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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Union County Clerk 
Lance Meisenheimer is 
working to update the 
county’s election equip-
ment, which dates to the 
late 1990s. The matter was 
discussed at last Friday 
morning’s Union County 
Board of Commissioners 
meeting.

***
The Union County Board 

of Commissioners received 
a comprehensive 2017 audit 
report at Friday morning’s 
meeting. The audit was 
done by the Sikich Ac-
counting Firm in Spring-
field.

***
Shari Sweeney-Sadows-

ki has been reappointed to 
represent Union County as 
a member of the Southern 
Five Regional Planning 
District and Development 
Commission board.

***
Union County Commis-

sioner Bobby Toler Jr. has 
been reappointed to repre-
sent the county as a member 
of the Shawnee Develop-
ment Council board.

***
Sign of the times: a mes-

sage posted on the door at 
the U.S. Forest Service’s 
ranger station in Jonesboro  
which was seen on Thurs-
day afternoon, Dec. 27, 
read: “This U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture office 
is currently closed, due to 
the lapse in federal govern-
ment funding. The office 
will reopen once funding is 
restored.” The neighboring 
Lincoln Memorial Picnic 
grounds were still open at 
the time.

***
The Union County Mu-

seum in downtown Cobden 
is closed for the season. The 
museum is scheduled to re-
open on Saturday, March 2.

***
Students at Union Coun-

ty’s public schools return to 
class this week following a 
Christmas holiday break.

***
Did you happen to notice 

the almost purple-looking 
sky at sunset Thursday in 
Anna?

Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 in Anna has announced winners of the 2018 Patriot’s Pen essay contest. The 
topic for the 2018  essay was “Why I Honor the American Flag.” Each student received a cash award from VFW Post No. 3455 in Anna 
for their winning essay at the local level. Their essays were also submitted to VFW District 15 to be judged with the other winners from 
the district. Winners are featured in the accompanying photographs. 

From left are Tom Brummer, father of the winning student; VFW 
Auxiliary Patriot’s Pen chair Sherry Haddick; Cobden 7th grade es-
say winner Tess Brummer; and VFW past president Mark Haddick. 
Tess is the daughter of Tom and Lori Brummer, and the student of 
Ashley Taylor. Photo provided.

From left are VFW Auxiliary Patriot’s Pen chair Sherry Had-
dick; Jonesboro 7th grade essay winner Stuart Busby; and VFW 
past president Mark Haddick. Stuart is the son of Steve and Stacey 
Busby, and the student of Pam Turner.

Anna VFW announces Patriot's Pen essay winners

Sharing stories
Jean Barwick and her husband Paul met with Dr. Susan Whitemountain at 

The Gathering Place in Anna, where they talked and shared stories about the 
Bizzel family. Photo provided. 

Divine intervention brings 
lost Bible back to Anna

Dr. Susan A. White-
mountain visited her cous-
ins Sam and Betty Wells in 
Dixon in October 2018 to 
help them celebrate their 
70th wedding anniversary.  

While there, Bob Au-
gustine, a son-in-law to 
Sam and Betty, approached 
Whitemountain, saying, “I 
have something for you.”  

Bob went out to his car 
and came back inside with 
a folder that contained some 
written pages and family 
pictures that were found 
in an old Bible in Sam and 
Betty’s basement.

Bob explained that they 
were cleaning out the base-
ment and a paper sack sit-
ting on the steps was the 
next item heading out to 
the trash.  

Bob looked through the 
bag and found the old Bible.  

Seeing that the original 
owners of the Bible were 
from Anna, Illinois, Bob 
saved the Bible pages that 
listed family marriages, 
births, deaths and memo-
randa.  

He also saved photo pag-
es from the Bible that were 
filled with a number of tin 
type pictures.  

Bob placed the saved 
items into a folder that was 
set aside for Whitemoun-
tain, who is a genealogist 
and family historian in 
Anna.

A s  W h i t e m o u n t a i n 
looked through the items 
in the folder she quickly 
recognized the names of the 
owners of the Bible...An-
drew and Mary (Brasenell) 
Bizzel.  

Andrew Bizzel and Mary 

Brasenell were married in 
Union County in 1874.  

Among the tin type pho-
tos Bob had placed into the 
folder were the images of 
Andrew and Mary’s five 
children: Charles (1876), 
Lulu (1878), Harry (1880), 
Van (1884) and Jesse 
(1892).  

Whitemountain brought 
the family treasures back 
to Anna and set out to find 
family descendants.  

It is not enough that the 
Bible found its way into the 
hands of Whitemountain 
six hours north of Anna in 
a town called Dixon.  

But once back in Anna, 
Whitemountain connected 
with Jean Barwick from 
Herrin, who was the grand-
daughter of the youngest 
Bizzel child Jesse. 

(continued on page 2) 

Landmark structure
Baysinger Architects in Marion included this 

building at Choate Mental Health and Developmental 
Center in Anna on its 2018 listing of the Top 10 
Architectural Wonders in Southern Illinois. Photo 
provided.

For the sixth year, Bay-
singer Architects in Marion 
has announced its annual 
Top 10 Architectural Won-
ders of Southern Illinois 
list.

The 2018 list includes a 
building on the grounds of 
the Choate Mental Health 
and Developmental Center 
in Anna. The building dates 
to 1869.

The list includes a clock 
tower, a boardwalk, a mu-
seum and a hotel, as well as 
other structures.

Baysinger Architects an-
nounced that the 2018 list 
includes, in no particular 
order:

Tamaroa School in Ta-
maroa, completed in 1905.

Twin Oaks Lodge in 
Benton, completed in 1937.

Rose Hotel in Elizabeth-
town, completed from 1812 
to 1865.

Mitchell Museum in Mt. 
Vernon, completed in 1973.

Edwin W.  Hal l iday 
House in Cairo, completed 
in 1867.

Perry County Jail in 
Pinckneyville, completed 
in 1871. 

Marion Bell Tower in 
Marion, completed in 1972.

Choate Mental Health 
and Developmental Center 
building in Anna, com-
pleted in 1869.

Makanda Boardwalk in 
Makanda, completed in 
1893.

Stone House in Chester, 
completed in 1850.

Michael Baysinger, the 
managing partner at Bay-
singer Architects, said in 
a news release that it was 
“important we celebrate the 
rich architectural diversity 
of Southern Illinois.

“The area has a rich his-
tory and many of these 
properties reflect the growth 
and change to the region 
over time.”

The Top 10 Architectural 
Wonders of Southern Il-
linois list was created in 
2013. With the 2018 list, a 
total of 60 structures have 
been recognized by the 
Marion firm.

Geographically, the 60 
structures can be found in 
37 communities which are 
located in 15 counties in 
Southern Illinois.

Southern Illinois
Architectural Wonders
announced for 2018

Two new Illinois laws 
that took effect Jan. 1 in-
clude child passenger and 
bike safety initiatives.

One of the laws will re-
quire parents and caregiv-
ers to secure children in 
rear-facing safety seats 
until they are 2 years old or 
weigh 40 pounds or more 
or measure 40 or more 
inches tall.

“Children are five times 
safer riding in a rear-facing 
seat because their head, 

neck and spine are better 
protected in a crash,” Il-
linois Secretary of State 
Jesse White said. White 
supported both of the new 
laws. 

“Let’s make sure we keep 
our children safe by put-
ting them in an appropriate 
car seat that is properly 
installed.”

Car crashes are a leading 
cause of death for children 
ages 1-13, according to the 
National Highway Traf-

fic Safety Administration, 
NHTSA.

The Illinois Child Pas-
senger Protection Act states 
that children under age 8 
must be secured in an ap-
propriate child restraint 
system, including booster 
seats.

Car seats have been 
shown to reduce fatal injury 
by 71 percent for infants 
and 54 percent for toddlers, 
according to NHTSA.

The Illinois Secretary of 

State’s office, through its 
Keep Me in a Safe Seat pro-
gram, provides child safety 
seat inspections by certified 
child safety seat technicians 
at 10 driver services facili-
ties throughout the state. 

For additional informa-
tion or to schedule an ap-
pointment, call 866-247-
0213 or visit www.cyber-
driveillinois.com.

The second law that was 
enacted at the beginning of 
the year places more em-

phasis on bicycle safety for 
those taking Illinois Secre-
tary of State driver exams. 

Test questions about the 
Dutch Reach, a technique 
drivers are encouraged to 
use in order to avoid hit-
ting bicyclists with their car 
doors and other bike safety 
measures, will be included 
on the Illinois Secretary of 
State’s driver’s exam and 
in the 2018/2019 Rules of 
the Road.

(continued on page 2)

Child safety seats focus of new law in Illinois
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Divine intervention
(continued from page 1)

In fact, Barwick’s moth-
er’s name is one of the 
names written on the Bible 
page of births: Violet Kath-
ryn Bizzel – July 2, 1917.  

On Dec. 21, 2018, Jean 
Barwick and her husband 
Paul met with Whitemoun-
tain at The Gathering Place 
in Anna, where they talked 
and shared stories about the 
Bizzel family.  

Whitemountain was hap-
py to return the Bible pages 
and pictures to Barwick, 
who keeps the family his-
tory for her own family.

It is not known how the 
Bible became separated 

from the Bizzel family.  
Barwick explained that 

her mother, who died in 
2004, had always wondered 
what happened to the Bible 
and wished that it could be 
found.  

“We believe that Betty 
Wells bought the Bible at an 
antique store while visiting 
in Anna and Carbondale.    
Is it possible that Violet or-
chestrated the divine inter-
vention that brought the lost 
Bizzel family Bible back 
to Anna?” Whitemountain 
asked. 

(Editor’s note: the ac-
companying story and pho-
tograph were shared by Dr. 
Susan Whitemountain.)

Child safety seats
(continued from page 1)

“This legislation will 
help improve safety be-
tween drivers and bicyclists 
who share the roads,” said 
White. 

“By adding questions 
to our written exam about 
bike safety, drivers will be 
more aware of the deadly 
consequences that can oc-
cur if they do not follow the 

Rules of the Road.”
White also reminds Il-

linoisans that the office 
issues the Bicycle Rules 
of the Road to ensure safe 
bike travel. 

To obtain a free copy of 
the Bicycle Rules of the 
Road, visit www.cyber-
driveillinois.com or any 
Illinois Secretary of State’s 
driver services facility.

Public Record 
from the files at the Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro

Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded 
at the Union County clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Warranty Deed. Grantor 
Linda Pender, Scott Pender. 
Grantee: Christina F. Haynes, 
Shawn E. Haynes. Tract 
Section 4 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Barbara H. Pitts, George 
E. Pitts. Grantee: Nathan 
M. Clutts, Barbara H. Pitts, 
George F. Pitts, Ronald 
W. Pitts. Tract Section 4 
Township 12S Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Collin Cain. Grantee: Sherry 
Lynn  Arwood ,  Deanna 
Renee Tate. Tract Section 
30 Township 12S Range 2W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
David M. Teske. Grantee: 
Melissa D. Teske. Tract 
Section 5 Township 13S 
Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
David M. Teske. Grantee: 
Melissa D. Teske. Tract 
Section 5 Township 13S 
Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Steven Ray Garner. Grantee: 
Tami Ury. Tract Section 28 
Township 11S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
John M. Trainor, Patrick R. 
Trainor, Paul M. Trainor. 
Grantee: Mary Ann-Knoll 
C a m p b e l l ,  R a c h e l  F. 
Nikephoros. Tract Section 1 
Township 12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Brock Kindernay, Kacey 
Kindernay. Grantee: Lucas 
J .  Baucom.  Name:  E . 
Leavenworth’s 1st Add. of 
Dongola. Lot 101.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
James F. Linson, Joyce A. 
Linson. Grantee: Amber R. 
Moreland, Justin A. Overturf. 
Tract Section 31 Township 
12S Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 

Jared A. Rumfelt, Kathleen 
E. Rumfelt. Grantee: Rodney 
Wayne Reynolds, Vickie 
Jean Reynolds. Tract Section 
33 Township 11S Range 3W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
As-Is Properties Ltd. Grantee: 
Kelly Aden, Shaun Aden. 
Tract Section 32 Township 
13S Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Patrick W. Treece, Sarah P. 
Treece. Grantee: Kathleen 
O’Neal. Tract Section 2 
Township 13S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Shelbby Jean Eubanks. 
Grantee: Zachary Glen 
Burris. Tract Section 19 
Township 13S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Danny W. Hartline, Steven C. 
Hartline. Grantee: Lou Ann 
Hartline. Name: Village of 
Cobden. Block C. Lot 8.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Alaina Justine Hartline, Lisa 
Hartline. Grantee: Lou Ann 
Hartline. Name: Village of 
Cobden. Block C. Lot 8.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Colbey Dawson Hartline, 
Connor Davis Hart l ine, 
Jenna Denise Hartline, Lisa 
Hartline. Grantee: Lou Ann 
Hartline. Name: Village of 
Cobden. Block C. Lot 8.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jimmie G. Fuller. Grantee: 
Joseph C. Hawkins, Michelle 
L. Hawkins. Name: Country 
Acres of Jonesboro. Lot 4. 
Meadowbrook Add. Lot 3.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Katherine C. Turner. Grantee: 
Kathleen Bai ley, Stevie 
Turner. Name: D.W. Brown’s 
4th Add. of Anna. Lot 10.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Sammy Laster, Sammy W. 
Laster. Grantee: Tommy Lee 
Jennings. Tract Section 9 
Township 12S Range 2W.

Traffic Citations
The following people were 

cited for speeding and were 
assessed $120 in fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 

Union County circuit clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

L a m i n  S .  J o h n s o n , 
Chicago. Melissa Underwood, 
Cobden. Melissa E. Miller, 
B u n c o m b e .  A m b e r  O . 
Okunrinboye, Florissant, Mo. 

Josiah A. Moore, Jackson, 
Miss. Natasha C. Shafer, 
Tamms. Darrel Wayne Zinn, 
Cape Girardeau. Michael M. 
Hebel, Pine, Colo.

Jonathan V.E. Dalessio, 
Carterville. Samuel Loren 
Huff, Cape Girardeau. Robert 
James Langwith, Cutler. 
Ashly K. Tullis, Gulfport, Miss. 

Shannon L. Harris, Du 
Quoin. Josefina Castillo, 
Nappanee, Ind. Michael Allen 
Dedecker Thomas, Tampa, 
Fla. Robert  A. Huff ine, 
Fairview Heights.

The fol lowing people 
were  cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
the accompanying fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
circuit clerk’s office:

Kenneth M. Stringfellow, 
Rantoul, speeding, 21-25 
mph above l imit ,  $140. 
Stephanie Cheryl Allison, 
Jonesbo ro ,  e l ec t r on i c 
communication device, $120.

Carl A. Stadelbacher, 
Cobden,  improper turn 
signal, $120. Angela D. 
Smith, Pocahontas, fail to 
obey yield sign, $120. 

Denise M. Clutter, Anna, 
driving on suspended license, 
$812. Justin Dale Emrick, 
Jonesboro, driving under the 
influence of alcohol, $4,585.

Aron Sibley, Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  improper use of 
designated lane, $120. April 
Dawn Randolph,  Anna, 
electronic communication 
device, $120.

Kaitlyn Wilburn, Thebes, 
electronic communication 
device, $120. Joseph E. 
Cresto, Anna, seat belt 
required/driver, $60.

John O. Davis, Jonesboro, 
improper traffic lane usage, 

$120. Prem Redd Padakanti, 
Carbonda le ,  sea t  be l t 
required/passenger, $60.

Kimberly S. Sargent, 
C o b d e n ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n 
expiration, $120. Kacie J. 
Voigt, Villa Ridge, seat belt 
required/driver, $60.

B r a n d i  N .  S h e l t o n , 
Jonesboro, speeding, 21-
25 mph above limit, $140. 
Scott Edward Abernathy, 
Jonesboro, seat belt required/
driver, $60. 

Tommy Lee Potter, Ullin, 
seat belt required/driver, $60. 
Joshua Devin Murray, Anna, 
DUI intoxicating compound, 
$3,181.

S h e l l e y  E l i z a b e t h 
Cobb, Anna, electronic 
communication device, $120. 
Jessica Kay Baker, Anna, 
child restraint violation, $65. 

Lindsey Sue Holderfield, 
Johnston City, electronic 
communication device, $120. 
Sara K. Schell, New Burnside, 
electronic communication 
device, $120.

J a n e n e  A n r i a n n 
Eberhardt, Anna, seat belt 
required/driver, $60. Ryan 
Shane Hileman, Jonesboro, 
seat belt required/driver, $60.

Justin E. Ford, Buncombe, 
seat belt required/driver, $60. 
Stacy L. Willyerd, Jonesboro, 
seat belt required/driver, $60.

Larry Breece Plot ts , 
Mokena, seat belt required/
dr iver,  $60.  Dust in  M. 
Hale,  Anna,  e lec t ron ic 
communication device, $120. 

Marriage Licenses
The county clerk’s office 

issued a marriage license to:
John M. Murray, 76, off 

Dongola, and Leigh Ann 
Yarbrough, 60, of Dongola.

Jeffrey R. Hartline, 48, 
of Dongola, and Alita L. 
Benefield, 35, of Dongola.

Donnie D. Norris, 74, of 
Dongola, and Nancy J. Ervin, 
71, of Cypress.

State’s attorney reports six persons sentenced
Union County State’s 

Attorney Tyler R. Edmonds 
on Dec. 27 reported that six 
persons had been sentenced 
to the Illinois Department 
of Corrections.

