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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Career fair held at A-JCHS
A big world awaits students at Union County high schools. To help students prepare for life after school, Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School hosted its first career fair Thursday evening, Feb. 15. Students from all Union County high schools were 
invited to attend the event, which featured more than 60 presenters. The presenters filled the lower gymnasium and cafeteria at 
the Union County school. 

Students who came to the career fair had an opportunity to learn about many career and educational opportunities, including 
construction, the media, the military, recreation, public service, finance, agriculture, cosmetology, food service, health care and 
more. The event was coordinated by A-JCHS faculty members Natalie McLean Miller and Alysha Hase. Military branches were 
well represented at the career fair and can be seen in the picture on the left. On the right, Moury Bass, co-owner of WIBH radio in 
Anna, talked with some of the many students who attended the event.

Reception planned at school

A-J's Arieh Hart wins state wrestling title
A Union County high 

school plans to honor its 
new state champion this 
weekend.

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School's Arieh 
Hart won the 152-pound 
weight class at the Illinois 
High School Association 
Class 1A state wrestling 
championship.

The finals were at the 

State Farm Center in Cham-
paign on Saturday, Feb. 17.

Hart is the first wrestler 
in the history of Anna-
Jonesboro Community 
High School to win a state 
championship.

Reception Planned
Hart will be honored at a 

reception which is planned 
Saturday, Feb. 24.

The reception is sched-

uled from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. at the high school.

Finals Title Match
Hart won his state title 

with a 5-4 decision over 
Kewanee senior Lewis 
Robinson.

"It was very exciting," 
A-J wrestling team head 
coach Eric Massey said. 
Massey said that the Ke-
wanee wrestler "could not 

match Arieh's speed."
Robinson was a second-

place finisher at 145 pounds  
at state last season. 

In the title match, Hart 
made a 5-2 run and re-
corded an escape and two 
take downs on single legs 
to a double over Robinson. 
Hart then gave up two pen-
alty points in the final 30 
seconds when he was at-

tempting to let time expire 
in the match.

In the semifinals, Hart 
topped McNamara's Mason 
Sauseda 8-5. In the quarter-
finals, he defeated Orion's 
James Schnerre 8-5. 

Hart closed out his senior 
season at A-J with a 42-2 
record and a 150-31 career 
record. 

(continued on page 2)

State champion, coaches
A-J state champion wrestler Arieh Hart, with A-J 

wrestling team head coach Eric Massey, right, and 
assistant coach Chase Hargrave, left.

On the podium
Arieh Hart stands on the podium after winning a state wrestling 

championship. Photos provided.

5 to 7 inches of rain possible this week in region
As of last week, the 

spring flood potential for 
the Mississippi River along 
Union County's border was 
forecast to be average or 
normal.

The outlook was issued 
by the National Weather 
Service office in Paducah.

And while spring doesn't 
arrive until March, flooding 
already is a concern in the 
region.

At the same time, the 
weather service was look-
ing at a forecast which 
called for the possibility of 
a "prolonged period of wet 
weather to set up over the 
Ohio and Mississippi river 
valleys" this week.

As of last Friday, the 
weather service had posted 
on its website that "the 
potential for flooding will 
need to be monitored in the 
coming days as we gain a 
better idea of where and 
exactly how much rainfall 
may occur."

By early this week, the 
region was on alert for the 
possibility of very heavy 
rain which could add to 
concerns about flooding.

The weather service 
forecast posted early Tues-
day morning was calling for 
the possibility of two peri-
ods of heavy rain this week.

The first round was ex-
pected to begin with heavy 
rain arriving late Tuesday 
night and continuing into 
Wednesday night.

Another round of heavy 
rain is possible from Thurs-
day night (today) through 
Saturday night.

A map posted on the 
website for the weather 
service office in Paducah 
showed that rainfall totals 
ranging from 5 inches to 7 
inches were possible in the 
area which includes Union 
County.

Flooding is possible 
along the area rivers and 
their tributaries.

In a hazardous weather 
outlook for Southern Il-
linois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky, the 
forecast called for "rounds 
of widespread showers and 
a few thunderstorms...pro-
ducing multiple periods 
of heavy rainfall across 
the region Thursday night 

through Saturday night.
"The flooding concern 

will increase with each 
round of heavy rainfall, cul-
minating with the cold fron-
tal passage Saturday night. 
A few strong storms cannot 
be ruled out Saturday."

Spring Outlook
The spring flood poten-

tial outlook issued by the 
weather service covers the 
time period for late Febru-
ary through late May.

The outlook includes the 
mid-Mississippi and lower 

Ohio rivers and their tribu-
taries in Southern Illinois, 
Southeast Missouri and 
West Kentucky.

Union County is bor-
dered on the west by the 
Mississippi River. 

(continued on page 2)

Community members 
will have an opportunity 
to meet candidates who are 
running for local offices in 
the March primary elec-
tion at an upcoming event 
which is scheduled in Union 
County.

In the March 20 primary 
election, voters will choose 
candidates for a wide range 
of offices, including Union 
County posts.

More than a dozen can-
didates are running for 
county offices in the pri-
mary. County offices on the 
ballot include posts on the 
board of commissioners, 
treasurer, county clerk and 
sheriff.

Voters will have an op-
portunity to meet those run-
ning for office at an event 
sponsored by Union County 
Women in Business.

The organization plans 
to host a meet the county 
candidates event Monday 
evening, March 5, at An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School. The event is 
set to begin at 5:30 p.m. 
in the auditorium at the 
school.

Union County Women in 
Business noted in a press re-
lease announcing the event 
that the organization has 
"always been passionate 
about supporting all things 
local, especially local gov-

ernment and the impact of 
local services and quality of 
life supported by the local 
economy."

The format of the eve-
ning will allow all candi-
dates for county offices to 
introduce themselves to 
the public, discuss their 
platform and ideas for how 
they will contribute the 
progress and support of the 
community.  

Advanced registration 
or an RSVP is not required. 
Inquiries about the event 
can be directed to Union 
County Women in Busi-
ness president Kelli Wood 
at 833-4685. 

Union County Women in Business
to sponsor meet the candidates event

Is spring really on 
the way? Bright yellow 
crocuses were seen last 
Sunday in Cobden.

(continued on page 2)

Flags were being flown 
at half-staff through 
sunset Monday, Feb. 19, 
in Illinois in honor of 
the victims of the school 
shooting tragedy in Park-
land, Fla.

***
Congratulations to 

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School student 
athlete Arieh Hart, who 
won a state wrestling 
championship last week-
end in Champaign.

***
Property taxes will be 

the focus of a meeting 
which is set for 6 p.m. 
Feb. 27 at Vienna High 
School. The meeting is 
being sponsored by the 
Farm Bureaus of Union 
and Johnson counties.

***
The weather on Satur-

day in Union County was 
rather interesting, with 
heavy snow and a winter 
weather advisory during 
the morning, drizzle and 
clouds in the afternoon, a 
little bit of sunshine late 
in the afternoon and fog 
during the night.

***
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The Union County 
Museum in downtown 
Cobden is scheduled to 
open for the season on 
Saturday afternoon, March 
3. The museum will 
feature an exhibit about 
Union County's bicenten-
nial, which is being com-
memorated in 2018.

***
The Union County 

Chamber of Commerce 
plans to meet during the 
noon hour on March 1 
at Shawnee Community 
College's extension center 
in Anna.

***
The Southern reported 

that the Carbondale Cham-
ber of Commerce honored 
Cook Portable Warehouses 
as its regional business of 
the year.

***
Spring clean-up is 

scheduled to begin March 
5 at the Anna City Cem-
etery. The city notes that 
all arrangements which are 
left after that date will be 
picked up.

***
National Girl Scout 

Weekend is Feb. 23-25.
***

With the temperature 
in the low 70s, students at 
Anna Junior/Davie School 
in Anna were enjoy-
ing some time outdoors 
around midday on Tues-
day.

***
Looked like some 

baseball practice might 
have been underway last 
Thursday on a warm and 
blustery February after-
noon at Kiwanis Field 
at the Anna City Park in 
Anna.

***
The River-to-River 

Trail Society is planning a 
series of free guided hikes 
during the spring.

***
Happy Washington's 

Birthday day.

Sales and Service

ZTR MoweRs in sTock
spring tune-ups, all brands, performed here.

Beat the spring rush, call today.
Many parts in stock • Mowers/chain saw sharpening

P: (618) 833-8287
E: Sales@martinsharpall.com

10&12GP

Immediate Openings at River to River Community of Ullin
an affordable assisted living community

for seniors 65 and older.

Services available include:
•24 hour staffing • Medication reminders • Personal Assistance 
• Housekeeping • Laundry • Transportation
• 3 Meals Daily • Health and Wellness Programs • Social Outings

751 Ullin Avenue
Ullin, Illinois 62992

For price and availability
618-845-9065

8-28GP

A-J wrestler

He spent his first two 
years at Murphysboro, 
compiling a 62-21 record 
and qualifying for state 
during his freshman year, 
but being eliminated in 
the sectionals  during his 
sophomore year. 

Last year, he transferred 
to A-J and finished second 
at state at 152 pounds with 
a 43-4 record. 

Massey said that he was 
"very proud to have been 
part of this amazing ride" 
which encompassed Hart's 
success on the wrestling 
mat.

Massey also praised A-J 
wrestling team assistant 
coach Chase Hargrave. 
Massey said that Hargrave 
"did an excellent job" pre-
paring Hart this season.

The A-J head coach said 
that he thinks Hart's success 
will carry over to the A-J 
squad next season.

Massey said there will be  
a lot of wrestlers returning 
next season with a lot of 
potential.

Massey said Hart hasn't 
made a decision on where 
to attend college yet; how-
ever,  several colleges have 
shown an interest.

Flood outlook
(continued from page 1)

Part of northwestern 
Union County is bordered 
by the Big Muddy River, 
which is a tributary of the 
Mississippi.

The flood potential is 
seen as average or normal 
for the Mississippi River 
north of the confluence 
with the Ohio River and 
for its tributaries in south-
west Illinois and Southeast 
Missouri.

Flood potential is fore-
cast to be above average or 
above normal for the lower 
Ohio River and its tributar-
ies in southeast Illinois and 
Western Kentucky.

As of early this week, a 
flood warning was in effect 
for the Ohio River in South-
ern Illinois and Western 
Kentucky. The river was 
expected to continue to rise 
through much of this week.

A bit of a snowy surprise on a Saturday morning
Heavy snow fell for a short time last Saturday morning in the Union County area. Very large snow-

flakes were part of the wintry precipitation. The snow covered the landscape, but did not last for very 
long, as the temperature climbed above freezing. By Saturday evening, most of the snow had melted.

Legislator attends state budget address
The second major mile-

stone in Illinois state gov-
ernment for the year was hit 
last week, with lawmakers 
coming together from both 
the Senate and the House of 
Representatives to listen to 
the annual budget address 
on Feb. 14 in Springfield.

The address was deliv-
ered by Gov. Bruce Rauner.

After  at tending the 
speech, State Sen. Dale 
Fowler, R-Harrisburg, said 
he was cautiously optimis-
tic about the spending plan 
presented to the Illinois 
General Assembly. 

“One of the fundamen-
tally basic, but still critical, 
aspects of the governor’s 
spending plan is that it is 
balanced, adhering to our 
Constitutional requirement 
and calling for the state to 
spend within its means,” 
Fowler said in a news re-
lease. 

“Stabil i ty won’t  be 
sustained on a foundation 
of reckless spending or a 
crushing tax burden. We 
have to be realistic and re-
sponsible, working toward 
a brighter future for our 
state by putting an end to 
the cycle of overspending 
and overtaxing.”

Fowler said that other 
key points from the speech 
critical for downstate Illi-
nois included $100 million 
for higher education im-
provements, $100 million 
for statewide emergency re-
pairs and calls for 100 new 
Illinois State Police cadets, 
urging a tougher approach 
toward crime.

“Another exciting com-
ponent to the proposed bud-
get is the direct investment 
in the future of Southern 
Illinois, allocating $1 mil-
lion toward the Cairo river 
port project,” Fowler said. 

“Our region has so much 
to offer this state in terms 
of opportunities, future 
development and potential. 
I’m extremely encouraged 
that this budget recognizes 
the need to invest in South-
ern Illinois and takes steps 

toward revitalizing and 
reviving Cairo and our sur-
rounding communities.”

With a balanced bud-
get on the table, Fowler 
stressed the importance for 
lawmakers to work together 
moving forward.

“This budget isn’t per-
fect and just like any other 
budget proposal, we have 
work ahead of us and tough 
decisions to make," he said.

"However, we have a 
good starting foundation: 
a balanced budget that out-
lines some of the critical 
areas for Illinois to address. 

"Lawmakers now have 
a responsibility to come 
together, pass the reforms 
our state so desperately 
needs, and pass a budget 
that works for our state and 
the people we represent,” 
Fowler said.

Hero Lost
In other news last week,  

Fowler said that Illinois lost 
a true hero when Chicago 
Police Department com-
mander Paul Bauer was 
shot and killed on Feb. 13. 

In honor of his memory, 
all entities governed by the 
Illinois Flag Display Act 

were instructed to fly both 
the United States and Illi-
nois state flags at half-staff. 

Bauer lost his life while 
confronting an armed sus-
pect outside the James R. 
Thompson Center, a state 
government office build-
ing in downtown Chicago. 
Bauer was a 31-year vet-
eran of the Chicago Police 
Department.

Voter Registration
Fowler also was remind-

ing people about a voter 
registration deadline. 

Illinois residents look-
ing to vote in the March 20 
primary election needed to 
be registered by Feb. 20, 
which was the end of the 
regular registration period. 

Fowler said the deadline 
also applied to those people 
who need to change their 
names or addresses. 

More information about 
registration and how to vote 
can be found on Fowler’s 
website at senatorfowler.
com.

News from the District
Before heading back to 

Springfield for the week, 
Fowler joined Mineral 
Products Inc. in Harrisburg 

to learn more about the first 
railroad cleaning machine, 
manufactured and assem-
bled in Southern Illinois. 

This one-of-a-kind ma-
chine is 45 months in the 
making, bringing innova-
tion and opportunity to the 
region. 

Fowler said he is excited 
about the development, 
noting the potential for eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment when the machine hits 
the market. 

Fowler said he intends to 
join Mineral Products when 
they unveil their product in 
March.

Fowler  a lso  jo ined 
the Anna Morris Retired 
Teachers Association for 
its breakfast meeting, an-
swering questions and dis-
cussing their thoughts and 
concerns about issues im-
pacting their members.

Fowler welcomed stu-
dents from the Saline Coun-
ty CEO program to his 
district office. Fowler is a 
mentor with the innova-
tive program, working to 
encourage entrepreneurship 
and leadership among the 
participants.

Anna police
report issued

Anna Police Chief Mike 
Hunter has issued a monthly 
activity report for January.

Highlights from the re-
port follow:

43 adult verbal warnings 
issued. 21 adult written 
warnings issued. 

94 radio/officer initiated 
calls. 155 phone initiated 
calls. 29 walk in initiated 
calls. 278 reports selected.

Nine traffic misdemean-
or arrests. Five warrant ar-
rests. One criminal felony 
arrest. Eight criminal mis-
demeanor arrests. 30 traffic 
citation arrests.

Sheriff issues
monthly report

Union County Sheriff 
Scott Harvel has released 
his department’s monthly 
activity report for January.

Highlights from the re-
port follow:

Felony arrests, five. 
Misdemeanor arrests, 11. 
Traffic arrests, 29. Warrant 
arrests, 11. Total arrests, 57.

Cases opened, 28. Drug 
investigations, 11. Crash 
reports, 12. 911 calls re-
ceived, 1,292. Miles pa-
trolled, 9,769.

Measure introduced in U.S. House proposes
cost-of-living adjustment for nation's veterans

A measure has been in-
troduced in the U.S. House 
of Representatives that 
would provide a cost-of-
living adjustment, COLA, 
to veterans.

The bipartisan Veterans’ 
Compensation COLA Act 
of 2018 was introduced by 

U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, R-Ill.
Bost is chairman of the 

House Subcommittee on 
Disability Assistance and 
Memorial Affairs, DAMA.

“I’m proud to carry this 
bill to provide important 
cost-of-living adjustments 
to our nation’s veterans and 
their dependents,” Bost said 
in a news release.

“It’s vitally important 
that we ensure the men and 
women who have served 
our nation receive the ben-
efits they have earned. We 
need to get this legislation 
through Congress and to 
the president to provide 
certainty to our nation’s 
heroes.”

The Veterans’ Compen-
sation COLA Act of 2018 
would provide a cost-of-
living increase for wartime 
disability compensation, 
compensation for depen-
dents, clothing allowance, 
dependency and indemnity 
compensation to surviving 
spouses and dependency 
and indemnity compensa-
tion to children paid to 
wounded veterans and their 
families for injuries they 
suffered while serving the 
nation in uniform. 

The increase would be-
gin on Dec. 1, 2018.
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Arieh Hart Wins State Title

Congratulations Arieh Hart on winning the Class 1A 152 lb. weight 
class title at the IHSA wrestling championship!  Arieh finished his 
last season as a high school wrestler at 42-2.  His four year high 
school career is 150-31.  Also pictured with Arieh are coaches (L-R) 
Chase Hargrave and Eric Massey.

The Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455,
Veterans of Foreign Wars in Anna

was instituted on July 31, 1948 and has been 
a pillar of the community since that time.

During the past year Post and Auxiliary members 
have participated at funerals with military rites for 
over 30 members and non-members and donated 

over $2,000.00 to families of deceased members. Each month they hold a 
bingo party at the Illinois Veterans Home in Anna to help make the day of 
a veteran a little brighter. They adopted a Platoon during the past year and 
sent gifts overseas. They participated in many flag presentations within the 
community, held the Veterans Day parade and invited everyone to the Post 
for awards and food afterward.

They participated in the Cobden Peach Festival Parade and the opening 
of the Union County Fair. They work tirelessly on legislation that affects 
Veterans across the nation. They have supported several golf tournaments, 
are members of the Union County Hospital Auxiliary and the Chamber of 
Commerce. They held a school supply giveaway at the post home, spon-
sored 10 needy children at Christmas and provided food baskets for needy 
families. They promote patriotism within the local schools with coloring, 
poster and essay contests. This post is a vital part of this community.

Our membership is getting older, as is our building, which was built back 
in the 1960s. It has come to the point that the Post Home needs a new 
roof. We have several fundraisers in mind to be held over the next sev-
eral months. If anyone has any suggestions for fundraisers or would like to 
make a donation toward the roof, we would greatly appreciate hearing from 
you. Any donations can be sent to the Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455, 70 
VFW Lane, Anna, IL 62906, earmarked "roof". Any donation, no matter 
how large or small, would be greatly appreciated.

Weldon Davis, Commander 10GC

Annual meeting conducted
Anna-Jonesboro National Bank stockholders conducted their annual 

meeting last week. President Scott Wilson outlined financials and the banks 
status. Chairman Jerry L. Reppert reported on community involvement of the 
bank and its employees. Board members are, in the first row, from left, Scott 
Wilson and Jerry L. Reppert. In the second row are Larry Carter, Greg Wood, 
Dr. Steven Beatty, Phil Hileman and Clyde R. Hodges.

Ethan Penrod achieves 
rank of Eagle Scout

Ethan Penrod
Cobden High School 

senior Ethan Penrod has 
received the Boy Scouts 
of America, BSA, rank of 
Eagle Scout.  

Eagle Scout Penrod be-
longs to the Anna BSA 
Troop 7044.  

