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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

'We all stand with Mayfield'
Union County offers overwhelming response to help Western Kentucky community devastated by tornado

A headline from page 
one of The Gazette-Dem-
ocrat, 50 years ago this 
week: “Violent Windstorms 
Hit County Friday Morning 
and Wednesday Causing 
Extensive Property Dam-
age.”

***
High school  spor ts 

events were impacted by 
last Friday nights severe 
weather.

***
Following the fatal 

storms in Southern and 
Central Illinois last Friday 
night, Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul is warning 
residents to be on alert 
for scammers looking to 
exploit homeowners and 
business owners who may 
be in need of repairs from 
storm-related damage.

***
Six regional U-Haul 

companies, including one 
in Paducah, are offering 30 
days of free self-storage 
to those impacted by last 
Friday night’s devastating 
tornadoes.

***
Unseasonably mild De-

cember weather returned 
to the area this week. By 
Sunday and Monday, the 
forecast is calling for the 
possibility of rain...and 
snow.

***
Be sure to support Honor 

Wreaths for Veterans events 
which are planned in Union 
County on Saturday.

***
Letters to Santa are being 

accepted through Thursday, 
today, at Jonesboro City 
Hall. 

***

The moon was shining 
in the sky...in the middle of 
the afternoon last Sunday...

(continued on page 2)

Helping Mayfield, Ky.
Community members on Saturday brought truckloads of donated items for 

the people of Mayfield, Ky. Donations were being accepted at the parking lot 
at Shawnee Community College’s extension center in Anna.

Donations kept coming...
and coming...and coming...

The Union County com-
munity stepped up in a big 
way last weekend to show 
support for the people of 
Mayfield, Ky.

The Western Kentucky 
community, which is about 
75 miles southeast of Anna, 
was struck by a devastating 
tornado last Friday night. 

The tornado was part of a 
deadly storm system which 
swept across parts of Ken-
tucky, Arkansas, Missouri 
and Tennessee. 

Storms on Friday also 
caused fatalities and major 
damage in Illinois.

NBC News reported on-
line early this week that 
more than 70 lives had been 
lost in Kentucky. More than 
100 people were still unac-
counted for.

The deadly tornado was 
part of a second round of 
severe weather in as many 
weeks which swept through 
the region.

The stormy weather 
struck 50 years to the day 
after severe weather accom-
panied by 70 mile-per-hour 
winds caused extensive 
damage in the Union Coun-
ty area on Dec. 10, 1971.

The Union County Sher-
iff’s Office reported Satur-
day morning that there had 
been no reports of major 
damage as a result of Friday 
night’s storms. A tree did 
fall over Wing Hill Road 
near Cobden.

Union County was under 
a tornado watch last Friday. 
The weather service office 
in Paducah stated that the 
watch included 19 counties 
in Southern Illinois. 

At about 9:20 p.m. Fri-
day, the weather service is-
sued a severe thunderstorm 
warning for southern Union 
County, Pulaski County, 
western Johnson County 
and Alexander County. 

At the time the warning 
was issued, a severe thun-
derstorm was located south 
of Ware and moving north-
east at 60 miles per hour.

The weather service ear-
lier on Friday had warned 
that parts of Southern Il-

linois (including Union 
County), Southeast Mis-
souri and Western Ken-
tucky faced a moderate risk 
for severe thunderstorms 
by the night time hours. A 
moderate risk is level 4 out 
of a possible 5. 

The possibility for severe 
weather actually had been 
in the forecast for several 
days, starting on Dec. 8.

The weather service ad-
vised that severe thunder-
storms were likely by Fri-
day evening and during the 
overnight hours. Damaging 
winds and tornadoes were 
the greatest concern. “A few 
of the tornadoes could be 
strong,” the weather service 
warned.

“Potent Storm System”
Preliminary informa-

tion posted on the website 
for the National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
stated that on Friday, Dec. 
10, “a potent storm system 
moving across the central 
United States resulted in 
widespread severe weather 
across the region, including 
a significant long track tor-
nado Friday evening.

“Preliminary surveys 
sugges t  t h i s  t o rnado 
formed in northeast Arkan-
sas, crossing the Missouri 
Bootheel, northwest Ten-
nessee, and across west-
ern Kentucky, resulting in 
significant destruction in 
portions of the region.

Preliminary information 
posted on the weather ser-
vice office’s website gave 
a summary of the tornado 
which devastated parts of 
Western Kentucky:

“A historic long track 
tornado entered western 
Kentucky shortly before 
9:00 PM CST, tracking 
toward and through Cayce, 
KY, continuing northeast 
through Mayfield, KY 
around 9:20 to 9:40 PM 
CST, where it produced 
widespread destruction.

“After moving through 
Mayfield, the tornado 
passed  th rough  Ben-
ton around 9:45 PM and 
across the Land Between 
the Lakes.

“The tornado continued 

Girl Scouts help kids
Union County Girl Scouts Madison Dickinson, 

left, and Averie Dickinson, of Jonesboro, decided 
they wanted to help kids in Mayfield, Ky., who 
lost everything as a result of Friday’s devastating 
tornado. Their mom, Nicole Tygett, said they wanted 
to do something to help, so the sisters on Saturday 
brought books for the kids. They are members of 
Troop 8487.

near Mortons Gap around 
10:45 PM before reaching 
Beaver Dam, KY around 
11:20 PM CST.”

The preliminary report 
gave the tornado an EF rat-
ing of EF3 or greater, with 
winds of 158 to 206 miles 
per hour.

“This is one of the tough-
est nights in Kentucky’s 
history with multiple coun-
ties impacted and signifi-
cant loss of life,” Kentucky 
Gov. Andy Beshear said in a 
message which was posted 
Friday night on social med-
dia as the impact of the 
tornadoes was beginning to 
be determined.

Union County Re -
sponds

By early Saturday, the 
people of Union County 
already were taking steps 
to help those in Mayfield.

A message posted by 
the City of Anna on social 
media shared:

“Most of us have heard of 
the destruction and loss of 
life in Mayfield, Kentucky, 
last night due to the large 
path of tornadoes. The dam-
age to the town of 10,000 
has been devastating.

(continued on page 2)

Filling a semi trailer
Traffic was steady early last Sunday afternoon as people brought items to help those impacted by a deadly tornado in Mayfield, 

Ky. A semi provided by GTS (Greg’s Truck Service) of Goreville was in the parking lot at Shawnee Community College’s extension 
center in Anna. Donations were collected until dark on Sunday. More donations were to be accepted on Monday.

Village of Alto Pass receives state funding

$4.4 million awarded for wastewater project
ALTO PASS — Gover-

nor JB Pritzker and Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, EPA, director 
John J. Kim on Wednes-
day, Dec. 8, announced 
$16,878,529 in grants have 
been awarded to five com-
munities across the state 
through IEPA’s Unsewered 
Communities Construction 
Grant Program, UCCGP. 

Made possible through 
the governor’s bipartisan 
Rebuild Illinois capital 

plan, the project will allow 
underserved communities 
to have a safe and depend-
able wastewater collection 
and treatment system. 

The announcement was 
made in the Village of Alto 
Pass, where a total of $4.4 
million in state funding 
from IEPA and the Depart-
ment of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity was 
awarded to replace failing 
infrastructure within the 
community.

“Alto Pass is the first 
recipient of the EPA’s Un-
sewered Communities Con-
struction Grant in Illinois...
but many more communi-
ties will follow,” the gov-
ernor said.

“Thanks to Rebuild Il-
linois, we are making $100 
million available to build 
wastewater collection and 
treatment facilities for com-
munities without them.

“We also have provided 
an additional grant pro-

gram to help communities 
plan their future design so 
they can build the solu-
tion that works best for 
them: over 30 communities 
have already received these 
planning grants earlier this 
year.”

In the fall of 2020 Illinois 
EPA announced $20 mil-
lion in funding available 
to assist communities with 
inadequate or nonexistent 
wastewater collection and 

treatment facilities through 
the Unsewered Communi-
ties Construction Grant 
Program, UCCGP. 

Through the governor’s 
bipartisan Rebuild Illinois 
Capital Plan, Illinois EPA is 
making $100 million avail-
able over the next five years 
through construction grants 
for wastewater collection 
and/or treatment facilities 
for such communities.

(continued on page 16) 
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Support for Mayfield, Ky.
(continued from page 1)

“Trevor Williams, who 
works at out City Garage, 
along with a friend, are 
bringing a box truck and 
trailer to the Shawnee Col-

lege parking lot located at 
1150 East Vienna St., in 
Anna at 12:30 p.m. today.

“There is a desperate 
need for baby diapers, baby 
formula, blankets, childrens 

clothing of any size, non 
perishable food items, and 
bottled water.

“The City asks that we all 
do our part for our neigh-
bors in great need. We all 
stand with Mayfield.”

City employee Trevor 
Williams, who works in the 
street department, and Kris-
ten Tite worked to spear-
head Saturday’s effort.

And the people of Union 
County were doing their 
part. 

People just kept coming 
and coming on Saturday. 
Five truck loads of much-
need supplies were donated. 

T h e  s u p p l i e s  w e r e 
transported to Mayfield 
Saturday. Bryan Miller, a 
member of the Anna City 
Council who was among 
those offering to assist in 
the effort, said the supplies 
were taken to fairgrounds 

located on the outskirts of 
Mayfield. 

Efforts continue locally 
to offer assistance to the 
victims of the tornadoes.

The Cobden Community 
and Business Association, 
CCBA, posted a message 
on social media that shared: 
“We are all thinking of the 
people affected by the dev-
astating tornadoes Friday 
night.”

The message noted that 
the owners of the La Mexi-
cana Mexican grocery store 
in downtown Cobden have 
family who lost their Mexi-
can grocery in Mayfield. 
The family has lost every-
thing.

CCBA extended its sup-
port to the family and stated 
it would update the com-
munity about ways to help.

Volunteers at work
Volunteers were on hand last Saturday afternoon to help collect donations and get them ready to 

be transported to Mayfield, Ky. They were working at the parking lot at Shawnee Community College’s 
extension center in Anna.

Fairgrounds in Mayfield, Ky.
Donations, such as those shared by the people 

of the Union County area, were being taken to the 
fairgrounds in Mayfield, Ky., to help those in need. 
(Photo shared by Bryan Miller.) 

Overwhelming generous response from
community to help people of Mayfield, Ky.

Helping hands
From left are Bryan Miller, Bryan Watkins and Magen Livesay who are with 

some of the many items donated for the people in Mayfield, Ky., whose lives 
were shattered by a devastating tornado. Photo provided.

Due to an overwhelming, 
generous response of dona-
tions to tornado victims in 
Mayfield, Ky., Anna Police 
Chief Bryan Watkins do-
nated his truck, trailer and 
time to collect and deliver 
supplies.

Watkins, Magen Live-
say and Bryan Miller (a 
member of the Anna City 
Council who also provided 
a vehicle) were among 
those present when more 
donations were accepted 
Sunday in the Anna Police 
Department parking lot.

So many people came to 
offer donations that the ve-
hicles being used for trans-
port quickly were filled...
and more donations kept 
coming. 

Those who brought do-
nations were directed to 
another collection point 
at Shawnee Community 
College’s extension center 
in Anna.

In response to the success 
of Sunday’s special event, 
Watkins shared the follow-
ing message:

“Thank you. Those are 

the only words to say at 
this time after witnessing 
the tornado damage in May-
field, Ky., first hand. 

“The non-clothing dona-
tions were delivered to the 
fairgrounds and unloaded 
by the Kentucky National 
Guard. 

“They put us in contact 
with the pastor of Inde-
pendent Bible Methodist 
Church from a neighboring 
community who gladly ac-

cepted the clothing dona-
tions. 

“After the church mem-
bers unloaded the clothing 
at the church, the Pastor 
showed where the dona-
tions were to be distributed, 
The Way Community Cen-
ter - a multi church col-
laboration. 

“The community center 
was set up with multiple 
mattresses and cots on the 
floor for the homeless, and 

the other half was used as a 
food pantry. 

“The cash donations were 
left at The Way because 
their debit card wasn’t 
working due to the power 
outages and they needed 
supplies. “To those who 
donated-thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts. The 
donations will be a blessing 
to so many during this time 
of tragic loss.

Shawnee College accepting donations to help 
those in Western Kentucky impacted by tornadoes 

The tornadoes that re-
cently caused a path of 
devastation throughout the 
region left people without 
food, personal care items 
and, in many cases, without 
homes. 

At Shawnee Community 
College near Ullin, the im-
pact has been far-reaching, 
affecting students, faculty 
and staff in different ways. 

“Many of our students 
and our employees either 
live in areas affected by the 
storms or have friends and 
family that do,” said Dr. 
Kristin Shelby, dean of aca-
demic affairs at the college. 

“We knew we had to 
do something to help our 
neighbors, and utilizing our 
trucks seemed like a perfect 
way to get involved.”   

The trucks Shelby men-
tioned are part of the col-

lege’s truck driving pro-
gram and are utilized in 
training students to obtain a 
commercial drivers license.  

This week, the college 
is choosing to utilize them 
to support the local com-
munity. 

Shawnee Community 
College announced Mon-
day, Dec. 13, that it is host-
ing a collection event and 
will transport much-needed 
supplies to communities 
in neighboring Western 
Kentucky.  

Shelby said that those 
who want to donate non-
perishable food items, 
personal care items, new 
clothing, toys, blankets can 
drop off donations through 
4 p.m. each day until Mon-
day, Dec. 20. 

Donations can be made 
at each of the college’s 

locations, including Anna, 
Cairo, Metropolis, Vienna 
and Ullin. 

Details and information 
are available at each site’s 

main entrance. Informa-
tion about the collection 
event also is available by 
contacting Shelby at 618-
634-3240.

Weather
High 71, low 21

Temperatures in Union 
County went on a roller 
coaster ride during the past 
week.

The weather also was 
highlighted by stormy 
weather on Friday night.

High temperatures dur-
ing the period of Dec. 7 
through Dec. 13 ranged 
from 35 to 71 degrees. The 
low for the period was 21.

Precipitation for the pe-
riod included .12 of an inch 
of rain on Dec. 10 and .07 of 
an inch of rain on Dec. 11.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Dec. 7          35 26
Wednesday, Dec. 8     50 25
Thursday, Dec. 9         51 30
Friday, Dec. 10           71 51
Saturday, Dec. 11        69 25
Sunday, Dec. 12         51 21
Monday, Dec. 13         56 25

The Gazette-
Democrat
Serving 
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Since 1849

Honor Wreaths for
Veterans ceremonies set

Special tributes to those 
who have served the na-
tion are planned Saturday, 
Dec. 18.

Honor Wreaths for Veter-
ans ceremonies and wreath 
layings are planned Satur-
day in Union County.

Information about the 
following ceremonies has 
been announced:

Anna/Jonesboro
An Honor Wreaths for 

Veterans ceremony is 
planned Saturday, Dec. 
18, at the Anna Nazarene 
Church. 

The ceremony, which is 
for Anna and Jonesboro, 
is scheduled to begin at 11 
a.m. The church is located 
at 100 Kirk St.

The program for Satur-
day’s ceremony follows:

VFW honor guard post-
ing the colors, commanded 
by Mark Haddick.

Posting of colors accom-
panied by pianist Carla An-
derson, who will be playing 
“The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic.”

Opening prayer by Phil 
Ray, who will lead the 
ceremony.

National Anthem, pre-
sented by Rachel Norton 
and the Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
concert choir.

Pledge of Allegiance, led 
by Boy Scout Troop 44.

Message of honor, given 
by Phil Ray.

Symbolic wreath laying, 
presented by veterans.

Moment of silent prayer 
to honor all deceased vet-
erans.

“Taps,” presented by bu-
gler Rachel Norton.

Retrieving of the colors, 
VFW honor  guard.

Following the ceremony, 
those in attendance will 
be able to go to the Anna 
Cemetery and to the Jones-
boro Cemetery to lay Honor 
Wreaths for Veterans.

Anna City Council mem-
ber Martha Ann Webb has 
worked hard in support 
of the Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans tributes in Union 
County.

Webb is coordinator of 
activities which are planned 
at the Anna Cemetery. Liz 
Wilkins is serving as coor-
dinator for activities at the 
Jonesboro Cemetery.

Cobden
Plans for  an Honor 

Wreaths for Veterans cer-
emony at the Cobden Cem-
etery have been announced.

The ceremony is set for 
11 a.m. David Stewart will 
conduct the ceremony.

(continued from page 1)
The City of Anna is look-

ing at major improvements, 
including an elevated water 
tank storage project, at the 
community’s business park.

***
Plans for the develop-

ment of a walking/biking 
path in Anna are being 
considered.

*** 
A nice crowd was on 

hand for Tuesday morn-
ing’s Union County CEO 
program Jingle and Mingle 
annual breakfast at PAST’s 
Heritage House in Jones-
boro.

***
Union County Women 

in Business recently hosted 
its annual Christmas par-
ty at StarView Vineyards 
near Cobden. A number of 
awards were presented at 
the event. More on this to 
come...