Jonathan Scott Cruse, 
33, of Anna was sentenced 
to five years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 
after pleading guilty to one 
count of unlawful posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
which is a Class 3 felony. 

Cruse will also serve  one 
year of mandatory super-
vised release.  

Cruse was arrested in 
July 2018 following an 
investigation by the Union 
County Sheriff’s Office/
Union County Drug Task 
Force.  

Matthew Paul Wettig, 29, 
of Anna, was sentenced to 
three years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 
after pleading guilty to one 

count of unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon by a felon, 
which is a Class 2 felony.

Wettig will also serve 
two years of mandatory 
supervised release.  

Wettig was arrested in 
September 2018 following 
an investigation conducted 
by the Anna Police Depart-
ment. The Union County 
Sheriff’s Office assisted 
with the investigation.

Joshua Brent Baker, 34, 
of Anna, was sentenced 
to six years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 
after pleading guilty to one 
count of unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon by a felon, 
which is a Class 2 felony.

Baker will also serve 
three years of mandatory 
supervised release. 

Baker was arrested in 
September 2018 following 
an investigation conducted 
by the Union County Sher-
iff’s Office.  

The Anna Police Depart-
ment, Illinois State Police, 
Illinois Conservation Po-
lice and the Cobden Police 
Department assisted in the 
investigation.  

Baker was sentenced as 
a Class X offender based 
upon prior criminal history.

Bethany M. Hurt, 24, of 
Carbondale, was sentenced 
to two years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 
after pleading guilty to one 
count of unlawful posses-
sion of methamphetamine, 
which is a Class 3 felony.

She will also serve one 
year of mandatory super-
vised release.  

Hurt was arrested fol-
lowing a traffic stop con-
ducted by Union County 
Sheriff’s Office deputies in 
July 2017.  

Tanesa R. Taylor, 23, of 
Carbondale, was sentenced 
to two years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 
after pleading guilty to 

one count of identity theft, 
which is a Class 3 felony.

Taylor will also serve one 
year of mandatory super-
vised release.  

Taylor was arrested in 
February 2018 following 
an investigation conducted 
by the Anna Police Depart-
ment which showed that she 
used a stolen debit card at 
an Anna business in Octo-
ber 2017.  

Robert Wayne Roach, 
36, of Anna, was sentenced 
to two years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 
after pleading guilty to two 
counts of retail theft, which 
is a Class 4 felony.

Roach will also serve one 
year of mandatory super-
vised release.  

Roach was charged after 
an investigation by the 
Anna Police Department 
which showed that he took 
merchandise from two dif-
ferent Anna businesses in 
May and June 2018.     

Program helps older
adults to find work

Older adults in Southern 
Illinois who meet limited 
income standards may be 
eligible for the Senior Com-
munity Service Employ-
ment Program, SCSEP, to 
help them find work. 

Administered by MERS 
Goodwill in 14 Southern 
Illinois counties, SCSEP as-
signs participants to serve at 
not-for-profit partner agen-
cies to learn work skills, 
and SCSEP pays them 
while they are in training.   

SCSEP case manager 
Randy Osborn shared in a 
news release that there are 
openings in several counties 
he serves, including Hardin, 
Pope, Johnson, Massac, 
Saline, Union, Alexander, 
Franklin, Perry, Monroe, 
Washington, Randolph, 
Williamson and Jackson.  

Osborn said SCSEP par-
ticipants and partner agen-
cies are especially needed 
in some of the more rural 
counties of his district.  

Any non-profit agency 
or governmental body is 
eligible to become a partner.  

Osborn said that indi-
viduals and not-for-profit 
agencies in these counties 
are encouraged to register 
for the program by contact-
ing him at 618-514-7782 or 
through email at rosborn@
mersgoodwill.org.

SCSEP is a federally-
funded program authorized 
by Title V of the Older 
Americans Act of 1965 
which is designed to pro-
vide subsidized, part-time, 
community service work-
based training. 

The program is designed 
for low-income people age 
55 or older who need help 
finding a job. 

Participants receive the 
minimum wage of $8.25 
per hour for 20 hours per 
week while training. They 
may remain in the program 
for up to 48 months.  

All expenses and liability 
are covered, so there is no 
cost to the host organization 
to place a SCSEP partici-
pant in their site.

After enrollment, a skills 
assessment and an Individ-
ual Employment Plan, IEP, 
establishes training goals 
for each participant. 

2018: Project at four-way stop in Anna
A major street project got underway on Monday morning, July 23, in Anna, when the busy four-way 

stop intersection at Illinois Route 146 (Vienna Street) and Main Street in downtown Anna was closed 
to all traffic. The intersection was closed for concrete pavement replacement work. E.T. Simonds 
Construction Company of Carbondale was the project’s general contractor.

Fish fry set
at Anna VFW

Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of the VFW plans to 
serve a fish fry on Friday, 
Jan. 4. 

Serving is planned from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the post, 
which is located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna.

Fish, potato salad and 
slaw will be served for a 
donation of $10. The fish 
fry is open to the public and 
carry outs will be available.

Star Karaoke is sched-
uled to be at the post from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.



Black Hawk: proud leader of the Sac
and Fox tribe of the Rock River Valley
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By Chuck Sweeny
of the 

Rockford Register Star
 First, let’s get his name 

straight. It was Ma-ka-tai-
me-she-kia-kiak. 

In English, he was Black 
Hawk, war chief of the Sac 
and Fox tribe who lived 
most of his life in the Rock 
River Valley in northern 
Illinois.

Black Hawk was born in 
1767 in Saukenuk, a Sac 
and Fox village on the Rock 
River in northwestern Illi-
nois. He built his reputation 
as a war fighter leading his 
tribe in skirmishes against 
the Osage tribe.

In the late 1700s and ear-
ly 1800s, a new enemy ap-
peared: Americans, relent-
lessly moving west from 
the Eastern states, claiming 
the land for themselves as 
they went, building homes 
and villages and fencing off 
the fields.

The U.S. Army and state 
militias accompanied the 
settlers and protected them 
against the people who had 
been there for thousands 
of years. 

Treaty after treaty was 
made between the native 
people and the U.S. gov-
ernment, and they were 
regularly broken.

One of those documents 
was the Treaty of 1804, 
signed in St. Louis by rep-
resentatives of the Sac and 
Fox tribe and U.S. officials. 

Black Hawk, who had 
not been at the signing, 
thought the treaty merely 
ceded some of the tribe’s 
ancestral hunting grounds 
to the American settlers.

But the Sac and Fox had 
been snookered. Actually, 
the treaty required the Sac 
and Fox to vanish forever 
from 50 million acres, their 
entire homeland east of the 
Mississippi River.

Black Hawk was so an-
gered that he allied with 
the great Shawnee Chief 
Tecumseh to fight alongside 
the British in the War of 
1812, which the Americans 
started in an attempt to 
take over Canada. The war 
ended in a draw in 1815. 

Black Hawk became in-
creasingly agitated as white 

settlers streamed into his 
northern Illinois and south-
ern Wisconsin homeland, 
protected as always by 
militia and U.S. troops. 
However, he wasn’t popular 
among all of his tribe’s men 
and women.

Most Sac and Fox had 
resettled in Iowa by 1830 
under the leadership of the 
moderate Chief Keokuk, 
who was more of a politi-
cian than a warrior. He fa-
vored negotiating with the 
U.S. rather than fighting 
what he knew was a supe-
rior force.

In early 1832, Black 
Hawk decided to return to 
Illinois to resettle in the 
Sac and Fox homeland once 
again. 

Because about 160,000 
whites now lived there, 
skirmishes broke out, 
prompting calls by the fear-
ful Americans to rid the 
area of “Indians.”

In April 1832, Black 
Hawk “led some 1,000 Sac 
and Fox and Kickapoo men, 
women and children, in-
cluding about 500 warriors, 
across the Mississippi River 
to reclaim land in Illinois 
that tribal spokesmen had 
surrendered to the U.S. in 
1804,” according to Ency-
clopedia Britannica.

They weren’t seeking 
war. In fact, Black Hawk, 
now 65, hoped to enjoy a 
peaceful retirement in Il-
linois. 

After the cold, hard win-
ter of 1831-1832 they want-
ed to come back to their 
old grounds and plant corn 
where they knew it would 
yield a bountiful harvest.

Only about one-fifth of 
the Sac and Fox returned; 
most stayed in Iowa.

Illinois Gov. John Reyn-
olds requested U.S. troops 
and called up the state mi-
litia, eventually assembling 
a force of 7,000 soldiers, 
both regulars and militia 
members, to fight the Sac 
and Fox. 

Meanwhile, throughout 
the spring and summer of 
1832, Americans burned 
or otherwise destroyed Sac 
and Fox fields.

One of the sorriest battles 
in the war took place near 

what today is Stillman Val-
ley, Illinois. 

Maj. Isaac Stillman and 
275 men were pursuing 
Black Hawk’s warriors. 
Black Hawk could not per-
suade other tribes to join 
him, so he sent emissaries 
to Stillman to surrender. 

But the militiamen were 
drunk; they fired on the 
delegation and killed two 
warriors. 

Black Hawk planned an 
ambush in response. In the 
Battle of Stillman’s Run, 40 
Sac and Fox warriors routed 
Stillman and his 275 men.

The battles of the Black 
Hawk War claimed about 
70 U.S. troops and militia-
men as well as settlers. An 
estimated 500 Sac and Fox 
were killed.

Among the Americans 
who took part in the battles 
were Abraham Lincoln, 
the future president of the 
U.S., and Jefferson Davis, 
the future president of the 
confederation of rebellious 
states that seceded from the 
United States in 1861.

As the war proceeded 
into the summer of 1832, 
the Americans pursued 
Black Hawk and his war-
riors into southern Wiscon-
sin, defeating them finally 
in August at Bad Axe on the 
Mississippi River.

On Sept. 2, 1832, the 
Black Hawk War ended 
when U.S. Gen. Winfield 
Scott and Sac and Fox lead-
ers signed a treaty forcing 
the tribe to cede 6 million 
acres of land west of the 
Mississippi River and 50 
miles west of the river.

Black Hawk lived out 
the rest of his life in Iowa, 
dying near Des Moines in 
1838. He was 72.

In his autobiography, 
Black Hawk addressed his 
conquerors, saying: “May 
the Great Spirit shed light 
on your path, so that you 
may never experience the 
humility that the power of 
the American government 
has reduced me to. This 
is the wish of a man who, 
in his native forests, was 
once as proud and bold as 
yourself.”

The chief is honored in 
a 40-foot statue by Lorado 

Taft, above the bluffs of 
the Rock River at Oregon, 
Illinois. Although he didn’t 
specifically call the statue 
“Black Hawk,” that’s what 
it’s commonly called.

*** 
Chuck Sweeny of the 

Rockford Register Star can 
be reached at csweeny@
rrstar.com.

*** 
Editor’s note: This story 

was one in a weekly Il-
linois Bicentennial series 
presented in 2018 by the 
Illinois Associated Press 
Media Editors and Illinois 
Press Association.

2018: Veterans Day parade held in Anna
Big crowds lined streets in downtown Anna on a Sunday afternoon for the 2018 Veterans Day parade. 

Veterans Day is commemorated each year on Nov. 11. The parade again was sponsored by Carroll P. 
Foster Post No. 3455 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in Anna. The theme for this year’s parade was 
“Honoring Our Blue Star and Gold Star Families.”

Master Gardeners work
on variety of projects
in area communities

Master Gardeners are pas-
sionate about gardening. 

They provide education 
to young people and adults 
alike. 

Chances are there is a Mas-
ter Gardener or two working 
in your community.

Master Gardeners have 
been finding projects to vol-
unteer their time and talent. 

Carmen Dixon has con-
tinued to work with Vienna 
Grade School students to 
provide education about gar-
dening and help facilitate 
their school garden. 

Many students are happy 
to be part of the garden club, 
and look forward to spending 
time in the garden. 

Bonnie Grace has volun-
teered her time to help sup-
port the Plant a Row, Watch 
COPE Grow food donation 
garden in Metropolis, which 
had its first season this sum-
mer. 

Georgia and Buster George 
have provided landscaping 
at the Shawnee Mass Transit 
District building in Vienna, in 
addition to their work at the 
Metropolis garden. 

They were joined by Bren-
da Tripp to install a pollinator 
garden at the U.S. Forest 
Service’s Jonesboro Ranger 
Station with a local Girl Scout 
troop.

Those who are interested 

in learning about gardening 
and giving back to their com-
munity are invited to sign up 
for the next Master Gardener 
training. 

Spring 2019 training is 
planned on Tuesdays from 
Jan. 29 to April 23. The class 
will be held at the Mees 
Center at John A. Logan 
College in Carterville, with 
hours from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each week. 

Experts in their field from 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion will cover a different 
topic each week, including 
botany, insects, soils and veg-
etables, among others.

Those who want to take 
part in the training are asked 
to apply for the program be-
fore Jan. 7, 2019. 

Acceptance into the pro-
gram will require a manda-
tory background check and an 
informal, in-person interview. 

The program has a $200 
fee, which covers the cost 
of the trainings and a Master 
Gardener manual. 

To learn how to receive an 
application, call a local Ex-
tension office or go online to 
http://web.extension.illinois.
edu/ajmpu/mg/. 

Information also is avail-
able by contacting University 
of Illinois Extension educator 
Erin Medvecz at emedvecz@
illinois.edu or 618-833-6363. 

Extracurricular activities
boost engagement at school

A report from the U.S. 
Census Bureau shows that 
children tend to have higher 
levels of school engagement 
when involved in one or more 
activities, like sports, lessons 
or clubs.

The report, “A Child’s 
Day,” found that 42 percent 
of children who took lessons 
were highly engaged com-
pared to 33 percent of children 
who did not. 

The report also examined 
school engagement and other 
measures of child well-being.

Children in poverty were 
less likely to participate in 
each of the three extracurricu-
lar activities (sports, lessons 
and clubs) than those not in 
poverty. 

Children with a college-ed-
ucated parent were more likely 
to be in a gifted program, and 
less likely to have ever been 
expelled or repeated a grade.

Other findings include:
A lower percentage of chil-

dren in homes that lacked ac-
cess to sufficient food at some 
time in the last 12 months were 
highly engaged in school: 26 
percent compared with 38 
percent for children in food-
secure homes.

Forty-two percent of 
school-aged children were 
involved in sports, 30 percent 
were involved in lessons, and 
28 percent were involved in 
clubs. Nine percent of children 
participated in all three extra-
curricular activities.

3GP

Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922
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Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546
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A-J girls improve
to 13-2 with wins
in tournament play

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ basketball team won 
twice in first-round action 
at the Fairfield Tournament 
Wednesday, Dec. 26 .

A-J 38, Oblong 23: The 
Lady Wildcats pulled ahead 
in the first quarter on the 
way to the win in their final 
game Wednesday.

Angel Helm led the way 
with 9 points. Mikayla Bun-
dren added 8 points, Julia 
Ellis and Jacee Woodward 
4 apiece, Anna Hess, Kris-
tin Edmonds and Sydney 
Heath 3 each and Jaley Wat-

kins and Morgan Wendling 
2 apiece.

A-J 41, Carmi 29: A-J 
came on strong in the first 
quarter on its way to the 
win in first round action 
Wednesday.

Bundren led the way 
with 14 points, including 4 
3-pointers. Helm added 10 
points, Woodward 6, Hess 
and Edmonds 4 apiece, 
Wendling 2 and Ellis 1.

A-J improved to 13-2 
overall.

“We played well in the 
first half in the first game 
and played well in the sec-
ond half of our second 
game,” A-J coach Matt 
Denny said.

Carmi-White County,
West Frankfort post wins
over A-J in tournament play

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team lost 
twice to be eliminated from 
the Eldorado Christmas 
Tournament Thursday, Dec. 
27.

Carmi-White County 
71, A-J 56: The Bulldogs 
held an early lead on their 
way to the win in the final 
tournament game of the 
evening Thursday.

Tyler Smith had 26 points 
and 4 rebounds to lead the 
Wildcats.

Blake Pena had 15 points 
and 2 rebounds. Cameron 
Tweedy had 6 points and 
3 rebounds. Noah Mc-
Farland had 5 points and 
4 rebounds. Zach Over-
street had 4 points and 4 
rebounds.

A-J was 14 of 28 in shot 
attempts from the floor, 4 
of 18 from 3-point range 
and 16 of 22 from the free 
throw line.

The Bulldogs were 20 of 
30 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 8 of 17 from 3-point 

range and 7 of 14 from the 
charity stripe. 

West Frankfort 72,  A-J 
52: The Redbirds pulled 
ahead in the first quarter 
on their way to the win in 
an earlier game Thursday, 
Dec. 27.

Pena led A-J with 14 
points and 3 rebounds.

Carson Reynolds had 
11 points and 3 rebounds. 
Smith had 10 points and 7 
rebounds. McFarland had 6 
points and 2 rebounds. 

Tweedy had 3 points 
and 2 rebounds. Ta’Kevon 
Williford had 2 points and 
2 rebounds. Nate  Belcher 
and Juan Valencia had 2 
points apiece. 

A-J was 17 of 32 from the 
floor, 5 of 20 from 3 point 
range and 3 of 6 from the 
free throw line. 

West Frankfort was 21 of 
35 from the floor, 8 of 23 
from 3-point range and 6 
of 10 from free throw line.

