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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Local farmer journeys to Washington, D.C.
Alto Pass farmer and 

Union County Farm Bu-
reau member Wayne Sirles 
was one of 30 Illinois farm-
ers who traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C., earlier this 
month to lobby for Illinois 
Farm Bureau, IFB, priori-
ties.

Led by Adam Nielsen, 
IFB’s director of national 
legislation and policy de-
velopment, the group’s 
fast-paced trip began on 
Monday, March 6, and end-
ed Wednesday, March 8.

This was the first trip 
during the 115th Congress 
for Illinois Farm Bureau 
members.  

During the trip, mem-
bers had the opportunity 
to let their elected officials 
know where they stand on 
IFB priority issues, such as 
tax reform and regulatory 
reform, and to remind them 
just how important trade 
agreements like NAFTA 
are to farmers’ bottom line.  

Sirles, a specialty crops 
farmer in Union County, 
traveled to Washington, 
D.C., with a message for 

Farmers address priorities
More than 30 farmers from Illinois went to Washington, D.C., earlier this month to discuss Illinois 

Farm Bureau priorities. Among those attending was Wayne Sirles of Alto Pass. Sirles is in the center 
of the photo. Photo provided.
elected officials about the 
importance of the guest 
worker program to Illinois 
fruit and vegetable grow-
ers. His family owns and 
operates Rendleman Or-
chards near Alto Pass. 

After  being briefed 
on the issues by IFB and 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation staff, partici-
pants spent a day on Cap-
itol Hill, meeting with 

members of Illinois’ con-
gressional delegation, as 
well as the state’s two U.S. 
senators.

The group also met with 
the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives Agricultural 
Committee staff  about an 
update on the Farm Bill, 
both the current bill and 
plans for 2018.   

Illinois farmers empha-
sized the importance of 

crop insurance as well as 
not reducing the budget for 
the 2018 Farm Bill. 

“The trip was a great 
experience for everyone to 
become comfortable with 
advocating for important 
priority issues and helped 
to build or renew relation-
ships with  members of 
Congress,” Sirles said in a 
news release. 

While in Washington, 

D.C., Illinois farmers also 
visited the embassies of 
Ireland and Canada. 

Ireland belongs to the 
European Union. Canada 
is part of the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agree-
ment. The group also met 
with officials from USDA.

The “Leaders to Wash-
ington” program happens 
twice a year, in the spring 
and again in the fall. 

Illinois Farm Bureau conference held
Members representing local county Farm Bureaus attended the Illinois Farm 

Bureau’s 2017 Governmental Affairs and Leadership Conference, which was 
March 1-2 in Springfield. The conference, with a theme of “Together Towards 
Tomorrow,” offered a variety of speakers and information encouraging farmers 
to get involved all levels of government and local affairs and ways to impact policy 
for the good of agriculture. Representatives from Farm Bureaus in Union, Mas-
sac, Pulaski-Alexander and Williamson counties were among those who attended 
the conference.

During the conference, Union County farmer Jeff Flamm was invited to speak 
about the importance of the H2A Guest Worker Program to Flamm Orchards and 
other Illinois specialty crop farmers. He was joined in the session by a Northern 
Illinois dairy farmer to discuss different perspectives about how future immigration 
policy could impact their farms.  Union County farmers who attended the confer-
ence included, from left, Jeff Flamm  from Cobden; Mark Eddleman, president 
of the Union County Farm Bureau, from Dongola; and Paul Rich, director, Union 
County Farm Bureau, from Anna. Photo provided.

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month

WIBH plans Blue Ribbons for Kids campaign
April’s arrival next week 

will bring with it the 2017 
observance of National 
Child Abuse Prevention 
Month.

In commemoration of 
the month, WIBH radio 
in Anna again is leading 
a community-wide Blue 
Ribbons for Kids campaign, 
which is in its seventh year.

WIBH sales and pro-
motion manager Shawnna 
Rhine explained that the 
campaign benefits children 
in Southern Illinois who are 
served by the Children’s 
Medical & Mental Health 
Resource Network and the 
Two Rivers Child Advo-
cacy Center.

An annual Blue Ribbons 
for Kids campaign Union 
County Proclamation Day 
is planned March 31. The 

event is set for 9 a.m. at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.

“Proclamation Day is an 
important recognition that 
we all stand together to end 
child abuse in our county,” 
Rhine stated.

County and municipal 
officials, and their office 
staffs, are invited to be a 
part of Proclamation Day.

Representatives from 
the Children’s Medical & 
Mental Health Resource 
Network, the Two Rivers 
Child Advocacy Center, 
Union County Counseling 
Service and other family 
and child agencies plan to 
be on hand to sign the proc-
lamation.

A new part of the cam-
paign for 2017 will be 
Courage Collection Days.

“We will be collecting 
items at several locations” 
to help support the resource 
network and advocacy cen-
ter, Rhine noted. Informa-
tion also will be available 
for families. The items 
which will be collected 
will help to provide com-
fort to children in a time of 
need, such as tooth brushes, 
toothpaste, soap and de-
odorant.

Courage Collect ion 
Days are planned from 
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
the following locations on 
the accompanying days:

April 7 at Wright Bros. 
Body Shop & Rod’s Tow-
ing. April 14 at L&P Carpet. 
April 21 at Union County 
Hospital. April 28 at the 
Anna Baking Company, 
sponsored by Swafford 
Pediatrics. Donations also 
can be made at any time at 
Title Cash in Anna. 

Other Blue Ribbons for 
Kids campaign events are 
planned in the community.

A PJ’s and movie night 
featuring a showing of 
“Trolls” is planned from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. April 7 
at Kiki’s Coffee House in 
downtown Anna. Donations 
of one courage item per 
person will be appreciated. 
Snacks will be provided by 
the Anna Baking Company.

A Blue March on Main 
Street Against Child Abuse 
is planned at noon on April 
14. Community members 
are invited to wear blue and 
join others in the march. 
Walkers plan to meet in 
the parking lot across from 
Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank’s South Main Street 
location in downtown 
Anna.

April 14 also will be 
designated as Blue Day. 
Everyone is invited to wear 
blue to show that the com-
munity stands against child 
abuse.

The Blue Ribbons for 
Kids campaign is spon-
sored in part by the Anna 

Baking Company, Jordo’s 
Pizzeria, Kiki’s Coffee 
House, L&P Carpet, the 
Movie Depot, the River 
to River Residential Com-
munity, Union County 
Sheriff Scott Harvel, Sling 
Blade Performance, Union 
County State’s Attorney 
Tyler R. Edmonds, Stegle 
Plumbing, Sudzy Bath & 
Biscuits, Swafford Pedi-
atrics, Tech Fusion, Title 
Cash, Union County Ab-
stract, the Union County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Union County Hospital in 
Anna, and Wright Bros. 
Body Shop & Rod’s Tow-
ing.

More information about 
the Blue Ribbons for Kids 
campaign is available by 
contacting Rhine at WIBH, 
phone 833-9424, extension 
301, or email shawnna-
rhine@gmail.com. Infor-
mation also can be found 
on the WIBH Blue Rib-
bons for Kids Facebook 
page, wibhradio.com.

Region experienced
record warm winter

The winter months of 
December, January and 
February featured record 
warm temperatures in 
the region, the National 
Weather Service office in 
Paducah reported.

The period also was 
relatively dry in Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky.

The weather service 
reported on its website 
that Paducah recorded its 
warmest winter season on 
record. The previous record 
had been set in 1949-1950.

Cape Girardeau had its 
second warmest winter on 
record.

The weather service also 
noted that “snow was basi-
cally nonexistent” during 
the winter.

Paducah finished with a 
“measly” 0.2 of an inch of 
snow. In terms of snowfall 
amounts for the season, Pa-
ducah had its fourth lowest 
total on record.

“We haven’t had a win-
ter with less snow since 
1991-1992, when no mea-
surable snow occurred in 
Paducah,” the weather ser-
vice reported.

The weather service re-

ported that most of the 
region experienced a “drier 
than normal winter.” Many 
areas finished 2 to 6 inches 
below normal in terms of 
precipitation.

The winter season came 
to an end with a “signifi-
cant severe weather event/
tornado outbreak,” which 
occurred on Feb. 28.

Weather
High 79, low 18

The temperature varied 
by 61 degrees during the 
period of March 14-20 in 
Union County.

The high for the period 
was 79, while the low was 
18.

Precipitation for the pe-
riod included .11 of an inch 
of rain March 17 and .13 of 
an inch of rain March 20.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by weather observer 
Dana Cross in Jonesboro:
                                   H  L
Tuesday, March 14     35 25
Wednesday, March 15 40 18
Thursday, March 16    46 19
Friday, March 17        59 42
Saturday, March 18    61 41
Sunday, March 19      58 30
Monday, March 20     79 42

A Palm Sunday service 
is planned at 2 p.m. on 
April 9 at Kornthal Church 
near Jonesboro.

***
The Shawnee Hills 

Arts Council/Anna Arts 
Center is making plans for 
its Paint the Town event, 
which is scheduled April 8.

***
A Village of Cobden 

eclipse committee met 
Monday evening, March 
13. The committee is 
working on plans related 
to the Aug. 21 total eclipse 
of the sun, which will be 
a major event in Southern 
Illinois.

***
Cobden’s TIF joint 

review board met March 
14. A report from the meet-
ing indicated that the first 
reimbursement payment 
related to the development 
of the Dollar General store 
in Cobden is anticipated 
late in the fourth quarter of 
2017.

***
The U.S. Forest Ser-

vice planned to conduct 
prescribed burns last 
Saturday and Sunday on 
the Shawnee National 
Forest, weather permitting. 
Folks may have smoke 
from the burns in the Alto 
Pass, Cobden, Gorham and 
Murphysboro areas.

***
An Illinois Junior Acad-

emy of Science Region 
8 Science Fair is planned 
Thursday, today, at South-
ern Illinois University 
Carbondale.  About 400 
junior high and high school 
students are scheduled to 
participate.

(continued on page 2)
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News 
Notes

P Plott
ConstruCtion

Sidewalks ~ Patios
Decorative  Concrete

Flatwork ~ Basements
Septic ~ Excavating
Hauling ~ Trenching
Safe Rooms ~ Walls

Storm Cellars
(618) 697-2231 (cell)
(618) 833-4195 (fax)
csplott@hotmail.com

23-22GPC/2017

Chris Plott

Shop Local and Save

Compucessory Air Duster 
Cleaning Spray
CCS24302
Reg. $24.99 Pk.
SALE $8.99 Pk.

Home Office: 800-524-7911
Fax: 618-833-5813

Order Online at www.reppertsales.com

Post-It Note Dispenser
MMMWD330COLMT
Reg. $13.48 Ea.
SALE $9.99 Ea.

Lime-A-Way Coffeemaker 
Cleaner
RAC36320
Reg. $5.80 Ea.
SALE $3.99 Ea.

Early Voting Information
Consolidated General Election

April 4, 2017

Union County, Illinois

DatES
February 23 through April 3, 2017
309 W. Market Street, Room 116

Jonesboro, IL 62952
8 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Normal early voting hours will be Monday 
through Friday. 
The exception to this will be on Saturday, April 
1, 2017. The office will be open for early voting 
from 8 A.M. until 12 P.M.

Terry Bartruff
Union County Clerk

10-15G 14G

"The Preaching Pen"
One of the Hardest Words

If a survey were taken to learn what the average person 
feels is the hardest word to pronounce, what would the 

results be? No doubt, all kinds of words would be listed, 
but among the hardest words to pronounce is the little word, 
“No.” Why? Because our most difficult task in life is to 
control ourselves. To have self-control, we must learn to say, 
“no.” There were hundreds during the ministry of Jesus who 
refused to follow Him because they weren’t strong enough to 
deny themselves. Jesus laid down this important rule when 
He said, “If any man desires to come after me, let him deny 
himself, take up his cross, and follow me” (Mt. 16:24). To 
many of his hearers, the price was too high.

The rich young ruler who came to Jesus seeking eternal 
life, finally walked away sad because he lacked self-control. 
Even though Jesus said, “Sell what you have, give to the poor, 
and you shall have treasure in Heaven; and come, follow 
me” (Mt. 19:21), the young man’s sense of self said, “No.”

If you’re not a Christian, is it because you haven’t been 
able to say “no” to the ways of the world? Has the word, “no” 
stopped you from having enough faith to repent of your sins, 
confess your faith in Christ as the Son of God, and to obey 
the command to be baptized? Or, has the word “no” kept 
you from living faithfully as a Christian? The Lord wants 
you to be saved, and you’re encouraged not to let the word 
“no” keep you from responding. Let the Anna church of 
Christ help you. Join us for Bible study Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 
or Wednesday at 7 p.m. Worship services are 10:30 a.m. & 

5 p.m. every Sunday. We hope to see you soon!

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ

(continued from page 1)

A building which had 
served as the home of a car 
dealership (and for other 
purposes) is undergoing a 
major transformation.

***
Monday afternoon, 

thunder was heard in Anna. 
Just a week earlier, on 
Monday, snow had covered 
the ground in the Union 
County community.

***
The National Weather 

Service office in Paducah 
was calling for high tem-
peratures on Wednesday of 
this week that would be 30 
degrees cooler than they 
were on Monday.

Cairo man to receive life sentence for double
murder during attempted bank robbery

Donald S. Boyce, Unit-
ed States Attorney for the 
Southern District of Illinois, 
reported March 16 that 
James Nathaniel Watts, 32, 
of Cairo, had pleaded guilty 
to a federal superseding in-
dictment regarding the May 
2014 attempted robbery of 
the First National Bank in 
Cairo.

Boyce reported in a news 
release that evidence dis-
cussed in court established 
that on May 15, 2014, at 
approximately 4:45 p.m., 
Watts approached three 
employees as they left the 
bank after closing. 

Watts’ covered his face 
with a folded white pil-
lowcase and armed himself 
with a handgun and a hunt-
ing knife. 

Watts forced the three 
employees back into the 
bank at gunpoint. 

Once inside, he bound 
each of the employees’ 
hands with zip ties as he 
attempted to gain entry to 
the vault. 

The employees were 
unable to open the vault 
because it was equipped 
with a time lock that could 
not be opened until the next 
morning. 

Watts then forced the 
three employees into the 
bank’s break room, where 
he killed Anita Grace and 
Nita Smith and attempted 
to kill Kaeley Price. 

Nita Smith died at the 
bank. Anita Grace died from 
injuries inflicted by de-
fendant shortly after being 
transported to the hospital. 

The defendant believed 
he had also killed Kaeley 
Price. While critically in-
jured, Price survived and 
was able to call 911 after 
defendant had fled the bank. 

Police captured Watts 
following a high-speed 
chase and manhunt. Au-
thorities found him hiding 
in the structure of a railroad 
trestle bridge that spans the 
Ohio River between Illinois 
and Kentucky.

Boyce stated that with 

respect to Count 1, Watts 
faces a mandatory sentence 
of life imprisonment with-
out the possibility of parole. 

That count charges that 
on May 15, 2014, in Al-
exander County, Watts by 
force, violence and intimi-
dation, did attempt to take 
from the person and pres-
ence of another, money 
belonging to and in the care, 
custody, control, manage-
ment and possession of 
the First National Bank 
in Cairo, the deposits of 
which were then insured by 
the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation; and in 
committing such offense, 
Watts assaulted and put in 
jeopardy the life of another 
person by the use of a dan-
gerous weapon or weapons, 
that is a knife and a gun; and 
further, in committing such 
offense, Watts killed Anita 
Grace and Nita Smith; all 
in violation of Title 18, 
United States Code, Sec-
tions 2113(a), 2113(d), and 
2113(e).

Count 2 charges that on 
May 15, 2014, in Alexander 
County, Watts, having pre-
viously been convicted by a 
court of a felony punishable 
by imprisonment for a term 
exceeding one year, did 
knowingly possess, in and 
affecting commerce, a fire-
arm, that is a Colt, Model 
MK IV Series 80 Mustang, 
.380 auto caliber semi-
automatic pistol, bearing 
serial number MU29470, 
all in violation of Title 18, 
United States Code, Sec-
tions 922(g)(l) and 924(a)
(2). 

With respect to Count 
2, Watts faces up to an ad-
ditional 10 years’ imprison-
ment, a $250,000 fine, and 3 
years of supervised release 
to follow any term of incar-
ceration imposed.

The court scheduled 
Watts’ sentencing hearing 
for May 25 at the United 
States District Courthouse 
in Benton. Watts will re-
main in the custody of the 
United States marshal until 
that time.

The case was prosecuted 
by Assistant United States 
Attorneys Jim Cutchin and 
George Norwood, and CCS 
trial attorney Jeffrey Zick.

The investigation in the 
case was conducted by the 
Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, the Illinois State 
Police and numerous other 
law enforcement agencies 
in Illinois and Missouri.

Public Record
from the files at the Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro

Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded 
at the Union County clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Warranty Deed. Grant-
or: Rose M. Reeves, John 
Reeves Sr. Grantee: Deborah 
J. McKibben, Gary E. McKib-
ben. Tract Section 24 Town-
ship 12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Stacy Estus. Grantee: Kim-
berly E. Simmons. Tract Sec-
tion 19 Township 12S Range 
1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Lawrence Landry. Grantee: 
Joshua Collins, Rosa Col-
lins. Name: Ashley’s Addition, 
Lot 21.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Secretary of Housing and Ur-
ban Development. Grantee: 
Mark Mavers. Tract Section 
26 Township 11S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Rose M. Reeves, John R. 
Reeves Sr. Grantee: Megan 
Flamm, Ryan Flamm. Tract 
Section 24 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Christopher Campbell. Grant-
ee: Scottie D. Cook, David J. 
Cook Jr. Name: A.J. Menees 
Addition, Lot 24, Portion 25.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
ATP Real Estate LLC. Grant-
ee: Jerry Reppert. Name: 
Original Plat of Anna, Lot 87.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Ricky L. Cast. Grantee: Billy 
L. Dove, Janette J. Dove. 
Tract Section 13 Township 
11S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Shawnee Survey & Consult-
ing Inc. Grantee: Roger Bar-
ringer. Tract Section 2 Town-
ship 12S Range 1E.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Donna J. Cavness, Donna 
L. Cavness. Grantee: Con-
nie Weible, Kenneth Weible. 
Tract Section 33 Township 
11S Range 3W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
US Bank NA. Grantee: Greg-
ory A. Inman. Name: J.H. 
Spann’s 1st Add. of Anna, 
Portion 1, 2.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Carol Lavon Otrich. Grantee: 
First Baptist Church of Anna, 
Illinois. Name: A.D. Finch’s 
1st Addition, Portion 1.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Sherman L. Mays. Grantee: 
George A. Stearns, Linda 
S. Stearns. Tract Section 8 
Township 12S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Jane Ellen Yates. Grantee: 

Dennis S. Yates. Tract Sec-
tion 23 Township 12S Range 
1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Bruce Dean Lannom, Tammy 
Marie Lannom. Grantee: Matt 
Corzine. Tract Section 16 
Township 13S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Brian Mays. Grantee: Kath-
leen Mays. Name: Stone 
Ridge Subdivision, Lot 6.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Brian Mays. Grantee: Kath-
leen Mays. Name: S.A. Wal-
ton’s 1st Add. of Anna, Lots 
15-18.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
John Warren. Grantee: How-
ard Robinson. Tract Section 
27 Township 12S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Diana K. Powell, Ernest Pow-
ell. Grantee: Vicki M. Powell. 
Tract Section 16 Township 
13S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grant-
or: Diana K. Powell, Ernest 
E. Powell. Grantee: Audra 
R. Powell. Tract Section 16 
Township 13S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grant-
or: State Bank of Lincoln. 
Grantee: Eric Heuneman, 
Gwendolyn Murphy. Name: 
Charles W. Bigler’s 1st Add. 
of Cobden, Lot 6.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Kim E. Simmons, Donald T. 
Simmons Jr. Grantee: Donald 
T. Simmons Jr. Tract Section 
19 Township 12S Range 1E.

Traffic Citations
The following people were 

cited for speeding and were 
assessed $120 in fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
Union County circuit clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Debra  D.  Byars ,  La 
Grange Park. Teresa Lynn 
Boyer, Anna. Jessica L. Har-
rison, Murphysboro. Earnest 
Bill Green, Hattiesburg, Miss. 
Roderick L. Boyce, Ullin. Em-
ily L. Nagy, North Aurora.

Kather ine  E .  Wat ts , 
Elkville. Dylan Walter William 
Simmerman, Ullin. Kennedy 
R. Davis, Cape Girardeau. 
Kaitlin E. McFerron, Chaffee, 
Mo. Manideepsai Jakkula, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. Blake 
Andrew Mix, Jonesboro. 
Colton J. Capron, Cypress.

The following people were  
cited for the indicated viola-
tions and were assessed 
the accompanying fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
circuit clerk’s office:

Marquita D. Davis, Marion, 
electronic communication 
device, $120. Risa C. Newby, 

Murphysboro, registration 
expiration, $120. Alyssa M. 
Thompson, Anna, electronic 
communication device, $120.

Jill L. Edwards, Cape Gi-
rardeau, operate uninsured 
motor vehicle, $200. Jessica 
M. Hightower, Olive Branch, 
operate uninsured motor ve-
hicle, $200; speeding, 11-14 
mph above limit, $120.

Lydia D. Derossett, Anna, 
electronic communication 
device, $120. Jozeh R. Cook, 
Jonesboro, registration expi-
ration, $120. Jonas R. Reece, 
Granite City, electronic com-
munication device, $120.

Marriage Licenses
The county clerk’s office 

issued a marriage license to:
Kevin F. Marquard, 46, of 

Belleville,  and Kimberly L. 
Rippee, 43, of Belleville.

Gage Adam Quick, 26, of 
Makanda, and Tonya Lynn 
Mathus, 26, of Makanda.

James Robert Charles, 41, 
of Dongola, and Tamatha Jo 
Gottschall, 40, of Jonesboro.

Kory Michael Garrie, 29, of 
Russellville, Ark., and Jorista 
Van Der Merwe, 33, of Rus-
sellville, Ark.

February report

Anna police
had nearly
200 calls

The Anna Police Depart-
ment had nearly 200 calls 
which required a response 
during February.

The statistic was high-
lighted in Anna Police Chief 
Mike Hunter’s monthly re-
port for February.

Statistics recorded for 
the month included:

191 calls which required 
a response. 88 walk-in re-
quests. 

108 traffic stops. 12 
crashes handled. Nine ve-
hicles impounded. Nine 
motorists assisted.

26 criminal arrests. 59 
traffic citations. 58 written 
warnings. 

13 code violations cited. 
3,357 miles patrolled. 901 
hours worked.

35 cases approved. 23 
cases submitted for pros-
ecution. Six cases pending 
investigation. Five cases 
closed.

Death
investigated

Illinois State Police re-
ported they were conduct-
ing a death investigation 
on I-24 in Massac County.  

At approximately 11:19 
a.m. on March 19, the Mas-
sac County Sheriff’s De-
partment and Illinois State 
Police responded to a report 
of a deceased individual in 
a vehicle parked on an exit 
ramp in Massac County.  

The Illinois State Police 
are investigating the death 
and foul play was not sus-
pected. 

The name of the sub-
ject had not been released 
pending notification of the 
family.

School
News Notes

Lick Creek
A Beta Club spring 

dance for 6th through 8th 
grades is planned Friday, 
April 7, from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m.

Spring break is April 
10-17.

Cobden
The junior high volley-

ball team won its regional 
championship on Friday 
and will compete in the 
state tournament on Satur-
day at Herrin High School.

PARCC testing will be-
gin next week.

The elementary school 
spring concert is set for 
Friday, April 7, from 12:30 
p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Spring break is April 
10-17.

Anna Junior High
A talent show is sched-

uled Friday, March 24.
Spring break is April 

10-17.
Jonesboro
PARCC testing was 

scheduled March 9-17 for 
6th through 8th grades. 
Testing for 3rd through 
5th grades began March 
20 and continues through 
March 28.

Shawnee
SIU’s history fair is 

planned Saturday, March 
25.

‘Beasts’ featured
A program about reptiles 

is planned Saturday, March 
25, at the Barkhausen Cache 
River Wetlands Center near 
Cypress.

“Fantastic (Reptilian) 
Beasts and Where to Find 
Them” is scheduled from 2 
p.m. to 3 p.m. 

The wetlands center is 
located at 8885 State Route 
37 South. For more informa-
tion, call 618-657-2064.
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You have until April 18, 2017
to open or make a contribution 

to your 2016 IRA. 
Stop in our Leigh Avenue 

location and see Mindy Schultz.  
She will be happy to assist you.

Time is running out...
2016 tax deadline approaching

14GP

Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Speaks in Washington, D.C.
Jerry L. Reppert, publisher of The Gazette-Demo-

crat, was a guest speaker at the National Press Club 
in Washington, D.C., Thursday, March 16. The event 
was part of the National Newspaper Association’s 
annual Government Affairs Conference.

Jonesboro 
Library
book sale planned

The Jonesboro Public 
Library is planning a book 
sale.

The sale is scheduled 
Thursday and Friday, 
March 23-24, from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m., and Saturday, 
March 25, from 8 a.m. to 
noon.

The library is located at 
412 S. Main St. in Jones-
boro.

Union County
United event
planned today

A new networking op-
portunity is planned Thurs-
day, today, in Union County.

