Hearing 

our Hometown Heartbeat means giving 
back to the community by providing 
opportunities for people to explore the 
importance of art in their lives.  

Also, many of our events bring people 
from other counties in Illinois, which 
helps the local businesses  (buy gas, eat 
at the restaurants or fast food places, 
shop in stores).

Lee Hackney is a retired Navy Captain, 
PhD, and volunteer director of the Anna 
Arts Center.  Meghan Smith related 
some of the life lessons Ms. Lee Hackney 
shared:     3 main things that will help us 
in life no matter what we do. 1) Do what 
is right. 2) Do everything to the best of 
your ability. 3) Show people that you care. 

To make sure you are successful, "Never 
close a door" because you might just close 
off an opportunity for the future.    "You 
can learn something from anyone and 
everyone!"

Erin Dillow
“I cannot begin to explain how my view 

and affection for my county has grown since 
I became a part of the CEO program. 

I have been blessed not only to see my 
community for what it really is, but to be a 
part of it as well. 

Without CEO, I would have never known 
how much my community has to offer, nor 
would I get to experience the “heartbeats” 
of our county. To me, the heartbeat of Union 
County is its citizens. 

From the business owners that reflect 
the cooperative spirit of Southern Illinois, 
to the customers that buy their product and 
keep the businesses afloat, every person in 
our county plays a unique and incredibly 
important role. 

Every citizen is special, from the child, to 
the teenager, to the adult, and each one gives 
our community something special. 

I am glad that I was raised here, and after 
learning everything I have in the CEO program 
about our county, I realize that there isn’t any 
other place that I would have wanted to be.”

Rollie Hawk
Our community—like many others—is 

struggling to find its identity in the midst of 
shifting demographics, changing industries 
and technological advancements.  

Before we can decide what we do as a 
community, we need to decide who we 
want to be.  No single person can make this 
decision and answering it is going to take 
a combination of effective government, 
a healthy private sector and an engaged 
citizenry.

Mr. Rollie Hawk is not only a speaker, but 
an investor, and former board chairman. He 
also talked about our own businesses and 
went through some of the basics of websites 
like domains and website building. I'm excited 
to learn and speak with Mr. Hawk. I know he 
will be a valuable asset in the future with 
my own business.  Julian Smith

Jessica Glasco
What does Southern Illinois mean to me? 

Most people would say, “Well it means sweet 
tea, country roads, summer nights, and 
farming.” 

But for me, Southern Illinois means a 
diverse amount of opportunity- everything 

from baling hay on a small farm to 
being a multi-million dollar business. 

Living in Southern Illinois means 
growing up with the same people, 
going to the same school, and making 
lifetime connections with people. 

I hear many people say, “I just can’t 
wait to get out of Southern Illinois.” 
But for me, I can’t wait to be old 
enough to be on committees and 
county boards so that I may play an 
active role in my community. 

Southern Illinois means living a 
wonderful life in my perspective.
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Lee Hackney Presenting to CEO Team 16

Rollie Hawk meeting with CEO Team 17
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Heartbeat" mean to you?
Leni Lambdin

“Hearing Our Hometown Heartbeat” to me 
means discovering the flourishing businesses, 
new and old, in the area and learning some 
new ideas of places in the county to go and 
enjoy.”

Aaron Lence
The meaning of “community” is never the 

same for every person.  For me, growing up 
in a small town didn't mean a lot to me at a 
young age. 

As I have grown older I understand more 
about what it takes for a community to grow. 
With CEO, I have made connections with 
community organizations and businesses. 

I never realized the compassion and 
commitment they had for our community to 
grow. It has made me look at our community 
in a different perspective. 

Now realizing how great it is, I feel as if my 
place is  in my hometown community, and I 
am called to help and make it grow. 

I have witnessed my family own a business 
in this community for over 50 years. It helps 
me see what a business can do when everyone 
is committed to our community. 

Hard work, dedication, and perseverance 
represent the qualities of my community,  and 
I am sure proud to call it home. 

What does “Hearing Our Hometown 
Heartbeat” mean to me?

