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News COVID-19: region remains at orange warning level
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area

Filing is set to begin
Monday, Dec. 14, for April
2021 municipal and school
board elections in Union
County. Candidates can
file nominating petitions
through Dec. 21.
***
The City of Anna has
decided there will be no increase in the city’s tax levy
for 2020-2021. The current
levy will be left as is.
***
A food drive sponsored
by the Union County Sheriff’s Office continues until Dec. 16. Donations go
to Shawnee Development
Council’s Union County
food pantry, which helps
many people in the community. Donations can be
dropped off in the lobby at
the sheriff’s office, which is
located at the Union County
Courthouse in Jonesboro.
***
A follow-up: the items
in the Union County CEO
program’s very successful Christmas Around the
Community showcased
the many wonderful products which are produced
and available right here at
home.
***
Flags at state facilities
throughout Illinois were to
have been displayed at halfstaff in observance of Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day,
which was Monday, Dec. 7.
***
The Cobden Fire Department is moving forward
with plans to acquire a new
fire truck. Nearly $365,000
in federal grant funds have
been awarded for the purchase.
***
If you haven’t had a
chance to see some of the
many holiday decorations
in the Union County area,
be sure to do so...including
the new Gumdrop Drive
light displays in Anna,
which are making their
debut this year.
***
Anna city officials have
received many positive
comments about Gumdrop
Drive.
(continued on page 2)

Southern Seven Health
Department reports the Illinois Department of Public
Health, IDPH, announced
on Dec. 7 that all Southern
Seven counties, including
Union County, will remain
at orange warning levels
on the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) risk metrics.
While the amount of
new cases per 100,000 and
test positivity percentage
metrics are still at orange
warning levels, a third risk
metric for ICU availability
is now impacting Union,
Alexander, Hardin, Johnson, Massac, Pope and
Pulaski counties.
IDPH reports that ICU
availability in the sevencounty region has dropped
to 18.5 of ICU beds currently available.
An orange designation
indicates warning signs of
increased COVID-19 risk
in the community. Residents are asked to remain

Total of
1,286 cases
in county

As of Monday, Dec. 7,
Union County had recorded
nearly 1,300 confirmed
cases of COVID-19 since
the pandemic began.
Southern Seven Health
Department reported Monday that the county had a
total of 1,286 confirmed
cases of COVID-19.
Southern Seven Health
Department also reported
one new death in Union
County as a result of COVID-19. COVID-19 claimed
the life of a female in her
90s.
Southern Seven Health
Department reported a cumulative total of 3,829
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in its service area
as of Dec. 7.
The health department
serves Union, Alexander,
Hardin, Johnson, Massac,
Pope and Pulaski counties.
The health department
reported 34 newly confirmed cases of COVID-19
in Union County on Dec. 7.
The health department
reported the following
number of newly confirmed
cases in the county, by age:
Two under 5, six in their
20s, four in their 30s, three
in their 40s, 11 in their 50s,
three in their 60s and five in
their 70s.
The number of individuals confirmed to have COVID-19 in Union County
since the start of the pandemic, as of Dec. 7, follows:
1,286 cases. 774 had recovered. 485 active cases.
24 deaths had been reported.

vigilant to slow spread of
the virus.
A warning for new case
rate indicates the rate is
greater than 50 cases per
100,000 people.
A warning for test positivity indicates that the
percentage was above 8
percent from the previous
seven day period.
A warning for ICU availability shows the number
of ICU beds has dropped
below a 20 percent availability threshold.
New cases per 100,000
people rate is a unit of
measure calculated as a
rate to compare the number
of cases in large and small
counties.
The rate is calculated by
dividing the county case
count for seven days by
county population times
100,000.
This describes the potential number of people who
are currently ill and may

be infectious in the county.
Union County had 433
potential new cases (based
on 73 positive cases) per
100,000 reported. The test
positivity percentage for the
county was 7.2 percent out
of 1,081 tests. ICU availability was 18.5 percent.
Alexander County had
231 potential new cases
(based on 14 positive cases)
per 100,000 reported. The
test positivity percentage
for the county was 8.7 percent out of 103 tests. ICU
availability was 18.5 percent.
Hardin County had 895
potential new cases (based
on 35 positive cases) per
100,000 reported. The test
positivity percentage for the
county was 16.4 percent out
of 207 tests. ICU availability was 18.5 percent
Johnson County had 482
potential new cases (based
on 60 positive cases) per
100,000 reported. The test

positivity percentage for the
county was 12.0 percent out
of 485 tests. ICU availability was 18.5 percent
Massac County had 938
potential new cases (based
on 132 positive cases) per
100,000 reported. The test
positivity percentage for the
county was 24.2 percent out
of 532 tests. ICU availability was 18.5 percent.
Pope County had 641
potential new cases (based
on 27 positive cases) per
100,000 reported. The test
positivity percentage for the
county was 18.5 percent out
of 146 tests. ICU availability was 18.5 percent.
Pulaski County had 696
potential new cases (based
on 38 positive cases) per
100,000 reported. The test
positivity percentage for the
county was 24.3 percent out
of 152 tests. ICU availability was 18.5 percent.
Eight different indicators
are used to determine a

county’s designation.
A county is considered
at the orange warning level
when at least two of the
main indicators are going in
the wrong direction.
Individuals, families and
community groups should
use this information to help
inform their choices about
personal and family gatherings, as well as what
activities they choose to
do, Southern Seven Health
Department advised.
“We have not seen the
major impacts to our local
hospitals until now,” said
Nathan Ryder, outreach
coordinator for Southern
Seven Health Department’s
contact tracing team.
“We’ve been hearing
from our healthcare partners on the front lines that
they’re seeing more and
more Southern Illinoisans
hospitalized with COVID-19.
(continued on page 2)

Santa Claus visits Cobden

Santa Claus, with some help from David Stewart, paid a visit to downtown Cobden last Saturday
afternoon. Santa was joined by his helper, Piper Tellor of Cobden. Like so many other activities which
are taking place in 2020 because of the coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic, social distancing was practiced
and masks were being worn by those who stopped by to visit with Santa. Kids could write or bring a
letter to Santa and leave them at the event. Gift bags of candy were given out.

State officials call for blood donations
Blood drives set

An American Red Cross
blood drive is planned
Thursday, today, in Union
County.
The blood drive is
scheduled from noon to
6 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church in Anna.
The Union County
Alliance of Churches plans
to sponsor a community
blood drive on Friday, Dec.
18, in Anna.
The blood drive is
scheduled from 1 p.m. to
6 p.m. at the Main Street
Center. The center is
located at 401 S. Main St.
To make an appointment
to be a donor, call 1-800RED CROSS.

Sharing a special message

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – As the
COVID-19 death toll continues to mount, Gov. JB
Pritzker and an official from
the American Red Cross
urged Illinoisans to donate
blood to support the state’s
health care infrastructure.
That’s one of the most
important actions people
can take to combat the virus, after wearing a mask,
keeping a safe distance
from others, avoiding large
gatherings and getting a flu
shot, Pritzker said Thursday, Dec. 3, in Chicago

during the daily COVID-19
briefing.
“Hospitals need blood
right now more than ever,”
Pritzker said. “
It’s normally difficult to
get blood donations around
the holidays, but the pandemic has made it even
harder to maintain an adequate blood supply.
“On top of COVID patients, there are still patients
in need of transfusions all
across the hospital, including those who need surgery
or are undergoing cancer
treatments, have chronic
conditions such as sickle
cell, or for those who experience accidents or trauma.”

Pritzker said several
blood donation centers,
including the Red Cross,
are collecting convalescent plasma from people
who are healthy and recovered from COVID-19, as
the antibodies might help
patients who are actively
fighting the virus and will
help health experts learn
more about the virus.
Celena Roldán, CEO of
the American Red Cross
of Chicago and Northern
Illinois, said antibodies in
convalescent plasma could
be used in treatments helping those currently suffering from COVID-19.
(continued on page 2)

Anna-Jonesboro Community High School students made, and signed, a banner as a special show of support for their classmate
Tabi Smith. Tabi is in the hospital after a car accident which happened in November. Photo provided.
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Orange warning level
(continued from page 1)
The health department
continues to work with
businesses and many other
facets of the community
to prevent and control the
spread of COVID-19.
These efforts have included increasing mobile
COVID-19 testing in the region, building the Southern
Seven contact tracing workforce, coordinating with
The General Time Convention met on Oct. 11,
1883, in Chicago. At the
convention, "Standard
Time" was set for all trains
in the United States, starting on Nov. 18.

law enforcement officials
and county state’s attorneys
to address executive order
violations at businesses,
and assisting schools, childcare providers, long-term
care facilities, and other industries with public health
education and guidance.
For the latest information
on COVID-19 cases in the
region, visit https://www.
southern7.org/coronaviruscovid-19.html. There you
will find a link to the S7HD
Facebook page, which is
updated Monday through
Friday with community
guidance and resources, and
answers to frequently asked
questions.

Blood donations
(continued from page 1)
“As part of this effort the
Red Cross is also testing
every blood donation for
the presence of COVID-19
antibodies, and those donations may also now be
processed into a convalescent plasma product to help
patients battling this virus,”
she said.
She urged all to make
an appointment to donate
blood by calling 1-800-RedCross or going online at
redcross.org.
The call came as the
state reported another 192
COVID-19 related deaths
on Dec. 3, making it one
of the three deadliest days
since the pandemic began.
That brought the death
toll to 12,830 among
159,562 confirmed or probable cases and more than
10.8 million test results
reported.
Hospitalizations for the
virus continued to trend
downward, with 5,653 individuals with COVID-19
occupying hospital beds,
the lowest number in 17
days. That included 1,170
patients in intensive care
unit beds and 693 on ventilators, both decreases from
the day prior.
Overall hospital and ICU
bed availability decreased
from the previous day, however, as the number of nonCOVID-19 hospitalizations
increased. Approximately
23.9 percent of hospital
beds and 18.1 percent of
ICU beds were available at
the end of Wednesday.
As of Nov. 30, the latest
data available showed none
of the state’s 11 regions
were meeting all of the

thresholds to move away
from strict Tier 3 mitigations.
Only Region 3, which
includes the Springfield
area and several surrounding counties, and Region
11, which includes only
Chicago, were below a 12
percent rolling seven-day
average positivity rate.
Those regions had positivity rates of 11.2 percent
and 11.9 percent, respectively, but had not met
hospitalization thresholds
necessary to move back
into Tier 2.
Even if they were meeting hospitalization thresholds, which require 20 percent availability for hospital
and ICU beds, Pritzker said
this week regions would
remain in Tier 3 “for the

Sheriff issues
monthly report

Union County Sheriff
Scott Harvel has released
his department’s monthly
activity report for October.
Highlights from the report follows:
Felony arrests, eight.
Misdemeanor arrests, 14.
Traffic arrests, 21. Warrant
arrests, one. Total arrests,
44.
Cases opened, 35. Drug
investigations, four. Crash
reports, 16. 911 calls, 1,730.
Miles patrolled, 11,251.
Statistics for November
also were shared:
Felony arrests, three.
Misdemeanor arrests, eight.
Traffic arrests, 28. Total arrests, 39.
Cases opened, 22. Drug
investigations, one. Crash
reports, 19.
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next few weeks even if they
might be on track to meet
those metrics.”
Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state gov-

ernment and distributed to
more than 400 newspapers
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.

News Notes
(continued from page 1)
The Cobden Civic Industrial Foundation has
made a $1,000 donation
to the Village of Cobden’s
community park fund. The
foundation requested that
the donation be used to
plant a tree (or trees) in
memory of Homer Forby.
***
The Cobden Civic Industrial Foundation also has
made a $500 donation to the
Cobden veterans memorial
fund.
***
Anna city officials were
continuing to consider action to provide relief for
fees which local businesses
and organizations pay for
liquor licenses. The pandemic has had a major impact on revenue generated
by a number of the license
holders.
***
A Union County Sheriff’s
Office merit board meeting
which had been scheduled
for Dec. 8 was canceled...
due to the pandemic.
***
Social media postings
have indicated that junior
wrestling competition has
been put on hold in Illinois
until April 2021 due to the
ongoing pandemic. The A-J
Junior Wildcats wrestling
program has, for a number of years, hosted a major event which welcomes
many young competitors.

Southern Seven Health
Department reports that a
flu shot clinic is planned
from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
on Dec. 17 at the Cypress
Grade School.
***
The high temperature
on Thursday (today) in the
region is expected to be
around 60 degrees...with
lots of sunshine. Not bad for
December. Cooler weather
is in the forecast by the
weekend.
***
Last Saturday, the weather in Union County was
nice, too...which might
account for the sounds of
lawn mowers and the spotting of a yellow butterfly in
Cobden.
***
The Union County Historical and Genealogy Society’s 2020 Christmas Shop
continues through Dec. 19.
The shop is located next to
the Union County Museum
in downtown Cobden.
***
The National Newspaper Association reported
Dec. 3 that the U.S. Senate has passed bipartisan
legislation to authorize the
Fallen Journalists Memorial
Foundation to establish a
national memorial which
honors reporters, editors,
photographers and broadcasters who have lost their
lives while reporting the
news.
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For in-person transactions...

Driver services facilities
remained closed until Jan. 5

Illinois Secretary of State
Jesse White announced
Friday, Dec. 4, that driver
services facilities statewide will remain closed
for in-person transactions
until Tuesday, Jan. 5,
2021, due to the continuing
COVID-19 pandemic.
A driver services facility
is located in Anna.
White reminds the public
that expirations for driver’s
licenses and ID cards have
been extended until June
1, 2021.
White also has expanded online services for the
public. The services are
available by visiting www.
cyberdriveillinois.com.
Some of the services
which are available include:
Renewing a license plate
sticker. Renewing a valid
driver’s license for qualifying drivers.
Renewing a valid ID
card for those age 22-64
(seniors 65 and older have
free, non-expiring IDs).
Obtaining a driver record
abstract.
Filing business services
documents, such as incorporations and annual
reports.
Customers with issues

involving administrative
hearings can contact adminhearings@ilsos.gov.
In addition, White announced that some facilities are scheduled to be
open for new drivers only.
One of those facilities is
in Marion, at 1905 Rendleman St.
White also reiterated that
18 CDL facilities remain
open for CDL written and
road exams. These CDL facilities include the Marion
location.
“Commercial truck drivers provide essential services by ensuring goods
can be transported safely
and efficiently throughout
the state and country during
this pandemic,” White said
in a news release.
CDL driving tests are by
appointment only by calling 217-785-3013.
In an effort to reduce
future facility visits for
in-person service, White
has expanded online renewals for driver’s licenses
and ID cards.
Not everyone qualifies,
particularly those who are
required to pass a written
or road test.
For qualifying drivers,
if the driver’s license or ID

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906

(618) 833-6999

51-3G

card expired between Feb.
1, 2020, through Jan. 31,
2021, then the individual
will receive a letter this
month with a unique PIN
needed to renew online.
If the driver’s license or
ID card expires after Feb.
1, 2021, the individual will
receive the PIN letter approximately 90 days before
the expiration date.
For more information on
determining whether an individual qualifies for online
renewal, visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com and click
on “Read more on how to
renew your driver’s license
or ID card online” near the
top of the main page.
Thousands of customers
have already taken advantage of the expanded
driver’s license and ID card
online renewal program,
which results in fewer customers waiting in person
at driver services facilities
once they reopen.
“As the health and safety
of employees and the public are paramount, we decided to extend the closure
of driver services facilities
until Jan 5, 2021, due to
the continuing COVID-19
pandemic,” White said.
“Unfortunately, face-toface transactions potentially increase the further
spread of the virus, and
protecting the health and
safety of our residents is
my top priority.
“We have extended expiration dates to assist people
during this difficult time.
“We are also offering
services to CDL holders
and new drivers at select
facilities.
“In addition, I am encouraging customers to
consider using online services that are available for
many office transactions.”
All other Illinois Secretary of State departments
are open to serve the public.
More information can be
found online at www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

It’s always important to watch
your purchases and balance,
but it’s especially important
during the holiday
shopping season.
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New Coats, New Hope Campaign
welcomes support in final week
A special campaign to
help support a program
which provides warm winter coats for children is
coming to an end this week.
WIBH Radio in Anna
once again is working to
give brand new coats to
children through this year’s
10th annual New Coats,
New Hope Campaign.
The campaign comes in
the midst of the ongoing
coronavirus/COVID-19
pandemic.
The deadline to make a
donation to help support
the campaign is Friday,
Dec. 11.
Since 2011, WIBH has
partnered with local agencies to hold the annual
New Coats, New Hope
Campaign.
Donations raised through
this effort will buy new,
winter coats for children
ages 3 to 16 living in the
lower 45 counties of Illinois
through the nonprofit organization Operation Warm.
Through the years, over
2,100 new coats have been
purchased. The campaign’s
goal for 2020 is 500 coats.
Shawnna Rhine is helping to coordinate this year’s
campaign. Rhine is the
community outreach coordinator/public information
officer for Southern Seven
Health Department and
Head Start.
Rhine shared that she had
talked with Moury Bass at
WIBH and, as of last week,
“they have raised a little
over $4,000. That’s enough
for 200 coats. Our goal is
500.”
Children in the region
served by the Southern
Seven Health Department
“depend on these coats.
Families depend on these
coats,” Rhine said. Union
County is one of the Southern Illinois counties served
by the health department.
“If a child needs a coat,
they get a coat...no questions asked,” she said. “Our
only concern is that we have
enough to fill the need.”
Children, families and
schools throughout the region “are counting on us
all,” she said.
Coats will be distributed
to kids affected by abuse,
neglect, disaster and family
need.
No paperwork or proof
of income is required to
receive a coat.
Families can contact the

Children’s Medical and
Mental Health Resource
Network, CMMHRN, Arrowleaf (formerly the Family Counseling Center) and
Southern Seven Head Start
locations to receive a coat
while supplies last.
Sponsorship of a coat
is $20, but any monetary
amount is appreciated.
One hundred percent of
all donations go directly to
purchasing the coats and
is made possible by Postal
Pal in Anna, which covers
shipping costs.
Shawnee Mass Transit
District provides transportation to deliver coats to the
agencies only.
Donations must be sent
to WIBH Radio, Attn:
Moury Bass, 330 S. Main
St., Anna, Ill. 62906. Do-

nations made by check
or money order must be
made payable to Operation
Warm and sent to WIBH.
Donations also can be made
online at operationwarm.
org/wibh.
Operation Warm is a national nonprofit that creates
brand new, high-quality
coats for children in need.
For more information,
or to request a coat for
a child in need, contact
Moury Bass at WIBH Radio in Anna at 833-9424, or
Shawnna Rhine at Southern
Seven Health Department
at 618-634-2297, extension
9161; or visit the WIBH
New Coats, New Hope
Campaign on Facebook. To
learn more about Operation
Warm, visit operationwarm.
org.