***
First Christian Church in 

Anna is planning to host a 
Christmas bazaar from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 18. Proceeds will be 
donated to the Shop with 
a Cop program and the 
Union County Alliance of  
Churches. The church is 
located at 200 Mallard Ln. 
in east Anna.

*** 
Plans are being consid-

ered for a special Christmas 
season event on the evening 
of Dec. 23 in Anna. The 
event, which was discussed 
at last week’s Anna City 

Council meeting, would 
involve the Dueling Pianos 
guys.

***
A proposal has been 

made to have a spring fes-
tival in Anna.

***
More than 700 tickets 

were sold for the skating 
rink which was set up for 
Christmas in Downtown 
Anna celebration.

***
Very strong support 

from the community also 
was shown for the Pay It 
Forward program during 
Christmas in Downtown 
Anna. Pay It Forward helps 
to make the holiday season 
brighter for local children 
who are in need.

***
A pancake breakfast 

served last Saturday by the 
Ware-Wolf Lake Fire De-
partment was well attended.

***
Stinson Memorial Li-

brary in Anna was closed 
on Wednesday, Dec. 8, for 
staff development.

***
The Christmas Shop at 

the Union County Museum 
in downtown Cobden is 
wrapping up its 2021 sea-
son this Saturday.

***
Miss Illinois, Isabelle 

Hanson, made a recent visit 
to Cobden High School. 
She talked about media 
literacy with students.

***
Tuesday, Dec. 21, is the 

first day of winter.

News Notes
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Work here.
Live here.
Buy here.

Shopping locally shows
support for your community.
Please shop at local businesses 

whenever you can.

Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

51-3G

Stinson Library
hosts holiday
season activities

Stinson Memorial Library in 
Anna is hosting several special ac-
tivities during the holiday season.

The library is having a food 
drive. Food items will be accepted 
at the library until Dec. 22. 

All items which are donated 
will go to the Shawnee Devel-
opment Council’s food pantry 
in Anna.

All dried goods and nonperish-
able food items are accepted and 
appreciated.

Those who make a donation 
will be eligible to win a stocking 
stuffer prize.

The library also is offering 
an opportunity to have a holiday 
season photograph taken with 
Bearnard the bear. 

Visitors can stop by the audi-
torium and snap a picture with 
Bearnard.

Sheriff’s office sponsors food drive
The Union County Sheriff’s Office hosted a successful Stuff the Sheriff’s Truck food drive event 

Saturday, Dec. 11. Community members were invited to help support the food drive, which was held 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Walmart store in Anna. All of the items which were collected will go to 
the Shawnee Development Council’s food pantry in Anna. At least two truckloads of food items were 
donated. Generous monetary contributions also were made. “It’s been amazing,” Union County Sheriff 
Dale Foster said about the support which was shown for the food drive. Foster voiced his appreciation 
to the community for what he said was phenomenal support for the food drive. From left are Sheriff 
Foster, Union County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Jessica Bridges and Union County Sheriff’s Office Chief 
Deputy Bart Hileman.  

Union County Board
reorganizes Friday

An annual reorganization was 
on the agenda at last week’s reg-
ular meeting of the Union County 
Board of Commissioners.

The meeting was Friday morn-
ing, Dec. 10, at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

Max Miller was reelected as 
county board chairman at Friday 
morning’s meeting. Kent Pitts was 
reelected as the board’s vice chair-
man. Both terms are for one year.

Max Miller said he was grate-
ful for the confidence shown by 
his fellow commissioners. Miller 
said he hoped the county has 
“another exceptional year.”

In other business at Friday’s 
meeting:

The board approved a reso-
lution naming Doug Halterman 
to the Lick Creek Public Water 
District Board.

A resolution was approved 
which reappointed county com-
missioner Darryl Harvell to the 
Southern Five Regional Planning 
District Board.

The board approved a resolu-
tion which appointed Stephanie 
Cox as a private sector citizen 
representative to the Southern 
Five Regional Planning District 
Board.

A combined annual budget 
and appropriations ordinance 
for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 was 
approved. The county’s fiscal 
year began Dec. 1 and continues 
through Nov. 30, 2022.

A resolution was approved 
which set county board meeting 
dates for calendar year 2022.

Board meetings are set for 8:30 

a.m. on the second and fourth Fri-
day of each month at the county 
courthouse. Changes are made 
in the schedule when there are 
holidays.

The board also approved a 
resolution setting county govern-
ment holidays for calendar year 
2022. Fourteen holidays are on 
the calendar.

The board approved a reso-
lution supporting the continued 
operation of the state’s attorney 
appellate prosecutor for Fiscal 
Year 2022.

Widening of I-57 in Southern Illinois set
BENTON – Gov. JB 

Pritzker and the Illinois 
Department of Transpor-
tation, IDOT, were joined 
Wednesday, Dec. 8, by 
local officials and commu-
nity leaders to announce 
the next phase of the Inter-
state 57 widening through 
Southern Illinois.

State officials said the 
work on the interstate is 
“another cornerstone proj-
ect of the governor’s his-
toric, bipartisan Rebuild 
Illinois capital program.” 

The latest improvements 
are part of $268 million 
being advanced through 
Rebuild Illinois to fix and 
improve I-57 in the region,  
with a goal of improving 
safety and mobility while 
creating thousands of con-
struction and permanent 
jobs. 

“Today I’m proud to an-
nounce the most significant 
investment in I-57 since its 
original development. This 
major upgrade comes after 
we’ve already completed 
a successful, six-lane ex-
pansion along the Johnston 
City stretch of I-57 in 2020 
and launched the ongoing 
West Frankfort renova-
tions,” Pritzker said.

“Thanks to Rebuild Illi-
nois, we’re unlocking the 
federal funding necessary 
to take this from a four to a 
six-lane highway – enhanc-
ing safety, creating jobs, 
improving the reliability 
of the freight network, and 
supporting the economic 
development potential of 
the region.”

In Southern Illinois, 
I-57 is part of the National 
Highway Freight Network, 
carrying more than 40,000 
vehicles a day, 14,000 of 
which are trucks. 

The I-57 improvements 
made possible by Rebuild 
Illinois will add a third lane 
in each direction along one 
of the country’s critical 

freight and travel corri-
dors that no longer meets 
current traffic volumes and 
demands. 

A $67.6 million project 
which is scheduled to start 
in January will expand nine 
miles of I-57 to six lanes 
from north of Illinois 149 
to south of Illinois 154.

The project will include 
installation of a median 
barrier, resurfacing of the 
existing lanes, updating de-
ficient guardrail and adding 
rumble strips. The bridges 
over the Big Muddy River 
will be replaced. 

Two lanes will remain 
open during construction 
as much as possible, with 
overnight lane closures 
until the project wraps up 
in 2025. 

Participating on the proj-
ect will be graduates of 
the Highway Construction 
Careers Training Program, 
an IDOT initiative in part-
nership with John A. Lo-
gan College in Carterville 
to provide minority and 
female students the oppor-
tunity to get on-the-job ex-
perience toward full-time 
work and a career in the 
construction trades.

“The I-57 corridor is one 
of the most important in 
our system, but it’s prone 
to backups and congestion 
that can spill over into 
neighboring communi-
ties,” Illinois Department 
of Transportation Secretary 
Omer Osman said. 

A previous project, com-
pleted in 2020, expanded 
I-57 for 4.5 miles south of 
West Frankfort, with an on-
going widening due to end 
next year that continues 
north for 3.5 miles. 

In addition to the latest 
project, Rebuild Illinois is 
investing $164 million to 
complete the expansion of 
I-57 in future years to Mt. 
Vernon, as well as replac-
ing bridges over Marcum 

Branch, Gun Creek, Dodds 
Creek and reconstructing 
the I-57/64 interchange 
with Illinois 15. 

For local governments in 
IDOT’s District 9, which 
includes Alexander, Frank-
lin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Hardin, Jackson, Jeffer-
son, Johnson, Massac, Per-
ry, Pope, Pulaski, Saline, 
Union, White and Wil-
liamson counties, Rebuild 
Illinois has meant an added 
$28.4 million in motor fuel 
tax revenues to advance 
their projects. 

Also, $33.5 million as 
part of $1.5 billion ear-
marked for municipal, 
township, and county proj-
ects statewide in Rebuild 
Illinois has been awarded 
to local governments in 
District 9 for road and 
bridge improvements, traf-
fic signal upgrades, new 
storm sewers, sidewalk 
replacements and other 
long-term maintenance 
needs.

“This collaboration and 
investment between the 
federal and state govern-
ment is an example of great 
work being done to ensure 
drivers have smooth roads 
and the safest route on 
Illinois roadways,” State 
Sen. Dale Fowler, R-Har-
risburg, said.

“There is no doubt, por-
tions of Interstate 57 re-
main congested creating 
serious challenges and 
posing dangerous risks. By 
investing in Illinois’ infra-
structure, we are investing 
in jobs and our local econ-
omy, which will continue 
to put Southern Illinois on 
the map for years to come.”  

“I-57 is a lifeline in the 
body of Southern Illinois’ 
economy. Investing in our 
future by widening I-57 
means union workers will 
have jobs, our truck drivers 
and motorists will have the 
space they need to operate 

safely and shows the peo-
ple of Southern Illinois 
that their representation in 
Springfield is looking out 
for their best interests,” 
State Rep. Dave Severin, 
R-Benton, said. 

“I am proud of the work 
that is being done to widen 
these roads and know that 
the future of our economy 
is brighter because of the 
investments we are mak-
ing in our people and our 
infrastructure.”

Passed in 2019, Rebuild 
Illinois is investing $33.2 
billion into the state’s ag-
ing transportation system, 
creating jobs, and promot-
ing economic growth. 

Rebuild Illinois is not 
only the largest capital 
program in state history but 
also the first one that touch-
es all modes of transporta-
tion in the state, including 
roads and bridges, transit, 
waterways, freight and 
passenger rail, aviation, 
and bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations.

Through Year Two of 
Rebuild Illinois, IDOT has 
made approximately $5.2 
billion in improvements to 
more than 3,000 miles of 
highway and almost 300 
bridges, as well as almost 
450 additional safety im-
provements. 
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Orie Dover of the Wildcats prepares to grapple 
with Alania Stone from Harrisburg.

A-J wrestling team
posts two wins at home

The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School 
wrestling team hosted its home opener on Tuesday, 
Dec. 7, earning a pair of wins against visiting 
Pinckneyville (48-6) and Harrisburg (54-30).

A-J wrestling team
competes at home
and at tournament

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
wrestling team competed 
at home and at the Law-
rence(ville) County Tour-
nament last week.

The host Wildcats won 
twice at home Tuesday, 
Dec. 7.

A-J 48, Pinckneyville 
6: Jeff Robertson had the 
only win for A-J in the 
220-pound weight class 
with a pin in 1:10. 

The rest of the Wildcats’ 
grapplers won by forfeits, 
including Zoee Sullivan, 
113 pounds; Oregon Denny, 
126  pounds; Wyatt Wright, 
132 pounds; Blake Mays, 
145 pounds; Matteo Vaca 
Diez, 170 pounds; Camden 
Wilhoite, 182 pounds; and 
Eddie Dahmer, 285 pounds.

A-J 54, Harrisburg 30: 
Drew Sadler, 106 pounds, 
won by a pin in :45; Zoee 
Sadler, 126 pounds, won by 
a pin in 1:20.

Brett Smith, 132 pounds, 
won by a pin in 3:00; Drew 

Holshouser, 138 pounds, 
won by a pin in 2:14.

Caleb Mays, 145 pounds, 
won by a pin in :37; Aaron 
Scheffer, 160 pounds, won 
by a pin in :42; Cameron 
Sperry, 220 pounds, won 
by a pin in 5:10.

The Wildcats competed 
Saturday, Dec. 4, at the 
Lawrence County Tour-
nament; no points were 
scored, just individual re-
sults.

First place finishes for 
A-J were posted by Drew 
Sadler, 106 pounds, Blake 
Mays, 138 pounds, and 
Caleb Mays, 145 pounds. 
None of the three had any 
points scored against them.

A second place finish was 
posted by Brett Smith at 
106 pounds. Daniel Dover 
took a third place finish 
at 120 pounds. Scheffer 
earned a fifth at 160 pounds.

The Wildcats are sched-
uled to compete again this 
Friday and Saturday at the 
Mascoutah Tournament.

A-J freshman Jeff Robertson gets a pin in the first 
period over Daegan Eisenhower from Pinckneyville.

Junior Brett Smith squares up against his 
opponent Sebastian Brown from Harrisburg.

Drew Sadler would score a quick pin in the first 
period in the 106 pound weight class.

Freshman Zoee Sadler waits for the starting 
whistle. Sadler would win by pinfall in the first 
period.

Appleknockers boys' 
basketball team posts
victory over Wildcats

Host Cobden came on 
in  the final quarter on its 
way to a 44-31 win over 
Anna-Jonesboro in a high 
school boys’ basketball 
game that was played at the 
Carbondale High School 
gymnasium Saturday, Dec. 
11.

The game was tied 7-7 
after one quarter. The Ap-
pleknockers pulled ahead 
20-15 at the half and were 
up 30-25 at the end of three 
quarters.

“It was a good win and 
we played well,” Cobden 
coach Wendell Wheeler 
said. “We finally got some 
momentum going in the 
fourth quarter.”

The Wildcats were out-
scored 14-6 in the final 
period, with 12 of 18 points 
coming from the free throw 
line for the Appleknockers.

Cobden’s two big men 
inside dominated play.

Elliott Lowndes, a 6-9 
center, scored 21 points 
with 6 rebounds and 10 
blocked shots to lead the 
Appleknockers. 

Tyler Franklin, a 6-6 for-
ward, added 19 points and 
9 rebounds. 

Brock Reynolds was the 
only other scorer for Cod-
den, with 4 points and 3 
rebounds. Cooper Flamm 
had 6 rebounds. Edwin 
Funes added 4 rebounds 
and Drake Campbell 1.

Landon Trammel had 14 
points and 5 rebounds to 
lead A-J. 

Dylan Harvel added 11 
points and 5 rebounds. 
Dawson Trammel had 2 
points and 6 rebounds. 

Payton Denny and Bryce 
Henry each had 2 points 
with 3 rebounds apiece. 
Ethan Carver and Laigh-
ton Mixon had 2 rebounds 
apiece.

The Appleknockers were 
11 of 28 in shot attempts 
from the field, 1 of 4 from 
3-point range and 19 of 29 
from the free throw line.

The  Wildcats were 8 of 
25 from the field, 5 of 31 
from 3-point range and 0-5 
from the free throw line.

With the victory, Cobden, 
4-3, won its third straight 
game. Cobden is scheduled 
to play Friday, Dec. 17, at 
Century.

A-J, 1-6, is scheduled 
to play Friday, Dec. 17, at 
Pinckneyville.

A-J and Cobden both 
had games scheduled for 
last Friday which were 
postponed because of the 
inclement weather in the 
region. The games are to be 
rescheduled.

71,675 deer harvested
during firearm season

Hunters in Illinois har-
vested a preliminary total 
of 71,675 deer during the 
state’s seven-day firearm 
season, which concluded 
Dec. 5. 

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, reported the pre-
liminary harvest for the 
second segment of the 2021 
firearm season was 21,375. 
The season was Dec. 2-5.

The 2021 total compared 
with 29,432 deer which 
were harvested during the 
second segment in 2020.

The preliminary harvest 
for the first segment of this 
year’s firearm season was 
50,300 deer. The season 
was Nov. 19-21.

Hunters harvested a pre-
liminary total of 1,171 deer 
in Union County during the 
2021 firearm season. 

The county total included 
824 deer in the first segment 
of the season and 347 in the 
second segment. 

The preliminary 2021 
harvest total compared to 
1,257 in 2020.

Harvest totals for the 
2021 firearm deer season 
in other area counties in-
cluded:

Alexander County: 267 
in the first segment. 95 in 

the second segment. Total 
of 362 in 2021, compared 
to 430 in 2020.

Jackson County: 1,325 
in the first segment. 581 in 
the second segment. Total 
of 1,906 in 2021, compared 
to 2,085 in 2020.

Johnson County: 900 in 
the first segment. 299 in 
the second segment. Total 
of 1,199 in 2021, compared 
to 1,321 in 2020.

Massac County: 249 in 
the first segment. 145 in 
the second segment. Total 
of 394 in 2021, compared 
to 392 in 2020.  

Pulaski County: 192 in 
the first segment. 92 in the 
second segment. Total of 
284 in 2021, compared to 
286 in 2020.

Williamson County: 
1,148 in the first segment. 
515 in the second segment. 
Total of 1,663 in 2021, 
compared to 1,657 in 2020.

Other deer hunting op-
portunities in the weeks 
ahead include: 

La te -win te r  an t l e r-
less-only and Chronic 
Wasting Disease deer sea-
sons, in designated counties 
only, Dec. 30-Jan. 2 and 
Jan.14-16.