He is the first scout to 
obtain the rank of Eagle in 

Troop 7044 in the last five 
years.  

His Eagle project con-
sisted of planning, solicit-
ing donations, coordinating 
adult and scout assistance, 
and acting as overall project 
supervisor of Cobden High 
School’s softball field con-
cession stand renovation.  

Penrod has always en-
joyed the outdoor aspects of 
Scouting:  camping, hiking, 
and cooking.  

An official Eagle Scout 
ceremony is planned in 
April to recognize Penrod's 
achievement.  

Penrod plans to attend 
Southeast Missouri State 
University in Cape Gi-
rardeau, where he intends 
to study music education.

A-JCHS students
achievements noted

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
Worldwide Youth in Sci-
ence and Engineering, 
WYSE, team placed first at 
recent regional competition.

The regional was Feb. 
8 at Shawnee Community 
College near Ullin.

The team's success was 
highlighted at a regular 
meeting of the A-JCHS 
District No. 81 Board of 
Education meeting. The 
meeting was Feb. 12 at the 
school.

The first-place finish at 
the regional qualifies the 
A-JCHS team to advance to 
WYSE sectional competi-
tion, which is scheduled in 
March at Southern Illinois 
University.

Individual medalists for 
A-JCHS included, by cat-
egory:

English: Colton Goins, 
first. Hunter Miller, third.

Computer science: Jakob 
Eddleman, third. 

Math: Connar Hadley 
and Colton Goins, third.

Chemistry: Hunter Mill-
er, first.

Biology: Catie Mays, 
second. Madi Johnston and 
Ender Schmidt, third.

Physics: Bryce Massey, 
first. Madi Johnston, sec-
ond. Jakob Eddleman, third.

The A-JCHS team mem-
bers also included Ashley 
Detering, Clair Boget, Au-
drey Haar, Trenton New-
berry, Alex Rogers and 
Megan Tehandon.

Other business which 
was reviewed in minutes 
from the meeting follows:

School safety was dis-
cussed in light of recent 
events which have taken 
place at other schools.

The A-JCHS Student 
Council is planning a blood 
drive, which is scheduled 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 28, at the 
school.

Project Be Amazing can 
be seen outside the school 
cafeteria. Students took 
pictures to show that they 
are "more than labels" and 
made several posters with 
words of encouragement. 
The project was created by 
student council members 
with the hope of encourag-
ing students "to always be 
themselves."

Teacher Hannah Maze's 
government classes have 
been learning about free 
speech and protection of 
the American flag and the 
controversy surrounding 
Confederate statues.

Students have been 
working on letters to their 
representatives, asking 
them to take a stand on key 
issues. The students were 
eager to hear back from 
their representatives.

Union County Clerk Ter-
ry Bartruff was scheduled 
to meet with teacher Julie 
Lewis's seniors on Feb. 13.

T h e  c o u n t y  c l e r k 
planned to bring in sample 
ballots, a ballot reader and 
to discuss how the voting 
process works. Bartruff 
also planned to register any 
eligible seniors to vote, if 
they wanted to do so.

The board recognized 
David Eaves for his service 
to the district. Eaves was 
awarded a lifetime pass to 
school events.

The school's Facebook 
page has been a success. 
Through Feb. 12, the page 
had recorded 370 likes and 
374 followers. The page 
can be found on Facebook, 
under The AJ Wildcats.

The A-J baseball team's 
coaching staff attended 
an I-70 Baseball clinic in 
Greenville.

Students receive honors at WYSE event
Students from Union 

Coun ty  h igh  schoo l s 
achieved honors at the an-
nual Worldwide Youth in 
Science and Engineering, 
WYSE, Academic Chal-
lenged hosted by Shawnee 
Community College near 
Ullin.

The academic competi-
tion was held Thursday, 
Feb. 8.

E leven  of  12  h igh 
schools in the college’s 
district competed in the 
academic challenge. 

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  h i g h 
schools are separated into 

two divisions based on their 
enrollment: 

Division 300: Century 
Unit District No. 100 at 
Ullin, Goreville Commu-
nity Unit No. 1, Joppa High 
School, Dongola Unit Dis-
trict No. 66, Cobden High 
School, Cairo High School, 
Shawnee High School at 
Wolf Lake and Meridi-
an Unit High School at 
Mounds. 

Division 700: Anna-
Jonesboro Community 
High School, Vienna High 
School and Massac County 
High School.

Students from the high 
schools each take tests in 
the subject areas of biology, 
chemistry, computer sci-
ence, engineering graphics, 
English, math and physics.

The school teams that 
placed first, second or third 
in Division 300 and teams 
that placed first or second 
in Division 700 advance to 
the WYSE sectional, which 
is scheduled March 14 at 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale.

Individuals who received 
first or second place medal-
lions can advance to the 
WYSE sectional, regardless 
of how their school team 
placed in the top rankings 
for their division.

Results achieved by stu-
dents from Union County 
and their schools follow, 
as provided by the college:

Division 300
Cobden High School 

students placed second with 
a total score of 445.5 points 
in the Division 300 schools.  
Goreville won the division. 
Century was third.

Individual Cobden stu-
dents who received medal-
lions included:

Joseph Brumleve, first, 
chemistry.

Tori Brummer, first, 
computer science.

Lauren Sweitzer, third, 
EngGraphics; third, math.

Jamison Cowart, first, 
English.

John Russell, third, Eng-
lish.

Chatrin Lamiedvipakul, 
first, math.

Madison Bundren, sec-
ond, math.

Rosendo Martinez, third, 
math.

Individuals taking home 
medallions included:

McKenzy Rowan, Don-
gola Unit District No. 66, 
third, math.

Megan Theis, Dongola 
Unit District No. 66, third, 
math.

Chapman Hill, Shawnee 
High School, third, physics.

Division 700 
Anna-Jonesboro Com-

munity High School won 
Division 700 with a total 
of 493.1 points. Massac 
County was second and 
Vienna was third.

Individual A-JCHS stu-
dents who received medal-
lions included:

Katie Mays, second, bi-
ology.

Blood drive
set at A-JCHS

An American Red Cross 
blood drive is planned 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, at 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School.

Hours for the blood drive 
are scheduled from 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The drive is being spon-
sored by the student council 
at the Union County school.

Those who want to be 
blood donors can call the 
school office at 833-8502 
for more information.

Organizers are hoping 
for a good turnout. If the 
school is able to reach a to-
tal of 300 donations during 
three blood drives which 
are planned during the 
2017-2018 academic year, 
an A-JCHS senior would 
have an opportunity to re-
ceive a $3,000 scholarship.

Madi Johnston, third, 
biology.

Ender Schmidt, third, 
biology; first, math.

Hunter Miller, first, 
chemistry; third, English.

Jacob Eddleman, third, 
computer science; third, 
physics.

Colton Goins, first, Eng-
lish; third, math.

Connar Hadley, third, 
math.

Bryce Massey, first, 
physics.

Madi Johnston, second, 
physics.

“On behalf of Shawnee 
Community College I want 
to say thank you to all of 
the coaches and students 
for participating in WYSE 
this year," Shawnee Com-
munity College WYSE 
competition coordinator 
Sheryl Ribbing said.

"I was honored to have 
an opportunity to see these 
excellent students compete 
and receive recognition for 
their hard work and aca-
demic excellence. 

"These students are 
some of the best and bright-
est from our district high 
schools.” 

Weather
High of 72 degrees,
2 inches of snow

The high temperature 
reached 72 degrees on 
Thursday afternoon, Feb. 
15, in Union County.

Saturday morning, 2 
inches of snow fell on the 
Jonesboro area.

The weather during the 
period of Feb. 13-19 also 
featured a low of 24, rain, 
drizzle, fog and very strong 
winds on several days.

Precipitation during the 
period included .05 of an 
inch Feb. 13, .24 of an inch 
Feb. 14, .92 of an inch Feb. 
16, 2 inches of snow Feb. 
17 (.54 of an inch of melted 
precipitation) and .01 of an 
inch Feb. 18. 

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by weather observer 
Dana Cross in Jonesboro:
                                   H  L
Tuesday, Feb. 13        46 25
Wednesday, Feb. 14    58 44
Thursday, Feb. 15       72 58
Friday, Feb. 16            67 31
Saturday, Feb. 17       42 30
Sunday, Feb. 18          55 24
Monday, Feb. 19         70 52

On April 25, 1898, the 
United States declared war 
on Spain after the destruc-
tion of the battleship Maine 
in Havana harbor, Cuba. 
More than 12,000 men from 
Illinois served during the 
conflict.
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Sports

Kentucky Lake Catfish Fillet Lunch
every Friday 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

$8.75
JR's Place - Jonesboro

Served with Cole Slaw,
Potato Salad and Baked Beans

Eat in or Carry Out
Call 618-614-0065 10&11G

Lenten Fish Fries
sponsored by the Union County

Knights of Columbus

ALL-U-CAn-eAt

8P9GP10G

Feb. 16, 23 • March 2, 9, 16, 23 • 5 - 7 P.M.
Fried Pollack, shrimp, cole slaw, potato salad, French fries, baked potato,

baked beans, pasta salad, bread & butter, beverage and dessert.

St. Mary Parish Hall • 402 Freeman St. • Anna
Adults $11 ($10 with a can of food for those in need)

Kids age 4-12 $4.00 • Ages 4 and under FREE • Carry-Out
Complimentary dinners for all active service men and women.

Amy D. Parrish, CPA
1115 St. Hwy. 127 South • Jonesboro, IL

(618) 833-7400
www.amyparrishcpa.com

Electronic Filing
Direct Deposit

Individuals and Businesses
Now Accepting New Clients

Office hours:
M-F 9:00 to 5:00 • Sat. 9:00-12:00

After hours by appointment only
Major Credit Cards Accepted

7-10GPC

Early & Grace Period
Voting Schedule

2018 General Primary
March 20, 2018

Early Voting Schedule
Starting Thursday, February 8, 2018, through Mon-
day, March 19, 2018, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Excluding 
weekends except dates listed below.

Saturday, March 17, 2018 - 8 a.m. to Noon
Sunday, March 18, 2018 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday, March 19, 2018 - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Grace Period Voting Schedule
Starting Wednesday, February 21, 2018, through 
Monday, March 19, 2018, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Excluding weekends except dates listed below and 
Tuesday, March 20, 2018, General Primary Elec-
tion Day.

Saturday, March 17, 2018 - 8 a.m. to Noon
Sunday, March 18, 2018 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

General Primary Election Day is Tuesday, March 
20, 2018, 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Anna City Hall Election Day is Tuesday, March 20, 
2018, 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The office will be closed on the following holidays 
and voting will not take place.
• Monday, February 12, 2018, for Lincoln's Birthday
• Monday, February 19, 2018, for Presidents' Day

Early and Grace voting will be held at the Union 
County Clerk's Office, located at

309 W. Market Street, Room 116
Jonesboro, IL 62952

Terry Bartruff
Union County Clerk

6-13G

Wildcats score Senior Night
victory over Sparta in finale

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys' basketball team built 
an early lead and never 
looked back on its way to 
a 67-58 win over visiting 
Sparta on Senior Night in 
the final Southern Illinois 
River-to-River Conference 
Mississippi Division regu-
lar season game Friday, 
Feb. 16.

Jake Parr had 17 points 
and 3 rebounds to lead the 
Wildcats. 

Jacob Zimmerman add-
ed 16 points. Logan Saw-
yer had 10 points and 3 
rebounds. 

Sheldon McGrath had 
9 points and 2 rebounds. 

Tyler Smith had 4 points 
and a rebound. 

Noah Smith had 3 points. 
Noah McFarland had 3 
points and 3 rebounds.  
Blake Pena had 2 points.

The Wildcats were 17 of 
23 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 7 of 13 from 3-point 
range and 12 of 17 from the 
free throw line.

The Bulldogs were 22 of 
37 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 3 of 13 from 3-point 
range and 5 of 9 from the 
charity stripe.

A-J, 21-8 overall and 6-4 
for a third place finish in the 
conference, plays this week 
in the Johnston City Class 
2A regional.

Commentary

Disturbing incident at game
By Mike Estel

As a former high school 
basketball official and long-
time fan, I witnessed some-
thing recently at a high 
school basketball game I've 
never seen before and hope 
I never see again.

A fan actually came on 
the floor to confront an 
official.

Oh sure, fans can get 
rowdy and have verbal at-
tacks on the officials. That 
just comes with the terri-
tory and is part of every 
game I've ever officiated 

or watched from the stands.
After some previous 

games I've officiated in the 
past, I've been confronted 
out in the public about miss-
ing calls, but never actually 
confronted on the floor.

But at Cobden's Senior 
Night game with Egyptian 
recently, this Pharaoh fan 
definitely crossed the line.

Though I was across 
the gymnasium from him 
throughout the game. I 
could hear him during the 
game giving the officials a 
hard time every time they 
made a call against his team 
he didn't agree with. 

To me it seemed like 
he was reacting with some 
negative comments every 
time his team received any 
foul call at all.

I never heard any curse 
words, but he was very vo-
cal and I'm sure the officials 
were very close to having 
him escorted out the door 
prior to this incident.

The game was close 
throughout the contest and 
could have gone either way.

And, then it happened 
like a lightning bolt and 
instead of verbally assault-
ing the officials, he was on 
the floor after a call against 
his team.

Principal Crystal Hous-
man apparently was aware 
that there was potential for 
some problems because she 
was close by and immedi-
ately escorted the irate fan 
to the nearest exit.

The game continued 
with only a little bit of 
discontent from either side.

Principal Housman has 
to be credited for handling 
a situation that could have 
really gotten out of hand.

I hope I never witness 
something like this happen-
ing again. It's the darkest 
depth of unsportsmanship 
and has no place anywhere 
on a basketball court.

A message to Old Man Winter?
Folks might be ready to tell Old Man Winter to 

“stop.” Heavy snow, and very large snowflakes, fell 
early Saturday morning in the Union County area.

Marshall Co.
tops Cobden

Marshall County, Ky., 
topped visiting Cobden 
69-42 in the final regular 
season game for the Ap-
pleknockers Friday, Feb. 
16.

John Russell scored 
16 points to lead the Ap-
pleknockers. 

Noah Franklin added 
12 points, Joe Brumleve 7, 
Clayton Eck, Cody Weise-
man and Dylan Lewey 2 
apiece and Zane Nance 1.

Cobden, 15-12, is sched-
uled to play this week at the 
Gallatin County Class 1A 
regional.

Celebration scheduled 
at Cobden church

A note-burning and pastor anniversary celebra-
tion is planned Sunday, Feb. 25, at the First Baptist 
Church in Cobden.

The celebration will be held, along with a bar-
beque luncheon, after the morning service at the 
Cobden church.

The church is celebrating to honor the full retire-
ment of the debt service on the new sanctuary and 
the sixth anniversary of Ed and Tiffany Falgout's 
ministry. All are welcome to attend the celebration.

Student volunteers offer
help with income tax forms

Free income tax prepara-
tion is available at Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale, thanks to a group of 
student volunteers. 

Beta Alpha Psi, an SIU 
College of Business honors 
accounting organization, 
is again sponsoring the 
Volunteer Income Tax As-
sistance, VITA, program to 
assist fellow students and 
low- and moderate-income 
people from the community 
with tax returns. 

On Saturday mornings 
through April 14, free tax 
preparation help is sched-
uled to be offered on the 
SIU campus. 

From 8 a.m. until noon, 
people can come to the 
computer lab on the lower 
level of Rehn Hall, which is 
located at 1025 Lincoln Dr. 

There will not be ses-
sions on March 10 and 
17 due to the university’s 
spring break. 

Anna Li, Jing Mo and 
Jared Nicholas are coordi-
nators for this year’s VITA 
program. 

The students participated 
in advanced training to 
prepare for their leadership 
roles. 

The free tax preparation 
service includes free elec-
tronic filing. 

Each of the students is an 
IRS-certified volunteer tax 
preparer and has completed 
mandatory ethics and basic 
tax exam courses. 

The VITA coordinators 
review all returns the stu-
dents prepare and assist 
with more complicated 
questions. 

Students have given as-
sistance through the VITA 
program for more than 25 
years. Student volunteers 

completed more than 300 
tax returns last year, all at 
no charge. 

Appointments are not 
necessary. Returns are typi-
cally completed in an hour 
or less. On average, the 
waiting time for help is no 
more than 15-30 minutes. 

VITA assistance is open 
to any U.S. citizen, whether 
single or married, as long 
as their income is no more 
than $54,000 and they take 
the standard federal deduc-
tion. 

Although there are a 
few specific tax situations 
which may go beyond the 
scope covered by VITA, 
the volunteers can assist 
with a number of typical tax 
situations including those 
involving wages and earn-
ings from self-employment, 
interest and unemployment 
income, Social Security 
benefits, dividends and re-
turns that involve child tax, 
education or earned income 
credits. 

In order to take advan-
tage of the VITA services, 
taxpayers need to bring 
with them legal identifica-
tion, such as a driver’s 
license or passport, along 
with all of their current tax 
documents. 

That includes W-2s, 
SSA-1099S, 1099-MISCs 
or 1098-Ts, as well as any 
other pertinent documenta-
tion. 

Taxpayers should also 
bring their Form 1095-B or 
another proof of insurance 
in order to avoid the pen-
alty for not having health 
insurance. 

For more information, 
email the VITA coordina-
tors at bap.siuc@gmail.
com.

Rail plan
The Illinois Department 

of Transportation, IDOT, is 
seeking input on its 2017 
rail plan.

The plan provides an 
overview of the state’s ex-
isting passenger and freight 
facilities and operations 
as well as strategies for 
achieving long-term goals. 

The public is asked to 
review the plan on IDOT’s 
website at https://goo.gl/
dF4dpC and submit com-
ments at https://goo.gl/
pp7rWD by Feb. 23.

Forever SIU fund-raising
campaign tops $56 million

A three-year, $75 million 
fund-raising campaign to 
support students at South-
ern Illinois University Car-
bondale raised more than 
$56 million in its first year.

Forever SIU: The Cam-
paign for Students launched 
on Jan. 1, 2017. 

As of Dec. 31, approxi-
mately 5,000 donors con-
tributed $56,317,674, or 
75 percent of the $75 mil-
lion goal, according to Jim 
Salmo, chief executive of-
ficer of the SIU Foundation.

The campaign’s progress 
is a sign of confidence in the 
university, SIU chancellor 
Carlo Montemagno said.

More than half of the 
total raised is for student 
scholarships and fellow-
ships, with the balance sup-
porting academic programs, 
facilities and technology.

SIU acclaimed
for student aid,
scholarships

For the second time in 
2018, Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale has 
earned national recognition 
for the scholarships and 
financial aid assistance it 
provides to students. 

The Student Loan Report 
recently ranked SIU No. 
67 in the nation among the 
“Public Colleges Where 
Students Earn the Most 
Scholarship Funding.” 

The rankings are de-
termined on the basis of 
undergraduate scholarships 
provided to students by 
public colleges. 

SIU also claimed the 
No. 1 rank in Online Col-
leges’ “10 Online Colleges 
with the Best Financial Aid 
Opportunities in 2017” list, 
released in January. 

Workshop set
The Arts Council of 

Southeast Missouri plans 
to host a pastel painting 
workshop March 10-11.

The workshop wil l 
be presented by Michele 
Wells, who is a professional 
artist based in St. Louis.

The pastel painting 
workshop is scheduled 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
both days.

