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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Special presentation
The Union County CEO class of 2021 gave $500 to Collin Cain, who provides the Wounded Warrior 

hunting experience at Grassy Lake Hunting Club at Ware. From left are Tim Coop, southeast United 
States regional director of the Wounded Warrior Project; Collin Cain, owner of Grassy Lake Hunting 
Club; Will Hunter of the 2021 Union County CEO class; and current CEO team members Camden Hodges, 
Kyle Hall, Hunter Boyd, Luke Lasley and Madi Hawk. Union County CEO photo. 

Another special experi-
ence happened for four 
CEO students and an alum-
nus last week – an oppor-
tunity to meet 16 Wounded 
Warriors, their hunting 
guides and other people 
involved in the annual wa-
terfowl hunt at Grassy Lake 
Hunting Club at Ware.

Encouraged  by  the 
phrase, “Successful People 
Give Back,” the class of 
2021 voted to give $500 of 
their class business profit 
to the Davie School Inn 
in Anna, which hosts the 
group for overnight and 
provides breakfast, and 
$500 to Collin Cain, who 
provides the hunting expe-
rience.  

The Wounded Warriors 
waterfowl hunt originated 
12 years ago after Collin 
Cain, the owner of Grassy 
Lake Hunting Club, ob-
served many injured sol-
diers who needed an out-
reach in order to heal both 
physically and spiritually. 
The result was the annual 
duck hunt for Wounded 
Warriors. 

Cain suggested that the 
students hold the money 
until the actual hunt and that 
those available should join 
in the noon meal and meet 
some of the people they are 
helping. January 3, 2022, 
was that day.

CEO alumnus Will Hal-
ter, ROTC while attending 
John A. Logan College in 
Carterville, accompanied 
by current students Madi 
Hawk, Kyle Hall, Camden 
Hodges, Luke Lasley and 

Hunter Boyd, enjoyed a 
meal provided by SIEC 
featuring ribs by Ray Crane 
and squirrel dumplings and 
duck dressing by Anita and 
Mike Stone.

The students mixed in 
with the veterans and heard 
some interesting stories.  

Hunter Boyd and Luke 
Lasley shared that they 
were sitting by a man who 
had served seven tours in 
Afghanistan, Egypt and 
Iraq and had worked at the 
Pentagon.  

They later learned that 
it was Retired Rick Rife, 
deputy commanding gen-
eral of the 101st Airborne 
Division of the Army (Air 
Assault).

Following the meal and 
before the men returned to 
the duck hunt, Gary Adams, 
former test pilot, who after 
his military assignment 
now works as a Department 
of Defense, DOD, civilian 
responsible for the execu-
tion of U.S. Army Aviation 
maintenance with 1,600 
DOD employees and con-
tractors, called the group 
to order.  

At that time, Gary intro-
duced the CEO students to 
the group.   

Will led the group so 
that each student had a 
turn to tell a little about the 
program.  

Then Will presented a 
check to Collin Cain, who, 

in turn, presented it to Tim 
Coop, retired from Fort 
Campbell, now Wounded 
Warrior alumni manager 
and director of the Wound-
ed Warrior Project for all of 
the southeast United States.  

Gary Adams then sur-
prised the students with a 
flag from the 101st Airborne 
Division, The Screaming 
Eagles. 

In class that morning, the 
students had been reminded 
of the gratitude the program 
owes to Collin Cain.  

In order to even start the 
program in 2015, the group 
trying to bring CEO to 
Union County, led by Alan 
Eddington of the Union 
County Economic Develop-

ment Corporation, had to 
raise $30,000 for training 
and materials.    

After receiving many 
donations of $500 to $2,000 
from several local busi-
nesses, the organizers were 
still $10,000 short.  

His late father, Gerald 
Cain, and Collin gave that 
final $10,000, and Collin 
has continued to be a yearly 
investor and provides the 
home base to start each 
year. Successful people 
give back.

(Editor’s note: This ar-
ticle and accompanying 
photograph were shared 
by the Union County CEO 
program.)

1.5 inches of snow accompanied by bitter cold

Special experience: CEO students meet Wounded Warriors

A Union County Sher-
iff ’s Office Deputy and 
three other local first re-
sponders who assisted her, 
have been credited with 
life-saving actions follow-
ing a traffic accident last 
weekend.

The accident happened 
at about 12:49 a.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 9, along Aldridge Road 
near Cobden.

The accident involved a 
passenger car. The driver, 
a 23-year-old man, was 
reported to have lost control 
of the car, which ran off the 
road, went into a ditch filled 
with frigid water and landed 
upside down.

Union County Sher-
iff’s Office Deputy Jessica 
Bridges responded to the 
scene.

Union County Sheriff 
Dale Foster shared an ac-
count of the deputy’s ac-
tions.

Deputy Bridges waded 
into frigid, rushing water 
with air temperatures in the 
30s to assist the driver, who 
was trapped in his vehicle.

While in the cold water 
and thick mud, Deputy 
Bridges broke the vehicle’s 
window out and held the 
driver’s head out of the 
water until she could be as-
sisted in pulling the driver 
from the vehicle.

The deputy was assist-
ed by Jonesboro Police 
Department Officer Jesse 
Vicente and Cobden Fire 
Department firefighters LJ 
Hackethal and Alex Sellers.

All of the first responders 
were credited with perform-
ing in an exemplary fash-
ion, worthy of recognition.

The driver was transport-
ed to an area hospital for 
treatment of hypothermia.

Deputy, first responders
credited with life-saving
actions following accident

Snow in the afternoon
A school bus and other vehicles were driving along North Main Street in 

Jonesboro Thursday afternoon, Jan. 6.

Light snow and bitter 
cold temperatures were re-
corded late last week in the 
region, including the Union 
County area.

Local weather observer 
Dana Cross recorded 1.5 
inches of snow on Thurs-
day, Jan. 6.

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 27 degrees 
to a low of 13 on Jan. 6. On 
Jan. 7, the high was 23 after 
a low of 7.

Parts of Southern Illinois, 
Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky were 
under a winter weather ad-
visory for much of the day 
on Thursday, Jan. 6.

The advisory was issued 
by the National Weather 

Service office in Paducah.
Total snow accumula-

tions of 1 to 3 inches were 
possible during the day, 
with the highest amounts 
expected in Western Ken-
tucky.

In issuing the advisory, 
the weather service ad-
vised the region’s residents 
to “plan on slippery road 
conditions” which could 
impact their morning com-
mute on Jan. 6.

Early in the afternoon on 
Jan. 6, the weather service 
also alerted the region’s 
residents about very cold 
temperatures which were 
in the forecast.

The weather service ad-
vised that as the sky cleared 

last Thursday, tempera-
tures would drop to lows 
in the single digits in most 
areas to just above 10 de-
grees toward the Missouri 
Bootheel.

“Combined with north, 
northwest winds 5 to 10 
mph, minimum wind chill 
temperatures should bottom 
out from the single digits to 

a few degrees below zero, 
making for a very cold 
start to the day Friday,” the 
weather service advised.

The weather service also 
advised motorists to be 
alert for “black ice” on area 
roadways.

“The very cold tempera-
tures will cause moisture 
on area roadways to freeze 

up into black ice, resulting 
in very slick and hazardous 
driving conditions,” the 
weather service cautioned.

The bad weather led local 
schools to cancel classes on 
Friday, Jan. 7. 

The weather service of-
fered an overview of the 
Jan. 6 snow event:

(continued on page 2)

A cardinal was doing its 
best to stay warm on a cold 
afternoon last Sunday in 
Union County.

***
Candidates can begin to 

circulate nominating peti-
tions for the 2022 primary 
election Thursday, today.

*** 
Shawnee Community 

College planned to host free 
COVID-19 vaccination/
booster clinics on Monday 
at Shawnee’s main campus 
near Ullin and on Tuesday 
at the college’s extension 
center in Anna. The clin-
ics were open to Shawnee 
Community College stu-
dents and employees, as 
well as the public. The clin-
ics were being offered in 
partnership with the Illinois 
Emergency Management 
Agency and the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health.

*** 
Anna School District No. 

37 posted the following 
message on social media 
Jan. 6: “Due to the likeli-
hood of precipitation re-
freezing overnight and the 
number of students and 
staff absent with COVID, 
close contact exclusions, 
and other illnesses, Dis-
trict No. 37 will be have 
an e-learning day Friday, 
January 7, 2022.”

***
The science department 

at Shawnee Community 
College has acquired a new 
tool called The Anatom-
age Table. The Anatomage 
Table is a technologically 
advanced 3D anatomy vi-
sualization system which 
is used by medical schools 
and other institutions for 
anatomy and physiology 
education.

(continued on page 2)
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News Notes
(continued from page 1)

The National Association 
of State 911 Administrators 
recently issued an alert that 
older phones may cease 
operating early in 2022 
due to the retirement of 3G 
networks and support for 
phones using 3G service. 
This may include other 
devices that use 3G connec-
tivity, such as some medical 
alert devices, tables, smart 
watches and home security 
systems.

***
The Illinois Department 

of Transportation was con-
ducting tree trimming work 
Tuesday on the hill between 
Anna and Jonesboro. Traf-
fic was reduced by a lane in 
the work area.

***
A public hearing for a 

water/sewer bond issue is 
slated to be the first matter 
of business at an Anna City 
Council meeting set for 
Tuesday, Jan. 18. The meet-
ing is scheduled to begin at 
5 p.m. at Anna City Hall.

***
The Village of Alto Pass 

is planning to issue sewer-
age system revenue bonds 
in an amount not to exceed 
$810,000.

***
The  Ris ing  Up for 

Change Coalition is plan-
ning to have a Zoom meet-
ing Monday afternoon, 
Jan. 24.

***
Civil War Weekend ac-

tivities are planned Feb. 
25-27 at the Shawnee Hills 
Arts Council’s Anna Arts 
Center.

***
Performances of the mu-

sical “The Fantasticks” are 
scheduled Feb. 18-20 at the 
Anna Arts Center.

A flood warning is in 
effect until early Thursday 
morning (today) for the 
Ohio River at Cairo.

***
Crain Funeral Home 

& Cremation Service an-
nounced an expansion on 
its website – Crawshaw 
Funeral Home has been 
welcomed to the Crain fam-
ily of funeral homes.

***
Routine business was re-

ported at last week’s Jones-
boro City Council meeting.

***
Thompsonville Commu-

nity School District No. 174 
posted a message on social 
media thanking the Shaw-
nee High School cheerlead-
ers “for their wonderful 
example of sportmanship 
and leadership.”

***
The First Presbyterian 

Church in Cobden is seek-
ing a full-/part-time min-
ister.

***
Changes may be coming 

to the operation of God-
dard’s Barn and Grill in 
Anna.

***
Stinson Memorial Li-

brary in Anna was closed 
last Thursday and Friday 
due to the inclement weath-
er.

***
A virtual family story 

time with Miss Beth is 
being offered by Stinson 
Memorial Library at 3:30 
p.m. on Wednesdays. The 
first story time was planned 
on Jan. 12.

***
Dinosaurs have been 

visiting Stinson Memorial 
Library.

Weather
1.5 inches of snow,
low of 7 degrees

Snow and bitter cold 
highlighted the Union 
County area’s weather dur-
ing the period of Jan. 4-10.

Precipitation recorded 
during the period included 
.01 of an inch of rain on 
Jan. 4, 1.5 inches of snow 
on Jan. 6 and .39 of an inch 
of rain on Jan. 10.

Temperatures during the 
period ranged from a high 
of 48 degrees to a low of 7.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Monday, Jan. 3            33 20
Tuesday, Jan. 4            38 21
Wednesday, Jan. 5       44 27
Thursday, Jan. 6          27 13
Friday, Jan. 7               23   7
Saturday, Jan. 8           46 15
Sunday, Jan. 9              48 23
Monday, Jan. 10          41 16

(continued from page 1)
An upper level wave in-

tensified as it moved into 
the Ohio Valley region. 

Temperatures had already 
fallen well below freezing 
ahead of it, due to a cold 
front sweeping through the 
region the day before. 

Dry air in the low levels 
quickly saturated and snow 
rapidly developed during 

the early to mid morning 
on Jan. 6. 

Temperatures in the up-
per teens to lower 20s al-
lowed snow ratios to be 
higher than normal, result-
ing in a dry fluffy snow. 

These cold temperatures 
also allowed snow to quick-
ly accumulate on all sur-
faces including area roads. 

Shortly after 8 a.m., near-
ly 25 semi trailers were 
reported off the road along 
I-55 in New Madrid Coun-
ty, Missouri. 

Snowfall rates of 1 inch 
per hour occurred across 
Western Kentucky during 
the morning and early af-
ternoon. 

The snow ended from 
west to east through the 
afternoon, exiting the re-
gion’s far eastern counties 
by 5 p.m.

Snowfall totals were 
highest across Western 
Kentucky, where amounts 
ranged from 3 to 6 inches. 

Amounts tapered off far-
ther north and west, with 
1 to 2 inches common in 
Southeast Missouri and 
along and south of Route 13 
in Southern Illinois. 

The official snowfall to-
tal in Paducah was 3.6 
inches.

The highest amount of 
snow in the weather ser-
vice’s Paducah office fore-
cast area was 6.5 inches 
near Central City, Ky.

Snow, bitter cold

Drug bust reported in Union County
One person was in custody and multiple items were seized as evidence 

as the result of a drug bust which occurred Monday in Union County. Union 
County Sheriff Dale Foster, left, reported that the bust occurred in connection 
with a search warrant which was being served at a mobile home near Wolf 
Lake. The search warrant was being served by Union County Sheriff’s Office 
Deputy Cody Gwaltney, right. The sheriff said a male subject who lived at the 
residence was taken into custody without incident and faces multiple charges. 
The suspect was transported to the Jackson County Jail in Murphysboro. 
The sheriff’s office seized numerous items, including marijuana plants, drug 
paraphernalia, grow lights and a sawed-off shotgun.  

Sheriff issues
activity report

Union County Sheriff 
Dale Foster has released 
a Union County Sheriff’s 
Office activity report for the 
month of December.

Highlights from the re-
port follow:

24 traffic citations issued. 
One citation for driving 
under the influence issued.

Nine drug-related charg-
es. Seven thefts. Four resi-
dential burglaries.

Six warrants served. Two 
domestic battery arrests. 
One criminal damage to 
property report. 

Four citations for opera-
tion of an uninsured motor 
vehicle. Two arrests for 
battery. 76 911 calls. 467 
total reports taken.

The Anna Police Depart-
ment recorded more than 
5,000 calls to service dur-
ing 2021.

Anna Police Chief Bryan 
Watkins has released a re-
view of statistics recorded 
by the Anna Police Depart-
ment for the year 2021, and 
for the final three months of 
the year.

Watkins credited the de-
partment’s police officers 
“for the hard work they 
continually do, even with-
out asking them to do it.”

The Anna police chief 
also praised his officers “for 
their professionalism and 
dedication to the job.”

“I am very thankful for 
my employees, because 
they make my job easy,” 
Watkins stated. 

“Policing is not an easy 
task, but the hard work my 
officers put forth every day 
is what helps keep our com-
munity safe.”

The police chief shared 
the following statistics:

For the Year 2021
5,092 calls to service. 

387 criminal misdemeanor/
felony arrests. 76 warrant 
arrests. 1,389 officer initi-
ated calls. 1,086 warning 
tickets. 301 traffic citations. 
75 ordinance citations.

December 2021
462 calls to service. 30 

criminal misdemeanor/
felony arrests. Six warrant 
arrests. 129 officer initiated 
calls. 102 warning tickets. 
28 traffic citations. Three 
ordinance citations.

November 2021
409 calls to service. 14 

criminal misdemeanor/fel-
ony awards. Two warrrant 
arrests. 113 officer initiated 
calls. 82 warning tickets. 
30 traffic citations. Three 
ordinance citations.

October 2021
446 calls to service. 53 

criminal misdemeanor/fel-
ony arrests. Eight warrant 
arrests. 118 officer initiated 
calls. 79 warning tickets. 
27 traffic citations. One 
ordinance citation.

Anna police
chief issues
activity report

Chamber,
economic
development
event slated

A Winter Wonder Glam 
hosted by the Union County 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Economic Development is 
scheduled Saturday, Jan. 
29.

Winter Wonder Glam 
will be at Havisham House 
in Alto Pass.

A social hour begins at 5 
p.m. Dinner will be served 
at 6 p.m. The dinner will be 
catered by The Kitchen on 
Lafayette in Anna.

The evening also will 
feature an annual presenta-
tion of chamber awards, a 
live auction, a 50/50 raffle 
and live music by The In-
tention.

Ticket prices are: $45 
per member; $55 per non-
member; $85 per couple 
member; $105 per couple 
non-member; $300 for a 
table of eight, member; 
$380 for a table of eight, 
non-member.

More information is 
available online by visit-
ing www.unioncounty.biz/
dinner. 

Those who want to attend 
are asked to order tickets by 
Jan. 21.

The sponsors noted in a 
message posted on social 
media that “in the event of 
cancellation due to circum-
stances out of our control, 
there are no refunds and no 
rain date.”
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Retired U.S. Air Force colonel

Dona Lovejoy Hanley honored
as 2021-2022 Shawnee’s Best

Col. Dona Lovejoy
Hanley (retired)

The Shawnee Community 
Unit School District No. 
84 Board of Education has 
selected Col. Dona Lovejoy 
Hanley (retired) as the 2021-
2022 Shawnee’s Best award 
recipient. 

The school district plans 
to honor Col. Hanley during 
homecoming, which is 
scheduled Saturday, Jan. 15.

District 84 congratulates 
Col. Hanley for her outstand-
ing achievements beyond 
high school and being se-
lected as one of “Shawnee’s 
Best!”

The school district shared 
the following biography of 
Col. Hanley:

Dona took a path less trav-
eled after graduating from 
Shawnee High School in 
Wolf Lake in 1975.  