Southern Seven Health
Department is encouraging
essential workers to get a
flu shot.
“COVID-19 has helped
remind all of us just how
essential our essential
workers are,” Southern
Seven community outreach
coordinator/public information officer Shawnna
Rhine said in a news release.
“Whether you’re a health
care worker, child care provider, grocery store worker,
farmer, teacher or delivery
person you have been on
the front lines to keep our
society functioning.
“Southern Seven Health
Department reminds all
essential workers that a flu
shot is essential for you
too.”
According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, CDC, getting a
flu vaccine has been shown
to reduce the risk of getting
sick, being hospitalized or
dying from flu.
In 2019-2020, flu vaccination prevented an estimated 7.52 million illnesses, 3.69 million medical
visits, 105,000 hospitalizations and 6,300 deaths due
to influenza.
“For everyone, but especially for essential workers
who may be at higher risk
of exposure to flu or other
respiratory infections from
frequent interactions with

the public, a flu shot is the
best way to protect you
from flu illness,” Rhine
stated.
Protections from a flu
shot is especially important for those at higher risk
of developing serious flu
complications.
This includes people
who are 65 years of age and
older, pregnant women,
and people with certain
chronic medical conditions
like heart disease, asthma,
and diabetes. It can prevent
hospitalization and even be
life-saving.
“Your flu shot may help
protect your loved ones,
who may be at higher risk
for serious flu complications from infection, too,”
Rhine noted.
“Preventing flu illness
also decreases the burden
on the healthcare system
at a time when it is already
being tested by an unprecedented health crisis.
“As an essential worker,
you are providing essential
services to your community but remember that your
health is essential too. We
can all fight flu.”
Rhine advised that area
residents can go to VaccineFinder.org to find a
vaccination location, or
they can contact Southern
Seven Health Department
by phone at 618-634-2297
for the public health clinic
in their county.

Essential workers
urged to get flu shot

We make it easy for
you to monitor all your
activity, either from your
online banking portal or
through our convenient
mobile app.
Call us to get signed up today!
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Sports

Jadyn Gerardi of Lick Creek
leads team to national title

The Gazette-Democrat

Disc golf tournament played
at Cobden Community Park

The 2020 Christmas in the Village Disc Golf Tournament was played
Saturday, Dec. 5, in Cobden. Forty-one players participated in the singles
tournament, which was played at the disc golf course at the Cobden
Community Park. Sunshine and mild December temperatures prevailed for
the day. The tournament featured three divisions: recreational, intermediate
and advanced.

Team leader

Jadyn Gerardi, left, of Lick Creek led her team to a national cross country
championship at a competition which was held near Lexington, Ky.

Jadyn Gerardi of Lick
Creek has had quite a cross
country career, considering
she is only in the 6th grade.
She just keeps adding to her
resume every time she runs.
After winning the SIJHSAA championship at Du
Quoin, where she ran faster
than all the girls in both
classes, she competed in
Chillicothe at the Shazam State Championships,
where she finished 15th
overall, while competing
against mostly kids from
Chicago and the northern
half of the state.
Most of the top competitors were 7th and 8th graders as well, and everyone
competed in one class.
After a good showing in
the state championships,
Jadyn was picked up by
the Chicago Speed Cross
Country team to compete in

the Cross Country Coaches
National Youth Championships to be held in Paris, Ky.,
just outside of Lexington.
Gerardi didn’t just show
up, she was there to compete.
Gerardi finished third
overall in the 11-12 year
old division, covering the
very challenging 1.86 mile
course in 11:08, which was
a personal best time.
She led her Chicago
Speed team to the national
championship, just outpacing the Louisville Tigersharks by 2 points, on
Nov. 22.
“Jadyn is really learning
to race against some of the
best runners in the country. She ran a really smart
race, not getting out too
fast, knowing her pace and
where she needed to be,”
coach Matt Denny stated.

Gerardi was 8th about
halfway through the race as
she sat in the back of a pack
of six runners.
At that point she started
to pick them off one at a
time, to ﬁnish ahead of the
entire pack by the end of
the race.
“I think Jadyn can run
at the front. She just has to
get a little more experience
and get used to how fast the
best in the country get out
and realize she can do it, but
she is very smart and knows
what she is doing. This all is
a learning process,” Denny
stated.
Denny said Jadyn Gerardi is a name you should get
to know, and follow over
the next several years. She
is starting to make a name
for herself on the national
scene, which is just the
beginning.

Commentary

Uncertainty surrounds high school sports
By Mike Estel
The IHSA (Illinois High
School Association) is really going to have its hands
full in a very short while.
Because of the pandemic, all fall prep sports have
been put on hold.
Now, it appears like nothing in the world of high
school sports is going to
happen until early next
year.
Football was already
moved to next year and now
basketball. It will be hard

for these sports not to conﬂict with each other when a
schedule is ﬁnalized.
Only one game a week
is normally in football and
that usually falls on Friday
nights. However, basketball
teams play at least twice a
week. This includes both
boys’ and girls’ teams as
well. Practice for all teams
have to be worked into that
tight schedule as well.
Will these sports be over
by the time baseball, softball and track season comes

By Mike Estel
Emma (Basler) Kelley
left her mark in track for
the Anna-Jonesboro Community High School girls’
track team.
The 2011 A-J graduate
was chosen all four years of
high school for the Southern Illinois River-to-River Mississippi Division
All-Conference team; two
year All-South selection:
three years’ Most Valuable
track athlete and four years
an Illinois High School
Association State Qualiﬁer.
In the 2011 Class 1A
Illinois State Meet, Emma
ﬁnished 11th in the triple
jump with a 34-feet, 5-inch
effort
Her high school bests
in the 100-meter dash was
12.5 seconds; long jump 17
-3 and triple jump 34-2. Her
12.5 time in the 100-meter
dash tied her with Gina
Hileman for an A-J school
record.
“She was a four event
athlete and scored a lot of
points for us,” A-J track
coach Michael Eudy said.
“Triple jump became her
favorite event.”
Track wasn’t the only
sport in high school she
stood out in and Emma was
also a standout athete in
volleyball and basketball.
Her basketball talents were
a lot similar to a former A-J
player and very talented
Kasee Drew.

Emma attended McKendree College in Lebanon
on a track scholarship and
graduated in 2015.
While in college, her
personal best efforts in the
triple jump were 36-6.5 and
in the long jump 15-5.75.
Other college accomplishments were 5th place in the
Knox College Indoor Open
and 3rd place in the triple
jump at the McKendree Relays. In other college feats,
she ﬁnished in 13th place in
the long jump and in 14th
place in the McKendree
Indoor meet and 16th place
in both the long jump and
triple jump and 18th place
in the 100-meter dash in the
college’s outdoor meet.
She also walked on and
made the volleyball team
while attending McKendree
College.
However, everything
changed for her in the world
of sports when she began to
play at the collegiate level.
“It was fun in high school
(competing),” Emma said.
“You get to college and it
turned into a chore.”
Emma is now married
and living in Carbondale
and works from home for
the Illinois Primary Health
Association out of Springﬁeld.
But she will always be
remembered by avid A-J
sports fans for her feats on
the track ﬁeld as well as the
basketball court.

A-J track standout’s
success remembered

around? And, what about
volleyball and soccer?
It appears that some of
these sports will not be
placed on hold and be completely cancelled. For the
different players of the
various sports, I hope this
doesn’t happen.
Another problem facing
moving all sports is what
about two sport and multiple sports’ players. Will
they have to be limited to
just one sport?
This will be very interesting to see what the IHSA
ﬁnally decides.
We can only hope the
vaccines for the virus will
be approved and available
to everyone next year as
soon as possible.
Next year, surely can’t
be another like 2020. I really feel for the graduating
seniors who competed in
sports, who will never ever
forget this fateful year.
The 2021 season will surely be better for high school
players and fans as well.

SEALED BID AUCTION
BIDS DUE BY 5:00PM CST | DECEMBER 18TH, 2020
TIMBER LAKES GOLF COURSE | OFFERED IN THREE TRACTS OR ANY COMBINATION

Peoples Company is pleased to offer the Timber Lakes Golf Course situated along
Interstate 55 just off of Historic Route 66 in Staunton, IL which is located only 40
minutes from St. Louis, MO and 50 minutes from Springfield, IL.
Tract 1: Timber Lakes Golf Course land and buildings
Tract 2: 3,200+ sq. ft. home on 5 acres m/l overlooking Tall Timbers Lake
Tract 3: 6.25 acres m/l with potential building lots

PeoplesCompany.com
Listing #15237

Contact

Travis Smock, 319.361.8089
Isaac Taber, 309.335.8081

CheCk out our seleCtion
of sausage, steak and More!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Route 146 E & I-57 Junction
5565 St. Rt. 146 East • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986

19-52G
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Weather service shares climate summaries Governor says state ‘long way’ from
for fall season, month of November
exiting COVID-19 ‘danger zone’
The National Weather
Service office in Paducah
has shared climate summaries for the fall season and
for November.
The summaries include
a look back at weather
conditions in Southern Illinois, Southeast Missouri
and Western Kentucky. The
summaries were posted on
the office’s website.
Fall Climate Summary
Temperatures averaged
above normal by around 1
to 1.5 degrees.
The warmest month compared to normal was November, with temperatures
3.5 to 5 degrees above
normal.
October was the only
month of the season to finish below normal.
Precipitation was vari-

able across the region, with
Paducah finishing wetter
than normal. Paducah registered its 10th wettest fall
on record.
Southern portions of west
Kentucky were the driest
relative to normal, although
some other locations across
the region were drier than
normal as well.
The highest observed
amount for the season occurred in Paducah with the
National Weather Service
office picking up 16.86
inches, while the airport
received 16.30.
Portions of the southern
Kentucky Pennyrile area
only received 8 to 9 inches.
November Climate
Summary
Temperatures finished
above normal for the month

by around 3.5 to 5 degrees.
Through the first 25 days
of the month, Paducah observed its third warmest
start to November on record.
Paducah reached 80 degrees, which was only the
second November since
2005 to experience 80 degree warmth.
Colder temperatures returned at the end of the
month, with an early taste
of winter occurring on the
30th accompanied by some
light snow showers.
Paducah ended up finishing tied for the 8th warmest
November on record.
The month finished drier
than normal across most of
the region, with amounts
of 2 to 3 inches of precipitation common. This was
roughly 1 to 2 inches drier
than normal.
The exception to the dry
month was across the northwest counties in Southern
Illinois up along the I-64
corridor,where 4 to 5 inches
occurred.
The first snowflakes of
the season occurred across
much of the area on the
30th.

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Hospitalizations for COVID-19
have fallen from their second-wave highs, but the
death toll from the disease
continues to mount.
While Gov. JB Pritzker
said Monday he was encouraged by the trend in
the 18 days since the state
levied Tier 3 mitigations,
he added, “the numbers
still have a long way to go
to move away from what
could reasonably be called
the danger zone.”
“In other words, the
surge on top of a surge
that national experts have
said might define the holiday season is still the
focus of our attention,”
Pritzker said at his daily
COVID-19 briefing in
Chicago.
From Saturday through
Monday, the state reported
another 372 deaths, an average of 124 each day over
the three-day span.
The death toll surpassed
13,000 since the pandemic
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First deer

Peyton Lingle of Dongola harvested her first
white-tailed deer during the 2020 hunting season.
The 6-pointer was harvested in Union County.
The successful hunter is the daughter of Bre and
Landon Lingle. Photo provided.

The Anna-Jonesboro Wildcats started out right in the
1970-71 (basketball) season with a victory over the Carterville Lions by the score of 58-52 last Saturday night.
The Wildcats overcame the mistakes they made with the
aid of a 17 point performance by Jerry Tripp.
All persons interested in reforming the Union County
Independent Basketball League are asked to meet at the
Sunoco Service Station in Jonesboro Saturday night,
Dec. 12.
The Jonesboro Bulldogs lost a hard fought battle to the
Shawnee Braves 71-52 Tuesday, Dec. 1, at Jonesboro.
Elliot hit for 23 for the Braves, Livesay had the game
high of 26 for Jonesboro. Jonesboro won the 7th grade
game 39-33.
Fans filled the bleachers as Anna downed Cobden 48-31
and Unity Point whipped Lick Creek 43-36 in the Jonesboro Invitational Tournament action last week.

began, rising to 13,343
among 796,264 cases and
11.1 million test results
reported.
Statewide, the rolling
seven-day average case
positivity rate was 10.3
percent Monday, the 15th
straight day it has hovered between 10 and 11
percent.
“So far, we haven’t seen
our positivity rates start to
creep back up, which is a
good sign,” Pritzker said.
“But we also haven’t
seen it substantially fall...
not a good sign. It may be
that our mitigations are
working to offset the expected surge in cases. But
we won’t know that for
sure for at least two more
weeks.”
At the end of Sunday,
there were 5,190 people hospitalized with
COVID-19 in Illinois, an
increase of 30 from the
day prior.
For the seven-day period
ending Dec. 6, there were
5,484 people hospitalized
each day on average.
That’s a decrease of 461,
or about 7.7 percent, from
the week prior, the second
week in a row the average
decreased.
Approximately 28 percent of hospital beds remained open statewide, and
Pritzker said COVID-19
hospitalizations are still 14
percent above spring highs.
“Statewide, approximately three in four of our
staffed hospital beds are

currently in use,” Pritzker
said.
“That’s not the kind of
statistic anyone should
hang their hat on while
infections are rising nationally, and states around us
are running out of room in
their hospitals. That’s why
it’s more important than
ever to stay masked and
stay home.”
There were 1,123 intensive care beds in use by
COVID-19 patients as of
Sunday, an increase of 20
from the day prior.
That left 21.1 percent of
ICU beds open statewide,
while the seven-day average for ICU bed usage stood
at 1,153.
That was a decrease of
4.6 percent, or 56, from the
prior seven-day period.
It’s the first time since
mid-September the average decreased on a weekly
basis.
COVID-19 patients occupied 648 ventilators as of
Sunday, an increase of five
from the day prior.
The seven-day average
for ventilator use stood at
688 as of Sunday, a decrease of 11, or 1.6 percent, from the previous
seven-day period.
Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state government and distributed to
more than 400 newspapers
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.

Southern Illinois University Carbondale plans
to recognize more than
900 fall 2020 graduates on
Saturday, Dec. 12, with a
virtual ceremony featuring
a message from alumna
and “Hamilton” star Zoe
Jensen.
In just three years, the
2017 musical theater graduate has gone from singing
the “Star Spangled Banner”
at her own graduation ceremony in Banterra Center to
starring as Eliza Hamilton
in the lead female role of
the groundbreaking musical’s national tour.
Jensen, who grew up
in Rockford, participated
in high school sports and
the performing arts before
attending SIU.
There are 905 December
graduates. The ceremony
is planned at 2 p.m. Saturday on the university’s
YouTube channel and on

the commencement website.
In addition, August graduates whose degrees have
already been conferred will
be included in the virtual
ceremony.
To enhance the event for
graduates and their families
and friends, the university
has created a digital celebration kit.

SIU plans to have virtual
commencement ceremony

Check out
The Gazette-Democrat online at

annanews.com

Weather
High 56, low 19

Temperatures ranged
from a high of 56 degrees
to a low of 19 during the
period of Dec. 1-7 in the
Union County area.
No precipitation was recorded during the first seven days of December.
Following are temperatures for the period as recorded by local weather
observer Dana Cross in
Jonesboro:
H L
Tuesday, Dec. 1
42 21
Wednesday, Dec. 2 50 19
Thursday, Dec. 3
46 28
Friday, Dec. 4
49 28
Saturday, Dec. 5
56 25
Sunday, Dec. 6
49 26
Monday, Dec. 7
44 25
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Anna-Jonesboro National Bank
and other participating merchants
join in sponsoring a

cAsh giveAwAy

to encourage you to shop
locally for the holidays.
enter at any participating merchant.

