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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Health department update, as of Nov. 16

2,535 COVID-19 cases in seven area counties

In honor of veterans day, 
students in the Cobden 
School District’s FFA chap-
ter and the new Cobden 
Youth and Community Ad-
vocates club wrote letters 
to veterans at the Illinois 
Veterans Home in Anna. 
The students thanked the 
veterans for their service.

***
Students in the Cobden 

School District’s govern-
ment classes participated 
in a mock election project. 
The project concluded with 
a mock debate which was 
live-streamed on YouTube 
into classrooms and to re-
mote learners.

*** 
Good luck to hunters 

who will be participating in 
the upcoming Illinois fire-
arm deer hunting season.

***
Cobden’s 2020 census 

self-response rate was re-
ported to be 60.7 percent.

***
The Cobden Police De-

partment is investigating 
a break-in which occurred 
last week at a building at the 
Cobden Cemetery. Main-
tenance equipment was 
reported to have been taken.

***
A disc golf tournament is 

planned Saturday, Dec. 5, 
at the Cobden Community 
Park.

***
Southern Seven Health 

Department is promoting 
the use of a Fecal Immuno-
chemical Test kit which can 
be used at home to screen 
for colon cancer.

***
Southern Seven Health 

Department also reports 
there are new income guide-
lines for the Women, Infants 
and Children Supplemental 
Nutrition Program, perhaps 
better known as WIC.

***
A reception for a judged 

art competition and exhibi-
tion is scheduled from 2 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 22, at the Anna Arts 
Center.

***
A note to our readers: 

due to the Thanksgiving 
holiday, which is Nov. 26, 
deadlines for next week’s 
paper will be moved up a 
day.

Union County CEO pro-
gram students have been 
posing a couple of ques-
tions to the community 
as part of their work on a 
special project for the up-
coming Christmas holiday 
season.

The questions:
Do you want to support 

your local businesses in 
Union County?  

Wouldn’t you love to 
safely holiday shop from 
your house?  

The answers to both 
questions appear to be a 
resounding “Yes” from the 
community.

This year, the Union 

County CEO program’s 
class business is selling 
gift boxes of local products 
and services for “Christmas 
Around the Community.” 

Currently, the list of  box 
contents includes samples 
of baked goods from Anna 
Baking Company and Da-
vis Pastry, coffeeshop treats 

from Kiki’s and Hebrewz, 
apples from Flamm Or-
chards, a lavender product 
from Shawnee Hills Lav-
ender, honey items from 
C’s Bees, a locally made 
sugar scrub from Lilli of 
the Valley, locally made 
lotion from The Farmer’s 
Granddaughter, lip balm 

from Wildflower Meadow 
All Naturals, along with an 
item from Anna-Jonesboro 
National Bank. With the 
box will be a half gallon of 
Rendleman Orchards cider 
and an envelope of coupons 
and discounts to several lo-
cal businesses.

(continued on page 12)

Union County CEO students
Union County CEO program students include, in the first row, from left, Madi Turner, 

Jaley Watkins, Julia Hall, Kyleigh Matuszewich, Olivia Capel, Aubrey Fisher and Lilli 
Mason. In the second row are Lexie Lingle, Darrian Quick, Nate Baggott, Nate Belcher, 
Maddox Thorpe, Will Halter and Emily White. Photo provided.

Christmas gift box
The Union County CEO program is 

creating and selling “Christmas Around 
the Community” gift boxes.

CEO Christmas boxes feature local products
Motto for class business: ‘A gift FROM the community is a gift TO the community’

Veterans Day commemorated in Union County

A Veterans Day ceremony also was held Wednesday morning, Nov. 11, at the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 near Anna.

A community Veterans Day meet and greet event and ceremony were held Wednesday morning, Nov. 
11, at the veterans memorial at the Cobden Community Park.

Veterans Day during a pandemic year was commemorated with events in Union County on Wednesday, 
Nov. 11. 

Live streamed
community
Thanksgiving
service set

The Union County Alli-
ance of Churches is plan-
ning to have a Thanksgiv-
ing service next week.

As has been the case 
with many activities during 
the ongoing coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
service will be a little bit 
different.

Due to mitigation proto-
cols related to the pandem-
ic, the Thanksgiving service 
will be live streamed on 
YouTube from Mt. Moriah 
Lutheran Church in Anna. 
The service is set for 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 24.

Organizers report that the 
service will follow a ser-
vice which traditionally has 
been held at historic Korn-
thal Church near Jonesboro.

Music during the service 
will be presented by pastors 
from five Union County 
area churches and Carla 
Anderson.

Churches which are 
sharing in the service in-
clude Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church, the First United 
Methodist Church in Anna, 
the First Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church in Anna, 
the First Baptist Church in 
Anna and the First Baptist 
Church in Jonesboro.

The sermon for the ser-
vice will be delivered by 
Dr. David Fischler from the 
First Evangelical Presbyte-
rian Church in Anna.

Southern Seven Health 
Department reported a cu-
mulative total of 2,535 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in its service area as of 
Monday, Nov. 16.

The health department 
serves Union, Alexander, 
Hardin, Johnson, Massac, 
Pope and Pulaski counties.

Southern Seven Health 
Department on Monday 

confirmed a total of 151 
new cases of COVID-19 
in the region it serves in 
Southern Illinois. 

As of Monday, there were 
1,067 active cases in the 
region.

Union County is closing 
in on having 1,000 cases. 
The county had a total of 
950 confirmed cases, as 
of Monday. The county’s 

first case was reported on 
April 14.

The health department 
reported that the newly 
confirmed cases, by county, 
gender and age, included 
(with the total number of 
new cases in parentheses):

Union County (39): 
Three females 10’s, one 
male 10’s, four females 
20’s, one male 20’s, two fe-

males 30’s, two males 30’s, 
four females 40’s, three 
males 40’s, one female 
50’s, two males 50’s, three 
females 60’s, three males 
60’s, three females 70’s, 
three males 70’s, two fe-
males 80’s, two males 90’s.

Alexander County (12): 
One male under 10, one 
male 10, one female 30’s, 
one male 30’s, one female 

40’s, two males 40’s, one 
female 50’s, one male 50’s, 
one female 60’s, two males 
60’s.

Hardin County (11): Two 
females 20’s, one female 
40’s, one female 50’s, one 
male 50’s, two females 
60’s, one male 70’s, one 
female 80’s, one male 80’s, 
one female 90’s. 

(continued on page 2)
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COVID-19 cases in region
(continued from page 1)

Johnson County (31): 
Three females 10’s, one 
male 10’s, four females 
20’s, two males 20’s, one 
female 30’s, three males 
30’s, four females 40’s, 
three males 40’s, one fe-
male 50’s, one female 60’s, 
one male 60’s, one female 
70’s, two males 70’s, two 
females 80’s, one male 80’s, 
one female 90’s. 

Massac County (38): One 
female under 5, two females 
under 10, two females 10’s, 
three males 10’s, six fe-
males 20’s, three females 
30’s, two males 30’s, one 
female 40’s, two males 
40’s, two females 50’s, two 
males 50’s, three females 
60’s, one male 60’s, one 
female 70’s, four females 
80’s, two males 80’s, one 
female 90’s. 

Pope County (4): One 
female 10’s, one male 30’s, 
one male 40’s, one female 
80’s.

Pulaski County (16): One 
female 10’s, one male 10’s, 
one female 20’s, two males 
20’s, three males 30’s, four 
males 40’s, one female 50’s, 
one female 60’s, one male 
60’s, one female 80’s. 

All of those with active 
cases of COVID-19 are 
being isolated. 

The health department 
reported 28 new recovered 
cases of COVID-19 in its 
service area as of Nov. 16.

As of Nov. 16, there were 
1,438 people in the health 
department’s service area 
who had recovered since 

the start of the pandemic in 
the United States.

Twenty-eight deaths had 
been reported in the region 
since the start of the pan-
demic.

The health department on 
Monday reported one new 
death in the region. The 
individual was a woman 
in her 70’s from Johnson 
County.

The number of individu-
als confirmed to have CO-
VID-19 in the area counties 
served by the Southern 
Seven Health Department 
as of Nov. 16 follows:

Union County: 950 cas-

es. 589 had recovered. 337 
active cases. 21 deaths had 
been reported in the county. 
(The department noted that 
three deaths had been re-
tracted in the county.)

Alexander County: 207 
cases. 110 had recovered. 
96 active cases. One death 
had been reported.

Hardin County: 98 cases. 
53 had recovered. 45 active 
cases.

Johnson County: 589 
cases. 323 had recovered. 
266 active cases. One death 
had been reported.

Massac County: 314 cas-
es. 125 had recovered. 187 

active cases. Two deaths 
had been reported.

Pope County: 59 cases. 
42 had recovered. 26 active 
cases. One death had been 
reported in the county.

Pulaski County: 318 cas-
es. 206 had recovered. 110 
active cases. Two deaths 
had been reported.

According to the Illi-
nois Department of Public 
Health, in Illinois there 
were 11,632  new individu-
als with COVID-19 identi-
fied on Nov. 16, bringing 
the confirmed total in the 
state to 585,248 individu-
als, with 10,779 deaths.

Area projects included in Rebuild 
Illinois funding announcement

The Illinois Department 
of Transportation, IDOT, on 
Friday, Nov. 13,  announced 
that $112 million is being 
awarded to 31 downstate 
transit providers as part of 
the Rebuild Illinois capital 
program. 

The grants are designed 
to help to expand and im-
prove service, providing 
more transportation options 
and promoting an enhanced 
quality of life in communi-
ties throughout the state. 

Projects include the pur-
chase of new vehicles as 
well as the construction of 
new bus shelters, stations 
and maintenance facilities. 

Projects in Union County 
and Pulaski County are 
among those which are 
planned.

Shawnee Mass Tran-
sit District has been ap-
portioned $2.724 million 
through the Rebuild Illinois 
program.

Funding will be used 
to purchase land, to de-
sign and build a new office 
building/depot with an at-
tached maintenance garage 
in Union County.  

Included will be a park-
ing lot large enough to 
house 15 various size buses 
and minivans with em-
ployee/customer parking 
equipped with handicap 
accessible parking spaces.

Also included will be 
funds to design and build a 
new administration facility 
in Pulaski County.

Rebuild Illinois identifies 
a total of $4.5 billion, in-

cluding $3 billion in bond-
ing and $1.5 billion in new 
pay-as-you-go funding, to 
invest in transit throughout 
the state. 

State officials said the 
Nov. 13 announcement was 
the first installment of $355 
million being distributed 
via grants in three cycles to 
transit providers outside the 
Chicago area. 

The remaining funds will 
be distributed in two more 
distributions, with the next 
call for proposals in 2021 
and 2023.

 Passed in 2019, Rebuild 
Illinois is investing a total 
of $33.2 billion over six 
years into the state’s aging 
transportation system, cre-
ating jobs and promoting 
economic growth. 

about 700 teacher education 
programs nationwide.

This is just the second 
group to receive the recogni-
tion named after Frank Mur-
ray, the founding president 
of the Teacher Education 
Accreditation Council, a 
precursor of CAEP. 

To qualify for consider-
ation for the recognition, 
SIU’s Teacher Education 
Program had to earn continu-
ing accreditation from CAEP 
in the preceding year, with 
no stipulations and no areas 
for improvement noted. 

Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale is one of just 
nine institutions across the 
country to receive national 
recognition this year for 
leadership and commitment 
to continuous improvement 
in preparing people for ca-
reers as educators.

The university is a 2020 
recipient of the Frank Mur-
ray Leadership Recognition 
for Continuous Improvement 
from the Council for the 
Accreditation of Educator 
Preparation, CAEP, the ac-
crediting organization for 

SIU receives national recognition
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Weather
High 78, low 28;
strong winds Sunday

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 78 degrees 
to a low of 28 in the Union 
County area during the pe-
riod of Nov. 10-16.

Precipitation during the 
period included .02 of an 
inch of rain on Nov. 10, .02 
of an inch of rain on Nov. 
11, .11 of an inch of rain on 
Nov. 14 and .74 of an inch 
of rain on Nov. 15.

Weather during the peri-
od also was highlighted by 
strong winds on Sunday.

The National Weather 
Service on Sunday issued 
a wind advisory for parts 
of Southern Illinois, South-
east Missouri and Western 
Kentucky. 

Wind gusts up to 45 miles 
per hour were expected in 
the region on Sunday. Gusts 
up to 33 mph were recorded 
Sunday in the Union Coun-
ty area.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Nov. 10        78 54
Wednesday, Nov. 11   56 35
Thursday, Nov. 12      61 33
Friday, Nov. 13           53 34
Saturday, Nov. 14       68 34
Sunday, Nov. 15         69 36
Monday, Nov. 16        63 28

Church offers
dinner for
Thanksgiving

A Union County church 
once again this year is plan-
ning to offer a free Thanks-
giving dinner for members 
of the community.

The dinner will be pro-
vided by the First Evangel-
ical Presbyterian Church 
in Anna.

The church plans to de-
liver meals to those who 
request them on Thanksgiv-
ing Day, between 11 a.m. 
and noon. Thanksgiving 
Day is Nov. 26.

Those who would like 
to have a meal delivered to 
them are asked to do two 
things:

•Make a reservation by 
calling 618-833-5225 by 
noon on Monday, Nov. 23.

•Take a moment to “give 
thanks” for all of your 
blessings during the past 
year.

Donations are welcome 
to help support this special 
Thanksgiving ministry.

Holiday
project
a success

A new holiday lights 
route which is planned in 
Anna appears to be meeting 
with success.

The City of Anna on 
Nov. 3 announced plans for 
a new holiday light route 
called Gumdrop Drive.

The city announced at 
the time that it was seeking 
businesses to help decorate 
the route.

This  also wil l  be a 
fund-raiser for a local char-
ity: the Pay It Forward 
program.

By Nov. 9, the city had 
announced it had officially 
sold out trees for Gumdrop 
Drive.

The city was still wel-
coming sponsorships for 
holiday season light poles.

The goal is to have light 
displays on South Main 
and Davie streets in Anna, 
as well as along Herman 
Wright Drive in the Anna 
City Park.

The Gumdrop Drive hol-
iday lights route is sched-
uled to be lit up on Small 
Business Saturday, which 
is Saturday, Nov. 28. The 
display is scheduled to con-
tinue through New Year’s 
Day.

Shawnee College planning
inter-session courses in Anna

Shawnee Community 
College continues to find 
ways to help students get 
ahead and stay ahead during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

This year, during winter 
break, students can sign up 
for an accelerated oppor-
tunity to earn full college 
credit in just a fraction of 
the time by enrolling in one 
of the inter-session courses 
being offered at Shawnee 
Community College’s Anna 
Extension Center. 

The winter inter-session 
offerings are scheduled to 
run for eight days, between 
Dec. 28 and Jan. 7,  during 
the college’s winter break. 

“Inter-session courses 
provide a great opportunity 
for SCC students and for 
university students who are 
returning home for the win-
ter break,” said Rob Betts. 
Betts is the college’s direc-
tor of communications.

“Due to COVID-19, stu-
dents may have fallen be-
hind on their path towards 
graduation or perhaps want 
to get ahead in anticipation 
for the upcoming  spring 
semester.” 

Classes which are sched-
uled to be offered in person 
at the Shawnee Community 
College Anna Extension 
Center, which is located at 
1150 E. Vienna St. in Anna, 
include: 

Sociology 212 (3 cred-
its). English 112 (3 credits). 
Business 210 (3 credits). 

For more information 
about the program, call 618-
634-3454 or email blakeg@
shawneecc.edu. 

County board meeting held Friday
The Union County Board 

of Commissioners had a 
regular meeting on Friday 
morning, Nov. 13. 

The meeting was at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.

With new mitigation 
guidelines in place as a re-
sult of the ongoing corona-
virus/COVID-19 pandemic, 
the meeting was not open to 
the public.

The meeting was live 
streamed on the “County 
of Union, Illinois” YouTube 
page.

Work on the county’s 
Fiscal Year 2021 budget 
was discussed at Friday 
morning’s meeting.

The county’s new fiscal 
year begins on Dec. 1 and 
continues through Nov. 30, 
2021.

County administrator 
Angie Johnson reported 
that she has been meeting 
with officeholders and de-
partment heads to finalize 
the details of a new budget.

Johnson said that due to 
the pandemic, uncertainty 
surrounds revenue which 
the county can anticipate. 

“It’s very hard to pre-
dict,” Johnson said. She 
said every effort is being 
made to take a conserva-
tive approach to the budget 
situation.

Special meetings are an-
ticipated for the board as 

work continues to finalize 
the budget. 

Also on the agenda for 
Friday morning’s meeting 
was the appointment of a 
new Union County engineer.

Long-time county en-
gineer Kevin Grammer is 

Driver services facilities
closed due to pandemic

Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White last week an-
nounced that driver services  
facilities would be closed 
to the public for in per-
son transactions effective 
Tuesday, Nov. 17, and will 
reopen on Monday, Dec. 7, 
2020, due to the worsening 
COVID-19 pandemic. A 
driver services facility is 
located in Anna.

Driver services facilities 
previously had been closed 
from March through early 
June due to the pandemic.

White is encouraging the 
public to take advantage of 
online services.

In addition, White an-
nounced that expiration 
dates for driver’s licenses 
and ID cards will be extend-
ed until June 1, 2021. 

This June 1, 2021, exten-
sion also includes those who 
have February, March, April 
and May 2021 expiration 
dates. 

As a result, expired driv-
er’s licenses and ID cards 
will remain valid until June 
1, 2021.