After completing three 
semesters of college, Dona 
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force 
in September 1976 and en-
tered basic training in Feb-
ruary 1977.  

At that time, under 8 per-
cent of the personnel in the 
Air Force were women.

The Air Force selected her 
to become a geodetic survey-
or (one of only a handful of 
women in this career field at 
the time).  

She did not accept the 
status quo, even as an airman 
new to the service.  

During training, she quick-
ly recognized that the female 
uniform at the time (dark blue 
slacks and low quarter shoes) 
were not adequate to perform 
the job which required recon-
naissance in heavily wooded 
areas at times.  

She was instrumental in 
getting women in the career 
field the same uniform (fa-
tigues and combat boots) as 
their male counterparts. 

Graduates at Top of 
Class

Dona completed her bach-
elor of science degree in 
human resources manage-
ment, during off duty time 
graduating at the top of her 
class in 1980.  

She married Air Force 
Lt. Arthur Hanley in her 
hometown of Grand Tower 
in December of 1980.  

She was commissioned in 
1982 through Officer Train-
ing School. She attended 
basic communications-elec-
tronics training and became 
a communications-computer 
officer.  

As a young lieutenant, she 
led over 100 people in eight 
telecommunications centers 
and two telephone switch-
boards at Ramstein Air Base, 
Germany.  

She was responsible for 
installing a new state of the 
art digital switchboard (first 
of its kind) while there. 

Made Captain, Moved to 
NATO Headquarters 

Dona made captain (in 
February 1986) and moved to 
Headquarters North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, NATO, 
in Brussels, Belgium, where 
she served as executive offi-
cer for a Norwegian, then a 
German, general.  

During her off duty time, 
she completed her master of 
science in business adminis-
tration degree from a Boston 
University off-site campus in 
Brussels, Belgium.  

She quickly learned how 
to work with all branches 
of service, civilians and all 
the nations of NATO to get 
things accomplished, which 
she says was a true lesson 
in human behavior and psy-
chology.

Led Logistics Support
While stationed at the 

Communications Systems 
Program Office at Scott Air 
Force Base in Illinois, she led 
logistics support for contracts 
implementing a $1 billion 
telecommunications mod-
ernization program of over 
150 Air Force, Army, Navy, 
Department of Defense, Air 
Force Reserve and Air Na-
tional Guard locations.  

She became acquisition 
certified in program manage-
ment, communications-com-
puter systems and acquisi-
tion logistics (a secondary 
career field).  

She also furthered her 
academic knowledge in her 
primary field by complet-
ing advanced communica-
tions-electronics training. 

Promoted to Major
She was promoted to ma-

jor (April 1994) while sta-
tioned in Hawaii at HQ Pa-
cific Air Command, PACAF. 

She led PACAF’s red 
switch (secure voice) pro-
gram and developed the 
Command’s secure voice 
architecture.  

She was challenged by 
the commander PACAF, a 
four-star general, to install 
the first trans-Pacific secure 
(involving cryptographic 
components) video telecon-
ferencing system to connect 
him with the commanders 
of the Numbered Air Forces 
in Japan, Korea, Guam and 
Alaska.  

She worked diligently 
to get the latest technology 
available, conducted proof 
testing on theories and im-
plemented this futuristic task 
in minimum time and cost. 

Dona then completed Air 
Command and Staff College 
as a distinguished graduate 
prior to her assignment to 
the Pentagon Joint Staff 
as the executive officer to 
the Director for Command, 
Control, Communications 
and Computer (C4) Systems. 

Promoted to Lieutenant 
Colonel

Dona was promoted to 
lieutenant colonel (Sep-
tember 1998) one year be-
low-the-zone. A below-the-
zone promotion is reserved 
for only the top performers 
showing greatest potential.

Next, she was selected 
as a squadron commander 
with the 375th Communi-
cations Squadron at Scott 
Air Force Base in Illinois, 
where she was responsible 
for acquiring, operating and 
maintaining command, con-
trol, communications, visual 
information and air traffic 
control systems for major 
commands on base.  

She was responsible for 
$450 million in resources, 
an annual operating budget 

of $2 million and 240 people. 
 Dona was selected to 

attend The Industrial Col-
lege of the Armed Forces at 
Fort McNair in Washington, 
D.C., where she earned her 
second master’s degree, a 
master of science, national 
resource strategy.  

Selected for Colonel
She learned there that she 

was selected for colonel, this 
time two years below-the-
zone, BTZ.  

She was the youngest per-
son attending the college, an 
already elite selection pro-
cess consisting of all branch-
es of service, to be selected 
to colonel. Only 2 percent 
of Air Force personnel make 
colonel and a much smaller 
percentage make it BTZ.

 Dona pinned on colonel 
(August 2002) while at U.S. 
Transportation Command, 
C4 Directorate, at Scott Air 
Force Base.

She served as chief, Pro-
grams Division, and was 
responsible for planning 
and integration of all new 
communication-comput-
er systems supporting the 
command and later chief, 
Operations Division, and 
was responsible for day-to-
day operation, maintenance, 
architecture and security of 
computer networks of U.S. 
Transportation Command’s 
C4 systems.  

She retired from the Air 
Force in August 2004 at 47 
years of age.

Throughout her career she 
was known as the one to give 
the most challenging jobs to 
and they would get done and 
done right.  

She quickly resolved 
complex problems and was 
handpicked for many critical 
jobs. 

Proud of Those She Led, 
Mentored 

There are many things 
Dona was proud of in her 
career, but the most reward-
ing to her was watching 
those she led and mentored 
succeed beyond what they 
thought possible.  

She received numerous 
awards and decorations 
during her almost 28-year 
career, including the Defense 
Superior Service Medal.

Starting at the bottom as 
an Airman Basic and rising 
to the rank of colonel is a 
phenomenal accomplish-
ment not earned by many, 
especially women.  

After retirement, she and 
her husband retired to Lake 
of Egypt, near her hometown 
of Grand Tower.

She initially continued her 
education through world-
wide travel.  

Later she helped care for 
her grandmother and her fa-
ther as they battled illnesses 
until they passed on.  

Dona and Art celebrated 
their 41st anniversary in 
December 2021.  

She hopes to continue 
traveling in the future after 
the pandemic is more under 
control.

Nation’s blood supply reported
to be at dangerously low level

The nation’s blood supply 
has reached a dangerously 
low level.

On Jan. 10, the following 
statement was issued by 
AABB, America’s Blood 
Centers and the American 
Red Cross regarding the 
status of the nation’s blood 
supply:

As the blood community 
celebrates National Blood 
Donor Month this January, 
the nation’s blood supply 
remains at one of its lowest 
levels in recent years. 

In recent weeks, blood 
centers across the country 
have reported less than a 
one-day’s supply of blood of 
certain critical blood types – 
a dangerously low level. 

If the nation’s blood sup-
ply does not stabilize soon, 
life-saving blood may not be 
available for some patients 
when it is needed.

Today, the country con-
fronts new challenges as 
COVID-19 cases surge and 
winter storms threaten to fur-
ther disrupt the blood supply. 

As these concerns com-
pound, blood centers nation-
wide continue to face a de-
cline in donor turnout, blood 
drive cancellations, staffing 
challenges and donor eligi-
bility misinformation. Yet 
the need for blood remains 
constant.

Blood components have a 
short shelf life and the blood 
supply needs to be constant-
ly replenished. 

Blood can take up to three 
days to be tested, processed 
and made available for pa-
tients, so it’s the blood al-
ready on the shelves that 
helps save lives in an emer-
gency. 

In the United States, more 
than 16 million units of 
blood and blood products 
are transfused annually with 
more than 45,000 units need-
ed daily.

Blood donations are need-
ed now to avert the need to 
postpone potential lifesaving 
treatments. 

Some hospitals have al-
ready been forced to alter 
treatment for some patients 
or cancel some patient sur-
geries due to blood supply 
challenges.

AABB, America’s Blood 
Centers and the Ameri-

can Red Cross are joining 
together to urge eligible, 
healthy individuals to con-
tact their local blood center 
and make an appointment to 
donate blood today. 

We also ask local busi-
nesses to encourage their 
employees, including those 
working remotely, to find 
their local blood dona-
tion center and schedule 
an appointment to donate 
throughout 2022. 

Doing so is essential to 
maintaining the stability of 
the nation’s blood supply, 
which ensures life-saving 
medical treatments are avail-
able for patients. 

The blood community 
relies on the generosity of 
blood donors to help save 
lives throughout the year. 

Please contact one of the 
following organizations to 
find a local blood collection 
site and to schedule an ap-
pointment to donate:

AABB: www.aabb.org; 
1-301-907-6977.

America’s Blood Centers: 
www.americasblood.org; 
1-202-393-5725.

American Red Cross: 
www.RedCrossBlood.org; 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

Blood donation remains a 
safe way that eligible indi-
viduals can help save lives 
throughout the year. 

Individuals who have re-
ceived a COVID-19 vaccine 
currently authorized in the 
United States, including 
those manufactured by John-
son & Johnson, Moderna 
and Pfizer, are able to donate 
blood and platelets as long as 
they are symptom-free and 
feeling well at the time of 
donation. 

Blood collection orga-
nizations continue to adapt 
their safety protocols to align 
with local, state and federal 
guidance to ensure the safest 
possible experience for all 
donors, staff and blood drive 
hosts.

The blood community 
appreciates the patience of 
blood donors and blood drive 
hosts during this tumultuous 
time for our nation. 

If a donation appointment 
is not immediately available 
or a blood drive is moved for 
various scheduling reasons, 

please schedule for the next 
appointment; the need for 
blood continues to be sig-
nificant as the pandemic 
persists.

***
Information posted online 

by the American Red Cross 
showed two upcoming blood 
drives in Union County:

Feb. 10, noon to 6 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Anna.

Feb. 23, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School.

Out of caution,
governor began
to work remotely

Following close contact 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, with a 
state employee who tested 
positive for COVID-19, 
Gov. JB Pritzker began to 
work remotely out of an 
abundance of caution. 

Experts recommend lim-
iting contact after exposure 
if possible. 

With the Omicron variant 
spreading across the state, 
the governor was taking 
extra precautions to prevent 
the spread of the virus.

The governor tested 
negative for COVID-19 
as recently as Wednesday 
morning, Jan. 5, and is ful-
ly vaccinated and boosted 
against COVID-19. 

The state continues to 
urge residents stay home 
when sick or after close 
contact with someone with 
COVID-19.

The governor planned to 
to participate in meetings 
remotely through Sunday, 
Jan. 9.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Twitter
@GazetteDemocrat

or online at  
annanews.com

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat 
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Harrisburg
outscores
Wildcats

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball  team 
couldn’t hold an early lead 
in a hard-fought 54-47 loss 
to visiting Harrisburg Sat-
urday, Jan. 8.

A-J led after the first 
quarter. Harrisburg rallied 
to take a 23-14 lead at the 
end of the first half. The 
Bulldogs held on for the 
win.

Ethan Carter had 13 
points and 2 rebounds to 
lead A-J.

Dylan Harvel had 12 
points. Landon Trammel 
had 10 points and a re-
bound. Dawson Trammel 
had 7 points and 2 rebounds. 
Payton Denny had 3 points 
and 3 rebounds. 

Bryce Henry had 2 points 
and 6 rebounds. Evan Hall 
and Joey Sullivan each had 
a rebound.

The Wildcats were 15 of 
26 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 4 of 18  from 3-point 
range and 5 of 12 from the 
free throw line.

The Bulldogs were 14 of 
28 in shot attempts from the 
field, 3 of 13 from 3-point  
range and 17 of 27 from the 
charity stripe.

A-J is scheduled to host 
Nashville Friday, Jan. 14, 
and Vienna Saturday, Jan. 
15.

COVID impacts
Lady Wildcats

COVID-19 impacted the 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School girls’ 
basketball team last week.

The A-J girls missed two 
games due to COVID-19.

The Lady Wildcats’ 
game with Goreville on 
Thursday, Jan.  6,  and 
Murphysboro, Jan. 8, both 
were cancelled. Murphys-
boro also was dealing with 
COVID-19.

Plans call for both games 
to be rescheduled and 
played at a later date.

A-J is scheduled to play 
Thursday, today, at home 
against  Nashville.

A-J wrestlers compete
at Murdale Tournament

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
wrestling team competed 
at the Murdale Tourna-
ment at Carbondale Fri-
day, Jan. 7.

The Wildcats finished 
in 5th place in the 24-team 
event.

Caleb Mays, 145 pounds, 
led the way for A-J with a 
1st  place finish.

D r e w  S a d l e r ,  1 0 6 
pounds, finished 2nd. Brett 
Smith, 126 pounds, took 
4th. 

Z o e y  S a d l e r ,  1 1 3 
pounds, and Daniel Dover, 
120 pounds, both finished 
5th.

Appleknockers
top Elverado

T h e  C o b d e n  H i g h 
School boys’ basketball 
team pulled ahead early on 
its way to a 58-35 win over 
host Elverado Tuesday, 
Jan. 4.

Elliott Lowndes led Cob-
den with 21 points.

Tyler Franklin had 19  
points, Edwin Funes and 
Cooper Flamm 6 apiece,  
Brock Reynolds 4 and 
Drake Campbell 2. 

Cobden,  which  im-
proved to 10-5 overall, is 
scheduled to play Monday, 
Jan. 17, in the Egyptian 
Tournament. 

The Appleknockers were 
scheduled to play Harris-
burg and Hardin County 
earlier this week.

Dongola boys
host round
robin tourney

The  Dongo la  H igh 
School boys’ basketball 
team hosted a round robin 
Christmas tournament Dec. 
27-28.

Egyptian 72, Dongola 
44: The Pharaohs took an 
early lead on their way to 
the win Monday, Dec. 27.

Cameron Halphen led 
Dongola with 14 points. 
Blake Herren added 12 
points, Ryan Johnson 6, 
D.J. Higgins 5, James Ship-
ley 4, Cooper Hinkle 2 and 
Avery Kinslow 1.

Pope County 58, Don-
gola 17: Dongola fell be-
hind early in a game played 
Tuesday, Dec. 28. 

Halphen had 9 points to 
lead the Demons. Johnson 
added 5 points, Herren 2 
and Kinslow 1.

Joppa 55, Dongola 43: 
Dongola fell behind in the 
first quarter and couldn’t 
catch up in another game 
played Tuesday, Dec. 28.

Charlie Aden led Dongo-
la with 13 points. Halphen 
added 12 points, Johnson 
and Herren 8 each and 
Shipley 2.

Dongola is scheduled to 
play Saturday, Jan. 15, at 
Shawnee.

Drew Holshouser, 120 
pounds,  and Cameron 
Speary, 195 pounds, both 
finished 9th.

In other matches last 
week, A-J was at home 
Tuesday,  Jan .  4 ,  and 
topped Cape Girardeau 
Central 56-15 and Trico 
64-12.

On Wednesday, Jan. 5, 
the Wildcats competed 
at Cape Girardeau Notre 
Dame and won against the  
host team 50-30 and defeat-
ed St. Pius 68-6.

 A-J, 15-6 in dual match-
es, was scheduled to be in 
action early this week at 
West Frankfort.

CEO hosts holiday season Jingle and Mingle at Heritage House
The Union County CEO class ended 2021 with an open house which was attended by all current 

students and many alumni, mentors, investors and board members. The Jingle and Mingle event was 
held during the holiday season at the Heritage House in Jonesboro.  

CEO team members in attendance included, in the first row, Kirstin Guardian, Natalee Brown, Abby 
Remsey, Makenzie Howell, Peyton Lingle and Abigail Dahmer. In the second row are Olivia Brumleve, 
Hunter Boyd, Kyle Hall, Luke Lasley, Camden Hodges and Madi Hawk. 

Mingling together in a festive and relaxed atmosphere encouraged the building of relationships, which 
is one of the goals of the CEO program. As always, the current class members especially enjoyed finding 
out what life after high school is like from the previous classes. The event was another opportunity for 
the students to practice their communication skills with adults who are supportive of their activities 
and for investors and mentors to see the growth already so apparent in the team members.

Members of PAST (Promoting Appreciation of Structural Treasures) had Heritage House in Jonesboro 
decorated for the Christmas season and the organization’s holiday luncheons. Union County CEO 
expressed appreciation for the use of the space, as well as for baked goods provided by Anna Baking 
Company and fresh coffee from Kiki’s Coffeehouse. Union County CEO photo.  

Rural Health Inc. funding, administering eight 
healthcare scholarship opportunities

Rural Health Inc. has 
announced that it is funding 
and administering eight 
healthcare scholarship op-
portunities. 

A $1,000 scholarship 
will be awarded to a high 
school senior at each of the 
following high schools: 

Anna-Jonesboro, Cob-
den, Dongola, Goreville, 
Joppa, Massac County, 
Shawnee (in Wolf Lake) 
and Vienna. 

Home-schooled students 
in Union, Johnson and Mas-
sac counties are welcome to 
apply as well. 

Applicants will be rec-
ognized for their desire 

to pursue a career in the 
healthcare field.

Application packets are 
available from the guidance 
counselor at each of the 
schools where scholarships 
will be awarded.

Home-schooled students 
can call Rural Health Inc. at 
833-4471 for an application 
packet.

Rural Health Inc. said 
that students must comply 
with the following dead-
lines: 

Application packets 
must be submitted to the 
guidance counselor at the 
school/school district by 
March 9.

All application packets 
are due at Rural Health in 
Anna Inc. by March 11.

Home-schooled students 
can return their application 
packet to Rural Health Inc. 
in Anna.

For more information, 
call Rural Health Inc. at 
618-833-4471. 

Rural Health Inc. is a pri-
vate, not-for-profit organiza-
tion, committed to providing 
medical, OB-GYN, dental 
and behavioral health care 
to residents in the area. 