A-J, 3-10, is scheduled to 
play again Friday, Jan. 4, at 
Du Quoin.

Saluki Sports Update
By Fred Huff

Intended for Dec. 27
So, the “preliminaries” 

are over. Not that SIU’s 
non-conference games are 
unimportant, but not as 
much so as Missouri Val-
ley Conference games. And 
they’re starting immedi-
ately.

Before going any fur-
ther, we must compliment 
Saluki coach Barry Hinson 
for scheduling tough early-
season tests for this year’s 
team. 

Frequently, as any stu-
dent of the game knows, 
early-season contests are 
often automatic wins and 
one could always question 
the value of such games. 

Not so this year. The 
Salukis have been severely 
tested and the hope is that 
it’ll pay off in the long run.

As we had mentioned 
previously, the first four 
league games are against 
four of the seemingly 
weaker teams in the Valley, 
which means the Salukis 
will hopefully get off to a 
running start as they even-

tually challenge Loyola for 
the league title.

Right now, however, area 
fans will have to make the 
tough decision as to which 
holiday tournament they 
prefer to take in as the preps 
will be dominating the sports 
world in Southern Illinois.

We love it. Well, maybe 
we should say “we enjoy 
it.” With invitational tour-
naments galore, the tough-
est decision to make is, 
“Which one today?”

At our advanced age, 
sentiment enters into it. 
We remember quite well 
attending the first Centralia 
tournament in 1943 and it 
has always been considered 
the granddaddy of all in 
this area. 

In fact, the only other 
holiday tournament in the 
state that we can remember 
was at Pontiac. And, we 
have no way of knowing, 
but Centralia officials some 
how got Pontiac to play in 
their first tournament.

Area teams dominated 
the field other than Pontiac 
and one or two others. They 
included Anna-Jonesboro, 
Benton, Carbondale, Du 
Quoin, Flora, Johnston 
City, Marion, Olney, Tay-
lorville, Vandalia, West 
Frankfort and Wood River, 
in addition to Champaign 
Central and Charleston.

A quick aside: Centralia 
had played in Pontiac’s 
tournament for several 
years and if our memory is 
correct an incident there is 
what initiated the Orphans’ 
nickname…the Orphans. 

Right or wrong, and we 
wouldn’t bet a soft drink 
on it, Centralia officials 
had overlooked loading 
player uniforms. The team 
arrived in Pontiac without 
uniforms.  

They had to borrow uni-
forms from someone, prob-
ably Pontiac. And the nick-
name, Orphans, developed. 
Good story, right or wrong.

We personally like our 
first trip to the Centralia 
tournament better. We were 
14 and successfully talked 
our parents out of taking the 
family car, and three or four 
close friends, to opening 
day of the event. 

Du Quoin was playing 
Marion in the opener. Our 
memory, frequently wrong, 
tells us the Indians won by 
a few points. Really doesn’t 
matter.

Pinckneyville
defeats A-J

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys' basketball team fell 
behind early and couldn’t 
catch up in a 76-46 loss 
to visiting Pinckneyville 
in Southern Illinois River-
to-River Conference Mis-
sissippi Division action 
Friday, Dec. 21.

Blake Pena had 21 points 
and 2 rebounds to lead the 
Wildcats.

Tyler Smith had 9 points 
and 3 rebounds for A-J. 
Zach Overstreet had 8 
points. 

Carson Reynolds had 
5 points and 2 rebounds. 
Jacob Doss had 2 points. 
Noah McFarland had 1 
point and 2 rebounds.

A-J was 9 of 19 in shot 
attempts from the floor, 
5 of 9 from 3-point range 
and 13 of 17 from the free 
throw line.

The Panthers were 14 of 
22 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 13 of 26 from 3-point 
range and 9 of 9 from the 
charity stripe.

A-J fell to 3-8 overall and 
0-3 in the conference.

A-J girls
finish third
at tourney

Anna Hess scored 13 
points to lead the Anna-
Jonesboro Community 
High School girls’ basket-
ball team to a 36-31 win 
over Flora for third place at 
the Merry Mule Christmas 
Tournament in Fairfield 
Thursday, Dec. 27.

Mikayla Bundren add-
ed 11 points for the Lady 
Wildcats. Angel Helm had 
8 points and Kristin Ed-
monds 4.

Helm was named to the 
all-tournament team.

Fairfield 37, A-J 36: 
The Lady Wildcats were 
topped by a free throw 
in the waning seconds in 
the loss to the tournament 
champion team, the Lady 
Mules.

Jaley Watkins scored 
16 points to lead the Lady 
Wildcats.

Bundren and Edmonds 
added 8 points apiece and 
Helm and Julia  Ellis 2 each.

A-J, 14-3 overall and 
3-1 at the tournament, is 
scheduled to play Goreville 
at home on Jan. 3 and at 
home against Murphysboro 
at noon on Jan. 5.

Cobden 44,
Cairo 38

Dylan Lewey and Zane 
Nance combined for 6 free 
throws late in the game to 
lead host Cobden to a 44-
38 over Cairo in non-con-
ference high school boys’ 
basketball Friday, Dec. 21.

Noah Franklin had 19 
points to lead Cobden. 
Nance added 12 points. Joe 
Brumleve and Lewey had 9 
each. Chandler West scored 
3. Jose Lopez and Landon 
Britt had 2 each.

With the win, Cobden 
improved to 7-6 overall.

Johnston City
tops Cobden

Cobden couldn’t hold a 
first half lead in a 62-56 loss 
to Johnston City in first-
round action of the Sesser-
Valier Holiday Tournament 
in high school boys’ basket-
ball Wednesday, Dec. 26.

Noah Franklin had 18 
points to lead the Ap-
pleknockers. Joe Brumleve 
added 16 points, Dylan 
Lewey 9, Zane Nance 8, 
Chandler West  4 and Land-
on Britt 1.

Cobden fell to 7-7 over-
all.

Cobden 57,
Red Bud 33

Cobden came on in the 
first quarter in a 57-33 win 
over Red Bud in the Sesser-
Valier Christmas Tourna-
ment in high school boys’ 
basketball action Thursday, 
Dec. 27.

Noah Franklin scored 
29 points to lead the Ap-
pleknockers. Joe Brum-
leve added 15 points, Zane 
Nance 9 and Dylan Lewey 
4.

Cobden, 8-7, was sched-
uled to face Zeigler-Roy-
alton Friday evening, Dec. 
28. The winner was to ad-
vance to the tournament’s 
consolation championship 
game at noon on Saturday, 
Dec. 29.

2018: Smoke on a Saturday night
Lots of smoke was rising into the air on a Saturday night in August during a lawn mower competition which was held as part of a demolition derby event 

at the 2018 Union County Fair in Anna. A full house was in attendance in the grandstand to see the action.

Area teams dominated 
the field at Centralia for 
many years before officials 
there, as well as leaders at 
other area tournaments like 
Carbondale, started inviting 
out-of-the-area teams. Bad 
idea? Good idea? Your de-
cision although attendance 
figures somewhat tell the 
story.

It’s somewhat interest-
ing to recall happenings 
that have stuck in our mind 
through all of these years.  

However, we recall Tay-
lorville’s players entering 
Trout Gymnasium in single 
file. All had, what we called 
in those years, “burr heads,” 
and were wearing eight-
inch boots. Every player. 
No smiles. Just with a “beat 
us if you think you can” 
expression on their faces. 

They won the tournament 
as well as the state tourna-
ment a couple of months 
later. Finished with a 44-0 
season’s record. The first 
team ever to go undefeated 
in Illinois.

Shortly later, every kid 
in the area with aspirations 
of becoming a good basket-
ball player had his hair cut 
short and wore short boots 
as well. 

We even remember a 
couple of Taylorville’s key 
players, Johnny Orr and 
Ron Bontempts, and they 
both enjoyed great college 
careers as did their coach, 
Dolph Stanley, and perhaps 
that’s another column later.

For now, enjoy the re-
mainder of the holidays 
and if you can’t make it to 
Centralia, we truly like the 
much smaller tournaments 
at Sesser and Eldorado.  
They’re typical of small-
town basketball and clean 
fun in Southern Illinois.
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Celebrating 60 Years
Congratulations to Elaine 

Crain, who celebrated 60 
years in Anna Jan. 1. 

On Jan. 1, 1959, Bob and 
Elaine Crain moved into 
the upper story of Norris 
Funeral Home that they had 
purchased from Georgia 
Norris and Mary Kent.  

Missing Bob since 2013 
but his presence is still left 
in all he did to make this 
place a home, Elaine says.

A special thanks to Elaine 
and Bob for all the years 
they served Anna at Crain’s 
Funeral Home. They have 
been an asset to our com-
munity. 

Passing the business 
down to their son and 
family it still remains the 
friendly and kind place in 
time of need. 

Elaine continues to work 
and volunteer her time at 
many places and is appreci-
ated very much.

Christmas Guests
Christmas Day dinner 

guests of Betty Eagle were 
Ryan Gaddis of Carbon-
dale, Robert, Emily, Erin 

and Ethan Gaddis of Carter-
ville, Josh, Jade, Layne and 
Matthew Murray of Anna, 
Judy Fowler of Jonesboro 
and Valerie Murray.

Marie Samuel Tribute
Work in the National 

Quilt Museum hall chal-
lenge display by Marie 
Samuel is a tribute to Mary, 
mother of Jesus, and is a 
multicultural tribute to all 
mothers.   

“Divine Mother & Child” 
is one of five quilt blocks 
shown by volunteers & staff 
in a hall display during the 
HERstory Exhibit featuring 
work by 84 quilt artists in 
one of the three main gal-
leries who depict a strong 
woman in history.  

The National Quilt Mu-
seum in downtown Paducah 
is open Monday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Sundays from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Marie’s work will be 
there until April 9.

Located in a 27,000 
square foot facility in his-
toric downtown Paducah, 
the museum’s three galler-

ies feature exhibits of the 
finest quilt and fiber art in 
the world. The museum fea-
tures three exhibit galleries. 

Texas Trip
John and Tracee Foley 

enjoyed a trip to Austin, 
Texas, to visit their grand-
children Keira and Kellan 
and family.  

Anna VFW Post
A monthly fish din-

ner will be served from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Jan. 4. Star 
Karoake will be at the post 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Star Karaoke was  also 
at the VFW for their New 
Year’s Eve party.

A C h a r l i e  B ro w n 
Christmas

My dear friend Sue 
McKinney sent me an ar-
ticle from Women’s World 
Magazine that said A Char-
lie Brown Christmas first 
aired in 1965 and half of 
all U. S. households tuned 
in to watch. 

Sue wanted me to put this 
in my Anna news for Char-
lie Brown’s fans and said 
she was one of them. I am 
too. I don’t think there has 
been a year go by I haven’t 
watched this. Thanks Sue 
for sharing with us.

Guests
Guest of Brenda Allen 

and her mother Barbara File 
was their brother and son 
David Allen from Spring-
field. Brenda went to her 
dad’s John Paul Allen for 
Christmas in Charleston, 
Mo.

Wedding Anniversary
Jon and Crystal Hous-

man, 27 years, Dec. 22.
Guests
Guests of Eric, Amanda, 

Ava and Paxton  Boreup 
were Jubia Theis and Katie 
Theis.

Christmas Dinner
Guests of Curt, Bessie 

and Elijah Ellis were Mar-
tha Ann Webb and Earl 
Miller. 

Last week Earl Miller 
took them all to the Mexican 
restaurant in Murphysboro  
one day and Applebee’s  in 
Carbondale on another day 
for  early Christmas dinners 
and they enjoyed shopping 
afterwards.  

Guests
Guests of  Sean, Amber, 

Emily and Shooter Belcher  
were Jill and Gary Gram-
mer from New Mexico.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

On Sunday morning, 
Dec. 22, Rev. Richard Sul-
lins’ sermon was Rejoice.  

Special music was by 
Elizabeth Corbit, The Little 
Cradle Rocks Tonight in 
Glory. 

The children worshiped 
baby Jesus with a nativity. 
Anthony Wiseman was the 
narrator. 

Special music was by 
Ava Boreup,  Some Chil-
dren See Him. There was a 
march to the manger. 

Bonnie Sullivan was 
honored with almost all 
her family attending Sun. 
morning service. There 

"The Preaching Pen"
Raise Your Ebenezer in 2019

Many of us have grown up going to worship services 
where we sang age-old songs that were brought down to 

us from many years ago. In those songs, we often sing words or 
phrases that might not mean much to us today. One such phrase 
comes from the song O, Thou Fount of Every Blessing. The song 
was written by Robert Robinson in 1758. The second verse of 
the song begins with the words: “Here I raise my Ebenezer.” If 
you’re like many who have sung this song – myself included, 
the word “Ebenezer” brings to mind visions of old Scrooge from 
Dickens’ “Christmas Carol.” Yet, I’m sure we know that’s not 
what this verse means. So then, where does the term Ebenezer 
come from, and what does it mean?

In I Samuel 7, the prophet Samuel, and the Israelites, found 
themselves under attack by the Philistines. Afraid for their 
lives, the Israelites begged Samuel to pray for them in their 
coming battle against the Philistines. Samuel offered a sacrifice 
to God and prayed for His protection. God heard Samuel, and 
the Philistines lost the battle and were driven back to their own 
territory. After the Israelite victory, the Bible says: “Then Samuel 
took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called 
the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped 
us” (I Samuel 7:12).

The word Ebenezer comes from the Hebrew words, “Eben 
hà-ezer,” which simply means “stone of help.” When Robinson 
wrote his lyrics, he followed the word Ebenezer with the 
phrase, “Hither by Thy help I’ve come.” An Ebenezer, then, is 
simply a monumental stone set up to signify the great help that 
God granted the one raising the stone. In Robinson’s song, it 
figuratively meant that the writer—and all who sing the song—
acknowledge God’s bountiful blessings and help in their lives.

 2018 is almost gone, and it may have been a year of difficult 
trials for you, but never doubt God’s love and care for you, 
an important part of His creation. No matter what may have 
happened, there is often good in every bad situation – even if 
we don’t always see it – and there is value in human suffering. 
Remember, Job said, “the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” “Though he slay me, 
yet will I trust in Him” (Job 1:21; 13:15).

Raise your Ebenezer in 2019, and thank God for His 
love and help in your life. Happy New Year!

 R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 3G

Sheree Fahlberg and her son Todd from 
Jonesboro, Arkansas surprised Pat Fahlberg by 
attending  her church, the United Methodist Church 
Anna, and setting up a special Christmas present 
only Todd could do. The gift was from all of their 
family Zach, Amanda, Bryce, Todd and Sheree.

Children participated in a nativity at the United Methodist Church in Anna.

Marie Samuel with her tribute to Mary, mother of 
Jesus, at the National Quilt Museum in downtown 
Paducah.

Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

were several other guests.
For Christmas Eve ser-

vices, Back Porch Com-
pany, Carla Anderson, 
Stuart Anderson and War-
ren Anderson, sang and 
played musical instru-
ments. Christmas hymns 
were sung to honor Jesus 
on his birthday. 

Lighting the Advent 
candles and the Christmas 
candle were Pat Fahlberg 
and  her daughter Nora 
from Georgia.  

Rev. Richard Sullins’ 
sermon was titled Cel-
ebrate.

Special music on Dec. 30 
was to be Clayton Bridge-
man playing his viola.

Christmas Guests
Guests of Shirley West 

were her daughter Lisa 
Jianakoplos from St. Louis  
and Shirley’s son Brian 

and his daughter Josie from 
Plainfield, Ind.   

Trip
Bessie, Elijah Ellis and 

Martha Ann Webb enjoyed 
a trip to Yule Log Cabin 
in Scott City, Mo., and 
Sikeston, Mo., to eat at 
Lamberts.  

Guests 
Dinner guests on the 

Saturday before Christmas 
of Dr. Charles Halterman 
were 27 family members.   

Surprise Visit
Guests of Pat Fahlberg 

were her grandson Todd 
and daughter-in-law Sheree  
from Jonesboro, Ark.

Women’s Club
The GFWC Illinois Anna 

Jonesboro Women’s Club 
will meet at 1:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 7, at the Union 
County Courthouse in 
Jonesboro. Union County 

Sheriff Scott Harvel will 
take them on a tour of the 
courthouse. 

Military Prayer List
Ta n n e r  A n d e r s o n , 

Hayden Young, Garrett 
Goines, Nick Harvel, Nona 
Elizabeth Luke, Lucas J. 
Strickland, William Na-
thaniel Frankell, Ethan 
Maze, Lukas W. Davis,  
Kiefer Stull, David Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
CJ Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse, Reagan Morri-
son, Josh Steveson, Josh 
Williams, Faith Odom, 
Tommy Goff and family 
Janette, Jamison and Kay-
lynn, Creighton Laster,  Jim 
Bonner, Jacob Schaefer, Je-
rod Schaefer, Jennifer Ann 
Bishop, James McWhorter, 
Arin Whitemountain.

State grant program helps
to market Asian carp products

Companies and indi-
viduals who are interested 
in expanding demand for 
food and other products 
using Asian carp caught in 
Illinois waters are invited 
to apply for grant funding 
to assist their marketing 
efforts.

Grants are available 
through the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es’, IDNR, Asian Carp 
Market Value Program, 
MVP, to support current 
Asian carp processors and 
product-makers in expand-
ing existing markets and 
developing new markets 
and sales opportunities for 
Asian carp products.