 CDL (Commercial Driv-
er License) holders and 
commercial permit hold-
ers are excluded from this 
extension due to federal 
requirements.

“After careful consid-
eration, we have decided 
to close all driver services 
facilities until December 
7, 2020, due to the worsen-
ing COVID-19 pandemic,” 
White said in a news release.

“The health and safety of 
employees and the public 
remains paramount and 

Board meeting
Commissioners David Gould, Max Miller, Dale Foster and Bobby Toler 

Jr. were in attendance at last Friday morning’s county board meeting. 
Commissioner Kent Pitts could not be present. The image was captured 
during a live stream viewing of the meeting on YouTube.

planning to retire from the 
post in mid-December.

Commissioners on Friday 
approved a resolution to 
appoint Jeff Denny as the 
county engineer.

Denny’s appointment is 
effective Dec. 15. He cur-

rently is serving as the Al-
exander County engineer.

 In related business, the 
commissioners approved a 
resolution setting the sala-
ry of the county engineer, 
as well as an employment 
agreement for the post.

face-to-face transactions po-
tentially increase the further 
spread of the virus. 

“We have extended expi-
ration dates to assist people 
during this difficult time. I 
am also encouraging cus-
tomers to consider using 
online services which are 
available for many office 
transactions.”

As White noted, many 
transactions with the Illinois 
Secretary of State’s office 
may be conducted online 
at www.cyberdriveillinois.
com, some of which include:

Renewing a license plate 
sticker. Renewing a valid 
driver’s license for qualify-
ing drivers.

Renewing a valid ID card 
for those age 22-64 (seniors 
65 and older have free, 
non-expiring IDs).

Obtaining a driver record 
abstract. Filing business 
services documents, such as 
incorporations and annual 
reports.

Customers with issues 
involving administrative 
hearings can contact admin-
hearings@ilsos.gov.

Those who are eligible 
for online driver’s license 
renewal will receive a letter 
from the Illinois Secre-
tary of State’s office with 
a PIN necessary for online 
renewal. 

Those whose driver’s 
licenses or ID cards expired 
between Feb. 1, 2020, and 
Jan. 31, 2021, who qualify 
for online renewal should 
receive their PIN letter in 
December 2020 or January 
2021. 

Those whose driver’s 
licenses or ID cards expire 
after Feb. 1, 2021, will 
receive their PIN letter ap-
proximately 90 days before 
their expiration date.
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IHSA plans to discuss
winter sports at board
meeting on Nov. 19

The Illinois High School 
Association, IHSA, Board 
of Directors held a virtual 
update session on Nov. 11 
to review recent develop-
ments related to the IHSA 
basketball season ahead 
of the board’s regularly 
scheduled meeting on Nov. 
19.

IHSA reported on its 
website that the board an-
nounced it was formally 
inviting representatives 
from Gov. JB Pritzker’s 
office and the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health, 
IDPH, to attend the IHSA 
board meeting on Nov. 19. 

Additionally, the IHSA 
said it will also seek rep-
resentation at the meet-
ing from the Illinois Prin-
cipals Association, IPA, 
the Illinois Association 
of School Administrators, 
IASA, the Illinois State 
Board of Education, ISBE, 
and a coalition of nearly 
200 school superintendents 
who recently contacted the 
governor regarding school 
sports during the 2020-
2021 school year.

“The Board hopes to 
create a dialogue and build 
a more collaborative rela-
tionship with all the enti-
ties involved with devel-
oping sports policy in our 
state as everyone tries to 
navigate the myriad issues 
caused by the pandemic,” 
IHSA executive director 
Craig Anderson said in 
a statement which was 
posted on the association’s 
website. 

“The Board’s decision 
to move forward with the 
IHSA basketball season 
was not meant to be ad-
versarial. It was rooted in 
a desire to receive more 
direct communication and 
data from our state partners. 

They hope all the groups 
will see the mutual benefit 
of increased discourse and 

be represented at the meet-
ing on November 19.” 

The board a lso an-
nounced that schools which 
planned to begin basketball 
practice on Nov. 16 should 
adhere to the Level 1 miti-
gations from the IDPH All 
Sports Policy until at least 
Nov. 19. 

The board cited rising 
COVID-19 cases in the 
state and a recent member-
ship survey for this recom-
mendation. 

The board plans to pro-
vide more direction on bas-
ketball practice and games 
following the meeting on 
Nov. 19.

The board revealed that 
among the 546 schools who 
responded to the survey 
(IHSA has 813 member 
schools), nearly 300 IHSA 
schools did not plan to 
start basketball on Nov. 16, 
and another 212 schools 
remained unsure of their 
status.

“The Board recognizes 
the difficult decisions they 
have placed on member 
schools regarding basket-
ball,” said Anderson. 

“With a limited number 
of schools set to begin their 
season on November 16, 
they believe it is prudent to 
adhere to IDPH guidance 
as they work with state of-
ficials to gain greater clarity 
on the metrics and mitiga-
tions required to conduct 
certain high school sports 
throughout the remainder of 
the 2020-21 school year.”

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School boys’ 
basketball head coach Mark 
Chamness hopes to know 
more about the future of 
the season after the meeting 
which is scheduled today.

Chamness said he thinks 
the season more than likely 
will be postponed until Jan-
uary because of the ongoing 
pandemic.

SIU men’s basketball pauses 
team activities after positive 
COVID-19 test results

The Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale 
men’s basketball program 
announced Nov. 12 that it 
had paused team activities 
due to positive COVID-19 
test results.

The announcement was 
made by the team’s head  
coach, Bryan Mullins. The 
announcement was posted 
online at siu.salukis.com.

As a result of the pause, 
SIU will not participate in 
the Wade Houston Tipoff 
Classic in Louisville, Ky., 
from Nov. 25-29, as previ-
ously scheduled. 

“We have diligently fol-
lowed the safety protocols 
established by our admin-
istration and local health 
officials, but as we’ve seen 
throughout the country, 
COVID cases can and will 
arise,” Mullins said. 

“We will resume prepa-
ration for the season as 
soon as our medical pro-
fessionals deem it is safe 
to do.”

The Salukis are sched-

uled to begin the season on 
Dec. 2 at Southeast Missou-
ri State University. 

O t h e r  c o n f i r m e d 
non-conference games in-
clude home dates versus 
Southern Miss (Dec. 5), 
Murray State (Dec. 11) and 
Nicholls State (Dec. 23). 
More dates will be added, 
Mullins said.

“Every college basket-
ball program will need to 
be nimble in terms of sched-
uling and preparation,” 
Mullins said. 

“The health and safety 
of our players continues to 
be our top priority as we 
navigate the unique circum-
stances of the season.”

Under current guidelines 
of state and local health of-
ficials (as of Nov. 12), fans 
are not permitted to attend 
indoor basketball games. 

Saluki Athletics will con-
tinue to monitor conditions 
and is developing a plan to 
accommodate season ticket 
holders, should guidance 
change.

Sports Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, November 19, 1970

The Anna-Jonesboro Wildcats closed out their 1970 
football season on a sour note last Friday night as they 
were defeated by the Nashville Hornets.

The goose hunting season in Union, Jackson and Wil-
liamson counties opened Thursday, Nov. 12, and hunting 
was excellent, some hunters report; others say the geese 
were flying too high.

The shotgun, rifled slug, or single shot muzzle loading 
rifle deer hunting season will open November 20, for 
three days, 20, 21 and 22 and again on Dec. 11 for three 
days, 11, 12 and 13.

First firearm deer
season set in Illinois

The first firearm deer 
season for 2020 in Illinois 
is set for Nov. 20, 21 and 22.

The second firearm deer 
season is scheduled Dec. 3, 
4, 5 and 6.

Muzzleloader-only deer 
season is set for Dec. 11, 
12 and 13.

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, notes that hunters 
may also use a muzzle-
loader permit with a muz-
zleloading rifle during the 
second firearm season in 
early December.

IDNR encourages all 
hunters to think safety be-
fore, during and after their 
time in the field.

When utilizing a tree 
stand, IDNR said hunters 
should check that their 
stand is installed properly. 

Hunters should check 
the harness and straps and 
replace worn straps if need-
ed...and check the ladder 
and other equipment before 
they hunt to make sure they 
are in working order. 

Hunters also need to be 
mindful of weather condi-
tions that could make stands 
and steps slippery, and they 
should have a cellphone 
within easy reach to call for 
help, if needed. 

Safety educators and 
IDNR Conservation Police 
also remind everyone hunt-
ing with a firearm to:

Treat every firearm as if 
it is loaded, and never as-
sume a firearm is unloaded.  
Always point a firearm in a 
safe direction. 

Be sure of the target, 
and make sure there are 
no other hunters, homes, 
buildings, vehicles or oth-
er animals beyond the 
target.

Keep their finger out of 
the trigger guard and off the 
trigger until they are ready 
to shoot.

Other safety consider-
ations include ensuring 
heating sources are prop-
erly ventilated in hunting 
cabins and boats, wearing 
appropriate, high visibili-
ty clothing while hunting 
(including blaze orange or 
blaze pink when required), 
and being familiar with the 
area being hunted.

The Illinois archery deer 
season opened Oct. 1 and 
continues through Jan. 17, 
2021. 

Archery deer season is 
closed during the firearm 
deer weekends except in 
those counties where fire-
arm deer hunting is not 
permitted.

IDNR a lso  has  an-
nounced changes to 2020-
2021 deer hunting proce-
dures at state sites. 

The changes, health and 
safety protocols implement-
ed in response to the ongo-
ing coronavirus pandemic, 
will provide greater pro-
tection to both the hunting 
public and site staff during 
the season. 

IDNR said that hunters 
should follow all public 
health guidelines issued 
by the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, includ-
ing wearing masks when 
social distancing cannot 
be achieved and refraining 
from congregating in park-
ing lot areas. 

Through responsible 
actions, hunters can help 
ensure that site hunting 
programs continue to offer 
Illinoisans healthy outdoor 
recreation opportunities, 
IDNR advised. 

Bierstedt
takes new job

Brandon Bierstedt will 
take over as the new head 
golf professional at the 
Kokopelli Golf Club in 
Marion.

“It was a good move for 
me,” Bierstedt said.

Kokopelli Golf Club was 
purchased this past Septem-
ber by Black Diamond Har-
ley-Davidson of Marion.

Bierstedt has recently 
resigned as the head golf 
professional at the Union 
Country Club golf course in 
Anna. However, he still will 
remain in the Anna-Jones-
boro area.

“I still plan on living 
here and to drive back and 
forth,” Bierstedt said. 

Bierstedt said he plans to 
continue as the head boys’ 
and girls’ golf coach at An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

A-JCHS graduate has left
his mark in golfing world

By Mike Estel
Aaron Wright has left 

his mark in the world of 
golfing.

The 1994 Anna-Jones-
boro Community High 
School graduate’s interest 
in golfing  began at an early 
age from his father Mort, 
who was a former golf 
coach and athletics director 
at Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin.

In 1992, Aaron competed 
in the U.S. Junior Amateurs 
and lost a match, 4-3, to the 
nationally renowned golfer 
Tiger Woods.

Wright picked up two 
Class 1A state champi-
onships while attending 
A-J and received a golf 
scholarship to play for the 
U.S. Naval Academy. His 
senior year while there, he 
was named an All-Amer-
ican for his golfing abil-
ities.

Wright finished his mil-
itary career as a captain 
in the U.S. Marine Corps, 
serving in 2003 during the 
Afghanistan War.

“I’m glad that I had the 
opportunity to do it,” he 
was quoted as saying at the 
time. “Throughout the rest 
of my life, whether it is 
playing golf or working in 
something else,  I’ll never 
get the opportunity to serve 

and work with the type of 
people that I was able to 
while I was in there.”

Since his military tenure 
ended, he has won a club 
championship at the Union 
County Country Club golf 
course in Anna. He also  
qualified for the first nation-
wide Tour’s Henrico Coun-
ty Open and tied for 54th 
place. He posted three top 
10 finishes in the Hooter’s 
Tour. He also played in the 
Professional Golf Associa-
tion (PGA) and competed 
at the Golf Channel’s “Big 
Break” reality television 
series at Prince Edward 
Island in Canada.

Wright, who is married 
and lives in Jackson, Mo., 
works at  Stryker Medical 
in Cape Girardeau.

Though he doesn’t com-
pete competitively anymore 
in golf, he still enjoys going 
out and playing the game 
that has become a big part 
of his life. 

Scouting for Food not
cancelled, just revised
during pandemic

Although it has been 
announced that the Boy 
Scout’s Scouting for Food 
has been cancelled, this is 
not the case.

“Scout ing for  Food 
(SFF) has NOT been can-
celled, it is moving to a 
different format this year,” 
Boy Scouts of America, 
BSA, Big Muddy District 
communications chairper-
son Steve Buhman said 
this week in an email news 
release. 

The Big Muddy District 
is part of BSA’s Greater St. 
Louis Area Council.

This is being done to pro-
tect the Scouts, leaders and 
the general public during 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
Buhman said.

The Big Muddy District 
serves Union, Alexander, 
Jackson, Johnson, Perry 
and Pulaski counties in 
Southern Illinois.

“The food pantries in 
this area will be needing 
our support even more this 
year and we will have to be 
creative in how we do it,” 
Buhman said.

One way is to donate 
through the Scout text-to-
give campaign. 

Jus t  t ex t  “SCOUT-
FOOD” to 91999 to donate 
any amount. It will ask 
for a Zip Code location so 
that the donated amount 

will generate a purchase 
of food items for the local 
pantry and delivered to 
the pantry by one of the 
major food banks in the 
St. Louis area. 

“This is guaranteed by 
the Greater St. Louis Area 
Council and you know a 
Scout is trustworthy,” Buh-
man said.

Local Boy Scout troops 
and packs are also devel-
oping ways for people to 
donate food. 

Some are drive-thru drop 
offs at various locations, as 
well as collection barrels 
or bins at locations around 
the area. 

Tentatively, the food 
drive will be extended 
beyond the usual third 
Saturday in November to 
include all of November 
and into the first week of 
December. These dates 
may change as SFF pro-
gresses. 

“We ask everyone to 
bear with us. This is a 
work in progress, but one 
that everyone can be a 
part of. Watch your local 
news outlets for times and 
locations of SFF drive-th-
ru and drop-off locations. 
We will be updating all 
media outlets with the 
information as soon as 
it is available,” Buhman 
shared.

Scramble set
A senior men’s golf 

scramble is scheduled on 
Tuesdays at the Union 
County Country Club 
course in Anna.

Play is scheduled to be-
gin at 9:30 a.m. More in-
formation is available by 
calling 833-7912.



Vacuuming leaves in Anna
City crews worked to vacuum leaves in the City of Anna in early November. 

In a message posted on social media, it was noted that another round of leaf 
pick up is planned during the first week of December. Those who would like 
to have leaves picked up can contact Anna City Hall for more information. 
Photo provided.

Public health alert issued in Jackson 
County as COVID-19 cases surge

The Jackson County 
Health Department report-
ed on Nov. 12 it had been 
notified in the previous 
24 hours that 87 Jackson 
County residents were con-
firmed to have contracted 
COVID-19. 

As of Nov. 12, 395 active 
cases were being managed, 
which the health depart-
ment said was a record 
high. 

The health department 
reported that as of that date, 
there had been 2,077 con-
firmed cases in the county, 
including 28 related deaths. 

Seventeen individuals 
were released from isola-
tion, in accordance with 
CDC guidelines, bringing 
the total released to 1,654 
individuals.

The Jackson County 
Health Department on Nov. 
12 also issued a public 
health alert.

The health department 
said in a news release that 
the alert was issued to raise 
awareness and to elicit 
public action to stem the 
tide of rising COVID-19 
infections. 

This was the second time 

the Jackson County Health 
Department had issued such 
an alert during the pan-
demic. 

Multiple factors being 
monitored locally were at 
record levels as of Nov. 12.

The health department 
advised that residents of, 
and visitors to, Jackson 
County should immediately 
and consistently take the 
following actions:

Stay home as much as 
possible. Only go out for 
work or essential items, if 
possible.

Avoid parties and gath-
erings of all sizes. The 
health department warned 
that “crowds are an ideal 
environment for spreading 
COVID-19.”

Keep at least six feet of 
space between yourself and 
others as much as possible.

Wear a face mask when 
around others. The latest 
research shows cloth masks 
protect the wearer, as well 
as others, the health depart-
ment said.

Stay home if you are 
sick, even if you only have 
mild symptoms. Get tested. 
Self-isolate while await-
ing test results. Stay home 
when placed on isolation or 
quarantine.

Workplaces should fol-
low all guidance published 
by IDPH and DCEO, as 
well as the Restore Illinois 
resurgence mitigations.

Return calls to public 
health officials and follow 
their instructions.

If you have a fever, 
cough, difficulty breathing, 
fatigue, muscle aches, loss 
of taste or smell, nausea, 
diarrhea, or other symp-
toms, call your health care 
provider for further guid-
ance. 

Newspaper publisher’s columns featured in new book
David Porter, a news-

paper publisher in Tusco-
la, has published a 300-
page compilation of his 
award-winning Ramblin’ 
Man columns. 

Called “The Make-Out 
Room & Other Stories,” the 
title column won the 2020 
best humor column award 
from the National Newspa-
per Association. 

Over the past 26 years, 

the column also has re-
ceived first-place honors 
from the Illinois Press 
Association and Southern 
Illinois Editorial Associ-
ation.