Archery deer season con-
tinues through Jan. 16. 

Carterville
outscores A-J

Carterville took an early 
lead on its way to a 49-23 
win over host Anna-Jones-
boro in high school girls’ 
basketball Thursday, Dec. 
9.

The Lady Lions pulled 
ahead 11-4 after the open-
ing quarter and held the 
Wildcats scoreless in the 
second quarter to take a 
24-4 half time lead.

Marlee Smith had 10 
points, 5 rebounds and 2 
assists to lead A-J.

Addison Denny had 
9 points, 8 rebounds, 2 
blocked shots and an as-
sist. Jenna Sadler had 4 
points, 4 rebounds and 2 
steals. 

Brodie Denny had 2 re-
bounds, 3 assists, 3 steals 
and a blocked shot. Macie 
George had 4 rebounds and 
4 blocked shots.

A-J, 5-5 overall, is sched-
uled to play Thursday, to-
day, at home against Du 
Quoin.

Dongola falls
to Meridian

Meridian built an early 
lead in a 94-16 win over 
host Dongola in high school 
boys’ basketball Tuesday, 
Dec. 7.

Ryan Johnson scored 5 
points to lead the Demons. 
Blake Herrin and Charlie 
Aden had 3 points apiece 
and Avery Krislow and 
James Shipley 2 each.

Dongola and Shawnee 
were scheduled to play 
Friday, Dec. 10. The game 
was not played due to the 
bad weather in the region. 
The game is set to be played 
at a later date.

Dongola is scheduled 
to play Friday, Dec. 17, 
at  Agape Christ ian in 
Herrin.

Water, waste water bill assistance program
available to qualifying low-income households

Shawnee Development 
Council Inc., as admin-
istrator of the Household 
Water Assistance Program 
in Alexander,  Hardin, 
Johnson, Massac, Pope, 
Pulaski and Union coun-
ties, announces that funds 
are available to assist in-
come-eligible households 
with their water and waste 
water bills if they are in 
imminent or disconnect 
status. 

The program began Dec. 
1 for all income-eligible 
households. 

Shawnee Development 
Council said in a news re-
lease that applications will 
be taken on a first-come, 
first-served basis through 
May 31, 2022, on the same 
application as Energy As-
sistance (the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance 
Program, or LIHEAP) and 
the Percentage of Income 
Payment Plan, PIPP, for 
Program Year 2022.  

Benefits are only avail-
able once for water and 

once for wastewater/sewer, 
per household, from Dec. 
1, 2021, through Aug. 31, 
2023, or as funds are avail-
able. 

Shawnee Development 
Council said that house-
holds which are in need are 
encouraged to apply. 

Households must be at 
or below 200 percent of 
the federal poverty level 
to receive a benefit from 
the Energy Assistance (LI-
HEAP and PIPP) and Wa-
ter Assistance (LIHWAP) 
Programs.  

The Water Assistance 
program is categorically 
eligible with LIHEAP and 
PIPP, so if you qualify for 
Energy Assistance you au-
tomatically qualify for the 
Water Assistance Program, 
Shawnee Development 
Council advised.

As of Dec. 1, there was 
an option to accept a one-
time payment to your wa-
ter and wastewater utility 
providers. 

The 30-day income 

guidelines for Energy As-
sistance are based on Feder-
al Poverty Guidelines, State 
Median Income and the 
number of persons living 
in the household.  

The  gu ide l ines  a re 
as  fol lows:  1-$2,147, 
2 - $ 2 , 9 0 3 ,  3 - $ 3 , 6 6 0 , 
4-$4,417, with addition-
al income guidelines for 
larger households.

The Low Income House-
hold Water Assistance Pro-
gram (LIHWAP) provides 
one-time benefits to income 
eligible homeowners and 
renters to help with wa-
ter and wastewater bills, 
reconnection of water ser-
vice, as well as water bill 
arrearages.  

Applications will be 
taken at all Shawnee De-
velopment Council out-
reach facilities, which can 
be called for an appoint-
ment. 

In addition to apply-
ing for LIHEAP, which 
requires proof of gross 
income from all house-

hold members for  the 
prior 30-day period be-
ginning with the date of 
application and proof of 
Social Security Number 
or Individual Taxpayer 
Identification Number 
(ITIN) for all household 
members,  at  least one 
household member must 
be a U.S. citizen.

Water Assistance (LI-
HWAP) also requires a 
copy of a current water 
and wastewater (sewer) bill 
and proof that water and 
wastewater are included in 
the rent and that the tenant 
is responsible for the water 
services. 

Local Shawnee Devel-
opment Council outreach 
offices can be contacted at 
618-734-0535, 618-287-
7071, 618-524-2941, 618-
833-7431 or 618-634-2201 
to schedule an appointment 
and for information on 
what documents are need-
ed to apply and different 
ways to submit an appli-
cation.
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First Christian Church
of Anna presents
The 1st Annual

Christmas Bazaar
December 18, 2021

10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Enjoy the food, business vendors, 
and more as you finish up your 

Christmas shopping.
$1 Admission • 12 & under Free

All proceeds donated to Shop With a Cop 
and the Alliance of Churches.

We hope to see you there!
200 Mallard Lane • Anna, IL

52GP1G

Visit our website: triplecmeats.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986 46GTF

Custom ProCessing of
Beef, Pork, goat, sheeP

Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

1G48&1GP

Southern Illinois state senators host student/youth advisory council meetings
Two Southern Illinois 

state legislators have host-
ed student/youth advisory 
council meetings.

The meetings were host-
ed by State Sen. Dale Fowl-
er, R-Harrisburg, and State 
Sen. Terri Bryant, R-Mur-
physboro.

The state senators posted 
news releases about the 
meetings online.

Fowler Meeting
Fowler hosted nearly 

60 students from 15 high 
schools Thursday, Dec. 9, 
on the campus of Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale.

“This is one of my fa-
vorite events of the year,” 
Fowler said. “The younger 
generation is the future and 
it’s important that they gain 
a better understanding about 
the legislative process and 
experience government first 
hand.”

The day featured four 
speakers who hold commu-
nity roles in the 59th Senate 
District. 

Speakers at the student 
advisory were Metropolis 
alderman and SIU soph-
omore Dylan Chambers, 
Goreville School superin-
tendent Dr. Steve Webb, 

SIU chancellor Austin Lane 
and SIU director of Explor-
atory Student Advisement 
and the Center for Learning 
and Support Services, Jeff 
McGoy.

“I’m proud to be a part 
of the list that have spoken 
today,” said Dylan Cham-
bers. Chambers, 19, is the 
president of the SIU Dawg 
Pound and the youngest 
serving alderman in the city 
of Metropolis’ history. 

“It is great to be around 
high school students and 
give that voice to them and 
show them what I have done 
no matter the age.”

After hearing from the 
motivational speakers, 
students broke into small 
groups to discuss policy is-
sues and to craft legislative 
proposals to present in front 
of their peers.

“Honestly, the whole pro-
cess is what I learned. I had 
no idea how most of this 
stuff worked and I came in 
completely blind about it,” 
said Addison Bean, a senior 
at Gallatin County High 
School. 

“It is important for our 
youth to be involved in Il-
linois government because 
we are the future and we 
will be the voice of the state 
one day.”

After the legislative 
proposals were presented, 
students were able to ask 
questions and vote on their 
favorite policy issue pre-
sented by their peers.

“I learned that there are 
many different opinions on 
a lot of controversial topics 
and sometimes it is okay 
to disagree with other peo-
ple without it having to be 
such a bad thing to disagree 
and that you should feel a 
certain way, and that you 
can say what you want and 
express how you feel,” said 
Byron Lang, a senior at An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

The winning student pol-
icy idea will be drafted into 
legislation for the students 
to discuss during the spring 
student advisory council at 
the Illinois State Capitol in 
Springfield.

Bryant Meeting
On Tuesday, Dec. 7, more 

than 30 high school students 
from 16 schools across the 
58th Senate District gath-
ered at SIU to participate in 
Bryan’ts first youth adviso-
ry council meeting.

“It was truly exciting to 
see the students focused 
and engaged throughout the 
entire day,” Bryant said. 

“I am hopeful that today’s 
youth advisory council pro-
vided these students with 
a better understanding on 
how our state government 
works, but more important-
ly I hope they learned that 
each of them have a voice 
in the process.”

Bryant’s youth advisory 
council is a hands-on ex-
perience designed to teach 
local area students about 
public policy, state govern-
ment and leadership. 

Each high school in the 
58th Senate District  in 
Southern Illinois was able 
to nominate high school stu-
dents whom they believed 
showed an interest in gov-
ernment and public service.

“I believe it is important 
for the youth of today to 
get involved in government 
because we are the future,” 
said Brandon Scott-Rivers, 
a student at Carbondale 
Community High School. 

“Since we are the ones 
that are going to be taking 
over as time goes on, it is 
important that we learn 
about what we can do to 
change the future for all 
of us.”

In the morning, students 
heard from community 
leaders, including Murphys-
boro Mayor Will Stephens, 
Jackson County State’s 
Attorney Joseph Cervantez 
and SIU chancellor Lane.

“I thought the state’s at-
torney was great and he 
posed a lot of great solu-
tions,” said Katie Harr, 
a student at Dupo High 
School. 

“He definitely was a very 
activist person. He not only 
saw that there were issues 
in the society, but he tried to 
make a change in them and I 
think that is something that 

is really respectable about 
any person.”

Students then broke into 
groups, where they were 
asked to work together to 
develop ideas for possible 
new state legislation that 
each group would present to 
the council for a vote.

“I’ve always had a deep 
fascination with politics 
and the inner workings 
of political systems,” said 
Lucas Schilling, a student 
at Valmeyer High School. 

“I really thought this 
would be a great opportu-
nity to get involved, come 
up with a bill idea and po-
tentially make an impact in 
our communities.”

Bryant spent time with 
each small group, helping 
students with their propos-
als and sharing how they 
could advocate for their 
issue. 

When the students pre-
sented their ideas, Bryant 
helped spur further debate 
by asking the groups ques-
tions about their legislation.

“I wanted to take part 
in this because it would 
give me a lot of insight on 
something I didn’t know 
a lot about,” said Auma-
lie Murdock, a student at 
Woodlawn High School. 

“I also wanted to meet 
and talk to Terri. After 
talking, I learned that she 
is someone who definitely 
wants to help me and further 
my career.”

Bryant’s youth advisory 

council plans to meet for a 
second time this spring at 
the State Capitol in Spring-
field, where the students 
will participate in a mock 
committee hearing based on 
the legislation they chose at 
the Dec. 7 meeting.

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

Rev. Thompson’s stepfa-
ther, who lived with her and 
her husband, and whom she 
had taken care of for several 
years, passed away this past 
Friday. His graveside service 
was Sunday afternoon in 
Metropolis.

In Rev. Thompson’s ab-
sence, the Rev. Todd Haw-
kins of Paducah, filled the 
pulpit. His sermon was on 
the patience of Simeon, with 
scripture from the Gospel of 
Luke.

The message recalled 
that “in the New Testament, 
the word for hope includes 
anticipation. Simeon was 
righteous and faithful, much 
like Noah. He understood 
the promises of God yet he 
was living under Roman 
occupation and persecution.  

“After seeing and holding 
Jesus, Simeon realized he 
was seeing all God’s prom-
ises being  fulfilled.

“Today’s world is in a hor-
rible state: natural disasters, 
crime, and our own personal 
issues. In spite of what is 
going on around us, we must 
attend to our spiritual life and 
recommit what it means to be 
a Christian.

“Our hope must include 
anticipation for the second 
coming of Christ to Earth and 
the promise of eternal life.”

Rodney and LaDonna 
Miller were the Advent read-

ers and lit the third Advent 
candle, representing Joy.

Logan and Hank Quick 
took up the offering.  

Rodney Miller is Camp 
Ground church’s head elder 
for December.

All are invited to the an-
nual Christmas program at 
Camp Ground Church on 
Dec. 19. The evening will 
begin at 5 p.m. with finger 
foods and fellowship, fol-
lowed by the program of 
scripture and carols begin-
ning at 6 p.m.

Those having birthdays 
the remainder of the month 
are Lara Crane on the 19th, 
and Billy Williams and San-
dra Boaz on the 21st.

Thoughts and prayers go 
out to all affected by the 
storms Friday night.  Thank-
fully, no family or friends 
of the Camp Ground con-
gregation lost their life, but 
damage is great.

Camp Ground Church 
invites everyone to join with 
them in worship during this 
special season, this time of 
preparing hearts to celebrate 
the birth of the Savior.  

Bible study begins at 9:30 
a.m., worship at 10:30 a.m. 
Those who would like to 
join in worship via Zoom 
can leave a message on the 
church phone with their 
email address or cell phone 
number.

Hess News
By Glenn Heisner

Union County Saddle 
Club had a meal and elec-
tion of officers Dec. 3 in 
Dongola. All officers were 
reelected. Several trail rides 
were scheduled for next 
year.

Justin McClellan and 
Loni came up and fixed 
Thanksgiving meal for us 
and Danny, who was here 
for a week. With his laptop 
he could work from here, as 
well as Georgia.

Our grandson, Daniel 
Harris, graduated from 
North Texas University Dec. 
11. We couldn’t be there but 
got to watch on our phone.

Common Bond Sunday 
School class had a Christ-
mas meal and gag gifts at 
Anna Heights Dec. 11.

Thanks to Judith Gafner 
for the renewal to The Ga-
zette-Democrat.

December birthdays: Al-
len Harris, Dec. 7; Billy 
Williams, Sandra Boaz and 
Juanita, Dec. 21; Wanda 
Schlenker, Dec. 22.

Gary and Sue Hoskins 
spent the night with us going 
from Manteno to Columbia, 
Tenn.



Anna-Jonesboro National Bank
and other participating merchants

join in sponsoring a
cAsh giveAwAy

to encourage you to shop
locally for the holidays.

enter at any participating merchant.

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Now Doing
Farm and

Road Service

Anna Tire &
Auto Center

90 Richview Drive • Anna • 833-2122

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM
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◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

There will be a drawing each Friday afternoon, November 19th, November 26th, December 
3rd and December 10th at Anna-Jonesboro National Bank for a $100.00 winner. The GrAnD 
Prize DrAwinG will be helD FriDAy, December 17Th, For A minimum 
oF $500.00.

Prize winning check(s) will be written to the winners choice of participating merchants (excluding 
banks). Winners will be notified immediately following the drawings. Individuals and their families 
only allowed to win once. All entries, other than previous winners, will be entered in the grand 
prize drawing December 17th.

1002 Public Square
Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546 

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

201 South Main Street 
Anna • 618-833-8506

Visit Us On The Web At:
www.ajnational.com

The winner of the Shop Local drawing 
on Friday, December 10th, was Jacob 
Acklin. Samantha Phipps of Anna-
Jonesboro National Bank presented 
the check. Jacob chose a $100.00 cer-
tificate from Brad's Collision Works.

Farmstead
market
"Where Taste

and Quality Meet"
5600 E. Vienna • Anna

Open mon.-sat.
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

603 East Broad St. • Jonesboro • 833-1725
Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 7 Days a Week

Union County
Market

511 E. Vienna Street
Anna, IL

(618) 833-3102

Brad's Collision Works
& Towing LLC

515 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL • 618-614-7411

2627 HC Mathis Dr.
Paducah, KY • 270-933-1874

3049 Irvin Cobb Dr.
Paducah, KY • 270-415-5892

feelinggroovy420.com

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Shawn McMahan
and

Rodney Henry
521 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-4721

Do your holiday
shopping right here

at home and you
could be a winner.



◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

enter at any of the participating 
merchants for a chance to win a 

weekly prize of $100.

All prizes awarded as certifi cates 
redeemable at participating businesses

(excluding banks)

Rusty's
Home Center
418 E. Davie Street • Anna, IL

(618) 833-2101

angautomotive.com
109 Transcraft Dr. • Anna

833-8755
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◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

C

Cardinal
Corner

409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064
Your Hometown Store

Celisha Merriman, OD
Paul C. Jacobs, O.D., F.A.C.O.P. 

Trevor Crabtree, OD
Jessie Crabtree, OD

316 S. Main • Anna
(618) 833-3777

300 Leigh Dr. • Anna
833-8592

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

SI Builder Supply, LLC
104 W. Chestnut
Anna, IL 62906

618-833-2103
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"Great Gift Idea"
A Gift Subscription to
The Gazette-Democrat

Subscribe Now & Save!
Get 15 MoNthS

for the price of 12!
Current Subscription Rates:

 In Union County ............. Yr. $40.00  .................6 Mos. $37.00
 Elsewhere in 629 Zip ...... Yr. $42.00  .................6 Mos. $38.00
 Out of Area ...................... Yr. $50.00  .................6 Mos. $45.00

We will send a gift card to the recipient
to notify them of your thoughtfulness.