“We want to help busi-
nesses increase their sales 
of Asian carp products as 
part of the State of Illi-
nois’ effort to reduce the 
numbers of Asian carp and 
aid in managing this pesky 
but tasty fish,” said Kevin 
Irons, manager of the IDNR 
Aquatic Nuisance Species 
Program. 

“Taking more Asian carp 
out of Illinois waters helps 
prevent their spread, as well 
as reduce impacts where 
they are present.”

Federal funds dedicated 
to preventing the spread of 
Asian carp are being used 
for this new business de-
velopment initiative.  

Funding is limited for 
this initial effort, and a 

steering committee has 
been established to aid in 
reviewing applications and 
awarding grants.

As part of the IDNR 
Asian Carp Market Value 
Program, grants of up to 
$8,000 per applicant are 
available (with a 20 percent 
match by the applicant) to 
reimburse recipients for 
business travel expenses 
and attendance at trade 
shows and conferences 
associated with market 
development and sales of 
Asian carp products. 

 Eligible applicants are 
those currently operating 
Asian carp fish processors 

and product makers that 
have sales of Asian carp 
products over some or all 
of the last year from date 
of application. 

Applicants also must 
have purchased Illinois-
caught Asian carp over the 
same time period.

Applicants also must 
have a clearly-defined plan 
for growth of current or 
new Asian carp products 
and achievable, quantifi-
able goals that will result 
from this grant funding. 

More information on the 
Illinois Asian Carp MVP 
initiative is available online 
at www.ifishillinois.org.

Obituaries 
Online at

annanews.com

Check out the 
classifieds

in this week's paper.

Looking for
Bargains?
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2007 Chevy 
Tahoe. $9,000 obo. Call or 
text (618)-833-3338.
------------------------------

For Sale 
real 

eState
FOR SALE: 4 miles north 
of Cobden off of old route 
51, 3 bedroom home and 
a mobile home with a new 
roof on 3 acres, $85,000. Call 
(618)-969-2451.
------------------------------

For rent
NOTICE: All real estate 

advertised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, 
limitation, or discrimination 
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination." 

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal op-
portunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone num-
ber for the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275.
------------------------------
FOR LEASE: Commercial 
Property. Retail Space, 1,105 
sq. ft. Available 1/1/2019. 
125 Leigh Avenue, Suite B, 
Anna, IL 62906. Call (618)-
833-5636 for an appointment 
to view.
------------------------------
FOR RENT DONGOLA: 
16x80 mobile home. 3 bed-
room, total electric. Available 
now. Call (618)-827-4705.
------------------------------

FOR RENT: 2 bedroom, all 
electric mobile home in the 
country. Water, sewer, W/D 
and trash removal furnished. 
Security deposit & credit 
check required. $400.00 per 
month. Call (618)-893-4867.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, bi-level, fenced-in back-
yard. $600.00 per month. 117 
Young Avenue, Anna. Call 
(618)-615-3676.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Homes, A-
Frames and Mobile Homes 
For Rent in East Cape. Call 
(618)-661-1118.
------------------------------

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: LPN for 
developmentally disabled 
individuals in a residential/
day training setting. Duties 
include medication admin-
istration, quality assurance, 
on-call duties & following 
nursing care plans. Position 
is Monday through Friday, 
with paid medical insurance, 
dental, vision, life insurance 
and paid holidays. Must 
have valid driver's license 
and transportation. Apply in 
person, mail resume, or fax 
to: Rave, Inc., 214 West Davie 
Street, Anna, IL 62906; fax 
to: (618)-833-4222.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: The City 
of Anna is accepting ap-
plications for the position 
of Part-Time General Clerk.  
Applicants must be 18 years 
of age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent. The 
position will be 15-20 hours 
a week, must be able to work 
a flexible schedule between 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Candidates 
must have a positive attitude, 
be able to multi-task and 
work well with the public and 
employees. Duties include 
but not limited to: greeting 
customers, answering multi-
line phone system, collecting 
and posting payments. Must 
be able to operate basic of-
fice equipment, proficient 
computer skills (including 
Window Office), and basic 
accounting knowledge. Ap-
plication can be picked up at 
Anna City Hall 103 Market 
St. Anna, Illinois 62906 or 
visit our website at cityofan-
na.org. The City of Anna is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.
------------------------------

HIDDEN VALLEY CARE 
CENTER

204 S. Pecan Street, 
Jonesboro, IL

Now hiring for full-time posi-
tion and/or part-time position. 
The position is Saturday and 
Sunday, 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. and 
Thursday-Sunday, 11 p.m. to 
7 a.m. Weekend differential 
adjusted pay for this job is 
available. The position of-
fers well above the minimum 
wage pay. Please contact 
Hidden Valley at (618)-833-
5740 or (618)-697-2351. We 
are looking to hire somebody 
with experience in the health 
care field.
------------------------------
POSITION OPENING:  Sec-
retary needed by South-
ernmost Illinois Delta Em-
powerment Zone (SIDEZ).  
Responsible for corporate 
accounting and general of-
fice duties.  Associate degree 
or relevant work experience 
preferred.  Must have expe-
rience in QuickBooks and 
Microsoft Office.  Position 
requires attention to detail, 
ability to work independently 
with minimal supervision, 
strong written, verbal and 
organizational skills, cus-
tomer service orientation and 
respect for diversity.  Salary 
will be negotiable depending 
on experience. Preference in 
hiring between two equally 
qualified final candidates 
will be given to resident of 
Johnson, Pulaski, Alexander, 
Union or Massac counties.  
To apply, send cover letter 
and resume by January 9th 
to SIDEZ, 330 Enterprise 
Lane, Suite 110, Mounds, IL 
62964.  SIDEZ is an equal 
opportunity employer.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: Direct 
Support Person to assist in 
providing training to indi-
viduals with developmental 
disabilities in a vocational, 
day training & residential pro-
gram. High school diploma 
or GED required. Must be 18 
years of age or older. Benefits 
for full-time staff of dental, 
vision, life insurance, and 
medical insurance are avail-
able.  Workshop starting sal-
ary $9.50/hour and residential 
$10.00/hour. We have a dollar 
an hour differential increase 
for working the midnight 
shifts ($11.00/hour). Over-
time hours available. Training 
and certification provided. 
Experience preferred. Apply 
at Rave, Inc., 214 W. Davie, 
Anna, IL 62906. EOE.
------------------------------

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS 
LAWN CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com
------------------------------

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
------------------------------

Free
FREE TO GOOD HOMES: 
3 kittens, 1 adult female cat, 
1 adult neutered male. Call 
for more information, (618)-
713-4819.
------------------------------

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the 
Estate of

Mickle R. Brock,
Deceased.

Case No. 2018-P-63

CLAIM NOTICE
 

Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Mickle R. 
Brock.  Letters of Office were 
issued December 5, 2018 
to Doris M. Brock, whose 
address is 3080 Burnes, 
Dongola, Illinois 62926, as 
Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney of record is 
Mark A. Kochan, Kochan 
& Kochan, 121 West Cherry 
Street, Herrin, IL  62948.  
Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Circuit Clerk’s 
Office, Union County Court-
house, Jonesboro, Illinois, or 
with the representative, or 
both, on or before the 28th day 
of June, 2019.  Any claim not 
filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.  

DORIS M. BROCK, 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF MICKLE 

R. BROCK, Deceased

Mark A. Kochan
Kochan & Kochan, P.C.
121 West Cherry Street

Herrin, IL  62948
Tel. (618) 942-8850
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the 
Estate of

HAROLD L. KRAATZ, 
Deceased.

Case No. 2018-P-64

CLAIM NOTICE
 

Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Harold L. 
Kraatz.  Letters of Office were 
issued December 5, 2018, to 
Paula Stover, whose address 
is 403 E. Schlenker Ln., 
Buncombe, Illinois 62912, 
as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney of record is 
Elisha Deen Sanders, Barrett, 
Twomey, Broom, Hughes & 
Hoke, LLP, Attorneys at Law, 
100 North Illinois Avenue, 
P.O. Box 3747, Carbondale, 
Illinois 62902-3747.  Claims 
against the Estate may be filed 
in the Circuit Clerk’s office, 
Union County Courthouse, 
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, on 
or before the 20th day of June, 
2018.  Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to 
the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.  

Paula Stover, 
Independent Executor of 

the Estate of Harold L. 
Kraatz 

Elisha Deen Sanders 
BARRETT, TWOMEY, 
BROOM, HUGHES & 

HOKE, LLP
Attorneys at Law

100 North Illinois Avenue
P.O. Box 3747

Carbondale, IL 62902-3747
Tel: (618) 457-0437

edsanders@btbhh.com
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 NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED 

BUSINESS NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given pur-
suant to "An Act in relation to 
the use of an Assumed Name 
in the conduct or Transaction 
of Business in the State," as 
Amended that a certification 
was filed  by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of 
Union County. Filed this 
13th day of December, 2018, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Cleaning Solutions with the 
place of business located at 
601 E. Heacock, Jonesboro, 
Illinois 62952 and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the Sole Owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Louie A. Tellor
601 E. Heacock

Jonesboro, IL 62952    

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF
JEAN PAUL JONES,

DECEASED.
IN PROBATE
NO. 2018-P-66

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of Jean 
Paul Jones of 601 N. Main 
Street, Anna, Illinois.  Let-
ters of Office were issued on 
December 12, 2018, to Jean 
Paula Jones Diemer, 359 Win-
field Point, Cape Girardeau, 
MO 63701 and Sue Wahl, 
283 S. Lake Drive, Cape 
Girardeau, MO 63701, as 
Independent Co-Executors, 
whose attorney is Elvis C. 
Cameron, 205B N. Main St., 
Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
311 West Market, Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on 
or before June 20, 2019, or 
if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State of 
Illinois, the date stated in that 
notice.  Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to 
the Executor and to the at-
torneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:  December 18, 
2018.

JEAN PAULA JONES 
DIEMER

SUE WAHL

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY NO. 6244394

ATTORNEY FOR 
CO-PETITIONERS
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF 
AGNES J. MUELLER,

DECEASED.
IN PROBATE
NO. 2018-P-69

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
Agnes J. Mueller of Anna, Il-
linois.  Letters of Office were 
issued on December 21, 2018, 
to Nancy Fleenor, 12462 
IL-78, Havana, IL 62644, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Elvis C. Cameron, 
205B N. Main St., Anna, Illi-
nois. Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
311 W. Market St., Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on 
or before June 27, 2019, or 
if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State of 
Illinois, the date stated in that 
notice.  Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to 
the Executor and to the at-
torneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:  December 21, 
2018.

   
NANCY FLEENOR

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

ARDC#  6244394
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illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a 
FREE referral to an attorney! 
Call the Illinois State Bar 
Association Illinois Lawyer 
Finder The advice you need 
877-270-3855 or https://
www.isba.org/public/illinoi-
slawyerfinder
------------------------------
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR 
NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAIN-
TENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUAL-
IFIED - JOB PLACEMENT 
ASSISTANCE. CALL AIM 
800-481-8312
------------------------------
FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFIED BUYER will 
PAY CA$H for R12 cylinders 
or cases of cans. (312) 291-
9169; www.refrigerantfind-
ers.com
------------------------------

To Place Your 
Ad In The 

Gazette-Democrat
Call (618) 833-2158

2018: Snow – a common sight during 2018
Snow was a common sight in Union County during 2018...sometimes even at 

times when the white stuff would have seemed to be just a bit unseasonable. 
Snow was seen in early April and in mid-November. This snow was a bit more 
seasonal when it was falling in early February.
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Obituaries Donald G. Baggott
Donald G. Baggott, 78, of Cobden, died 

at 12:15 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018, at 
VA Hospice at Veterans Medical Center 
in Marion.

He was born on Oct. 11, 1940, in Cobden, the son of 
Ford E. and Regina Marie Basler Baggott.  

He married Jane Acklin on Dec. 8, 1961, and they 
enjoyed 57 years of marriage together.

He was a graduate of Cobden High School. He served 
in the U.S. Army from 1958 to 1961.  

He worked as an automotive service manager in Michi-
gan, Missouri, Wisconsin and Illinois.  

He was a very family oriented man and a proud Ameri-
can. He enjoyed spending time in the Great Lakes area 
and was a history buff.

He is survived by his wife, Jane Baggott of Cobden; 
children Julie (Michael) Kelley of Asheboro, N.C. Jake 
(Jenni) Baggott of Birmingham, Ala., Dan (Donna) Bag-
gott of Cobden and Sara (John) Nimmo of Jonesboro; nu-
merous grandchildren and great-grandchildren; a brother, 
David (Cecille) Baggott of Asheville, N.C.; a sister, Becky 
(John) Morgan of Anna; a brother-in-law, Roy Morgan of 
Alabama; nieces, nephews and other relatives.

He was preceded in death by his parents and by a sister, 
Joyce Morgan.

Inurnment will be held at 12:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 18, 
at the Mound City National Cemetery. Military rites will 
be accorded by American Legion Post No. 127 from Villa 
Ridge and the Illinois Honor Guard.  

A celebration of life will be held from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 18, at the St. Joseph Church parish hall in 
Cobden. Friends are asked to gather at either location.

Memorials can be made to the CLC Unit at Veteran Af-
fairs Medical Center in Marion or to the Southeast Cancer 

Center in Cape Girardeau.
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-

boro is in charge of arrangements.

Doris Evelyn 
Clinton Robinson

Doris Evelyn Clinton Rob-
inson, 92, of DeLand, Fla., 
and formerly of Tamms, died 
at 11:15 a.m. Friday, Dec. 
21, 2018, at Good Samaritan 
Florida Lutheran in DeLand, 
Fla.

She was born on Nov. 9, 
1926, in Fayville, the daugh-
ter of Claude E. and Grace M. 
Eidson Clinton. 

She owned a dress shop 
for many years in Cahokia, 
and she worked as an associ-
ate of Ben Franklin stores in 
Edwardsville prior to her retirement. 

She was a member of  the First Baptist Church of De-
Land, Fla., and a former member of Sandy Creek Baptist 
Church in Tamms. 

She loved to crochet, knit and make floral arrangements 
and to decorate cakes. She enjoyed spending time with 
her family, especially with her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

She is survived by her husband of 72 years, Bert Robin-
son; her daughters, Carolyn (Jerry Clift) DuVall and Nancy 
(Dan) Garrison of DeLand, Fla.; grandchildren Craig 
Garrison of Florida, Marcy (Rusty) Keeling of DeLand, 
Fla., Darren DuVall of Peoria, Matthew (Nicki) Garrison 
of Florida, Robert (Michelle) Moore of St. Louis, Jacki 
(Bob) Mallmann of Missouri and John Moore of Arizona.

Her surviving great-grandchildren include Cody Gar-
rison of Florida, Kacey Keeling and Ryan Keeling of 
DeLand, Fla., Jacob and Bryanna Craine of Edwardsville, 
Derek Moore, and Josh, Bobby and Sara Mallman, all of 
Missouri. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; a daughter, 
Shelia Moore; three sisters, Claudine DuRall, Verna Mae 
Greenley and Maudie Lou Hart; and two granddaughters, 
Reagan Moore and Darla DuVall.

Funeral services were Wednesday, Jan. 2, at 11:30 a.m. 
at Crain Funeral Home in Tamms, with Pastor Clint Nale 
officiating.  Interment was in Olive Branch Cemetery.  

To view the obituary or to leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.crainsonline.
com.

Crain Funeral Home in Tamms was 
in charge of arrangements.

Ed Trexler
Ed Trexler, 62, of Jones-

boro, died Tuesday, Dec. 25, 
2018, at his home. 

He was born on Oct. 21, 
1956, the son of Charles and 
Anna Lea Turner Trexler.  

He married Rita Berry in 
1974 in New Madrid, Mo.

He is survived by his 
wife, Rita Trexler of Jones-
boro; four children, Kim-
berly (Johnny) Summers 
of Carbondale, Toby (Sa-
brina) Trexler of Mississippi, 
Heather Trexler (Jason Stan-
ton) of Carterville, and Cheyenne (Ryan) Vandergraph of 
Carbondale; 12 grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; 
four brothers, Lee Trexler of Anna, Richard (Sharon) Trex-
ler of Thompsonville, Arthur (Lisa) Trexler of Elkville 
and Darrell (Kathy) Trexler of Vergennes; one sister, 
Nancy (Chris) Stewart of Mississippi; a half-brother, Mark 
Symick of Anna; other relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; two sisters, 
Linda Romero and Joyce Trexler; and a half-brother, 
Jesse Trexler. 

Mr. Trexler worked many years as an over the road 
truck driver.

Funeral services were at noon Friday, Dec. 28, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro, with 
Kent Young officiating. Interment was in the Alto Pass 
Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

John Keller
John Keller, 76, of Parsons, Tenn., and formerly of 

Anna, died Thursday, Dec. 27, at Decatur County Hospital 
in Parsons, Tenn.

Funeral services were pending at 
Crain Funeral Home in Anna.

In Remembrance
Following is a listing of 

the names of those who 
passed away and whose 
obituaries appeared in The 
Gazette-Democrat during 
2018:

January
Jan. 4. Harold F. Cross. 

Fred Douglas. Gerald Fink. 
Lela Roberts. Catherine 
“Katie” Gaynelle Patton. 
Ronald R. Smith. Sandra 
Lee Tellor.