The self-syndicated col-
umn has appeared in more 
than a dozen Illinois news-
papers. 

The stories draw from 
the everyday experiences 
and musings of the author. 
Topics frequently include 
family, cigars, reflections 
on the news and oddball 
stuff.

Dave Barry, a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning humorist 
quipped, “David Porter is 

without question the finest 
newspaper columnist on 
the planet that I am aware 
of who is based in Tuscola, 
Illinois.”

The book, available on 
amazon.com, is illustrated 
by Lana Weatherford Hill 
of Arcola. 

Hill, who was a class-
mate of Porter’s at Tuscola 
High School, also writes an 
award-winning column and 
illustrated the children’s 
book “Ten Little Sisters.”

The Make-Out Room 
also is available for Kindle 
readers on amazon.com. A 
link can be found online at 
ramblinman.us.

16 teachers honored as
Outstanding Educators

Sixteen Southern Illinois 
area teachers have been 
selected as 2020 McDon-
ald’s Teach it Forward Out-
standing Educators from 
a pool of more than 880 
nominations.

The award honors educa-
tors who exhibit the ultimate 
dedication to their students 
and contribute to the im-
provement of education in 
our most challenging times.

Local McDonald’s own-
er/operator Stephanie Bish-
op says supporting teachers 
is always a top priority, but 
this year is more important 
than ever.

“Our teachers are con-
stantly adapting to whatev-
er is thrown at them, while 
making sure our students 
succeed,” Bishop said in a 
news release.

“We’re excited to recog-
nize those who go above 
and beyond for our students 
through the Outstanding 
Educator awards.”

Bishop partnered with 
other local McDonald’s 

operators, including John 
Moreland, Brad Short and 
Tina Short to honor edu-
cators.

Among the educators 
who have been honored 
were:

Hannah  Maze ,  An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

Pam Barr, Carbondale 
Community High School.

Sherie Smith, Vienna 
High School.

Winners of the Outstand-
ing Educator award each 
receive a $100 Visa gift 
card to use toward their 
classroom, a t-shirt; and 
certificates and McDonald’s 
coupons to “teach it for-
ward” to parents with out-
standing students through-
out the year.

“We love the idea of pay-
ing it forward, or ‘teaching’ 
it forward, to recognize stu-
dents who are also working 
so hard to keep up with the 
ever changing landscape 
of education today,” Tina 
Short said.

Check out 
The Gazette-

Democrat online at 
annanews.com
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Register to Win a
Turkey at One of 

These Participating 
Businesses.

17 turkeys will be
given away!

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Dongola
827-3541

Ullin
845-3395

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

P.O. Box 100; 7420 U. S. Hwy 51 South
Dongola, IL 62926

(800) 762-1400 or (618) 827-3555

521 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL 62906
618-833-4721

Shawn McMahan and Rodney Henry

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Anna Tire &
Auto Center

Off Hwy. 51 • Anna • 833-2122

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Alto Pass 
893-2464

100 Peach Ridge Rd. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-9208

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

603 East Broad St. • Jonesboro
833-1725

Union County
Market

City of Anna
Mayor, Commissioners

and City Employees
103 Market St. • Anna, IL

618-833-8528

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

SI Builder
Supply, LLC

104 W. Chestnut
Anna, IL 62906

618-833-2103

There was a time 
when, a gentleman’s ed-
ucation was not complete 
until he had mastered 
the art of carving. 

Those days are long 
since forgotten. By 
1928, Emily Post had 
dropped the section on 
carving from her book 
on etiquette all together.

Many a noble bird has 
been hacked to shreds at 
the hands of unskilled 
knife-wielding relatives 
and friends, as horri-
fied cooks looked on. 

This year, avoid 
the public carnage. 
Learn the simple art 
of carving like a pro.

Whether the bird is 
carved in the kitchen or 
at the dining room table, 
it simply must be done 
before anyone can eat. 
And it’s not that difficult.

Tools: Meat fork with 
long tines, sharpened 
carving knife or chef’s 
knife, small cutting 
board on the side and a 
kitchen towel or napkin.

Allow the turkey to 
rest 20 minutes after 
cooking. This lets juices 
saturate the bird evenly 
again for better slicing. 
Remember that you must 
cut the bird apart at the 

joint, hacking though the 
bone is not an option.

With an air of confi-
dence, start with the dark 
meat. Secure the turkey 
at the breastbone with 
a carving fork or better 
yet, use a folded napkin.

Cut through the skin 
between the leg and body. 
Press the leg down-
ward until it is lying flat 
against the platter. Now 
you can see the hip joint. 
Cut through the joint 
and remove the leg and 
thigh to a cutting board.

Cut the thigh and 
drumstick apart at the 
joint. Remove the skin 
and slice around both 
sides of the thighbone, 
removing the meat. Leave 
the drumstick whole. 
Repeat on the other side.

For the breast: Hold the 
turkey with a large fork 
at the breastbone. Slice 
about 2 inches down 
one side of the breast-
bone, gently separating 
the meat from the bone. 
Now make a horizontal 
slice across the grain of 
the meat. Remove the 
entire section of breast 
meat to a cutting board. 
Holding with a fork, cut 
into slices. Place slices 
on platter. Repeat pro-

The art of carving the turkey
cess on the other side.

For the wing: Cut into 
the joint slightly above 
the wing and remove it 
to the cutting board. Cut 
the wing in two pieces at 
the joint. Slice from the 
meaty part or serve whole. 
Save the tip for soup.

For the drumstick: 
Cut slices parallel to the 
bone, turn and repeat.

Practice on a chick-

en during the off-sea-
son. Nothing to it!

Turkey is the most 
popular entrée for the 
holiday season and its 
arrival at the table is the 
highlight of the meal. 
Whether you carve the 
turkey at the table or 
in the kitchen, sharpen 
the knife and get to it. 

(Source: University 
of Illinois Extension)

Plan ahead, clean 
out the refrigerator and 
make room for leftovers 
several days before 
the holiday feast.

Leftovers should be 
stored in the refrigera-
tor within 2 hours after 
cooking is completed. 

Why just 2 hours? 
Because bacteria that 
cause food poisoning can 
multiply to undesirable 
levels on perishable foods 
left at room temperature 
for longer than that.

Large quantities should 
be divided into smaller 
portions and stored in sev-
eral shallow containers. 
Food in small amounts 
will chill faster keeping 
it safer and fresher.

If a large amount of tur-

Storing leftovers
key is left, consider freez-
ing some for later use. Do 
not wait until the turkey 
has been in the refrigera-
tor for 4 days to freeze it. 

Freezing will not 
improve the quality of 
the turkey. If the turkey 
is frozen while it is fresh 
the quality will be bet-
ter upon defrosting.

(Source: University 
of Illinois Extension)

Gobble, Gobble!
Only the adult male tur-

key makes the gobble, gob-
ble sound. The adult male is 
called the “tom” turkey. The 
female or hen turkey makes 
a gentle clucking or click-
ing sound. The hen never 
gobbles. From University 
of Illinois Extension.
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◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

1002 Public Square
Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

201 South Main Street 
Anna • 618-833-8506

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At:
www.ajnational.com

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

angautomotive.com
833-8755

109 Transcraft Dr.
Anna, IL

Thank You
Two important words that can 

never be over-used on this most 
festive occasion. We'd like to 

express our appreciation to our 
customers and friends!

To show our appreciation,
each participating business

is giving away one
Thanksgiving Turkey.

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing 

24 Hour Roadside Service • Light and Heavy Duty Towing/Recovery
"THE LEgAcy conTinuES" • crystal gurley, owner

2297 State Rt. 146 West
Jonesboro • 833-5937

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Cobden Auto Repair
213 n. Appleknocker

cobden, iL 62920
893-2102

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆ENTRY      FORM

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

Anna, iL 
833-5211

carbondale, iL 
457-1922

Metropolis, iL 
524-8511

Carlos Gurley Bumper Gurley

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Celisha Merriman, OD 
Paul C. Jacobs,
O.D., F.A.C.O.P. 

Trevor Crabtree, OD
Jessie Crabtree, OD

316 S. Main • Anna • (618) 833-3777

CONTEST RULES
• Must be 18 or older to enter.
• Entries must be received by 12 noon Monday, November 23, 2020 at each of the participating sponsors.
• Decisions of the judges will be final.
• Winners will be notified by phone.
• All entries must be delivered to the corresponding sponsors. No mail in entries will be accepted.
• Please do not phone The Gazette-Democrat to see if you have won.
• Only one winner per household.
• Only one entry per household, per business.
• Employees of Reppert Publications, participating sponsors and their immediate family members 

are not eligible to win.

Route 146 E & I-57 Junction
5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906 • 833-5986

Much like the holidays 
that preceded it in 2020, 
Thanksgiving figures to 
be different this year. An 
ongoing pandemic has 
changed the way much 
of the world lives their 
lives, including how 
holidays are celebrated.

As the novel coronavirus 
COVID-19 spread across 
the globe beginning in 
the winter of 2019-20, the 
World Health Organization 
recommended a host of 
behaviors designed to 
prevent the spread of the 
virus and protect those who 
are most vulnerable to it. 
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
also noted the importance 
of keeping distance from 
others, especially for those 
who are most likely to 
get seriously ill if they’re 
exposed to COVID-19, 
such as the elderly and 
people with underlying 
medical conditions. 

The WHO and the CDC 
continue to recommend 
social distancing, which 
means Thanksgiving in 
2020 will be unlike any 
other. Families must 
make their own decisions 
about getting together 
this holiday season, 
but hosts who intend to 
welcome guests into their 
homes this Thanksgiving 
can take certain steps 
to keep everyone as 
safe as possible.

• Scale back the guest 
list. Families accustomed 
to large Thanksgiving 
gatherings can scale the 
festivities back this year in 
an effort to keep everyone 
safe. Consider hosting 
a meal for immediate 
family members only, 
as the Environmental 
Protection Agency notes 
that COVID-19 may 
spread more easily in 
indoor environments via 
airborne particles. Extended 
family members can visit 
each other over the long 
holiday weekend to ensure 
everyone still sees each 
other, but keep such visits 
outdoors when possible.

• Consider eating 
Thanksgiving dinner 

Hosting Thanksgiving
during the pandemic

outside. If the weather 
permits, consider eating 
Thanksgiving dinner 
outside this year. Doing 
so may limit everyone’s 
exposure to the respiratory 
droplets that researchers 
say can spread the virus 
when inhaled. If necessary, 
serve the meal earlier than 
you normally would so 
everyone can eat in midday 
when it’s still warm outside. 
Hosts also can consider 
serving something more 
convenient than turkey, 
which takes a long time 
to cook, and limiting side 
dishes to one or two items.

• Assign seats. If the 
meal will be served indoors, 
then hosts can assign 
seats to protect those most 
vulnerable to serious illness 
from COVID-19. Instead 
of cramming everyone in at 
one table, set up temporary 
tables and have guests sit 
in every other seat rather 
than next to one another. 
Isolate the vulnerable as 
much as possible while 
still ensuring they can 
engage in conversation.

• Discourage guests 
from attending if they feel 
sick. A list of COVID-19 
symptoms can be found at 
www.cdc.gov. In the days 
prior to Thanksgiving, 
hosts can share that list 
with guests via email or 
social media and discourage 
guests who are feeling ill on 
or around the holiday from 
attending the festivities. 
If necessary, make a to-go 
plate for ill relatives and 
drop it off at their homes 
so they can still enjoy 
Thanksgiving dinner.

• Stock up on hand 
soap and hand sanitizer. 
Hosts should make sure 
hand soap and sanitizer is 
readily available throughout 
their homes. When guests 
arrive, make sure everyone 
washes their hands 
immediately, and encourage 
guests to continue doing 
so throughout the day.

Thanksgiving will 
be different in 2020. 
Hosts need to adjust their 
normal Thanksgiving 
routines to ensure the 
safety of their guests.

Traditional Roast 
Turkey (unstuffed)

1. Preheat oven to 325°F. Check the wrapper to see 
how much the turkey weighs and determine approximate 
cooking time. Remove the giblet bag and the neck from 
the turkey cavity. No need to wash the turkey (see Wash 
Hands: Not the Turkey), pat skin dry with paper towels.

2. Place turkey breast side up on a rack in a shallow 
(about 2 inches deep) roasting pan. Insert meat ther-
mometer in thigh. Add 1/2 cup water to the bottom of 
pan, if desired.

3. Cover turkey loosely with a tent of heavy-duty 
aluminum foil. Roast the turkey until temperature in 
the innermost part of the thigh reaches 165°F as mea-
sured with a food thermometer. Check the wing and the 
thickest part of the breast. You may choose to cook the 
turkey to higher temperatures. Cooking time will vary. 
For example, a 20 pound turkey will take 4 1/4 to 5 
hours to cook, check the temperature on the thermometer 
after 4 1/4 hours.

4. Meanwhile, mix the stuffing or dressing. Place in 
a casserole and pop it into the oven during the last hour 
or so of roasting time.

5. Remove the foil tent after 1 to 1 1/2 hours of cook-
ing time to brown the skin. Brush with vegetable oil to 
enhance browning, if desired.

6. A whole turkey (and turkey parts) is safe when 
cooked to a minimum internal temperature of 165 °F 
as measured with a food thermometer. Check the inter-
nal temperature in the innermost part of the thigh and 
wing and the thickest part of the breast. For reasons of 
personal preference, consumers may choose to cook 
turkey to higher temperatures.

7. Allow the turkey to set 20 to 30 minutes before 
carving to allow juices to saturate the meat evenly.

Note: Cooking times do vary. Why? There are many 
reasons: oven temperature may not be completely ac-
curate, the turkey may be very cold or partially frozen, 
and/or the roasting pan may be too small which inhibits 
the flow of heat. The USDA highly recommends use of 
a meat thermometer to determine doneness of turkey.
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When one finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond pearls. Her husband, entrusting his heart to her, has an unfailing prize. She brings him good, and not evil, all the days 
of her life. She obtains wool and flax and works with loving hands. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her fingers ply the spindle. She reaches out her hands to the poor, and 
extends her arms to the needy. Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. Give her a reward for her labors, and let her works 
praise her at the city gates. From Proverbs

************
Jesus told his disciples this parable: “A man going on a journey called in his servants and entrusted his possessions to them. To one he gave five talents; to another, two; to 

a third, one – to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
Immediately the one who received five talents went and traded with them, and made another five. Likewise, the one who received two made another two. But the man who 

received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and buried his master’s money.
“After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them. The one who had received five talents came forward bringing the additional five. He 

said, ‘Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made five more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant.  Since you were faithful in small matters, 
I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.’

Then the one who had received two talents also came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two talents.  See, I have made two more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
my good and faithful servant.  Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.’ 

Then the one who had received the one talent came forward and said, Master, I knew you were a demanding person, harvesting where you did not plant and gathering where 
you did not scatter; so out of fear I went off and buried your talent in the ground. Here it is back.’

His master said to him in reply, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant and gather where I did not scatter? Should you not then have put 
my money in the bank so that I could have got it back with interest on my return? Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with ten.  For to everyone who has, 
more will be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where 
there will be wailing and grinding of teeth.’” From the Gospel of Matthew
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Jonesboro
First Baptist Church

will be hosting a Community
Thanksgiving Drive-Up

November 22nd at 4 P.M.
In the lower parking lot,

weather permitting.
Dwane Sims will lead worship.

201 W. Walnut Street • Jonesboro
833-7981

48GP49G

FREE 
Meal

Donations Accepted

Thanksgiving Dinner
Reserve a Thanksgiving Dinner from

First Evangelical Presbyterian Church
in Anna, Illinois

We will deliver your meal
on Thanksgiving day

between 11 a.m. and noon.

We ask two things of you:
#1 - Call 618-833-5225 for reservations by noon

on Monday, November 23, 2020.
#2 - Please take a moment to "Give Thanks"

for all your blessings during the past year.

Blessings to you from
First Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A drive-in service was 

held on the church parking 
lot Sunday, Nov. 15, at 
10:35 a.m. and by Zoom 
inside the sanctuary.

Singing was led by Pastor 
Randy Wright and the wor-
ship team. Special music 
was provided by Madison 
Schnaare. 

The pastor’s message on 
Sunday was titled “What is 
a Christian?” Scripture was 
from Matthew.

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Birthdays: Makenzie 
Mulback, Tammy Vicenzi, 
Nov. 15; Makenzie Turner, 
Nov. 16; Matt Odum, Mad-
ilyn Smith, Nov. 21.

Friday night Bible study 
is planned at 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Nov. 20, in the fellow-
ship hall. CDC guidelines 
will be followed, with the 
wearing of masks and social 
distancing. The Bible study 
also will be available on 
Zoom. Pastor Wright can 
be texted for the password 
prior to the meeting.

Sunday School for chil-
dren is planned from 9:45 
a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on Nov.  
22.

News from

First Baptist Church, Anna
John Turner led wor-

ship music for the morning 
worship service on Sunday, 
Nov. 15.

Pastor Nick’s sermon 
was titled “How to Have 
Joy in a Pandemic,” part 
3. Scripture was from Phi-
lippians. 

Due to COVID-19, the 
church plans to have two 
services on Sunday morn-
ing, one at 10 a.m. and one 
at 11:15 a.m.

Wednesday evening Bi-
ble study continues. Pastor 
Nick is teaching about the 
Book of Revelation. Bible 
study starts at 6 p.m.

Information about ser-
vices is available by con-
tacting the church. Office 
hours are between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday.

The church is located at 
409 Morgan St. in Anna. 
The phone number is 833-
5416. 