There will be a drawing each Saturday morning, November 28th, December 5th, December
12th and December 19th at Anna-Jonesboro National Bank for a $100.00 winner. The grand
prize drawing will be held Thursday, december 24Th, for a minimum
of $500.00.
Prize winning checks will be written to the winners choice of participating merchants (excluding
banks). Amount must be split between at least two sponsors. Winners will be notified immediately
following the drawings. Individuals and their families only allowed to win once. All entries, other
than previous winners, will be entered in the grand prize drawing December 24th.
◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

The winner of the shop Local drawing on saturday, December 5th,
was Amy schaefer of Jonesboro.
sarah clinton of Anna-Jonesboro
National Bank presented the check.
Donna chose to receive her check
from Union county Market.

on County
i
n
U
Market
603 East Broad St. • Jonesboro • 833-1725

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

SI Builder Supply, LLC
104 W. Chestnut
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-2103

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Jim & Dot's
Shoe Store
& Western Wear

113 W. DAVIE ST. • ANNA, IL
618-833-5245
TUES. - Fri. 9-5 • SAT. 9-3 • CLOSED MON.

Farmstead
market
"Where Taste
and Quality Meet"

Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 7 Days a Week

Anna Tire & Auto Center
90 Richview Drive • Anna • 833-2122

AND

Cobden Auto Repair
213 N. Appleknocker • Cobden • 893-2102

Men's, Ladies & Children's Boots
Great Gift Ideas for the Whole Family!

5600 E. Vienna • Anna
Open mon.-sat.
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

Now Doing
Farm and
Road Service

"the legacy continues"
crystal gurley, owner
2297 state Rt. 146 West

Jonesboro • 833-5937

Visit Us On The Web At:
www.ajnational.com
1002 Public Square
Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

201 South Main Street
Anna • 618-833-8506

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

Brad's Collision
Works LLC
511 E. Vienna Street
Anna, IL • (618) 833-3102
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◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM
Name ____________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

Shawn McMahan
and

Rodney Henry
521 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-4721

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM
Name ____________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

208 W. Davie St.
Anna, IL 62906
618-614-5077
◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

1540 old hwy. 51n
Anna, IL • 833-5211
Carlos Gurley
Bumper Gurley

Cardinal
Corner
409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

Celisha Merriman, OD
Paul C. Jacobs, O.D., F.A.C.O.P.
Trevor Crabtree, OD
Jessie Crabtree, OD

316 S. Main • Anna
(618) 833-3777

618-565-1064

C

Your Hometown Store

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

angautomotive.com
109 Transcraft Dr. • Anna

833-8755

Rusty's
Home Center
418 E. Davie Street • Anna, IL

(618) 833-2101

300 Leigh Dr. • Anna
833-8592
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The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God. I
rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like
a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels. As the earth brings forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth spring
up, so will the Lord GOD make justice and praise spring up before all the nations. From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
************
A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but
came to testify to the light. And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him to ask him, “Who are you?”
He admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the Christ.”
So they asked him, “What are you then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” So they said to him,
“Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to say for yourself?” He said: “I am the voice of one crying out in the
desert, ‘make straight the way of the Lord,’” as Isaiah the prophet said.”
Some Pharisees were also sent. They asked him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Prophet?” John answered them,
“I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to
untie.” This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. From the Gospel of John
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Anna Junior High School
announces honor students
Anna Junior High School
announces first quarter honor roll students.
5th Grade, High Honor
Roll
Shooter Belcher, Ava Boreup, Landon Boyd, Julian
Brust, Elina Chen, Briley
Clay, Liam Fowler, Trevor
Fox, Ava Frazier, Cobie
Hodges, Lera Hoehner,
Camryn Kelley.
Paisley Kerr, Isaiah Lieberman, Holli Lopez, Gabriel Morey, Madalyn Perez,
Elliott Poulos, Jaida Smith,
Adalyn Suggs, Emma Thurston, Ella Whitaker, Allie
Yana.
5th Grade, Honor Roll
Wyatt Baker, Kendall
Carter, Kinley Eddleman,
Mackenzie Garcia, Kiera
Hartline, Hayden Keller,
Jozilyn Kerr, Aryanna Ozment, Evan Parks, Gage
Roach, Randy Robertson,
Baleigh Shipley, Addison
Simmons, Cody Thomas,
Kai VanAlstine.
6th Grade, High Honor
Roll
Levi Alvis, Revolution
Chaput, Finley Diemer,
Peyton Fleming, Haliegh
Grizzell, Kayden Hammer, Tyler Haywood, Milla
Hunter, Evan Inman, Dillon
Moreland, Zoe Mucher.
Joselyn Navarro, Zane
Plummer, Maxwel Ruddick, Aries Sullens, Jaron Taliseo, Clay Thomas,
Brian Thompson, Beckett
Thorpe, Raegan Wilhoite,
Holly Yana, Lizbeth Zamora.
6th Grade, Honor Roll
Mackenzie Alonso-Aragon, Nicholas Cook, Wyatt
Cook, Hunter Craft, Taylor Crews, Joseph Edging,
Jasmine Garcia-Ledbetter,
Liz Hammer, Bodhi Law,
Camiah Lowe.

News from

7th Grade, High Honor
Roll
Jaylen Althoff, Drake
Bible, Presley Bierstedt,
Addison Bonner, Jeffery
Campbell, Zoe Chen, Adam
Clark, Kansas Craig, Justin
Damian, Kaci Davis, Emma
Edwards, Maggie Gooden,
Elias Harner, Alexa Hinkle,
Alexis Houseman.
Lauren Jackson, Sophia
Lin, Mariel McGrath, Jake
Menees, Madison Moore,
Layne Murray, Foster Needling, Carson Pena, Ethan
Plott, Raelynn Sadler, Ally
Simmons, Drue Teske,
Logan Thompson, Kale
Waller, Mason Yates.
7th Grade, Honor Roll
Jayda Benefield, Mariah
Downs, Gabe Eddings, Lula
Griffin, Natasha Martin,
Danica Morgan, Tanner
Powell, Aaliyah Prater,
Saige Street, Nevaeh Walsh,
Bryan Wright.
8th Grade, High Honor
Roll
Halsey Alonso-Aragon,
Tristan Belcher, Keara Bible, Daylon Butler, Abby
Clay, Kayma Dawson, Mia
DeHarpart, Brooklynn Eastman, Logan Ebersohl, Allison Fowler, Rylan Frazier,
Trevor Goins, Jacqui Harris.
Cash Hodges, Nick Lingle, Kaitlyn Matuszewich,
Kayla Matuszewich, Luke
Menees, Kacey Pearl, Connor Richardson, Candria
Rogers, Drew Sadler, Zoee
Sadler, Savanah Smith, Tess
Wilkins, Ruby Yates.
8th Grade, Honor Roll
Landen Cates, Noah
Chotner, Dalton Cobb,
Dylan Grahan, Kansas Griffin, Riley Hennis, Taj Hodges, Aaron Madura, Kenlee
Metzger, Gavin Moore,
Kaylynn Roberts, Raegan
Sanders, Klayton Taylor, Jonah Watkins, Wyatt Wright.

Anna Nazarene Church

A drive-in service was
held on the church parking
lot Sunday, Dec. 6, at 10:35
a.m. and by Zoom inside the
sanctuary.
Singing was led by Pastor Randy Wright and the
worship team. Special music was provided by Jessica
Elkins.
A reading for the second Sunday of Advent was
about the candle of “Love.”
The reading was read by
Pastor Wright.
The pastor’s message on
Sunday was titled “What is
Love?” Scripture was from
1st John.
The message can be
found on the church’s website at annanaz.com and
on the church’s Facebook
page.
Birthday: Leonard
Sadler, Dec. 8.
A combined church and
Sunday School Board meeting is planned at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, today, in the
fellowship hall.
Friday night Bible study
is planned at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11, in the fellowship hall. CDC guidelines
will be followed, with the
wearing of masks and social
distancing. The Bible study
also will be available on
Zoom. Pastor Wright can
be texted for the password
prior to the meeting.
Sunday School for children is planned from 9:45
a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on Dec.
13.
A parking lot service is
planned at 10:35 a.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 13, if the
weather permits, and on
Zoom. Services will be
inside the sanctuary if the
weather is bad following
CDC guidelines by wearing
masks, social distancing
and families sitting together.
A pastoral review meeting for the church board
with Illinois district superintendent Terry Armstrong
is planned following the

morning worship service.
Bible quizzing is planned
at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec.
13, in the fellowship hall,
with CDC guidelines being
followed by wearing of
masks and social distancing.
A Wednesday night service is planned at 6:30 p.m.
on Dec. 16, with praise and
worship in the sanctuary
and on Zoom. The pastor
can be texted prior to the
meeting for the password.
During this time, the
church can be contacted by
calling the church office
at 833-6702 and leaving
a message if necessary or
by calling Pastor Wright at
618-534-7103.

News from

First Baptist
Church, Anna

John Turner led worship music for the morning
worship service on Sunday,
Dec. 6.
Pastor Nick’s sermon was
titled “How to Have Joy in a
Pandemic,” part 6. Scripture
was from Philippians.
Wednesday evening Bible study continues. Pastor
Nick is teaching about the
Book of Revelation. Bible
study starts at 6 p.m.
Information about services is available by contacting the church by phone
at 833-5416. Office hours
are between 9 a.m. and
3 p.m., Monday through
Thursday.
A monthly food giveaway
is planned Thursday, today,
starting at 11 a.m. and going
until food runs out. The
food giveaway will be in
the parking lot behind the
church. This is available to
anyone in the community.
The church is located at 409
Morgan St. in Anna.
An American Red Cross
blood drive is planned from
noon to 6 p.m. Thursday,
today, at the church.
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Robert ‘Bob’ and Shirley Russell White

Bob, Shirley White to celebrate
70th wedding anniversary

Robert “Bob” and Shirley Russell White of Cape
Girardeau will celebrate their 70th wedding anniversary
on Dec. 30. A dinner hosted by their immediate family
is planned in Cape Girardeau to celebrate the special
occasion.
The couple were married on Dec. 30, 1950, in Piggott,
Ark. Mr. White’s parents were Alva and Daisy White. Mrs.
White’s parents were Clara and Franklin D. “Doc” Russell.
The couple’s family includes daughter Judy Ann
White; daughter and son-in-law Sheila and Butch Noble,
deceased, of McKinney, Texas; son and daughter-in-law
Robert “Bob” and Tina White of Pasadena, Texas; daughter Sonya Faye White, deceased; one grandson, Chad E.
White of Houston, Texas; and three great-grandchildren,
Tyler, Conner and Brynley White of Houston, Texas.
The Whites have lived in Illinois, Missouri, Texas,
Colorado and Pennsylvania. Mr. White retired from Texas
Eastern. Mrs. White retired from Macy’s. Mr. White is a
member of the Masons.

News from

First Baptist Church,
Jonesboro
On Sunday, Dec. 6, Pastor Perry Williams spoke at
both morning and evening
services.
The morning message
was about Rahab, who is
named in the family lineage
of Jesus. Scripture was from
Joshua.
Music director Dee Rose
led the worship. Debbie
York was the pianist. Chris
Rose sang a Christmas
special.
The messages were sent
via transmitter for worshippers who stayed in their
cars on the church’s lower
parking lot while tuned in
to their radios on station
87.9 FM.
The church building is
now opened for services.
Check the church’s Facebook page, Jonesboro FBC,

for the latest information
about possible closings.
A monthly business
meeting was scheduled
Wednesday, Dec. 9. Bible
study followed.
Birthdays: Samantha
Charles, Dec. 6; Joseph
Todd Hancock, Dec. 10;
Lee Massey, Dec. 12; Sue
Rendleman, Dec. 13.
Currently, the regular
schedule for worship at
Jonesboro First Baptist
Church for the coming
week includes Sunday
School classes on Sunday
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning
worship at 10 a.m. and
Sunday evening worship
at 6 p.m.
Prayer and Bible study,
as well as youth group
meetings, are scheduled at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday.

Cochran honored for 15
years of service with firm

Heather Cochran, the
senior branch office administrator of an Anna
Edward Jones office, recently received the firm’s
Fifteen-year Service Award.
Cochran works with Edward Jones financial advisor
Phillip McGrath.
“I can’t believe it’s been
15 years,” Cochran said.
“When I joined this firm, I
knew it was a good decision.
I truly have enjoyed working
with the people in this community, and I look forward
to my next 15 years.”
The financial services
firm Edward Jones is built
upon the idea that financial
advisors should live in the
communities in which they
work.

To do that, the firm has
more than 19,000 financial
advisors across the nation
and through its affiliate in
Canada.
Most of the financial advisors work alone in these
offices, supported by their
branch office administrators.
That is just one of the reasons why the branch office
administrator position is so
valued by clients, the firm
and its financial advisors, the
firm said in a news release.
Edward Jones, a Fortune 500 company with
headquarters in St. Louis,
provides financial services
in the United States and,
through its affiliate, in Canada.

More than 275 persons, many of whom had purchased
tickets well in advance of the event, attended the annual
Ladies Night Banquet sponsored by the Chamber of
Commerce, Monday evening, Dec. 7.
The guests, members and their wives, were all in holiday
attire; the newly renovated American Legion Community
Center was beautifully decorated in the holiday motif, and
the delicious food served by members of the Townsend F.
Dodd Post, American Legion, made those attending more
aware of the rapidly approaching holiday season.
An excellent program was presented which included a
most entertaining and thought provoking speech by Dr.
Tom Haggai. Dr. Haggai’s syndicated program is heard
on radio twice daily and residents who have heard him
were all anxious to meet him and hear him personally.
They were not disappointed, according to all accounts.
***
Tuesday, Dec. 15, voters in Illinois will participate in a
referendum potentially far more important that the recent
election of national, state and local officials.
At this referendum, the voters will make their evaluation
of the work product of the Sixth Constitutional Convention
of Illinois and decide whether the proposed document shall
replace the state’s present 1870 constitution.
***
The political make-up of the Union County courthouse
did not undergo a change Monday, Dec. 7, when the newly
elected officials took office.
***
The Union County Board of Commissioners met Monday, Dec. 7, for their regularly scheduled meeting.
Ned Foley, chairman of the County Board, said the
County would soon undertake one of the “biggest road
building programs in the history of the county.” Permanent
blacktopping of all county roads, comprising 550 miles,
would be done in the near future.
***
The Union County area experienced a wide variety of
temperature recordings this past week, ranging from 70
to 17 for a differential of 53 degrees.
The Shawnee College student enrollment passed the
1,000 mark Monday night with 1,040.
***
Bulletin
Because of an embargo due to the threatened Railroad strike, many out-of-state subscribers will not
receive their papers this week.
***
From the Camp Ground news: The weatherman is
giving us some beautiful weather, but cold after all those
warm days. Let’s be grateful for all our blessings.
From the Casper Church news: Seems the farm animals
are restless like the human race. For our hogs and cattle
have been from place to place keeping their owners and
neighbors on the go and wondering who belongs where.

Pastor's Corner
by Pastor Don Cox

Remember when we were all united as
Americans? If you're not over 65 . . .
most likely you can't!!
Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.

52G

"The Preaching Pen"

The God of Heaven, An Awesome God!