Enrollment in the work-
shop is limited. Those who 
may be interested in par-
ticipating can find a reg-
istration form on the arts 
council’s website at www.
capearts.org. 
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Historic Kornthal Church
near Jonesboro

One of the reasons we are glad
to be a part of the Union County community.
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For Sale
BEAGLE PUPS FOR SALE: 
Parents on site. $100.00. Call 
(618)-833-3338.
------------------------------
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2016 CK 2610 
Kioti tractor, Kioti K2 2610 
loader, 5', KB 2465 6-5' 
backhoe; 5' SBX box blade, 
6' blade. 80 hours on it. Priced 
to sell. Call (618)-697-7933.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2010 Ford 
Ranger. Automatic, regular 
cab, 4-cylinder, metal tool 
box, good tires. Good condi-
tion, clean. 108,000 miles. 
$6,000 obo. Call (618)-521-
8049.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: Nice light beige 
Kenmore electric stove with 
cord, 4 new burners. $160.00. 
Anna, IL. Call (618)-889-
2621.
------------------------------

For Sale 
real 

eState
FOR SALE: 2 lots in Anna 
city limits with all utility 
hook-ups. Call (618)-697-
6292.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 4 miles north 
of Cobden off of old route 
51, 3 bedroom home and 
a mobile home with a new 
roof on 3 acres, $85,000. 
Call (618)-969-2451.
------------------------------

For rent
NOTICE: All real es-

tate advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination." 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.
------------------------------
FOR RENT ANNA: 1 bed-
room apartment, all appli-
ances included. $400.00 de-
posit. No pets. No smoking. 
$495.00 per month rent. Call 
(618)-697-7050.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Homes, A-
Frames and Mobile Homes 
For Rent in East Cape. Call 
(618)-661-1118.
------------------------------

Help 
Wanted

REPPERT 
PUBLICATIONS, 

a family-owned, award 
winning newspaper group 
in Southernmost Illinois, 
is seeking community-
minded reporters/editors. 
A journalism degree is 
desired, but will consider 
others with appropriate 
work experience in news-
room applications. You 
will cover everything from 
local government, school 
news, hard news to rib-
bon cuttings. Must be 
a self-starter, versatile 
writer and deadline- and 
results- oriented. We offer 

competitive salary, vaca-
tion and opportunities for 
advancement. Computer, 
photography and layout 
skills are a huge plus. Send 
cover letter, resume and 
samples of your work to 
lhinton@anna news.com or 
mail to: Lonnie Hinton, P.O. 
Box 457, Vienna, IL 62995.
------------------------------
WANTED: Person to lead the 
youth ministry of First Evan-
gelical Presbyterian Church 
of Anna into the future. The 
successful candidate will be 
a committed and spiritually 
growing disciple of Christ; 
desire to connect with com-
munity and church as well 
as youth and their families; 
have excellent communica-
tion, organizational, and time 
management skills; have two 
years experience working 
with youth in a church set-
ting; and be in agreement with 
the theology and mission of 
First EPC and our denomina-
tion. Responsibilities include 
driving vision for ministry; 
developing and implement-
ing relationally-oriented 
programming; recruit, train, 
supervise, and minister to 
volunteers;  teach the Bible; 
connect relationally with 
youth and their families; 
and reach out to youth in the 
schools and community. This 
is a part-time (15-20 hours 
per week) position. Please 
send letter of interest, resume 
and references by February 
28 to First Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church, 315 South 
Street, Anna, or to the pastor 
at david@firstepc.org
------------------------------

Wanted
ALL MAINTENANCE & 

REMODELING:
(Winter's Here):

Roofing, Carpentry, 
Ceramic Tile, Flooring,

Painting, Siding,
Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning,

Tree Service,
55' Bucket Truck.

FREE ESTIMATES
Cobden, IL.

(618)-364-2870
"WE DO IT ALL"

------------------------------
PAYING TOP PRICES

FOR STANDING 
TIMBER:

3 acres or more.
Over 20 years of logging 

experience, 
with References. 
Fully Insured.
Joe Godwin,

(618)-893-2622
(618)-967-1411

------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: 

Junked & wrecked auto-
mobiles and scraped metal. 
Clark & Son, 100 Kelly 
Cemetery, Cobden. Call 
(618)-893-2195.
------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: 1 to 
3 acres in the Lick Creek 
School District. Preferably 
with utility hook-ups. Call 
(618)-614-0349.
------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: Alu-
minum cans and other junk. 
Will pick up junk appliances. 
ALSO, APPLIANCES FOR 
SALE. Call (618)-833-3544.
------------------------------

BuSineSS
Duck Works Lawn Care

(618)-201-5712
Full Service Lawn Care:
Mowing, Landscaping

Cleaning Gutters, 
Fall Clean Up, 
Leaf removal,

Flower Bed Maintenance, 
Mulch,

Lawn Weed Control,
Bush Trimming,
Retaining Wall 
Construction,

Power Washing.
FREE ESTIMATE!

duckworkslawncare@
gmail.com

www.duckworkslawn.com
(618)-201-5712

Serving Southern IL for 
over 15 years!

------------------------------

MILLER'S 
CONSTRUCTION:
Remodels, Repairs, 
Doors, Windows & 

Siding, Decks, 
Interior & Exterior Paint-

ing.
Fully Insured.
Jason Miller,

(618)-697-6373
------------------------------
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL 
& SALT SPREADING: In-
sured. Call Foster Mowing, 
(618)-697-1204.
------------------------------

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
------------------------------

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE THE ESTATE OF: 
MARY ANNE DAWES,

Deceased.
No.: 2018-P-1

NOTICE OF CLAIM

Notice is given of the 
death of Mary Anne Dawes, 
of Anna, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on Janu-
ary 19, 2018 to Darrell L. 
Dawes, whose attorney is 
Angela M. Povolish of Fei-
rich/Mager/Green/Ryan, 
2001 West Main Street, PO 
Box 1570, Carbondale, Illi-
nois 62903.  Claims against 
the estate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court of Union County, 
First Judicial Circuit, PO 
Box 450, Jonesboro, Illinois 
62952, with the representa-
tive, or both, on or before 
August 31, 2018, and any 
claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred.

Copies of a claim filed 
with the court must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the at-
torney within ten days after 
it has been filed. 
   

Tiffany Busby, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court

   
Respectfully submitted,

FEIRICH/MAGER/
GREEN/RYAN

Angela M. Povolish
Attorney for the Executor

  
FEIRICH/MAGER/

GREEN/RYAN
2001 West Main Street, 

PO Box 1570
Carbondale, IL 62901

Telephone: 618-529-3000
Facsimile: 618-529-3008

8-10g

STATE OF ILLINOIS
CIRCUIT COURT
UNION COUNTY

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
OF COURT DATE FOR 

REQUEST OF
NAME CHANGE 
(MINOR CHILD)

REQUEST OF:
Jessica Renee Hurd

TO CHANGE NAME OF 
MINOR CHILD

Leonites Mason Alvin 
Casper

TO
Leonidas Mason Alvin 

Hurd
2017-MR-167

Notice is given you, the 
public, that on Wednes-
day, March 21, 2018, at 1 
p.m., Leonites Mason Alvin 
Casper, a minor, by Jessica 
Renee Hurd, his mother and 
next friend, will request that 
this Court change his pres-
ent name of Leonites Mason 
Alvin Casper to the name 

of Leonidas Mason Alvin 
Hurd.

Leonites Mason Alvin 
Casper, a minor, 

by Jessica Renee Hurd, 
his mother.

January 30, 2018
8-10g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED 

BUSINESS NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in re-
lation to the use of an As-
sumed Name in the conduct 
or Transaction of Business 
in the State," as Amended 
that a certification was filed  
by the undersigned with 
the County Clerk of Union 
County. Filed this 20th day 
of January, 2018, under the 
Assumed Name of Southern 
Roots Hair Company with 
the place of business located 
at 335 S. Main Street, Anna, 
Illinois 62906 and that the 
True Name(s) and Resi-
dence Address of the Sole 
Owner(s) and Proprietor(s) 
of said Business is:

Lesley Stoffel
2195 State Route 146 W.

Jonesboro, IL 62952    

Terry Bartruff
Union County Clerk

9-11gc

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF UNION 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS
CHANCERY DIVISION

CARRINGTON 
MORTGAGE 

SERVICES, LLC.
Plaintiff,

v.
JESSICA FLEMING; AL-

EXANDER FLEMING;  
UNKNOWN OWNERS 

and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS

Defendants.
Case No: 2017 CH 12

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE BY 

PUBLICATION

The requisite affidavit for 
service by publication hav-
ing been filed, notice is giv-
en to you, ALEXANDER 
FLEMING, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NONRE-
CORD CLAIMANTS, de-
fendants in the above enti-
tled action, that an action for 
foreclosure was commenced 
on April 18, 2017 in the Cir-
cuit Court of Union County, 
Chancery Division, by the 
plaintiff against you and 
other defendants, referenced 
above.

1. The names of all the 
Plaintiff’s and the Case 
Number are identified 
above.

2. The Court in which 
said action was brought is 
identified above.

3. The names of the title 
holders of record are as fol-
lows: JESSICA FLEMING 
and ALEXANDER FLEM-
ING

4. The legal description 
of the real estate sufficient 
to identify it with reasonable 
certainty is as follows: 

LOT NUMBER ONE 
(1) IN MEADOWBROOK 
ADDITION, BEING A 
SUBDIVISION OF A 
PART OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 
12 SOUTH, RANGE ONE 
WEST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
CITY OF JONESBORO, 
UNION COUNTY, IL-
LINOIS, PER SURVEY 
FILED APRIL 19, 1988 IN 
RECORD BOOK 48, PAG-
ES 153-154, IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE RECORD-
ER OF DEEDS IN UNION 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, SIT-
UATED IN THE COUNTY 
OF UNION, STATE OF IL-

LINOIS.
P.I.N.: 14-00-07-962-A1
5. The common address 

of the subject real estate is 
as follows:

100 Park Lane, Jones-
boro, IL 62952

6. An identification of the 
Mortgage sought to be fore-
closed is as follows:

a. Name of Mortgagors: 
Jessica Fleming and Alexan-
der Fleming

b. Name of Mortgagee:  
Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank

c. Date of Mortgage:  
 August 15, 2008

d. Date of Recording:  
August 15, 2008

e. County where Record-
ed:
Union

f. Recording Document 
Number: 

2008R2257
Summons was duly is-

sued out of the court against 
you as provided by law and 
the action is now pending.
Now, therefore, unless you, 
ALEXANDER FLEMING, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIM-
ANTS defendants, file your 
answer to the complaint in 
the action or otherwise make 
your appearance in the action, 
in the Office of the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Chancery Division, 
in the courthouse in the city 
of 309 West Market Street, 
Jonesboro, IL 62952 on or 
before March 15, 2018 a de-
fault may be entered against 
you at any time after that 
date and a decree entered in 
accordance with the prayer 
of the complaint.

Dated: January 30, 2018
Tiffany Busby

Clerk of  1st  Judicial 
Circuit,

Union County, Illinois
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

SOUTHERNTRUST 
BANK, a state chartered 

bank, Plaintiff 
v. 

TODD E. HILL,
 et al., Defendants, 

No. 18-CH-2

NOTICE OF 
PENDENCY OF 

ACTION

NOTICE is hereby given 
to unknown owners and 
non-record claimants of 
the real estate described in 
the Complaint for Foreclo-
sure filed in the above en-
titled case, defendants in the 

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

above entitled case, pursu-
ant to the provisions of 735 
Illinois Compiled Statutes 
5/2-206, 5/15-1218, and 
5/15-1502, that the above 
entitled mortgage foreclo-
sure suit is now pending in 
said Court and the day on 
or after which a default may 
be entered against said De-
fendants is March 22, 2018, 
and that the following infor-
mation applies to said fore-
closure proceeding:

1.  The name of the 
Plaintiff and the case num-
ber are identified above.

2.  The court in which 
said action was brought is 
identified above.

3.  The names of the ti-
tleholders of record:  Todd 
E. Hill a/k/a Todd Everett 
Hill and Robin L. Hill a/k/a 
Robin Lee Hill

4.  The legal description 
of the real estate sufficient 
to identify it with reason-
able certainty is as follows:

TRACT 1:
A PARCEL OF LAND 

BEING A PART OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF 
SECTON 20, TOWNSHIP 
12 SOUTH, RANGE 1 
EAST OF THE THIRD 
PRICIPAL MERIDIAN, 
SAID PARCEL IS ALSO 
A PART OF PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED AND RE-
CORDED IN BOOK 111, 
PAGE 379 IN THE UNION 
COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
IN THE NAME OF ROL-
LIE E. HILL AND MABEL 
DUFFIELD HILL, DATED 
AUGUST 23, 1969.  SAID 
PARCEL BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  
BEGINNING AT AN 
IRON ROD SET AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID QUARTER-
QUARTER SECTION; 
THENCE S 1 DEGREE 
15’05” W 660.80 FEET 
ALONG THE EAST LINE 
OF SAID QUARTER-
QUARTER SECTION 
TO AN IRON ROD SET; 
THENCE ALONG NEW 
LINES THE FOLLOW-
ING TWO (2) CALLS; 
THENCE N 89 DEGREES 
30’56” W 660.76 FEET, 
PASSING AN IRON ROD 
SET AT 40.00 FEET, TO 
AN IRON ROD SET; 
THENCE N 1 DEGREE 
30’02” E 660.84 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET 
IN THE NORTH LINE 
OF SAID QUARTER-
QUARTER SECTION; 
THENCE S 89 DEGREES 
30’56” E 657.89 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING.  SAID PARCEL TO 
CONTAIN 10.001 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS.  SAID 
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Midwestern Propane in Anna has an 
immediate opening for a part-time 
cylinder delivery driver. CDL with 
Hazmat required. 3 days/15 hours a 
week. Please email resume to 

office@midwesternpropane.com
or fax to 618-833-9643

HELP WANTED

Position Announcement

executive Assistant - Adult ed & Alt Hs
maintenance technician

Receptionist/clerk
nursing instructor

talent search Academic specialist (Pt)
Learning skills specialist/ tutor coordinator (Pt)

For job details, application process
and qualification guideline, please refer to

www.shawneecc.edu/community_services/employment.asp

SCC is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.9AP10GVOCD

Tri-County Special Education Joint Agreement
1725 Shomaker Drive • Murphysboro, IL 62966

(618) 684-2109
The Tri-County Special Education Joint Agreement 
is preparing to destroy temporary records for former 
students born in 1991 and 1992 or who graduated 
during the 2010-2011 school year. Temporary 
records include all information contained in the 
Special Education files. Permanent record, i.e., 
attendance records and transcripts are maintained 
in your home school district.
Former students or legal guardians of former 
students whose records are involved should call 
the Special Education office at (618) 684-2109 
and ask for Queenie by March 16, 2018, to pick 
up their files. The destruction date has been set 
for March 20, 2018.

Requests should be directed to:
Tri-County Special Education Joint Agreement

Attn: Queenie
(618) 684-2109 Ext. 133 9P10GCD
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PARCEL BEING SUB-
JECT TO ALL RIGHTS-
OF-WAY AND EASE-
MENTS, RECORDED OR 
OTHERWISE.  ALL SITU-
ATED IN THE COUNTY 
OF UNION, STATE OF 
ILLINOIS, PER SURVEY 
OF MITCHELL R. GAR-
RETT, IL PROFESSION-
AL LAND SURVEYOR 
NO 3085, RECORDED 
JUNE 27, 2000 IN RE-
CORD BOOK 183 AT 
PAGE 92 IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE RECORDER OF 
DEEDS, UNION COUN-
TY, ILLINOIS.    

TRACT 2:
A PARCEL OF LAND 

BEING A PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 20, TOWNSHIP 
12 SOUTH, RANGE 1 
EAST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN.  
SAID PARCEL BEING 
A PART OF PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED AND RE-
CORDED IN BOOK 111, 
PAGE 379 IN THE UNION 
COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
IN THE NAME OF ROL-
LIE E. HILL AND MABEL 
DUFFIELD HILL, DATED 
AUGUST 23RD, 1989.  
SAID PARCEL BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:  BEGINNING AT 
THE NORTHEAST COR-
NER OF SAID QUARTER 
QUARTER SECTION.  
BEING MARKED BY AN 
IRON ROD SET NEXT TO 
A STONE FOUND AT A 
FENCE INTERSECTION; 
THENCE S 24 DEGREES 
31’35”W, 1217.10 FEET 
ALONG A NEW LINE 
TO AN IRON ROD SET 
IN THE NORTH RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF THE 
JIM TOWN LOOP ROAD 
(FORMERLY THE OLD 
VIENNA-ANNA ROAD); 
THENCE ALONG THE 
SAID NORTH RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE THE FOL-
LOWING TWO CALLS: 
THENCE N 42 DEGREES 
51’37”W, 377.72 FEET 
TO A POINT; THENCE N 
35 DEGREES 08’29”W, 
54.99 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
33 DEGREES 41’57”E, 
944.09 FEET ALONG A 
NEW LINE TO AN IRON 
ROD SET IN THE NORTH 
LINE OF SAID QUARTER 
QUARTER SECTION; 
THENCE S 90 DEGREES 
00’00”E, 270.00 FEET 
ALONG THE NORTH 
LINE OF SAID QUAR-
TER QUARTER SEC-
TION TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING.  SAID PAR-
CEL TO CONTAIN 8.001 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS.  
SAID PARCEL SUBJECT 
TO ALL RIGHTS-OF-
WAY AND EASEMENTS, 
RECORDED OR OTH-
ERWISE.  PER PLAT OF 
SURVEY PREPARED BY 
MITCHELL R. GARRETT, 
ILLINOIS LAND SUR-
VEYOR NO. 3085, RE-
CORDED OCTOBER 11, 
1996 IN RECORD BOOK 
136 AT PAGES 675-676 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
UNION COUNTY RE-
CORDER OF DEEDS, 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS. 

5.  Common address 
or description or the loca-
tion of the real estate is as 
follows:  Jim Town Loop, 
Anna, Illinois.    

6.  An identification of 
the mortgage sought to be 
foreclosed is as follows: 

Names of mortgagors:  
Todd E. Hill a/k/a Todd Ev-
erett Hill and Robin L. Hill 
a/k/a Robin Lee Hill

Name of mortgagee:  
SouthernTrust Bank

Date of mortgage:  Au-
gust 28, 2009 

Date of recording:  Au-
gust 31, 2009 

County where recorded:   
Union County

Recording document 
identification:  Book 321, 
Page 115-123

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT A DEBT 
BY A DEBT COLLECTOR 
AND ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.  

Clerk of the Circuit Court
Union County, Illinois

BARRETT, TWOMEY, 
BROOM,

HUGHES & HOKE, LLP
Attorneys at Law

100 North Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 3747

Carbondale, IL  62902-
3747

Tel:  (618) 457-0437

Fax: (618) 457-0411
e-mail:  mrtwomey@btbhh.

com
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 IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA STATE BANK,
An Illinois Banking 

Corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEL G. KELLER, 

MARILYN KELLER,
KELLER GRAIN 
COMPANY, INC,
PENNY COSTA, 

TCF INVENTORY 
FINANCE, INC.,

and ALL NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS

AND UNKNOWN 
OWNER.