The church had a month-

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Nov. 15, Pas-
tor Perry Williams spoke at 
drive-up church, which was 
held in the church’s lower 
parking lot.

The message was sent via 
transmitter for worshippers 
who stayed in their cars on 
the church’s lower parking 
lot while tuned in to their 
radios on station 87.9 FM. 

The morning message 
addressed a passage from 
Luke which tells the story 
of a woman with an alabas-
ter box who anointed the 
feet of Jesus. The main em-
phasis was “a person who 
has been forgiven much 
loves much.”

The building was closed  
this past weekend due to 
some positive COVID-19 
tests. The church also was 
scheduled to be closed 
Wednesday, Nov. 18.

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

Due to the spike in 
COVID-19 cases in Union 
County, Camp Ground 
Church has temporarily 
returned to Zoom only wor-
ship services.

Following the call to 
worship, the intercesso-
ry prayer was offered on 
behalf of the spoken and 
unspoken requests. 

Rev. Thompson’s sermon 
was titled “The Parable of 
the Talents.” The sermon 
was based on scripture from 
Matthew, chapter 25.

Following last Sunday’s 
sermon challenging ev-
eryone to be prepared for 
Christ’s return, this week’s 
message shared what every-
one is to do while awaiting 
His return.

The message shared that 
in the scripture parable, “the 
master was leaving town, 
and gave five, two and one 
talents (money) to three of 
his servants according to 
their abilities.  

“When the master re-
turned, two servants had 
doubled what had been en-
trusted to them, but the one 
with one talent had hidden 
it away.  For doing nothing, 
the master cast him out into 
the darkness.

“When Christ returned to 
heaven after His resurrec-
tion, He entrusted His work 
to His followers according 
to their abilities, even to us, 
to share the Gospel.

“We have been saved by 
the grace of God and are 

A parking lot service is 
planned at 10:35 a.m. on 
Sunday, Nov. 22, if the 
weather permits, and on 
Zoom. Services will be 
inside the sanctuary if the 
weather is bad following 
CDC guidelines by wearing 
masks, social distancing 
and families sitting togeth-
er. 

Bible quizzing is planned 
at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 
22, in the fellowship hall, 
with CDC guidelines being 
followed by wearing of 
masks and social distanc-
ing.

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 25, with praise and 
worship in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom. The pastor 
can be texted prior to the 
meeting for the password.

Children’s Bible quizzing 
is planned at 6:30 p.m. Nov. 
25 in the fellowship hall, 
with CDC guidelines being 
followed by wearing masks 
and social distancing.

During this time, the 
church can be contacted by 
calling the church office 
at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary or 
by calling Pastor Wright at 
618-534-7103.

called to share that gift with 
the world.  

“When Christ returns 
to Earth again, or when 
we pass from this world, 
we will have to give an 
accounting of what we 
have done to lead others to 
salvation.”

In closing, Rev. Thomp-
son said “Right now, our 
Master is ‘away’,” and 
asked: “What are you going 
to do while you await His 
return?”

This week, Andrew Boaz  
is wished a happy 9th birth-
day on the 23rd. 

Camp Ground Church’s 
worship services are avail-
able live on Zoom; contact 
any member of the congre-
gation to be added to the 
“meeting.”  

Sermons are also avail-
able on YouTube on “Camp 
Ground Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church.”

Camp Ground’s elder for 
November is Sandra Boaz.

State cannabis
regulators form 
association

State cannabis regulators 
from across the United 
States, including Illinois, 
on Nov. 12 announced the 
formation of a nonpartisan 
organization, the Cannabis 
Regulators Association, 
CANNRA.

The goal of the asso-
ciation is to better share 
institutional knowledge and 
regulatory best practices. 

Cannabis regulators from 
Illinois and 18 other states 
have joined in filing docu-
ments to establish CANN-
RA, which is being created 
in order to assist federal, 
state and local jurisdictions 
that have approved or are 
weighing legalization of 
cannabis.

CANNRA will facilitate 
communication and infor-
mation sharing between 
subject matter experts in 
regulatory approaches for 
industrial hemp, medical 
cannabis and adult-use can-
nabis. 

The church is planning to 
have a community Thansk-
giving drive-up service in 
the lower parking lot at 4 
p.m. on Nov. 22, weather 
permitting. All are wel-
come.

Birthdays: Jean Hunt-
er, David Wilkins, Nov. 
18; John “Wes” Cripps Jr., 
Daniel Williams, Nov. 19; 
William Molter, Nov. 21.

Currently, the regular 
schedule for worship at 
Jonesboro First Baptist 
Church for the coming 
week includes Sunday 
School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and 
Sunday evening worship 
at 6 p.m. 

Prayer and Bible study, 
as well as youth group 
meetings, are scheduled at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

ly food giveaway on Nov. 
12. The next food giveaway 
is planned Thursday, Dec. 
10. The giveaway will be 
in the parking lot behind 
the church and is open to 
anyone in the community.

The church shares the 
following message: “We 
pray God will bless you and 
keep you safe during these 
times. We know Thanksgiv-
ing will be different than we 
are used to, but remember 
to hold your loved ones 
close and worship God for 
all He means in our lives.”

Anna VFW, Auxiliary planning
to serve fish fry, pork steak meal

A fish fry and a pork 
steak meal are planned at 
the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post 
No. 3455. The post is lo-
cated at 70 VFW Ln. near 
Anna.

Fish Fry
The VFW plans to serve 

a drive-thru fish fry dinner 
on Friday, Nov. 20. Serving 
is scheduled from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.

The menu will include 
fish, potato salad, baked 
beans, a pickle, and hush 
puppies for a donation of 
$10.

Fish only will be avail-
able for a donation of $2 
per piece.

Those who would like to 
order a meal are asked to 
call 833-5182 before noon 
on Nov. 20 to make reser-
vations for pick up.

The VFW asks those who 
pick up meals to have the 
correct change; no credit 
cards or debit cards can be 
accepted.

Pork Steak Meal
The Auxiliary to the VFW 

plans to serve a drive-thru 
meal on Monday, Nov. 23. 
Serving is scheduled from 
4:30 p.m. until 6 p.m.

The menu will include 
pork steak, cheesy potatoes, 
green beans and dessert for 
a $10 donation.

Those who would like to 
order a meal are asked to 
call 833-5182 before noon 
on Nov. 23 to make reser-
vations for pick up.

You will then drive un-
der the awning in front the 
VFW post building at the 

time you select, give them 
your name and they will 
bring the meal out to you.

The Auxiliary asks those 
who pick up meals to have 
the correct change; no cred-
it cards or debit cards can be 
accepted.

The Anna VFW and its 
Auxiliary continue to thank 
the community for its sup-
port during this difficult 
time.

Pastor's Corner
by Pastor Don Cox

Many young imagine a future with happi-
ness. Many old remember a past they'd 
like to do over. Contentment is the secret 
to a fulfilled life.

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
49G

Call (618) 833-2158
or (800) 833-2699

to place your ad today!
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Union County Atlas
Dr. Susan A. White-

mountain and Dr. Norma 
Lee Hackney completed 
The First Atlas of Union 
County Illinois Territory 
1809 to 1818, a historical 
reference for the lands en-
compassing Union County 
in the Illinois Territory from 
1809 to 1818.  

At the time Union Coun-
ty included land that now 
makes up Alexander and a 
part of Pulaski counties in 
Southern Illinois.  

The reference book in-
cludes illustrated township 
plats that document the 
names of settlers, squatters, 
and speculators who occu-
pied the land.  

The paths, trails and 
roads and the ferries that 
operated on the Mississippi, 
Ohio and Cache rivers are 
plotted showing the west-
ward movement.  

Stories are included 
about the settlement of 
Southern Illinois, an area 

President Jane Bauer, representing the Anna-Jo 
Women’s Club, presented a check to Lee Hackney 
for the Anna Arts Center.

Anna Fire Chief Mike Dammerman was presented 
a check for Shop with a Police Officer and  Fireman 
by Martha Ann Webb and president Jane Bauer  
representing the GFWC Illinois Anna-Jo Women’s 
Club.

Lisa Lowe, owner of Enchanted Garden Florist, 
and Cara Follis, owner of Island Tan on East Davie 
Street, are very proud of the new sidewalk in front 
of the businesses on that street. They wanted to 
thank the city employees for the nice work.

Birthday celebration: 
Guests of Mary Sue 
Treece for the week end 
to help her celebrate her 
birthday Nov. 13 were her 
daughter and husband 
Carole and John Scaggs 
from Springfield.

A special thanks to Frankie Williams for placing the large American flags 
at the entrances to our Anna Cemetery on Veterans Day.

Pictured are Steve Haldeman holding The First 
Atlas of Union County Illinois Territory 1809 to 1818 
with Dr. Susan A. Whitemountain. The historical 
reference book is on sale at The Gathering Place 
in downtown Anna.

Pete Housman and Martha Ann Webb were hosts 
at the Anna-Jo Garden Club meeting Nov. 10 at the 
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall Anna.

Steve Haldeman and Dr. Norma Lee Hackney 
are holding the Historical View of Southern Illinois 
1787 to 1818 map. The historical map is on sale at 
The Gathering Place in downtown Anna. Proceeds 
from the map sales will go to Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council/Anna Arts Center.

Martha Ann Webb and president Jane Bauer of 
the Anna-Jo Women’s Club presented a check to 
the Anna Veterans Home for them to use for a soda, 
cookie or to play cards with.

President Jane Bauer and Martha Ann Webb of 
the Anna-Jo Women’s Club presented a check from 
the club to Barbara Casper at Jonesboro City Hall 
for the Shop with a Fireman program. Tom Caldwell won 

the door prize for being 
the youngest at the 
Anna-Jo Garden Club 
meeting Nov. 10. The 
club is looking for new 
members and will have 
some of its meetings 
during the evening next 
year so people who work 
during the day will be 
able to attend.

that came to be known as 
“Egypt,” and the spirit of 
the people who were once 
a part of its citizenry.  

The history is grounded 
in the enlightenment period 
that followed the Revolu-
tionary War and highlights 
its impact on the establish-
ment of a newly formed 
country. 

The historical reference 
book is on sale for $55 at 
The Gathering Place, 313 S. 
Main St., Anna, Ill., phone 
833-6525.

Historical Map
Historical View of South-

ern Illinois 1787 to 1818 
is a map created and pub-
lished by local historical 
researcher Dr. Susan A. 
Whitemountain and Anna 
Arts Center director Dr. 
Norma Lee Hackney.  

The map documents the 
location of roads, ferries 
and towns as discovered 
through careful research.  

As viewed, the map 
serves as a reference for 

plotting the westward 
movement of early settlers 
into Southern Illinois.  

The map illustrates the 
evolution of paths and trails 
into roads over time.  

The map is a valuable 
resource for anyone who is 
interested in early Southern 
Illinois history.      

The historical map is on 
sale for $35 at The Gather-
ing Place, 313 S. Main St., 
Anna, Ill., phone 833-6525. 
Proceeds from the map 
sales will go to Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council/Anna 
Arts Center.

Guests
Recent guests of Elaine 

Crain were relatives from 
Hot Springs, Ark., Terry 
and Linda Thompson. 

They enjoyed the beau-
tiful fall scenery at Bald 
Knob Cross, and the bluffs 
near Lick Creek and went 
on into Johnson County.  

They drove to the  con-
fluence of the Mississippi 
and Ohio rivers in Cairo 
and had a long conversation 
with a former river boat 
captain who is retired and 
now supplies the tug boats 
going south to New Orleans 
with food supplies.  

It is a complicated way of 
transferring the large boxes 
of food from a small boat to 
the tug boats, especially in 
rough weather.  

A storm was coming in 
as they talked to the man 
and he was apprehensive of 
making the transfer. 

They ended up at Hon-
ey’s Quick Stop in Ullin to 
have fish dinners and their 
delicious ice cream after 
driving through the rain 
storm.

40th Anniversary
Paul and Lynn Steveson 

will celebrate 40 years to-
gether on Sunday, Nov. 22.  

They met while teaching 
junior high school togeth-
er at Giant City School 
near Carbondale and later 
moved to rural Anna.

In 1995, they celebrated 
their 25th anniversary at St. 
Anne’s historical church 
in Anna. Their renewal of  
their wedding vows, was 
the first event held at St. 
Anne’s after it was restored 
to its former beauty and 
much more.  

Baby Congratulations
Ivan and Cali Basler on 

the birth of their sweet baby 
girl Stevie Kay Basler, who 
was born Nov. 10 at 1:25 
a.m. and weighed 6 pounds, 
5 ounces.

Loaves and Fishes
The Poshard Foundation 

has made a generous do-
nation to Loaves and Fish-
es, the United Methodist 
Church Anna church’s food 
pantry ministry.  

The donation will allow 
the purchase of food for 
children and their families.  
It also helps to continue the 
mission of the church in this 
ministry, reaching out to the 
people of our community 
with food and love.

Sympathy
Sympathy to Weldon and 

Judy Brown  on the death 
of Weldon’s cousin, Leroy 
Fox from Paducah. He was 
105 years old, would have 
been 106 on Jan 6. 

Leroy was a member of 
the Anna Masonic Lodge.  
Weldon says rest in peace 
good cousin we will miss 
you for sure. I know God 
will welcome you and keep 
you by his side. Until we 
meet again goodbye. 

Get well wishes to Wel-
don, who was not able to 
attend his cousin’s funeral 
because of the COVID.

Honor Wreaths For 
Veterans

A special thanks to Rich-
ard and Evelyn Gillespie for 
their donation for a wreath 
in memory of Richard’s dad 
Clarence Gillespie.  

Diane Kirby in mem-
ory of her uncle Kenneth 
Millis and for a veteran 
who doesn’t have a wreath. 
Darlene Lingle for a veteran 
who doesn’t have a wreath. 
A donor for six veterans 
who don’t have a wreath 
in honor of her six grand-
children. 

Ronald Shepard and Del-
la McMahan-Shepard for 
two wreaths. Sarah Hensch 
for two wreaths, Judy Tellor 
in memory of her husband 
Glenn and a veteran that 
has no one to buy for them. 

Mike and Ranae Smith 
for their Honor Wreaths 
in memory of Russell B. 
Brown and Howard R.  

Davie. 
Billie Holdman in mem-

ory of her husband Danny 
Holdman and a veteran 
who doesn’t have a wreath. 
Pamela Stout in memory 
of her uncle Theodore R. 
Womick, who served in 
World War II and the Ko-
rean War. 

Elaine Crain in memory 
of a veteran who doesn’t 
have anyone to buy for 
them. 

Terrie Rhymer for her 
dad James Chamness in 
Alto Pass Cemetery. GFWC 
Illinois Anna-Jonesboro 
Women’s Club for two vet-
erans. Anna-Jonesboro Ro-
tary Club for two veterans. 

Susan Rendleman for  
her dad Myron F. Schus-
ter, Air Force, World War 
II Anna Cemetery, Wil-
liam Jacob Rendleman her 
grandpa, Army, World War 
I. She will take to Jonesboro 
Cemetery. She and Brad 
will lay the wreaths and 
help lay Honor Wreaths 
for Veterans on the other 
graves. 

If you would like to help 
lay the wreaths please let 
me know and also you can 
just come to our ceremony 
and let us know that day 
you want to help lay the 
wreaths. 

A special thanks to ev-
eryone who has bought a 
wreath and  to those who  
have said they will help 
lay them.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon se-
ries: Essentials Understand-
ing and Defending your 
Faith. This week Salvation, 
How is a Person Saved with 
scripture from Ephesians.

Birthdays: Nov. 20 Katie 
Barringer, 22 Brenda Hile-
man, 24 Katelyn Cox, 25 
Melissa Maxey and Jackie 
Penrod, 27 Zoe Chen, Su-
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THURSDAY NOVEMBER 19, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Count down Bang (HD) Chrisley (5:15) “Movie” The Un do ing
(HD)

“The Oth ers”
(‘01)

Moonbase 8

:30 Pre-Game Col lege Foot ball 
Tulane vs Tulsa
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Chrisley Moonbase 8

7 PM Sta tion 19 An i mal
call.

Young Thurs day Night
Foot ball Ar i zona 
Car di nals at Se -
at tle Seahawks
(Live)

Super store Bang (HD) Chrisley TBA The Un do ing
(HD)

“Border town”
(‘07) Mys te ri ous
mur ders. (HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 B Pos i tive Con nect ing Bang (HD) Chrisley Dis ney Fam

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

Mom (HD) To Be An -
nounced

Bang (HD) Chrisley Just Roll aa “Lit tle”
(‘19) Adult to
child. (HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Uni corn Bang (HD) Chrisley TBA

9 PM A Mil lion Lit tle
Things

Star Trek: Dis cov -
ery

Date line NBC
(HD)

Bang (HD) Chrisley Austn/Ally aaa “The
Debt” Nazi war
crim i nal.

Shame less (HD)

:30 SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) Miz & Mrs Austn/Ally His Dark Ma te ri -
als10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Chrisley Austn/Ally DESUS & MERO

(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Lo cal (:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Chrisley Wiz ards Win ning (:50) War rior
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Seinfeld Chrisley Jessie Win ning The Best

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Chrisley Jessie “Hobbs” “John Wick”

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 20, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
Syr a cuse Or -
ange at Lou is -
ville Car di nals
(Live) (HD)

Seinfeld (5:25) aa “The 
Twi light Saga:
Eclipse” (‘10)

(5:25) “Movie” (:15) The Un do -
ing

“As sault on
Pre cinct 13"
(‘05)

“Equals” Il le gal
love.:30 “Movie”

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver (HD) WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

To Be An -
nounced

Jessie (:05) “City
Slick ers” (‘91)
Men on cat tle
drive.

