
THE GAZETTE-DEMOCRAT
The Talk And Cobden Review  •  Serving Union County Since 1849

 Thursday, December 22, 2016          Anna, Illinois            ©2016 Reppert Publications            $1.00             Volume 168, Number 1

News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

From Saturday to Sunday...

Temperature falls 59 degrees in county

Light snow in Anna
Light snow streaked through the lights in front of 

the Anna City Hall on Tuesday night, Dec. 13. The 
Anna area received a light dusting of snow.

on record,” the weather 
service reported.

In Union County, the 
temperature changed 59 
degrees between Saturday 
and Sunday morning.

The weather service re-
ported that in looking back 
on records since 1938, a 
59-degree change in the 
temperature in Paducah 
from Saturday afternoon 
through late Sunday eve-
ning was tied for the second 
largest drop from one calen-
dar day to the next.

Only a 61-degree drop 
recorded on Jan. 25-26, 
1943, was greater.

The weather service is-
sued a winter weather ad-
visory for the region, which 
was in effect from 6 p.m. 
Saturday through 6 a.m. 
Sunday. The area saw rain, 
freezing rain and light snow 
during the night.

After bitter cold on Sun-
day and Monday and early 
Tuesday morning, tempera-
tures began to moderate. 

(continued on page 2)

cold front swept through the 
region.

“Roller Coaster Ride of 
Temperatures”

The weather service re-
ported that the region ex-
perienced “a roller coaster 
ride of temperatures” dur-
ing the period from Dec. 17 
through Dec. 19.

High temperatures on 
Saturday exceeded 70 de-
grees in many locations in 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky.

The high temperature on 
Saturday in Union County 
was 68 degrees.

By Sunday morning, 
the low temperature had 
dropped all the way into 
single digits.

The low on Sunday in 
Union County was 9 de-
grees. The mercury dropped 
to 7 degrees on Monday and 
9 degrees on Tuesday.

During the period from 
Friday through Monday, 
temperatures in the region 
changed from 55 to 65 
degrees.“This is one of our 
largest temperature drops 

As Christmas Day ap-
proaches, the outlook for 
snow on the ground for the 
holiday in Union County 
and the rest of the region 
looks pretty slim.

The forecast posted early 
this week on the website 
for the National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
was calling for a chance 
of showers, along with a 
high temperature near 59 
degrees, on Christmas Day, 
which is Sunday, Dec. 25.

The outlook for mild 
weather comes as win-
ter “officially” began on 
Wednesday, Dec. 21.

Union County residents 
experienced mild tempera-
tures last weekend, with 
high temperatures in the 60s 
recorded on Saturday.

Those mild readings 
ended abruptly during the 
course of the day and into 
Saturday night and Sunday 
morning, when tempera-
tures plunged into the teens 
and single digits as a strong 

A special message for 
the season, and from all 
of us at the newspaper. 
Merry Christmas to all.

***
The sounds of Christ-

mas music can be heard 
again this year on the 
square in Jonesboro.

***
Santa Claus is plan-

ning to make a last-
minute stop in Ullin this 
Friday evening before 
he begins his Christmas 
travels.

***
In observance of the 

Christmas holiday on 
Sunday, local govern-
ment offices (and other 
entities) likely will have 
altered their hours of 
operation. You might 
want to call ahead before 
planning a visit.

***
Reminder: an annual 

coat drive and giveaway 
is underway at Union 
County Counseling Ser-
vice in Anna.

(continued on page 2)

The reason for the season
Clare Bunyan portrayed Mary and Jacob Staley was Joseph during the 

recent presentation of “A Night in Bethlehem” at the First Baptist Church in 
Cobden. The event, which was hosted by the Cobden church in early December, 
has become a Christmas holiday season tradition which gives visitors a sense 
of what life might have been like at the time of the birth of Jesus, which will 
be celebrated on Christmas Day, Dec. 25.

Stocking winner shares prize with class 
Kenzie Miller, a student at Jonesboro Elementary School, was the winner from her school in an annual 

Christmas holiday essay contest sponsored by Rusty’s Home Center in Anna. The theme of the contest 
was “What Christmas Means to Me.” Winners from local schools each won a large Christmas stocking 
that was filled with toys. Kenzie decided to share the prizes inside with her classmates. Kenzie and the 
rest of the students are in Kimberly Dillow’s 3rd grade class at the Union County school. Miller said 
she decided to share the toys because she thought her classmates would like to have a present. The 
winning essays can be seen on page 1 in Section B of this week’s paper. Photo by Lindsey Rae Vaughn.  

State 
Scholars
announced

The Illinois Student As-
sistance Commission re-
cently announced the names 
of Illinois high school stu-
dents who have been named 
2017-18 State Scholars for 
their outstanding academic 
achievement. 

Union County students 
who have been recognized 
as Illinois State Scholars are 
named below by their high 
school:

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School: Elle 
Basler, Madisyn Bigler, 
Mackenize Boget, Caleb 
Clover, Ryley Kimmel, 
Ashley Oliver, Lexa Sharp.

Cobden High School: 
Makynzie Peterman.

Shawnee High School, 
Wolf Lake: Nickolas Balt-
zell, Drew McLane.

Spring 2017 registra-
tion is underway at Shaw-
nee Community College. 
Spring semester classes are 
scheduled to begin Jan. 11.

Classes are available at 
the college’s main campus 
near Ullin and at Shawnee 
Community College exten-
sion centers in Anna, Cairo 
and Metropolis. 

The regular schedule of 
classes is available at the 
main campus and each of 
the extension centers.

The schedule also is 
available online at www.
shawneecc.edu, click “cur-
rent students,” then “course 
enrollment,” and then 
“course schedules” for the 
schedule of spring classes.

To register, students 
must complete four steps. 
The first step is to complete 
a student information form. 

The next step is to com-
plete placement testing, 
which is required by all 
prospective students prior 
to registering for classes. 

Placement testing can 
be completed at the main 
campus on Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Testing also is available at 
any of the extension centers 
by appointment. 

The next step is to request 
a copy of high school com-
pletion to be sent directly 
to the college’s admissions 
office. Hand-carried copies 
are not considered official. 

The last step is to sched-
ule an appointment to meet 
with an advisor by calling 
618-634-3397.

Regular spring classes 
are scheduled to begin on 
Jan. 11, 2017.

The last day to register 
for spring classes is on Jan. 
11 at 4 p.m.

The last day to add a 
regular start class (for cur-
rently enrolled students) is 
Jan. 12 at 4:30 p.m.

The college requests cur-
rent students needing to 
sign-up for classes or speak 
with an advisor to schedule 
an appointment by calling 
618-634-3397.

Extended registration 
hours are planned on Jan. 5, 
9, 10 and 11 until 6:30 p.m. 
at the main campus and at 
all of the extension centers.

(continued on page 2)

Spring registration
underway at Shawnee
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What Is 
The Value 

Of A
Community  
Newspaper?

What is the value of a community newspa-
per?

What does it bring to that community that 
no other institution can provide?

The local newspaper is a basic institution 
in any community, like the post office, the 
schools and the churches.

The local community newspaper, whether 
it be a 2,000 circulation weekly or a 50,000 
circulation daily, serves to keep people con-
nected to their community, by telling them 
what's happening with their neighbors, as well 
as the institution serving the community.

The publication of obituaries, birth an-
nouncements, weddings and other significant 
events in our lives remind us of poet John 
Donne's words, "no man is an island."

Community newspapers alert members of 
the community to problems needing attention. 

The community newspaper facilitates the 
exchange of ideas and opinions through its 
editorial page and letters to the editor.

There are so many things of value com-
munity newspapers provide: the recording of 
local history and helping to maintain a healthy 
local economy through effective advertising 
for local businesses are just a few areas of 
value.

The community newspaper's value to its 
community is unquestioned.

– from Publishers Auxiliary, 
a publication of the 

National Newspaper Association
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News Notes
(continued from page 1)

Check it out: a Little 
Free Library was spotted 
last weekend in downtown 
Alto Pass.

***
Update to previous 

item: The sale of the for-
mer First Christian Church 
building in Anna was not 
finalized, as reported in 
last week’s paper. Infor-
mation about the status of 
the sale was shared with 
the paper early this week.

***
Jonesboro School has 

made several special 
holiday season donations. 
More on this to come.

***
The Union County 

Farm Bureau received sev-
eral awards at the Illinois 
Farm Bureau’s recent an-
nual meeting in Chicago. 
More on this to come, too.

*** 

A Whitetails Unlimited 
Union County chapter 
banquet is planned Satur-
day, Feb. 18, at the Great 
Boars of Fire Lodge be-
tween Anna and Cobden.

***
A movie about monarch 

butterflies is scheduled 
to be shown Thursday 
evening, Jan. 12, at the 
Barkhausen Cache River 
Wetlands Center near 
Cypress.

*** 
Susan Belcher won 

first place in a gingerbread 
house decorating com-
petition Sunday in Cape 
Girardeau.

*** 
Former residents Amy 

and Dennis Linson visited 
in Union County this past 
weekend.  They currently 
reside in south Florida.

*** 
Dave and Bob Fom-

belle hosted a Christmas 
party for employees of 
Great Boars of Fire Sun-
day evening.

***

The arrival of bitter 
cold last weekend helped 
to create icicly images like 
this throughout the area.

Just dandy: a dandelion 
was spotted last weekend, 
in the snow and bitter 
cold.

The main campus is 
scheduled to be open Sat-
urday, Jan. 7, from 8 a.m. to 
noon for spring registration. 
Admissions, financial aid, 
testing and the bookstore 
are scheduled to be open on 
Jan. 7 as well.

Online spring courses 
are scheduled to begin on 
Jan. 23. Registration for 
those classes closes at 4 
p.m. on Jan. 24.

Late start classes are 
scheduled to begin on Feb. 
6, with registration closing 
at 4 p.m. on Feb. 7.

For information about 
FAFSA completion, contact 
the college’s financial aid 
office at 618-634-3200, op-
tion number 1, then option 
number 2.

The first day to charge 
books in the college’s book-
store is Jan. 5. The final day 
is Feb. 17.

For more information 
about spring registration, 
call 618-634-3397 or www.
shawneecc.edu. 

Shawnee College
registration
(continued from page 1)

Need a 
last-minute
Christmas 

gift?
Give a 

gift
subscription

to 
The

Gazette-
Democrat

White Christmas Not 
Likely

With mild temperatures 
likely by this weekend, a 
white Christmas doesn’t 
look likely for the area.

Records show that mea-
surable Christmas Day 
snowfall has occurred on 
three occasions, or 4 per-
cent of all of the years on 
record, with the most recent 
in 1992.

There have been eight 
years, or 12 percent of all 
of those on record, which 
were classified as a white 
Christmas – when there  
was snow depth of 1 inch or 
greater. The last time was in 
2010, with 3 inches of snow 
on the ground.

The most snow on the 
ground on Christmas Day 
was 9 inches, measured in 
2004.

High temperatures on 
Christmas Day in the region 
generally are in the 30s and 
40s.

Report from Anna police chief

‘Unprecedented’ number of armed
robberies reported in Anna, Jonesboro

An unprecedented num-
ber of armed robberies oc-
curred in Anna and Jones-
boro during the last two 
weeks of November and 
the first two weeks of De-
cember.

The situation was high-
lighted in a memorandum 
drafted by Anna Police 
Chief Michael Hunter.

The memorandum was 
addressed to Anna Mayor 
Steve Hartline, the mem-
bers of the Anna City Coun-
cil and Anna’s city adminis-
trator, Steve Guined.

Hunter said he planned 
to discuss the matter dur-
ing a regular meeting of the 
Anna City Council which 
was planned Tuesday eve-
ning, Dec. 20.

Hunter said there have 
been five incidents, includ-
ing four in Anna, including 
two incidents at the Farm 
Fresh store, and one each at 
Hardee’s and Capaha Bank.

An incident involving an 
alleged armed robbery and 
home invasion was reported 
in Jonesboro.

Anna Police Department 
officers, along with officials 
from other law enforce-
ment agencies, “have spent 
hundreds of man hours in-
vestigating these incidents,” 
Hunter stated.

Arrests have been made 
in connection with four 
of the five incidents. An 
investigation continues in 
connection with the most 
recent incident at Farm 
Fresh, which happened on 
Dec. 13.

The first three robberies 

happened in Anna, between 
Nov. 17 and Nov. 28.

“During the investiga-
tion, I received informa-
tion from an anonymous 
source, which was corrobo-
rated later with information 
Assistant Chief/Detective 
(Bryan) Watkins received.

“After following up 
on the information we re-
ceived, Assistant Chief 
Watkins and I, along with 
assistance from (the) Union 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Jonesboro Police 
Department and the Illinois 
State Police, were able to 
execute an arrest on a male 
subject in connection with 
the robberies.”

Hunter reported that the 
robbery/home invasion oc-
curred at a residence in 
Jonesboro on Dec. 11. 

“Anna officers immedi-
ately assisted (the) Jones-
boro Police Department 
with their investigation,” 
the Anna police chief re-
ported.

Police were able to iden-
tify three suspects. Three 

persons have been taken 
into custody in connection 
with the incident. 

The most recent robbery 
occurred on Dec. 13 at Farm 
Fresh in Anna. 

The suspect, identified 
as a white male, entered the 
store, “inferring a weapon 
and demanded money.” The 
suspect left the store on foot 
and fled to the northwest. 
An investigation into the 
incident continues. 

“I want you and the pub-
lic to know our department 
works diligently to keep our 
community safe and we will 
continue to do so,” Hunter 
stated.

Anna police also report-
ed that a burglary occurred 
early last Saturday morn-
ing at Medicap. Controlled 
substances were reported 
to have been taken after a 
window was knocked out 
at the business in east Anna.

Monthly Activity Re-
port

The police chief also 
issued a monthly report 
which highlighted the Anna 

Police Department’s No-
vember activities. Statistics 
from the report follow:

195 calls requiring re-
sponses. 95 walk in re-
quests. 52 traffic stops. 
12 crashes handled. Two 
vehicles impounded. Seven 
motorists assisted. 

12 criminal arrests. 23 
traffic citations. 31 written 
warnings. 12 code viola-
tions cited. 3,130 miles pa-
trolled. 687 hours worked.

26 cases approved. 12 
cases submitted for pros-
ecution. Three cases pend-
ing investigation. 11 cases 
closed.

Assistant Chief/Inves-
tigator’s Report

Assistant Chief/Inves-
tigator (Detective) Bryan 
Watkins reported that dur-
ing November, he inves-
tigated five criminal com-
plaints. 

Of those, five individual 
incident reports were sub-
mitted to the Union County 
state’s attorney’s office for 
prosecution.

Big change
in temperatures
(continued from page 1)

Weather
Light snow, sleet,
mild, bitter cold

Union County expe-
rienced a wide range of 
weather conditions during 
the period from Dec. 13 
through 20.

Light snow, sleet, freez-
ing rain, mild temperatures 
and bitter cold all were part 
of the weather which was 
seen in the area.

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 68 to a low 
of 7.

Preciptation included 
a trace of snow on Dec. 
13, .05 of an inch of rain 
on Dec. 16, and a trace of 
snow, sleet and .16 of an 
inch of rain on Dec. 17.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by weather observer 
Dana Cross in Jonesboro:
                                   H  L
Tuesday, Dec. 13       46  25
Wednesday, Dec. 14  34 19
Thursday, Dec. 15      26  15
Friday, Dec. 16          43  18
Saturday, Dec. 17      68 23
Sunday, Dec. 18        23  9
Monday, Dec. 19       27  7

Anna Fire Department responds
to three calls; no injuries reported

parts. The driver was able 
to unhitch the truck from 
the trailer.

The vehicle belonged to 
Royal Express in Laredo, 
Texas. The damaged unit 
was towed from the scene 
by Wright’s.

The fire may have in-
volved a rear axle bearing 
on the trailer which over-
heated.

The Dongola Fire De-
partment assisted on the call 
to the interested.

Firefighters had to cope 
with falling temperatures, 
snow and ice during both of 
the calls on Saturday.

Firefighters were at the 
scene for about three and 
a half hours. The Cobden 
Fire Department assisted 
on the call. 

The Anna Fire Depart-
ment then was called out at 
about midnight Saturday to 
a blaze involving a vehicle 
on I-57. 

The fire involved a semi 
tractor trailer which was 
traveling north to Chicago 
on the interstate. The ve-
hicle was pulled to the off 
ramp at the Lick Creek exit 
along I-57.

The fire caused a total 
loss to a trailer which was 
being used to haul auto 

The Anna Fire Depart-
ment responded to three 
calls during the period from 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, through 
late Saturday, Dec. 17.

No injuries were report-
ed in the aftermath of the 
fires. The Anna Fire Depart-
ment was assisted by other 
area departments on each of 
the calls.

A fire was reported at 
6:10 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13, 
at a residence at 505 Ralls 
Lake Ln., east of Anna. The 
fire occurred in a double-
wide manufactured home.

Anna Fire Chief Gary 
Rider said that the blaze 
caused extensive damage 
to the structure. 

The fire may have been 
electrical in nature. The 
Dongola Fire Department 
assisted on the call. Fire-
fighters were at the scene 
for about three hours.

A fire was reported at 
6 p.m. Saturday at a two-
story brick structure at 113 
Lafayette St.

The fire caused extensive 
damage to the building. The 
fire may have been electri-
cal in nature and appeared 
to have started in the attic.

52 arrests
reported by
sheriff’s office

The Union County Sher-
iff’s Office recorded a total 
of 52 arrests during No-
vember.

The statistic was shared 
in a monthly activity report 
issued by Union County 
Sheriff Scott Harvel.

The report for November 
showed:

Three felony arrests. 16 
misdemeanor arrests. 30 
traffic arrests. Three war-
rant arrests.

35 cases opened. 11 drug 
investigations. 32 crash 
reports. 1,702 911 calls 
received. 9,198 miles pa-
trolled.

Courthouse
holiday
schedule set

A Christmas holiday 
schedule has been set for 
the Union County Court-
house in Jonesboro.

The courthouse plans to 
observe Christmas Eve on 
Friday, Dec. 23. 

The courthouse will be 
open; however only the 
circuit clerk’s office and the 
probation office are sched-
uled to be open.

Christmas will be ob-
served on Monday. All of-
fices in the courthouse will 
be closed.
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Christmas and new Year's Banking hours:

Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

We hope that you enjoy the holidays with your family. 
In order for our staff to do the same, we will have special banking 
hours for Christmas and New Year’s.   The bank will be closed Saturday, 
December 24th through Monday, December 26th, and Saturday, 
December 31st through Monday, January 2nd.  Friday hours for both 
holidays will remain the same.

39GTF

Special holiday season event
Anna’s emergency services vehicles stopped in front of the Walmart store after they had transported 

children to go shopping on Wednesday, Dec. 7.

Shop with Cop/Firefighter

Holiday tradition continues in county
The Christmas season 

for some 100 children, and 
their families was made 
brighter thanks to a special 
program involving area 
firefighters and law enforce-
ment personnel.

Shop with a Cop/Fire-
fighter Christmas season 
activities were held for 
children from throughout 
the Union County area.

For each of the special 
events, children were iden-
tified by local schools to 
participate.

Anna firefighters and po-
lice were joined by children 
for dinner and shopping on 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings, Dec. 6-7. A total 
of 42 children participated.

On Dec. 6, the children 
gathered at the Anna fire 

station for a dinner which 
was provided by Casey’s. 
On Dec. 7, dinner was 
served at Pizza Hut.

After dinner each eve-
ning, it was off to the 
Walmart supercenter in 
Anna for some Christmas 
shopping. Children could 
shop for themselves and for 
their families.

The children were taken 
to Walmart in emergency 
services vehicles, complete 
with lights flashing and 
sirens sounding in the cold 
winter night.

Along with the firefight-
ers and police officers, the 
event involved Brandon 
Bierstedt and softball play-
ers from Shawnee Com-
munity College.

Financial support for the 

Anna program included a 
grant from Walmart, dona-
tions (including one from 
the City of Anna), donations 
and a pancake breakfast 
fund-raiser. A local lock-
smith also helps to support 
the program.

Cobden’s program was 
held last Thursday evening. 
About 18 children met at 
Cobden Village Hall for 
dinner from Little Caesar’s. 
The children then went 
shopping at Walmart in 
Anna.

Donations and a fund-
raising pancake breakfast 
help to support the Cobden 
program.

Nearly 40 children took 
part in Jonesboro’s pro-
gram, which also involved 
the Ware-Wolf Lake Fire 

Protection District and 
Shawnee School students.

Dinner provided by 
Casey’s  was  p lanned 
Wednesday evening, Dec. 
21, followed by shopping 
at Walmart. 

Organizers also were 
hoping to be able to provide 
food baskets for families. 
Walmart employees also 
worked to provide children 
with stockings.

State police conducting
special night patrols

Illinois State Police Dis-
trict 22 has been conduct-
ing nighttime enforcement 
patrols in Union County 
during December.

Plans for the patrols 
were announced in a news 
release from Lt. Michael 
Alvey, the interim com-
mander of District 22.

Alvey said that the night-
time patrols allow the state 
police “to focus on pre-
venting, detecting and tak-
ing enforcement action in 
response to impaired driv-
ing and occupant restraint 
violations.”

Efforts particularly are 
focused between the hours 
of 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.

“The number of unre-
strained drivers killed in 
traffic crashes is signifi-
cantly higher at nighttime 
and combined with im-
paired driving means even 
more traffic deaths during 

these critical hours,” Alvey 
stated.

He said that officers will 
strictly enforce violations 
which include driving un-
der the influence, safety 
belt and child restraint use, 
speeding, distracted driving 
and all Illinois Vehicle Code 
and Criminal Violations.

“Alcohol and drug im-
pairment is a factor in more 
than 30 percent of all fatal 
motor vehicle crashes in Il-
linois,” Alvey stated. “Over 
half of all fatal crashes in 
Illinois occur at night.”