There is only one thing that sticks out to me 
when I hear those words. That’s being there 
when your community needs you, helping 
out in any way you can, understanding your 
community, and doing all that you can to 
make it better.

Julian Smith
Southern Illinois is my home where 

everybody knows everybody and everyone 
has an amazing and interesting story to tell. 

My home is the place where you can walk 
into a coffee house on Main Street in Anna, 
IL, and start a conversation with a complete 
stranger. 

As it turns out, I did meet a stranger at Kiki’s 
Coffeehouse.  This stranger was Jerry Keller 
a falconer, musician, pilot, and much more. 

Men and women like Jerry Keller are 
everywhere in our community full of 
interesting stories and great experiences. 

My community and many others that make 
up Southern Illinois have this feeling. It’s  
indescribable, but it’s there. 

You miss this feeling when you 
leave. It ’s the reason that many 
students leave and then comeback to 
feel this feeling again as adults. 

If you have not guessed by now this 
feeling is the feeling of home. It’s the 
feeling of being safe and protected 
and close to the ones we all love most. 

Southern Illinois is not just the place 
where I was born, it is the place where 
I feel at home and will call home no 
matter where I end up because like 

most, I will be back.
Michelle Sirles

“Hearing Our Hometown Heartbeat” 
means several  things.   It  means 
hearing the needs across our county 
and responding where we can make a 
difference.  “Hearing Our Hometown 
Heartbeat” means showing our pride for 
Union County, Illinois, participating in as 
many events and organizations that we 
can while also spreading the word about 
what our county has to offer.

Once again, I was reduced to pondering 
how I got to be a part of such amazing 
things, when we visited Rendleman 
Orchards which has been in the family 
for five generations. Starting with the 
end, I was baffled by the kindness of Mrs. 
Michelle Sirles and her family. Not only did 
she give every member doughnuts, cider, 
and a shirt from the Farm Market, but 
once she heard I was interested in soap, 
she gifted me a bar of soap and took the 
time to give me all the information she 
had about the best soap places around. 
Sometimes I can’t get over the kindness 
of people in my home. I can’t say that 
there aren’t nice people in other parts of 
the state, but I can say that I think most 
of them are here in Union County!  
Erin Dillow

Shad Turner
What does “Hearing my Hometown 

Heartbeat” mean to me?  It means 
that it's hard to go into town and not 
see someone you know or that you're 
related to because we're such a small 
community. That's how it is, and I like it 
that way. 

Being that we are small like that, most 
people will help other people.   It also 
means a place where I grew up playing 
sports with the same kids from nearby 
towns every year, and as a Lick Creek 
kid, that helped me find more friends at 
Anna-Jonesboro High School than just 
the 17 or so kids in my 8th grade class. 
It’s places like these that could show the 
rest of the world a thing or two about 
how to treat one another.

Leni Lambdin, CPA of Amy Parrish, CPA, assisting 
with business plans.

Michelle Sirles speaking to CEO Team 17 

 Space has not allowed all the stories to 
be shared.  Please go to unioncountyceo.
org to read the weekly newsletters, and get 
“the rest of the story” through the student 
journal excerpts.  

For more stories,
Check out Union County CEO 
on Facebook



An Outsider’s View of 
Union County’s Hometown Heartbeat

By Susan Odum, University of Illinois Extension

In the words of Margaret Mead, “never 
doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world.  
Indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.”  

Union County’s Hometown Heartbeat 
“beats” in the representatives of Union County 
Women in Business who launched efforts to 
Think. Shop. Buy. Locally First in support of a 
stronger, more sustainable Union County - to the 
board members, program sponsors, speakers, 
and mentors that are making a difference in the 
lives of the students enrolled in Union County 
CEO - to the small business owners who have 
created a sense of community spirit in their 
establishments - to the local leadership who are 
creating an environment where small businesses 
and entrepreneurs can flourish and - to the 
community members that are supporting those 
efforts.