Defendant.
No.  17-CH-19

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of Fore-
closure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on Septem-
ber 29, 2017, the Sheriff of 
Union County, Illinois will 
on March 14, 2018 at the 
hour of 9:00 A.M. at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
Front Door of the Court-
house, Jonesboro, IL 62952, 
or in a place otherwise des-
ignated at the time of sale, 
County of Union and State 

of Illinois, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder for 
cash, as set forth below, the 
following described real es-
tate:

Part of the East Half of 
the Southwest Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 25, Township 12 South, 
Range 3 West of the Third 
Principal Meridian, Union 
County, Illinois.  Com-
mencing at the intersection 
of the centerlines of existing 
State Bond Issue Route 3 
and State Bond Issue Route 
146; Thence Northwesterly 
on the centerline of said 
State Bond Issue Route 146 
a distance of 364.1 feet to 
the centerline of the existing 
Illinois Central Gulf Rail-
road Company’s main track; 
Thence Southerly with a de-
flection angle to the right of 
99 degrees 00 feet a distance 
of 30.37 feet on the said 
centerline of said existing 
main track to the Southerly 
right-of-way line of said 
State Bond Issue Route 146 
and the point of beginning 
for this description; Thence 
Southwesterly on the said 
Southerly right-of-way line 
of State Bond Issue Route 
146 with a deflection angle 
to the right of 81 degrees 
00 feet a distance of 50.62 
feet; Thence Southeasterly 
with a deflection to the left 
of 81 degrees 00 feet a dis-
tance of 750.00 feet; Thence 
Northeasterly with a deflec-
tion angle to the left of 90 
degrees 00 feet a distance of 
100.00 feet; Thence North-
westerly with a deflection to 

the left of 90 degrees a dis-
tance of 173.09 feet; Thence 
Northeasterly with a deflec-
tion angle to the right of 90 
degrees 00 feet a distance of 
50.00 feet; Thence North-
westerly with a deflec-
tion angle to the left of 90 
degrees 00 feet a distance 
of 600.00 feet to the said 
Southerly right-of-way line 
of State Bond Issue Route 
146; Thence Southwest-
erly on the said Southerly 
right-of-way line of State 
Bond Issue Route 146 with 
a deflection angle to the left 
of 99 degrees 00 feet a dis-
tance of 101.15 feet to the 
point of beginning, contain-
ing 2.42 acres, more or less, 
all situated in Union Coun-
ty, Illinois. All as shown on 
plat survey dated September 
28, 1973 prepared by Jack 
H. Bass, Illinois Registered 
Land Surveyor, No. 1713.  

PIN 11-25-07-055-A
Common address:   
9225 W. State Rte. 146, 
Jonesboro, Illinois 
Sale Terms: 10% due by 

cash or certified funds at the 
time of sale and the balance 
is due within 24 hours of the 
sale.  The subject property is 
subject to real estate taxes, 
specials assessments or spe-
cial taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for 
sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in “as is” 
condition. The sale is fur-
ther subject to confirmation 
by the Court.

If the sale is set aside for 

any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to return of the deposit 
paid.  The Purchaser shall 
have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the 
Mortgagee or the Mortgag-
ee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the purchas-
er shall receive a Certificate 
of Sale, which will entitle 
the purchaser to Deed to the 
real estate after Confirma-
tion of the Sale.  The suc-
cessful purchaser has the 
sole responsibility/expense 
of evicting any tenants or 
other individuals presently 
in possession of the subject 
premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection and 
Plaintiff makes no represen-
tation as to the condition of 
the property.  Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 
check the Court file to ver-
ify all information.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or contact 
Plaintiff’s attorney: D. Bri-
an Trambley, 803 W. Vine 
Street, P.O. Box 899, Vi-
enna, IL 62995, (618)658-
2182.

D. Brian Trambley
Attorney for Plaintiff

Reg. #6217256
803 W. Vine Street

P.O. Box 899
Vienna, IL 62995

Telephone: (618) 658-2182
Facsimile: (618) 658-2791

trambley@frontier.com
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GOT LAND? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ To hunt your land. 
Call for a FREE info packet & 
Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com
------------------------------
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD 
THINNER XARELTO and suf-
fered internal bleeding, hemor-
rhaging, required hospitalization 
or a loved one died while tak-
ing Xarelto between 2011 and 
the present time, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727
------------------------------
DRIVER - CDL A TRAINING. 
$250 - $500 Incentive Bonus. No 
Out of Pocket Tuition Cost!. Get 
Your CDL in 22 Days. 6 Day 
Refresher Courses Available. 
Minimum 21 Years. 877-899 
-8741. EOE. www.kllmdrivin-
gacademy.com
------------------------------
Meet singles right now! No paid 
operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greetings, exchange 
messages and connect live. Try 
it free. Call now: 855-379-3128
------------------------------
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 800 
567-0404 Ext.300N
------------------------------

The Big Eight
The director of two community economic development as-

sociations in Utah compiled the following tongue-in-cheek 
list of sure fire ways to "Ruin Your Town":

1. Stay away from town meetings and be sure to criticize 
the way things run. You don't have to be there to know that 
somebody else is not doing it right.

2. Complain bitterly about the climate. Dwell on cold win-
ters, the hot summers and the generally tough conditions 
for the people who live here. Let the world know that this is 
the last place anybody would want to live and work.

3. Knock your city and county governments. Spread the 
word about the stupidity of your elected officials. After all, 
they are all just out to get you anyway.

4. Don't buy anything locally. Use discount stores in the 
city and direct mail catalogs for all of your purchases. It's 
a lot more important to save a buck than to save your local 
merchant.

5. Snipe at the local newspaper. Tell anyone who will listen 
that those media people are just no good and that they nev-
er print the news you want to read.

6. Boycott community events. Tell yourself and anyone 
else that it's not your job to show up for ball games, con-
certs and school programs. Who really cares if anyone par-
ticipates in those things?

7. Be more negative. Everybody knows that all kids are de-
linquents, all business people are crooks and all public of-
ficials are just looking out for themselves. Try to get in as 
many bad remarks about the town as possible.

8. Be skeptical, cynical and critical about anything de-
signed for the community's progress and betterment and 
do it as loudly as possible. Blame progress for every diffi-
culty, economic development for changing things from the 
way they were in the good old days, and disagree with any-
thing that makes things different in your town.

Most people interact with 10 or more people every day of 
their lives. That's 310 individuals this month alone. Think of 
the good you could do by keeping a more positive attitude 
when talking about your community.



Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Rod's 
Towing

Jonesboro 
(618) 833-5937

Village
of

Dongola
827-4343

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506 • 512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546 • 1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Amy D. 
Parrish, 

CPA
1115 St. Hwy. 127 S

Jonesboro, IL
(618) 833-7400

February 17-24, 2018

Julie Hancock
Pulaski County Clerk & Staff

Mound City • 748-9360

Pulaski-Alexander
Farm Bureau

Mounds • 745-9420

Chamness
Angus Farms

Bob & Matt Chamness

“We buy anything metal”
155 Quail Lane • Cobden, IL

Office: 893-2195 • Cell: 697-0973
Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Sat. 7 a.m. - Noon

Clark & Son

Mounds, IL • 342-6200
Olmsted, IL • 742-6205

Theis 
Farms

Dongola, IL

Daniel, 
Stephanie, 

Caleb & Megan

104 W. Broad • Jonesboro • 833-2125
"Where membership means value"

We salute america's 
agricultural Youth

. . . our Future

Paul and 
Lori Rich 

Farms

We support 
our local FFA 

Chapters

Wilson Funeral Home
300 Main Street • Karnak, IL

(618) 634-2241

138 E. Vienna St.
Anna

618) 833-2171

National FFA Week-February 17-24, 2018

Proclamation
Whereas, FFA and agricultural education provide a strong foundation for the youth of America and the future of the 

food, fiber and natural resources systems; and

Whereas, FFA promotes premier leadership, personal growth and career success among its members; and 

Whereas, agricultural education and FFA ensure a steady supply of young professionals to meet the growing needs in 
the science, business and technology of agriculture; and

Whereas, the FFA motto, "learning to do, doing to learn, earning to live, living to serve," gives direction of purpose to 
these students who take an active role in succeeding in agricultural education; and

Whereas, FFA promotes citizenship, volunteerism, patriotism and cooperation,

Therefore, the sponsors on these pages join in saluting FFA, FFA chapters at local schools and the many positive con-
tributions of FFA during National FFA Week, February 17-24, 2018.

Dongola
827-3541

Ullin
845-3395

109 Transcraft Drive 
Anna, IL 62906

833-8755
Fax 833-8854

www.angautomotive.com
angauto@msn.com

M.W. Seed
 olutions710 Sadler Road
Anna, IL 62906
Cell: 618-534-3157 • mwseedsolutions@yahoo.com
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Shawnee FFA Chapter
The Shawnee FFA Chapter has planned the following activities:
Monday, February 19: Presidents' Day
Tuesday, February 20: FFA Balloon Release, Greenhand Day
Wednesday, February 21: Teacher Appreciation Breakfast, Coloring Activity 
with 1st and 2nd Graders
Thursday, February 22: Members will teach 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students  
fun facts about food
Friday, February 23: Fish Fry

Shawnee FFA Officers are:
Casey Kuberski - President Chapman Hill - Vice President
Jeremiah Hale - Secretary Katie Charles - Treasurer
Nick McAllister - Reporter T.J. Kell - Sentinel

Ms. Kayla Riedle - Advisor

Shawnee Greenhand Officers are:
Jayclynn Presutti - President Kalyn Mouser - Vice President
Brinna Coomer - Secretary Jasmine Graham - Treasurer
Hannah Sichling - Reporter Mariah Faire - Sentinel

Meridian FFA Chapter
The Meridian FFA Chapter has planned the following activities:
Monday, February 19: Presidents' Day
Tuesday, February 20: Drive your Tractor, Truck or ATV/UTV to School Day
Wednesday, February 21: Ag Olympics in the Gym. Bobbing for Apples, Pig 
Scramble, Hay Bale Toss, Calf Bottle Drinking
Thursday, February 22: Fish Fry for Staff
Friday, February 23: Community Service at the Veterans Home and Humane 
Society, Wear Blue Day

Meridian FFA Officers are:
Morgan Laird - President Alexis Crain - Vice President
Wyatt Helton - Secretary Cymone Ballard - Treasurer
James Lang - Reporter Treston Masters - Sentinel

Erin Ruiz - Advisor

Local FFA chapters celebrate 2018 
National FFA Week February 17-24

Egyptian FFA Chapter
The Egyptian FFA Chapter has planned the following activities:
Monday, February 19: Presidents' Day
Tuesday, February 20: Teacher Appreciation Day
Wednesday, February 21: Chapter Visits by State FFA Officers
 and Elementary Ag Olympics
Thursday, February 22: 8th Grade Presentation on FFA and the Importance 
 of Agriculture
Friday, February 23: FFA Equipment Day and Petting Zoo for Elem. School

Egyptian FFA Officers are:
Kelsey McCrite - President Nick Mitchell - Vice President
Rileigh Petermichel - Secretary Brooke Sinn - Treasurer
Jolie Hill - Sentinel Jasi Sissom - Reporter
Kolton Pitts - Student Advisor Lucas McLaughlin - Chaplain

Century FFA Chapter
Century FFA Officers are:

Rachel Thurston - President Audrianna Green - Vice President
Molly Williams - Secretary Alicia Inman - Treasurer
McKenzie Reagor - Historian Aryn Malone - Reporter 
Astin Dillow - Sentinel Colin Ryan - Chaplain
Kelton Richardson - Parlimentarian Advisor - Brent Miller

Exit 18
off I-57

Anna
833-4956

Anna-Jonesboro FFA Chapter
The Anna-Jonesboro FFA Chapter has planned the following activities:
Monday, February 19: Presidents' Day
Tuesday, February 20: Greenhand Day, Freshman Breakfast
Wednesday, February 21: Western Day, Sophomore Breakfast
Thursday, February 22: Camo Day, Junior Breakfast
Friday, February 23: FFA Hoodie/T-Shirt Day, Senior Breakfast, Teacher 
Appreciation Day

Anna-Jonesboro FFA Officers are:
Clay Schultz - President Brett Gawrych - Vice President
Julia Ellis - Secretary Logan Rich - Treasurer
Grace Rendleman - Reporter Jordan Lence - Sentinel

Dongola FFA Chapter
The Dongola FFA Chapter has planned the following activities:
Monday, February 19: Presidents' Day
Tuesday, February 20: Carhartt & Flannel Day, Taco Boats, Tug of War
Wednesday, February 21: Hat Day & Camo Day, Little Caesar's Pizza, Video 
Games on the Big Screen
Thursday, February 22: FFA Jacket/Shirt Day, State Officer Visit, 3 Point Shoot
Friday, February 23: Blue and Gold Day, Truck Day (Bring your truck to 
school), Italian Venison & Hot Dogs, Staff/FFA Volleyball, Staff Appreciation 
Day

Dongola FFA Officers are:
Karlie Eddleman - President Makenzie Prout, Zach O'Neal - Vice Presidents
Gracie Kern - Secretary Shaylee Lingle - Treasurer

Megan Theis, Allyssa Flores - Reporters
Colin Hall, Owen Kennedy, Evan Treat - Sentinels

100  E. Vienna • Anna • 833-2151

ADM
Grain Company

Buyers of Corn, Soybeans,
Wheat & Milo

Mound City, IL • 800-527-5281Rt. 146 & 51 • Anna, IL • 833-8592

Burnley-Miller
Cattle Farm
Established in 1919

Egyptian Community 
School Dist. FFA Chapter

Tamms, IL
(618) 776-5251

Meller-James & Associates
Veterinary Service

Anna
833-7421

*Advanced Deflection Design (AD2)
**CONSUMER: Coupon code may be redeemed for $25 off the purchase of any Destination Farm™ and Destination Turf™ Radial Tires; OR $100 off eligible Radial 

and Bias Tires; OR $200 off select AD2™ Radial Tires (excluding DF and DT).  Qualifying purchase must be made between February 1, 2018 and April 30, 2018 from 
any Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealer. To locate the nearest Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealer, go to FirestoneAg.com and click on “Find A Dealer”.  For a complete 
list of eligible tires, visit FirestoneAg.com or see your Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealer. Valid in U.S. only. Retail customers only (excluding implement dealers, 
commercial fleet, fleet and group purchases, original equipment changeovers and adjustment and warranty claims). Must be 18 or older at time of purchase. Not 
to be combined with any other Bridgestone, Firestone or Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealer offer and not to be used to reduce outstanding debt. Coupon code has 
no cash value. The discount is on pre-tax price qualifying sales. Customer pays any sales (or other) tax. Discount given at the time of purchase. Minimum purchase 
of two (2) eligible Firestone Ag tires required; maximum purchase of 16 eligible Firestone Ag tires.  Maximum savings of $3200 per coupon code.  Coupon code 
not valid on returns, exchanges, rain checks or prior purchases. Limit one (1) coupon code per qualifying purchase transaction.  Coupon code void if copied, altered, 
transferred, sold/ purchased, irregular or defective.  Void where prohibited or restricted by law.
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SAVE INSTANTLY WHEN YOU 
BUY T WO OR MORE 

FIRESTONE AG TIRES

Offer February 1, 2018, through April 30, 2018. Save 
on your favorite Firestone Ag tires — available only 

at our Certified Firestone Ag Tire Dealers.

$25 off Destination Farm™ and 
Destination Turf™ radial tires**

$100 off on all eligible radial and bias 
tires**

$200 off on select AD2™* 
radial tires** 

HONEY'S SERVICE 

& TIRE CENTER

250 S LOCUST ST

ULLIN, IL

(618) 845-3610

Honey Service & Tire Center
250 S. Locust Street • Ullin, IL 62992

(618) 845-3610

Cobden FFA Chapter
The Cobden FFA Chapter has planned the following activities:
Monday, February 19: Presidents' Day
Tuesday, February 20: Camo Day
Wednesday, February 21: PJ Day, Ice Cream Party for Members
Thursday, February 22: Hat day, Cookout at Lunch for Members
Friday, February 23: Official Dress/ Blue and Gold, FFA Wear Day, Teacher 
Appreciation Breakfast

Cobden FFA Officers are:
Christian Pitts - President Noah Godinez - Vice President 
Gunnar Groves - Treasurer Lexi Miller - Secretary 
Bryan Diaz - Reporter Tori Brummer - Sentinel

Nicole Shields, Emma Staley, Historians
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Proud supporters
of local FFA chapters

We support the youth of our
community through FFA



618-833-2227 • 1-800-272-9791
400 New Hope Rd. • Buncombe, IL 62912

Alex Belcher - Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker
www.ollisauction.com

Dongola 

Dongola Unit School District 
#66 supports our FFA chapter

We support our local
FFA chapters

Grassy Lake
Hunting Club

Collin Cain

5547 U.S. Hwy. 61 • Jackson, MO 63755
(573) 243-1300

1200 N. Main • Perryville, MO
(573)547-4556

We are proud
to support FFa

Davis Farm supplies, inc.

Licensed & Insured • License # 058-193632
Jeremy Stegle, Owner

Egyptian FFA members at the National FFA Convention In Indianapolis, 
Indiana. L-R: Nick Mitchell, Jolie Hill, Brooke Sinn, Kelsey McCrite, Danny Mc-
Crite, Rileigh Petermichel, Jasi Sissom, Lucas McLaughlin and Kolton Pitts.

Century senior FFA members who attended National Convention with advisor 
Brent Miller. Front row standing from left is Alicia Inman, Molly Williams and 
Rachel Thurston. Back row from L-R: Audrianna Green, Astin Dillow, Colin 
Ryan and Daniel Watson. Laying on the ground is Brent Miller.

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998

www.sewlparts.com

Support our youth Proud supporters of all area 
FFA members.

Eddleman/Nance Farms
Susan, Tim, Nicole, Macayla,

Landon, Sonny, Carol

We support Union County FFA
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Radio Day – Shawnee FFA members Chapman Hill, Casey Kuberski, TJ Kell, 
Colton Ross and Katie Charles participated in a radio interview with Cousin 
Carl about the week's events. 

The Century officer team and the Greenhands at LTS and Greenhand 
Quizbowl. The officers participated in LTS while the Greenhands competed 
in Quizbowl. A Greenhand is a first year FFA member. Front row L-R: Arissa 
McClellan, Mady Dillow, Harley Schnaare, Brooke Gordan, Alison Wilburn and 
Blake Ryan. Back row L-R: McKenzie Reagor, Molly Williams, Aryn Malone, 
Astin Dillow, Audrianna Green, Alicia Inman and Rachel Thurston.

Meridian FFA members participated in a Farm Machinery Show in Louisville, 
Kentucky.

Century Tractor Show. The officer team is posing with a top 5 winner. Larry and 
Teressa Sauerbrun. From left is Alicia Inman, Aryn Malone, Colin Ryan, Larry 
Sauerbrun, Teressa Sauerbrun, Rachel Thurston, Molly Williams, McKenzie 
Reagor, Astin Dillow and Audrianna Green.

Meridian FFA members traveled to the National Convention this year.

SuPPOrtINg Our
FuturE FArMErS



521 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL • 833-4721

Rodney 
HenRy

SHawn
McMaHan

ResidentiAl • CoMMeRCiAl
sAles • seRviCe • instAllAtion

new Construction
Renovation • Repairs

consolidated
grain and barge

Mound City, IL (618) 748-9272 or • Toll Free 1-800-642-3996 (IL)
1-800-851-4012 (MO & KY)

Wilburn Farms Trucking
& Dozer Service

Pulaski • 342-6615 or 967-9218

Chris Hodges
Anna, Illinois  •  614-0302

Anna-Jonesboro Community High School FFA members at state convention. 
L to R: Logan Rich, Kim Duty, Clay Schultz, Ella Moutria, Kaity Messamore, 
Nicole Nance and Grace Rendleman.

307 East Davie St. • Anna, IL • 833-6916

Not just for 
farmers anymore!

take a look around!