Complete this form and mail with payment to:
The Gazette-Democrat

112 Lafayette Street, P.O. Box 529, Anna, IL 62906
Offer expires 12/21/2020

Please enter my subscription for  ________________  years.

q Gift q Personal q New q Renewal
This subscription order is to mailed to:
Name  ___________________________________________________________
Address  _________________________________________________________
City  ______________________  State  _______________  Zip ______________

This is a gift from ______________________________________________________

Payment enclosed for $  _________________________________________________

We gladly accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express, personal check or cash.
Card #  ___________________________________________________________
Signature ______________________________  Exp. Date  _________________

(Your Name)

(See rate table above)

Pancake breakfast served
Jonesboro Fire Department Chief Tim Bowen proudly stands in front of a 

successful pancake breakfast which was served last Saturday. The breakfast 
was served at the fire department in Jonesboro.

Masonic Lodge presents donation to veterans home
Anna-Jonesboro Masonic Lodge No. 111 on Dec. 4 presented an annual 

donation to the Illinois Veterans Home in Anna. Worshipful Master James 
Matlock and brothers of the A-J lodge presented a $400 donation to the 
veterans home. The donation was made possible by members of Anna-
Jonesboro Masonic Lodge No. 111. “We support and thank our veterans for 
their sacrifice,” the lodge stated. Photo provided.

COVID-19 risk level metrics

Southern Seven: All area counties 
return to orange warning level

Weekly new
COVID-19 cases

reported in Illinois
Dec. 10: 49,668
Dec. 3: 42,559
Nov. 24: 21,034
Nov. 19: 28,280
Nov. 12: 22,600
Nov. 5: 17,462
Oct. 29: 14,616
Oct. 22: 15,131
Oct. 15: 15,669
Oct. 8: 19,244
Oct. 1: 18,735

Sept. 24: 21,787
Sept. 17: 25,956
Sept. 10: 26,062
Sept. 3: 30,319
Aug. 27: 25,636
Aug. 20: 24,682
Aug. 13: 21,334
Aug. 6: 16,742
July 30: 11,682
July 23: 7,983
July 16: 4,449
July 9: 2,945
July 2: 2,120

June 25: 1,744
June 18: 928

Source: Illinois Department of 
Public Health

49,668 new
COVID cases
in Illinois

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, on 
Friday, Dec. 10, reported 
49,668 new confirmed and 
probable cases of corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) 
in Illinois, including 266 
deaths since reporting on 
Dec. 3.

IDPH was reporting a 
total of 1,884,744 cases, 
including 26,801 deaths, in 
102 counties in Illinois.  

As of Thursday night, 
Dec. 9, 3,257 people in 
Illinois were reported to 
be in the hospital with CO-
VID-19.

Of Illinois’ total popu-
lation, approximately 70 
percent had received at least 
one COVID-19 vaccine 
dose and more than 62 per-
cent of Illinois’ total popu-
lation was fully vaccinated, 
according to data from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, CDC.  

Approximately 41 per-
cent of Illinois’ eligible 
adults had received a boost-
er dose of vaccine.

All data are provisional 
and will change, IDPH 
reported.

Seven region,” Southern 
Seven Health Department 
COVID-19 community 
outreach coordinator Na-
than Ryder said in a news 
release.

“Following the Thanks-
giving holiday we’ve seen 
the number of COVID in-
fections increase while our 
regional ICU bed availabil-
ity has started dropping.”

Southern Seven Health 
Department continues to 
urge area residents to get 
vaccinated against CO-
VID-19.  

A warning for ICU avail-
ability shows the number 
of ICU beds has dropped 
below a 20 percent avail-
ability threshold.

The  new cases  per 
100,000 people rate is a unit 
of measure calculated as a 
rate to compare the number 
of cases in large and small 
counties.  

The rate is calculated by 
dividing the county case 
count for seven days by 
county population times 
100,000.  

This describes the poten-
tial number of people who 
are currently ill and may 
be infectious in the county.  

Union County had 428 
potential new cases (based 
on 72 positive cases) per 
100,000 reported. The test 
positivity percentage for the 
county was 5.8 percent out 
of 1,443 tests. ICU avail-
ability was 11.7 percent.

Eight different indicators 
are used to determine a 
county’s designation.   

A county is considered 
at the orange warning level 
when at least two of the 
main indicators are going in 
the wrong direction. 

“Hospitalizations for 
COVID-19 are on the rise 
again across the Southern 

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, on 
Friday, Dec. 10, announced 
all of the counties served by 
the Southern Seven Health 
Department have returned 
to the orange warning level 
status on the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) risk 
metrics.

Union, Alexander, John-
son, Pope, Pulaski, Hardin 
and Massac counties are 
served by Southern Seven 
Health Department.

The amount of new cases 
per 100,000 people, test 
positivity percentage met-
rics and declining ICU bed 
availability are causing the 
elevated risk levels.

According to IDPH, an 
orange designation indi-
cates warning signs of in-
creased COVID-19 risk in 
the community. 

The health department 
is asking area residents to 
remain vigilant to slow the 
spread of the virus.

A warning for new case 
rate indicates the rate is 
greater than 50 cases per 
100,000 people.  

A warning for test posi-
tivity indicates that the 
percentage was above 8 
percent from the previous 
seven-day period. 

Southern Seven COVID-19 update

22 new cases in county
Southern Seven Health 

Department on Monday, 
Dec. 13, reported 22 newly 
confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19 in Union County.

The newly confirmed 
Union County cases in-
volved two children under 
10, seven teens, one person 
in the 20s, two in the 30s, 
three in the 40s, two in the 
50s, three in the 60s and two 
80-plus years old.

Southern Seven Health 
Department’s update also 
showed: 

A cumulative total of 
3,361 cases in the county 
since the start of the pan-
demic. A total of 3,234 
recovered cases had been 
reported in the county.

There were 76 active 
cases in the county. A total 
of 51 deaths had been re-
ported in the county since 
the start of the pandemic.

The health department 
serves Union, Johnson, 
Pope, Hardin, Alexander, 
Pulaski and Massac coun-
ties.

Southern Seven Health 
Department shared infor-
mation about cases in the 
region in the update:

89 newly confirmed cas-
es. 87 newly recovered. 310 
total active cases. 183 total 
deaths. 11,661 cumulative 
total cases.

All of the statistics pro-
vided by the health depart-
ment are provisional and 
are subject to change.

The health department 
reminds everyone to con-
tinue to follow COVID-19 
safety measures in public 
settings, even after they 
have been fully vaccinated, 
to further control the spread 
of the virus.

State officials recently 
announced that $300 mil-
lion in new relief grants will 
be made available to child 
care providers throughout 
Illinois.

The state is also extend-
ing a previous grant pro-
gram by providing nearly 
$50 million to previous 
grant recipients.  This 
brings the state’s child care 
pandemic relief grant total 
to more than $1 billion.

Illinois’ child care grant 
program has provided sta-
bility for the industry, with 
97 percent of 2020’s grant 
recipients still open and 
operating today. 

Already, $725 million in 

funding has reached more 
than 5,000 providers, with 
85 percent of eligible child 
care centers and 40 percent 
of licensed family child 
care homes receiving direct 
relief.

Applications for this 
newest round of funding 
are due in early January, 
with funding beginning to 
flow in February 2022 and 
through January 2023. 

The funding will support 
child care providers with 
approximately $25,000 per 
classroom per year, child 
care group homes with 
$15,000 per year and child 
care homes with approxi-
mately $10,000 per year. 

Child care grants awarded

Many people will be 
decking the halls to cel-
ebrate this holiday season. 

According to the Na-
tional Fire Protection As-
sociation, NFPA, more than 
two of every five home 
decoration fires occur due 
to decorations being placed 
too close to a heat source. 

More than one-third of 
home decoration fires are 
started by candles. 

The NFPA also reports 
that U.S. fire departments 
responded to an average 
of 780 home structure fires 
per year that began with 
decorations between 2013 
and 2017.

More than half of home 
decoration fires in Decem-
ber are started by candles. 
Candle fires peak in De-
cember followed closely 
by January. 

The top three days for 
home candle fires are 
Christmas Day, New Year’s 
Day and New Year’s Eve. 

Everyone is reminded to 
extinguish all lit candles be-
fore they go to bed or head 
out for the evening.

“The holidays are here 
and that means many will 
be decorating their homes. 
Hanging up decorations 
is fun, but keep in mind, 
holiday decorations can in-
crease your risk for a home 
fire,” Illinois State Fire 
Marshal Matt Perez said.

“It’s important to follow 
and practice fire safety 
measures so that you and 
your family can enjoy a 
festive and fire safe holiday 
season.”

The Office of the State 
Fire Marshal, OSFM, once 

again is working to promote 
the Keep the Wreath Red 
Campaign.

The campaign is de-
signed to raise awareness 
about the importance of fire 
safety during the holiday 
season.

Last year 17 lives were 
lost in fire related incidents 
during the holiday season 
in Illinois.

The Keep the Wreath 
Red Campaign began in 
1954 in Naperville to raise 
awareness about holiday 
fire safety. 

Wreaths will be placed 
and lit with red bulbs out-
side of the OSFM offices 
in Springfield and at the 
Thompson Center in Chi-
cago. White light bulbs will 
replace the red bulbs when a 
fire related death is reported 
in the state.

“These white lights are 
not just lights – they repre-
sent a person,” Perez said. 
“The goal of the campaign 
is to strive for zero fire 
related deaths during the 
holiday season.”

The state fire marshal 
shared some tips to keep in 
mind to stay fire safe when 
decking the halls this holi-
day season.

Be careful with holiday 
decorations. Make sure 
decorations are either flame 
retardant or flame resistant.

Keep lit candles at least 
12 inches away from deco-
rations or anything that can 
catch fire.

Keep children and pets 
away from lit candles.

Extinguish all lit candles 
before going to bed or leav-
ing the house.

Check to make sure your 
lights are rated for indoor or 
outdoor use or both.

Replace any light strands 
that have worn or broken 
cords. Make sure to read 
the recommendation for 
number of light strings you 
can string together.

Turn off all light strings 
and decorations before 
leaving home or going to 
bed.

If you have a real Christ-
mas tree, make sure to 
check water levels daily. 
It is not unusual for a tree 
to drink two gallons of 
water the first day it is in 
the stand.

Keep real Christmas trees 
away from a heat source. It 
can dry out the tree quickly.

Before firing the oven 
back up to prepare a holiday 
meal, make sure to clean it. 

In case of an oven fire, 
turn off the oven and keep 
the door closed until it is 
cool. Clean cook tops as 
left-over grease can catch 
fire.

If you are planning to 
host family and friends dur-
ing the holidays, make sure 
they are aware of your fire 
escape plan. 

Show them where all the 
exits are in your home and 
make sure they are aware 
of a meeting spot location 
in case of fire. 

Illinois residents are ad-
vised to continue to follow 
COVID-19 prevention pro-
tocols from the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health 
and the CDC. 

Keep safety in mind during holidays
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201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

We Carry All Major Tire Brands
And A Full Line Of Mastercraft Tires

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

Union County

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING

CALL FOR FALL SPECIALS!
618-351-1881

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards

Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

We ca
re about your total body health and wellness.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.
618-833-2179

ozbournchiropractic.com

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ALTO PASS

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.
PASTOR - DON COX

Shout for joy, O daughter Zion! Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has removed the judgment 
against you he has turned away your enemies; the King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst, you have no further misfortune to fear. On that day, it shall be said 
to Jerusalem: Fear not, O Zion, be not discouraged! The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; he will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew 
you in his love, he will sing joyfully because of you, as one sings at festivals. From the Prophet Zephaniah

*******
Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but 

in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard 
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. From the Letter to the Philippians

*******
The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?” He said to them in reply, “Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who has none. And 

whoever has food should do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He answered them, “Stop 
collecting more than what is prescribed.” Soldiers also asked him, “And what is it that we should do?” He told them, “Do not practice extortion, do not falsely 
accuse anyone, and be satisfied with your wages.”

Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. John answered them all, saying, “I am bap-
tizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Exhorting them 
in many other ways, he preached good news to the people. From the Gospel of Luke



For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruis-
er. Runs, 125K miles, needs 
work. $750.00 obo. Text 
(618)-855-0912.

tfn

Use Seal N Heal® on dogs 
& cats to seal wounds with 
a bitter taste to prevent 
gnawing, allow healing. At 
SOUTHERN FS, (618)-833- 
6916 (www.fleabeacon.com)

1-3g

For Sale 
real 

eState
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
3 bedroom, 1 bath home 
on 1 acre, located outside of 
Mounds by the golf course. 
Asking price - $70,000. Call 
or text (618)-306-1565.

tfn

For rent
FOR RENT: 4 bedroom, 
2-story farm house in Villa 
Ridge, Illinois. No inside pets. 
First, last month's rent, plus 
deposit. Call (573)-382-1307.

42gp tfn
 

Help 
Wanted

The United States Postal 
Service is accepting 

applications for 
 

 RURAL CARRIER 
ASSOCIATE

($19.06 per hour)
for the ANNA IL, and CAI-

RO IL Post Office

Apply online today
  at 

http://www.usps.com/
careers

• Select Apply Now
• Select Illinois for the 

location and type Anna or 
Cairo in keywords.
• Select “RURAL 

CARRIER ASSOCIATE 
(RCA)” for Anna IL or 

Cairo IL
• Set up your Profile and 

Apply.

• ATTENTION 
CURRENT 

EMPLOYEES:  
Noncareer employees who 

wish to apply must use their 
existing external eCareer pro-
file or create a new external 
profile, apply, and follow 
instructions for testing or 
attaching previous test scores.  

• ATTENTION!  We will 
communicate with you by 
email concerning your appli-
cation, so it is very important 
that you are able to receive 
our messages. Please add the 
following email addresses to 
your contact list right away 
to allow correspondence, 
especially if you use SPAM 
blocking software, use a ya-
hoo account, or use a work or 
military email address!

• ecareerworkflow@
usps.gov

• usps_support@
panpowered.com

• USPSeServices@
geninfo.com

49p-5g

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for full and part-time Custodi-
ans for Shawnee Community 

College in Ullin. Apply at 
Main Campus front desk. 
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext. 
3436.

51gpc tfn

HELP WANTED: Full-Time 
Fiscal Manager/Support 
Services Coordinator avail-
able at Community Mental 
Health Center.  Must have a 
minimum of a Bachelor De-
gree in finance/accounting/or 
significant fiscal management 
experience. Qualifications: 
Knowledge of general finan-
cial principles and experience 
in budget development, mon-
itoring/justification, state and 
federal grant budget experi-
ence.  Experience with payroll 
processing programs such as 
Specialized Data Systems 
(SDS).  Possess tech-savvi-
ness with Microsoft Office, 
Excel, and other computer 
programs relevant to daily 
fiscal operations, 3-6 years 
of supervisory/team manage-
ment, leadership, and collabo-
ration experience.  Must have 
excellent organizational skills/
communication/operational 
attention-to-detail.

Pay:  $50,000.00 per 
year or commensurate with 
experience.  Send resume 
and 3 references letters to:  
Assistant Fiscal Manager, 
PO Box 548, Anna, IL 62906 
or send an email to uccs@
uccsinc.org EOE.

52-2gp
 

HELP WANTED: Full-time 
Adult Outpatient Counselor/
Therapist available at Com-
munity Mental Health Center.  
Must have a minimum of a 
Bachelor Degree in a social 
services field.  Duties: provide 
mental health services such 
as assessment, counseling/
therapy, case management, 
advocacy to adult clients and 
document services in the agen-
cy’s electronic health records 
system.  The Adult Outpatient 
Counselor/Therapist will also 
participate in the agency’s 
crisis on-call rotation.   

P a y :  $ 2 9 , 2 5 0 . 0 0 -
$36,000.00 per year.  Send 
resume and 3 references 
letters to:  Assistant Fiscal 
Manager, PO Box 548, Anna, 
IL  62906 or send an email to 
uccs@uccsinc.org EOE.

52-2gp
 

HELP WANTED: Full-time 
and Part-time Shifts Living 
Skills Tech. position avail-
able at Union County Coun-
seling’s residential program.  
Must be 21 years of age, have 
a valid driver’s license and 
auto insurance. Must be able 
to pass multiple background 
checks and drug test.  Duties 
include but are not limited 
to:  some case management, 
teaching clients daily living 
skills, documenting services 
provided in an electronic 
health records system. This 
position also requires appli-
cant to be able to climb stairs.  

Pay:  Hourly, starting at 
-$13.00/hr.  $14.00 after 90 
days. Send resume and 3 
references letters to:  Assis-
tant Fiscal Manager, PO Box 
548, Anna, IL  62906 or send 
an email to info@uccsinc.
org  EOE.

52-2gp 
 

HELP WANTED: Full-time 
Child & Adolescent Coun-
selor/Therapist available at 
Community Mental Health 
Center.  Must have a mini-
mum of a Bachelor Degree 
in a social services field.  
Duties: provide mental health 
services such as assessment, 
counseling, therapy, case 
management, and advocacy 
to child and adolescent cli-
ents, and document services 
in the agency’s electronic 
health records system.  The 
Child & Adolescent Coun-
selor/Therapist will also 
participate in the agency’s 
crisis on-call rotation.   