Union County’s community spirit is 
demonstrated not only on Small Business 
Saturday, but year-round during every event 
throughout the County, by every Keep It In 
The County Think. Shop. Buy. Locally First 
sign or Locally First Union County Facebook 
post, every transaction that supports the local 
business community, and every contribution 
that supports a local fundraising effort.     

In order for communities to change, they 
have to have HOPE.  While it truly takes a “village” 
to impact change in rural communities, for Union 
County, this hope lies in the community’s sense 
of pride and in the students that are “taking it 

all in” developing the leadership skills needed to 
support a bright future for Union County.       

In my role as an Extension Educator in 
Community Economic Development for the 
University of Illinois Extension, it has been an 
honor to engage with the students enrolled in 
Union County CEO about the importance of 
shopping locally to the sustainability of their 
local economies.  

I continue to be inspired by the Union 
County CEO weekly newsletters in which the 
students demonstrate through their journal 
postings their understanding of the importance 
of “community” and how monies spent locally 
turn over so many times in support of their local 
economy.  

The newsletters also demonstrate how 
the students have grown as a result of Union 
County’s commitment to mentor and support the 
next generation of community leaders.      

Special kudos to the students of Union 
County CEO for once again taking on the 
importance of community and local business in 
their class project – “Your future looks bright; 
you better wear shades!” 

CEO Team 17 at The Old Feed Store with Susan Odum
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Mr. Bob Hageman of Anthill Gallery, explained, 
"In a community, it's not the mentality of 'what makes 
you richer makes me poorer,' it's a thinking of 'if it gets 
you richer, it might help me also!"  With the business at 
Anthill Gallery coming steadily from the Shawnee Hills 
Wine Trail, they  did their absolute best to make their art 
gallery welcoming to all people.  Mr. Hageman said that 
it's the personal touch that people crave in businesses 
today.  Erin Dillow

When we met with Mr. Jim Farris, CEO of Union County 
Hospital, we learned a little history on the building as we 
took a tour. There are so many things that I never realized 
had to happen for the hospital to be up to date. Union 
County Hospital has an MRI machine and is heart attack 
and stroke certified, which is not easy to do. He said 
this hospital’s goal is not to compete with large medical 
centers.  Its job is more to stabilize the patient and get 
them to where they need to be.  They have this great 
program called “swing beds” where patients who are 
recovering from hip surgery, for example, can stay just a 
little bit longer to get extensive physical therapy so they 
can go home.  The hospital has a rehab department with 
a pool for therapy.  These things have changed the whole 
perception of how people see the hospital. 
Jessica Glasco

Our visit to Walmart hosted by Alan Kimmel was really 
interesting. It was good for us to venture behind the scenes 
of a corporate setting. I think it is really important how the 
employees of Walmart learn and understand the revenue 
stream, what products make the most money, and exactly 
how much. I also never would have guessed that bananas 
are the most sought after product and clothes bring in 
the most revenue. (We were all surprised to learn that 
the Anna Walmart has approximately 2200 purchasers 
a day, not counting the others who accompany them in 
the store.)
Samantha Smith, CEO 2016

For more stories,
Check out Union County CEO 
on Facebook or visit us at
UnionCountyCEO.org



The Circle of Love - 
How the businesses of Union County positively affect your everyday life 

By Erin Dillow
I’m sure everyone has heard the phrase 

“Keep it in the County” and have seen the “Think. 
Shop. Buy. Locally First” ads, but do you really 
know what it means to the community, and more 
importantly, to YOU?

To begin, WHY is it important to “Keep it 
in the County”? A 2012 study by Susan Odum, 
University of Illinois Extension Educator, brought 
to light a retail sales leakage of $44,000,000 out 
of Union County per year.  That is money that 
mostly could have been spent in Union County 
for retail goods, but was spent somewhere else. 

Using the analogy that Mrs. Odum presented 
us CEO students, think of Union County and the 
money it brings in as a pool. 

When local residents spend their retail 
dollars outside of the county, it’s like they are 
taking a small pin and pricking the side of the 
tank. It’s just a small stream that they let out, but 
that stream continues to leak just a little bit for a 
period of time. No big deal right? It’s just a little 
hole. Yet in no time you’ll start to notice a small 
puddle at your feet that seems to be growing. 