Rural Health Inc. loca-
tions include Anna, Don-
gola, Vienna, Goreville and 
Metropolis. 

Reagan Brown
receives MBA

Reagan Brown, for-
merly of McClure, has 
received a master of busi-
ness administration degree 
from Saint Louis Univer-
sity in St. Louis.

Brown is a 2013 graduate 
of Shawnee High School in 
Wolf Lake.

A commencement cer-
emony was held Dec. 18 
in Chaifetz Arena on the 
campus of Saint Louis Uni-
versity.

Homecoming
underway
at Shawnee

Homecoming is planned 
this week at Shawnee High 
School in Wolf Lake.

“A Fairytale Ending” 
is the theme for the 2022 
celebration.

Special activities are 
planned throughout the 
week. The schedule, post-
ed on social media, in-
cludes:

Mismatch Monday. Team 
Tuesday. Wild Wednes-
day. Class Colors Day on 
Thursday. 

School colors of red, 
black and white will be 
celebrated on Spirit Fri-
day.

On Saturday, Shawnee is 
scheduled to host Dongola 
in a homecoming basketball 
game.

Saturday also will fea-
ture recognition of Shaw-
nee’s Best, a homecoming 
coronation ceremony and 
a dance following com-
pletion of the varsity ball-
game.

Support local 
advertisers in 

The
Gazette-

Democrat!

Follow us on 
Facebook at
Facebook.com/

GazetteDemocrat 



Southern Seven begins transition
to new contact tracing process

Southern Seven Health 
Department announced this 
week that it has started the 
process to move to the Illi-
nois Department of Public 
Health’s, IDPH, new cen-
tralized COVID-19 contact 
tracing process.

The new process is 
scheduled to go into effect 
Thursday, today.

“As part of that process 
and the current record 
breaking caseloads facing 
our COVID-19 contact 
tracing team, Southern Sev-
en Health Department is 
discontinuing our daily re-
porting of COVID-19 cases 
beginning today, Monday, 
January 10,” said Nathan 
Ryder, community outreach 
coordinator for Southern 
Seven Health Department’s 
COVID-19 response team, 
in a news release.

“Here at Southern Seven 
Health Department, we’re 
proud that we’ve been able 
to keep the residents of our 
seven counties informed 
throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic with local case 
count information published 
for the past 650 days when 
we were alerted of our first 
positive case,” Ryder said.

“We are one of the last 
few local health depart-
ments in the state still pub-
lishing a daily case count.”

At the end of December, 
IDPH informed all local 
health departments that the 
state was moving to central-
ize the COVID-19 contact 
tracing process. 

This move is designed to 
free up overburdened local 
contact tracers to focus on 
the most critical cases of 
COVID-19 in their com-
munities, including seniors, 
residents and the staff at 
long-term care facilities, and 
local outbreaks of the virus. 

All other cases who 
choose to participate in 
the contact tracing process 
will be handled by IDPH’s 
Surge Center. 

Individuals who choose 
to opt out of contact tracing 
will receive instructions 
on how to self-notify their 
close contacts and how to 
follow quarantine or isola-
tion guidelines.

“As we transition to the 
state’s centralized contact 
tracing system, it’s going 
to be harder for us at the 

local level to maintain the 
continuity of those daily 
reports,” Ryder said. 

“Both the state and the 
CDC now have robust 
COVID-19 data that is 
published online frequently 
and gives users the ability to 
look at case information on 
the county level.”

Currently, all individu-
als who take a lab-based 
COVID-19 test and receive 
a positive result will be first 
contacted with a text mes-
sage from IDPH to the cell 
phone number they provide 
as their point of contact.

The new message will 
display the following text:

“IDPH COVID: There is 
important info for you. Call 
312-777-1999 or click:

“https://dph.illinois.gov/
covid19/community-guid-
ance/confirmed-or-possi-
ble-covid-19.html”

The new text message 
being sent by IDPH does 
not confirm a person’s test 
results or display other sen-
sitive information.

People can also visit the 
web address included in the 
message for tips on what to 
do after receiving a positive 
COVID-19 test result. 

It’s important to note that 
if you will need a release 
letter to return to work, 
school or the doctor, you 
will need to call the number 
provided to you by IDPH 
and participate in the con-
tact tracing process. 

Individuals who do not 
have a cell phone number 
will instead receive a phone 
call from IDPH’s COVID-19 
Surge Center. Currently these 
calls from IDPH originate 
with a Chicago area code.

Beginning Thursday, to-
day, Ryder explained, “you 
will no longer be contacted 
by a member of Southern 
Seven Health Department’s 
contact tracing team unless 
your case is flagged as a 
high priority. 

“This is due in part to 
the overwhelming number 
of new positive cases and 
the limited staffing and re-
sources available for contact 
tracing at the local level.”

Southern Seven Health 
Department will continue 
to provide release letters for 
cases that were handled by its 
tracers prior to the switcho-
ver on Jan. 13, Ryder said.

Beginning Thursday, to-
day, Ryder said that “it’s im-
portant you call the number 
listed in that text message 
from IDPH so you can get 
your quarantine or isolation 
release letters. Southern 
Seven Health Department 
will no longer generate 
those letters for you.”

Ryder said that Southern 
Seven Health Department 
will continue to update its 
website, Facebook page, 
podcast and the media as 
warranted with important up-
dates related to COVID-19. 

New case counts and oth-
er COVID-related statistics 
published by IDPH can be 
viewed at https://dph.illi-
nois.gov/covid19/data.html.

The CDC also offers 
COVID statistics on its data 
tracker at https://covid.cdc.
gov/covid-data-tracker/#-
datatracker-home.

Ryder said that in the 
meantime, Southern Seven 
Health Department encour-
ages all individuals ages 5 
and up to get vaccinated 
against COVID-19. 

Individuals can sched-
ule a vaccine appointment 
with Southern Seven Health 
Department by calling 618-
634-2297 between the hours 
of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

To find other vaccination 
locations near you go to 
www.vaccines.gov. 

Organizations wanting to 
host a clinic in their com-
munity can apply online 
at https://dph.illinois.gov/
covid19/vaccinationclinics.
html.

Latest COVID surge, other 
illnesses impacting schools

The la tes t  surge in 
COVID-19 is having its 
impact on schools in Union 
County.

Recent messages about 
the situation have been 
posted by schools on social 
media.

Anna School District 37
The school district post-

ed on Monday that due  
to the current number of 
COVID positive staff and 
students, “we will be shift-
ing to remote learning for 
the remainder of the week. 
We will return to in-person 
learning on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 18th. 

“We have no other option 
at this point. We currently 
have 12 staff members who 
are COVID positive. We do 
not have enough substitute 
teachers to cover this many 
staff absences. 

“In addition to these 
numbers, we have approxi-
mately 30 COVID positive 
students and 180 students 
absent due to illness. 

“Chromebooks and text-
books will be sent home 
with students today. If your 
student is absent today, and 
does not have their chrome-
book at home, please con-
tact their school office to 
make arrangements to pick 
it up today prior to 3:30. 

“If you wish to pick up 
lunches this week, please 
contact the Jr High office 
at 833-6415 prior to 3:30. 
Please give the student 
name and number of lunch-
es needed. 

“Lunches may be picked 
up daily at the Jr High be-
tween 11:00-11:30 at door 
#14. 

“Again, we plan to return 
to in-person learning on 
Tuesday, January 18th. We 
will keep you informed of 
changes as needed.”

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School

The following message 
was posted on Jan. 5 on 
The AJ Wildcats Facebook 
page: 

 “We would like to take 
this opportunity to inform 
you of a slight modification 
to our schedule during the 
next seven school days, 
starting tomorrow, Thurs-
day, January 6 and running 
through Friday, January 14.

“With the rising number 
of positive COVID cases 
in our community, we have 
a larger number of stu-
dents who are quarantining 
because they have either 
tested positive or have been 
deemed a close contact of a 
positive case.

“In order to provide our 
faculty the necessary time 
to coordinate efforts to 
serve the educational needs 
of these quarantined stu-
dents, we will be imple-

menting the bell schedule 
we used for the last half or 
the most previous semester.

“Using this schedule, all 
students will be dismissed 
at 2:38 p.m. until next Fri-
day, January 14, with the 
exception of next Monday, 
January 10, which will re-
main a 2:15 dismissal day.  
Teachers will be able to use 
the time at the end of the 
day to communicate with 
their remote learners and 
make necessary arrange-
ments with them.

“Busses will run at their 
normal times. Students who 
use a bus for transportation 
home will report to either 
the cafeteria or the lower 
gym at 2:38, where they 
will be supervised until they 
are dismissed to board their 
appropriate bus. Students 
who have their own trans-
portation may leave campus 
at 2:38.

Except for next Monday, 
there will not be advisory 
periods.  “A” lunch will 
be from 11:32 to 12:02, 
and “B” lunch will be from 
12:24 to 12:54.

As is the case with all 
plans during this pandemic, 
these plans are subject to 
change, and we will make 
you aware of any further 
modifications.

Please call the office if 
you have any questions.

A subsequent message 
posted by A-JCHS on Tues-
day, Jan. 11 reported that 
beginning Wednesday, Jan. 
12, the school would be go-
ing on “an adaptive pause” 
until Tuesday, Jan. 18.

“This means students 
will not be in class, but 
will be completing work 
remotely.”

More details were to 
have been posted later on 
Tuesday.

A-J Girls’ Basketball
COVID-19 impacted the 

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School girls’ 

basketball team last week.
The A-J girls missed two 

games due to COVID-19.
The Lady Wildcats’ game 

with Goreville on Thursday, 
Jan. 6, and Murphysboro, 
Jan. 8, both were cancelled. 
Murphysboro also was 
dealing with COVID-19.

Plans call for both games 
to be rescheduled and 
played at a later date.

Dongola School
Dongola School District 

No. 66 on Monday, Jan. 
10, posted the following 
message on social media:

“Due to various illnes-
sees, including COVID-19, 
Dongola School will be in 
session, but in remote learn-
ing status, for the remainder 
of the week, Tuesday-Fri-
day, January 11-14.

“This means children will 
be at home and not on cam-
pus. They will be bringing 
their Chromebooks home 
today and should check 
their Google classrooms 
daily for assignments.

“All extracurricular ac-
tivities are paused during 
our remote learning status.

“Finally, breakfast and 
lunches may be picked 
up Tuesday and Thursday 
between 10:00-12:00. If 
you need additional ac-
commodations, please con-
tact the school office at 
618.827.3524.”

Cobden Junior High 
School

A Cobden Junior High 
School Snowflake Dance 
which had been scheduled 
for Friday evening, Jan. 14, 
has been postponed.

The following message 
about the dance was posted 
on social media:

“Due to an increase in 
COVID cases & the number 
of quarantined students, we 
have decided to postpone 
the Snowflake Dance. The 
new date is TBD. we will 
let you know as soon as 
possible when it will be.”

Weekly new
COVID-19 cases

reported in Illinois
Jan. 7: 201,428

Dec. 30: 128,246
Dec. 23: 77,246
Dec. 17: 59,312
Dec. 10: 49,668
Dec. 3: 42,559
Nov. 24: 21,034
Nov. 19: 28,280
Nov. 12: 22,600
Nov. 5: 17,462
Oct. 29: 14,616
Oct. 22: 15,131
Oct. 15: 15,669
Oct. 8: 19,244
Oct. 1: 18,735

Sept. 24: 21,787
Sept. 17: 25,956
Sept. 10: 26,062
Sept. 3: 30,319
Aug. 27: 25,636
Aug. 20: 24,682
Aug. 13: 21,334
Aug. 6: 16,742
July 30: 11,682
July 23: 7,983
July 16: 4,449
July 9: 2,945
July 2: 2,120

June 25: 1,744
June 18: 928

Source: Illinois Department of 
Public Health

201,428 new
COVID cases
in Illinois

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 
on Friday, Jan. 7, reported 
201,428 new confirmed and 
probable cases of coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19) in 
Illinois, including 444 deaths 
since reporting on Dec. 31.

IDPH was reporting a 
total of 2,382,437 cases, 
including 28,361 deaths, in 
102 counties in Illinois.  

As of Thursday night, Jan. 
6, 7,096 people in Illinois 
were reported to be in the 
hospital with COVID-19.

Of Illinois’ total popula-
tion, 73 percent had received 
at least one COVID-19 vac-
cine dose, more than 64 
percent of the state’s total 
population was fully vacci-
nated,  and 40 percent had 
received a booster, accord-
ing to data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, CDC. 

All data are provisional 
and will change, IDPH 
reported.

Southern Seven COVID-19 update

91 new cases in county
Southern Seven Health 

Department on Friday, Jan. 
7, reported 91 newly con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Union County.

The update included 
newly confirmed cases for 
Thursday, Jan. 6, and Fri-
day, Jan. 7.

In announcing the update, 
Southern Seven Health De-
partment COVID-19 out-
reach coordinator Nathan 
Ryder stated in an email 
that the department’s offic-
es had been closed due to 
inclement weather.

“The COVID-19 contact 
tracing team has continued 
working during this winter 
weather event as we try to 
handle the crushing case 
load,” Ryder stated.

“Please, if you don’t feel 
well and don’t have access 
to a COVID-19 test, just 
stay home,” Ryder added. 
“Avoid spreading whatever 
you might have to the peo-
ple around you.”

Friday’s update also was 
the last one of its kind that 
will be issued by Southern 
Seven Health Department.

The health department 
announced this week that 
it has started the process 
to move to the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health’s, 
IDPH new centralized 
COVID-19 contact tracing 
process. The new process is 
scheduled to go into effect 
Thursday, today.

“As part of that process 
and the current record 
breaking caseloads facing 
our COVID-19 contact 
tracing team, Southern Sev-
en Health Department is 
discontinuing our daily re-
porting of COVID-19 cases 
beginning today, Monday, 
January 10,” Ryder said.

The health department  
on Friday also reported 
three new deaths as a result 
of COVID-19 in the region 
it serves.

The individuals were a 

male in his 80s in Johnson 
County, a male in his 60s in 
Massac County and a female 
in her 60s in Massac County.

The health department 
serves Union, Johnson, Pope, 
Hardin, Alexander, Pulaski 
and Massac counties.

The newly confirmed 
Union County cases in-
cluded:

Five children under 10, 
20 teens, 11 people in their 
20s, 15 in their 30s, 11 in 
their 40s, 17 in their 50s, 
eight in their 60s, two in 
their 70s and two 80-plus 
years old.

Southern Seven Health 
Department’s update also 
showed: 

A cumulative total of 
3,795 cases in Union Coun-
ty since the start of the 
pandemic. A total of 3,514 
recovered cases had been 
reported in the county.

There were 229 active 
cases in the county. A total 
of 52 deaths had been re-
ported in the county since 
the start of the pandemic.

Southern Seven Health 
Department shared the fol-
lowing information about 
cases in the region in the 
update:

271 newly confirmed 
cases. 218 newly recovered. 
747 total active cases. 193 
total deaths. 13,218 cumu-
lative total cases.

All of the statistics pro-
vided by the health depart-
ment are provisional and 
are subject to change.

The health department 
reminds everyone to con-
tinue to follow COVID-19 
safety measures in public 
settings, even after they 
have been fully vaccinated, 
to further control the spread 
of the virus.

The safety measures in-
clude getting vaccinated, 
wearing a mask, wash-
ing hands frequently and 
watching distance between 
people.

COVID pandemic high in Illinois

More than 200,000
cases in one week

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Illinois Department of Public 
Health, IDPH, said Friday, 
Jan. 7, that the state had re-
corded 201,428 new cases of 
COVID-19 over the previous 
week, a 57 percent increase 
over the previous week, 
while the weekly number 
of deaths rose 15 percent, to 
444 as the omicron variant of 
the virus continues to spread.

Those cases were con-
firmed out of more than 
1.3 million laboratory tests 
performed over the previ-
ous week, which brought 
the preliminary statewide 
case positivity rate to 15.2 
percent.

Those case counts are 
the highest of any since the 
pandemic began, according 
to IDPH data, although the 
death rate is well below the 
pandemic peak of a year ago. 

On Thursday, Jan. 6, alone, 
the state recorded more than 
44,000 new cases, the highest 
single-day case count since 
the pandemic began.

That brings the total 
number of cases since the 
pandemic began to just 
under 2.4 million, including 
28,361 deaths.

The rising case rate in 
Illinois has prompted the 
General Assembly to cancel 
all of its scheduled session 

days this week, according 
to spokespersons for Senate 
President Don Harmon and 
House Speaker Emanuel 
“Chris” Welch, although 
committees in both cham-
bers will continue to meet 
remotely.

As of late Thursday night, 
Jan. 6, IDPH reported 7,096 
COVID-19 patients were 
hospitalized, including 1,123 
patients in intensive care 
units and 639 on ventilators. 
Those cases account for 38 
percent of all staffed ICU 
beds available and 11.5 per-
cent of all staffed ventilators.

IDPH continues to advise 
people that vaccines are the 
strongest defense against the 
virus. As of Thursday night, 
Jan. 6, more than 19.5 mil-
lion vaccinations had been 
administered. Over the pre-
vious week, 294,687 doses 
had been administered, for 
an average of 42,098 per day.

As of late last week, 73 
percent of the state’s total 
population had received at 
least one dose of vaccine, 
while 64 percent were fully 
vaccinated and 40 percent 
had received a booster shot.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

Elective
procedures
suspended

Elective procedures at 
SIH Memorial Hospital of 
Carbondale and SIH Herrin 
Hospital were temporarily 
suspended as of Thursday, 
Jan. 6.

SIH announced the sus-
pension of elective proced-
dures in a message to area 
media.

The message stated: “We 
continue to closely monitor 
and assess all elective pro-
cedures throughout the sys-
tem while COVID-positive 
inpatient numbers continue 
to climb.