“Keep It Local. Keep Us 
Connected” is the theme 
for a Union County United 
event which is scheduled 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. today at StarView 
Vineyards near Cobden. 
Light hors d’oeuvres will 
be served.

Sponsors include Union 
County Women in Busi-
ness, the Union County 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the Union County Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration.

A new mobile directory 
is being introduced that will 
have Union County busi-
nesses instantly connected 
with customers.

Those who wanted to 
be a part of the event were 
asked to RSVP by March 
13.

For more information, 
contact the Union County 
Chamber of Commerce 
by phone at 833-6311 or 
by email at Ucchamber@
outlook.com.

Anna Junior
High to host
talent show

The Anna Junior High 
School Drama Club is 
planning to host a talent 
show.

The show is set for 6 
p.m. Friday, March 24, in 
the new gymnasium at the 
Anna school.

Admission is $2. Pro-
ceeds will help to support 
a theater program at the 
school.

Twenty students will 
be performing a variety of 
acts, including dancing, 
singing, playing piano, 
comedy and air guitar.

Congressman seeking
input about health
care reform package

U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, 
R-Ill., said March 17 that 
he is seeking input from 
residents of Southern Il-
linois as Congress moves 
forward in crafting a health 
care reform package. 

Bost said in a news re-

lease that he has created a 
forum at http://bost.house.
gov/yourstory for constitu-
ents to share their testimo-
nials of how they have been 
affected by the Afford-
able Care Act, commonly 
known as Obamacare.

“From day one, I have 
worked to ensure that the 
voices of all Southern Illi-
noisans are heard, especial-
ly on controversial issues 
like replacing Obamacare,” 
Bost said in the news re-
lease.

“That’s why I created 
this one-stop-shop for con-
stituents to share their real 
life health care stories with 
me.  

“Their perspectives, pro 
or con, will help shape how 
we deal with these issues in 
Washington.  

“It’s important that we 
get health care reform 
right, and I want to hear 
from Southern Illinoisans 
from across the district 
and across the political 
spectrum.”

1.0287 tentative multiplier
issued to Union County

Union County has been 
issued a tentative property 
assessment equalization 
factor of 1.0287.

The issuing of the ten-
tative multiplier was an-
nounced in a March 15 
news release from the Il-
linois Department of Rev-
enue, IDOR.

The tentative multiplier 
number also had been re-
ported at a March 10 meet-
ing of the Union County 
Board of Commissioners.

The property assessment 
equalization factor, often 
called the “multiplier,” is 
the method used to achieve 
uniform property assess-
ments among counties, as 
required by law. 

The equalization is seen 
as important because some 
of the state’s 6,600 local 
taxing districts overlap into 
two or more counties.

The overlapping entities 
can include school districts, 
junior college districts and 
fire protection districts. 

If there were no equaliza-
tion among counties, sub-
stantial inequities among 
taxpayers with comparable 
properties would result.

State law requires prop-
erty in Illinois to be as-
sessed at one-third of its 
market value. 

Farm property is as-
sessed differently, with 
farm homesites and dwell-
ings subject to regular as-

sessing and equalization 
procedures, but with farm-
land and farm buildings 
assessed according to stan-
dards based on productiv-
ity.

The equalization factor 
is determined annually for 
each county by comparing 
the sales price of individual 
properties sold over the past 
three years to the assessed 
value placed on those prop-
erties by the county super-
visor of assessments/county 
assessor.

If the three-year aver-
age level of assessment is 
one-third of market value, 
the equalization factor will 
be 1. 

If the average level of 
assessment is greater than 
one-third of market value, 
the equalization factor will 
be less than 1. 

And if the average level 
of assessment is less than 
one-third of market value, 
the equalization factor will 
be greater than 1. 

Assessments in Union 
County are at 32.40 percent 
of market value, based on 
sales of properties in 2013, 
2014 and 2015, IDOR re-
ported.

The equalization factor 
currently being assigned 
is for 2016 taxes, payable 
in 2017.

Last year’s equalization 
factor for the county was 
1.0000.

The tentative factor is 
subject to change if the 
county board of review 
takes actions which sig-
nificantly affect the county 
assessments or if local of-
ficials or others can present 
data showing that IDOR’s 
estimates of the average 
level of assessments in the 
county should be adjusted. 

A public hearing on the 
tentative multiplier will be 
held between 20 and 30 
days after the tentative fac-
tor is published in a news-
paper of general circulation 
within the county.

A change in the equaliza-
tion factor does not mean 
total property tax bills will 
increase or decrease. 

Tax bills are determined 
by local taxing bodies when 
they request money each 
year to provide services to 
local citizens. 

If the amount requested 
by local taxing districts is 
not greater than the amount 
received in the previous 
year, then total property 
taxes will not increase even 
if assessments may have 
increased.

IDOR explained that the 
assessed value of an indi-
vidual property determines 
what portion of the tax 
burden a specific taxpayer 
will assume. 

That individual’s portion 
of tax responsibility is not 
changed by the multiplier.

Rising Up for Change
coalition meeting slated

A Rising Up for Change 
coalition meeting is sched-
uled at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
today, at the Fellowship 
House prevention office, 
which is located at 507 
Freeman St. in Anna.

Part of the meeting will 
focus on preparation for an  
“Overlooking the Obvious” 
event. 

Preparation work is slat-
ed to include adhering la-
bels to pamphlets, stapling 
documents together, putting 
50 folders together and 
placing labels on folders.

Lunch will be provided. 
Organizers had asked for an 
RSVP so they would know  
how much food to provide.

“Overlooking the Ob-
vious” is planned April 2 
at Anna Heights Baptist 
Church in Anna from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. 

The agenda for today’s 
coalition meeting also is 
scheduled to include dis-
cussion about the upcom-
ing event and volunteer 
opportunities on the day of 
the event. 

Plans for the upcoming 
Fiscal Year 2018 commu-
nication campaign at the 
high school will be briefly 
discussed. 

Data for this month is 
from the Union County 

Illinois Youth Survey and 
focuses on what students 
reported when asked about 
feelings of sadness and 
hopelessness. 

For more information, 
call the prevention office 
at 833-4460  and leave a 
message or email Teresa at 
tgoddard@thefellowship-
house.com.

Teen Night set
at arts center

Teen Night is planned 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. March 
25 at the Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council’s Anna Arts Center.

The center is located at 
125 W. Davie St. in Anna.

Teens from 13 years old 
to high school are invited. 
The evening will feature 
music, dance, art, games, 
ping pong competitions, 
air hockey, foosball games 
and more.

Teens are to bring their 
favorite 2-liter soda or juice 
and munchies or cookies 
to share.

Applications also will be 
accepted for the teen night 
planning committee from 
March 25 through April 25.

To obtain an application, 
call Lee at 1-904-625-1109 
or email vabchlee@gmail.
com.

Interviews underway for Shawnee 
College presidential candidates

Shawnee Community 
College on March 10 re-
leased the names of four 
candidates to be interviewed 
for the college president 
position.

The college’s presiden-
tial search committee, with 
approval of Shawnee Com-
munity College’s Board 
of Trustees, selected Brian 
Chapman, Brian Van Horn, 
Peggy Bradford and Debo-
rah Garrett as the candidates 
to be interviewed for the 
college president position.

Interviews were sched-

uled to begin Monday, 
March 13, with candidate 
Brian Chapman. 

The second candidate 
to be interviewed was Bri-
an Van Horn. Van Horn’s 
interview was scheduled 
Wednesday, March 15.

Candidate Peggy Brad-
ford is scheduled to be in-
terviewed April 17.

An interview with can-
didate Deborah Garrett is 
scheduled April 19.

An open forum for stu-
dents, alumni and residents 
of the college district is 
scheduled on the same day 
as each candidate’s inter-
view. 

The forums are set for 1 
p.m. each day in the River 
Room at Shawnee Commu-
nity College’s Main Campus 
in Ullin.  We encourage the 
public to attend.

The first candidate to be 
interviewed for Shawnee 
Community College’s Presi-
dent position was scheduled 
to be Brian Chapman of Ava.

Chapman current ly 
serves as the executive di-
rector for regional and in-
tergovernmental affairs at 
Southern Illinois University 

Carbondale.  
Chapman earned a Ph.D. 

in political science, master 
of public administration 
degree and bachelor of arts 
degree in political science all 
from SIUC.

Chapman has more than 
two decades of experience 
at SIUC.

The second candidate to 
be interviewed for Shawnee 
Community College’s presi-
dent position was scheduled 
to be Brian Van Horn of 
Murray, Ky.

Van Horn currently 
serves as associate provost 
and dean of regional aca-
demic outreach at Murray 
State University in Murray, 
Ky.  

Van Horn earned his 
Ed.D. in education from the 
University of Memphis in 
Memphis, Tenn. Van Horn 
earned his master of pub-
lic administration degree 
and a bachelor of science 
degree from Murray State 
University. 

The college announced 
that additional information 
about the remaining presi-
dential candidates will be 
forthcoming.  

Farmer
appreciation
breakfast set

The Union County Farm 
Bureau Young Leaders 
Committee plans to host a 
farmer appreciation break-
fast on Friday, March 24.

The breakfast is planned 
from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
at Southern FS in Anna.

Union County farmers 
and family members are in-
vited to have a complimen-
tary breakfast of sausage, 
pancakes and hash brown 
casserole, along with or-
ange juice, milk and coffee. 

The breakfast is free, 
but participants are asked 
to bring a non-perishable 
food to donate.  

Items gathered through 
this event and others will be 
donated to a local food pan-
try in an effort to support 
the Illinois Farm Bureau 
“Harvest for All” program.  

For more information, 
contact the Union County 
Farm Bureau at 833-2125.

Wildflower walks
set at Giant City

Spring wildflower walks 
are planned at Giant City 
State Park near Makanda 
on April 8, 14 and 29. 

The walks are scheduled 
from 10 a.m. to noon each 
day. Walks will be led by 
the park interpreter.

Walks will be on Trilli-
um Trail in Giant City State 
Park. Organizers said that 
the trail is one of the most 
diverse spring wildflower 
trails in Southern Illinois. 

The walks are free and 
open to the public. Reg-
istration in advance is re-
quested. For more infor-
mation, or to register, call 
618-457-4836 or email 
Jennifer.randolph@illi-
nois.gov.

Butterfly monitor
training planned
at Giant City

Butterfly monitor train-
ing is scheduled Saturday, 
April 1, at Giant City State 
Park near Makanda. The 
program is planned from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The Illinois Butterfly 
Monitoring Network is 
scheduled to present the 
workshop.

The training is slated to 
include an introduction to 
the program, how to collect 
and submit data, butterfly 
identification and field in-
struction, weather permit-
ting. 

The program is free and 
open to the public. For more 
information, call 618-457-
4836.
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Dongola athlete signs
Dongola High School’s Karlie Kelley signed a national letter of intent to play 

volleyball at Blackburn College in Carlinville Thursday, March 23. Seated, from 
left, are Karlie’s father, Sean, Karlie and her mother Sarah. Dongola athletics 
director and volleyball coach Preston Hall is standing. Karlie becomes the 
first Dongola student to earn a volleyball scholarship. Photo by Mike Estel.

A-J girls’ track team members 
compete at recent indoor meets

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ track season hasn’t 
begun yet, but two mem-
bers have already done well 
in two indoor meets this 
past winter.

Senior Brooke Miller, 
in the 400 and 800-meter 
runs, and  freshman Julia 
Lasley, in the pole vault, 
both competed at indoor 

meets at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale and 
at Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity at Charleston.

Besides those two to 
build around, the team will 
have plenty of other com-
petitors.

Seniors on the team are 
shot put/discus thrower 
Meghan Smith, distance 
runner Kenzi Boget and 

sprinter/hurdler Olivia 
Miller.

Junior distance runners 
are Clair Boget, Kait Hols-
houser and Maddie Lingle 
and field events competitors 
are Heidi Mitchell and Con-
nar Hadley.

A sophomore expected 
to contribute in relay events 
is Brayden Fitzgerald and 
another freshman expected 
to help out is hurdler Ad-
dison Osman.

Eudy said there are 15 
sophomores on the team.

Incoming freshmen Os-
man and Lasley were state 
champions in the 8th grade 
last year.

“From the girls stand-
points, we have a good 
nucleus to build around,” 
A-J girls’ track coach Mike 
Eudy said. “We should do 
well in the conference.”

The Lady Wildcats 
open  their season at Mas-
sac County on Tuesday, 
March 28. 

Ron Fulenwider is plan-
ning to release his sec-
ond book April 29 at Lick 
Creek School.

Coach Ron plans to do-
nate receipts from the book 
to Lick Creek School.

The book is honoring 
the Southern Illinois state 
champion cross country 
Lady Eagles.

The upcoming book 
release event is scheduled 
at 2 p.m. on April 29 in the 
gymnasium at Lick Creek 
School.

Guest celebrities who 
have been invited so far 
include Bob Love, Chicago 
Bulls four-time All-NBA 
player; Willie Smith, Au-
burn University All-Amer-
ican and Olympian; Dana 
Ford, Tennessee State, the 
youngest Division I coach 
in America and OVC coach 
of the year in 2015.

The book signing also 
will honor the 1983 South-
ern Illinois State champion 
Lady Eagles softball team,  
coached by Brenda Jones 
Hogue.

Players on the 1983 
team are asked to contact 
the school, Coach Ron or 
Brenda about their intent 
to be present.

Contact information in-
cludes: Brenda, 618-697-

Coach Ron to release 
second book at event 
set at Lick Creek School

4439. Lick Creek School, 
833-2545. Coach Ron, 
618-697-3172.

An article is scheduled 
to appear in The Gazette-
Democrat in the near fu-
ture with details about the 
April 29 event.

A-J track teams moving
from Class 1A to Class 2A

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ and girls’ track teams 
will move up from Class 
1A to 2A this season.

“It  wil l  be tough,” 
A-J track coach Michael 
Eudy said. “We will be 
going against much bigger 
schools. It will be a change 
and a challenge.”

The Wildcats return two 
state qualifiers from last 
season to build around in 
boys’ track in seniors Tren-
ton Turner in the discus 
throw and Dylan Fox in the 
pole vault.

Turner recently signed a 
letter of intent in track and 
field and football at Illinois 
College in Jacksonville.

Others expected to con-
tribute are juniors Jaryt 
Tripp in the sprints and 
middle distances and Ariah 
Hart in the sprints.

“Those four guys and 
a couple of other juniors 

should help,”  Eudy said. 
“We will fill in from there. 
We have a lot of underclass-
men, we’ll be freshmen and 
sophomore dominated.”

Eudy is looking also to 
sophomore Kyle McMahan 
in the sprints and jumping 
events.

The Wildcats open their 
season at Massac County on 
Tuesday, March 28. 

Commentary

Plans underway for American 
Legion baseball to begin playing again

By Mike Estel
I’ve always enjoyed 

American Legion baseball.
My interest began when 

I was a very young child 
chasing foul balls at the 
Murphysboro City Park 
baseball diamond for the 
American Legion baseball 
team. 

My father, who was the 
head umpire in charge, 
made it all worth while and 
would give me 25 cents for 
each out of the park foul 
balls I retrieved. 

When my family moved 
to Anna in the early 1970s, 
I continued enjoyed watch-
ing American Legion base-
ball games at the Anna City 
Park, but not chasing foul 
balls.

But it didn’t last long 
and the program folded 
several years ago.

However, there  will 
once again be an American 
Legion baseball team in 
Anna next year.

I started working on 
getting the program reju-
venated a little late for this 
year, but next year it looks 
like there will be Ameri-
can Legion baseball at the 
Anna City Park once again.

I really didn’t realize 
what all was involved in 
kicking off the program. 
I attended an American 
Legion team meeting in 
February and the local 
coaches were all there fill-
ing up their schedules with 
game dates. I had no idea 
they would be doing that 
already.

I did find out that to get a 
program off the ground and 
running what’s needed are 
various fund raisers. Ap-
parently, all the teams have 
these prior to the baseball 
season. The support from  

the city’s American Legion 
program is also necessary 
as well.

And, Anna American 
Legion commander Homer 
Hawk and the rest of the 
organization have gotten 
on board and plan to spon-
sor the team for next year.

The new head coach of 
the Anna American Legion 
baseball team Aaron Rob-
erts, who is also the head 
A-J baseball coach, has ac-
cepted the job of coaching 
the team. He already plans 
on getting fund raisers go-
ing for next year’s team.

I wish I would have talk-
ed to Dana Pearson earlier 
on what all was involved 
in getting an American 
Legion program off the 
ground with the raffles and 

A-J softball team opens
season with pair of losses

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
softball team lost a pair of 
games to open the spring 
season.

Marion 8, A-J 5: Maken-
zie Carter was 2-for-4 with 
a home run and 2 RBIs for 
the host Lady Wildcats in 
the loss Saturday, March 18.

Lexi Smith was 2-for-3 

for A-J. Katie Williams was 
2-for-4 with an RBI. Kenzie 
Conway was 1-for-3 with a  
home run and an RBI.

Britney Hilton pitched 
6 1/3 innings and allowed 
11 hits to go with a walk 
and 3 strikeouts. Carter 
pitched 2/3 of an inning and 
allowed a hit to go with no 
walks and 3 strikeouts.

Steeleville 9,  A-J 6: 
Morgan Wendling was 
2-for-4 with a double and 
4 RBIs to lead the visiting 
Wildcats in the season-
opening loss Thursday, 
March 16.

Williams was 2-for-4. 
Lexi Macy was 1-for-2 with 
a home run and 2 RBIs. 
Carter was 1-for-2.

Carter pitched 5 innings 
and allowed 6 hits to go 
with 7 walks and 7 strike-
outs. Helton pitched an 
inning and allowed 2 hits 
to go with 2 walks and a 
strikeout.

A-J, 0-2, is scheduled 
to play at home Monday 
against county-rival Cob-
den.

Saluki Sports Update 
By Fred Huff

NCAA basketball . . .
NCAA basketball...NCAA 
basketball...it’s only half-
way to the finish line, but 
already we’re hearing use-
less questions about how 
long is it going to be before 
the Salukis are once again 
part of the party.  

And, how long has it 
been? That question was 
even somewhat compli-
cated by a younger SIU 
fan with a question, “You 
mean the Salukis have 
played in the NCAA?”  

Of course they have 
although the first time was 
quite a few years ago and 
with some unusual circum-
stances.  

Would you believe it’s 
been 40 years? Just 10 
fewer than the silver anni-
versary NIT championship 
obseved a month ago at the 
SIU Arena.

SIU had only been eli-
gible for the Valley’s bas-
ketball title for two years 
when the Salukis grabbed 
the 1977 crown and an au-
tomatic trip to the NCAA.  
They, actually Mike Glenn 
and his teammates, de-
feated Arizona in the first 
round before losing to 
Wake Forest.

Glenn was sensation-
al. And, that’s even an un-
derstatement. The Rome, 
Ga., senior played every 
minute of the two games 
and made 30 of 45 field 
goal attempts while scor-
ing 65 points overall.

It was a long dry spell, 
actually 16 years before 
Rich Herrin’s 1993 team 
won the first of three MVC 
tournament titles in a row 
and the automatic bid to 
the NCAA.  

The Salukis had been 
snubbed the previous sea-
son and Herrin let the 
NCAA folks know about 
his feelings. To this day, 
the popular guy now liv-
ing in Carterville, believes 
his ‘92 outburst caused the 
first-round pairing with 
powerful Duke in ‘93.

Final score:  Duke 105, 
SIU 70.  And, it wasn’t 
pretty played before thou-
sands of SIU loyalists in 
Chicago.

The next two years, 
however, Herrin’s clubs 
were competitive, losing 
to Minnesota 74-60 and to 
Syracuse 96-92.  

It was the latter game 
that I personally lost re-
spect for one of the fin-
est coaches in the college 
ranks.. .Syracuse’s Jim 
Boeheim.        .

The reason:  Pinck-
neyville’s Shawn Hawkins, 
a freshman at SIU and now 
basketball coach at Carter-
ville, had hit the first seven 
3-pointers he attempted in 
the game and was respon-
sible for the Salukis’ fast 
start, although Chris Carr, 
Marcus Timmons and Paul 
Lusk were all contributing 
as well.

Boeheim was unusually 
vocal on Syracuse’s bench 
and we heard every word 
of it as our seat at the of-
ficial’s table happened to 
be right next to it. Boeheim 
simply said some things a 
coach should not say about 
an opposing player. No big 
deal, but I’ll never forget 
it and that’s obvious as it’s 
already been 23 years.

Then another dry spell 
for the Salukis and NCAA 
appearances, although they 
did make the NIT in 2000.  

Then came Bruce We-
ber’s fourth season and the 
2002 season when SIU was 
rolling. A school record of 
28 wins, national ranking, 
impressive overall play.

SIU handled Texas Tech 
in the first round and Geor-
gia in the second before 
bowing to No. 2-ranked 
UConn in the Sweet Six-
teen, 71-59.

By then the NCAA se-
lection committee seem-
ingly was well aware of 
the Salukis.  

They were part of the 
next four tournaments: in 
2004 under the tutelage 
of coach Matt Painter and 
the next three with Chris 
Lowery as head coach.

So, right now it’s an-
other waiting game, but an 
optimistic view is that the 
Salukis will return, hope-
fully soon, to the NCAA 
and SIU fans will again 
be more involved in the 
March happenings.

Commentary

Tremendous
sportsmanship
exhibited

Cobden played Lick 
Creek in a regional cham-
pionship volleyball game 
Friday night, March 17.

I witnessed one of the 
finest volleyball matches 
I have seen in many years.

The game played at 
Cobden was a thriller with 
each team splitting the first 
two sets to force a third 
set which came down to 
Cobden winning 15-13 to 
take the match and regional 
title.

Both teams showed tre-
mendous sportsmanship 
which made me very proud 
of the teams.

In a society that some-
times forgets the impor-
tance of sportsmanship, 
the game was a breath of 
fresh air.

I want to commend Cob-
den and Athletic Director 
Craig Partridge for putting 
on a top notch regional 
tournament.

Coach Ron Fulenwider

Tuscola
tops Cobden

Tuscola scored 4 runs in 
the first inning on its way 
to a 7-1 win over Cobden 
in its season-opener at the 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale baseball dia-
mond Saturday, March 18.

John Russell was 2-for-
3 with an RBI to lead the 
Appleknockers. Bayden 
Ditterline, Dylan Duty and 
Alex Ramsey were each 
1-for-3.

Russell and Trevor Mid-
dleton pitched in the loss, 
combining to scatter 9 hits. 
Russell pitched 4 innings 
and allowed 8 hits to go 
with a walk and 2 strikeouts. 
Middleton pitched 3 innings 
and allowed a hit to go with 
2 walks and 3 strikeouts.

Cobden, 0-1,  plays 
Thursday, today, at Pinck-
neyville.

Umpires
needed

The Southern Illinois 
Baseball and Softball As-
sociation needs umpires 
for the Summer Youth 
League at the Anna City 
Park.

Several dates have been 
set for umpiring sessions, 
with the first set for the 
Anna City Park at 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday, March 28. 
The next session will be 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 30.

Anyone interested in 
umpiring must be 16 years 
of age or older to attend the 
sessions.

For further information 
call Marlin Burd at 697-
1199.

Tuscola tops
Shawnee

Tuscola scored four 
runs in the 2nd inning on 
its way to a 9-2 win over 
Shawnee in non-conference 
high school baseball at the 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale baseball dia-
mond Saturday, March 18.

Trenton Matlock was 
1-for-4 with an RBI to 
lead the Redskins. Shannon 
Crane and Nick Baltzell 
were each 1-for-4.

Casey Baltzell and Nick 
Baltzell pitched in the loss.

Shawnee, 0-1, is set to 
play at home against Ches-
ter on Monday, March 27. 

Event supports
Saluki baseball

The Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale Sa-
luki baseball team plans to 
host the 21st annual fish fry 
and memorabilia auction 
Friday, March 24, at the 
Carbondale Civic Center.

The event begins at 5 
p.m. Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $5 for youths. 

A silent auction will 
feature a variety of items, 
including a Walt Frazier-
signed basketball, and au-
tographed items by Ernie 
Banks, Nolan Ryan, Pete 
Rose and Adam Wain-
wright. 

Additional information 
can be found at SIUSa-
lukis.com. All proceeds 
benefit the Saluki baseball 
program.

Counseling
service plans
golf scramble

Union County Counsel-
ing Service Inc. is planning 
to have its 17th annual golf 
scramble on Friday, June 2.

The scramble will be at 
the Union County Country 
Club golf course in Anna.

The event will help to 
support the counseling ser-
vice’s children’s programs.

Lunch is scheduled at 
noon. Tee time is 1 p.m.

The cost for a four-per-
son team is $65 per per-
son. Hole sponsorships are 
available for $75.

For more information, 
contact Kim Honey at 833-
8551, extension 116.

fund raisers involved. 
He  is beginning his 

second  season with the 
Cobden American Legion 
baseball program. He has a 
junior baseball team going 
for players under 18 years 
of age. However, plans 
for the Anna American 
Legion program will be for 
seniors, 18 years and older.

I know a lot of aspir-
ing area baseball players 
would look forward to 
participating in summer 
programs. It also has a 
lot of potential in helping 
them work on a collegiate 
baseball scholarship.