Each one of us spends outside of the county, 
and that does not make you a horrible person, 
but what it does is stop the chance of that money 
circulating back into our community. 

The money spent locally multiplies as it goes 
from the hands of business owners to employees 
to other business owners to citizens in our county 
and so on until it leaves. 

When money is spent outside of our county 
in Carbondale, Marion, Cape Girardeau, or online, 
that money won’t make its way back into the 
hands of a Union County citizen. That money 
won’t go into our jobs, our businesses, our 
schools or our organizations. In addition, consider 
the sales tax that is lost.

To bring in the numbers (since numbers 
don’t lie), let us show you how your tax dollars 
are distributed when you shop locally.
There is a 7.5% tax on every good in Union County
•  5% goes into the State of Illinois
•  1% goes to local municipalities (The city that 
you purchase the product in.) 
•  1% goes to the County of Union for Public 
Facilities tax (Such as the courthouse.)
•  0.25% goes to the County of Union for Public 
Safety tax (Such as our police forces)
•  0.25% is collected countywide for the County 
of Union

Therefore, when we shop locally, 5% of the 
money we spend on taxes goes to the state, and 

2.5% comes back into our county.  When we shop 
out of county, none of the tax comes directly back 
into our county. 

It’s even worse when we spend online or in a 
different state because absolutely nothing comes 
back to us.  You may think that your money spent 
elsewhere does not make that much of an impact, 
but it does add up. 

Over the sixteen counties of Southern 
Illinois, $272,000,000 are being leaked out into 
the surrounding states by the people in Southern 
Illinois. 

Now if citizens of Southern Illinois are not 
compelled to spend their money at home, what 
will drive others to come in and spend their 
money here? If money isn’t being brought in, our 
businesses will slowly die and our community will 
weaken. 

Our businesses are of vital support to so 
many of our organizations for youth and adults, 
sports and the arts, and so much in between. 

When our businesses are successful it 
positively affects our organizations.Shopping 
locally IS important! Strong businesses means 
strong communities. Strong communities bring 
out strong schools. 

Strong schools produce strong and capable 
young adults. Strong young adults are going to go 
out into the world and make changes, but also, 
those young adults are going to grow up, and they 
will look back on their roots and see what made 
them strong.  

Some will come back to raise their families. 

Shopping locally isn’t always about the money. 
Sometimes it is seeing that to get a better quality 
of life later, you have to put in the effort now. 

We cannot fix all the problems of Illinois, 
but we can make a difference in Union County. 
We can make a difference in the place that your 
children and hopefully your grandchildren will be 
happy to call home. 

Make the decision to shop locally whenever 
you can.
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My favorite part of the presentation by Mr. Darren 
Bailey, Union County Treasurer, was that even though 
taxes are important to keeping our towns going, he 
stressed that, “It is not just about taxes. It is about 
maintaining and improving our standard of life. It’s about 
preserving what we have today and gaining what we 
want for tomorrow.” Yes this is important!! Shopping 
locally isn’t just making more money for us, it’s creating 
a community that we can be proud of.  Erin Dillow



The Importance of Tourism 
in Union County

By Cindy Cain, Director of Southernmost Illinois Tourism Bureau
    Tourism plays a vital role in Union County’s 

economy.  According to the Domestic Travel 
Impact on Illinois Study, Union County generated 
$10,600,00 0in tourism expenditures in 2015, an 
increase of 1.4 percent from 2014.  

    These expenditures supported over 
$1,000,000 in payroll for tourism-related jobs.  
The state tax collected from tourism revenue 
was $730,000.  The local tax receipts totaled 
$290,000.  

    Tourism promotion is funded by both a state 
and local tax that overnight guests pay as part of 
their total bill whether overnighting in a cabin, 
bed and breakfast or a hotel.  

    While a portion of the state tax collected is 
earmarked to fund local tourism promotion in 
the form of a grant to the local tourism bureau 
(the Southernmost Illinois Tourism Bureau, 
SITB, in Union County), the remainder goes into 
the state's general revenue fund that pays for 
education and many more vital programs and 
services in the State of Illinois.  