“As of Thursday, Jan. 6, 
SIH will suspend all elec-
tive procedures that require 
postoperative admission, 
overnight stay or extended 
stay recovery at both SIH 
Memorial Hospital of Car-
bondale and SIH Herrin 
Hospital.

“This temporary suspen-
sion is necessitated to help 
free up clinical resourc-
es for critically ill and/or 
COVID-positive patients in 
greatest need of immediate 
care.”
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201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

We Carry All Major Tire Brands
And A Full Line Of Mastercraft Tires

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

Union County

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING

CALL FOR WINTER SPECIALS!
618-351-1881

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards

Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

We ca
re about your total body health and wellness.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.
618-833-2179

ozbournchiropractic.com

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ALTO PASS

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.
PASTOR - DON COX

Thus says the LORD: Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring forth justice to the 
nations, not crying out, not shouting, not making his voice heard in the street. A bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench, until he 
establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching.

I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice, I have grasped you by the hand; I formed you, and set you as a covenant of the people, a light for the nations, 
to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness. From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

*******
Give to the LORD, you sons of God, give to the LORD glory and praise, Give to the LORD the glory due his name; adore the LORD in holy attire. The voice of the 

LORD is over the waters, the LORD, over vast waters. The voice of the LORD is mighty; the voice of the LORD is majestic. The God of glory thunders, and in his temple 
all say, “Glory!” The LORD is enthroned above the flood; the LORD is enthroned as king forever. From the Psalms

*******
Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered in the house of Cornelius, saying: “In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears 

him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him. You know the word that he sent to the Israelites as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, what has 
happened all over Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached, how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He went 
about doing good and healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” From the Acts of the Apostles

*******
The people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you 

with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form 

like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” From the Gospel of Luke
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First Presbyterian Church
of Cobden

is seeking full/part time Minister
Call 618-893-2316 or 618-697-0442

or email
davidscox37@gmail.com 5GPC

Visit our website: triplecmeats.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986 46GTF

Custom ProCessing of
Beef, Pork, goat, sheeP

Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5G

Members FDIC

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506 - 512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546 - 1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

100  E. Vienna • Anna • 833-2151

Dongola
827-3541

Ullin
845-3395

Alto Pass
893-2464

The following Union County
banks will be closed Monday,

January 17th, in observance
of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

5G

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Jan. 9, Pastor 
Perry Williams spoke at both 
services.

In the morning message, 
he addressed the topic of 
worship and the importance 
of Jesus in worship. The mes-
sage was based on scripture 
from Luke. 

The service was sent via 
transmitter for worshippers 
who stayed in their cars on 
the church’s lower parking lot 
while tuned in to their radios 
on station 87.9 FM. 

The service also was live 
streamed on Facebook, where 
it can be viewed.

The church’s Facebook 
page has videos and the latest 
information about possible 
closings.

Music director Dee Rose 
led worship. Debbie York 
was the pianist. 

Robert and Margaret Mc-
News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A Sunday morning wor-

ship service was held Jan. 9 
in the church and on Zoom. 

Singing was led by Pastor 
Randy Wright and the wor-
ship team.

The morning message  by 
Pastor Wright was titled “We 
Can Overcome.” Scripture 
was from 2 Chronicles, Josh-
ua and 1 Kings. 

The message can be found 
on the church’s website at 
annanaz.com and on the 
church’s Facebook page.

A Sunday School board 
meeting is planned at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, today. A church 
board meeting is planned at 
7 p.m. Thursday, today.

Breakfast will be served at 
9 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 16.

Adult and children’s Sun-

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

The gathering Sunday at 
Camp Ground Church was 
small, as many are still sick, 
caring for a loved one who is 
sick or were called to work in 
lieu of someone who is sick.  

Aldi and Vodra Gerard rang 
the bell calling all to worship. 
They also took up the offering.

Rev. Thompson’s message 
was titled “Washed in the 
Blood, or Just in the Water?” 
Scripture was from Matthew, 
the account of Jesus’ baptism.

The message shared that 
“Jesus had no sin; why did 
He choose baptism? With 
His baptism, Jesus showed 
solidarity with fallen, broken 
humanity and aligned him-
self with all the problems of 
mankind and took His place 
beside us. 

“Jesus died in order to 
make forgiveness possible. 
Through Jesus’ death, God’s 
abundant mercy was poured 
out.

“Just as our earthly life is 
totally dependent on our blood 
to sustain us, our spiritual life 
is totally dependent on the 
sacrifice and blood of Jesus. 

Truck hits business in Anna
One person sustained serious injuries early this week after a pickup truck struck a building which is 

the home of an Anna business. The pickup truck ran into the office of Taylor, Dodd & Wood Insurance 
at 521 E. Vienna St. at about 10 a.m. Monday. Authorities at the scene said the pickup truck apparently 
jumped a curb and ran into the building where the business’s office is located. A person working in the 
office was reported to have sustained major injuries and was transported by helicopter to a St. Louis 
hospital. The driver of the truck was not injured. The building sustained major damage.

“At His baptism, God af-
firmed audibly that Jesus was 
His Son. In our baptism, God 
affirms that we are His child.

“Our baptism symbolizes 
the end of me and the begin-
ning of God living in me.  In 
baptism, we are assured that 
we are His.”  

Karen Vaughn is Camp 
Ground Church’s head elder 
for January.

Those having birthdays 
this week were Collin Crane 
on the 10th and Jhan Miller 
on the 12th.  

Former pastor Rev. and 
Mrs. A. D. Rudolph celebrated 
their 71st wedding anniversa-
ry on the 12th.

All are welcome at Camp 
Ground Church. Bible study 
classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. each 
Sunday.

Worship also is available 
on Zoom. Those who would 
like to join in worship via 
Zoom can leave a message on 
the church phone (833-9000) 
with their email address or cell 
phone number and the link 
will be sent Sunday morning.

Cain provided special music 
with the song “Little is Much 
When God is in It.”

Men’s Bible study was 
planned Monday night. Bible 
study was planned Wednes-
day night.

Birthdays: Sue Clary, Amy 
Sheffer, Jan. 10; Denna Wil-
liams, Jan. 11; Roert McCain, 
Jan. 12; J.D. Tripp, Jan. 15. 

The regular schedule for 
worship at Jonesboro First 
Baptist Church includes Sun-
day School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and Sun-
day evening worship at 6 p.m. 

The Dig-In Children’s 
program and a youth group 
meeting are scheduled from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
days.

Prayer and Bible study are 
scheduled at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 

day School is planned at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday, Jan. 16.

A morning worship service 
is planned at 10:35 a.m. Sun-
day, Jan. 16.

Quizzing is planned at 5 
p.m. Sunday, Jan. 16.

Team Day South is planned 
Jan. 22 at Salem Church of 
the Nazarene.

A grocery giveaway is 
planned from 10 a.m. to noon 
on Jan. 29.

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church 
office at 833-6702 and leav-
ing a  message if necessary 
or by calling Pastor Wright 
at 618-534-7103.

Bike trail focus 
of meeting set
in Alto Pass

Plans for a proposed trail 
will be shared at an upcom-
ing informational meeting 
in Alto Pass.

The meeting is set for 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 19, 
at the community building 
in Alto Pass.

The proposed bike trail 
would run as much as pos-
sible along the old Union 
Pacific Railroad route that 
ran through Union County.

The first phase of the 
proposed bike trail will 
begin at the Quetil Trail 
in Alto Pass and end in 
Cobden.

Anna District No. 37 awarded 
$401,588 school safety grant

More than $670,000 in 
federal grants have been 
awarded to Anna and Ca-
hokia schools to strengthen 
security in the classroom. 

The grants were an-
nounced Monday, Jan. 10, by 
U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, R-Ill.

More than 153 jurisdic-
tions nationwide applied 
and received grants through 
a Department of Justice 
School Violence Prevention 
Program initiative that Bost 
introduced and had signed 
into law in 2018.

“School should be a 
place for our children and 
grandchildren to learn, make 
friends  and pursue their in-
terests, not somewhere they 
are afraid for their safety,” 
Bost said in a news release.

“As a father, a grandfather 
and a former first respond-
er, getting the legislation 
that created the School Vi-
olence Prevention Program 

signed into law is one of my 
proudest accomplishments 
in Congress. 

“I’m so pleased that 
Southern Illinois schools 
continue to receive these 
grants year after year.”

Anna Community Consol-
idated School District No. 37 
will use its $401,588 grant to 
continue Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports, 
PBIS, training for staff, as 
well as to install a number 
of security enhancements, 
including safety window 
film and fence wrap, road 
barriers, upgraded door locks 
and cameras and a night lock 
system.

Cahokia Public School 
District No. 187 will use its 
$268,575 to upgrade and 
add additional cameras at all 
of its campuses, to improve 
lighting and signage, to es-
tablish a digital platform to 
improve communication 

with law enforcement and 
parents in emergency sit-
uations and  to implement 
emergency and trauma train-
ing for staff.

The School Violence 
Prevention Program pro-
vides funding directly to 
states, units of local gov-
ernment and Indian tribes to 
be used to improve security 
at schools and on school 
grounds in the grantees’ 
jurisdictions through evi-
dence-based school safety 
programs that may include 
one or more of the following:

Coordination with local 
law enforcement.

Training for local law 
enforcement officers to pre-
vent school violence against 
others and self.

Placement and use of met-
al detectors, locks, lighting, 
and other deterrent mea-
sures.

Acquisition and installa-

tion of technology for ex-
pedited notification of local 
law enforcement during an 
emergency.

Any other measure that, 
in the determination of the 
director of the COPS Office, 
may provide a significant 
improvement in security.

Illinois State Fair
manager named

Rebecca Clark has been 
hired as the next manager 
of the Illinois State Fair in 
Springfield. She assumed her 
new role on Jan. 1.

Clark is no stranger to the 
fair, having formerly served 
as the public information 
officer for the Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture, IDOA.

She had been serving as 
the public information officer 
for the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency.

While at IDOA, Clark 
worked hand in hand with 
state fair staff promoting and 
marketing the fair and coor-
dinating all press coverage.

Clark is only the second 
woman to hold the title of 
Illinois State Fair manager. 

Amy Bliefnick served as 
the state fair manager from 
2005 to 2014. 
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Trail of Tears
State Forest

One of the many reasons we are glad to be a part 
of the Union County community.

The Gazette-Democrat
The Talk and Cobden Review  • Serving Union County Since 1849

P.O. Box 529, 112 Lafayette Street, Anna, Illinois 62906
Phone: 618-833-2158          Fax: 618-833-5813  

email: news@annanews.com          annanews.com



Television Listings
THURSDAY JANUARY 13, 2022

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

Bang (HD) Man (HD) Hobbie (4:55) “Obliv ion”
(‘13)

“Match stick
Men”

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Man (HD) Hobbie

7 PM Women of the
Move ment Pub -
lic wake. (HD)

Young Joe (HD) The Black list
(HD)

Bang (HD) Man (HD) Big City Eu pho ria (HD) “Rocky” (‘76,
Drama) A boxer
trains. (PG) (HD)

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 The United Bang (HD) Man (HD) Big City

8 PM Ghosts Call Me Law & Or der:
SVU

Go-Big Show Man (HD) Jessie “Next” (‘07)
Man stops ter -
ror ist.

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 B Pos i tive Piv ot ing 2017 NBA Fi -

nals (HD)
Man (HD) Jessie

9 PM Let The World
See

Bull
“Frontotemporal”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or ga nized Crime
(HD)

Fron tal Man (HD) Big City “Rocky II” (‘79,
Drama) A
boxer’s fame.
(HD)

ac “The
Survivalist”
(‘21) (R) (HD):30 Go-Big Show Man (HD) Big City Chillin

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Man (HD) Mi rac u lous “Pro file” (‘21)
Valene Kane.
Brit ish jour nal ist.:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fron tal Man (HD) Mi rac u lous The Best (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Man (HD) Mi rac u lous “Rocky III” (‘82)
(HD):30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Man (HD) Mi rac u lous Yellowjack

FRIDAY JANUARY 14, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Chi cago Fire
(HD)

“The Lion King”
(‘19)

“I, Ro bot” Ro -
bot may be
killer.

“Iden tity Thief”
(‘13)

(5:25) “Glad i a -
tor” (‘00) A war -
rior’s re venge.:30 Dad (HD)

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) Un der cover
Boss

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

That’s My Jam
(HD)

Fea tured “Daddy Day
Care” (‘03) Day
care busi ness.

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Se crets “Robin Hood”
(‘18, Ac tion) Re -
bel lion. (HD):30 “Movie” Se crets (:45) aac

“Hitman’s
Wife’s Body -
guard” (‘21)8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -

ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news.

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Hobbie “Ray Don o van:
The Movie”
(‘22):30 Hobbie

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

ac “John son
Fam ily Va ca -
tion” Ur ban
fam ily.

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Jessie (:58) “The
World’s End”
(‘13) (R):30 Sports Jessie Chillin (:40) “Ray Don -

o van: The
Movie” (‘22)
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Se crets (:55) Eu pho ria
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Se crets “School
Dance” Teen
eyes girl.11 PM SportsCenter

(HD)
Fron tal Chi cago Fire

(HD)
Mi rac u lous Chillin

:30 Night line Corden Lo cal Late Night “Last Night” Mi rac u lous “High Rise” “Django”

THURSDAY
7:00pm

ABC Women of the Move ment “Let the
Peo ple See; Man hunt” Mamie in sists on hav -
ing a pub lic wake af ter her son’s body is re -
cov ered in Mis sis sippi; Mamie faces the three
men re spon si ble for her son’s murder. (HD)

7:31pm
CBS The United States of Al “Punch /
Musht” Riley and Vanessa dis agree on how to
deal with Ha zel’s trou bling be hav ior af ter she
gets into trou ble at school. TVPG (HD)

FRIDAY
7:45pm

HBO Hitman’s Wife’s Body guard aac

(2021, Ac tion) Ryan Reynolds, Salma Hayek.
Body guard Mi chael Bryce is re united with hit
man Dar ius Kincaid and his wife, and the trio is 
forced to con tend with a mad man who has set
his sights on Eu rope. R

8:00pm
NBC Date line NBC In ves ti ga tive re ports,
break ing news sto ries, pro files of lead ing
newsmakers and other fea tures ex plore cur -
rent events and top ics of spe cial interest.

7:00pm
MAX Ma chine Gun Preacher aaa (2011,
Ac tion) Gerard But ler, Michelle Monaghan.
De cid ing to turn his life around, an ex-biker
trav els to East Af rica and es tab lishes an or -
phan age for the chil dren whose lives were torn 
apart by war. R
HBO The Sui cide Squad aaac (2021, Ac -
tion) Margot Robbie, John Cena. The vil lain
gang com prised of crim i nals like Harley Quinn, 
Bloodsport, and Peace maker join a top-se -
cret, sus pi cious task force and get dropped off 
on an is land. R (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY JANUARY 15, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM News Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Bur gers Man (HD) Amphibia aa “A Good
Day” (‘13)

“Beverly Hills”
(‘84)

(:15) “Ray Don -
o van: The
Movie” (‘22)
(HD)

:30 Lo cal NFL To day Bur gers Man (HD) Amphibia

7 PM Vid eos (HD) NFL Foot ball
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

Next Level Chef
(HD)

The Wall (HD) Fea tured Bur gers Man (HD) Big City “The Sui cide
Squad” (‘21)
Se cret task
force.

aaa “Ma -
chine Gun
Preacher” (‘11,
Ac tion) (R)

:30 “Movie” Dad (HD) Man (HD) Big City

8 PM El e men tary Call Me Date line NBC Dad “300" Man (HD) Big City aaac

“Midsommar”
(‘19) A young
Amer i can cou -
ple. (HD)

:30 El e men tary Piv ot ing Dad (HD) Man (HD) Big City

9 PM The Rookie (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Dad (HD) Mon ster En ergy
Supercross
“Oak land” (Live)
(HD)

Big City (:15) Peace -
maker

(:10) “Snitch”
(‘13, Ac tion) Un -
der cover fa ther.:30 (:45)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) The Ghost

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Al ter Ego (HD) Lo cal Wipeout The Ghost (:10) Eu pho ria
(HD):30 Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
The Ghost “He red i tary”

Sin is ter an ces -
try. (R)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
“Bruce Al -
mighty”

Mi rac u lous (:15) Righ teous
(HD)

aac “Run ner
Run ner”:30 Mi rac u lous

THURSDAY

MONDAY JANUARY 17, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Mon day Count -
down

aaa “Black
Pan ther” (‘18)
Af ri can king is
chal lenged by a
ri val. (HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Big City “Wil der ness”
(‘18)

“Los ing Isa iah”
(‘95)

(5:45) “The But -
ler” (‘13) Pres i -
den tial but ler.:30 Lo cal Big City

7 PM (:15) NFL Foot -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Neigh bor. 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

The Voice
Hope fuls
coached. (HD)

(:15) NFL Play -
offs “Teams
TBD” (Live) (HD)

WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

Big City aac “Mor tal
Kombat” (‘21)
(HD)

“Hack saw
Ridge” (‘16)
Man fights un -
armed.

:30 Bob Hearts Big City

8 PM NCIS “All Hands”
(HD)

The Clean ing
Lady

Jessie Bil lions (HD)

:30 Jessie (:50) Eu pho ria
(HD)9 PM NCIS: Hawai’i

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or di nary Joe
(HD)

Wipeout Big City (:20) aac

“Hart’s War”
(‘02) Bruce Wil -
lis. POWs’ risky
plan.

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Big City “Cloverfield”
(‘08) Mon ster at -
tack.10 PM (:15) Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Mon day Dad (HD) aaac

“Selma” (‘15,
Drama) Gov’t vs. 
MLK.