This time, here’s hoping 
we can keep the interest 
growing in the program 
so that it will continue into 
the future.
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Entertainment Featuring . . .
The Magnatones

Saturday, March 25th from 8 p.m.- ?
The Hollerboys

Saturday, April 8th from 8 p.m.- ?

Open 12 p.m. - Midnight

Get Lucky. Win Big.
Play Slots!

on the square 
in Jonesboro
614-7777

14&16G

SpurlockS TraSh Service
A family owned residential and

commercial trash service.

Call Ron or Cathy 
for a rate quote at 

618-893-4126.
11-14GP

Nearly two years into 
Illinois’ historic budget im-
passe, a majority of Illinois 
residents disapprove of the 
jobs being done by Repub-
lican Gov. Bruce Rauner 
and Democratic House 
Speaker Michael Madigan, 
according to a new poll by 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale’s Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute. 

The poll asked whether 
respondents approved or 
disapproved of the job being 
done by the governor and 
the four legislative leaders. 

The Simon Poll was con-
ducted March 4-11. The 
sample included 1,000 reg-
istered voters and a margin 
for error of plus or minus 
3.1 percentage points. Sixty 
percent of the interviews 
were conducted on cell 
phones. 

Both political leaders 
are underwater with voters 
statewide. 

Roughly six in 10 dis-
approve of the job being 
done by both Madigan (61 
percent) and Rauner (58 
percent). 

Last October’s Simon 
Poll showed Madigan’s 
disapproval rating at 63 
percent and Rauner’s at 55 
percent. 

“Clearly, both political 
leaders are taking a beating 

Gov. Bruce Rauner, Illinois House Speaker Michael Madigan

Poll: Voters disapprove of jobs both are doing
with voters as the State-
house stalemate nears the 
two-year mark, and the gap 
between the two is shrink-
ing,” Jak Tichenor, interim 
institute director, said in a 
news release. 

“It’s not good news at 
all for either man, both of 
whose political fortunes 
are at risk heading into next 
year’s elections.” 

Rauner is seeking his 
second term in 2018 and 
Madigan will defend his 67-
seat Democratic majority 
in the 118-member House 
after losing a net four seats 
last November. 

“We have tested Gov. 
Rauner’s job approval four 
times since he took office, 
and two findings jump out 
at us,” Charlie Leonard, a 
former visiting professor at 
the institute, and one of the 
designers of the poll, said. 

“First is that the gov-
ernor’s approval rating, 
since spring 2015, right 
after he assumed office, has 
remained relatively steady 
in the high 30s to low 40s, 
though at 36 percent it’s the 
lowest we have seen. 

“Second is that his dis-
approval rating has grown 
consistently, from 31 disap-
proving in March 2015 to 
58 percent today – almost 
doubling.” 

Statewide, Rauner’s re-
sults show 36 percent some-
what approve or strongly 
approve of his performance, 
while 58 percent somewhat 

disapprove or strongly dis-
approve. 

That compares with a 
40 percent approval rating 
and 55 percent disapproval 
rating last October.

Rauner fares worst with 
voters in the City of Chi-
cago, where 64 percent dis-
approve of his performance 
while 31 percent approve. 

Rauner edges closer to 
positive territory in down-
state Illinois, where 38 
percent approve of the job 
he’s doing compared to 56 
percent who disapprove. 

In the suburbs of Cook 
and the collar counties, he 
remains in negative terri-
tory with 58 percent disap-
proving and 37 approving. 

Speaker Madigan’s dis-
approval ratings also re-
main in negative territory 
with 61 percent somewhat 
disapproving or strongly 
disapproving and 26 per-
cent somewhat approving 
or strongly approving. 

Madigan scored 63 per-
cent disapproving overall 
last year with 26 percent 
approving. 

Madigan’s best job ap-
proval ratings came in the 
City of Chicago, where 
28 percent approve and 60 
percent disapprove. 

His suburban Cook and 

collar counties job approval 
ratings are 27 percent ap-
prove to 60 percent disap-
prove. 

Downstate voters were 
least generous in their as-
sessment of Madigan’s 
tenure with 64 percent dis-
approving and 23 percent 
approving. 

Voters do not appear to 
have picked heavy favorites 
or shown a strong dislike 
for the remaining three 
legislative leaders. 

In the case of Senate 
President John Cullerton, 
39 percent somewhat dis-
approve or strongly disap-
prove of his performance 
while 25 percent approve 
and 32 percent are not sure. 
Last fall, 41 percent dis-
approved, 26 percent ap-
proved, and 29 percent 
weren’t sure. 

Voters were also less 
conclusive about the job 
performances of Senate 
Republican Leader Chris-

tine Radogno and House 
Republican Leader Jim 
Durkin. 

Leader Radogno’s job 
approval stands at 27 per-
cent statewide, compared 
with a disapproval rating 
of 26 percent. An over-
whelming 45 percent were 
not sure. 

In the case of Leader 
Durkin, 31 percent ap-
proved, 36 percent disap-
proved, and 29 percent 
were unsure. 

Lick Creek hosts IDOT engineers
Junior high students in teacher Heather Coffman’s science classes at 

Lick Creek School recently hosted engineers from the Illinois Department 
of Transportation. The engineers brought items with them for a hands-on 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics) presentation. One 
group worked on issues related to tower stability. Another group worked on 
the load stability of bridges. The accompanying photos were taken during 
the presentation. Photos provided.

News from

First Christian
Church, Anna

On Sunday,  March 
19, Senior Minister Dee 
Armes’s sermon was titled 
“Stuck,” which was based 
on scripture from John.

The message shared that 
“claustrophobia comes with 
commitment, and could be 
any relationship that re-
quires loyalty for survival.”

The message also shared 
that “we should always 
forgive, just like the parable 
of the unmerciful servant.” 

B i r t h d a y s :  B r e n d a 
Stokes, March 21; Vicki 
Stout, Hal Barker and Kev-
in Cawthon, March 22; 
Ethan Helton, March 25. 

Sunday School for all 
ages is at 9:30 a.m. with a 
worship service beginning 
at 10:30 a.m.

The evening program 
begins at 6 p.m. with junior 
high and high school youth 
group at the church. An 
adult Bible study meets at 
6:45 p.m. 

Awana clubs for youth 
age 3 through 5th grade 
meet Wednesday evenings 
at 6:30 p.m. A Wednesday 
evening Bible study meets 
from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

News from

Immanuel Praise,
Worship Center

Sunday’s sermon was 
titled “Go with God.” Scrip-
ture was from the Psalms 
and Romans.

The message shared that 
“we are blessed if we follow 
God. We are to beware of 
the ones that would lead us 
down a wrong path, away 
from God. Uphold the weak 
and venerable by being a 
mentor, teacher, friend.”

Appreciation is voiced to 
all of those who contributed 
to the fundraiser on March 
18 for the Cobden High 
School band.

A fundraiser is planned 
Saturday, April 29, for Wes 
and Shelbi Morrison Smith.

News from
First Baptist
Church, Anna

In the Sunday morn-
ing service, Pastor Sinks’ 
sermon was titled “What 
Will We Do with (Them)?” 
Scripture was from Acts. 

The focus of the sermon 
was on how to consider 
people with cultural dif-
ferences.

The pastor plans to be-
gin a four-part sermon 
series prior to Easter on 
“The Case for Christ,” 
by Lee Strobel, who is an 
apologist. 

Nursing program
applications
accepted

Shawnee Community 
College’s Nursing Depart-
ment is accepting applica-
tions for the LPN and ADN 
programs through March 
31.

Shawnee Community 
College’s Licensed Practi-
cal Nursing, LPN, program 
is ranked third in the State 
of Illinois, according to 
PracticalNursing.org.  

Shawnee Community 
College’s LPN 100 percent 
passing rate on the NCLEX 
exam scored higher than 
both the national and state 
average.  

The national and Illinois 
average LPN program pass 
rate are both 85 percent. 

For more information 
about applying for the LPN 
or ADN programs at Shaw-
nee Community College, 
contact Linda Brown at 
618-634-3282 or Denise 
Griffith at 618-634-3277.

Trail Society
guided hike set

The River-to-River Trail 
Society is planning a guided 
hike on Saturday, March 
25, from Stone Face to the 
Hitching Post, by way of 
Eagle Mountain and Horton 
Hill, the highest point in 
Saline County.

Those who want to go 
on the hike will meet at 10 
a.m. at the Hitching Post 
parking lot, about one mile 
northeast of the Herod Post 
Office, on Gape Hollow 
Road, also known as Eagle 
Creek Road. For informa-
tion or directions, call 618-
499-2337.

The hike is free and open 
to the public. The trail soci-
ety stated that the hike will 
be of moderate difficulty 
and is for people in good 
health who have done some 
walking.

Boots or sturdy shoes are 
recommended. 

Hikers are advised to 
bring water and a snack, and 
to not bring dogs.



For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 1995 Buick 
Park Avenue. Loaded, high 
mileage, 3800 engine, V6, 
Skylight Blue. $3,200 (has 
$3,000 worth of new parts). 
Call (618)-318-1152.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 3 year old Whirl-
pool stainless refrigerator/
freezer in bottom. Too big 
for my space. Paid $1,200, 
selling for $500.00. Call 
(618)-833-8828.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 1993 GMC 
pickup 4x4. Good condition. 
Call (618)-528-8744.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2014 Polaris 
Ranger 800 4x4. EPS and 
EFI, high output twin cyl, 
4-stroke, low hours, has a 
top and front bumper. $9,500. 
Call (618)-893-2609.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2003 Ford E350. 
$4,000 obo. Call (618)-833-
2150.
------------------------------

For Sale 
real 

eState
FOR SALE: 5 acre mini 
farm. 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
mobile home, big barn, 4 
acre pasture, big garage, 
carport. Dongola. $80,000. 
Call (618)-697-4390.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 16X80 mobile 
home. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
large deck, 2 out buildings, 
with property. $21,000. 
McClure, IL. Call (618)-
614-9090.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 4 miles north 
of Cobden off of old 51, 3 
bedroom home and a mo-
bile home with a new roof 
on 3 acres, $92,000. Also 
a 2005 GMC Sierra half 
ton pickup truck, 2 wheel 
drive, automatic, 171,000 
miles, $6500.00. Call (618)-
969-2451.
------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
UNION COUNTY - 

JONESBORO, 
ILLINOIS

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
PLAINTIFF

Vs.
Unknown Heirs and 

Legatees of 
Sandra K. May; et. al.

DEFENDANTS
16CH 00012

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S 
SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on 3/8/2017, the Sheriff of 
Union County, Illinois will 
on 4/26/17 at the hour of 
9:00AM at Union County 
Courthouse 309 West Mar-
ket Jonesboro, IL 62952, 
or in a place otherwise des-
ignated at the time of sale, 
County of Union and State 
of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described real 
estate:

PIN 14-00-07-984
Improved with Residen-

tial
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:  
410 S. Main Street
Anna, IL 62906
Sale terms: 10% down 

of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the 
auction;  The balance, in-
cluding the Judicial sale fee 
for Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Re-

lief Fund, which is calculat-
ed at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the pur-
chaser not to exceed $300, in 
certified funds, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or spe-
cial taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for 
sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is fur-
ther subject to confirmation 
by the court.

If the property is a condo-
minium and the foreclosure 
takes place after 1/1/2007, 
purchasers other than the 
mortgagees will be required 
to pay any assessment and 
legal fees due under The 
Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).  

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be re-
quired to pay any assessment 
and legal fees due under the 
Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).  

If the sale is set aside 
for any reason, the Pur-
chaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of 
the deposit paid. The Pur-
chaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or the 
Mortgagee‚Äôs attorney. 

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the purchas-
er shall receive a Certificate 
of Sale, which will entitle 
the purchaser to a Deed to 
the real estate after Con-
firmation of the sale.  The 
successful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense 
of evicting any tenants or 
other individuals presently 
in possession of the subject 
premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection and 
Plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 
check the Court file to verify 
all information.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOM-
EOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORE-
CLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or contact 
Plaintiff's attorney: Codilis 
& Associates, P.C., 15W030 
North Frontage Road, Suite 
100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527, 
(630) 794-9876. Please refer 
to file number 14-16-07301.
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For rent
NOTICE: All real es-

tate advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination." 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Homes, A-
Frames and Mobile Homes 
For Rent in East Cape. Call 
(618)-661-1118.
------------------------------

FOR RENT ANNA: April 
1. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 16x80 
trailer with stove, refrigerator, 
washer, dryer, all electric. 
$440.00 per month plus 
deposit. Leave message at 
(618)-697-2085.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: 2 bedroom 
house. All new construction, 
Jonesboro School District. 
All electric. $575.00 per 
month, first month plus 
deposit. No pets. Call (573)-
579-0216 or (618)-697-4368.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: 6 room house 
with basement, 2 bedroom, 
double garage in nice rural 
setting on blacktop road, 
6 miles east of Anna. No 
smoking. No pets. $750.00 
per month plus deposit. Call 
(618)-697-1410.
------------------------------

Help 
Wanted

ARE YOU A 
REGISTERED OR 

LICENSED PRACTICAL 
NURSE? 

Priority Professional Group 
has positions available in the 
Anna, IL area. Apply online 
at www.priorityprofessional 
group.com or call (618)-
969-8295.
------------------------------

CDL CLASS A SEMI 
DRIVER NEEDED:
Cook Sales Incorporated 

is a growing company with 
over thirty years of success.

Our employees are pro-
vided with the commitment 
of a supportive management 
team, consistent leadership 
guidance, and an enjoyable 
work environment.

Requirements include 
valid CDL Class A with a 
minimum of two years semi 
and customer service expe-
rience. Flatbed experience 
needed. 

Duties of the position 
include transporting build-
ings, provide customer ser-
vice, set up sheds, and in-
spect product. Regional runs 
daily and home most nights 
and weekends.

Benefits include insur-
ance, 401k, paid vacation, 
and paid holidays. Our of-
fice is located at 3455 Old 
Hwy 51 N Cobden, IL 
62920.

Please visit our website 
at www.cookstuff.com to 
apply or phone (618)-893-
1524 to find out further in-
formation.
------------------------------
HELP  WANTED: Immediate 
openings for full & part-time 
RNs/LPNs and CNAs. Apply 
in person at Cobden Rehab & 
Nursing, 430 S. Front Street, 
Cobden.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Local 
healthcare office is seeking 
an office manager willing 
to interact with patients and 
perform general office duties 
including scheduling, insur-
ance filing, and managing 
accounts receivables. We are 
seeking an energetic indi-
vidual with good computer, 
social, and communications 
skills. The work week aver-
ages 32-33 hours per week, 
with paid holidays, vacation, 
and sick time. Send resume 
to RLC, P.O. Box 529, Anna, 
IL 62906.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Part-time 
Truck Driver. Must have 
Class A CDL. Must have a 
good MVR. Local driving, 
home every night. Email a 
resume or letter of interest 
with contact information at 
parttimecdldriver@gmail.
com. Applicants will be con-
tacted for interviews.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: City of 
Anna, Temporary Summer 
Job, The City of Anna Public 
Works is accepting applica-
tions for temporary summer 
help. Applications may be 
picked up and returned at 
Anna City Hall, Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Position pays $9.25 per hour. 
Positions will remain open 
until filled. EOE.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Hiring 
CDL positions and others. 
Contact Evan Sweet at (618)-
833-2494.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: CIL, Inc. 
is accepting applications for 
certified DSP's to work full-
time on the evening and mid-
night shifts. Must have high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
Competitive salary based 
on years of experience as a 
DSP. Apply in person at 201 
E. Chestnut Street (behind 
Hardee's) in Anna. EOE.
------------------------------

HELP WANTED: The City 
of Anna is accepting appli-
cations for the position of 
Public Works Manager. This 
position is responsible for 
management and operations 
of the Public Works Depart-
ment, including Street, Park/
Pool, Cemetery, Gas, Water 
and Sewer Departments. 
This position reports to the 
City Administrator. The ideal 
candidate should possess at 
least 5 years management 
experience and experience in 
the area of Public Works or 
a related field. A bachelor's 
degree is preferred but not 
required. The ideal candidate 
should possess or will be re-
quired to obtain the necessary 
Water/Gas/Sewer Licenses 
required for the operation 
of the Public Works Depart-
ment. The City of Anna offers 
a competitive benefit pack-
age with a salary range of 
$75,000+/- depending upon 
qualifications. Interested 
applicants should submit 
resume and application to 
the City of Anna, Attn: City 
Administrator. This position 
will remain open until filled. 
EOE.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Worker 
needed to dig small farm pond 
near Anna. Must be bonded 
and have own equipment. 
Experience preferred. Pay 
negotiable starting at $500. 
Call (217)-494-1664.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Direct 
Support Person to assist in 
providing training to indi-
viduals with developmental 
disabilities in a vocational, 
day training and residen-
tial program. High school 
diploma or GED required. 
Benefits for full-time staff of 
dental, vision, life insurance, 
and medical insurance are 
available. Workshop starting 
salary $9.00 per hour and 
residential $9.50 per hour. 
We have a dollar an hour dif-
ferential increase for working 
the midnight shifts. Training 
and certification provided. 
Experience preferred. Apply 
at RAVE, Inc., 214 W. Davie, 
Anna, IL 62906. EOE.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Hiring 
full and part-time DSP's for 
CILA, evening & midnight 
shifts. Training will be pro-
vided. Benefits available. For 
application process, please 
call (618)-833-7756.
------------------------------

Wanted
ALL MAINTENANCE & 

REMODELING:
(Spring's Here)

Roofing, Carpentry, 
Ceramic Tile, Flooring,

Painting, Siding,
Pressure Washing, 
Tree Trimming & 

Removal,
House & Window 

Cleaning, 
and Gutter Cleaning.
FREE ESTIMATES

Cobden, IL.
(618)-364-2870

"WE DO IT ALL"
------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: Alu-
minum cans and other junk. 
Will pick up junk appliances. 
ALSO, APPLIANCES FOR 
SALE. Call (618)-833-3544.
------------------------------
WANTED: Yards to mow 
and trim, small landscaping 
job, in Union County area. 
20 years experience. Call 
(618)-697-6772. 
------------------------------
WANTED: Yards to mow. 

Any size, free estimate. 
Experienced. 

Prater Lawn Care. 
Call (618)-697-9578.

------------------------------

Yard Sale
GARAGE SALE: Saturday, 
March 25, 7 a.m. to noon. 
Furniture, washing machine, 
grandfather clock, vintage 
jewelry, antique dishes, misc. 
108 Evergreen Drive, Anna.
------------------------------
YARD SALE: 118 East Av-
enue, Anna. Thursday, Friday 
& Saturday, March 23, 24 & 
25, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.
------------------------------

BuSineSS
CAMPBELL'S POWER 

WASH & PAINT:
• House Washing

• Soft Rinse Roof Washing
• Gutter Cleaning

• Exterior Paint/Stain
Call (618)-202-0507

------------------------------
TREECE 

Backhoe & Hauling
Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel, Dirt & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
------------------------------

ANDERSON & SONS 
CONSTRUCTION:
HOME REPAIR & 

REMODEL:
Spring Has Sprung! 

Get On Our List Now For 
Pressure Washing. We are 
Experts! Would you like 

a new deck? We can build 
to suit your needs & price 
range. We also do Paint-
ing, Interior & Exterior.

Insured. 
Call (618)-202-9992.

See us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/anderson-

andsonsconstruction
------------------------------
Duck Works Lawn Care 

LLC
(618)-201-5712

Full Service Lawn Care:
Mowing, Landscaping

Cleaning Gutters, 
Fall Clean Up, Leaf re-

moval,
Flower Bed Maintenance, 

Mulch,
Lawn Weed Control,

Bush Trimming,
Retaining Wall 
Construction,

Power Washing.
FREE ESTIMATE!

duckworkslawncare@
gmail.com

www.duckworkslawncare-
il.com

(618)-201-5712
Serving Southern IL for 

over 15 years!
------------------------------

MILLER'S 
CONSTRUCTION:
Remodels, Repairs, 
Doors, Windows & 

Siding, Decks, 
Interior & Exterior 

Painting.
Fully Insured.
Jason Miller,

(618)-697-6373
------------------------------

MiSc.
COBDEN ST. JOSEPH 

CHURCH
FISH FRY:

Fridays of Lent, 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Fried & Baked FIsh, 
Drinks, Desserts.

Buffet Style,
Adults, $11.00; 
Children, $4.00

------------------------------

notice
ANNOUNCING....

Shawnee Development 
Council, Inc.

Illinois Department of 
Commerce & Economic 

Opportunity
Community Services Block 
Grant (CSBG) Scholarship 

Program
If you live in Alexander, 

Hardin, Johnson, Massac, 
Pope, Pulaski or Union 

County, you may qualify for 
a $800.00 Scholarship to be 
applied toward your college 

education at an Illinois 
Institution.

Contact your local Shawnee 
Development Council Of-
fice or the SDC Workforce 
Investment Office located 

on the Campus of SCC 
for an application packet. 
Hurry....Application dead-

line is April 28, 2017. Some 
restrictions apply.

------------------------------

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS - 
IN PROBATE

ESTATE OF 
NORMA JEAN 

GRAHAM,
Deceased.
No. 17-P-6

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the 
death of Norma Jean Gra-
ham, of 108 Evergreen Dr., 
Anna, Union County, Illi-
nois. Letters of Office were 
issued on March 7, 2017, 
to Jama Wolf, as Executor, 
whose attorney is Letisha 
Luecking Orlet, 236 East St. 
Louis Street, Nashville, IL 
62263.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the clerk in the Union 
County Courthouse, P.O. 
Box 450, 309 West Market 
St., Rm 147, Jonesboro, Il-
linois 62952, or both, on or 
before September 18, 2017, 
or if mailing or delivery of 
a notice from the represen-
tative is required by Section 
5/18-3 of the Probate Act, 
the date stated in that notice. 
Any claim not filed on or be-
fore that is barred. Copies of 
a claim filed with the clerk 

must be mailed or delivered 
by the claimant to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has 
been filed.

DATED: March 9, 2017.

By: Letisha Luecking 
Orlet,

#6306478
Letisha Luecking Orlet, 

P.C.
236 E. St. Louis St.
Nashville, IL 62263

P: (618)-464-0400
F: (800)-564-8309

lorletlaw@gmail.com 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MATTER 
OF:

Addison Jayde Roach
change to:

Addison Jayde Pinnon
NO. 2017-MR-40

NOTICE OF FILING 
OF PETITION FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME

TO: KYLE ROACH
103 Elm Street

Dongola, IL 62926

Notice is given to you, 
the public, that on April 26, 
2017, at 1 p.m.,  Addison 
Jayde Roach, a minor, by 
Brittany Pinnon, her mother 
and next friend, will request 
that this Court change her 
present name of Addison 
Jayde Roach to the name of 
Addison Jayde Pinnon.

The hearing will take 
place at the Union County 
Courthouse, 304 West Mar-
ket Street, Jonesboro, Illi-
nois.

Addison Jayde Roach, 
a minor, by

Brittany Pinnon,
her mother

March 9, 2017
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
UNION COUNTY - 

JONESBORO, 
ILLINOIS

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
PLAINTIFF

Vs.
Unknown Heirs and 

Legatees of 
Sandra K. May; et. al.

DEFENDANTS
16CH 00012

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S 
SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on 3/8/2017, the Sheriff of 
Union County, Illinois will 
on 4/26/17 at the hour of 
9:00AM at Union County 
Courthouse 309 West Mar-
ket Jonesboro, IL 62952, 
or in a place otherwise des-
ignated at the time of sale, 
County of Union and State 
of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described real 
estate:

LOT NUMBER 11 IN 
W. DAVIE'S ORIGINAL 
PLAT TO THE TOWN 
(NOW CITY) OF ANNA, 
SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF UNION 
AND STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS.

PIN 14-00-07-984
Improved with Residen-

tial
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:  
410 S. Main Street
Anna, IL 62906
Sale terms: 10% down 

of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of 
the auction;  The balance, 
including the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certi-
fied funds, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or spe-
cial taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for 
sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is fur-
ther subject to confirmation 

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50
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by the court.
If the property is a con-

dominium and the fore-
closure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any as-
sessment and legal fees due 
under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).  

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or the 
Mortgagee‚Äôs attorney. 

Upon payment in full 
of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
Confirmation of the sale.  
The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibil-
ity/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection and 
Plaintiff makes no repre-
sentation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 
check the Court file to veri-
fy all information.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOM-
EOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or contact 
Plaintiff's attorney: Codilis 
& Associates, P.C., 15W030 
North Frontage Road, Suite 
100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527, 
(630) 794-9876. Please re-
fer to file number 14-16-
07301.

I717729                 14-16g

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY

KATHY L. WALLACE,
Plaintiff,

and
CLYDE A. WALLACE,

Defendant.
2014-D-63

NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, 
Clyde Wallace, Defendant, 
that this cause has been 
commenced against you in 
this Court asking for a Di-
vorce and other relief.

Unless you file your re-
sponse or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
cause in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of Union 
County, Courthouse, Jones-
boro, Illinois, on or before 
the 3rd day of May, 2017, at 
1 p.m. and other relief may 
be granted as prayed for by 
the Plaintiff.