He said that the night-
time patrols allow “officers 
to work even harder at re-
moving dangerous impaired 
drivers from the road and 
making sure everyone is 
buckled up.”

The project is funded 
through the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Students learn about nutrition
Chartwells provides Jonesboro Grade School Students with nutritious 

breakfasts and lunches. Chartwells’ mission is to build sharp minds and 
strong bodies with a healthful, balanced approach to school dining. Chartwells 
shares their knowledge of the life-enhancing benefits of good nutrition with 
students, families and communities. Jonesboro Grade School students from 
Miss Peggy’s class, Head Start, pre-kindergarten and kindergarten recently 
learned about the benefits of calcium in their diets. Chartwells also provided 
the students with activity sheets, stickers and yogurt and pudding snacks. 
Photo provided.

Distribution 
Day for coats
scheduled

The 2016 WIBH New 
Coats, New Hope Cam-
paign ended in early De-
cember.

The campaign raised 
more than $6,700 to pur-
chase over 350 new, winter 
coats for kids in Southern 
Illinois.  

A Community Coat Dis-
tribution Day is planned 
at  the Two Rivers Child 
Advocacy Center in Anna.

The Distribution Day is 
for families in need of coats 
and is planned on Dec. 28 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

Coats will be available to 
boys and girls sizes 3 to 16 
while supplies last.  

No appointment is nec-
essary. No paperwork is 
required to receive a free 
coat. 

For more information 
about the campaign, contact 
Shawnna Rhine at WIBH 
Radio in Anna at 833-9424 
or the advocacy center at 
833-7470.  

Grant funding will
boost development

Southern Illinois small 
business development and 
entrepreneurship efforts 
will get a substantial boost 
courtesy of a $159,312 
grant awarded to Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale’s Southern Illinois Re-
search Park last week by the 
Delta Regional Authority.

The grant will fund the 
“Growing Southern Illi-
nois: Strengthening the 
Regional Entrepreneurship 
Ecosystem” project, assist-
ing startup and expanding 
small businesses with high 
growth potential by provid-
ing services on three levels, 
according to Kyle Harfst, 
executive director of eco-
nomic development at SIU. 

The funding will enable 
the research park to help 
businesses grow through 
mentoring, management 
and assisting with access 
to capital.

In conjunction with the 
grant, plans call for creation 
of an Entrepreneur in Resi-
dence program, which will 
essentially connect local en-
trepreneurs with seasoned 
business professionals from 
the field who will serve as 
expert advisers, role mod-
els, mentors and coaches. 

A project director will 
facilitate those connec-
tions, matching people with 
similar business interests 
via workshops, meet-and-
greet sessions and other 
activities.

“We will be creating a 
network of experienced 
professionals, including 
many SIU alumni, to help 

with this project. They 
will share their war sto-
ries, expertise and advice 
with newer entrepreneurs,” 
Harfst said.

The program, which will 
include other components, 
will begin in early 2017 
and the total investment 
in growing the region’s 
entrepreneurial ecosystem 
is $199,249. 

That includes SIU’s con-
tribution in the form of 
managerial support from 
the economic development 
team.

The funding comes 
through the Delta Regional 
Authority States’ Economic 
Development Assistance 
Program.

The program is the orga-
nization’s federal funding 
program, which provides 
assistance to a variety of 
public and transportation 
infrastructure, workforce 
development, health-access 
and small business and 
entrepreneurship projects 
in the 252 counties and 
parishes within eight states 
covered by the Delta Re-
gion.

The SIU Research Park 
is SIU’s non-profit corpora-
tion that promotes technol-
ogy and knowledge-based 
enterprise development 
throughout the region. 

For more information 
about the park and the many 
services it provides, includ-
ing the new program, visit 
www.researchpark.siu.edu, 
email harfst@siu.edu or call 
618-453-3427.

Union County State’s 
Attorney Tyler R. Edmonds 
reported Dec. 15 that Tra-
vis A. Williams, 40, of 
Charleston, Mo., has been 
sentenced to three years in 
the Illinois Department of 
Corrections on one count 
of aggravated driving a 
vehicle while under the 
influence, DUI, which is a 
Class 2 felony.  

Williams will also serve 
a two-year period of man-
datory supervised release, 
formerly known as parole.  

Williams was arrested 

for DUI by Illinois State 
Police on Dec. 16, 2015, 
following a traffic stop on 
interstate I-57 southbound, 
at milepost 38 in Union 
County.

The DUI charge was 
elevated based on Wil-
liams having committed a 
violation of a subsection of 
Section 11-501 or a similar 
provision for the fourth 
time.  

The case was prosecuted 
by assistant state’s attorney 
Daniel Klingemann.

Missouri man sentenced

Jobless rate
5.6 percent

The Illinois Department 
of Employment Securi-
ty, IDES, reports that the 
state’s  unemployment rate 
in November remained at 
5.6 percent.

Nonfarm payrolls in-
creased by 1,700 jobs, 
based on preliminary data 
released by the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics and 
IDES. 

October job growth was 
revised up to show an in-
crease of 3,400 jobs, rather 
than the preliminary figure 
of 2,200 jobs. 

Despite the upward revi-
sion, job growth remains 
below the national average, 
with Illinois 29,600 jobs 
short of its peak employ-
ment level reached in Sep-
tember 2000.
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P Plott
ConstruCtion

Sidewalks ~ Patios
Decorative  Concrete

Flatwork ~ Basements
Septic ~ Excavating
Hauling ~ Trenching
Safe Rooms ~ Walls

Storm Cellars
(618) 697-2231 (cell)
(618) 833-4195 (fax)
csplott@hotmail.com

23-22GPC/2017

Chris Plott

The following
Union County Banks
will be observing the

following hours during the
Christmas Holiday:

Anna State Bank - Anna
Saturday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - Closed

Monday, Dec. 26 - Closed

Anna-Jonesboro National Bank - 4 Locations
Saturday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - Closed

Monday, Dec. 26 - Closed

Capaha Bank
 Anna Cairo Tamms

Saturday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - Closed
Monday, Dec. 26 - Closed

Farmers State Bank - Alto Pass
Saturday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve

Close at 1 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 26 - Closed

First State Bank of Dongola
Dongola    Ullin

Saturday, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve - Closed
Monday, Dec. 26 - Closed

1G
1G

Beer/Liquor SpeciaLS
Bud Light, Budweiser, Bud Select, Bud Select 55 

12 Pk. Cans/Bottles  $10.69
Busch/Busch Light  ............................12 Pk. Cans  $8.69
Miller Light  ...................................... 24 Pk. Cans  $16.99
New Amsterdam Gin .............................. 750ML  $10.99
New Amsterdam Vodka ......................... 750ML  $10.99 

Reg., Peach, Red Berry, Coconut

Admiral Nelson Spiced Rum ..................750ML  $10.99
Cherry, Coconut, Silver

Captain Morgan  ......................................200ML  $6.09
Benchmark  .............................................375ML  $5.99
Canadian LTD  ..........................................1.75L  $16.99

Holiday Gift Baskets & Gift Certificates
Available Now!

Made to Order Baskets Available Upon Request!

FaceBook With uS!
153 East Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 614-7251

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 A.M. to 11:00 P.M.
Fri. 8:30 A.M. to 1:00 A.M. • Sat. 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 A.M.

Sunday Noon to 10:00 P.M.

Live gaming avaiLaBLe inSide!

New Owners

Sports

Anna-Jonesboro Elks 
Lodge No. 1641 has an-
nounced the winners of 
a local Elks Hoop Shoot 
competition.

Three boys and three 
girls, ages 8-9, 10-11 and 
12-13 won the first round 
of competition in the Elks 
Hoop Shoot free throw con-
test, which was held at An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

Each local school  held 
a preliminary contest to 
determine the winners to 
represent their school. 

Each contestant has 25 
shots at the hoop. The boy 
and girl in each age group 
with the best scores advance 
through four tiers of com-
petition to qualify for the 
national finals, which are 
planned in Chicago on April 
22, 2017. 

First, second and third 
place trophies were awarded 
to three boys and three girls 
in each of the three catego-
ries: ages 8-9, 10-11 and 
12-13. 

The six first place cham-
pions now advance to the 
district finals, which are 
planned at A-JCHS on Jan. 
14, 2017 at 11 a.m. 

They wi l l  compete 
against other winners from 
the Elks South District 
Lodges, which include Mur-
physboro, Cairo, Marion, 
Du Quoin, Harrisburg, Her-
rin, Benton, Carbondale, 

A-J Elks Lodge announces
Hoop Shoot contest winners

Contest winners
Winners of the local Elks Hoop Shoot competition included Landon Brown, 

Henry Hoehner, Kansas Craig, Jayci Needling, Jada Qualls, Noah Cavins, Zach 
Henry, Dawson Trammel, Danielle Dunaway, Mackenna Prout, Peyton Samuels, 
Ethan Carver, Caleb Nicholson, Noah Treece, Marlee Smith, Brooklyn Hogue 
and Brodie Denny. Photo provided.

West Frankfort, Metropolis 
and Johnson County.

Winners are listed by age 
groups: 

Boys age 8-9: First place 
winner was Landon Brown 
from Jonesboro with a score 
of 16/25. Second place win-
ner was Henry Hoehner 
from Lick Creek with a 
score of 14/25. There was 
not a third place winner in 
this age group. 

Girls age 8-9: First place 
winner was Kansas Craig 
of Anna with a score of 
11/25. Second place winner 
was Jayci Needling from 
Jonesboro with a score of 
9/25 with a tie breaker 3/5. 
Third place winner was 
Jaeda Qualls from Shawnee 
with a score of 9/25 with a 
tie breaker score of 2/5. 

Boys age group 10-11: 
First place winner was Noah 
Cavins from Lick Creek 
with a score of 16/25. Sec-
ond place winner was Zach 
Henry from Anna with a 
score of 15/25. Third place 
winner was Dawson Tram-
mel from Jonesboro with a 
score of 13/25. 

Girls age group 10-11: 
First place winner was Dani-
elle Dunaway from Lick 

Creek with a score of 11/25. 
Second place winner was 
Mackenna Prout of Dongola 
with a score of 7/25. Third 
place was Peyton Samuels 
from Shawnee with a score 
of 3/25. 

Boys age 12-13: First 
place winner was Ethan 
Carver from Jonesboro with 
a score of 20/25. Second 
place winner was Caleb 
Nicholson from Shawnee 
with a score of 15/25. Third 
place winner was Noah 
Treece from Anna with a 
score of 12/25. 

Girls age group 12-13: 
First place winner was 
Marlee Smith from Jones-
boro with a score of 18/25. 
Second place winner was 
Brooklyn Hogue from Don-
gola with a score of 14/25. 
Third place winner was Bro-
die Denny from Lick Creek 
with a score of 13/25. 

The local Elks Hoop 
Shoot director is Carter Lacy 
from Jonesboro.

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
wrestling team competed in 
the Benton Duals Saturday, 
Dec. 10.

The Wildcats finished 
3-1 overall with wins over 
Fairfield 61-18, East Alton 
Wood River 57-18 and 
Paducah Tilghman 72-6. 
The lone loss for A-J was 
a 44-35 decision to Tolono 
Unity.

In the Tolono Unity 
loss, A-J had to forfeit two 
weight classes and didn’t 
have its starting 120 and 
170 pound weight class 
wrestlers competing.

In the Paducah match, 
A i d e n  F r i c k  i n  t h e 
120-pound weight class, 
was lost for the season with 
a posterior dislocation of 
the elbow.

“Aiden is a big loss for 
us,” A-J wrestling coach 
Eric Massey said.

The Wildcat wrestling 
team received an honor-
able mention state ranking 
in the Go Earn It Wrestling 
Apparel Class 1A team 
rankings posted on Illinois 
Matmen.

A-J wrestling team goes 3-1 at 
Benton; earns state recognition

“We are state ranked for 
the first time since 2011, 
when (A-J assistant) coach 
Chase Hargrave’s  team, un-
der head coach Rick Bittle, 
went 22-2,” Massey said. 

In individual state rank-
ings, A-J’s Nick Jimenez,  

in the 285 pound class, 
moved up to No. 9, and 
teammate Arieh Hart, at 152 
pounds, remained at No. 8.

The Wildcats are sched-
uled to compete again in the 
Carterville Holiday Duals 
on Saturday, Dec. 24.

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ basketball team did 
something its hasn’t ac-
complished in a while on 
Tuesday, Dec. 13.

“It’s been at least six 
years since we’ve beaten 
Pinckneyville,” A-J coach 
Matt Denny said. “They’re 
a solid team.”

Host A-J held on for a 
36-33 win over the Lady 
Panthers. 

The Lady Wildcats built 
a 14-11 first quarter lead 
and were ahead 23-17 at the 
half. A-J led 33-27 headed 
into the final quarter and 
was outscored 6-3 in the 
come-from-behind bid.

Elle Basler sealed the 
win with 1.3 seconds re-
maining when she made 
back-to-back free throws.
Basler had 14 points and 6 
rebounds to lead A-J.

Angel Helm added 6 
points and 6 rebounds. Jas-
min Foster had 5 points and 
2 rebounds.

Connar Hadley had 4 

A-J girls score big
win over Pinckneyville

points and 6 rebounds. Lexa 
Sharp had 4 points and a 
rebound. Hunter Denny had 
3 points and a rebound.

Du Quoin 35, A-J 33: 
The visiting Lady Wildcats  
led until the final quarter in 
the conference loss Thurs-
day, Dec. 15.

A-J led 10-2 after one 
quarter and 21-12 at the 
half. The Lady Wildcats 
were ahead 29-22 headed 
into the final period. The 
Lady Indians came on to 
outscore A-J 13-4 in the fi-
nal frame to eke out the win.

“We had a shot at the 
buzzer and missed it,” Den-
ny said.

Only three A-J players 
were able to get in the scor-
ing column.

Helm led the way with 
17 points and 9 rebounds. 
Basler added 10 points and 
5 rebounds and Foster 6 
points and 3 rebounds.

A-J, 6-4 overall, plays 
Thursday, today, at home 
against Carterville in a re-
scheduled game.

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team lost 
twice in recent action.

Massac County 51, A-J 
41: The visiting Wildcats 
fell behind early in the 
Southern Illinois River-to-
River Conference Missis-
sippi Division loss Satur-
day,  Dec. 17.

A-J trailed 10-9 after 
one quarter and 20-15 at 
the half. The Patriots were 
ahead 37-23 going into the 
final period.

Sheldon McGrath had 
15 points and 4 rebounds 
to lead the Wildcats.

Jacob Zimmerman had 5 
points and 2 rebounds. Ross 
Pinnon had 3 points and a 
rebound.

Izzy Markovic had 2 
points and 11 rebounds. 
Logan Sawyer had 2 points 
and 3 rebounds.

A-J was 8 of 17 in shot 
attempts from the floor, 6 
of 21 from 3-point range 
and 7 of 14 from the free 
throw line.

The Patriots were 13 of 
30 in shot attempts from the 

Wildcats outscored by
Massac, Carterville

floor, 4 of 17 from 3-point 
range and 11 of 24 from the 
charity stripe.

Carterville 45, A-J 40: 
The visiting Wildcats let 
a  first half lead slip away 
in the loss Friday, Dec. 16.

A-J led 10-8 after one 
quarter and 17-14 at the 
half. The Lions came back 
to take a 33-30 lead into the 
final quarter and outscored 
the Wildcats 12-10 in the 
last frame.

Parr had 18 points and 8 
rebounds to lead A-J. Mc-
Grath added 9 points and 6 
rebounds.

Sawyer had 4 points 
and 3 rebounds. Zimmer-
man had 3 points and 2 
rebounds. 

Carson Reynolds and 
Jade Gillis had 3 points and 
a rebound apiece.

A-J, 4-5, is scheduled to 
play Friday at home against 
Pinckneyville.

Cobden set
to appear at
Sesser-Valier

T h e  C o b d e n  H i g h 
School boys’ basketball 
team is scheduled to com-
pete in the Sesser-Valier 
Holiday Tournament Dec. 
26-29.

Woodlawn is the tourna-
ment’s top-seeded team.

Other teams competing 
are Waltonville, Goreville, 
Odin, Marissa-Coulterville, 
Zeigler-Royalton, Ches-
ter, Century, Christopher, 
New Athens, Steeleville, 
Thompsonville, Galatia 
and the host Red Devils.

Cobden opens tourney 
play at 9 a.m. Monday, Dec. 
26, against Waltonville.

A win will advance the 
Appleknockers to a 10:30 
a.m. game on Tuesday, 
Dec. 27, against the winner 
of Goreville-Odin. 

A loss will put Cobden 
against the loser of that 
game on 9 a.m. Tuesday.

Century scores
win over Shawnee

Century built a big lead 
on its way to a 69-29 win 
over host Shawnee in South 
Egyptian Conference high 
school boys’ basketball ac-
tion Tuesday, Dec. 13.

Kannen Wills scored 15 
points to lead the Redskins. 
Dawson Johnson added 
8 points, Zack Phelps 3, 
Nick Baltzell 2 and Ryan 
Schaefer 1.

Shawnee plays Friday at 
Christian Agape in Marion.

Meridian
tops Cobden

Visiting Meridian pulled 
ahead in the first quarter on 
its way to a 49-34 win over 
host Cobden in South Egyp-
tian Conference high school 
boys’ basketball Tuesday, 
Dec. 13.

John Russell had 11 
points and 7 rebounds to 
lead the Appleknockers. 

Clayton Eck had 7 points 
and 7 rebounds. Austin 
Lewey had 7 points and 4 
rebounds.

Dylan Lewey had 4 
points and 2 rebounds. 
Hayden Young had 3 points 
and 3 rebounds.
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Phillips' Auto Wash
Gift Card Stocking Stuffer

Available thru December 24
Receive a token for one dryer use
for every $10 spent on a gift card.

(Buy a $40.00 card and receive 4 tokens)
Please see attendant
to Purchase a card.

49-1G

Salem & mount moriah

lutheran ChurCh
Holiday WorsHip scHedule

Corner of Main & Jefferson Streets • Anna

Please join us. All are welcome!

December 24 at 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve at Salem

December 24 at 9 p.m. Christmas Eve
at Mount Moriah (with Holy Communion)

December 25 at 9 a.m. 
One worship service at Salem

1&2G

New Year's Eve 
Party with Arron 

Loveless 8-?
Best Bloody Mary in Town!

By Fred Huff
We’re getting closer now 

every day...yes, Christmas, 
by far more important, this 
weekend and the start of 
Missouri Valley Conference 
play next week.  

The Salukis are at Brad-
ley for the opener Thursday, 
Dec. 29, prior to their home 
opener the following Sun-
day, Jan. 1, against Drake.

Fortunately for Coach 
Barry Hinson’s on-and-off 
group, the opening pair may 
be ideal for the Salukis. It 
could be, although Bradley 
is somewhat of an unknown 
quality, a perfect way for 
SIU to start off what we 
consider to be the “serious 
part” of the 2016-17 basket-
ball season.

Only way for the sched-
ule to be more perfect for 
the Salukis would be if the 
meeting with Drake was on 
the road and the Bradley 
game in the friendly con-
fines of the SIU Arena.

And, speaking of sched-
uling, you might want to 
make a note now on Feb. 11, 
a 3 p.m. home game against 
Evansville. Not totally for 
the game action, but what’s 
scheduled as secondary en-
tertainment.

SIU will be honoring 
the 1967 Salukis – coaches, 
players and others – that 
weekend while recognizing 
the 50th anniversary of the 
NIT championship team.

If you’ve been involved 
in sports much of your life, 
one can’t avoid having some 
ups and downs along the 
way.  

The Salukis winning the 
NIT title that year happens 
to be No. 1 in our book 
and we’re thankful to SIU 
officials for including us 
along with the 14 or 15 oth-
ers invited back to renew 

Saluki Sports Update 
friendships and memories.

Head coach Jack Hart-
man unfortunately is de-
ceased, but his assistants, 
George Iubelt, Jim Smelser 
and Joe Ramsey, hopefully 
will all be returning.  Along 
with the players: Walt Fra-
zier, Dick Garrett, Ralph 
Johnson, Roger Bechtold, 
Ed Zastrow, Craig Taylor, 
Willie Griffin, Rich Buech-
ner, Creston Whitaker and 
Bobby Jackson; student 
manager Tim Lindgren; 
student trainer Kent Big-
gerstaff, and me, who re-
members two weeks in New 
York City as one of life’s 
“working” highlights.

The key happenings ob-
viously were SIU’s wallop-
ing of “home-town favorite” 
St. Peter’s, the hard-fought 
wins over Duke and Rutgers 
and the victory over Mar-
quette in the championship 
games.  

Actually the last three 
games in the old Madi-
son Square Garden were 
battles. The Salukis had to 
come from behind in the sec-
ond half of all three.  That’s 
where Iubelt was a master 
in his halftime talks to the 
team. He was the defensive 
coach and the Salukis shut 
every opponent down in the 
second half while managing 
to score enough to win, 72-
63, 79-70 and 71-56.

Space doesn’t allow us to 
go into detail, but there were 
so many “little things” that 
actually, years later, were 
true majors that we’ll never 
forget.  

An example: The team 
was lodged across the street 
from the Garden, at Lowe’s 
Midtown Inn. We were there 
for two weeks and so, too, 
was a guy by the name of 
Cassius Clay. It’s best not 
to get me started.

The Shawnee High 
School girls’ basketball 
team has had a rough patch 
in recent action.

Cobden 34, Shawnee 
29: The visiting Lady Reds 
couldn’t hold a first half 
lead in the loss Friday, Dec. 
16.

Abbey Livesay had 19 
points to lead Shawnee. 
Kylie Holloway added 4 
points and Autumn McMa-
han, Kirsten Pitts and Madi 
Ellet 2 apiece.

Elverado 40, Shawnee 
36: The host Lady Reds let 
another first half lead slip 
away in the loss Thursday, 
Dec. 15.