Pay :   $29 ,250 .00 -
$36,000.00 per year.  Send 
resume and 3 references 
letters to:  Assistant Fiscal 
Manager, PO Box 548, Anna, 
IL  62906 or send an email to 
uccs@uccsinc.org EOE.

52-2gp  

Wanted
ARROWHEADS! Amateur 
Archeologist is obsessed with 
the hobby. I am building a 
museum of artifacts from 
Missouri & Illinois, and would 
like to buy individual finds 
or whole collections. ALSO, 
looking for sites to buy or lease 
that have a lot of "flint". Happy 
to answer any questions! Call 
Sean, (314)-608-2692.

52p-1g tfn

Yard    
Sale

CHRISTMAS SHOP: 117 
S. Appleknocker, Cobden. 
Weekends - November 6 
through December 18. Sat-
urdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Sundays, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Small trees, wreaths, Dept. 
56. Historical Society, (618)-
893-2865.

46p-1gc

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

GROSS BUSTERS 
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

• House Washing
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning
• Deck Staining
CALL TODAY!
(618)-697-5968

Grossbustersil.com
27p-3gc

BENJAMIN Professional 
Services:

• Underbrush Clearing
• Fence Row Clearing

• Hedge Trimming
• Fallen Tree Removal
For a Free Estimate,
Call (618)-499-9091

50g-1pc

puBlic 
notice
TAX DEED NO. 

19-TX-1(14)
FILED 11-24-21

ROBERT LAWRENCE, 
LINA LAWRENCE, 

FARMER STATE BANK 
OF ALTO PASS, 

ILL DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE, 

UNION COUNTY 
CLERK, 

CACHE LLC, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 

OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED, 

AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS

PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR 

DELINQUENT TAXES

Notice of filing of Petition 
for Tax Deed on the following 
property:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
AND/OR PROPERTY IN-
DEX NUMBER 04-30-02-
668-S30 T11 R1W N PT S 
PT SW NE 70.5'X50' 

ON March 23, 2022, AT 
9 A.M., Petitioner intends to 
make application for TAX 
DEED. Real Estate was sold 
on March 13, 2019 for gen-
eral taxes of 2017. Period of 
Redemption expires March 
13, 2022, at 4 p.m.

Bobby Farmer
51-1gpc

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT

FIRST JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN ILLINOIS

UNION COUNTY

In the Matter of the 
Estate of:

MERLE E. WALKER, 
Deceased

No. 2021-P-47

CLAIM NOTICE

      Notice is given of the 
death of Merle E. Walker.  
Letters of Office were issued 
on November 15, 2021 to 
Marjorie Ann Rendleman, 
1940 State Pond Road, Jones-
boro, IL 62952, Executor, and 
whose attorney of record is 
Arbeiter Law Offices, 1019 
State Street, P.O. Box 367, 
Chester, Illinois 62233.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Union County Courthouse, 
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both 
on or before June 2, 2022, or 
three months from the date 
of mailing or delivery of this 
Notice to creditors, whichever 
is later, and any claim not filed 
on or before said date is void.

Within ten days after 
filing of the Claim with the 
Clerk, the claimant shall 
cause a copy of the Claim to 
be mailed or delivered to the 
representatives of the estate 
and to the representative’s 
attorney of record.

Dated: November 15, 2021

Marjorie Ann Rendleman, 
Executor

   
By: Arbeiter Law Offices 

Attorneys
51-1g

ASSUMED BUSINESS 
NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given pur-
suant to "An Act in relation to 
the use of an Assumed Name 
in the conduct or Transaction 
of Business in the State," as 
Amended that a certification 
was filed by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of 
Union County. Filed this 2nd 
day of December, 2021, under 
the Assumed Name of Young's 
Landing with the place of 
business located at 104 Young 
Avenue,  Anna, Illinois 62906, 
and that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Samuel Young
P.O. Box 21

Anna, IL 62906

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

52-2gc 

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

Ruby Poole,
Plaintiff

and
Brian Henson

Defendant.
No. 2021-OP-27

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Brian 
Henson, Defendant, that this 
cause has been commenced 
against you in this Court 
asking for Order of Protection 
and other relief.

Unless you file your re-
sponse or otherwise file your 
appearance in this cause in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk of 
Union County, Courthouse, 
Jonesboro, Illinois, on or 
before the 25th day of Janu-
ary, 2022, at 10:30 a.m. and 
other relief may be granted 
as prayed for by the Plaintiff.

Keri E. Clark
CIRCUIT CLERK

52-2gc

Public Notice 
 
 Notice is hereby given 
that Cairo Community Unit 
School District #1 (“District”), 
at 4201 Sycamore St, Cairo, 
IL 62914, is requesting inno-
vative solutions and proposals 
from qualified providers to 
address energy conservation 
and savings measures at the 
District’s facilities through 
a guaranteed energy savings 
contract under 105 ILCS 
5119b-1 et seq.  The Request 
for Proposals (“RFP”) is avail-
able for download 12/10/21 
here https://www.illinois.
gov/cdb/procurement/escos/
Pages/default.aspx.  

Proposals shall be received 
at the District no later than 8am 
(CST), on 1/10/22 at which 

time no further proposals will 
be accepted.  Direct questions 
and inquiries exactly as speci-
fied in the RFP.  The evaluation 
criteria are detailed in the RFP.  
By order of the District. 

52p-1g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE CLEAR CREEK 
LEVEE AND DRAIN-

AGE DISTRICT
(no number assigned)

NOTICE

The Commissioners of 
the Clear Creek Levee and 
Drainage District have filed 
in my office on November 
12, 2021, their Annual Report 
showing the amount of mon-
ies collected by the District 
since the last report and the 
manner in which the funds 
have been expended.

Any owner of land within 
the District may file an ob-
jection to the report with the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 West Market Street, 
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952, on 
or before December 30, 2021.
If any objections are filed 
within the time prescribed, 
the Court shall set a hearing 
at a time not later than four 
(4) weeks after the date of 
the filing of the report.  If 
no objection to the report is 
filed, the Court may approve 
the report without a hearing.

Dated this 23rd day of 
November, 2021.

KERI E. CLARK
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Union County, Illinois
1g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE PRESTON LEVEE 

AND DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT

(no number assigned)

NOTICE

The Commissioners of the 
Preston Levee and Drainage 
District have filed in my office 
on November 12, 2021, their 
Annual Report showing the 
amount of monies collected 
by the District since the last 
report and the manner in which 
the funds have been expended.

Any owner of land within 
the District may file an ob-
jection to the report with the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 West Market Street, 
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952, on 
or before December 30, 2021.

If any objections are filed 
within the time prescribed, 
the Court shall set a hearing 

at a time not later than four 
(4) weeks after the date of 
the filing of the report.  If 
no objection to the report is 
filed, the Court may approve 
the report without a hearing.

Dated this 23rd day of 
November, 2021.

KERI E. CLARK
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Union County, Illinois
1g

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Board of Education of 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School District #81 
will hold a Public Hearing 
at 5:45 p.m. on Monday, 
January 10, 2022 in the Dis-
trict Office, 608 S. Main St., 
Anna, Illinois 62906 for the 
purpose of hearing testimony 
concerning the application for 
a waiver/modification to the 
Illinois School Code which 
would permit the District 
to charge less than 110% of 
the per capita tuition charge 
for non-resident children of 
full time employees of the 
District.

1g

ASSUMED BUSINESS 
NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 30th day of November, 
2021, under the Assumed 
Name of Jenny's Coffee Shop 
with the place of business 
located at 2635 Old Highway 
51 N., Cobden, Illinois 62920, 
and that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Jennifer Bucio
320 Baker Hill Road

Cobden, IL 62920

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

1-3gc 

BID NOTICE

The Saint John's Cemetery 
Board will be accepting bids 
for mowing and weedeat-
ing the cemetery property 
for 2022, until January 12, 
2022. Season runs from April 
1 through October 2022. 
Cemetery needs to be mowed 
as needed, weedeat around 
stones and clean grass off 
of stones.

Please send bids to John 
Mowery, 880 Sweet Potato 
Road, Dongola, IL 62926. If 
you have any questions, call 
(618)-559-3357.

1gp 

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

Dongola Public library District
annual rePort of receiPts anD Disbursements
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021

receiPts:
Real Estate Taxes  $38.092
Fines and Fees $118
Grants $3,861
E-Rate Grants $3,229
Miscellaneous  $173
Donations $136
Interest $146
total receiPts $45,755

Disbursements:
Salaries Under $25,000 $18,887
Advertising $482
Insurance $1,923
Library Materials $3,304
Library Supplies $1,634
Repairs/Maintenance $2,119
Memberships/Dues $1,385
Utilities $4,260
Taxes $1,457
Small Equipment $476
Large Equipment $325
Legal and Accounting $1,692
Postage $147
Programs $314
Banking $25

Disbursements to venDors  $2,500 or more
Clearwave Communications $3,418

total Disbursements $41,848

Prepared and Certified by: ________________________
 Carol Reeves, Treasurer
 Dongola Public Library District 1G
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City of Jonesboro
Annual Treasurer's Report

Fiscal Year Ending April 30, 2021

City of Jonesboro
Annual Treasurer's Report

Fiscal Year Ending April 30, 2021

,

;

1G

City of Jonesboro
Annual Treasurer's Report

Fiscal Year Ending April 30, 2021

Manger scene
Lauryn and Katie Stegle placed nativity 

figures in a manger scene at Mt. Moriah 
Lutheran Church in Anna. Photo by Serena 
Hasty.

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church
in midst of Advent season

I t  is  Advent season 
at Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church in Anna. There 
have been “watching” and 
“waiting” services each 
Wednesday evening, alter-
nately at Mt. Moriah and 
Salem Lutheran Church in 
Jonesboro. The last Advent 
service is planned at Salem 
on Dec. 22, with supper 
at 6 p.m. and devotions at 
7 p.m.

The halls were recent-
ly “hung” with greens 
and banners, and the trees 
were fitted with chrismons, 
angels and stars.  Antic-
ipation of the promised 
Christ Child at Christmas 
is growing.

Christmas Eve with a 
candlelight service and 
Holy Communion is at Mt. 
Moriah at 5:30 p.m. and at 
Salem at 7 p.m.

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Dec. 12, the 
morning service featured 
guest speaker Bob Burnett, 
executive director of the 
Clear Creek Baptist Asso-
ciation.

He brought a Christmas 
message which focused on 
scripture from the second 
chapter of Luke in the New 
Testament.

Music director Dee Rose 
led the worship. Debbie York 
was the pianist.

The Celebration Choir 
presented a selection of mu-
sic from the choir’s recent 
cantata, which was presented 
as a Gift to the Community 
last Friday and Saturday 
nights.

Appreciation was voiced 
to all who participated in 
the cantata, to the committee 
that made and served the 
meal and those who deco-
rated the church.

During the morning ser-
vice, Maddie Wilkins, Kin-
ley Shadowens, Evelyn Os-
man and Erin Henson were 
baptized.

Men’s Bible study was 
planned Monday night, Dec. 
13.

The Dig-In children’s 
program Christmas party 
and youth group meeting 
were planned Wednesday 

evening, Dec. 15. 
Bible study was planned 

Wednesday evening, Dec. 
15.

Birthdays: Lee Massey, 
Dec. 12; Sue Rendleman, 
Dec. 13; Lucile Eastwood, 
Dec. 14; Ervina Johnson, 
Dec. 15. 

Currently,  the regu-
lar schedule for worship 
at Jonesboro First Baptist 
Church includes Sunday 
School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing worship at 10 a.m. and 
Sunday evening worship at 
6 p.m. 

The Dig-In children’s pro-
gram and youth group meet-
ings are planned from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Wednesdays.

Prayer and Bible study 
are scheduled at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday.

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Maxine and Fred Pend-
er of Fair City attended 
the Christmas program at 
Egyptian School where 
their great-grandchildren, 
Chesleigh and Slayton 
Miller, children of Josh and 
Heather Miller of Tamms, 
were participants.

Shirley Miller of Mc-
Clure visited Thursday with 
Ermadell Elkins at Union 
County Nursing Home.

Happy birthday to Shir-
ley Miller on Sunday, Dec. 
19.

Ginger Welker of Per-
ryville, Mo., visited Sat-
urday with Sue and Steve 
Eudy of Anna.

Reynoldsville Mission-
ary Baptist Church had their 
Thanksgiving-Christmas 
dinner at Cracker Barrel in 
Cape Girardeau on Sunday 
night, Dec. 12. Those at-
tending were the Rev. Jamie 
and Maria Bridgeman and 

Clayton of Cape Girardeau, 
Vera Garrett of Jonesboro, 
Penny and Kerry Hill and 
Shirley Miller, all of Mc-
Clure and Sue and Steve 
Eudy of Anna.

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday evening worship 
service is at 6 p.m. Rev. 
Jamie Bridgeman is the 
pastor. 

Check out 
The Gazette-

Democrat 
on line at 

annanews.com
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Obituaries
Bobby Hoyle

Bobby Hoyle, 57, of Her-
rin, died Saturday, Dec. 11, 
2021, at his home, surround-
ed by his family. 

Funeral services were at 
1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 15, 
at Riggin-Pillatsch & Burke 
Funeral Home in Carterville, 
with Pastor Jared Sparks 
officiating. Burial was in 
Egyptian Memorial Gardens 
in Energy. 

The preferred form of 
remembrance is memori-
al contributions made to a 
College Fund for Levi and Jeremiah Hoyle, payable to 
Susan Hoyle. 

Mr. Hoyle was born on Nov. 4, 1964, in Anna, the son 
of Cynthia K. Hoyle. 

He married Susan Moore on Sept. 26, 2007, in Marion. 
He is survived by his wife, Susan Hoyle of Herrin; chil-

dren Dakota Treece, Britany Treece (Dalton Rothchild), 
Jeremiah Hoyle and Levi Hoyle; grandchildren Cosmo 
Rothchild and Clara Rothchild; two sisters; many aunts, 
uncles and cousins; and many dear friends. 

Mr. Hoyle was preceded in death by his mother and by 
his beloved granny, Leota Swafford.

He worked at Herrin Hospital as a certified occupational 
therapy assistant in the Acute Rehabilitation Center for 
20 years.

Mr. Hoyle was an avid outdoorsman who enjoyed 
hiking and hunting for deer and turkey. He also loved 
spending time with his family.  

He had a talent for music and sang as well as played 
the guitar. He was a member of the band Reunion for 
over 13 years, as well as a member of the Praise band at 
Hope Church for many years. He was able to lead others 
to Christ through his own faith. 

For more information, visit rigginpillatschburkefh.com.

Susan Marie Gilley
Susan Marie Gilley, 79, of 

Mounds, died at 3:10 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 2, 2021, at 
her home, surrounded by her 
family.

She was born on Nov. 23, 
1942, in Aurora, the daughter 
of Virgil Marion and Lois 
Irene Schindler Stout. 

She married Bobby Ray 
Gilley on Aug. 23, 1963. 
He preceded her in death on 
June 16, 2012.

She worked at Thor Power 
Tool for 14 years as a ma-
chinist. She was very proud of what she accomplished 
in this role. 

She retired to Mounds, to be near her father. She kept 
busy by working for BA Automotive in Paducah as a 
secretary for 12 years. 

She was a very accomplished bowler. She was in sev-
eral leagues and it became her passion. She also enjoyed 
crocheting and playing games with her family.

She is survived by her daughters, Kim (David) Gil-
ley-Eberly, Debi Gilley-King and Beth Gilley-Rose; six 
grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; siblings Lois 
(Stan) Merema, Karen (Roy) Rodriguez, Richard (Marga-
ret) Stout, William (Robyn) Stout and Sandra Anderson.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Virgil Marion 
and Lois Irene Stout; her husband, Bobby Ray Gilley; a 
brother and a sister-in-law, James (Anita) Stout.

Cremation rites have been accorded. A private memo-
rial service, held by immediate family, will take place at 

a later date.
Crain Funeral Home in Cairo is in 

charge of arrangements.

Judy Dale Gunn
Judy Dale Gunn, 77, of Cobden, died Monday, Dec. 13, 

at the Anna Rehabilitation and Nursing Center.
Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman & 

Hileman Funeral Home in Cobden.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Cobden is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mary Light
Mary Light, 78, of Dongola, died Tuesday, Dec. 14, 

at her home.
Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman & 

Hileman Funeral Home in Anna.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Eugene King
Eugene King, 84, of Jonesboro, died Saturday, Dec. 4, 

2021, at Union County Hospital in Anna.
He was born on Dec. 22, 1936, in Alto Pass, the son of 

Milton and Lorene Lyerla King. 
He married Esther Burnett at Bald Knob Cross on May 

9, 2010.
Mr. King is survived by his wife, Esther King of Jones-

boro; his children, Jackie Burnett and Ellen Blankenship; 
his grandchildren, Brittney and Jackie Burnett Jr. and 
Jessie and Rene Nunez; local great-grandchildren Zackary, 
Noah and Elijah Davis and many more; one sister Essie 
Loucks; numerous nieces, nephews and other relatives. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a son, Jessie 
Burnett; a grandson, Scaun Burnett; and two brothers, 
Gaylon and Albert King.