Jan. 11. Harvalee David 
“Lee” Harvick. Norma Lee 
Jordan. Tim L. Landis. 
Mary L. Riley. Johnny A. 
Schneider.

Jan. 18. Carolyn Sue 
Basse. Carolyn Ferguson. 
Irene Franklin. Rebecca 
Dawn Johnson. James 
Richard Stout Sr. Louis 
Westbrooks.

Jan. 25. Barbara “Bob-
bie” Adams. Larry R. Bell. 
Jeffrey Wayne Boyd. Joe 
E. Boyd. Norman “Jay” El-
kins. Paul D. “Ike” Lincoln. 
Jonathan Wade Pengress. 
Margaret Maxine Stone. 
Maye A. Stout. Robert Eu-
gene “Doc” Walton.

February
Feb. 1. Everlyn Brayley. 

Everett “Buck” Brown. 
Clifford E. “Bud” Braden. 
Shirley Ann Hughes. Carl 
Eugene Powers Sr. Helen 
G. Rumfelt. Georgia Maude 
Sides. Frances Elsa Pervier 
Swarbrick.

Feb. 8. Omer Brown. Ev-
erett “Bud” Hawk. Amond 
Lee Jackson Jr. Joseph C. 
Kern. Lee Roy “Leepy” 
Rendleman. Larry Ray 
Reynolds. Charles Roberts.

Feb. 15. Lois “Gabby” 
Dickerson. Neisha Jones.  
Marcia Marie Treece. Rog-
er William Waller. Francis 
Westbrooks.

Feb. 22. Glenn Earl 
Hartsock. Gerald (Jerry) 
Kaufman. Donna Kay 
Caraker Sadler. Katherine 
Mendenhall-Sinn.

March
March 1. Vickie Baggett. 

Scott Baker. Karen F. Gard-
ner. Jackie Hoffman. Don 
Severs. 

March 8.  Eva Ruth 
Brimm. Shirley Earnhart. 
Jackie “Lynnell” Hinkle. 
Mary Elizabeth Greer 
Rendleman.

March 15. Lucille “Lucy” 
Dallas. Audrey Delores Do-
ver. Tim Hunter. Ruby Mill-
er. Larry Munsell. Peggy Jo 
Poole. Angela Dawn Ralls. 
Mary Vitt. Alice Wiggs.

March 22. Nadine Ruth 
“Honey” Campbell. Ed-
ward A. “Buzz” Crowell. 
Johnathon Dewayne Harp 
Jr. John Dwayne Jones. 
Mary Belle Osman Morgan. 
Jack Allen Musgrave.

March 29. Mary Mar-
garet Adams. Virginia D. 
“Gin” Davis. Kifton K. 
Dillow. Larry Eddleman. 
Yolanda Evette Morris. 
Jackie Lynn Schultz. Myrtle 
Scivally. Robert L. “Bob” 
Shipley. Ruth Ann Stuber. 
Angela “Angie” Kay Wil-
liams.

April
April 5. Russell D. Fair-

less. Mary Lucille “Mamie” 
Gamby. Shirley Maloy. 
Sarah Elizabeth Russell 
Mann. Harold E. Orr. Ber-
nard Lee “Bernie” Steck II. 
John Richard Tucker.

April 12. Valrey Sue 
Coleman. Linda G. Da-
vidson. William “Willie” 
Robert Havlen. Kenneth 
H. Honey. Thomas Dale 
Maske. Georgia Ann Po-
lach. Mary Ellen Wilson.

April 19. Sondra K. 
Bradford. Charles Eugene 
Chapman. Justin Hileman.  
Donna Kay Hurst.

April 26. Allie Green-
way. Alice Faye Mayberry. 
Erie J. Rosson. Georgine 
Starr Theis. William Shane 
Webb.

May
May 3. Mickle Brock. 

Martha V. Brown. Marjorie 
Leota Emery. Alice Slack.

May 10. David Lee “Kill-
er” Horn. David Shawn 
Knight. Georgia Helen 
Thorn.

May 17. Marvin E. Cara-
ker. Wanda L. Gardner. 
Philip J. Gebbia. Mary 
Pitts Hoyle. Pearl E. Kar-
raker. Virginia Irene Miller. 
Dale E. Mowery. Richard 
Sheeley.

May 24. Dorian “Pinky” 
Buckley. Barbara Ann Fer-
rill (Wilson). James Foster. 
Nola Jean Heisner. Victor 
Lechtenberger Jr. Jose-
phine Elizabeth “Betty” 
Renzaglia.

May 31. Viola Mae Clay-
ton Hankla. Ritta Maxine 
Friese Jones. Eileen Evans 
Miles Robins. Kay Whit-
ney.

June
June 7. Richard J. Cerny. 

Neomia Ruth Means. San-
dra Lee Smith. Charlotte 
Gene Toler. Leoda Watkins.

June 14. Aldona H. John-
son. Raymond DeWayne 
Henderson Sr. Clay Scott 
Kell. Ginger Lee Kelley. 
Patricia Reppert.

June  21 .  Al ta  Mae 
Morgan Hinkle. Carolyn 
Jackson Miller. Christine 
“Chrissy” Sanders. Ronald 
“Ron” Dean Stanley Jr. 
Raymond E. Stroehlein.

June 28. Diane Sue Hilt. 
Mary Lou Stephens Swift. 
Matella J. Tucker. Barbara 
Jo Woodworth. 

July
July 5. Getty Edward 

Abernathy. Joyce Casper. 
Dorothy “Dottie” Mae 
Miles. Martha Jane Oz-
ment. Robert “Bobby” Otis 
Simmons.

July 12. Sandra Carol 
Cato. Mildred Kelley. 
Vicenta (Vicky) Castillo 
Miller. Mary B. Witthoft. 
Lawrence Woods.

July 19. Bonita Jo Big-
ham. Deon Houghlan. Jack 
R. Sherwin. Patricia J. Tay-
lor.

July 26. Sherry Kay Bag-
by. Paul Edward Boyer. 
Dorothy Burgess. Barbara 
A. Corzine. Hobert Clifton 
“Cliff” Hankla. Mary Jea-
nette Walker.

August
Aug. 2. Charles Wayne 

Carrington. Nevada J. 
Hileman. H.E. “Buck” 
Kroeger. Janice Kay Walk-
er. 

Aug. 9. Jay Bucker.
Aug. 16. Virginia Mae 

Adams. Doris L. Bullock. 
Alice L. Dahl. Bill Darnell. 
Russell Davis. Larry Ed-
ward Dirden. Timothy O. 
Donohue. Maxine Foster. 
Curtis Harold Graham. 
Marilyn Needham. An-
nette Lynne Roach. Mary 
Frances Sheeley. Phyllis C. 
Tweedy.

Aug. 23. Henry Colson. 
Geraldine Dillow. Agnes 
Eddleman. Martha On-
dean Holbach. Hilma Ann 
Keeley. Farrell Virgil Mc-
Crite Jr. Susie Robinson. 
Edward Smith.

Aug.  30.  Cather ine 
“Cathy” Dailey. Mary El-
len Meyer. Brenda Eddle-
man Rubenacker. Patricia 
L. “Patty” Smith.

September.
Sept. 6. Kelli J. Carmack. 

Richard Carpe. Gary E. 
Maloy. Linda J. Petersmey-
er. Janet Verble. Gordon 
Wellons. 

Sept. 13. Virginia Lee 
Boyd. Rhetta Kay Cope-
land. Brian Glen Goins. 
Rev. Federico C. Higuera. 
Gilbert R. Swoboda Jr. 

Sept .  20 .  Woodrow 
“Woody” Paul Almon. 
Richard “Dick” Wayne 
Bittle. Jessalyn A. Canupp. 
Frank W. Elkins. Barry 
Eugene Fowler. Virginia 
“Ginny” Miles. Carolyn 
Moore. Clif J. Mull. Loren 
“Jim” J. Rhodes. Mary 
Louise Sitter.

Sept. 27. William “Lou-
ie” Bryant. Billy D. “Bill” 
Jackson. George W. Lack-
ey. Rita J. Myers. Jan Baker 
Robertson. Lois “Bunny” 
Schultz.  

October
Oct. 4. Jack L. Bridge-

man. David Allen Broad-
way. Bill Thomas.

Oct. 11. Michael Ray 

Davidson. Marilyn Kay 
Forrest. David Hartline. 
Paula Richard Jones Keis-
tler. Orris L. Mosby.  Ralph 
Wagner. Ralph Jerry Wall 
Jr. Blanche Wright.

Oct. 18. Ruby Britt. Fran-
ces C. Choate. John Amos 
Cummins. June A. Johnson. 

Oct. 25. Edward David 
Black Jr. Dwayne Cavitt. 
Leta Mae Dirden. Richard 
Arthur Howell. Marjorie 
Kimbro. Denny Lingle. 
Walter J. Menees. Roberto 
M. Murillo. Doris Jean 
Newman. Donald Richard 
Penrod. Charlene Potts.

November
Nov. 1. Dorothy L. Hold-

erfield. Toni Kay Lewis.  
Donald Ray Newberry.

Nov. 8. Donald Wayne 
Boswell. Ruth Jane Brown. 
Terrill “Terry” John Curry. 
Edward P. Dale. Terry Joe 
Haden. Harold L. Kraatz. 
Kenneth William Mueller. 
James W. “Jim” Pind. Mary 
Rita Rhodes.

Nov. 15. Christopher L. 
“Chris” Ayers. Linda Dar-
lene Pierce Clover. Tonya 
Lynn Garrett. Roy Wilson.

Nov. 22. Shirley Basler. 
Katherine Boyd. Donald P. 
Garrison. Dorothy Hubbs. 
Phillip Johnson. Mary Jane 
Norton. Howard A. Ram-
age.

Nov. 29. Mike Barringer. 
“AJ” Andrew James Boom-
er. Ella Carlton. Sharol Ann 
Carter. Melony Kay Beas-
ley Dalby. Claude Eugene 
“Gene” Davis. Bobby M. 
“Bob” Marks. Richard “Al-
len” Phillips. 

December
Dec. 6. Robert L. (Bob) 

Chamness. Julia “Jill” K. 
Lawrence Halterman. Dor-
othy “Dottie” Hileman. 
Harry Johnson. Rebecca 
Sue Moore-Myers. Marilyn 
Patterson. Sue Rader. Lois 
Eileen Williams. 

Dec. 13. Loys A. Black-
ledge. Evelyn Dasenbrock. 
Carl Lewis Hileman. Dr. 
Jean P. Jones. Betty Lou 
McNeely. Joanne Mueller. 
Edith Pearson. Amy Beth 
Ramage. Charles Harry 
Rich.

Dec. 20. Donald G.  Bag-
gott. Gerald D. Bauer. Don-
nie Campbell. Karen L. Da-
vis. Lillian Fay Droge. Wil-
liam O. “Bill” Graves III. 
Margaret Ann Lang. Earl 
Wayne Slusher. James Scott 
Strange. Donna Swink.

Dec. 27. Shirley J. El-
kins. Paul Flint Farris. 
Nancy C. Green. David 
Jampolis. Lindell “Lin” 
Koonce. Betty McDermott. 
Daisy Grace Phillips.

(Editor’s note: every ef-
fort was made to include a 
complete listing of all of the 
obituaries which appeared 
in the newspaper 2018.)

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Supper guests of Sue 
and Steve Eudy last Tues-
day were Jennifer Eudy of 
Scott City, Mo., and Ryan, 
Breeana and Jade Driskell 
of Cape Girardeau.

Eric, Julie and Tessa 
Bur t in  o f  Wes t  Pa lm 
Beach, Fla., are spending 
the Christmas holidays 
with her parents, Penny 
and Kerry Hill of Mc-
Clure.

Sue and Steve Eudy en-
joyed an early Christmas 
dinner Saturday night with 
Marjie Stark of Anna and 
her family, Dr. Jeff and 
Terri Stark and daughters 
of St. Charles, Mo., Greg 
and Martha Stark and son, 
Josh and girlfriend of St. 
Charles, Mo., and Gary 
and Leslie Stark of Anna 
and Bianca of Anna.

Shirley Miller of Mc-
Clure enjoyed supper last 
Wednesday night at the 
home of Penny and Kerry 
Hill and Kacie and Derek 
Golliher of McClure.

Shirley Miller and Erm-

adell Elkins of Anna vis-
ited last week with Ervina 
Johnson of Jonesboro.

Shirley Miller and Erm-
adell Elkins visited Sun-
day, Dec. 23, with Sue and 
Steve Eudy.

Those spending Christ-
mas with Sue and Steve 
Eudy were Brian and Su-
san Eudy of Jackson, Mo., 
Megan Eudy of Cape Gi-
rardeau, Kevin, Jennifer 
and Emma Eudy of Scott 
City, Mo., Jessica Eudy 
of Plano, Texas, Ryan, 
Breanna and Jade Driskell 
of Cape Girardeau.

Here’s hoping everyone 
has a happy New Year. 
Please don’t drink and 
drive.

You are invited to at-
tend services at Reynolds-
ville Missionary Baptist 
Church. Sunday School 
is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
morning worship service 
is at 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
evening worship service 
is at 6 p.m. Rev. Jamie 
Bridgeman is the pastor.

Anna VFW post scheduled
to host health screenings

Area residents can learn 
about their risk for cardio-
vascular disease, osteopo-
rosis, diabetes, and other 
chronic, serious conditions 
with screenings offered by 
Life Line Screening.  

Anna VFW Post No. 
3455, located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna, plans to 
offer the screenings on 
Monday, Jan. 14.

Screenings can check for:
The level of plaque 

buildup in arteries, which 
is related to risk for heart 
disease, stroke and overall 
vascular health.

HDL and LDL choles-
terol levels. Diabetes risk. 
Bone density as a risk for 
possible osteoporosis. Kid-
ney and thyroid function, 

and more.
Screenings are afford-

able, convenient and acces-
sible for wheelchairs and 
those with trouble walking.  
Free parking is also avail-
able.  

Packages start at $149 
but consultants will work 
with people to create a 
package that is right for 
them based on their age and 
risk factors.  

Interested persons can 
call 1-800-640-6307 to 
receive $10 off of a pack-
age priced at $129 or more. 
They also may visit the 
website at www.lifeline-
screening.com/community-
partners for more infor-
mation. Preregistration is 
required.
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Internet subscriptions: 
rural, lower income counties 
trail national average

For the first time, U.S. 
Census Bureau statistics 
show the impact that a coun-
ty’s rural or urban geogra-
phy and income level can 
have on residents’ rates of 
subscription to the internet.

While the Census Bureau 
has reported national esti-
mates of internet subscrip-
tion for each of the past 
four years, the new data for 
all counties in the United 
States allow us to look at 
trends across smaller areas, 
including less populated 
rural areas.

Nationally, 78 percent of 
households subscribe to the 
internet, but households in 
both rural and lower-income 
counties trail the national 
average by 13 points.

The recently released 
2013-2017 American Com-
munity Survey, ACS, esti-
mates show overall wide-
spread subscription to the 
internet throughout the 
country. 

Nationally, 78 percent of 
households subscribe to the 
internet, but households in 
both rural and lower-income 
counties trail the national 
average by 13 points.  

In addition, the data show 
that Americans connect to 
the internet in a variety of 
ways, including through 
high-speed wired connec-
tions at home and cellular 
data plans while on the go. 

Broadband internet sub-
scriptions are defined as 
any service that is capable 
of delivering faster speeds 
than “dial up,” which is no 
longer used by most people, 
but is still used by less than 
1 percent of households 
nationally.

More Urban, More 
Connected

Mapping broadband in-
ternet subscription patterns 
show that counties with 
higher subscription rates 
tend to be in or around urban 
areas, especially those along 
both coasts. 

Higher subscription rates 
are found throughout the 
greater Washington, D.C., 
area, New York and Seattle, 
among others.

Focusing on counties 
with at least 10,000 popu-
lation (for which statistics 
are more reliable), Doug-
las County, Colo., had the 
highest rate of subscription 
at 94.6 percent. Loudoun 
County, Va.; Howard Coun-
ty, Md.; Fairfax City, Va.; 
Kendall County, Ill.; and 
Fairfax County, Va., also all 
have subscription rates of 92 
percent or higher.

Counties with lower rates 
of subscription are promi-
nent throughout the South, 
especially in the Mississippi 
River basin, as well as in a 
number of counties in the 
Midwest and West.

Telfair County, Ga., has 

the lowest rate of subscrip-
tion at 24.9 percent out of 
counties with populations 
of 10,000 or more. Hol-
mes County, Miss.; Kem-
per County, Miss.; Apache 
County, Ariz.; Monroe 
County, Ala.; McKinley 
County, N.M.; and Lefl ore 
County, Miss., all also have 
subscription rates at or be-
low 40 percent.

Differences in Rural 
and Urban Counties

When categorizing coun-
ties by the share of the 
population that lives in rural 
areas, rural counties tend 
to fare worse than urban 
counties when it comes to 
subscribing to broadband 
internet.

Rural areas are defi ned as 
all population, housing and 
territory not included within 
an urbanized area or urban 
cluster. 

Census blocks are identi-
fi ed as urban if they have a 
density of 1,000 people per 
square mile. 

These blocks are then ag-
gregated to defi ne urbanized 
areas that contain 50,000 
or more people and urban 
clusters are areas with at 
least 2,500 but fewer than 
50,000 people.