No god of man, no idol, comes anywhere near our
Creator, who is our God and Savior.
Look at Isaiah 44:9-10. God mocks the foolishness of
men who, with their own hands, carve unto themselves
idols and then bow down and worship that piece of wood.
Isaiah 44:9-10: “They that make a graven image are all of
them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit;
and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know;
that they may be ashamed. Who hath formed a god, or
molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing?”
God exposes this foolishness by saying the carpenter
takes the same wood that’s left over from carving his god,
and then burns it to cook his meal! (Isa. 44:11-20)
The greatness and magnificence of God is seen in Psalm
8. Psalm 8:3-4 puts it in sharp contrast by acknowledging
the greatness of God in comparison to man. David said,
“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers,
the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; What
is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man,
that thou visitest him?” And the same thought is expressed
in Job 7:17, “What is man, that thou shouldest magnify
him? and that thou shouldest set thine heart upon him?”
We need to see the vast difference between God and
man! God is so immense and awesome in His being that
it’s hard for us to grasp or appreciate who He is. I’m not
saying we can’t know something about Him, but I am
saying He is greater than our ability to fully comprehend.
Learn more about God and His will for you at the Anna
church of Christ, 104 Nile St. We hope you’ll visit
us soon and wish you a great day!
R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ
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already selling wreaths for
Mounds National Cemetery.
If someone wants to be
By Martha Ann Webb
the coordinator for one of
the smaller cemeteries in
Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email
Union County like I am for
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W.
Anna they can contact Jim
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box
or me and I will get you in
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.
contact with Jim.
You will need to sell the
Art Work on Display
everyone who came.
Honor Wreaths for Veterans
Marie Samuel’s work is
Outing
for $15 collect the money
on display in the window at
Marie and David Samand send to Jim.
Little Egypt Arts Associa- uel enjoyed a nice scenic
We are thinking Wreaths
tion in Marion. The window drive and took the ferry at
Across America will have
display is titled “Inspired Cave-In-Rock Saturday to
a special time soon where
by Art & Nature.” Marie Kentucky. It was a pretty
they will match what is sold
is the association’s artist of day. Folks there were mostfor 2021.
the month.
ly masked. Gas was $1.99.
If you want to be the
Her fabric collages are
Birthdays
coordinator for one of the
sometimes marked or colCelebrating birthday Satsmaller cemeteries you will
ored with oil sticks not as urday, Dec. 5, Val Smith
also need to get someone
much painted but more Merriweather.
to be in charge of doing
often hand dyed fabrics
Celebrating birthdays
the ceremony on the speare used.
on Sunday, Dec. 6: Dr. Joe
cial day at your cemetery
The art or painting panels D. Meller, Lily Herring
when all across the United
from Hancock’s in Paducah celebrated her 1st birthStates the Honor Wreaths
are licensed by museums day, Tina Bryant, Martha
for Veterans are laid and the
for them to print on fabric. Clover.
Wreaths Across America
If they have flowers,
Elsie Anderson of Gorare laid at the same time.
Marie likes to add more eville will celebrate her
The American Legion or
flowers and often netting 105th birthday Dec. 23. She
VFW are wonderful groups
and beads, etc. by hand is a sister of Clara Cates.
that might help.
appliqué techniques. The
United Missionary BapYou will also need a
window stained glass trib- tist Church
place to store the Honor
ute to stained glass artist
The church plans to have
Wreaths when they come
Chagall was purchased in its Lottie Moon Christmas
in and someone to meet the
Anna at the Here and Now Offering Bazaar on SaturdHonor Wreaths Truck when
fabric shop.
day, Dec. 12, 8 a.m. to 2
they deliver the wreaths.
Marie’s book is displayed p.m. at the church on Lick
We are blessed in Anna to
and is an accordion photo Creek Road. All money
have Gary Dahmer who
book about how she learned will go to the Lottie Moon
does this.
about quilting. It opens to Offering for Missions.
Phil Ray is in charge of
many feet now.
Honor Wreaths for Vetour Ceremony at our CemeSpecial Thanks
erans
tery here in Anna. We are so
Special thanks to Ron
Thanks for these who
blessed to have Phil do this.
and Della Shepard and gave to our Honor Wreaths
Phil will be planning a short
Norma Eaves for giving me for Veterans. I have listed
ceremony this year due to
credit when they renewed these as they come in to me.
the coronavirus. Everyone
their subscriptions to The
A lot have paid online
is asked to wear masks and
Gazette-Democrat in No- so if you would like your
gloves.
vember.
loved one mentioned in my
The Honor Wreaths for
Thanksgiving Guests
Anna news column please
Veterans will be placed
Betty Eagle’s guests for send me their names.
around the cemetery so you
Thanksgiving dinner were
A special thanks to all
can go to where your loved
Robert, Ryan, Erin and who have donated Honor
one is buried after our cerEthan Gaddis of Carterville Wreaths for our veterans in
emony and put the wreath
and Josh and Matthew Mur- our Anna Cemetery.
on their grave then get a
ray of Anna. A good time
My goal for 2021 is to
wreath out of the box to lay
was had by all.
have a wreath for every
on a Veteran’s grave that
Craft Fair
Veterans grave. Rememdoesn’t have one. Please
Terrie Rhymer enjoyed ber, Honor, Teach. Wreaths
say their name as you lay
the craft fair at the Barn Across America. Be an
the wreath to honor them.
Event Center in Lick Creek American worth fighting
I feel very blessed that
on Saturday.
for.
our city administrator Dori
Congratulations
Phil Ray for Charley
Bigler helps me with the
The Willie and Terrie Treece. Phil will take to
Honor Wreaths for VetRhymer families have been Jonesboro. David or Dawna
erans and that Caron Sulblessed with three new Gregge for a Veteran who
lens makes the spreadsheet
babies added to the family doesn’t have anyone to buy
when I give her the names.
this past week. Two boys one for them.
A special thanks to evand one girl. The moms and
Joyce A. Stout for 5
eryone who attends our
babies are doing great.
veterans who did not have
service and helps lay the
Gulf Shores Trip
anyone to buy for them.
wreaths and offers to help
Tiffany Brown and fam- Tom and Carolyn Tripp
with anything we need. It
ily enjoyed a trip to Gulf for Ernest Tripp, Private,
take a community working
Shores and the beautiful 80 Army WWII, Harry Dale
together to make things
degree weather, the beach Bailey CPL, Army, Eugene
happen.
and swimming.
C. Schaefer Seaman 1st
We are still happy to
Guest
class Navy (WW II). They
let people purchase their
Guest of Lori Wild was will pick up and take to
Honor Wreaths for Veterher daughter Samantha Jonesboro Cemetery.
ans from Anna, attend our
from Springfield. They
Jonathan and Beverly
ceremony and then take to
enjoyed having a Christ- Schaefer for 2 Veterans that
another cemetery.
mas craft and yard sale last did not have anyone to buy
Annabelle Trail
weekend and visiting with for them. Barbara Adams
A special thanks to Rodney and Kelli Clutts for
buying an Annabelle sign
and have been added to the
Annabelle Trail for next
June 2021 the second week
in June.
If you have Annabelles
in your yard and live in
Anna and would like a sign
for your yard please let me
know. They are $15.
Anna VFW
Monday, Dec. 7, was
national Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day in the
United States.
This date is observed
annually to remember and
honor the 2,403 U.S. citizens who were killed in
Little Egypt Arts Association “Artist of the Month” Marie Samuel with her the Japanese surprise attack
window display “Inspired by Art & Nature.
on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7,
1941.
This led to the United
States declaring war on
Japan and entering World
War II.
Friday, Dec. 11, the post
plans to serve a drive-thru
fish fry. Serving is planned
from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Please call 833-5182 no
later than noon on Friday,
Dec. 11, to reserve your fish
dinner and pick up time.
A special thanks to evThe exhibit of Marie Samuel’s at Giant City Visitor Center is extended
through Christmas. Bessie Ellis and Martha Ann Webb toured it in November. eryone who cooks and
serves these meals and
They also enjoyed reading about the trees outside the building.
for her husband Robert Adams. Marilyn and Michael
Keller for Manuel Eugene
Morgan .
Nancy and Wayne Skoglund for a Veteran that
had no one to buy for them.
Mike Stegle for his Father
John J. Stegle. Thanks so
much for these. This was
the last of the donations for
this year.
Also for Joan Graves
Edwards back at the first
of this year in January as
many people did when
Wreaths Across America
were matching a wreath
she bought one for her son
Major Louis Joe Wohlwend
who was in the United
States Air Force Medical
Division and John W. Bostian, Marines.
Wreaths Across America
matched these with William
( Bill) Oscar Graves II
and Samuel M. Cavaness.
When Wreaths Across
America match our Honor
Wreaths bought these have
to be for our Anna Cemetery. Joan later bought for
her Great Grandfather who
is buried in Mounds Samuel
H. Graves, Civil War, John
Logan 31st Unit. and Carl
Fredrick Edwards Army
WW II buried in another
Cemetery.
Terry and Barbara House
in honor and memory of
Barbara’s Uncle Willie Gibson Army and Terry’s Dad
Arthur House. Both were
in the Philippines during
WWII. These wreaths will
be placed in our Anna Cemetery on a Veteran that
doesn’t have one in their
Honor.
573 Honor Wreaths were
sold for this year. 40 of
those will go to another
cemetery or for Door Honor
Wreaths. We have 831 Veterans in our Anna Cemetery
so our goal for 2021 will be
to sell Honor Wreaths for
Veterans for every grave.
Remember never forget
what these Veterans did
for us.
I feel very blessed that
Jim Koonce who lives
in Carterville, founder of
Honor Wreaths for Veterans
started this program so we
can honor the memory of
our Veterans buried in our
Anna Cemetery.
I asked Jim when he
started doing this and he
said 2015 with 350 Honor
Wreaths For Veterans. His
first Cemetery was Carterville where he lives and this
year all the Veterans graves
were covered there. This
year in all the cemetery’s he
sponsors there were 8,000
Honor Wreaths for Veterans
sold, branch off Wreaths
Across America.
Jim said when he started his program they were
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Phil Ray will lead our Honor Wreaths for Veterans
Ceremony at our Anna Cemetery Saturday, Dec. 19,
at 11 a.m. Everyone is asked to wear masks and
gloves and to social distance. The wreaths will
be placed around the cemetery so people can go
there after the ceremony closes to their loved one
to get their wreath to put on the grave and then the
wreaths will be placed on the other veterans graves.
Please say their names to honor them as you lay
the wreath on the grave. A special thanks to Phil
for leading our ceremony last year also.

Willie and Terrie Rhymer traveled to Cape
Girardeau this past weekend to watch their
grandchildren, Violet and Miles Yates, play indoor
soccer.

Lane, Ashley, Reid and Lenore Patterson went
to see Santa at the drive-thru Santa event at the
Pavilion in Marion, put on by the Marion Carnegie
Library. Lenore was unsure about Santa at first but
warmed up to him. Reid ran right over and told him
what he wanted for Christmas.

Welcome new business to Anna: Jami McCowen
and her husband recently moved here from
Waltonville. Jami custom decorates tumblers, wood
signs and more.

everyone who buys them
to support the post. They
are very good.
There will be no post
meeting in December.
United Methodist
Church, Anna
Sunday morning there
are still no church services.
Rev. Tim preached on
the church website. Sunday
was the second Sunday of
Advent. It was also Communion Sunday.
Rev. Tim’s sermon was
God is the Living Hope
with scripture from Romans. Carla Anderson sang
two songs.
Prayers for families who
have lost loved ones and
those who are sick.
Loaves and Fishes will
be Dec. 15 with a Christmas
basket giveaway.
Union County Alliance
of Churches
The Union County Alli-

ance of Churches plans to
ring bells on weekends at
Kroger, Walmart and Union
County Market through
Christmas Eve and Dec.
28-31 at Walmart. If anyone
would like to ring the Bells
please give Pete Housman
a call at 833-7083.
Pete Housman thanked
the First Christian Church of
Anna and the Anna-Jonesboro Rotary Club for ringing the bells at Kroger and
Walmart last weekend.
Dec. 18, a Union County Alliance of Churches
American Red Cross blood
drive is planned from 1
p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Main
Street Center. Call 800RED CROSS to schedule
an appointment.
Anna Heights Baptist
Church
Pastor Darryl has started
a new sermon series, Born
for This. This past Sunday

The Gazette-Democrat
was Jesus was born to bring
Truth John 18:37.
Sundays in person at
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. or
watch their livestream at
10:30 a.m. on the website,
Facebook or on their YouTube channel.
If you need prayer or to
talk with someone about
your faith, please call or
text the church office at
833-5916.
A H B C P o s t O ff i c e .
Bring your Christmas cards
for Anna Heights family
members and drop off at
the church and put money
in donation box for Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering.
All proceeds from Momma Lou’s Craft Sale last
Sunday went to the Baptist
Children’s Home.

Thursday, December 10, 2020
Be sure to look on the
AHBC social platforms on
YouTube and Facebook for
the Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Bible study and Sunday
morning 10:30 a.m. worship service online. The
church has 8 a.m. and 10:30
a.m. in person worship also.
For updates check the
church website www.annaheights.com.
Birthdays: Dec. 11 Corban Barringer, Luci Vick,
12 Morgan Pace, Maddie
Vick, 14 Pam Land, Brenna
Pribble.
Anniversaries: Dec. 16
Charles and Lovye Goforth.
Military Prayer List
Trace Faire, John Michael Brimm, Kaleb Meier, Nathaniel Moss, Der-

ek Nelson, Nick Pearson,
Nate Frankell, Alex Gratz,
Lukas W. Davis, Reagan
Morrison, Garrett Goins,
James McWhorter, Jennifer Ann Bishop, Arin
Whitemountain, Katelynn
Williams, Lindsey Keene,
Jacob Schaefer, Jerod
Schaefer, Creighton Laster,
Josh Steveson, Josh Williams, Jim Bonner, Nick
Harvel, Nona Elizabeth
Luke, Lucas J. Strickland,
William Nathaniel Frankell, Ethan Maze, Tanner
Anderson, Hayden Young,
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden
Glasco, Ryan Hampton,
Brittany Michelle Lence,
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes,
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy
Morse and wife Megan in
Alaska.
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Camp Ground Church, Community
“Come, Lord Jesus” was
the title of the sermon for
Sunday, with scripture from
Isaiah 11 and Matthew 3.
The second Sunday of
Advent focuses on peace.
Sunday’s message asked:
“Is peace an impossible
dream?
“The world is not at
peace. Greed, rebellion,
fear, addiction, violence,
neglect, hate and abuse
crowd hearts, leaving no
room for Jesus to live within.
“God’s sweeping judgment nearly wiped out Israel; only a remnant (stump)

was left.
“In the midst of their
fear, Isaiah urged Israel to
hold on to their dream of
peace.
“God promised a savior
who would rule in a way
that the world would be
changed.
“Before Christ began
His public ministry, John
the Baptist repeated the
same prophecy: pending
judgment if we don’t repent
for our sin.
“Peace and turning to
God are interlinked; you
can’t have one without the
other.”

Camp Ground Church’s
worship services are available live on Zoom; contact
any member of the congregation to be added to the
“meeting.”
Sermons are also available on YouTube at “Camp
Ground Cumberland Presbyterian Church.”
Happy birthday wishes
go to Michaela Boaz on
Saturday, Dec. 12.
Reed Crane celebrated
his 7th birthday Sunday
afternoon with a party at
Quick’s Skating Rink in
Anna. About 30 family and
friends celebrated with him.

Television Listings
THURSDAY

6 PM
:30
7 PM
:30
8 PM
:30
9 PM
:30
10 PM
:30
11 PM
:30

ABC

CBS

Local Programs Local Programs Local
Pre-Game
Station 19 (HD) Young
Thursday Night
Football New
B Positive
England Patriots
Grey’s Anatomy (:01) Mom
at Los Angeles
(HD)
Rams (Live)
Unicorn
A Million Little
Star Trek: DiscovThings
ery
Local
Jimmy Kimmel
Live

Local
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Nightline

Corden

FRIDAY

6
7
8
9
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11

PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30

ABC

CBS

6
7
8
9
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ABC

6
7
8
9
10
11

Frosty
Frosty
48 Hours (HD)

6
7
8
9
10
11

ABC

CBS

6
7
8
9
10
11

Superstore
Connecting
Law & Order:
SVU
Dateline NBC
(HD)

NBC

TBS

Bang (HD)
Bang (HD)
ESPN Original Bang (HD)
Bang (HD)
SportsCenter
Bang (HD)
“Don’t Ever Give Bang (HD)
Up” (HD)
Bang (HD)
Bang (HD)
SportsCenter
Conan
(HD)
Seinfeld
SportsCenter
Seinfeld
(HD)
Conan

ESPN

NBC

ESPN

Coll. Ftbl
Local Programs College Football
“Teams TBA”
BMW
(Live) (HD)
Pregame
Games (HD)
2020 MLS Cup
Playoffs (Live) The Wall (HD)

TBS

TBS

“Jingle All”
“Wonder” (‘17)
Afflicted boy enters local fifth
grade. (HD)

USA

Chrisley
Chrisley
Chrisley
Chrisley
Chrisley
Chrisley
Chrisley
Miz & Mrs
Chrisley
Chrisley Knows
Best House
flood.