The Reagans

:30 Jessie aac “The
Hunt” Twelve
strang ers.8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -

ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

(:15) “Movie” “The Twi light
Saga: Break ing 
Dawn: Part 1"
(‘11) (HD)

Jessie “21 Bridges” A
city wide hunt.
(R):30 Jessie

9 PM Blue Bloods
“Trust”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Score board Ra ven Real Time Maher
(HD)

War rior

:30 Col lege Foot ball 
UCLA Bruins at
Or e gon Ducks
(Live)

Just Roll (:48) War rior
(HD)

(:40) DESUS &
MERO10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Dis ney Fam How To

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Stuck Mid. Real Time Maher
(HD)

“The Pun ish er”
(‘04, Ac tion)
(HD)

(:40) The
Reagans11 PM Lo cal Pro grams ELEAGUE (HD) Fam ily Jessie

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Fam ily Jessie How To “Young”

THURSDAY
9:00pm

SHOW Shame less “Sur vival of the Fit test”
Lip is close to grad u at ing from high school and 
is ea ger to cel e brate the achieve ment; Fiona
and the fam ily pre pare a sur prise party for Lip.
TVMA (HD)

CBS Star Trek: Dis cov ery “Si Vis Pacem,
Para Bellum” The U.S.S. Dis cov ery is tasked
with a high-pri or ity mis sion to travel to planet
Pahvo and learn the sci ence be hind the
Klingon’s cloak ing tech nol ogy. TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:05pm

HBO City Slick ers aaa (1991, Com edy)
Billy Crys tal, Dan iel Stern. Three friends from
the city head west for a two-week cat tle drive,
and along the way, they learn things about
them selves and their trav el ing com pan ions.
PG-13 (HD)

7:30pm
MAX The Hunt aac (2020, Thriller) Ike
Barinholtz, Betty Gilpin. Twelve strang ers
wake up with no clue of where they are or how
they got there, and a group of elites gath ers to
hunt the hu mans for sport. R (HD)

7:00pm
USA The Twi light Saga: Break ing Dawn:
Part 2 aac (2012, Fan tasy) Kristen Stew art,
Rob ert Pattinson. Bella ex pe ri ences a new life
and new pow ers af ter the birth of her daugh ter
Renesmee, but the fam ily is soon threat ened
once again. PG-13 (HD)

8:00pm
DISN Jessie A naïve 18-year-old from ru ral
Texas moves to New York af ter she fi nally
moves out of her par ents’ house, and she is
given the chance to be a nanny. TV G (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY NOVEMBER 21, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Score board Lo cal Pro grams Coll. Ftbl Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

(5:30) “Movie” (4:30) “Dawn 1"
(‘11)

TBA aac “Bat tle -
ship” (‘12)

War rior The Reagans

:30 Col lege Foot ball 
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

Ex tra (HD) TBA “Rambo” (‘08)
Thai mis sion ar -
ies.7 PM NCIS: New Or -

leans
Col lege Foot ball 
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

“The Twi light
Saga: Break ing 
Dawn: Part 2"
(‘12) (HD)

BUNK’D Be tween the
World and Me
(HD)

The Good Lord
Bird:30 BUNK’D

8 PM 48 Hours (HD) Bang (HD) Jessie aaa “8 Mile”
(‘02) Eminem.
Rap per vs. con -
flict.

aac “First
Re formed” (‘18) 
A pas tor’s life.
(HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Dis ney Fam “Un der wa ter”
(‘20, Hor ror)
(HD)9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Sat. Night Live

(HD)
Score board Bang (HD) Just Roll

:30 Col lege Foot ball 
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) (:29) “The Twi -
light Saga:
Break ing
Dawn: Part 2"
(‘12)

Big City

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Jok ers Amphibia (:05) Be tween
the World and
Me

(:15) War rior
(HD)

“The Gen tle -
men” (‘20)
Amer i can ex pa -
tri ate.

:30 PBC Fight Sat. Night Live
Sketch com edy.

Jok ers Mickey

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams PBC The Mis ery Jessie “Planet Apes”
(‘11):30 Lo cal The Mis ery Jessie Un do ing

THURSDAY

MONDAY NOVEMBER 23, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Mon day Count -
down

Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Dis ney Fam (5:45) “Godzilla: 
King of the
Mon sters” (‘19)

“The King dom”
(‘07)

The Reagans

:30 Lo cal Fam Guy Dis ney Fam

7 PM Danc ing with the 
Stars “Fi nale”
(HD)

Neigh bor. L.A.’s Fin est
(HD)

The Voice
Hope fuls
coached. (HD)

Mon day Foot ball 
Los An geles
Rams at Tampa
Bay Buc ca neers
(Live)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (T)
(HD)

Dis ney Fam War rior “BELUSHI”
(‘20, Drama):30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy Dis ney Fam (:45) “Equi lib -

rium” (‘02) Out -
lawed emo tions.8 PM All Rise (HD) Filthy Rich (HD) Fam Guy Big City His Dark Ma te ri -

als:30 Fam Guy Jessie

9 PM The Good Doc -
tor

Bull (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Weak est Link
(HD)

Dad (HD) Jessie In dus try “Notting
Hill”

“Shaft” (‘00)
NYPD de tec tive.
(HD):30 Dad (HD) Jessie ac “Asy lum”

A dorm with a
past.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal (:15)

SportsCenter
with Scott (HD)

Conan Fam ily Syd ney Axios (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily Syd ney His Dark Ma te ri -
als

Moonbase 8

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Fam ily Jessie “This Means
War”

(:15) The
Reagans:30 Night line Corden Late Night NFL Re wind Conan Fam ily Jessie In dus try

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 24, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams CFB Play off: Top
25

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

“Zom bies” Real Time “8 Mile” (‘02)
Eminem.

“Our Id iot
Brother”:30 Bang (HD) “Zom bies 2"

(‘20) At tend
prom.

(:45) Axios

7 PM The
Bachelorette
(HD)

NCIS (HD) Cos mos The Voice (HD) 2020 MLS Cup
Play offs “First
Round” (Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

(:20) “Un der wa -
ter” (‘20) Crew
of re search ers.

aaac “The
Fighter” (‘10)
Box ing broth ers.
(HD)

Ray Don o van
“Tu lip”:30 Bang (HD)

8 PM FBI (HD) NeXt “FILE #5"
(HD)

This Is Us (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

ZOMBIES In side the NFL
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Ra ven

9 PM (:01) Big Sky
(HD)

FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Trans plant (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Real Sports
(HD)

“Serpico” (‘73,
Drama) Po lice
cor rup tion. (HD)

The Best

:30 2020 MLS Cup
Play offs “First
Round” (Live)

The Mis ery Ra ven

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Fam ily Syd ney The Un do ing
(HD)

In side the NFL
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

The Mis ery Fam ily Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams The Mis ery Fam ily Jessie Axios (HD) (:15) War rior
(HD)

Moonbase 8

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Sports Conan Fam ily Jessie In dus try “Our Id iot”

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) NCIS “Ready or
Not”

Big City “The Dead
Don’t Die” (‘19)
The dead rise.
(R)

“The Debt” (‘11)
(HD)

“Robin Hood”

:30 Bang (HD) Big City “Apollo 13"
(‘95) An ex plo -
sion aboard a
space craft. (HD)7 PM Goldbergs Amaz ing Race

(HD)
The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE NXT
(Live) (HD)

Big City “Rise of Planet
of Apes” (‘11):30 House wife Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM Conners Amaz ing Race
(HD)

I Can See Your
Voice

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball Baylor vs
Ar i zona State
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Big City “Mys tery of
D.B. Coo per”
(‘20):30 black-ish Bang (HD) Big City (:45) “John

Wick: Chap ter
3 - Parabellum”
(‘19, Ac tion)9 PM For Life (HD) S.W.A.T. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) “Harry Pot ter
and the Sor -
cerer’s Stone”
(‘01) Or phan
learns magic.

Big City “Ar ma ged don”
(‘98) Bruce Wil -
lis. As ter oid
threat ens. (HD)

:30 Fron tal Big City The Un do ing
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Big City

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Sports Seinfeld Big City In dus try “Notting
Hill”11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Seinfeld Jessie aa “Border -

town” (‘07):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Jessie Mur der on In side NFL

SUNDAY
7:00pm

ABC 2020 Amer i can Mu sic Awards Host
Taraji P. Henson pre sides over the world’s
larg est fan-voted award show, which fea tures
live per for mances by nom i nees and other mu -
si cians. (HD)

8:00pm
HBO The Un do ing “Trial By Fury” The pros e -
cu tion pres ents stun ning ev i dence while the
de fense places sus pi cion on the in ves ti ga tion;
Henry de cides to re veal a cer tain se cret to
Grace. TVMA (HD)

MONDAY
7:45pm

MAX Equi lib rium aaa (2002, Sci ence Fic -
tion) Chris tian Bale, Em ily Wat son. Tasked with
en forc ing a ban on emo tions and free dom of
ex pres sion, an elite gov ern ment agent be gins
to doubt the fas cist re gime that he works for. R

9:00pm
NBC Weak est Link Host Jane Lynch wel -
comes con tes tants to an swer gen eral knowl -
edge ques tions to ac cu mu late prize money up
to $1 mil lion and build chains of cor rect an -
swers. (HD)

8:00pm
FOX NeXt “FILE #5" Shea is re united with a
fig ure from her past by NEXT while she gets
ready to check on Ethan and Ty; Ted co mes up
with a plan to stay in the com pany. TV14 (HD)

9:00pm
CBS FBI: Most Wanted “Ex e cute” A fam ily
of three is killed in a car crash that was caused
by a hacker who makes in creas ingly ex treme
ransomware de mands and is be ing pur sued
by the team. TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

8:00pm
ESPN Col lege Bas ket ball “2020 Em pire
Clas sic: Semi fi nal 2" (HD)

9:08pm
USA Harry Pot ter and the Sor cerer’s
Stone aaac (2001, Fan tasy) Dan iel
Radcliffe, Rupert Grint. An or phaned boy en -
rolls in a school of wiz ardry, where he learns
the truth about him self, his fam ily and the ter ri -
ble evil that haunts the mag i cal world. PG
TVPG (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 22, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) NFL (Live) Foot ball Amer ica
(HD)

Sports Grinch Law & Or der:
SVU

aaa “Won -
der” (‘17,
Drama) Af flicted
boy. (PG)

(:20) “Un der wa -
ter” (‘20) Crew
of re search ers.

“Hal low een II”
(‘81)

The Reagans

:30 The OT 2020 MLS Cup
Play offs “First
Round” (Live)

Elf (HD)

7 PM 2020 Amer i can
Mu sic Awards
Mu sic awards.
(HD)

NCIS: L. A. (HD) Simp sons Sun. Night Foot -
ball Kan sas City
Chiefs at Las
Ve gas Raid ers
(Live) (HD)

“The Wiz ard of
Oz” (‘39) A
mag i cal land.
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

aa “Un for get -
ta ble” (‘17) (R)
(HD)

The Reagans

:30 The Harts

8 PM NCIS: New Or -
leans

Bur gers Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven The Un do ing
(HD)

“BELUSHI”
(‘20, Drama):30 Fam Guy Just Roll “Abra ham Lin -

coln: Vam pire
Hunter” (‘12)9 PM NCIS “Re quiem”

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

2020 MLS Cup
Play offs “First
Round” (Live)

“The Wiz ard of
Oz” (‘39) Trans -
ported to a mag -
i cal land.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Mur der on (HD)

:30 BUNK’D (:50) Moonbase 8
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Lo cal Pro grams Fam ily BUNK’D The Un do ing

(HD):30 Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Fam ily BUNK’D “Cursed” (‘05)
Were wolf at -
tacks.

The Reagans

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily Jessie Mur der on (HD)

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal “Jun gle” Fam ily Jessie Moonbase 8

MONDAY

Television Listings

san Grisby, Angela Ralls. 
Anniversaries: Nov. 25 

Paul and Sarah Gibson,  27 
Ralph and Darlene Glas-
ford.

Look on their social me-
dia platforms, Facebook 
and YouTube, for up to date 
Bible studies, services and 
other announcements.  And 
Sundays morning at 10:30 
for worship service and 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. for 
Bible Study online at www.
annaheights.com.

Anna Heights continues 
to have 8 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. in house services and 
9:30 a.m. Bible study on 
Sundays.

Lord’s Supper will be 
Sunday, Nov. 22. No ser-
vices on Wednesday, Nov. 
25.

There will be a Love 
Packages Mission Trip to 
Butler, Ill., leaving Friday, 

Dec. 4, at 5:30 p.m. and 
returning Saturday, Dec. 5, 
by 6 p.m. Sign up in Mis-
sions Corner by Nov. 29, 
cost is $10.

Momma Lou’s crafters 
will meet Tuesday, Nov. 24, 
at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel.  
Class is full for this month.

The church is missing 
a yard/cart trailer from 
the bus barn. If you know 
where it is please return it or 
call the church office.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna.

 Rev. Tim Gossett’s ser-
mon was Using Your Tal-
ents Wisely with scripture 
from Matthew. 

Carla Anderson said a 
special prayer for Rev. Tim 
before his sermon. 

The  handbel l  choi r 
played a beautiful  song Be 
Thou My Vision.  

Wednesday men’s and 

women’s  Bible  s tudy 
groups met. Rev. Jimmy 
Keller will be preaching 
Sunday, Nov. 22.

New Restaurant
Bill and Jennifer Cleg-

horn’s diner, named Mar-
garet, located on the  corner 
of the historic square in 
Jonesboro just before you 
get to the PAST House, is 
open for carry outs. Lots 
of people have enjoyed 
their food.

Light House Outreach
Light House Outreach 

meets on Sunday mornings 
at 10:30 a.m. The church 
is located on the corner of 
West Chestnut and North 
Green streets. Gary Broad-
way is the pastor.

Anna VFW
The Anna VFW will be 

serving drive-thru meals on 
Monday and Friday, from 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The post plans to have 
a drive-thru Friday night 
fish fry on Nov. 27 if there 
is enough interest. This is 
the day after Thanksgiving 
so they are hoping you will 
continue to support the post 
while it remains closed. 
You can purchase  extra 
pieces of fish for only $2.

Honor Wreaths For 
Veterans 

 The ceremony will be at 
our Anna Cemetery Dec. 19 
at 11 a.m. Social distance 
and masks will be required.   

The deadline to buy an 
Honor Wreath for a Veteran 
will be Monday, Nov. 30.  If 
you haven’t sent money yet 
for your loved one a wreath 
they are $15. 

We have a lot of veterans 
buried in our Anna Cem-
etery who have no living 
family if you would like to 
sponsor one of them.  

Our goal this year is to 
put an Honor Wreath on 
every veteran’s grave in 
our Anna Cemetery. They 
served our country now it’s 
time to give them this day 
of honor. 

If you would like to help  
the check can be made to 
Honor Wreaths For Veter-
ans and mailed to Martha 
Ann Webb, 118 W. Monroe 
St., Anna, Ill. 62906. You 
can also drop your check 
off at Anna City Hall but 
please be sure you make it 
out to Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans. 

A special thanks to ev-
eryone who has sponsored 
a veteran. 

If you would like to help 
put the wreaths on  the 
graves we would really 
appreciate the help. 

Military Prayer List
Trace Faire, John Mi-

chael Brimm, Kaleb Mei-
er, Nathaniel Moss, Der-
ek Nelson, Nick Pearson, 
Nate Frankell,  Alex Gratz, 
Lukas W. Davis, Reagan 
Morrison, Garrett Goins, 
James McWhorter, Jen-
nifer Ann Bishop, Arin 
Whitemountain, Katelynn 
Williams, Lindsey Keene, 
Jacob Schaefer,  Jerod 
Schaefer, Creighton Laster, 
Josh Steveson, Josh Wil-
liams,  Jim Bonner, Nick 
Harvel, Nona Elizabeth 
Luke, Lucas J. Strickland, 
William Nathaniel Fran-
kell, Ethan Maze, Tanner 
Anderson, Hayden Young, 
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse and wife Megan in 
Alaska.
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Keep germs and dirt at bay with
disinfecting wipes, sprays, soap, tissue

and so much more!

(continued from page 1)
“Christmas Around the 

Community” gift boxes 
were being pre-sold on the 
CEO program’s website, 
unioncountyceo.org, and on 
their Facebook page, Union 
County CEO.

Orders were taken start-
ing last Friday – and the 
response has been very, 
very good. 

As of early this week, 
the CEO program reported 
the fewer than 50 of 200 
Christmas gift boxes which 
had been created were still 
available. The gift boxes 
were expected to sell out 

by Thursday, today.
Drive-through, no con-

tact pickup is set for Satur-
day, Nov. 28, from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. at CEO’s festive 
booth.

The booth is scheduled 
to be located along South 
Main Street at the First 
Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church’s parking lot dur-
ing the celebration of Small 
Business Saturday/Christ-
mas in Downtown Anna. 

Delivery that day also 
was being made available 
in Union County for a small 
fee.

“A gift FROM our com-

munity is a gift TO our 
community” has become 
the motto of this business.  

Recently, Susan Odum, 
from University of Illinois 
Extension spoke to the 
students.  