    The local tax receipts are utilized by both 
Southernmost and the county's local tourism 
efforts for marketing our area to lure out of town 
visitors that spend money in our local businesses.  

     Among the many tourism bureau 
activities impacting Union County are television 
commercials featuring the Shawnee National 
Forest and Shawnee Hills Wine Trail airing in St 
Louis, Evansville, Chicago and Nashville.

    Union County boasts many fantastic festivals 
and events. Both the Cobden Peach Festival and 
the Union County Fair were successful events 
again this past year. 

     Plans are already underway for Illinois to 
welcome visitors to our Bicentennial Celebration 
in late 2017-2018.  

     History-based organizations in Union County 
and sites including the Cobden Museum are 
planning to host activities and events.

     Another major event for the entire region is 
the Solar Eclipse taking place on Monday, August 
21, 2017 at 1:21pm.   

    Southern Illinois is located in the central path 
of this Total Eclipse, meaning we have the longest 
period of time for total darkness than any other 
place on Earth, which is approximately 2 minutes 

and 40 seconds.  
    This event will bring tens of thousands of 

visitors to our area filling lodging, our wineries, 
event centers, stores, restaurants, roadways, 
parks, and nearly every other location.  

    SITB has partnered with area tourism 
bureaus, as well as other organizations to develop 
a regional website,  www.southernillinoiseclipse.
org,  that potential visitors can use to secure 
available lodging, best places to view the Eclipse, 
sites to see while here, and much more. 

    SITB is also partnering with local agencies 
including the Small Business Development 
Center at Shawnee Community College, U of I 
Extension, the Southern Illinois Empowerment 
Zone, and Shawnee Mass Transit to provide 
technical assistance and planning information 
to the public in preparation for hosting this large 
influx of visitors.  

    You'll definitely want to learn more and be 
a spectator at this once in a lifetime event being 
held right in our own backyard.

     As you probably know by now, tourism is big 
business in Union County.  With over forty lodging 
facilities, including cabins, hotel/motels, inns, bed 
& breakfasts and hunting lodges, visitors have a 
plethora of options to choose. 

    Lodging facilities provides a base from which 
visitors venture out and explore all that Union 
County has to offer whether it's horseback riding, 
hunting, fishing, bicycling, boating, attending 
festivals and events, visiting historic sites, state 
parks, farm markets, the Shawnee National 
Forest, or other attractions.

    The collection of our vast tourism products 
and services exemplifies and underscores the 
importance of family-owned businesses to the 
Union County, the State of Illinois and the U.S. 
economies. And, the return on investment for 
tourism is more than money in the bank.

    The quality of life for local residents is 
greatly enhanced by tourism marketing and 
development.  

    It's entrepreneurial spirit at its best; it is 
capital investment and taxes, preservation, 
revitalization, and sharing our sense of place with 
others.  It's about opening our door and letting 
others learn what makes us...us.

We met with two loan officers from A-J National 
Bank, Melanie Lasley and Nina Lofton. We learned 
a lot about the process of getting loans and 
about your credit. They told us that when you are 
presenting your reason for the loan, as we will with 
our businesses, that we need to know what we are 
talking about. We should know all the little details 
because we will be asked all the questions and we 
should have the answers. Also in this visit a lot of 
the focus was on being involved in your community. 
Melanie Lasley said that being involved in your 
community is a priority. Nina Lofton says “Being 
active in your community gives you a voice.” They 
told us how the bank supports our community in 
many different areas and is a community bank 
which is focused on a personal connection with its 
clients.  Jessa Bond

Tech Guy Consulting opened in October of 2012. 
Mr. Josh Ditto spoke about this saying, “You never 
know when you unlock your door on the first day 
if any customer is going to walk through. On the 
first day, the first week, the first month.” Mr. Ditto 
was explaining perfectly in those two sentences 
that business is risky, that there isn’t always a 
guarantee of success, and that there is no promise 
of a customer on that first day, or any day. Mr. Ditto 
also expressed that “Customer retention is more 
important than customer expansion; customer 
expansion always comes second,” and “The main 
thing you want to have is a high level of customer 
satisfaction. So offer a quality service or product, and 
focus on that customer’s happiness.” When asked 
about competition, Mr. Ditto replied, “Competition 
keeps you on your toes,” and “Be friendly, be helpful, 
and be sociable; even if they’re your competitors.”  
Erin Dillow
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The members of Union County CEO would like 
to sincerely thank our executive level sponsor, 
investors, and others who continue to give 
money and time.  You build the foundation of our 
Union County CEO and are the only source of our 
financial support. 