Ellet scored 13 points 
to lead Shawnee. Livesay 
added 10 points, McMahan 
8, Pitts 3 and Holloway 2.

Egyptian 51, Shawnee 
36: Madi Ellet had 12 points 
to lead the visiting Lady 
Reds in the South Egyptian 

Shawnee girls have rough
patch in recent action

Conference loss Monday, 
Dec. 12. Abbey Livesay 
and Autumn McMahan had 
8 points apiece for the Lady 
Reds. Katie Charles had 4  
points, followed by Kylie 
Holloway and Kirsten Pitts 
with 2 each.

Meridian 61, Shawnee 
28: The host Lady Bobcats 
built a 15-0 first quarter 
lead on their way to the win 
Thursday, Dec. 8.

Livesay had 8 points to 
lead Shawnee. Pitts added 6 
points, McMahan and Ellet 
5 apiece, Holloway 3 and 
Charles 1.

Elverado 37, Shawnee 
26: McMahan and Ellet 
scored 11 points apiece to 
lead the visiting Lady Reds 
in the loss Monday, Dec. 5. 
Charles added 4 points for 
Shawnee.

Shawnee, 0-10, is sched-
uled to play again Jan. 5 at 
Agape Christian of Marion.

The Cobden High School 
girls’ basketball team posted 
a 2-2 record in recent action.

Century 50, Cobden 37: 
Host Cobden let an early 
lead slip away in the South 
Egpytian Conference loss 
Monday, Dec. 12.

Meredith Flamm scored 
18 points to lead Codden. 
Maddie Shoemate added 13 
points and Alaina Hartline 6.

Cobden 50, Joppa 42: 
Alaina Hartline scored 22 
points to lead host Cobden to 
the conference win Friday, 
Dec. 9.

Flamm added 20 points 
for the Appleknockers. Jen-
na Hartline had 6 points and 
Mackynzie Peterman 2.

Cobden girls score victories
over Joppa, Zeigler-Royalton

Egyptian 38, Cobden 
37: Flamm scored 21 points 
to lead the visiting Ap-
pleknockers in the confer-
ence loss Thursday, Dec. 8.

Alaina Hartline added 11 
points for Cobden and Jenna 
Hartline 5.

Cobden 47, Zeigler-
Royalton 29: Alaina Har-
tline led the way with 16 
points in the non-confer-
ence win for host Cobden 
Wednesday, Dec. 7.

Jenna Hartline added 15 
points, Flamm 11, Shoemate 
3 and Peterman 2. Cobden, 
4-6, is scheduled to play 
Thursday, today, at Agape 
Christian in Marion and 
Friday at Shawnee.

The Anna Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team is 
seeded number 8 at the 
Eldorado Holiday Tourna-
ment, which is scheduled 
Dec. 26-28.

Herrin is the top-seeded 
team, followed by Fair-
field, Eldorado, Harrisburg, 
Carmi, Edwards County, 
Massac County and the 
Wildcats.

Other teams entered are 
Union County, Ky., Car-
rier Mills, Hamilton Coun-
ty, Gallatin County, Norris 
City-Omaha-Enfield, Har-
din County and Vienna.

A-J opens tournament 
play at 8:30 a.m. Monday, 
Dec. 26, against Union 
County, Ky.

A-J seeded number 8
at Eldorado Tournament

A win will put the Wild-
cats in a winners’ bracket 
game at 1:45 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 27, against the win-
ner between Herrin-Carrier 
Mills. A loss and A-J will 
play at 4:45 p.m. Tuesday 
against the loser of that 
game.

Lady ‘Cats
score OT win
over Sparta

The host Anna-Jones-
boro Community High 
School girls’ basketball 
team outscored Sparta 12-8 
in overtime on the way to a 
62-58 win in Southern Illi-
nois River-to-River Confer-
ence Mississippi Division 
action Monday, Dec. 19.

The Lady Wildcats 
struggled at the free throw 
line, hitting a dismal 15 of 
34 for the game and 13 of 
28 in the fourth quarter and 
overtime.

“We didn’t shoot well 
from the free throw line,” 
A-J coach Matt Denny said. 
“But it was a good win, we 
just have to learn to take 
care of the ball at the end.”

Angel Helm led the way 
with 19 points and 7 re-
bounds.

Elle Basler had 19 points 
and 5 rebounds. Lexi Smith 
had 7 points and 4 rebounds.

Lexa Sharp had 7 points, 
including a pair of 3-point-
ers, and 2 rebounds. Jasmin 
Foster had 6 points and 4 re-
bounds. Connar Hadley had 
4 points and 2 rebounds. 

A-J, 7-4 and 3-2 in the 
conference, plays again 
Thursday, today, at home 
against Carterville.

Goreville 77,
Cobden 67

Cobden let a first quarter 
lead slip away in a 77-67 
loss to visiting Goreville in 
South Egyptian Conference 
high school boys’ basket-
ball Monday, Dec. 19.

The Appleknockers led 
21-15 after one quarter. The 
Blackcats pulled ahead 42-
37 at the half and led 59-54 
going into the final period.

John Russell scored 
23 points, including four 
3-pointers, to lead Cobden. 
Austin Lewey added 16 
points, Clayton Eck 10, 
Dylan Duty 6, Joe Brum-
leve and Dylan Lewey 4 
each and Hayden Young 2.

Cobden, 4-7 overall, 
plays in the Sesser-Valier 
Holiday Tournament next 
week. 

Goreville 53,
Cobden 47

Host Cobden couldn’t 
hold a first half lead in a 
53-47 loss to Goreville in 
South Egyptian Conference 
high school girls’ basketball 
Monday, Dec. 19.

The  Appleknockers led 
27-20 at the half. The Lady 
Blackcats made a 17-5 scor-
ing run in the third quarter 
to build a 37-32 lead headed 
into the final frame.

Alaina Hartline scored 
24 points to lead the Ap-
pleknockers. Meredith 
Flamm added 20 points, 
Jenna Hartline 2 and Grace 
Rhodes 1.

Cobden, which fell to 
5-7 overall, is scheduled to 
play again at Johnston City 
on Tuesday, Jan. 3.

Dongola
Tournament
scheduled

The Dongola  High 
School boys’ basketball hol-
iday tournament is sched-
uled Dec. 29-30.

The schedule for Thurs-
day, Dec. 29, includes: 1 
p.m. Dongola vs. Elverado; 
2:30 p.m. Pope County vs. 
Joppa; 5 p.m. Elverado vs. 
Pope County; and 6:30 p.m. 
Joppa vs. Dongola.

The schedule for Friday, 
Dec. 30, includes: 5 p.m. 
Pope County vs. Dongola; 
and 6:30 p.m. Elverado vs. 
Joppa.

Host Dongola is the de-
fending tournament cham-
pion.

Anna Junior High School
students help to provide
food to families in need

The Anna Junior High 
School Student Council 
participated in a special 
project during the Christ-
mas season to provide food 
for families of students 
who need  better nutrition.   

The task was a part of 
the Weekend Backpack 
program supported by the 
student council.

The student council 
group shopped with funds 
provided by the Hands 
of Faith Women of Mt. 
Moriah Lutheran Church 
in Anna.  

Student council members
Anna Junior High School Student Council mem-

bers who participated in the project are, in the first 
row, from left, Kamden Richardson, Blake Mays and 
Bryce Henry. In the second row are Noah Treece, 
Olivia Capel, Karyann Carter, Hallee Menees, Alli 
Bigler, John David Bigler and Scott Glasco. In the 
third row are Keri Rendleman, Jake Merriman, Ca-
leb Mays and Tyler Cunningham. Photo provided.

Preparing bags of food
Students organized and prepared bags of food 

to go to needy families. Photo provided. 

The Hands Of Faith 
group conducted a project 
in cooperation with Thri-
vent Financial Agency to 
raise funds for the benevo-
lent community project.

The students organized 
and prepared bags of food 
to go to needy families at 
Christmas time.  The proj-
ect also provided a ham to 
accompany each gift.

The students voiced 
their appreciation to be 
able to “live generously” 
(noted on their t-shirts) to 
share with families in need.  

Union County artist honored
at SIU Art Over Easy event

By Amber Skelton
A local artist and former 

educator was awarded a gold 
prize win in the alumni cat-
egory at the Art Over Easy 
12 fundraiser for Southern 
Illinois University’s College 
of Art and Design on Dec. 2. 
Paulette Aronson of Cobden 
had submitted a piece called 
“Where Wind Moves.”

Art Over Easy was a 
ticketed event that included 
live and silent auctions of 
art that has been donated by 
students, faculty, alumni and 
community-based artists. A 
juror selected bronze, silver 
and gold award winners in 
each category.

Aronson has been partici-
pating in the competition for 
all of its 12 years. Previously 
she worked as a teacher with 

Local artist
Local artist Paulette Aronson was honored at a 

recent Southern Illinois University College of Art 
and Design event. Photo provided.

Anna Junior High School, 
where she encouraged her 
students to enter their art 
work in competitions.  Over 
her 34 years of teaching, she 
also brought her students to 
events and shows that the 
school of art and design 
would organize. “I tried to 
pass on some of what I love 
to my students.”

Aronson has been creat-
ing art ever since she was a 
child, for over 60 years. “I 
still remember sitting under 
a table with string and boxes 
making things. I don’t know 
a time when I have not made 
art.”

Aronson said that she 
is currently working with 
luminosity. Her award-win-
ning piece changes based on 
how the light hits the piece.



For Sale
AKC ENGLISH 

BULLDOG PUPPIES: 
Parents on site, daddy is a 
blue fawn, one year health 
guaranteed. Call (270)-335-
3943 or (270)-994-3915.
------------------------------
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 1985 Chevrolet 
1/2-ton pickup. 350 V-8, 
automatic, tilt, cruise, power 
windows & door locks. 
2-wheel drive, fair tires. 
$1,500 OBO. Some rust. Call 
(618)-231-0329 after 5 p.m.
------------------------------

For Sale 
real 

eState
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

CITIZENS 
COMMUNITY BANK,

Plaintiff,
vs.

ADAM SCHROEDER, 
et al.,

Defendants.
Case No. 2016-CH-10

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered by the court in 
the above entitled cause and 
pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c), the property here-
inafter described will be 
sold to the highest bidder.

1. For information re-
garding the real estate, 
contact the undersigned at-
torney.

2. The common address 
and other common de-
scription, if any, of the real 
estate is:  940 Brown Sec-
tion Road, Cobden, Illinois 
62920.

3. The property is im-
proved with a mobile home 
which is not included in the 
sale.

4. The real estate will not 
be open to inspection prior 
to sale.

5. The time and place 
of the sale will be January 
11, 2017, at 9:00 a.m., at 
the front door of the Union 
County Courthouse, Jones-
boro, Illinois.

6. The real estate will be 
sold to the highest bidder 
with cash in hand.

7. Title will be conveyed 
subject to all delinquent real 
estate taxes, if any, and all 
general real estate taxes 
which are a lien upon the 
real estate, but have not yet 
become due and payable, 
and special assessments, if 
any, easements and restric-
tions of record.

Respectfully submitted,
Hanna & Volmert, LLC

By
Deborah J. Volmert, 

#06216538
530 Fullerton Road, 

Suite A
P.O. Box 464

Belleville, Illinois 
62222-0464

(618) 277-7670
Attorneys for Citizens 

Community Bank
52-2g

------------------------------

For rent
NOTICE: All real es-

tate advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such 

preference, limitation, or 
discrimination." 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this news-
paper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777. The toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: 1 bedroom, 1 
bath, quiet country setting 
in Anna. Includes water, 
trash, oven, dishwasher, also, 
washer/dryer hook-up. Call 
(310)-489-9724.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Homes, A-
Frames and Mobile Homes 
For Rent in East Cape. Call 
(618)-661-1118.
------------------------------

Help 
Wanted

GENERAL LABORERS: 
Training Available. 

Full-time with Competitive 
Hourly Rate and Benefits. 
Pre-employment physical 
and drug screen required. 

Transportation to work site 
required. 

Apply in person at 
333 N. Main Street, 

Cape Girardeau,
 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
 Monday-Friday, 

online at: 
www.olehickorypits.com

------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Indepen-
dent Living Services is hiring 
DSP's for evening, weekend 
and midnight shifts--full and 
part-time available. Prefer 
DSP certified, but will train. 
Apply in person at ILS, 170 
Lick Creek Road, Anna, IL.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Direct 
Support Person to assist in 
providing training to indi-
viduals with developmental 
disabilities in a vocational, 
day training & residential pro-
gram. High school diploma 
or GED required. Benefits 
for full-time staff of dental, 
vision, life insurance and 
medical insurance are avail-
able. We have a dollar an 
hour differential increase for 
working the midnight shifts. 
Training and certification pro-
vided. Experience preferred. 
Apply at RAVE, Inc., 214 W. 
Davie, Anna, IL 62906. EOE.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Mulberry 
Manor ICF/DD is accepting 
applications for DSP's to 
work full-time on the day and 
evening shifts. Competitive 
salary, vacation days and 
other benefits available to 
full-time employees. Must 
have a high school diploma 
or equivalent. Apply in person 
at 612 East Davie in Anna, 
IL. EOE.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Anna-
Jonesboro CHSD #81 is ac-
cepting applications for the 
following vacancy:
• Principal’s Secretary
Interested applicants should 
pick up an application or print 
one from our website at www.
aj81.net and return to Anna-
Jonesboro CHSD #81, Attn: 
Brett Detering, Principal, 608 
S. Main St., Anna, IL 62906. 
Please contact the Principal’s 
Office at (618)-833-8502 for 
more information. The dead-
line for applying is January 
5, 2017. 
------------------------------
HELP   WANTED: Immedi-
ate openings for full & part-
time RNs/LPNs and CNAs. 
Apply in person at Cobden 
Rehab & Nursing, 430 S. 
Front Street, Cobden.
------------------------------
INSURANCE POSITION 
OPENING: Customer Ser-
vice Representative. Insur-
ance producer license pre-
ferred, not required. Full-time 
position. Please send resume 
to Taylor, Dodd & Wood In-
surance, 521 E. Vienna Street, 
Anna, IL 62906.
------------------------------

Wanted
ALL MAINTENANCE & 

REMODELING:
(Winter's Here)

Roofing, Carpentry, 
Ceramic Tile, Flooring,

Painting, Siding,
Pressure Washing, 

Tree Trimming & Removal,
House & Window Cleaning, 

and Gutter Cleaning.
FREE ESTIMATES

(618)-364-2870
"WE DO IT ALL"

------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: Alu-
minum cans and other junk. 
Will pick up junk appliances. 
ALSO, APPLIANCES FOR 
SALE. Call (618)-833-3544.
------------------------------

BuSineSS
ANDERSON & SONS 

CONSTRUCTION:
HOME REPAIR 
& REMODEL:

Decks, Metal Roofs, 
Insulation, Painting,
Room Additions. Get 

ready for Winter, we can 
winterize your home.

Insured. 
Call (618)-202-9992.

See us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/anderson-

andsonsconstruction
------------------------------

BOBCAT WORK -
Trenching, 

Small Backhoe Work.
Brush, Trash, 

Tree Clean-Up, etc.
Insured, 

Reasonable Rates.
Call (618)-614-3090.

------------------------------
COMPLETE GUTTER 

SERVICE:
5" & 6" SEAMLESS 

GUTTERS
Gutter Guards

20 colors
Clean & Repair

old gutters
"Best Bet - 
Hire a Vet"

(618)-614-3090.
------------------------------

Duck Works Lawn 
Care LLC

(618)-201-5712
Full Service Lawn Care:

Mowing, Landscaping
Cleaning Gutters, 

Fall Clean Up, 
Leaf removal,

Flower Bed Maintenance, 
Mulch,

Lawn Weed Control,
Bush Trimming,
Retaining Wall 
Construction,

Power Washing.
FREE ESTIMATE!

duckworkslawncare@
gmail.com

www.duckworkslawncare-
il.com

(618)-201-5712
Serving Southern IL for 

over 15 years!
------------------------------

MILLER'S 
CONSTRUCTION:
Remodels, Repairs, 
Doors, Windows & 

Siding, Decks, 
Interior & Exterior 

Painting.
Fully Insured.
Jason Miller,

(618)-697-6373
------------------------------

PAINTING:
Interior, Exterior.

HOUSE WASHING,
HOME MAINTENANCE 

& REPAIR.
Insured.

Call (618)-614-3090.
------------------------------

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel, Dirt & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
------------------------------

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

STATE BANK OF 
LINCOLN, an Illinois 

banking corporation, as 
assignee of First National 

Bank of Jonesboro,
Plaintiff,

v.
LLOYD W. EDWARDS, 
JILL E. EDWARDS, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS and 

NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.
No.: 2016-CH-25

NOTICE OF 
FORECLOSURE

Notice is given to defen-
dants, JILL E. EDWARDS, 

UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIM-
ANTS, of the following 
described real estate, that 
the above entitled mortgage 
foreclosure action is now 
pending, and the day on or 
after which a default may be 
entered against said defen-
dants is January 11, 2017.

The Plaintiff has certified 
that the above entitled mort-
gage foreclosure action was 
filed on October 4, 2016, 
and is now pending.

(i) The names of all plain-
tiffs and the case number are 
identified above.

(ii) The court in which 
said action was brought is 
identified above.

(iii) The name of the title 
holder of record is:

Lloyd W. Edwards and 
Jill E. Edwards

(iv) A legal description of 
the real estate sufficient to 
identify it with reasonable 
certainty is as follows:

Lot Number Nine (9) in 
Lewis’ Fourth (4th) Addi-
tion to the City of Anna, Il-
linois. 

Situated in Union Coun-
ty, Illinois.

Tax Identification Num-
ber:  06-1-091-02 (14-00-
09-478) 

(v) Common address or 
location of mortgaged prem-
ises:

114 West Lewis Avenue, 
Anna, Illinois 62906

(vi) An identification of 
the mortgage sought to be 
foreclosed is as follows:

(A) Nature of instrument:  
Mortgage.

(B) Date of mortgage:  
November 9, 1996.

(C) Name of mortgagors:  
Lloyd W. Edwards and Jill 
E. Edwards.

(D) Name of mortgag-
ee:  First National Bank of 
Jonesboro.

(E) Date and place of 
recording:  November 12, 
1996 in the Recorder’s Of-
fice of Union County, Union 
County, Illinois.

(F) Identification of re-
cording:  Document No. 
6443, Book 137, page 552.

Lorraine Moreland
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Timothy J.Rigby
Kristina B. Mucinskas

Hart, Southworth & Wits-
man

Suite 501, One North Old 
State Capitol Plaza

Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone:  (217) 753-0055

trigby@hswnet.com 
kmucinskas@hswnet.com
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IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

CITIZENS 
COMMUNITY BANK,

Plaintiff,
vs.

ADAM SCHROEDER, 
et al.,

Defendants.
Case No. 2016-CH-10

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered by the court 
in the above entitled cause 
and pursuant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1507(c), the property 
hereinafter described will be 
sold to the highest bidder.

1. For information re-
garding the real estate, con-
tact the undersigned attor-
ney.

2. The common address 
and other common descrip-
tion, if any, of the real es-
tate is:  940 Brown Sec-
tion Road, Cobden, Illinois 
62920.

3. The legal description 
of the real estate is:

Parcel 1, Tract 1:
A parcel of land being a 

part of the Northeast Quar-
ter of the Northwest Quar-
ter of Section 27, Township 
11 South, Range 2 West of 
the Third Principal Merid-
ian.  Said parcel being more 
particularly described as 
follows:  Commencing at 
a stone found at the South-
west corner of said Quarter-
Quarter Section; thence N 
00°-57’-32” E, 672.42 feet 
along the West line of said 
Quarter-Quarter Section to 
an iron rod found; thence S 
88°-56’-19” E, 410.41 feet 
to an iron rod set, this be-
ing the point of beginning; 
thence along new lines the 
following two (2) calls:  
thence N 01°-15’-16” E, 
345.84 feet to an iron rod 
set; thence S 88°-55’-47” 

E, 251.92 feet to an iron rod 
set; thence S 01°-15’-16” 
W, 345.80 feet to an iron rod 
found; thence N 88°-56’-19” 
W, 251.92 feet to the point 
of beginning.  Said parcel to 
contain 2.00 acres, more or 
less.  Said parcel being sub-
ject to all rights-of-way and 
easements, recorded or oth-
erwise.  Per plat of survey 
prepared by Billy J. Aberna-
thy, Illinois Land Surveyor 
No. 3536, recorded June 9, 
2006, in Record Book 277 at 
Page 118 in the Recorder’s 
Office of Union County, Il-
linois.

Parcel 1, Tract 2:
A perpetual, non-exclu-

sive easement for roadway 
and all utilities for the benefit 
of Tract 1 above described, 
being a part of the North-
west Quarter of the North-
west Quarter and a part of 
the Northeast Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 27, all in Township 11 
South, Range 2 West of the 
Third Principal Meridian.  
Said easement being 10 feet 
each side of the following 
described centerline:  Com-
mencing at a stone found at 
the Southwest corner of said 
Northeast Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter; thence 
N 52°-48’-49” W, 81.21 
feet to the intersection of the 
centerline of Brown Section 
Road and the centerline of an 
existing drive, this being the 
Southern terminus of said 
easement and the point of 
beginning; thence along the 
centerline of said existing 
drive the following six (6) 
calls:  Thence along a curve 
to the left with chord bear-
ing N 19°-11’-12” E 106.31 
feet, a radius of 130.00 feet, 
and an arc length of 109.52 
feet to a point; thence N 
03°-36’-04” W, 96.08 feet 
to a point; thence N 13°-
27-’19” E, 199.77 feet to a 
point; thence along a curve 
to the right with chord bear-
ing N 39°-42’-37” E 172.28 
feet, a radius of 230.00 feet, 
an arc length of 176.59 feet 
to a point; thence N 61°-
18’-33” E, 195.47 feet to a 
point; thence N 51°-43’-04” 
E, 1.70 feet to a point in the 
South line of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter, this being the 
Northern terminus of said 
easement.  Said easement to 
contain 0.35 acres, more or 
less.  Said easement being 
subject to the existing right-
of-way of Brown Section 
Road and all other rights-of-
way and easements, record-
ed or otherwise. All situ-
ated in the County of Union, 
State of Illinois.