Mr. King was a loving husband, father and grandfather. 
He enjoyed playing his guitar, fishing, hunting and digging 
ginseng. He was a member of the First Assembly of God 
Church in Wolf Lake. 

There will be no public services at this time. Rendleman 
& Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

To visit his memorial page and to leave online condo-
lences for his family, visit the Rendle-
man & Hileman Funeral Home website 
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Dudley Kesler
Dudley Kesler, 66, of Don-

gola, died Sunday, Dec. 12, 
2021, at Saint Francis Medi-
cal Center in Cape Girardeau. 

He was born on March 14, 
1955, in Cairo, the son of El-
lis and Clara Harmon Kesler.

He married Kimberly 
Maze on July 21, 1979. She 
survives. 

Mr. Kesler retired from the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons as 
a safety manager. He then 
worked for Creative Correc-
tions doing inspections for 
ICE. He was well known and respected for his work. He 
was an avid hunter and loved fishing.  

Survivors include his wife, Kim; a daughter, Lindsey 
(Jeffrey II) Stout; a son, Scott Kesler; a grandson, Jeffrey 
Stout III; his father, Ellis Kesler; and several other rela-
tives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his mother, Clara Kesler. 
Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 15, 

at Crain Funeral Home in Dongola, with Brent Miller 
officiating. Interment was  in  St. John’s Cemetery near 
Dongola. 

To view the obituary or to leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.crainsonline.
com.

Horace Esau (Bucky) 
Echols Jr. 

Horace Esau (Bucky) 
Echols Jr., 95, of Anna, died 
Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021, at 
the Illinois Veterans Home 
in Anna. 

Mr. Echols was born on 
Jan. 17, 1926, in Ullin, the 
son of Horace Esau and Ruth 
(Crippen) Echols.

He married Eleanora Ellis 
on Aug. 21, 1971.

Mr. Echols was an office 
manager and superintendent 
of the Columbia Quarry in 
Ullin for many years. He was 
a member of the Anna Heights Baptist Church. 

He was an infantry soldier in the U.S. Army. He served 
with the 3rd, 36th and 63rd Infantry Divisions during World 
War II as a wire chief/ combat infantry soldier. He was award-
ed the World War II Victory Medal, the European-African 
Middle Eastern Theatre Ribbon with three Battle Stars, the 
French Crox DeGuerre Award, the Good Conduct Medal 
and the Army of Occupation Medal with Germany Clasp. 

Survivors include his wife, Eleanora; two sons, Kendall 
(Charlotte) Echols and Mike (Venita) Maples; two daugh-
ters, Vicky (Rick) Duke and LaDonna (Michael Haack) 
Slayter; a sister, Wanda Watkins; eight grandchildren; 
nine great-grandchildren; and several nieces, nephews, 
cousins and other relatives. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; three brothers, 
Bill, Vaughn and Maurice Echols; and two sisters, Vesta 
Marks and Juanita Holderfield.

Funeral services immediately followed visitation, which 
was from 10 a.m. to noon Friday, Dec. 10, at Crain Funeral 
Home in Anna. The Rev. Darryl Williams officiated. Inter-
ment took place after the service at McGinnis Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to Anna Heights Baptist Church 
in Anna.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge 
of arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Sandy Judkins
Sandy Judkins, 63, of 

Anna, died Tuesday, Dec. 7, 
2021, at Kindred Hospital in 
St. Louis.

She was born on April 30, 
1958, the daughter of Max 
and Mayme Pearl Ryker 
Schaeffer. She was a loving 
mother and grandmother.

Survivors include her 
son, Zachary (Kelli Smith) 
Judkins; a daughter, Man-
di (Robert) Shepard; five 
granddaughters, Zena Jud-
kins, Rae Smith-Judkins, 
Jayda Shepard, Reaslyn 
Shepard and Jersey Shepard; and several other relatives 
and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Max and 
Mayme; a son, Arlis Ray Judkins; and a brother, Steven 
Schaeffer.

Cremation rites will be accorded. No services will be 
held at this time.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro is in charge 
of arrangements.

To view the full obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Obituaries Online at
annanews.com
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Conditional Flower Fund created for Casper Cemetery
A Conditional Flower Fund 

has been created to provide for 
the decoration of graves at the 
Casper Cemetery in Union 
County.

The cemetery is located off 
of old U.S. Route 51, between 
Anna and Cobden.

The following information 
about the Conditional Flower 
Fund is being shared with the 
community: 

PARAGRAPH I
CASPER CHURCH 

FLOWER FUND
601 Pleasant Ln Jones-

boro
PARAGRAPH II
Conditional Flower Fund
To anyone who has loved 

ones buried at the Casper 
Cemetery and would like to 
donate to the Flower Fund, 
here is some more informa-
tion about it.

A. Irrevocability. This 
fund is permanent and shall 
not be changed by the board.

B. Subsequent Additions 
to the Trust. Any person 
may, at any time or from time 
to time, either by gift or by 
will, assign, setover, give, 
bequeath, or devise other and 
further property to the board 
to be added to and become a 
part of the Conditional Flower 
Fund hereby created; pro-
vided, however, that no such 

transfer, assignment, gift, 
bequest, or devise, shall be 
effective unless and until it 
shall be accepted in writing 
by the board.

C. Goal of Maximum Re-
turn on Funds: The primary 
reason for establishment of 
this Conditional Flower Fund 
is to allow for donations to be 
made to the Casper Church 
and Cemetery Association 
for the purpose of decoration 
the graves of Veterans buried 
there, family members of the 
donors, as well as all other 
graves, as funds allow to that 
end the funds will be invested 
in financials instruments that 
will maximize the return to the 
Casper Church and Cemetery 
Association, and not be limit-
ed to financial instruments that 
are held with very minimal 
returns. The committee, here-
inafter established, is hereby 
required to seek out invest-
ments of the principal that 
anticipate the highest return 
reasonably possible without 
risking the principal. 

PARAGRAPH III 
Administration and Dis-

tribution 
A. Purpose. The purpose of 

the Conditional Flower Fund 
created herein is to provide 
for the perpetuation of then 
decoration of the graves of 

Veterans, primarily, then fami-
ly members of the donors, and 
then all other graves that have 
not been attended by other, as 
funds allow. 

B. Meetings: The commit-
tee shall meet at least annually 
in January subsequent to re-
ceiving the annual statement 
from Edward Jones or any 
replacement investment bro-
kerage firm, to determine the 
funds available for decorating 
graves, said amount shall not 
exceed three (3) percent of the 
total amount. 

C. Distribution of In-
come and Principal. Any 
distribution from this specified 
investment fund shall be from 
the income derived therefrom, 
limited to three (3%) of the 
total fund balance, and use 
shall be limited to the annual 
decoration of the graves of 
Veterans buried there, 54 
relatives of the donors, and 
then other disregarded graves 
as funds permit. A committee 
made of (3) members shall 
control the decisions related 
to withdrawal and usage of 
these funds under the condi-
tions stated herein. The initial 
committee members shall be 
appointed by RON GAR-
NER, and namely: SCOTT 
ABERNATHY, BEVER-
LY TWEEDY and CHRIS 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 16, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams (5:30) TBA Young Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “Magic Mike
XXL”

“Fi nal Anal y sis”
(‘92)

“Sil ver Lin ings”
(‘12):30 Pre-Game Col lege Foot ball 

(HD)
Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Sta tion 19 (HD) Young Thurs day Night
Foot ball Kan sas
City Chiefs at
Los An geles
Charg ers (Live)

Women of Worth
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Mu sic Box
“Juice WRLD:
Into the Abyss”
(HD)

“The Book of
Eli” (‘10) A no -
mad and a book.

aac
“Queenpins”
(‘21) Coun ter feit
scam. (HD)

:30 The United Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

Ghosts “Dolly Parton’s
Coat of Many
Col ors” (‘15)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie

:30 B Pos i tive Bang (HD) Jessie

9 PM (:01) Big Sky
(HD)

Bull Izzy’s best
friend.

Bang (HD) “Movie” Big City Land scaper (:59) “12 Mon -
keys” (‘96)
Past’s vi rus
sought.

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 SportsCenter

with Scott (HD)
Bang (HD) Big City Suc ces sion “All

the Bells Say”10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Last O.G. Unsittable DESUS &

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Lo cal (:35) To night
(HD)

Young Syd ney The Best (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Ra ven The For ever Pris -
oner

aa “Max
Payne” (‘08):30 Night line Corden Late Night Fron tal “Movie” Ra ven DESUS &

FRIDAY DECEMBER 17, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (HD) (:03) “Black
Pan ther” (‘18)
Af ri can king is
chal lenged by a
ri val. (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

(5:20) “Movie” (:05) Suc ces sion
(HD)

“The X-Files”
(‘98)

(4:00) “Ca sino”
(‘95):30 (:45) NBA Bas -

ket ball (HD)7 PM Shark Tank (HD) #AtHome (HD) WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

“Sing” Ko ala
pro duces sing -
ing com pe ti tion.

Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D “The In cred i ble 
Burt
Wonderstone”
(‘13)

“Dom ino” (‘05,
Drama) Bounty
hunter. (HD)

“Roll ing Like
Thun der” (‘21):30 Unsittable

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

#AtHome (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Owl House

:30 (:40) De scen dant
(HD)

“Zola” (‘21) Trip 
to Florida. (HD)9 PM Blue Bloods

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC (:05) NBA Bas -
ket ball (HD)

Claws (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

How To (:09) “As sas -
sins” (‘95) A hit
man fights an -
other killer. (HD)

:30 BUNK’D TBA (HD)

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Bur gers Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D How To “Amer i can
Honey” (‘16)
Mag a zine sales -
men.

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Bur gers Syd ney TBA (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams (:10) B/R Gam ing
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable Mu sic Box (HD)

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Sports Unsittable “Fa tal”

THURSDAY
7:31pm

CBS The United States of Al “Mo /
Masoud” Al tries to help his sis ter get into
Amer ica by find ing a suit able Afghan Amer i can 
bach e lor to marry her; Riley and Freddy play a
heated game of bowl ing. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
ABC Grey’s Anat omy “It Came Upon a Mid -
night Clear” The doc tors en joy the hol i day
sea son; Ham il ton and Meredith reach a mile -
stone event on their pro ject; Link hopes for
fam ily time with Amelia and Scout. TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

NBC Sing aaa (2016, Com edy) Mat thew
McConaughey, Reese Witherspoon. Buster
Moon, a ko ala, faces the crum bling of his life
am bi tion, his once-grand the ater, so he de -
cides that, to save it, he will pro duce a sing ing
com pe ti tion. PG TV G

8:15pm
DISN The Owl House A con fi dent teen age
girl ac ci den tally dis cov ers a por tal that takes
her into a mag i cal realm, where she makes two 
new friends and as pires to be come a witch.
TVY7 (HD)

8:00pm
SHOW The Last Black Man in San Fran -
cisco aaac (2019, Drama) Jimmie Fails,
Jon a than Ma jors. A man as pires to re claim the 
Vic to rian home his grand fa ther built, and as
his best friend joins him on this quest to find
be long ing in a rap idly-chang ing city. R (HD)

8:50pm
HBO Godzilla vs. Kong aaa (2021, Ac tion)
Mil lie Bobby Brown, Al ex an der Skarsgård. As
Kong and his pro tec tors em bark on a jour ney
to find his true home, the beast is forced to
face off against the mighty Godzilla. PG-13
(HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY DECEMBER 18, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Col lege Bas ket -
ball

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

“Black Pan ther”
(‘18)

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

(5:20) “Movie” (5:00) “Super 8"
(‘11)

“Amityville” (‘79) 
(HD)

(5:45) “The But -
ler” (‘13) Pres i -
den tial but ler.:30 Col lege Foot ball 

“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)7 PM The Equal izer

(HD)
PBC Fight Night
(Live)

The Wall (HD) Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City To Be An -
nounced (HD)

aac “The
Amityville Hor -
ror” (‘05):30 Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM 48 Hours (HD) Date line NBC Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City “The Last
Black Man in
San” A man’s
quest.

:30 Bang (HD) Big City (:50) “Godzilla
vs. Kong” (‘21)
Beasts fight.

aa “Re pen -
tance” Trou bled 
man.9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
Score board Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.

(HD)
Big City

:30 Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

I Can See Your
Voice

Lo cal Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Owl House (:07) “In the
Heat of the
Night” (‘67,
Drama)

“Get Rich or
Die Tryin’”
Drug-dealer’s
rap.

:30 Sat. Night Live
Sketch com edy.

Bang (HD) Owl House (:45) Land scap -
ers11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams B/R Gam ing

(HD)
Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Jessie

:30 Jessie Suc ces sion

THURSDAY

MONDAY DECEMBER 20, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Mon day Count -
down

Dad (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City (5:47) “The Lit -
tle Things” (‘21) 
Se rial killer.

(4:50) “Dom ino”
(‘05)

“Roll ing Like”
(‘21):30 Lo cal Dad (HD) Big City

7 PM (:15) Mon day
Foot ball Min ne -
sota Vi kings at
Chi cago Bears
(Live)

One Last (HD) The Se crets of
Christ mas:
Santa’s se crets.

The Voice
Hope fuls
coached. (HD)

(:15) Mon day
Foot ball Min ne -
sota Vi kings at
Chi cago Bears
(Live) (HD)

Dad (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

Big City “Phan tom”
(‘13) Co vert mis -
sion.

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 Dad (HD) Big City

8 PM NCIS (HD) Dad (HD) Jessie Land scap ers
(HD)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Dad (HD) Jessie “Cinderella
Man” (‘05)
Boxer re gains
prize fight ing sta -
tus.

9 PM NCIS: Hawai’i
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or di nary Joe
(HD)

Dad (HD) Big City Re open ing Night Bil lions Axe’s
roots.:30 Dad (HD) Big City

10 PM (:15) Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Mon day Dad (HD) That’s My Jam
(HD)

Unsittable Yellowjackets
“Saints”:30 (:50) Jimmy

Kimmel Live
(HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Syd ney Land scaper

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Dad (HD) Man (HD) Ra ven In se cure “The X-Files”
(‘98)

VICE (HD)

:30 Corden Late Night NFL Re wind Dad (HD) Man (HD) Ra ven How To “List” (R)

TUESDAY DECEMBER 21, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Sports Bang (HD) “xXx: Re turn”
(‘17)

Big City (:20) Curb En thu -
si asm

aaa “Stop-
Loss” (‘08)

(5:35) “Gamer”
(‘09):30 Col lege Foot ball 

UTSA vs San
Diego State
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM The
Bachelorette
(HD)

FBI “Trig ger Ef -
fect”

Fan tasy Is land
Per fect Christ -
mas. (HD)

The Voice (HD) Bang (HD) WWE NXT “NXT 
651" (Live) (HD)

Jessie “Space Jam: A
New Leg acy”
(‘21, Fam ily)

“Ja son Goes to 
Hell: Fi nal”
(‘93)

aac “Rein -
deer Games”
(‘00) A ca sino
rob bery.

:30 Bang (HD) Jessie

8 PM Adele One Night 
Only Adele per -
forms. (HD)

La Brea Bang (HD) Jessie

:30 Bang (HD) Jessie aac “My
Bloody Val en -
tine” (‘09)9 PM (:01) The

Bachelorette
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

New Am ster dam
(HD)

Bang (HD) (:08) aac
“xXx: Re turn of 
Xander Cage”
(‘17)

Big City Real Sports
(HD)

Yellowjackets
“Saints”:30 Last O.G. Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. Unsittable Land scaper (:13) “Blood
Ties” (‘14,
Crime) Broth ers
clash.

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Syd ney (:50) Mur ders at
Starved Rock11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Young Law & Or der:

SVU
Ra ven “Scarface” (‘83)

(HD):30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Ra ven

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 22, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City How To “Man with Iron”
(‘12)

“The Last”

:30 Bang (HD) Big City “Won der
Woman 1984"
(‘20) Gal Gadot.
Foes face off.