Mi rac u lous Yellowjackets
(HD):30 (:50) Jimmy

Kimmel Live
(HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Mi rac u lous

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Dad (HD) Mi rac u lous “Green land” A
comet.

“Django Un -
chained”:30 Corden Late Night Sports Dad (HD) Mi rac u lous “Gangs”

TUESDAY JANUARY 18, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) “The Ac coun -
tant”

Big City “2 Fast 2 Fu ri -
ous”

aa “The Coun -
selor”

“Glad i a tor” (‘00)
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Judge Steve
Harvey

FBI “Hacktivist” I Can See Your
Voice

The Voice (HD) Bang (HD) WWE NXT “NXT 
655" (Live) (HD)

Big City Righ teous aaa “Warm
Bod ies” (‘13)
(HD)

“Phil a del phia”
(‘93) AIDS vic -
tim’s fight. (HD):30 Bang (HD) Big City (:35) “Gone

Baby Gone”
(‘07) A miss ing
girl.8 PM El e men tary FBI: In ter na -

tional
Our Kind of Peo -
ple

La Brea Col lege Bas ket -
ball Duke vs
Florida State
(HD)

Wipeout Se crets

:30 black-ish Se crets “Dra cula Un -
told” Sin is ter
prince.9 PM Queens (HD) FBI: Most

Wanted
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

New Am ster dam
(HD)

Wipeout (:08) “The Ac -
coun tant” (‘16)
A gifted crim i nal
ac coun tant is
pur sued.

Big City (:05)
Yellowjackets:30 Big City Eu pho ria (HD)

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous (:13) “Broth ers
by Blood” (‘21)

“The Bling
Ring” Teens
steal. (R):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous Chillin

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous “Wait ing to Ex -
hale”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Mi rac u lous “Blood Wine” “Don o van”

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 19, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (Live) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “Three Days”
(‘10)

“My Cousin
Vinny”

(5:30) “Hol ler”
(‘21):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Char lotte Hor -
nets at Boston
Celtics (Live)

Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Goldbergs The Price Is Right 
at

I Can See Your
Voice

Chi cago Med
(HD)

All Elite Wres -
tling: Dy na mite

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City aac “Blades
of Glory” (‘07)
(HD)

“Snitch” (‘13,
Ac tion) Un der -
cover fa ther.
(HD)

“The Dry” (‘21,
Crime) A fed eral 
agent. (HD):30 The Won der Big City

8 PM Conners Amaz ing Race
(HD)

Next Level Chef
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D

:30 Home BUNK’D Some body

9 PM The Chase (HD) Good Sam (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

(:05) NBA Bas -
ket ball Los An -
geles vs Den ver
(Live) (HD)

Go-Big Show The Sin ner (HD) Big City Righ teous “The Leg end of 
Her cu les” (‘14)

“Ray Don o van:
The Movie”
(‘22):30 Big City (:45) Eu pho ria

(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Young Law & Or der:
SVU

Mi rac u lous

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous “Obliv ion” (‘13) 
Vi tal re sources.

(:35) “The
World’s End”
(‘13) (R)

“Serpico” (‘73)
Po lice cor rup -
tion.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Young Law & Or der:

SVU
Mi rac u lous

:30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Young Mi rac u lous

SUNDAY
7:00pm

MAX Un der wa ter aac (2020, Hor ror)
Kristen Stew art, Vin cent Cassel. A crew of un -
der wa ter re search ers scram bles to reach
safety af ter an earth quake de stroys their sub -
ter ra nean lab o ra tory, and they must walk
across the seafloor. PG-13 (HD)

7:30pm
DISN Se crets of Sul phur Springs “Only
Time Will Tell” Grif fin, Sa van nah and Harper
en coun ter Harper’s dou ble named Daisy; the
Tre mont ghost has an im por tant mes sage for
Harper and Grif fin. TVPG

MONDAY
7:00pm

NBC The Voice Af ter be ing judged solely on
their voice, hope ful mu si cians are di vided into
teams and coached by pro fes sion als, be fore
mov ing on to the live com pe ti tion. TVPG (HD)

8:01pm
FOX The Clean ing Lady “TNT” Af ter com ing 
to Amer ica for the treat ment her ill son needs,
a bril liant Cam bo dian doc tor wit nesses a mur -
der and is forced to clean for or ga nized crime.
(HD)

8:00pm
NBC La Brea A mas sive sink hole in Los An -
geles swal lows hun dreds of peo ple and build -
ings into its depths, and those be low find
them selves in a dan ger ous, pri me val land.

ABC Abbott El e men tary “New Tech”
Barbara is re luc tant to ac cept change when a
new com puter pro gram is in tro duced at the
school; Me lissa sur prises Ja cob with help for
his les son on unions. (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
SHOW The Dry aaa (2021, Crime) Eric
Bana, Genevieve O’Reilly. A fed eral agent co -
mes back to his home town to go to a fu neral,
but it seems his re turn opens up an old wound
sur round ing the un solved death of a teen age
girl. R (HD)

9:00pm
TBS Go-Big Show “Now That’s What I Call
Big!” As six more acts hope to ad vance, the
lim its are tested like never be fore with ex treme 
heights, burn ing fires, rag ing stal lions, and a
sur pris ing lift. TV14

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY JANUARY 16, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos Pasta
prank.

NFL Foot ball
(Live)

Simp sons Foot ball Amer ica
(HD)

2022 Aus tra lian
Open Ten nis
“First Round”
(Live)

“Maid in
Manhattan”

Law & Or der:
SVU

“UglyDolls”
(‘19) Strange
be ings.

“The Sui cide
Squad” (‘21)
Se cret task
force.

aaa “Pre -
sumed” (‘90)

Your Honor (HD)

:30 Bur gers

7 PM Ce leb rity Wheel
of

60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons (:15) Sunday
Night Foot ball
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

“Brides maids”
(‘11) A love lorn
and broke maid
of honor.

Law & Or der:
SVU

“Un der wa ter”
(‘20, Hor ror)
(HD)

(:15) “Ray Don -
o van: The
Movie” (‘22)
(HD)

:30 North (HD) Se crets

8 PM Su per mar ket
Sweep

The Equal izer
(HD)

Bur gers Law & Or der:
SVU

Se crets Eu pho ria (HD)

:30 Fam ily Guy Jessie (:36)
“Disturbia”
(‘07) Neigh bor -
hood mur der.9 PM The Rookie (HD) S.W.A.T. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie Righ teous Yellowjackets
(HD):30 aa “Bride

Wars” (‘09)
Wed ding hos til i -
ties.

Jessie Some body

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:05) Eu pho ria
(HD)

“Ray Don o van:
The Movie”
(‘22):30 Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Big City (:22) “Swimfan”

(‘02)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams NFL Re wind Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Righ teous

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal “Life of” Big City Some body “Dom ino” Yellowjack

MONDAY
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Jonesboro man sustains
fatal injuries in accident

Getting ready for next service
Dallas Keller, a young member of Mt. Moriah 

Lutheran Church in Anna, served on the parament 
committee with his mom Kelly Keller and his 
grandmother Joan Dallas to get the sanctuary ready 
for the next service. Photo provided.

A Union County man 
sustained fatal injuries in a 
two-vehicle traffic accident 
which happened Wednes-
day night, Jan. 5, south of 
Ware.

Illinois State Police Dis-
trict 22 reported that the 
accident happened at ap-
proximately 8:06 p.m. on 
Jan. 5 on Illinois Route 3, 
just south of Refuge Road, 
south of Ware.

State police reported that 
the accident involved a 
2004 Chevrolet Silverado 
and a 2018 Mack truck trac-
tor tanker trailer.

The driver of the Silvera-
do, identified by state police 
as a 25-year-old man from 
Jonesboro, sustained fatal 
injuries. The driver was 
identified as Derek Harvell.

The driver of the truck 
tractor tanker trailer was 
indentified as Jacob E. Win-
inger, 30, of Marion. He 

refused medical attention.
State police said that 

preliminary investigative 
details of the accident in-
dicated that the following 
occurred:

The truck tractor tanker 
trailer unit was traveling 
northbound on Illinois 
Route 3 in the area of Ref-
uge Road.

The Silverado was travel-
ing southbound on Illinois 
Route 3 in the same area.

The Silverado swerved 
into the northbound lane 
striking the driver’s side 
of the truck tractor tanker 
trailer unit.

Traffic on the highway 
was closed following the 
accident.

The northbound lane was 
opened at approximately 2 
a.m. The southbound lane 
was opened at approxi-
mately 7:50 a.m.

The following tribute to 
Derek Harvell was posted 
on “The AJ Wildcats” Face-
book page: 

“It is with deep regret 
we acknowledge the loss of 
Coach Derek Harvell.

“Most people would 
describe Derek as an en-
couragement. He was a 
team player and sincerely 
interested in helping those 
around him.  

“Derek was an incredible 
athlete and used his skills--
first as a student at A-J, and 
later as a member of our 

Village of Cobden, IMUA
offering scholarship program

The Village of Cobden, 
in partnership with the Il-
linois Municipal Utilities 
Association, IMUA, is 
again offering a scholarship 
competition program for 
eligible high school seniors.  

Each eligible applicant is 
asked to submit an applica-
tion and an essay of 500 
words or less addressing her 
or his choice of one of four 
utility-related questions. 

The top four vote-getters 
in this year’s essay compe-
tition will receive a finalist 
certificate and a $1,000 
scholarship award check 
from IMUA.

Applicants must be high 
school seniors whose par-
ents or legal guardians are 
residential customers of the 
Village of Cobden Munici-
pal Utility.

The program has  a 
dual purpose: to promote 
and recognize scholastic 
achievement; and to create 
greater awareness among 
young adults about the 
many issues facing con-
sumers and public power 
municipalities today. 

Today’s energy provid-
ers, including municipally-
owned and operated utili-
ties, continue to face myriad 
economic, energy, environ-
mental and other challenges 
which warrant creative and 
innovative solutions.  

Creating a greater aware-
ness about these issues 
among tomorrow’s leaders 
can be the first step in help-
ing to determine effective, 
long-term solutions, both 
now and into the future.

“Since its inception in 
2000, IMUA’s scholarship 

program has proven to be a 
very popular and success-
ful program for IMUA, 
its members and the com-
munities they serve,” said 
Kevin M. Gaden, president 
and CEO of the IMUA, in 
a news release.  

“Public power communi-
ties offer their customers a 
number of cost, efficiency, 
service and other advantag-
es compared to those served 
by other energy providers.  

“IMUA’s scholarship 
program is another example 
of how municipally-owned 
and operated utility systems 
can help return value to 
their communities while at 
the same time, provide a 
measure of financial assis-
tance and support to those 
students who wish to pursue 
a college education.” 

Since it began, the pro-
gram has awarded more 
than $55,000 to 96 students 
from 35 different IMUA 
member communities state-
wide. 

Organized in  1948, 
IMUA is a statewide trade 
association which repre-
sents the unified interests 
of, and provides services 
to, nearly 50 municipali-
ties which operate their 
own electric, natural gas, 
telecommunications, water 
and wastewater treatment 
systems.  

The deadline for submit-
ting applications and essays 
is Friday, March 11.

Applicants can contact 
IMUA’s DeeDee Bunch by 
phone at 217-789-4632 or 
dbunch@imea.org for more 
information. 

Tribute paid: ‘A-J better 
because of his influence’

coaching staff.  
As a community, we are 

blessed to have students 
who find a place to use their 
talents for the next gen-
eration of A-J students, and 
Derek certainly used his.  

He was constantly smil-
ing, always kind, and con-
sistently positive. A-J has 
been better because of his 
influence.

We have been honored to 
be a part of his story, and 
blessed Derek chose to be 
a part of ours. He will be 
missed.

and remains active until 
the compound flowers of 
goldenrod start to fade. 

Yellow-faced bees can be 
seen pollinating the minia-
ture white and purple flow-
ers of common mountain 
mint. These small flowers 
are arranged in clusters that 
bloom in late summer.

Small carpenter bees, 
which are black and me-
tallic blue, excavate the 
center of small stems in the 
garden. 

They have fine pollen-
collecting hairs on their legs 
and carry pollen and nectar 
back to the nest within the 
stem.

Small carpenter bees are 
attracted to small flowers of 
spring-blooming pussy wil-
low and summer-blooming 
yarrow. Yarrow flowers 
cannot pollinate themselves 
and rely on the service of 
small bees.

“When spring comes, 
instead of cutting your gar-
den back to the ground, 
consider removing only 
the top of the stems to en-
courage opportunistic bees 
like small carpenter bees 
to make nesting cells to 
overwinter in,” says Allsup.

For more information on 
how to support pollinators, 
contact an Extension horti-
culture expert at go.illinois.
edu/ExtensionOffice.

While the bumblebee 
may be the most well-
known pollinator, pollina-
tors come in a variety of 
shapes, species and sizes.

“Many entomologists 
believe the tiny sweat bee 
nectaring on your flowering 
weed is just as important to 
a healthy ecosystem as the 
more well-known bumble 
bee and honey bee,” says 
Kelly Allsup, a University 
of Illinois horticulture edu-
cator.

Gardeners and home-
owners can make a space 
more attractive to the small 
pollinators of Illinois by 
planting miniature flowers. 

Plant small flowering 
plants, such as yarrow, to 
support small pollinators. 
Yarrow cannot pollinate it-
self and relies on the service 
of small bees.

Small sweat bees are 
dark brown, gray, black or 
metallic with hairs on their 
legs and abdomen, giving 
them a fuzzy appearance. 

These pollinating bees 
nest in bare ground that has 
loose soil. They nest indi-
vidually, but there may be 
multiple nests in one area.

“Small sweat bees are 
especially attracted to a 
much beloved Illinois na-
tive shrub, button bush,” 
Allsup says.

Button bush boasts mi-
nuscule tube-shaped florets 
on a globular white seed 
head in the middle of sum-
mer, followed by an orna-
mental red seed head. 

This large shrub grows 
to about 6 to 8 feet and can 
form thickets in wet envi-
ronments. 

Yellow-faced or masked 
bees, are dark bees that look 
like wasps with their yellow 
or white face markings. 

Lacking the hair of typi-
cal pollinating bees, these 
tiny bees ingest pollen and 
nectar, then regurgitate the 
mixture in nesting cells 
to feed larvae when they 
hatch.

This pollinator emerges 
in the late spring when 
the bold flowers of golden 
alexanders, begin to bloom 

Gardeners, homeowners
invited to make space for
small pollinators of Illinois

The Illinois State Water 
Survey in Champaign re-
ported that the preliminary 
statewide average Decem-
ber temperature was 39.4 
degrees. That was 9.6 de-
grees above the 1991-2020 
average and the second 
warmest on record going 
back to 1895. 

The preliminary state-
wide average total Decem-
ber precipitation was 2.70 
inches, which was 0.02 of 

an inch above the 1991-
2020 average and tied for 
the 40th wettest on record.  

Data are provisional and 
may change slightly over 
time, the water survey re-
ported.

December average tem-
peratures ranged from the 
low 30s in Northern Illinois 
to the high 40s in Southern 
Illinois, which was between 
6 and 12 degrees above 
normal.

Warm December in Illinois

Writers to meet
The Southeast Missouri 

Writers’ Guild plans to meet 
Saturday, Jan. 15, in Cape 
Girardeau.

The meeting is scheduled 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon in 
the Geraldine Hirsh con-
ference room at the Cape 
Girardeau Public Library.

Robert Price is scheduled 
to speak about websites.

More information is 
available by contacting 
the guild by phone at 573-
576-4312 or by email at 
smwgpres19@gmail.com. 

Information also is avail-
able on the guild’s website 
at https://southeastmowrit-
ers.wixsite.com/website.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email me 
at marthaannwebb@gmail.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

80th Birthday
Sharon Toler turned 80 

on Dec. 27. A birthday par-
ty was held in her honor at 
her home with her husband 
Dee Toler, Jon, Bev, Jerod, 
and Jacob Schaefer, Brian, 
Alli, Max, Nata Toler and 
Hunter Sullivan. She had 
Dairy Queen cake which 
is her favorite. 

Guest
Of Lois Clutts  Christ-

mas week was her son 
Ron Clutts from Atlanta, 
Ga. Ron took Lois and her 
sister Joyce Miller shop-
ping at Fairview Heights 
while here.

Outing
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er along with Bob and Bet-
ty Caraker went out to eat 
and a movie last Tuesday.

Special Thanks
To Jo Ellen Rich for 

her donation of an Honor 
Wreaths for Veterans for 
Jessie David Haire in the 
Jonesboro Cemetery. 

To Mike and Debbie 
Fitzgerald for their dona-
tion for a Honor Wreaths 
for Veterans in honor of 
dad James A. Smith WWII 
Navy, uncle Adolph W. 
Walter III WWII Army, 
plus 4 Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans without sponsors 
for Anna Cemetery. 

Rebecca Redendo for 
her father Lloyd Redenbo 
Anna Cemetery. To Jim-
my and Deborah Walker 
for  George W “ Bud “ 
Hill, Steven A. Hill and 3 
wreaths for veterans that 
have no one left to buy 
for them for our Anna 
Cemetery. 

Judy Wyatt of Wyatt 
Storage for Anna Freddie 
J. Colboth, for Jonesboro 
Fred J. Colboth, 2 for vet-
erans that have no one left 
to buy for them.

Carlene Tripp for her 
husband Don Tripp in 
Jonesboro, her stepfather 
Leonard Lifto in Alto Pass.

Adar Jones for her hus-

Mike and Marilyn Meisenheimer celebrated their 
47th wedding anniversary Jan. 4. They enjoyed a 
meal at Southerners in Cape Girardeau.

S h a r o n  T o l e r 
celebrated her birthday 
Dec. 27, 2021.

A s h e r  S m i t h 
ce lebrated h is  2nd 
birthday Jan. 2.