USA

Chicago P.D.
(HD)

FOX

Local Programs
(:35) Local

ABC

Local

CBS

FOX

Local Programs Local Programs Local
Local
The
Neighbor.
L.A.’s Finest
Bachelorette
“Thief”
Bob Hearts
Woman seeks
All
Rise
(HD)
Cosmos
love. (HD)
Emergency Call Bull “The Ex
(HD)
Factor”
Local
Jimmy Kimmel
Live

Local
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Nightline

Corden

ABC

CBS

NBC

ESPN

USA

Chicago P.D.
(HD)
Chicago P.D.
(HD)
Chicago P.D.
(HD)

(4:30) “Wonder” Law & Order:
(‘17)
SVU

Sunday Night
Football Pittsburgh Steelers
at Buffalo Bills
(Live) (HD)

Grinch
Elf (HD)
“Shrek 2" (‘04)
Ogre meets his
in-laws. (HD)

Sports
NBA Pre. Basketball Los Angeles vs Los
Angeles (Live)

SportsCenter
Local Programs (HD)
Local info.
SportsCenter
(HD)

NBC

ESPN

Local Programs Monday Countdown

NBC

ESPN

The
Bachelorette
“The Men Tell
All” (HD)

Play On (HD)

Cosmos

The Voice (HD) Featured
“Movie”
NCIS Ziva’s warn- NeXt “FILE #7" This Is Us (HD)
ing.
(HD)

To Be Announced

FBI (HD)

Local
Jimmy Kimmel
Live

Local
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Nightline

Corden

Local Programs Transplant (HD)
Local info.
(:45)
SportsCenter
Local
(HD)
(:35) Tonight
(HD)
Local Programs
SportsCenter
(HD)
Late Night

CBS

FOX

NBC

ESPN

Law & Order:
SVU
Law & Order:
SVU
Law & Order:
SVU

“Shrek Forever Law & Order:
After” (‘10) Par- SVU
allel universe.
Family
Family

TBS

Fam Guy
Fam Guy
The Voice “Live Monday Football Fam Guy
Finale Part 1" Baltimore Ra- Fam Guy
(HD)
vens at CleveFam Guy
land Browns
(Live) (HD)
Fam Guy
Local Programs (:01) Nurses
Dad (HD)
Local info.
(HD)
Dad (HD)
Local
SportsCenter
Conan
(HD)
(:35) Tonight
Seinfeld
Local Programs (HD)
SportsCenter
Seinfeld
(HD)
Late Night
Conan

FOX

USA

Football America SportsCenter
(HD)
(HD)

Local Programs Local Programs (5:00) Local Pro- Local Programs SportsCenter
grams
(HD)

ABC

TBS

TBS

Bang (HD)
Bang (HD)
Bang (HD)
Bang (HD)
Bang (HD)
Bang (HD)
Bang (HD)
The Misery
Conan
The Misery
The Misery
Conan

TBS

Local Programs Local Programs (5:00) Local Pro- Local Programs The Last Dance Bang (HD)
grams
Bang (HD)
Christmas Light Amazing Race The Masked
Chicago Med
The Last Dance Bang (HD)
Fight Botanical (HD)
Singer Golden (HD)
Bang (HD)
garden. (HD)
Mask Trophy.
SEAL Team
Chicago Fire
The Last Dance Bang (HD)
(HD)
(HD)
Bang (HD)
The Con (HD) S.W.A.T. (HD) Local Programs Chicago P.D.
The Last Dance Bang (HD)
Local info.
(HD)
Frontal
Local
Local
Local
SportsCenter
Conan
(HD)
Jimmy Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(:35) Tonight
Frontal
Live
(HD)
Local Programs (HD)
Sports
Seinfeld
Nightline
Corden
Late Night
Last Dance
Conan
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DISN

USA

TBA
Disney Fam
Just Roll
TBA
Austn/Ally
Austn/Ally
Austn/Ally
Wizards
Jessie
Jessie

aac “The
Photograph”
(‘20) (HD)

(5:25) “Movie”

“X-Men”
Materials
aaa “Hot
Fuzz” (‘07) Cop
in a quiet town.
(HD)

MAX

SHOW

“Her Smell” (‘19) “1917" (‘20)
(R)
Two young British soldiers.
“Pearl Harbor” (HD)
(‘01) Ben
Affleck. WWII pilots fight for a Your Honor
woman’s love. “Your Honor:
Part One”

Murder on Mid- (:05) “Cold Pur- “Terminator 2:
dle Beach (HD) suit” (‘19) Hunt- Judgment Day”
ing killer. (HD) Killer robots.
Industry

DECEMBER 12, 2020

DISN

TBA
TBA
BUNK’D
BUNK’D
Jessie
Disney Fam
Just Roll
Big City
Amphibia
Mickey
Jessie
Jessie

HBO

MAX

“Rock of Ages” (5:20) aac
(‘12)
“Fear” (‘96)

SHOW

Your Honor

“The Bee Gees: “Shaft” (‘19, Ac- The Best
How Can You” tion) Best
“Iverson”
friend’s death.
Showtime Box(HD)
ing Special Edi(:50) “Battletion “Colbert vs.
ship” (‘12) Hu- (:55) “The
Arboleda” (Live)
man navy
Kitchen” (‘19, (HD)
battles alien ar- Crime)
mada.
(:40) “Black
“The Bee Gees” Rain” (‘89, Action) (R)
(‘20)
Your Honor

DECEMBER 13, 2020

DISN

Liv Maddie
TBA
Raven
Raven
Just Roll
Disney Fam
Jessie
Jessie
Stuck Mid.
Wizards
Girl World
Girl World

HBO

MAX

SHOW

“The Bee Gees” Warrior Mai Ling Shameless (HD)
(‘20)
acts.
“Wrath of the
Titans” (‘12)
(HD)
(:40) “Snow
White and the
Huntsman”
(‘12)

“Rapture-Palooza”
(‘13) (R) (HD)

Couples Therapy
(HD)

Shameless (HD)
(:25) c “Disaster Movie” (‘08) Your Honor “Part
(HD)
Two”

(:55) aa
Moonbase 8
“Doctor Sleep” “Forces of Na- Your Honor “Part
ture”
(‘99)
Psychic powers.
Two”
“Safe House”

Couples

DECEMBER 14, 2020

DISN

HBO

MAX

(5:45) aaa
“American
“Shazam!” (‘19) Woman”
Orphan gets
“Dark Shadpower.
ows” (‘12) Vampire’s family.
His Dark Materi- (HD)
als
Industry “Nutcracker”
Materials
Industry “Nutcracker”
“Misery”

SHOW

“Apollo 13" (‘95)
(HD)

(4:55) “Movie”

HBO

MAX

SHOW

“Alita: Battle Your Honor “Part
Angel” (‘19)
Two”
Amnesia cyborg.
Inside the NFL
(HD)

Real Sports
(HD)

(:04) aaa
Shameless (HD)
“Anna” (‘19, Action) Feared asInside the NFL
sassin.
(HD)

DECEMBER 16, 2020

NCIS “Double
Down”

(5:00) “Movie”

WWE NXT
(Live) (HD)

Big City
Amphibia
Mickey
Bizaard
Bizaard
Bizaard
Good Luck
Good Luck
Good Luck
Good Luck

MAX

Materials
“Birth Dragon”
(:25) “Underwa- (‘17)
ter” (‘20, Horror) “Blinded by the
Light” (‘19) A
music fanatic.
“Art of Political
Murder” (‘20)
Industry “Nutcracker”

FRIDAY
7:00pm

USA It’s a Wonderful Life aaaa (1947,
Holiday) James Stewart, Donna Reed. A suicidal man’s guardian angel gives him the
chance to see what life in his town would be
like if he had never been born. NR TVPG

10:00pm

HBO Murder on Middle Beach “Reasonable Doubts” Madison is adamant to check
every clue that can bring him closer to solving
his mother’s decade-old death, but unexpected obstacles interfere. TVMA (HD)

SATURDAY
8:00pm

CBS Frosty the Snowman A group of kids
are thrilled when their snowman magically comes to life, but they must travel north with him
when spring arrives to prevent him from melting. TV G (HD)

8:50pm

HBO Battleship aac (2012, Science Fiction) Taylor Kitsch, Alexander Skarsgård. During a Naval war games exercise, an
international fleet of ships comes in contact
with an alien armada, and an intense battle
erupts between them. PG-13 (HD)

SUNDAY
7:00pm

TBS Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
Christmas A mean-hearted hermit descends
into an unsuspecting town to steal all of the
presents from the children, but he ends up
learning the true meaning of Christmas. TV G

8:40pm

HBO Snow White and the Huntsman aac
(2012, Fantasy) Kristen Stewart, Charlize
Theron. When her ruthless queen of a stepmother hires a hunter to kill her, Snow White
joins forces with her hired killer in a campaign
to kill the evil ruler. PG-13 (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

CBS Bob Hearts Abishola “Sleeping Next to
an Old Boat” Abishola worries about Dele and
the influence of Bob’s privileged lifestyle on
him; Tunde and Olu have opposite reactions to
a robotic vacuum. TVPG (HD)

(:10) “Contraband” (‘12)
Counterfeit
money.

HBO

NBC Superstore The employees at a big-box
store, including new additions and lifelong
managers, must deal with the antics of their
customers and colleagues. TVPG (HD)

aa “My Super Couples Therapy
Ex-Girlfriend” (HD)
(‘06)
“Hitch” (‘05,
“Can You Keep Comedy) Roa Secret?” (‘19) mance coach.
(HD)

(:55) “Unfaithful” “Before Devil” Moonbase 8
(‘02)
(‘07)
“8 Crazy”

DISN

7:00pm
ABC Station 19 “Don’t Look Back in Anger”
The team receives a call about a domestic dispute, and they discover that a pregnant
woman is involved in the conflict; Travis copes
with a family emergency. TV14 (HD)

Shameless (HD)

Your Honor “Part
Two”

“Rock of Ages” “Chainsaw” (‘06) Ray Donovan
(‘12)
(HD)
“Poker”

Industry “Nutcracker”

THURSDAY

ABC The Bachelorette A single woman lives
in a mansion with a group of potential suitors
and must narrow them down to one individual
who she believes would be her best match.
TVPG (HD)

DECEMBER 15, 2020

DISN

“San Andreas” TBA
(‘15) Rescue at- BUNK’D
tempt after an
BUNK’D
earthquake.
Undercover
Undercover
(:32) “G.I. Joe: Liv Maddie
Retaliation”
Liv Maddie
(‘13) G.I. Joes’
revenge. (HD) Liv Maddie
Jessie
Jessie

Miz & Mrs
Miz & Mrs
Family
Family
Family
Family

HBO

Euphoria (HD)

Raven
Raven
Raven
Raven
Jessie
Jessie
Jessie
Jessie
Jessie
Jessie

USA

“The Waterboy”
(‘98)

DECEMBER 11, 2020

DISN

WWE Monday
Night Raw (T)
(HD)

Law & Order:
SVU

SHOW

“Half Nelson” Shameless (HD)
(‘06) Basketball.
(R)
Your Honor
(:50) Murder on (:50) “Gamer”
Middle Beach (‘09) Human av- “The Upside”
atar slave. (HD) (‘19) Unlikely
chemistry. (HD)
Industry Holiday
party.
(:25) Warrior
(HD)
Winning
(:05) Your Honor
“Ford v”
“Abandon”

(4:55) “Movie”

USA

MAX

His Dark Materi- “Safe House”
als
(‘12)

Chicago P.D.
(HD)

Family
Family
Family
Family

HBO

(5:15) “Movie”

“It’s a Wonder- Disney
ful Life” (‘47) A
man discovers
the value of his Jessie
life.
Jessie
Raven
Just Roll
Family
Disney Fam
Family
Stuck Mid.
Family
Jessie
Family
Jessie

Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Local Programs Local Programs
Local info.

WEDNESDAY
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30

FOX

The Disney Holi- 60 Minutes (HD) NFL (Live)
day
The OT
Supermarket
Rudolph
Simpsons
Sweep
Red-Nosed
The Harts
Who Wants to NCIS: L. A. (HD) Burgers
Be a
Fam Guy
Card Sharks
NCIS: New Or- Local Programs
(HD)
leans
Local info.

TUESDAY

6 PM
:30
7 PM
:30
8 PM
:30
9 PM
:30
10 PM
:30
11 PM
:30

Local Programs SportsCenter
(HD)

Local
Local
(:35) Tonight
Local Programs (HD)
Late Night

FOX

ESPN

Top Rank Box- Bang (HD)
(:02) Chicago
ing “Stevenson Bang (HD)
P.D.
Local
vs. Clary” (Live)
Local Programs Local Programs Cosmos Life sup- Local
Frontal
Family
Local info.
port.
Saturday Night
“Shrek Forever Family
After” (‘10) (HD) Family
Local Programs
Local Programs Live (HD)
Family

MONDAY
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30

CBS

Scoreboard
Local Programs
College Football
“Teams TBA”
Rudolph
(Live) (HD)
Red-Nosed

SUNDAY
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30

NBC

Local Programs Local Programs (5:00) Local Pro- Local Programs Countdown
Seinfeld
grams
College Football Seinfeld
Arizona State ac “Tyler
Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver (HD) WWE Friday
The Blacklist
Sun Devils at Ar- Perry’s A
Night
(HD)
izona Wildcats Madea ChristSmackDown
(Live)
(:01) 20/20 In- Magnum P.I.
Date
line
NBC
In
(Live) (HD)
mas” (‘13)
vestigative
(HD)
vestigative
news. (HD)
news. (HD)
Blue Bloods
Local Programs
“The Wedding
(HD)
Local info.
NBA Preseason Ringer” (‘15)
Fake best man.
Basketball
Local
Local
Local
“Teams TBA”
Jimmy Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(:35) Tonight
(Live)
Live
(HD)
Local Programs (HD)
ELEAGUE (HD)
Nightline
Corden
Late Night

SATURDAY
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30
PM
:30

FOX

SHOW

“The Blues
Brothers” Mission from God.
(R)
“BELUSHI” Life
of comic actor.

aa “Rock the
Kasbah” (‘15) (:50) Your Honor
(HD)
“Part Two”

“The Way
“Gone Fishin’”
Back” (‘20) Ben Bad fishing trip. “Hustlers” (‘19)
Affleck.
(HD)

7:30pm

TUESDAY
8:00pm
FOX NeXt “FILE #7" LeBlanc and Shea are
desperate to stop Ted from completing his
plans for the NEXT server; Ben and Gina examine the deaths of a congresswoman and reporter. TV14 (HD)
NBC This Is Us A group of strangers are affected by life’s unexpected events when their
paths cross and life journeys intersect in unlikely ways, revealing shared attributes. TV14
(HD)

WEDNESDAY
8:00pm

SHOW BELUSHI aaac (2020, Drama)
Chevy Chase, Carrie Fisher. The life of comedy legend John Belushi is explored, which
features family and friends as they share intimate memories of the comic actor. TVMA (HD)

9:00pm

DISN Bizaardvark Two friends who create
songs and music videos for their online channel reach 10,000 subscribers are invited to
produce their videos from a studio. TV G
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Obituaries
Dr. Gemo Wong

At 84 years old and in
the worst global pandemic,
our dad chose to help his
community, serve and heal,
fight in the frontlines. No
one could convince him to retire, especially not when the
community he loved needed
him most. Ultimately, he died
doing what he loved. Covid
took an amazing man, husband, father, and grandfather.
Married to his true love,
Dialina Wong, on Nov. 21st,
1970. She was his sun, he
was her air. They were made
for each other. Soon after, Patrick, Kirk, Gemo Jr. and
Christy were born and completed the Wong dynasty of
Cairo, Ill.
My dad was known as doctor to the community of
Southern Illinois. He dedicated his life to serving and
healing its people for almost 50 years. He worked to make
sure he provided for his family, but primarily he worked
because he knew that people needed him. He was selfless
when it came to caring for others. His passion was truly
providing...providing answers and providing hope to his
patients. And although he was a very skilled physician, his
greatest trait was his compassion. His compassion allowed
him to connect with his patients in a lasting manner. This
compassion is why every patient and co-worker are so
affected by this loss.
Despite many other job opportunities over the years, my
dad never left Cairo. My dad and Cairo formed a special
bond, he truly loved that community and its people. He
faithfully served generations of its citizens and took pride
in doing so. They, in turn, loved him back as evident by
the overwhelming outpouring of love and support.
We lost a great man, husband, father, and grandfather.
He selflessly gave so much to his community and his
family, finding strength and inspiration from the people
around him. Being a parent now, I’m not sure I could ever
accomplish what he did in two lifetimes.
I’ve always said if there were more Gemo Wong’s in
the world, it would be a better place. But, I’ve come to
realize there is no chance of that happening because he
was unique, truly one-of-a-kind. No other person can ever
be what he meant to those that knew him.
If you would like to donate to a charity in honor of my
dad, we’ve chosen:
#FirstRespondersFirst- which provides essential supplies, support and resources to healthcare workers working
the frontlines of this Covid pandemic.
https://thriveglobal.com/categories/first-responders-first/.
We’ve also chosen American Red Cross, who do so
much for people around the world. If you find time to
donate blood, please do. For monetary donationshttps://www.redcross.org/donate/blood-services-donation.html/.
Services for Dr. Gemo Wong will be private.
To view the full obituary or to leave an online condolence for the family, visit www.crainsonline.com.
Crain Funeral Home in Cairo is in
charge of arrangements.