We would also like to give a special thanks to 
those who share space to give us “home bases” 
throughout the year. Home bases are locations 
with parking and Wi-Fi that commit to being open 
at 7:30 AM to host our team meetings for a few 
class periods per week for several weeks. We 
enjoy the professional camaraderie we experience 
in these local businesses.

As students of this life-changing organization, 
we cannot express how grateful we are for the 
support the community gives to us. Those who 
cannot invest still support us by providing us with 
speakers, businesses to visit and learn from, and 
much needed miscellaneous supplies.

Without our community, we would not have the 
opportunity to experience CEO or see the doors 
that it opens in our lives. 

CEO changes you for the better and opens your 
eyes to how things really work in our community 
and in the world, and no amount of thanks can 
give back equally what we have gained from this. 
So, we thank you all for not only investing in our 
programs, but in our futures, and in the future of 
Union County as well.

Thank you, for YOUR support 
By Erin DillowSpecial appreciation goes to past and current 

CEO Advisory Board members.   Without your 
unwavering commitment to this program, it 

would not have become this beacon of hope, 
binding youth and experience, business and 

schools, families and communities, for the good 
of Union County.

Officers
Darren Bailey, Chairperson

Union County Treasurer

Mark Chamness, Treasurer
CPA, Whitney Accounting

Lisa Boget, Secretary 
Wellsprings Dermatology

 
Board Members

Mike Hanson
Principal, Shawnee High School

John Goddard
Principal, Dongola High School

Crystal Housman
Principal, Cobden Jr-Sr High School 

Ryan Carter
Regional Sales Manager, 

Advanced Drainage Systems

Bill Ecker
Agent, State Farm Insurance

Mindy Carter 
Owner, Heartland Gifts

Natalie McLean-Miller
Guidance Counselor, Anna-Jonesboro High School 

Brooke Miller
Co-owner, Steam Shovel Coffee

Owner, Old Feed Store

Jason Miller
General Manager, Coad Chevrolet-Buick-Ford 

Administrative Agent
Patrick Harner

Director, Five County Regional Vocational System

Adam Jung, Austin Beszczynski, Austin Klasner, Logan 
Jerolds, Mackenzie Conway, Meghan Smith, Kaitlin 
McWhorter, Samantha Smith 

CEO Teams 16 & 17
Appreciate you!

CEO Team 16

Jessica Glasco, Julian Smith, Shad Turner, Aaron Lence, 
Jessa Bond, Erin Dillow

CEO Team 17

At the Midland Institute for Entrepreneurship, we believe that entrepreneurship is much more about a mindset than it 
is a body of business knowledge, much more about a new way to view the world than a collection of business concepts. 
CEO stands for Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities, by the way, and that is exactly what CEO does. When you create 
in your students a willingness to see the world around them as a series of opportunities, help your students overcome 
the need to find the "correct answer" and instead look for the best possible solution, and help your students get past the 
fear of failing, you'll create dynamic, energetic, excited young people who will be life long learners and achievers. When 
you successfully engage your business community, encouraging them to share their expertise with your next generation 
of business owners, connecting them with young people who want to know what your business people know, incredible 
things happen. You'll create a community that will make your students want to come back and start businesses, work, and 
raise families. The most effective and cost efficient way to approach long-term economic development? Grow your own!  