Tiffany Busby
CIRCUIT CLERK

14-16g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE INTEREST OF:
CLAYTON HUBBS,

A Minor.
NO. 2016-JA-30

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION 
PURSUANT TO 

705 ILCS 405/3-18

Brandon Boyer, Em-
ily S. Hubbs,  and to ALL 
WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:

TAKE NOTICE that on 
Friday, December 2, 2016, 
a petition was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act of 
1987 by Tyler R. Edmonds, 
Union County State's Attor-
ney, by his Assistant State's 
Attorney, Heather Heas-
lett in the Circuit Court of 
Union County entitled "In 
the interest of CLAYTON 

HUBBS, a minor," and that 
in Judge Charles Cava-
ness' courtroom at Union 
County Courthouse, 309 
West Market Street, Jones-
boro, Illinois on Thursday, 
the 18th day of May, 2017, 
at the hour of 1:00 P.M., or 
as soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, as ad-
judicatory hearing will be 
held upon the petition to 
have the child declared to 
be a youth in care under that 
Act. The court has authority 
in this proceeding to take 
from you the custody and 
guardianship of the minor, 
(and if the petition prays for 
the appointment of a guard-
ian with power to consent 
to adoption) and to appoint 
a guardian with power to 
consent to adoption of the 
minor.

NOW, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the petition, 
the allegations of the peti-
tion may stand admitted as 

Historic St. Anne's Church
in Anna

One of the reasons we are glad
to be a part of the Union County community.
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against you and each of you, 
and an order or judgment 
entered.

Tiffany Busby
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dated: March 14, 2017
14g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE INTEREST OF:
JAYCE FISCHER-

KHURANA,
A Minor.

NO. 2014-JA-19

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION 
PURSUANT TO 

705 ILCS 405/3-18

TO ALL WHOM IT 
MAY CONCERN:

TAKE NOTICE that 
on Thursday, September 

25, 2014, a petition was 
filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act of 1987 of Ty-
ler R. Edmonds, Union 
County State's Attorney, 
by his Assistant State's At-
torney, Heather Heaslett in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County entitled "In the in-
terest of JAYCE FISCHER-
KHURANA, a minor," and 
that in Judge Charles Cava-
ness' courtroom at Union 
County Courthouse, 309 
West Market Street, Jones-
boro, Illinois on Thursday, 
the 13th day of April, 2017, 
at the hour of 1:00 P.M., or 
as soon thereafter as this 
cause may be heard, a ter-
mination of parental rights 
hearing will be held upon 
the petition to have the 
child declared to be a youth 
in care under that Act. The 
court has authority in this 
proceeding to take from 
you the custody and guard-
ianship of the minor, (and 
if the petition prays for the 

appointment of a guard-
ian with power to consent 
to adoption) and to appoint 
a guardian with power to 
consent to adoption of the 
minor.

NOW, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against the petition, 
the allegations of the peti-
tion may stand admitted as 
against you and each of you, 
and an order or judgment 
entered.

Tiffany Busby
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dated: March 14, 2017
14g

illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

SALVATION VS JELLY 
BEANS & DONUTS @ 
www.changewomen.org 

How to change a woman? @
changewomen.org Romans, 
13; 1-8 http://usadatamort-
gageservices.com/
------------------------------
State of Illinois Surplus 
Property Online Auction 
Equipment, watches, boats, 
vehicles, knives, jewelry and 
much more iBid.illinois.gov
------------------------------
Public Auction March 25th 
8:30am 3453 Willhoit Air-
port Rd., Staunton, IL 2002 
Buick Regal, Guns, Furni-
ture, Antiques, Collectibles, 
Tools, Vintage Glassware, 
MORE! 618-781-3814 
www.a-nauctions.com 
------------------------------
IF YOU HAD HIP OR 
KNEE REPLACEMENT 
SURGERY AND SUF-
FERED AN INFECTION 
between 2010 and the present 
time, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727
------------------------------
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Candidates profiled
School board of education and municipal elec-

tions are scheduled April 4 in Union County. 
Profiles of candidates who are running in the 
election follow. The profiles feature responses to 
questionnaires which were mailed to the candidates 
in early March.

Anna School
District 37
Board
Lori Foster

Name: Lori Foster
Address: Anna
Occupat ion:  Off ice 

manager, Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale 
(full-time) and bookkeeper/
administrative secretary 
(part-time) at The Fellow-
ship House.

Office you are seeking: 
School board member for 
Anna District No. 37. 

Are you an incumbent? 
Yes.   

If yes, how long have 
you served in office? Since 
January 2017. I was ap-
pointed in January 2017 to 
fill a vacancy on the board. 
This is my first time seeking 
an elected public office.

What are your goals, 
if you are elected? I am 
running for school board 
because I care about our 
schools and the future of 
our children. 

This is my opportunity to 
give back to both the com-
munity in which I live and 
to the school which edu-
cated two of my children 
and is  currently educating 
my granddaughter.

My goal is to do my best 
to assure ongoing quality 
education to the students 
and keeping the district fis-
cally stable.

Elaine Ray
Name: Elaine Ray
Address: Anna
Occupation: Registered 

nurse.
Office you are seeking: 

School board member for 
Anna District 37.

Are you an incumbent? 
Yes.

If yes, how long have 
you served in office? Al-
most two years.

If you are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 
as your most significant 
accomplishment, or accom-
plishments, while serving 
in office: I have had the 
opportunity to serve with 
an exceptional group of 
individuals in the short time 
on the board.  

I don’t feel that I have 
personally made accom-
plishments but I have tried 
to exercise fairness, com-
passion, and understanding 
to each situation that is 
presented.  

I consider it a blessing 
that my children have been 
able to attend schools in this 
district with the dedicated 
staff and administration.  

By serving, I feel that I 
am contributing and giving 
back in some small way. 

Michael
Penninger

Name: Michael Penniger
Address: Jonesboro
Occupation: Business 

owner.
Office you are seeking: 

Jonesboro District No. 43 
school board.

Are you an incumbent? 
No.

If you are not an incum-
bent: have you ever sought, 
or served, in public office? 
No.

What are your goals, if 
you are elected? The Jones-
boro community is impor-
tant to me and I would like 
to serve on the school board 
to help ensure the school 
continues to provide a high 
quality education in a safe 
environment for students, 
faculty, and staff.

Jonesboro
District 43
Board

Kim 
Howell

Name: Kim Howell
Address: Cobden
Occupation: Office man-

ager at Rowell Pure Water.
Office you are seeking: 

School board (Cobden Unit 
17).

Are you an incumbent? 
Yes.

If yes, how long have 
you served in office? Four 
years.

If you  are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 
as your most significant 
accomplishment, or accom-
plishments, while servicing 
in office: I feel we as a 
board have been fiscally re-
sponsible and have always 
tried to do what is best for 
the school. 

We have continued to 
grow and improve the 
school with technology, 
new teachers, and improve-
ments such as the gym floor.

What are your goals, if 
you are elected? If elected 
I will strive to continue 
to be fiscally responsible 
while continuing to grow 
and improve our school to 
make it a better place for 
our students and staff.

Cobden School
District 17
Board

Debra 
Penrod

Name:  Debra Penrod
Address: Cobden
Occupation: Nursing 

instructor.
Office you are seeking: 

School Board Member, 
Cobden Unit 17 Schools.

Are you an incumbent? 
Yes, I am an incumbent.  

If yes, how long have 
you served in office? I have 
served the last four years as 
a board member of Cobden.  

If you are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 
as your most significant 
accomplishment, or accom-
plishments, while serving in 
office: As a school board, 
we have been involved in 
some exciting changes in 
the Cobden School District.  

We hired a new super-
intendent in 2015, Edwin 
Shoemate, who is dedicated 
to advancing our school in 
technology and aligning 
curriculum from kindergar-
ten to 12th grade.  

We hired several teach-
ers who add their expertise 
to the classroom. 

As a board, we have 
supported learning in the 
classroom with the Profes-
sional Learning Commu-
nity, Google Chromebooks 
for every high school stu-
dent and a thriving sports 
program, FFA, band pro-
gram and the arts.  

We also replaced our 
gym floor built in 1953 with 
a beautiful gym floor that 
reflects our Appleknocker 
pride.  Great things are hap-
pening at Cobden.      

April Dover
Teske

Name: Apri l  Dover 
Teske

Address: Anna
Occupation: Assess-

ment coordinator for Of-
fice of Teacher Education at 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale.

Office you are seeking: 
member, Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
Board of Education.

Are you an incumbent? 
No.

If you are not an incum-
bent: have you ever sought, 
or served, in public office? 
No.

What are your goals, if 
you are elected? My goal 
as an A-JCHS board mem-
ber is to become an active 
member of a team of board 
members, administrators, 
teachers, and students who 
work closely with parents 
and the community to offer 
all of our students an educa-
tion that gives them access 
to academic and social ex-
periences that prepare them 
to be productive adults and 
fulfill their post-secondary 
goals. 

I believe my 23 years of 
experience in public educa-
tion as a teacher, special 
education coordinator, prin-
cipal, university faculty, 
parent, and as a student, 
myself, give me a unique 
view of public education. 

Education has been my 
whole life and is an integral 
part of who I am and how I 
interact with others. 

I am passionate about the 
awesome responsibilities 
educators have to shape our 
children, whether academi-
cally, socially, or fiscally. I 
would be grateful for the 
opportunity to serve our 
A-JCHS community on the 
Board of Education. 

I believe there is no 
greater role than one that 
impacts the life of a child.

A-JCHS
District 81
Board

Village 
of Cobden
David Stewart

Name: David Stewart
Address: Cobden 
Occupation: Owner of 

Bounce Blast and Movie 
Depot.

Office you are seeking: 
Cobden village trustee. 

Are you an incumbent? 
Yes.   

If yes, how long have 
you served in office? Eight 
years.

If you are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 
as your most significant 
accomplishment, or accom-
plishments, while serving in 
office? I helped bring in a 
Dollar General store, raised 
over $20,000 to redo the 
Cobden parks, started four 
basketball tournaments, 
Family Night Out, orga-
nized National Night Out 
and assisted with Shop with 
a Cop funding.

What are your goals, if 
you are elected? To con-
tinue looking for business 
activities for Cobden to 
keep our budget solid and 
for ways to make Cobden a 
great place to live.

Karen
Winzenburger

Name: Karen Winzen-
burger   

Address: Cobden
Occupation: Village 

clerk.
Office you are seeking: 

Village clerk. 
Are you an incumbent? 

Yes.   
If yes, how long have 

you served in office? 40 
years.

If you are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 
as your most significant 
accomplishment, or accom-
plishments, while serving 
in office? I am proud of my 
role in keeping the Village 
of Cobden up to date with 

technology and keeping 
residents informed of vil-
lage business.

What are your goals, if 
you are elected? To con-
tinue serving the people of 
our community to the best 
of my ability.

City of
Jonesboro
Ken
Blandford

Name: Ken Blandford
Address: Jonesboro
Occupation: Retired.
Office you are seeking: 

Mayor of Jonesboro.
Are you an incumbent? 

Yes.
If yes, how long have 

you served in office? Mayor 
for 12 years. Also served 
as city councilman for 19 
years.

If you are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 
as your most significant 
accomplishment, or accom-
plishments, while serving in 
office: Providing utilities 
and services to citizens at 
the lowest possible rates.

Being involved in the 
building of Jonesboro’s 
new city hall at no cost to 
taxpayers.

Working with city em-
ployees and the Jonesboro 
Police Department.

What are your goals, if 
you are elected? Seek lower 
utility rates as best we can.

Listen to and serve all 
the residents of Jonesboro. 
Keep our small historical 
city one of Illinois’ nicest 
places to live.

Work to keep taxes 
down. Work with city po-
lice and local authorities to 
enforce drug control.

To update a disaster plan 
for the city in the event of 
an emergency.

To move forward. As 
mayor, I can not get any-
thing done by myself. I have 
been fortunate to work with 
a good council, staff, police 
department and group of 
city employees. I feel their 
efficiency has made my 
term as mayor very success-
ful. I am looking foward to 
another chance to serve the 
citizens of Jonesboro.

Ken Carlson
Name: Ken Carlson
Address: Jonesboro
Occupation: Retired
Office you are seeking: 

Alderman, 3rd Ward, Jones-
boro.  

Are you an incumbent? 
No.   

What are your goals, 
if you are elected? I am 
running for alderman of 
Jonesboro’s 3rd Ward to 
give back to the community.

The main issues the city 
faces are continued good 
management of the city 
funds, maintenance of the 
city infrastructure and prop-
er planning for the future.

In addition to those main 
efforts, the city council 
should promote pride of 
the community through a 
standard of property care.

There will always be in-
dividual issues that need to 
come before the council for 
resolution and those need to 
be dealt with quickly, justly 
and with concern for all 
those involved.

My 40 years of industry 
experience have given me 
the tools to analyze finan-
cial conditions and develop 
plans, as well as the ability 
to seek unique solutions to 
issues.

I look forward to the 
opportunity to apply those 
skills and give back to the 
City of Jonesboro.

Barbara
Casper

Name: Barbara Casper
Address: Jonesboro 
Occupation: City clerk/

collector, Jonesboro.
Office you are seeking: 

City clerk, Jonesboro.
Are you an incumbent? 

Yes.   
If yes, how long have 

you served in office? 12 
years.

If you are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 

as your most significant 
accomplishment, or accom-
plishments, while serving 
in office? Worked with the 
Illinois Municipal League 
Risk Management Associa-
tion to reduce property, con-
tents, vehicle, machinery 
and work comp insurance 
premiums.

Worked to get ordinanc-
es organized, updated and 
codified. Organized all city 
maps.

Worked to start the util-
ity bill automatic payment 
program. Worked with the 
mayor and council on build-
ing and furnishing the new 
city hall.

Bart Hileman
Name: Bart Hileman
Address: Jonesboro
Occupation: Sheriff’s 

deputy, Union County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Office you are seeking: 
Alderman, Ward I, Jones-
boro.   

Are you an incumbent? 
Yes.   

If yes, how long have 
you served in office? Four 
years.

If you are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 
as your most significant 
accomplishment, or accom-
plishments, while serving 
in office? Restored police 
coverage back to three full-
time officers.

Cleaned derelict prop-
erties. Purchased and ac-
quired equipment for city 
maintenance. Updated 
equipment.

What are your goals, if 
you are elected? Address an 
aging gas system. Upgrades 
to infrastructure.

1 year subscription rates
union county ................................................ $35.00
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out of area ...................................................... $45.00
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Lance
Meisenheimer

Name: Lance Meisen-
heimer

Address: Jonesboro
Occupation: Telecom-

municator/jailer.
Office your are seek-

ing: Alderman, Ward II, 
Jonesboro.

Are you an incumbent: 
Yes.

If yes, how long have 

you served in office? Four 
years.

If you are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 
as your most significant 
accomplishment, or ac-
complishments, while in 
office: New city hall, home 
improvement grants for low 
income home owners, man-
aged city Facebook page.

What are your goals, if 
you are elected? Keep the 
city prospering and a safe 
place to live.

Shelly
Pender

Name: Shelly Pender
Address: Jonesboro
Occupation: Executive 

assistant.
Office you are seeking: 

City treasurer, Jonesboro.
Are you an incumbent? 

Yes.   
If yes, how long have 

you served in office? Eight 
years.

If you are an incumbent, 
please share what you see 
as your most significant 
accomplishment, or accom-
plishments, while serving 
in office? My accomplish-
ments while in office have 
been to create financial 
reports that are clearly un-
derstood and to provide 
complete accountability to 
the office of treasurer.

What are your goals, if 
you are elected? My goal 
is to continue with integrity 
and helping the city to be 
fiscally responsible.

Be
Sure
To

Vote
On

April 4

Ninian Edwards of Ken-
tucky was appointed as the 
first territorial governor of 
Illinois by President James 
Madison on April 24, 1809.

***
Shadrach Bond, the first 

governor of the State of Il-
linois, was inaugurated on 
Oct. 6, 1818.

***
Edward Coles was in-

augurated as governor of 
Illinois on Dec. 5, 1822.
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Obituaries
Pauline Virginia 

Haines Duke
Pauline Virginia Haines 

Duke, 93, of Cypress, and 
formerly of Perks, died at 
11:02 p.m. on March 15, 
2017, at Union County Hos-
pital in Anna.

She was born on July 
14, 1923, in Tennessee, the 
daughter of John Henry and 
Lamon Swindle Haines.

She married Cletus Duke 
on Oct. 10, 1947. He pre-
ceded her in death on Sept. 
17, 2008.

She had been a member of Maple Grove Baptist 
Church in Perks since March 24, 1969. In earlier years 
she worked at Brown Shoe Company in Charleston, Mo., 
and at Head Start in Perks as a cook.

She is survived by sons Randell (Darlene) Duke of 
Cypress and Ronnie (Cassandra) Duke of Karnak; daugh-
ters Sandra (Lynn) Miller of Dongola, Linda (George) 
Sickling of Dongola and Jeanie Duke of Perks; 13 grand-
children; 25 great-grandchildren, with four on the way; 
sister Janet (David) Croney of Antioch, Tenn.; brothers 
Bill (Jerry) Haines of Caledonia, Mich., James (Sonja) 
Haines of East Prairie, Mo., Donil Haines of Nashville, 
Tenn., and Dennis (Fran) Haines of Corning, Ark.; nieces, 
nephews and other relatives.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Cletus Duke; a son, Cletus Wayne Duke; an infant brother, 
Cletus Haines; sisters Calline Duke and Doris Hansen; 
and brothers Charles and Jackson Haines.

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Saturday, March 18, 
at Crain Funeral Home in Dongola, with the Rev. Clint 
Nale officiating. Interment was in the Cypress Masonic 
Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to the Cypress Masonic 
Cemetery.

To view the full obituary or to leave an online condo-
lence for the family, visit www.crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in Dongola was 
in charge of arrangements.

Elizabeth D. Merkley
Elizabeth D. Merkley, 70, 

of Anna, died at 1:34 p.m. 
Thursday, March 16, 2017, 
at Memorial Hospital of 
Carbondale.

She was born on Nov. 
30, 1946, in Carbondale, the 
daughter of Dean and Millie 
Frick Goetz.

She married Donald E. 
Merkley on Dec. 27, 1976. 
He preceded her in death on 
Oct. 4, 2011.

She was a highly-skilled 
and well-respected registered nurse, both in the workplace 
and within the community. Her caregiving was sought in 
people’s times of need due to her high standards, empathy 
and compassion. Elizabeth was an intelligent, talented, 
creative person and had a wonderful sense of humor. She 
was proud of her children and loved them deeply. Nothing 
compared to the joy she received from her grandchildren.

She is survived by her daughter, Brooke Miller of 
Cobden; stepdaughter Carrie (Robb) Wyss of Lake Ta-
hoe, Calif.; daughters Hope Merkley (Phillip Trammel) 
of Cobden and Lydia (Dan) Truitt of Sacramento, Calif.; 
grandchildren Grant and Asher Miller, Phoenix Jahn, 
Donovan Kai Trammel, Nora Elizabeth and Ella Louise 
Truitt; step-grandchildren Hayden, Simon and Sam Wyss, 
and Clayton and Zoey Trammel; a sister, Linda (Rick) 
Powell of Manchester, Mo.; nephews Matt and John 
Powell; other relatives and many friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; and by her 
husband Donald E. Merkley.

Funeral services for Mrs. Merkley were at 3 p.m. Sun-
day, March 19, at the Casper Church in Anna, with family 
and friends officiating. Interment was in the Jonesboro 
Cemetery.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Steve Hafertepe
Steve Hafertepe, 62, of 

Cobden, died at 3:52 p.m. 
Friday, March 17, 2017, at 
Memorial Hospital of Car-
bondale.

He was born on Jan. 23, 
1955, in East St. Louis, the 
son of Bernard Alphonse 
and Helen Emma Tarjany 
Hafertepe.

He was a devoted engi-
neer for Amtrak for 24 years 
and also had been conductor 
prior to being an engineer. 
He enjoyed fishing, golfing and watching sports. He had 
a love for music and could tell you any facts in regards to 
rock and roll and the blues. He was of the Catholic faith.

He is survived by his daughters, Marina (Dustin) 
Newberry of Cobden, and Melissa (Mike) McDonald 
of Ashland, Ky.; grandchildren Bradley and Devin; his 
mother, Helen Hafertepe of Troy; sisters Charlotte (Bob) 
Schultz of Anna and Tina (David) Auld of Troy; a brother, 
Chris (Gina) Hafertepe of Jacob; his girlfriend, Margaret 
Dickson; nieces, nephews and other relatives.

He was preceded in death by his father; and by a 
brother, Bernard Henry Hafertepe.

Visitation will be from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, March 
24, at Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro.

Funeral services will be at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 
25, at the funeral home, with Father Federico Higuera of-
ficiating. Interment will follow in St. Joseph’s Cemetery 
in Cobden.

Memorials can be made to the American Diabetes 
Association.

To view the full obituary or to leave an online condo-
lence for the family, visit www.crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-
Jonesboro is in charge of arrangements.

Evelyn May Kinder
Evelyn May Kinder, 74, 

of Anna, died at 8:11 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 15, 2017, 
at Union County Hospital in 
Anna.

She was born on May 22, 
1942, in Zion, the daughter 
of Howard and Grace Grover 
Moughmer.

She married Wilford 
Glenn Kinder on May 30, 
1970, in Zion.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Joyce Kinder of 
Anna; a grandchild, Cordell Penrod; one sister, Louise 
Keller-Skinner of North Chicago; one brother, George 
Moughmer of Topeka, Kan.; other relatives and many 
friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; and her 
husband, Wilford Glenn Kinder.

She loved figuring out crossword puzzles and reading.
Funeral services for Mrs. Kinder were at 11 a.m. 

Wednesday, March 22, with Buddy Walls officiating, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna. Interment 
was in Ebenezer Hall Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Our sympathy to Doris 
and Ernie Rhodes of Jones-
boro and their family on the 
death of Doris’ sister Birdia 
Ann Groves Koch of Tuc-
son, Ariz., on March 11.

Brian, Susan and Megan 
Eudy of Jackson, Mo., 
were Sunday dinner guests 
of Sue and Steve Eudy of 
Anna.

Danielle, Jamie and 
Mya Shepard of Dexter, 
Mo., brought lunch and 
visited with her grand-
mother, Dorothy Smiddy 
of Reynoldsville, on Sat-
urday, March 18.

Dolores and Jack Reyn-
olds of Reynoldsville spent 
a few days with Dolores’ 
sister, Lucille Choate of 
Lake of Egypt, who hasn’t 
been feeling well.

Barb and Edwin Livesay 
of Anna and Dolores and 
Jack Reynolds enjoyed eat-
ing in Marion on Saturday 
night.

Maxine and Fred Pend-
er of Fair City visited 
Saturday with Josh and 
Heather Miller of Tamms 
and helped great-grandson 
Slayton Miller celebrate 
his 2nd birthday. Slay-

Reynoldsville News
by Sue Eudy

ton’s birthday is Thursday, 
March 23.

Members of the class 
of 1952 from Wolf Lake 
School who met for lunch 
Thursday at the Golden 
Corral in Cape Girardeau 
were Dolores and Jack 
Reynolds, Ernie and Doris 
Rhodes and Alma Linson, 
all of Jonesboro, Barb and 
Edwin Livesay of Anna, 
Joe Walker of Marion and 
Shirley Miller of McClure.

Kacie Golliher of Car-
bondale visited Friday eve-
ning with her grandmother, 
Shirley Miller.

Alma Linson and Shir-
ley Miller enjoyed lunch 
at McAlisters in Cape Gi-
rardeau on Saturday.

Happy birthday to my 
sister, Lois Crites of Jack-
son, Mo., on Tuesday, 
March 28.

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday evening worship 
service is at 6 p.m. Rev. 
Jamie Bridgeman is the 
pastor.

Master Chief 
Ronald Hill Ret.

Master Chief Ronald Hill, 
Retired, 73, of Creal Springs, 
died at 12:12 p.m. Monday, 
March 13, 2017, at his home.

He was born on July 9, 
1943, in Anna, the son of 
John Calvin and Carrie Kim-
mel Hill.

He married Sharolyn 
Keenan on Jan. 27, 1968, 
at the Christian Church in 
Anna.

He is survived by his wife 
of 49 years, Sharolyn Hill of 
Creal Springs; many cousins; other rela-
tives and friends. He was preceded in death 
by his parents.

He was a graduate of Shawnee Com-
munity High School. He joined the U.S. Navy in 1961 
and served his country for a total of 40 years. His 21-
year Naval career included serving at sea in the Nuclear 
Submarine Service, performing recruiting duties in Great 
Falls, Mont., serving as part of the admirals staff for 
COMSUBGRU5 in San Diego, and instructing LMET 
at Trident Training Facility in Bangor, Wash.

He retired from the Navy in 1983 as MMCM.
He then served 19 years in civil service in Washington’s 

Naval shipyards.
For recreation, he served several years as a director 

of Backcountry Horsemen of Washington. In 2001, after 
retiring from civil service, Ronald and Sharolyn moved 
back to Southern Illinois and enjoyed the last 16 years 
living in Creal Springs.

Memorial services for Master Chief Ronald Hill, Ret., 
will be held at a later date.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Millie Brown
Millie Brown, 91, of 

Jonesboro, died at 12:25 a.m. 
Monday, March 20, 2017, at 
Union County Hospital Long 
Term Care Center in Anna.

She was born on Jan. 
19, 1926, in Jonesboro, the 
daughter of Howard and 
Charlotte Sensmeier Brown.