“L.A. Con fi den -
tial” De tec tives
un cover a con -
spir acy. (R)7 PM Live in Front of a 

Stu dio (HD)
The Price Is Right 
at

The Masked
Singer (HD)

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Col lege Foot ball 
Mis souri vs
Army West Point
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D “Up in the Air”
(‘09) A busi ness
trav eler. (HD):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

8 PM Ken nedy Cen ter 
Hon ors Justino
Díaz. (HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie

:30 Home Bang (HD) Jessie

9 PM The Chase (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City In Sea son “Chas ing Papi”
(‘03)

“Django Un -
chained” (‘12) A 
slave sets out to 
res cue his wife.
(HD)

:30 Fron tal Big City In se cure

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fron tal Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable (:20) In Sea son “Re venge of
the Nerds II”
(‘87):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SC (HD) Dad (HD) Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

B/R Gam ing
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven (:10) The Slow
Hus tle:30 Night line Corden Late Night Ra ven “Lot tery”

SUNDAY
7:00pm

DISN The Nut cracker and the Four
Realms aac (2018, Fan tasy) Keira Knightley, 
Mac ken zie Foy. When a young girl fol lows a
golden thread to a price less key, she finds her -
self trans ported to a strange world, where she
must bring har mony to the realm. PG (HD)

9:00pm
CBS FBI: In ter na tional “Se crets As Weap -
ons” An Amer i can trans porter is killed when a
highly valu able cache of cryptocurrency is sto -
len dur ing de liv ery while the other flees for
safety. TV14 (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

FOX The Se crets of Christ mas: Re vealed
Ex perts and en thu si asts pur sue the most
closely guarded se crets of the Christ mas sea -
son, look ing at how Santa Claus pulls off his
most wonderous feat. (HD)

8:00pm
SHOW Bil lions “Beg, Bribe, Bully” Chuck re -
turns to his old col lege to pur sue an op por tu -
nity; a fam ily cri sis de lays Axe’s big ven ture;
Tay lor makes a risky move in or der to as sert
in de pend ence. TVMA (HD)

8:00pm
NBC La Brea A mas sive sink hole in Los An -
geles swal lows hun dreds of peo ple and build -
ings into its depths, and those be low find
them selves in a dan ger ous, pri me val land.

8:30pm
MAX My Bloody Val en tine aac (2009,
Thriller) Jensen Ackles, Jaime King. A man re -
turns to his home town on the 10-year an ni ver -
sary of a kill ing spree by a min ing-ac ci dent
sur vi vor, but soon he is sus pected of the
town’s mur ders. R

TUESDAY

7:00pm
ABC Live in Front of a Stu dio Au di ence:
‘The Facts of Life’ and ‘Diff’rent Strokes’
Ac tors Jennifer Aniston, Ga bri elle Un ion, John
Lithgow, Kevin Hart and oth ers take on sit com
roles from “The Facts of Life” and “Diff’rent
Strokes.” (HD)

8:00pm
CBS The 44th An nual Ken nedy Cen ter
Hon ors Mu si cian Justino Díaz, re cord ex ec u -
tive Berry Gordy, tele vi sion pro ducer Lorne
Mi chaels, ac tress Bette Midler and mu si cian
Joni Mitch ell re ceive their honors. (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY DECEMBER 19, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM “The Sound of
Mu sic” (‘65,
Mu si cal) Julie
An drews. A nov -
ice nun be -
comes a
gov ern ess.

60 Min utes (HD) NFL (Live) Foot ball Amer ica
(HD)

Wom Bball aaa “Star
Wars:” (‘19)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie aac
“R.I.P.D.” (‘13)
Of fi cers ar gue.

“Kill Bill: Vol. 1"
(‘03)

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 The OT Sports Mu sic

7 PM “Christ mas
Takes Flight”
Pi lot and CEO.

Simp sons Sun. Night Foot -
ball New Or -
leans Saints at
Tampa Bay Buc -
ca neers (Live)
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Tour na ment
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

“The Nut -
cracker Four”
(‘18) (HD)

“Kill Bill: Vol.
2" (‘04) Trail of
re venge. (HD)

VICE (HD)

:30 (:31) North Like That VICE (HD)

8 PM Bur gers NBA G League
“Teams TBA”
(Live)

Tour na ment
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

And Just Like
That..

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 Fam ily Guy Dis ney Hol i day

Magic9 PM FBI: In ter na -
tional

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

aaa “Star
Wars: The Rise 
of Skywalker”
(‘19) The Re sis -
tance. (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

In se cure (:17) “Max
Payne” (‘08)
Con spir acy
case. (HD)

Yellowjackets
“Saints”:30 Big City Curb Your

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City In se cure Dex ter: New
Blood:30 Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Big City Curb Your

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City In se cure aaa
“Adventureland”

Yellowjackets
“Saints”:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Big City Curb Your

MONDAY

Television Listings

TREECE. As time goes on, 
members shall be replaced 
with younger members to 
perpetuate this Conditional 
Flower Fund. 

D. Right to Withdraw. 
The board or its officers have 
no right to withdraw except as 
detailed in paragraphs A. or 
B. above. The only exception 
would be if there happened a 
disastrous type downturn in 
the stock market precipitating 
an analysis by the committee 

of the best course of action 
with the funds thereafter. 

PARAGRAPH IV 
POWERS OF COMMIT-

TEE 
A. Committee Powers. 

Except as otherwise provided 
herein, the committee shall 
have the following powers 
with respect to the Conditional 
Flower Fund held under this 
instrument, exercisable in the 
discretion of the committee: 

1. To retain for any period 

of time without limitation, and 
without liability for loss or de-
preciation in value, any prop-
erty transferred to the board 
for this conditional fund. 

If you would like to do-
nate to the Casper Cemetery 
Flower Fund, please make 
checks payable to: EDWARD 
JONES 

Mailing Address: Edward 
Jones, 1000 Leigh Ave., Ste 
C, Anna, Ill. 62906-2232 Attn: 
Tim McGrath. 

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A Sunday morning wor-

ship service was held Dec. 12 
in the church and on Zoom. 

Guest singers were the Re-
deemsmen, who ministered 
in music to Jesus.

The morning message  by 
Pastor Randy Wright was 
titled “The Joy that Only 
Christ Brings.” Scripture was 
from Luke.

The message can be found 
on the church’s website at 
annanaz.com and on the 
church’s Facebook page.

A Prime Time Christmas 
luncheon is planned at 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, today. The 
meal will be at noon. There 
is no need to bring anything. 
Soup/chili and sandwiches 

will be provided.
A grocery giveaway is 

planned from 10 a.m. until 
noon on Dec. 18 at the fel-
lowship hall.

An Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans ceremony is planned at 
11 a.m. Dec. 18 in the church.

The ceremony will feature 
a VFW honor guard posting 
and retrieving the colors, 
the Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School choir, 
Boy Scout Troop 44 leading 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
and guest speaker Phil Ray. 
Following the ceremony, 
wreaths can be placed at the 
cemetery on the graves of 
veterans.

Breakfast will be served at 

9 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 19.
Adult and children’s Sun-

day School is planned at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 19.

A morning worship ser-
vice is planned at 10:35 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 19, with special 
music provided by the chil-
dren of the church.

Quizzing is planned at 5 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19.

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on Dec. 22 in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom, with the youth 
group meeting and children’s 
Bible quizzing in the fellow-
ship hall. The pastor can be 
texted prior to the meeting for 
the Zoom password. 

A Christmas Eve candle-
light service with Commu-
nion is planned at 8 p.m. on 
Dec. 24.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthaannwebb@gmail.com to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Martha Ann Webb and Dori Bigler are proud 
to say every veteran that is buried in our Anna 
Cemetery will have an Honor Wreath for Veterans 
on their grave to honor their memory Dec. 18, 2021. 
Our ceremony for Anna and Jonesboro will be at the 
Anna Nazarene Church Dec. 18 at 11 a.m. then we 
will go to our cemeteries to lay the wreaths. Never 
forget to Honor, Respect and Teach.

Dough Boy Statue, 
Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans

The Dough Boy  in the 
Anna Cemetery was the 
first to be honored with an 
Honor Wreaths For Veter-
ans donated by Martha Ann 
Webb in Honor of GFWC 
Illinois Anna Jonesboro 
Women’s Club. 

Homer Hawk of the Anna 
American Legion secured 
the wreath to the Dough 
Boy monument. 

Homer was very sad to 
see that someone had taken 
the money that was left at 
the Dough Boy’s feet that 
has been there for approxi-
mately 10 years honoring 
our service people. 

When people visit the 
Dough Boy they sometimes 
lay coins at his feet. Shame 
on whom ever took this 
memorial money.

Our Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans service for Anna 
and Jonesboro will be this 
Saturday, Dec. 18, at 11 
a.m. at the Anna Nazarene 
Church led by Phil Ray of 
the Anna American Legion. 

After the ceremony Anna 
will go to Anna Cemetery to 
lay their wreaths and Jones-
boro will go to the Jones-
boro Cemetery to lay their 
wreaths that will be in boxes 
around the cemeteries. 

A special thanks to all 

A special thanks to Anna public works manager Gary Dahmer and Anna city 
employees for unloading the Honor Wreaths for Veterans from the Wreaths 
Across America semi and the driver for bringing them to our area from Maine.

who have donated an Honor 
Wreath for Veterans! Mar-
tha Ann Webb coordinator 
for Anna Cemetery and 
Liz Wilkins coordinator for 
Jonesboro Cemetery.

Honor Wreath Cer-
emony

Honor Wreath Ceremony 
Dec. 18, 11 a.m.  at Anna 
Nazarene Church for Anna 
and Jonesboro led by Phil 
Ray, Vietnam War veteran.

VFW honor guard post-
ing the colors commanded 
by Mark Haddick, with 
the posting accompanied 
by pianist Carla Anderson 
playing “The Battle Hymn 
of the Republic.”

Opening prayer by Phil 
Ray. National Anthem pre-
sented by Rachel Norton 
and the A-JCHS concert 
choir.

Pledge of Allegiance led 
by Boy Scout Troop 44. 
Message of Honor given by 
Phil Ray. 

Symbolic wreath laying 
presented by veterans. Mo-
ment of silent prayer honor-
ing all deceased veterans. 

Taps presented by bugler 
Rachel Norton. Retriev-
ing the colors VFW honor 
guard. Closing prayer Phil 
Ray. 

After the ceremony Anna 
will go to Anna  Cemetery 
and Jonesboro will go to 
Jonesboro Cemetery to lay 
their Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans. 

Rhymer News
Willie and Terrie Rhymer 

attended a birthday party in 
Vienna for their great-great-
nephew Paxton on Saturday 
Dec. 5. Paxton turned 1year 
old. His party theme was 
Baby Shark.

Willie and Terrie Rhymer 
traveled to Graves County 
High School on Saturday, 
Dec. 5, to watch the AJ 
Lady Wildcats play bas-
ketball.  This was the last 
high school game their 
granddaughter Ruby Yates 
will be able to play in due to 
her upcoming knee surgery. 
Please keep her in your 
prayers.

Wedding Congratula-
tions 

Janna Harner and Jacob 
Myers were married Satur-

Mary Sue Treece celebrated her 90th birthday on Nov. 13, with a dinner at 
the home of Pat and Debbie (Pribble) Hudgens in Anna. Mary Sue’s daughter 
and son-in-law, Carole and John Scaggs from Springfield,  were also there to 
celebrate. The following day, Mary Sue was honored by her Sunday School 
class with cake and ice cream before the lesson. Mary Sue would like to thank 
everyone for all the beautiful cards, the many phone calls, visits, and all the 
love shown to her. She feels so very blessed.

Marie Samuel invites everyone to drive by the 
Campus of John A. Logan College Carterville.

Shown here with her December mixed media 
and fibers window exhibit at Little Egypt Art Center 
in downtown Marion is Marie Samuel. The display 
“Vanishing Prairie & Forests Wildlife Habitats” 
features art and art quilts with endangered 
animals such as bear, elk, deer, wolves and eagles. 
References to a need for conservation of earth’s 
resources and tributes to Native Americans are 
shown in the window display that can be seen at 
any time through Dec. 30.

Ed and Sheila Plott 
celebrated their 33rd 
wedding anniversary 
Dec.  10.  They were 
married in 1988. 

day at Havisham House in 
Alto Pass. 

Happy Retirement
William Dixon on his re-

tirement from the Southern 
Illinoisan newspaper after 
30 years of delivering the 
papers for them. A retire-
ment party was held at the 
Anna Nazarene Church. 

Lots Going On
Tuesday breakfast at 

PAST House for the CEO 
class. Dinner at Havisham 
House for the Anna-Jones-
boro Garden Club. Ameri-
can Legion supper at Mom’s 
Kitchen in Jonesboro. 

Wednesday Anna city 
employees dinner at the 
Anna city garage catered by 
the Kitchen on Lafayette. 

Fr iday night  Union 
County Housing Board 
meeting and supper at The 
Brick House Grill.

Anna VFW 
Peggy will be at the 

VFW Friday, Dec. 17, for 
a Christmas party with her 
Star Karaoke from 6 p.m. to 
10 p.m. Snacks available. 

Saturday, Dec. 18, lay-
ing of Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans ceremony at Anna 
Nazarene Church 11 a.m.,  
then everyone will go to 
the cemeteries to lay the 
wreaths.

Dec. 18 at 6 p.m. will be 
the annual holiday dinner 
at the post. Auxiliary mem-
bers bring a dessert. 

Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church

Helping to decorate 
their  Christmas tree at Mt. 
Moriah Lutheran Church 
were Dallas Keller, Merritt 
LeFevre, Lauryn Stegle and 
Katie Stegle. 

Anna First Baptist 
Church

Joy to the World. The 
church welcomed John 
Nimmo back for a Christ-
mas concert at their Sunday 
service, Dec. 12. John pre-
sented a beautiful rendition 
of “Mary Did You Know?”, 
“The  little Drummer Boy,” 
I’ll Be Home for Christ-
mas” and other seasonal 
favorites. 

Tammy Benefield lit the  
third Advent candle, the one 
for Joy. 

Interim Pastor Pete Vin-
son spoke on true joy and 
the difference between 
reaching to happy circum-
stances in our lives and the 
calm delight from  the Lord 
in all circumstances.

Get Well Wishes
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er’s granddaughter Ruby 
Yates had knee surgery on 
Tuesday. She is doing very 
well and has returned to 
school. Thank you every-
one for your prayers. 

PAST 
Betty Caraker and Ter-

rie Rhymer attended the 
Christmas luncheon at 
PAST Heritage House in 
Jonesboro. The house was  
beautifully decorated and 
the food was delicious.  

They both appreciated all 
the ladies who helped there. 
Barbara Bauer explained 
the history of each deco-
rated room. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

The third Sunday of Ad-
vent the candle of Joy was 
lit. 

Rev. Tim’s sermon was 
When God Arrives with 
scripture from Isaiah. Rev. 

Bessie was going through old pictures and 
ran across this one of my grandparents and her 
great-grandparents that died before she ever got 
to know them. J. A. John Amry Corbitt and Alzada 
Keller Corbitt. Grandfather delivered the ice for 
the ice boxes back in the 40’s. When people got 
refrigerators he went to work for the electric 
company. I remember very well even after they 
had a new refrigerator in their kitchen they kept an 
icebox for a long time with the ice block on their 
closed in back porch. We were always blessed 
to have a lot of food. They attended Anna First 
Baptist Church. Grandfather was a deacon and 
grandmother taught Sunday School.

The Dough Boy  in 
the Anna Cemetery was 
the first to be honored 
with an Honor Wreaths 
for Veterans donated 
by Martha Ann Webb 
in  Honor  o f  GFWC 
Illinois Anna Jonesboro 
Women’s Club. 

Tim led the children in a 
special thanks prayer and 
a blessing over the gifts 
brought to the church for 
the Pay It Forward Gifts for 
Children that they bring joy 
to someone’s life. He told 
them the meaning of joy.  

After the children mo-
ment the children went to 
the fellowship hall to fix 
Christmas stockings to take 
to the Methodist Children’s 
Home. 

Special music was “Carol 
of the Bells” with Marcy 
Morris on flute and Carla 
Anderson on piano. The 
beautiful flowers at the altar 
were made by Pete Hous-
man for Carla Anderson’s 
recital. Carla wanted to 
share them with her church 
family also. 

Prayers were said for 
all those sick. Celebration 
of Holy Communion was 
taken. 

Tuesday the United 
Methodist Women met and 
fixed Christmas boxes for 
shut ins. They had a dinner 
at Rev. and Mrs. Myra Gos-
sett’s home. 

Wednesday the men’s 
Bible study met at 7 a.m. 
The women’s Bible study 
met at 1 p.m. 

Thursday the prayer 
group met. Friday was 
Friendship and Sewing. 

Friday from 10 a.m. to 
noon will be bell ringing 
for the Alliance of Church-
es at Kroger. This is the 
main way the Alliance of 
Churches raises the money 
they need to help people in 
the coming year. 

Texas News
I received an email from 

Louise Pitts formerly of 
Anna. She now lives in 
New Haven Assisted Living 
in Wylie, Texas. 

Louise’s daughter and 
family also live in New Ha-
ven. Louise said her daugh-
ter and family were so good 
to look after her and take 
care of all her needs. 

She recently has a very  
special occasion. For sev-
eral years her family have 
always tried to get together 
at her daughter’s house 
in Texas for a family re-
union on Thanksgiving. 
The didn’t get to last year 
because of the virus. 

