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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Frozen precipitation was 
a common sight on wind-
shields on Dec. 31. With 
freezing rain in the fore-
cast, the National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
issued a winter weather 
advisory for parts of South-
east Missouri and Southern 
Illinois, including Union 
County, from 9 p.m. Dec. 
31 to 9 a.m. Friday, Jan. 1.

***
The Union County Sher-

iff’s Office reported that 
the New Year’s holiday 
was quiet.

***
WIBH Radio in Anna 

is anticipating delivery of 
more than 500 coats for 
the New Coats, New Hope 
Campaign Thursday, today, 
in Anna.

***
Cobden American Le-

gion Post No. 259 has made 
a major donation which will 
support expansion of the 
popular disc golf course 
at the Cobden Community 
Park. More on this to come.

***

The familiar white head 
could be seen when a bald 
eagle was spotted recently 
along a Union County high-
way.

(continued on page 2)

Southern Seven offers COVID-19 vaccine registry
Southern Seven Health 

Department is inviting any-
one in the counties it serves 
who is interested in getting 
a COVID-19 vaccine to 
add their name to a vaccine 
registry.

The health department 
serves Union, Alexander, 
Hardin, Johnson, Massac, 
Pope and Pulaski counties 
in Southern Illinois.

A link to the COVID-19 
Vaccine Registry online 
contact list has been posted 
on the health department’s 
Facebook page and on its  
website at www.southern7.
org. 

The survey can also 

be visited directly with 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n k : 
h t t p s : / / f o r m . j o t f o r m .
com/203635536921153. 

“We have started to see 
a sizeable increase in the 
amount of calls coming into 
the health department with 
people wondering when 
they might be able to get a 
COVID-19 vaccine,” said 
Nathan Ryder in a news 
release.

Ryder is outreach coor-
dinator for Southern Seven 
Health Department’s con-
tact tracing program. 

“We have elderly folks 
who are concerned they 
might get skipped when it 

comes time for them to get 
a vaccine,” Ryder said.

“We also have a lot of 
people who may not have 
access to the internet or 
traditional news media.”

“It’s important to note 
that this is not a reservation 
form, a vaccination ap-
pointment or a ‘wait list’,” 
said Ryder. 

“It is simply a way for 
us to maintain a list of con-
tacts so we can keep people 
notified of the different vac-
cination phases as we move 
through them. 

“We will also continue to 
update vaccination opportu-
nities on our social media 

channels like Facebook and 
Twitter, in addition to our 
print, radio and TV news 
outlets in the region.”

At the end of December, 
based on guidance from Il-
linois Department of Public 
Health, IDPH, Southern 
Seven Health Department 
expects to receive a weekly 
shipment of vaccine. 

The vaccines will be dis-
tributed throughout the sev-
en counties based on guid-
ance from IDPH and the 
Centers for Disease Control 
& Prevention, CDC.

Currently, COVID-19 
vaccinations are being pro-
vided to frontline health-

care workers and residents 
of long-term care facili-
ties under Phase 1A of the 
CDC’s COVID-19 vaccina-
tion program.  

Phase 1 is characterized 
by having access to a lim-
ited amount of COVID-19 
vaccine. 

“It is anticipated we will 
be in Phase 1 until the end 
of January,” Ryder stated.

For questions regard-
ing COVID-19, contact 
Southern Seven Health 
Department at 618-634-
2297 or visit the department 
on Facebook and online at 
www.southern7.org. 

Grinch in December snow
The Grinch’s feet might have been getting cold 

after light snow fell on Dec. 16 in the Union County 
area. The Grinch was featured in a Gumdrop Drive 
display at the Anna City Park.

Weather
Taking a look back at week, month of December, 
year of 2020 highlights in Union County area

 Ice pellets and a trace of 
snow highlighted weather 
in the Union County area 
as 2020 came to an end and 
2021 started.

The ice pellets were re-
corded on Dec. 30, when 
precipitation totalled 1.12 
inches. A trace of snow was 
recorded on Jan. 2. On Jan. 
3, .01 of an inch of precipi-
tation was recorded.

Temperatures during the 
period of Dec. 29 through 
Jan. 4 ranged from a high 
of 52 to a low of 25.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Dec. 29        43 25
Wednesday, Dec. 30   51 33
Thursday, Dec. 31      34 29
Friday, Jan. 1, 2021    49 32
Saturday, Jan. 2          38 34
Sunday, Jan. 3             43 26
Monday, Jan. 4           52 25

December Weather
The high temperature 

for the month of December 
was 66 degrees, which was 
recorded on Dec. 10. The 
average high for the month 
was 48.

The low for the month 
was 13, which was recorded 
on Dec. 25. The average 
low was 27.

Precipitation for the 
month totalled 2.42 inches 
of rain. The most rain in 
a 24-hour period totalled 
1.12 inches, measured on 
Dec. 30.

Snow was recorded on 
Dec. 16, with 1 1/2 inches 

on the ground.
2020 Weather High-

lights
A look back at weather 

for 2020 showed that the 
high temperature was 94 
degrees, which was record-
ed on July 17 and July 19.

The low reading for 2020 
was 9, which was recorded 
on Feb. 14.

Precipitation for the year 
totalled 57.44 inches. The 
average for the year in the 
area is around 45 inches.

Monthly precipitation 

totals for 2020 follow:
January, 7.25 inches. 

February, 4.66 inches. 
April, 2.23 inches, May, 
4.04 inches. June, 9.66 
inches.

July 6.91 inches. August, 
3.83 inches. September, 
2.62. October, 5.68 inches. 
November, 2.32 inches. 
December, 2.40 inches.

The only measurable 
snow which was recorded 
during 2020 fell on Dec. 16, 
with 1 1/2 inches recorded 
in the Union County area.

Total of 1,711 COVID-19 
cases in Union County

With the latest updates 
f rom Southern Seven 
Health Department, statis-
tics show that more than 10 
percent of Union County’s 
population has tested posi-
tive for coronavirus/CO-
VID-19 since the pandemic 
began early in 2020.

As of Jan. 4, a total of 
1,711 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 had been re-
ported in the county.

The U.S. Census Bureau 
reports that Union County 
had an estimated population 
of 16,653 people, as of July 
1, 2019.

Southern Seven Health 
Department reported a cu-
mulative total of 5,001 
confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19 in its service area 
as of Jan. 4.

The health department 
serves Union, Alexander, 
Hardin, Johnson, Massac, 
Pope and Pulaski counties.

As of Jan. 4, the health 
department reported the 

following statistics for the 
seven area counties it serves 
(for the period of Jan. 1-4):

145 newly confirmed 
cases. 57 newly recovered 
cases. 1,359 total active 
cases. 76 total deaths. 5,001 
cumulative total cases.

The health department 
reported 54 newly con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Union County on Jan. 4.

The health department 
reported the following 
number of newly confirmed 
cases in the county, by age:

Four under 5. Four un-
der 10. Five in their teens. 
Seven in their 20s. Eight 
in their 30s. Eight in their 
40s. 10 in their 50s. Three 
in their 60s. Four in their 
70s. One 80-plus.

Total COVID-19 statis-
tics for Union County since 
the start of the pandemic, as 
of Jan. 4, follow:

1,711 cases. 1,100 recov-
ered. 586 active cases. 25 
deaths had been reported.

10 biggest weather events of 2020 remembered

Heavy rain
Heavy rain fell when a storm system swept 

through the region on Jan. 10-11, 2020. Water in a 
swollen creek rushed over a ford on the road to the 
Pine Hills Campground near Wolf Lake on Jan. 11.

Tornado damage
January 2020 storms caused damage across 

parts of Southern Illinois and Southeast Missouri. 
The National Weather Service confirmed reports 
of tornadoes touching down and causing damage 
in a number of places across the region, including 
in Ware. High winds from an EF-1 tornado in Ware 
toppled a tree on to the roof of a house. Photo by 
Benjamin Marxer.

The year 2020 featured 
several severe weather 
events across the region, the 
National Weather Service 
office in Paducah reported.

The weather service post-
ed a listing of the 10 biggest 
weather events of 2020 on 
its website.

The first significant event 
occurred during the early 
morning hours of Jan. 11 
with 12 tornadoes, includ-
ing an EF-2 twister in Cape 
Girardeau County.

An event on March 28 
featured two EF-2 torna-
does hitting the Henderson, 
Ky., and Newburgh, Ind., 
areas. 

Large hail occurred with 
several events, with up to 
baseball sized hail being 
observed near Poplar Bluff, 
Mo., on March 12. 

(continued on page 2)

Vaccines made available 
at state’s veterans homes

The Illinois Department 
of Veterans Affairs, IDVA, 
on Dec. 31 announced that 
all residents and employees 
of the state’s veterans home 
have had the COVID-19 
vaccine made available to 
them. 

The state operates four 
veterans homes, with fa-
cilities in Anna, Manteno, 
Quincy and LaSalle.

The first dose of either 
the Pfizer or Moderna vac-
cine was administered last 
week to all residents and 
staff who opted to receive 
it. 

The second dose will be 
administered at the homes 
in three weeks, with vac-
cine continuing to be made 
available to those who have 
not yet opted to receive it.

Among adults, the risk 
for severe illness and death 
from COVID-19 increases 
with age, with older adults 
considered to be at the high-
est risk. 

Accordingly, Gov. JB 
Pritzker and the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health, 
IDPH, said they have prior-
itized the veterans’ homes,

(continued on page 2)
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"The Preaching Pen"
Lessons From Winter

I always find it funny when someone complains about 
the heat in the middle of Summer and the cold in the 

middle of Winter. My reaction is usually to think, “Well, it’s 
that time of year. What’d you expect?”         

Cold winter weather can remind us of a few things. 
1. Winter reminds us that God always keeps His promises. 

God said in Genesis 8:22, “While the earth remaineth, 
seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and day and night shall not cease.” The change of 
seasons is proof of God’s faithfulness to His word. If you’re 
one of those who would exclaim, “It’s hot!” during July or 
August, just wait a few months and it’ll be time for a heavy 
coat. When you’re tired of that, take heart, for cooler weather 
is just around the corner! God has never failed to keep a 
promise. Consider that in light of the resurrection, eternal 
life, and Heaven. He will keep every promise (II Peter 3:9)! 

2. Winter reminds us that life is cyclical. A passage I often 
think of when the New Year comes around is Ecclesiastes 
3. In verses 1-2, & 11, the Bible says, “To everything 
there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven: 
A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And 
a time to pluck what is planted...He has made everything 
beautiful in its time.” There is a time for everything. Without 
the greening of the leaves in summer, there would be no 
colorful Fall. Without the cold of winter, there would be an 
overabundance of insect life in the Spring. “To everything, 
there is a season…” 

3. Winter reminds us we must “die” in order to live. 
Winter is the season when many plants die, but are reborn 
in the Spring.  

Spiritually speaking, we must die to sin (Rom. 6:2). We 
must mortify the deeds of the body in order to live (Rom. 
8:13). When we die to self and sin, then and only then are 
we able to live unto Christ. Romans 6:4, “Therefore we were 
buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life.” The Bible 
makes it clear that we haven’t truly begun to live until we’ve 
died: died to sin & Satan.  

Enjoy the Winter season, for it’s part of God’s Creation, 
and also, come study with us at the Anna church of Christ 

at 104 Nile St. We love to have visitors and wish you 
a great day! 

R.W. McAlister, Minister 
Anna church of Christ 4G

News Notes
(continued from page 1)

Christmas break was set 
to end Jan. 5 in the Cobden 
School District. Thursday, 
today, and Friday are sched-
uled to be remote learning 
days for students. Remote/
in-person learning is set to 
resume on Jan. 11.

***
Cobden High School 

Family and Consumer Sci-
ence Club members col-
lected toys and donated 
them to Toys for Tots in 
December.

***
Also in December, the 

Cobden FFA donated items 
to the Union County animal 
control shelter. The items 
were donated by Cobden 
students and FFA members. 

***
Remote and in-person 

learning are planned as the 
Christmas break comes 

to an end in the Dongola 
School District.

***
The Dongola School Dis-

trict presented a virtual 
Christmas concert and art 
show in December.

***
T & I Office Equipment 

in Anna has merged with 
Donnellon McCarthy En-
terprises of Cincinnati, 
Ohio.

***
Illinois Attorney General 

Kwame Raoul is urging 
the public to be on alert for 
scams related to the distri-
bution of the COVID-19 
vaccine.

***
University of Illinois Ex-

tension plans to offer hybrid 
Master Gardener training, 
starting on Feb. 16.

***
This just in from that 

highly reliable news source, 
The Onion: “Cautious Cal-
endar Makers Rolling Out 
2021 Editions One Month 
At A Time.”

***
As we begin a new year, 

the editor again thanks 
Dana Cross for sharing 
information about Union 
County weather with the 
local newspaper.

2020 weather events
(continued from page 1)

The year will also be 
remembered for a lack of 
snow and abnormal warmth 
during the winter season. 

Paducah finished with a 
trace of snow for the win-
ter, which tied for the least 
snowy winter on record. 

Jan. 11-12 Tornadoes, 
Severe Thunderstorms, 
Flooding

An unseasonably strong 
storm system by January 
standards impacted the re-
gion Jan. 10-11, 2020. 

Heavy rainfall, flooding, 
damaging winds, tornadoes, 
and gusty non-thunder-
storm winds impacted the 
region during this time. 

The bulk of the event 
occurred overnight and 
into the morning hours on 
the 11th. 

Rainfall totals ranged 
from 2 to 5 inches, which 
resulted in widespread areal 
flooding and flash flooding 
across the region. 

Damage surveys revealed 
12 tornadoes occurred, with 
the majority occurring in 
Western Kentucky. 

Most were rated EF-1, 
but there was one EF-2 
that touched down in the 
Jackson, MO area.

An EF-1 tornado was 
reported in Ware. No deaths 
or injuries were reported. 

The tornado lasted from 
2:02 a.m. to 2:03 a.m. on 
Jan. 11. The twister had es-
timated peak winds of 100 
mph, a path length of 0.9 
of a mile and a maximum 
width of 50 yards. 

The weather service re-
ported that the tornado in 
Ware snapped large branch-
es on trees, overturned and 
destroyed a large open stor-
age shed, snapped and up-
rooted numerous trees and 
blew the roofs off of several 
structures.

Winter 2019-2020 Sea-
son Summary, Dec. 1 
Through Feb. 29

Temperatures averaged 
around 4 to 5 degrees 
above normal, ranking as 
the fourth warmest win-
ter on record in Cape Gi-
rardeau and sixth warmest 
in Paducah. Every month 
of the winter finished above 
normal. 

The warmest months, 
when compared to normal, 
were December and Janu-
ary, both finishing 5 to 6 
degrees above normal. 

February brought some 
of the coldest temperatures 
of the winter, but the re-
gion still managed to finish 
around 1 to 2 degrees above 
normal. 

Paducah observed 51 
days with high tempera-
tures at or above 50 de-
grees, which was the third 
most for a winter season on 
record. 

The record for 50-plus 
degree days in a winter was 
set back in 1949-1950, with 
58 days.

Paducah also only ob-
served three days when the 
high temperature remained 
below 32 degrees and 14 
days with sub-40 degree 
high temperatures. 

For comparison an aver-
age number for a winter 
season is 11 days with sub-
freezing high temperatures 
and 29 days with sub 40 
degree high temperatures.

The winter season fin-
ished wetter than normal. 
It started out drier than 
normal in many areas in 
December, but reverted 
back to the wetter pattern in 
January and February. Both 
of those months finished in 
the top 10 wettest on record 
in Paducah. 

Although, the region ex-
perienced a wet winter, 
nearly all of the precipita-
tion that occurred was in 
the form of rain. 

Paducah finished with 
no measurable snow for 
the entire winter season 
(from December through 
February). 

Paducah tied a record 
with trace of snow, also 
set back in the winters of 
1991-1992, 1956-1957, and 
1952-1953.

Summary of March 
2, 2020, Severe Weather 
Event

Severe thunderstorms 
moved across the region 
on the evening of March 2. 

A long-track supercell 
thunderstorm produced ac-
cumulating hail in Ballard 
and McCracken counties 
in Western Kentucky,  large 
hail up to golf ball size near 
Paducah and an EF-1 tor-
nado just south of Crofton, 
Ky., in Christian County. 

Other severe thunder-
storms produced wind dam-
age and large hail in South-
east Missouri.

Overview of March 12, 
2020, Severe Weather 
Event

Two episodes of severe 
weather occurred on March 
12. 

A cluster of severe thun-
derstorms formed around 
midday in Southern Illinois, 
then moved southeast along 
a warm front across the 
Pennyrile region of Western 
Kentucky. 

During the late after-
noon, a supercell thun-
derstorm formed over the 
Ozark foothills of Southeast 
Missouri and tracked across 
the Poplar Bluff area.

Overview of March 28 
Severe Storms

Numerous thunderstorms 
formed ahead of a cold front 
during the late afternoon. 
Some supercells and bow-
ing line segments were 
embedded within the large 
area of convection through 
the evening hours. 

A few transient low-level 
circulations were observed 
in the supercells, which 
exhibited stronger and more 
sustained rotation in the 
mid levels of the atmo-
sphere. The bowing line 
segments produced isolated 
wind damage.

Summary of April 8 
Severe Weather Event; 
Very Large Hail

Severe thunderstorms 
occurred during the late af-
ternoon and evening hours 
as a strong cold front moved 
into the area. 

Surface low pressure 
moved across Central Il-
linois during the late after-
noon hours, with the region 
well into the system’s warm 
sector. 

High temperatures soared 
into the mid-80s in many 
locations, which helped to 
prime the atmosphere for 
severe thunderstorm devel-
opment. 

Discrete storms formed 
over Southeast Missouri 
and far southwest Illinois 
initially around 5 p.m. and 
quickly became severe. 
These storms continued to 
push east/southeastward 
into the evening hours. 

As a cold front ap-
proached from the north-
west, a line of storms 
moved into the I-64 corri-
dor but seemed to lose their 
intensity as they progressed 
across the Wabash Valley 
and Evansville Tri-State 
region. 

Very few wind damage 
reports were reported dur-
ing this event. 

There was some wind 
damage associated with 
storms in Perry County, 
Mo., and Jackson County 
in Southern Illinois.

The highest observed 
wind gust from any observ-
ing station in the area was 
63 miles per hour at the 
Todd County, Ky., Mesonet 
station near Trenton. 

Large hail was common 
with many of the storms 
during this event. 

The largest hail observed 
was 2.25 inches in the 
Sikeston, Mo., area. Golf 
ball sized hail was reported 
in Wayne and Bollinger 
counties in Southeast Mis-
souri.

Summary of Severe 
Thunderstorms on May 
3, 2020

A thunderstorm complex 
in the form of a bow echo 
traversed across portions 
of Southeast Missouri into 
southern areas of Western 
Kentucky during the after-
noon hours on May 3. 

The bow echo produced 
an EF-1 tornado that caused 
damage in Marston, Mo., in 
New Madrid County. 

Widespread straight line 
wind damage was also ob-
served with these storms 
from Van Buren, Doniphan 
and Poplar Bluff in South-
east Missouri and eastward 
into the Mayfield, Murray 

and Fulton areas of Western 
Kentucky. 

Summary of Severe 
Thunderstorms on May 
4, 2020

Thunderstorm clusters 
moved east/southeastward 
across Southeast Missouri 
during the afternoon hours 
on May 4, entering Carter 
and Ripley counties around 
3 p.m. and exiting into 
northwest Tennessee by 6 
p.m. 

Several areas received 
extensive wind damage 
from these storms, includ-
ing Carter, Ripley, Butler 
and New Madrid counties. 

Damage surveys con-
firmed an EF-0 tornado 
occurred south of Grandin, 
Mo., in Carter County. 

Two macrobursts also 
occurred with this event, 
one south of the Grandin, 
Mo., tornado in portions of 
Carter and Ripley counties 
and the other in the Gideon, 
Mo., area of New Madrid 
County. 

The highest winds were 
associated with the Gideon, 
Mo., macroburst with peak 
winds estimated at 110 
mph. 

Flash flooding also oc-
curred due to repeated 
thunderstorm activity over 
Carter and Ripley Counties.