“Completely rural” coun-
ties have 100 percent of the 
population living in rural 
areas, while “mostly rural” 
counties have at least 50 
percent of the population 
living in rural areas. 

Lastly, “mostly urban” 
counties have populations 
where more than 50 percent 
of the population lives in 
urban areas.

In the average “mostly 
urban” county, over 75 per-
cent of households have a 
subscription to broadband 
internet.

The average county clas-
sifi ed as “mostly rural” has 
a household subscription 
rate of approximately 67 
percent, while the average 
“completely rural” county 
has a subscription rate of 
65 percent.

Despite a higher aver-
age subscription rate, some 
“mostly urban” counties are 
not overwhelmingly con-
nected as well.  

A number of “mostly 
urban” counties in Texas, 
New Mexico and along 
the Mississippi River have 
subscription rates below 55 
percent. 

“Mostly rural” counties 
tend to have lower subscrip-
tion rates, with many such 
counties located across the 
South. 

The Northeast, Midwest 
and parts of the West contain 
a number of “mostly rural” 
counties with subscription 
rates above the national 
average, although there are 
also a few in the South.

Like “mostly rural” coun-

ties, “completely rural” 
counties tend to have broad-
band subscription rates be-
low the national average, 
and many of these are found 
in the South. 

A handful of “completely 
rural” counties are well 
connected, such as Daggett 
County, Utah (90.5 percent).

Higher Income, Better 
Connections

As shown in the latest 
ACS data, higher-income 
counties tend to have higher 
rates of internet subscription 
than lower-income counties.

An average of over 77 
percent of households have 
a broadband subscription 
in counties with median 
household incomes equal to 
or above $50,000. 

In counties with median 
incomes below $50,000, the 
average rate of subscription 
falls to roughly 65 percent.

Higher income counties 
that are also “mostly urban” 
have the highest rate of 
internet subscription, with 
an average of 79.9 percent 
of households subscribing 
to some broadband service.

“Completely rural,” low-
er income counties fare 
the worst, with an average 
broadband subscription rate 
of only 61.7 percent.

Despite differences in 
level of income and rural-
ity, households in “mostly 
urban,” lower income coun-
ties are within 2 percentage 
points of “completely ru-
ral,” higher income counties 
in their rate of subscription.  

An average of 69.7 per-
cent of households sub-
scribe to broadband internet 
in “mostly urban,” lower-in-
come counties compared to 
71.4 percent in “completely 
rural,” higher-income coun-
ties.

2018: National Day of Prayer service
Members of the concert choir from Anna-Jonesboro Community High School sang the National 

Anthem at a National Day of Prayer service which was held Thursday evening, May 3. Rainy weather 
didn’t dampen the spirits of those who attended the event, which was moved to the First United Methodist 
Church in Anna. The observance originally had been scheduled to take place at the Anna City Park in 
Anna. The location was moved due to the wet weather. The gathering was hosted by the City of Anna 
and coordinated by the Union County Alliance of Churches. 

2018: Career fair held at A-JCHS
A big world awaits students at Union County high schools. To help students 

prepare for life after school, Anna-Jonesboro Community High School hosted 
its fi rst career fair on Thursday evening, Feb. 15. Students from all Union 
County high schools were invited to attend the event, which featured more 
than 60 presenters. The presenters fi lled the lower gymnasium and cafeteria 
at the Union County school. 

Students who came to the career fair had an opportunity to learn about 
many career and educational opportunities, including construction, the media, 
the military, recreation, public service, fi nance, agriculture, cosmetology, food 
service, health care and other fi elds. The event was coordinated by A-JCHS 
faculty members Natalie McLean Miller and Alysha Hase. 

If you know this A-J 
Community High School 

employee wish her a happy 
40th birthday and ask
her to sing her favorite 

Trisha Yearwood song.
3G
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Students uncovering stories of women who resisted Nazis
By Hannah Erickson

news.siu.edu
Since the moment World 

War II ended, most of the 
global conversations have 
focused on the countless 
men who heroically fought 
against the Nazi Regime. 

While their stories speak 
of bravery and valor, so do 
the many near-forgotten 
accounts of courageous 
German women who some-
times quietly, and some-
times boldly, stood against 
the evils of the Third Reich.

Concerned with history’s 
depiction of these almost 
unknown women, three 
students at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale are 
carefully researching and 
translating the remarkable 
tales of sacrifi ce, courage 
and bravery, and are gear-
ing up to fi nally share the 
stories with the English-

speaking parts of the world.
The translation project 

fi rst began as a class assign-
ment under the guidance of 
associate professor of Ger-
man, Carola Daffner. 

The students, Benjamin 
Reese, Spencer Blake and 
Leia Ruebling, were tasked 
with translating a set of 
biographies that a group, 
the German Resistance Re-
search Council in Frankfurt, 
Germany, had gathered for 
a special exhibit.

At the beginning, the 
students did not anticipate 
much more than a normal 
homework assignment. 

However, as the transla-
tion progressed, the three 
grew amazed and enamored 
with the remarkable stories 
of the women they studied, 
and knew the legacy of 
these women needed to 
expand past the bounds of 

a single German exhibit.
For Reese, a junior in the 

German education degree 
program, uncovering the 
bravery of so many women 
is not only inspiring, but 
also an important way to 
recognize the contributions 
these women had on the 
world.

“A lot of people don’t 
know it, but women played 
one of the biggest roles in 
World War II in Germany,” 
Reese said. “The truth is, 
these women would risk 
their lives to provide for 
their families.”

As slightly less notice-
able at the time, German 
women often had more 
freedom to work and ven-
ture outside of their homes. 

What is often forgotten 
is how many times these 
women took opportunities 
to assist others and work 

behind-the-scenes to resist 
the Nazi Regime. 

Even when faced with 
possible imprisonment, 
capture or death, many 
continued to stand against 
the pressure. 

“The women were actu-
ally the ones doing most of 
the hard labor at the time,” 
Reese said. 

“That’s something that a 
lot of people look over, but 
it is something that needs to 
be known.”

Now, after so many 
years, Ruebling, a senior in 
the German studies degree 
program, believes it is time 
to give these women the 
credit they deserve.

“This is a really big step-
ping stone, because women 
weren’t talked about in 
World War II,” Ruebling 
said. 

“Often you only hear 
about the women who 
stayed at home or did noth-
ing during the war, but this 
is the other side, portraying 
the women who fought and 
were actively resisting.”

After realizing the larger 
implications of their work, 
the team of SIU students 
are devoted to finishing 
the translation and putting 
these women back in their 
rightful spot of history.

“This is a piece of his-
tory that needs to be recog-
nized,” Reese said. “And 
we are going to try and do 
just that.”

Until now, these remark-
able stories had never been 
available outside of Ger-
many. 

The obvious challenge 
for the students is carefully 
and accurately taking the 
German exhibits, and trans-

lating each section properly 
into English. 

German words can often 
have four or fi ve different 
meanings, Reese explained, 
so the easiest way to ensure 
accuracy is to work together 
until each piece is fully 
comprehendible.

When the students have 
differing opinions on the 
correct translation of a 
word, they bounce ideas 
back and forth until reach-
ing a fi rm consensus.

“Everybody has their 
own twist on translating,” 
Ruebling said. “When we 
all come together with our 
own logical ways that we 
translate, sentence by sen-
tence or word by word, it’s 
like a big puzzle.”

This is the fi rst time these 
stories are being translated 
into English, Daffner ex-
plained, so the student’s 
process of group discussion 
and collaboration is an ex-
cellent way to preserve the 
validity, while also pushing 
the students in their own 
language development.

Each individual biogra-
phy is outlined on a panel, 
and the students work story-
by-story to unearth each 
woman’s experiences.

“The translation itself is 
interesting,” Blake, a senior 
in the German education 
degree program, said. 

“Because as you are 
learning about what all 
these women did, it’s al-
most uncovering itself as 
we go along. It’s very infor-
mative and exciting.”

Beyond the struggles of 
accurate translation, the 
students face a more unex-
pected challenge related to 
racial stigmas. 

For Ruebling, it is not 
just the language that is 
diffi cult, but also the many 
negative connotations that 
are still associated with it.

“It’s hard to tell people 
you speak German, because 
they will immediately bring 
up World War II, the Nazis 
or how angry the language 
sounds,” Ruebling said. 
“And that makes it diffi cult 
from a different aspect.”

While this stands as one 
of the biggest roadblocks 
for the students, one of their 
goals is to use these stories 
to break down those mind-
sets in their peers.

Similar to the exhibit the 
SIU students are working 
with, the German Resis-
tance Research Council 
released an exhibit high-
lighting the stories of teen-
age resistance. 

In 2012, a group from the 
University of Missouri-St. 
Louis translated the exhibit, 
and it has been on display 
in various locations since 
then.

SIU’s German section 
is set to bring that exhibit 
to campus in honor of SIU 
World Language Day, on 
April 4, 2019. 

The exhibit is scheduled 
to be on display April 1-19 
at Morris Library in the Hall 
of Presidents on the SIU 
campus, and will be free 
and open to the public.

On April 4, Reese, Rue-
bling and Blake plan to give 
a presentation about their 
upcoming completion of 
the women’s exhibit, and 
provide participants with a 
sneak peek of their work. 
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‘Full cold moon’
Sweet gum tree seed pods were silhouetted by a “full cold moon” which 

appeared in the night sky over Union County in December. The website for 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac noted that the appearance of the “full cold moon” 
coincided with the winter solstice, which was on Friday, Dec. 21. 



An Homage 
to Hometown Happenings

By Kate B. Jerome

No matter where my travels take me, I always seek out the local newspaper.
I know. My smartphone easily provides more detail about a town than I will ever need.
But the local paper does so much more. That’s because it fits the many pieces of the 

community puzzle together. Where else can you get a glimpse of what a citizenry most 
values and fears – all within a few recyclable pages?

In the tiny town where I grew up, the local paper was a powerful tool – no doubt for 
many reasons beyond my young comprehension. However, I looked forward to the daily 
delivery for two simple reasons.

First, I loved to read the personal stories – from tragedy to triumph – about the people 
in my own community. It was the first inkling I had that I might be part of something 
larger than the family who lived at 12 Parkview.

Second, I couldn’t wait to hear the interesting dinner conversations that some tidbit in 
the paper was bound to spark. Of course, my favorites were the most heated discussions. 
And when my parents resorted to spelling out words? Well, let’s just say the training led 
to considerable success in my grade school spelling bees!

Decades of educational publishing experience later, I know my hometown paper was 
just one arrow in the successful child-raising quiver my parents used. But it was an im-
portant tool, and the outcomes it helped produce are still of the utmost importance today.

You see, building a strong sense of place plays a key part in a child’s social and emo-
tional development. When children connect with the community around them, it helps 
them develop their own personal identity. An added benefit is the sense of stewardship 
it often inspires.

And the value of generating meaningful conversations? In my view, it’s off the charts. 
Too often in our busy world, dialogue with our kids tends toward the practical (Did you 
pick up your toys?) rather than the profound (Keep trying even when it’s hard!). So any 
tool that inspires discussion of such issues as friendship and community should be deeply 
valued. Why? Because that’s when our own stories of personal grit and resilience begin 
to flow.

And aren’t those the kind of Hometown Happenings that we really want our children 
to remember?

***

Kate B. Jerome is the author and series creator of two new Read Together/Do Together 
children’s book series from Arcadia Kids that are designed to jump-start meaningful con-
versations between kids and their favorite adults. A seasoned publishing executive, an 
award-winning children’s book author, and a recent Fellow in Stanford’s Distinguished 
Careers Institute, Kate is a passionate supporter of intergenerational communication. 
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Lincoln first president to make use of electronic mass media
By Steve Tarter

of the 
Journal Star of Peoria
 FDR used the radio, 

JFK scored on TV and 
Donald Trump expouses 
on Twitter. 

But the first president to 
make effective use of elec-
tronic communications was 
Abraham Lincoln.

His use of the telegraph, 
a tool used extensively 
during the Civil War, was 
one of the things that made 
Lincoln a unique com-
municator in tumultuous 
times.

“Two things set Lin-
coln apart in terms of his 
relationship with, and 
mastery of, the press,” 
said Harold Holzer, au-
thor of “Lincoln and the 
Power of the Press: The 
War for Public Opinion,” 
published in 2015. 

“His language was sim-
ple and direct enough to 
make press reprints of 
his speeches especially 
compelling. Second, he 
courted journalists from 
the beginning of his ca-
reer.”

Holzer, director of the 
Roosevelt House Public 
Policy Institute at Hunter 
College in New York City, 
added two more things: 
“(Lincoln) drafted editori-
als for his Whig and Re-
publican newspapers and 
owned a newspaper, him-
self (as did his arch-rival, 
Stephen A. Douglas),” he 
said.

The newspaper that Lin-
coln purchased, in secret, 
was a pro-Republican, 
German-language paper 
published in Springfield 
just prior to the 1860 presi-
dential election. 

“State legislators bought 
and distributed the paper in 
their districts,” said James 
Cornelius, curator of the 
Lincoln Collection at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presiden-
tial Library and Museum in 
Springfield.

Cornelius said Lincoln’s 
rise in Illinois politics was 
marked by a close relation-
ship with the press. 

“He was often in news-
paper offices up and down 
the state in the 1830s and 
1840s. Hanging around 
a newspaper office was 
a good place to shoot the 
breeze – and exchange 
information. He also wrote 
a lot that was published 
anonymously during that 
time,” he said.

William Herndon, Lin-
coln’s Springfield law part-
ner, observed Lincoln’s 
relationship with the press 
firsthand. 

Writing in 1886, he not-
ed: “In common with other 
politicians, he never over-
looked a newspaperman 
who had it in his power to 
say a good or bad thing of 
him. The press of that day 
was not so powerful an 
institution as now, but am-
bitious politicians courted 
the favor of a newspaper-
man with as much zeal as 
the same class of men have 
done in latter days.”

Herndon recalled Lin-
coln writing to an editor 
of a small country paper in 
Southern Illinois. “‘I have 
been reading your paper 
for three or four years and 
have paid you nothing for 
it,’ Lincoln wrote. He then 
encloses $10 and admon-
ishes the editor with in-
nocent complacency: “‘Put 
it into your pocket, saying 
nothing further about it,’” 
he said.

Not long after, Lincoln 
sent an article “on politi-
cal matters” to the editor 
– who declined to pub-
lish the piece “because I 
long ago made it a rule to 

Spinning the news
“Lincoln Spins the News,” a Copperhead cartoon 

from 1862.

publish nothing as edito-
rial matter not written by 
myself.”

“Although the laugh was 
on Lincoln, he enjoyed 
the joke heartily,” noted 
Herndon, recalling Lincoln 
saying, “That editor has 
a rather lofty but proper 
conception of true journal-
ism.”

True journalism wasn’t 
always on display in the 
newspapers that reigned in 
Lincoln’s era. Editors were 
not shy about taking stands, 
or taking shots, at the na-
tion’s leaders.

“Let’s just say that the 
openly, proudly partisan 
editors of the Lincoln ere 
–  Republicans like Horace 
Greeley of the New York 
Tribune and Democrats 
like Manton Marble of the 
New York World – would 
not be surprised at all that 
today’s media outlets, like 
Fox and MSNBC, display 
the same kind of doctri-
naire leanings, except (the 
networks of the 21st cen-
tury) don’t like to admit 
it,” said Holzer.

“Partisanship was deeply 
embedded in the American 
press tradition, from the 
days of John Adams on-
ward,” he said.

In talking about the “re-
liability” of newspapers, 
Lincoln is said to have 
joked, “They lie and then 
they re-lie.” 

But Lincoln also said, 
“No man, whether he be 
private citizen or President 
of the United States, can 
successfully carry on a 
controversy with a great 
newspaper, and escape de-
struction unless he owns a 
newspaper equally great, 
with a circulation of the 
same neighborhood.”

Lincoln learned how to 
deal with a divided press 
just as he did with a divided 
country. 

“Mr. Lincoln under-
stood the power of the 
press. He well understood 
the excesses of the me-
dia, especially during his 
presidency. On the whole, 
he was thick-skinned, but 
he did object to false-
hoods, calumnies, libel 
and slander,” noted Lewis 
Lehrman, author of “Lin-
coln at Peoria: The Turn-
ing Point.”

“Lincoln’s genius with 
the press consisted primar-
ily in presenting arguments 
for the Union cause and 
emancipation which pre-
vailed over the common 
prejudices of the day. His 
fair-mindedness, even in 
the face of vicious press 
attacks, was apparent to 
all – in the end, even to his 
enemies,” Lehrman said.

Holzer suggested that a 
lifetime of reading, writing 
and negotiating with news-
papers laid the groundwork 
for what Lincoln was able 
to do as president: reach 
the public with letters to 
the editor spelling out his 
positions on some of the 
much-debated issues of 
the day.

“With his dramatic letters 
of 1862 and 1863, Lincoln 
in some ways wrote the 
big three New York editors 
out of the equation when 
it came to molding pub-
lic opinion,” the historian 
noted.

Lincoln’s habit of main-
taining close ties with 
members of the press as 
president didn’t always set 
well with members of his 
Cabinet. 

Writing in his diary 
in 1864, Navy Secretary 
Gideon Welles complained: 
“It is an infirmity of the 
President that he permits 
the little news mongers to 
come around him and be 

intimate, and in this he is 
encouraged by (Secretary 
of State William) Seward, 
who does the same, and 
even courts the corrupt 
and the vicious, which the 
President does not. He has 
great inquisitiveness. Likes 
to hear all the political gos-
sip as much as Seward. But 

the President is honest, sin-
cere and confiding – traits 
which are not so prominent 
in some by whom he is sur-
rounded.”