CEO program student 
Maddox Thorpe wrote: 
“She talked to us about 
our local economy and the 
importance of shopping 
local and how it will help 
our community. We talked 
about sales taxes and the 
money flow of our local 
economy. It was crazy to 
see how things like just 
buying small things from 
local businesses effects 
the community. I never re-
ally thought about this until 
Wednesday, and it really 

made me rethink where I 
put my money.”

This business could not 
have been so successful 
without the sponsors who 
have provided financial 
backing, goods and ser-
vices.  At the time of this 
writing, they include the 
following.

Gold Sponsors: Anna 
Baking Company, A-J Na-
tional Bank, Quick’s Skat-
ing Rink and C’s Bees.

Silver Sponsors: Anna 
State Bank, Union County 
Hospital, Kiwanis Club, 
Kiki’s Coffeehouse, Dairy 
Queen, Lilli of the Valley, 
Amanda Myers Neilson 
Photography, WIBH, He-
brewz Coffeehouse, The 
Farmer ’s Granddaugh-

ter, Rendleman Orchards, 
Flamm Orchards and Triple 
C Meats.

Bronze Sponsors: Shaw-
nee Hills Lavender, Davis 
Pastry, The Goddard Place, 
Wildflower Meadows All 
Naturals, Kelli Wood/Ed-
ward Jones, Gurley and 
Son, Rodney Wright’s 
Towing, Sonic, Anna Tire 
and Auto, Steve Hornbeak 
Productions, Crabtree and 
Merriman, Union County 
Farm Bureau, Union Coun-
ty Market, Union County 
Women in Business, Rep-
pert’s Office Supplies,  
WildCat Nutrition, Rusty’s 
Home Center, Union Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, 
City of Anna and City of 
Jonesboro.

White Sponsors: Doc’s 
Lakeside Cabin, Martin’s 
Sharp-All, Phases, Farm-
ers State Bank, Brumleve 
Farms, Whitney Account-
ing, Shawnee Hills Real 
Estate, Lambdin Farms, 
Parrish and Lambdin, Rural 
Health Inc., Moreland Eye 
Care, Nalee Rae’s, Schae-
fer Excavating, Havisham 
House, H & R Block/Mary 
K. Miller, Bald Knob Cross 
and First State Bank of 
Dongola.

CEO program student 
Nate Baggott noted in his 
journal: “Our class business 
is looking really good in my 
opinion. I like how it will 
actually support more than 
just our own CEO team in 
the hard times people and 
businesses are having right 
now. I think people will ap-
preciate the effort that we 

put into this and how it’s 
truly for the betterment of 
the community.”

Creating Entrepreneur-
ial Opportunities, CEO is 
a 2-credit weighted high 
school class that educates 
students about life, leader-
ship and business skills.  

This year, there are 14 
seniors in the class who 
were selected from 20 ap-
plicants from Union County 
high schools.  

The class always meets 
in a local business, from 
7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. every 
school day. 

The class is facilitated by 
Melanie Smith and taught 
by women and men in busi-
ness and community leaders 
as they share their expertise 
and personal stories.  

“I find it quite astonish-
ing that local businesses 
are so able and willing to 
pour (support) into this pro-
gram,” CEO program stu-
dent Aubrey Fisher shared.  

“With each local dollar, 
an investment is made in 
our futures.  

“Also, I feel as if tasks 
such as talking to local 
business owners are prepar-
ing us for a whole slew of 
future experiences. It’s as 
if, suddenly, the prospect 
of having an interview or 
talking to a professor seems 
less daunting.  

“I am already less afraid 
of talking to those in roles 
above me, and I assume this 
feeling will only grow as 
the year progresses.”

'Christmas Around the Community'

Local high school student launches lotion, soap business
Most high school seniors 

are focusing on SAT’s and 
college applications, but 
one Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School senior 
is doing that while starting 
her own business.  

Madilyn Gawrych-Turn-
er, 17, of Jonesboro, is the 
founder of The Farmer’s 
Granddaughter: Southern 
Illinois Scents.  

Turner came up with the 
name because her grandfa-
ther, Don Rich, has farmed 
in Union County, all of his 
life.  

He and his wife, Lucille, 
have two children and five 
grandchildren, but Madilyn 
is their only granddaughter.

Turner said she is ex-
cited to provide the local 
community with quality 
lotions, soaps and other 
beauty products that spot-
light scents inspired from 
Union County.  

“Anna’s Annabelle” is 
a popular scent from the 
native hydrangea plant that 
is featured in almost all 
of her products including: 
whipped lotion, foaming 
hand soap, bubble bath, 
shower gel, linen/room 
spray and body mist.  

“Pink Cookies,” a sweet 
sugar cookie smell inspired 
by the local pastry shop, 
and “Shawnee Hills,” an 
outdoor, rugged scent, are 
other year-round scents 
offered in her product line.

For the holidays, Turner 
has some special scents 
that will invoke scents 
from our rural area, includ-
ing: Hometown Holiday, 
Country Christmas, Fire-
side Flannel, Candy Cane 
and O Christmas Tree. “A 
Union County Christmas” 
is the scent of her featured 
three-wick candle.

Turner’s first scent that 
she made as a limited edi-
tion gave her grandmother 
recognition.  She has nearly 
sold out of the whipped 
shea lotion “Grandma’s 
Pumpkin Pie.”  

Currently, the “Candy 
Cane” hand sanitizer is a 
very popular item.  It is $4 
for a two-ounce bottle.

“Lavender Fields” bath 
bombs and soap bars with 
scents “Blueberry Hill” and 
“Candy Cane Christmas” 
are also available.

Other scents in some 
products are Wild Honey-
suckle, Wine Trail, Peachy 

Clean, Backroad, Farm 
Fresh, Apple Orchard, 
Grandma’s Garden, Flower 
Garden, Country Morning, 
Rockabye Baby, Country 
Cabin, Gunpowder & Lead 
and Sunrise.  

Turner is working on 
adding more scents for 
Valentine’s Day, Easter, 
Spring, and Summer.   

While Backroad, Shaw-
nee Hills, and Gunpowder 
& Lead are more masculine 
scents, others like Blue-
berry Hill, Apple Orchard, 
Farm Fresh, and Fireside 
Flannel are gender neutral.  

Turner considers Anna’s 
Annabelle, Wild Honey-
suckle and Wine Trail femi-
ninine scents.  Pink Cookies 
seems to be a favorite of 
kids.

Turner said she is proud 
to feature the local area 
where she grew up in her 
product line.  

“We live in a beautiful 
area filled with gorgeous 
scenery and friendly lo-
cally owned stores. Even 
if you had to move away 
from Union County, hope-
fully the scent of my prod-
ucts can make you feel at 
home,” Turner noted.

Founder of new business
Madilyn Gawrych-Turner, founder of The Farmer’s Granddaughter: Southern 

Illinois Scents, is shown at the debut launching of her business in front of the 
Mud Dress in downtown Anna at an October event. Photo provided.

The Farmer’s Grand-
daughter: Southern Illinois 
Scents plans to have a booth 
on Saturday, Nov. 28, at 
the Holiday Bazaar at The 
Anna Arts Center from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  

On Dec. 5, her booth will 
be located at the Hometown 
Craftsman Celebration at 
The Barn Event Center on 
Lick Creek Road from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Orders can also be made 

by emailing thefarmer-
sgranddaughterscents@
gmail.com or follow The 
Farmer’s Granddaughter 
Facebook page (Southern 
Illinois Scents) at Madi 
Turner.  Items can be mailed 
for a shipping fee.  

Products range in price 
from $4 to $18.  Most items 
are in the $5 to $10 range.  
Turner is also making an 
assortment of gift baskets 
for the holiday season.

When not making her 
products, Turner is ex-
tremely busy attending 
school, working part-time 
at A-J National Bank and 
is a member of the Union 
County CEO program and 
local MCML 4-H Club.  

She plans to at tend 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale next fall to ma-
jor in public relations.  She 
is the daughter of Pamela 
and Rodney Turner.  
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 3 year old male 
Cockatiel with large cage. 
$75.00. Call (618)-697-0762.

48p-49gc

FOR SALE: Anna Moose 
Lodge #1181 XL jacket, 
$40.00. ALSO, 2006 Mercury 
Marquis, 70K miles, excel-
lent condition, $10,000. Call 
(618)-614-8518.

49gpc

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for Custodial to work Shaw-
nee College in the Ullin and 
Cairo locations. Apply at 
Main Campus in Ullin.

49-50gpc

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT:  

Southern Five Regional 
Planning District and Devel-
opment Commission is seek-
ing a full-time Administrative 
Assistant.   

Required Education/Work 
Experience:  Associate de-
gree preferred or equivalent 
work experience.  

Required skills include:  
excellent typing/word pro-
cessing skills, excellent com-
munication skills, evidence of 
strong attention to details with 
excellent follow-through 
skills, ability to organize and 
handle multiple tasks with 
frequent interruptions, ability 
to work independently, ex-
cellent computer application 
skills including MS Word, 
Excel, and Publisher.  

The Administrative As-
sistant will be responsible 
for the following:  provide 
confidential administrative 
support for the Agency’s 
Executive Director and Pro-
gram Directors; compose 
and produce reports, letters, 
memos, and presentations; 
maintain electronic and paper 
files; schedule meetings and 
appointments; provide gener-
al clerical support; maintain 
computer databases and 
prepare mailings; assist with 
the preparation, submission 
and administration of grant 
applications. 

Salary Range: $23,500 - 
$27,000

Benefits include company 
retirement contributions and 
generous sick leave, vacation 
time, and paid holidays.

Interested applicants 
should send cover letter with 
resume and 3 professional 
references to:  Executive 
Director, Southern Five 
RPC, 5 Justice Drive, Ullin, 
IL 62992 or to tgeorge@
southernfive.org.  Resumes 
will be accepted until po-
sition is filled.  Preference 
will be given to applicants 
residing in the Southern Five 
counties.  Please feel free to 
contact us at (618)-845-9000, 
if you have questions about 
the position.  Southern Five 
Regional Planning District 
and Development Commis-
sion is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

49-50gp

Come Join Our Team at 
Union County Hospital!

Positions are now posted 
online for the following:
Long Term Care—RN Day 

shift and Evening shift 
C.N.A—Sign-on bonus

 ES Workers Full-Time--
Sign-on bonus

Med/Surg-C.N.A Full-time 
day shift--Sign-on bonus

For more information, 
contact us at 618-833-4511 
ext. 4297.  
See all our job postings and 

apply online at
www.unioncountyhospital.

com
(We are an Equal

 Opportunity Employer)
Union County Hospital

517 N. Main St.
Anna, IL  62906

49gp

Yard    
Sale

UNION COUNTY 
GUIDELINES 

PERTAINING TO 
YARD/GARAGE SALES:

1. Social Distancing must 
be exercised.

2. Please wear a mask 
and/or other protective 
clothing.

3. No more than 10 peo-
ple at one time permitted.

tfn

LAST YARD SALE OF 
THIS YEAR: 402 Spring-
field Avenue, Anna. Fri-
day, November 20, 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Saturday, 
November 21, 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Groceries, linens, toys, 
puzzles, books, men, women 
& chidren's clothing, end 
table, wicker baskets, some 
Christmas, too much to list.

49g n/c

*CLEARANCE SALE:*
REPPERT'S OFFICE 

SUPPLY, 
112 LAFAYETTE 
STREET, ANNA.

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

File Folders, Cards, 
Stamps, 

Lots of Misc. Supplies. 
All Sales Final.

tfn

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
SHOP: Cobden. 117 S. 
Appleknocker. Weekends 
- November 7 through De-
cember 19. Saturday, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., and Sunday, 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. Trees, decorations. 
(618)-893-2865.

46p-1gc

INSIDE MOVING SALE: 
500 South Green Street, 
Anna. Dresser, loveseat, end 
tables, china cabinet, reclin-
ers, chairs, quilting supplies, 
antique kitchenware, and 
much more. Friday, Novem-
ber 20, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturday, November 21, 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

48p-49gc

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TINY MIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION:

Matthew Pearson, Owner
(618)-201-5323

Licensed • Insured
• NO Job TOO BIG 
or TOO SMALL •

We Make Your Tiny 
Dreams Mighty!

tfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Gravel & Sand

(618)-833-6197 or
(618)-697-0453

gptfn

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF
VALETTA J. STONER,

DECEASED.
IN PROBATE
NO.  2020-P-27

   
NOTICE OF DEATH,

INDEPENDENT 
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
Valetta J. Stoner of 157 In-
dustrial Dr., Anna, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on October 27, 2020, to Billie 
G. Stoner, Jr., 5912 Suson Pl., 
Apt. 1, St. Louis, MO  63139, 
as Independent Administra-
tor, whose attorney is Elvis 
C. Cameron, 205B N. Main 
St., Anna, Illinois.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this Court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St., Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Administrator, or both, 
on or before May 5, 2021, 
or if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Independent 
Administrator is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate 
Act of the State of Illinois, 
the date stated in that notice.  
Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to 
the Administrator and to the 
attorneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:   October 28, 2020.
   

BILLIE G. STONER, JR.
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATOR

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY NO. 6244394

ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

47-49g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK,
a National Chartered

Bank,
Plaintiff,

v.
WILLIAM CODY 

CAMPBELL,
THE CITY OF ANNA,
an Illinois municipal 

corporation, 
and UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and 

NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.
CASE NO.:  2020CH15

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, 
William Cody Campbell, 
The City of Anna, an Illinois 
municipal corporation, Un-
known Owners and Non-Re-
cord Claimants, Defendants 
in the above-entitled suit, that 
the said suit has been com-
menced in the Circuit Court 
of Union County, Illinois, 

by the said Plaintiff against 
you and other Defendants 
to foreclose a certain Mort-
gage covering the following 
described premises, to-wit:

EXHIBIT A
Tract I: A parcel of land 

being a part of Lot 27 of the 
A.J. Menees' Addition to the 
Town of Anna, and being a 
part of the southeast quarter of 
the northeast quarter of Sec-
tion 20, Township 12 South, 
Range 1 west of the third 
principal meridian said parcel 
is described and recorded in 
Book 106, Page 595, in the 
Union County Courthouse in 
the name of Homer and Na-
dine Campbell, dated August 
10th, 1993.  Said parcel being 
more particularly described 
as follows:

Commencing at the north-
west of said Lot 27, thence 
N89°45'28" E. 46.50 feet 
along the south right-of-way 
line of Williams Street (unde-
veloped) to an iron rod found 
at the northeast corner of the 
Whittington property (Book 
196, Page 295), this being the 
point of beginning, thence 
N89°45'28" E. 150.00 feet 
along said south right-of-way 
line to an iron rod set, thence 
S00°03'43" E. 100.00 feet 
along the west right-of-way 
line of a private road to an iron 
rod set at the northeast corner 
of the Campbell property 
(Book 96, Page 441), thence 
S89°46'56" W. 146.57 feet to 
an iron rod set in the east line 
of said Whittington property 
thence along said Whittington 
property the following three 
(3) calls, thence N00°06'03" 
W. 49.90 feet to the point 
of beginning, said parcel to 
contain 0.340 acres, more or 
less, per survey by John M. 
Wallace, Illinois Professional 
Land Surveyor No. 3820, 
dated January 22, 2014, said 
parcel being subject to all 
rights-of-way and easements, 
recorded or otherwise all sit-
uated in the County of Union, 
State of Illinois.

Tract II: An easement for 
right of ingress and egress 
and for utilities being a part 
of Lot 27 of the A.J. Menees' 
Addition to the Town of 
Anna, and being a part of the 
southeast quarter of the north-
east quarter of Section 20, 
Township 12 South, Range 
1 West of the third principal 
meridian, said easement is a 
part of property described and 

recorded in Book 97, Page 
441, in the Union County 
Courthouse in the name of 
Homer and Nadine Campbell, 
dated June 16th, 1961, said 
easement being more partic-
ularly described as follows:

Commencing at the south-
west corner of said Lot 27, 
thence N89°45'59" W. 50.00 
feet to an iron rod found at 
the southwest corner of said 
Homer and Nadine Campbell 
property, this being the point 
of beginning, thence with said 
Homer and Nadine Campbell 
property, the following two 
(2) calls, thence N00°06'03" 
W. 96.62 feet to an iron rod 
set, thence N89°46'56" E. 
20.00 feet to a point, thence 
S00°06'03" E. 96.62 feet 
along a new line to a point in 
the south line of said Lot 27, 
thence S89°45'59" W. 20.00 
feet to the point of beginning.

Said easement to contain 
0.044 acres, more or less, per 
survey by John M. Wallace, 
Illinois Professional Land 
Surveyor No. 3820, dated 
February 12, 2014.

Said easement being sub-
ject to all rights-of-way 
and easements, recorded or 
otherwise, all situated in the 
County of Union, State of 
Illinois.

All in accordance with a 
revised plat of survey, dated 
January 22, 2014, and record-
ed February 18, 2014, as Doc. 
No. 2014R0264, and further 
indexed at Plat Book 11, 
Page 910, made by John M. 
Wallace, Illinois Professional 
Land Surveyor No. 3820, 
in the Recorder's Office of 
Union County, Illinois.

Parcel # 14-00-08-438
420 East Williams St.
Anna, IL 62906
and for other relief, that 

summons was duly issued 
out of the said Court against 
you as provided by law, and 
that said suit is still pending.

Now, therefore, unless 
you, the said Defendants, 
William Cody Campbell, 
The City of Anna, an Illinois 
municipal corporation, Un-
known Owners and Non-Re-
cord Claimants, file your 
Answer to the Complaint in 
the suit, or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, in the County 
Courthouse in the City of 
Jonesboro, Illinois, on or 
before the 12th day of De-

cember, 2020, default may 
be entered against you and 
each of you at any time after 
that day and a decree entered 
in accordance with the prayer 
of said Complaint.