She is survived by her 
nieces, Cindy Henley of Gor-
eville and Charlotte (Robert) 
Abernethy of Griffith, Ind.; a 
great-niece, Abby (Matt) Blue of Goreville; a great-great-
nephew and nieces, Grayson, Cameron and Avery Blue; 
other relatives and many friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; one sister, 
Hazel Sauerbrunn; and one brother, Winford O. Brown.

She was a very active member of Salem Lutheran 
Church in Jonesboro for many years. She loved feeding 
the birds, traveling and volunteering for the Meals on 
Wheels at the Sunshine Inn. She worked for GTE as a 
telephone operator and service observer. She retired with 
over 30 years of dedicated service.

Funeral services for Ms. Brown will be at 1 p.m. Friday, 
March 24, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in 
Jonesboro, with Pastor Mark Hasty officiating. Interment 
will be in the Jonesboro Cemetery.

Friends can call after noon and until the service hour 
at 1 p.m. on Friday, March 24, at Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro.

Memorials can be made to Salem Lutheran Church.
To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.

rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Jonesboro is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Steven E. Casper
Steven E. Casper, 67, of 

Anna, died at 2:55 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 18, 2017, at the 
Marion VA Medical Center.

He was born on Dec. 23, 
1949, the son of Samuel Ed-
ward and Betty Jane Wilkins 
Casper.

He is survived by his 
brother, Jerry Casper of 
Jonesboro; a sister, Betty Jo 
Boyd of Carterville; broth-
ers Randy Dunn of Anna 
and Jeff Dunn of Vienna; 
other relatives and many friends. He was 
preceded in death by his parents.

He worked as a truck driver for many 
years. He served in the U.S. Navy.

Graveside services will be at 11 a.m. Friday, March 
24, at the Casper Cemetery near Anna. Interment will be 
in the Casper cemetery.

Graveside military rites will be conducted by Carroll P. 
Foster Post No. 3455 of the VFW in Anna and the Navy 
funeral honor detail.

Friends are asked to go directly to the cemetery.
To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.

rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Obituaries Online at
annanews.com

Huey L. Wilbourn
Huey L. Wilbourn, 81, of Cobden, and formerly of 

Cairo, died Tuesday, March 21, at Union County Hospital 
in Anna.

Arrangements were pending at 
Crain Funeral Home in Cairo.

Misfit caveman 
featured in new 
plays event at SIU

A play about a misfit 
caveman headlines the Big 
Muddy New Play Festival, 
which features new plays as 
productions and readings. 

“Torak the Inadequate,” 
the headline play, written 
by graduate student Rory 
Leahy, is scheduled to run 
March 23-26 in the C.H. 
Moe Theater in the SIU 
Communications Building. 

Performances begin at 
7:30 p.m. March 23-25 and 
at 2 p.m. on March 26.

A discussion with Leahy 
about the play follows the 
March 24 performance. A 
pre-show lecture is planned 
at 1:30 p.m. March 26 in the 
Deans Conference Room 
adjacent to McLeod The-
ater.

Tickets are $18, $6 for 
students. All seats are gen-
eral admission; seating is 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Seating is limited and 
there will be no late seating. 

Tickets in advance are 
available at the McLeod 
Theater or SIU Arena box 
offices, by calling 618-
453-6000 or online. The 
McLeod Theater box office 
will also be open for ticket 
sales one hour before each 
performance as well.

New play readings are 
set for March 25 at the 
McLeod Theater. Admis-
sion is free and seating is 

limited. There will be a dis-
cussion after each reading.

The schedule includes:
10 a.m., “Notes to Self,” 

by Brooke Oehme (doctoral 
student), Kelley Jordan 
(graduate student) director. 

1 p.m., “Vanya on the 
Plains,” by Jason Hedrick 
(doctoral student), Greg 
Aldrich (alumnus), director. 

4 p.m., “Devil’s Night,” 
by David Dudley (graduate 
student), Bobbi Masters 
(graduate student) director. 

Supreme Court
briefs available

The Illinois Supreme 
Court is making briefs 
available for each case 
in the court term’s call of 
the docket on the court’s 
website. 

The new procedure is 
designed to improve access 
to court information and 
begins with cases for the 
March term.

The briefs for the March 
term are available on the 
website under Docket in 
the Quick Links tab or at 
illinoiscourts.gov/Suprem-
eCourt/Docket/default.asp. 

Briefs for upcoming 
terms will typically be 
available one to two weeks 
before that term starts, the 
court noted in a news re-
lease.
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March is National Reading Month

Wolf Lake Branch Library
The Wolf Lake Branch Library is located within Shaw-

nee High School at 3365 Illinois Route 3 in Wolf Lake. 
It is part of the Stinson Memorial Library District 

which has access to the Heartland Library System. 
For more information, call the Anna location at 833-

2521.

Dongola Public Library District
The Dongola Public Library District is located at 114 

NE Front St. in Dongola. Its director is Melissa Bound.
It offers printing and free internet usage. Patrons can 

also check out a variety of DVDs and books. The library 
has a huge selection of adult and easy fiction.

It is part of the Heartland Library System, which en-
ables the library to receive a book from any other library 
in the system.

The library is open on Tuesday and Wednesday from 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m., Thursday from 10 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, call 618-827-3622 or email 
dongolapld@gmail.com.

Librarian: Melissa Bound, director at Dongola Public 
Library District.

Book recommendation: “The Harry Potter series.”
“This series takes the reader to the land of fantasy, 

where problems are momentarily forgotten. It’s also fun 
to watch her characters grow from young children to 
young adults. A very enjoyable read!

Jonesboro Public Library
The Jonesboro Public Library is located at 412 S. Main 

St. in Jonesboro. 
It offers a variety of books to check out, including a 

large selection of children’s books.
A book sale is planned for Thursday, March 23 from 

1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Friday, March 24, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Saturday, March 25 from 8 a.m. to noon.

The library is open Tuesday through Saturday from 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information, call 833-8121.
Librarian: Karen Hallam, Jonesboro Public Library.
Book recommendation: “Miss Peregrine's Home for 

Peculiar Children.”
“It’s an interesting, quirky read.”

Stinson Memorial Library 
The main building of the Stinson Memorial Library District is located at 409 South Main St. in Anna.
It offers a large variety of books and DVDs. As part of the Heartland Library System, Stinson has access to 

more than 400 books that can be shipped in.
Regular activities include children's storytimes, a summer reading program and a book club.
The library is open Monday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
For information, call 833-2521.

For National Reading 
Month, The Gazette-Demo-
crat staff and local librarians 
gave reading suggestions.

The Gazette-Democrat 
staff

Name: Geof Skinner, 
editor.

Book: “Team of Rivals: 
The Political Genius of 
Abraham Lincoln” by Do-
ris Kearns Goodwin.

Cobden Branch Library
The Cobden Branch Library is located at 100 S. Front 

St. in Cobden.
The library is open Monday and Tuesday from 2 p.m. 

to 6 p.m. and Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon.
It is part of the Stinson Memorial Library District, 

which has access to the Heartland Library System. 
For more information, call 618-893-4637.
Librarian: Nancy West.
Book recommendation: "News of the World" by 

Paulette Jiles. 
"The characters and historical setting are matched by 

very few historical novels. Set post Civil War, News of 
the World takes on a whole new meaning. It revives faith 
in humanity at a time it's needed most."

“The book offers an im-
portant lesson which is 
important to our nation’s 
history...and current events, 
too.”

Name: Debbie Penrod, 
bookkeeping.

Book: “Winter Garden 
by Kristin Hannah.

“I would recommend 
this book because it is a 
very entertaining easy read 

book with so much impor-
tant history.”

Name: Sue Eudy, proof-
reader.

Book: “The Whistler” by 
John Grisham.

“Intrigue, mystery, keeps 
you wanting to keep read-
ing to know what happens 
next. His best book yet.”

Name:  Mike Estel , 
sports reporter.

Book: “Unbroken” by 
Laura Hillenbrand.

“I couldn’t put it down 
once I started reading it. 
I’ve never read a book be-
fore like it that kept me that 
interested.”

Name: Jamie Wilkins, 
office supply manager.

Book: “Big Little Lies” 
by Liane Moriarty.

“I loved this book be-

cause it is very suspense-
ful and a great mystery. 
I couldn’t put the book 
down.”

Name:  Lindsey Rae 
Vaughn, reporter.

Book: House of Night 
series by Kristin and P.C. 
Cast.

“This series has some 
fantasy, mystery and lots 
of action.”

Name: Amber Skelton, 
reporter.

B o o k :  “ S c r e w t o p 
Thompson” by Magnus 
Mills.

“This little book of short 
stories highlights the ri-
diculousness in every day 
life.”

Look for each libri-
arian's recommendation 
below.

Stinson staff recommendations
Beth Sisler, children's librarian. "Abracadabra, It’s 

Spring!" by Anne Sibley O’Brien; illustrated by Susan 
Gal. "This gorgeously illustrated picture book will get 
your little one excited about the changing seasons. Pull 
out your magic wand, practice the magic words, and make 
predictions together about what will happen when winter 
gives way to spring!"

Thomas Sisler, IT coordinator. Brian Buccellato's "In-
justice: Gods Among Us" series plays on DC Universe's 
The Joker's paradigm that one bad day can change a life. 
This time The Joker toys with Superman who in response 
to his bad day, creates a dystopian world ruled by fear.

Lisa Livesay, library director. "How to Be Lost" by 
Amanda Eyre Ward. "A story based on strong women, 
loss, and the various meanings of family. Suspense and 
mystery interweave an amazing story. "

Katie Persinger, librarian. "Barbarian Mine" by Ruby 
Dixon. "An Ice Planet Barbarian series. Sci-Fi Romance 
and one of our most popular series."

Mary Yeckley, cataloging manager. "Woman of God" 
by James Patterson. "A new Pope has been chosen, and 
she's a woman. Intrigue like only James Patterson can 
provide."

Janna Kasper, secretary/bookkeeping. "Love Letters" 
by Debbie Macomber. "A Cedar Grove Novel. A realistic 
view of life and love. It isn't your typical romance novel. "

Linda Thompson, librarian. "Devil in the White City" 
by Erik Larson. "This book intertwined the true story 
of the 1893 Chicago World's Fair and the cunning H.H. 
Holmes who used the fair to lure his victims to death. A 
very suspenseful read."
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Anna School District 37 rewards student attendance
This year, in order to 

increase student attendance, 
Anna School District No. 
37 has implemented a new, 
district-wide incentive plan 
to reward student presence 
at school. 

As part of the attendance 
incentive plan, students are 
recognized on both a quar-
terly and yearly basis if they 
achieve the attendance goals 
set for each period of time. 

Each quarter, students 
who have missed no more 
than 1.5 days of school re-
ceive a certificate, a coupon 
for a free item from a local 
restaurant, are recognized at 
a school assembly and are 
entered into a drawing for a 

Kindergarten attendance winners.

1st grade attendance winners.

2nd grade attendance winners.

3rd grade attendance winners.

6th grade attendance winners.

7th grade attendance winners.

8th grade attendance winners.

Bryce Wright, 1st grade, and Poppi Grey, kindergarten, were the gift card 
winners for kindergarten through 2nd grade.

Jaci Hopkins, 5th grade, Sophia Lin, 3rd grade, Cooper Rowley, 6th grade, 
and John Sullivan, 6th grade, were the gift card winners for the 3rd through 
5th grades and 6th through 8th grades.

chance to win a $25 gift card. 
Two students from kin-

dergarten through 2nd grade, 
two from grades 3 through 
5 and two from grades 6 
through 8 are rewarded with 
the gift cards. 

Additionally, students 
who miss no more than four 
days throughout the entire 
school year will be entered 
into a drawing to win an 
Amazon Fire HD tablet. 

One student from kinder-
garten through 2nd grade, 
one from grades 3 through 
5 and one from grades 6 
through 8 will be rewarded 
with the tablets at the end of 
the year. 

At the end of the third 

quarter, 395 students from 
District No. 37 met the quar-
terly attendance goal, which 
is 60 percent of the student 
population.

Only 45 percent of the 
student population missed 
1.5 days or less during third 
quarter last year. 

Anna School District No. 
37 congratulates all the stu-
dents who met the goal for 
the third quarter and thanks 
the parents and family mem-
bers of these students for 
working with the school to 
increase attendance. 

(Note: This article and the 
accompanying photographs 
were provided by Anna 
School District No. 37.)

4th grade attendance winners.

5th grade attendance winners.

Cobden FFA Member wins iPad
Dylan Duty, a senior at Cobden High School, recently won an iPad from the 

2017 Acquaintance Program. He was one of two student winners who entered 
the drawing by completing a survey to offer feedback for future programs. Over 
500 FFA students from 38 different chapters recently attended the Southern 
Illinois CFB’s FFA Acquaintance Day at the Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale Student Center. The day featured motivational guest speakers, 
along with activities which were designed to help students learn various skills 
to transform the way they think about their future in agriculture.  From left 
are Lindsey LeFevre, agriculture instructor and FFA advisor at Cobden High 
School, with Dylan Duty. Photo provided.
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Public Notice

Parcel Number Owners/Parties Interested Cert Number Street Or Common Address
03-19-01-699 MCALEXANDER KENNETH J 130020
03-19-01-699 MCALEXANDER IVA D 130020
04-30-02-669-C KESSLER TIMARA 130037 315 OAK ST.
04-30-02-669-C VILLAGE OF COBDEN 130037 315 OAK ST.
05-13-03-173-AL HALE DAVID W 130048 735 MURPHY SCHOOL RD
05-13-03-173-AL HALE LINDA A 130048 735 MURPHY SCHOOL RD
05-13-03-173-AL HALE ROBERT 130048 735 MURPHY SCHOOL RD
05-13-03-173-AL ANNA-JONESBORO NATIONAL BANK 130048 735 MURPHY SCHOOL RD
05-19-03-440 FLORES MARTIN 130056 USSERY ST.
05-19-03-440 MARTIN FLORES 130056 USSERY ST.
05-19-03-440 JP MORGAN CHASE BANK

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
130056 USSERY ST.

05-50-09-287 ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD CO 130080 E. VIENNA ST.
05-50-09-287 PAWS, INC 130080 E. VIENNA ST.
10-29-06-751-A1 MCHARRY JOEL 130145
10-29-06-751-A1 MCHARRY RENA 130145
10-29-06-751-A1 ANNA-JONESBORO NATIONAL BANK 130145
10-29-06-751-A1 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ATTORNEY GENERAL
130145

14-00-07-314 RUBY ENTERPRISES LLC 130152 100 E. BROAD ST.
14-00-07-314 BANTERRA BANK 130152 100 E. BROAD ST.
14-00-07-314 ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

AGENCY
130152 100 E. BROAD ST.

14-00-07-314 VINOD C GUPTA 130152 100 E. BROAD ST.
14-00-07-339 LAND CARL W JR 130153 103 E. UNION ST.
14-00-07-339 WHITE JULIE 130153 103 E. UNION ST.
14-00-07-566 RITA OSCAR 130163 203 N. JASPER ST.
14-00-07-566 ALEXANDER, HAROLD 130163 203 N. JASPER ST.
14-00-08-005 ALLEN TERRY L 130170 407 SOUTH ST.
14-00-08-005 ALLEN DANA L 130170 407 SOUTH ST.
14-00-08-005 ALLEN, DAVID 130170 407 SOUTH ST.
14-00-08-361 BROSKI JEROME 130177 E. HIGH ST.
14-00-08-361 CHAMPION MORTGAGE 130177 E. HIGH ST.
14-00-08-631 CUNNINGHAM MICHAEL S 130187 209 W. VIENNA ST.
14-00-08-631 CUNNINGHAM APRIL 130187 209 W. VIENNA ST.
14-00-08-631 CITY OF ANNA 130187 209 W. VIENNA ST.
14-00-08-631 CUNNINGHAM MICHAEL 130187 209 W. VIENNA ST.
14-00-09-187-A KNUDSON ERIC D II 130200 OAK ST.
14-00-09-187-A VINOD C GUPTA 130200 OAK ST.
14-00-09-187-A CITY OF ANNA 130200 OAK ST.
14-00-10-087 MAYBERRY CURTIS 130224 103 MONROE ST.
14-00-10-087 MAYBERRY TERRY 130224 103 MONROE ST.
14-00-10-087 AMERICAN GENERAL FINANCE INC 130224 103 MONROE ST.
14-00-10-703 JONES CINDY LOU 130258 ELM DR.
14-00-10-763 RICHARDSON DOUGLAS 130266 90 ADAMS ST.
14-00-10-763 RICHARDSON FAITH 130266 90 ADAMS ST.
14-00-10-763 US SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 130266 90 ADAMS ST.
14-00-11-735 SMITH JOHN PAUL JR 130286 OFF CROWELL HEIGHTS LOOP

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE NO. 2017-TX-2 TO THE 
FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, TO THEIR UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES), AND TO 
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND TO ALL INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES THEREOF, INCLUDING 
AMONG OTHERS UNION COUNTY CLERK , UNION COUNTY TREASURER , UNION COUNTY STATE'S 
ATTORNEY , ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, ILLINOIS DEPT OF 
EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPT OF HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) 
GENERAL COUNSEL, CITY OF JONESBORO, AND TO OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND PARTIES 
INTERESTED IN THE PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVESAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON JANUARY 21, 2015, FOR GENERALTAXES 
FOR THE YEAR 2013 AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD OF REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE 
EXPIRES AUGUST 18, 2017.  TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A  PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECTING ISSUANCE 
OF TAX DEEDS HAS BEEN FILED IN THE ABOVESAID CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED PARCELS BY UNION 
COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON SEPTEMBER 6, 2017 AT 1:00 PM, SAID PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR 
AN ORDER THAT A TAX DEED ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVESAID PARCEL NOT REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE 
AUGUST 18, 2017. /S/ UNION COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
ADDRESS: 309 W MARKET ST ROOM 116, JONESBORO, IL 62952
TELEPHONE: (618) 833-5711

GOOD Reasons to vote for

Mike
McMahan

Candidate for the 
Shawnee Community College

Board of  Trustees
1. Because he is qualified! Retired Lt. 

Colonel, US Air Force Vietnam Veteran, US 
Army Enlisted, Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration, Master’s Degree in Secondary 
Administration, Retired Illinois Mathematics 
Teacher and Administrator, Past President 
Illinois Forestry Association

2. Because he is willing to and wants to 
serve! Fiscally and politically conservative. 
Personal objective - “Grow your own 
replacement”. Deeply involved in 
community affairs

Your vote and support are appreciated
Paid for by the Candidate

Cobden Elementary School 
honors student readers

100 Point Club: In the first row are Alyssa Fabian, Evaline Kaszubski, 
Eugenio Olvera and Beatrix Genung. In the second row are Ana Olvera, 
Mackenzie Jackson, Steven Brown, Tess Brummer and Garrett Basler. Tradon 
Stroehlein could not be present for the picture.

50 Point Club: In the first row are James Eagle, Cameron Galladay, Michael 
Tomas and Ramsie Sauerbrunn. In the second row are Anna Staley, Omar Mar-
tinez, Mayrell Morales, Ava Rothwieler, Corbin Upton and Lindsey Windings. 

25 Point Club: In the first row are Sidney Upton, Kingston Kuhn, Tommy 
Quertermous, Korbin Hale and Jayden Graham. In the second row are Kohen 
Moore, Micah Brown, Trenton Ward, Cole Meadows, Daisy Amezquita, Evelyn 
Campbell and Jada Furlow. 

Anna School District names 
third quarter honor students

Anna Junior High School 
announced honor roll stu-
dents in the third quarter of 
the 2016-2017 school year.

5th Grade
High honor roll: Ka-

leb Aden, Elizabeth Back, 
Addyson Bailey, Emily 
Belcher, Callysta Borders, 
Brianna Brunner, Payton 
Brust, Eric Chen, Riley 
Cruse, Tyler Cunningham, 
Drake Hartline.

Zachary Henry, Carter 
Lannom, Alayna Menees, 
Victoria Perez, Jadyn Samu-
els, Kaitlyn Sullivan, Jason 
Swink, Trinity Vandeven, 
Ava Vasicek, Hannah Webb, 
Kaleb Yoast.

Honor roll: Yoselin Avila, 
Brooke Carmack, Lake-
lyn Carter, Xi Chen, Adriel 
Del Rosario, Presli Garner, 
Bree Hazelrigg, Ben Keller, 
Devon McNelly, Jossilin 
Needling, Whitley Quick, 
McKayala Treat, Francisco 
Vaca-Miron, Joshua Wil-
liams.

6th Grade
High honor roll: Caden 

Awbrey, Jolie Barger, Carter 
Beanland, Allisyn Bigler, 
Megan Brown, Pierce Chap-
man, Nile Chotner, Megan 
Clark, Madelynn Eastman, 
Evie Eddings, Zachary Es-
tus, Will Keller, McKena 
Kimmel, Caleb Mays, Sar-
enity McCormick. 

Jake Merriman, Jay-
cee Miller, Avery Osman, 
Hayden Ralls, Reese Reyn-
olds, Jessica Sartin, Liam 

Schroeder, Marissa Sim-
mons, Samantha Stokes, 
Brylen Suggs, David Swink, 
Kosie Tripp, Julia Williams, 
Angelina Wiseman.

Honor roll: Will Carwyle, 
Ayden Dillman, Aniyah 
Graham, Hardyn Griffin, 
Zoe Hale, Marvin Hender-
son, Lindsey Hill, Jada Hin-
son, Alexis Nekola, Brandon 
Outlan, Nash Oxford, Evan 
Ray, Cooper Rowley, Calley 
Sargent, Aleshia Wright, 
Megan Wright.

7th Grade
High honor roll: Ayden 

Bailey, Gracie Barlow, 
Hunter Boyd, Max Castle, 
Ian Crunk, Andrew De-
tering, Bryce Henry, Kyle 
Jerrell, Alyvia Lawrence, 
Alexandria Little.

Anastasija Markovic, 
Blake Mays, Darci McMa-
han, Gavin Osman, Jayden 
Perez, Kamden Richardson, 
Breckstin Schaefer, Payton 
Seip, Caden Steward, Mat-
thew Wright.

Honor roll: Caitlin Ames, 
Ethan Ames, Hayley Da-
vis, Joshua Davis, Taylor 
Hileman, Brittany Hill, 
Camden Hodges, Sedona 
Isaacs, Barry Johnson, Lu-
cas Lasley.

Solomon Oehlsen, Jor-
dan Ortiz, Clohie Powell, 
Brenna Pribble, Molly Red-
man, Manning Rendleman, 
Destiny Rendon, Riley Rios, 
Landon Roach, Sara Si-
nisi, Noah Treece, Marisol 
Zamora. 

8th Grade
High honor roll: Nate 

Belcher, Bailey Bible, 
John David Bigler, Emily 
Bussey, Olivia Capel, Lil-
lian Evers, Amiyah Hart, 
Evan Keller, Lexie Lingle, 
Celiflora Martinez Aragon, 
Kaden Mayberry.

Hallee Menees, Ellie 
Moore, Peyton Otey, Avery 
Page, Carson Pengress, Keri 
Rendleman, Jessi Riley, 
Maddox Thorpe, Macy Ury, 
Hayden Webb, Kimberly 
Williams, Kiersten Wright.

Honor roll: Nate Bag-
gott, Colby Bowman, Mat-
thew Camargo, Grace Girt-
man, Nick McGrath, Devin 
Neal, Andrew Odum, Dylan 
Ralls.

Anna District 37
plans screening

Anna School District No. 
37 has scheduled kindergar-
ten screening on April 4.

Screening will be from 
noon to 6 p.m. at Lincoln 
Elementary School.

The school district ad-
vises that parents who live 
in the district should bring 
children who turn 5 on, or 
before, Sept. 1 to the school.

Parents are asked to 
bring a certified birth certifi-
cate and the child’s Social 
Security card.

Children will meet with 
teachers while parents meet 
with other staff members.

Jonesboro Elementary 
School announces third 
quarter honor roll students: 

5th Grade
High honors: Miranda 

Bundren, Lizbeth Carrillo, 
Alexandria Keller, Mya 
Laster, Ella Lingle, Jason 
McAlister, Torie Ralls.

Honors: Cadence Black, 
Jasmine Buck, Ally Hasty, 
Shaylee Moore, Om Patel.

6th Grade
High honors: Lily Bak-

er, Jada Buck, Lia Mays, 
Isabel Tehandon, Joseph 
Turner.

Honors: Austin Ad-
ams, Malik Groh, Sydney 
Waun, Juan Zavala.

7th Grade
High honors: Kaelyn 

Jonesboro names honor roll students
George, Dylan Holderfield, 
Chloe McFarland, Anna 
Rodgers, Marlee Smith, 
Camille Turner, Allison 
Toler.

Honors: Ethan Carver, 
Kaya Coleman, Trevor 
Cochran, Tabi Smith.

8th Grade

High honors: Olivia 
Bowen, Madilyn Gawrych-
Turner, Anna Hess, Connor 
Hallam, Jaley Watkins.

Honors: Tae DeWitt, 
Li l ly  Hancock,  Heidi 
Jones, Krishna Patel, Libby 
Smith, Ashlyn Voigt, JP 
Wilkins.