Parcel 1, Tract 3:
A perpetual, non-exclu-

sive easement for roadway 
and all utilities, for the 
benefit of Tract 1 above 
described, being a part of 
the Northeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter of 
Section 27, Township 11 
South, Range 2 West of the 
Third Principal Meridian.  
Said easement being 10 feet 
each side of the following 
described centerline:  Com-
mencing at a stone found 
at the Southwest corner 
of said Northeast Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter; 
thence N 52°-48’-49” W, 
81.21 feet to the intersec-
tion of the centerline of 
Brown Section Road and 
the centerline of an exist-
ing drive; thence along the 
centerline of said existing 
drive the following six (6) 
calls:  Thence along a curve 

to the left with chord bear-
ing N 19°-11’-12” E 106.31 
feet, a radius of 130.00 feet, 
and an arc length of 109.52 
feet to a point; thence N 
03°-36’04” W, 96.08 feet 
to a point; thence N 13°-
27’19” E, 199.77 feet to a 
point; thence along a curve 
to the right with chord bear-
ing N 39°-42’37” E 172.28 
feet, a radius of 230.00 feet, 
and an arc length of 176.59 
feet to a point; thence N 
61°-18’-33” E, 195.47 feet 
to a point; thence N 51°-
43’-04” E, 1.70 feet to a 
point in the South line of 
the Northwest Quarter of 
said Quarter-Quarter Sec-
tion, this being the Southern 
terminus of said easement 
and the point of beginning; 
thence continuing along 
said centerline the follow-
ing three (3) calls:  Thence 
N 51°-43’-04” E, 79.46 feet 
to a point; thence N 44°-
03’-32” E, 79.01 feet to a 
point; thence N 55°-56’30” 
E, 16.01 feet to a point in 
the West line of a 2.000 
acre parcel, this being the 
Northern terminus of said 
easement.  Said easement to 
contain 0.08 acres, more or 
less.  Said easement being 
subject to all rights-of-way 
and easements, recorded or 
otherwise. All situated in 
the County of Union, State 
of Illinois.

(Legal descriptions for 
Tract 2 and Tract 3 ease-
ments prepared by Billy J. 
Abernathy, Illinois Land 
Surveyor No. 3536, of 
Shawnee Survey & Con-
sulting, Inc., Vienna, IL.)

Parcel 2, Tract 1:
A part of the Northeast 

Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 27, 
Township 11 South, Range 
2 West of the Third Princi-
pal Meridian, more particu-
larly described as follows:  
Commencing at the North-
east corner of the North-
west Quarter of Section 27, 
Township 11 South, Range 
2 West of the Third Princi-
pal Meridian; thence North 
86°-07’-52” West along the 
North line of said Section 
27 a distance of 665.80 feet 
to the point of beginning; 
thence South 4°-03’-11” 
West a distance of 672.31 
feet; thence North 86°-
08’-24” West a distance of 
662.33 feet to the West line 
of the Northeast Quarter of 
the said Northwest Quarter; 
thence North 3°-45-’27” 
East along the said West line 
a distance of 672.42 feet to 
the Northwest corner of 
the said Northeast Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter; 
thence South 86°-07’52” 
East along the North line of 
said Section 27 a distance 
of 665.80 feet to the point 
of beginning; the tract con-
taining 10.25 acres, more 
or less, situated in Union 
County, Illinois.  Per sur-
vey by Charles L. Garner, 
Illinois Land Surveyor No. 
2316, dated April 20, 1982.  
Excepting however half of 
all oil and mineral rights, 
and being subject to a 20 
feet wide easement across 
the Southeast corner of the 
herein described tract.

Parcel 2, Tract 2:
A perpetual, non-exclu-

sive easement for roadway 
and all utilities, for the 
benefit of Tract 1 above 
described, being a part of 
the Northwest Quarter of 
the Northwest and a part of 
the Northeast Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter of Sec-
tion 27, all in Township 11 

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section
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E-mail: news@annanews.com
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Request for Mowing Bids
Proposals are requested for the mowing and trimming 
of Southern Illinois Cooperatives's (SIEC) twelve (12) 
substation properties, Massac County facilities and 
Massac Office property for one year (2017). Work includes 
mowing and trimming outside of fenced areas at substation 
properties, mowing and trimming at our two (2) Massac 
County facilities and, when requested, Massac County 
property. Properties are divided into three (3) groups 
consisting of "Massac Group", "North Group" and "South 
Group." Descriptions and addresses of each location can 
be found at www.siec.org or call the Cooperative at the 
number listed below.
Bid packages can be picked up at SIEC, 7420 U.S. Highway 
51 South, Dongola, IL, Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The Cooperative requires the successful bidder to 
provide and maintain public liability insurance, including but 
not limited to insurance on vehicles utilized in this job and 
property damage coverage. The Cooperative also requires 
the successful bidder to provide and maintain workmen's 
compensation insurance coverage on any individual who 
performs the mowing and trimming, including an individual 
who may be the sole owner/operator of the business.
Bids must be received by noon on Friday, January 13, 2017. 
Please direct any questions to Bree Hileman, Assistant 
Director of HR & Administrative Services, Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative at 618-827-3555.
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South, Range 2 West of the 
Third Principal Meridian.  
Said easement being 10 feet 
each side of the following 
described centerline:  Com-
mencing at a stone found at 
the Southwest corner of said 
Northeast Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter; thence 
N 52°-48’-49” W, 81.21 
feet to the intersection of the 
centerline of Brown Section 
Road and the centerline of 
an existing drive, this be-
ing the Southern terminus 
of said easement and the 
point of beginning; thence 
along the centerline of said 
existing drive the follow-
ing six (6) calls:  Thence 
along a curve to the left 
with chord bearing N 19°-
11’-12” E 106.31 feet, a 
radius of 130.00 feet, and 
an arc length of 109.52 feet 
to a point; thence N 03°-
36’04” W, 96.08 feet to a 
point; thence N 13°-27’-19” 
E, 199.77 feet to a point; 
thence N 00°-50’-17” W, 
77.39 feet to a point; thence 
N 07°-07’-54” E, 39.44 feet 
to a point; thence N 15°-
44’-53” E, 119.99 feet to 
a point in the South line of 
the Northwest Quarter of 
the Northeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter, this 
being the Northern termi-
nus of said easement.  Said 
easement to contain 0.29 
acres, more or less.  Said 
easement being subject to 
the existing right-of-way 
of Brown Section Road and 
all other rights-of-way and 
easements, recorded or oth-
erwise. All situated in the 
County of Union, State of 
Illinois.

Parcel 2, Tract 3:
A perpetual, non-exclu-

sive easement for roadway 
and all utilities, for the 
benefit of Tract 1 above de-
scribed, being a part of the 
Northwest Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter and a 
part of the Northeast Quar-
ter of the Northwest Quarter 
of Section 27, all in Town-
ship 11 South, Range 2 West 
of the Third Principal Me-
ridian.  Said easement being 
10 feet each side of the fol-
lowing described centerline:  
Commencing at a stone 
found at the Southwest 
corner of said Northeast 
Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter; thence N 52°-48’-
49” W, 81.21 feet to the in-
tersection of the centerline 
of Brown Section Road and 
the centerline of an exist-
ing drive, this being the 
Southern terminus of said 
easement and the point of 
beginning; thence along the 

centerline of said existing 
drive the following six (6) 
calls:  Thence along a curve 
to the left with chord bear-
ing N 19°-11’-12” E 106.31 
feet, a radius of 130.00 feet, 
and an arc length of 109.52 
feet to a point; thence N 
03°-36’-04” W, 96.08 feet 
to a point; thence N 13°-
27’-19” E, 199.77 feet to a 
point; thence along a curve 
to the right with chord bear-
ing N 39°-42’37” E 172.28 
feet, a radius of 230.00 feet, 
and an arc length of 176.59 
feet to a point; thence N 
61°-18’-33” E, 195.47 feet 
to a point; thence N 51°-
43’-04” E, 1.70 feet to a 
point in the South line of 
the Northwest Quarter of 
the Northeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter, this 
being the Northern termi-
nus of said easement.  Said 
Easement to contain 0.35 
acres, more or less.  Said 
easement being subject to 
the existing right-of-way 
of Brown Section Road and 
all other rights-of-way and 
easements recorded or oth-
erwise. All situated in the 
County of Union, State of 
Illinois.

(Legal descriptions for 
Tract 2 and Tract 3 ease-
ments prepared by Billy J. 
Abernathy, Illinois Land 
Surveyor No. 3536, of 
Shawnee Survey & Con-
sulting, Inc., Vienna, IL.)

Excepting therefrom the 
following described tract:

A parcel of land being a 
part of the Northeast Quar-
ter of the Northwest Quar-
ter of Section 27, Township 
11 South, Range 2 West of 
the Third Principal Merid-
ian.  Said parcel being more 
particularly described as 
follows:  Commencing at 
a stone found at the South-
west corner of said Quarter-
Quarter section; thence N 
00°-57’-32” E, 672.42 feet 
along the West line of said 
Quarter-Quarter section to 
an iron rod found; thence S 
88°-56’-19” E, 410.41 feet 
to an iron rod set, this be-
ing the point of beginning; 
thence along new lines the 
following two (2) calls:  
Thence N 01°-15’-16” E, 
345.84 feet to an iron rod 
set; thence S 88°-55’-47” E, 
251. 92 feet to an iron rod 
set; thence S 01°-15’-16” 
W, 345.80 feet to an iron 
rod found; thence N 88°-
56’-19” W, 251.92 feet to 
the point of beginning.  Said 
parcel to contain 2.00 acres, 
more or less.  Said parcel 
being subject to all rights-
of-way and easements, re-

corded or otherwise.  Per 
plat of survey prepared by 
Billy J. Abernathy, Illinois 
Land Surveyor No. 3536, 
recorded June 9, 2006, in 
Record Book 277 at Page 
118 in the Recorder’s Office 
of Union County, Illinois.

The parcel numbers are: 
07-27-05-591-B and 07-27-
05-591-B1.

4. The property is im-
proved with a mobile home 
which is not included in the 
sale.

5. The real estate will not 
be open to inspection prior 
to sale.

6. The time and place 
of the sale will be January 
11, 2017, at 9:00 a.m., at 
the front door of the Union 
County Courthouse, Jones-
boro, Illinois.

7. The real estate will be 
sold to the highest bidder 
with cash in hand.

8. Title will be conveyed 
subject to all delinquent real 
estate taxes, if any, and all 
general real estate taxes 
which are a lien upon the 
real estate, but have not yet 
become due and payable, 
and special assessments, if 
any, easements and restric-
tions of record.

Respectfully submitted,
Hanna & Volmert, LLC
By Deborah J. Volmert, 

#06216538
530 Fullerton Road, 

Suite A
P.O. Box 464

Belleville, Illinois 
62222-0464

(618) 277-7670
Attorneys for Citizens 

Community Bank
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,

 ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK,
an Illinois Banking 

Corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs
CHAD E. MOWERY, 

KATHRYN E. 
MOWERY, 

UNKNOWN OWNERS 
And NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants.

Case No.: 2016-CH-33

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

The requisite affidavit 
for publication having been 
filed, notice is hereby given 

to you, Chad E. Mowery, 
Kathryn E. Mowery, Un-
known Owners and Non-
Record Claimants, Defen-
dants in the above entitled 
suit, that the said suit has 
been commenced in the Cir-
cuit Court of Union County, 
Illinois, by the said Plaintiff 
against you and other defen-
dants to foreclose a certain 
Mortgage covering the fol-
lowing described premises, 
to-wit:

Lot Number Seven (7) in 
Rolling Hills Subdivision, 
pursuant to that certain plat 
filed for record at Book 7, 
page 43, in the Recorder's 
Office of Union County, 
Illinois, situated in Union 
County, Illinois.

TRACT II:
A PARCEL OF LAND 

BEING A PART OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
29 AND PART OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF THE NORTH-
WEST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 28, ALL IN 
TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH, 
RANGE 1 WEST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL ME-
RIDIAN. SAID PARCEL 
IS PART OF PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED AND RE-
CORDED IN BOOK 122, 
PAGE 128 IN THE UNION 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
IN THE NAME OF WIL-
LIS L. BELCHER, MARIE 
E. BELCHER, JOHN W. 
BELCHER, AND SUSAN 
E. BELCHER, DATED 
JUNE 20, 1974. SAID 
PARCEL BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

COMMENCING AT AN 
IRON ROD SET AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF THE 
SOUTH LINE OF SAID 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER AND THE 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF THE ILLINOIS 
CENTRAL RAILROAD; 
THENCE ALONG SAID 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE THE FOLLOW-
ING TWO (2) CALLS; 
THENCE N 15º02'55" W, 
559.87 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD FOUND; THENCE 
ALONG A CURVE TO 
THE LEFT WITH CHORD 
BEARING N 15º31'41" W 
43.35 FEET, A RADIUS OF 
2764.82 FEET, AND AN 
ARC LENGTH OF 43.45 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD 
SET, THIS BEING THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE ALONG NEW 
LINES THE FOLLOW-
ING THREE (3) CALLS: 
THENCE N 88º45'48" W, 
194.55 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
21º21'41" W, 152.32 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET; 
THENCE N 32º12'46" W, 
152.32 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
37º38'19" W, 36.82 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET AT 
THE SOUTHWEST COR-
NER OF LOT 11 IN ROLL-
ING HILLS SUBDIVI-
SION; THENCE 59º51'00", 
226.94 FEET ALONG THE 
SOUTH LINE OF SAID 
LOT 11 TO AN IRON 
ROD SET IN SAID WEST 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE; 
THENCE ALONG SAID 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE THE FOLLOW-
ING TWO (2) CALLS: 
THENCE ALONG A 
CURVE TO THE RIGHT 
WITH CHORD BEAR-
ING S 25º04'31" E 41.50 
FEET, A RADIUS OF 
1809.86 FEET, AND AN 
ARC LENGTH OF 41.50 
FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD FOUND; THENCE 
ALONG A CURVE TO 
THE RIGHT WITH 
CHORD BEARING S 
20º10'52" E 405.37 FEET, 
A RADIUS OF 2764.82 
FEET, AND AN ARC 
LENGTH OF 405. 73 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING.

SAID PARCEL TO 
CONTAIN 1.798 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS, PER 
SURVEY BY BILLY J. AB-
ERNATHY, IL PROFES-
SIONAL LAND SURVEY-
OR NO. 3536, DATED 
10/17/2005.

SAID PARCEL BE-
ING SUBJECT TO ALL 
RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND 
EASEMENTS, RECORD-
ED OR OTHERWISE. 
ALL SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF UNION, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

All in accordance with a 
Plat of Survey dated Octo-
ber 17, 2005 and recorded 
October 25, 2005 in Record 
Book 268, page 991, as 
Doc. No. 2787, and further 
indexed at Plat Book 11, 

page 327, made by Billy J. 
Abernathy-IL Professional 
Land Surveyor No. 3536, in 
the Union County Record-
er's Office, situated in the 
County of Union and State 
of Illinois.

and for other relief, that 
summons was duly issued 
out of the said Court against 
you as provided by law, and 
that said suit is still pending.

Now, therefore, unless 
you, the said Defendants 
Chad E. Mowery, Kathryn 
E. Mowery and Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants, file your an-
swer to the Complaint in 
the suit, or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, in the 
County Courthouse in the 
City of Jonesboro, Illinois, 
on or before January 15, 
2017 (30 days after publi-
cation), default may be en-
tered against you and each 
of you at any time after that 
day and a decree entered in 
accordance with the prayer 
of said Complaint.

Tiffany Busby
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Capre Girardeau, MO 

63701
Tel: (573)-335-3300
Fax: (573)-335-1978
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE INTEREST OF:
DEVON DITTO,

A Minor.
NO. 2016-JA-26

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION 
PURSUANT TO 

705 ILCS 405/3-18

JEREMIAH DITTO, 
and to ALL WHOM IT 
MAY CONCERN:

TAKE NOTICE that on 
Monday, October 17, 2016, 
a petition was filed under 
the Juvenile Court Act of 
1987 by Tyler R. Edmonds, 
Union County State's At-
torney, by his Assistant 
State's Attorney, Heather 
Heaslett in the Circuit Court 
of Union County entitled, 
"IN the interest of DEVON 
DITTO, a minor," and that 
in Judge Charles Cava-
ness' courtroom at Union 
County Courthouse, 309 
West Market Street, Jones-
boro, Illinois on Thursday, 
the 19th day of January, 
2017, at the hour of 1:00 
P.M., or as soon thereafter 
as this cause may be heard, 
an adjudicatory hearing will 
be held upon the petition to 
have the child declared to 
be a youth in care under that 
Act. The court has authority 
in this proceeding to take 
from you the custody and 
guardianship of the minor, 
(and if the petition prays for 
the appointment of a guard-
ian with power to consent 
to adoption) and to appoint 
a guardian with power to 
consent to adoption of the 
minor.

NOW, unless you ap-
pear at the hearing and show 
cause against the petition, 
the allegations of the peti-
tion may stand admitted as 
against you and each of you, 
and an order or judgment 
entered.

Tiffany Busby
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dated: December 19, 2016
1g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE  FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF 
ORAN JACK LAMER,

IN PROBATE
DECEASED.
NO. 2016-P-

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
Oran Jack Lamer, of Anna, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on December 
15, 2016, to Kathy Ginther, 
8113 Hwy 38, Caledonia, 
WI  62249,  as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is 
Elvis C. Cameron, 205B N. 

Main St., Anna, Illinois.
Within 42 days after the 

effective date of the origi-
nal Order of admission, you 
may file a petition with the 
Court to require proof of 
the Will by testimony of the 
witnesses in open Court or 
other evidence, as provided 
by Section 5/6-21 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/6-
21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of 
the Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act 
(Ill. Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 755, Par. 5/28-4), any 
interested person terminates 
Independent Administration 
at any time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to ter-
minate to the Clerk of this 
Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office 
of the Clerk of this court at 
the Union County Court-
house, 309 W. Market St., 
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with 
the Independent Executor, 
or both, on or before June 
22, 2017, or if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from the 
Executor is required by Sec-
tion 5/18-3 of the Probate 
Act of the State of Illinois, 
the date stated in that no-
tice.  Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to 
the Executor and to the at-
torneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:  December 15, 
2016.

KATHY GINTHER

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

ARDC#  6244394
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illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

ONLINE AUCTION AB-
SOLUTE Arcade Aworld 
Greenville, IL Ends De-
cember 27th Pac-Man, 
Centipede, Guitar Hero, Air 
Hockey, Big Buck Hunter 
& MANY MORE! Antho-
nysOnlineAuctions.com
------------------------------
New Year's Day Gun Auc-
tion January 1st 9:00am. 
950 Firearms inc/ Colt, Win. 
S&W, Browning, Military, 
Antique to NIB 2601 Lake 
Land Blvd. Mattoon, IL 
Bauer Auction Service, 
LLC. See complete sale bill 
& 6,000 photos at www.
bauerauction.com
------------------------------
State of Illinois Surplus 
Property Online Auction 
Equipment, watches, boats, 
vehicles, knives, jewelry 
and much more iBid.il-
linois.gov
------------------------------
ONLINE AUCTION AB-
SOLUTE  Streuter's Garage 
Okawville, IL Ends January 
4th GM tools, memorabilia, 
signs, parts, tires, tools, 
Snap-On tool box, rims, 
mirrors, hubcaps MORE! 
AnthonysOnlineAuctions.
com
------------------------------
Diagnosed with Mesothe-
lioma or Asbestos Lung 
Cancer? If so, you and your 
family may be entitled to a 
substantial financial award. 
We can help you get cash 
quick! Call 24/7: 844-577-
2347
------------------------------
TOP PAY & EXCEL-
LENT BENEFITS! TTI 
Inc continues to grow 
- Family Owned, Driver 
satisfaction is a priority! 
EXPERIENCED DRIV-
ERS *Flatbed *Step Deck 
*Van *LTL Reefer. Full 
benefits w/ Minimal  health 
ins. Premiums, FREE after 
5 years! + Industry leading 
Driver Bonus Program! 
Must have Class A CDL, & 
2 yrs OTR Exp. Call Ruth 
or Mike at TTI Inc 1-800-
222-5732 Apply online 
ttitrucking.com
------------------------------

Support the advertisers in 
The Gazette-Democrat



Marie Clayton
Marie Clayton, 76, of 

Anna, died at 4:57 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 15, 2016, 
at Union County Nursing 
Home in Anna.

She was born on Feb. 20, 
1940, near Anna, the daugh-
ter of Fred and Elma Hankla 
Burnley.

She married Jerrie T. 
Clayton on Dec. 12, 1959.

She worshipped at Camp 
Ground Cumberland Presby-
terian Church. She enjoyed playing the piano, gardening 
and sewing. She was retired from the Florsheim Shoe 
Factory in Anna.

Survivors include her husband of 57 years, Jerrie 
Clayton; a daughter, Ramona (Richard) Ralls; two grand-
daughters, Heather (Dusty) Hileman and Jessican Ralls; 
a great-granddaughter, Gracie Marie Hileman; her twin 
sister, Maudie (Wayne) Miller; nieces and nephews and 
other relatives.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
Services for Mrs. Clayton were at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 

18, at Crain Funeral Home, Anna-Jonesboro, with the 
Rev. Larry Miller officiating. Interment was in the Camp 
Ground Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to the Camp Ground Cemetery.
To view the full obituary or to leave an online condo-

lence for the family, visit www.crainsonline.com.
Crain Funeral Home, Anna-Jones-

boro, was in charge of arrangements.
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Obituaries

Janet Sue Easton
Janet Sue Easton, 70, of Alto Pass, died at 11:32 a.m. 