Malachi Huffman dressed warm before going 
outside to make his snow angel. Malachi celebrated 
his snow days with a snow angel. It is way too cold 
out there for me. Happy New Year. Tara Huffman.

Shown here with her motivational display for 
February for the First Tuesday Fiber Group at 
Little Egypt Art Association in Marion is group 
leader, Marie Samuel. Fiber February Projects is a 
display of ideas for the group ranging from hearts 
made with and onto various materials ranging from 
crochet, appliqué, fabric collage, plush, felt, t-shirts 
and others. For more information about the fiber  
class phone LEAA at 618-998-8530.

band J.E. Jones Big Creek 
Church Cemetery, her 
brother-in-law John Bos-
tian Anna Cemetery.

Aaron J. Hart for Anna 
Aaron W. Hart, Jim McNe-
mee, Gilbert Krupp, Jones-
boro Thomas Coffman, 
Casper Church Cemetery.

Thomas Hileman, Ste-
ven and Sue Bauer for 
Anna Cemetery Curtis L. 
Adams, Tracy and Diane 
Kirby for Anna Cemetery  
Kenneth Millis. 

Wilma Thomas for Jean 
C. Halterman and Clarence 
O. Halterman both Navy 
veterans Anna Cemetery.  
Karen and Tom Betts for 
Stanley Boswell Jr. and 
Edward Eugene “ Gene” 
Taylor Anna Cemetery. 

Terry and Barbara House 
for their donation of Honor 
Wreaths for Veterans in 
memory of Terry’s dad 
Arthur House and Barba-
ra’s uncle Willie Gibson. 
Both were Army veterans.  
These wreaths and the 
matching wreaths from 
Wreaths Across America 
will be placed on veterans 
graves in our Anna Ceme-
tery that have no one to buy 
for them. 

Congratulations
William Dixon has gone 

back to work delivering 
the Southern Illinoisan. 
He retired delivering the 
Southern after 30 years 
but after two weeks joined 
them again to deliver the 
newspapers. 

William said when he 
first started delivering the 
paper he rode his bike to 
many streets in Anna bring-
ing the paper to homes. 

William is also appre-
ciated very much for his 
church ministry deliver-
ing meals to people and 
passing out food at Anna 
Nazarene Church. 

Red Hat Ladies
The Little Egypt Red Hat 

Ladies will meet Wednes-
day, Jan. 19, 11 a.m., at El 

Jalapeño in Anna.
Sympathy
To the many families 

who have lost a loved one. 
Please keep them in your 
prayers.

Special Thanks
Bryice Dillow along 

with Greg Lingle collect-
ed items to take to the 
recent tornado victims in 
Madisonville, Ky., in Greg 
Lingle Trucking semi. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna 

Rev. Tim Gossett’s ser-
mon was on The Waters 
of Baptism with scripture 
from Matthew 3: 13-17. 
Rev. Tim talked to the chil-
dren about being baptized.  

Special music was Carol 
of the Drum with the hand 
chimes. 

Prayers for those who 
have lost loved ones and 
who are sick with COVID 
and other illnesses. 

Loaves and Fishes will 
be Tuesday, Jan. 18, start-
ing at 3:30 p.m.

National Law Enforce-
ment Day 

Sunday, Jan. 9, was Ap-
preciation Day for our 
Law Enforcement Officers. 
Please keep them in your 
prayers every day as they 
risk their lives to protect 
us. We appreciate you so 
much and honor and re-
spect you all. 

Anna-Jo Garden Club 
Blue Star Marker com-

mittee met to discuss a 
possible Gold Star marker 
at the Anna-Jo Hindman 
Park next to McDonald’s 
in Anna.  

Those meeting were 
committee head Peggy 
Ferguson, Glenda McDow-
ell, Jean Few and Martha 
Ann Webb. 

The garden club will 
meet Feb. 8 for their first 
meeting of the new year at 
1 p.m. at the United Meth-
odist Church in Anna. The 

club always welcomes new 
members. 

The committees are 
meeting at different times 
this month to make plans 
for 2022. 

Gala
The 7th annual Gala 

Winter Wonder Glam will 
be held Jan. 29 starting 
at 5 p.m. at the Alto Pass 
beautiful Havisham House. 
Sponsored by Union Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce 
and Economic Develop-
ment. 

Dinner will be served by 
The Kitchen on Lafayette.  
There will be live music 
by The Intention, dancing, 
a live auction and chamber 
awards, including business 
of the year. There will also 
be a 50/50 raffle. Contact 
the chamber of commerce 
for tickets.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

January birthdays: Jan. 
12 Gary Roach, 13 Vel-
ma Eaker, Don Laster, 14 
Jason Oliver, Joni Yates, 
15 Cheyanne Greer, Bill 
Hess, Davontae Webb, 16 
Bill Pace.

Anniversary: Jan. 15 
Gary and Donna Taylor.

Attendance for Jan. 3: 

8 a.m. worship  61,  10:30 
a.m. worship 108, small 
group Bible study 195.

Souper Bowl Fellow-
ship  Sunday, Feb. 13, after 
morning worship service. 
Chili cookoff for the men 
and dessert bake off for 
the women. Men bring 
your favorite chili or soup 
and women your favorite 
dessert and soup.

CCBA men’s wild game 
supper Friday, Jan. 21, 6 
p.m., at Harvest Church.

GA/RA’s are collecting 

winter hats, gloves, scarves 
and accessories during the 
month of January. Drop off 
at the collection center.

Momma Lou’s Crafters, 
Thursday, Jan. 27, 6:30 
p.m. in the FLC chapel. 
This month’s project: salt 
shaker snowmen.

Ministry meeting is Sun-
day, Jan. 20, at 6 p.m.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon se-
ries, Genesis the Begin-
ning  This week: The Flood 
and the Ark of Salvation.

Happy holidays...or maybe just happy snow day
Light snow which fell Thursday, Jan. 6, covered holiday season decorations which were still on display 

along Gumdrop Drive at the Anna City Park. The snow was accompanied by bitter cold temperatures.
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruis-
er. Runs, 125K miles, needs 
work. $750.00 obo. Text 
(618)-855-0912.

tfn

For rent
FOR RENT: Newly remod-
eled 2 bedroom, 1 bath house 
with 1-car garage, located in 
Anna. No pets. No smoking. 
References required. $800.00 
per month. Call (618)-697-
0664, Mark.

5gp tfn

Help 
Wanted

The United States Postal 
Service is accepting 

applications for 
 

 RURAL CARRIER 
ASSOCIATE

($19.06 per hour)
for the ANNA IL, and CAI-

RO IL Post Office

Apply online today
  at 

http://www.usps.com/
careers

• Select Apply Now
• Select Illinois for the 

location and type Anna or 
Cairo in keywords.
• Select “RURAL 

CARRIER ASSOCIATE 
(RCA)” for Anna IL or 

Cairo IL
• Set up your Profile and 

Apply.

• ATTENTION 
CURRENT 

EMPLOYEES:  
Noncareer employees who 

wish to apply must use their 
existing external eCareer pro-
file or create a new external 
profile, apply, and follow 
instructions for testing or 
attaching previous test scores.  

• ATTENTION!  We will 
communicate with you by 
email concerning your appli-
cation, so it is very important 
that you are able to receive 
our messages. Please add the 
following email addresses to 
your contact list right away 
to allow correspondence, 
especially if you use SPAM 
blocking software, use a ya-
hoo account, or use a work or 
military email address!

• ecareerworkflow@
usps.gov

• usps_support@
panpowered.com

• USPSeServices@
geninfo.com

49p-5g

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for full and part-time Custodi-
ans for Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin. Apply at 
Main Campus front desk. 
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext. 
3436.

51gpc tfn

CITY OF ANNA, 
FULL-TIME/

PART-TIME GENERAL 
LABORER

The City of Anna, IL is 
accepting applications for 
the position of a Full-Time/
Part-Time General Laborer.  
This position will involve 
the ability to perform general 
maintenance tasks.  Mainte-
nance experience is preferred, 
a minimum age of 18, and 

a valid driver’s license is 
required. Eligible candidates 
must pass a medical and 
criminal background check, 
as well as reside within 30 
minutes of the corporate 
limits of Anna.  An hourly 
rate of $17.51 per hour, aver-
aging approximately 25 to 30 
hours of weekly work, with 
a limited benefit package are 
included.  Applications will 
be available for interested 
candidates at Anna City Hall 
or online at cityofanna.org. 
Please return resume and em-
ployment application to the 
Human Resources Depart-
ment at Anna City Hall, 103 
Market Street Anna, IL 62906 
or by email to aguined@
cityofanna.org. Position will 
remain open until filled. EOE.

5-6g

Wanted
ARROWHEADS! Amateur 
Archeologist is obsessed with 
the hobby. I am building a 
museum of artifacts from 
Missouri & Illinois, and 
would like to buy individual 
finds or whole collections. 
ALSO, looking for sites to 
buy or lease that have a lot 
of "flint". Happy to answer 
any questions! Call Sean, 
(314)-608-2692.

52p-1g tfn

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

BENJAMIN Professional 
Services Offers:

Road Salt Spreading,
$1.00 per foot of road, 

with a minimum charge of 
$50.00

Call (618)-499-9091
3p-7gc

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p5g tfn

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA STATE BANK,
An Illinois Banking 

Corporation,
Plaintiff,

THEODORE ALBERT 
III

AND
TRACY ALBERT
AND UNKNOWN 

OWNER.
Defendant.

No. 2020-CH-7

NOTICE OF 
SHERIFF’S SALE OF 

REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of Fore-
closure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on August 
26, 2021, the Sheriff of 
Union County, Illinois will 
on January 27, 2022 at the 
hour of 9:00 A.M. at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
Front Door of the Courthouse, 

Jonesboro, IL 62952, or in a 
place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County of 
Union and State of Illinois, 
sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following 
described real estate:

TRACT I:
A PART OF THE SOUTH-

EAST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 20, TOWN-
SHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 
1 WEST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
IN UNION COUNTY, IL-
LINOIS, DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING

AT A POINT ON THE 
WEST LINE OF LIME KILN 
ROAD IN THE CITY OF 
ANNA WHICH IS 139-1/2 
FEET NORTH OF THE 
INTERSECTION OF THE 
WEST LINE OF SAID 
LIME KILN ROAD AND 
THE NORTH LINE OF LIN-
COLN STREET; THENCE 
FROM SAID POINT OF BE-
GINNING NORTH ALONG 
SAID WEST LINE OF LIME 
KILN ROAD 57-1/2 FEET 
TO A POINT; THENCE 
WEST 88 FEET, MORE OR 
LESS, TO A POINT;

THENCE SOUTH 55 
FEET, MORE OR LESS, 
TO A POINT WHICH IS 
134 FEET NORTH OF THE 
NORTH LINE OF LIN-
COLN STREET; THENCE 
88 FEET, MORE OR LESS, 
TO THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING; SITUATED IN 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS.

TRACT II:
LOT FOUR (4) IN WIL-

LIAM M. EDDLEMAN’S 
FIRST ADDITION TO THE 
CITY OF ANNA, SITUAT-
ED IN THE COUNTY OF 
UNION AND STATE OF 
ILLINOIS.

PIN 05-20-03-552 & 14-
00-08-718

Common address: 
107 and 108 Lime Kiln 
Road, 
Anna, Illinois 62906
Sale Terms: 10% due by 

cash or certified funds at the 
time of sale and the balance 
is due within 24 hours of the 
sale.  The subject property is 
subject to real estate taxes, 
specials assessments or spe-
cial taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for 
sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in “as is” 
condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the Court.

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled only 
to return of the deposit paid.  
The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee 
or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the purchaser 
shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the 
purchaser to Deed to the real 
estate after Confirmation of 
the Sale.  The successful pur-
chaser has the sole responsi-
bility/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 
subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection and 
Plaintiff makes no represen-
tation as to the condition of 
the property.  Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 
check the Court file to verify 
all information.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or contact 
Plaintiff’s attorney: D. Brian 
Trambley, 803 W. Vine Street, 
P.O. Box 899, Vienna, IL 
62995, (618) 658-2182.

D. Brian Trambley, 
Attorney for Plaintiff

Reg. #6217256
803 W. Vine Street, 

P.O. Box 899
Vienna, IL 62995

Telephone: (618) 658-2182
trambleylaw@gmail.com

3-5g

STATE OF ILLINOIS
CIRCUIT COURT
UNION COUNTY

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
OF COURT DATE FOR 
REQUEST FOR NAME 

CHANGE 
(MINOR CHILD)

REQUEST OF:
TINA GRANT

TO CHANGE NAME OF 
MINOR CHILD

WESLEY TYSON 

GRANT
2021-MR-85

There will be a court date 
on a request for name change 
(minor child) to change the 
name from WESLEY TY-
SON GRANT to the new 
name of WESLEY TYSON 
GRANT STROEHLEIN. 

The court date will be held 
on FEBRUARY 9, 2022 at 
9  a.m. at the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 W. Market 
Street, Jonesboro, Illinois, in 
Courtroom 1.

Tina Grant
3-5g

NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
FILE APPLICATION

The Alto Pass Water Dis-
trict, Union County, IL is 
submitting an application 
for financial assistance to 
USDA Rural Development 
to complete a preliminary 
engineering report for a new 
water source.

Additional information 
may be obtained by contact-
ing the Alto Pass Water Dis-
trict office at 105 Elm Street, 
Alto Pass or Scott Wilmouth, 
Manager, at (618)-893-4332.

5g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE INTEREST OF:
KAYLEIGH SHEPARD,
KIYLEIGH SHEPARD,

Minors.
NO. 2019-JA-36

2019-JA-37

AMENDED NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION
PURSUANT TO 

705 ILCS 405/2-16

Daniel Trammel, and 
to ALL WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN:

TAKE NOTICE that on 
9/7/2021 a Motion for Termi-
nation of Parental Rights was 
filed under the Juvenile Court 
Act of 1987 by PATRICK D. 
DALY, as Special Prosecutor, 
in and for Union County, 
Illinois, in the Circuit Court 
of Union County entitled “In 
the interest of KAYLEIGH 
SHEPARD, a minor”, and 
“In the interest of KIYLEIGH 
SHEPARD, a minor”, and 
that in Judge Amanda Byas-
see Gott courtroom at Union 
County Courthouse, 309 West 
Market Street, Jonesboro, 
Illinois on Tuesday, the 8th 
day of February, 2022, at the 
hour of 1:00 PM, or as soon 
thereafter as this cause may be 
heard, a termination of paren-
tal rights hearing will be held 
upon the motion to have the 
child declared to be a ward of 
the court under that Act.  THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY 
IN THIS PROCEEDING TO 
TAKE FROM YOU THE 
CUSTODY AND GUARD-
IANSHIP OF THE MINOR, 
TO TERMINATE YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARD-
IAN WITH POWER TO 
CONSENT TO ADOPTION.  
YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO 
YOUR CHILD.  IF THE PE-
TITION REQUESTS THE 
TERMINATION OF YOUR 

PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
THE APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH 
POWER TO CONSENT TO 
ADOPTION, YOU MAY 
LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.  
Unless you appear you will 
not be entitled to further 
written notices or publication 
notices of the proceedings in 
this case, including the filing 
of an amended petition or a 
motion to terminate parental 
rights.

Now, unless you appear at 
the hearing and show cause 
against the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition may 
stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order 
or judgment entered.

Keri Clark
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dated: January 13, 2022
5g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE INTEREST OF:
KYNLEIGH SHEPARD,

A Minor.
NO. 2019-JA-38

AMENDED NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION
PURSUANT TO 

705 ILCS 405/2-16

to ALL WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN:

TAKE NOTICE that on 
9/7/2021 a Motion for Termi-
nation of Parental Rights was 
filed under the Juvenile Court 
Act of 1987 by PATRICK D. 
DALY, as Special Prosecutor, 
in and for Union County, 
Illinois, in the Circuit Court 
of Union County entitled “In 
the interest of KAYLEIGH 
SHEPARD, a minor”, and 
“In the interest of KIYLEIGH 
SHEPARD, a minor”, and 
that in Judge Amanda Byas-
see Gott courtroom at Union 
County Courthouse, 309 West 
Market Street, Jonesboro, 
Illinois on Tuesday, the 8th 
day of February, 2022, at the 
hour of 1:00 PM, or as soon 
thereafter as this cause may be 
heard, a termination of paren-
tal rights hearing will be held 
upon the motion to have the 
child declared to be a ward of 
the court under that Act.  THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY 
IN THIS PROCEEDING TO 
TAKE FROM YOU THE 
CUSTODY AND GUARD-
IANSHIP OF THE MINOR, 
TO TERMINATE YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARD-
IAN WITH POWER TO 
CONSENT TO ADOPTION.  
YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO 
YOUR CHILD.  IF THE PE-
TITION REQUESTS THE 
TERMINATION OF YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
THE APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH 
POWER TO CONSENT TO 
ADOPTION, YOU MAY 
LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.  
Unless you appear you will 
not be entitled to further 
written notices or publication 
notices of the proceedings in 
this case, including the filing 
of an amended petition or a 
motion to terminate parental 

rights.
Now, unless you appear at 
the hearing and show cause 
against the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition may 
stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order 
or judgment entered.

Keri Clark
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dated: January 13, 2022
5g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE INTEREST OF:
CHRISTOPHER 

DAVIDSON,
A Minor.