Cobden Elementary School has recognized students who reached their 
goals during February in the schoolwide Accelerated Reading program. 
Students were required to read books and to take comprehension tests on 
the computer to achieve their points. Photos provided.
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News from

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro

News from 

Anna Nazarene Church

The Gazette-
Democrat 
on line at 

annanews.com

News from

Camp Ground Church, Community

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Basler excavating

& trucking
Demolition, Clearing,

Basements, Track Hoe Service
833-7831

P.O. Box 647
Anna, IL 62906

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour Roadside Service
2271 Rt. 146 West • 833-5937

Rt. 146 • Jonesboro, IL
Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

833-1725

Midwestern ProPane Gas Co.
anna, iL

Mike Jones, Manager  833-6300

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.

304 W. Market, Jonesboro
833-6521

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498

www.sewlparts.com

Don's Auto Body
Expert Repair

Insurance Work
511 E. Vienna • 833-3102

A & G Automotive
109 Transcraft Drive

Anna, IL 62906

833-8755

Cardinal Corner

JR Centre, Inc.
100 Florsheim Drive

P.O. Box 181  • Anna, IL
(618) 833-4956

Need a Tow?
Call the Pro!

Pro 1 Auto Body
893-2252

Tyler R. Edmonds
Union County

State's Attorney

Terry & Tina Riley • 833-9225
Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064
Your Hometown Store

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

300 Leigh Avenue • Anna IL 62906
(618) 833-8592

COBDen
AutO RePAIR

213 N. Appleknocker
Cobden, IL 62920
893-2102

BuSInESS HOuRS
7:30-5:30 Mon. - Fri.

J.W. Reynolds MeMoRials
We will not be undersold!

517 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(Across from old Bunny Bread Bakery)

(618) 833-6014 • www.nahsi.com
rwebb@nahsi.com • (618) 771-3861

Mulberry Manor
Residential Services for Adults

with Developmental Disabilities
24-Hr. Licensed Nursing Facility

Individually Tailored Array of Services
(618) 833-6012

Walker Funeral 
Homes & Crematory

425 Main St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2637

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating

& Air Conditioning
1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL

(618) 833-5211
"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
201 e. Chestnut st.

anna, iL 62906

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

We
 ca

re about your total body health and wellness.

Ozbourn Chiropractic 
Clinic, S.C.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

618-833-2179

131 W. Chestnut

24 Hour Access
833-3234

Proud to be
partnered with 
Silver Sneakers

Dine-In • Carryout
Delivery

1835 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-2415
www.pizzahut.com

307 E. Davie • Anna, IL 62906
Phone (618) 833-6916 • 833-6816

Fax (618) 833-5562

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies • Home & Garden

Southpass 
Beads & Fibers

Feed your crafting needs.
BEAdS • YArn • SuppLIES

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 12-6 • Sat. 10-5
southpassbeads.etsy.com • Find us on  southpassbeads

203 E. Ash St., Cobden, IL • (618) 893-6170

Main St. • Alto Pass, IL  • 618-893-1634 
Mon. - Fri. 11:30-2 • Sat. & Sun. 11-5

hendrix accounting
Jack W. hendrix, accountant

1155 East Vienna Street, Suite A
P.O. Box 358 • Anna, IL 62906

Office (618) 833-5636
Fax (618) 833-8141

jack@hendrixaccounting.com

First Christian Church
200 Mallard Lane • Anna, IL

618-833-6834
fccanna@frontier.com

fccaj.org
www.facebook.com/groups

Open every day 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
833-7330 • We Deliver

Chris and Alma Nikolic, Owners
"In Rust We Trust"

1000 Leigh Ave. #B • Anna, IL 

We have the best burgers and wings in town

Southern Counseling Services
Children, Adolescents and Adults

Thomas R. Casper LCPC, LPHA
Licensed Clinical professional Counselor

1103 Public Square P.O.Box 257
Jonesboro, IL 62952

Phone: 618-833-8262 Fax: 618-833-6913

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin
Anna, IL 62906 Owner
618-833-5986 jasonm@triplecmeats.com

Licensed & Insured
License # 058-193632

Contractors Lic.
#055-042748

www.stegleplumbing.com
stegle2011@gmail.com

2165 Boyd Road
Anna, IL

(618) 833-PuMP 
(7867)

License # 054-801451 

Anna, Illinois • Owners, Jeremy & Kristen Stegle

Residential and Commercial Plumbing

Septic Tank Pumping
Serving all of Southern Illinois

Healthcare of
Anna Care You Can Trust

315 Brady Mill Rd.
Anna, IL

www.integrityhcc.com
618-833-6343

We provide skilled nursing services
for long and short term stays.

On Sunday, March 19, 
music for the morning wor-
ship service was led by 
evangelist Mark Murphy 

from Selma, Ind. 
The offertory was pro-

vided by Randy Wright.
Heath Brooks, Noah 

Wiseman, Mark Smith and 
Matt Macy served as ush-
ers. 

The morning message, 
“The Blind Beggar,” was 
brought by Rev. Mark Mur-
phy, based on scripture 
from Luke. The message 
discussed the blind beg-
gar’s unwavering faith in 
his time of need. 

Music for the evening 
worship service was led by 
Rev. Mark Murphy. 

Offertory was provided 
by Randy Wright. 

Ushers for the evening 
service were Robert Smith, 
Jacob Wright, Curt Lyerla 
and Terry Wiseman Sr.  

The Sunday evening 
message, “A Healing Mes-
sage,” was brought by Rev. 
Murphy.  Murphy shared 
his personal testimony 
about being healed recently 
from stage 4 colon cancer. 

The sermon was fol-
lowed by an invitation to 
those in the congregation 
with a spiritual or physical 
need to bring their request 

to the Lord for prayer and 
healing.

Birthdays: March 19,  
Tedra Miller; March 22,  
Ginger Morrison, Melanie 
Morrison: March 23, Bob 
Papa; March 24, Ralph 
Wall.

A Good Friday service is 
planned April 14 at 7 p.m., 
featuring Tab Beechler.

April 15 is Graham’s 
Easter egg hunt at 10 a.m.

Easter  services are 
planned April 16 with an 
Easter egg hunt follow-
ing the morning worship 
service.

Sunday School begins at 
9:30 a.m. with classes for 
all ages. Worship services 
are Sunday at 10:35 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. and Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday’s sermon was 
“Living in God’s Amaz-
ing Grace” with the main 
background scripture from 
1 Corinthians.

The message shared that 
“we were born with a price; 
God has given us every-
thing through His grace.  

“Grace provides op-
portunity for salvation, it 
sustains and liberates us 
as we journey through life, 
and through grace, we are 
adopted into the family of 
God.

“As recipients of God’s 
grace, we should not waste 
the opportunities grace 
imparts, we should become 
truly generous persons, and 
we should share the gospel 
of Jesus Christ with all.”

Receiving the offering 
Sunday were LaDonna 
Miller and Brittany Roach. 

The elder for March is 
Sandy Boaz.

Celebrating birthdays 
this week were Jeff Roach 
on  March 19 and Travis 
Rogers on March 22.

Mark and Michaela Boaz 
celebrated their 12th wed-
ding anniversary March 19.

Most of the congrega-
tion members who were 
sick last weekend were 

back in worship Sunday, 
but others were absent due 
to illnesses this week. The 
church wishes all of them a 
speedy recovery.

The Rev. and Mrs. Joe 
Vance, Mr. and Mrs. Rod-
ney Miller and Mr. and Mrs. 

Dwight Boaz attended the 
spring meeting of Covenant 
presbytery Saturday at the 
Bethel CP Church near 
Kevil, Ky.

Worship is Sunday at 
11 a.m. Sunday School is 
at 10 a.m.

New from

Walnut Grove
Church

The interim preacher at 
Walnut Grove United Meth-
odist Church on the second 
and third Sundays in Lent 
was the Rev. April Turner.  

The men’s choir sang 
a special, “Heavenly Sun-
light.” Prayers were re-
quested for Mabel Lan-
dreth, Elizabeth Corbett and 
Kathy Wills and her family.

The church thanked the 
Lord for the new spring 
season and warmer weather.

Rev. Turner’s message 
on both Sundays was from 
Revelation and she called 
it, “The Bride Has Made 
Herself Ready.” She said 
that “as we prepare for Jesus 
to arise and return to us, 
we must redeem ourselves 
to God and give our inner 
selves to him. Our atten-
tion should be focused on 
preparing for Jesus’ return.” 

She also talked about 
the church of Ephesus and 
“how our passion for our 
Lord Jesus must always be 
as true and intense as when 
we first accepted him into 
our heart. We must not let 
our love grow cold.”

The next ladies’ lunch is 
planned Friday, April 7, at 
11:30 a.m. at a location to 
be determined.

Sunday services start at 
9:30 a.m. at 3195 Mountain 
Glen Rd. near Cobden and 
near Route 127.

News from

First Baptist
Church, Cobden

Pastor Ed Falgout’s mes-
sage on Sunday, March 19, 
was titled “A Disconnected 
Society,” with scripture 
from Genesis. The mes-
sage was about “the inau-
guration, civilization and 
the hope of a disconnected 
society.”

Walk 4 Life is occurring 
at the University Mall grand 
court in Carbondale on April 
8. Pledge forms can found at 
pregnancymatters.org.

The Cobden Marching 
Appleknockers have been 
invited to perform at the Na-
tional Memorial Day Parade 
in Washington, D.C., this 
year. To learn how to help 
support the trip, contact the 
church.

Sunday School begins 
at 9 a.m. Sunday morning 
worship service begins at 
10 a.m. Sunday evening 
service begins at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday service begins 
at 6:30 p.m.

News from

Trinity Lutheran
Church, Anna

The pastor’s sermon last 
weekend was titled “For 
True Satisfaction, There is 
Only Christ.” Scripture was 
from Exodus.

The message shared that 
“we can only be truly satis-
fied with Christ, who is our 
bread of life.”

Midweek Lenten ser-
vices are scheduled to start 
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day. Sermons are based on 
the Ten Commandments.              

The Breakfast Bunch 
plans to meet for break-
fast at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 
March 25, at the Carbon-
dale IHOP.        

The church is planning 
a yard sale on Friday and 
Saturday, April 7-8, in the 
fellowship hall. Items (but 
no clothes) will be accepted 
until the day of the sale. 
Proceeds will support mis-
sionary Daniel Conrad.                                                                              

Services are scheduled 
on the first and third Satur-
day of every month at 5:30 
p.m.; and Sunday at 9:15 
a.m. for Bible study and 
10:30 a.m. for Divine Ser-
vice. On Sunday, March 26, 
a Service of Matins from 
the LSB is planned.

On Sunday, March 19, 
Pastor Mike Turner con-
tinued his series, “Malachi:  
Confronting Complacency 
in Marriage, Money and 
Ministry,” with a message 
titled, “Preaching Doesn’t 
Work,” which was based 
on scripture from Malachi. 

Music was directed by 
associate pastor of worship 
Paul Lemon. 

A Titus 2 ladies meeting 
is planned at 9 a.m. Satur-
day, March 25, at Hebrewz.

Anniversaries: Donald 
Sr. and Pat Schlenker, 61 
years on March 25; and  
Larry and Mary Carolyn 
Rendleman, 52 years on 
March 26. 

The schedule for wor-
ship at Jonesboro First Bap-
tist includes three services 
on Sunday at 8:15 a.m., 

10:35 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Men meet for Bible 

study on Mondays at 7 p.m.
Awana for children ages 

4 through 6th grade is from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
days. 

Adult Bible study/prayer 
meeting and youth meeting 
are on Wednesdays from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

Free meal set
Salem Lutheran Church 

in Jonesboro plans to serve 
a free community meal on 
March 29.

Serving is planned from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Pancake brunch
planned at church

A pancake brunch is 
planned March 26 at the 
Apostolic Faith Tabernacle 
in Jonesboro.

Serving begins at 11 
a.m. The menu will include 
pancakes, egg casserole, 
juice, coffee and tea.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Beautiful Home
Congratulations to Jerri 

and Nick Schaefer on re-
storing Havisham House 
in Alto Pass. It is beau-
tiful. They had an open 
house with a Union County 
Chamber of Commerce rib-
bon cutting last Saturday.

Anna Train Depot 
Facts

Jerald Meyer has built a  
miniature reproduction of 
the old Anna Train Depot. 

Jerry did a lot of re-
search before he attempted 
this. The hardest thing was 
to find a picture of the front 
of the depot. 

In his research, he dis-
covered the first depot was 
built in 1852 on East Davie 
St. just east of Main Street. 
The second depot was built 
on W. Vienna Street in 1923 
at a cost of $40,000. It was 
torn down in 1972. 

Other interesting facts 
were the first train was 
in 1854. A telegraph was 
installed in 1855. On Sept. 
15, 1858, Lincoln arrived to 
debate with Douglas. The 
following day, Sept. 16, 
1858, Douglas arrived to a 
large crowd, Union County 
being a Democrat county. 

In 1872, the known 
Thunderbolt Express or 
better known as the “Straw-
berry Express” with refrig-
erated cars carried over 
10,000 bushels of strawber-
ries annually. 

Rober t  Lee  Wi l l i s 
and wife Stella owned the 
hotel across from the Train 
Depot. Stella would meet 
the train with a cart to carry 
luggage to the hotel. It cost 
$1.50 for three meals and 
room. The last ticket agent 
to work was Mildred Mc-
Near after 26 years in 1969. 

The second depot was 
named after a John J. Pel-
ley. A bronze plaque hon-
oring him was removed 
and placed in the garden at 
the Catholic church. The 
number of passenger trains 
a day was 10.

Texas Trip
Patrick and Rachel Stull 

and their dog Chloe visited 
their son Kiefer at Fort 
Hood, Texas. 

Kiefer is in the Army’s 
36th Engineering Brigade. 
A special thanks to Kiefer 
for serving our country. 

While visiting, they 
went to the First Cavalry 

included Everett and Mari-
lyn Feltham. Everett is a 
retired TWA pilot, as is 
Norm.  They did not know 
one another when they were 
flying, but they do have mu-
tual friends. What’s more, 
they both do wood working. 

Other residents of the 
RV Park are brothers Brent 
and Jim Boyd from Michi-
gan. Boyd family trees were 
compared, but no relation-
ship discovered. 

Barb said she really en-
joyed time to work on ge-
nealogy and to read Darrel 
Dexter’s newly edited and 
annotated edition of Dr. 
Sidney Condoni’s Pioneer 
Sketches. 

Barb says it is a remark-
able collection of early 
Union County and South-
ern Illinois history. Norm 
reports that he too enjoyed 
time to read and checked off 
several books based on sto-
ries of airplanes and flying.

Thinking that spring 
weather would surely be 
arriving in Southern Il-
linois, the Bauers returned 
mid-March, just in time to 
run into snow and lingering 
winter cold. Together, folks 
look forward to spring.

VFW
Friday, March 24, is bin-

go at the Illinois Veterans 
Home at 2 p.m. They al-
ways love seeing new faces 
and would love to see you.

On March 26, Peggy will 
be there with Star Karaoke 
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Barbeque 
and chips are available for 
a $4 donation.

There are a few spots 
left for the flea market that 
is being held at the post on 
April 1.

Show
B r e n d a  A l l e n  a n d 

a friend enjoyed dinner 
and the show  “The Shack” 
this weekend.

Celebrating 10 years
Congratulations to Lisa 

Hickam Lowe on the 10th 
anniversary of Enchanted 
Garden Florist in Anna. 

Florida Trip
L i n d a  a n d  D u a n e 

Hileman have returned 

Barbara Adams, Betty Carter, Lois Benson, Bev 
Bolanowski and Amanda Endrizzi recently took two 
days at Gulf Shores, Ala., with Amanda as the tour 
guide. They enjoyed a beach walk, shopping and 
several local eateries.

Barbara Adams, Betty Carter and Lois Benson 
enjoyed a beach walk in Gulf Shores.

Kiefer Stull is in the 
Army’s 36th Engineer-
ing Brigade. A special 
thanks to Kiefer for 
serving our country.

Mary Haffley was hon-
ored for her March birth-
day at the Little Egypt 
Red Hat meeting.

The Common Threads Quilt Guild has donated a 
quilt to the American Cancer Society. Elaine Dunn 
is holding the quilt. She is a member of the Com-
mon Threads Quilt Guild. Each appliquéd block 
features a countryside scene surrounding a barn. 
The dimensions of the bed quilt are 71 inches by 75 
inches. The quilt will be raffled on June 2, with all 
proceeds given to support cancer research. Raffle 
tickets are available from Common Threads Quilt 
Guild members or members of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cobden. The quilt will be on display 
at The Here & Now Shop at 319 S. Main St., the new 
quilt shop in downtown Anna.

Diadra McEnelly and 
her son Jay are shown 
with the cloth flamingo 
she made for the recent 
Anna Art Center auction. 
Diadra’s flamingo can be 
seen at the new fabric 
store, The Here & Now 
Shop at 319 S. Main St. 
in downtown Anna.

F a t h e r  F e d e r i c o 
Higuera gave a blessing 
on the Havisham House 
Saturday morning.

Congratulations to Jerri and Nick Schaefer on 
restoring the Havisham House in Alto Pass. Bonni 
Littleton, from the Union County Chamber of Com-
merce, welcomed them.

Jerald Meyer built a miniature reproduction of 
the old Anna train station.

Last Sunday was Youth Sunday at the United 
Methodist Church of Anna. The youth led and 
helped Rev. Carl Johnston with the service. Thanks 
to these future leaders of the church, left to right, 
Olivia Bono, Leah Goins, Emily Belcher, Katie 
Turner, Jessie Riley, Angel Wiseman, Anthony 
Wiseman and Brinley Corbit.

Collin Boyd was hon-
ored with a 75th birth-
day celebration hosted 
by Norm and Barb Bau-
er in their RV in Florida.

Jane Boyd Gimbel was honored with an 80th 
birthday dinner in Jacksonville, Fla. Present to 
help her celebrate were Jane’s son-in-law Gil and 
Georgia Gimbel of Jacksonville, Norm and Barbara 
(Jane’s sister), Bauer, Anna, Collin (Jane’s brother) 
and Alice Boyd from Anna and River Ranch, Fla. 
Jane expressed her gratitude to all family and 
friends who sent cards and best wishes for her 
milestone birthday.

Tom and Shari Swee-
ny-Sadowski, daughter 
Anna Button and her 
son Miles visited from 
Austin. They picked up 
their other grandson, 
Jackson Ketner and 
went to Castle Park in 
Carbondale to play. 
They also went to the 
Anna City Park one af-
ternoon. It was good to 
see them all.

museum on base and saw 
the vehicles, tanks and he-
licopters. In the engineering 
brigade  they run dozers, 
backhoes, etc. and drive 
Humvees.

Historical Society
Judy Travelstead re-

ported the Union County 
Historical and Genealogy 
Society has purchased the 
Cobden Medical/Clinic 
Building at 103 North Ap-
pleknocker in Cobden. 

The Union County Mu-
seum and the Resale Shop 
will remain in the DuBois 
Building. 

Since the Historical 
Society moved into the 
DuBois Building in 2006, 
donations of photos, ar-
tifacts, newspapers, dia-
ries, school records, family 
memorabilia, etc. have been 
overwhelming. 

There was not sufficient 
space to adequately accom-
modate these important 
documents and at the same 
time make them available 
to the public for research. 

This building with its 
concrete floors, multiple 
rooms and two large meet-
ing areas will provide the 
additional space needed by 
the society.

Florida Trip
Norm and Barb Bauer 

reported an enjoyable motor 
home trip to River Ranch, 
Fla., where they were next-
door neighbors to her broth-
er, Collin and Alice Boyd. 

Collin and Alice have 
been winter residents at 
River Ranch for some 25 
years and enjoyed sharing 
area sites and local events 
with the Bauers. 

The Bauers hosted birth-
day cake and ice cream 
to celebrate Collin’s 75th 
birthday. 

The Boyds and the Bau-
ers drove to Jacksonville, 
Fla., to visit Collin and 
Barbara’s sister Jane Boyd 
Gimbel. They helped to cel-
ebrate with Jane on the oc-
casion of her 80th birthday. 

In addition to the mild 
weather, the Bauers enjoyed 
activities and new friends 
in the River Ranch Resort 
community. 

The Boyds’ neighbors 

from a vacation to Orlando, 
Fla., area. They also got to 
have dinner with Bill and 
Sandy Miller. Bill taught at 
the junior high with Duane, 
and visited Pam and Larry 
Miles. 

Fifth Anniversary
Nathan and Jill Betts cel-

ebrated their fifth wedding 
anniversary March 17.  

Rendezvous
James Trambley and 

Cheyenne attended the 
Eastern Ozark Rendezvous 
near Marble Hill, Mo.

Birthday Celebration
Matt and Vickie Sadler 

celebrated Matt’s birthday 
at the home of Misty and 
Matthew Sadler and fam-
ily with pizza and cake 
March 15.

Gospel Singing
Nancy Ragain, Mary 

Light, Doris Johnson and 
Karen Davis enjoyed a trip 
to Marion and praising the 
Lord with The McKamey’s, 
Brian Free, Assurance and 
The Truth Seekers.

Histor ic  Kornthal  
Church

There was a large num-
ber that attended the service 
at historic Kornthal Church 
Thursday night. On Palm 
Sunday, there will be a ser-
vice at 2 p.m.

Women’s Club Meet-
ing

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Women’s Club will meet at 

the Shawnee Community 
College Extension in Anna 
for a program by Shawn-
na Rhine from WIBH. 
The theme is End Child 
Abuse, Blue Ribbon Cam-
paign. 

Hostesses will be Suzie 
Kessler and Debbie Ross-
berg. The devotion will be 
given by Clara Nell Butler, 
Current events by Mary 
Light.

Enjoying The Gazette 
Democrat 

Barbara Bauer said she 
and Alice Boyd  agonized 
together waiting for The 
Gazette-Democrat to ar-
rive while enjoying a visit 
to Florida. It takes so long 
and was often a week or 
more late.  Barbara said it 
is amazing how people look 
forward to Anna news. 

I really appreciate hear-
ing those words because 
sometime it is stressful try-
ing to meet the deadline for 
the paper. I turn in news for 
one week and I start work-
ing on the next week. 

I really appreciate news 
everyone gives me. I love 
writing about people’s trips, 

guests and celebrations. 
Making the paper come 

together each week is a 
team effort for the staff 
and I will say The Gazette-
Democrat can be proud of 
having that and many years 
of working hard so people 
can enjoy what is happen-
ing in our community all 
over the world.

Christian Motorcyclist 
Association

Blood Bought Bikers, a
(Continued on next page) 
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local chapter of the 
Christian Motorcyclists 
Association, plans to host an 
annual Mystery Meal fund-
raiser on Saturday, March 
25, at the Anna Heights 
Baptist Church family life 
center at 100 Turner Avenue 
in Anna. 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
The meal will be served at 
6 p.m. Suggested donation 
of $12 per person with all 
proceeds going to the Anna 
Heights mission project, 
Run for the Son. 

This year’s theme is 
Laugh In. The program will 
be a family friendly, G-rated 
version of the popular tele-
vision show. This event is 
not just for motorcycle rid-
ers. Everyone is welcome.

Hosting Simulcast
On April 8, Anna Heights 

Baptist Church plans to host 
Priscilla Shirer via a live 
simulcast from Tulsa, Ok. 
Doors open at 8:30 a.m. and 
the sessions will end about 
4:30 p.m. 

This women’s confer-
ence will feature music by 
Tony Evans, prayer time, 
and sessions led by Pris-
cilla Shirer. Priscilla was the 
main character in the movie 
War Room. 

Tickets are $15 each, 
which includes lunch. Seat-
ing is limited. To order 
tickets, go to ahbctickets@
gmail.com. Give your 
name, mailing address and 
the number of tickets re-
quested. Your request will 
be confirmed via email, 
and tickets will be mailed 
as soon as payment is re-
ceived. Make checks pay-
able to Anna Heights Bap-
tist Church and mail to 100 
Turner Avenue, Anna, IL 
62906.

Anna Arts Center
March 25 will be teen 

night. All teens from 13 
years old through high 

school with music, dance,  
art, games, ping pong com-
petitions, air hockey and 
futs-ball games, movies 
and more. Teens bring your 
favorite 2-liter soda or juice 
and munchies or cookies to 
share.

Anna-Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club

Jane Bauer and Lillian 
Milam  attended the district 
board meeting at Jackie 
Hancock’s home in Marion. 

The district convention 
will be March 27 at 8:30 
a.m. at Kokopelli Golf 
Clubhouse and Restaurant 
in Marion. The ladies are 
filling a basket with items 
from women of the past for 
a raffle.        

A-JCHS Class of 1964
The A-J class of 1964 

is having an informal class 
dinner at the Moose Lodge 
in Anna Saturday, March 25 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Sew & So April Fibers 
Exhibit

The Little Egypt Art As-
sociation downtown Marion 
on the square will have 
an exhibit of fiber, quilted 
works, paintings and photos 
of quilts, shawls and af-
ghans April 4-28. Pick up is 
May 1 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

The church family was 
blessed to have the youth 
in the church help lead the 
church service. 

Call to worship was 
by Brinley Corbit from 
Psalms. Leading the sing-
ing was Jessi Riley. Special 
offering prayer was by An-
thony Wiseman. Special mu-
sic was by Brinley Corbit, 
Jessie Riley, Leah Goins, 
Angel Wiseman, Anthony 
Wiseman, Katie Turner, Em-
ily Belcher and Olivia Bono.