Aside from bagged feed, we also create custom
bulk feed blends to fit your feeding criteria.

We carry a full line of  Purina Mills and land o' lakes feed.
Apart from feed, we also carry garden, fencing, pond and pet 

supplies as well as a variety of  Breyer and schleich toys.

Come in and see all that your local
southern Fs feed store has to offer!

Certified 
Purina

Expert Dealer

Story Time – Shawnee FFA member TJ Kell read a story to Mrs. Courtney’s 
kindergarten class. 
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Anna-Jonesboro Community High School freshman agriculture students. Students in agriculture class 
constructed a bench, which is located in front of Union County Courthouse, as part of community 
service project.

Century FFA members at a 4-H Teens as Teachers meeting. Front row L-R: 
Mindy Leek, Brooke Gordan, Harley Schnaare, Molly Williams, McKenzie 
Reagor and Alicia Inman. Back row L-R: Kelton Richardson, Alison Wilburn, 
Carli Junker, Alyssa Essex, Arissa McClellan, Brent Miller, Mady Dillow, 
Audrianna Green, Blake Ryan, Aryn Malone and Rachel Thurston.

Shawnee FFA enjoyed an SIU-C basketball game. First row L-R: Nick 
McAlister, Justin Charles, Ryan Schaefer, Gabe Thompson, and Jeremiah 
Hale. Middle row L-R: Michael Derossett, Logan Watkins, Anthony Buie and 
Koby McLane. Back row L-R: Austin Smith, Wyatt Hasselbrock, Holden 
Criddle, Dawson Johnson and Austin Warren. 
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Obituaries
Gerald (Jerry) Kaufmann
Gerald (Jerry) Kaufmann, 

72, of Carbondale, died peace-
fully, surrounded by his fam-
ily, on Feb. 14, 2018, at Me-
morial Hospital of Carbondale 
following a brief illness.

He was born on Dec. 23, 
1945, in Urbana, the son of Al-
fred and Mildred Kaufmann.

He was blessed with a large 
and loving family. He married 
his best friend, Debra Terneus, 
on June 12, 1981, in Herrin. 
He helped raise four children 
with patience, discipline and 
humility. He taught everyone around him to see the beauty 
of the outdoors and to find happiness in the simple mo-
ments of life. He cherished quality time with his family 
and friends.

He graduated from Buckley-Loda High School and 
came to Carbondale to attend Southern Illinois University. 
He was later hired by the City of Carbondale, where he 
retired after over 20 years.

In 1987, he became co-owner of Mac-Weld Inc. in 
Carbondale, where he served Southern Illinois as a welder. 
He also spent many years growing crops and raising cattle. 
He was happiest when he was on his John Deere tractor 
in the fields.

He is survived by his wife, Debra; his children, Terril 
(Marilyn) Kaufmann of Carbondale, Tina (Len) Goetz of 
Jonesboro, Stephani (Larry) McCaughan of Carbondale 
and Greg (Emily) Kaufmann of Johnston City; grand-
children Jamie (Frank) Eovaldi of Murphysboro, Tim 
(Brie) Imhoff of Murphysboro, Mallory (Ben) Wilson 
of Marion, Robin (Justin) Yancey of Carterville, Dana 
(Todd) Kellerman of Pickneyville, Jacob McCaughan of 
Carbondale and Oak Kaufmann of Johnston City; eight 
great-grandchildren; a sister, Joan Hilse of California; a 
brother, Robert Kaufmann of Illinois; other relatives and 
many friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
Funeral services for Gerald (Jerry) Kaufmann were 

Sunday, Feb. 18, at 2 p.m. at Crain Pleasant Grove-
Murdale Funeral Home, with the Rev. Tommy Monroe 
officiating. Interment followed in Pleasant Grove Memo-
rial Park.

Memorials can be made to the American Heart As-
sociation, the Alzheimer’s Association and the American 
Cancer Society.

To view the full obituary or to leave an online condo-
lence for the family, visit www.crainsonline.com.

Crain Pleasant Grove-Murdale Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.

Katharine Mendenhall-Sinn
Katharine Mendenhall-Sinn, 92, of Anna, died 

Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018, at her home.
She was born on Jan. 30, 1926, in Philadelphia, Pa., 

the daughter of Donald Elliot and Helen McFarland 
Woodbridge.

She married John Howard Mendenhall. He preceded 
her in death in 2005. Later, she was married for 17 years 
to Donald Sinn before his death in 2016.

She is survived by her children, Walter Mendenhall, 
Susan Linher, Barbara Clark, John Mendenhall and Philip 
Mendenhall; other relatives and many friends.

She was preceded in death by her two husbands; her 
parents; and siblings Elsa Kistler, Dudly Woodbridge, 
Elliot Woodbridge and Edith McNair.

She worked for many years for the Girl Scouts of 
America. She traveled extensively, living in many differ-
ent states throughout the United States. She retired at the 
age of 70 from working out of the national headquarters 
in New York City.

She loved to go fishing, canoeing and camping, she 
even backpacked over 500 miles on the Appalachian 
Trail. Teaching art and playing piano were some of her 
many talents, along with creating beautiful flower gardens 
wherever she lived.

One of her proudest achievements was helping to 
create the parent and child center in Mt. Carmel, which 
received national recognition and set the standards for a 
national program.

Services will be available at a later date for immediate 
family and friends.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Donna Kay Caraker Sadler
Donna Kay Caraker 

Sadler, 70, of Jonesboro, 
died Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018, 
at her daughter’s home in 
Cobden after a long battle 
with cancer.

She was born on Aug. 6, 
1947, in Anna, the daughter 
of Curtis and Helen Kirkpat-
rick Caraker.

She is survived by her 
son, Collin Crews (Lori Wil-
liams) of Anna; one daugh-
ter, Michelle (Jeff) Sadler of 
Cobden; four grandchildren, 
Tyler Sadler (Alexis Charles), Luke Sadler, Ashton (Jake) 
Casey and Ashton’s mother, Deanna (Lane) Cruse, and 
Taylor Crews; two great-grandchildren, Paisley and Ali-
yah Casey; a brother, Robert (Betty) Caraker of Anna; a 
sister, Glenda (Larry) Koeller of Winslow; special friends 
Gerald Bauer and Karen Schlenker; numerous nieces and 
nephews.

She is preceded in death by her parents; and a grandson, 
Landon Tyler Sadler.

She worked for many years at Choate Mental Health 
and Developmental Center in Anna as a registered nurse 
until her retirement. She was actively involved in many 
community activities. She enjoyed Sunshine Inn for se-
niors. She especially enjoyed activities with the 4-H group 
for kids; many of the children with 4-H have grown to 
know her as MeMaw Donna.

Funeral services were at 2 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna, with 
Darryl Williams officiating. Interment was in the Anna 
City Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to Hospice of Southern Il-
linois.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Glenn Earl Hartsock
Glenn Earl Hartsock, 93, 

of Jonesboro, died Wednes-
day, Feb. 14, 2018 at his 
home.

He was born on May 23, 
1924, in Alto Pass, the son of 
Daniel and Minnie Hartsock.

He married Edith Stone 
Moore on April 21, 2001, at 
Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Cobden.

He is survived by his 
wife, Edith Hartsock of 
Jonesboro; Edith’s children, 
John McHughes, Cindy 
Smith, Polly Quintana and 
Carol Eslinger, all of Jonesboro, and Alma 
(Jason) DeWitt of Ullin; nine grandchil-
dren; nine great-grandchildren; a sister, 
Pauline Craig of Peoria; a brother, Larry 
(Audrey) Hartsock of O’Fallon, Mo.; a sister-in-law, 
Leana Hartsock of Grayville; numerous nieces, nephews 
and many friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents and by three 
brothers, Donald, Dan and Kenneth Hartsock.

He served during World War II in the U.S. Navy from 
1942-1947. While in the Navy, he served on the USS 
Pennsylvania and the USS McConnell as a torpedoman 
3rd class.

He was a member of Harvest Church in Anna and 
served as an usher until his health declined and he 
couldn’t attend. He enjoyed going to church and the 
fellowship he gained. He enjoyed fishing and spending 
time with his wife.

Funeral services for Glenn Earl Hartsock were at 1 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 19, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro, with Pastor Tony Foeller officiating. 
Interment was in the Alto Pass Cemetery.

Graveside military rites were conducted by Carroll P. 
Foster Post No. 3455 of the VFW in Anna and the Navy 
funeral honor detail.

Memorials can be made to Angels Cove.
To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.

rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Jackie L. Hoffman
Jackie L. Hoffman, 70, of Anna, died at 8:39 a.m. on 

Feb. 20 at Heartland Regional Medical 
Center in Marion.

Arrangements were pending at 
Crain Funeral Home in Anna.

Vickie Baggett
Vickie Baggett, 61, of Makanda, died Monday, Feb. 

19, at Barnes Jewish Hospital in St. Louis.
Arrangements were pending at Rendleman & Hileman 

Funeral Home in Cobden.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Cobden is in charge of ar-
rangements.

"The Preaching Pen"
Do You Feel Like A Failure?

All of us fail occasionally. We don’t like it, but it happens. 
In fact, just the fear of failure paralyzes millions of people, 

but we need to realize that failing from time to time does not 
classify one as a permanent failure!

How then, can we overcome the fear of failure so that it 
doesn’t paralyze us? There are four things we need to understand 
if we’re going to take risks that will honor God.

I. Realize that everyone fails!! Failure is a universal 
experience. In Jas. 3:2, in part of his teaching about the tongue, 
James says, “For in many things we offend all.” He goes on to 
say that if a man can control his tongue and avoid verbal sin, 
that person is well-disciplined, but he first makes the point that 
we’re all prone to stumble in many areas.

II. Don’t allow your failure to become final. Look at Proverbs 
24:16, “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: 
but the wicked shall fall into mischief.” Even good folks 
stumble, but they can rise up again!

III. Recognize the benefits of failure. Failure educates us. 
Thomas Edison said he had 10,000 failures before he learned 
how to create a working light bulb. He called it an education. 
“I know 10,000 things that don’t work.” There are some things 
in life that are only learned through failure.

IV. Stop comparing yourself to others! Frankly, this is the root 
of a lot of failure. We live in a competitive society. Everybody 
competes with somebody else. Many people think, “I can never 
measure up to them, so why even try?”

You see, success is just doing your best. Failure is not making 
the effort. Comparing yourself with someone else is the fast track 
to failure. God’s not interested in how you compare with others: 
He’s interested in how you compare to your own potential, and 
to His standard – His Word.

The only complete failure is to die apart from the Lord. He 
wants you to be saved (II Pet. 3:9). We pray you’ll accept His 

gracious invitation (Mt. 11:28-30).

 R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 10G

10GC

Our family would like to express our
sincere thanks for the many acts of

kindness shown to us during the loss of
Lee Roy Rendleman.

A special thanks is extended to the Jones-
boro Masonic Lodge 111, First Baptist 
Church of Jonesboro, the ladies who pre-
pared the delicious meal following the ser-
vice, Brother Joe Aldridge, Pastor Brad 
Dexter and the singing group for each of 
their parts in providing such a wonderful 
service to honor Lee Roy.
We would also like to include the pallbear-
ers, V.F.W. Post #3455 Military Honor 
Team and the Navy Honor Team for their fi-
nal tributes, and to Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home for their assistance.
We now know he is truly in a place where 
he is FANTASTIC.

Sincerely,  
Marla Rendleman

Brad & Susan Rendleman
Angie & John Hand
Brad & Kelly Dexter

City of Anna
Cemetery Clean-Up

The City of Anna Cemetery will 
start spring clean-up on March 
5, 2018. All arrangements left 
after this date will be taken up 
and disposed of by the cemetery 
staff. If any questions, please 
contact the Anna City Garage 
at 833-7813. 9P10G

Three new members named
to state fair advisory board

Three new members 
have been named to the Il-
linois State Fair Advisory 
Board. 

The appointments were 
announced recently by Gov. 
Bruce Rauner.

The board advises the 
Illinois Department of Ag-
riculture and its director, 
Raymond Poe, on matters 
concerning the annual Du 
Quoin and Springfield state 
fairs and fairgrounds opera-
tions, ensuring the varied 
interests of participants, 
visitors and the people of 
Illinois are represented. 

Each of the new mem-
bers will serve a two-year, 
non-paid appointment as 
prescribed in the State Fair 
Act.

New board members 
include:

Jacksonville resident 
Gary Hadden, a Morgan 
County cattle producer who 
also serves as the chairman 
of the Morgan County Fair 
entertainment committee.

Seaton resident Matt 
Jungmann, national events 
manager at Farm Progress 
Companies, who for years 
has overseen all aspects of 
the Farm Progress Show, 
the nation’s largest outdoor 
farm event.

Chicago resident Cory 
Jobe, who, as director of the 
Illinois Office of Tourism, 
is responsible for leading 
marketing and develop-
ment for the state’s tourism 
industry.

These members join 12 
others reappointed by the 
governor for another two-
year term.

AptarGroup and Adapt 
Pharma has donated 4,000 
doses of NARCAN nasal 
spray to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health. 

NARCAN is a brand 
name for naloxone hydro-
chloride, an emergency 
therapy used to reverse 
respiratory depression in 
cases of known or suspect-
ed opioid overdose. 

Gov. Bruce Rauner ac-
cepted the donated doses 
on behalf of the state, along 
with Lt. Gov. Evelyn San-
guinetti and Illinois De-

NARCAN doses 
donated to state agencies

partment of Public Health 
director Nirav Shah.

Public health officials 
will have a total of 3,400 
doses to provide to the 
Illinois State Police and 
the Illinois Department of 
Corrections; an additional 
600 will go to the Chicago 
Recovery Alliance. 

State troopers carry the 
emergency therapy in their 
squad cars. The Depart-
ment of Corrections plans 
to distribute its supply 
among parole officers for 
field use. 

Card of Thanks
The family of Larry Reynolds 
would like to thank everyone 
for their thoughts, prayers, 
cards, food, flowers and all the 
acts of kindness shown during 
the illness and passing of our 
loved one.
Special thanks to Shianna 
Russell, Carol Messamore of 
Celtic Health Care, Kevin and 
Trish Cox, Rhonda and Becky for 
the food, Pastor Tim Heinecke, 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home and all the pallbearers.

Diane, Jason & Family,
Deborah & Family,

Sara & Family

10GC
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There's a new place to get the 
best deal around on tires!

Dongola, IL 62952
(618) 827-3570

Prices good through February 28, 2018.
We offer great deals on wheel and tire packages. We also sell trailer wheels and tires. We compete with 
internet pricing and your local tire stores.

www.curtsclassics.com
More locations in Anna and Jonesboro coming soon!

15" GT Radial
ONLY

$39.00 ea.

GT Radial 
305/40/22

ONLY $99.00 ea.

Kumho 225/40/18
60K mile tire

ONLY $69.00 ea.

Goodyear Wrangler
235/75/15

ONLY $79.00 ea.

Kumho AT51 
265/70/17

ONLY $129.00 ea.

Federal 10 Ply 
33x12.50x20

ONLY $199.00 ea.

8-10GP

Hunger doesn’t take 
a vacation…

Help feed kids in your 
community this summer! 

State of Illinois
Illinois State Board of Education

Summer meals are part of the Summer Food Service Program sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture and administered by the Illinois State Board of Education.

These institutions are equal opportunity providers and employers.

Illinois needs sponsors and 
sites across the state.

School districts, local governments, and non-profits can be sponsors.
Community locations such as parks, recreation centers, resource centers,

churches, summer camps, and libraries can serve as feeding sites.

Call Summer Meals at 800-545-7892
or email cnp@isbe.net for more information.

Printed by the Authority of the State of Illinois  . IOCI 18-0230

 
The Three Protectors of 
the Illinois Country, 
 Part 1 
 
Fort Massac, 

First established as a fort by 
the earliest explorer of the 
area, Hernando De Soto in 
1542.  Their purpose in es-
tablishing a fortification 
here was to protect them-
selves from hostile Indians 
in the area. 
 The site of the fort has 
been recognized for its stra-
tegic importance since the 
first explorers.  Every occu-
pation of the site has recog-
nized its view of the Ohio, 
the Tennessee, and the 
Cumberland Rivers as its 
most relevant feature.  Oc-
cupied by both the French 
and the British at various 
times, the site has been re-
built several times.  The last 
to occupy the fort as a stra-
tegic military site were Illi-
nois troops during the War 
of 1812.  Years later, during 
the Civil War, the place was 
used as a training ground for 
Illinois troops before they 
entered the war.  There is no 
convincing evidence to sug-
gest its use as a fortification 
during that war but its use 
suggested vigilance against 
any marauding troops from 
the southern states. 
 Fort Massac has been 
known by three names.  As 
early in its history as 1707, 
the place was known as Fort 
Assumption, so named by 
Father Jean Mermet who 
had founded a mission 
there. Father Mermet was 
an associate of Charles 
Juchereau of the Juchereau 
tannery. 

In 1757, the fort was 
named Fort De L’Ascension 
(Fort Ascension), again 
suggesting its French Cath-
olic influence.  The fort was 
rebuilt in that year and was 
christened Fort Ascension 
on the Catholic calendar 

day known as the “Day of 
Ascension.”  The French 
occupied the fort during the 
French and Indian War, 
turning it over to the British 
at the end of that conflict in 
1763. 

The fort received its 
name of Massac, the angli-
cized form of the original 
name of Fort Massiac.  It 
had received the name of 
Massiac in 1721 in honor of 
the French Minister of Co-
lonial Affairs, M. de Mas-
siac. 

It has been argued for 
many years that the fort re-
ceived its name because of 
an Indian massacre that oc-
curred there, being known 
as Fort Massacre in earlier 
times.  Knowing that the 
name was in honor of the 
Frenchman, Massiac, it can 
be safely declared that it did 
not bear the “official” name 
of “Massacre.”  However, 
there is evidence that the 
name of “Fort Massacre,” 
may have been used by the 
locals for a while.  There 
was a massacre that oc-
curred in 1721. 
 Fort Massac, like most 
military posts, had some 
families of pioneers that had 
established themselves in 
the vicinity and enjoyed the 
benefits of protection that 
the fort provided when 
troops were stationed there.  
The larger area, even 
though not a part of the fort, 
was known as Fort Massac.  
Because of its proximity of 
the river, it became a natural 
place of trade.  There was 
also a road that ran from the 
Illinois side of where the 
Cumberland River entered 
the Ohio, through Fort Mas-
sac and on to the Illinois 
side opposite of Cape 
Girardeau. 
 Several times in the 
history of Fort Massac, 
there were no troops sta-
tioned there.  When George 
Rogers Clark landed at the 
fort, it was unmanned.  

Even though the residents 
surrounding the fort en-
joyed the presence of 
troops.  Often there was a 
symbiotic relationship be-
tween the civilians and the 
military. 
 A traveler, Thomas 
Rodney, on his journey 
from Delaware to the Mis-
sissippi Territory in 1803, 
wrote about his experience 
at Fort Massac. 
 “On the Ohio, Friday, 
November 4th 1803.  Cap-
tain Bissell who commands 
here a company of 63 men 
sent us sergeant to invite us 
to dine; but I was busy and 
sent my compliments that I 
could not dine with him.  
Williams did the same and 
we dined on board then 
walked up to the captain. 
 It appears to be in good 
order and the soldiers on 
duty.  It is a small fort stock-
ade round, with 6 or 9 inch 
pointed posts ten or 12 feet 
high, with a shallow ditch 
and bank, and is supplied 
with several pieces of brass 
cannon beside musquitry 
and other guns.  The sol-
diers we saw appeared well 
dressed and neat and clean.  
The fort stands on high bank 
on a point of the NW shore 
in a pleasant situation; but 
the land seem sterile tho a 
strong clay.  There is a little 
subburb or a collection of 
buildings bellow the garri-
son; but I saw no cultivation 
of any kind, tho there is 40 
or 50 acres of land cleared 
and fenced and some lots 
which I suppose are pasture 
grounds. 
 There is ten or a doz. 
Houses beside those of the 
garrison and a store kept 
here.  We had to give a qtr. 
dollar a lb. for 10 lb. of ma-
ple sugar here; and they sold 
whisky at 2 dollars…” 

 
Don’t Miss Next Week 

 
“The Three Protectors, 

Fort Jefferson” 

See “annablepublishing.com” to find local outlets for this book or how to order. 