Overview of June 28 
Flash Flooding 

A series of thunderstorm 
complexes during the night 
of June 27 into the 28th 
produced significant flash 
flooding. 

A small swath of rainfall 
amounts of 4 to 8 inches 
occurred over portions of 
northwest Kentucky, just 
south of the cities of Ow-
ensboro and Henderson. 

Summer Summary
Temperatures averaged 

slightly above normal by 
around 0.5 of a degree to 
1 degree. 

The warmest month com-
pared to normal was July, 
with temperatures over 2 
degrees above normal. June 
was slightly above normal. 

The pattern flipped in 
August and ended up finish-
ing slightly below normal.

It seems like the region 
was on constant repeat 
cycle with the wetter than 
normal conditions, and 
summer 2020 was no dif-
ferent. 

Most areas picked up 
between 12 and 20 inches 
of rain, with some local-
ized higher amounts over 
20 inches. 

(continued from page 1)
along with other long-term 
care facilities and health 
care providers in the first 
round of the state’s vaccina-
tion plan.

As of Dec. 31, 794 resi-
dents and staff had received 
a combination of both the 
Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines. 

The county health depart-
ments in each of the homes’ 
respective areas delivered 
the vaccine to the homes. 

Until the COVID-19 pan-
demic is controlled, staff 
and residents who receive 
the vaccine will continue 
following IDPH guidance 
to limit the spread of this 
virus.

Staff and residents who 
have not opted to receive 
their first dose will continue 
to have the vaccine made 
available to them, along 
with education and direct 

outreach encouraging all 
who are eligible to opt in to 
receive the vaccine. 

Following the initial vac-
cine program, 74 percent 
of residents in the homes 
had been vaccinated and 
40 percent of the staff had 
received the vaccine. 

A breakdown of percent-
ages of staff and residents 
at each of the homes who 
had received the vaccine 
follows, as reported by state 
officials:

Illinois Veterans’ Home 
in Anna: 95 percent of resi-
dents, 32 percent of staff. 

Illinois Veterans Home 
in Manteno: 90 percent of 
residents, 18 percent of 
staff.

Illinois Veterans Home in 
Quincy: 90 percent of resi-
dents, 42 percent of staff.

Illinois Veterans Home in 
LaSalle: 71 percent of resi-
dents, 28 percent of staff.

Veterans homes

The
Gazette-

Democrat
Serving

Union County
since 1849
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Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546
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Start your new year off right by 
opening a new savings account with us!

Stop by and see us today.

Do you want to save more money in 2021?

4-7G

Pastor's Corner
by Pastor Don Cox

We are not under the authority of 
Godless men, we ARE under the au-
thority of God - OVER godless men!

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
4G

House fire
claims life
of Anna man

A residential fire last 
week claimed the life of an 
Anna man.

The victim was identi-
fied as Gary L. Townzen 
Sr., 74. The Union County 
coroner’s office reported 
that Mr. Townzen was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

The fire occurred early 
Wednesday, Dec. 30, at a 
residence at 109 Douglas 
St. in Anna. Mr. Townzen 
lived at the residence.

Anna Fire Department 
Chief Mike Dammerman 
said the blaze was reported 
at about 2:50 a.m. on Dec. 
30.

The Anna Fire Depart-
ment and the Jonesboro Fire 
Department responded to 
the call. Dammerman said 
that firefighters were at the 
scene until about 11:30 a.m.

The residence sustained 
significant damage in the 
fire.

The cause of the fire was 
being investigated by the 
Illinois State Fire Marshal’s 
office and the Illinois State 
Police. 

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna is 
handling arrangements for 
Mr. Townzen.

February 2020: Snow falling in Union County
Snow was falling in the Union County area, including in Cobden, early Wednesday morning, Feb. 26. 

Very little accumulation was seen.

Pandemic leaves millions struggling with basic needs
Families require an im-

mediate policy response 
to meet the needs of chil-
dren during the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has left 
millions struggling with 
finances, school, work and 
mental health, according to 
a new policy report from 
the Annie E. Casey Foun-
dation, a decades-long ad-
vocate for young people in 
America. 

In “Kids, Families and 
COVID-19: Pandemic Pain 
Points and the Urgent Need 
to Respond,” a 50-state 
report, data show children 
and families are suffering 
from the unprecedented 
disruption and economic 
storm set off by the global 
health crisis.

In assessing food securi-
ty, the ability to make rent 
or mortgage payments, 
health insurance status and 
mental health concerns, the 
foundation identified four 
pain points for children 
and families that require 
immediate action for relief 
and an opportunity to build 

a more equitable future. 
Key findings include:

One in seven families 
with children (14 percent) 
said that in the most recent 
week, there was sometimes 
or always not enough to eat 
in their household.

The figures were 23 per-
cent for Black households 
with children, 23 percent 
for those of two or more 
races or another race and 19 
percent for Latinos, com-
pared to white (10 percent) 
and Asian households.

Nearly one in five house-
holds with kids (18 percent) 
said they had only slight 
confidence or no confidence 
at all that they would be 
able to make their next 
rent or mortgage payment 
on time.

One in eight families 
with children (12 percent) 
lack health insurance, a fig-
ure which has been worsen-
ing over the past four years. 

More than a third of peo-
ple with children in the 
household (34 percent) re-
ported that they had delayed 

getting medical care in the 
previous month.

A fifth of respondents 
with children in their house-
holds (21 percent) reported 
that they had felt down, 
depressed or hopeless in the 
previous week, indicating a 
widespread need for access 
to mental health care.

“America’s children are 
in crisis,” said Annie E. 
Casey Foundation president 
and CEO Lisa Hamilton in 
a news release. 

“All across the country, 
families with children are 
struggling to overcome an 
unprecedented convergence 
of emergencies. We need 
immediate and decisive 
action from policymakers 
that prioritizes equitable 
solutions to help families 
survive this catastrophe.”

National data indicate 
that trying to educate chil-
dren remotely while parents 
need to work is taking an 
enormous toll on families. 

Nearly half of the adult 
respondents (49 percent) 
indicated that they felt they 

were not equipped to help 
their children with school-
work, and 32 percent re-
ported lacking adequate 
broadband internet and 
online learning tools. 

More than three in 10 
respondents with children 
said they are less likely 
to return to work due to 
the lack of child care (32 
percent).

“Our federal, state and 
local decision makers need 
to mount a response to 
COVID-19 that enables 
America’s children and 
families to weather this 
crisis and yields more equi-
table outcomes,” said Leslie 
Boissiere, vice president of 
external affairs at the Casey 
Foundation. 

“The Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act, which 
earlier this year provided an 
unprecedented $1.8 trillion 
in support to families, busi-
nesses and state, local and 
tribal governments, is proof 
our leaders can intervene to 
reach families and children 
in pain.”

The foundation urges 
policymakers and child ad-
vocates to unite across dif-
ferences and put COVID-19 
response at the top of 2021 
agendas to make sure chil-
dren have what they need to 
survive and thrive.

Statewide COVID-19 
hospitalizations 
continue to drop

By Sarah Mansur
Capitol News Illinois

smansur@capitol-
newsillinois.com 

SPRINGFIELD – The 
state’s COVID-19 hospi-
talizations and average case 
positivity rate remain below 
second-wave highs while 
public health officials in 
Illinois continue to caution 
residents that a post-holiday 
surge could materialize.

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health reported 
5,059 new and probable 
cases of COVID-19 on 
Monday, with an average 
of 5,900 of new cases daily 
from Dec. 31 to Sunday.

Those case figures are 
significantly lower than the 
second wave peak of 15,415 
cases on Nov. 13 – which 
was the highest number of 
daily new cases reported 
since the pandemic began.

The latest numbers bring 
the statewide totals since 
the pandemic began to 
984,880 confirmed and 
probable cases and 16,834 
fatalities. Those fatalities 
included 477 individuals 
who died since Thursday 
afternoon. 

Hospitalization rates 
continued to fall for the 
sixth straight week. 

From Dec. 28 through 
Jan. 3, the daily average 
hospitalization count from 
COVID-19 stood at 4,099, 
down 7 percent from the 
week before, and down 33 
percent, or 2,029, from the 
period ending Nov. 23. 

At the end of Sunday, 
there were 3,948 peo-
ple  hospi ta l ized with 
COVID-19 in Illinois, an 
increase of 131 from the 
day prior.

The statewide seven-day 
rolling average positivi-
ty rate has ticked upward 
slightly, increasing for the 
eighth straight day. 

The average positivity 
rate increased above 8 per-
cent on Jan. 1 after falling 
below that figure for 11 
straight days. 

The statewide seven-day 
rolling average positivity 
rate currently sits at 8.6 
percent, an increase of two 
tenths of a percent from the 
prior day. 

There were 816 inten-
sive care beds in use by 
COVID-19 patients as of 

Sunday, an increase of 18 
from the day prior. 

That left 25.9 percent of 
ICU beds open statewide, 
while the seven-day aver-
age for ICU bed usage stood 
at 833. 

That was a decrease of 
9.9 percent, or 92, from the 
prior seven-day period. It’s 
the fifth consecutive week 
that the average decreased.

COVID-19 patients oc-
cupied 471 ventilators as of 
Sunday, an increase of five 
from the day prior. 

The seven-day average 
for ventilator use stood at 
479 as of Sunday, a de-
crease of 43, or 8.3 per-
cent, from the previous 
seven-day period.

Illinois Department of 
Public Health director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike said in an in-
terview with “Good Morn-
ing America” last week 
that state officials will be 
monitoring the data closely 
to see if there is a spike after 
Christmas and New Year 
celebrations.

“Thanksgiving was a 
much shorter holiday. We 
had the most tiny blip, 
almost insignificant. But 
with the Christmas and the 
New Year’s, with that break 
being days, weeks actually, 
there’s a lot of concern, 
especially as the fatigue is 
real,” Ezike said during the 
Dec. 29 interview. 

“So, we will have to 
follow that closely. But we 
try to make sure that peo-
ple know: No matter what 
choice you made, it’s still 
going to be very important 
when you come back. If you 
know you’ve been out and 
gathering, you’ve got to get 
tested, got to find out quick-
ly in case there was spread 
of infection so that we can 
isolate and quarantine those 
that need to be.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.
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A-J wrestler’s stellar
career remembered

By Mike Estel
Arieh Hart won the 2018 

Class 1A state wrestling 
championship.

Hart, a 2018 Anna-Jones-
boro Community High 
School graduate, became 
the first Wildcat to win at 
the state level. He won in 
the 152-pound weight class. 
Arieh earned the title with 
a 5-4 decision over Ke-
wanee’s Lewis Robinson.

“It was very exciting,” 
head A-J wrestling coach 
Eric Massey said at the 
time of the state meet. “The 
Kewanee wrestler couldn’t 
match his speed.”

Arieh defeated Mc-
Namara’s Mason Sause-
da, 8-5, in the semifinals 
and also Orion’s James 
Schnerre, 8-5, in the quar-
terfinals before advancing 
to the championship round.

Arieh finished 42-2 over-
all that season and the two 
losses were both to bigger 
Class 2A grapplers.

The year before 2018, 
he was the Class 1A state 
runner up.

During his senior season, 
Arieh was an All-State se-
lection as well as All-South 
and Southern Illinois Riv-
er-to-River All-Conference 
pick. He was also chosen 
as  the Southern Illinoisan 
newspaper’s player of the 
year in wrestling.

His final season, he won 
the Mascoutah Invitation-
al, finished second in the 

Litchfield Invitational and 
notched a third place finish 
in the Murdale at Carbon-
dale Invitational.

In his two years at A-J, 
Arieh was 86-6 overall and 
in his four-year high school 
career he finished 151-36 
overall. He competed his 
freshman and sophomore 
seasons at Murphysboro 
before transferring to A-J 
his junior season.

Hart was also a standout 
football player and ended 
his prep career by playing 
football in Los Angeles, 
Calif., at the Community 
College level.

Present A-J wrestling 
coach Chase Hargrave, who 
was an assistant when Arieh 
won the chamionship, feels 
several younger members 
of his squad have the po-
tential Hart had to make a 
serious run into the state 
finals as well.

“This year, I felt we 
could be really good com-
petitively,” Hargrave said. 
“But next year, could be our 
year with our young team 
coming up.”

Hargrave took over last 
season when Massey retired 
from coaching.

Everything right now 
is still on hold until the 
Illinois High School Asso-
ciation makes a decision on 
whether to have a wrestling 
season because of the con-
tinuing pandemic.

State officials report nearly 500,000 
cannabis arrest records expunged

As of Dec. 31, 492,129 
non-felony cannabis relat-
ed arrest records had been 
expunged at the state level 
by the Illinois State Police, 
ISP. 

The milestone announce-
ment by state officials came 
four years in advance of the 
deadline set in the Cannabis 
Regulation and Tax Act, 
CRTA, which was signed 
into law by Gov. JB Pritzker 
in 2019.

Additionally, the gov-
ernor on Dec. 31 issued 
pardons for 9,219 low-level 
cannabis conviction re-
cords, for a total of over 
20,000 cannabis convic-
tions now pardoned since 
the signing of the legisla-
tion.  

“Statewide, Illinoisans 
hold hundreds of thousands 
low-level cannabis-related 
records, a burden dispro-
portionately shouldered by 
communities of color,” the 
governor said in a news 
release. 

“We will never be able 
to fully remedy the depth 
of that damage. But we can 
govern with the courage to 
admit the mistakes of our 
past – and the decency to set 
a better path forward. 

“I applaud the Prisoner 
Review Board, the Illinois 
State Police, and our part-
ners across the state for 
their extraordinary efforts 
that allowed these pardons 
and expungements to be-
come a reality.” 

 The CRTA required can-
nabis-related arrest records 
created between 2013 and 
2019 be expunged by Jan. 
1, 2021, a total of 47,000 
records. 

With the expungement 
of all 492,129 cannabis 
arrest records, ISP is four 
years ahead of the Jan. 1, 
2025, statutory deadline 
for completing automatic 
expungements. 

While the expungement 
process has been completed 
at the state level, county 
clerks are still processing 
expungements at the local 
level. 

Arrest  records from 
DuPage,  Kane,  Knox, 
Lake, McHenry, McLean, 
Peoria, Rock Island, Will, 
and Winnebago Counties 
have been expunged at the 
local level. 

The remaining counties 
have until Jan. 1, 2025, 
to expunge their arrest re-
cords.   

“As we near the end of 
the first year of Illinois’ 
new legal cannabis indus-
try, I am heartened by the 
progress we have made 
towards undoing the harms 
dealt by the failed war on 
drugs. Eleven states in 
the nation have legalized 
cannabis for recreational 
use, but no other state 
has done the important 
work we’re doing here 
in Illinois, where equity 

intentionality takes center 
stage,” said Toi Hutchin-
son, senior advisor to the 
governor on cannabis con-
trol on Dec. 31. 

“We are one year into 
what will be an ongoing 
effort to correct historic 
wrongdoings. The admin-
istration remains com-
mitted to working with 
legislators to address any 
challenges to equity and 
on building an industry 
that re-invests in our state’s 
communities.” 

The Pritzker administra-
tion said it remains com-
mitted to upholding the 
intention of the law and 
ensuring the cannabis in-
dustry is equitable for all 
Illinois residents, regardless 
of background. 

Under the law, 25 per-

cent of revenues collected 
from recreational cannabis 
sales will be directed to 
communities that have 
been disproportionately 
impacted by the justice 
system through the Re-
store, Reinvest and Renew 
(R3) Program. 

In the coming weeks, 
the innovative R3 program 
will grant over $25 million 
in funding to organizations 
working in historically un-
derserved communities 
across Illinois. 

“The public servants of 
the Illinois State Police Di-
vision of Justice Services 
have worked diligently on 
the expungement process 
for thousands of eligible 
records across the state,” 
said ISP director Brendan 
F. Kelly. “We will contin-

ue to work closely with 
the governor in the years 
ahead to implement this 
new law.” 

In addition to conduct-
ing a disparity study and 
providing financial support 
to organizations offering 
services in disproportion-
ately impacted commu-
nities, the administration 
offered lower application 
fees, low-interest loans 
and informational work-
shops on cannabis-related 
licenses to social equity 
applicants. 

The governor continues 
to work with the Prisoner 
Review Board and state’s 
attorneys across Illinois to 
expunge additional records 
of non-violent offenders 
with a cannabis related 
conviction.  

Windy, cold, damp morning
American flags were blowing in the wind near a World War I “doughboy” 

statue at the Anna Cemetery when the photograph was taken on Saturday 
morning, Dec. 19. The flags were on display on the day of a National Wreaths 
Across America Day ceremony at the cemetery.

Illinois Secretary of State
driver services facilities
were to reopen Jan. 5

Illinois Secretary of 
State driver services facil-
ities were scheduled to re-
open Tuesday, Jan. 5. One 
of the facilities is located 
in Anna.

Face masks are required, 
and social distancing and 
other safety measures will 
remain in place. 

Illinois Secretary of 
State Jesse White is re-
minding the public that 
driver’s licenses and ID 
card expiration dates have 
been extended until June 
1, 2021. 

As a result, people do 
not need to rush to visit a 
facility, especially during 
winter weather conditions.

Addit ionally,  White 
stressed that many transac-
tions can be conducted on-
line at www.cyberdriveilli-
nois.com instead of waiting 
at a driver services facility. 
Some of these services 
include: 

Renewing a license plate 
sticker. Renewing a valid 
driver’s license for quali-
fying drivers.

Renewing a valid ID 
card for those age 22-64 
(seniors 65 and older have 
free, non-expiring IDs). 
Obtaining a driver record 
abstract.

Filing business services 
documents, such as in-
corporations and annual 
reports.

Customers with issues 
involving administrative 
hearings can contact admin-
hearings@ilsos.gov.

In an effort to reduce 
facility visits for in-per-
son service, White has 
expanded online renewals 
for driver’s licenses and 
ID cards. 

Not everyone qualifies, 
particularly those who are 
required to pass a written 
or road test. 

For qualifying drivers, 
individuals will receive a 
letter with a unique PIN 
approximately 90 days 
before the expiration date. 
The PIN is required to re-
new online. 

For more information on 

determining one’s eligibil-
ity for online renewal, visit 
www.cyberdriveillinois.
com and click on “Read 
more on how to renew your 
driver’s license or ID card 
online” near the top of the 
main page.

More than 40,000 cus-
tomers have already taken 
advantage of the expand-
ed driver’s license and 
ID card online renewal 
program, which results in 
fewer customers waiting 
in person at driver services 
facilities.

“Throughout this pan-
demic, my commitment 
has been to do everything 
we can to help protect the 
health and safety of our res-
idents and my employees, 
while providing services 
to the people of Illinois,” 
White said in a news re-
lease. “This remains our 
goal and guides our deci-
sion making.”

To ensure the public’s 
health and safety, custom-
ers visiting driver services 
facilities, along with Illinois 
Secretary of State employ-
ees, will be required to wear 
face masks. 

P lex ig lass  d iv ide r s 
have been installed at all 
workstations and tape has 
been applied to the floor in 
6-foot intervals to follow 
social distancing guide-
lines, which limits the 
number of customers in-
side a facility. 

As a result, customers 
should come prepared to 
wait outside in cold weather 
because of the limited num-
ber of people allowed in a 
facility at one time.

For drive tests, employ-
ees will wear face masks 
and face shields due to 
the close proximity with 
the customer inside the 
vehicle. Customers will 
be required to wear face 
masks.

 Disposable plastic will 
be used to cover the vehicle 
seats during the drive test 
and then discarded imme-
diately after the conclusion 
of the drive test.
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Southern Seven Head 
Start planned to reopen its 
Head Start Early Learning 
Centers in the region on 
Jan. 5 for in-person classes. 

The plan to reopen the 
centers was announced 
Dec. 29 in a news release.

Remote learning class-
es are still available for 
families that request them, 
Southern Seven Head Start 
noted.   

The reopening comes af-
ter the centers were closed 
on Nov. 29 due to concerns 
for the health, wellness, 
and safety of all Head Start 
staff, children and families 
as cases of COVID-19 con-
tinued to rise in Southern 
Illinois. 

The closure impacted 
Southern Seven Head Start 
Early Learning Centers in 
all seven counties of the re-
gion, including Union, Al-
exander, Hardin, Johnson, 
Massac, Pope and Pulaski. 