Buddy Warren

Buddy Warren, 80, of Miller City, died at 12:30 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 3, 2020, at St.
Francis Health Care Center in
Cape Girardeau.
Mr. Warren was born on
March 31, 1940, in Pulaski
County. He was the second
of 11 children born to Elige
and Lois Robertson Warren.
On Aug. 7, 1957, he married Dora Bell Lessar in Elco.
She preceded him in death
on Nov. 19, 2016. He was a
devoted and loving husband for over 63 years.
Mr. Warren is survived by his 10 brothers and sisters,
Darrell Warren, Clint Warren, Deloris Martin, Link Warren, Shirley Dunn, Danny Warren, Rick Warren, Terry
Warren, Tim Warren and Johnny Warren; and many nieces,
nephews and cousins, including a beloved cousin, Noma
Dodson.
Mr. Warren was preceded in death by his parents and
his wife.
He was a lifelong farmer and worked for Patton Farm
in Miller City. He was also a skilled butcher.
Mr. Warren had a great love of the outdoors and served
for many years as a hunting and fishing guide. He was
widely known for his goose calling abilities.
He was an active member of Alexander Freewill Baptist
Church. He was an avid music lover.
A graveside service honoring the life of Buddy Warren
will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday, today, at the Meisenheimer-Mt. Olive Cemetery, 1465 Mt. Olive Rd., Dongola.
Pastor Sam Ramdial will officiate. Interment will follow.
Visitation will be from 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. at Meisenheimer-Mt. Olive Cemetery.
Serving as honorary pallbearers will be Mr. Warren’s
brothers and nephews.
Those attending the service are reminded to observe all
customarily accepted social distancing guidelines. The
family specifically requests all who attend to wear a face
mask or covering. In order to facilitate social distancing,
everyone is invited to bring a lawn chair.
Memorials can be made to the Alexander Freewill Baptist Church, 23335 Brownsville Rd., Thebes, Ill. 62990.
To share a memory or to leave an online message of
condolence for the family, visit www.baileyfh.com.
Bailey Funeral Home in Vienna is in charge of arrangements.
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Kyle Dean Kern

Kyle Dean Kern, 62, of
Dongola, reached out for his
Lord and Savior’s hand and
was taken to his much-deserved heavenly home on
Monday, Nov. 30, 2020, at
Lourdes Hospital in Paducah,
Ky.
Mr. Kern was born on Feb.
25, 1958, in Mt. Vernon, the
son of the Rev. John and
Lydia Wells Kern.
He accepted the Lord Jesus
Christ as his personal savior
at a young age and used his
gifts of teaching, compassion, his willingness to help
others, even strangers, and praying with so many in need
that also served as his testimony to countless others.
In his youth years he was a member of the Challengers
Quartet and continued to use the most beautiful tenor voice
the Lord had blessed him with at Shawnee Community
College and Southwest Baptist College.
Mr. Kern was an active member, deacon and music
director at the First Baptist Church in Dongola for many
years.
The following was his favorite verse, in which he
wholeheartedly believed in:
“I can do all things through Christ who gives me
strength” from the book of Philippians, chapter 4, verse 13.
He was a graduate of Century High School, Shawnee
Community College, Southwest Baptist College, Southern
Illinois University and Eastern Illinois University.
Mr. Kern was an EMT for the Pulaski County Ambulance Service for many years.
He became a correctional officer then educator for the
Illinois Department of Corrections until his retirement.
When our country was attacked on September 11, 2001,
his students asked him what they should do. Kyle told
them we must pray, and he said he looked around and
every student had their head bowed. This is just another
testament to this wonderful Christian man.
Additionally, over the course of many years, Kyle was a
part-time instructor for the Shawnee Community College
where he continued to teach until his untimely illness and
passing. He enjoyed watching Cardinals baseball with his
daughter, Gracie.
He was united in marriage to the love of his life, Cynthia
Lingle, on June 26, 1982, at the First Baptist Church in
Dongola and she survives.
To this union were two daughters, who were the light of
his life and to whom he was so proud of: Erica Rachelle
(Jacob) Poat and Gracen Elisabeth Kern; and two precious
grandchildren whom he adored: Carson Dean and Aubrey
Jo Poat, of Dongola.
Additional survivors include three brothers, Randy
(Teresa) Kern, Terry (Ivy) Kern, of Olmsted, Jeff Kern of
Perks, and one sister, Debbie (Tracy) Meyer of Cypress;
his brother-in-law, Roger (Rosalind) Lingle of Dongola;
a sister-in-law, Pamela (Loren) Ferguson of Anna; and
brother-in-law, David Lingle of Austin, Texas; an aunt,
Maribelle Sweetin of Flora; many nieces, nephews, cousins, colleagues, and so many dear, dear friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, the Rev. John
and Lydia Kern; a sister-in-law, Janet Johnson; and his
special family, Barney, Jo and Jan Porterfield.
Graveside services were held Saturday, Dec. 5, at 11
a.m. at the Friendship Church Cemetery in rural Dongola,
with the Rev. Paul Sadler officiating.
Memorials can be made to the First Baptist Church
music fund.
Crain Funeral Home in Dongola was in charge of
arrangements.
To view the full obituary or to leave
an online condolence for the family,
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Barbara Ellen
Stegle Sweitzer

Barbara Ellen Stegle Sweitzer was born on June 17,
1923, in Cobden. Barbara was the daughter of John and
Josephine Cerny Stegle.
She passed away from COVID-19 at age 97 years on
Dec. 2, 2020, at Hickory Point Christian Village in Forsyth, Ill. Strengthened by the Sacraments of the Catholic
Church Barbara peacefully passed into the arms of the
Lord.
Barbara married Walter L. Sweitzer on Dec. 23, 1948,
in Cobden, Ill. Walter passed away on Aug. 24, 1978.
Barbara is survived by one son, Joe Sweitzer (Katherine) of Cobden,Ill.; five daughters, Sharlotte Dammerman
of Lancaster, Pa, Sheryl Anne Kula (Charlie) of Buncombe, Ill., Bobbie Sweitzer (Stephen Small) of Chicago,
Ill., Sandra Sweitzer (Harvey Neverman) of Decatur,
Ill., and Sonya Sweitzer-Bradley of Houston, Texas; two
sisters Edlein Dillow of Anna, Ill., and Emma Lee Harris
of Glen Carbon, Ill.
She is also survived by 11 grandchildren, Gary and Joe
Sweitzer, Rachel Colwell, Ryan and Brandon Dammerman, Stephanie Anne Kula, Stacie Anne Webb, Sydney,
Sheridan and Schuler Small and Brooks Bradley; and nine
great-grandchildren, Theron and Lauren Sweitzer, Joey
and Lillian Sweitzer, Arillia Colwell, Lucy Dammerman,
Margaret and Helen Dammerman and Madeline Anne
Webb; and many nieces, nephews, friends and relatives.
Barbara was preceded in death by her parents; husband,
Walter L. Sweitzer; two brothers, Edward and John J.
Stegle; one infant sister, Laura May Stegle; and a son-inlaw, Gary Dammerman.
Barbara attended St. Joseph’s Catholic School and graduated as valedictorian of Cobden High School in 1941.
Barbara was a member of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in
Cobden, Ill. For many years she quilted with St. Mary’s
Catholic Church quilting group. Barbara loved birds and
crossword puzzles, and was an avid reader.
There will be a private family Rosary and Mass of
Christian burial at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Cobden,
Ill., with Fr. Uriel Salamanca officiating. Burial will be in
St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery in Cobden, Ill.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Anna is in charge of arrangements.
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Charlotte Lee Rooney

Charlotte Lee Rooney, 74,
of Dongola, died Wednesday,
Dec. 2, 2020.
She was born on Sept. 3,
1946, in Cairo, the daughter
of Albert Lee and Vera Faye
Foster Jones. She married
John Rooney.
She is survived by her
husband, John Rooney of
Dongola; children Bonnie
Rooney of Anna, Kenny Demery of Anna, Bill Rooney
of Anna, Louella Snyder of
West Frankfort and John Bailey of Anna; grandchildren
Jada and Evan Rooney, Gary and Amanda Morrison, and
Kaitey and Jordan Bailey; siblings Gary Jones of Florida,
Larry Jones of Anna, Mike Jones of Anna and Dianne Alfaro-Stivers of Missouri; and a cousin, Jennifer Cannom.
She was preceded in death by her parents.
There will be no services held at this time.		
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of
arrangements.

Adrian Pender

Adrian Pender, 82, of Cobden, died Monday, Dec. 7,
at his home.
Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman &
Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of
arrangements.

Glenda Russell

Glenda Russell, 83, of Wolf Lake, died Monday, Dec.
7, at the Du Quoin Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.
Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman &
Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of
arrangements.

Thank You

The family of Judith Gray would like to
thank you all for the food, cards, flowers,
memorials and other kind expressions of
sympathy shown in her honor following
her recent passing.
Your support at this difficult time was
very much appreciated and of great
support to all of the family. Judy will be
greatly missed by many.
Roger, Lisa, Jennifer and families

52G

In Memory

Cody Ring

September 5, 1990 - December 7, 2004

Our hearts still
ache with sadness,
and secret tears still
flow.
What it meant to
lose you, no one can
ever know.
We miss you and love you,
Dad, Mom, Brian
Grandpa & Grandma

52G
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Lester Dirden

Lester Dirden, 71, of
Jonesboro, died Thursday,
Dec. 3, 2020, at his home.
He was born on June 23,
1949, in Anna, the son of Jessie and Helen Harvel Dirden.
He married Christine Hileman on April 20, 1973, in
Jonesboro.
Mr. Dirden is survived
by his wife, Christine Dirden of Jonesboro; children
Amy Dirden, Brian (Melissa)
Dirden and Leslie Dirden all
of Anna; grandchildren Natosha, Abbi, Hunter, Clayton,
Brisan, Paige, Ben, Chase, Dexter and Tyson; great-grandchildren Kaden, Kingston
and Cameron; nieces and nephews; other
relatives and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents and by four
brothers.
Mr. Dirden attended Bethel Baptist Church. He served
in the U.S. Army. He was a member of Labor Local 1330
and the Union County Coon Club.
Graveside funeral services were at 1 p.m. Monday, Dec.
7, at St. John’s Cemetery near Dongola, with Terry Kern
officiating. Interment immediately followed.
Memorials can be made to Bethel Baptist Church.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Anna was in charge of arrangements.

Lyle Anderson

Lyle Anderson, 82, of
Anna, died Friday, Dec. 4,
2020, at Saint Francis Medical Center in Cape Girardeau.
He was born on June 16,
1938, in Duluth, Minn., the
son of Gregory and Lela
Gardner Irene Anderson.
He married Carole Olson
on Aug. 29, 1964, in Elgin.
Mr. Anderson is survived
by his wife of 56 years,
Carole Anderson of Anna;
children Brian Lyle Anderson of Culver, Minn., and
Lisa Carol (Eric) Norland of Island Lake; grandchildren
Amy Caroline Norland, Allissa Marie Norland, Annaka
Ellen Rose Norland and Jack Thomas Lyle Norland; and
a brother, Harold Dean Anderson of Duluth, Minn.
He was preceded in death by his parents; siblings Carl
Bert (Helen) Anderson, David (Sue) Anderson, Carol (Joe
Smith) (Clyde) Prudhomme, John J. Anderson and Patrick
Anderson; a half-brother, Roy (Dorothy) Anderson; and
a sister-in-law, Nancy Anderson.
Mr. Anderson enjoyed classic cars and liked to work
on them, especially his own 1966 T-Bird. He loved his
grandkids and the time he got to spend with them.
There will be no services held at this time.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Anna is in charge of arrangements.
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Public Record

from the files at the
Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro
Realty Transactions
The following real estate
transactions were recorded at
the Union County clerk’s office
in Jonesboro:
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Bryan I. Keller, Teresa Keller.
Grantee: Scott Robich. Tract
Section 15 Township 13S
Range 1E.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Tina Short. Grantee:
Delaney Short, Jason Short.
Subdivision Name: Richard
Perrys 1st Add. Jonesboro.
Lot 2.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Brad Palmer, Robert B.
Palmer, Brenda Parr, Jill
Rendleman. Grantee: Bobby
E. Barnes. Subdivision Name:
John W. Hess Add. of Anna.
Lot 4.
Quit Claim Deed. Grantor:
Brandon L. Hoehner. Grantee:
Brian Hoehner. Tract Section
28 Township 11S Range 1E.
Quit Claim Deed. Grantor:
Beverly Jane Goins, William
Glen Goins. Grantee: Leigh
Ann Burns, Beverly Jane
Goins. Subdivision Name:
McElhaneys 2nd Add. of
Jonesboro. Lot 23.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Michael J. Eck, Michael John
Eck. Grantee: Christopher
Bobby Johnson, Savanna G.
Johnson. Tract Section 12
Township 11S Range 2W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Clyde Dwane Sims Jr., Doris
Sims, Vanessa Sue Sims.
Grantee: Phyllis Bynum, Julie
White. Subdivision Name:
James and Daniel Cravers
Add. Jonesboro. Lot 21.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Janice V. Sergey, Margaret
White. Grantee: Lisa M.
Hellman, Randy L. Hellman.
Tract Section 8 Township 11S
Range 1W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Jason Salonis, Micah Salonis.
Grantee: Jamie L. McLane.
Tract Section 16 Township
13S Range 2W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Peter W. Maher. Grantee:
Chung K. Han, Dong H. Han.
Tract Section 21 Township
12S Range 1W.
Quit Claim Deed. Grantor:
Martha J. Kraatz. Grantee:
Leah Norwood. Subdivision
Name: Anna Heights
Subdivision. Lot 30.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Dortha M. Reynolds, Jimmie J.
Reynolds. Grantee: Maria Del
Carmen Lule, Ramiro Zamora.
Tract Section 18 Township
12S Range 1W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
David Robert Sullivan, JoEllen
Sullivan. Grantee: Bette J.
DeJournett. Tract Section 21
Township 12S Range 1W.

Ira Dugan
Tripp, Jr.

The family of Ira Dugan Tripp,
Jr. would like to thank everyone
for the outpouring of love and
support after his untimely passing
on November 14, 2020.
A special thanks goes out to
David the 911 Operator who
answered the call when I found
him unresponsive. Your calm voice at the end of the phone was what
helped keep my sanity while trying to save him. My neighbors Pam
Newman and Andrew Banks who assisted with CPR and many other
neighbors, Bruce Newman and Greg Bowen who came to my home
offering any assistance they could at the time. Thank you to the Union
County Ambulance staff who came to our home.
Sincere gratitude to Phil Hileman and the entire staff (Beth, Jon and
Mindy and anyone else) at Rendleman and Hileman Funeral Home
who guided our family through every step in the funeral arrangement
planning. They helped us come up with a plan to allow family and
friends to express their sympathy in a safe manner outside of our
church, Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, while abiding by the current
COVID guidelines.
Thank you to Karen Boyd for the beautiful floral spray designed for
the casket and all the special touches that you added to include Ira’s
little dog, Pauli. A special thanks to Ed Houseman and Matt Houseman
who assisted Pastor Doug Bridgeman so the funeral service could be
broadcast over a local radio station and people could attend and stay
in the safety of their vehicles. Thank you to Pastor Doug Bridgeman
and Rev. Scott Harner for the beautiful messages you presented.
Thank you to all those who delivered delicious meals to my family
and we enjoyed that food for days. Ira was a special man and loved
by all who knew him. He will be deeply missed.
Lisa Tripp, wife
Michael Glenn Tripp, son
Ira Dugan Tripp, Sr., father
Dustin and Adrienne Tripp, brother and wife
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Subdivision Name: Lakeside
1st Addition. Lot 5. Lakeside
2nd Addition. Lot 4.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Kathleen Papa. Grantee:
Heather Beard, Marc Beard,
Misty Beard, Ethan Wheeler.
Tract Section 31 Township
11S Range 2W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Georgia E. Minton. Grantee:
Dustin K. Cash. Tract Section
30 Township 11 Range 1W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Barbara A. Livesay, R. Edwin
Livesay, Ralph Edwin Livesay.
Grantee: Double Crop
Perspective. Tract Section 20
Township 12S Range 1W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Tony D. Eddleman, Debra
Garcia, Cheryl Karraker.
Grantee: Leonard R.
Beszczynski. Subdivision
Name: Leavenworth Add. of
Dongola. Lot 135.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Brad Maloney, Lanie Maloney.
Grantee: Kaleb Bauer. Tract
Section 24 Township 13S
Range 1W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Lisa M. Mead, Randy G.
Mead. Grantee: Dylan Joe
Sadler, Kayla E. Sadler. Tract
Section 21 Township 13S
Range 1W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Ernest D. Martin. Grantee:
Kara Belcher-Miller. Tract
Section 21 Township 12S
Range 1W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Cale A. Mifflin. Grantee:
James C. King, Laurelin K.
King. Tract Section 9 Township
11S Range 2W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Anthony Stein. Grantee:
Flores Jesus Carmona,
Maria Guadalupe Flores.
Subdivision Name: Village of
Cobden. Block B. Lot 4.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Janet Dee Boyd. Grantee:
Diana Oliver, Relis Oliver.
Tract Section 12 Township
12S Range 2W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
James R. Standard. Grantee:
Cache River Farms LLC. Tract
Section 26 Township 12S
Range 1E.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Angela Shepard, James
Shepard. Grantee: Jacob S.
Shepard, Kristen N. Shepard.
Tract Section 28 Township
12S Range 1W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Debra Cutrell. Grantee: Allan
Cutrell, Charles A. Cutrell.
Tract Section 1 Township 12S
Range 1W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Duane E. Weaver, Miriam S.
Weaver. Grantee: Ernest D.
Weaver, Regina L. Weaver.
Tract Section 4 Township 13S
Range 1E.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Carl Dennis Earnhart II,
Pamela Rene Earnhart.
Grantee: Ken Franklin,
Theresa Franklin. Subdivision
Name: Orchard Drive Sub.
Lot 19.
Quit Claim Deed. Grantor:
Carrie L. Clardy, Stephen R.
Clardy, Carrie L. Mayberry,
Glenda P. Mayberry, Marlin
W. Mayberry. Grantee: Carrie
L. Clardy, Stephen R. Clardy.
Tract Section 28 Township
13S Range 2W.
Warranty Deed. Grantor:
Barbara B. Verble, Kenneth
D. Verble. Grantee: Adam
McMahan, Kelsey McMahan.
Subdivision Name: Original
Plat of Wolf Lake. Lot 1.
Traffic Citations
The following people were
cited for speeding and were
assessed $164 in fines and
court costs as recorded at the
Union County circuit clerk’s
office in Jonesboro:
Gary D. Sullivan, Scott City,
Mo. Angela D. Jones, Creal
Springs. James L. Lewis,
Marion. Margarita Ramos
Nogueda, Cape Girardeau.
John Peter Wyman, Cape
Girardeau.
Trenton M. Prout, Anna.
Zeveyon M. Furcron, Crest
Hill. Peter J. Cramer, Austin,
Texas. Dominque Jovon Ivory,
Paducah. Andrew B. Cowsert,
Carterville. James R. Kranz,
Murphysboro.
Zeveyon M. Furcon, Crest
Hill. Carolyn S. Bube, Fond
du Lac, Wis. Steven Louis
Freeman Jr., Chicago. Katie
M. Wagoner, Cutler. Ralph
Kerry Smith Jr., Olmsted.
Suzana Lacy Kay Long,
Cape Girardeau. Akia P.
Wa d e , A n n a . A p o l i n a r i a
Aragon Quintas, Anna.
Adam Ryan Burger, Jackson,
Mo. Peyton Allen Johnson,
Goreville. Martha Marron,
Rolling Meadows.
Collin Austin Brown,
Belknap. Tyler J. Ybaro,
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A. Mueller, Johnston City.
Noah Alexander Huff,
Christopher. Tito A. Broadnax,
Murphysboro. Nathaniel
Antone Davis, Anna.
Kimberly J. Carlsen,
Cobden. Treg Colton Fox,
Murphysboro. Melinda A.
Baseden, Ava. Matthew J.
Maurice, Carbondale. Laurie
Goettl, Carbondale. Blake
Hunter LeFevre, Dongola.
Lacey C. Dishman, Kingsport,
Tenn.
Ti t u s L . Wa s h i n g t o n ,
Chicago. Lisa Gail Davis,
Metropolis. Aaron C. Ketner,
Makanda. Luis Miguel Cardoso
Juarez, Anna. Stefan P. Sallay,
Austin, Texas. Matthew J.
Moynihan, Hendersonville,
Tenn.
Collin Austin Brown,
Belknap. Racheal M.
Betts, Anna. Nicholas M.
Schildmeyer, Batavia, Ohio.
Alyssa Rae Wyatt, Herrin.
A d a m C r e i g h t o n B u t l e r,
Paducah.
Gabriel Renee Spears,
West Frankfort. Sheri Lynn
Hartman-Coffey, Carbondale.
Leah H. Kerr, Marion. Kristofor
M. Johanson, Johnston
City. Ethan Wade Ames,
Jonesboro.
Matthew J. Mavigliano,
Carterville. Olivia A. Aiken,
Carbondale. Christina A.
Kalaytowicz, Wheeling. James
R. Vigiano, Herrin. Noah Wyatt
McFarland, Cobden.
The following people
were cited for the indicated
violations and were assessed
$164 fines and court costs as
recorded at the circuit clerk’s
office:
Garrett Lee Filson,
Dongola, electronic
communication device. Eli
J. Gile, Morris, electronic
communication device.
Robert M. Casey, Herrin,
seat belt required/passenger.
Colby Daniel Barefield, Anna,
electronic communication
device.
Te r r y L e e F o s t e r ,
Jonesboro, electronic
communication device.
Braden J. Qualls, Caruthersville, Mo., seat belt required/
driver.
J a c o b M . C a r t e r,
Jonesboro, electronic
communication device. Erika
Lynne Greene, Cahokia, seat
belt required/passenger.
D e l v i n P. A b r a h a m ,
Cape Girardeau, seat belt
required/driver. Joseph L.
Smith, Wetaug, electronic
communication device.
Sumer L. Smith, Anna,
disregard traffic control device.
Christopher D. Simpson,
Herrin, seat belt required/
passenger.
Tony Joe Newman II,
Buncombe, transport/carry
alcoholic liquor/driver. Dakayla
GA Watson, Carbondale, seat
belt required/passenger.
Daniel A. Hancock, Alto
Pass, disregard stop sign.
Agc Mehmed, Tucker, Ga.,
following too closely.
Damian B. Martin,
Cypress, no valid regis-tration.
James Joseph Keusenkothen,
Jackson, Mo., electronic
communication device.
Zachary Logan Stokes,
Anna, fail right-of-way/
intersection. Virgil A. Beadle,
Cobden, fail to reduce speed.
The following people were
cited for speeding and were
assessed $251 in fines and
court costs as recorded at the
circuit clerk’s office:
Clayton Cash Thompson,
Hurst. Aaron Michael
Pulliam, Anna. Farmetta L.
Bellamy, Cape Girardeau.
Madison Brooke Bowman,
Cape Girardeau. Charles M.
Woodson, DeSoto. Chanez
D. Murray, Marion.
Brianna L. Portwood,
Dongola. Christophe L. Waller,
Memphis,Tenn. Marquita
Braxton, Anderson, Ind.
Kendra J. Hodge, Harrisburg.
Zachary T. Cotner, Scott City,
Mo.
Johnny Floyd Smith, Alto
Pass. Michael A. Gaines,
Lathrup Village, Mich. Stanley
L. Hister, Kalamazoo, Mich.
Bamari S. Jackson, Memphis,
Tenn. Angelica D. Coleman,
Memphis, Tenn. Christopher
A. Ritchie, Marble Hill, Mo.
Ye a s i n A . N i r o b ,
Carbondale. Gregory Dean
Somerset Jr.,Cape Girardeau.
Marcus E. Flagg, Decatur.
The following people
were cited for the indicated
violations and were assessed
$251 in fines and court costs
for each violation as recorded
at the circuit clerk’s office:
Dustin M. Shea,
Hazelwood, Mo., improper
passing on left. Ethan Micheal
Woodworth, Villa Ridge, fail to
reduce speed.
Kenneth W. Kerley, Vienna,
fail to reduce speed. Leslie
Lumumba Williams Jr., Cairo,