Valentine’s Day performance
The Free Range Chicks presented a Valentine’s Day performance on 

Wednesday, Feb. 14, at the Sunshine Inn at Goddard’s Barn & Grill in Anna. The 
trio includes Pat York, Molly Beckley and Ruth Ann Levinson. The performance 
was sponsored by Union County Democrats who are running for office in 2018.

A senior citizen prom 
is planned March 10 at the 
Leona Brust Civic Center in 
Ullin. The civic center is the 
old Ullin gym.

Senior prom is an event 
geared toward senior citi-
zens, but has grown into a 
multi-generational event. 

Each year it brings the 
community together for an 
evening of entertainment, 
visiting and food. 

Senior citizen prom planned
The Century High School 

FFA and Ridge Runners 4-H 
Club have joined together  to 
present the prom.

Music will be provided by 
the Big Muddy River Band 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. 

Brent Miller will be su-
pervising the supper, begin-
ning at 5 p.m. 

Patrick Laws will serve as 
master of ceremonies for this 
year’s senior prom. 

All ages are invited and 
encouraged to attend. All 
profits from the senior citizen 
prom will be donated to the 
Ullin Historic Preservation 
Committee. 

The committee has par-
tially funded the restoration 
of the Ullin railroad depot, 
and renovations to the old 
Ullin gym, such as new 
windows, roof and climate 
control. 
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News from

Walnut Grove Church

Hess News      by Glenn Heisner

Check out 
The Gazette-

Democrat 
on line at 

annanews.com

News from

Anna 
Nazarene
Church

Music for the Sunday 
morning worship service 
was led by Randy Wright 
and Abby Barlow.  

Special music was pre-
sented by Abby Barlow, 
with Curly Ralls, Mark 
Smith, Noah Wiseman and 
Terry Wiseman Sr. serving 
as ushers.  

The morning message, 
which was about the power 
of the Holy Spirit, was 
brought by Pastor McBride. 
Scripture was from John.

The message shared that 
“the Holy Spirit will teach, 
counsel, guide and convict.  
The Spirit makes the love 
for Christ and obedience 
to Him the starting point.”

The Sunday evening 
service was the monthly 
missionary service, with a 
meal being served followed 
by the film, “Phineas Bre-
see, A Pastor to the People.”

Birthdays and anniver-
saries: Sophie Wells, Feb. 
22; Ruthe and Beryl Clay-
ton, Feb. 22; Richard and 
Brenda Keeley, Feb. 23.

Sunday School begins at 
9:30 a.m. Worship services 
are Sunday at 10:35 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. and Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m. Youth services  
are at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday.

On the first Sunday in 
Lent, Alivia and Layleigh 
lit the altar candles during 
the musical prelude.  

Church was cancelled on 
the previous Sunday due to 
an icy parking lot so every-
one was glad to be back for 
the service.

The guest pastor was 
Angie Baughman, who 
brought her family and 
some friends with her to 
the service.  

Angie’s father, Larry 
Gilbert, was pastor at Wal-
nut Grove in the 1980s and 
she used to come to church 
with him as a child.  Many 
in the congregation remem-
bered her.

Pastor Angie read scrip-
ture from Jeremiah about 
“getting yourself ready.”

She reminded everyone 
that “there are challenges 
ahead of us that we must 
confront, but the Lord is 
with us. To answer God’s 
calling we must be realistic 
about our challenges, and 
keep going forward with 
his requests, without look-

ing back or worrying about 
the risks.”  

Prayers were requested 
for Ken Wilson, Bobbi 
Shultz, Ray Long, Derral 
“Pat” Batson, David and 
Karen Lamer, and the fami-
lies of the Parkland, Fla., 
school shooting.  

The church was happy 
that Blakeleigh received 
a good report about her 
health.

The pastor parish rela-
tions committee plans to 
meet soon to complete the 
conference’s clergy assess-
ment form by April 15.  
The meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 13, at 5 p.m. at the 
church.

The next ladies lunch is 
planned Friday, March 2, at 
Pizza Hut in Anna.

The next monthly music 
night is planned at 6:45 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 
14. All musicians are wel-
come to come and practice 
or play music. Listeners are 
welcome, too.

The church’s Sunday 
service, which includes 
Sunday School for chil-
dren, starts at 9:30 a.m. The 
church is located at 3195 
Mountain Glen Rd. near 
Cobden, and near Illinois 
Route 127.

News from

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Feb. 18, the 
Rev. Perry Williams was 
guest speaker and brought 
the message.

Worship was led by Dee 
Rose. Special music was 
presented by the choir and 
by the duet of Debbie York 
and Dee Rose.

Birthdays: Larry Riden-
hour, Feb. 21; Edna Dallas 
and Jean Eudy, Feb. 23.

The schedule for Sunday 
includes Bible study at 9 
a.m. and worship services 
at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Awana meets at 6:15 
p.m. on Wednesday. An 
adult Bible study and 
prayer meeting are at 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, as well 
as a youth meeting.

Maple Syrup Festival set at Touch of Nature
Homemade maple syrup 

is one of nature’s original 
comfort foods and the star 
of the show at Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale’s annual Maple Syrup 
Festival Feb. 24-25. 

Touch of Nature En-
vironmental Center is the 
setting for a weekend filled 
with special activities, in-
cluding a breakfast featur-
ing homemade pancakes 
and maple syrup harvested 
at the center. 

The festival, which is 
open to the public, is sched-
uled from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
each day. 

Touch of Nature En-
vironmental Center is lo-
cated about 8 miles south 
of Carbondale, off Giant 
City Road. 

The wide variety of ac-
tivities planned in conjunc-
tion with the festival are 
free, except the breakfast. 

Demonstrations at 10 
a.m., 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
each day will show how 
trees are tapped for the rich 
sap that is transformed into 
maple syrup. 

The Saluki Environmen-
tal Ambassadors, an SIU 
registered student organiza-
tion, plans to host outdoor 
environmental education 
activities and interpretive 
hikes at 10 a.m., noon and 

2 p.m. 
The SIU Forestry Club 

plans to offer lumberjack 
demonstrations at 11 a.m. 
and noon. 

Graduate students from 
the university’s blacksmith-
ing program will show their 
skills with blacksmithing 
and metal works demon-
strations from noon to 2 
p.m. 

There will also be spe-
cial activities for children 
throughout the day. A short 
film, “Maple Syrup Farm-
er,” is scheduled to air at 
noon and 2 p.m. 

Visitors can also see a 
wide variety of interactive 
demonstrations courtesy of 
various artisans and ven-
dors. 

Demonstrations will 
show how hides are tanned 
and learn primitive living 
skills. 

Visitors will have an 
opportunity to learn how 
wood and pottery products, 
handmade textiles and jew-
elry, woven baskets, natural 
soaps and lotions and silk 
embroidery are made. 

The highlight of the 
day is breakfast, which is 
planned from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. 

The breakfast will fea-
ture homemade pancakes 
topped with real maple 

syrup, and all of the trim-
mings. 

If purchased in advance, 
tickets for the breakfast are 
$12 for ages 13 and older 
and $6 for ages 6-12. Chil-
dren ages 5 and younger 
eat free. Discount prices are 
available online.

Tickets can also be pur-
chased at the festival; prices 
are then $15 for ages 13 and 
older or $8 for ages 6-12. 

For more information 
about the Maple Syrup Fes-
tival or to register for the 
breakfast, visit www.ton.
siu.edu, call 618-453-1121 
or email tonec@siu.edu. 

Sponsors of the 2018 
Maple Syrup Festival in-
clude River Radio of South-
ern Illinois, Paul Melzer of 
Countywide Insurance in 
Murphysboro and the SIU 
Credit Union.

Winter walk set
at Giant City

A winter walk in the 
woods is planned from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Feb. 24 
at Giant City State Park 
near Makanda.

The walk will be led by 
the natural resources coor-
dinator at the park.

For more information, 
or to register for the walk, 
contact the visitors center 
at 618-457-4836.

An 80th birthday party 
for Bruce Williams was 
held Sunday at El Jalap-
eno restaurant in Anna. 
There were over 30 there. 
Daughter Heather from 
Huntsville, Ala., traveled 
the farthest.

Our grandson Justin was 
here from Nashville for the 
party. He recently was en-
gaged to Loni Olstad, who 
will graduate from Palmer 
Chiropractic School Feb. 
23 and hopes to practice in 
Nashville. She was raised 
on a farm and showed hors-
es so she will fit right in our 
family.

Young at Heart at Anna 
Heights was cancelled in 
January due to weather. 

Don Fisher and friends 
were going to be there 
Feb. 20.

February birthdays: 
Alan Morgan, Feb. 5; 
Jean Kohler, Feb. 7; Ernie 
Rhodes, Feb. 11; Fred Pitts, 
Feb. 14; Judy Halter, Feb. 
16; Bruce Williams, Feb. 
22, 80 years young.

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Basler excavating

& trucking
Demolition, Clearing,

Basements, Track Hoe Service
833-7831

P.O. Box 647
Anna, IL 62906

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Rt. 146 • Jonesboro, IL
Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

833-1725

Midwestern ProPane Gas Co.
anna, iL

Mike Jones, Manager  833-6300

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.

304 W. Market, Jonesboro
833-6521

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498

www.sewlparts.com

A & G Automotive
109 Transcraft Drive

Anna, IL 62906

833-8755

Cardinal Corner

JR Centre, Inc.
100 Florsheim Drive

P.O. Box 181  • Anna, IL
(618) 833-4956

Need a Tow?
Call the Pro!

Pro 1 Auto Body
893-2252

Tyler R. Edmonds
Union County

State's Attorney
Paid for by Committee to Elect Tyler Edmonds

Terry & Tina Riley • 833-9225
Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

Duty's Auto Glass
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923
Serving All of Southern Illinois

Over 30 Years Experience

409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064
Your Hometown Store

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

COBDen
AutO RePAIR

213 N. Appleknocker
Cobden, IL 62920
893-2102

BuSInESS HOuRS
7:30-5:30 Mon. - Fri.

J.W. Reynolds MeMoRials
We will not be undersold!

517 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(Across from old Bunny Bread Bakery)

(618) 833-6014 • www.nahsi.com
rwebb@nahsi.com • (618) 771-3861

Walker Funeral 
Homes & Crematory

425 Main St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2637

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating

& Air Conditioning
1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL

(618) 833-5211
"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour Roadside Service
2271 Rt. 146 West • 833-5937

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
201 e. Chestnut st.

anna, iL 62906

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

We
 ca

re about your total body health and wellness.

Ozbourn Chiropractic 
Clinic, S.C.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

618-833-2179

131 W. Chestnut

24 Hour Access
833-3234

Proud to be
partnered with 
Silver Sneakers

Dine-In • Carryout
Delivery

1835 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-2415
www.pizzahut.com

307 E. Davie • Anna, IL 62906
Phone (618) 833-6916 • 833-6816

Fax (618) 833-5562

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies • Home & Garden

Southpass 
Beads & Fibers

Feed your crafting needs.
BEAdS • YArn • SuPPLIES

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 12-6 • Sat. 10-5
southpassbeads.etsy.com • Find us on  southpassbeads

203 E. Ash St., Cobden, IL • (618) 893-6170

First Christian Church
200 Mallard Lane • Anna, IL

618-833-6834
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service
9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin
Anna, IL 62906 Owner
618-833-5986 jasonm@triplecmeats.com

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Licensed & Insured
License # 058-193632

Contractors Lic.
#055-042748

www.stegleplumbing.com
stegle2011@gmail.com

2165 Boyd Road
Anna, IL

(618) 833-PuMP 
(7867)

License # 054-801451 

Anna, Illinois • Owners, Jeremy & Kristen Stegle

Residential and Commercial Plumbing

Septic Tank Pumping
Serving all of Southern Illinois

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Bigler Agency
(618) 614-7373

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!
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Home Office: 800-524-7911
Fax: 618-833-5813

Order Online at www.reppertsales.com

Lorell Gas Lift
Monitor Riser
LLR99553
Reg. Price $389.00 Ea.
SALE $189.99 Ea.

Lorell Active
Balance Board

LLR42160
Reg. Price $129.00 Ea.

SALE $69.99 Ea.
Lorell
Pivot Chair
LLR42169
Reg. Price $199.00 Ea.
SALE $99.99 Ea.

Four generations
Four generations of the Basler family were on hand for a photograph. 

From left are Dennis Ivan, Dennis Paul, Axel James and Jacob (Jake) Rocco. 
Photo provided.

Illinois TV, commercial, movie
projects generated $423 million

The Illinois Film Of-
fice in Chicago reports 
that 2017 was the most 
diverse year for crew hires 
on record. 

Women and minority 
hires made up 53 percent 
of reported crew employees 
across the 347 television, 
commercial and movie 
projects that filmed within 
Illinois. 

These productions gen-
erated $423 million in esti-
mated Illinois spending and 
resulted in 13,797 job hires 
over the course of the year.

“This is a significant 
milestone for the film in-
dustry here in Illinois,” 
Gov. Bruce Rauner said in 
a news release.

“I am proud that we 
maintain a diversity stan-
dard to expand opportuni-
ties for women and mi-
norities and address the 
systemic issue of under-
representation. This has 
been a major priority during 
my administration, and I 
look forward to building 
upon this trend in 2018.”

In addition, Illinois has 
become a destination for 
innovation and technology 
companies that support film 
production. 

These  independent 
companies offer services 
that were traditionally out-
sourced to the West Coast 
post-production. 

The move by these com-
panies to establish a brick 
and mortar presence within 
the state signals the strength 
of the industry. 

Establishing roots with-
in the Midwest will not 

only help Illinois remain 
the number one production 
center within the region, 
but will strengthen Illinois’ 
standing across the nation.

“We’ve become a hub 
for film production that 
extends to every stage of 
the process, attracting edi-
tors, artists and innovators 
who have traditionally fled 
to the coasts for work,” said 
Illinois Film Office director 
Christine Dudley. 

“The rising demand for 
original content across me-
dia platforms has kicked 
the doors wide open to new 
voices, creative ideas and 
unique prospectives, all of 
which can be found right 
here. Illinois has proven 
itself as an adaptable and 
exceptional place for film 
production.”

Primetime hits “Empire” 
(FOX), “Chicago Fire” 
“Chicago PD” and “Chi-
cago Med” (NBC) returned 
to the lineup in 2017. 

“Shameless” (Show-
time) and “Easy” (Netflix) 

also returned to film more 
episodes. 

New projects like “The 
Chi” (20th Century Fox/
Showtime), “The AV Club 
with John Teti” (Fusion) 
and “Electric Dreams” 
(Amazon) made Illinois 
home. 

Notable movies in-
cluded “Widows” starring 
Viola Davis and directed 
by Steve McQueen, sci-fi 
thriller “Captive State” 
starring John Goodman and 
Vera Farmiga, “The Pages” 
written and directed by Il-
linoisan Joe Chapelle, and 
“What They Had” starring 
Hillary Swank, Michael 
Shannon and Bythe Danner. 

Additionally, “America 
to Me” and “Minding the 
Gap,” documentary works 
produced by Chicago’s 
Kartemquin Films, were 
scheduled to premiere at 
the Sundance Film Festival. 

Advertising continued to 
be Illinois’ largest project, 
with over 250 projects in 
2017.

The Illinois Film Office 
promotes Illinois as a loca-
tion for film, television and 
advertising productions, 
providing assistance with 
everything from location 
scouting and production 
vendors to working with 
local unions and guilds. 

The office also admin-
isters the state’s film tax 
credit, which has been inte-
gral in growing a competi-
tive film industry in Illinois. 

The 30 percent tax credit 
is awarded to productions 
for money spent on Illinois 
goods and services, includ-
ing wages paid to Illinois 
residents. 

The goal of the Tax 
Credit Act is to grow, sus-
tain and provide economic 
and job opportunities for 
local vendors, crew and 
filmmakers. 

Jacob Barger
honor student

Jacob Hamilton Barger 
of Anna has been named to 
the fall semester honor list 
at the Missouri University 
of Science and Technology 
in Rolla, Mo.

To be included on the 
honor list, students must 
have carried a minimum 
of 12 hours and had grade 
point averages of 3.2 or 
above out of a possible 4.0.

Dammerman
honor student

Mikayla Dammerman 
of Anna has been named to 
the fall semester dean’s list 
at Indiana State University 
in Terre Haute, Ind.

To be eligible for the 
list, students must maintain 
a cumulative grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher on 
a 4.0 scale.

Southeast
announces
fall graduates

Students from the Union 
County area were among 
the fall graduates at South-
east Missouri State Univer-
sity in Cape Girardeau.

Students who earned 
degrees included:

Sarah Burdick of Grand 
Tower, who graduated with 
a bachelor of science de-
gree, with a major in psy-
chology.

Nicholas McMahan of 
Grand Tower, who gradu-
ated with a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in business ad-
ministration, with a major 
in business administration.

Al len  Cavaness  of 
Jonesboro, who graduated 
with a bachelor of science 
degree in business admin-
istration with a major in 
finance.

Stephanie Simmons of 
McClure, who graduated 
with a bachelor of science 
degree, with a major in 
social work.

Dr. H. Hamner Hill, the 
interim dean of the uni-
versity’s college of health 
and human services, and 
Dr. Walt Lilly, a professor 
of biology, presented the 
commencement addresses.

Illinois legislators propose bill 
to boost ag conservation efforts

Two legislators who rep-
resent Illinois in Congress 
have introduced a biparti-
san bill that would create 
a Conservation Assistance 
Loan program.

The program would be 
modeled after the exist-
ing Marketing Assistance 
Loan. 

The bill has been intro-
ducted by U.S. Rep. Mike 
Bost, R-Ill., and U.S. Rep. 
Cheri Bustos, D-Ill.

The legislators said the 
program would offer loan 
rates that better reflect cur-
rent market conditions, 
bolster the loan rate for new 
and beginning farmers and 
provide a new incentive 
to help interested farmers 
voluntarily adopt practices 
like cover crops to improve 
soil health.

“I’m happy to join this 
bipartisan effort to ensure 
our farmers have every tool 
available to improve soil 
health and reduce nutrient 
runoff,” Bost said in a news 
release. 

“Cover crops, along with 
cutting edge technology, 
benefit the environment, the 
bottom line of the farmer, 
and allow for this genera-
tion of agriculture produc-
ers to pass along the land in 

better condition than when 
they received it.”

“The Conservation As-
sistance Loan Act would 
create a new tool to help Il-
linois farmers improve soil 
health and reduce nutrient 
runoff while still putting the 
best food on your table,” 
Bustos said. 

“Farmers are stewards of 
the land – it is where they 
live, work, and raise their 
family. 