When it came to using 
the technology of the day, 
Lincoln learned about send-
ing messages by wire from 
Charles Tinker, a telegraph 

operator he met at the Taze-
well House hotel in Pekin 
in 1857. 

By the time he moved 
to Washington in 1860, 
Lincoln was well aware of 
how the telegraph operated 
and ways he could use it, 
stated Tom Wheeler, author 
of “Mr. Lincoln’s T-Mails: 
The Untold Story of How 
Abraham Lincoln Used the 
Telegraph to Win the Civil 
War.”

Lincoln not only in-
stalled a telegraph office 
at the White House but 
used that office as a situ-
ation room, allowing the 
president to communicate 
with field commanders in 
the nearest thing to real 
time that was available in 
the 1860s, noted Wheeler, 
adding that Lincoln sent 
out almost 1,000 telegrams 
during his time in the ex-
ecutive office.

But speed of transmis-
sion wasn’t the only factor 
that made Lincoln a great 
communicator. 

“Lincoln was a mas-
ter political strategist. 
He understood what it 
took to get the message 

out to people,” said Pe-
ter Schnall, a filmmaker 
whose “Lincoln@Gettys-
burg” program was shown 
on PBS in 2013.

The president’s 272-
word Gettysburg Address 
was a good example of 
adapting his message to the 
media, Schnall said, “(Lin-
coln) knew the speech 
would be telegraphed 
across the nation; within 
48 hours every newspaper 
as far as California had 
printed the speech straight 
on the front page, which is 
exactly what he was aim-
ing for.”

*** 
Steve Tarter covers city 

and county government for 
the Journal Star. He can be 
reached at 309-686-3260 or 
starter@pjstar.com. Follow 
him at Twitter@SteveTarter 
and facebook.com/tarter-
source.

***
Editor’s note: This story 

was one in a weekly Il-
linois Bicentennial series 
presented in 2018 by the 
Illinois Associated Press 
Media Editors and Illinois 
Press Association.
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News from

Anna 
Nazarene 
Church

Intended for Dec. 27
Gifts of Acknowledge-

ment from the church were 
presented on Sunday, Dec. 
23, by Nina Shepard, church 
board secretary, to Pastor 
Randy Wright and Verna 
Fuller, church secretary for 
their service to the church.  

Music was led by Randy 
Wright, Abby Barlow and 
Jessica Elkins, accompanied 
by Jack and Nina Shepard. 

Ushers for the morning 
worship service were Curly 
Ralls, Mark Smith, Robert 
Smith, and Terry Wiseman 
Sr. 

The offertory was pro-
vided by Betty Odum and 
Rin Ray. 

The Advent Candle of 
Love was lit by Pastor Ran-
dy, following the reading 
of scripture from John. The 
pastor shared that “ we light 
this candle to remind us that 
God is love. We thank God 
for the hope he gives us, for 
the peace he bestows on us, 
for the joy he pours into our 
hearts, and for the love that 
redeems us and shows us 
the way.”

S p e c i a l  m u s i c  w a s 
brought by Jessica Elkins.  
The message “Joy” was 
brought by Pastor Wright 
from James. Communion 
was served to the congrega-
tion followed by the closing 
prayer. 

Music for the Sunday 
evening worship service was 
led by Randy Wright, Abby 
Barlow and Jessica Elkins, 
accompanied by Jack and 
Nina Shepard. 

Ushers for the evening 
worship service were Terry 
Wiseman Sr., Noah Wise-
man, Leonard Sadler and 
Larry Fuller. Offertory was 
provided by Bryan Mor-
rison. 

The message, “Love,” 
was brought by Pastor Ran-
dy Wright from I Corinthi-
ans and I John 4:7-21.

Birthdays: Evan Parks, 
Jessie Wells, Dec. 27.

Anniversary: Thomas and 
Margo Mueller, Dec. 27.

A pastoral installation 
service is planned Jan. 6. 
The service will be followed 
by a potluck meal.

Sunday School begins at 
9:30 a.m. Worship services 
are Sunday at 10:35 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. and Wednesday 
at 6:30 p.m. 

Youth services are at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday. Children’s 
Bible quizzing is planned at 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday and 
5 p.m. on Sunday.

News from

Camp 
Ground 
Church, 
Community

Intended for Dec. 27
On the Sunday before 

Christmas, following the 
prelude, the Advent read-
ing and scripture were read 
by Tony Gerard and Donna 
Williams.

Raelynn Bonner lit the 
Love candle. Addie Bonner 
carried the Love poster.

The Rev. Rob Betts’ ser-
mon on Dec. 23 was titled 
“Unwrapping the Gift of 
God,” with scripture from 
Luke and Isaiah.

The message shared that 
“God sent His Son to earth 
wrapped in the form of an 
ordinary baby, born in the 
most humble surroundings, 
to a humble couple. He 
grew into the greatest ‘gift’ 
the world could receive, and 
to bring salvation to all who 
will believe.”

Receiving the offering 
were Aldi and Vodra Ge-
rard.

Camp Ground’s elder for 
the month of December is 
Tony Gerard.

The church’s annual 
program and candlelight 
service were held Sunday 
evening, Dec. 23, begin-
ning with a finger food 
fellowship.

The program began 
with the lighting of the 
Christ candle on the Advent 
wreath. Addison Bonner lit 
the candle, with all the chil-
dren present participating 
in the parade of the Advent 
posters.

Elder of the month Tony 
Gerard led the program, 
assisted by Rachel Bonner, 
who led the carols. Eight 
members of the congre-
gation read the various 
scriptures.

T h e  C a m p  G r o u n d 
Church wishes the readers 
and staff of this newspaper 
a blessed 2019.

Camp Ground invites 
everyone to join them in 
study and worship. Coffee 
and fellowship is at 9:30 
a.m. Bible study is at 10 
a.m. Worship is at 11 a.m. 
The church is located at 50 
Tunnel Ln., east of Anna.

News from

Walnut 
Grove 
Church

Intended for Dec. 27
On the fourth Sunday of 

Advent at Walnut Grove 
United Methodist Church, 
Emma Cauble and Bobbi Jo 
Hartline lit the altar candles 
while Johnathan Cauble 
played the musical prelude.  

Then Tracey and Jim 
Brown read the Advent 
litany and lit the “Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love” Ad-
vent candles.

Everyone sang “Happy 
Anniversary” to Sandy and 
Gary Hartline for their 58th 
wedding anniversary.

Pastor Bobbi Shultz read 
gospel from Luke and re-
minded everyone “how 
important it is that we spend 
time with our families and 
those who need company 
and may be lonely.  This is 
the most important gift we 
can give.”

Prayers were requested 
for Lynette Winter, Vince 
Berry, Tonya and Karen 
Lamer, Barbara Keller, Ray 
Wilson, Pastor Bobbi’s son 
Tim and Gary Hartline.  
David Lamer reported that 
he was doing well.

Special music was played 
during the offering: “Mary 
Did You Know?” on the 
piano and sung by Johna-
than Cauble, with Loren 
Herold on flute.

There was a walk to the 
manger to leave gifts for the 
baby Jesus at the manger.  

On Christmas Eve the 
church had a  candle-
lighting service at 5 p.m., 
with music by Elizabeth 
Corbit, Doug Brown and 
Loren Herold, and a spe-
cial Christmas song on the 
piano by Brian Thompson.  

The service was attended 
by many friends and fam-
ily members, and also by 
members of the Jonesboro 
United Methodist Church.

The Christmas litany 
was read by Keith and 
Loren Herold, and all five 
candles were lit, including 
the Christ candle in the 
center, followed by singing, 
prayers and a Christmas 
message.  

Then with the lights out, 
everyone’s candles were lit 
while “Joy to the World” 
was being sung. 

The Walnut Grove church 
members ended the service 
by caroling, “We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas!”

The next ladies lunch 
is planned at 11:30 a.m. 
Friday, Jan. 4, at Pizza Hut 
in Anna. 

The church’s Sunday 
schedule includes Sunday 
school for the children and 
starts at 9:30 a.m. 

The church is located 
at 3195 Mountain Glen 
Rd., near Cobden, and near 
Route 127. 

News from

First 
Baptist 
Church, 
Jonesboro

Intended for Dec. 27
On Sunday, Dec. 23, Pas-

tor Perry Williams brought 
the message. Worship was 
led by Gerry Boehne. 

The church plans to have 
a 200th anniversary cel-
ebration Sunday, Dec. 30. 
The day has been desig-
nated as “Old-Fashioned 
Sunday.”

There will be music from 
the 1800s. People are in-
vited to dress in period 
costumes. A potluck meal 
is planned which will fea-
ture foods from 200 years 
ago, such as vinegar pie. A  
beard judging contest also 
is planned.

The Dig-In children’s 
program is on break and 
is scheduled to resume on 
Jan. 9.

Birthdays: Carolyn Har-
vel, Dec. 24; Larry Rendle-
man, Dec. 30; Mary Lou 
Wright, Dec. 31.

Anniversary: Floyd and 
Ann Landis, 68 years, Dec. 
24.

The schedule for wor-
ship this coming week in-
cludes Bible study at 9 a.m. 
on Sunday, and a worship 
service at 10 a.m.

Youth meet at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday.  An adult Bible 
study and prayer meeting 
is planned at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday.

Gospel singing set
A gospel singing is 

planned Saturday, Jan. 5, 
at Shiloh Baptist Church in 
Villa Ridge.

Singing begins at 7 p.m. 
Billy Carter and Friends 
and the Gloryroad Travelers 
of Mounds will be featured.



Jonesboro celebrates 200 years of history
The City of Jonesboro joined Union County and the State of Illinois in celebrating their bicentennials during 2018. Jones-

boro hosted special activities during October. 

George Buss of Freeport, who portrays Abraham Lincoln as a 
reenactor, returned to Union County to be a part of Jonesboro's 
big celebration.

Mr. Lincoln, as portrayed by Mr. Buss, was a special guest at a 
program hosted by Jonesboro Elementary School.

Special tribute was paid to veterans who are buried at the Jonesboro Cemetery as part 
of the bicentennial observance.

Famous people from Jonesboro's past were featured during a cemetery walk 
event which was held at the Jonesboro Cemetery.

The firing of a cannon was part of a ceremony which was held at the Jonesboro Cemetery to honor veterans of the American Revolution and the War of 
1812 who are buried in the cemetery.
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THURSDAY JANUARY 3, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Seinfeld NCIS “Eye Spy”
(HD)

BUNK’D “Sea son of” “Cabin Fe ver”
(‘03)

Es cape At
Dannemora
“Part 7" Ten sion
rises.

:30 Seinfeld BUNK’D The Shop

7 PM Conners Bang (HD) Gotham “Year
Zero”

The Ti tan
Games The ul ti -
mate test. (HD)

Seinfeld NCIS (HD) Ra ven aac “Life of
the Party” (‘18)
(HD)

aa “The Ring
Two” (‘05) Vid -
eo tape sur faces.:30 Conners Young Seinfeld Ra ven

8 PM The Last Days
of JFK Jr.

(:01) Mom The Orville (HD) Wom. Col lege
Bas ket ball (Live) 
(HD)

Bang (HD) NCIS Ma rine re -
cruiter.

Coop & Cam “A Bad Moms
Christ mas”
(‘17):30 Murphy Bang (HD) Coop & Cam “Traf fic” (‘01)

Ef fects of in ter -
na tional drug
smug gling. (R)9 PM S.W.A.T.

“School”
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Black list
(HD)

Bang (HD) NCIS Se rial killer.
(HD)

BUNK’D (:55) “Ar i zona”
(‘18):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D “Amer i can

Dream
Knightmare”10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Col lege Bas ket -

ball Stan ford vs
UCLA (Live)

Seinfeld Fam ily Ra ven (:20) “A Night -
mare on Elm
Street” (‘10)
(HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily Ra ven

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Fam ily Bizaard (:15) “Ice box”
(‘18)

Ray Don o van
“Baby”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Seinfeld Fam ily Bizaard

FRIDAY JANUARY 4, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Count down
(HD)

Bur gers Fam ily Andi Mack “Love, Si mon”
(‘18)

“The In va sion”
(‘07)

“The
Rainmaker”:30 Bur gers Fam ily Andi Mack

7 PM Boat (HD) MacGyver Las
Ve gas.

Man (HD) The Black list
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Wash ing ton
Wiz ards at Mi -
ami Heat (Live)

“Star Wars: Ep -
i sode VI: Re -
turn of the
Jedi” (‘83) The
last stand.

Fam ily Andi Mack “The Girl Next
Door” Porn
love.

“Dun kirk” (‘17)
His toric res cue.

“Den of
Thieves” (‘18)
Gerard But ler.
$30 mil lion heist.
(R)

:30 Speech less Cool Kids Fam ily Coop & Cam

8 PM 20/20 In ves ti ga -
tive news. (HD)

Ha waii Five-0
(HD)

Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

The Black list
(HD)

Fam ily Ra ven

:30 Fam ily Ra ven (:50) “Tomb
Raider” (‘18)
Daugh ter’s mis -
sion.

“The Fate of
the Fu ri ous”
(‘17) Vin Die sel.
Dom in crime.9 PM Blue Bloods

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC
(HD)

Fam ily Coop & Cam

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
Oklahoma City
vs Port land
(Live) (HD)

Fam ily Andi Mack ALL ACCESS

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal “Star Wars: Ep -
i sode IV - A
New Hope”
(‘77)

Fam ily Coop & Cam aaa “Amer i -
can As sas sin”
(‘17) Ter ror at -
tacks.

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Lo cal (:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Ra ven (:50) “Ready
Player One”
(‘18)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Fam ily Bizaard (:10) “Mr. Right”

(‘16):30 Night line Corden Late Night Fam ily Bizaard

THURSDAY
7:00pm

FOX Gotham “Year Zero” Jim Gordon and
Bruce Wayne con front the spread of chaos
that has con sumed Gotham City; Selina Kyle
tries to fig ure out how to ac cept her un cer tain
fu ture. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
ABC The Last Days of JFK Jr. The life and
stress ors that John F. Ken nedy Jr. faced dur -
ing his fi nal days are ex plored, which fea tures
in ter views with some of his clos est friends.

FRIDAY
7:00pm

SHOW Den of Thieves aaa (2018, Ac tion)
Gerard But ler, Pablo Schreiber. An in fa mous,
elite bank rob bery crew tries to ex e cute the ul -
ti mate heist, go ing af ter $30 mil lion in cash
from the Los An geles di vi sion of the Fed eral
Re serve. R (HD)

8:00pm
FOX Hell’s Kitchen “Poor Trev” The chefs
pre pare to cook for a char ity din ner ser vice in
sup port of St. Jude Chil dren’s Re search Hos -
pi tal and Waterkeeper Al li ance fea tur ing Ital ian 
food. TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
HBO Super Troop ers 2 aaa (2018, Com -
edy) Jay Chandrasekhar, Paul Soter. For mer
Ver mont High way Pa trol of fi cers at tempt to re -
deem them selves by en forc ing the law in a Ca -
na dian town that is in the pro cess of be com ing 
an Amer i can one. R (HD)

7:05pm
USA Ju ras sic Park aaac (1993, Sci ence
Fic tion) Sam Neill, Laura Dern. A bil lion aire in -
vites sci en tists to in spect his is land park filled
with liv ing di no saurs, but the trip turns deadly
when the di no saurs es cape cap tiv ity. PG-13
TVPG (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY JANUARY 5, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Box ing (R) “Star Wars: VII”
(‘15)

“Lost World”
(‘97)

(5:00) “Movie” “Super Troop -
ers” (R)

“Alien: Cov e -
nant”

Shame less (HD)

:30 Sports

7 PM The Kids To Be An -
nounced

9-1-1 “Buck, Ac tu -
ally”

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) “Ju ras sic
Park” (‘93) Sam 
Neill. Liv ing di -
no saurs es cape
cap tiv ity.

“Movie” “Super Troop -
ers 2" (‘18) (R)
(HD)

“The New ton
Boys” (‘98)
Broth ers rob
banks.

Shame less (HD)

:30 The Kids Bang (HD)

8 PM Sin gle To Be An -
nounced

The Masked
Singer

Bang (HD) “Molly’s Game”
(‘17) Idris Elba.
High-stakes
poker. (HD)

:30 Sin gle Bang (HD) “Pa cific Rim:
Up ris ing” A
new Kaiju threat9 PM A. Baldwin (HD) 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) Coop & Cam (:05) “A Time to 
Kill” (‘96) San -
dra Bull ock. Ra -
cial mur der.

:30 Bang (HD) Coop & Cam

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Fron tal Fam ily Ra ven

:30 Sat. Night Live
Sketch com edy.

“Star Wars:
Force Awak -
ens”

Fam ily Andi Mack (:35) “Cop Out”
(‘10) Buddy
cops.

Es cape At
Dannemora
“Part 7"11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams NFL Primetime

(HD)
Fam ily Bizaard

:30 Fam ily Bizaard “Be guiled”

MONDAY JANUARY 7, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Champ. Fam Guy NCIS (HD) BUNK’D “Kissed” “Con spir acy”
(‘97)

“The
Rainmaker”:30 Pre Game Fam Guy Coop & Cam To night

7 PM The Bach e lor
Search for love.
(HD)

Bang (HD) The Res i dent
(HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent: The
Cham pi ons (HD)

2019 CFP Na -
tional Cham pi -
on ship from
Levi’s Sta dium
in Santa Clara,
Ca lif.

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Andi Mack aa “Cou ples
Re treat” (‘09)
Trou bled cou -
ples.