seat belt required/driver.
Gary Lee Ogborn, Cape
Girardeau, improper traffic
lane usage. Ashley Nicole
Gibson, Herrin, seat belt
required/driver.
The following people
were cited for the indicated
violations and were assessed
the accompanying fines and
court costs as recorded at the
circuit clerk’s office:
Erica J. Penrod, Anna,
operate uninsured motor
vehicle, $727. Frankey L.
F o w l e r, A n n a , o p e r a t e
uninsured motor vehicle,
$727.
J o s e p h H a n k Ly e r l a ,
Jonesboro, operate uninsured
motor vehicle, $727. Richard
L. Staples, Imperial, Mo.,
operate uninsured motor
vehicle, $727.
Troy D. Samuels, Anna,
operate uninsured motor
vehicle, $727. Alyssa Marie
Wallace, Granite City, operate
uninsured motor vehicle,
$727.
Robert J. Boyd, Anna,
operate uninsured motor
vehicle, $727. Rose Beth
Howard, Murphysboro,
operate uninsured motor
vehicle, $727.
Brienna Rae Hunter-Travis,
Anna, operate uninsured
motor vehicle, $727. Roger
Alan Rowan, Anna, operate
uninsured motor vehicle,
$727.
Shadie Marie Schwegman,
Ullin, operate uninsured motor
vehicle, $727. Matthew W.
Turner, Jonesboro, operate
uninsured motor vehicle,
$727.
Kalisha B. Connors,
Edwardsville, operate
uninsured motor vehicle,
$727. Latonia Terell Jones,
Carbondale, operate
uninsured motor vehicle,
$727.
Jeffery A. Dinsmore, Du
Quoin, operate uninsured
motor vehicle, $727. Tamia
L. Thompson, Carbondale,
unlicensed, $251; operate
uninsured motor vehicle,
$727; speeding, 15-20 mph
above limit, $251.
Jennifer A. Brashears,
Jonesboro, operate uninsured
motor vehicle, $727. Alexis
Taylor Wright, Jackson, Mo.,
operate uninsured motor
vehicle, $727; speeding, 1520 mph above limit, $251.
Marriage Licenses
The county clerk’s office
issued a marriage license to:
Terrance Lee Oatman
of Carbondale and Mary
Katherine Meadows of
Carbondale.
James William Cameron
Locke of Greenfield, Mo.,
and Hannah Marie West of
Greenfield, Mo.
Colby Daniel Barefield of
Anna and Kelley Ann Harnisch
of Anna.
Max Campbell Cohen of
Carbondale and Megan Nicole
McNeill of Carbondale.
Dalton David Miller of
Dongola and Molly Anne
Redman of Dongola.
Joshua Dale Tripp of
Buncombe and Autumn Inez
Smith of Buncombe.
Wyatt Mathew Goddard
of Dongola and Velinka Mari
Markovic of Dongola.
Gordon Tyler Johnson
of Anna and Alaina Marie
Morrison of Anna.
Orry Lyn Dale of Herrin
and Rebecca Lynn Reynolds
of Johnston City.
Ashton D. Brewer of
Murphysboro and Jordan L.
Vandeveer of Murphysboro.
Carley E. Lea of Percy and
Stephen W. Clark of Percy.
Blake A. Laird of New
Baden and Mackenzie Kellogg
of New Baden.
Elieer Castro Garcia of
Memphis, Tenn., and Ana
Clarissa Bonel Rodriguez of
Memphis, Tenn.
Janece Renee Beckman
of Herod and Damon Wilson
Stevens of Carbondale.
Sarah Shannon Costello of
Carbondale and Joshua Caleb
Smith of Springfield, Mo.
Kerry A. Arnold of
J o n e s b o r o a n d F a i t h T.
Greenough of Jonesboro.
Mary Ann Burney of Anna
and Flint Owen Hileman of
Anna.
Timothy Steven Moutell
of Anna and Jacqueline Sue
Etherton of Anna.
Trevor James Blumenstock
of Marion and Michaela Rae
Schuetz of Goreville.
Aaron Matthew Plott of
Anna and Ashley Kay Cohoon
of Anna.
Allie Grace Morris of
Cobden and Jacob Samuel
Hess of Cobden.
Martin D. Parsons of
Carbondale and Akami Y.
Eayrs of Carterville.
Daniel J. Recar of Morton
and Dolores J. Recar of
Morton.
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CLASSIFIED RATES

Classifieds....................................30¢ per word
$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged
Bold Face 35¢ per word
AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
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For Sale

FIBERGLASS FOR SALE:
Corrugated, 26" wide,
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00.
Large supply, all colors. Call
(618)-827-4737.
gptfn
BB's BBQ is taking orders
for pork butts for Christmas. $35.00 each. Call
(618)-833-0680 after 3 p.m.
or before 5 a.m.
52gp-1gc

YARD
SALE

Public
Notice
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
MICHAEL K. STUTE,
DECEASED.
NO. 2020-P-44
IN PROBATE
NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to
creditors of the death of
Michael K. Stute of Anna,
Illinois. Letters of Office
were issued on November
17, 2020, to Barbara Stute,
3150 John Rich School Road,
Anna, Illinois 62906, as
Independent Administrator,
whose attorney is Elvis C.
Cameron, 205B N. Main St.,
Anna, Illinois 62906.
The estate will be administered without Court super*CLEARANCE SALE:* vision unless, under Section
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill.
REPPERT'S OFFICE
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755,
SUPPLY,
Par. 5/28-4), any interested
112 LAFAYETTE
person terminates IndepenSTREET, ANNA.
dent Administration at any
MONDAY-FRIDAY,
time by mailing or delivering
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
a petition to terminate to the
File Folders, Cards,
Clerk of this Court.
Stamps,
Claims against the estate
Lots of Misc. Supplies.
may be filed in the Office of
All Sales Final.
tfn the Clerk of this court at the
Union County Courthouse,
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 309 West Market, Jonesboro,
SHOP: Cobden. 117 S. Illinois, or with the IndepenAppleknocker. Weekends dent Administrator, or both,
- November 7 through De- on or before May 26, 2021,
cember 19. Saturday, 9 a.m. or if mailing or delivery of a
to 4 p.m., and Sunday, 1 p.m. notice from the Independent
to 4 p.m. Trees, decorations. Administrator is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate
(618)-893-2865.
46p-1gc Act of the State of Illinois, the
date stated in that notice. Any
claim not filed on or before
that date is barred. Copies of
a claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered
by the claimant to the ExDUCKWORKS LAWN
ecutor and to the attorneys
CARE:
within ten (10) days after it
(618)-201-5712
has been filed.
MOWING IS WHAT
Dated: November 18,
WE DO!
2020.
Free Estimates!
Other Services:
BARBARA STUTE
Landscaping,
INDEPENDENT
Power Washing
ADMINISTRATOR
www.duckworkslawn.com
gptfn
CAMERON LAW FIRM,
LLC
TREECE
ELVIS
C.
CAMERON
Backhoe & Hauling
ATTORNEY FOR
Skid Steer
PETITIONER
Gravel & Sand
205B
N. MAIN ST.
(618)-833-6197 or
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
(618)-697-0453
ARDC ## 6244394
gptfn
PHONE: 618-833-2220
TINY MIGHTS
50-52g
CONSTRUCTION:
Matthew Pearson, Owner
(618)-201-5323
BID NOTICE
Licensed • Insured
• NO Job TOO BIG
Sealed bids will be reor TOO SMALL •
ceived at the City of Anna,
We Make Your Tiny
103 Market Street, Anna, IL
Dreams Mighty!
62906 until Tuesday, January
tfn 5, 2021 at 3 p.m. for the following: SALE OF SURPLUS
To place your ad in The REAL ESTATE LOCATED
Gazette-Democrat just call AT 306 N GREEN STREET,
(618)-833-2158 or toll free ANNA, ILLINOIS. PIN#1400-08-577.
at (800)-833-2699.
Questions shall be ditfn n/c
rected to Dori Bigler, City
Administrator, at dbigler@
cityofanna.org. All bids must
be received prior to the date
and time shown above. No
FREE TOAGOOD HOME: late bids will be accepted. All
1 1/2 year old male tabby received bids will be opened
cat. Friendly & playful, neu- at the regularly scheduled
tered, front claws removed, Council Meeting on January
up to date on shots. Call 5, 2021 at 5 p.m.
(618)-833-0323.
tfn n/c
50-52g
UNION COUNTY
GUIDELINES
PERTAINING TO
YARD/GARAGE SALES:
1. Social Distancing must
be exercised.
2. Please wear a mask
and/or other protective
clothing.
3. No more than 10 people at one time permitted.
tfn

Business

FREE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

dent Executor, or both, on
or before May 26, 2021, or
if mailing or delivery of a
notice from the Executor is
required by Section 5/18-3 of
the Probate Act of the State
ESTATE OF
of Illinois, the date stated in
RAYMOND L. BUTLER
that notice. Any claim not
DECEASED.
filed on or before that date is
IN PROBATE
barred. Copies of a claim filed
NO. 2020-P-45
with the Clerk must be mailed
or delivered by the claimant
NOTICE OF DEATH
to the Executor and to the
INDEPENDENT
attorneys within ten (10) days
ADMINISTRATION,
after it has been filed.
AND CLAIM DATE
Dated: November 23,
2020.
NOTICE IS GIVEN to 			
creditors of the death of
KATRINA K. BUTLER
Raymond L. Butler, of Anna,
Illinois. Letters of Office
CAMERON LAW FIRM,
were issued on November 20,
LLC
2020, to Katrina K. Butler,
ELVIS C. CAMERON
8811 Gowdy Ave., San Diego,
ATTORNEY FOR INDECA 92123, as Independent
PENDENT EXECUTOR
Executor, whose attorney is
205B N. MAIN ST.
Elvis C. Cameron, 205B N.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
Main St., Anna, Illinois.
PHONE: 618-833-2220
Within 42 days after the
ARDC# 6244394
effective date of the original
51-1g
Order of admission, you may
file a petition with the Court
CITY OF ANNA,
to require proof of the Will by
ILLINOIS
testimony of the witnesses in
NOTICE OF SALE OF
open Court or other evidence,
SURPLUS PROPERTY
as provided by Section 5/6-21
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS
Pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/115/6-21.)
76-4 of the Illinois Municipal
You also have the right, Code, the City of Anna has
under Section 5/8-1 of the declared the following ExProbate Act (755 ILCS 5/8- hibit A Surplus Property List,
1), to contest the validity of as surplus personal property
the Will by filing a petition and offers the same for sale.
with the Court within six (6)
Said property may be
months after admission of the inspected at the Anna Police
Will to probate.
Department located at 201 E
The estate will be admin- Vienna Street in the City of
istered without Court super- Anna and is sold in “AS IS”
vision unless, under Section condition, without any im5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. plied or expressed warranties.
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755,
EXHIBIT A
Par. 5/28-4), any interested
Surplus Property
person terminates Indepen2006 Chevy Impala, VIN
dent Administration at any 2G1WS551X695352738,
time by mailing or delivering 89,900 miles, runs poorly,
a petition to terminate to the possibly blown head gasClerk of this Court.
ket, minimum starting bid
Claims against the estate $250.00
may be filed in the Office of
Sealed bids, identifying
the Clerk of this court at the the above-described item(s),
Union County Courthouse, shall be received by the City
309 W. Market St., Jonesboro, Clerk during normal busiIllinois, or with the Indepen- ness hours, Monday through
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Friday at the Anna City Hall,
103 Market Street, Anna,
Illinois through December
15, 2020. The minimum
bid has been established for
each surplus item. Please see
Surplus Property List for the
Minimum bid, as no bid for
less than that amount will be
accepted. A check or money
order shall accompany all
bids for not less than 10%
of the bid.
All bids will be opened and
read at the regular meeting of
the Anna City Council to be
held on December 15, 2020 at
5 p.m. at the Anna City Hall.
The City of Anna reserves the
right to reject any and all bids.