During the closure, 
teachers, parent coordina-
tors and other Head Start 
staff remained in contact 
with the families they serve. 

Southern Seven Head 

Southern Seven announces
plans to reopen Head Start
Early Learning Centers 

Start stated that “these com-
munications were also an 
opportunity for staff to 
share activities that families 
could do at home with their 
children to continue their 
learning experiences.”

Families who experi-
enced any needs during the 
Head Start Early Learning 
Center closures were urged 
to contact a staff member 
at their local center for 
assistance. 

Southern Seven Head 
Start reminded families 
that the most up-to-date in-
formation would be shared 
online at www.southern7.
org and on social media 
regarding virtual activities 
and the re-opening of all 
Head Start Early Learning 
Centers on Jan. 5. 

Southern Seven thanked 
all Head Start families “for 
their understanding and 
continued support during 
this difficult time.”

New Illinois program protects victims
of sexual assault, domestic violence

Beginning on Jan. 1, 
survivors of sexual assault 
and stalking, as well as 
domestic violence, could 
participate in the Illinois 
Address Confidentiality 
Program, ACP.

Illinois Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul encouraged 
survivors to apply to partic-
ipate in the program.

ACP gives survivors add-
ed protections from their 
perpetrators by allowing 
them to obtain a substitute 
address to use instead of 
their real addresses.

Survivors of domestic 
violence, sexual assault and 
stalking can apply for the 
ACP through the attorney 
general’s office in order to 
receive a substitute address 
that can be used to create 
or update public records or 
personal use. 

Additionally, the ACP 
functions as a mail-for-
warding system for all first-
class mail. 

Raoul cautions that while 
the ACP is not a witness 
protection program which 
can assist with relocation or 
a change of identity, it can 
be a valuable addition to a 
comprehensive safety plan.

“The Address Confiden-
tiality Program is an im-
portant added layer of pro-
tection and peace of mind 
for survivors of domestic 
violence, sexual assault and 
stalking,” Raoul said in a 
news release. 

“I am committed to en-
suring that survivors have 
access to the resources and 
support needed to aid their 
recoveries, and I encourage 
survivors to participate in 
this program that can help 
protect them from the in-
dividuals who perpetrated 
crimes against them.”

“A woman had been di-
vorced for years but kept 
her address private, not 
wanting her ex-husband to 
find her. One day out of the 
blue she received a letter 
from him, just letting her 
know that he had found her 
and she couldn’t hide from 
him,” said Vickie Smith, 
executive director of the 
Illinois Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence. 

“The Address Confiden-
tiality Program is critical 
for protection from abus-
ers who refuse to let go of 
someone with whom they 
once had an intimate rela-
tionship.”

“Everyone deserves to 
feel safe in their communi-
ties. The Illinois Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault 
applauds the expansion of 
the Illinois Address Con-
fidentiality Program eli-
gibility criteria to include 
victims of sexual assault 
and stalking,” said Carrie 
Ward, executive director 
of the Illinois Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault. 

“Access to this program 
provides an important op-

tion for victims in the re-
covery process who fear for 
their safety. ICASA thanks 
the Attorney General’s of-
fice for its implementation 
of the program’s expansion 
and looks forward to con-
tinuing to work together to 
support survivors through-
out Illinois.” 

Participants in the ACP 
will receive a substitute ad-
dress they can use on their 
driver’s license or state-is-
sued identification card. 

All state and local gov-
ernment agencies are re-
quired to accept the substi-
tute address in place of the 
participant’s home, work 
or school address, but they 
are not required to change 
existing public records. 

The substitute address 
functions like any new 
address in that the partic-
ipant’s mail will be sent 
to the substitute address, 
and then forwarded to the 
participant’s actual address. 

The ACP forwards all 
first-class mail, including 
bills and other personal 
mail, and packages sent 
through the U.S. Postal 
Service. 

The ACP will not for-
ward magazines and junk 
mail or packages delivered 
by a shipping service, such 
as the UPS, FedEx or Am-
azon.

Officials said that the 
ACP is most effective when 
the applicant relocates to 

a new address, unknown 
to the perpetrator, around 
the time they apply for the 
program. 

Enrollment lasts for a 
period of four years, and 
participants can renew their 
enrollment at the end of the 
period. 

Participants are free to 
voluntarily withdraw from 
the ACP at any time.

Survivors of domestic 
violence, sexual assault and 
stalking who fear for their 
safety are eligible to apply 
for the ACP. 

Additionally, parents or 
guardians can apply on 
behalf of minors and people 
with disabilities if there is 
good reason to believe that 
those individuals are vic-
tims of domestic violence, 
sexual assault or stalking, 
and fear for their safety. 

Other members of the 
participant’s household 
should also participate in 
the program in order to best 
protect the address. 

An applicant is not re-
quired to report the domes-
tic violence to law enforce-
ment in order to be eligible 
for the ACP.

Applying to participate in 
the ACP is free of charge. 
The attorney general’s 
office is prohibited from 
disclosing a participant’s 
address unless the office 
receives a request from 
law enforcement or a court 
order requiring disclosure 
to a specific individual.

Participating in the ACP 
alone will not adequately 
protect against violence. 
The attorney general urges 
survivors to work with 
an advocate to develop a 
comprehensive safety plan. 

To locate an advocate, 
contact the Illinois Domes-
tic Violence hotline at 877-
863-6338 or visit https://
icasa.org/crisis-centers to 
locate a rape crisis center. 

For more information 
about the Address Confi-
dentiality Program, visit 
the Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral’s website at https://
www.illinoisattorneygen-
eral.gov, or call 1-844-916-
0295 or 1-877-398-1130 
(TTY).

Preschoolers can learn how to be
superheroes during pandemic

By Christi Mathis
news.siu.edu

S a f e l y  n a v i g a t i n g 
through the COVID-19 
pandemic can be a bit 
daunting for anyone, espe-
cially little children. 

Thanks to a new video 
created by a faculty mem-
ber at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale and 
a Canadian colleague, pre-
schoolers, as well as their 
teachers and parents, are 
learning in a fun way how 
to mask up, wash up and be 
safe, becoming “superhe-
roes” in the battle against 
the virus.

Preschool Superheroes 
is now available online at 
vimeo.com/456563173 for 
free viewing by everyone.

T h e  e i g h t - m i n u t e , 
high-energy clip is the 
work of Lisabeth DiLal-
la, a professor in the SIU 
Department of Family and 
Community Medicine in 
the SIU School of Medicine 
and professor of psycholo-
gy at SIU Carbondale, and 
Clare Gibson, a filmmaker 
and owner of Allegorical 
Alchemy, a filmmaking 
company specializing in 
issues related to health and 
health research in Edmon-
ton, Canada.

They received $1,000 in 
grant funding in the nation-
al #SciCommMake compe-
tition hosted by Sigma Xi, 
The Scientific Research 
Honor Society as well as 
Science Talk. 

They subsequently made 
a virtual presentation to the 
national Sigma Xi organi-
zation about the project, 
which was filmed at Little 
Lotus Inc., a preschool in 
Edmonton.

“Teachers  a re  very 
stressed and overworked, 
trying to juggle classroom 
duties, remote learning 
duties and more these days. 
Parents are having to take 
on extra duties as well, and 
the frustrations are appar-
ent,” DiLalla said. 

“With this video, we 
wanted to show them and 
the children how to stay 
safe during the pandemic in 
a fun and funny way.”

The children create su-

perhero capes and masks, 
practice handwashing, so-
cial distancing and other 
safe and positive behaviors 
as they interact happily and 
safely with one another and 
staff.

Local preschools were 
invited to give the video a 
test run, DiLalla said, and 
the results were amazing.

“The children enjoyed it, 
and the teachers and parents 
found it to be a very helpful 
tool,” DiLalla said.

Malones Early Learning 
Center Inc. in Carterville 
decided to give the video a 
trial run. Lee Eklund, direc-
tor, issued an enthusiastic 
thumbs up.

“Not only were the chil-
dren super excited about it 
but so were the parents,” 
Eklund said. “They were 
happy to supply capes 
and masks for the kids to 
decorate, personalize and 
wear.”

The preschoolers even 
donned their individual-
ized superhero attire and 
created their own short 
video clip.

Eklund said his staff had 
already done a good job 
teaching the children safety 
protocols, but the fun video 
with its superhero message 
really hit home with the 
children and their parents.

“I think it helped edu-
cate some of the parents 

who were a bit skeptical 
about why wearing masks 
and taking the proper safe-
ty steps are important,” 
Eklund said.

DiLalla and Gibson said 
they’ve heard similar re-
sponses from people at 
other preschools who have 
viewed the film.

 “The bottom line is that 
the data we’ve collected 
showed that teachers, par-
ents and children enjoyed 
the video and learned from 
it, finding it easy to follow 
the lessons,” DiLalla said.

Gibson, who holds a doc-
torate in health, said par-
ents and preschools in the 
Edmonton area have been 
equally as enthusiastic in 
their responses.

“I am thrilled with the 
film we created. Feedback 
from parents watching the 
film at home with their 
children suggests that they 
find it highly enjoyable and 
educational,” Gibson said. 

“This project was ex-
citing as it allowed me to 
collaborate with people that 
I wouldn’t normally get an 
opportunity to work with 
and to employ a very differ-
ent style of filmmaking to 
my usual, while still basing 
my work on underlying 
scientific theory. We hope 
to spread the film further so 
that we can have this posi-
tive impact with others.”

Check out 
The Gazette-Dem-

ocrat online at 
annanews.com
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When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod,  behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” 

When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been 
written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you 
shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, “Go and search diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and do him homage.”

After their audience with the king they set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them,  until it came 
and stopped over the place where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they saw the 
child with Mary his mother.

They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,  they departed for their country by another way. From the 
Gospel of Matthew
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News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church, Anna
The sermon on Sunday, 

Jan. 3, was how each of 
the four gospels tells the 
Christmas story differently.  

Matthew was about ful-
filling the prophesies.  Luke 
was written for the non-
Jews to tell them that the 
birth of Jesus was for them 
as well. It is the longest, 
most detailed version.  

Mark only briefly men-
tions the circumstances of 
Jesus’ birth. It focuses on 
what Jesus did as an adult.  

John stands out from the 
other three gospels. There 
is so much found in John 
that is not in the other three, 
because John was a disciple 
and could record in detail.  
He talked about Jesus being 
in the world and the world 
not recognizing him. 

The sermon shared that 
“John wants us to know 
Jesus is there for us. Jesus 
is the light of the world; the 

News from

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Jan. 3, Pastor 
Perry Williams spoke at 
both morning and evening 
services.

The morning message 
was based on scripture 
from Mark and was about 
examples Jesus left regard-
ing prayer.

The messages were sent 
via transmitter for worship-
pers who stayed in their 
cars on the church’s lower 
parking lot while tuned in 
to their radios on station 
87.9 FM. 

The message also was 
live streamed on Facebook, 
where it can be viewed.

The church’s Facebook 
page has videos and the 
latest information about 
possible closings.

During the morning ser-
vice, music director Dee 
Rose led worship. Debbie 
York was the pianist. Con-
nor Benbrook sang “Days 
of Elijah” as a solo. 

Birthdays: Jerry Hunter, 
Aaron Sheffer, Jan. 7; Sue 
Clary, Amy Sheffer, Jan. 10.

Currently, the regular 
schedule for worship at 
Jonesboro First Baptist 
Church includes Sunday 
School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and 
Sunday evening worship 
at 6 p.m. 

Prayer and Bible study, 
as well as youth group 
meetings, are scheduled at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

News from

Anna
Nazarene
Church

A morning worship 
service was held Sunday, 
Jan. 3, at 10:35 a.m. in the 
church, on Zoom and on the 
radio in the parking lot. 

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Randy Wright and the 
worship team. 

Sunday’s message was 
titled “Grow Closer to 
Christ,” with scripture from 
the Psalms.

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and 
on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Birthdays: Ed Grisham, 
Jan. 3; Dorris Johnson, 
Jan. 7.

Friday night Bible study 
is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 8, on Zoom. 
Pastor Wright can be texted 
for the password prior to the 
meeting.

Sunday School for chil-
dren is planned from 9:45 
a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on Jan. 
10.

A morning worship ser-
vice is planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, Jan. 10, in 
the sanctuary and on Zoom. 
The service will be avail-
able in the parking lot on 
the radio for those who do 
not feel comfortable com-
ing inside the sanctuary.
CDC guidelines will be 
followed by wearing masks, 
social distancing and fami-
lies sitting together. 

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on Jan. 13, with praise and 
worship in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom and Chil-
dren’s Bible quizzing in the 
fellowship hall, with CDC 
guidelines being followed 
by wearing masks and so-
cial distancing. The pastor 
can be texted prior to the 
meeting for the password.

A work day is planned on 
Jan. 16, starting at 8 a.m.

A grocery giveaway is 
planned from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Jan. 23.

During this time, the 
church can be contacted by 
calling the church office 
at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary or 
by calling Pastor Wright at 
618-534-7103.

News from

First Baptist
Church, Anna

Pastor Nick DiMauro 
led the worship music and 
preached the message on 
Sunday morning, Jan. 3.

His message was titled 
“How to Have Joy in a Pan-
demic, Part 8.” Scripture 
was from Philippians.

The church’s worship 
service starts at 10 a.m. on 
Sunday morning.

The church family invites 
the community to be a part 
of the worship service. The 
church is located at 409 
Morgan St. in Anna.

The church’s next food 
giveaway is planned Thurs-
day, Jan. 14. The give-
away begins at 11 a.m. in 
the parking lot behind the 
church and is available to 
anyone in the community.

News from

Camp Ground Church, Community
Best wishes for a blessed, 

healthy, happy 2021 from 
Rev. Dee Ann Thompson 
and the congregation of 
Camp Ground Church.

Rev. Thompson’s Epiph-
any Sunday sermon was 
titled “Arise, Shine, for 
Your Light Has Come,” 
with scripture from Isaiah, 
and Matthew’s account of 
the magi’s visit to the Christ 
child.

Sunday sermon
The Christmas story in the four gospels was 

the theme for the sermon on Sunday, Jan. 3, at Mt. 
Moriah Lutheran Church in Anna. Photo provided.

The message shared that 
“Epiphany is defined as a 
revelation. God does not 
hide. From the beginning of 
time, He has been revealing 
Himself to humankind.  

“In the Isaiah passage, 
the Jews had returned home 
after years as prisoners of 
war; their homeland was 
ruined, ‘darkness’ covered 
their land.

“Today, so many are liv-
ing in the darkness of sin: 
addiction, hatred, bigotry, 
disasters, death, school 
shootings, abuse, etc. 

“Just as Isaiah was en-
couraging the Jews to lift up 
their eyes to how God had 
blessed them by returning 
them to their home, we are 
reminded to open our eyes 
and behold our Savior who 
came to bring eternal life.

“The Magi, astrologers, 
saw something astounding 
in the sky.  Around 7 B.C., 
there was a triple conjunc-
tion, much like the single 
conjunction we witnessed 
this past month. The in-
terpretation of the triple 

light no darkness can over-
come. At the end of John 
you will know one thing: 
you are loved by God. We 
can’t have Christmas with-
out the first 18 verses of 
John’s gospel.”

Prayers were offered for 
the whole people of God, 
for those needing healing, 
and those who are mourn-
ing the loss of loved ones. 

2020 Obituaries
Remembering those we lost...

Following is a listing of 
the names of those who 
passed away and whose 
obituaries appeared in The 
Gazette-Democrat during 
2020. The listing is by the 
week that the obituaries 
appeared in the newspaper 
during 2020.

January
Jan. 2. Trish Coleson. 

William “Bill” Dixon. Bill 
Lee Eblen. John W. Elkins. 
Wanda Kay Knupp. Fred 
Spurlock Jr. Harry  Taylor 
Sr. James “Jim” Ulmer.

Jan. 9. Steven Ray Glas-
co. Billy Matheny. Marion 
Gerald Turner.

Jan. 16. Vivian Sue Byrd. 
Nancy N. Ebert. Fred Al-
fred Frailey. Harold E. Gee. 
Edna Havlen. Irene Dalian 
Kojder. Ann Etta Seliger. 
Nola Mary Wenger.

Jan. 23. James “Jim” 
Beisner. Linda S. Clark. 
Phyllis Ann Goins. Robert 
Lee Gore. Ronny L. Han-
cock Sr. David Michael 
Hannan. Creva Loretta 
Henson. Mary K. Loomis. 
Taylor Cheyanne Tomaz-
zoli. Richard Waltner.

Jan. 30. Betty Jo Healey. 
Jeff Goins. Gerald Johnson. 
Donald C. Michel. Ellen 
Patterson. Carl Harlan San-
dlin Jr. Thomas Strunk.

February
Feb. 6. Mary Ann Archey.  

Thomas “Tub” Coffman. 
Josephine E. Hartley. Ann 
Katherine “Kay” Schae-
fer. James LeRoy Spraggs. 
James R. “Jim” Williams. 

Feb. 13. Paul Boie Jr. 
Mary Helen Moore. Bob 
Palmer. Allibeth Partridge. 
Patricia Ann Pearl.

Feb. 20. Terry Griffin. 
Michael Leon Hight. Dian-
na Lynn Holcomb. Jaime 
Leigh Blaney-Mullins. Clo-
ra Robertson.

Feb. 27. Verna Mae Brid-
well. Robin Davidson. Les-
sie Lee Laminack Dunkin. 
Mary Elizabeth Finn. Paul 
Leon Garner. David Arthur 
Gibbs. Rena J. Hileman. 
Bernice Kaupas. Norma 
Sue Lee. Rose L. Reynolds. 

March
March 5. Vickie L. Lesar 

Bolen. Wilburn R. Gibbs. 
Lois Frances (Dee) Kar-
raker Finney. Bill Joe King. 
Mark Wayne Loyd. Man-
dy Middlecamp. Charles 
“Chip” Romack. Kenneth 
Rushing. Christa Smith. 
Allie Jane Sullens.

March 12.  Kenneth 
Leonard Dixon Sr. Sibyl 
Geraldine “Jerry” Elkins. 
Martin Hall. John Everett 
Manninger. Jerry D. Powles 
Sr. Marion L. Rafferty. 
Martha Joan Tweedy Rider. 
Patricia Ann Parks Sitter. 
Peggy Nimmo Walter. Lar-
ry Joe Webb Jr. 

***
Starting with the week 

of March 19, the impact of 
the coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic was being seen 
in Illinois and in Union 
County.

March 19. Harold Gene 
Biggs. Elbert Lee “Tom” 
Black. Robert Lee “Bob” 
Mixen.

March 26. Carol Kay 
Barger. John Carroll Chaf-
fin. Elizabeth Ann Davis. 
Rebecca Ann Johnson.

April
April 2. William E. “Bill” 

Hileman. Clifton E. “Port” 
Moreland. Bonnie Lois 
Marie Penrod. David W. 
Siebert. Gene Wright.

April 9. Drue Brianne 
Foster. Nina Goines. Bet-
ty Jane Hutchison. Larry 
Stout. Julie Thompson.

April 16. Colleen C. 
Deppe. Wilma Lula Loom-
is Egelston. Jim “John” 
Smith.

April 23. Kenny Bak-
er. Lucille “Lucy” Gunn 
Browning. Tracy Hanney. 
Beveraly J. Mays. Roy E. 
Walker.

April 30. Linda Clutts. 
Bernard B. “Berny” Davis. 
Jose Garcia. Dorothy L. 
Hawkins Smiddy. Ronda 

Pearl. Paul D. Penrod. Pan-
filo “Pan Blanco” Queria-
pa-Velasquez. Larry Joseph 
Yates.

May
May 7. Bill Boysen. Da-

vid W. McKee Sr. Grover 
Leonard “Bud” Nevels. 
Willis E. “Bud” Noble Sr. 
Joyce Shepard Owens. Patti 
Anita Rheinecker. Devin 
Michael VanderSluis.

May 14. Violet Brimm. 
Clifford Dean Cain. Sue 
Vick LaBruyere. Beatrice 
E. Miller. Nancy Jane Nor-
ris. Rose Mary Hunt Orr. 
Barbara “Barb” Steele. 