Tiffany Busby
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Tel: (573)335-3300
Fax: (573)335-1978

48-50g

Pre-Filing Notice for SCC 
Board of Trustee 

Nominations

The filing period for nomi-
nation papers will be Decem-
ber 14 - December 21, 2020.  
Nominating papers must be 
filed with the Administrative 
Assistant to the President on 
Shawnee Community Col-
lege Main Campus.  Papers 
can be filed between the 
hours of 8:00 am - 4:15 pm 
with the exception of the last 
day of the filing period on 
December 21, 2020, where 
they can be filed between 8:00 
am to 5:00 pm.  For questions, 
please contact Beth Crowe at 
(618)-634-3260.

49gp

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF:
ROY EDWARD 

WALKER,
Deceased.
20-P-35

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death 
of Roy Edward Walker, of 
Union County, Illinois, on 
April 10, 2020. Letters of 
Office were issued on October 
27, 2020, to his Independent 
Administrator, Christina 
M. Walker, 1700 Morgan 
School Rd., Jonesboro, Illi-
nois 62952, whose attorney 
is D. Brian Trambley, 803 
W. Vine Street, P.O. Box 899, 
Vienna, Illinois 62995.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office of 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
at the Union County Court-
house, Jonesboro, Illinois 
62952 or with the represen-
tative, or both, on or before 
June 14, 2021, which date is 
not less than 6 months from 
the date of the first publication 
of this notice and any claim 
not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of any claim 
filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after 
it is filed.

D. Brian Trambley, 
Attorney at Law

Prepared by:
D. Brian Trambley

Attorney for the Petitioner
Reg. #6217256

803 W. Vine Street
P.O. Box 899

Vienna, IL  62995
Tel.: (618)658-2182
Fax: (618)658-2791

trambley@frontier.com
49-51g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 13th day of November, 
2020, under the Assumed 
Name of L&M Painting with 
the place of business located 
at 102 Norris Street, Anna, 
Illinois 62906 and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Megan Sperry-Brown
102 Norris Street

Anna, IL 62906
49-51gc

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

A note to our readers.

The Thanksgiving holiday 
will be observed 

Thursday, November 26.
Due to the holiday

and the important advertising
which will appear 

in the November 26 issue 
of the paper, 

The Gazette-Democrat 
will make

changes in our production schedule.

The deadline to submit 
classified and display advertisements 

will be 10 a.m. Monday, November 23.

The deadline to submit news
and sports items

will be Noon on Friday, November 20.

Thank you again for your cooperation 
and understanding. 

Have a  
Happy Thanksgiving.

The Gazette-Democrat 
The Talk and Cobden Review

Serving Union County Since 1849

Need some extra cash? Sell what you don't 
need in the classifieds. To Place Your Ad In 
The Gazette-Democrat Call (618) 833-2158
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Obituaries Deborah (Debby) Choate
Deborah (Debby) Choate, 

68, of rural Marion, died 
Nov. 14, 2020, after a brief 
battle with cancer. 

She was born on Oct. 13, 
1952, in Christopher, the 
daughter of Edward  and 
Bonnie Lee Rich Clark.  

She married Robert (Bob) 
Choate in West Frankfort 
on Nov. 25, 1980. Bob and 
Debby would have celebrat-
ed their 40th anniversary 
this year.

She was a 1971 graduate of Thompsonville High 
School, where she was the homecoming queen and was  
active in track and softball.  

After high school, she worked for Smoler Brothers and 
Freeman Coal Company before starting her own busi-
ness. She was the proud owner and operator of Debby’s 
Grooming for 32 years. 

Her love for animals and people led her to be a founding 
member of the Angelina Foundation. She served tirelessly 
as the president of the foundation. The foundation worked 
to promote animal adoption and provide care for thousands 
of animals. 

She is remembered by her family as a loving wife, 
grandmother, sister and aunt.  

She is survived by her husband, Robert (Bob) Choate; 
stepson Brad (Julie) Choate; sister Carol (Don) Kutscher 
of Christopher; brothers Charles (Aris) Clark of Opdyke, 
Dennis (Janet) Clark of Benton and Mike (Judy) Clark 
of Benton.  

She is also survived by grandchildren Brent (Mary) 
Choate, Lauren (Chris) Bunch and Lindsey (Matt) Robi-
das; great-grandchildren Michael, Kate, Alex, Ben, Dylan, 
Lucas and Maya. 

She also is survived by many special nieces and nephew, 
great-nieces and nephews, as well as great-great-nieces 
and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her father-in 
law; her mother-in-law; and a stepson, Brian Choate.

She leaves a legacy of unselfishness, kindness and 
generosity to both people and animals. She will be dearly 
missed by her family, friends, and acquaintances that were 
touched by her caring and giving personality.  

Memorials can be made in Debby’s name to the Ange-
lina Foundation.

A Celebration of Life to honor Debby is being planned 
for summer 2021. Private inurnment will take place at the 
Jonesboro Cemetery.

Crain Funeral Home Egyptian Chapel in Energy is in 
charge of arrangements.

To view the obituary and/or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Ira Dugan Tripp Jr.
Ira D. Tripp Jr., 53, died 

suddenly and unexpectedly 
at home on Saturday, Nov. 
14, 2020.

He was born in Muncie, 
Ind., on June 6, 1967. He 
was the son of Ira Dugan and 
Linda Irene Tripp.

His family moved back 
to Southern Illinois when he 
was 5. He graduated from 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School in 1985.

Mr. Tripp loved working 
on the family farm in his 
teenage years. When he was 19 he joined IBEW Local 
702 and for the first 18 years of his career he worked in 
outside telephone construction. In 2005 he began working 
at Southern Illinois University in the Grounds Department 
through the apprenticeship program with Laborer’s Lo-
cal 773 and most recently returned to IBEW at the SIU 
Telephone Service. 

Mr. Tripp accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior 
as a child at Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church. He reaffirmed 
that commitment several years later and was baptized at 
Anna Heights Baptist Church. He loved the Lord and he 
loved people. He brought joy to those around him. Ira was 
loved by many and will be deeply missed.  

Mr. Tripp is survived by his wife, Lisa and son Michael 
Glenn; his father, Ira Dugan Tripp Sr.; a brother and sis-
ter-in-law, Dustin and Adrienne Tripp and their children, 
Logan and Lexi Tripp, Madi Hartline and Kylie Tripp; 
along with several other nieces and nephews.  

He is also survived by his father-in-law and mother-in-
law, Russell and Ann Middleton; a sister-in-law, Sheila 
Middleton; a brother-in-law, Alan Middleton; an uncle, 
Mike Moss and wife Lannie; an uncle Charles Tripp; a 
special aunt, Mary Howell; several cousins, including 
Shelli Herman, Terri Carter, Matthew and Joshua Tripp, 
along with many friends. 

He was preceded in death by his mother, Linda Irene 
Tripp, and his grandparents, Glenn and Iragene Tripp, and 
Dan and Mable Moss.

Funeral services for Ira D. Tripp Jr. were held at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 18, at Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, 
7240 Wing Hill Rd., Cobden, with Doug Bridgeman of-
ficiating. Interment followed at Ebenezer Hall Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to Angels’ Cove Maternity and 
Adoptive Care, 4243 Lincolnshire Dr., Mount Vernon, 
Ill. 62864.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Sybile Joan
Gurley Dickerson

Sybile Joan Gurley Dick-
erson, 85, of Ullin, died 
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2020, 
at Parkway Manor-Liberty 
Village of Marion. 

She was born on June 27, 
1935, in Ullin, the only child 
of William Gurley and Glad-
ys Stoner Gurley Cogger. 

She attended the Ullin 
schools and graduated from 
Ullin High School in 1953. 
After graduation, she accept-
ed a position with the Illinois 
Tuberculosis Association in 
Cairo, where she remained for eight years.

She met Richard Dickerson in Ullin, and they were later 
married on June 24, 1961. 

They lived with Joan’s mother Gladys until their home 
was built on Ullin Avenue in 1964. They resided there 
together until Richard’s death in November of 2019. They 
were devoted to one another while married for over 58 
years.

She loved antiques and collected them for years with her 
husband Richard. They bought and sold many collectibles 
in several states from their motor home. She also enjoyed 
camping, fishing and traveling.

They enjoyed many tours with the Chevrolet Motor 
Corporation, including trips to San Francisco, Detroit, 
Reno, Las Vegas and Orlando. They were awarded an 
extended trip to Caracas, Venezuela, South America, and 
the Dutch Island of Curacao in the Netherlands Antilles.

Mrs. Dickerson was an accomplished pianist, who gave 
piano lessons in her younger years. She was a member of 
the First Baptist Church of Ullin.

Mrs. Dickerson is survived by her sister-in-law, Justine 
Dickerson; a niece, Jane (Russell) Frizzell; nephews Bob 
(Robin) Dickerson and Tom (Kerry) Dickerson;  cousins 
Beverly Kay Rendleman and Bill Carr.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her hus-
band, Richard Dickerson; and a brother-in-law, Clinton 
Dickerson. 

A graveside service was held at 11 a.m.  Monday, Nov. 
16, at the Ullin Cemetery, with the Rev. Dr. Bob Dickerson 
officiating. Interment followed.

Crain Funeral Home in Ullin was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Memorials can be made to the Ullin Cemetery. 
To view the full obituary and/or to 

leave an online condolence for the 
family, visit www.crainsonline.com.

Phillip Robert ‘Bob’ Goins
Phillip Robert “Bob” Go-

ins, 90, of Cobden, died 
Sunday, Nov. 8, 2020, at his 
home. 

He was born on July 8, 
1930, the son of Fred and 
Marie Chittick Goins. 

He married Phyllis Sadler. 
She preceded him in death on 
Jan. 16, 2020.

He is survived by two 
sons, Tim (Debbie) Goins of 
Marion and Phillip Raymond 
(Leslie) Goins of Louis-
ville, Ky.; his stepchildren, 
Pam Peterman, Leona Bone, 
Jim, Sue, Billy and Jenni-
fer Stone; numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; one sister, Betty 
Crippen of Carbondale; one brother, John 
Goins of Mounds; nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

Mr. Goins served in the U.S. Army during the Korean 
War. He later retired from the National Guard. He contin-
ued serving his fellow veterans as a maintenance worker 
at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery in St. Louis. 
He later worked as a security guard at Penn Aluminum 
in Murphysboro. 

Graveside funeral services for Phillip “Bob” Goins were 
held at 11 a.m. Friday, Nov. 13, at Casper Cemetery near 
Anna, with the Rev. Carl Dillow officiating. Interment 
immediately followed. 

Graveside military rites were conducted by Carroll 
P. Foster Post No. 3455 of Anna and the Illinois Army 
National Guard military honor team of Marion.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

"The Preaching Pen"
He Is Risen!

There are many words in the Bible that gives hope, 
but surely none greater than, “He Is Risen!” This 

rekindled hope in those who walked with Jesus during His 
ministry, and it brings hope to any who follow Him today. 
Isn’t it logical that if the Lord didn’t come forth from the 
grave, neither will we? Therefore, our hope is based on His 
resurrection! In fact, Jesus is the resurrection! He said to 
Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life” (Jn. 11:25). The 
resurrection is the very thing that declares Him to be the Son 
of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness (Rom. 
1:4). One cannot obey the Gospel without the resurrection. 
“For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection” 
(Rom. 6:5).  Paul had just mentioned being buried with Him 
through baptism into death, and added: “that just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life” (v. 4). 

Thus, we can surely see how important the words, “He Is 
Risen” are, and the hope they have brought to millions over 
the centuries. “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable” (I Cor. 15:19). 

Why would anyone refuse to be buried and raised with 
Jesus in baptism? Since our only hope is His death, burial, 
and resurrection, shouldn’t we want to obey a form of these 
(Rom. 6:17)? If you have never obeyed the Gospel, what 
has kept you from doing so? Has it been weak faith? An 
unwillingness to repent? A refusal to confess Him to be 
the Christ? Or, a failure to be baptized for the remission 
of sins? Does it make sense to refuse obedience when He 
has become the author of salvation to all who obey Him 
(Heb. 5:9)? 

Dear Reader, we invite you to learn more with us at 
the Anna church of Christ at 104 Nile St. this Sunday. We 
meet at 9:30 a.m. for Bible study, 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m. for 

worship. We wish you a great day and hope to see 
you soon! 

 R.W. McAlister, Minister 
Anna church of Christ 49G

Meisenheimer Cemetery
Chicken/Dumpling Supper

has been Cancelled
The Meisenheimer Cemetery Association 
Board regrets that its annual Chicken/Dumpling 
Supper, which would have been November 21, 
2020, has been cancelled due to Coronavirus 
concerns. All the faithful supporters of  this 
event are truly appreciated. Plans are to resume 
this event in November, 2021.
If  anyone would like to send a monetary dona-
tion for the maintenance of  the cemetery, it 
can be sent to:

DaviD Osman, PresiDent
2045 St. John's Rd. • Anna, IL 62906

or
sharOn resch, treasurer
P.O.Box 383 • Dongola, IL 62926

48P,49G

Recent visitors of Max-
ine and Fred Pender of Fair 
City were Russ and Patsy 
Pender of Olive Branch, 
Brad and Lori Pender and 
Gary Gibbs, all of Jones-
boro.

Jackie Jennings and Gra-
cie Wilson of Reynoldsville 
spent Saturday night with 
Dolores Reynolds of Reyn-
oldsville.

Rodney and Vicki Reyn-
olds of Wolf Lake and Do-
lores Reynolds enjoyed 
lunch together on Sunday 
at Dolores’ home.

Penny Hill of McClure 
visited Tuesday with Shir-
ley Miller of McClure.

On Thursday Joe Walker 
and friend Steve of Marion 
visited with Shirley Miller.

Penny Hill and Shirley 
Miller attended the visita-
tion for Richard Graham on 
Thursday at the Anna First 
Church of the Nazarene. 
Afterwards they visited 
with Deanie and Jerry Hin-
kle of Jonesboro.

Penny and Kerry Hill and 
Shirley Miller went to St. 

Louis over the weekend. 
Penny and Kerry stayed 
with Julie, Eric and Tessa 
Burtin in St. Peters, Mo. 
Shirley stayed with David 
and Kristy Miller in St. 
Charles, Mo. On Saturday 
night, Penny, Kerry, Shir-
ley, David and Kristy en-
joyed supper at the home of 
Julie, Eric and Tessa Burtin 
of St. Peters, Mo.

Hope everyone is obey-
ing the health rules from 
IDPH and staying safe.

Thank you to Norman 
and Catherine Gibbs of 
Anna for renewing their 
subscription to The Ga-
zette-Democrat and giving  
me the credit. Also thanks 
to another person whose 
name I did not get.

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday evening worship 
service is at 6 p.m. Rev. 
Jamie Bridgeman is the 
pastor. 

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Check out the yard sales in 
this weeks paper! To place 
yours call (618) 833-2158.

Remember to yard sale 
safely and follow the 

Union county guidelines.
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Sunset on a November evening
A colorful sunset could be seen in the sky over Union County on Friday evening, Nov. 13. The image 

was captured along Kaolin Road, between Anna and Cobden.

PAST welcomes support
as COVID-19 restrictions
force cancellation of events

The board of directors 
of the PAST organization 
of Union County is sorry 
to announce that there will 
be no Holiday Luncheons 
at the Heritage House in 
Jonesboro this year.   

As has been the case with 
all of PAST’s other activ-
ities and fund-raisers this 
year, COVID-19 restric-
tions prevent the organiza-
tion from having groups in 
the Heritage House.

Those who may be in-
terested in supporting the 
Union County organiza-
tion’s work of Promoting 
Appreciation of Structural 
Treasures are invited to 
consider sending a donation 
to PAST, P.O. Box 778, 
Jonesboro, Ill. 62952.  

PAST notes that donors 
can designate that they 
would like to purchase quilt 
tickets with their donation.

PAST has gift items 
for sale at the Annabelle 
Market, The Gathering 
Place (just knock if door is 
locked), and a World War II 
quilt and book raffle at the 
Here and Now Shop – all in 
downtown Anna.  

Items also can be ordered 
to be mailed by Linda Hi-
leman by email at hile-
man14@frontier.com or by 
calling 833-8745.

PAST notes that gifts will 
enable them to keep the 
utilities and other overhead 
expenses going until they 
can once again open the 
house museum to the public.  

Members of the organiza-
tion voice their appreciation 
to everyone for their contin-
ued support.

For those who may be 
looking for a unique holiday 
gift with a Union County/
Southern Illinois connec-
tion, PAST offers the fol-
lowing items:

Anna walking tour books, 
$10 to $25. Local history 
DVDs, $10 each. Jonesboro 
Debate Christmas orna-
ments, $25 with stand.

Books which are avail-
able also include:

“A Trot Down to Egypt: 
The Lincoln-Douglas De-
bate in Jonesboro, Illinois,” 
by Darrel Dexter, $15.

“P.A.S.T. Remembers 
Anna on Her 150th Birth-
day,” $5.

“The Union County Atlas 
of 1908,” $20.

“The Union County Atlas 
of 1881,” $25.

“Torchbearers of Free-
dom,” by Amanda Fullen-
wider, $25 with supplement.

“Pioneers  of  Union 
County,” with genealogy 
footnotes, by Darrel Dexter, 
$25.