“Most farmers I talk to 
want to use cover crops 
and take other steps to be 
more sustainable and im-
prove soil health, but face 
challenges that can make 
it tough to get started. The 
Conservation Assistance 
Loan Act would help them 
overcome these challenges 
and improve both their op-
eration and land.”

Specifically, the Con-
servation Assistance Loan 
Act would:  

Base conservation assis-
tance loan rates on 60 per-
cent of the 5-year Olympic 
Moving Average, 5YOMA, 
of the Marketing Year Aver-
age, MYA, prices.

Bolster the loan rate to 
incentivize conservation 
or soil health best practices 
like cover crops.

Offer a higher loan rate 
to beginning farmers to 
help them start their opera-
tion.

The legislators said the 
bill is endorsed by the Il-
linois Farm Bureau.

Cover crops are seen 
as one of the best ways to 
improve soil health and re-
duce nutrient runoff. They 
prevent soil erosion, cut 

fertilizer use and protect 
water quality.

A recent survey of pro-
ducers using cover crops 
from USDA’s Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and 
Education Program showed 
that more than 86 percent 
of respondents reported 
improved soil health and 
reported average yield in-
creases for corn were esti-
mated at 2.3 bushels and 2.1 
bushels for soybeans.

While an increasingly 
popular practice, the finan-
cial, labor and technical 
expertise required to plant 
and manage cover crops 
poses a major barrier to 
getting started.  

Though their benefits are 
well-documented, returns 
on the investment are not 
immediate as the improve-
ments in soil health and 
yields take time. 

The legislators said that 
the  Conservation Assis-
tance Loan Act would help 
farmers to overcome these 
obstacles making it easier 
to use cover crops and im-
prove soil health.

Family Day
event planned
at Southeast

The Rosemary Berkel 
and Harry L. Crisp II Mu-
seum at Southeast Missouri 
State University’s River 
Campus in Cape Girardeau 
plans to celebrate a Family 
Day on Feb. 24.

The free event is sched-
uled from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and offers the opportunity 
to explore the rock cycle 
with an edible activity and 
see rocks glow in a differ-
ent light. 

Additionally, partici-
pants may use primitive 
stone tools and view stone 
lithic displays.

James Phillips, the cu-
rator of collections at the 
Crisp Museum, will be on 
hand to help identify any 
rocks or stones participants 
bring to show.

Photographer Larry 
Braun will also be on hand 
to talk about his nature 
photography.

The Crisp Museum is 
located in the Cultural Arts 
Center at Southeast Mis-
souri State University’s 
River Campus, which is 
located at 518 S. Fountain 
St. in Cape Girardeau. 

For more information, 
call 573-651-2260 or email 
museum@semo.edu.

Native shrubs
program planned

The use of native shrubs 
for landscaping will be the 
topic of a program planned 
Monday night, Feb. 26, in 
Carbondale.

The program is set for 7 
p.m. at 216 E. Monroe St. 
(the alley entrance) and is 
being presented by the Tu-
pelo Chapter of Wild Ones 
Native Landscapers.

Kevin Rohling plans to 
talk about shrubs which are 
native to Southern Illinois 
which will make an attrac-
tive addition to property.

Rohling is a forest tech-
nician at the Dixon Springs 
Agricultural Center.

Firm among
best companies
to work for

Financial services firm 
Edward Jones ranks No. 5 
on the 2018 Fortune 100 
Best Companies to Work 
For list.

This is Edward Jones’ 
19th appearance on the 
list, according to global re-
search and consulting firm 
Great Place to Work and 
Fortune magazine. 

Edward Jones is the 
highest-ranking financial-
services firm on the list.

Edward Jones, a Fortune 
500 company headquar-
tered in St. Louis, provides 
financial services in the 
United States and, through 
its affiliate, in Canada. 

Every aspect of the 
firm’s business, from the 
investments its financial ad-
visors offer to the location 
of its branch offices, caters 
to individual investors. The 
firm has branch offices in 
Union County.

Genealogy
classes set

Introductory geneal-
ogy classes are planned in 
March at Dodge Memorial 
Library in Olive Branch.

Classes are scheduled 
from 2 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 
Friday, March 2, and from 
3 p.m. until 4:45 p.m. Tues-
day, March 6.

Those who attend the 
classes will be shown how 
to use Ancestry Library 
Edition.

There is no cost to attend 
the classes. A library card is 
not required.

For more information, 
contact librarian Karen 
Schultz at 618-776-5115, 
Wednesday through Friday,  
from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.; 
or Tuesday, from 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m.
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Mardi Gras Celebra-
tion

On Saturday, Feb. 10,  
Bobbi Lence and Larry 
Leonard of Festus, Mo., left 
home at 7 a.m. and drove to 
Belleville. 

They then boarded 
the MetroLink train and 
rode to the civic center in 
downtown St Louis. After 
arriving downtown, they 
boarded a MetroLink shut-
tle bus, which took them to 
the Soulard neighborhood, 
arriving there at 9:15 a.m. 

After walking a few 
blocks, they arrived  in the 
heart of the Mardi Gras 
celebration.  Soulard has 
the largest Mardi Gras cel-
ebration, outside of New 
Orleans.

Neither had ever been to 
a Mardi Gras celebration. 
It encompasses the entire 
Soulard neighborhood, an 
up and coming part of St. 
Louis. 

H u n d r e d s  o f  v e n -
dors were set up along 
the streets, selling food, 
drinks, souvenirs and, of 
course, beads.  

They then walked to-
ward the area where the Bud 
Light Grand Parade would 
pass by. The temperature 
was in the 20s. They were 
dressed warmly, though. 

At approximately 11:30 
a.m., the parade began pass-
ing by. Floats, people and 
vehicles of all decorations 
were there. Of course, the 
beads were flying through 
the air. By the end of the pa-
rade, they had each caught 
around 50 strings of beads.

At that  point ,  they 
walked to the Soulard 
Farmer’s Market. Vendors 
were set up there, also. 
And, it was a place to warm 
up, for those  who did not 
have ticketed access to the 
main tents. To say it was 
crowded, is a major under-

statement. Elbow to elbow. 
After eating, they ven-

tured back out into the 
crowd. The neighborhood 
is very old and historic. 
So, they were just as inter-
ested in the buildings as the 
atmosphere. 

Many in the crowd were 
not dressed for the frigid 
temperature. And, a ma-
jority of the crowd was 
the 20 somethings and 30 
somethings. Bobbi said she 
was rather confident that 
most of them were not feel-
ing very well on Sunday. 

Later in the day, they 
met up with friends, who 
were pros of the Mardi 
Gras. They spent time wan-
dering the area with them. 
At 4:30 p.m, they left their 
friends, walking the short 
distance back to the bus 
shuttle area.   

While on the bus, they 
learned three partiers had 
birthdays, so they all sang 
to them. Then continued 
singing other songs until 
arriving back at the civic 
center. 

They again walked a 
very short distance and 
boarded the MetroLink 
train to return to Belleville. 
Upon arrival in Belleville, 
they joined a few friends 
for a drink at H’s Saloon, 
then returned to Festus at 
7:30 p.m.

 It was a rather long day, 
but so worth it. They can 
now cross this off their 
“bucket” list. Maybe next 
year will party in New 
Orleans. They  were in bed 
shortly after arriving home.

Celebrates Birthday
Carrie Carter Alsip said 

she felt so loved and blessed 
on her birthday. 

Her husband Leon took 
her to dinner at Watami 
in Cape Girardeeau and 
shopping last Friday night 
since he had a date with his 

daughter Grace Saturday at 
the Daddy Daughter dance.  

They watched Grace 
play basketball Satur-
day. Carrie enjoyed helping 
Grace get all dressed up for 
the dance. 

While they were at 
the dance Carrie and her 
mother had some mother 
daughter time and went 
to eat at Cracker Barrel in 
Cape Girardeau and did a 
little shopping. 

Carrie said she is just 
blessed to have such a won-
derful family and friends 
that took time out of their 
day and lives to wish her a 
happy birthday. 

The only thing miss-
ing from her birthday was 
her daddy calling her at 
9:39 a.m. to say “Happy 
Birthday.” Carrie was born 
at 9:39 a.m. and he would 
always wait to call her at 
that exact time. 

Carrie said she is also 
very blessed to have a 
wonderful man Leon that 
stepped up to the plate and 
gave Grace the daddy she 
always deserved to have. 

Carrie also chatted on 
the phone with a childhood 
friend for a bit. Her brother 
is fighting for his life cur-
rently due to flu complica-
tions. 

Jimmy Karraker had to 
be life flighted to St. Louis 
University. Please put him 
on your prayer list and keep 
Jimmy and his family in 
your prayers.

Trip
Sheree Fahlberg and 

friends  trip  on the Carni-
val Dream ship was well 
worth it. 

Amtrak train to New Or-
leans and back to Memphis, 
warm temperatures in the 
80s, sun and good music 
with old friends went a 
long way visiting Cozumel, 
Belize, and Mahogany Bay 
Roatan, Honduras. Scuba, 
snorkeling and swimming/
snorkeling with the dol-
phins was so much fun. 

Too much food, meet-
ing new friends and plenty 
of exotic drinks filled their 
time as well. A good time 
by all.

Baby Congratulations
Congratulations to Me-

lissa and Phillip Wilkerson 
on the birth of their daugh-
ter, Avery Rae Wilkerson,  
who was born at 11:48 a.m. 
on Feb. 14. She weighed 8 
pounds, 19.5ounces.

Av e r y ’ s  s i b l i n g s 
are McKenna, Hunter, and 
Isabel. Grandparents  are 
Ken and Lisa Stone and 
Phillip Wilkerson. Great-
grandmother is  Linda 
Finney Caraker.

Surprise  Birthday 
Party

Whitney Reynolds was 
honored with a surprise 
birthday party given by 
her parents Gina and Steve 
Loughridge and best friend 
Mary Hansil with friends 
and family.  Whitney’s hus-
band Kevin’s band  South-
ern Comfort played music.

Trails End Lodge 
Karaoke will be every 

Friday and Saturday nights 
in March.

Red Hat Ladies Meet
The Classy Red Hat La-

dies   met  on  Feb.  14  for a 
Valentine  party  and  lunch  
in Carbondale at Fazoli’s.   

Members exchanged  
gifts. Linda Clutts is the 
Queen  Mum. They  talked  
about  the bicentennial of  
Illinois.  

All members  present  
were  born  in Illinois  ex-
cept   for  two ladies. The-
resa Monaco said she was 
born in Florida and Rose  
Shack was born  in St. 
Louis. 

They sang  our  state  
song, “Illinois,” and  for 
Valentine’s  Day sang  “Let 
Me Call You  Sweetheart. A 
great time was had by all. 

Valentine’s Day
Earl Miller took Martha 

Ann Webb, Bessie, Curt 
and Elijah Ellis out for a 
Valentine’s dinner at El 
Jalapeño.

Guests
Guests of Ray and Juan-

ita Butler were their old-
est son Pastor Jeff Butler 
and his wife from Eureka, 
Mont. 

Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

While here they enjoyed 
a lot of visiting  and eating 
at Giant City Lodge, Don 
Carlos and Fat Edd’s in 
Metropolis.

HCE Meeting
Boskydell  HCE Unit  

met at Effie  Brimmer’s 
house with 11  members  
present. 

The  meeting  was  called 
to order by president  Lin-
da Clutts asking the mem-
bers to stand and say the  
Pledge of Allegiance  to  
our  American flag.  

They collected  Pennies 
for Friendship as they do 
each month  throughout 
the year  to send to  Africa 
to help build  clean  water  
wells.  

This is a project through-
out  Jackson County and 
IAHCE Units. This is, oth-
erwise known as  Illinois 
Association Home Com-
munity Education. This 
organization began  years 
ago as  Home Bureau.  

Today their program  
lesson on John A. Logan  
was  presented  by  Phyllis  
Greer. Delicious dessert  
refreshments  were served.  

Assumptions 
The Anna Arts Center is 

presenting a great comedy 
on Feb. 22-25 called As-
sumptions. It is not irrever-
ent, but instead shows hu-
man foibles when dealing 
with God and one’s faith. 

This play was written 
by one of our very own 
Southern Illinoisans, Steve 
Falcone, who was a profes-
sor at SIU for many years. 

Come and see it if you 
want a good laugh and 
also want to think a little 
bit about what it means to 
be a Christian in this day 
and age.

6th Birthday
Nicholas and Christo-

pher James celebrated their 
6th birthday Feb. 15. 

They had a birthday 
party Tuesday night at the 
bowling alley. Their mother 
Janie surprised them with 
cookies and juice boxes 
Thursday at school for their 
snack. 

They also had a birthday 
party at  Chuck E Cheese 
and had a blast.

Guests
Visiting  Judy and Kevin 

Newman was their daugh-
ter Dallas, who was home 
from college at Carlinville.                                                     

King Neptune Cajun 
House 

Lynn Stoner and Scott 
McKinney owners also 
awarded best mask Dee 
Pearl and best dressed 
Laura  at the  Mardi Gras 
masquerade ball. Lots of 
other prizes given. 

Last Sat. there was a 
band named King Juba 
for LaDonna K. Basler’s 
birthday. 

Brenda Allen reported  

Janice Lewellyn cel-
ebrated her birthday in 
Florida Feb. 16.

Pete  Housman and 
his mother Virginia were 
all decked out for Mardi 
Gras Valentine’s Day at 
the Anna-Jo Garden Club 
meeting.

Susan Sherwin won the door prize at the Anna-Jo 
Garden Club Feb. 13, presented by District VII director 
Linda Clutts: beautiful roses from Valentine’s Day with 
greenery from Linda’s garden.

New officers:  Mike Stegle, 2017 president of the Union County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, congratulated and shook hands with the new president, Stephanie 
Cox, with treasurer Alan Yates, for the new year 2018.

Marshall and Jackie Burns celebrated their 53rd wedding anniversary Feb. 20 
with their children Sheila, Wade, family and friends with a party last Saturday night.

Whitney Reynolds was 
honored with a surprise 
party on her 30th birthday 
Feb. 16.

Congratulatioins to Me-
lissa and Phillip Wilkerson 
on the birth of their daugh-
ter, Avery Rae Wilkerson.

Nicholas Dylan and Christopher Alex James cel-
ebrated their 6th birthday at Chuck E Cheese.

Kasie Craft celebrated 
her birthday in Peoria at 
the Illinois auctioneers con-
ference with her husband 
Robert.

around 100 people there 
with good food and great 
music. Brenda wished her 
dear friend LaDonna a 
very happy birthday, love 
and shalom to her and her 
husband Dennis forever. 

They have been friends 
from school, her wedding 
and at their class reunions. 
She can always couunt on 
her.                              .

Anna VFW
A special thanks to all 

the members who have sent 
in donations so far for the 
roof fund. Every little bit 
helps no matter how small 
or large. 

A special thanks to the 
winner of the 50/50 draw-
ing who donated the money 
back to the fund. 

Friday, Feb. 23, is bin-
go at the Illinois Veterans 
Home at 2 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 24, C.W. 
Karaoke will be at the post 
from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Anna-Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club Meeting

The GFWC Ill inois 
Anna-Jonesboro Women’s 
Club  will meet Monday, 
March 5, at 11 a.m. at Sun-
shine Inn at Goddards Barn 
and Grill for lunch. 

Guest speaker will be 
John Schwegman. His pro-
gram is on Conservation 
Kankakee Mallow. Every-
one is welcome to come 
visit and join the club.

17th Birthday
Jackson Laster  celebrat-

ed his 17th birthday Feb. 15 
with his mom and dad Mark 
and Andi Laster by going 
out for dinner. 

Sunday afternoon they 
celebrated at his grand-
parents Sharon and Don 
Laster’s house.

Uni ted  Method i s t 
Church, Anna

For Ash Wednesday ser-
vices Rev. Carl Johnston’s 
homily was on Spiritual 
Practices with the gospel 
lesson from Matthew. 

Our Lord’s Supper was 
taken. Ashes were put on 
everyone’s forehead.

Sunday morning  it was 

good to have district su-
perintendent Roger Russell 
visit the church. 

Roger  thanked  the 
church for all the prayers 
for his wife Carol and said 
she was doing really well 
now after the car wreck 
they were in a couple 
months ago. 

Rev. Carl’s sermon was 
Check the Map with the 
gospel lesson from Mark. 

Rev. Carl read a letter 
from the bishop asking for 
everyone to join together in 
prayers for those who had 
been shot in Florida and 
their families. 

Sunday was the first day 
of Lent. The lighting of the 
Lenten cross was by Mag-
gie Johnston Davis, who 
is going to study to see if 
she wants to go into the 
ministry. 

The ladies choir sang a 
beautiful song Make Me a 
Channel of Your Peace. 

It was good to have Bry-
an West visiting with his 
mother Shirley. It was good 
to have Wayne and Nancy 
Skoglund back.

The children took their 
special mission offering 
Sunday morning.  

Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Friendship and Sew-
ing and Happy Scrappers 
meet.  
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Mardi Gras Celebra-
tion

On Saturday, Feb. 10,  
Bobbi Lence and Larry 
Leonard of Festus, Mo., left 
home at 7 a.m. and drove to 
Belleville. 

They then boarded 
the MetroLink train and 
rode to the civic center in 
downtown St Louis. After 
arriving downtown, they 
boarded a MetroLink shut-
tle bus, which took them to 
the Soulard neighborhood, 
arriving there at 9:15 a.m. 

After walking a few 
blocks, they arrived  in the 
heart of the Mardi Gras 
celebration.  Soulard has 
the largest Mardi Gras cel-
ebration, outside of New 
Orleans.

Neither had ever been to 
a Mardi Gras celebration. 
It encompasses the entire 
Soulard neighborhood, an 
up and coming part of St. 
Louis. 

H u n d r e d s  o f  v e n -
dors were set up along 
the streets, selling food, 
drinks, souvenirs and, of 
course, beads.  

They then walked to-
ward the area where the Bud 
Light Grand Parade would 
pass by. The temperature 
was in the 20s. They were 
dressed warmly, though. 

At approximately 11:30 
a.m., the parade began pass-
ing by. Floats, people and 
vehicles of all decorations 
were there. Of course, the 
beads were flying through 
the air. By the end of the pa-
rade, they had each caught 
around 50 strings of beads.

At that  point ,  they 
walked to the Soulard 
Farmer’s Market. Vendors 
were set up there, also. 
And, it was a place to warm 
up, for those  who did not 
have ticketed access to the 
main tents. To say it was 
crowded, is a major under-

statement. Elbow to elbow. 
After eating, they ven-

tured back out into the 
crowd. The neighborhood 
is very old and historic. 
So, they were just as inter-
ested in the buildings as the 
atmosphere. 

Many in the crowd were 
not dressed for the frigid 
temperature. And, a ma-
jority of the crowd was 
the 20 somethings and 30 
somethings. Bobbi said she 
was rather confident that 
most of them were not feel-
ing very well on Sunday. 

Later in the day, they 
met up with friends, who 
were pros of the Mardi 
Gras. They spent time wan-
dering the area with them. 
At 4:30 p.m, they left their 
friends, walking the short 
distance back to the bus 
shuttle area.   

While on the bus, they 
learned three partiers had 
birthdays, so they all sang 
to them. Then continued 
singing other songs until 
arriving back at the civic 
center. 

They again walked a 
very short distance and 
boarded the MetroLink 
train to return to Belleville. 
Upon arrival in Belleville, 
they joined a few friends 
for a drink at H’s Saloon, 
then returned to Festus at 
7:30 p.m.

 It was a rather long day, 
but so worth it. They can 
now cross this off their 
“bucket” list. Maybe next 
year will party in New 
Orleans. They  were in bed 
shortly after arriving home.