May 21. Yvonne Marie 
Albright. Rolla E. “Gene” 
Baker. Lucille Dale. Lloyd 
Dewayne Duty. Lyndal 
Duane Evans. Richard Isaa-
cs Sr.

May 28. Theodore “Ted-
dy” E. Albert. Earl “Fuzz” 
Benefield. Frankie Cripps. 
Minnie Mize. Juanita Wil-
lis.

June
June 4. Mary Lou Co-

chran. Paul H. “Doc” Du-
Bois. LaWanda Lyerla. 
Alice Marie Bauer McMil-
lion. Sherry Raeleen Dabbs 
Newell. James Price. Chris-
topher Stephen “Chris” 
Rhymer. Jon R. Sanders. 
Darlene Zubbrick.

June 11. Gary W. Da-
vis Sr. Burman Eddleman. 
Elsie M. Lingle. Larry 
Kenneth Kerley. Eva Ber-
nice McRaven. Pamela K. 
Meyer. 

June 18. Pamela Diane 
Bracken. Marilyn Joy Join-
er. Barbara B. Lair. Margie 
Wright.

June 25. Clyde Phillip 
Casper. Vera L. Colboth. 
Judy Lawanda Fowler. 
Barbara Jean Klein. Bob 
McIntosh. Elaine Jodene 
Porterfield.

July 
July 2. Charles “Roger” 

Anderson Sr. William H. 
Cerney Sr. Shawn Harvey 
Knupp. Larry Nance Sr. 
Haleigh Breyenna Slusher.

July 9. Charles Allen. 
Onida Davis. Steven Wil-
liam Dearworth. William 
“Bill” Francis Flamm. Viv-
ian M. Herdman. Lynn 
Ray McGill. Loren Benner 
“Benny” Muckelroy. Josh-
ua Lowell Reinier. Barbara 
E. Tucker. Robert Allen 
Yunker II. 

July 16. James Ronald 
“Ronald/J.R.” Goddard. 
Alma Louis Kimmel Lin-
son. Katie Poulos. Teresa 
L. Smith. Benjamin David 
Stanley. Anne M. Szaf-
ranski.

July 23. Hazel Allafair 
Davis (nee Keller). Helen 
Mae Dodd. Betty Lucille 
Myers. Sandra Ruth Pikula. 
Robert (Bob) Lewis Stan-
ley. Donald G. Stokes.

July 30. Tony L. Fergur-
son. Dennis Darl Lafferty. 
Marvin L. Powles Sr. Jim-
mie Wayne Rambeau.

August
Aug. 6. Randall Eugene 

“Randy” Bridges. Gilbert 
G. DeWitt. Homer Lee 
Forby. Sandra Lee Hartline. 
Betty June Lingle. Michelle 
Marie Lingle. Milas Ray 
Morse Sr. 

Aug.  13.  Jesus  “El 
Grande” Amesquita. Betty 
D. Cast. Matthew Jay Da-
vis. Judith K. Dillow. Ruth 
Shadowens. Janene Spicer.

Aug. 20. Lloyd “Timmy” 
Borah. Daniel Bruce Clo-
ver. Jimmie C. Courtright. 
Betty Virginia Hadders. 
Mary Virginia Lence. Rob-
ert Dean McHenry. Cyn-
thia Oliver. Richard Lee 
Weaver.

Aug. 27. Larry D. Clover 
Sr. Elizabeth Corbit. Jo-
seph “Joe” Girtman. Russel 
Lloyd Healey. James “Jim” 
Paul Miles. Shirley High 
Morrison. Howard Powles. 
Janet “Jan” E. Winn. 

September
Sept. 3. Delmond Dale 

Ellis. Joseph M. Glisson. 
Carl (C.W.) Wayne Nim-
mo. Juanita Olean Phillips. 

Warren Shelton.
Sept. 10. Julia Ann “Ju-

lie” Milton Collins. Danny 
Wayne Hileman. Frances 
Eva Sanner. Margetta C. 
Fox Snead.

Sept. 17. Juanita M. But-
ler. David Wayne Eubanks. 
Jack Lee Manus. Orval W. 
Obptande. Pamela Tischer.

Sept. 24. Max R. Ca-
sey. Audrey Cunningham. 
Colton James Dunaway. 
Robert “Bob” G. Isaacs. 
Robert “Bob” Jerrell. Rich-
ard “Dick” L. McCain. Tina 
Marie Tate. Esther Willcut.

October
Oct. 1. Nancy Blandford. 

Audrey Lois Canupp. Wil-
liam Richard (Bill) Cun-
ningham. Charles Thomas 
Flamm. Wilmer D. Nall. 
Timothy Sprous. Valetta 
Joy Stoner. Michael Ken-
neth Stute. 

Oct. 8. Dorris Lee Barn-
hart. William Glen Goins. 
Lisa Rae Davie Livesay. 
Evelyn B. Otten. Jackie 
Leon Reynolds. 

Oct. 15. Ronald Lee 
Charles. Glenda Mae Davis. 
Norma Edwards. Harold 
Dean Hankla. Patsy Lingle. 
Susanne “Susie” McHenry. 
Ronald “Lane” Parmly. 
John “Larry” Robertson. 
Dorse W. Youngblood.

Oct. 22. Jewell Ellean 
Hicks. Mary Louise “Nan-
ny” Kinder. Dorris E. Pen-
rod. Merl Everet Penrod. 
Wallace “Wally” Henry 
Prystalski. Linda Kay Riggs 
Ryan. Georgianna Tucker.

Oct. 29. Hal Dunson 
Carter. Harold Raymond 
McMillion. David Allen 
Tellor. Ray Dean Wilson.

November
Nov. 5. Charles Tripp 

Cochran. Melva Cramner. 
Jay “Jaybird” Minton. Jeri 
John Walker. Theodore 
Roosevelt Womick. 

Nov. 12. Bruce L. Agne. 
Raymond Lee Butler.  
Douglas Neil Crews. Rich-
ard Otis Graham. Caro-
lyn D. Rogers-Hickam. 
Janice “Mickey” Tweedy 
Lewellyn. James. F. Linson. 
Charles Fears Morgan Jr. 
Jimmy Shipley. 

Nov. 19. Deborah (Deb-
by) Choate. Sybile Joan 
Gurley Dickerson. Phillip 
Robert “Bob” Goins. Ira 
Dugan Tripp Jr.

Nov. 26. George Mc-
Commons. Rex Goforth. 
Judith K. Gray. Jean K. 
Kohler. David Parks. Rose 
RedCloud. Olliebell Rid-
ley. Earl Stahlheber. Roy 
L. Walker. Steven Michael 
Womack.

December
Dec. 3. Raymond Alex-

ander Baggott. Gerald L. 
“Jerry” Berry. Oliva Lopez 
Carmona. Frances L. Cav-
ness. Robert “Bob” Dillow. 
Sandra Sue Hewlett. James 
Leo “Jim” Karraker. Wil-
liam L. “Bill” Musgrave. 
Melba Lee Nork. Jan Mi-
chelle Porterfield. Mandar 
D. Rhine.

Dec. 10. Lyle Ander-
son. Lester Dirden. Kyle 
Dean Kern. Charlotte Lee 
Rooney. Barbara Ellen Ste-
gle Sweitzer. Buddy War-
ren. Dr. Gemo Wong. 

Dec. 17. Shirley A. Bank-
son. Jennifer L. Betts. Carla 
Kay Davis. Bonnie Dillon. 
Robert Hill. Mary M. Kula. 
Mary Lee Neal. Adrian L. 
Pender. Glenda Y. Russell. 
JoAnn G. Trammel. Rod-
ney George Vanderpool.

Dec. 24. Barbara P. An-
derson. Jeremy M. Ben-
nett. Benjamin L. “Benny” 
Jordan. Mary Ruth Mor-
gan. Margaret Ann Rogers. 
Juanita Kathleen (Granny) 
Woolridge.

Dec. 31. Joseph “Pastor 
Joe” Aaron Aldridge. Le-
ona Belle Brown. Millie 
McGrath.

(Editor’s note: every ef-
fort was made to include a 
complete listing of all of the 
obituaries which appeared 
in the newspaper during 
2020.)

Christmas decorations 
will be removed on Dec. 10. 

Joint Bible study is 
planned at Salem Lutheran 
Church in Jonesboro on Jan. 
12 and Jan. 26.

The annual report for Mt. 
Moriah will be available at 
the church on Jan. 17.

Mt. Moriah wishes ev-
eryone a happy, healthy and 
safe 2021.

conjunction indicated a 
royal birth.

“Magi came because of 
their wisdom, but they left 
wiser: they had found God.” 

Belated birthday wishes 
go to Aldi and Vodra Ge-
rard, who turned 9 Jan. 1. 

Nancy Williams cele-
brates a birthday Jan. 8. 

Camp Ground Church 
will be worshiping via 
Zoom through Jan. 17. It is 
hoped that after that date, 
the church can gather again 
for in-person services. Con-
tact any member of the 
congregation and they will 
be able to “connect” you to 
join in worship.

After worship, a brief 
congregation meeting was 
held to elect an elder for 
2021-23. Rodney Miller 
was elected and will be 
reinstalled to active elder-
ship during an upcoming 
worship service.

Hess News
By Glenn Heisner

Bruce Williams’ son 
Tony was here from New 
York visiting. He had to 
drive in whiteout snow at 
20 miles per hour.

Shane Spurlock and fam-
ily visited relatives over 
our holiday. They live in 
Arizona.

Gary and Sue Hoskins 
and Justin and Loni Mc-
Clellan, all from Columbia, 
Tenn., came up for Juanita’s 
birthday. Glenna, Allen and 
Daniel Harris also came up. 
After Christmas, Danny and 
his four came up also.

We have three grandchil-
dren in college now. Two in 
Tennessee and one in Texas. 

December birthdays: 
21st Billy Williams, Sandra 
Boaz and Juanita.

January birthdays: Nancy 
Pond, 8th; Josh Schlenker, 
10th.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

New Year’s Blessings
As we start the new year 

I wish many blessings for 
everyone.

Christmas Day guests
Bob and Betty Caraker 

spent Christmas Day at 
their daughter and fami-
ly’s home, Kim Caraker 
Brimm’s home, in Jones-
boro. 

Kim cooked a wonderful 
Christmas dinner of ham, 
mashed potatoes/gravy, 
green bean casserole, dress-
ing and Kim’s most deli-
cious deviled eggs. Desserts 
included pumpkin pie, four 
layer chocolate dessert and 
banana pudding.

They all enjoyed watch-
ing the two little girls (ages 
2 and 3) open gifts and 
play together with their 
treasures.

Their grandson, Michael 
Brimm, was to leave for 
the Air Force on Sunday, so 
they all gathered around to 
wish him well on his new 
adventure.

The big kids played out-
side with Nerf guns and 
had such a good time. They 
didn’t seem to mind the 
15 degree temperatures. 
Lots of laughter and a few 
“ouch” hollers.

It was a great day for the 
family later that day when 
Facetime with Brian Car-
aker of Arkansas and Lori 
(Caraker) Doty of Alabama 
took place. More laughter 

Michael Brimm’s sendoff group when he left for Lackland Air Force Base in 
San Antonio, Texas: Bob and Betty Caraker (Grandparents); Shelby Duckworth 
Colson; Alisha Brimm Murillo; Jadden Brimm; John Brimm (Michael’s dad); 
Jenna Chamness (Michael’s  girlfriend); nieces Gracie Duckworth and Alaina 
Murillo; best bud Drake; and Kim Caraker Brimm (Michael’s mom).

Great-grandma Virginia Housman played “Rattle 
Snake Jake” with her great granddaughter Lizzie 
on Christmas.

At 6 p.m. on Christmas Eve 2020, folks were 
invited to join together to ring bells and recall the 
birth of Jesus Christ, whose birth is celebrated 
at Christmas.  Participating in Union County bell 
ringing were Joshua, Sarah, Abigail and Gideon 
Song visiting from Texas, along with grandparents 
Doug Hileman and Norm Bauer.

Traditional family hog killings were a common 
winter event for most Union County farm families 
before the 1950s. The butchering or “hog killing” 
photo is at the E.C. Boyd family farm south of Anna 
about 1940.  The only fellow positively identified 
is Tom Bostain, second from right. There is a little 
boy, about 7, at center back.  Readers are invited to 
identify participants they recognize. Barbara Boyd 
Bauer remembers being indoors in the basement 
with the women. They were busy preparing meats, 
and what Barbara remembers best, is that they were 
scraping and cleaning the casings (intestines) for 
the sausage making.

Hunters in 1952: from left are Ernest L. Boyd, Joe 
Boyd, Glenn Boyd, Don Boyd, Donald Jean Hankla, 
Beryl Goddard and Kenneth Corzine.

Hunters in 2020: from left are Lucas and Rachael 
Hileman, hunting, Sarah and Matthew Song. Lucas 
Hileman and Sarah Hileman Song are great-
grandchildren of Glenn Boyd in the 1952 hunters 
photo.

could probably be heard 
by Kim’s neighbors.  Betty 
said when my three children 
are “together,” laughter is 
always heard.

They all left Kim’s very 
filled with warm hearts and 
full tummies.

Thanks for Service
Bob and Betty Caraker’s 

grandson, Michael Brimm, 
took his oath of service 
Sunday in St. Louis for the 
U.S. Air Force and left for 
Lackland Air Force Base in 
San Antonio, Texas.

Michael had a great send-
off which included several 
of his friends, his girlfriend, 
Jenna Chamness, his mom 
and dad, three sisters, two 
nieces and grandparents 
Bob and Betty Caraker.

 We are all very proud of 
this young man, and know 
he will definitely succeed.

Christmas Memory 
I asked for people to 

write about their Christmas 
from their past and this is 
from Chris Miller:

Well, I remember the 
Christmas when I was a kid 
my Dad made me a wooden 
stove and fridge. My Mom 
made me a red housecoat. 

My Dad made a wooden 
manger scene we put out 
ever year. We picked out a 
real Christmas Tree. 

My Dad dressed up like 
Santa and one year I caught 
him putting gifts under the 
tree. We went to the Dairy 

Queen a lot. Those were 
the good old days and the 
Christmases I treasure the 
most. 

Remembering Christ-
mas Times

By Barbara Bauer 
Since I have 85 Christ-

mases to remember, I’ll 
note just a few.  

Growing up in a Chris-
tian, rural family, our fo-
cus was always on Jesus’ 
birthday. 

Our Sunday School 
Christmas story and manger 
scenes were simple and our 
fresh-cut trees were small 
cedars cut from the woods 
or fencerow. 

I still treasure a tree orna-
ment my dad cut from a tin 
can lid and mother helped 
us glue on glitter.(1930s) 

Other precious orna-
ments are milk weed pods 
painted gold and stuffed 
with berries or tiny figures.  

After church nativity 
reenactments, Santa ap-
peared at church with a 
brown treat bag of fruit 
and a candy cane for every 
child. (1940s) In the1950s 
we sometimes wrote and 
directed our own “modern” 
plays with a Christmas 
message. Priceless for the 
audience and the players.   

Aunts, uncles and cous-
ins used to get together on 
Thanksgiving/Christmas 
holidays. 

In addition to the visit of 
Santa Claus (whom I was 
shocked to recognize as a 
cousin.), we drew names 
for gift exchange, but one 
surprise gift stands out in 
my mind.  

I was never “lucky” 
enough to receive it, but 
several of my older cousins 
were.  Year after year it was 
fun to see who might get 
that “prize.” 

I wonder in 2020 if any 
readers remember such a 
prank. Some young man 
always got to be the recip-
ient of a pig’s tail.  It was 
an annual joke in the Boyd 
family for someone to get 
a pig’s tail, all wrapped up 
as a gift. 

I remember that for fam-
ily dinners, the men and 
older boys were always 
seated first because there 
was not room in the homes 
for everyone to sit.  

After the men ate, they 
would go outdoors to play 
washers, go hunting or just 
visit and smoke.  

Then the women and 
girls would sit down and 
enjoy their dinner before 
they cleaned up and assem-
bly-line-washed the dishes. 
What a good time we had. 

The men would often go 
hunting early in the morn-
ing and return in time for 
a holiday dinner. I don’t 
remember having turkey in 
my childhood, but holiday 
dinners usually centered on 
Mississippi Flyway roast 
goose and/or duck. 

The turnips and sweet 
potatoes were home grown 
and the pumpkin pies and 
banana cakes were prize 
winners. 

Today, in addition to 
reading and acting out the 
nativity, we still love the 

cookie baking, decorating 
and exchanging.  

Present generation ex-
periences have changed. 
Today, the huntsmen and 
huntswomen do skeet 
shooting and “contract” 
hunting.  

The family holiday ca-
maraderie is the same even 
if the scheme is different.  
The Christmas story is told 
on TV and video, gifts come 
from UPS and Amazon, 
and family visits may be by 
Skype and Zoom.  

The one most certain 
constant memory is Christ’s 
birth. That “forever” gift 
from God brings promise 
that love and good will can 
overcome hatred. And we 
have hope that we may still 
yet know peace on earth. 

Grutzwurst Remem-
bered

Another memory from 
the past from Barbara and 
Norm Bauer when I asked 
for memories from Christ-
mas pasts. Thanks Barbara.

Here’s the memory of 
a holiday tradition from 
Norm Bauer of Anna.  

Norm grew up in an ex-
tended family that included 
his paternal grandmother 
and his maternal grandfa-
ther, so many old German 
foods and recipes were and 
still are special in the Bauer 
family.  

A favorite that was made 
by grandpa Louis B. Abra-
ham was called grutzwurst 
or German oatmeal sau-
sage. (Grandpa Abraham, 
1884-1968, was born at Al-
tenburg, Mo., when his fa-
ther was a Lutheran school 
teacher there.) 

Since we have lost the 
recipe, Norm went online 
and found a recipe for 
homemade oatmeal sau-
sage.  

It includes chopped on-
ions, ground boiled pork, 
seasonings and steel-cut 
oats. 

That mixture is cooked 
in broth, and then cooled 
in loaf pans. Finally it is 
sliced and fried until golden 
brown and crispy. 

It was a new flavor and 
texture for some of our hol-
iday guests, but it gained as 
much favor as Barb Bauer’s 
black-eyed pea soup and 
cornbread for New Year’s 
good luck.

We were reminded of 
some other old family tra-
ditions that were mentioned 
in the 2020 internet German 
oatmeal sausage recipe. 

The introduction to the 
recipe by Cynthia Car-
ter noted that one could 
butcher the hogs at home 
to prepare this dish.  

The instructions were 
to save the tail, feet, head 
(minus the eyes) and any 
other edible leftover scraps; 
simmer all day, cool over 
night; remove meat and put 
through a grinder; other-
wise purchase ground pork 
at your local store. 

(Norm bought his ingre-
dients at local Anna-Jones-
boro stores.) 

That scene reminded 
Barb Boyd Bauer of the tra-
ditional family hog killings 
that were a common win-
ter event for most Union 
County farm families be-
fore the 1950s.  

And Barb thinks she 
remembers the aforemen-
tioned “dish” as “head 
cheese,” which was fried 
up like Norm’s grutzwurst.

Christmas from Pete 
Housman

The Housman extended 
family had much to cele-
brate for the many bless-
ings received this Christ-
mas season.  

To date most of the fam-
ily has been COVID free 
and those who did con-
tact the virus have had 
very mild cases. They have 
seemed to be recovered. 

Uncles, aunts and cous-
ins have all survived se-
rious non-related medical 
issues and seem to be re-
covering.  

Two nieces are newly 
engaged. An  Irish boy 
from the West Coast and 
another Irish boy from the 
East Coast  seemed to have 
won the race to win the 
hearts of  two wonderfully 
accomplished women.  

Two other nieces will 
become first time mothers 
in 2021. Love and joy 
abounds.   

Although we are now 
scattered in every region 
of America  the circle of 
us is strong.  

God is good.  We wish 
all who read this to have 
an abundance of God’s 
blessings for everyday of 
the year ahead. And may 
light and laughter surround 
you in 2021. 

Mom, Virginia, the ma-
triarch of both the Housman 
and the Hammond families, 
is still going strong and 
will be celebrating her 96th 
birthday on Jan. 20, 2021.   