Union County CEO is an affiliate of the Midland Institute of Entrepreneurship



Jessa Bond is the 
daughter of Geoff and 
Glenda Bond. She is 
in the Class of 2018 at 
Shawnee Hills Christian 
Academy where she is a 
high honor roll student. 
She is currently taking 
dual-credit classes at 
Shawnee Community 
College. Outside of 
school, Jessa is very 
active in her church’s 

projects. In the summer months, she works 
with her family who is very involved in the 
running of a Christian youth camp. Jessa is 
planning to attend Shawnee Community 
College studying medical technology.

Her business, Modern and Modest, is an 
all new skirt-making company. Jessa will be 
upscaling old skirts and turning jean pants 
into jean skirts creating nicely crafted skirts 
for women of all ages. Modern and Modest 
will also be creating flowers that can be 
worn on headbands, in the hair, or as a 
decoration on tops, like a brooch.

Julian Smith, a senior 
at Anna - Jonesboro 
High School, is the 
18-year-old grandson 
of the late Georgia 
Smith and nephew of 
Crystal Housman and 
Sherri Agers. Julian 
has taken many dual 
credit classes as well as 
some college courses 
at the Shawnee College 
Extension Center.  At A-J, Julian became a 
Webmaster allowing him to work with a 
team that built the school's website aj81.
net from the ground up.  Julian was the 
president of his local FBLA chapter and 
elected as the Southern Area FBLA treasurer 
which covers all of Southern Illinois.  
Outside of school Julian likes to spend his 
time coding and working on computers as 
well as spending time with his friends and 
family. Julian devotes one hour each school 
day working with the school's IT expert, 
Brian Meyer, to learn more about computers 
and technology. This will help with his future 
plan to go to SIU to major in computer 
science and a minor in entrepreneurship or 
business management.
 
“I am the proud owner of Tech Fusion, 
a company which offers a wide array of 
services from web design to in-home tech 
solutions. Tech Fusion is different from other 
technology companies since the focus is on 
the small businesses and organizations that 
may need a website presence.  I became 
more aware of their needs because of 
my CEO experiences. I chose to do this to 
combine my love for technology and the 
love I have for our beautiful Southern Illinois 
and its people.

Aaron Lence is in the 
class of 2017 at Anna-
Jonesboro Community 
High School. Aaron, 
son of Robert and 
Khrista Lence, is a 
multiple sport athlete 
and was captain of the 
football team.  He is 
an active member of 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and went on 
a voluntary church 
mission trip to Tunica, Mississippi. He works 
part time at Dairy Queen. Aaron plans on 
pursuing a degree in business.

“For my business, True South Outdoors, I 
will be networking with the local Shirt Shop 
in Anna to produce and to sell long sleeved 
and short sleeved T-shirts and possibly hats 
to promote Southern Illinois and show why 
you should appreciate where you live. That’s 
why I will be doing everything local.”

Erin Dillow is the 
daughter of Greg and 
Rhonda Dillow. She is 
in the Class of 2018 at 
Shawnee Hills Christian 
Academy. Erin is on 
High Honor Roll and 
is currently taking 
dual credit courses at 
Shawnee Community 
College. From a young 
age, she has been 
an active member of 

Lick Creek 4-H Club, Union County Equine 
Team, and Southern Illinois Pony Club. Erin 
is also an affiliate of Teens for Teachers 
and an official board member of the U of 
I Extension Unit 27.   Erin enjoys singing, 
writing, and horseback riding, and attends 
church at Harvest Church of Southern 
Illinois. She is interested in the field of 
engineering and is thinking of attending the 
University of Illinois.

Erin shared, “My business is the Southern 
Soul Soap Company. I hand make bars of 
soap using local ingredients when possible. 
I plan to eventually expand my business 
to include other things I can create such 
as lip balms, bath salts, reusable hand 
warmers, and other local products to create 
baskets that I can provide to the local bed 
and breakfasts to increase the comfort of 
visitors that come to our county. I chose 
this because I believe this is a business 
that I can mold and have a passion for, 
and it is something I can continue on a 
larger or smaller scale based on my career/
educational path. Eventually I hope to be 
able to produce enough bars of soap that 
I can donate a generous number to those 
in need. The motto of my business will be 
Psalms 51:7, “Cleanse me with hyssop, and I 
shall be clean; Wash me, and I will be made 
whiter than snow,” and thus, all the bars I 
will produce will have hyssop oil in them.” 