Celebrates Birthday
Carrie Carter Alsip said 

she felt so loved and blessed 
on her birthday. 

Her husband Leon took 
her to dinner at Watami 
in Cape Girardeeau and 
shopping last Friday night 
since he had a date with his 

daughter Grace Saturday at 
the Daddy Daughter dance.  

They watched Grace 
play basketball Satur-
day. Carrie enjoyed helping 
Grace get all dressed up for 
the dance. 

While they were at 
the dance Carrie and her 
mother had some mother 
daughter time and went 
to eat at Cracker Barrel in 
Cape Girardeau and did a 
little shopping. 

Carrie said she is just 
blessed to have such a won-
derful family and friends 
that took time out of their 
day and lives to wish her a 
happy birthday. 

The only thing miss-
ing from her birthday was 
her daddy calling her at 
9:39 a.m. to say “Happy 
Birthday.” Carrie was born 
at 9:39 a.m. and he would 
always wait to call her at 
that exact time. 

Carrie said she is also 
very blessed to have a 
wonderful man Leon that 
stepped up to the plate and 
gave Grace the daddy she 
always deserved to have. 

Carrie also chatted on 
the phone with a childhood 
friend for a bit. Her brother 
is fighting for his life cur-
rently due to flu complica-
tions. 

Jimmy Karraker had to 
be life flighted to St. Louis 
University. Please put him 
on your prayer list and keep 
Jimmy and his family in 
your prayers.

Trip
Sheree Fahlberg and 

friends  trip  on the Carni-
val Dream ship was well 
worth it. 

Amtrak train to New Or-
leans and back to Memphis, 
warm temperatures in the 
80s, sun and good music 
with old friends went a 
long way visiting Cozumel, 
Belize, and Mahogany Bay 
Roatan, Honduras. Scuba, 
snorkeling and swimming/
snorkeling with the dol-
phins was so much fun. 

Too much food, meet-
ing new friends and plenty 
of exotic drinks filled their 
time as well. A good time 
by all.

Baby Congratulations
Congratulations to Me-

lissa and Phillip Wilkerson 
on the birth of their daugh-
ter, Avery Rae Wilkerson,  
who was born at 11:48 a.m. 
on Feb. 14. She weighed 8 
pounds, 19.5ounces.

Av e r y ’ s  s i b l i n g s 
are McKenna, Hunter, and 
Isabel. Grandparents  are 
Ken and Lisa Stone and 
Phillip Wilkerson. Great-
grandmother is  Linda 
Finney Caraker.

Surprise  Birthday 
Party

Whitney Reynolds was 
honored with a surprise 
birthday party given by 
her parents Gina and Steve 
Loughridge and best friend 
Mary Hansil with friends 
and family.  Whitney’s hus-
band Kevin’s band  South-
ern Comfort played music.

Trails End Lodge 
Karaoke will be every 

Friday and Saturday nights 
in March.

Red Hat Ladies Meet
The Classy Red Hat La-

dies   met  on  Feb.  14  for a 
Valentine  party  and  lunch  
in Carbondale at Fazoli’s.   

Members exchanged  
gifts. Linda Clutts is the 
Queen  Mum. They  talked  
about  the bicentennial of  
Illinois.  

All members  present  
were  born  in Illinois  ex-
cept   for  two ladies. The-
resa Monaco said she was 
born in Florida and Rose  
Shack was born  in St. 
Louis. 

They sang  our  state  
song, “Illinois,” and  for 
Valentine’s  Day sang  “Let 
Me Call You  Sweetheart. A 
great time was had by all. 

Valentine’s Day
Earl Miller took Martha 

Ann Webb, Bessie, Curt 
and Elijah Ellis out for a 
Valentine’s dinner at El 
Jalapeño.

Guests
Guests of Ray and Juan-

ita Butler were their old-
est son Pastor Jeff Butler 
and his wife from Eureka, 
Mont. 

Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

While here they enjoyed 
a lot of visiting  and eating 
at Giant City Lodge, Don 
Carlos and Fat Edd’s in 
Metropolis.

HCE Meeting
Boskydell  HCE Unit  

met at Effie  Brimmer’s 
house with 11  members  
present. 

The  meeting  was  called 
to order by president  Lin-
da Clutts asking the mem-
bers to stand and say the  
Pledge of Allegiance  to  
our  American flag.  

They collected  Pennies 
for Friendship as they do 
each month  throughout 
the year  to send to  Africa 
to help build  clean  water  
wells.  

This is a project through-
out  Jackson County and 
IAHCE Units. This is, oth-
erwise known as  Illinois 
Association Home Com-
munity Education. This 
organization began  years 
ago as  Home Bureau.  

Today their program  
lesson on John A. Logan  
was  presented  by  Phyllis  
Greer. Delicious dessert  
refreshments  were served.  

Assumptions 
The Anna Arts Center is 

presenting a great comedy 
on Feb. 22-25 called As-
sumptions. It is not irrever-
ent, but instead shows hu-
man foibles when dealing 
with God and one’s faith. 

This play was written 
by one of our very own 
Southern Illinoisans, Steve 
Falcone, who was a profes-
sor at SIU for many years. 

Come and see it if you 
want a good laugh and 
also want to think a little 
bit about what it means to 
be a Christian in this day 
and age.

6th Birthday
Nicholas and Christo-

pher James celebrated their 
6th birthday Feb. 15. 

They had a birthday 
party Tuesday night at the 
bowling alley. Their mother 
Janie surprised them with 
cookies and juice boxes 
Thursday at school for their 
snack. 

They also had a birthday 
party at  Chuck E Cheese 
and had a blast.

Guests
Visiting  Judy and Kevin 

Newman was their daugh-
ter Dallas, who was home 
from college at Carlinville.                                                     

King Neptune Cajun 
House 

Lynn Stoner and Scott 
McKinney owners also 
awarded best mask Dee 
Pearl and best dressed 
Laura  at the  Mardi Gras 
masquerade ball. Lots of 
other prizes given. 

Last Sat. there was a 
band named King Juba 
for LaDonna K. Basler’s 
birthday. 

Brenda Allen reported  

Janice Lewellyn cel-
ebrated her birthday in 
Florida Feb. 16.

Pete  Housman and 
his mother Virginia were 
all decked out for Mardi 
Gras Valentine’s Day at 
the Anna-Jo Garden Club 
meeting.

Susan Sherwin won the door prize at the Anna-Jo 
Garden Club Feb. 13, presented by District VII director 
Linda Clutts: beautiful roses from Valentine’s Day with 
greenery from Linda’s garden.

New officers:  Mike Stegle, 2017 president of the Union County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, congratulated and shook hands with the new president, Stephanie 
Cox, with treasurer Alan Yates, for the new year 2018.

Marshall and Jackie Burns celebrated their 53rd wedding anniversary Feb. 20 
with their children Sheila, Wade, family and friends with a party last Saturday night.

Whitney Reynolds was 
honored with a surprise 
party on her 30th birthday 
Feb. 16.

Congratulatioins to Me-
lissa and Phillip Wilkerson 
on the birth of their daugh-
ter, Avery Rae Wilkerson.

Nicholas Dylan and Christopher Alex James cel-
ebrated their 6th birthday at Chuck E Cheese.

Kasie Craft celebrated 
her birthday in Peoria at 
the Illinois auctioneers con-
ference with her husband 
Robert.

around 100 people there 
with good food and great 
music. Brenda wished her 
dear friend LaDonna a 
very happy birthday, love 
and shalom to her and her 
husband Dennis forever. 

They have been friends 
from school, her wedding 
and at their class reunions. 
She can always couunt on 
her.                              .

Anna VFW
A special thanks to all 

the members who have sent 
in donations so far for the 
roof fund. Every little bit 
helps no matter how small 
or large. 

A special thanks to the 
winner of the 50/50 draw-
ing who donated the money 
back to the fund. 

Friday, Feb. 23, is bin-
go at the Illinois Veterans 
Home at 2 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 24, C.W. 
Karaoke will be at the post 
from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Anna-Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club Meeting

The GFWC Ill inois 
Anna-Jonesboro Women’s 
Club  will meet Monday, 
March 5, at 11 a.m. at Sun-
shine Inn at Goddards Barn 
and Grill for lunch. 

Guest speaker will be 
John Schwegman. His pro-
gram is on Conservation 
Kankakee Mallow. Every-
one is welcome to come 
visit and join the club.

17th Birthday
Jackson Laster  celebrat-

ed his 17th birthday Feb. 15 
with his mom and dad Mark 
and Andi Laster by going 
out for dinner. 

Sunday afternoon they 
celebrated at his grand-
parents Sharon and Don 
Laster’s house.

Uni ted  Method i s t 
Church, Anna

For Ash Wednesday ser-
vices Rev. Carl Johnston’s 
homily was on Spiritual 
Practices with the gospel 
lesson from Matthew. 

Our Lord’s Supper was 
taken. Ashes were put on 
everyone’s forehead.

Sunday morning  it was 

good to have district su-
perintendent Roger Russell 
visit the church. 

Roger  thanked  the 
church for all the prayers 
for his wife Carol and said 
she was doing really well 
now after the car wreck 
they were in a couple 
months ago. 

Rev. Carl’s sermon was 
Check the Map with the 
gospel lesson from Mark. 

Rev. Carl read a letter 
from the bishop asking for 
everyone to join together in 
prayers for those who had 
been shot in Florida and 
their families. 

Sunday was the first day 
of Lent. The lighting of the 
Lenten cross was by Mag-
gie Johnston Davis, who 
is going to study to see if 
she wants to go into the 
ministry. 

The ladies choir sang a 
beautiful song Make Me a 
Channel of Your Peace. 

It was good to have Bry-
an West visiting with his 
mother Shirley. It was good 
to have Wayne and Nancy 
Skoglund back.

The children took their 
special mission offering 
Sunday morning.  

Friday from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Friendship and Sew-
ing and Happy Scrappers 
meet.  



 Page 6 - Section B                                                                                Thursday, February 22, 2018                                                                           The Gazette-Democrat

Opinion 
and 

Commentary

Please read this. . .             by Geof Skinner

Someone, 
somewhere
wants just 

what you don't need 
anymore.

Use a classified ad 
in

The Gazette-Democrat
to get yourself 

some extra cash.

To place 
your classified ad, 

call 
833-2158.

Political letters to the editor
All letters to the editor endorsing, opposing or per-

taining to political candidates must be published as 
paid election letters. They will be subject to a publica-
tion fee of $50.

A paid election letter must be paid for by the writer. 
If the letter is paid for by another individual or organi-
zation, that information must be stated, according to 
election laws.

A letter must be signed and must contain the name 
of the person who wrote the letter, the writer's address 
and the writer's telephone number. The telephone 
number will not be published, but must be included for 
verification purposes.

The deadline to submit a paid election letter, and 
payment for the letter, is noon on the Thursday prior 
to publication of the letter. The newspaper reserves 
the right to edit a letter for clarity, brevity and legal 
purposes.

Brief editorial comment

Make It 18
Reppert Publications now has the newspaper of 

record for McLeansboro and Hamilton County with 
this first issue February 15. 

With the addition of The McLeansboro Gazette, 
Reppert Publications, based in Anna, now operates 
18 weekly publications in Southern Illinois. Weekly 
circulation of more than 100,000.

Former Union County resident Rick Campbell is 
the publisher of The McLeansboro Gazette.

Reppert Publications is now the newspaper of 
record "legal" newspaper for more counties in Illinois 
than any other group and possibly in the multi-state 
region of the United States.

Community newspapers remain strong and are 
important part of the communities they serve proudly. 
JLR

Fugitive porker: While motoring through the bottomlands near Ware, your intrepid chronicler came face 
to face, with a fugitive. 

If only a pig had wings...and creatures that actually do...
This week, some thoughts about creatures which can 

fly, and a critter that might have hoped that it could fly...
One evening last week, while yours truly was on a 

daily walkabout, I could hear the sounds of geese as 
they flew from the west. 

I stopped, listened and watched as seven geese 
soared overhead, silhouettes in the approaching dark-
ness of a winter night. 

Most interesting, and a bit surprising, at least for my 
simple little mind, was that as geese flew directly over-
head, the evening was so calm, quiet and still, I could 
hear the wings of the birds flapping. Never heard that 
before. Maybe it is the simple things, but I found the 
moment to be one of those little gems that we some-
times get to experience.

Now, let's turn our attention to a critter that might 
have been happy to have wings...

Seems that up until one afternoon last week, there 
was a pot-bellied pig on the loose in the metropolitan 
and suburban Ware area located in the Mississippi 
River bottomlands in western Union County. 

Union County animal control officer Derk Wright 
explained that the fugitive, which he took to calling 
Wilbur (what else would you call a pig?), had been on 
the run for about a month or so. Wright had tried to ap-
prehend Wilbur, to no avail.

One time, Wright explained, "I walked right up to 
him and touched his nose." Wilbur apparently was en-
joying his freedom, so a touch on the nose was as good 
as it got.

Wilbur may have belonged to some folks who lived 
in Ware at one time, and might have raised pot-bellied 
pigs as pets. As sometimes happens in stories involving 
desperadoes, the details are a bit murky. 

Last week, with a little help from postings on social 
media, along with word-of-mouth communications, 
eight or so folks journeyed to the bottomlands to at-
tempt to bring the porker's days of freedom to an end.

The plan was for folks to gather, to form a human 
chain and, hopefully, to nab Wilbur. "He'll get a treat 
tonight, if we catch him," Wright promised.

Not wanting to miss such an exciting event, yours 
truly headed to the bottomlands last Thursday after-

noon. The day was unseasonably mild for the 15th day 
of February. And it was windy. Goodness, was it windy. 
So windy that the words I was writing on my notepad 
were blowing off the paper, so some of the details of 
this adventure are in a field down by Ware. If you hap-
pen to find them, send them along. Or, use them to start 
your own Great American Novel, 'cause I haven't had 
any luck doing such a thing yet.

While on the way to Ware, just as I was heading into 
town, I actually spotted Wilbur while he was on the 
move. Wilbur seemed to have a sense of purpose and 
determination about him. He appeared to know where 
he wanted to go. 

I quickly pulled into a parking lot and stopped the 
car. Wilbur strolled closer. I rolled down the window on 
the driver's side of the car.

Wilbur stopped, too. Not far from the car. We looked 
at each other. It briefly occurred to me that I had never 
interviewed a fugitive pig. "Are you the pig?" I asked. 
Wilbur grunted. What else would a pig do? After his 
terse response, Wilbur was on the move again.

He paused for a rest by some boats which were 
parked behind the old grade school building in Ware. 
Then, Wilbur was on the move again. The pursuit 
began. 

Well, Wilbur kept on going. And going. And going. 
About a mile or so, I think. With pursuers on his heels, 
or hooves, all the way. 

Finally, Wilbur may have just gotten worn out. Some 
of the folks who were helping with the pursuit caught 
up with the pig and wrestled him to the ground.

Wilbur ended up behind bars. Literally. He was 
given some water. Lots of pictures were taken. Wright 
hopes that Wilbur will be adopted. Maybe by somebody 
who likes free spirits.

After he was apprehended, Wilbur was headed to the 
county's animal control shelter, which is located along 
Kaolin Road, between Anna and Cobden. At least he 
wouldn't be alone, though. A couple of other pot-bellied 
pigs were already at the shelter, no doubt waiting for 
some company.

On, just in case you are wondering...no pigs were 
harmed in the creation of this column. 

Union County animal control officer Derk Wright worked to round up the elusive critter during a pursuit 
last week in bottomlands near Ware.

Page from the Past
From the files of The Gazette-Democrat
50 Years Ago, February 22, 1968

Wednesday, Feb. 28, is the first day to file for 
school board elections in Union County with March 
23 the last date for filing such petitions. The school 
board election will be held on Saturday, April 13.

The Anna-Jonesboro Lodge 1641 of the Benevo-
lent Order of Elks celebrated the 100th Anniversary 
of the National Organization with the initiation of 20 
new members in a special centennial ceremony Friday 
evening.

The World Day of Prayer will be held in Anna at 
the First Methodist Church on Friday, March 1.

With spring just around the corner (the calendar 
says) many of the residents of the county cannot agree 
with that statement, as biting winds and low tempera-
tures plagued the county the past week.

Mukunda Shrestha, an English teacher from Nepal, 
has been teaching in the Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School for the past few weeks, and has charmed 
everyone whom he met.

The faculty of the Alto Pass Grade School met with 
three members of the Little Egypt Development Cen-
ter recently to begin a detailed review of the school's 
curriculum in cooperation with Sam Slagel, school 
superintendent.

Red Cross First Aid and Medical Self Help Classes 
will soon be held at the Civil Defense Emergency 
Operating Center in Jonesboro.

The annual Founders Day Tea sponsored by the 
Parent-Teachers Association, was held at the Jones-
boro School Thursday, Feb. 15, with members of the 
District PTA attending.

The Open House which was held at Anna Junior 
High School Monday evening, Feb. 19, was attended 
by a large number of parents and other interested 
persons.

The Anna-Jonesboro Wildcats traveled to Metropo-
lis Friday night to suffer a non-conference defeat, 
67-49.

Anna Junior High School was the winner of the 
Wolf Lake Midget Basketball Tournament held Friday 
evening, Feb. 16, in the Shawnee Gymnasium by 
defeating Dongola by a score of 37 to 16.

From the Water Valley news: Cobden Schools had 
their homecomings this week, with much excitement 
in all grades and throughout the high school.

From the Bethel news: A Religious Census was 
started by members of the church Sunday afternoon. 
Six teams of two each went out. They plan to finish 
the job during the week and Sunday afternoon.

From the Shiloh news: There is still quite a bit of 
sickness in the community.

Dairy Queen in Anna, located across from the post 
office, advertised that "Spring is Around the Corner. 
We're Open Again to Serve You!"

‘Assumptions’ opens theater series at Anna Arts Center
The Shawnee Hills Arts Council’s Anna Arts Center 

is planning to present a five-show theater series during 
2018 in conjunction with the celebration of Illinois’ bi-
centennial.

The series at the Anna Arts Center will recognize Il-
linois playwrights and their new plays. 

Performances will be at the arts center, which is located 
at 117 W. Davie St. in Anna.

The arts center series is scheduled to open with the 
play “Assumptions,” by Steve Falcone.

“Assumptions,” directed by RL Pete Housman, is 
described by the arts council as a play about the Holy 
Ghost Church, which is described as “any church in 
today’s America.” 

“Assumptions” is scheduled to be presented Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 23-24, at 7 p.m., and Sunday, Feb. 25, at 2 
p.m. on the main stage at the Anna Arts Center.

Following the Feb. 25 performance, those in atten-
dance will have an opportunity to meet playwright Steve 
Falcone.

Preview, Discussion
A preview of “Assumptions” is set for 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, today.
A guided discussion featuring area pastors is planned 

following the preview.
The arts council noted that tickets for tonight’s event 

were to have been purchased in advance.

Season tickets for the five-show theater series are 
$50 for adults, and $16 for children 12 years of age and 
younger.

Otherwise, tickets are $15 and $5 for 12 and under 
for each show. 

For more information or to reserve tickets, call Lee’s 
cell 904-625-1109 or email vabchlee@gmail.com.  


	A1 2-22-18.pdf
	A2 2-22-18
	A3 2-22-18
	A4 2-22-18
	A5 2-22-18
	A6 2-22-18
	A7 2-22-18
	A8-11 2-22-18
	A12 2-22-18
	B1 2-22-18
	B2 8-31-17
	B3 2-22-18
	B4 2-22-18
	B5 2-22-18
	B6 2-22-18