Monday, Dec. 19, at Union County Hospital in Anna.
Arrangements were pending at Rendleman & Hileman 

Funeral Home in Alto Pass.
To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.

rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Alto Pass is in charge of ar-
rangements.

k

k

Paul Edward Simpkins
Paul Edward Simpkins, 

77, of Anna, died at 12:28 
a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2016, 
at home.

He was born on Dec. 25, 
1938, in Chicago, the son 
of William Issac and Lelia 
Lewis Simpkins.

He married Margarett 
“Monnie” Snell on Sept. 1, 
1962, in Ware.

He is survived by his wife 
of 54 years, Monnie Simpkins of Anna; a 
son, Ken (Lisa) Simpkins of Lick Creek; a 
daughter, Paula (Preston) Hall of Cobden; 
one grandson, Colin Hall; three nieces, 
Kathy Knox, Fawn Harris and Lynn Graves; other rela-
tives and many friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents; two sisters, 
Mary Helen Deering and Gladys Gowin; and two broth-
ers, Norman C. Simpkins and William Thomas Simpkins.

He served in the U.S. Navy from 1957 to 1963. He was 
a member of the Anna Heights Baptist Church. He was 
retired from the Olin Brass Mill, where he worked for 
over 42 years as a quality control inspector. He enjoyed 
fishing and working outdoors in his yard. During his later 
years, he and Monnie enjoyed traveling and taking cruises.

Funeral services for Mr. Simpkins were at 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, at Anna Heights Baptist Church, with 
Pastor Larry Rhodes and Pastor Darryl Williams offici-
ating.

Interment was in the Mound City National Cemetery. 
Military rites were conducted by area veterans and the 
Navy funeral honor detail.

Memorials can be made to Celtic Hospice.
To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.

rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

k
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"The Preaching Pen"
The Spirit of Christmas

I truly enjoy Christmas. The Christmas season is known as a 
time of giving. Friends, relatives, and loved ones exchange gifts. 

Some churches give baskets of food and gifts to the poor and needy. 
Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 10:35).

All this is fine, but why don’t we demonstrate this spirit at all 
times? Do our friends and family deserve such a display of our love 
only once a year? Are there poor people among us only once a year?

Jesus Christ Himself went about doing good (Acts 10:38). His 
generosity knew no seasonal limitations, it was His disposition of life. 
The spirit of giving characterizes the entire Christian life.  

Secondly, this time of year is characterized by a spirit of receiving. 
We all like to receive gifts, for it proves others love us and are 
thinking of us.

We receive gifts daily – gifts from God that show His love for 
us (Ps. 68:19). When we receive them, we receive Him. Do we 
appreciate them? Do we show it in our prayers and in our lives? We 
must give thanks in our prayers, as we ask for God’s favors (Phil. 
4:6). Let us not be like the Israelites, who manifested an attitude of 
ingratitude, murmuring, and complaining (Numbers 11:1-15). I Cor. 
10:10: “Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were 
destroyed of the destroyer.” Let us receive our gifts with gratitude.

Finally, we see a spirit of forgiveness. Things that would cause 
petty quarrels at other times of the year are lightly cast aside, such 
as bumping into one another, minor wrecks – “fender benders,” and 
family estrangement.

Isn’t this a fine spirit? This is a fundamental doctrine of 
Christianity, why then should it be lacking at other times? Matt. 
18:21-22: “Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?22 Jesus saith 
unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy 
times seven.” Repentance is a condition that must be present for true 
forgiveness to be granted (Luke 17:3), but we can manifest a forgiving 
attitude that doesn’t hold a grudge or stay mad – even in the absence 
of repentance. That’s part of the spirit we see at this time of year, and 
should see all year. That’s another aspect of the “Christmas spirit” 

I so much enjoy. We at the Anna church of Christ wish you a 
Merry Christmas and invite you to visit us whenever you can.

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ

Rendleman & Hileman
FuneRal Homes and monuments

Anna • Jonesboro • Cobden • Alto Pass
(618) 833-2131 or (618) 833-8222

Wishing you 
and your
family a
Merry

Christmas!

from

1G

Thank you for your support of the 2016
New Coats, New Hope Campaign. 

Your donations totaling 
$7,500 helped purchase 
over 400 new coats to 
be given to Southern 

Illinois kids this winter.

A community distribution day will be held on 
December 28, from 1:00-3:00 P.M. at Two Rivers Child 
Advocacy Center in Anna.
Children wearing sizes 3-16 will receive a free coat 
while supplies last. For more details, call WIBH at 
833-9424.
This campaign is proudly sponsored by: Anna-Jonesboro 
National Bank, Union County Sheriff Scott Harvel, State's 

Attorney Tyler Edmonds, From the Heart Flowers & Gifts, River to River Residential 
Community, Spanish Oaks Center, Seafood Specialties, Postal Pal, Capaha Bank and 
Anna Baking Company, Coad Chevrolet, Buick, Ford, 5 Star Auto Wash, New Wave 
Communications, Anna Tire & Auto Center/Cobden Auto Repair, Farmer's Daughter 
Boutique, Goddard's Barn & Grill, Wright Bros. Body Shop & Rod's Towing, Shawnee 
Community College, Adam's Construction and Swafford Pediatrics. 1G

Sue and Steve Eudy vis-
ited Saturday morning with 
Wilburn Gibbs at River to 
River in Anna.

Sue and Steve Eudy and 
Venita and Robert Lingle, 
all of Anna, enjoyed eating 
at JR’s in Jonesboro Friday 
morning.

Happy birthday wishes 
to our former neighbor, 
Carolyn Harvel of Jones-
boro, on Saturday, Dec. 24.

Last Tuesday Shirley 
Miller and Penny Hill of 
McClure enjoyed lunch at 
Firehouse Subs in Cape 
Girardeau.

Deanie Hinkle of Jones-
boro visited Thursday with 
Shirley Miller. Penny Hill 
visited on Friday and Rich-
ard and Yvonne Graham of 
Anna visited on Saturday.

Dolores and Jack Reyn-
olds and Jackie and Jay Jen-
nings, all of Reynoldsville, 
and Hunter and Gracie 
Wilson of Cape Girardeau, 

Reynoldsville News
by Sue Eudy

“Love Was When,” 
with scripture from Luke, 
was the title of the sermon 
preached Sunday, Dec. 18, 
by Senior Minister Dee 
Armes.

The message shared that  
“Love was when God be-
came a man. Love was 
when Jesus walked in his-
tory. Lovingly He brought 
a new life that’s free. Love 
was God nailed to bleed and 
die to reach and love one 

attended the Christmas pro-
gram at New Hope Baptist 
Church last Sunday. Brylie, 
Nash and Kyndal Oxford of 
Anna were in the program.

Dolores and Jack Reyn-
olds, Jackie and Jay Jen-
nings, Joseph Kelley of 
Jonesboro and Rodney and 
Vicki Reynolds of Wolf 
Lake attended the Christ-
mas program last week at 
Shawnee Grade School. 
Luke and Adyson Choate 
of Grand Tower and River 
Kelley of Jonesboro were 
in the program.

Wishing all of our read-
ers of The Gazette-Demo-
crat a very Merry Christmas 
and please remember the 
reason for the season.

There will be a short 
service and program at 
9:30 a.m. Christmas Day at 
Reynoldsville Missionary 
Baptist Church. Rev. Jamie 
Bridgeman is pastor. All are 
welcome.

News from

First Christian Church, Anna
such as I.”

Birthdays: Sue Spellman 
on Dec. 19, Ken Matthias 
and Jessica Wettig-Miles on 
Dec. 20 and Rhonda Rush 
on Dec. 23.

First Christian Church 
of Anna is a nondenomina-
tional family of believers 
meeting at 200 Mallard Ln. 
in Anna. 

Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m., with a worship service 
at 10:30 a.m.

An afternoon at the picnic grounds
The Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro were quiet during a recent visit on a sunny, but 

cool, December afternoon. Visitors can walk around a pond which is located on the picnic grounds.
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 In the first row are, from left, Debra Penrod, Amber Skelton, Lindsey 
Vaughn, Chelsea Hill, Sabrina Mayberry, Cody Bartolomucci, Susan 
Belcher, Jerry Reppert, Jeff Aden and Rick Campbell. 
 In the second row are Gary Rendleman, Lonnie Hinton, Mike Ford, 
Vickie Moore, Sue Eudy, Patricia Taylor, Casey Moore, Katy Newman, 
Donna Treece, Melinda Dillow, Angel Kaufman, Ron Gorst, Peggy 
Ledbetter, Geof Skinner, Michelle Hancock, Ermal Sorrels and Jamie 
Wilkins. 
 Those who could not be present for the picture included Woody 
Almon, Mike Estel, Jerry Gunn, Tom Hill, Preston Dallas, Tyra Johnson, 
John Brimm, Brian Clemons Sr. and Timothy Koch. 

Merry
Christmas

All of us at The Gazette-Democrat
and Reppert's Office Supplies & Furniture

join in wishing everyone 
a very Merry Christmas

Best wishes for a joyous, 
happy and blessed holiday season.
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This year, 
give a gift

subscription to 
The Gazette-Democrat.

Count your blessings.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

We count you.
Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your life.
Merry Christmas.

The Gazette-Democrat
The Talk and Cobden Review  •  Serving Union County Since 1849

Shop Locally
promotion grand

prize winner named

A grand prize winner 
was chosen last weekend 
in the 2016 Christmas holi-
day season’s Shop Locally 
promotion.

Susan Yates was se-
lected as the winner of the 
$500 grand prize.

Through the special 
promotion, area residents 
were encouraged to Shop 
Locally for the holiday 
season.

While shopping, they 
also had an opportunity 
to enter a chance to win 
prizes.

Drawings  for  $100 
prizes were held on four 
Saturday mornings: Nov. 
19, Nov. 26, Dec. 3 and 
Dec. 10 at Anna-Jonesboro 
National Bank.

The drawing for the 
grand prize, which was 
a minimum of $500, was 
held Saturday morning, 
Dec. 17, at the bank.

Anna-Jonesboro Na-
tional Bank was joined in 
sponsoring the Shop Lo-
cally promotion by Associ-
ated Lumber, Save a Lot, 
Jim & Dot’s Shoe Store & 
Western Wear, From the 
Heart Flowers and Gifts, 
Anna Tire & Auto Center 

Congratulations
Megan McClellan, left, of Anna-Jonesboro Na-

tional Bank congratulates Susan Yates, who was 
the grand prize winner in the Shop Locally holiday 
season promotion.

and Cobden Auto Repair, 
Great Boars of Fire and 
Blue Boar and A-J One 
Stop.

The grand prize winner 
chose to use her winnings 
at Save A Lot, Jim & Dot’s 
Shoe Store & Western War 
and the Blue Boar.

News from

First Baptist
Church, Cobden

Pastor Ed Falgout’s 
message on Sunday morn-
ing was titled “Christmas 
in the Old Testament.” 

He spoke about “the 
continuity, history, super 
natural reality and the pur-
pose of the Gospel.”  

The youth praise team, 
Banded, provided special 
music.

Morgan Pulliam and 
Titus Dover were baptized.  
Drake Campbell came for-
ward during the morning 
worship service.  

The church plans to 
have a candelight Christ-
mas Eve service at 8 p.m. 
and a Christmas Day morn-
ing worship service (no 
Sunday School) at 10 a.m. 

60th anniversary celebrated
Peggy and Ron Bittle celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary Saturday 

evening at Hedman Vineyards & Winery in Alto Pass with friends. Standing 
are Jan Smith, Linda LaFoon, Frank LaFoon, Alice Kerns, Bruce Agne, Susan 
Hase, Susan Belcher and Jerry L. Reppert.  Peggy and Ron are seated.

Daniel Chapman DAR chapter
gathers for Christmas dinner

 By Dixie Terry 
The Daniel Chapman 

Chapter National Society 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution met on Dec. 
5 for the chapter’s annual 
Christmas potluck dinner. 

The gathering was in 
the community room at the 
Vienna Carnegie Library in 
Vienna.

The call to order was 
presented by regent Juanita 
Broyles and chaplain Bon-
nie Hogue.

The Pledge of Allegiance, 
the American’s Creed and 
the Preamble to the Con-
stitution followed. A prayer 
blessing for the meal then 
was said.

After the meal and social 
hour, Kaleigh Minton was 
welcomed as a new mem-
ber following an induction 
ceremony by membership 
chairperson Ruth Brown  
and chaplain  Hogue. Min-
ton was presented a DAR 
pin by Broyles and a gift 
bag by chairperson Brown. 

National defense chair-
person Alice Thodoropou-
los gave a report on the 
Army/Navy football game 
scheduled on Dec. 10 and 
included its ceremonies, 
the rivalry and the traditions 
that will be repeated for the 
117th year.

Registrar Marilyn Mei-
senheimer provided a voting 
to approve three prospective 
members and one associate 
member.  

All four were unani-
mously approved and in-

Induction ceremony
The Daniel Chapman Chapter National Society 

Daughters of the American Revolution welcomed 
a new member on Dec. 5. From left are chaplain 
Bonnie Hogue, new member Kaleigh Minton, regent 
Juanita Broyles and membership chairperson Ruth 
Brown. Photo provided.

clude Kim Buchanan, Clara 
Nell Butler and Debbie 
Fraedrichs, all new mem-
bers, and Diane Martin, a 
member of the Louisiana 
Purchase DAR in Missouri, 
who is now an associate 
member of Daniel Chap-
man.

Marlene Rivero of Grand 
Chain,  who provided the 
program, was introduced by 
Jeanne Boglino.  

Rivero is well known 
in the area as an historical 
reenactor and chose to be 
Ann Stokes for the evening.  
Stokes was a freed black 
woman who became a nurse 
on the hospital ship Red 
Rover, which was anchored 
on the Ohio River bank 
at Mound City during the 
Civil War.

The ship was run by the 
Sisters of Charity of the 

Holy Cross, a group of nuns 
from Indiana, who cared for 
the Civil War soldiers.

Rivero shared the ex-
periences Stokes had on 
the hospital ship. She was 
trained to assist surgeons in 
frequent amputations and 
treating such as, the com-
mon ailment of trench foot. 

“I could not read or write, 
so I had to remember every-
thing they told me,” Rivero 
said, in her role as Stokes.

The program was seen 
by members, their husbands 
and prospective members.

Hostesses for the evening 
were Julia Mowery, Virginia 
Street and Bonnie Hogue.

The next chapter meeting 
is scheduled to be a chapter 
officer and committee work-
shop on Jan. 9 at 9:30 a.m. 
at the community room of 
Carnegie Library in Vienna.

It is hard to think of the 
holidays without conjuring 
up images of red poinset-
tias and a snowy landscape. 
These beautiful plants are 
easy to care for, with a few 
simple tips.

“There is no need for 
people to experience diffi-
culties with their poinsettia 
plants,” says University of 
Illinois Extension educator 
Kim Ellson. 

Ellson shared some tips 
on how to ensure that a 
poinsettia looks its very 
best this season and well 
into the new year.

Purchase a healthy, 
high-quality plant.

Make sure the cyathia 
remain tight and have not 
opened. The cyathia are the 
green buds in the centers 
of the flowers, surrounded 
by the colorful red bracts. 
They eventually open into 
tiny yellow flowers.

White and healthy roots 
are a great indicator of 
good plant health.

Wrap plants  before 
transporting them home.

Avoid cold drafts; poin-
settias are highly sensitive 
to direct drafts and suffer 
damage easily.

Let plants go completely 
dry between waterings, 
without stressing plants. 
Poinsettias are prone to 
suffer from over watering 
as they have sensitive root 
systems that easily rot out.

Always water thorough-
ly.

If possible, select a cool 
area in your home. Avoid 
heating ducts or placing 
plants in overly warm areas 
during the holiday season. 
This will ensure vibrant, 
colorful bracts.

There is no need to fer-
tilize your poinsettia dur-
ing the holidays; save the 
fertilizer for March.

Monitor the plant for 
pests such as whiteflies by 
checking the undersides 
of the leaves. Treat early 
before infestations become 
unwieldy.

“These basic guidelines 
should help ensure you get 
the very most out of your 
poinsettia this holiday, and 
enjoy a colorful season,” 
Ellson says.

Caring for 
holiday 
poinsettias

Young artists in the area 
are invited to join students 
from the School of Art and 
Design at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale to 
share a passion for creating 
and learning about art in 
the Saturday Young Artist 
Workshop, which is set to 
begin Jan. 8.

The program brings to-
gether future art educators 
and area students to explore 
and create art on a theme. 
The theme this spring is 
“Making Art: Having Fun.”

Workshops are in Al-
lyn Building. Sessions are 
set for Jan. 8, and Feb. 4, 
11 and 25. The workshop 
series concludes with an 
art show, planned from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. on March 4.

Registration is $40 for 
one student, $70 for two in 
the same family and $95 for 
three in the same family. 
Contact the SIU School of 
Art and Design at 618-453-
4315 or adoffice@siu.edu 
for more information. 

Individuals with dis-
abilities are welcome. Call 
618-453-5738 to request 
accommodations.

Workshop 
for young 
artists set
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Local students share what Christmas means to them
A Union County holiday 

season tradition continued 
this year.

Rusty’s Home Center 
in Anna invited area 3rd 
grade students to share 
their thoughts about “What 
Christmas Means to Me.”

Winning entries were 
chosen, and the winning 
students each received giant 
Christmas stockings.

This year’s winning en-
tries follow:

Olivia Eddleman, Anna 
School District No. 37

Christmas is my favor-
ite time of year because 
everyone is spreading joy, 
happyness, peace and love.

I like receiving gifts but 
I love giving gifts. My mom 
and I enjoy listening to 
Christmas music.

Christmas means so 
much to me and my family, 
and we would let my nanny 
sing a carl before we eat 
Christmas dinner.

We draw two names out 
of a bowl and the two names 
we draw out are the two 
family members we buy 
Christmas gifts for.

Before my dad, mom, 
brother and me buy Christ-
mas gifts for our family, we 
buy for a child in need.

We have a big hill at our 
house and every year, my 
cousins and I bring sleds 
and we do races, tricks, and 
games down the hill.

We have grate fun and 
at the end of the day we are 
laughing so much we fall 
down.

Almost every night of 
the twelve days of Christ-
mas, we get together and 
have fun. Our family would 
never trade time with our 
family for something else, 
and we love each other very 
much.

Before we open our gifts 
or start our gift excange, 
we think about how Jesus 
gave his life for us, and af-
ter Christmas, we share our 

new things and play.
Most of all we hope 

everyone has the best 
Christmas ever possible. 
Everyone should believe in 
Christmas magic, and that 
is what Christmas means 
to me. 

Ana Olvera, Cobden 
Elementary School

 I think it’s time to give. 
No I don’t mean presents, 
what I mean by give is to 
share your happiness and 
love for the holiday with 
others.

I am not going to lie I do 
like opening presents. But, 
what I think even if you 
don’t have money to buy 
presents you can always 
make them a homemade 
card, which is always the 
best present you can give.

Truly what Christmas 
was about is Jesus being 
born. But it’s always nice 
to spend good time with 
your family.

Me and my family go to 
church and celebrate when 
Jesus was born and we wor-
ship him and pray for him. 

This time of year people 
don’t have money so the 
best, best present is to have 
your family together for the 
holidays. And that’s what 
Christmas truly means to 
me.

Lauren Jackson, Don-
gola Elementary School

There’s only a few days 
until my favorite holiday is 
here. I get very excited this 
time of year. My favorite 
holiday is Chrstmas. It is 
special.

I have already seen San-
ta, and told him what I 
want for Chrstmas. He al-
ways brings me something 
special on Chrstmas Eve. 
Santa and his reindeer make 
Chrstmas fun.

Chrstmas is a time for 
us to see friends and fam-
ily. Sometime Chrstmas is 
the only time I get to see 
some family. We get to eat 

yummy food together and 
drink hot chocolate.

The most special thing 
about Christmas is Jesus. 
Without Him we wouldn’t 
have Christmas because it’s 
His birthday. He brought 
hope and joy to the world. 
Santa brings us presents be-
cause the wisemen brought 
Jesus presents. I think Je-
sus is the best thing about 
Christmas. 

Kenzie Miller, Jones-
boro Elementary School

Christmas to me is not 
just about geting it is about 
giving to others and the 
only reason we get presents 
is because Jesus was born.

I love spending time 
with my family lots of peo-
ple come to my house for 
Christmas my Grandma 
comes, Grampa, ant, anck-
le, and cousins come to. 

But my favorite part 
about it is every year we get 
at least three extra presents 
and we don’t say who they 
are from and we send them 
to Saint Jude and to a foster 
home and people that don’t 
have any mony to by toys 
and clothing.

And who needs all those 
presents when you have all 
of your family members and 
toys you should be thankful 
for the things you allready 
have.

But if I win the big stock-
ing full of toys I will pass 
out one to every boddy in 
the class because it is not 
fair that thay wrote all that 
and thay don’t get a present.

I love Christmas so much 
I hope you have a admazing 
Christmas what is your fa-
vorite part about Christmas!

Calie Pinnon, Lick 
Creek Elementary School

Merry Christmas. Hi, I 
am going to tell you what 
Christmas means to me. I 
am now going to tell you 
my favorite things about 
Christmas. I like Jesus, fam-
ily, and traditions. 

Now I am going to tell 
you about Jesus.

I love Jesus because Je-
sus died for our sins and our 
lives. I am very thankful 
for Him even if I don’t act 
like it. 

Speaking of Jesus, I love 
the story of when He was 
born and of the reason that 
we put the star on the tree. 
Jesus is the most important 
part of Christmas to my 
family and I. 

Now I am going to talk 
about family. 