Shad Turner, son of Jeff 
and Dawn Turner,    is in 
the 2017 class at Anna 
- Jonesboro Community 
High School. Shad is 
someone whose life 
revolves around the 
sports he plays and his 
friends. Shad started 
playing football when 
he was in kindergarten 
and ever since then 
hasn't stopped. He 
plays an offensive line position on the 
football team. He is also on the varsity 
wrestling team and is a team captain. He's 
played for all four year of high school. 
Shad's plans after high school are to 
enlist into the Army. After his military 
service, he hopes to attend Illinois State 
University, earning undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in psychology.  Shad 
hopes to someday help people with mental 
disorders such as PTSD.

 Shad shared about his  hobby-based  
business.  "Twisted Metal Blacksmithing is 
a blacksmith shop that provides handmade 
blades. All blades will be Damascus steel. I 
will be making blades upon request as well 
as have blades already premade for sale. 
All steel will be  purchased locally. "   Shad is 
a fan of the television program "Forged in 
Fire."

Jessica Glasco is the 
daughter of Cory 
Glasco. She's in the 
class of 2018 at Anna-
Jonesboro High School 
where she has been 
in FFA, FCCLA, and 
FBLA. She has also 
played volleyball 
and basketball. She 
volunteers time at 
the Sunshine Inn 
Senior Center. Jessica 

enjoys spending time with her family and 
friends and going to school. She plans to 
attend Southeast Missouri State University 
majoring in business or accounting.
 
 Jessica Glasco is the owner of  Bathtime 
Blitz. Her bath bombs are like no other 
because they are made locally with all 
natural ingredients. Her sugar scrubs and 
bath bombs come in a variety of bright 
colors and appealing scents.

2016-17        

Executive Level Supporters
Collin & the late    

Gerald Cain
Investors:

Gold Investors—At least $1,000/year 
for at least 3 years
Anna State Bank

Anna-Jonesboro National Bank
The Bailey Family

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Beatty
City of Anna

Collin Cain, Grassy Lake Hunting Club
Mark Chamness, Whitney Accounting

Cobden Civic and Industrial Foundation
Charlotte Clover and Danielle Stevens, 

Country Financial
Lyn and Paula Crabtree, Masters Choice

Bill Ecker, State Farm Insurance
Rusty Flamm, Rusty’s Home Center

Rollie Hawk, Union County Technology 
Solutions

Craig Lindvahl, Midland Institute
Beck Simonds, E.T. Simonds Construction

Union County Economic Development 
Corporation

Union County Hospital, Jim Farris CEO
Union County Government

Union County Women in Business
U.S Bank, Cobden, Glenda Boone

Walmart, Alan Kimmel
Wes Wilkins, Wilkins Law Office

Silver Investors--$500 to $999/year 
for at least 3 years

Mike and Kathy Stegle
Jan York, Skyline View Cabins

Friends--Financial, in-kind, and other 
support

CEO Team 2016
Coad Chevrolet, Buick, Ford, Jason Miller

Elaine Crain
Dyno Nobel, Johnny Miller

Norma Lee Hackney
Walter Hawk

Susan Odum, Odum Specialties
Jerry Reppert, Reppert Publications

Nick and Jerri Schaefer, Schaefer Excavating
Shawnee Community College

SIU College of Business
Tech Guy Consulting

Union County Chamber of Commerce

Mentors:
Glenda Boone   Ken Frick
Steve Haldeman    Melanie Lasley
Phillip McGrath                    Tim McGrath

Mary Nash-Swink

Home Bases:

Grassy Lake Hunting Club
Old Feed Store

Southern Real Estate Group
Union County Hospital

Masters Choice
Coad Chevrolet, Buick, Ford

Facilitator: Evelyn Bailey

For information
call 618-559-4318
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Photography by Josh Ditto 
of Tech Guy Consulting, a 
service of Tech Guy, INC.
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