NO. 2019-JA-35

AMENDED NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION
PURSUANT TO 

705 ILCS 405/2-16

Douglas Christopher Da-
vidson, and to ALL WHOM 
IT MAY CONCERN:

TAKE NOTICE that on 
9/7/2021 a motion for termi-
nation of parental rights was 
filed under the Juvenile Court 
Act of 1987 by PATICK D. 
DALY, as Special Prosecutor, 
in and for Union County, Il-
linois, in the Circuit Court of 
Union County entitled “In the 
interest of CHRISTOPHER 
DAVIDSON, a minor”, and 
that in Judge Amanda Byas-
see Gott courtroom at Union 
County Courthouse, 309 West 
Market Street, Jonesboro, 
Illinois on Tuesday, the 8th 
day of February, 2022, at 
the hour of 1:00 PM, or as 
soon thereafter as this cause 
may be heard, a termination 
hearing will be held upon 
the motion to have the child 
declared to be a ward of the 
court under that Act.  THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY 
IN THIS PROCEEDING TO 
TAKE FROM YOU THE 
CUSTODY AND GUARD-
IANSHIP OF THE MINOR, 
TO TERMINATE YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND 
TO APPOINT A GUARD-
IAN WITH POWER TO 
CONSENT TO ADOPTION.  
YOU MAY LOSE ALL 
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO 
YOUR CHILD.  IF THE PE-
TITION REQUESTS THE 
TERMINATION OF YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND 
THE APPOINTMENT 
OF A GUARDIAN WITH 
POWER TO CONSENT TO 
ADOPTION, YOU MAY 
LOSE ALL PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.  
Unless you appear you will 
not be entitled to further 
written notices or publication 
notices of the proceedings in 
this case, including the filing 
of an amended petition or a 
motion to terminate parental 
rights.

Now, unless you appear at 
the hearing and show cause 
against the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition may 
stand admitted as against you 
and each of you, and an order 
or judgment entered.

Keri Clark
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Dated: January 13, 2022
5g

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section
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Per inch .................................................$12.50
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To Place Your Ad In The Gazette-Democrat

Call (618) 833-2158
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Obituaries

Carl E. ‘Corkey’ Kesler
Carl E. “Corkey” Kesler, 

88, died at 4:02 a.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 19, 2021, at OSF St. 
Anthony’s Health Center in 
Alton.

He was born on Jan. 8, 
1933, in Elco, the son of 
McTitus and Cynthia Ann 
Provo Kesler.

He married Linda Sue 
Gullett on Nov. 7, 1964, in 
Edwardsville. She survives.

A corporal in the U.S. 
Army during the Korean 
Conflict, he worked as an 
adjuster and key press operator in the 
cupping department of Olin Corp. for 44 
years before his retirement. He also owned 
several rental homes in the East Alton area. 
He was a 1950 graduate of Ullin High School. 

He was an accomplished musician, and played in sev-
eral area bands, most recently the Gene Maynard Band. 
He was a hard-working man.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by a daughter, 
Rhonda Keeney of Brighton; a son, Randy Kesler of 
East Alton; eight grandchildren, Mikki Dearing, Michael 
Taylor Bonbrake, Martin Keeney, Brandi Jackson, Erik 
Kesler, Daniel Spickerman, Shelby Spickerman and James 
Stanton; six great-grandchildren; a half-sister, Loretta 
Grant of Anna; and two half-brothers, Perry Roe of Aurora 
and Larry Roe of Collinsville.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death 
by a daughter, Patricia Spickerman and a half-brother, 
Everett “Butch” Roe.

Funeral services were at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28, at 
Paynic Home for Funerals in East Alton.

An online guestbook is available at www.paynicfh.com.

Patricia Ann Lewis
Patricia Ann Lewis, 80, of Kissimmee, Fla., and for-

merly of Anna, died Saturday, Jan. 8, at AdventHealth 
East in Orlando, Fla.

Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman & 
Hileman Funeral Home in Anna.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Jimmie G. ‘Jim’ Fuller
Jimmie G. “Jim” Full-

er, 84, of Jonesboro, died 
Wednesday, Jan. 5, 2022, at 
Jonesboro Rehabilitation and 
Health Care Center. 

He was born on Jan. 19, 
1937, in Anna, the son of Ro-
bart and Virgie Verble Fuller. 

He married Dorothy Mae 
“Dot” Barlow on Feb. 21, 
1959, in Anna. She preceded 
him in death on Nov. 10, 
2013.

Mr. Fuller is survived by 
two sons, Stanley (Cheryl) Fuller of Jones-
boro and Brad Lee Fuller of St. Louis; three 
grandchildren, Joshua (Trisha) Fuller, Noah 
Fuller and Hannah (Ryan) Hileman; two great-grandchil-
dren, Estella Fuller and Josie Hileman; a sister, Eloise 
Lindsey of Harrisburg; a sister-in-law, Brenda (Dana) 
Lute of Florida; special friends Faye Pearson and Tammy 
Aden; nieces, nephews, other relatives and many friends. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Dot Fuller; his 
parents; a brother, Robert Fuller; two sisters-in-law, Bet-
ty Fuller and Norma Fuller; and a brother-in-law, Chet 
Lindsey.

He served in the U.S. Air Force from 1955 to 1959. He 
served the Cobden community as a fireman for 25 years, 
also serving as fire chief. 

He was a member of Cobden Masonic Lodge No. 466, 
Moose Lodge No. 1346 in Anna and the Bass Club. 

Together with his wife Dot, they started Jim & Dot’s 
Shoe and Western Wear Store in Anna; they worked side 
by side for over 48 years. This year would have been 57 
years for him in business. He was an amazing shoe cobbler 
and could fix anything and he loved playing poker.

Funeral services for Mr. Fuller were at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 12, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in 
Anna, with the Rev. Joseph Hawkins officiating. 

Interment followed in Jonesboro Cemetery. Military 
rites were conducted by Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 
of the VFW in Anna and the Scott Air Force Base honor 
guard. 

Memorials can be made to Moose Lodge No. 1346 in 
Anna or to Hospice of Southern Illinois.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Joyce Ann Sullivan
Joyce Ann Sullivan, 80, 

of Anna, died peacefully at 
her home on Friday, Jan. 
7, 2022, surrounded by her 
loving family.

Joyce was born the daugh-
ter of Henry (Frog) and Nora 
(Davis) Bryan in Mascoutah, 
Ill.

Joyce married William 
Joseph (Joe) Sullivan on July 
12, 1958, at Joe’s home in 
Jonesboro, Ill.

Joyce was a wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grand-
mother, sister, aunt and friend to so many who loved her. 

She opened her home and table to multitudes of people 
over the years. Her dinner table rarely consisted of just 
her immediate family. Joyce and Joe’s house was always 
full of family and friends. 

Joyce was a farmer’s wife in every sense of the word. 
She kept her house spotless, fed and clothed her four 
children (often making their clothes). 

She carried full meals to Joe in the field while he farmed 
from dawn to after midnight. 

She mowed the lawn, fed the animals, milked the cow 
and maintained a garden that fed her family all winter. 
She was Joe’s right hand. He was her heart. 

Joyce briefly worked outside the home while she ful-
filled her farm work as well. She worked at Florsheim 
Shoe Factory, Fashion Land and she and Joe worked 
several years together at Randy Myers Farm Service 
and Thompson Chemical serving the needs of our Union 
County farmers. Joyce also worked at the original Pizza 
Villa. 

She and Joe were a team. They raised their children 
and taught them the value of hard work. They made sure 
they took their children to church and taught them the 
importance of loving our Lord and Savior.  

Joyce had six siblings. Out of these six siblings, four 
of them and their spouses lived with Joe and Joyce for 
periods of time. Both of Joe’s sisters and nephew also 
lived with them at times. Their hearts were big and their 
house was full. No one was ever turned away. With what 
some might think was little, they gave much. 

Joyce and her beloved Joe passed in less than two weeks 
of each other. Joyce and Joe loved dancing together. They 
are once again a team and are most probably gliding across 
a giant dance floor together again. 

Joyce is survived by her children Billie (Terry) Hen-
derson of Cobden, Linda Cain of Jonesboro, John (Cathy) 
Sullivan of Anna and Russell “Gene” (Lisa) Sullivan 
of Jonesboro; grandchildren T.J. (Tanette) Henderson 
of Jonesboro, Amy (Jason) Penrod of Anna, William 
(Cheyna) Sullivan of Midland, Texas, Ashley Sullivan 
Bell of Anna, Derrek (Charley) Kerley of Anna, Lauren 
(Codie) Greer of Boaz, Ian Easton, Arianna and Emelia 
Sullivan of Anna, Rusty (Racheal) Sullivan and Jake 
(Kati) Sullivan of Jonesboro; great-grandchildren Rage 
and Titan Henderson, Hannah (Jordan Dillow) Hileman, 
Mayci (Levi Moutria) Penrod, Ellie Penrod of Anna, An-
drew Penrod and Madison Penrod of Metropolis, Hunter, 
John, Alex, Mia, Joey, Noah, Bryce and Trystan Sullivan 
of Anna, Daxtyn Kerley of Anna, Daisy, Wyatt, Hallie 
and Reed Sullivan of Jonesboro. Sisters Betty Mueller of 
Millstadt, Henrietta Youngblood of Mattoon, Sue (Kent) 
Egner of Peoria. Sisters-in-law Helen (Dennis) Williams 
of Auburndale, Fla., and Nancy (Larry) Hileman of Anna. 
Many other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her husband of 63 years, 
Joe Sullivan; her parents; sisters Myrtle Schulter and 
Charlotte Toler; a brother, Lawrence “Butch” Bryan; and 
brothers-in-law Clyde Schulter, Max Youngblood and 
Melvin Mueller. 

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Monday, Jan. 10, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro, with 
Jason Forby officiating. Interment was in Jonesboro Cem-
etery. Memorials can be made to Lockard Chapel Church. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Derek Thomas Harvell
Derek Thomas Harvell, 25, 

of Jonesboro, passed away 
Wednesday, Jan. 5, 2022. 

He was born on Dec. 10, 
1996, in Cape Girardeau, 
the son of Darryl and Diane 
Moreland Harvell.

He is survived by his par-
ents; a sister, Jessica (Khyle) 
Dean; nieces and nephew 
Aria, Brigham and Ada-
ley Dean; his grandmother, 
Dorothy Harvell; aunts and 
uncles Brian and Bruce Mo-
reland, Terri and Tom Pinn-
ick and Donna and Kenny Brumleve; other relatives and 
many friends.

A graduate of Anna-Jonesboro Community High School 
and Southeast Missouri State University, Derek touched 
many lives as a classmate, soccer player, coach and friend. 
He was assistant soccer coach at Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School. 

He enjoyed writing and reading. He was an animal 
lover and avid gardener. He had a genuine love for the 
environment and all creatures. He was a member of the 
Arbor Day Foundation. Derek will be missed by all who 
knew and loved him.

Funeral services for Derek Harvell will be at 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 15, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home 
in Jonesboro, with Bill Littrell officiating. Interment will 
follow at the Jonesboro Cemetery. 

Visitation will be from 10 a.m. until the service time at 1 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 15, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro. 

Memorials can be made to Union County Animal Con-
trol or to the Anna-Jonesboro Soccer Program. 

To visit Derek’s memorial page and to leave online 
condolences for the family, visit the 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home 
website at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Pearl A. Baker
Pearl A. Baker, 91, of 

Anna, died Thursday, Jan.  
6, 2022, at 7:05 p.m. at her 
residence. 

She was born on Aug. 11, 
1930, in Dongola, the daugh-
ter of Edward and Velva 
Lentz Baker.

She worked for the City 
of Anna for 30 years until 
her retirement. She then 
got to enjoy babysitting her 
great- and great-great-nieces 
and nephews. She was also 
a caretaker for her mother, 
sisters, one uncle and one 
aunt until their deaths. 

She was a lifelong member of the Church of Christ. 
For years, she would have a huge family dinner every 
Sunday and her cooking was unlike any other. Pearl was 
the matriarch to the whole family.

Survivors include her niece, Frances (David) Cook Sr.; 
great-nieces and nephews David (Janet) Cook, Scottie 
Cook, Amanda (Chris) Fowler, John (Robin) Stuber, 
Jackie Atwood and Jeff Stuber; 12 great-great-nieces and 
nephews; 19 great-great-great-nieces and nephews; and 
several other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; two sisters, 
Louise Baker and Bernice Morber; one niece, Ruth Ann 
(Jack) Stuber; and many friends. 

Funeral services were at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 11, 
at Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro, with Bryan 
McAlister officiating. Interment followed in Christian 
Chapel Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to Christian Chapel Cemetery 
or to Hospice of Southern Illinois. 

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge 
of arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

John F. Berry Sr.
John F. Berry Sr., 70, of 

Anna, died Sunday, Jan. 9, 
2022, at Union County Hos-
pital in Anna.

He was born on Jan. 13, 
1951, in Cobden, the son 
of Delmar and Vesta Davis 
Berry. 

He married Brenda Poole 
on Aug. 1, 1969, in Alto Pass.

Mr. Berry is survived by 
his wife, Brenda Berry of 
Anna; a son, Johnny (Eileen) 
Berry Jr. of Ullin; a daughter, 
Bobbie Jo (Stephen) Lipe of 
Dongola; grandchildren Col-
by, Jacob and Samuel Lipe, 
and Skylar Tubbs; sisters 
Kathleen Trexler, Rita Trexler and Patricia Peshoff; other 
relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and by siblings 
Tom Berry, Timmy Berry and Ruby Coffman.

He enjoyed riding his Harley and shooting his guns. He 
loved horses and camping. He was a member of the Union 
County Saddle Club and every year he and his daughter, 
Bobbie, would do a nine-day trail ride and camp. He en-
joyed taking boat rides with his wife. He loved spending 
time with his family, especially his grandkids. 

Services were at 1 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 12, at Rend-
leman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro, with the 
Rev. Clint Nale officiating. Interment was in Friendship 
Cemetery.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Rev. Joseph Ray Hankla
Rev. Joseph Ray Hankla, 

91, died Sunday, Jan. 2, 
2022, at Memorial Hospital 
of Carbondale.

Rev. Hankla was born 
on May 25, 1930, in Union 
County, the son of Amos and 
Opal Williams Hankla.

He married Viola Mae 
Clayton on Sept. 16, 1949.  
She preceded him in death 
on May 22, 2018.  

Rev. Hankla was a United 
Methodist Church pastor 
for 42 years, serving in the 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference.  

He served beginning at New Salem and Beverly Charge 
in Jacksonville.  Then, Ramsey, Christ Church, Fairview 
Heights, manager of Little Grassy United Methodist 
Camp, director of camps and conferences, Johnston 
City-Cedar Grove, Johnston City, Du Quoin, and retiring 
from Litchfield.  

He began mission work: first Little Grassy Camp, 
nomad projects in many places in the United States, the 
Hispanic ministry in  Cobden and volunteering at First 
United Methodist, Church in Carbondale. His most re-
warding ministry was the Hispanic Ministry in Cobden.

He is survived by sister, Betsie Stokes of Anna; a broth-
er, Richard (Joyce) Hankla of Decatur, Ala.; a brother-
in-law, Jerrie Clayton of Anna and sisters-in-law Vurtis 
(Jim) Duckworth of Perks, Louise (Art Pender) Smith of 
Jonesboro and Carolyn Bird of Jonesboro.  

He is also survived by nieces Claudia Williams, Lisa 
Brown, Cindy Thomas, Tammy Gulley and Becky Rog-
ers; nephews Larry Mays, Darrell Stokes, Robert “Bob” 
Hankla and Scott Hankla; and many other family, friends 
and church members. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Viola Mae (Clay-
ton) Hankla; his parents; brothers Amos Hankla, Robert 
Wayne Hankla and Harold Dean Hankla; sisters Juanita 
Daume and Martha War; brothers-in-law William C. 
“Bill” Bird, Claude Mays, Charles Daume and Verdus Ray 
Stokes; and nieces Brenda Smith and Debra Branagan. 

Funeral services for Rev. Hankla were at 1 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 5, at Jesus es el Senor United Methodist Church 
in Cobden, with Rev. John Annable officiating. Burial 
followed in Anna City Cemetery.  

Memorials can be made to First United Methodist 
Church in Carbondale, Little Grassy Methodist Camp, 
Hispanic Ministries of Cobden or the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center.

Meredith Funeral Home in Carbondale was in charge 
of arrangements. To leave a story or memory, visit www.
meredithfh.com.
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Thank you to Richard 
Tweedy for his renewal of 
The Gazette-Democrat and 
giving me the credit.

Happy birthday to our 
grandson Tyler Wachter 
of Jackson, Mo., whose 
birthday was Wednesday, 
Jan. 12.

Lori Pender of Jonesboro 
visited Sunday with Fred 
and Maxine Pender of Fair 
City.

Sunday dinner guests of 
Sue and Steve Eudy were 
Kevin and Emma Eudy and 
Jonathan Bohnert of Cape 
Girardeau.

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Kevin Eudy and Jonathan 
Bohnert of Cape Girardeau 
visited Monday with Steve 
Eudy.

Joe Schneider of Cape 
Girardeau visited Tuesday, 
Jan. 4, with Shirley Miller 
of McClure. 

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday evening worship 
service is at 6 p.m. Rev. 
Jamie Bridgeman is the 
pastor.

Carla M. Ballenger
Carla M. Ballenger, 77, of 

Dongola, died Tuesday, Jan. 
4, 2022, at Union County 
Hospital in Anna.

She was born on Sept. 
22, 1944, in Kewanee, the 
daughter of Carl and Violet 
Rosenow Felten. 

She married Hurley Bal-
lenger on June 23, 2007. He 
preceded her in death on July 
4, 2019.

She is survived by her 
children, Bennett (Sandra) 
Siebert, Tina (John) Wal-
ters, Mary Lou (Ron) Gorst, 
Tracey Siebert and Ange-
lina (James) Daugherty; numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; three sisters, Mary Lou Smith, Paddy 
Schwemlein and Ruth (Ron) Dobrydnia; two brothers, 
Ed Felten and Don (Wanda) Felten; nieces, nephews and 
other relatives. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband 
and one son, James Siebert.

A celebration of the life of Carla Ballenger will be host-
ed by her family at a later date. Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro is assisting the family with 
arrangements.