My family makes me 
feel like I have everything 
and that no one can get me 
away from them. 

It is so fun because every 
year we go to my grandpar-
ents’ house and I get to see 
my cousins and hang out 
with my cousin Zoey.

Last year my family 
played a game called some-
thing like Pie Face. I never 
got pied.

Now I will tell you about 
tradition.

I will now tell you my 
family tradition.

Every year my family 

Shawnee 
winner

Braxton Owen from 
Shawnee Elementary 
School won the stocking 
for Rusty’s Home Center 
essay contest. Photo 
provided.

Stocking winners
Rusty’s Home Center in Anna sponsored its 

annual essay contest for 3rd grade students in 
Union County. The students wrote about “What 
Christmas Means to Me.” The winners each received 
a huge stocking full of toys. Winners are, in the first 
row, from left, Kenzie Miller, Jonesboro Elementary 
School and Calie Pinnon, Lick Creek Elementary 
School. In the second row are Olivia Eddleman, 
Anna School District No. 37; Ana Olvera, Cobden 
Elementary School; and Lauren Jackson, Dongola 
Elementary School. Photo by Lindsey Rae Vaughn.

goes to my Grandma Sher-
ry’s house. Last year Zoey 
and I sat in the back of my 
dad’s truck and told each 
other secrets and talked.

Usually, Lydia my cous-
in play’s with Zoey’s sisters 
Reese and Ragan. I every 
once and a while go with 
my other cousins Mariah, 
Hailey and Lizzy.

We all like to tie a rope to 
a tree in the back yard and 
climb. Well at least I try to 
climb but usually I fall.

This year I want to bring 
my Karaoke Machine. Last 
year I did. This year I think 
that we will play Speak Up 
with the grownups.

Well I hope that you 
liked my story. thank you 
for taking your time to 
read it. Again this is what 
Christmas means to me...

Jesus, family and tradition. 
Merry Christmas to all.

Braxton Owen, Shaw-
nee Elementary School

It means to celebrat Je-
sus’s birthday each year and 
be thankful for what you 
got. Be nice to other people.

In December I like to 
play in the snow and make 
snow ice cream with my 
mom.

I like to get presents. I 
love Santa, Jesus, and God. 
Anyone that don’t belileve 
in Santa you are wrong be-
cause he is real.

Christmas is special be-
cause Iget to go to a differ-
ent place each year.

This year I’m going to 
my Uncle Robet’s house.

That’s what Christmas 
means to me.

Holiday season facts, figures
This festive season, or 

simply the holidays, is a 
time for gathering and cel-
ebrating with family and 
friends, gift giving, reflec-
tion and thanks. 

To commemorate this 
time of year, the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau presents the 
following holiday-related 
facts and figures from its 
collection of statistics.

Rush to the Stores
$23.8 billion
The estimated retail sales 

by the nation’s department 
stores (including leased 
departments) in December 
2015, which was a decrease 
of $0.4 of a billion in retail 
sales from December of the 
previous year.

14.3 percent
The estimated percent-

age of total 2015 sales for 
department stores (includ-
ing leased departments) in 
December. For bookstores, 
the estimated percentage 
was 12.4 percent.

23.7 percent
The estimated increase 

in the end-of-month in-
ventories by the nation’s 
department stores (exclud-
ing leased departments) 
between August and No-
vember 2015.

$55.7 billion
The estimated value of 

retail sales by electronic 
shopping and mail-order 
houses in December 2015: 
the highest estimated total 
for any month last year.

$27.1 billion
The fourth quarter 2015 

after-tax profits for all retail 
trade corporations with as-
sets of $50.0 million and 
over, up from $18.3 billion 
in the third quarter of 2015.

Christmas Tree Deco-
rations

$1.1 billion
The value of U.S. im-

ports of Christmas tree 
ornaments from China be-
tween January and Sep-
tember 2016. Imports from 
China led the way with 
92.0 percent of the total 
imports of Christmas tree 
ornaments.

$346.0 million
The value of U.S. im-

ports of Christmas tree 
lights from China between 
January and September 
2016. Christmas tree lights 
imported from China ac-
counted for 87.0 percent 
of the total imports for that 
product.

Where Toys Are Made
560
The number of locations 

nationwide that primarily 
produced dolls, toys and 
games in 2014, an increase 
of 15 locations from 2013 
(545); they employed 6,215 
workers in the pay period 
including March 12, a de-
crease of 323 employees 
from 2013 (6,538). Cali-
fornia led the nation with 
93 establishments.

Holiday Names
Some names of places 

associated with the holi-
day season consist of a 
dozen places named Holly, 
including Mount Holly, 
N.C. (population 14,176), 
and Holly Springs, Miss. 
(7,610). 

There is Snowflake, 
Ariz. (5,666); Santa Claus, 
Ind. (2,474); North Pole, 
Alaska (2,189); Noel, Mo. 
(1,824); and, if you know 
about reindeer, Dasher, Ga. 
(963), and Rudolph, Wis. 
(432). There is also Unity, 
N.H. (1,603), and Peace, 
N.D. (28). 

23.6 million
The estimated number 

of young domestic turkeys 
hatched during September 
of this year in the United 
States, up 21.0 percent from 
September 2015.
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Christmas 1966 in Union County
Fifty years ago this week, 

The Gazette-Democrat pub-
lished its 1966 Christmas 
Greeting Issue.

The December 22, 1966, 
issue of the paper featured 
32 pages, and four sections.

"This is the Christmas 
Greeting Issue and many, 
many business people and 
organizations in this area 
have taken this opportu-
nity to wish you a Merry 
Christmas and thank you 
for your past and continued 
patronage," a story on page 
one of the December 22 is-
sue shared.

News about holiday sea-
son activities were featured 
in that week's issue of the 
paper, along with many oth-
er stories and photographs.

Readers  received a 
special alert, just prior to 
Christmas:

"WARNING TO LATE 
SHOPPERS

"With the exception of 
today, Thursday, Dec. 22, 
there are only two more 
shopping days until Christ-
mas. The local stores will 
remain open until 8:00 on 
Thursday and Friday and 
close on Saturday at 5:00 
p.m."

Late shoppers also were 
advised that: "Through the 
courtesy of the Mayor and 
City Council of Anna, free 
parking was made available 
to shoppers in Anna this 
past week. The meters have 
been covered with white 
bags with the greetings of 
the Council and Mayor 
imprinted on them."

Churches  in  Union 
County were making plans 
for special Christmas ser-
vices. 

The newspaper report-
ed that many churches in 
Union County would be 
observing the birth of Christ 
with special services on 
Saturday, Dec. 24, and on 
Sunday morning, Dec. 25.

Another news item re-
ported that "through the 
efforts of the Union County 
Auxiliary the Union County 
Nursing Home and Hospi-
tal have been beautifully 
decorated."

This week, we take a 
look back at some of the  

news in Union County from 
50 years ago, along with 
some of the many advertise-
ments which appeared in 
the 1966 Christmas Greet-
ing Issue of The Gazette-
Democrat.

A Family Who Served
The lead story on page 

one of the paper was about  
Mr. and Mrs. Milo Erwin, a 
local couple who had eight 
sons – and all eight had 
served, or were serving, 
their country in the na-
tion's armed forces during 
a period in history which 
included four wars.

"The story of the Erwin 
family is very interesting 
and the Erwins have been 
asked to publish the story 
many times," the paper 
reported.

The family's service be-
gan with the father, Milo, 
who served with the U.S. 
Navy in World War I on 
convoy duty in the Atlantic. 

Three of the sons served 
during World War II. One 
of the sons served with oc-
cupation forces in Germany 
after World War II. One son 
served during the Korean 
Conflict. Two sons served 
during the Viet Nam War.

"The people of Union 
County have reason to be 
justifiably proud of this 
family who have given 
their sons to the service of 
their country in four wars, 
World War I, World War II, 
the Korean Conflict and the 
Viet Nam War," the story 
concluded.

The December 22 issue 
also featured a listing of 
names and addresses of men 
from Union County who 
were serving in Viet Nam 
at the time. More than two 
dozen names were featured.

The article which ac-
companied the listing of the 
names of those who were 
serving extended the "best 
wishes and prayers of the 
entire community at this 
Christmas season of 1966."

Some of the other news 
which appeared in The 
Gazette-Democrat just days 
prior to the Christmas holi-
day follow:

Wilson Memorial Ser-
vice

The response to invita-
tions and the reports of 
persons selling tickets to 
the 38th Woodrow Wilson 
Service and dinner which 
will be held in the American 
Legion Community Center 
at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
Dec. 28, indicates that an 
overflow crowd will be in 
attendance.

As previously released 
by the press, Representa-
tive Adlai E. Stevenson III 
and Treasurer elect of the 
State of Illinois will be the 
featured speaker.

County Board
At their regular meeting 

held Monday, Dec. 19, the 
Union County Board of 
Commissioners set salaries 
for new county officers.

Ned Foley was appoint-
ed as the head of the county 
board to replace Jesse Al-
dridge.

50-Year Pin Presented
Fred Stilley, the Wor-

shipful Master of Anna 
Lodge No. 520 A.F. & A.M. 
presented G.R. Corlis a 50 
year jewel and a gold card 
at the Anna National Bank 
on Saturday, Dec. 17.

The article noted that 
the Anna Lodge would be 
celebrating its centennial 
year during 1967.

Local Weather
On the last day of fall, 

Dec. 21, 1967, the tempera-
ture was a low of 30 with a 
cloudless sky. Doesn't seem 
like Christmas weather in 
Union County with tem-
peratures ranging in the fif-
ties and sixties for the most 
part of last week.

Teen Town Party
Anna-Jonesboro Teen 

Town will hold its 9th an-
nual all-night New Year's 
Eve party for Teen Town 
members and their guests 
Saturday, Dec. 31.

The party, sponsored by 
parents, will start at 8 p.m. 
and continue until 4 a.m.

The "Daze-Knights" will 
provide music for the eve-
ning.

The New Years record, 
which hangs above the 
juke box, will be sold to the 
highest bidder.

News from A-JCHS
N e w s  f r o m  A n n a -

Jonesboro Community 
High School was featured 
in a column called "A-J 
Scratches." The column 
appeared regularly in the 
paper.

One item in the Scratches 
noted that a "non religious 
Christmas carol survey was 
taken about three weeks 
before Christmas at A-J. 
Some students were asked 
what their favorite non-
religious Christmas carol 
was and Irving Berlin's 
'White Christmas' won by 
three votes."

Teachers at the school 
were reported to have been 
"playing Santa Claus and 
handing out little bundles of 
joy in the form of semester 
exams."

The advanced typing 
and shorthand class at the 
school recently received 
two new electric typewrit-
ers and dictaphones.

To all the girls in the 
Home Economics depart-
ment, on Tuesday, Dec. 
13, Mrs. Lucy Kampstra 
presented three holiday gift 
wrapping demonstrations.

Cobden High School
The Cobden News re-

ported that Christmas Spirit 
had taken over Cobden 
High School: "The rooms 
have been decorated with 
red and green construction 
paper and the windows 
have been painted with 
many Christmas scenes."

The school's annual 
Christmas program, di-
rected by Mrs. Willa Reeves 

and Mrs. Kathern Newton 
will be this Thursday af-
ternoon at 1:00 p.m. The 
theme this year is "Christ-
mas Is A Time For Giving." 

Saturday evening, Dec. 
17, a Christmas dinner party 
and dance was given by 
four Cobden Teenage Rec-
reation Board members. 
Following dinner, the group 
played games and danced.

Tournament Winner
The Cobden Eagles de-

feated the Shawnee Braves 
Friday night to win the 
Jonesboro Invitational 
Tournament. 

Shawnee took second 
place honors with Jones-
boro taking third place and 
Lick Creek, fourth.

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 2)
ONO Club Christmas 

Party
The ONO Club held their 

annual Christmas party 
Thursday, Dec. 15, with a 
delicious 7 o'clock dinner 
served at the Whitehouse 
Coffee Shop.

Movies at Rodgers 
Theatre

Thursday and Friday the 
Rodgers Theatre will pres-
ent "Where the Spies Are" 
starring David Niven and 
Francoise Dorleac.

Saturday will be the new 
screen translation of Chris-
topher Wren's classic novel, 
"Beau Geste," cast with 
youthful players.

Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday the Rodgers will 
show "Texas Across the 
River," starring Dean Mar-
tin, Alain Delon, Rosemary 
Forsyth and Joey Bishop 
and co-starring Mina Mar-
quand, Peter Graves, Mi-
chael Ansara, Linden Chiles 

and Andrew Prine.
Theatres Acquired
Kerasotes Theatres of 

Springfield, Ill., announced 
the acquisition of six the-
atres from Rodgers The-
atres, Inc. of Cairo, Ill., 
effective January 1, 1967.

The theatres are located 
in Southern Illinois and 
Southeastern Missouri. 
They are the Rodgers in-
door and Rodgers Drive-In 
at Poplar Bluff, Mo.; the 
Gem at Cairo, Ill., the Rod-
gers indoor and Drive-In at 
Anna, Ill., and the Varsity 
Theatre in Carbondale, Ill.

Busy Time
Of all the holidays, for 

that matter, all days, Christ-
mas was reported to be one 
of the busiest days of the 
year for the long distance 
operators at General Tele-
phone. 

The phone company not-
ed that: "Circuits are kept 
busy with the warmth and 
friendship of the season."

World War I Veterans
The Dongola Local 

News reported that Mrs. 
Wilmena Holliday, Mrs. 
Rose Brooks and Mr. and 
Mrs. Zeb Peeler attended 
a Veterans of World War I 
dinner in Anna Sunday. This 
was their Christmas party 
and election of officers for 
the coming year.

Christmas Programs
The Water Valley news 

writer reported that every-
one was busy preparing for 
the holidays.

"The young people will 

present a program, 'Night of 
Miracles,' Friday evening, 
Dec. 23, at 7:30. Everyone 
is cordially invited to attend 
Water Valley Church for 
this event."

The writer added: "May 
we take this opportunity to 
wish everyone on the paper 
staff and their readers a very 
Merry Christmas."

Plans for a Christmas 
program at Beech Grove 
Church also were an-
nounced. The program was 
scheduled Friday night, 
Dec. 23, at the church.

Happy Christmas
The writer of the Nub-

bin Ridge news shared a 
message for the season: "I 
wish all readers of this good 
paper a happy Christmas."

Getting Ready
The news from Lockard 

Chapel reported that every-
one was "getting ready for 
the holiday season. May 
God bless each and every-

one of you throughout the 
coming year."

Spirit Grows High
Finally, there was this 

item which appeared in the 
Thomasville news: "Well, 
while the check book grows 
low, the Christmas spirit 
grows high, so let's all enjoy 
ourselves. Merry Christ-
mas."

Christmas 1966
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The Gazette-
Democrat 
on line at 

annanews.com

News from

Camp Ground Church 
and Community

News from 

Anna Nazarene Church
News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church, Anna
A special Advent and 

Christmas program featur-
ing the children was pre-
sented on the fourth Sunday 
of Advent at Mt. Moriah at 
9 a.m. and again at Salem at 
10:30 a.m.

Youth read the Christmas 
story from the scriptures 
and the costumed children 
sang Christmas songs ac-
companied by the adult 
choirs and a guitar trio.

Prayers were offered 
for those in need of heal-
ing: Glenna Tripp, Daniel 
Sedden, Ann Shaw, Jack 
Johnson, Shirley Earnhart, 
Hadley Ashby, Linda Clark, 
Urs Becker, Todd Breiner, 
Pat Martin, Mort Wright, 
Joe Frick, Carolyn Frick, 
Elizabeth Corbit,  Pam 
Wheaton, Shawn Knupp, 
Silas Jones, Linda Mayo, 
John Snyder, Dave Kirley 
and Jackie Roach.

The congregation cel-
ebrated the life of Nora 
Ardelle Long, who was 
born on Dec. 5, 2016.  Her 
parents are David and Sarah 
Long and her grandparents 
are Willard and Mary Cun-
ningham.

The Share and Care Tree 
in the narthex is being deco-
rated with donated hats, 
gloves, scarves and/or socks 
for families in need. 

Appreciation was voiced 
to those who have brought 
food items to help meet the 
needs of local families. 

Poinsettias are being 
ordered to grace the sanctu-

Children’s program
A combined Salem and Mt. Moriah Lutheran 

Church children’s Christmas program was pre-
sented at Salem Lutheran Church in Jonesboro on 
Dec. 18. Photo provided.

Combined choirs
The combined Salem and Mt. Moriah children’s 

and adult choirs, accompanied by piano, organ 
and a guitar trio, performed during the Christmas 
program at Mt. Moriah in Anna on Dec. 18. Photo 
provided.

ary for Christmas Eve. For 
more information, contact 
the church office.

Christmas Eve services 
are planned on Dec. 24 at 
Salem in Jonesboro at 6:30 

p.m. and at Mt. Moriah in 
Anna at 9 p.m. with Holy 
Communion. 

There will be one Christ-
mas Day service at Salem 
at 9 a.m.

News from

First Baptist
Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Dec. 18, the 
pastor continued his series, 
“Colossians: Christ Before 
All Else,” with a sermon 
titled “The Savior vs. Satan 
and Scientology,” based on 
scripture from Colossians.

Music was directed by 
associate pastor of worship, 
Paul Lemon. Christmas 
music was featured as well 
as special music by the chil-
dren’s choir, Bonnie Dover 
and Robert and Margaret 
McCain.

The children and youth 
of Jonesboro First Baptist 
presented “Special Deliv-
ery” during Sunday eve-
ning worship.

Bir thdays:  Cynthia 
Boehne, Sende Theis, Dec. 
18; Wayne Whiteside, Dec. 
19; Shirley Darnell, Dec. 
21; Nolee Turner, Dec. 22; 
Jane Brown, Dec. 23; Caro-
lyn Harvel, Dec. 24.

Anniversaries: Jerry and 
Jean Hunter, married 53 
years on Dec. 20; and Floyd 
and Ann Landis, married 66 
years on Dec. 24.

The schedule for wor-
ship at Jonesboro First 
Baptist includes a Christ-
mas Eve candlelight Com-
munion service Dec. 24 at 
5 p.m. and one Christmas 
Day service at 9:30 a.m. on 
Dec. 25. 

On Sunday, Dec. 18, the 
Advent reading and light-
ing of the love candle were 
by Brittany Roach. The 
love candle poster was held 
by Tanner Roach.

Sunday’s sermon was 
titled “Oh, the Places He 
Comes to,” with the scrip-
ture selection that told of 
the birth of Christ from 
Luke.

The message shared that 
“Christ did not come to the 
rich and famous. He came 
to the dull, dark, despised, 
dirty and desperate of plac-
es and people. He came to 
make the mundane wonder-
ful, shed light in the dark-
ness, to love the despised, 
clean the dirt from our lives 
and help us through even 
the most desperate times in 
our lives.”

Receiving the offering 
Sunday were Aldi and Vo-
dra Gerard, assisted by their 
father Tony.

The elder for December 
is David Miller.

Celebrating birthdays 
this past week have been 
Lane Crane on Dec. 18; 
and  Sandy Boaz and Billy 
Williams on Dec. 21.

The church family was 
saddened at the death of 
long-time congregant Ma-
rie Clayton, and extends 
sympathy to her husband 
Jerrie, daughter Ramona 
and Richard Ralls, grand-
daughters Heather and 
Dusty Hileman and Jes-

sica Ralls, and great-grand-
daughter Gracie, all of the 
Camp Ground community.

The church provided a 
meal in the fellowship hall 
for the Clayton family Sun-
day afternoon following the 
funeral services.

Sunday, Dec. 25, Camp 
Ground will have morn-
ing worship beginning at 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 
is cancelled.

The congregation of 
Camp Ground Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church 
wish the staff and readers 
of this column a very Merry 
Christmas.

Music for the Sunday, 
Dec. 18, morning worship 
service was led by Randy 
Wright and accompanied 
by Johnathon Cauble.

The reading and lighting 
of the Advent candle were 
done by Jason and Kathy 
Cook.

The offertory was pro-
vided by Johnathon Cauble. 
Curt Lyerla, Phil Ray, Terry 
Wiseman Jr. and Bryan 
Morrison served as ushers.  

A Nativity Shadow dra-
ma was presented by the 
children’s church under the 
direction of Jack and Nina 
Shepard, Lottie Smith and 

Wendy Wiseman.
Richard, Pastor’s Mc-

Bride’s friend, prayed and 
shared that “Advent is the 
season of reflection. We 
should always turn to God 
through faith. We should 
trust and have faith in God’s 
will. We are children of 
the father. We are eter-
nally cherished and infinity 
loved.”

Music for the Sunday 
evening worship service 
was led by Randy Wright, 
accompanied by Johnathon 
Cauble. The offertory was 
provided by Patti Mulback. 

Ushers for the evening 

service were Curt Lyerla, 
Jacob Wright, Dorris John-
son and Robert Smith. 

A special  song, “O 
Come, O Come Emmanu-
el,” was provided by Jes-
sica Elkins. 

The evening message, 
“Carols “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel,” was brought 
by Pastor McBride from 
Matthew. 

The message shared that 
“when God is about to ask 
us to do something difficult 
the immediate message 
is I am with you. Look 
back over your lifetime and 
sometimes God is easier to 
see in the rear-view mirror 
than He is in the moment.  
The promise of yesterday 
is the great hope for tomor-
row. But as we remember 
that rear view mirror and 
where God was we must 
also look in the moment 
or otherwise we will miss 
that God will always be 
before us.”

The Dec. 24 Christmas 
Eve service has been can-
celed.

On Dec. 25, there will be 
no Sunday School; a wor-
ship service is planned at 
10:35 a.m.; and the 6 p.m. 
service is canceled.

Birthdays: Michelle Tal-
lent,  Dec. 18; Mark Shel-
ton, Dec. 19; Nick Shepard,  
Matt Macy, Logan Crunk, 
Dec. 20; Drake Wiseman, 
Dec. 21; Amy Miller, Dec. 
22.