Rev. Carl Johnston’s ser-
mon was “Jesus is the Gate” 
with scripture reading from 

John. The youth helped with 
the sermon, telling of Jesus 
healing powers. 

A special mission offer-
ing was taken by the youth.  
Other children in the church 
joined in helping with the 
offering. The offering will 
go to St. Jude Children’s 
Hospital. 

The youth had picked the 
morning songs. Chris Foster 
told about Loaves and Fish-
es and that the men would 
be cooking the meal this 
week. Chris met Pastor Ste-
phen Guined  from Connect 
Point church and told how 
the churches were working 
together to feed the hungry 
in the community.

After church, everyone 
gathered in the fellowship 
room for snacks. 

Monday yoga meets at 
5 p.m. Tuesday Bible study 
is at 1 p.m. Wednesday at 7 
a.m. is men’s Bible study. 
Tai chi at 5 p.m. Choir prac-
tice is at 6:30 p.m. Thursday 
at 6 p.m. is Lenten Bible 
study.

On April 1, a one-day 
discipleship event is planned 
for children in first through 
fifth grades. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Please see Pastor Carl if you 
are interested.

State Retirees Meeting

THURSDAY MARCH 23, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams 2017 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

(5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams MLB Spring
Train ing Los An -
geles Dodg ers
vs Texas Rang -
ers (Live) (HD)

(:15) 2017 NCAA 
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Un der cover “Rab bit” (5:00) “Pale
Rider” (‘85)

aac “Se cret
in Their Eyes”
(‘15) Daugh ter
mur dered.

:30 Good Luck To night

7 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

MasterChef Ju -
nior (HD)

Super store Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Stuck Mid. “Mad Max: Fury 
Road” (‘15) So -
cial col lapse. (R) 
(HD)

“Hellboy II: The 
Golden Army”
An in vin ci ble
army.

:30 Pow er less Good Luck

8 PM (:01) Scan dal
(HD)

(:01) Kick ing &
Scream ing

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Tan gled: The
Se ries

Bil lions “Cur -
rency” (HD):30 2017 NCAA

Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

(:45) 2017 NCAA 
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)9 PM The Catch (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Black list: Re -

demp tion
Base ball To night 
(HD)

Col ony “Lost
Boy” (HD)

BUNK’D Big Lit tle Lies
(HD)

aac “The
Other Side of
the Door” (‘16)

Home land “Sock
Pup pets”:30 BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

(:02) Law & Or -
der: SVU

Jessie (HD) Crash ing Gig o los

:30 (:35) Jimmy
Kimmel (HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Jessie (HD) UConn (HD) “Constantine”
(‘05) The son of
Sa tan.

Dark Net

11 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter with 
Scott

(:02) Law & Or -
der: SVU

Girl World “Cries from
Syria” (‘17)

The Cir cus

:30 Night line Late Show Late Night In side (Live) Best Frnds Bil lions (HD)

FRIDAY MARCH 24, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams 2017 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

(5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NCAA Women’s
Tour na ment
(Live) (HD)

(:15) 2017 NCAA 
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Mod Fam ily Tan gled “Mid night” (5:00)
“U.N.C.L.E.” (‘15)

(4:45) “Spy
Game” (‘01):30 Mod Fam ily Tan gled VICE (HD)

7 PM Man Stand. Rose wood Crime
scene.

Grimm (HD) Mod Fam ily Stuck Mid. “The Big
Lebowski” (‘98) 
Mis taken iden -
tity. (R) (HD)

“Me chanic:
Res ur rec tion”
(‘16) (HD)

“Tri ple 9” (‘16)
Rookie cop must 
stop Rus sian
Ma fia.

:30 Dr. Ken Mod Fam ily “Pup Star” (‘16) 
Sing ing com pe ti -
tion.8 PM Shark Tank (HD) (:01) Sleepy Hol -

low (HD)
Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Up date (HD) Mod Fam ily

:30 2017 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

NCAA Women’s
Tour na ment
(Live) (HD)

(:45) 2017 NCAA 
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Mod Fam ily “Eraser” (‘96)
Agent pro tects a 
gov ern ment wit -
ness.9 PM 20/20 In ves ti ga -

tive news.
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Mod Fam ily Tan gled Real Time w/Bill
Maher

“Born to Be
Blue” (‘16) Chet 
Baker. (R):30 Mod Fam ily Stuck Mid.

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Mod Fam ily Liv Maddie VICE (HD)

:30 (:35) Jimmy
Kimmel (HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Mod Fam ily BUNK’D An i mals (:35) “The
Bourne Ul ti ma -
tum” (‘07)

(:45) Bil lions
“Cur rency”11 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Law & Or der:

SVU (HD)
Liv Maddie Real Time w/Bill

Maher:30 Night line Late Show Late Night In side (Live) Liv Maddie The Cir cus

THURSDAY
7:00pm

FOX MasterChef Ju nior “Pie-Eyed” Guest
judge Rich ard Blais joins to watch the top 12
ju nior chefs team up in groups of three to
make as many pies as pos si ble in 10 min utes.
TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
NBC Chi cago Med “Ex treme Mea sures”
Med i cal per son nel tend to a vic tim in crit i cal
con di tion fol low ing a car ac ci dent at the Chi -
cago Mar a thon; April’s brother per forms a
com plex pro ce dure. TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

MAX Me chanic: Res ur rec tion aac (2016,
Ac tion) Ja son Statham, Tommy Lee Jones. Ar -
thur Bishop is forced to turn back to the life
that he left be hind as he must com plete three
seem ingly im pos si ble as sas si na tions. R (HD)

8:01pm
FOX Sleepy Hol low “To mor row” The team
gets a se ri ous look into the dystopian world
that could be if Dreyfuss co mes into power;
the group dis cov ers more in for ma tion about
Lara. TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
NBC De spi ca ble Me 2 aaac (2013, Com -
edy) Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig. Crim i nal mas -
ter mind Gru has been rais ing the girls un til he
is re cruited by an anti-vil lain league to help
them hunt down a ne far i ous super-crim i nal.
PG TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
DISN Find ing Nemo aaac (2003, Fam ily)
Al bert Brooks, Al ex an der Gould. A clown fish
trav els with his for get ful friend in or der to find
his only son, who has been cap tured by a
scuba diver and sent to live in a fish tank. 
G TVG

SATURDAYSATURDAY MARCH 25, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Women’s
“Stockton Re -
gional Semi fi nal”

NCAA
Bask.Tour na -
ment “Teams
TBA”

Chrisley (HD) Stuck Mid. “Mi nor ity Re -
port” (‘02)

(5:00) “Leather-
heads” (‘08)

Box ing “Linares
vs. Crolla”:30 Chrisley (HD) Liv Maddie

7 PM aaa “Over
the Hedge”
(‘06) Raid ing the 
sub urbs. (HD)

Ran som “The
Cas tle” (HD)

Shots Fired Stu -
dent killed.

“De spi ca ble Me 
2” (‘13) Steve
Carell. Hunt for
crim i nal.

Chrisley (HD) Un der cover “In de pend ence
Day: Re sur -
gence” Sec ond
in va sion.

“Ocean’s Thir -
teen” (‘07,
Crime) Crew
gets re venge.
(HD)

Per fect in ‘76

:30 Sports (HD) 2017 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Chrisley (HD) Bizaardvark

8 PM To Be An -
nounced

Em pire “Sound &
Fury” (HD)

30 for 30 “The
U” (HD)

Chrisley (HD) aaac “Find -
ing Nemo” (‘03) 
A miss ing fish.

“Amer i can Ji -
had” Home -
grown Jihadism.:30 Chrisley (HD)

9 PM To Be An -
nounced

48 Hours Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Sat ur day Night
Live (HD)

Chrisley (HD) aaa “Live
Free or Die
Hard” (‘07)
NYPD de tec tive.
(HD)

“Mi chael Clay -
ton” (‘07) A law -
yer en coun ters
cor rup tion.

:30 Chrisley (HD) Un der cover Bil lions “Cur -
rency” (HD)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal pro gram -
ming in for ma -
tion.

Kick ing &
Scream ing (HD)

Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

In side (Live) Col ony “Lost
Boy” (HD)

Bizaardvark

:30 (:29) Sat ur day
Night Live
Sketch com edy.

A. Tribeca (:45) Mickey “Amer i can Ji -
had” Home -
grown Jihadism.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

“The Lego
Movie” (‘14)

NCIS: Los An -
geles “Tuhon”

Liv Maddie Lomachenko “Me chanic: Res -
ur rec tion”:30 Liv Maddie Gumbel (HD)

MONDAY MARCH 27, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NCAA Women’s
Tour na ment
(Live) (HD)

Fam ily Guy Mod Fam ily Un der cover aac “Mama” “Chang ing
Lanes” (‘02)

“Fur nace”

:30 Fam ily Guy Mod Fam ily Good Luck To night The Cir cus

7 PM Danc ing with the 
Stars (HD)

Big Bang 24: Leg acy (HD) The Voice “Bat -
tles, Part 3” (HD)

Fam ily Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

Stuck Mid. (:10) “Cen tral
In tel li gence”
(‘16) Un likely
part ners.

“Trapped” (‘02)
A child is kid -
napped (R)

Home land (HD)

:30 Kevin Wait Fam ily Guy Good Luck

8 PM Su pe rior (:01) APB “Fuel ing 
Fires”

NCAA Women’s
Tour na ment
(Live) (HD)

Fam ily Guy Liv Maddie Bil lions “In dian
Four” (HD):30 In doors Fam ily Guy Liv Maddie “The Bourne

Ul ti ma tum”
(‘07) Am ne siac
as sas sin.9 PM (:01) Quantico

(HD)
Scor pion (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Taken (HD) Am. Dad BUNK’D “Rock and a

Hard Place”
(‘17) (HD)

Home land (HD)

:30 Am. Dad BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan (HD) (:05) Fri day Night
Tykes

Jessie (HD) Bil lions “In dian
Four” (HD):30 (:35) Jimmy

Kimmel (HD)
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Jessie (HD) Big Lit tle Lies
(HD)

(:45) aa “Ma -
raud ers” (‘16)
Bank heists.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter with 

Scott
Seinfeld Chrisley Girl World The Cir cus

:30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Conan (HD) Chrisley Best Frnds “Within” (R) “Tri ple 9”

TUESDAY MARCH 28, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2017 NIT Bas -
ket ball Tour.
“Semi fi nal #1”
(Live) (HD)

Seinfeld Chrisley Un der cover Real Time (5:00) a “Ho lo -
grams” (‘15)

“Bronx Tale”

:30 Seinfeld Chrisley Good Luck To night “Amer i can Ji -
had” (‘17, Doc u -
men tary)7 PM The Mid dle NCIS “The Wall”

(HD)
New Girl The Voice (HD) Big Bang WWE

SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

Stuck Mid. “The Boss”
(‘16) Strug gling
mo gul. (HD)

“Dumb and
Dumber” (‘94)
Jim Carrey.:30 House wife The Mick Big Bang Good Luck

8 PM House wife Bull “Name
Game” (HD)

(:01) Bones (HD) Trial (HD) 2017 NIT Bas -
ket ball Tour na -
ment “Semi fi nal
#2” (Live) (HD)

Big Bang Liv Maddie Bil lions “In dian
Four” (HD):30 Fresh Off Trial (HD) Big Bang Liv Maddie First Look (:50) “Amer i can 

Pie” (‘99, Com -
edy) Les sons in
love.9 PM Peo ple Icons

(HD)
NCIS: New Or -
leans (HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

The De tour Chrisley BUNK’D Girls (HD) Home land (HD)

:30 Big Bang Chrisley BUNK’D Crash ing

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan (HD) Mod Fam ily Jessie (HD) “Child 44” (‘15)
So viet po lice
look for child
killer. (HD)

“The Hate ful
Eight” (‘15)
Group’s de cep -
tion. (R) (HD)

:30 (:35) Jimmy
Kimmel (HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
with Scott Van
Pelt (HD)

Mod Fam ily Jessie (HD) aaac “Spy”
(‘15) CIA an a -
lyst. (R) (HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams The De tour Mod Fam ily Girl World

:30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Conan (HD) Mod Fam ily Best Frnds

WEDNESDAY MARCH 29, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams High School
Bas ket ball (Live) 
(HD)

Seinfeld NCIS “Seek”
(HD)

Un der cover “The Visit” (4:55) “Con-
stantine” (‘05)

(:15) ac “Meet
the Browns”
(‘08) Fam ily dis -
cov ered.

:30 Seinfeld Good Luck To night

7 PM Goldbergs Sur vi vor “Dirty
Deed” (HD)

Shots Fired (HD) Blindspot “So -
los” (HD)

Big Bang NCIS “Squall”
(HD)

Stuck Mid. “The Leg end of 
Tar zan” (‘16)
Back to Congo.
(HD)

aaa “Trem -
ors” (‘90) Worms 
at tack town.:30 Imag i nary Big Bang Good Luck

8 PM Mod Fam ily Crim i nal Minds
(HD)

Em pire “Play
On” (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

NBA Count Big Bang NCIS “Chas ing
Ghosts”

Liv Maddie a “Fifty Shades 
of Black” (‘16)
(R) (HD):30 black-ish NBA Bas ket ball

Golden State
War riors at San
An to nio Spurs
(Live)

Big Bang Liv Maddie (:40) “Me -
chanic: Res ur -
rec tion” (‘16)9 PM Des ig nated Sur vi -

vor (HD)
Crim i nal Minds:
Bor ders

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big Bang NCIS “Berlin”
(HD)

BUNK’D UConn (HD)

:30 Fron tal (HD) BUNK’D Big Lit tle Lies
(HD)

(:35) SXSW
Com edy with
Natasha (HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan (HD) Mod Fam ily Jessie (HD) (:20) “MI-5” (‘15) 

Ex-MI5 agent
brought back to
help.

:30 (:35) Jimmy
Kimmel (HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Jessie (HD) aaa “Old
School” (‘03)
Wacky fra ter nity.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter with 

Scott
Seinfeld Mod Fam ily Girl World “Love the Coo -

pers” (‘15):30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Conan (HD) Mod Fam ily Best Frnds

SUNDAY
7:30pm

FOX Mak ing His tory “Chadwick’s An gels”
The group jour neys back to the 1990s to let
Dan try to ac com plish his child hood dream of
con quer ing the “Belly bust er” ice cream sun -
dae. TV14 (HD)

9:00pm
NBC Shades of Blue “Daddy’s Girl” Harlee
in ves ti gates the al le ga tions of Julia’s role with
the ma fia; Wozniak is con fronted with a drug
case, which forces him to face his past de -
mons. TV14 (HD)

MONDAY
9:00pm

CBS Scor pion An off beat high-tech prod igy
and his team of in tel lec tual out sid ers be come
Home land Se cu rity’s lat est think tank as they
brain storm how to elim i nate threats. TV14 (HD)

10:05pm
USA Fri day Night Tykes Cam eras fol low 8-
and 9-year-old mem bers of the Texas Youth
Foot ball As so ci a tion, who strive to be come
the best at their sport. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
CBS Bull “Name Game” Bull puts much at
risk as he helps thou sands of peo ple or ga nize
a class ac tion law suit against a bank, but
some of Benny’s ac tions cause dam age to the
case. TV14 (HD)

9:31pm
USA Chrisley Knows Best “Mov ing On” Sa -
van nah tries to com fort her youn ger brother by 
ar rang ing a fi nal week end with his friends;
Chase and one of his clos est friends carry out
a sur pris ing scheme. TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
HBO The Leg end of Tar zan aaa (2016,
Ac tion) Al ex an der Skarsgård, Sam uel L. Jack -
son. Sev eral years af ter Tar zan left the jun gle
with his wife Jane, he must travel back to the
Congo in or der to serve as a trade em is sary of
Par lia ment. PG-13 (HD)

8:40pm
MAX Me chanic: Res ur rec tion aac (2016,
Ac tion) Ja son Statham, Tommy Lee Jones. Ar -
thur Bishop is forced to turn back to the life
that he left be hind as he must com plete three
seem ingly im pos si ble as sas si na tions. R (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MARCH 26, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Fun ni est Home
Vid eos (HD)

60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons Lit tle Big Shots
(HD)

Sports (HD) 2 Broke (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Stuck Mid. “In de pend ence
Day: Re sur -
gence” Sec ond
in va sion.

(5:00) “Con-
stantine” (‘05)

Bil lions “Cur -
rency” (HD):30 Bob’s Bur gers

(HD)
NCAA Women’s
“Oklahoma City
Re gional Fi nal”
(T) (HD)

2 Broke (HD) Liv Maddie

7 PM Once Upon a
Time (HD)

NCIS: Los An -
geles “767"

Lit tle Big Shots
(HD)

2 Broke (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Un der cover aaa “Gone
in 60 Sec onds”
(‘00) A 50-car
con tract. (HD)

The Cir cus

:30 His tory (HD) Big Bang Bizaardvark The Cir cus

8 PM Time Af ter Time
(HD)

Madam Sec re -
tary (HD)

Fam ily Guy Chi cago Jus tice
(HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

aac “Wiz ards
of Waverly
Place” (‘09) (HD)

Big Lit tle Lies
(HD)

Home land (HD)

:30 Last Man NFL’s Game Big Bang

9 PM Amer i can Crime
(HD)

El e men tary Trea -
sure map.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal pro gram -
ming in for ma -
tion.

Shades of Blue
(HD)

30 for 30 “Rand
Uni ver sity”

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Girls (HD) “Lights Out”
(‘16) Dan ger for
fam ily. (HD)

Bil lions “In dian
Four” (HD):30 Big Bang Un der cover Crash ing

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Fron tal (HD) Mod Fam ily Bizaardvark VICE Syr ian
ceasefire. (HD)

Bil lions “In dian
Four” (HD):30 The De tour Mod Fam ily (:45) Mickey (:25) “Trem ors”

(‘90) Worms at -
tack town.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC
(HD)

aaa “An -
chor man” (‘04)

Mod Fam ily Girl World Big Lit tle Lies
(HD)

The Cir cus

:30 Sports (HD) Mod Fam ily Best Frnds Home land

A F S C M E  R e t i r e e s 
Chapter 90 nominations 
and election of officers are 
set March 28 at 1 p.m. at 
the Anna Heights Baptist 
Church at 100 Turner Ave. 
in Anna.

AFSCME retirees meet  
on the fourth Tuesday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at Anna 
Heights Baptist Church. 
They encourage other state 
retirees to join them.

“The Sound of Music”
Students at A-JCHS are 

getting ready to perform 
the musical “The Sound of 
Music” March  31, April 1 
and 2. You can buy a special 
ticket at the school office or 
that night at the door.   

Red Hats
The Little Egypt Red 

Hat Ladies meet the third 
Wednesday of the month 
at 11 a.m. Bring a gift if 
you would like to be in the 
gift exchange. The ladies 
are always looking for new 
people to come join them 
so bring a friend. The April 
meeting will be at Pizza Hut 
in Anna.

Anna Eastern Star
The Anna Eastern Star 

meetings are the first and 
third Thursday of each 
month. Refreshments are 
at 6:30 p.m. with the meet-
ing starting at 7:30 p.m. at 

the Masonic Lodge in the 
Anna Park.

Spark Ministries
Nondenominat ional 

church meets at the old 
McClure grade school at 11 
a.m. Sunday mornings.

April is National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month

The annual Blue Rib-
bons for Kids Union Coun-
ty Proclamation Day is 
planned March 31 at 9 a.m. 
at the Union County Court-
house in Jonesboro. 

Proclamation Day is an 
important recognition that 
we all stand together to end 
child abuse in our county. 

If you have any ques-
tions, call Shawnna at 
WIBH Radio station 833-
9434, extension 301, or 
email shawnnarhine@gnail.
com.  

Birthday Celebrations
If you would like your 

birthday and how you cel-
ebrated in the paper, email 
me or give me a call. Leave 
a message on my answering 
machine if I am not home.

Free Community Din-
ners 

Serving free hot meals 
every Thursday to the com-
munity at Harvest Church 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ev-
eryone is welcome.

The free community meal 

at Salem Lutheran Church 
is on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
There will be free food, 
desserts and some personal 
items available for anyone 
who needs them. Everyone 
is welcome.

Connect Point Church
The church delivers food 

to homes Saturday morn-
ings at 10 a.m.

Military Prayer List
Please send me a name if 

you want them in the mili-
tary prayer list. If you have 
a loved one in the service 
email, call or mail their 
name to me. Also if they are 
not in the service anymore, 
please let me know. 

Lukas W. Davis,  Kiefer 
Stull, Garrett Goins, David 
Jorden Glasco, Ryan Hamp-
ton, Brittany Michelle 
Lence, Killian Jesse , Molly 
Noyes, CJ Youngerman, 
Freddy Morse, Reagan 
Morrison, Josh Steveson, 
Josh Williams, Faith Odom, 
Tommy Goff and family Ja-
nette, Jamison and Kaylynn, 
Creighton Laster, Brandon 
Eaker, Jim Bonner, Jacob 
Schaefer, Jerod Schae-
fer, Jennifer Ann Bishop, 
Robert Jr. McMeely, James 
McWhorter, Arin White-
mountain. Please keep them 
in your prayers.

Anna-Jo Garden Club
meeting held March 14

The Anna-Jo Garden 
Club met March 14 at the 
United Methodist Church 
in Anna.

The meeting was called 
to order by club president 
Shari Sweeney-Sadowski. 

The pledges to the flags 
were said and attendance 
was taken. 

A treasurer’s report was 
given by club treasurer Deb-
bie McKibben. 

Correspondence includ-
ed notices about the Chi-
cago Garden Show and the 
Illinois Garden Clubs state 
meeting which are both in 
March.

Hostesses for the meeting 
included Minnie Ahrendt, 
Opal Ulrich, Jeanan Ulrich, 
Paula England and JoAnn 
Lambert. 

Visitors included Katrina 
Craft from the Boy Scouts 
and Wayne Skogland. 

Minnie Ahrendt gave a 
horticulture tip, which was 
a recipe for new potting 
medium. 

Birthdays of club mem-
bers were noted.

Business related to the 
District VII annual spring 
meeting was updated by 
Susan Sherwood. 

The city planters have 
been planted with spring 
bulbs and the city has been 
contacted about the possibil-
ity of cutting or trimming the 
cedar trees that are growing 
up against the shelter at 
Hindman Park in Anna. 

A program about Anna-
belle propagation was given 
by club past president Linda 
Karraker.

The club’s next meet-
ing is set for 1 p.m. April 
11 at the United Methodist 
Church in Anna.

Rising Up for
Change Coalition
planning event

The Fellowship House 
Rising Up for Change Coali-
tion plans to hold an event 
called “Overlooking The 
Obvious” at Anna Heights 
Baptist Church in Anna on 
Sunday, April 2, from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. The event is open 
to adults 21 years or older. 

“Overlooking The Ob-
vious” is intended to help 
adults look at the obvious 
places where alcohol and 
other substances are often 
hidden and to give the signs 
and symptoms of possible 
usage and problems to help  
youth.

For more information 
about the event, call Teresa 
Goddard or Mandy Hazel at 
833-4460. 

The next Rising Up for 
Change Coalition meeting 
is planned Thursday, March 
23, at 10 a.m. at the Preven-
tion Office at 507 Freeman 
St. in Anna.  

David and
Bonnie Hogue

David and Bonnie Hogue 
of rural Vienna are celebrat-
ing their 50th anniversary.

David and Bonnie’s chil-
dren, Michael (Heather) 
and Michele (Tim), invite 
everyone to a come-and-go 
reception which is planned 
in their parents’ honor.

The reception is planned 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, April 1, at the Harvest 
Church of Southern Illinois, 
which is located at 602 E. 
Davie St. in Anna. 

The couple requests no 
gifts.

Hogues wed
for 50 years
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Turn Ballot Over To Continue Voting 

OFFICIAL BALLOT
CONSOLIDATED ELECTION

APRIL 4, 2017

       
     Terry Bartruff, County Clerk & Recorder

Judges Initials __________

UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
To vote, darken the oval to the LEFT of your choice, like this  .  To cast a write-in vote, darken the oval to the LEFT of the 
blank space provided and write the candidates name in that space.  For specific information, refer to the card of instruction 
posted in the voting booth.  If you tear, spoil, deface or erroneously mark this ballot, return it to the election judge and obtain 
another.