Wreaths Across Ameri-

ca Match Campaign
A special thanks to Lil-

lian Milam for buying 7 
Honor Wreaths for her 
family Cemetery in Mis-
souri and Wreaths across 
America will donate 7 to 
our Anna Cemetery. 

Lillian will pick her 
wreaths up in Anna next 
December and take to her 
Cemetery. 

A special thanks to Golda 
Kesler for buying 3 Honor 
Wreaths for our Anna Cem-
etery for her husband Don-
ald Kesler, Jack Bennett 
and Bernoid Freeze and 
Wreaths Across America 
will donate 3 wreaths to our 
Anna Cemetery.

A special thanks for 21 
wreaths for American Le-
gion Veterans and 1 for Me-
morial by 4 way stop from 
Townsend F. Dodd Post 
344  American Legion. 
Wreaths Across America 
will donate 21.  

A special thanks for 
10 Wreaths for St. John’s 
Cemetery  by Ernest and 
Marilyn Russell, Wreaths 
Across America will do-
nate 10 to our Anna Cem-
etery. 

A special thanks to Joan, 
David and Karen Lamer for 
buying an Honor Wreath 
for a veteran that has no 
one to buy one for them 
in our Anna Cemetery and 
Wreaths Across America 
will donate match that 
with one.

We are now starting 
a new year for Honor 
Wreaths for Veterans spon-
sored by Wreaths Across 
America. 

For a short time Wreaths 
Across America will match 
any Honor Wreath bought 
from now till Jan. 15, 2021. 
This will be for our Anna 
ceremony next December 
2021. 

If you buy your Hon-
or Wreath For Veteran 
wreaths now for every 
wreath bought from Dec. 
19, 2020, to Jan. 15, 2021, 
we will be able to have 
double for our Anna Cem-
etery so please think about 
buying your wreath now 
so we can hopefully cover 
every veterans grave next 
December. 

Please mail your check 
to me, Martha Ann Webb, 
at 118 W. Monroe St., 
Anna, Ill. 62906, or take it 
to Anna City Hall and ask 
them to put in my mailbox. 

You can also pay online 
but if you do please make 
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THURSDAY JANUARY 7, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams The Home De -
pot Col lege
(Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven (4:40) “Hobbs”
(‘19)

“Snake Eyes”
(‘98)

aaa “Hus -
tlers” (‘19) A
strip per’s
scheme. (HD)

:30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Ra ven

7 PM Ce leb rity Wheel
of

Young Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Mr. Mayor Bang (HD) “Trans form ers: 
The Last
Knight” (‘17)
State of war.
(HD)

Jessie “The Bee Gees: 
How Can You”
Gibb fam ily.

“Equi lib rium”
(‘02) Sean
Pertwee.:30 B Pos i tive Mr. Mayor Women’s Col -

lege Bas ket ball
from Site TBA

Bang (HD) Jessie

8 PM The Chase (HD) (:01) Mom Call Me To Be An -
nounced

Go-Big Show BUNK’D “Dark Wa ters”
(‘19) A de ter -
mined law yer.
(HD)

:30 Uni corn Man (HD) BUNK’D (:50)
“Pandorum”
(‘09) Fa tal space 
mis sion.9 PM The Hus tler Star Trek: Dis cov -

ery
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC
(HD)

Go-Big Show Big City “Jay and Si lent 
Bob Strike”
(‘01):30 Col lege Bas ket -

ball UCLA vs Ar -
i zona State

(:45) “Trans -
form ers: The
Last Knight”
(‘17) State of
war.

BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan BUNK’D (:10) Your Honor
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Go-Big Show Syd ney (:45) To Be An -
nounced (HD)

“The Re cruit”
CIA re cruit
spies.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Jessie (:15) Shaquille

(HD):30 Night line Corden Late Night Sports Conan Jessie

FRIDAY JANUARY 8, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (Live) “The Equal izer”
(‘14) Man serves 
jus tice. (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (5:20) “Wrath”
(‘12)

“Live By Night”
(‘17)

(5:00) “Sin is ter”
(‘12):30 (:45) NBA Bas -

ket ball Char lotte 
vs New Or leans
(Live) (HD)

Big City

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver (HD) WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

To Be An -
nounced

“Guard ians of
the Gal axy Vol.
2" Truth about
Pe ter Quill’s lin -
eage.

Big City To Be An -
nounced (HD)

aaa “Hor ri -
ble Bosses”
(‘11) (HD)

“The Truth”
(‘19, Drama) A
script writer. (HD):30 Big City

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

“Fast & Fu ri ous 
6" (‘13) Dominic
and his team
help agent
Hobbs.

Big City

:30 Big City To Be An -
nounced

“CHiPs” (‘17)
Un likely part -
ners.9 PM Blue Bloods

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

NBA Bas ket ball
Los An geles vs
Golden State
(Live) (HD)

BUNK’D “1917" (‘20)
Two young Brit -
ish sol diers.
(HD)

:30 BUNK’D “Chron i cle”
(‘12) Super kids.
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Unsittable (:20) “The Tal -

ented Mr.
Ripley” (‘99,
Thriller)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Unsittable

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams ELEAGUE (HD) Fam ily Jessie “Flags of Fa -
thers”

“Green Book”
(‘18):30 Night line Corden Late Night Sports Fam ily Jessie

THURSDAY
7:00pm

NBC Mr. Mayor A re tired busi ness man, who
be comes the mayor of Los An geles, must de -
ter mine what he stands for and earn re spect
from his big gest critic. (HD)

7:30pm
ESPN Women’s Col lege Bas ket ball
“Teams TBA” (HD)
TBS The Big Bang The ory “The Al low ance
Evap o ra tion” When Amy dis cov ers that Shel -
don has been shar ing in ti mate de tails of their
re la tion ship at work, they have their first fight
since be com ing cohabitants. TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

USA Guard ians of the Gal axy Vol. 2
aaac (2017, Ac tion) Chris Pratt, Zoe
Saldana. Shortly af ter de feat ing Ronan the Ac -
cuser and his army, the Guard ians of the Gal -
axy con tinue their jour ney and pur sue the truth 
about Pe ter Quill’s lin eage. PG-13

8:00pm
CBS Mag num P.I. “First the Beatdown, Then
the Blowback” A gang pres sures a prom is ing
mixed mar tial arts fighter to throw an il le gal
match; Kamu ar rested for steal ing a col lec -
tor’s ar ti fact. TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
HBO The King of Staten Is land aaa
(2020, Com edy) Pete Davidson, Marisa Tomei. 
A man in his mid-twen ties who spends his
days smok ing weed pur sues his dream of be -
com ing a tat too art ist while fac ing trauma from 
his past. R

7:15pm
TBS Fast & Fu ri ous 6 aaac (2013, Ac tion)
Vin Die sel, Paul Walker. When agent Hobbs
stum bles upon a dif fi cult task, he asks
Dominic and his team for help in an ef fort to
bring down a ri val gang in ex change for clear
re cords. PG-13 TV14 (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY JANUARY 9, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM NFL Play Lo cal (3:00) TBA Lo cal Pro grams (4:00) To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.
(HD)

“The Equal izer”
(‘14)

“Guard ians” Big City aac “Walk of
Shame”

aaa “The
Doors” (‘91)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Lo cal NFL To day TBA (HD) “Aveng ers:
Age of Ultron”
(‘15) Pow er ful
ro botic vil lain’s
evil plans.

Big City

7 PM To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.
(HD)

NFL Play offs
“Teams TBD”
(Live) (HD)

Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

“Fast & Fu ri ous 
6" (‘13) Dominic
and his team
help agent
Hobbs.

Big City “The King of
Staten Is land”
(‘20, Com edy)

“Mu nich” (‘05)
Is rae lis seek re -
venge for Olym -
pic crime.

Shame less (HD)

:30 Big City

8 PM The Masked
Dancer

Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Big City aaa “He red i -
tary” (‘18) Sin is -
ter an ces try.
(HD)

:30 Big City

9 PM Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Unsittable (:20) To Be An -
nounced (HD):30 “Ant-Man” (‘15) 

Thief re cruited
to use
super-suit. (HD)

Unsittable (:45) “The King -
dom” (‘07) Hunt 
for ter ror ist.10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Cos mos Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Fron tal Unsittable (:10) Your Honor

(HD):30 Sat. Night Live
Sketch com edy.

Go-Big Show Unsittable To Be An -
nounced11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams NFL Re wind Jessie “Tommy Boy”

(‘95):30 Wipeout Jessie “Moth er less” “House”

THURSDAY

MONDAY JANUARY 11, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams GameDay Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Jessie “The Curse of
La Llorona”
Fam ily haunted.

“Holy Roll ers”
(‘10)

“Top Gun”

:30 Lo cal Pre/Post Fam Guy Jessie The Cir cus

7 PM The Bach e lor
(HD)

Neigh bor. 9-1-1 “What’s
Next?”

Games (HD) 2021 CFP Na -
tional Cham pi -
on ship from
Hard Rock Sta -
dium in Mi ami
(Live)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (T)
(HD)

Unsittable aac “The
Hunt” Twelve
strang ers.

Your Honor “Part
Six”:30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy Unsittable

8 PM All Rise (HD) 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

The Wall (HD) Fam Guy Ra ven 30 Coins “The
Mir ror”

Shame less
“NIMBY”:30 Fam Guy Ra ven “Lin coln: Vam -

pire Hunter”
(‘12)9 PM The Good Doc -

tor
Bull “Wrecked”
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Weak est Link
(HD)

Go-Big Show Big City (:10) “Walk of
Shame” (‘14)
(HD)

“1917" (‘20)
Two young Brit -
ish sol diers.
(HD)

:30 BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Steve BUNK’D “Live By Night”
(‘17) Be com ing
boot leg ger.:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Pre/Post Go-Big Show Fam ily Syd ney (:45) 30 Coins
“The Mir ror”
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Jessie Shame less

“NIMBY”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie

TUESDAY JANUARY 12, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2015 NBA Fi nals
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie “Cow boys &
Aliens”

“Un for get ta ble”
(‘17)

“Dark Wa ters”
(‘19):30 Bang (HD) Jessie

7 PM “Cap tain Amer -
ica: The Win ter
Sol dier” (‘14,
Ac tion) New
threat.

NCIS “The Ar i -
zona”

The Res i dent
(HD)

Zoey’s Ex traor di -
nary

2001 World Se -
ries

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Syd ney “Godzilla: King
of the Mon -
sters” (‘19)
(HD)

aaac “The
Fighter” (‘10)
Box ing broth ers.
(HD)

Your Honor “Part
Six”:30 Bang (HD) Syd ney

8 PM FBI (HD) (:01) Prod i gal
Son

This Is Us (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D In side the NFL
(HD):30 2017 NBA Fi -

nals (HD)
Bang (HD) BUNK’D

9 PM FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Nurses “Chrys a -
lis”

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:15) Ti ger “Part
I” Ti ger Woods.

(:58) “The Pun -
ish er” (‘04)
Aveng ing vig i -
lante.

Shame less
“NIMBY”:30 The Mis ery BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Fam ily BUNK’D In side the NFL
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Go-Big Show Fam ily Syd ney (:45) “Al a bama
Snake” (‘20)
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Jessie (:04) “Mu nich”

(‘05)
“The Pi a nist”
(‘02) (R):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 13, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

Bang (HD) NCIS “Dou ble
Back”

Ra ven “In de pend ence
Day”

(4:57) “Hellboy”
(‘19)

“Grease 2"

:30 Bang (HD) Ra ven “Fast Times at
Ridgemont”
(‘82)7 PM Goldbergs To Be An -

nounced
The Masked
Dancer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE NXT
(Live) (HD)

Liv Maddie “Point Break”
Agent in fil trates
surfer gang.

ac “Bio-
Dome” Mo rons
ruin study.:30 House wife Bang (HD) Liv Maddie

8 PM Conners SEAL Team
(HD)

(:02) Name That
Tune

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven aaa “The
Lob ster” (‘15)
Mate in 45 days.
(HD)

:30 Call Your 2017 NBA Fi -
nals (HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven (:35) “Death at a 
Fu neral” (‘07)9 PM The Chase (HD) S.W.A.T. “Un der

Fire”
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) Steve Big City 30 Coins “The
Mir ror”:30 Fron tal (:38) “Death

Wish” (‘18)
Bruce Wil lis.
Man seeks re -
venge.

BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan BUNK’D (:15) “Fast &
Fu ri ous Pres -
ents” (‘19, Ac -
tion)

“Go ing in
Style” (‘17)
Bank heist.

aaa “He red i -
tary” (‘18) Sin is -
ter an ces try.
(HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fron tal Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Seinfeld Jessie

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Jessie aa “View”

SUNDAY
7:00pm

ABC Ce leb rity Wheel of For tune “Leslie
Jones, Chandra Wil son, and Tony Hawk” Ac -
tress Leslie Jones, ac tress Chandra Wil son
and skate boarder Tony Hawk com pete
against each other as they solve word puz zles
for char ity. (HD)

8:00pm
HBO Ti ger “Part I” The life and ca reer of
golfer Ti ger Woods, con sid ered one of the
sport’s best, are re vealed through per sonal
tes ti mo nies and pre vi ously un seen foot age.
TVMA (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

ESPN 2021 CFP Na tional Cham pi on ship
CBS The Neigh bor hood “Wel come to the
Elec tion” Dave com petes against an in cum -
bent city coun cil mem ber in an up com ing
elec tion that con cludes in a dra matic fash ion.
TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
CBS All Rise “How to Suc ceed in Law With -
out Re ally Re-try ing” Mark takes the lead over
a re trial of one of Lola’s old mur der cases
when it is over turned on ap peal, which makes
Lola worry she pros e cuted the wrong per son.
TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
FOX The Res i dent “A Wed ding, A Fu neral”
Conrad and Nic’s wed ding day ar rives; flash -
backs re veal the he roic deeds per formed by
those at Chastain Me mo rial dur ing the early
days of the COVID-19 pan demic. TV14 (HD)

9:01pm
NBC Nurses “Chrys a lis” Grace is forced to
serve as a me di a tor be tween a pa tient’s part -
ner and son as she strug gles to ad just to the
un wanted ar rival of the hos pi tal’s new CEO.
(HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
ABC The Goldbergs “Bevy’s Big Mur der
Mys tery Party” Beverly and Adam work to -
gether to plan a spe cial mur der mys tery party
for their fam ily; Erica con sid ers a ca reer in
med i cine as she de cides on a col lege ma jor.
TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
CBS SEAL Team “The Car rot or The Stick”
Ja son forces the team to take ex treme mea -
sures and con tem plates mak ing a des per ate
de ci sion; Ray is de ter mined to make sure he
lives through cap tiv ity. TV14 (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY JANUARY 10, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

NFL Play offs
(Live)

Simp sons Mr. Mayor Cham pi on ship
Drive “Count -
down to Kick off”

“Star Wars:
The Force
Awak ens” (‘15)
Daisy Ridley.
New threat. (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

“The Swap”
Class mate life
swap.

(5:40) “The King 
of Staten Is -
land” (‘20) (HD)

“Backdraft” (‘91) 
(HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Bur gers Foot ball

7 PM Ce leb rity Wheel
of For tune

60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons (:15) NFL Play -
offs “NFL Wild -
card” (Live) (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

“John Wick:
Chap ter 3 -
Parabellum”
(‘19)

The Cir cus

:30 Fam Guy Jessie The Cir cus

8 PM Who Wants to
Be a

NCIS: L. A. (HD) Bur gers Cham pi on ship
Drive “Count -
down to Kick off”

Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie Ti ger “Part I” Ti -
ger Woods. (HD)

Shame less
“NIMBY”:30 Fam Guy Jessie

9 PM The Rookie (HD) NCIS: New Or -
leans

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

“Star Wars:
The Last Jedi”
(‘17) Mark
Hamill. Luke
guides Rey.
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie “Ready or Not”
A young bride.

Your Honor “Part
Six”:30 Jessie Ti ger “Part I” Ti -

ger Woods. (HD)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Orde
(HD)

BUNK’D Your Honor “Part
Six”:30 Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
BUNK’D (:50) “Un break -

able” (‘00,
Drama)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams NFL Re wind Fam ily Jessie aac “Bat tle -

ship” (‘12)
The Cir cus

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Jessie Shame less

MONDAY

Television Listings

sure you put for our Anna 
Cemetery. 

Thanks so much to ev-
eryone who donated to 
honor our veterans. If you 
buy your wreath now for 
another cemetery the do-
nated wreath from Wreaths 
Across America will stay 
in the Anna Cemetery. 
Thanks.

Call from Texas
I received a call from 

Texas from Sanford Keller 
formerly of Anna who 
thanked me for all the work 
with the Honor Wreaths 
and they wanted to wish 
me a Happy New Year. 

He said his dad Clyde 
Keller was a WWI veteran 
and his parents were buried 
in McClure on Grape Vine 
Trail.  

Birthday
Brenda Allen celebrated 

her birthday Jan. 1.
Light House Outreach
Light House Outreach 

meets on Sunday mornings 
at 10:30 a.m. The church 
is located on the corner of 
West Chestnut and North 
Green streets. Gary Broad-
way is the pastor.

Military Prayer List
Michael Brimm, Trace 

Faire, Kaleb Meier, Na-
thaniel Moss, Derek Nel-

son, Nick Pearson, Nate 
Frankell,  Alex Gratz, Lu-
kas W. Davis, Reagan Mor-
rison, Garrett Goins, James 
McWhorter, Jennifer Ann 
Bishop, Arin Whitemoun-
tain, Katelynn Williams, 
Lindsey Keene, Jacob 
Schaefer, Jerod Schaefer, 
Creighton Laster, Josh 
Steveson, Josh Williams,  
Jim Bonner, Nick Harvel, 
Nona Elizabeth Luke, Lu-
cas J. Strickland, William 
Nathaniel Frankell, Ethan 
Maze, Tanner Anderson, 
Hayden Young, Kiefer 
Stull, Davis Jorden Glasco, 
Ryan Hampton, Britta-
ny Michelle Lence, Kil-
lian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse and wife Megan in 
Alaska.

New Year’s Day
Cathy Ziegler spent New 

Year’s Day visiting with 
her sister and brother-in-
law, Joyce and Don King, 
in Thompsonville. Her 
brother, Daryl McCoy, and 
sister, Corinne Steveson, 
also came. 

Besides visiting, they 
had lunch and played 
games. A good time was 
had by all.

Special Thanks
I would like to thank 

Darlene Lingle for sending 
me the news for the An-
na-Jo Garden Club. 

We are not sure when 
we will be meeting again 
because of the COVID 
but Darlene is really good 
about keeping up on the 
news and calling people to 
cheer them up.  

Also to Barbara Bauer 
and Terrie Rhymer for all 
the news they send and 
everyone else. It takes ev-
eryone working together to 
bring things together.

American Legion 
I would like to thank 

the American Legion for 
all the help they give with 
Honor Wreaths for Veter-
ans and the donations they 
give to those who helped 
with our ceremony. A spe-
cial thanks to Phil Ray for 
leading our ceremony.

Angel Wings
Homer and Janet Hawk’s 

granddaughter was here 
visiting Christmas and 
was so impressed with the 
beautiful wings painted 
on the  wall on the side of 
Annabelle Market. 

Homer asked me who 
painted them and said the 
city should have her paint 
on every building in Anna. 

I told him Tasha Faire 

and that she is very talent-
ed. Those wings have sure 
brought a lot of smiles to 
our city from people pass-
ing by as well as everyone 
living here. 

A special thanks to Tasha 
and her family for thinking 
about doing this.                .

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Rev. Tim Gossett’s ser-
vice was on Facebook 
because of COVID and 
not being able to have in 
church services. 

Sunday morning’s ser-
mon was The Twelve Days 
of Christmas. Epiphany of 
the Lord when the Wise 
Men came to see baby 
Jesus, with scripture from 
Matthew. 

Holy Communion was 
taken. Carla Anderson 
played organ music.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Thanks to Terrie Rhym-
er for the news

January birthdays: 8th 
Cindy Walker, 9th Stacie 
Barger and Debbie Hess, 
11th Finley Diemer, 12th 
Gary Roach, 13th Velma 
Eaker and Don Laster. 

January anniversaries: 
11th Jed and Hope Mix.