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Basler excavating

& trucking
Demolition, Clearing,

Basements, Track Hoe Service
833-7831

P.O. Box 647
Anna, IL 62906

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour Roadside Service
2271 Rt. 146 West • 833-5937

Rt. 146 • Jonesboro, IL
Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

833-1725

Midwestern ProPane Gas Co.
anna, iL

Mike Jones, Manager  833-6300

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.

304 W. Market, Jonesboro
833-6521

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498

www.sewlparts.com

Don's Auto Body
Expert Repair

Insurance Work
511 E. Vienna • 833-3102

A & G Automotive
109 Transcraft Drive

Anna, IL 62906

833-8755

Cardinal Corner

JR Centre, Inc.
100 Florsheim Drive

P.O. Box 181  • Anna, IL
(618) 833-4956

Need a Tow?
Call the Pro!

Pro 1 Auto Body
893-2252

Tyler R. Edmonds
Union County

State's Attorney

Terry & Tina Riley • 833-9225
Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064
Your Hometown Store

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

"For All Occasions"
202 Public Square
Jonesboro, IL
(618) 833-9222
www.fromtheheartflower.com

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

300 Leigh Avenue • Anna IL 62906
(618) 833-8592

COBDen
AutO RePAIR

213 N. Appleknocker
Cobden, IL 62920
893-2102

BuSInESS HOuRS
7:30-5:30 Mon. - Fri.

J.W. Reynolds MeMoRials
We will not be undersold!

517 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(Across from old Bunny Bread Bakery)

(618) 833-6014 • www.nahsi.com
rwebb@nahsi.com • (618) 771-3861

Mulberry Manor
Residential Services for Adults

with Developmental Disabilities
24-Hr. Licensed Nursing Facility

Individually Tailored Array of Services
(618) 833-6012

Walker Funeral 
Homes & Crematory

425 Main St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2637

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating

& Air Conditioning
1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL

(618) 833-5211
"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
201 e. Chestnut st

anna, iL 62906

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

We
 ca

re about your total body health and wellness.

Ozbourn Chiropractic 
Clinic, S.C.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

618-833-2179

131 W. Chestnut

24 Hour Access
833-3234

Proud to be
partnered with 
Silver Sneakers

Dine-In • Carryout
Delivery

1835 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-2415
www.pizzahut.com

307 E. Davie • Anna, IL 62906
Phone (618) 833-6916 • 833-6816

Fax (618) 833-5562

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies • Home & Garden

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Southpass 
Beads & Fibers

Feed your crafting needs.
BEAdS • YArn • SuppLIES

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 12-6 • Sat. 10-5
southpassbeads.etsy.com • Find us on  southpassbeads

203 E. Ash St., Cobden, IL • (618) 893-6170

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!
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SubScription

rateS are:
Union County ..........................$35.00
Elsewhere in 629 Zip Code .....$37.00
Out of Area ..............................$45.00
Six months in county ..............$32.00
Six months in 629 Zip Code ...$33.00
Six months out of area ............$40.00
Armed Services .......................$36.00
Students (9 Months) ................$36.00

❑ FOR MYSELF, I would like to subscribe to The Gazette-Democrat for ______ year/s.

❑ AS A GIFT, please enter a subscription for ______ year/s. Plus, send a gift card acknowledging my gift to the person 
below.

Subscription is to be mailed to:

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________ State         _________________Zip  ___________________

This is a gift from  __________________________________________________________________________________

❑ Payment enclosed for $ __________________ ❑ Please bill my Visa  _____ Mastercard _______ Discover _________

Account #  ____________________________________ Expiration date on card ________________________________

Signature  ________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to: The Gazette-Democrat - P.O. Box 529 • Anna, Illinois 62906 _____________

SubScribe Now!
Makes A Great Last

Minute Gift!

The Gazette-Democrat
It's a thoughtful and practical gift that will
be appreciated and remembered every day.

Keep friends and family updated on the
local events and news from home.

We will send an attractive
Gift Card announcing your 

thoughtfulness!!

Please fill out this couPon and send it
along with Payment to the address below

Offer expires December 31, 2016

Give the gift that lasts 
all year long . . .
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Merry Christmas
Wishing everyone a 

very blessed Christmas as 
we celebrate Jesus’ birth-
day Sun.

Congratulations
The A-J Wildcat bowl-

ing teams (boys and girls) 
won their match at Me-
tropolis against Massac 
County High School.

Thank You
Scott Bennett reported 

the Anna Fire Department 
has responded to multi-
ple structure fires in the 
past few weeks and took 
time to take over 40 Anna 
school students shopping 
for Christmas along with 
Anna PD.

Birthday Celebration
Shirley Spurlock’s chil-

dren honored her with a 
birthday party Dec. 3.  

Shirley had a wonder-
ful time, several friends 
stopped by and had some 
punch and goodies with 
them.  

Shirley’s three children 
were there: Lisa and Dave 
Houseman, Kevin Spur-
lock and daughter Jenna 
also Brenda Mayberry and 
daughter Sarah.  

They had a beautiful 
cake from Anna Bak-
ery.  The cake and all of the 
decorations went with the 
theme of Shirley’s favorite 
book and movie,” Gone 
With The Wind.”  

Several friends from 
United Missionary Baptist 
Church, including their 
pastor Rev. Paul Tirey and 
his wife Pam were there.  

Shirley said she had a 
great time and thanks to 
all for celebrating with her.    

St. Louis Trip
Norm and Barb Bauer 

recently visited in St. Louis 
with Lou and Debra Bauer.  

It was their pleasure to 
help “baby sit” for their 
great-grandson, 2-month 
old Owen Louis Bauer 
while his parents, Chris 
and Katy Bauer were out 
of town.  

Christmas Stroll at Harrison-Bruce Historical 
Village at John A. Logan College at Carterville 
was Dec. 11. The only man shown is dressed as 
an Indian. Most of the ladies rented outfits from a 
costume business. Marie Samuel, third from the 
right, is wearing a costume which was made by 
a lady who sews costumes for plays in Elizabeth-
town. Plays are outdoors with fake storefronts and 
a western theme with gunfights. 

Crocheted children’s blankets were donated to 
Child Advocacy Center and Children’s Medical Re-
source Network by the Anna-Jonesboro Women’s 
Club. Pictured Mary Light; Kendra Eads, who works 
at Two Rivers Child Advocacy Center; Martha Ann 
Webb and Jane Bauer of the Anna-Jonesboro 
Women’s Club.

Mary Light, Jane Bauer, teacher Karen Col-
lier and Martha Ann Webb are with a donation 
which was presented for the Plentiful Packs 
program at Anna Junior High School by the Anna-
Jonesboro Women’s Club.

Shirley Spurlock cel-
ebrated her birthday on 
Dec. 3.

Karee and Mona Lisa 
at Mona Lisa’s recent 
birthday party: Mona 
Lisa was a rescue dog 
and is now very happy to 
be the mascot for PAWS.

Children at the United Methodist Church in Anna nativity March to the 
Manger on Sunday morning.

A Christmas open house with a quilt display by 
Barbara Jahn was presented Sunday afternoon 
at the PAST house in Jonesboro. Mary Ann Che-
noweth took these pictures to make a collage for 
Barbara Jahn to remember them by.

Uncle Matt Bauer took 
a turn at baby sitting while 
the Norm Bauers and the 
Lou Bauers attended the 
stage presentation of the 
Ambassadors of Harmony 
Barbershop Show, A Christ-
mas Remembered.

Thanks
A special thanks to Betty 

Eagle and Mary Treece for 
giving me credit when they 
renewed their subscription 
to The Gazette-Democrat.

Wedding Congratula-
tions

Halie Pearl got mar-
ried to Tanner Starling on 
Dec. 3. Halie’s mother Dar-
la wanted to wish them a big 
congratulations.

Congratulations
Amanda Jean Kall and 

Mark Norris were mar-
ried Feb. 27 in St. Louis. 
Amanda parents are Linda 
and Dennis Kall. Linda says 
she just now got the wed-
ding pictures.

New Store Owners
Congratulations to Lee 

Hackney and Susan White-
mountain on their recent 
purchase of the stores on 
South Main Street. 

Susan plans to open The 
Gathering Place, a resource 
Center for Union County 
genealogy and family re-
search where the former 
Hase Pharmacy was. Lee’s 
plans are to open a ceramic 
store. They will lease the 
other building. 

Right now they have 
their store open with all 
kinds of goodies left from 
the former store. I got some 
yard flags, Minnie Mouse 
figures, Christmas stocking 
and much more. Cards are 
50 cents. Check it out. 

New windows also went 
in the store and are beauti-
fully decorated for Christ-
mas.

Shop with A Cop/Fire-
men

Once again Shop with a 
Cop/Firemen was held on 
Dec. 6-7. The kids met at 
the fire station on the first 

night and Pizza Hut the sec-
ond night and were taken 
to Walmart by fire trucks 
and police cars. Once at 
Walmart they shopped with 
firemen and policemen. 

Those who helped out 
were Anna PD and Anna 
FD as well as Walmart as-
sociates, Pizza Hut, Lori 
Isom from Casey’s, District 
37 employees and Brandon 
Bierstedt with the Shawnee 
College softball players. 

Thank you to all who 
donate to this special event. 
Any donations can be sent 
to the Anna Police Depart-
ment.

Deer
I had a message on my  

phone from a lady that told 
me she really liked reading 
my Anna news but she sure 
didn’t like me writing about 
dead animals.

 I thought and thought 
all night about that be-
cause I just had no clue 
when I ever wrote anything 
like that. Next morning I 
thought I am going to read 
my news again. Well it 
dawned on me what she was 
talking about. 

First thing I saw was the 
deer picture. I’m really sor-
ry if you don’t like seeing 
a picture of someone that 
is really proud of getting 
their first deer. I couldn’t 
shoot one myself but if 
there were not people who 
did we would be overtaken 
by deer and not even be able 
to drive our cars. 

My son-in-law when he 
sees one  says there goes 
supper. A lot of people like 
to eat deer just like other 
people like to eat cows, 
chickens and pigs. 

I eat meat but if I ever 
think of what it is I can’t 
hardly finish it but we 
need protein to survive. 

I personally want to 
thank all the hunters for 
standing or sitting in the 
deer stands in the rain and 
sometimes freezing weath-
er. 

Many  peop le  have 
wrecked or totaled their cars 
because of deer’s jumping 
into them. They really have 
to be thinned out. 

Surprise
When I got up Sat. I went 

out to pick things up that 
had blown over with all the 
winds we had. I  noticed a 
present by my door. 

It was from Rev. Jim and 
Irene Stamp. I had guessed 
that is who it was from 
before I ever looked at the 
card. I find surprises on 
my front porch all the time 
from Irene. She is such a 
sweet lady. 

This present was a com-
plete village, with homes, 
school, bakery, hotel and 
people. The homes remind-
ed me of the street I grew up 
on and our home, the school 
Lincoln where I went to 
school and my dad was a 
teacher and principal there. 

Dad always got a big real 
Christmas tree that he put 
in the hall at school and 
decorated it with our family  
Christmas ornaments. 

On Christmas break he 
would carry it home and 
that was our tree for Christ-
mas. I would sit and just 
stare at that beautiful tree. 

The hotel reminded me 
of the Anna Hotel. The 
bakery Davis Pastry where 
the kids would go on their 
noon hour from school and 
after school. We were al-
ways greeted by my uncle 
Mark’s aunt Nellie Dillow 
who would let us pick the 
biggest donut, cookie or 
cream horn we wanted and 

always made us feel  so 
special.  

The little people remind-
ed me of my parents and 
myself. Funny how that 
little village reminded me 
of so many things from my 
childhood. Thanks Irene 
and Jim for the nice sur-
prise.

Christmas Wish
A m i e  a n d  J o h n 

McLaughin took some 
Christmas cookies to John 
and Margret Cook. 

Amie asked them if 
they had any luck getting 
their roof fixed. Margret 
told Amie not to worry she 
had written a letter to Santa 
and it was going to be taken 
care of.  

Amie has tried to get 
them help everywhere. If 
there are any roofers out 
there that need a tax break 
this would be a great way 
to get one.

Birthdays
Dec.  17 Geraldine Da-

vis,  Norma Lee Hackney, 
23 Fred Clutts, 25 Jesus 
Christ our Savior.

Lost Cat
Linda and Dennis Kall  

have lost their cat Sly. He 
is a large cat probably 16 
pounds, orange and fluffy. 
He has green eyes and 
notches in his ears. 

Please call  618-614-
8470 or 618-697-6611 if 
you find Sly. Sly is liked 
a family member and is 
missed very much.

Anna-Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club

T h e  A n n a  J o n e s -
boro Women’s Club will 
meet Jan. 2 at  11:30 a.m. 
at Anna Pizza Hut. 

The theme will be edu-
cation with the program 
by Lillian Milam. Devotion 
by Barbara Bauer. Current 
events by Debbie Rossberg.

Christmas Musical 
Brian Caraker played 

Dr. Timothy Cratchit in the 
Christmas musical titled 
“God Bless Us Everyone” 
at the Marion Civic Center 
last weekend.  

VFW
Friday is C.W. Karaoke 

from 7 p.m. to  11 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 24, the post 
will be closed at 4 p.m. to 
celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 

Tickets are being sold for 
a shotgun to be given away 
New Year’s Eve.

There will be a steak din-
ner New Year’s Eve. Call 
and make your reservations 
soon: $12 for a single and 
$25 for a couple.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Sunday morning  the 
lighting of the advent 
wreath was by Rev. Carl 
Johnston. 

Barbara House led the 
music. The prelude was 
by Leah Goins, a piano 
solo Carol of the Bells. 

Several gave testimo-
ny’s of how prayers had 
healed people in their lives. 
Prayers were said for those 
sick. 

Special music, Bring 
A Torch Jeanette Isabel-
la, was by a quintet of 
Carla Anderson, Amanda 
Boreup, Teri Goldsberry, 
Marcy Morris and Muriel 
Zachary. 

The Rev. Carl John-
ston’s sermon was The 
Christmas Story, with 
scripture from Matthew. 

The procession of na-
tivity followed and the 
children were dressed as 
Mary and Joseph, angels, 
shepherds, animals and 
the three Wise Men for 
the March to the Manger 
while the choir sang Breath 
of Heaven with a solo by 
Amanda Boreup. 

T h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n 
brought their gifts to the 
manger while singing of-
fertory Christmas carols.

Christmas Eve candle-
light service will be at 
9 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
24. Communion will be 
served. Everyone is invited 
to attend.

Christmas Day, Dec. 
25, there will be a morn-
ing service at 10 a.m. to 
celebrate the coming of our 
Lord into the world. There 
will be no Sunday School 
or after church fellowship 
Sunday. 

The church received 
a thank you from Mari-
lyn Belcher for all the 
cards, phone calls and love 
that the church family has 
shared with her this last 
year. She wished everyone 
a Merry Christmas. A thank 
you card and Christmas 

wish was also received 
from Juanita Wolfey.

Loaves  and Fishes  
community meal was ham, 
cheesy potatoes, green 
beans and a holiday salad.

Community Dinners 
Serving free hot meals 

every Thursday to our 
community at Harvest 
Church from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Everyone is welcome 
to come eat with them.

A free community meal  
at Salem Lutheran Church 
is on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m.  

Get Well List
Wayne Skoglund, Jon 

Pengress, Jack Lewellyn,  
Roger  and Lana Kay 
Glasco, Billy Hutcheson, 
George Griffin,  Anna 
Fernetti, Jackson Boyd, 
Turner family, Sarah Rus-
sell Mann, Terry Jack-
son, Betty Tutt, Connie 
Wills, Sheilah Whitting-
ton, Sondra Bradford, 
Carrie Gibson, Elizabeth 
Corbit, Robert Andrews.  

Military Prayer List
David Jorden Glasco, 

Ryan Hampton, Brittany 
Michelle Lence, Killian 
Jesse, Molly Noyes, CJ 
Youngerman ,  F reddy 
Morse, Reagan Morri-
son, Josh Steveson, Josh 
Williams, Lukas W. Da-
vis, Faith Odom, Tommy 
Goff and family Janette, 
Jamison and Kaylynn, 
Creighton Laster, Brandon 
Eaker, Jim Bonner, Jacob 
Schaefer, Jerod Schae-
fer, Jennifer Ann Bishop, 
Robert Jr. McMeely, James 
McWhorter, Arin White-
mountain.
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THURSDAY DECEMBER 22, 2016
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Col lege Foot ball 
“2016 Fa mous
Idaho Po tato
Bowl” Idaho
Van dals vs Col -
o rado State
Rams

2 Broke Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Liv Maddie “Mid night” “Search Party”
(‘16) (HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Foot ball 2 Broke Liv Maddie To night

7 PM Char lie Brown
Christ mas

Big Bang Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

(:20) Thurs day
Night Foot ball
New York Gi ants 
at Phil a del phia
Ea gles (Live)
(HD)

2 Broke Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

ac “Home
Alone: The Hol -
i day Heist”

“My Big Fat
Greek Wed ding 
2” (‘16)

aac “What
Hap pens in Ve -
gas” (‘08)
Strang ers marry.

aaa “The
Pas sion of the
Christ” (‘04)
The cru ci fix ion.

:30 In doors 2 Broke

8 PM Great Amer i can
Bak ing (HD)

(:01) Mom (:59) Hell’s
Kitchen (HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU (HD):30 Pieces (HD) Big Bang BUNK’D “Joy” (‘15)

Woman founds
large busi ness
dy nasty.9 PM Pure Ge nius

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams Big Bang Fall ing Wa ter

(HD)
Walk Prank “Amer i can Pie”

(‘99) Les sons in
love.

The Af fair Block
Is land.:30 SportsCenter

(HD)
Big Bang Bizaardvark

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Conan (HD) (:04) Law & Or -
der: SVU

Un der cover Gig o los

:30 (:35) Jimmy
Kimmel (HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Lo cal Best Frnds “Risky Drink -
ing” (‘16) Al co -
hol abuse.

aaa “Train-
wreck” (‘15)
Anti-mo nog amy.

Gig o los

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams (:05) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Billy On Shooter “Kill ing
Zone”

Girl World (:05) Shame less
(HD):30 Night line (:37) Corden Conan (HD) Austn/Ally

FRIDAY DECEMBER 23, 2016
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
(Live)

Seinfeld Mod Fam ily (:05) Duck “Balls Fury” “Vic tor Fran -
ken stein”

(5:00) “The Gift”
(‘15) (R):30 Seinfeld Mod Fam ily For got (HD) To night

7 PM Man Stand. A Home for the
Hol i days

Taraji’s White
Hot (HD)

Grinch Col lege Foot ball 
“2016 Dol lar
Gen eral Bowl”
Ohio Bob cats vs 
Troy Tro jans
(Live) (HD)

Big Bang Mod Fam ily LEGO “Harry Pot ter
and the Or der
of the Phoe nix”
(‘07, Fan tasy)
(HD)

“Scream 3”
(‘00) Neve
Camp bell. Killer
re turns. (HD)

The Af fair Block
Is land.:30 Dr. Ken Murray (HD) Big Bang Mod Fam ily “Frozen” (‘13)

Break ing icy
spell. (HD)8 PM Shark Tank (HD) Ha waii Five-0

“Waiwai”
Sleepy Hol low
(HD)

“Dolly Parton’s
Christ mas of
Many Col ors”
(‘16)

Big Bang Mod Fam ily aaac “The
Hate ful Eight”
(‘15) Group en -
coun ters be -
trayal and
de cep tion. (HD)

:30 Big Bang Mod Fam ily

9 PM (:01) 20/20 (HD) Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Big Bang Mod Fam ily Liv Maddie “Krampus”
(‘15) Krampus
un leashed.:30 Big Bang Mod Fam ily Girl World “In the Heart of

the Sea” (‘15)
Essex di sas ter.
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fron tal (HD) Mod Fam ily Stuck Mid.

:30 (:35) Jimmy
Kimmel (HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Search Mod Fam ily Un der cover aaa “Res i -
dent Evil” (‘02)
Zom bie bat tle.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Search NCIS: L. A.

“Free Ride”
Girl World Shame less (HD)

:30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Peo ple (HD) Austn/Ally “Ocean”

THURSDAY
8:45pm

HBO Joy aaa (2015, Drama) Jennifer Law -
rence, Rob ert De Niro. In the face of be trayal
and treach ery, one woman rises up against all
of the odds, found ing a busi ness dy nasty and
be com ing the ma tri arch of her fam ily. PG-13
(HD)

9:00pm
USA Fall ing Wa ter “Cir cu lar Time” Tess at -
tempts to pro tect the Boy while be ing pur sued
by en e mies in ev ery di rec tion; Taka makes an
at tempt to find a way to ap pease the Green.
TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

CBS A Home for the Hol i days Per for -
mances by Miranda Lam bert, Alessia Cara
and Ra chel Platten are fea tured as adop tive
fam i lies share their in spi ra tional sto ries. TV G
(HD)

7:30pm
DISN Frozen aaac (2013, Ad ven ture)
Kristen Bell, Idina Menzel. Af ter her sis ter ac ci -
den tally curses their king dom with eter nal ice,
a prin cess teams up with a moun tain man and
his rein deer on a jour ney to break the spell. PG 
TVPG (HD)

7:00pm
HBO Hail, Caesar! aaa (2016, Com edy)
Scarlett Johansson, Ralph Fiennes. In the
Golden Age of Hol ly wood, a sin gle day in the
life of a stu dio fixer is fol lowed as he is pre -
sented with mul ti ple prob lem atic sit u a tions.
PG-13 (HD)

8:00pm
ABC CMA Coun try Christ mas Singer
Jennifer Net tles joins for her sev enth time as
the hosts of a spe cial pre sen ta tion of the most
well-known peo ple in coun try mu sic cel e brat -
ing the sea son. (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY DECEMBER 24, 2016
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

NFL (Live) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Sur prise! In stant 
Carol!