MUNICIPAL

KEN BLANDFORD  

 CITY OF JONESBORO 
  

FOR MAYOR
(Vote for ONE)

BARBARA A CASPER  

FOR CITY CLERK
(Vote for ONE)

SHELLY PENDER  

FOR CITY TREASURER
(Vote for ONE)

BART HILEMAN  

CITY OF JONESBORO
 

FOR ALDERMAN
WARD ONE

(Vote for ONE)

LANCE M MEISENHEIMER  

CITY OF JONESBORO
 

FOR ALDERMAN
WARD TWO

(Vote for ONE)

KENNETH P CARLSON  

CITY OF JONESBORO
 

FOR ALDERMAN
WARD THREE
(Vote for ONE)

SCOTT TRIPP  

VILLAGE OF ALTO PASS
  

FOR VILLAGE PRESIDENT
(Vote for ONE)

NO CANDIDATE  

FOR VILLAGE TREASURER
VOTE FOR AN UNEXPIRED 2-YEAR TERM

(Vote for ONE)

KATRINA RENZAGLIA
JULIE GUMBART-BUCK
STEVEN GRIMMER

FOR VILLAGE TRUSTEE 
(Vote for not more than THREE)

JOEL MURRAY
MILA MARING

FOR VILLAGE TRUSTEE
TO SERVE AN UNEXPIRED 2-YEAR TERM 

(Vote for not more than THREE)

KELLI ELLIS  

FOR VILLAGE CLERK
(Vote for ONE)

PAUL Z TOMAZZOLI  

VILLAGE OF COBDEN
  

FOR VILLAGE PRESIDENT
(Vote for ONE)

KAREN M WINZENBURGER  

FOR VILLAGE CLERK
(Vote for ONE)

DAVID A STEWART  
JEAN BRITT  
AUSTIN JAMES DEAN SELLARS  
JESSE SPENCER  

FOR VILLAGE TRUSTEE
(Vote for not more than THREE)

GREG CORZINE  

VILLAGE OF DONGOLA
  

FOR VILLAGE PRESIDENT
(Vote for ONE)

LEONARD TEMKE  
LEONARD BESZCZYNSKI  

FOR VILLAGE TRUSTEE
(Vote for not more than THREE)

FRONT Card 1 RptPct 999999-9999  "PUBLICATION" 

Turn Ballot Over To Continue Voting 

LIBRARY

BRENDA HOGUE  
CAROL REEVES  
NANCY JO SCHMIDT  

DONGOLA LIBRARY DISTRICT
  

FOR LIBRARY TRUSTEE
TO SERVE A FULL 6-YEAR TERM 

(Vote for not more than THREE)

NO CANDIDATE  
Write-in 

Write-in 

STINSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY DISTRICT
  

FOR LIBRARY TRUSTEE
TO SERVE A FULL 6-YEAR TERM

(Vote for not more than TWO)

EDUCATIONAL SERVICE REGION

ROGER PFISTER  (JACKSON COUNTY)

GENEVA ELAINE BONIFIELD  (UNION COUNTY)

LARRY HOUSTON  (ALEXANDER COUNTY)

MICHAEL REIMAN  (JACKSON COUNTY)

LILLIAN MILAM  (UNION COUNTY)

DEAN L. ROGAN, SR.  (PULASKI COUNTY)

REGIONAL BOARD
  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL 
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES 

(ALEXANDER, JACKSON, PERRY, PULASKI & UNION COUNTIES 
(Vote for not more than SEVEN)

LOUIS I. PARKER  (JOHNSON COUNTY)

WESLEY D. LEHMAN  (WILLIAMSON COUNTY)

DAVID E. GOSS  (FRANKLIN COUNTY)

SHAWN TUTHILL  (WILLIAMSON COUNTY)

REGIONAL BOARD
  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE REGIONAL 
BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES 

(FRANKLIN, JOHNSON, MASSAC & WILLIAMSON COUNTIES) 
(Vote for not more than SEVEN)

SCHOOL

JON MATT HOUSEMAN  
THOMAS CORBIT  
DAWN M TURNER  

LICK CREEK COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL

DISTRICT NO.16
  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR THREE) 

ELAINE RAY  
LORI FOSTER  
PAM NEEDLING  

ANNA COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 37

  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR THREE) 

DEBRA ANN PENROD  
JEANNE BRUMLEVE  
KIMBERLY J C HOWELL  
CARROLL WALKER  

COBDEN UNIT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 17

  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR FOUR) 

INCORPORATED AREA  

DON CHOATE  
UNINCORPORATED AREA  

MICHAEL PENNINGER  
Write-in 

JONESBORO COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 43

  

Instructions to voter: The board of education shall be composed of 
members from both the incorporated and the unincorporated area; not 
more than 5 board members shall be selected from any city, village or 
incorporated town. 
  
ON THE BASIS OF EXISTING BOARD MEMBERSHIP, NOT MORE 
THAN 4 MAY BE ELECTED FROM THE INCORPORATED AREAS. 
  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 
(VOTE FOR A TOTAL OF FOUR) 

TROY NORRIS  
ROBBY TRIGG  
NATHAN WEBB  
SCOTT HARRIS  

BUNCOMBE CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 43

  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR FOUR) 

BACK Card 1 RptPct 999999-9999  "PUBLICATION" 

OFFICIAL BALLOT
CONSOLIDATED ELECTION

APRIL 4, 2017

       
     Terry Bartruff, County Clerk & Recorder

Judges Initials __________

UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
To vote, darken the oval to the LEFT of your choice, like this  .  To cast a write-in vote, darken the oval to the LEFT of the 
blank space provided and write the candidates name in that space.  For specific information, refer to the card of instruction 
posted in the voting booth.  If you tear, spoil, deface or erroneously mark this ballot, return it to the election judge and obtain 
another.

SCHOOL

ANGELA GREEN RUDLUFF  
TEDD BEGGS  
MICHAEL SCHULTZ  
ROY L WEST  

CYPRESS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 64

  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR THREE) 

JOHN L SNELL  
DANA EDDLEMAN  
CHERIE WRIGHT  
MARY J GIBSON  

DONGOLA COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 66

  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR THREE) 

NO CANDIDATE  

SHAWNEE COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 84

  

Instructions to voter: Membership on the board of education 
is restricted to a maximum of 3 members from any 
congressional township. 
  
ON THE BASIS OF EXISTING BOARD MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERS 
MAY BE ELECTED IN THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS FROM EACH 
CONGRESSIONAL TOWNSHIP. 
  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 10S RANGE 4W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 10S RANGE 3W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 11S RANGE 4W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 11S RANGE 3W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 11S RANGE 2W  
NOT MORE THAN 2 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 12S RANGE 3W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 12S RANGE 2W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 13S RANGE 3W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 13S RANGE 2W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 14S RANGE 4W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 14S RANGE 3W  
NOT MORE THAN 3 MAY BE ELECTED FROM TOWNSHIP 14S RANGE 2W 
  

THE AREA OF RESIDENCE OF THOSE ELECTED TO FILL UNEXPIRED 
TERMS IS TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION IN DETERMINING THE 

WINNERS OF THE FULL TERMS. 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE AN UNEXPIRED  2-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR A TOTAL OF TWO) 

TOWNSHIP 12S RANGE 3W  

MITCHEL MCLANE  
TOWNSHIP 14S RANGE 3W  

MELISSA C CRIDDLE  
TOWNSHIP 10S RANGE 3W  

TIM QUALLS  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 
(VOTE FOR A TOTAL OF FOUR) 

MICHAEL CLOUD  
JEFF MAZE  
BRADLEY JAMES TROVILLION  

GOREVILLE COMMUNITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 1

  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR THREE) 

FRONT Card 2 RptPct 999999-9999  "PUBLICATION" 

APRIL DOVER TESKE  
TIM MCGRATH  

ANNA-JONESBORO HIGH SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 81

  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR THREE) 

KEN WIGGS  
JOHN SUMMERS  
MATTHEW D JOHNSON  
DAVID A ALLBRITTEN  

VIENNA HIGH SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 13-3

  

FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
TO SERVE A FULL 4-YEAR TERM 

(VOTE FOR FOUR) 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

DON E PATTON  
MICHAEL P MCMAHAN  

SHAWNEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DISTRICT NO. 531

  

FOR TRUSTEES OF THE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE DISTRICT 

TO SERVE A FULL 6-YEAR TERM 
(VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN TWO) 

WATER

WM DAVID RIX  
WM PERRY YOUNG  
JOE MCCURDY  
JON CAVANESS  

LAKE EGYPT WATER DISTRICT
  

FOR THE BOARD
(Vote for not more than FOUR)

BACK Card 2 RptPct 999999-9999  "PUBLICATION" 

Served with ‘Flying Tigers’ during World War II

Pilot from Southern Illinois returned home for burial
The Defense POW/MIA 

Accounting Agency reports 
that it has accounted for Mr. 
Maax C. Hammer Jr., 25, 
of Cairo.

The agency reported in a 

news release that Hammer 
was unaccounted for from 
World War II.

He was going to be bur-
ied March 21 in Carbon-
dale.

Hammer has a cousin, 
Albert “Tripp” Alyn, who 
lives in Newport, R.I.

The agency shared the 
following account of Ham-
mer’s life and service:

In mid-1941, Hammer, 
formerly in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps Reserve, was 
recruited among a small 
group of American pilots 
battling Japanese forces 
invading China.  

He was employed with 
the Central Aircraft Manu-
facturing Company, CAM-
CO, which was officially 
termed the “American Vol-
unteer Group,” AVG, and 
was popularly known as the 
“Flying Tigers.”  

The AVG consisted of 
three fighter squadrons, 
each with approximately 
30 Curtiss P-40 single-seat 
aircraft.  

In September 1941, 
Hammer was training with 
other AVG pilots at Kyedaw 

Airfield, a British Royal Air 
Force airfield outside of 
Toungoo, Burma.  

Though most of the re-
cruits were experienced pi-
lots, none had seen combat.  

To prepare them, the 
AVG instituted an aggres-
sive training program, en-
couraging their pilots to 
carry out mock battles.  

Hammer was killed dur-
ing a training flight on Sept. 
22, 1941, when he encoun-
tered severe weather and his 
plane crashed.  

Hammer was report-
edly buried in the Airmen’s 
Cemetery at St. Luke’s An-
glican Church in Toungoo.

In late December 1947, 
an American Graves Regis-
tration Service team recov-
ered the remains of three 
members of the AVG.  

The remains were de-
clared unidentifiable and 
were temporarily interred in 
the U.S. Military Cemetery 

at Barrackpore, India, in 
January, 1948.  

The remains were even-
tually moved to Hawaii in 
an attempt to identify them, 
designated as X-633, X-634 
and X-635, but identifica-
tion was unsuccessful.  

They were reinterred 
at the National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific in 
Honolulu, as World War II 
Unknowns.  

On April 11, 2016, due 
to advancements in fo-

rensic capabilities, X-634 
was disinterred and sent to 
the DPAA laboratory for 
analysis.

To identify Hammer’s 
remains, scientists from 
DPAA and the Armed 
Forces Medical Examiner 
System used mitochon-
drial DNA analysis, which 
matched a cousin; as well as 
dental and anthropological 
analysis, which matched his 
records, and circumstantial 
evidence.

Standing guard
A Chinese soldier guards a line of American P-40 

fighter planes, painted with the shark-face emblem 
of the "Flying Tigers," at a flying field somewhere 
in China. during World War II. Ca. 1942. 208-AA-
12X-21. National Archives Identifier: 535531. Photo 
from National Archives website.

SI Elder Law LLC in 
Marion plans to host a free 
seminar that explains ways 
to protect an estate from 
probate and how to protect 
assets from long-term care 
expenses while qualifying 
for Medicaid benefits.   

The seminar is set for 10 
a.m. Tuesday, March 28, at 
the Pavilion of the City of 

Marion, which is located 
behind the Illinois Star 
Centre Mall. 

The seminar is presented 
by Elder Law attorneys Tif-
fanny H. Sievers, William 
Bryce Levanti and Holly 
Galvin. 

To RSVP or for more 
information, call 618-997-
3500. 

Probate seminar set in Marion
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March is Youth Art Month

High school art show
Shawnee Community College in Ullin held a high school art exhibition 

March 7-March 11. It was a juried art show. Prizes were awarded on Satur-
day, March 11, at the closing reception. Students from Cobden High School, 
Dongola High School and Shawnee High School at Wolf Lake were featured. 
The accompanying four photographs highlight some of the students' works.

Plastic becomes art
Lick Creek Elementary School students have been learning about the 

blown-glass art of American glass sculptor Dale Chihuly. Art teacher Karen 
Carlton led the students in making their own “blown glass” pieces from 
decorated plastic that’s been melted. The classes have made plates, bowls, 
chandeliers and more in group and individual projects. Carlton will hold onto 
the pieces for an art show in May.

Making of a monster
Sixth grade students at Cobden Junior High School work in groups to draw 

storyboards for their upcoming stop animation films. The films will feature 
monsters they will make from clay. Art teacher Jeremy Crawford hopes that 
flip books of the films’ stories will be entered into a contest centered on the 
August solar eclipse.

In like a lion...
Art classes at Lincoln Elementary School in Anna work on projects that are 

often related to the season. As winter drew to a close and springtime arrived, 
Janet Boyd’s 2nd grade class drew lions in oil pastels to represent the saying 
“In like a lion, out like a lamb.” Art teacher Andi Laster said that the students 
make artwork for many of the school’s events, including the Veterans Day 
celebration in November and Dr. Seuess’s birthday earlier this month.

Throwing pottery
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School art teacher Tina Vancil instructs 

Darian McClelland and Johnathan Bird in their thrown pottery projects. 
Those who take ceramics must complete one project of thrown pottery, 
which is clay that has been shaped on a pottery wheel. A variety of other 
projects are created by molding or cutting the clay by hand. Students in A-J’s 
painting, drawing, portfolio, ceramics and general art classes participate in 
the Little Egypt High School Art Competition in Marion and the Harrisburg 
Chalk Art Contest and more. They are also the creators of the sets for the 
spring production of “The Sound of Music.”

Dongola High School student Hailey O'Dea created her piece, titled "Uni-
verse," using scratchboard.

This scratchboard artwork is called "Inner Beast" and was created by Tre' 
Rains, a student at Shawnee High School.

Megan Rhodes, a student at Cobden High School, created this untitled 
watercolor and pencil work.

The national observance of Youth Art Month began in 1961 and is coordinated in Illinois by the Illinois Art Education Association, IAEA. IAEA's website states 
that "the Youth Art Month Program emphasizes the value of art education for all children, encourages support for quality school art programs and promotes art 
material safety. Youth Art Month also provides a forum for recognizing skills developed through visual arts experiences that are not possible in other curricu-
lum subjects." Union County art teachers work to promote the value of art everyday in their classrooms. Photos by Lindsey Rae Vaughn and Amber Skelton.
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Opinion 
and 

Commentary

Please read this. . .             by Geof Skinner

Letters to the editor

Someone, 
somewhere

wants just what you 
don't need anymore.

Use a classified ad in
The Gazette-Democrat

to get yourself 
some extra cash.

To place your classified ad, 
call 833-2158.

In recognition of Sunshine Week, which was March 
12-18, Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan today 
released the Public Access Bureau’s annual report 
detailing more than 4,700 new matters which were 
received in 2016. 

The Public Access Bureau works to increase trans-
parency in Illinois government by resolving disputes 
regarding compliance with the state’s Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, FOIA, and Open Meetings Act, OMA.

 “Seven years after we implemented stronger sun-
shine laws in Illinois, the demand for help from my 
Public Access Bureau remains high,” Madigan said. 

“We continue to resolve thousands of disputes every 
year on behalf of the public and the media and educate 
and enforce the law to increase transparency without 
the need for intervention.”

The Public Access Bureau received 4,720 formal 
requests for assistance pursuant to FOIA and OMA 
in 2016 or an average of nearly 400 new matters per 
month. 

In response to these requests from members of the 
public and the media, the bureau made determinations, 
closing over 4,450 pending requests for review. 

The bureau also works informally to resolve disputes 
over records or government meetings without having to 
issue a binding or non-binding decision. Last year, the 
PAC’s intervention in matters led to either a response 
or the release of records in nearly 1,300 of the matters 
filed.

In addition, the bureau issued 15 binding opinions 
in response to requests for review of open govern-
ment disputes. These opinions are an important tool to 
enforce rulings in court and create legal precedent in 
Illinois to increase transparency in government.

The binding opinions issued in 2016 addressed sig-
nificant barriers that the public and the media encoun-
ter when seeking to obtaining records and understand 
public business. 

One of the most important issues the bureau ad-
dressed in a binding opinion involves the ongoing de-
bate nationwide over whether emails relating to govern-
ment business that are sent or received using personal 
email addresses are subject to disclosure under FOIA. 

In this ruling prompted by a request filed by a 
member of the media, the bureau found that the use of 
personal emails to hide the public’s business “would be 
contrary to the General Assembly’s intent of ensuring 
public access to full and complete information regard-
ing the affairs of government.”

 Of the 4,720 new matters received by the Public Ac-
cess Bureau, 4,354 requests for review came from those 
who were denied records under FOIA: 3,640 from 
members of the public, 681 from the media or other 
organizations and 33 from public bodies.

Page from the Past
From the files of The Gazette-Democrat
50 Years Ago, March 23, 1967

Everyone is cordially invited to the Easter Sunrise 
Service on Bald Knob Mountain near Alto Pass Sun-
day morning, March 26, from 6 to 7 a.m. The Easter 
Message will be delivered by the Reverend William H. 
Lirely of Crab Orchard, one of the co-founders of the 
these services.

The Second Annual Easter Sunset Vesper program 
will be held at the Kornthal Union County Memorial at 
4:00 p.m. Easter Day.

Holy Week Services are being held in many area 
churches this week to be climaxed by services on Easter 
Sunday, March 26.

The Union Good Friday Service will be held at the 
First Church of the Nazarene, located on West Vienna 
Street in Anna on Friday, March 24th, beginning at 1 
p.m. and continuing through 2:30 p.m.

All Anna-Jonesboro stores will close from 12:30 to 
3:00 p.m. on Friday, March 24, in observance of Good 
Friday, and to allow employees to attend the Good Fri-
day services at the First Church of the Nazarene.

Community Good Friday services will be held at the 
First Presbyterian Church of Cobden on Friday, March 
24, with services being held from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 
p.m.

The annual Easter Sunrise Service will be held at St. 
John's Lutheran Church beginning at 6:00 a.m. Sunday 
morning, March 26.

The annual Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Ki-
wanis Club of Anna, will be held Saturday, March 25, 
at the Anna City Park.

Tuesday, March 21, was the first day of spring and it 
came to Union County with a high of 57, in comparison 
to last year's high of 80.

Several persons appeared before the Anna City 
Council at their regular Tuesday meeting to protest the 
rezoning of a residential neighborhood to a business 
district.

The American Legion Auxiliary entertained the 
members of the Townsend F. Dodd Post 344, Ameri-
can Legion of Anna at their 48th Birthday Party at the 
Legion Home last Tuesday evening.

The Parent-Teacher's Association of the Davie 
School will meet Tuesday, March 28th.

A wasted gift?
To the editor,
Gift’s wasted? In a recent Sunday road trip we ob-

served the roaring waters of the Ohio River and were 
reminded again of how much power we are given for 
free to our taking. 

We, however, insist on burning a onetime gift to 
humanity to power our homes and industry. Renewable 
hydroelectric, solar and wind power technology is old 
and available, but the proponents of greedy consumption 
continue their efforts to suppress good sense.  

How long will we put up with this? Within a few 
generations the handy products we enjoy and sustain 
our newest technology will become rare because we 
burned the raw materials to make them. 

Cheap energy from our rivers could put Illinois back 
in the manufacturing and business forefront, but we 
would rather watch the water roar past and ignore our 
blessings. 

I hope, as a nation, we will insist on the moderate use 
of mineral resources and that the get rich quick propo-
nents will diversify their investments to more renewable 
energy based products and clean job creation. 

Why do we want fossil and atomic fuel jobs? They 
are quite often dirty and result in significant health risk 
to those with no better employment options and to the 
general public.

Signed, David Karraker, Dongola

Voters do have a say
To the editor,
Legislators are elected by constituents in their 

district to represent those constituents’ interests. They 
are not tasked with simply voting along their respec-
tive party lines.  

Each legislative district, no matter what their vot-
ing record, has needs unique to that district, needs that 
may conflict with the political platform of the party to 
which that legislator adheres.  

The 12th District of Illinois has benefited from 
many federal policies that are anathema to the Re-
publican party.  These policies include the Affordable 
Care Act, which expanded Medicaid to lower income 
voters, provided free preventative care, and enabled 
many more persons to simply be able to afford health 
insurance; regulations by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, which ensured that the natural resources 
we rely on for recreation and tourism are unspoiled; 
and a humanitarian approach to undocumented immi-
grants, who labor on our farms and contribute to our 
social services networks (Social Security, Medicare, 
etc.) through their wages.  

Why is this so urgent? Constituents from across the 
12th District attempted in vain to communicate with 
Rep. Mike Bost during his “constituency week” to no 
avail.  Phone calls, letters, emails, and demonstrations 
have all been met with, “Sorry folks, I’m voting with 
the Republican party No Matter What You Say.”  

We will have a say in 2018.   
Signed, Kirsten Schaper, Cobden, and 17 others 

from Cobden

Message to Congressman
To the editor,
Congressman Bost: I attended your town house meet-

ings in Anna at the City Hall and at Kiki’s Coffee House. 
There was not any yelling or screaming, although I am 
sure that has happened in some meetings. 

We are talking about the minority and not the major-
ity of the people causing trouble. You sir have chosen to 
put the majority of the people in Anna into the minority 
group and deny us town house meetings. The majority 
elects you not the minority. You have rights as well. Call 
the local police and have these people removed.

A telephone meeting is a slap in the face and I refuse 
to participate.

I have two things to discuss...Federal Income Tax 
and Foreign Aid.

I believe Federal Income Tax was set up for the 
growth of the United States and the American people 
only, not to support foreign countries and their people.

How many countries receive aid from the U.S.? 
How many people benefit from this aid? What aid does 
the U.S. provide...food, medications, shelter etc.? Just 
how much of the Federal Income Tax of the American 
people is spent on the support of foreign countries and 
their people?

Why do the elected officials choose to spend tax 
money on other countries and their people instead of 
spending that money on  America’s  homeless,  who are 
doing without shelter, food and medications?

Where is the common sense of our elected officials?
Proud Disabled Veteran.
Signed, Tom Betts, Anna

This picture has absolutely nothing to do with wood chips, daffodils or geology. I just liked the pic, and it 
made me think of a couple of songs, too..."Time for Me to Fly" and "I'll Fly Away."

Still so many things to learn about...
So many things to learn about...and so little time...

but, before we get started...a bit of a...
...WARNING: Some, if not most, of the stuff in this 

week's colyum could well interest one or two people. 
Maybe three. Maybe not...

...here we go...

...during the past week or so, I learned that...

...moving a big ol' pile of wood chips is hard work, 
as in the kind of work which somebody who types 
stories and takes pictures for a living is not used to do 
doing...

...The Other Half acquired the wood chips, which 
pretty much filled our driveway. The pile was approxi-
mately 43 stories tall when yours truly started moving it 
last Saturday morning...I think it was down to 42 stories 
by the time I wore out...

...in case you are interested, and I know you are, the 
wood chips are being used in The Other Half's garden...
to control erosion...or weeds...or maybe the North Ko-
reans, for all I know...

...I also learned during the past week that daffodils 
are members of the narcissus family, which I don't think 
I had known before...

...moving right along, more or less...while engaged 
in some intense research one day last week, this enemy 
of the people paid a visit to the Ilinois State Geologi-
cal Survey website, where I learned some more stuff, 
thanks to an article which was posted on the site...

...ANOTHER WARNING: If you don't like rocks, 
you can probably stop reading right here...

...otherwise...did you know that people have been 
studying what exists beneath Illinois’ surface since the 
1830s?  (Just so you know, yours truly has not been 
around since the 1830s.)

The website explained that the "research exists as 
mountains of careful observations, combined with nu-
merous individual research projects, distilled into three 
seminal scientific reports published decades ago on 
paper: crowning achievements of many a career at the 
Illinois State Geological Survey.

"Now freed from the book shelf, the collected 

knowledge of Illinois’ geologic past has been digi-
tized, and released online as ILSTRAT – an interactive 
resource for the public, industry and government to 
understand the rocks beneath our feet. ILSTRAT brings 
to life the best scientific consensus of how Illinois was 
built – from the ground down.

"Did you know? In Illinois, we walk around on a 
relatively thin ‘skin’ of unconsolidated sand, soils, silts 
and glacial deposits that can range in thickness from a 
few feet to a few hundred feet. 

"Illinois also has a 'basement.' These are Precam-
brian rocks older than 542 million years, formed before 
complex multicellular lifeforms began to appear on 
Earth. They are found starting 1,500 feet deep in Jo 
Daviess County, but plummet continuously southward 
to the area around Shawnee National Forest where they 
are found 14,000 feet below the surface."

The article explained that geologists "are constantly 
making new discoveries and refining our understanding 
of rock layers."

For example, there's "an extensive update of Penn-
sylvanian rocks (323 million to 299 million years ago). 
The second is a compendium of fossils characteristic 
of the Platteville Dolomite (485 million to 444 million 
years ago).

"Because ILSTRAT is a living repository for the sci-
entific community, industry and the public, geologists at 
other colleges, other state geologic surveys and industry 
can propose updates of information, logs and pictures. 
Even knowledgeable amateurs could help improve the 
database with their observations. 

"For instance, the discovery of a fossil in an area 
between two units could help better refine a formation’s 
age, or the type of biota that once lived there..."

...that magic word, again..."fossil"...sorry, can't help 
myself.

...after reading that article, yours truly was ready to 
head out for the day to enjoy some of the geology in the 
Prairie State...just one thing, though...there are still a lot 
of wood chips in that pile in our driveway...

Public Access Bureau's activities highlighted
A total of 366 requests for review raised issues under 

OMA: 297 from members of the public, 66 from the 
media or other organizations and three from public 
bodies.

 More information about Illinois’ sunshine laws can 
be found at Madigan’s website, www.illinoisattorney-
general.gov/. For assistance from the Public Access 
Bureau, contact the hotline at 1-877-299-FOIA (3642) 
or send an email to publicaccess@atg.state.il.us.
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