Attendance for Dec. 27: 

Sunday morning 8 a.m. 
worship 60, 10:30 a.m. 
worship 94. Small group 
Bible study 148.

Operation Christmas 
Child January collection: 
Flashlights ,  bat teries, 
balls, hats and gloves.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
started a new sermon se-
ries: Ruth: The Road to 
Redemption. This week:  
The Disastrous Results of 
Leaving God, with scrip-
ture from Ruth.

Be sure to look on Anna 
Heights Baptist social 
platforms, Facebook and 
YouTube for up to date 
Bible studies, services and 
announcements or on the 
church website at anna-
heights.com.

Monday through Friday 
at 8 a.m., there is interces-
sory prayer ministry held 
in the church foyer for 
anyone who would like 
to come and pray with the 
group there.

Anna VFW
Happy New Year from 

the Post and Auxiliary.
Friday, a drive-thru fish 

dinner is planned. Please 
call 833-5182 by noon on 
Friday if you would like 
one. Time to pick up is 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Anyone 

can order this meal and 
it helps the Post pay the 
utility bills while the gov-
ernor has a shut down. It is 
the only thing keeping the 
Post alive right now during 
this difficult time so please 
help support these meals. 
They are very good.

Sympathy
Sympathy to the fami-

lies of these sweet ladies 
Kay McRaven and Wanda 
Hase.

Retirement
Thanks for your service 

of 27 years to Union Coun-
ty Asa Busby.

Anniversary
Dec. 30. Dennis and Eva 

Prater.
Birthdays
Jan. 2 Keith Ellis, Paula 

Wetting, Alan Mighell III.
Special Thanks
I got a nice email from 

Stephen Burns from St. 
Louis that said he sent a 
donation for poinsettias for 
United Methodist Church 
Anna in my honor and 
in memory of his great-
great-aunt Mary Hart, 
his cousins Aaron Hart’s 
grandmother. He also  sent 
in honor of Barbara Bauer 
and Joan Graves Edwards 
to Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church.



Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded 
at the Union County clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Curtis L. Childers, Sandra L. 
Childers. Grantee: Teresa 
A. Cox. Tract Section 23 
Township 11S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Sandra K. Roberts. Grantee: 
Anthony Stein. Subdivision 
Name: Orchard Drive Sub. 
Lots 74-81. 

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jason K. Oliver, Molly G. 
Oliver. Grantee: John Davis. 
Subdivision Name: A.D. 
Finch’s 2nd. Add. of Anna. 
Lot 12.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Pearl Baker, David J. Cook, 
Frances Cook. Grantee: 
David J. Cook Jr., Misty Dawn 
Cook. Subdivision Name: 
Gattingers Add. of Anna. 
Lot 38.

W a r r a n t y  D e e d . 
G r a n t o r :  D e n n i s  J . 
Savat .  Grantee:  Dav id 
Bustamante, Christopher 
F.  N iko l ic .  Subd iv is ion 
Name: Grammer’s Add. of 
Jonesboro. Lots 39, 40.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Tammy Lorraine Morris. 
Grantee: Jeannie E. Gerlach. 
Subdivision Name: Bucks 
Add. of Cobden. Block B. 
Lot 2.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Fannie Mae, Federal National 
Mor tgage  Assoc ia t i on . 
Grantee: Douglas Meadows 
I I ,  M e g a n  M e a d o w s . 
Subdivision Name: Fairview 
Heights. Lot 6.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Adrianna Caraker, Brandi 
Caraker,  Jade Caraker. 
Grantee: Jared P. Tetmeyer, 
Johnna E. Tetmeyer. Tract 
Section 21 Township 11S 
Range 1W. Tract Section 28 
Township 11S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Barbara E. Cheek. Grantee: 
Patrick Harlow, Peggy S. 
Harlow. Tract Section 8 
Township 11S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Carla A. Harvel, Kimberly E. 
Harvel, Scott Harvel. Grantee: 
Levi Lence. Subdivision 
Name: Forest Place Addition. 
Block 11. Lots 8, 9.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Kristina Betka. Grantee: 
Richard C. Newman Jr., 
Liberty F. Newman, Liberty F. 
Spurlock. Subdivision Name: 
Winstead Davies 1st Add. of 
Anna. Lot 5.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Martin Flores Jr. Grantee: 
Jamie Bauer, Michael Butler. 
Tract Section 16 Township 
13S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jason E. Menees, Kristie 
K. Menees. Grantee: Kyle 
Kueker. Tract Section 19 
Township 12S Range 1E. 
Subdivision Name: Shannon 
Lake Subdivision. Lot 24.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jason E. Menees, Kristie K. 
Menees. Grantee: Jennifer R. 
Goddard, Jerry L. Goddard. 
Tract Section 19 Township 
12S Range 1E. Shannon 
Lake Subdivision. Lot 8.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jennifer R. Goddard, Jerry L. 
Goddard. Grantee: Jason E. 
Menees, Kristie K. Menees. 
Tract Section 19 Township 
12S Range 1E.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Beth Patterson, Beth Stanley. 
Grantee: Donna J. Stanley, 
Terry A. Stanley. Tract Section 
26 Township 11S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Carl E. Rendleman, Joyce 
M. Rendleman. Grantee: 
Brandon Hunter, Stephanie 
Hunter. Tract Section 25 
Township 12S Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Lola C. Elkins. Grantee: 
Hugo Flores. Tract Section 
20 Township 12S Range 1W.

Q u i t  C l a i m  D e e d . 
Grantor: Jason L. Stroud. 
Grantee: Jennifer J. Clardy. 
Subdivision Name: Cover, 
Brown & Greens Add. of Mill 
Creek. Lots 21, 22.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Cheryl Ann Noel. Grantee: 
Kevin Paul Cerny Jr., Sarah 
Cerny.  Tract  Sect ion 7 
Township 13S Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
George W. Warren Jr. , 
George W. Warren, Linda L. 
Warren. Grantee: T&I Anna 
LLC. Subdivision Name: 
Winstead Davies 1st Add. of 
Anna. Lot 129.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Caitlyn McGill, Michael L. 
McGil l .  Grantee: Logan 
Crunk. Subdivision Name: 
T.J. Eddlemans 1st Add. of 
Dongola. Lots 11, 10.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Douglas A. Cerney, Nancy 
Cerney.  Gran tee :  Bon 
Reynolds, Linda Reynolds. 
Tract Section 36 Township 
12S Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
B o n  R e y n o l d s ,  L i n d a 

Reynolds. Grantee: Patricia 
Aydelott, Julie A. Hopkins, 
Myrtle L. Wolford. Subdivision 
Name: Miller Heights Sub. of 
Anna. Block 2. Lot 12.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Stephen Michael Bennett. 
Grantee: Gregory Browning. 
Subdivision Name: William 
Menees Add. of Anna. Lot 19.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Federal  Loan Mortgage 
Association. Grantee: Lesa R. 
Doublin. Subdivision Name: 
Lewis 2nd Add. of Anna. 
Lot 4.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Stephen T. Kunce. Grantee: 
Galilee Baptist Church, Mindy 
Livesay. Tract Section 19 
Township 11S Range 3W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
George P. Myers. Grantee: 
Galilee Baptist Church, Mindy 
Livesay. Tract Section 19 
Township 11S Range 3W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Bill W. Poole, Billy W. Poole, 
Brenda Poole. Grantee: Brian 
P. Latham, Nicholette M. 
Latham. Tract Section 31 
Township 13S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Ti f fany Gore.  Grantee: 
Alondra Martinez. Subdivision 
Name: Henry Kohlers 1st 
Add. of Anna. Lot 2.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Abel Godinez, Celia Godinez. 
Grantee: Melissa Britt, Scott 
Tripp. Name: Morgan and 
Wright Addition. Lots 5, 6.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Kenneth M. Laster. Grantee: 
Wunderbar Woods LLC. Tract 
Section 21 Township 12S 
Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jackie L. Dillow, James W. 
Dillow. Grantee: Darrell S. 
Wright, Marlene S. Wright. 
Tract Section 16 Township 
12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Glenda A. Franklin. Grantee: 
Allisha Danielle Velasquez. 
Tract Section 19 Township 
12S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
David R. Mayberry, Shelby J. 
Mayberry. Grantee: Sharon 
Alstat, Barbara Charles, Sue 
Emerson, Margaret Shelton. 
Tract Section 26 Township 
13S Range 2W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Sharon Alstat ,  Barbara 
Charles,  Sue Emerson, 
Margaret Shelton, Sharon 
Turner, Margaret Watkins. 
Grantee: Melissa Patterson, 
Thomas Patterson. Tract 
Section 28 Township 13S 
Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Don Pippins, C. Denise 
Pippins, Christian Denise 
Pippins, Don J. Pippins. 
Grantee: CILA Properties of 
Anna LLC. Tract Section 20 
Township 12S Range 1W. 
Tract Section 29 Township 
12S Range 1W. Tract Section 
21 Township 12S Range 1W. 
Tract Section 28 Township 
12S Range 1W. Subdivision 
Name: Maplehurst Add. of 
Anna. Block 4. Lots 35, 34, 
36. Haley Acres Subdivision. 
Lots 2, 3, 4.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Matthew D. Ahlberg. Grantee: 
Briana Childers, Preston 
Childers. Tract Section 30 
Township 11S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Scott D. Tripp. Grantee: 
Melissa Britt, Scott D. Tripp. 
Subdivision Name: Morgan 
and Wright Addition. Lot 7.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Southern Illinois Ag Source 
LLC. Grantee: Draperview 
Properties LLC. Tract Section 
23 Township 12S Range 2W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Nona Evans, Vickie Gordon, 
Billy Duane Jackson, Patricia 
L. Jackson. Grantee: Jaime 
Lyn Watkins, James Bradley 
Watkins. Tract Section 29 
Township 12S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Linda Berkley, Margaret 
Gielow. Grantee: Andrew 
Berk ley,  Jack  Berk ley, 
Nicholas Berkley. Tract 
Section 13 Township 11S 
Range 4W. Tract Section 24 
Township 11S Range 4W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Wayne Boehme, Beverly L. 
Brown, Tami O. Williams, 
B r a n d o n  O .  W i l l i a m s . 
Grantee: Williams Revocable 
Trust, Wunderbar Woods 
LLC.  Trac t  Sect ion  12 
Township 12S Range 3W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Christina Yana, Robert Yana. 
Grantee: Joseph Duncan. 
Tract Section 20 Township 
12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Efren C. Godinez, Tracey H. 
Godinez. Grantee: Stephanie 
Sappington. Tract Section 
29 Township 11S Range 1W. 
Tract Section 20 Township 
11S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Brad Maloney. Grantee: Brad 
Maloney, Lanie J. Maloney. 
Tract Section 11 Township 
12S Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 

Ricky L. Luckhart. Grantee: 
Robert J. McGee. Tract 
Section 15 Township 11S 
Range 2W.

Traffic Citations
The following people were 

cited for speeding and were 
assessed $164 in fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
Union County circuit clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Morgan D. Wilson, St. 
Louis. Dustin S. Sutl i ff , 
Jonesboro. Kerry A. Shipley, 
Anna. Natalie A. Bridwell, 
Covington, Ind.

E l i se  M.  Ra ta j czyk , 
Plainfield. Alyssa A. Weimer, 
Carbondale.  Kadin Lee 
Carmack, Grand Tower. Tracy 
A. Watson, Scott City, Mo. 

Owen T. Hazelrigg, Anna. 
Bradley G. Housewright, 
Vienna. Jamie D. Hardin, 
Dyersburg, Tenn. Patrick W. 
Vinnedge, Oakland City, Ind. 
Adula Sin, Fort Worth, Texas.
Angelo Whittier, Richton Park.

Aaron Everage, Grand 
Chain. Courtney N. King, 
Anna. Dalton B. Welch, 
Pleasant View, Tenn. Gregory 
J. Masserang, Lake City, 
Mich. Jason M. Endicott, 
Carbondale.

Daniela B. Ballesteros, 
West Lafayette, Ind. Monica 
Castaneda Diazdeleon, 
Oakhurst, Texas. Melonie 
Friley House, Austin, Texas. 
Sachin Kidambi, Carbondale.

Rae L. South, Scott City, 
Mo. Elizabeth Ann Bellows, 
Springfield, Mo. Dominic P. 
Volpe, Germantown, Tenn. 
Scott J. Kozak, Barrington. 
Jeffery Clayton Haynes, 
Memphis, Tenn. Andrew R. 
Terhune, Gordonville, Mo. 

The fol lowing people 
were cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
$164 fines and court costs as 
recorded at the circuit clerk’s 
office:

Travis K. Ford, Dongola, 
disregard traff ic control 
device.  Chr is  A.  Fois t , 
Tamaroa, improper passing 
on left. 

G i n g e r  Ly n n  L u f c y, 
Cape Girardeau, electronic 
communication device. Rejina 
Dean Fanhoum, Cordova, 
Tenn., disregard stop sign.

Amber Dawn Barnes, 
E l l i s  Grove,  e lec t ron ic 
communication device. Tara 

Joy McLaughlin, Vienna, 
improper traffic lane usage.

Travis J. McDermott, 
East Prairie, Mo., seat belt 
required/driver. Stephanie 
R. Garcia,  Christopher, 
electronic communication 
device.

The following people were 
cited for speeding and were 
assessed $251 in fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
circuit clerk’s office:

Marqu i  L .  Edmonds, 
Carbondale. Amanda N. 
Miller, Tampa, Fla. Thomas 
J. Greenhill, Carbondale. 
Quincy LeMonye McElmurry, 
Anna. Russell L. Nicks, 
Marion.

Jenn i fe r  L .  Corman, 
Cypress. Kyler Dean Worthen, 
Murphysbo ro .  M i chae l 
Sanders, Chicago. Davon K. 
Compton, Flossmoor. Paris 
G. Embry, Chicago.

Roger Alan Rowan, Anna.  
Leslie C. Parker, Olmsted. 
Meredith A. Owens, De Soto. 
Alyssa Kennedi Smith, West 
Bloomfield, Mich. Debra Ann 
Sutliff, Jonesboro. Craig A. 
Wilson, Nashville.

Kimberly Scott Murray, 
C h i c a g o .  Q u i a n a  P. 
Anderson, Sikeston, Mo. 
Rich J. Jackson, Mounds. 
Bradly E. Cross, Jonesboro. 
Mauricio Josso Sifuentes, 
Donna, Texas.

M i c h a e l  S .  M i l e s , 
Murphysboro. Just in C. 
Morgan, Nauvoo, Ala. Naomi 
Ebony Valentine, Mound City. 
Radim Teuer, Buncombe. 
Chanyle Mae Woolverton, 
Paducah.

Michael W. Taylor, Anna. 
Tyreka L. Ward, Chicago. 
Meagan Kalea Mea Tanner, 
Anna. Albert Douglas Heflin, 
Mooresville, N.C. Kortrell 
Deshawn Johnson  J r. , 
Carterville. 

Jessica Lynn Jackson, 
Jefferson, Mo. Daniel R. 
Hendon, Shiloh. Dominique 
Sherie Hill, Murphysboro. 
J o k k o  D .  W i l l i a m s , 
Carbondale. Christopher 
James Iannotti, Marion. Riley 
Robert Klingelberg, Murrieta, 
Calif.

Judy A. Black, Dowell. 
Sarah Elizabeth Dumont, 
Anna. Raymond Christopher 
Doney, Seattle, Wash. Robert 
Ted Darr Jr., Gifford. Molly 
M. Lang, Anna. Samantha 
Paige Karnes, Benton. Tracy 
A. Cavaness, Centreville, 
Va. Andresson Edward Carr, 
Carbondale. 

Tia  Chan ta  Rogers , 

Carbondale. Cecily Chavon 
Anderson, Indianapol is, 
Ind. J. Guadalupe Rivera, 
Chicago. Brandi M. Gayles, 
C a r b o n d a l e .  V i c t o r i a 
Sant i l lana,  Hoopeston. 
Kevon tae  T.  Johnson , 
Jonesboro. 

Ashlee A.  Randolph, 
Fontana, Calif. Jonathon S. 
Wright, Cairo.

The fol lowing people 
were cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
$251 in fines and court costs 
for each violation as recorded 
at the circuit clerk’s office:

Shanice Shavonda S. 
Ross, Cape Girardeau, seat 
belt required/passenger. 
Stefan Miclea, Bellevue, 
Wash., improper traffic lane 
usage.

Tia Rashelle Jackson, 
J o n e s b o r o ,  s e a t  b e l t 
required/passenger. Sydne 
Kel Miller, Anna, electronic 
communication device.

A n t h o n y  N o a h 
Smith, Marion, electronic 
communicat ion dev ice. 
W e a l t h y  G u a n ,  S a n 
Francisco, Cali f . ,  dr ive/
operate non-highway vehicle.

Kimberly D. Jackson, 
Anna, seat belt required/
dr iver.  Natasha Louise 
Gentry, Anna, electronic 
communication device.

Krystal Leigh Kohler, 
Cape Girardeau, seat belt 
required/driver. Skyler Ethen 
Nolan, Buncombe, seat belt 
required/passenger.

Tristan J. Swink, Dongola, 
squealing/screeching tires. 
Taylor Anthony Morrison, 
Cape Girardeau, seat belt 
required/passenger.

Mat thew W.  Tu rne r, 
Jonesboro, disregard stop 
sign. William Joseph Allen, 
Carbondale, fail to reduce 
speed. 

Cortney L. Robinson, 
Marion, seat belt required/
driver. Schreta L. Schauf, 
Carbondale, transport/carry 
alcoholic liquor/driver.

Ma r i o  G i n o  Ow e n s , 
Memphis, Tenn., transport/
car ry  a l coho l i c  l i quor /
passenge r.  W i l l i am  T. 
Ransom, Sikeston, Mo., 
transport/carry alcoholic 
liquor/passenger. 

Devine Eugene Burden, 
Whitewater, Mo., use cell 
phone/op CMV. Andrew T. 
Carber, Anna, electronic 
communication device.

Jeff rey T.  Dancy Jr. , 
Sparta, seat belt required/
driver. Samantha L. Wilson, 

Anna, pedestrian walking 
on highway. John Jason 
Johnson, Hannibal, Mo., seat 
belt required/driver.  

Isiah M. Jones, Cape 
G i r a r d e a u ,  n o  v a l i d 
registration. Sierra Donato 
Brimm Thomas, Buras, La., 
electronic communication 
device.

The fol lowing people 
were cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
the accompanying fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
circuit clerk’s office:

Cherokee Lynn Hartline, 
Dongola, speeding, 11-
14 mph above limit, $251; 
electronic communication 
device, $251. Jody D. Owens, 
Cape Girardeau, operate 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
$727.

Nicholas Scott Brock, 
Paragould, Ark., operate 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
$727; speeding, 15-20 mph 
above limit, $251. Rachel A. 
Willis, Sikeston, Mo., operate 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
$727. 

Eric J. Montroy, El l is 
Grove, overweight on axle, 
$780. Shawn D. Tucker, Cape 
Girardeau, operate uninsured 
motor vehicle, $727. 

Marriage Licenses
The county clerk’s office 

issued a marriage license to:
Mark Alan Pfau of Dongola 

and Amber Marie Hammond 
of Dongola.

Jacob Edward Thomas 
Haney of Ava and Samantha 
Nicole Throop of Ava.

Sidney D. Gentles Jr. of 
Shawneetown and Penny M. 
Huff of Christopher.

Brandon Randall Burris of 
St. Ann, Mo., and Nicole Lynai 
Crawford of St. Ann, Mo.

Dakota Jeremiah Rogers 
of Makanda and Abagail Jane 
Askins of Makanda.

Samuel Wayne Kee of 
Buncombe and Gina Marie 
Johnson of Buncombe.

Jonathan Thomas Newlin 
of De Soto and Anna Mae 
Hughes of De Soto.

Richard Garl Hendrix II 
of Anna and Jessica Elaine 
Wettig of Anna.

Bret t  Edward  Tay lo r 
of Charleston, Mo., and 
Katherine Elizabeth Bowman 
of Charleston, Mo.

Rolland Eugene Bridges 
V of Cobden and Jessica 
Caitlyn Capron of Cobden.

Andrew Tyler Carver of 
McClure and Samantha Lynn 
Schaefer of Anna.