(:08) NCIS “New -
born King”

Un der cover (4:30) “Cast
Away” (‘00)

“Speed Racer”
(‘08) Race car
driver. (HD)

Shame less So bri -
ety con trol.:30 OT (Live) BUNK’D (HD)

7 PM Prep (HD) Scor pion
High-tech cri ses.

Bones Jour nal ist
killed. (HD)

aaaa “It’s a
Won der ful Life”
(‘47, Hol i day) A
man dis cov ers
the value of his
life. (NR)

Col lege Foot ball 
“2016 Ha waii
Bowl” Ha waii
Rain bow War -
riors vs Mid dle
Ten nes see Blue 
Raid ers

“A Christ mas
Story” (‘83) A
boy wants a BB
gun. (HD)

(:09) NCIS Sur -
prise visit.

Best Frnds aaa “Hail,
Caesar!” (‘16)
Stu dio prob -
lems. (PG-13)
(HD)

Shame less A new 
scheme.:30 Naughty Girl World aaa “The

Simp sons
Movie” (‘07) (HD)8 PM CMA Coun try

Christ mas Hol i -
day cel e bra tion.
(HD)

48 Hours Le thal Weapon
(HD)

(:52) NCIS Bizaardvark Ma donna: Re bel 
Heart Tour
Famed pop ca -
reer.

:30 (:35) NCIS Liv Maddie

9 PM 48 Hours Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

“A Christ mas
Story” (‘83) A
boy wants a BB
gun. (HD)

NCIS “Spin ning
Wheel”

Un der cover “The Mar tian”
(‘15) Matt
Damon. As tro -
naut must sur -
vive on Mars.
(HD)

“Ju ras sic
World” (‘15) Di -
no saur theme
park gone awry.

:30 MECH-X4

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Hell’s Kitchen
Rebalance.

Lo cal Mod Fam ily BUNK’D (HD) “Ca sino
Royale” (‘06,
Thriller) Dan iel
Craig. High
stakes.

:30 (:35) CBS Christ -
mas Eve

(:29) Christ mas
Eve Mass Mid -
night mass.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Jessie (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

“A Christ mas
Story” (‘83)

Mod Fam ily “Full Court Mir a -
cle” (‘03)

“Va ca tion”
Walley World.:30 (:35) Lo cal Mod Fam ily “Caesar!”

Television Listing

MONDAY DECEMBER 26, 2016
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Mon day Count -
down (Live)

Wrecked Mod Fam ily BUNK’D “Al le giant” “Run All Night”
(‘15) (HD)

(5:00) “The Gift”
(‘15) (R):30 Wrecked Mod Fam ily BUNK’D First Look

7 PM New Year, Char lie 
Brown

Kevin Wait Gotham Sis ter
search.

Hairspray Live!
Danc ing
dreams. (HD)

(:15) Mon day
Night Foot ball
De troit Lions at
Dal las Cow boys
(Live) (HD)

Wrecked WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

“The Smurfs”
(‘11) Tiny blue
crea tures.

“Ev ery Bril liant
Thing”

(:05) “Panic
Room” (‘02,
Thriller) Crim i -
nals in vade.

“Mi chael Jack -
son’s Jour ney”
(‘16):30 Man Plan Wrecked

8 PM “Rudolph” Miss -
ing baby.

Kevin Wait (:01) Lu ci fer “Lady 
Parts”

(:18) Peo ple “Joy” (‘15)
Woman founds
large busi ness
dy nasty.

:30 Man Plan (:45) Peo ple BUNK’D (:35) “The Hate -
ful Eight” (‘15)
Group en coun -
ters be trayal and 
de cep tion. (HD)

9 PM Great Amer i can
Bak ing

Scor pion “Fish Fi -
let” (HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:12) Peo ple Un der cover “Phone Booth”
(‘02) Hos tage in
booth.:30 (:39) Peo ple Liv Maddie

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal (:20)
SportsCenter
with Scott Van
Pelt (HD)

(:06) Peo ple (:05) “Last Ve -
gas” (‘13, Com -
edy) 60-year-olds 
party.

Best Frnds P Holmes In sight -
ful look.:30 (:35) Jimmy

Kimmel (HD)
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

(:33) Peo ple Stuck Mid. (:25) “Trad ers”
(‘16) Fight to the 
death.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Peo ple (HD) Girl World “Outta

Compton” (‘15):30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Peo ple (HD) Austn/Ally “Yuma” (R)

TUESDAY DECEMBER 27, 2016
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
Min ne sota vs
Wash ing ton
State (Live) (HD)

Peo ple (HD) NCIS “Dead Air”
(HD)

Walk Prank “Ev er est” (‘15)
Bat tle to sur vive
win ter storm.
(HD)

“Witch Hunter”
(‘15) (HD)

“Ca sino
Royale” (‘06):30 Peo ple (HD) Walk Prank

7 PM The Mid dle NCIS “Sis ter City,
Part 1"

Brook lyn The Wall (HD) (:57) Peo ple WWE
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

“Di ary of a
Wimpy Kid”
Mid dle school.

“Ju ras sic
World” (‘15)
Chris Pratt. Dino 
theme park.

The Af fair Block
Is land.:30 House wife New Girl (:24) Peo ple

8 PM Fresh Off Ken nedy Cen ter 
Hon ors Mar tha
Argerich. (HD)

Bones Se rial killer 
case.

This Is Us “Pi lot”
(HD)

(:18) Search (:10) “Eddie the
Ea gle” (‘16) Un -
der dog com -
petes.

In side the NFL
(HD):30 O’Neals (:45) Search Walk Prank

9 PM O’Neals Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Col lege Foot ball 
“2016 Mo tel 6
Cac tus Bowl”
Boise State vs
Baylor (Live)
(HD)

(:12) Search Shooter “Dan ger
Close”

Un der cover aac “Lady in
the Wa ter” (‘06) 
(HD)

Tony Rob erts:
Motorcity:30 O’Neals (:39) Search Liv Maddie

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal (:06) Search (:01) In cor po -
rated

Best Frnds Box ing’s In side the NFL
(HD):30 (:35) Jimmy

Kimmel (HD)
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

(:33) Search Stuck Mid. Box ing’s Best of
2016

(:50) “I Spy”
(‘02) A sto len
air plane. (HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Search Law & Or der:

SVU “911"
Girl World “Ca sino

Royale” (‘06):30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Search Austn/Ally “Bril liant”

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 28, 2016
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
West Vir ginia vs
Mi ami (Live)
(HD)

Search NCIS “Cres cent
City” (HD)

Un der cover “Big Fat Greek
2” (‘16)

(5:20) “Kram-
pus” (‘15)

Home land “Achil -
les Heel”:30 Search Un der cover

7 PM Goldbergs Un der cover
Boss (HD)

Pregame Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

(:57) Search NCIS Copy cat
killer. (HD)

aac “Wimpy
Kid: Rodrick
Rules” (‘11)

(:10) aaa

“Hail, Caesar!”
(‘16) Stu dio
prob lems. (HD)

aaa “Crim -
son Tide” (‘95)
On the brink of
war. (R) (HD)

Home land
“Crossfire” (HD):30 Speech less Col lege Foot ball 

“2016 Fos ter
Farms Bowl” In -
di ana Hoo siers
vs Utah Utes
(Live) (HD)

(:24) Search

8 PM Mod Fam ily MacGyver
“Wrench” (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU (HD)

Col lege Foot ball 
“2016 AdvoCare 
V100 Texas
Bowl” Texas
A&M vs Kan sas
State (Live) (HD)

(:18) Search NCIS “Page Not
Found”

Home land (HD)

:30 black-ish A. Tribeca Un der cover

9 PM Match Game
(HD)

Crim i nal Minds
(HD)

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

A. Tribeca NCIS “Al leged”
(HD)

Liv Maddie Real Sports -
Gumbel

“Amer i can
Gang ster” (‘07)
De tec tive pur -
sues drug king -
pin. (HD)

Home land “The
Vest” (HD):30 A. Tribeca Best Frnds

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal A. Tribeca Mod Fam ily Stuck Mid. Fight Game Home land “Ma -
rine One”
Carrie’s state.:30 (:35) Jimmy

Kimmel (HD)
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

A. Tribeca Mod Fam ily (:50) Mickey Box ing’s

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams A. Tribeca Mod Fam ily Girl World Box ing’s Best of
2016:30 Night line (:37) Corden Late Night Sports (HD) A. Tribeca Mod Fam ily Austn/Ally “Car nal” “For saken”

SUNDAY
7:00pm

ABC Beauty and the Beast aaa (1991,
Fan tasy) Giulliana Succine, Robby Benson. A
young woman of fers to be come the cap tive of
a ter ri fy ing beast-man in ex change for her fa -
ther’s con tin ued free dom and learns about the 
crea ture’s back story. G (HD)

9:00pm
SHOW South paw aaac (2015, Drama) Jake
Gyllenhaal, Ra chel McAdams. A once-suc -
cess ful boxer, who loses his home and daugh -
ter af ter abus ing al co hol and pre scrip tion
drugs, gets help to re vive his ca reer and re gain
his fam ily. R (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

SHOW Mi chael Jack son’s Jour ney from
Mo town to Off the Wall aaa (2016, Doc u -
men tary) A com pel ling doc u ment into the evo -
lu tion of iconic pop singer Mi chael Jack son
pro vides in sight into the en dur ing im pact of his
in flu en tial al bum “Off the Wall.” NR TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
ABC Rudolph’s Shiny New Year aaa

(1976, Hol i day) Red Skelton, Frank Gorshin.
Fa ther Time sends Rudolph on a quest
through time to find Happy, the Baby New
Year, be fore a vul ture can reach him and pre -
vent the new year from be gin ning. NR TV G

7:00pm
NBC The Wall “John and An gel” By cor rectly
an swer ing a se ries of ques tions, two con tes -
tants are given the op por tu nity to work to -
gether to win more than $12 mil lion or risk
los ing it all. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
CBS The 39th An nual Ken nedy Cen ter
Hon ors Pi a nist Mar tha Argerich, mu sic group
Ea gles, “The God fa ther” ac tor Al Pacino, mu -
si cian Mavis Sta ples and mu si cian James Tay -
lor are rec og nized. TVPG (HD)

TUESDAY

7:30pm
FOX Col lege Foot ball “2016 Fos ter Farms
Bowl” In di ana is mak ing back-to-back bowls
for the first time since 1991; Kyle Whittingham
has the high est bowl win ning per cent age in
col lege foot ball his tory at 9-1. (HD)

8:00pm
ESPN Col lege Foot ball “2016 AdvoCare
V100 Texas Bowl” Texas A&M makes its
eighth-straight bowl ap pear ance, set ting a
school re cord; Bill Snyder makes his 18th
bowl game as coach of Kan sas State, go ing
7-10. (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY DECEMBER 25, 2016
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM NBA (Live) 60 Min utes (HD) Bob’s Brgr Foot ball Amer ica
(Live) (HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

“A Christ mas
Story” (‘83)

(5:30) “Ty ler
Perry’s
Madea’s Wit -
ness Pro tec -
tion” (‘12)

Liv Maddie “Na tional” “The Lon gest
Ride” (‘15)

The Af fair A ter ri -
fy ing event.:30 Postgame Bob’s Brgr Liv Maddie (:25) “My Big

Fat Greek Wed -
ding 2” (‘16)7 PM “Beauty and

the Beast” (‘91) 
A mon ster’s cap -
tive. (HD)

I Love Lucy
Christ mas (HD)

Simp sons Sunday Night
Foot ball Den ver
Bron cos at Kan -
sas City Chiefs
from Ar row head
Sta dium (Live)
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Min ne sota vs
Oklahoma City
(Live) (HD)

“Trans form ers”
(‘07, Ac tion)
Shia LaBeouf.
Ro bots bring an -
cient bat tle to
Earth. (HD)

“Good Luck
Char lie, It’s
Christ mas!”

“The Wa ter Di -
viner” (‘14) Man 
looks for sons in 
Tur key.

The Af fair (HD)

:30 Son of Zorn

8 PM Madam Sec re -
tary (HD)

Fam ily Guy “Ty ler Perry’s A 
Madea Christ -
mas” (‘13)

aaa “Hail,
Caesar!” (‘16)
Stu dio prob -
lems. (PG-13)
(HD)

The Af fair Block
Is land. (HD):30 Last Man Liv Maddie

9 PM Speech less MacGyver “Tooth -
pick” (HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal pro gram -
ming in for ma -
tion.

Girl World “A Beau ti ful
Mind” (‘02,
Drama) Ill math -
e ma ti cian. (HD)

“South paw”
(‘15) Boxer gets
help to re vive
ca reer. (HD)

:30 black-ish NBA Bas ket ball
Los An geles
Clip pers at Los
An geles Lakers
(Live) (HD)

(:35) aaa

“The Pro posal”
(‘09) A boss
mar ries to avoid
de por ta tion.

Un der cover

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Search Party Bizaardvark “Any Given
Sunday” (‘99)
Hot shot player
has sles coach.

:30 Lo cal Search Party MECH-X4

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC
(HD)

Peo ple (HD) Aus tin & Ally aa “Term Life”
On the run.

Shame less A new 
scheme.:30 Peo ple (HD) Jessie (HD)

At-A-Glance FloraDoodle 
Large Desk Calendar
AAGD189704
Reg. $16.59 Ea.
SALE $12.65 Ea.

Home Office: 800-524-7911
Fax: 618-833-5813

Order Online at www.reppertsales.com

Business Source Sm./Med  
Binder Clips
BSN65369
Reg. $4.00 Pk.
SALE $1.99 Pk.

Bright Air Scented Oil
Air Freshener
BRI900022
Reg. $7.21 Ea.
SALE $4.99 Ea.

Band performs at Christmas program
Dongola School presented its annual Christmas program and art show on Tuesday, Dec. 13. Students 

in elementary school, junior high school and high school performed to a packed house in the high 
school gymnasium. The band performed festive holiday music. The program was directed by Rebecca 
Gray. Photo by Lindsey Rae Vaughn.

Pierce first president
to place Christmas
tree in White House

People may put up a 
Christmas tree every year, 
but few are aware of their 
history and significance. 

University of Illinois 
Extension educator Ron 
Wolford shares some infor-
mation about the history of 
the Christmas tree.

In 1856, Franklin Pierce, 
the 14th president of the 
United States, was the first 
president to place a Christ-
mas tree in the White House.

Thomas Edison’s assis-
tant, Edward Johnson, came 
up with the idea of electric 
lights for Christmas trees in 
1882. Christmas tree lights 
were first mass-produced 
in 1890.

The tradition of an offi-
cial Chicago Christmas tree 
was initiated in 1913 when 
one was lit by Mayor Carter 
H. Harrison in Grant Park.

From 1887 to 1933, a 
fishing schooner called the 
“Christmas Ship” would 
tie up at the Clark Street 
Bridge in Chicago and sell 
Michigan spruce trees to 
Chicagoans.

Since 1971, the Province 
of Nova Scotia in Canada 
has presented the Boston 
Christmas tree to the people 
of Boston. The tree is a gift 
of thanks for relief supplies 
received from Boston after 

the explosion of a ship in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia Har-
bor. Part of the city was 
leveled, killing and injuring 
thousands.

In 1979, the national 
Christmas tree was not lit, 
except for the top ornament. 
This was done to honor 
American hostages in Iran.

Christmas trees are 
grown in all 50 states and 
Canada.

The average growing 
time for a Christmas tree is 
seven years.

Between 25 million and 
30 million live Christmas 
trees are sold in the United 
States each year.

Approximately 350 mil-
lion Christmas trees are 
growing on tree farms in the 
United States.

Food drive
successful

Shawnee Community 
College focuses on giving 
back to the community, es-
pecially around the holiday 
season. 

Shawnee Community 
College’s Social Work 
Club and Phi Theta Kappa 
teamed up in a food drive, 
which collected more than 
150 canned goods to be do-
nated to local food pantries. 

Extension plans to offer small farms webinars
Even in the dead of 

winter, it’s possible to 
learn how to raise straw-
berries, microgreens and 
cut flowers.

“Your fields and gar-
dens may be snowed over, 
but it is the perfect time 
to develop your skills in 
small farming and local 
food production,” says 
Andy Larson, a University 
of Illinois Extension local 
food systems and small 
farms educator.

University of Illinois 
Extension once again plans 
to host a small farms winter 
webinar series featuring 
practical, lunch-hour pre-
sentations on small farm 
enterprises and strategies. 

Those who want to par-
ticipate can log  in every 
Thursday at noon, from 
Jan. 19 through March 30. 

“Because farm life is 
seldom convenient during 
the colder months, it’s nice 
to have these down-to-
earth learning opportunities 
available right at your fin-
gertips. No gloves or long 
johns required,” says Lar-
son, who will be providing 

a lesson on growing hobby 
farms into businesses.  

“Winter is great for 
planning your next grow-
ing season, so let’s talk 
about ways you can im-
prove or diversify your 
small farm.”

The winter webinar se-
ries is scheduled to include 
presentations on buying 
quality hay, rejuvenating 
old fruit trees, mite prob-
lems in honeybees, plan-
ning windbreaks, mulching 
vegetables, soil manage-
ment in high tunnels and 
new food safety rules. 

Each hour-long webinar 
will be presented by an 

Extension educator. Webi-
nars will also be recorded 
and archived for future 
viewing.

Registration is free. 
Sign up for one or all we-
binars is available at http://
go.aces.illinois.edu/win-
terwebinars2017. 

Registrants will be sent 
a webinar reminder, log-on 
instructions and instruc-
tions on how to access the 
archived recording. 

Those who do not have 
broadband internet capable 
of streaming video can call 
a local Extension office to 
see if live viewing will be 
available.

Emersyn Crabtree
born on Dec. 5

Emersyn Ruth Crab-
tree was born at 4:54 p.m. 
on Dec. 5, 2016, at Saint 
Francis Medical Center’s 
Family BirthPlace in Cape 
Girardeau.

Emersyn weighed 7 
pounds, 3 ounces, and was 
18 1/2 inches long.

Emersyn’s parents are 
Megan and Caleb Crab-
tree of Anna. She has one 
brother.

Paternal grandparents 
are Lyn and Paula Crabtree 
of Anna.

Holiday
closings set

Illinois Secretary of 
State offices and facilities 
open Monday to Friday are 
scheduled to be closed Fri-
day, Dec. 23, and Monday, 
Dec. 26, in observance of 
Christmas.

Facilities open Tuesday 
to Saturday are scheduled 
to be closed Saturday, Dec. 
24, and Tuesday, Dec. 27.

All Monday through 
Friday driver services fa-
cilities are scheduld to 
be open for business on 
Tuesday, Dec. 27. Tuesday 
through Saturday facilities 
are scheduled to be open 
Wednesday, Dec. 28.
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Opinion 
and 

Commentary

Please read this. . .             by Geof Skinner

Merry Christmas
Just as promised, this week you get to see some of my favorite critter pics from 2016. I've been saving up 

all kinds of photographs for the past 12 months. I had something like a million images, but these were some 
of my favorites. Hope you enjoy them. Next week, you'll get to see some of my favorite squirrel pictures. Stay 
tuned. Oh, I hope you have a very happy Christmas.

April 8: Kitty was taking a nap and didn't even notice when the picture was taken.

June 22: A woodchuck, AKA a groundhog, peeked through some grass, and then disappeared

January 17: Technically, Fredbird is not a critter, at least 
not in the true sense of the word. He's really friendly, though.

April 13: A bird, way up high, atop a 
church steeple, caught my eye, and was 
kind enough to stay long enough for a 
picture.

February 16: A cardinal (not 
Fredbird) comes in for a landing.

June 22: A face that only a mother could love...this snapping turtle was discovered in a rather unex-
pected place, and was kind enough to pose for a whole bunch of pictures.

Christmas nativity
A nativity set was seen at the First Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church in Anna. 

Reflecting on the season
As the celebration of Christmas draws near, 

we take this opportunity to reflect on the mes-
sage of the season as shared in the Gospel of 
Luke:

Now at this time Caesar Augustus issued a 
decree for a census of the whole world to be 
taken. This census, the first, took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone 
went to his own town to be registered.

So Joseph set out from the town of Naza-
reth in Galilee and traveled up to Judaea, to 
the town of David called Bethlehem, since he 
was of David's House and line, in order to be 
registered together with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child.

While they were there the time came for her 
to have her child, and she gave birth to a son, 
her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger because 
there was no room for them at the inn.

In the countryside close by there were 
shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in 
turns to watch their flocks during the night.

The angel of the Lord appeared to them and 
the glory of the Lord shone round them. They 
were terrified, but the angel said, "Do not be 
afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a 
joy to be shared by the whole people. 

"Today in the town of David a saviour has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And 
here is a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.

"And suddenly with the angel there was a 
great throng of the heavenly host, praising God 
and singing:

"'Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace to men who enjoy his favor.'"

Merry Christmas

Letter to the editor
A special gift

To the editor,
Each day, I watch as staff members at the Choate 

Center come to work with the goal of offering more 
than the duties of a job, but a little bit of family for 
some people who truly have no other family. My 
coworkers bring in food, clothing or treats and often 
spend extra time to bring confort and joy to those they 
care for.

It was with true joy to me on Dec. 8 when a friend 
from our community met me at the center with a 
substantial gift, saying, "Christ took care of the most 
meek and vulnerable, and this is for you to use for 
the people you serve, because we know of none more 
meek and vulnerable." I asked my friend if I could 
offer a receipt for the gift, to which she smiled and 
replied: "This is from God."

Before she left, she offered to pray. She prayed for 
our patients, our residents, our staff and our families. 
She thanked God for all that he provides. As the tears 
rolled down my face, I thanked God for people like 
her.

Thank you for your kindness, your generosity and 
your prayers.

Sincerely, Chris Wells, Business Administrator, 
Choate Mental Health and Developmental Center, 
Anna
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