“War for the
Planet of the
Apes” (‘17)
Fight for Earth.

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 Happy Fam Guy Ra ven

8 PM Young 9-1-1 “Buck, Ac tu -
ally”

Fam Guy Coop & Cam aaac “Spot -
light” (‘15)
Abuse cover-up.
(HD)

:30 Neigh bor. Fam Guy Bizaard

9 PM Bull “Grey Ar eas”
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Man i fest (HD) Dad (HD) BUNK’D “Big Fish” (‘04,
Drama) Life in
tall tales. (HD):30 Dad (HD) BUNK’D “The In va sion”

Alien ep i demic.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Seinfeld Fam ily Ra ven (:10) Ray Don o -
van:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Post Game Seinfeld Fam ily Ra ven

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Brook lyn Fam ily Stuck Mid. “In ter sec tions”
(‘14)

“The Ring Two”
(‘05)

ALL ACCESS

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Brook lyn Fam ily Stuck Mid. “Blair” (R)

TUESDAY JANUARY 8, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bur gers Fam ily BUNK’D “Ready One” aaa “The Ital -
ian Job”

“Bull Dur ham”
(‘88) Base ball
groupie. (R)
(HD)

:30 Bur gers Fam ily Coop & Cam To night

7 PM Conners NCIS (HD) Le thal Weapon
(HD)

El len’s Game of
Games (HD)

Bang (HD) WWE
SmackDown
(HD)

Ra ven “Ice box” (‘18)
Boy seeks asy -
lum.

aaa “Work -
ing Girl” (‘88)
Sec re tary moves 
up.

:30 The Kids Bang (HD) Ra ven

8 PM black-ish FBI “Iden tity Cri -
sis”

The Gifted “me -
Mento”

Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) BUNK’D In side the NFL
(HD):30 Split ting Bang (HD) Bizaard “The Shape of

Wa ter” (‘17)
Strange bond.
(R)9 PM The Rookie (HD) NCIS: New Or -

leans
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) New Am ster -
dam

Bang (HD) “Lon don Has
Fallen” (‘16)
Agent must
save.

BUNK’D (:55) aa “View 
from the Top”
(‘03)

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan (HD) Ra ven In side the NFL
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Ra ven aac “Pa cific
Rim: Up ris ing”
(‘18)

(:25) “The New -
ton Boys” (‘98)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
New Girl Law & Or der:

SVU
Stuck Mid. “Snatch” (‘00)

(HD):30 Night line Corden Late Night New Girl Stuck Mid.

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 9, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Count down
(HD)

Bur gers “Lon don Has
Fallen” (‘16)
Agent must
save.

BUNK’D “Dark Hall” “The War rior’s
Way”

“Fri day Night
Lights” High
school foot ball:30 Bur gers Coop & Cam To night

7 PM Goldbergs Bang (HD) Gordon (HD) Chi cago Med
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Mil wau kee vs
Hous ton (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven ac “Sex and
the City 2" (‘10) 
An ex otic va ca -
tion. (R) (HD)

“Alien: Cov e -
nant” (‘17) Crew 
seeks sig nal.:30 Schooled Young Bang (HD) Ra ven

8 PM Fam ily (:01) SEAL Team
(HD)

The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) “Olym pus Has
Fallen” Miss ing
pres i dent. (R)

BUNK’D “Re mem ber the 
Ti tans” Coach -
ing foot ball.:30 Sin gle Bang (HD) Bizaard

9 PM Match Game
(HD)

Crim i nal Minds
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) BUNK’D “Galveston”
Hitman’s re -
venge.:30 NBA Bas ket ball

De troit vs Los
An geles (Live)
(HD)

Fron tal BUNK’D “Blockers” (‘18) 
Prom night pact.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fron tal “Olym pus Has

Fallen” Miss ing
pres i dent. (R)

Ra ven “He Got Game”
(‘98) A player
chooses. (HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

aaa “Fa ther
of the Bride”
(‘91)

Ra ven “RoboCop”
Cops cre ate cy -
borg.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Stuck Mid. “Jus tice

League”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Stuck Mid.

SUNDAY
7:00pm

NBC The 76th An nual Golden Globe
Awards Ac tors San dra Oh and Andy
Samberg host the 76th an nual awards cer e -
mony, where Golden Globe win ner Jeff
Bridges re ceives the 2019 Cecil B. DeMille
Award. (HD)

7:30pm
FOX Bob’s Bur gers “Lorenzo’s Oil? No,
Linda’s” Linda learns about the world of es -
sen tial oils from her new friend; Bob and
Teddy are de ceived into per form ing sev eral
un pleas ant fa vors for Mr. Huggins. TVPG (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

ABC The Bach e lor Af ter be ing sent home
from “The Bachelorette,” Colton Under wood
pre pares for an other chance at love as the star 
of the 23rd sea son of “The Bach e lor.” TVPG
(HD)

8:00pm
SHOW Spot light aaac (2015, Drama) Mark
Ruffalo, Mi chael Kea ton. A te na cious team of
re port ers from the Boston Globe in ves ti gates
re ports of sex ual abuse within the Cath o lic
Church and un cover a cover-up. R (HD)

8:00pm
FOX The Gifted “me Mento” Lauren’s in ter -
est in her an ces tors’ vi o lent pow ers makes
Reed con cerned; Lorna re thinks trust ing the
In ner Cir cle upon learn ing about Reeva’s new
train ees. TV14 (HD)

8:30pm
HBO The Shape of Wa ter aaa (2017, Fan -
tasy) Sally Hawkins, Mi chael Shan non. While
work ing in an iso lated, high se cu rity gov ern -
ment lab o ra tory, a lonely woman’s life is
changed for ever by the dis cov ery of a mys te ri -
ous ma rine creature. R (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
FOX Gordon Ramsay’s 24 Hours to Hell
and Back “Shanty on 19th” An iconic res tau -
rant in Al len town, Penn., Shanty on 19th, has
sur vived for four de cades un til is sues with res -
tau rant staff and its owner threaten its fu ture.
TV14 (HD)

7:31pm
ABC Schooled “Be Like Mike” A char ter
school’s teach ers and fac ulty, which in cludes
a new mu sic teacher, are fol lowed as they
serve as heroes to their stu dents. TVPG (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY JANUARY 6, 2019
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos (HD) 60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons Ar rival Spe cial
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

“Old School”
(‘03) (R)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Stuck Mid. “Super Troop ers 
2"

“Me, My self &
Irene”

“Molly’s Game”
(‘17)
High-stakes
poker. (HD)

:30 Bur gers Stuck Mid.

7 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

God Friended
Me

Simp sons The 76th An nual 
Golden Globe
Awards Jeff
Bridges. (HD)

NFL Primetime
(HD)

aaa “Step
Broth ers” (‘08)
Sib ling ri valry.
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

“Cinderella
Story: Shoe”
(‘16)

aac “Clash
of the Ti tans”
(‘10) Mon ster
killer.

“Ar i zona” (‘18)
Re alty dan gers.:30 Bur gers

8 PM Shark Tank (HD) NCIS: L. A. (HD) Fam Guy SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 Rel “Mom” Coop & Cam (:25) “The War -

rior’s Way”
(‘11)9 PM (:01) Shark Tank

(HD)
Madam Sec re -
tary

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

aaa “Old
School” (‘03)
Wacky fra ter nity.
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Coop & Cam “Down a Dark
Hall” (‘18) (HD)

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

“Fifty Shades
of Grey” Sex ual 
ex plo ra tion.

Ra ven (:05) “Cabin Fe -
ver” (‘03, Hor -
ror)

“The Bourne
Ul ti ma tum”
(‘07, Thriller)
(HD)

:30 Game Day Prime
(HD)

Andi Mack “Fist Fight”
Teacher chal -
lenged.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams “Step Broth ers”

(‘08)
Stuck Mid.

:30 Lo cal Stuck Mid. “Brüno”

2018: Musical presented at A-JCHS
“Emma! A Pop Musical” was presented in March at Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School. The musical was based on the Jane Austen novel, 
“Emma.” Performances were staged Friday, Saturday and Sunday, March 16-
18. On Thursday morning, March 15, the first act of the musical was presented 
to an audience of students from Anna School District No. 37. 

Walmart Foundation reports more 
than $36.9 million in contributions 

As part of their mission to 
use their strengths to make a 
difference, Walmart and the 
Walmart Foundation report 
they have donated more 
than $36.9 million in cash 
and in-kind contributions 
to non-profit organizations 
in Illinois during Fiscal 
Year 2018.

The donations support 
Illinois programs which 
are focused on workforce 
development, disaster pre-
paredness, healthy eating 
and hunger relief.

During FY2018 Walmart 
donated  19 .9  mi l l ion 
pounds of food to Illinois 
food banks and hunger 
relief organizations, which 
is the equivalent of 16.6 
million meals.

In addition, Walmart en-
courages associates to get 
involved with charitable 
organizations that matter 
to them, their families 
and the communities they 
serve.

Illinois Walmart asso-
ciates performed 28,757 
hours of volunteer ser-
vice in their communities 
throughout FY18.

“Helping people live 
better is about more than 
a customer’s experience 
in our stores, it’s about the 
impact we make in the com-
munities we serve,” said 
Walmart vice president and 
regional general manager 
Dale Murphy in a news 
release. 

“We’re dedicated to our 

neighbors and we’re proud 
to support so many great 
organizations across Il-
linois.”

 The Walmart Foundation 
supports organizations by 
awarding grants that  are 
designed to have a long-
lasting, positive impact on 
communities across the 
United States. 

In addition, Walmart U.S. 
stores, clubs and distribu-
tion centers award cash 
grants to support local non-
profits. 

The Walmart Founda-
tion also provides funds 
for equipment, trucks and 
logistical expertise to help 
non-profit organizations ex-
tend their reach and impact 
and help those in need.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Opportunities for ‘savings’
One of the things most people think about at the end of 

the year is the wide range of opportunities for “savings.”  
Items are continually going on sale and advertisements on 
radio and TV, as well in the newspapers are all competing 
for the largest savings bargains: 20 percent off, 40 percent 
off, 60 percent off, etc.  Of course, people love to save 
money and the volume of shopping  in this season goes 
up dramatically.

While this is all part and parcel to our holiday season, 
it does require a reflection on holidays such as Christmas 
and the nature of our society. Some time ago, far more 
people when reflecting on our society and our values were 
inclined to think of this holiday period as more of a time 
of “sharing” than of “saving.”

 We understand in both the world in which we live 
and within our own society that financial resources and 
opportunities are not equally distributed.  In what is argu-
ably the richest country on earth, we all understand that 
wealth is not equally distributed. Many of us are richly 
gifted and should be grateful for what we have. However, 
even in America there are those whose needs far exceed 
their resources.

If we wish our actions to reflect what many of us claim 
to be our beliefs, perhaps in the spirit of the holidays we 
should think of ways in which our efforts are concentrated 
on both “sharing” as well as “savings.”  

Most of us know those with greater needs and have the 
ability to share some portion of the money that we set 
aside for gifts or new clothes with those who are unable 
to do so from their own limited resources.

In many ways the ability to share with those most in 
need provides even more satisfaction than in simply add-
ing to the bounty of those who are already more financially 
blessed.

Of course, none of us wants to ignore our own families, 
but consider setting aside a portion of your holiday spend-
ing for those truly in need and you may discover that the 
joy of sharing may be as great as in saving and spending 
only on our own needs.

Time of significant change
While our nation is always in a state of change as birth 

rates have varied for economic and other factors and 
health advances have extended lifespans, our nation may 
now be in a process of significant change that is less well 
understood with large implications.

It has been noted that the rate of population growth in 
the United States for 2017 was at the lowest rate reported 
since 1937 in the Great Depression. 

As our population ages, death rates have increased and 
birth rates have not. To some extent this has been offset 
by a relatively high inflow of immigrants. Obviously in 
the early years of the founding of our country, immigrants 
were a primary source of population growth, but in more 
recent years our domestic prosperity and greatly improved 
health care have explained our growth.  

However, as American birth rates have begun to decline, 
the shift in population growth to immigrants has again 
become the dominant factor.

Increasingly, this will have implications throughout our 
society. For instance, young people arriving with their 
families from developing countries will be less likely to 
speak English and our school systems will have to adapt 
to offering education in Spanish, or other languages.  

The service sector may no longer be able to assume 
that the vast majority of those living here can have their 
needs met through the English language.  

Since the rapid increase in transportation means assures 
that immigration flows that previously took decades will 
now take place in only a few years Since those born in the 
United States have been generally provided better health 
care than those born abroad, special programs may be 
needed to close that gap as quickly as possible.

As in the early days of our nation, we know we can 
meet those needs, but the increasing diversity of our nation 
means that preparation should begin early and intensively 
to assure the smoothest possible transition.  

As our history has shown diversity in population can 
be a source of strength, but knowing these changes are 
coming can give us the time to prepare and avoid problems 
that would otherwise arise.

If the change is one we most likely cannot avoid, the 
wise course is to embrace it and continue to draw upon 
the strengths that new populations coming to our country 
have provided since our founding.

***
(John Reppert is an Anna native and former editor of 

The Gazette-Democrat. He served in the U.S. Army, rising 
from the rank of private to brigadier general. He earned a 
PhD in international relations and taught at the University 
of Maryland. He also served as the executive director of 
research at Harvard University’s Belfer Center. He can be 
contacted by email at reppertjc@aol.com.)

Issues in the news and
their impact at home

This image of the rocky bluffs along the Quetil Trail in Alto Pass was captured during a walk on the first 
full day of winter.

A walk along the bluffs on first full day of winter...

Water was dripping from icicles which were spotted 
in the rocks along the trail.

So...this was being written on Thursday...because 
Thursday is Friday...or Monday...because Tuesday, 
January 1, is a holiday...which makes it necessary to have 
Monday on Thursday...unless the folks who print the paper 
want Friday to be Monday...

...with all of that being said, I hope you had a great 
Christmas.

Your writer’s holiday season was a little bit “rocky,” 
which, for the most part was a pretty good thing. The 
Other Half and yours truly did have one little, unantici-
pated bump in the road on the journey through the holiday 
season. Such things happen.

“Rocky” sorts of things, none of which involved a 
flying squirrel or moose, also were part of December in 
your writer’s life. 

In mid-December, yours truly motored to Giant City 
State Park to attend a program which focused on the park’s 
geology...specifically, the geology of the impressive rock 
“streets” which can be seen at the park. 

The presentation featured such things as joint forma-
tion and fracturing, alcove sapping, gravity, rock creep 
and time...all of which are part of the story of the park’s 
geology.

Such things came to mind when yours truly decided 
to take a walk along the Quetil Trail in Alto Pass on the 
first full day of winter. The day was sunny and fairly mild 
for December in Southern Illinois, which was much nicer 
than the cold and snow flurries which I wandered through 
on my last stroll along the trail.

I’ve probably shared this with you folks in the past, 
but a sign along trail highlights information about “The 
Sandstone Bluff Community” which can be seen along 
the trail.

“This place you are standing was once under water,” 
the sign shares. “A large river covered this area about 300 
million years ago. Similar to the way the Mississippi River 
deposits sand along its banks, this ancient river deposited 
the sand that makes up the bluff behind you. This particular 
sandstone is called Battery Rock Sandstone, named for 
the massive bluff along the Ohio River in Hardin County 
where the sandstone was first discovered.

“Wind and water have eroded away the less resistant 
rock, leaving the sandstone bluff behind. This bluff is still 
being shaped by water. Rainwater seeps into the cracks of 
the rock and loosens the grains of sand. As the crevices 
get larger parts of the rock eventually break off.” Such 
weather also occurs at Giant City State Park, which makes 
for a bit of a connection. I think.

One other “rocky” connection was part of the holidays. 
This one involved a rather heavy, gift-wrapped package. 
Turned out the package was for yours truly. Inside the 
package were two rocks. Yup. Even got some rocks for 
Christmas.

These were not your “ordinary” rocks, though. They 
were a couple of pretty nice fossils, which, as I understood 
it, were discovered somewhere east of here. Bottom line, 
though, the rocks were special gifts. Treasures, to be sure. 

I’m hoping you received a treasure, or two, for Christ-
mas. Maybe your treasure was just being able to spend 
some time with the folks who mean the most to you. Along 
with some nifty rocks, we received that special gift, too.

It was kind of hard to tell if the “1936” and the name “Carroll Lamb” seen etched in the sandstone were 
connected. Wonder who Carroll Lamb was... 

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, January 2, 1969

Voters of School District 81 will decide the fate of the 
Anna-Jonesboro High School Building Program Saturday, 
January 4. They will be voting on a Bond Referendum 
to update facilities at the school. A similar referendum 
was defeated by a margin of almost 3 to 1 on November 
2, 1968.

Approximately 200 persons gathered at the American 
Legion Community Center in Anna Saturday to hear Con-
gressman Kenneth Gray, keynote speaker at the annual 
Woodrow Wilson Memorial Dinner.

The Cobden American Legion Auxiliary Unit is again 
getting ready to send packages to our Servicemen in Viet 
Nam.
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