Public Record         
from the files at the Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

BUCK-A-BOOK
Books, Books, and More 

Books #6 is liquidating all 
in stock materials at 
$1.00 per book/items

beginning January 2 and 
ending January 31.

Packrat's Paradise Antique 
Mall, Cobden, Illinois, 
next to Dollar General

Hours: Thursday-Sunday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

4-7gc

For rent
FOR RENT: Very nice, par-
tially furnished, 2 bedroom 
apartment located in Anna. 
Close to town. Call (618)-
833-5858 or (618)-697-1893.

1p-2g tfn

FOR RENT DONGOLA: 
2 bedroom mobile home. 
Available now. Call (618)-
827-4705.

1gp tfn

Wanted
LOOKING FOR A 3 BED-
ROOM HOUSE OR MO-
BILE HOME TO RENT 
in Union County. Nothing 
fancy, but must be pet friend-
ly, in a country setting. Call 
(618)-614-2886.

4-5gpc

Yard    
Sale

UNION COUNTY 
GUIDELINES 

PERTAINING TO 
YARD/GARAGE SALES:

1. Social Distancing must 
be exercised.

2. Please wear a mask 
and/or other protective 
clothing.

3. No more than 10 peo-
ple at one time permitted.

tfn

*CLEARANCE SALE:*
REPPERT'S OFFICE 

SUPPLY, 
112 LAFAYETTE 
STREET, ANNA.

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

File Folders, Cards, 
Stamps, 

Lots of Misc. Supplies. 
All Sales Final.

tfn

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Gravel & Sand

(618)-833-6197 or
(618)-697-0453

gptfn

TINY MIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION:

Matthew Pearson, Owner
(618)-201-5323

Licensed • Insured
• NO Job TOO BIG 
or TOO SMALL •

We Make Your Tiny 
Dreams Mighty!

tfn

PuBlic 
notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Anna Community 
Consolidated District #37

Thursday, January 14, 
2021 5:30 PM

The Board of Education 
of Anna Community Consol-
idated District #37 will hold a 
Public Hearing on Thursday, 
January 14, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. 
in the lower cafeteria at Anna 
Junior High School located 
at 301 South Green Street, 
Anna, Illinois.

The purpose of said hear-
ing will be to receive public 
comment regarding a waiver 
pertaining to non-resident 
tuition for students whose 
parents are district employees 
that will be submitted to the 
Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation and for consideration 
of other items listed on the 
meeting agenda. 

Grant Capel, President 
Board of Education Anna 
District #37

Pam Needling, 
Secretary Board of 

Education Anna 
District #37

4g

NOTICE

Preston Levee & Drainage 
District will be accepting 
bids for mowing. The suc-
cessful candidate must have 
their own Worker's Comp 
Insurance and must attend 
the bid meeting for details 
on Tuesday, January 19, at 
12:30 p.m. in the Wolf Lake 
Community Center.

4gp-5g

NOTICE

Clear Creek Levee & 
Drainage District will be 
accepting bids for mowing. 
The successful candidate 
must have their own Worker's 
Comp Insurance and must 
attend the bid meeting for 
details on Tuesday, March 17, 
at 12:30 p.m. in the Wolf Lake 
Community Center.

4gp-5g

TAKE NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 

2016-00064

TO: CHARLES DISEL 
SERVICE, 

CHARLES R. SMITH 
FARMS INC., 

CURRENT RESIDENT,
LANCE 

MEISENHEIMER 
(UNION COUNTY 

CLERK) 
AND ALL UNKNOWN 

OWNERS, HEIRS,
AND INTERESTED 

PARTIES:

A Petition for a Tax Deed 
on the premises described 
below has been filed in the 
Circuit court of UNION 
County, Illinois, as Case No. 
18-TX-3 (Y) 3.0 Acres m/l; 
Part of the South Half of the 
Northwest Quarter & Part of 
the East Half of the Southwest 
Quarter South of the Road, 
Section 12 Twp 12S Rng 
3W, described as follows: 
Commencing at the Southeast 

Corner of said Northwest 
Quarter, thence South 1 de-
gree 17' 21" West along the 
North/South center line of 
said Section 21 a distance of 
701.02 feet to the Southerly 
right of way of Co. Highway 
13, thence Northwesterly 
along the said right of way 
line on a curve to the right of 
radius 990.37 feet a distance 
along the arc of 422.96 feet, 
thence North 46 degrees 58' 
West along the said right of 
way line a distance of 933.30 
feet to the point of beginning, 
thence South 43 degrees 02' 
West a distance of 208.71 feet, 
thence North 46 degrees 58' 
28" West a distance of 626.13 
feet, thence North 43 degrees 
East a distance of 208.71 
feet to the Southerly road of 
way line of Co. Highway 13, 
thence Southeasterly along 
the said road of way on a 
curve to the right of radius 
4372.46 feet a distance along 
the arc of 27.06 feet thence 
South 46 degrees 58' East 
along the said road of way 
line a distance of 599.07 
feet to point of beginning; as 
recorded Doc#196612 dated 
7/22/1991; 12-3W Township, 
Union County, Illinois and 
any building thereon and their 
contents, if any Common 
address: 4865 State Forest 
Road, Wolf Lake; 12-3W 
Township, Union County, 
Illinois and any building 
thereon and their contents, 
if any.

Property Index No. 11-
12-06-943

Said Property was sold on 
May 30, 2018 for General 
taxes for the tax year 2016. 
The period of redemption 
will expire on April 1, 2021. 
On April 7, 2021 at 9:00 
AM, the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in 
said County for an Order for 

Tax Deed should the said real 
estate not be redeemed.

WILLIAM E. GROOME, 
Petitioner

2-4g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 21st day of December, 
2020, under the Assumed 
Name of Lane Co. Boutique 
with the place of business 
located at 303 S. Jefferson, 
Cobden, Illinois 62920 and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Mackenzie Laird
303 S. Jefferson Street

Cobden, IL 62920
2-4gc

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given pur-
suant to "An Act in relation to 
the use of an Assumed Name 
in the conduct or Transaction 
of Business in the State," as 
Amended that a certification 
was filed by the undersigned 

with the County Clerk of 
Union County. Filed this 
28th day of December, 2020, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Custom Craft Woodworking 
with the place of business 
located at 4590 Burns Road, 
Dongola, Illinois 62926 and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Ethan J. Hostetter
4590 Burns Road

Dongola, IL 62926
3-5gc

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF 
WILLIAM L. 

MUSGRAVE, SR.,  
IN PROBATE
DECEASED.

NO. 2020-P-48 

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of Wil-
liam L. Musgrave, Sr., of 104 
Thomas Drive, Cobden, IL 
62920. Letters of Office were 
issued on December 18, 2020, 
to Randy Musgrave, 215 Ap-
ple Lane, Anna, IL 62906, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Judith A. Ray, 215 
Apple Lane, Anna, IL 62906.

Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 

of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 West Market, Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on or 
before January 29, 2021, or 
if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State 
of Illinois, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claim not 
filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the Executor and to the 
attorneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:  December 27, 
2020.

RANDY MUSGRAVE

JUDITH A. RAY
ATTORNEY NO.  6287164

ATTORNEY FOR 
PETITIONER

215 APPLE LANE
ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906

PHONE:  618-713-5450
4-6g

The Gazette-Democrat
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Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
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Per inch .................................................$12.50

May 2020: Cobden High School graduates celebrated
The community gathered Friday evening, May 15, to celebrate the Cobden High School graduating 

class of 2020. A senior graduation parade was held in the Union County village. The schedule for 2020 
commencement ceremonies at Union County schools was impacted significantly by the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic. Members of the Cobden High School class of 2020 were dressed in their caps 
and gowns for the parade. The route for the event was the one followed by the annual Cobden Peach 
Festival parade, which has been held for many years. The parade route was from the high school and 
through the village. Many people gathered along the parade route to salute the graduates. And many 
of those along the route displayed signs which congratulated the graduates.

April 2020: Lighting up the night for the class of 2020
Shawnee School District No. 84 held a special event for its seniors with the help of local firefighters 

and rescue workers. On Friday night, April 24, Shawnee High School at Wolf Lake participated in the 
national #bethelight campaign, a movement honoring the high school class of 2020, who have had 
their senior year disrupted by the coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic. Fire trucks, ambulances and other 
emergency vehicles lined up in front of the school and sounded their sirens for 20 minutes starting 
at 8:20 p.m. (20:20) for the class of 2020. Seniors drove through the circle drive in front of the school 
building, carrying signs and honking horns. Members of the Shawnee faculty were on hand to give out 
gift bags to all the seniors. Photo by Benjamin Marxer.



Kay McRaven
Kay McRaven, 76, of 

Anna, died Tuesday, Dec. 
29, 2020, at her home. 

She was born on Feb. 4, 
1944, in Anna, the daughter 
of George Franklin and Mag-
dalene Elizabeth Holshouser 
Whiteside. 

She married Allen McRa-
ven on March 9, 1973, in 
Johnson County. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Allen McRaven; 
siblings Janet (Wayne) Mears 
of Anna, Janice (Curt) Shan-
non of Jonesboro and Wayne 
(Doris) Whiteside of Anna; many nieces and nephews; 
other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; and by a 
stepson, Keith McRaven.

She was an advocate and volunteer for PAST Historical 
Society and St. Anne’s Church in Anna, as well as for 
many other organizations. She also volunteered at the 
Union County Hospital in Anna.

Graveside funeral services were at 1 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
1, at Jonesboro Cemetery, with Bill Littrell officiating. 
Interment immediately followed. 

Memorials can be made to the American Cancer So-
ciety. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Colonel Ike Hawk Jr.
Colonel Ike Hawk Jr. died 

at 10:45 p.m. on Dec. 2, 
2020, at Southeast Hospital 
in Cape Girardeau, surround-
ed by his family.

He was preceded in death 
by both of his parents, Col-
onel Hawk Sr. of Cobden 
and Ruth Hawk of Cobden; 
a brother-in-law, Harley Ut-
zinger of Peoria; and one son, 
Todd Alan Hawk of Cayuga.

He is survived by one 
brother, Darrell and Diane 
of Cobden; one sister, Diane 
Utzinger of Peoria; and his 
children, Annette and Dale Hoerr of Peo-
ria, Tammy and Donnie of Peoria, Colonel 
Alex Hawk II of Cayuga, William and 
Dana Hawk of Kingman, Ind., and Ruth Neher of Cayuga; 
eight grandchildren, Sgt. Joseph Colson and Katie of Fort 
Benning, Ga., Jesse Howell of Farmer City, Haley Saly-
ers of Peoria, Adison Hawk of Kingman, Chase, Emma, 
Isaac and Kaden, all of Cayuga, Ind.; and six great-grand-
children, Aiden, Bentley and Raylynn Lakeland of Fort 
Benning, Ga., Emmalynn and Eduardo Perez; and many 
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Hawk worked for G&G Mobile Homes for many 
years and for Royal Mobile Homes. He owned several 
businesses while he lived in Cobden from 1979 to 2004.

Edgar ‘Ed’ R. Johnson
Edgar “Ed” R. Johnson, 

85, of Wickliffe, Ky., and for-
merly of Anna, died Monday, 
Dec. 28, 2020, at the Lifecare 
Center of La Center, Ky. 

He was born on Oct. 28, 
1935, in Miller City, the son 
of Marshall and Mabel Dover 
Johnson. 

He married June Brown on 
April 28, 1956, in Apopka, 
Fla. She preceded him in 
death in October 2018.

Mr. Johnson is survived 
by his children, Guy (Yvette) 
Johnson of Wickliffe, Ky., 
and Tammy (Bill) Stubbs of Celestine, Ind.; 
grandchildren Crystal Villar, William R. 
Stubbs, Ellen Stubbs, Lexi Johnson and Eli 
Johnson; great-grandchildren Kimberly Villar and Bristol 
Persinger; a brother, Russell (Judy) Johnson of Jonesboro; 
a sister, Cheryl Appleberry of Peoria; other relatives and 
many friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, June 
Johnson; and a son, Jimmy Dale Johnson.

Mr. Johnson served in the U.S. Air Force. He served 
during the Korean War.

He genuinely loved people. He was the leader of his 
family and loved spending time with them. He really 
enjoyed spending time fishing as well. 

Funeral services were at noon Thursday, Dec. 31, at 
the New Beginnings Community Worship Center, with 
Pastor Guy Johnson officiating. Interment was in the 
Anna Cemetery.  

Memorials can be made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Bill Newton
Bill Newton, 70, of Gorev-

ille, and formerly of Cobden, 
died Wednesday, Dec. 23, 
2020, at St. Louis University 
Hospital in St. Louis.

Mr. Newton was born on 
Feb. 24, 1950, in Anna, the 
son of Byford and Verla 
Billingsley Newton.  

He graduated from An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School in 1968. He 
retired from working for the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation. 

He enjoyed cooking, attending sporting events, spend-
ing time with his friends, and especially cherished the time 
he spent with his girls.  He was a member of the Masonic 
Lodge No. 627 in Buncombe. 

Survivors include his four daughters and their families: 
Kandi Starkweather of Cave Creek, Ariz., and her daugh-
ter, Maci Wagley and her husband, Luis (their children, 
Payton and Saylor) and her son, Bayli Duff; Brandi Karnes 
and her husband, Jason of Herrin, and their children, 
Chance and Presli Karnes; Dusty Palmer and her husband, 
Donald of Pinckneyville, and their children, Dylln, Dustin 
and Daci; and Ashley Newton and her husband, Levi 
Lanpher of St. Louis and their daughter Leighton Lanpher. 

He is also survived by his brother, Buckshot Newton; 
two sisters, Dena Johnson and Rita Belcher; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews, other relatives and many wonderful 
friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents and by one 
brother, Rodger Joe Newton.

Per his wishes, cremation rites were accorded at Crain 
Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro.  

His family held a graveside memorial service for family 
and friends on Saturday, Jan. 2, at Mt. Hebron Cemetery, 
Lick Creek.

Memorials can be made for the education of his grand-
children. He loved his grandchildren and their success was 
of utmost importance to him. Memorials can be made to: 
Bill Newton Memorial Fund, 1413 Summer Dr., Herrin, 

Ill. 62948.
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-

boro was in charge of arrangements.

Wanda Marie Hase
Wanda Marie Hase, 89, 

of Anna, went to her eternal 
home on Dec. 29, 2020, at 
Southeast Hospital in Cape 
Girardeau.

She was born on Feb. 
17, 1931, in Crainville, the 
daughter of Herman and Effie 
Greenrod Dunaway.

She married Harold “Ju-
nior” Hase on June 5, 1949, 
in Ullin. He preceded her in 
death on March 29, 2011.

She was a member of the 
First Baptist Church in Don-
gola.  

She enjoyed many things. 
She loved being outside whether it be fishing or working 
in her flower and vegetable gardens.  

When living at The Voyage (River to River) in Anna, 
she was instrumental in starting and maintaining the many 
flower gardens that are still enjoyed by the residents today.  

Her artistic talent was one that she enjoyed sharing with 
others. She was a beautiful artist and she blessed all of 
her family and many friends with paintings.  

Also, she sewed, quilted, crocheted, made cards, and 
loved to weave baskets.  She enjoyed sharing her projects 
with anyone that visited her. She also inherited her fam-
ily’s music ability and enjoyed singing.

She helped on the family farm when her children were 
young, but as they grew, she owned and operated an up-
holstery shop in Perks.  

She also drove the school bus for Southern Seven.  She 
retired after working for almost 20 years at the Choate 
Mental Health and Developmental Center in Anna. 

She is survived by two daughters, Janet (Jerry) Cruse 
and Joyce (Marion) Hill of Dongola; one son, Jerry 
(Sheila) Hase of Anna; six grandchildren, Lane (Dee) 
Cruse, Stacy Hill, Leslie (Stanley) Treat, Erica (Rodger) 
Goines, Heath Hase and Heston (Alysha) Hase; nine 
great-grandchildren, Ashton (Jake) Casey, Dalen and Evan 
Treat, Raegan and Riley Cruse, Garrett and Avery Goines, 
Claira and Rhett Hase; two great-great-grandchildren, 
Aliyah and Paisley Casey; two brothers, Raleigh (Cheryl) 
Dunaway and Leon Dunaway; brother-in-law, Bob (Barb) 
Hase; many cousins, nieces, nephews and other relatives.

She was preceded in death by her husband; her parents; 
a brother, Jim Dunaway; and a sister, Deloris Peeler Reed. 

A pass-through was held Saturday, Jan. 2, from 10 a.m. 
to noon at Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro.

Funeral services for Wanda Hase were private.  Inter-
ment was in Friendship Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to the Harvest Church food pan-
try or to PAWS and will be accepted at the funeral home.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge 
of arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.
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Obituaries

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Guests of Dolores Reyn-
olds of Reynoldsville for 
a traditional New Year’s 
dinner were Greg and 
Amy Reynolds, Jackie 
and Jay Jennings, Justin 
and Gracie Wilson, all of 
Reynoldsville, Jessie, An-
drew Rhiannon and Lane 
Livesay, and Rodney and 
Vicki Reynolds, all of Wolf 
Lake.

Barb and Edwin Live-
say of Anna visited with 
Dolores Reynolds on New 
Year’s Eve.

Sunday, Jan. 3, Rodney 
and Vicki Reynolds were 
lunch guests of Dolores 
Reynolds. Justin Wilson 
and Greg Reynolds visited 
in the afternoon.

Brad and Lori Pender 
of Jonesboro and Kristin 
Pender and friend Justin of 
Indiana visited New Year’s 
Day with Fred and Maxine 
Pender of Fair City. Masks 
and social distancing were 
used.

Thank you to Maxine 
and Fred Pender for re-

newing their subscription 
and giving me the credit 
for The Gazette-Democrat.

Shirley Miller of Mc-
Clure visited over the 
Christmas holidays with 
David and Kristy Miller of 
St. Charles, Mo.

Shirley Miller, Penny 
and Kerry Hill of Mc-
Clure and David and Kristy 
Miller enjoyed Christmas 
dinner at the home of Julie, 
Eric and Tessa Burtin of St. 
Peters, Mo.

Penny Hill and David 
and Kristy Miller were 
guests of Shirley Miller 
for lunch last Wednesday.

Ryan Wachter of Jones-
boro visited last Thursday 
with Sue and Steve Eudy.

You are invited to at-
tend services at Reynolds-
ville Missionary Baptist 
Church. Sunday School is 
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday morn-
ing worship service is at 
10:30 a.m. Sunday evening 
worship service is at 6 p.m. 
Rev. Jamie Bridgeman is 
the pastor. 

Joyce Wandalein Cates
Joyce Wandalein Cates, 89, of Anna, died Sunday, Jan. 

3, at the home of her daughter, Donna Cates, of Baton 
Rouge, La.

Funeral arrangements were pending at press time.

Kendra Dobbs
Kendra Dobbs, 61, of Maryville, and formerly of Anna, 

died Saturday, Dec. 26, 2020, at the Elmwood Nursing 
Home in Maryville.  

She was born on March 8, 1959, in Georgia. 
Graveside funeral services were Tuesday, Jan. 5, at the 

Anna Cemetery. Interment immediately followed. 
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Donald Rangel
Donald Rangel, 64, of Anna, died Friday, Jan. 1, 2021, 

at Southeast Hospital in Cape Girardeau.
He was born on Sept. 21, 1956, in Peoria, the son of 

Consuela Rangel.
There will be no services held.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Gary L. Townzen Sr.
Gary L. Townzen Sr., 74,of Anna, died 

Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2020, at his home. 
He was born on Aug. 31, 1946, in Gran-

ite City, the son of Carl and Irene White 
Townzen. 

He married Bridget Ashmore in 2007.
Mr. Townzen is survived by his wife, Bridget Townzen; 

children Kristina (Jonas) Townzen-Tindall and Gary L. 
Townzen Jr.; step-children, Devan Hooks, William Bailey 
Jr. and Falon Savage; grandchildren Garrett Townzen, 
Gavin Hooks, Tye Bender, Bailey Hooks, Jaicey Hooks, 
Zaidey Hooks, Faith Lane, and Courtney Bailey; a 
great-grandchild, Paizley Smith; a brother, Mark (De-
nise) Townzen; sisters-in-law JoAnn Townzen, Dixie 
(Bob) Ventura and Shawna Ashmore; brothers-in-law Joe 
Lucking and Steve (Sandy) Ashmore; his mother-in-law, 
Joyce Ashmore; nieces, nephews, cousins; other relatives 
and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; by two broth-
ers, Carl Townzen and Brian Townzen; and by a sister, 
Beverly Lucking.