“Jonesboro, Union Coun-
ty Bicentennial Album,” 
$35.

Reprint of “History of 
Union, Alexander and Pu-
laski Counties,” by Perrin, 
$40.

“History of Union Coun-
ty,” by George E. Parks, $65 
for three volumes.”

PAST’s Heritage House in Jonesboro. File photo.

Governor warns that return to stay-home order is possible

Illinois urges residents to stay home for 3 weeks
By Peter Hancock

Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 

residents were being urged 
to stay at home as much as 
possible for at least the next 
three weeks as the second 
wave of COVID-19 out-
breaks continues to sweep 
across the state.

The latest advisory from 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, IDPH, does 
not represent a renewal of 
the stay-at-home order that 
was in effect this spring, but 
Gov. JB Pritzker warned 
Thursday, Nov. 12, that if 
current trends continue, 
stricter mitigation orders 
could be in store.

(The advisory came on a 
day when Southern Seven 
Health Department reported 
23 new cases of COVID-19 
in Union County. As of Nov. 
12, a total of 894 cases had 
been recorded in the county 
since the pandemic began.)

“With many communi-
ty leaders choosing not to 
listen to the doctors, we are 
left with not many tools left 
in our toolbox to fight this,” 
Pritzker said during his 
daily COVID-19 briefing 
in Chicago. 

“The numbers don’t lie. 
If things don’t take a turn 
in the coming days, we 
will quickly reach the point 
when some form of a man-
datory stay-at-home order is 
all that will be left.”

The latest guidelines urge 
all Illinois residents to stay 
at home as much as possi-
ble, leaving home only for 
work or school if they are 
not working or learning 
remotely, grocery shopping, 
visiting a doctor or getting a 
COVID-19 test.

He also said the state is 
increasing its testing ca-
pacity at the most-visited 
testing sites in the state: 
Aurora, Arlington Heights 
and Harwood Heights. 

A full list of available 
testing sites statewide can 
be found at the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health’s 
website, http://dph.illinois.
gov/testing.

Earlier on Nov. 12, Chica-
go Mayor Lori Lightfoot is-
sued a 30-day stay-at-home 
“advisory” for residents of 
that city, where the rolling 
seven-day average test pos-
itivity rate hit 13.9 percent 
on Monday, Nov. 9.

Both Chicago’s and the 
state’s advisories extend 
through the upcoming 
Thanksgiving Day week-
end, and public health offi-
cials strongly urged people 
to avoid any type of gath-
ering outside of their own 
households.

“With the rising preva-
lence of this virus, attending 
even the smallest gathering 
that mixes households or 
traveling to surrounding 
areas, that increases the 
risk of further spread of this 
virus,” IDPH director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike said during the 
briefing. 

“Again, our goal is to 
reduce transmission. It’s 
always been our goal, but 

especially as we head into 
the holidays so that busi-
nesses, so that schools, so 
that our veterans’ homes can 
be safe.”

Ezike also spoke of recent 
outbreaks that have occurred 
at a number of state-run vet-
erans’ homes, including one 
in LaSalle, where more than 
150 cases of COVID-19 and 
nine virus-related deaths 
have been confirmed among 
residents and staff.

The new stay-at-home 
advisory came as the state 
recorded a new record for 
the number of people hos-
pitalized with the disease. 

As of late Wednesday 
night, Nov. 11, 5,258 people 
were reported hospitalized, 
an increase of more than 
200 from the day before. 
That included 956 people in 
intensive care units and 438 
patients on ventilators.

Over the previous 24 
hours ,  IDPH repor ted 
12,702 newly confirmed 
or probable cases of the 
disease out of 100,617 tests 
performed, for a single-day 
positivity rate of 12.6 per-
cent. 

The preliminary sev-
en-day rolling average case 
positivity rate was reported 
at 12.6 percent.

As the number of infec-
tions and hospitalizations 
have been rising in recent 
weeks, new unemployment 
claims continued pouring in 
to the Illinois Department of 
Employment Security.

During the week that end-
ed Saturday, Nov. 7, IDES 
reported, 67,158 workers 
filed first-time unemploy-
ment claims, down roughly 
9 percent from the previous 
week, but still more than six 
times the number who filed 
such claims during the same 
week a year ago.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor, 338,899 
Illinois workers were re-
ceiving continuing unem-
ployment benefits during the 
week, down about 1 percent 
from the previous week.

In addition, another 9,726 
people filed initial claims for 
Pandemic Unemployment 

Assistance, PUA, a feder-
ally-funded program for 
gig workers, independent 
contractors and others who 
don’t normally qualify for 
traditional unemployment 
insurance.

During his briefing, how-
ever, Pritzker noted that 
the PUA system has been 
plagued by fraud nation-
wide, and he blamed federal 
officials for failing to enact 
adequate controls to prevent 
fraud when Congress estab-
lished the program earlier 
this year.

Meanwhile, Pritzker also 
used some of the stron-
gest language yet in talking 
about local elected officials 
who have so far refused to 
enforce the state’s mitiga-
tion orders aimed at con-
trolling the spread of the 
virus.

“To the elected officials 
who have chosen to dis-
regard public health guid-
ance, those who have stood 
up at press conferences to 
question the data and fuel 
conspiracy theories, those 
who have taken their absurd 
crusade to the courts and lost 
nearly every single time, 
those who have flat-out told 
the businesses in their com-
munities to ignore what their 
local and state public health 
departments and experts, 
some of the best in the na-
tion, are telling them, what 
is it going to take to get you 
to be part of the solution?” 
Pritzker said.

“There may be a vaccine 
on the way in just a few 
months, but a lot of lives 
can be saved before that 
happens,” he added. 

“And when this is over, 
there will be an accounting 
by your constituents of who 
worked to keep the public 
safe and who just ignored 
the science.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

Chicago
veterans’
home opens

The opening of a new 
Chicago Veterans’ Home 
was commemorated on 
Nov. 11. 

The home is the first state 
veterans’ retirement facility 
to open in 20 years and the 
first to serve the Chicago-
land area. 

Prior to construction of 
the Chicago home, the clos-
est veterans’ homes were 
located in Manteno and La-
Salle, causing hardship for 
those who wanted to remain 
in their communities. 

C o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e 
long-awaited facility was 
made possible through 
funding in the State of Il-
linois’ Fiscal Year 2020 
budget.

The home will accom-
modate 200 retired Illinois 
veterans.

The new 187,000 square 
foot, five-story facility is 
located on the northwest 
side of Chicago.

Call (618) 833-2158
or (800) 833-2699

to place your ad today!
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Southern Seven Health Department reports that ac-
cording to the American Cancer Society, ACS, roughly 
32.4 million American adults still smoke cigarettes – and 
smoking remains the single largest preventable cause of 
death and illness in the world. 

Smoking causes an estimated 480,000 deaths every 
year, or about one in five deaths. And more than 16 million 
Americans live with a smoking-related disease. 

On Nov. 19, Southern Seven Health Department joins 
with the ACS to encourage all smokers to take part in the 
Great American Smokeout by making it the first day to a 
life without cigarettes, vaping and other tobacco products. 

For more than 40 years, the ACS has hosted the Great 
American Smokeout on the third Thursday of November.  

The health department explains that within the first 24 
hours of quitting smoking, your blood pressure begins to 
drop, decreasing the risk of heart disease from smoking-
induced high blood pressure. 

In this short time, your oxygen levels will have risen, 
making physical activity and exercise easier to do, pro-
moting heart-healthy habits.  

The health department encourages smokers not to stop 
at day one. By day two, your sense of smell and taste 
improves as your nerve endings start to heal. And this is 
just the beginning to the healing process your body will 
go through, the health department says.

Smoking and COVID-19
For those who smoke, and are concerned about CO-

VID-19, the health department says there is little known 
at this time about the risk of SARS-CoV-2 infection as-
sociated with smoking. 

However, tobacco smokers may be more vulnerable to 
contracting COVID-19, as the act of smoking involves 
contact of fingers, and possibly contaminated cigarettes, 
with the lips, which increases the possibility of transmis-
sion of viruses from hand to mouth. 

Smoking waterpipes, also known as shisha or hookah, 
often involves the sharing of mouth pieces and hoses, 
which could facilitate the transmission of the COVID-19 
virus in communal and social settings.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention re-
ported in April that current or former cigarette smokers 
may increase their risk of severe illness from COVID-19.  

According to the World Health Organization, WHO, 
smoking impairs lung function, making it harder for the 
body to fight off coronaviruses and other respiratory 
diseases. 

Available research from WHO suggests that smokers 
are at higher risk of developing severe COVID-19 out-
comes and death.

Smoking any kind of tobacco reduces lung capacity and 
increases the risk of many respiratory infections and can 
increase the severity of respiratory diseases.  

No matter your age or how long you’ve been smoking, 
quitting improves health both immediately and over the 
long term, Southern Seven Health Department says.

Getting help through counseling and medications dou-
bles or even triples your chances of quitting successfully. 

The health department advises that if you need guidance 
or options on quitting or would like to help someone else 
quit, call the Illinois Tobacco Quitline at 1-866-QUIT-YES 
or 1-866-784-8937.  

For more information about smoking, visit the Ameri-
can Cancer Society website at www.cancer.org, or contact 
your local Southern Seven Health Department office.

Quitting smoking
and the pandemic

Letter to the editor
Veterans, voting and respect

To the editor,
As I write this it is Veteran’s Day 2020. I generally 

become somewhat somber and depressed by the now 
mainstream popularity of the generic phrase “Thank you 
for your service.”

Don’t get me wrong , the words are great coming from 
a grateful heart. The events of the past week have been 
particularly distressing to me. 

Do we really appreciate, as a nation, the sacrifices of 
our citizens who serve our nation around the world, both 
past and present? 

The children of our veterans serve and shrug at the real-
ity. Do their votes really count?? Members of all parties 
should be embarrassed by the words “Stop the vote count.” 

They have both found advantage from time to time 
and continued to embrace our current system of voting. 
The electoral college has existed way past its usefulness. 
The United States, when it was considered a good idea, 
consisted of 13 states in one time zone. 

Today, the voters in Hawaii may not even have had a 
chance to vote and it might be as long as 30 days in some 
states before legal mail in ballots are counted, when a 
newly elected president is taking bows and the looser is 
conceding the election. 

How can it be fair to all our voters to have a losing 
candidate with millions of votes more than the winner? 
I hope some brave public servant will again introduce a 
constitutional amendment to make every vote count and 
we all support his or her bravery. Veterans and all citizens 
deserve at least that much respect.

Signed, David Karraker, Dongola, the son of a World 
War II veteran who had no one greet him at the train sta-
tion or say “Thank you for your service.”

By Mike Estel
President Donald Trump needs to concede the election 

to president elect Joe Biden.
For quite a few years in our country’s history, former 

presidents, who have lost during elections, have conceded 
to the oncoming president.

This year is no different. If there is widespread cor-
ruption in our voting system, I would be the first to say 
let’s have the votes recounted. But from all indications 
of out and out voter abuse, there has been no evidence 
found anywhere throughout the country of any such illegal 
activities going on.

It’s been said by many that deceased and unregistered 
people have voted during this 2020 election, but there has 
been no sound evidence found to collaborate those kind 
of accusations as well.

From what the television news station reports, the 
country’s security is at risk the longer President Trump 
continues to not concede the election to the president elect. 
This should be a resounding reason to concede.

For it appears no widespread voting irregularities are 
going to be found. We must continue on the right path and 
repeat the history from previous administrations.

 Thinking past this year, the present president should 
consider the possibility of running again in 2024. He 
came up with over 71 million votes. So,  he has gained 
popularity during his four year reign. But, he definitely 
needs to concede this year and get the country moving 
forward again like it has in the past.

Commentary

Enough is enough

Happy as a clam...with a box of rocks...
Let’s start this week with a really important question in 

the form of the following headline: Should you upgrade 
to PlayStation 5?

This really important question was asked in a daily 
news publication which arrives in our mailbox on a fairly 
regular basis. Can’t be sure that we’ll get today’s version 
today. Eventually, it shows up. Besides, as a wise person 
once told me, all news is old anyway.

The headline about upgrading to PlayStation 5 was in 
the November 9 issue of the publication...I think it showed 
up November 12 or 13. Oh, well. 

Anyway, the answer is no. Until seeing that headline, 
I had given no thought whatsoever about upgrading to 
PlayStation 5. If you happen to make that upgrade, let 
me know how it goes. 

Meanwhile...
We’ll move on to the “good stuff.” And we’ll start with 

another question: Would you be happy to receive a box 
of rocks as a gift?

I’m guessing that lots of folks would probably respond 
in the same way that I did about upgrading to PlayStation 
5. Nope.

That being said, yours truly has actually received a box 
of rocks as a gift...several times. Made me happy as a clam.

By the way, have you ever wondered about how happy 
a clam gets? A website I found on in the internet called 
The Phrase Finder (phrases.org.uk) shared: “It has been 
suggested that open clams give the appearance of smiling.” 
Never looked that closely at a clam.

The Phrase Finder went on to explain that the idea of 
being happy as a clam “is more likely to come from the 
fuller version of the phrase, now rarely heard – ‘as happy 
as a clam at high water.’ Hide tide is when clams are free 
from the attentions of predators; surely the happiest of 
times in the bivalve mollusc world.”

The author of the article which appeared on The Phrase 
Finder wrote that the earliest use of the phrase was from a 
frontier memoir titled “The Harpe’s Head – A Legend of 
Kentucky”: “It never occurred to him to be discontented...
He was happy as a clam.”

Turns out “The Harpe’s Head – A Legend of Kentucky” 
is a real thing...a book written by famed author James 
Hall, whom I had never heard of until last weekend. The 
book was printed in 1833. I actually found a digital copy 
of the book on another website, archive.org, which is a 
great place to visit if you like “old books.”

Now that I’ve bored you with that fascinating informa-
tion, let’s get to a box, or two, or a rock, or two...

Last week, a box of rocks from far away North Carolina 
arrived in the mail. The box was full of treasures, including 

a couple of slabs of rocks brimming with fossils of various 
creatures of the sea...but not any clams. I was still happy. 

Several years ago, I received a box of rocks in the form 
of a Christmas gift. If I remember correctly, and that is 
highly questionable, the gift came wrapped very nicely. 
And was very heavy. Had no idea what might have been 
inside the package. Turned out the gift was a couple of 
fossil corals which were found near Cincinnati, Ohio.

Christmas brought another box of rocks a number of 
years ago from a gentleman who was a long-time coworker 
and friend at The Paragraph Factory. He knew I liked 
rocks, so he got me some for Christmas.

These rocks also came wrapped very nicely and was 
fairly heavy...just not as heavy as the fossil corals from 
Cincinnati.

Upon unwrapping and opening the gift, it was deter-
mined that I had been given...a box of...gravel... Really. 
We both shared a good laugh. 

Well, the gravel was made of limestone. And limestone 
often has fossils. I started looking closely at the rocks. 
And, you guessed it, I found a fossil. Still have that rock. 
The rest of the gravel ended up in our driveway at home.

So, you see, even if you happen to get a box of rocks as 
a gift, it can be something special to treasure...and maybe 
make you as happy as a clam... 

A tiny fossil coral (too bad it wasn't a clam) fell off 
a slab of rock which yours truly received in a box of 
rocks last week. The quarter did not come in the box 
of rocks.

 The Union County Board 
of Commissioners appoint-
ed R. Corydon Finch, Anna, 
as Union County’s new 
state’s attorney in a special 
session Wednesday morn-
ing, Nov. 18. Finch has 
been serving as assistant 
state’s ttorney.

He will replace former 
State’s Attorney William A. 
Lewis, who was elected as 
Circuit Court Judge in the 
General Election, Nov. 3. 

***
In this week’s issue of 

The Gazette-Democrat 
readers will find a petition 
concerning the taxing of 
real estate property owners.

The annual Laymen’s 
Breakfast will be held at 
the American Legion Com-
munity Center, Monday, 
Nov. 23, beginning at 6:30 
a.m. Participating in the 
service will be laymen from 
the various churches of the 
area.

The United Christian 
Action Council of Union 
County will sponsor the 
annual Union Thanksgiving 
service in Anna, Wednes-
day, Nov. 25. The service 
will be held at the First 
United Methodist Church 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

There will be Thanksgiv-
ing services at Kornthal 
Union County Memorial, 
Sunday, Nov. 22, beginning 
at 2:00 p.m.

Seven Union Countians 
went to St. Louis, Tues-
day morning, Nov. 17, for 
physical examinations, ac-
cording to the local Selec-
tive Service Board.

Anna State Hospital was 
host to the internation-
ally known psychiatrist, 
Dr. Karl Menninger, on 
Wednesday, Nov. 18.

Work on the renovation 
of the American Legion 
Community Center is pro-
gressing very satisfacto-
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rily, according to Walter 
Cherrick, Chairman of the 
Building Committee.

“Tis the season to be 
jolly.” The Anna-Jonesboro 
Chamber of Commerce will 
aid members and residents 
to get into the festive spirit 
for the Christmas season 
if they make their reserva-
tions now for the annual 
Chamber of Commerce 
Ladies Night Banquet. The 
time is 7:00 p.m. Monday, 
December 7.

The Union County area 
received its first hard freeze 
of the season when the tem-
perature fell to 21 degrees 
Monday night, Nov. 16.

The Bunny Bread Com-
pany of Anna, Illinois, has 
been awarded the Gold 
Loaf Award for quality per-
formance by the American 
Bakers Cooperative, Inc., of 
Teaneck, New Jersey.
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