Rights hearing will be held
upon the petition to have the
child declared to be a ward of
the court under that Act. THE
COURT HAS AUTHORITY
IN THIS PROCEEDING TO
TAKE FROM YOU THE
CUSTODY AND GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR,
TO TERMINATE YOUR
PARENTAL RIGHTS, AND
TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO
CONSENT TO ADOPTION.
YOU MAY LOSE ALL
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO
YOUR CHILD. IF THE PETITION REQUESTS THE
TERMINATION OF YOUR
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND
THE APPOINTMENT
Dori Bigler OF A GUARDIAN WITH
City Clerk POWER TO CONSENT TO
51-52g ADOPTION, YOU MAY
LOSE ALL PARENTAL
RIGHTS TO THE CHILD.
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST Unless you appear you will
not be entitled to further
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
written notices or publication
UNION COUNTY,
notices of the proceedings in
ILLINOIS
this case, including the filing
IN THE INTEREST OF: of an amended petition or a
motion to terminate parental
MAGGIE KATHERrights.
INE JOY MCDERNow, unless you appear at
MOTT-FRANKELL,
the hearing and show cause
A Minor.
against the petition, the alleNO. 2018-JA-49
gations of the petition may
stand admitted as against you
NOTICE BY
and each of you, and an order
PUBLICATION
or judgment entered.
PURSUANT TO
Dated: December 10, 2020
705 ILCS 405/2-16

Derek A. Frankell:
TAKE NOTICE that on
11/7/2018 a petition was filed
under the Juvenile Court Act
of 1987 by the Union County
State’s Attorney, in the Circuit Court of Union County
entitled “In the interest of
MAGGIE KATHERINE
JOY MCDERMOTT-FRANKELL, a minor”, and that in
Judge Amanda Byassee Gott
courtroom at Union County
Courthouse, 309 West Market
Street, Jonesboro, Illinois on
Tuesday, the 22nd day of December, 2020, at the hour of
1:00 PM, or as soon thereafter
as this cause may be heard,
a Termination of Parental

Keri Clark
Circuit Clerk of Union
County
52g

Illinois
Classified
Network
FREON WANTED: We pay
CA$H for cylinders and cans.
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114.
Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 or
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

Governor: potential vaccine approval
near, long distribution process likely
By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Health
officials gave an update
on the state’s COVID-19
vaccine plan Friday, Dec.
4, with potential federal approval anticipated as early
as this week.
Gov. JB Pritzker said
the state still expects to
get 109,000 doses initially
to be distributed in the 50
counties with the highest
per capita death rates, but it
will be several months until
there is an adequate number
of vaccinations available
for the general population.
That means it’s just as
important as ever to maintain social distance, wear
face coverings, avoid large
gatherings and get a flu
shot, he and Illinois Department of Public Health
director Dr. Ngozi Ezike
said.
The first vaccine that
could be approved by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration by Dec. 10 is
manufactured by the drug
company Pfizer.
It requires an initial dose,
then another three to four
weeks later. Pritzker said
the first shipment could
arrive in two weeks.
Another vaccine from
the drug company Moderna could get approval one
week following the Pfizer
vaccine.
The initial recipients will
be health care workers and
long-term care residents.
Pritzker said 655,000 people in Illinois qualify as
frontline health care workers: 162,000 in Chicago
and 493,000 outside of
Chicago.
Approximately 110,000
adults statewide live in
congregate care settings,
he said.

“This will not be a quick
process with the two-dose
timeline. No single person
will be fully vaccinated,
even by Christmas, and it
will likely be months before
people with low risk factors
for COVID-19 see their first
dose,” Pritzker said.
“But the very fact that
we have this timeline is the
result of incredible private
sector innovation and long
standing public investment
in scientific research.”
Pritzker said the first shipment, if indeed it includes
109,000 doses, would be
divided into 23,000 doses
to Chicago and 86,000 to
the rest of the state.
The news came as hospitalizations for COVID-19
continued to trend downward, decreasing for the
fifth straight day as 5,453
people with COVID-19
were hospitalized.
That put about 16.7 percent of all hospital beds in
use by COVID-19 patients
and left 24.4 percent available statewide.
There were 1,152 intensive care beds in use by
COVID-19 patients at the
end of Thursday, a decrease
of 17 from the day before.
That meant approximately 34.7 percent of the state’s
ICU beds were in use by
COVID-19 patients with
19.5 percent available.
Approximately 69.6 percent of ventilators were
available as of Thursday
night, Dec. 3, with 703 in
use by COVID-19 patients,
an increase of 10 from the
day prior.
The number of available
ICU beds per region ranged
from 17 in Southern Illinois’ Region 5 and 20 in the
Springfield area’s Region
3 on the low end to 187 in
Region 11, which includes
only Chicago.
The state reported anoth-

er 148 COVID-19-related
deaths, bringing the death
toll since the pandemic
began to 12,974 among
770,088 confirmed or probable cases. More than 10.9
million test results have
been reported.
Regional positivity rates
ranged from 11.8 percent in
Region 3 to 16.8 percent in
Region 7, which includes
Will and Kankakee counties.
The statewide seven-day

Update

average case positivity rate
was 10.3 percent Friday,
Dec. 4, the 12th straight day
it has hovered between 10.1
and 10.9 percent.
Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state government and distributed to
more than 400 newspapers
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.
***

Subsequent information shared by the governor’s office
listed the 50 Illinois counties which will receive the first
doses of the vaccine.
Following recommendations of public health officials,
including the CDC and the Illinois Department of Public
Health, the first vaccines will be dedicated to hospital and
healthcare workers in the 50 counties in Illinois with the
highest death rates per capita.
The vaccines will be shipped to 10 regional hospital
coordinating centers, which will then coordinate distribution to the 50 counties.
In descending order, the first 10 of the 50 counties
included:
Greene, Wayne, Carroll, Ford, Mason, Union, Pike,
Clay, Jefferson and Clinton.
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Union County officials Bost elected as top Republican on
take oaths of office
Union County officials took their oaths of office U.S. House Veterans’ Affairs Committee

during ceremonies which were held Dec. 1-2.
The ceremonies were held at the Union County
Courthouse in Jonesboro. The oaths of office were
administered by Judge Tyler R. Edmonds. The judge
is in each of the accompanying photographs with
those who took office last week. Photos provided.

Union County Commissioner Darryl Harvell.

Union County State’s Attorney Tyler Tripp.

Union County Coroner Phil Hileman.

Union County Circuit Clerk Keri Clark.

Union County Public Defender Hillary Hines-Holl.

U.S. Rep. Mike Bost,
R-Ill.has been elected by
his House Republican colleagues to serve as the lead
Republican on the House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee.
The committee works to
set the party’s agenda on
veterans issues and leading
oversight efforts of the administration.
Should Republicans gain
the majority in Congress
in the next election, Bost
would be in line to become
the chairman of the full
committee.
Bost represents the 12th
Congressional District in
Southern Illinois. Union
County is in the district.
“As a Marine and the
father of a Marine, I can
think of no greater honor
than fighting for America’s
veterans as the lead Republican on the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee,”
Bost said in a news release.
“I am grateful for the
trust of my Republican
colleagues and excited to
follow in the footsteps of
great leaders like Jeff Miller
and Phil Roe.
“We will work to implement an aggressive,
pro-veteran agenda that
builds upon the successes of
the MISSION Act, appeals
reform, and combatting
veterans’ suicide.
“Our veterans have borne
the battle in defense of our
freedoms, and I view it as
my mission to ensure they
receive the care and services they deserve.”
“Our nation’s veterans
have served their nation
with distinction and courage, and they deserve lead-

ers in Washington who will
strive to meet their level
of dedication,” said U.S.
House Republican Leader
Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif.
“Mike has served his
country as a Marine, and
his community as a firefighter...I have no doubt that
as Ranking Member of the
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, he will continue to lead
from the front by addressing the unique challenges
facing our veterans.
“He has a results-proven
track record, which includes passing the Veterans
Appeals and Modernization
Act of 2017, which stream-

lined the appeals process,
and helped to decrease the
appeals backlog by 80 percent.
“I am confident Mike will
be an ally to our veterans
and serve as the strong
leader they need who will
commit to looking out for
their best interests.”
“I congratulate my colleague and good friend,
Rep. Bost, on being chosen
by the Republican conference to serve as Ranking
Member of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
for the 117th Congress,”
said Dr. Phil Roe, R-Tenn.,
the retiring top Republican
on the committee.

“As a Marine veteran,
Mike brings vital firsthand
experience and understanding to the table and has
been a fighting force for our
fellow brothers and sisters
in arms since joining the
Committee.
“I have no doubt that he
will continue to serve our
nation’s veterans well and
build on the many bipartisan accomplishments we
have already made on their
behalf.
“It has been a great honor to lead this committee
and I am proud to pass the
torch to the gentleman from
Illinois.”

Additions to Christmas Shop welcomed

Alma Gomez and Fran Swedlund welcomed recent additions to the
Christmas Shop for the benefit of the Union County Museum in Cobden. The
whimsical figures were hand-made by Phyllis Petee of Michigan and were part
of her PT’s Folks creations. They are for sale at the shop, along with other
Christmas merchandise and gift items. The Christmas Shop is scheduled to
remain open every weekend until Dec. 19. The shop is located next to the
Union County Museum at 117 S. Appleknocker in downtown Cobden. Hours
are scheduled on Friday, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.; on Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.; and on Sunday, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Photo provided.
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Celebrating statesmanship
in Illinois can help bridge
divisions in the Prairie State

By Jim Edgar and John Shaw
As a protracted and divisive political campaign season
draws to a close, America is a nation in which partisan
cleavages appear sharper than at any time in recent
memory.
Political analysts write of the United States as now
consisting of two distinct nations, Red America and
Blue America, and question if common ground will be
achieved again.
The partisan divide here in Illinois is equally striking,
intensified by regional tensions and antagonisms. The
concept of “One Illinois” often seems an elusive aspiration rather than an achievable goal.
We have no formula that magically ends partisanship in
Illinois, quiets the relentless rancor, and forges a coherent
state identity and sense of shared destiny.
However, we offer a tangible plan to affirm and honor
the Prairie State’s best traditions – traditions that include
political leaders who are able to hold very different political views while still working together to find common
ground.
The Paul Simon Public Policy Institute at Southern
Illinois University was founded nearly a quarter-century
ago by former Sen. Paul Simon, a lifelong Democrat.
It is delighted to partner with former Gov. Jim Edgar, a
lifelong Republican, to establish an award that illuminates
the best traditions of both major parties and underscores
the truth that elevated leadership can come from either of
these parties or from independents.
The Paul Simon-Jim Edgar Prairie State Statesmanship
Award will honor exceptional leadership in Illinois by
state and local government officials. It will be presented
to leaders – statesmen and stateswomen – who display
unusual vision, courage, compassion, civility, effectiveness, and bipartisanship in their work for their communities and Illinois.
When considering a public policy issue, the first question a statesman or stateswoman asks is: “What is in the
public interest?” Personal and partisan considerations can
follow later – but hopefully much later.
Given our current political climate, it is easy to forget
that statesmanship, while unusual, has been a critical
feature of Illinois politics and history.
Abraham Lincoln represents the model statesman. Even
while dealing with the existential crisis of the Civil War,
Lincoln looked to the future and supported initiatives to
create land grant universities, complete the transcontinental railroad and help pioneers settle in the West.
Illinois has been blessed with other statesmen over the
decades, including exemplary governors from both parties.
Edward Coles prevented Illinois from becoming a
slave state in the 1820s. John Altgeld bravely pardoned
three men who it seems were wrongly convicted of the
1886 Haymarket bombing. Henry Horner supported tax
increases and bond issues to pay for unemployment relief
during the Depression.
William Stratton helped build the state’s highways
and universities in the 1950s and also advocated for
civil rights. Richard Ogilvie pushed through Illinois’ first
income tax in 1969 and established the state’s Environmental Protection Agency.
Statesmanship in Illinois has not occurred only in the
governor’s mansion but also in the halls of the Capitol and
in city halls up and down the Prairie State.
We believe it is important to identify and celebrate
statesmanship in Illinois. As we consider recipients for
the annual Simon-Edgar Award we will examine mayors
who craft bold and imaginative plans for their cities and
take political gambles to bring their dreams to fruition;
city council members who prepare creative and constructive long-term strategies for their communities; and state
legislators and constitutional officers who are willing to
break from party orthodoxy and political comfort zones
to advance solutions to improve the lives of fellow Illinoisans.
The Simon-Edgar Award will shine a spotlight on
exceptional leadership that is taking place in our communities. It will serve as a reminder that statesmanship
is not only possible in Illinois, but is actually happening
and deserves recognition and encouragement. Our fondest hope is that this award will inspire current and future
public servants to act in the best traditions of our state.
Jim Edgar was the 38th governor of Illinois. He founded
the Edgar Fellows Program at the University of Illinois’s
Institute of Government and Public Affairs. John Shaw
is the director of the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute
at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale and is the
author of five books on history and politics.

Dental services available at SIU

The Southern Illinois University Carbondale Community Dental Center is open, seeing patients and offering a
December special: new patients get an examination and
X-rays for $50.
The SIU Community Dental Center, located at 1365
Douglas Dr. on the university campus, is a full-service
office providing preventive and restorative dental care to
students, faculty, staff and community members.
Services include exams, X-rays, cleanings, fillings,
fluoride, sealants, extractions, root canals, crowns and
dentures. All services are provided at discounted rates.
Currently, all services are self-pay, with payment due
on the day of service by cash or credit card.
Services are provided by staff dentists and hygienists,
as well as senior dental hygiene students when school is
in session. Full COVID-19 safety protocols are followed.
To make an appointment, call 618-453-2353 or email
communitydentalcenter@siu.edu. For more informtion,
visit https://sah.siu.edu.

On the mooove...a cow and some Canada geese walked into a field...no joke...they really did...we saw them
last Sunday afternoon...

Did you hear the one about the cow and the geese?
Sometimes, the best laid plans...well, you know the
story...and, after all, it is 2020...
The Other Half and yours truly went on another Pandemic Date last Sunday afternoon. We hadn’t been able
to do that for a couple of weeks. But the sun was shining,
we’d both had a nap...the timing seemed good.
By the way, as I think I’ve mentioned before, I hope
you folks aren’t getting tired of reading about what the
two of us do on a Sunday afternoon. I’ll be honest with
you, though...we feel blessed just to be able to do such
things. Especially now.
I’m especially grateful to be able to give The Other Half
a chance to see a little bit of the world around us. She’s
pretty much been locked down since March, so it really
is a blessing to get out and about, even if we don’t go all
that far. And last Sunday, we pretty much stayed in the
car, ‘cause it was kind of cold.
I mentioned something about the best laid plans in
the opening sentence. As the driver, I pretty much get to
choose where we go. My intention last Sunday afternoon
was to head off to the woodlands. We’ll call that Plan A.
Well...Plan A didn’t quite work out the way I thought
it was going to. Nothing bad happened. We just kind of
switched, abruptly, to Plan B And, as it turned out, Plan
B turned out fine.
We motored...slowly, along Kaolin Road, heading from
suburban Cobden in the general direction of Anna. Mostly,
we enjoyed the sights of an early afternoon in December.
I was kind of hoping we might see a few white-tailed
deer wandering through the fields and woods. Nope. At
least not at first.
We didn’t see many critters at all...until we got to an
area along Kaolin Road, not far from old U.S. Route 51,
where a pond kind of inches close to the road. We’ve
been there before...on another one of our Pandemic Dates.
We saw three ducks gliding through the water, not far
from the road. They weren’t mallards or wood ducks.
Just not sure what kind of ducks they were. Mergansers,
maybe? One of the critters is in the photo. You duck experts out there will know what they are.
Off in the distance, on the far side of the pond, we also
saw something which I don’t think we’d seen before.
Over on a hillside, and at the top of the hill, there were
Canada geese...and some cows and calves. As we watched,
one of the cows slowly made its way to the edge of the
pond, got an drink, and then began to meander in the
direction of the geese.
At that point, The Other Half asked an interesting question...one that I’d never thought of...mainly because I’d
not seen such a scene before.
“What do a cow and some geese talk about?” she asked.
Like I said, I’d never really pondered such a thing.
Maybe they could chat about the weather. Everybody talks
about the weather, especially when it’s fowl.
Maybe they would just have a bull session...and talk
politics. After all, a goose could be both left wing and
right wing. The cow just wouldn’t be able to talk on the
fly. Sorry.

VFW to serve
drive-thru fish fry

A drive-thru fish fry is
planned at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Carroll P.
Foster Post No. 3455. The
post is located at 70 VFW
Ln. near Anna.
The VFW plans to serve
the drive-thru fish fry dinner on Friday, Dec. 11.
Serving is scheduled from
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
The menu will include
fish, potato salad, baked
beans, a pickle and hush
puppies for a donation of
$10.
Fish only will be available for a donation of $2
per piece.
Those who would like to
order a meal are asked to
call 833-5182 before noon
on Dec. 11 to make reservations for pick up.
The VFW asks those who
pick up meals to have the
correct change; no credit
cards or debit cards can be
accepted.

Then again, they just might talk about food. You see,
I did some extensive follow-up research on the internet,
just for this column. I learned that cows apparently have
their own language. Really. And they “talk” to each other
about the weather.
An online Smithsonian Magazine article which I
found even noted that “Cows Communicate With Unique
Moos...A new study has found that the animals use distinct
vocalizations across a range of emotional contexts.” I
would have thought that when cows need to communicate,
they would just use a “moos-paper.” Get it? “moos-paper.”
Newspaper...never mind.
Geese, it would seem, also communicate with one another, using different calls for warnings, greetings.
I was not able to determine if cows actually are able to
communicate with geese. I guess they could do like The
Other Half has been doing for about 10,000 straight days.
She’s been learning Spanish online, thanks to a resource
called Duolingo.
From what she has told me, Duolingo offers lessons
in a whole bunch of languages. However, I do not know
if that would include goose or cow. I suppose learning
how to speak cow might be offered on something like
Moo-o-lingo.
Well, we watched as the cow inched closer to the geese.
The geese, in turn, inched away from the cow. We were
too far away to hear what they were talking about.
All the while, I’m watching the road...in front of us...
and in the rear view mirror. I figured somebody would
drive by and wonder why two people had stopped in the
middle of the road.
If they had stopped and asked, it might have been kind
of tough explaining that we were trying to figure out what
a cow and some geese on the far side of the pond were
talking about...
Enough for this week...glad you gave this column a
gander...and we’ll be moo-ving along...

Duck...duck...but no goose...at least not in this photograph. There were geese, not far away, which were
busy chatting with a cow...