Mr. Townzen served in the U.S. Air Force. 
There will be no services at this time.  
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

THANK YOU
The family of

Jennifer (Jenny) Betts
would like to thank everyone 
for all the thoughts and 
prayers, cards and flowers 
during this time of our loss.

4GPC

With Sincere thankS
The Family of

Millie McGrath
Would like to sincerely thank our rela-
tives and friends for the expressions of 
sympathy given to us on the death of 
our wife, mother and grandmother.
To all who supported us with cooking, 
flowers, cards, and to all who attended 
the memorial service, you will always 
be remembered during this difficult 
time.

Mike, Courtney, Andy, John, Matt,
Tim, Phillip and grandchildren.

4GC

Obituaries Online 
annanews.com
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LAWN CARE 

SERVICES
(618) 833-4956

P.O. Box 232 • Goreville, IL 62939

(618) 995-2670

Dave's Heating, Cooling

    & Electric
24 Hour Service

Residential - Commercial

FREE Estimates - Licensed - Insured

2900 State Route 127 S. • Jonesboro, IL

(618) 833-6400

David Agne, Owner

400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL 62952

Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed

Orchard Supplies

Home & Garden

Auto 
WashPhi

llip
s'

4 Hand Wash and 1 Automatic Bay

164 E. Vienna St. • Anna

GURLEY & SON

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

 Anna, IL Carbondale, IL Metropolis, IL

 833-5211 457-1922 524-8511

Carlos Gurley 
Bumper Gurley

Alex N. Belcher
Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker

400 New Hope Road

Buncombe, IL 62912www.ollisauction.com

Office: (618) 833-2227

Toll Free: (800) 272-9791

Fax: (618) 833-3377

Email: alex@ollisauction.com

Terry & Tina Riley • P.O. Box 127 • Anna, IL 62906

618-833-9225 • Parts Dept. 800-329-2632

Family Owned & Operated

We PRINT to please . . . (618) 833-1883 ext. 24
t-shirts • sport bags • sweat-suit garments

team uniforms • school collectibles

sign products and more!

pleasing our

customers for 

over 10 years!

Open:

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Custom Processing and Retail Meats

Deer Processing October 1 through January 30

Jason Martin, Owner

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906 • 833-5986

Try advertising on our 

"Business Board"

Let us make a difference 

for your business!

TELETHER
APY

Help from tHe comfort of your Home

Thomas R. CaspeR LCpC

licensed clinical counselor

certified tele counselor

618-534-1485

cHildren, adolescents and adults 10/20PD

Pandemic response, budget, Black Caucus 
agenda on table for ‘lame duck’ session

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Illi-

nois lawmakers will return 
to the capital city on Friday 
for a “lame duck” session 
that is expected to focus on 
the state’s COVID-19 re-
sponse, a nearly $4 billion 
budget deficit and a host 
of social issues being ad-
vanced by the Legislative 
Black Caucus.

House Speaker Michael 
Madigan’s office notified 
the chamber’s members of 
the plans in an email sent 
Wednesday, Dec. 30. 

Senate President Don 
Harmon has not officially 
announced his plans, but 
his spokesman said in an 
email over the weekend 
that senators have been ad-
vised to hold the dates open 
in the event lawmakers are 
called back into session.

Lawmakers haven’t met 
since late May when they 
held an abbreviated special 
session to pass a budget 
and a few other items that 
were considered essential. 

The regular fall veto 
session, which had been 
scheduled for late Novem-
ber and early December, 
was canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The budget that law-
makers passed during that 
special session with only 
Democratic votes was 
about $5 billion out of 
balance. 

But it was passed on the 
assumption that Congress 
would soon pass a stimulus 
package that would include 
aid to struggling state and 
local governments and that 
voters in November would 
approve a constitutional 
amendment to allow the 
state to levy a graduated 
income tax. Neither of 
those two things happened.

In November, Demo-
cratic Gov. JB Pritzker 
announced plans to borrow 
$2 billion from the Fed-
eral Reserve’s Municipal 
Liquidity Facility to cover 
revenue losses the state has 
suffered since the start of 
the pandemic. 

That was in addition to 
the $1.2 billion the state 
borrowed to make up for 
revenue losses at the end 
of the last fiscal year.

In addition, in Decem-
ber he ordered more than 
$700 million in spending 
cuts from executive branch 
agencies. But that still 
leaves the state more than 
$1 billion short of what it 
needs to balance the cur-
rent year’s budget.

Republicans, who have 
been clamoring for months 
for lawmakers to return 
to session, said during a 
virtual news conference 
Monday that they believe 
Democrats want to use the 
lame duck session to push 
through a tax increase to 
fill the budget hole.

“They refused to listen to 
our warnings over and over 

again,” said House Minori-
ty Leader Jim Durkin, of 
Western Springs. 

“And now, after voters 
just sent the Democrats a 
message, Madigan and his 
cohorts will be trying to 
sneak a tax increase – yes, 
sneak a tax increase – into 
the lame duck session.”

Pritzker has said in the 
past that he would consider 
closing certain business 
tax “loopholes” in order to 
raise additional revenue, 
but more recently he has 
said that he wants to focus 
on spending cuts.

Madigan, meanwhile, 
said in December that he 
was prepared to push for 
an increase in the state’s 
flat income tax rate, should 
Pritzker propose one. But 
Pritzker has given no in-
dication that he plans to 
make such a proposal.

Rep. Greg Harris, of 
Chicago, the House Major-
ity Leader, did not immedi-
ately respond Monday to a 
request for comment about 
his plans for the special 
session.

In addition to dealing 
with the budget crisis, law-
makers may also consider 
measures regarding the 
state’s overall pandemic 
response, which so far 
has been managed almost 
exclusively out of the gov-
ernor’s office.

Many lawmakers, par-
ticularly Republicans, 
have expressed frustra-
tion during the pandemic 

that they have had no role 
in making decisions that 
involve closing schools, 
restaurants and bars or im-
posing limits on gathering 
sizes.

“We can stop allowing 
Gov. Pritzker to run this 
state unilaterally by exec-
utive order,” Durkin said 
Monday. 

“We can fix the state’s 
broken unemployment in-
surance system that still is 
barely functioning near-
ly a year later, resulting 
in thousands of families 
struggling to put food on 
the table each day.”

Also likely to be on the 
agenda is a long list of 
policy initiatives being 
pushed by members of the 
Illinois Legislative Black 
Caucus focusing on racial 
and social justice issues 
that were thrust into the 
forefront following the 
killing of George Floyd by 
Minneapolis police officers 
in May.

The session is scheduled 
to begin Friday, Jan. 8, and 
could run until Jan. 13, 
when the 102nd General 
Assembly will convene to 
inaugurate new members.

Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonparti-
san news service covering 
state government and dis-
tributed to more than 400 
newspapers statewide. It 
is funded primarily by the 
Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation.

Public health officials 
address concerns about
toxic drug combinations

Over the counter medica-
tions are useful in fighting 
cold and flu. 

But if you’re not careful 
with how you take them, that 
cough or sniffle could morph 
into something much worse, 
Southern Seven Health De-
partment advises.

Southern Seven reports 
that the Illinois Poison Cen-
ter has alerted the public to 
dangerous drug combinations 
that could interact poorly 
with certain medications.  

The health department 
says that when reaching for 
over the counter, OTC, med-
ications, you can stay safe 
and alleviate the burden on 
health care providers during 
the pandemic by avoiding 
three potentially toxic drug 
combinations:

Dextromethorphan and 
Psychiatric Medication

Dextromethorphan is a 
cough suppressant found in 
most OTC cough syrups.  

When taken with certain 
psychiatric drugs, it could 
cause a dangerous spike in 
serotonin levels to the brain.  

Possible symptoms in-
clude headaches, confusion, 
nausea, sweating and rapid 
heart rate.

Decongestants and Anti-
depressants

Pseudoephedrine and 
phenylephrine are common 
ingredients in decongestants.  

These should not be taken 
with monoamine oxidase 
inhibitors, MAOI.  

The combination of these 
drugs can lead to a potentially 
fatal rapid increase in blood 
pressure.  

Zinc and Antiretroviral 
HIV Medications

Zinc, a popular supple-
ment, can limit the efficacy 
of HIV medications.  

“Many people don’t real-
ize the medications in their 
medicine cabinet could be 
incredibly dangerous if taken 
the wrong way,” says Illinois 
Poison Control, IPC, assistant 
vice president Carol DesLau-
riers.

“I can’t stress enough how 
important it is to carefully 
read instructions and consult a 
medical professional if you’re 
unsure.”  

“During the pandemic, 
it’s more critical that we re-
duce stress on our healthcare 
providers,” says Dr. Michael 
Wahl, who is IPC’s medical 
director.

“By avoiding hazardous 
drug combinations, we can 
keep patients safe at home and 
prevent unnecessary trips to 
the emergency room.”

Since there are many po-
tentially dangerous medica-
tion combinations, Southern 
Seven recommends checking 
with your doctor before taking 
any over the counter drugs.  

Contact 911 or your doctor 
immediately if you experi-
ence a sudden change in heart 
rate, blood pressure, breathing 
or other unexplained reaction 
following ingestion.

You can also contact the 
IPC helpline at 1-800-222-
1222. IPC experts are avail-
able 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year including holidays.  

To learn more, contact 
Southern Seven Health De-
partment at 618-634-2297. 
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

By Jim Nowlan
The Paul Simon Public Policy Institute at Southern 

Illinois University asked me to do some noodling about 
the future of Illinois. I have mentioned this to several 
friends. The responses – a roll of the eyes; a belly laugh; 
a retort that it is too late to do anything about Illinois. 
Nobody has responded that it is a good use of my time, 
needs to be done.

Few, it seems, give a whit about our state. Why might 
this be so?

In the late 19th century, Illinois was the fastest grow-
ing state in the nation. Twenty-seven million people from 
around the world were dazzled by the White City on Chi-
cago’s lakefront, the 1893 World Columbian Exposition. 

We had some swagger then, and maybe so up to the 
post-war period of my childhood, as synergies between 
city and fertile countryside made our state one of the rich-
est. But now, we’re in a funk.

There is no “Eyes of Texas Are upon You” to rally us, to 
bring folks out of their chairs in unison and pride. There is 
a real sense of statehood in Texas, which we lack, maybe 
because Illinois isn’t a natural community. 

We are a state of regions: Chicago, of course; the ’burbs; 
Southern Illinois; western Illinois; and so on. When trav-
eling overseas, we aren’t “from Illinois,” but more often 
from “near Chicago.” We’re not alone; many states share 
similar regional divisions; think of Tennessee, New York.

Illinois does have big problems: a deadbeat state gov-
ernment, drowning in deficits and debt. Illinois also has 
a reputation across the country as being one of the most 
corrupt states. All of which dampens interest in doing 
business here.

Yet Illinois has great strengths. “In each of the five criti-
cal Rs – roads, rails, runways, rivers and routers,” boasts 
prominent Effingham entrepreneur Jim Schultz, “Illinois 
is in the top three among the 50 states.”

In addition, Illinois has a strong system of public and 
private colleges and universities, especially vibrant at the 
graduate research institution level, critical to innovation 
and discovery in the future. For example, Marc Andreesen 
and colleagues at the University of Illinois basically in-
vented internet web browsing, central to everyday lives 
the world over.

And of course, Illinois is in the middle of the nation; our 
goods can reach much of the nation in a day’s time. Our 
per capita personal income is also comfortably above the 
national average; if our economy were that of a nation, 
we would rank 19th or so in the world.

Based on this, we should have some swagger. But we 
don’t.

In addition to beating on ourselves for so long about 
our negatives, a self-fulfilling prophecy, we simply have 
never – never-ever – thought about our future. I have 
scoured our history, and I cannot find a single illustration 
of Illinois ever having done any comprehensive, long-
term thinking. There is, for sure, much thinking about 
metropolitan Chicago, but not about the state, which has 
different functions from local governments.

Maybe it’s because we have always practiced meat-and-
potatoes politics, where elected officials focus laser-like 
on simply getting to next year, and getting re-elected in 
two. We’ll worry about the future when it arrives.

Long-term thinking about a positive future doesn’t, of 
course, make it so. Yet such a process can build goal posts 
to shoot for, and measure our progress as we go. This is 
what the impressive former Gov. Mitch Daniels famously 
did in Indiana, with his dashboard of key indicators, to 
which he held his team accountable.

We have been in a funk so long, I think our problems 
in Illinois are basically psychological, even more than 
political. We need to rally ourselves around our strengths.

One small example: Have our Illinois arts and humani-
ties councils hold a competition among our songwriters 
to come up with a catchy, upbeat tune about Illinois, one 
we can all hum along to. “By thy rivers gently flowing...” 
just doesn’t cut it. Don’t laugh – sparks of life, emotion 
and passion drive achievement.

Second, bring together the half dozen-plus fine think 
tanks at our public universities and in the nonprofit sec-
tor. Have their scholars gaze out the window and brood 
about the problems – and potential – of the future. Set up 
some goal posts.

Then, recruit champions for Illinois from the top rungs 
of business, labor, and civic life to lead us to some swag-
ger, once again.

We are, after all, the Land of Lincoln. We have a lot 
to live up to.

Jim Nowlan voted for the new Illinois income tax in 
1969, as a freshman House member. A former senior fellow 
at the University of Illinois Institute of Government and 
Public Affairs, Nowlan has worked for three unindicted 
Illinois governors.

Land of Lincoln
has lot to live up to

Frozen in time? This turtle was seen in the water at the pond at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in 
Jonesboro on the final day of 2020.

Oh, no...not another picture of a turtle...
A few weeks ago, way back in the final days of 2020, I 

shared a photograph of a turtle in this space. At the time, 
I figured the image would be that last one of a turtle that 
you folks would get to see for 2020. 

The photograph was taken at the pond at the Lincoln 
Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro. As you have 
probably figured out by now, I pay frequent visits to the 
picnic grounds.

Often, I am the only person there. Especially when the 
weather is cold. Or really hot. Or rainy. Or snowy. Just 
depends.

My visits to the picnic grounds have been a part of my 
Thursday routine for the last few years. The visits were one 
resolution for a new year which I actually kept. Seemed 
like a good way to spend just a little bit of time outdoors 
during a very busy day.

The visits also give me a chance, occasionally, to spend 
some time chatting with Abraham Lincoln. Well, a statue 
of Mr. Lincoln. And, no, I don’t really chat with the statue. 
At least that’s the story I’m going with.

Around March or so of last year, my routine was dis-
rupted a little bit. Seems there was a pandemic going on. 
Wasn’t going to last for long, though. Of course, the fact 
that I couldn’t go for a walk at the picnic grounds wasn’t 
really that big of a deal, given what some people have had 
to experience during the pandemic.

Still, it was nice to be able to resume the visits, just 
when the weather started to get warmer. That was when 
I could start shooting photographs with turtles in them.

I’m not quite sure why I like shooting photographs of 
turtles. Maybe it’s nice to see critters which just don’t 
seem to have any concerns in the world, other than trying 
to enjoy the warmth of a nice, sunny day.

Anyway, on the 10th day of the last month of the year 
2020, I happened to pay a visit to the picnic grounds. 
Much to my surprise, I actually saw a turtle basking in 
the warm sunshine. 

Truth be told, maybe I should not have been surprised 
all that much. That’s because on December 10, 2020, 
the high temperature was an almost balmy 67 degrees in 
Union County land.

I shot some photos of the turtle, bid the critter adieu, 
and figured I had seen the last of these aquatic reptiles for 
the year. After all, smart turtles would find a snug bed of 
mud where they could spend the cold of winter, and then 
come back out when things warm up again.

Wrong.
On the 31st day of December, I made my last visit of 

2020 to the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds. On the 
final day of a year that a lot of us would probably like 
to forget, the temperature certainly was not 67 degrees. 
Somewhere in the 30s, I think. 

I did my usual stroll around the pond, meandering 
clockwise from the main parking lot. That’s the direction 
I usually go. Don’t know why. Just do.

About halfway around the pond, I looked down in 
the water. And did a second take. Just under the surface, 
there it was.

Yup. A turtle.
The critter wasn’t moving. It just seemed to be suspend-

ed in the water. I took some photos. The turtle remained 
still. I finished my walk and headed back to the car, and 
the real world. 

And now, I can say with complete confidence, that on 
the final day of 2020, I had indeed seen the last turtle I was 
going to seen at the pond at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic 
Grounds. And, I can also say with complete confidence, 
that the photo you are seeing this week will be the last 
photo of a turtle taken by yours truly during 2020 that you 
will get to see. Really.

That being said, can I tell you about the lizard The 
Other Half met last weekend while doing some work in 
her garden? Just one lizard. And she didn’t see any turtles.

The Other Half was a little bit surprised to find 
a skink while doing some work in her garden last 
weekend.

Pine cone silhouette
A pine cone appeared to be hanging like an 

ornament on a Christmas tree when it was seen 
in a silhouette created by the light of a nearly full 
moon on a recent December evening.

VFW, Auxiliary plan drive-thru
fish fry, pork steak dinner

A drive-thru fish fry and a drive-thru pork steak din-
ner are planned at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll 
P. Foster Post No. 3455. The post is located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna.

Fish Fry
The VFW plans to serve a drive-thru fish fry dinner 

on Friday, Jan. 8. Serving is scheduled from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.

The menu will include fish, potato salad, baked beans, 
a pickle, and hush puppies for a donation of $10.

Fish only will be available for a donation of $2 per 
piece.

Those who would like to order a meal are asked to call 
833-5182 before noon on Jan. 8 to make reservations for 
pick up.

The VFW asks those who pick up meals to have the cor-
rect change; no credit cards or debit cards can be accepted.

Pork Steak Dinner
The Auxiliary to the VFW plans to serve a drive-thru 

pork steak dinner on Monday, Jan. 11. Serving is sched-
uled from 4:30 p.m. until 6 p.m.

The menu will include thick cut pork steak, a baked 
potato, green beans and dessert for a $10 donation.

Those who would like to order a meal are asked to call 
833-5182 no later than 8 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 10, to make 
reservations for pick up.

The Auxiliary asks those who pick up meals to have 
the correct change; no credit cards or debit cards can be 
accepted.

The Anna VFW and its Auxiliary continue to thank 
the community for its support during this difficult time.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
From Thursday, January 7, 1971

A group of more than 50 businessmen and property 
owners along the proposed highway to be constructed 
from the intersection of Routes 146 and 51, east of Anna, 
to the Iron Kettle, attended the Anna City Council meeting 
Tuesday evening, Jan. 5.

Readers, shivering in the low temperatures being re-
corded in the Union County area, may take some comfort 
in the knowledge that last year on January 6, the recording 
stood at four degrees above zero, and January 7, the low 
was zero. The low for the week was 8 Wednesday morning, 
Jan. 6, and the high was 55 Monday, Jan. 4.

The Annual Vegetable Growers School sponsored by the 
Cooperative Extension Service will be held on Tuesday, 
Jan. 19, in the Farm Bureau Building at Jonesboro.

Illinois Fruit Growers Exchange, Cobden, has entered 
a cooperative marketing venture aimed at proving that the 
beauty of apples is more than skin deep. Off-grade apples, 
those that are misshapen or miscolored but otherwise good, 
solid and delicious, will be gathered at a new processing 
facility at Cobden, and then sliced, packed and sold to 
commercial and institutional bakeries. The manager of 
the new facility is Fred Flamm, Cobden. 

The 15th edition of the Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School Invitational Tournament promises to be a 
very attractive display of high school basketball. This 
is the first year for Anna-Jonesboro Community High 
School to have a consolation bracket and it is felt that a 
great deal of added interest will be shown by the addition 
of the consolation round.

Anna Masonic Lodge 520 A.F. & A.M. installed officers 
for the forthcoming year Saturday, Jan. 2, with ceremonies 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.
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