Memorials can be made to a charity of the donor’s 
choice.    

To visit her memorial page and to leave online condo-
lences for the family, visit the Rendle-
man & Hileman Funeral Home website 
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Beatrice A. Stevens
Beatrice A. Stevens, 83, of 

Jonesboro, died Sunday, Jan. 
9, 2022, at Integrity Health-
care in Anna. 

She was born on July 18, 
1938, in Union County, the 
daughter of Hilbert and Mary 
Wright Adams. 

She married Dave Hile-
man, who preceded her in 
death. She later married Ray 
Harold Stevens. He preceded 
her in death in 2015.

She is survived by her 
brother, David (Barbara) Adams; a granddaughter, Deanna 
Hileman; other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband 
Dave Hileman; husband Ray Harold Stevens; a daughter, 
Raginia Hileman; a son, Scott Hileman; and a brother, 
Basil “Bud” Adams.

She enjoyed playing music; she could play the guitar 
and piano. In her later years she enjoyed going to church. 

She was a kind and loving person and was known as 
Aunt Bea to everyone that knew her. She will be missed by 
several nieces and nephews and great-nieces and nephews. 

Memorial services will be announced at a later date.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                                                                  By Suzan Harvel

Well, it’s a new year. It 
hasn’t been entirely “hap-
py” yet. At least not for our 
family. 

The fi rst week involved 
travel for my brother-in-
law to pick up his mother 
in Sparta. That was good 
news as, she’s spent the 
last month and half up there 
with her daughter, Vick-
ie. She arrived back for a 
doctor’s appointment and 
treatment for her skin can-
cer. After another treatment 
next month, perhaps she’ll 
be done with all this.

My sister-in-law, Vickie 
Jacobs, had surgery on 
Thursday to repair a hernia. 
Thankfully, all went well 
and she’s recovering at her 
daughter Tami Sadler’s 
house. She has several 
weeks of recovery coming, 
but hopefully will be home 
for most of it. We will keep 
her in prayer for sure.

Thursday at work I heard 
of my cousin Derek Har-
vell’s death. My heart aches 
for my cousin Diane, Dar-
ryl, Jessica, and all the rest 
of the family. 

The Arnold side of my 
family has endured a lot 
of loss in the past year or 
so. God has His hand of 
comfort on them though 
and He’ll guide them all 
through these diffi cult days.

Other families are en-
during heartache and loss 
too. Our sincere sympathies 
to the families of Joe and 
Joyce Sullivan, they passed 
so close together that’s it’s 
left their family reeling. 

Our prayers also go out 
to the family of Carla Bal-
lenger, mother of Mary 
Gorst, who is my cousin 
Ron’s wife; my cousin, 
Shirley Vines, in the loss 
of her husband, Jim and 
then Jim’s brother-in-law, 
Barney Barnhart. 

Remember also the fam-
ilies of LaRae Parker and 
John Berry, as well. 

Those new on our prayer 
list are Barb Layman and 
Elaine Helton, who are 
in the hospital still. An-
gel Starr and Reba Short’s 
granddaughters Liv and Ka-
tie have Covid. Jim Fuller 
has a broken pelvis.  Amelia 
Marshall, Karly Sadler and 
Nina McDaniel are all bat-
tling colds or sinus junk. 

Paul McKee and Zack 
Short need prayers for 
strength and direction.  
Dean Short is still hav-
ing health concerns. Butch 
Poole is having surgery this 
week.  Glenda Morrow’s 
daughter, Samantha Ellis, 
is recovering from surgery 
and doing well. 

I am also sorry to report 
that Debbie Watson’s fam-
ily has been called in, down 
in Texas. Bonnie Kohler 
called Sunday and asked 
after LaRae and told me 
she’d lost a nephew and a 
cousin as well. 

We also need to remem-
ber the Gibson family who 
had a house fi re this week-
end. How awful.

Christmas is still in 
swing around here. Since 
my mother-in-law was gone 
for the holidays, I left all 
the trees and decorations 
up so she could enjoy them 
a bit more. 

They had decorations 
where she was, but it’s dif-
ferent when it’s your home 
and you can sit and enjoy at 
your leisure. 

Shirley spent Christ-
mas at her granddaughters 
in Troy with four of her 
granddaughters and their 
families, then another cel-
ebration at yet one more 
granddaughter’s home in 
Sparta. 

She then has had Christ-
mas at her son Chuck’s 
house Sunday night with all 
of his family. 

Her last go around of 
Christmas will be on the 
16th with all of my family 
in attendance. She sure 
knows how to get the most 
of a holiday.

After that the decorations 
come down. Of course, 
it’ll be time to decorate 
for Valentine’s Day then. 
Thankfully, I don’t go as all 
out for that one. 

Yo-yo weather is back.  
We all know about the snow 
and the cold. Then came 
the downpours of rain, and 
even colder weather. Now 
we get a brief warmup. Just 
in time for more precipita-
tion. Of what kind, we’ll 
just have to wait and see. 

The snow wasn’t much 
in my estimation, but it did 
cause a fall by my pregnant 

daughter that scared me 
silly. She and the baby are 
fi ne, thank you, Lord, but 
she’ll be nursing sore knees 
and a wrenched shoulder 
for a bit.  

Bon Kohler has had 
a change of guard at his 
house. 

His daughter, Gaylen, 
returned to California and 
his son, Dalton, arrived last 
week. Including Cheryl, 
all three of Bon’s children 
have been on hand to see 
him through the surgery 
and rehab on his knee re-
placement. 

I know he appreciated 
all the attention from them 
and various company that 
has stopped by to check up 
on him. 

Of course, the home 
cooked meals were a bo-
nus too. If he behaves and 
listens to the doctor he 
should be out and about on 
his own soon. 

Dalton Kohler came to 
visit with us last night. It 
was good to see him. He 
only makes it over here 
from California about twice 
a year. 

He showed off photos 
of his wife, daughter and 
granddaughter. We talked 
to her briefl y on the phone 
and that was nice. 

Of course, Dalton had to 
tell us stories to make us 
laugh, like getting his old 
sled out and sliding down 
the hill. He was amazed it 
held together, as old as it 
is. Kind of like us. We all 
yakked about getting older 
and the perils that come 
with it. As Shirley said, “it’s 
better than the alternative.” 

It’s odd how our conver-

sations change through the 
years. Oh well, we hope to 
see him again in June. Safe 
travels back.

Brother Bobby Richard-
son’s message this Sunday 
was from John 15:5 and 
Acts 5:1-11. 

He asked this question of 
us: Do you surrender all to 
Jesus? We need to remem-
ber that time is fl eeting and 
what you do today impacts 
your eternity. 

We need to surrender our 
unforgiveness, lies, anger, 
jealousy, hatefulness, pride 
and all other sin. We need 
to ask God’s forgiveness, 
in Jesus’ name immediately. 

Don’t let Satan tempt 
you into sin…the conse-
quences are suffering and, 
in the case of Ananias and 
Sapphira, death from lying.  
As Christians, we can’t bear 
fruit and be productive in 
God’s work, until we sur-
render all our sin to Him. 

It was nice to have Linda 
Haney and the Duke family 
with us once again this Sun-
day. We pray all our regular 
church family are back with 
us soon. 

If you don’t have a church 
home, and are seeking one, 
please join us at 10:30 a.m. 
on Sundays or 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. We’d love 
to have you. This week, 
we are having our church 
business meeting on the 
12th (yesterday) due to a 
confl ict last week. 

A reminder: The Village 
of Mill Creek plans to have 
its monthly board meeting 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 18, 
in the board room behind 
the post offi ce. 

The gauge says it’s 18 
degrees….Brrrr. Winter has 
arrived, so everyone be safe 
and when in doubt, don’t 
go out.

All smiles
A group of snow persons appeared to be all smiles following last week’s 

snow and bitter cold temperatures in Union County. They were seen in 
Jonesboro.
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Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

When the new year started on Jan. 1, it was a time of 
celebration for many people.

However, for some in the community, the beginning of 
a new year may not be a time for celebrating.

“For many of us, New Year’s is a time of reflection, 
celebration and resolution,” said Karen Lawless, who 
is the director of the Senior Solutions program at Union 
County Hospital in Anna.

Senior Solutions is an emotional well-being program 
designed for patients typically 65 years of age and older 
who are experiencing depression and/or anxiety.

“Sadly, for some older adults in our community, New 
Year’s can be a time of regret, isolation and disappoint-
ment,” Lawless said.

“Let’s work together and make sure older adults in our 
community greet 2022 with support,” she added.

With the start of a new year, Senior Solutions is working 
to promote a special message: “This year, make mental 
health a priority.”

Many people make resolutions when a new year ar-
rives – to work out more, to read more books or maybe 
to watch less television.

Senior Solutions hopes to inspire a new goal this year: 
to boost the mental health of those in the community.

The Union County Hospital program shared five strate-
gies recommended by Mental Health First Aid for boosting 
a person’s mental health in 2022.

Make Time for Self-Care
While it can be difficult at times to practice self-care, 

it is one of the best ways to recharge and improve your 
mental health.

Create a list of activities you enjoy and schedule them 
into your calendar like any other appointment.

Be Kind to Yourself
Change can be challenging and often takes time. Allow 

yourself to have feelings and forgive yourself for mistakes. 
Your are here and doing your best, and that’s what counts.

Make Sleep a Priority
Studies have found that sleep and mental health are 

connected. This year, try to go to sleep a little bit earlier 
every night and give your body the rest it needs.

Limit Your Screen Time
Spending too much time on your phone or computer 

can impact your quality of sleep, your relationships and 
even lead to feelings of depression and anxiety.

Be conscious of how much time you’re spending online 
and make adjustments if needed.

Learn More About Mental Health
One of the best ways to improve your mental health is 

understanding it. There are lots of resources online, and 
locally, to find information.

“If you encounter someone who you believe would ben-
efit from our program, please let us know,” Lawless said.

Referring someone to the Senior Solutions program is 
as easy as making a phone call...the number is 833-4505.

“When someone is referred to us, we first speak with the 
individual to set up a confidential appointment with them 
to discuss the program – and screen when appropriate,” 
Lawless explained.

“We also connect the individual to community services 
if we identify any unmet needs.”

“If you have any questions, give us a call,” she said. 
“We will be more than happy to walk the caller through 
our process.”

Senior Solutions program 
says: 'This year make
mental health a priority'

Help girls to learn, grow
By Loretta Graham

Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois CEO
When you purchase Girl Scout Cookies, you’re sup-

porting girls’ ability to learn, grow and thrive through 
adventure. 

Running their very own Girl Scout Cookie business 
makes it all possible – from camping trips that teach them 
how to be resourceful, to STEM projects that inspire them 
to change the world, to epic treks that remind them they’re 
capable of anything.

You – yes, YOU – can help girls become leaders. When 
you buy Girl Scout Cookies, you are helping them learn 
from new experiences and gain leadership skills through 
program opportunities. These experiences and skills are 
the foundation for entrepreneurship, and they will em-
power girls to change our world.

 Through Girl Scout experiences, girls develop the 
attitudes and skills they need to succeed in life. They 
aspire to make an impact, and they embrace challenges 
and take risks.  They see opportunities, and they are open 
to new ideas.

 The girls are ready, but are you ready to support them? 
Research says that 92 percent of girls think they are smart 
enough to be entrepreneurs and almost 80 percent say 
they’re interested in careers in the business world. Girls’ 
entrepreneurial futures are bright. Girl Scouts are more 
likely than other girls to have an entrepreneurial mindset 
and desire to be an entrepreneur in the future.

 For more than 100 years, Girl Scouts and their support-
ers have ensured the success of the annual cookie program 
all while having fun and developing valuable skills to 
make the world a better place every step of the way.

Girls are interested in entrepreneurship, and they are 
already thinking like an entrepreneur.  With our support, 
there’s no stopping them. So, get ready to enjoy Girl Scout 
Cookies. Visit gsofsi.org/findcookies to get connected to 
a troop in your area. We all love Girl Scout Cookies, so 
give some to a friend or donate to a worthy cause because 
every bite counts.

Wandering around a little bit this week...
Once again this week, we’re going to wander around 

a little bit... Mainly because it’s Monday afternoon and 
my self-imposed deadline to complete this little gem has 
long since come and gone. (Then it was Monday evening...
Monday night

The National Football League playoffs are about to be-
gin. Pretty exciting, right? In one of the first-round games, 
the Arizona (formerly St. Louis, formerly Chicago) Car-
dinals play the Los Angeles (formerly St. Louis, formerly 
Los Angeles, formerly Cleveland) Rams.

The St. Louis connection is pretty much the only one 
that matters to this writer, who spent countless Sunday 
afternoons (and the occasional Monday night, before 
there was cable TV), cheering for the Cardinals...and 
then the Rams.

You know the story. The Cardinals left St. Louis. The 
Rams left St. Louis. For $$$$$$. And more $$$$$$. For 
whatever it’s worth, which is not much, I hope they lose.

Meanwhile...
One night during the past week, I was engaged in some 

in-depth research on the internet. In other words, I was 
wasting my time.

Anyway, I don’t remember what I was searching for,  
but the search involved Google. As I said, it was at night. 
Well, let me put in this way: I looked outside, and it was 
dark, which would suggest night time. That being said, 
the screen in front of me showed that it was 22 degrees 
in Murphysboro. And sunny. Really. 

Murphysboro is north of my hometown. I just didn’t 
think it was far enough north to be in the land of the mid-
night sun. But, I saw it on the internet, so it has to be true.

Meanwhile...
In between a few daily walkabouts in the cold during 

the past week, sometimes in the sunshine and more often 
in the dark these days, I managed to catch up on reading 
some back issues of USA TODAY.

You may recall, or you may not, that I subscribe to USA 
TODAY. Mainly because I am somewhat old-fashioned, in 
some ways, in learning about what is going on the world 
around me. Kids, just so you know, I actually get a lot of 
news online, too. Just sayin’.

Back in the day, like way back in the day, I would pick 
up a copy of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. There was a 
time when you could buy the Post-Dispatch right here in 
Union County land. I especially liked reading the Sunday 
paper. Those days are, of course, long gone. 

As I have mentioned previously in this space, USA TO-
DAY pretty much gets here when it gets here. I generally 
save up a few days worth of newspapers, sit down with a 
cup of coffee and find out what’s happening.

With that in mind, I wanted to share a couple of stories 
I ran across in USA TODAY during some of my recent 
catch-up reading...

From Monday, January 3: A short story from Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, caught my attention:

“A woman’s husband and sons are carrying on her tra-
dition of kindness after her death last year.” The woman 
started “‘25 Days of Kindness’ as a way to teach her 
oldest son how to lead a life of goodwill when he was in 
elementary school, the Wyoming Tribune Eagle reports. 
From leaving letters of encouragement on car windshields 
to donating blankets to the Cheyenne Animal Shelter, 
every day leading up to Christmas involved a form of 
giving back.”

Finally...from Tuesday, December 7, all the way back in 
2021: A column by Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas appeared in 
that day’s paper. USA TODAY noted that the column was 
Sen. Dole’s “final op-ed. He began drafting it, with pen 
and paper, in October and finished it on Nov. 23.” Sen. 
Dole died early in December of last year. The final words 
of the final paragraph in his column caught my attention:

“Our history is rich with political debate and deep divi-
sions, but collectively we share a common purpose for a 
better America. We cannot let political differences stand 
in the way of that common good.”

Ice, ice baby: Saw this icy formation along the Quetil 
Trail in metropolitan Alto Pass last Friday afternoon...
while the sun was shining, which at least made it feel 
a little bit warmer than it actually was. A wise person 
would have stayed inside, where it was warm.

Cool kitty: While walking along the Quetil Trail in 
Alto Pass, I happened to catch a glimpse of a very fluffy 
cat catching some rays in the rocky cliffs along the trail. 
I’m guessing the cat wanted to know why the creature 
with the camera wasn’t inside, where it was warm.

Letter to the editor

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, January 13, 1972

The terms of a number of the seven-man boards of 
education in Union County will expire this year. The 
elections will be held in April. In last year’s elections, a 
record number of votes were cast and there were a number 
of people in competition for the posts to be filled in the 
various districts.

Amos Sanford, who has been an employee of the Anna 
National Bank for 45 years, is resigning this month. He 
has served as president of the bank for the past three years.

Roy Boone assumed his new duties as Police Chief of 
Anna Monday, Jan. 10. Boone replaces Dallas West who 
has served the community as chief for the past 17 years.

The Union County area received its first real blast from 
Old Man Winter last week when the thermometer plunged 
to a low of two above, following a sleet and snowstorm 
Tuesday, Jan. 4.

The A-J Invitational Tournament is under way this week 
from Tuesday through Saturday, Jan. 15.

Let’s all work together
To the editor,
I was so proud to see the huge outpouring of support 

after tornadoes hit Kentucky. Southern Illinois did what 
Americans do when disaster strikes.  We pulled together 
and did what needed to be done. 

Imagine what we can do if we pull together to stop 
COVID.

Before you troll me, take a minute.
Ask yourself, what can I do to get things back to nor-

mal?
We all want the same things, right? We want to:
Keep our loved ones, family, friends and colleagues 

safe.
Keep our economy open and rolling.
Keep schools open.
Keep healthcare workers and now, our volunteer mili-

tary, safe.
Think what we can accomplish if we work together. 

When disaster strikes Americans don’t sit around and 
whine or grouse, mope or complain – we act. As a nation, 
as Americans, as individuals we know the drill: vaccinate, 
mask, distance.

Sincerely, Mary Ellen Watkin, Cobden

Someone, 
somewhere
wants just 
what you

don't need 
anymore.

Use a 
classified ad

in
The 

Gazette-Democrat
to get 

yourself 
some 

extra cash.

To place 
your 

classified ad,
call 

833-2158.
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