They did get to do that 
this year for four days. Her 
daughter and family are 
Debbie and Jon Peters, and 
their children: son Jason 
Peters and daughter and 
husband Janie and David 
Stitts. Louise’s son and 
his wife Mike and Betsy 
Pitts, and their 2 teen age 
daughters, Elana and Jenny, 
live in Zionsville, Ind. Lou-
ise son’s married daughter 
Katie and husband Mack 
Hamilton and baby girl Erin 
live in St. Charles.

This was a very special 
occasion because this is 
the first time Louise got to 
see her great-granddaughter 
Erin. She will be a year old 
on Dec. 26. It was such a 
joy to get to hold her. Those 
from out of town flew down 
and had a safe trip. 

Louise says she will al-
ways have a special con-
nection with people from 
Southern Illinois. She says 

she really enjoys reading 
my column every week in 
The Gazette-Democrat. 

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

December birthdays: 
16th Elina Chen, 19th 
Robbie Ralls and Melissa 
Teske, 20th Jane Miller, 
21st Juanita Heisner, 22nd 
Jeanine Schaefer, 23rd Da-
vid Schlenker, Carolyn 
Schramka and Rebecca 
Yates,  24th Ann Middleton 
and Ruby Yates.

(continued on next page)
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Anna News
(continued from 
previous page)

Nancy Ragain visited 
Ryder Quinn Dec. 6 on 
his 2nd birthday. She 
took him balloons and 
they celebrated, played 
and had fun.

Deb Herbst celebrated 
her birthday Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, with Gabe, Jenna, 
David Herbst and other 
family members.

A Christmas cantata was presented at the United Methodist Church in Anna.

Santa and Mrs. Claus crash Miller family party: 
On Dec. 12,  descendants of Loren and Eulalah 
Miller met for their annual Miller family Christmas 
dinner and party. The gathering was held at historic 
Camp Ground Church near Anna. Surprise visitors 
in the afternoon were Santa and Mrs. Claus (alias 
Norm and Barb Bauer). The Bauers mentioned 
how they love to visit the wonderfully restored 
and maintained historic Union County landmark. 
The church is beautifully decorated for Christmas.

Miller family Christmas: The children of the Miller family were anxious and 
delighted with gifts in Santa’s pack.

A bi r thday lunch 
was held Wednesday, 
Dec. 8, at Applebee’s in 
Carbondale celebrating 
the birthdays of Ginny 
Moore and Tina Bryant. 
Those who attended 
were Rosemary Cates 
and guest Phyllis Tow of 
DeSoto, Barbara Rhodes 
of Herrin, Pat Andrews 
of Carterville. Ginny was 
guest of Tina. Everyone 
had an enjoyable time of 
fellowship and the food 
was delicious.

Little Mr. Titus, son 
of Robert and Amber 
Mayberry, celebrated his 
2nd birthday Nov. 20 at 
the fellowship hall of the 
Jonesboro Pentecostal 
C h u r c h .  T i t u s  h a s 
three sisters, Lexie, 
Ava and Kylie. He’s the 
grandson of Bobby and 
Lori Mayberry and Will 
Bracken. The guests 
en joyed  a  mea l  o f 
chili, cheese dip, chips 
and other sides. Titus 
received nice gifts and 
enjoyed playing with his 
cousins and friends.

Wi l l ie  and Terr ie 
Rhymer attended the 1st 
birthday of their great-
great-nephew Paxton at 
the Vienna Library on 
Saturday. His theme was 
Baby Shark.

GFWC Illinois Anna Jonesboro Women’s Club met at the Lockard Chapel 
Church to have an old fashioned Christmas meeting. Norm Bauer and Pete 
Housman were guest speakers. Members present left to right: Barbara Bauer, 
Martha Ann Webb, Susie Kessler, president Jane Bauer, Marie Samuel.

These dishcloths were made by adults in shelter 
care who enjoy learning new skills. Paula Stairs is 
shown holding two of those given by Marie Samuel 
to those attending GFWC Illinois Anna-Jonesboro 
Women’s Club Dec. 6 Christmas meeting and party 
at Lockard Chapel Church. Paula also hosted the 
party for her dear friend Lillian Milam.

Anniversaries: 22nd Lar-
ry and Jane Miller, 23rd 
Rick and Debbie Laster, 
24th Bill and Ann Pace.

The Anna Heights family 
was saddened this week by 
the passing of another one 
of their faithful members,  
Bucky Echols; prayers are 
with his family.

Dec. 5 attendance: 8 a.m. 
worship 62. 10:30 a.m. 
worship 139. Small group 
Bible study 190.

Anna Heights’ Christmas 
Eve Service will be Friday, 
Dec. 24, at 5 p.m.

No evening worship on 
Sunday, Dec. 26.

Upward workers are 

needed. Please sign up at 
the welcome center.

Anna Heights Post Office 
is set up in the foyer for the 
family Christmas cards. All 
money donated for postage 
will go to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering.

The Pace and Barringer 
families joyfully announce 
the marriage of Bryanna 
and Corban Barringer on 
Dec. 4, 2021. A reception 
for them will be held Jan. 
1, 2022, at 2 p.m. at Anna 
Heights Baptist Church in 
the FLC gym.

The church has a new 
address for Lola Edmonds. 
Please contact the office if 
you would like stay in touch 
with her.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon se-
ries: Genesis the Beginning. 
This week: The Family Tree 
and the Work of God. part 2  
Genesis 5.

The Capel & Company 
Class Christmas party will 
be on Friday, Dec. 17, at 6 
p.m. in the chapel.

GFWC Illinois Anna 
Jonesboro Women’s Club 

Paula Stairs, Lockard 
Chapel member and friend 
of Lillian Milam, gracious-
ly hosted the AJWC Christ-
mas event as a stand-in for 
Lillian at Lockard Chapel 
Church.

Even senior women’s 
club members enjoyed a 
surprise visit from Santa 
Claus. 

In keeping with the old 
fashioned Christmas theme, 
the fruit, cookie and candy 
treats were delivered in 
brown paper bags tied with 
torn strips of red and white 
fabric. 

Thanks to Norm Bauer 
(and Wayne Miller for the 
appropriate fashionable 
suit) for providing the de-
lightful Santa.  

Pete Housman and Lil-
lian Milam were scheduled 
to “reenact” the early Jones-
boro persons John (1806-
1879)and Catharine James 
Dougherty (1808-1882). 

Pete Housman told the 
Dougherty story for the 
two of them. John Dough-
erty was Jonesboro’s most 
prominent politician, serv-
ing as lieutenant governor 
1869-1873. 

Among his contributions 
to society was the develop-
ment of the canal water-
ways to connect Chicago 
to the Mississippi River 
and consequently to world 
markets.

Lillian Milam invited 
Norm Bauer to bring a 
Christmas devotion. He 
referenced Bible verses and 
talked of different kinds of 
love as he encouraged folks 
to reach out to others with 
acts of love, especially at 
Christmas. He used a story 
by Helen Walton to say, 
“It’s not what you gather, 
but what you scatter that 
tells what kind of life you 
have lived.” 

The meeting was called 
to order with everyone 
standing and saying the 
Pledge of Alliance to the 
flag of the United States 
of America and the Club 
Collect. 

Christmas carols were 
sung with Martha Ann 
Webb playing the keyboard. 

President Jane Bauer 
gave Norm and Pete a small 
gift from the club. 

Jane reported on their 
district meeting held at 
Mackie’s pizza in Marion. 

Susie Kessler read the 
secretary’s report and trea-
surer’s report. 

Events were reported by 
Martha Ann Webb the Lay-
ing of the Honor Wreaths 
for Veterans Dec. 18. Marie 
Samuel told about her art 
work displays. 

A special thanks to Lil-
lian for desserts and Bar-
bara and Norm Bauer and 
Jane Bauer for the goodies 
in the brown decorated 
sacks that Santa passed out. 

December  b i r thday 
member was Lee Hackney. 

The Illinois State Water 
Survey, ISWS, in Cham-
paign reports that the pre-
liminary statewide average 
November temperature was 
40.7 degrees, which was 
1.0 degree below the 1991-
2020 average and the 53rd 
coldest on record going 
back to 1895. 

The preliminary state-
wide average total Novem-
ber precipitation was 1.00 
inch, which was 2.31 inches 
below the 1991-2020 aver-
age and the ninth driest on 
record going back to 1895.  

Data are provisional and 
may change slightly over 
time

ISWS noted that Novem-
ber in Illinois is a month of 
change and of variability. 

Cool air moves in from 
the northwest and competes 
with the warmer, southerly 
air masses that dominate 
earlier in the fall. 

November average tem-
peratures ranged from the 
high 30s in Northern Il-
linois to the low 40s in 
Southern Illinois, which 
was between 1 and 4 de-
grees below the 1991-2020 
normal.

Several stations saw 
daily high temperatures in 
the 70s early in November, 
including a 75-degree high 
in Randolph County. 

Several stations in North-
ern and Central Illinois 
reached nighttime mini-
mum temperatures well 
below 20 degrees, including 
a 10-degree low in Knox 
and Warren counties. 

Mild temperatures during 
November did not break 
any local daily high maxi-
mum or high minimum 
temperature records in Il-
linois; however, the daily 
low minimum temperature 
records on Nov. 4 and 5 
were broken in Casey in 
Cumberland County.

November wrapped up 
the climatological fall sea-
son. Despite the cooler 
weather in November, fall 
temperatures were 1 to 4 
degrees above normal, with 
the largest departures in 
Northern Illinois.

The taps turned off across 
the state following the 
fourth wettest October on 
record statewide. 

Total November pre-
cipitation ranged from less 
than a quarter of an inch in 
northwest Illinois to just 
over 2 inches in southeast 
Illinois, between 2 and 4 
inches below normal.

Last month was the sec-
ond driest November on re-
cord in Rockford, with only 
0.45 of an inch of precipi-
tation, and the third driest 
on record in St. Louis,with 
only 0.35 of an inch. 

The dry conditions added 
to existing precipitation 
deficits in Northern Illinois.

Most areas between Wh-
iteside County in northwest 
Illinois and Lake County in 
northeast Illinois remained 
in moderate to severe 
drought, as year-to-date 
precipitation deficits of 6 to 
12 inches remained. 

Jan. 1 through Nov. 30 
was the second driest on 
record in Rockford, greater 
only than 2012. Rockford 
will need at least 1.11 inch-
es of precipitation in De-
cember to keep 2021 from 
being the driest calendar 
year on record there.

The climatological fall 
total precipitation ranged 
from just over 6 inches in 
northwest Illinois to over 
13 inches in eastern Illinois. 

Fall was 1 to 4 inches 
drier than normal in most 
of Northern and Southern 
Illinois and between 1 and 
4 inches wetter than normal 
in Central Illinois. 

November
weather
cool, dry
in Illinois
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

A call for elected
officials to help restore
civility to Congress

Editor’s note: the following column was distributed by 
the Illinois Press Association. The Gazette-Democrat is 
a member of the association.

By Ray LaHood
Member of the 

U.S. House of Representatives, 1995-2009
 Late last month, statehouse Democrats and Gov. JB 

Pritzker enacted a new map defining the boundaries of 
Central Illinois Congressional districts for the next 10 
years. Three districts cover territory within a 35-mile 
radius of Peoria: the 15th, 16th and 17th.

 It was my privilege to represent large parts of this same 
area (then the 18th District) in the House of Representa-
tives more than a decade ago. I have always thought that 
Central Illinois is a special place when it comes to public 
service. Let me explain.

 Among its historical collections, The Dirksen Congres-
sional Center has preserved remarks delivered by this 
region’s then-Congressman Everett Dirksen in May 1948 
on the floor of the House. It’s useful to recall them amid 
today’s polarized and vexing politics as we consider who 
we want to represent us in these new districts:

 Suppose that for a single month we made a diligent 
effort to make certain that in our disagreement we would 
never be captious; that in our differences on principle we 
would never show petulance; that in resolutely following 
our own abiding convictions on matters of fundamental 
policy they would never be tainted by acrimony. Sup-
pose we made a diligent effort to exemplify...humility 
and meekness and forbearance, ...what a great moral 
force it would become in softening the dissidences of life 
and clarifying fundamental viewpoints. All this would 
redound so richly to the welfare of the world and of our 
own country.

 Words to live by.
 My predecessor in the House, Robert H. Michel, 

represented Central Illinois for nearly 40 years. He was 
my mentor. His storehouse of political wisdom knew no 
bounds. “You know that raising the level of your voice 
doesn’t raise the level of discussion,” he would remind his 
colleagues. “You know that listening with care is better 
than talking in sound bites and thinking in slogans. You 
know that peaks of uncommon progress can be reached 
by paths of common courtesy.”

Bob believed that a public servant could be serious 
without being somber, tough without being mean, shrewd 
without being devious, witty without being malicious. “It 
has always puzzled me that in Washington we have no 
public vocabulary to describe civility, which I believe is 
among the highest public virtues,” Bob once said. “To be 
called ‘hard-nosed’ or a ‘gut-fighter’ or an ‘arm-twister’ 
is in some circles the highest of praise. But civility has 
no similar public vocabulary.”

Bob taught us by his example that the House floor 
should be a forum for reasoned debate among colleagues 
equal in dignity. He came to the House every day to do 
the work of the people...not to engage in ideological 
melodramas or political vendettas.

I decided not to run for reelection to my seat in the 
House of Representatives in 2008. I had spent 14 years 
there cultivating a civil, bipartisan approach to politics and 
problem-solving, but with scant success. The highlight 
was a series of four bipartisan civility retreats I had helped 
to organize over the course of a decade. Regrettably these 
retreats could not overcome the enormous challenges 
posed by the partisan forces in the House. Sad to say, those 
forces have grown only stronger since then.

Our challenge today calls for leaders who will campaign 
and govern in the style of Everett Dirksen and Bob Michel. 
I hope those leaders come from the new 15th, 16th and 
17th Congressional Districts of Illinois.

Ray LaHood served the 18th Congressional District 
from 1995 to 2009. He was the U.S. Secretary of Transpor-
tation from 2009 to 2013 under President Barack Obama.

It really was a dark and stormy night on Friday...

A bit of a strange scene...bright flashes of lightning were cross-crossing the sky 
over Union County last Friday night (seen on the left)...accompanied by a rum-
bling chorus of thunder...while the moon (in the upper right) was shining through 
storm clouds...

Bob and I were sitting 
on the front stoop early last 
Sunday afternoon. Bright 
sunshine offered some 
warmth while a chilly De-
cember wind was blowing. 
Friday night seemed long 
ago...and far away.

Bob and I spent some 
time sitting outside last 
Friday night, too. After all, 
it was pretty nice outside. 
Way too nice, as a matter 
of fact. 

When I headed home 
from The Paragraph Factory 
last Friday evening, I made 
a point of driving past Anna 
Junior High School/Davie 
School in Anna. There’s an 
electronic sign out in front 
of the school which shares, 
among other messages, the 
date, the day, the time and 
the temperature.

At 4:59 p.m. Friday, the 
sign showed that the tem-
perature was 69 degrees. At 
1:30 p.m. Friday, the tem-
perature was 66 degrees. 
How could the temperature 
be almost 70 degrees...two 
weeks before Christmas?

When I got home, I went 
ahead and got in a daily 
walkabout. Wanted to beat 
the rain...and whatever else 
might be coming along. 

The National Weather 
Service had been updat-
ing the potential for severe 
weather all day long. Actu-
ally, the outlook, and up-
dates, began in the middle 
of last week. As Friday 
unfolded, the outlook kept 
getting worse...and worse...
little did we know...

Anyway, got my walk 
in. Went back home. Had 

something fancy for dinner 
that involved a microwave 
oven. Was grateful to have 
electricity. 

A little later in the eve-
ning, Bob and I went out 
to enjoy the balmy Decem-
ber weather. Still way too 
warm. Way too humid. By 
early in the evening, Union 
County was under a tornado 
watch. 

At some point, maybe at 
around 8 o’clock or so, I 
started to see the first flash-
es of lightning off to the 
south and west. Couldn’t 
hear any thunder yet.

About an hour later, that 
had all changed. Lightning 
was flashing overhead. 
Thunder rumbled in the 
sky. There was a hint of rain 
in the air.

The hint gave way to 
the real thing. By about 20 

minutes after 9, a severe 
thunderstorm warning had 
been issued for parts of 
Union, Pulaski, Johnson 
and Alexander counties, 
among other places in the 
region. 

The wind...and the rain... 
picked up significantly. 
Took Bob back inside. Cats 
are smart and have some 
sense. Bob knows enough 
to go inside, where it might 
actually be safe. 

I went back out on the 
porch. Happened to take 
a look at the sky off to the 
west...which had a strange 
sort of glow to it. Kind of 
like there was some sort of 
back lighting to the storm 
clouds. The moon then 
made an appearance in the 
sky...amid the flashes of 
lightning. Very strange.

At some point...while we 

were under the severe thun-
derstorm warning which 
had been issued for our 
little corner of the world...
and while I was out on 
the porch...a very unset-
tling roar began to sound...
the sound seemed to track 
from the southwest to the 
northeast...it lasted 10, 15, 
20 seconds...not long...but 
long enough to get my at-
tention...

The stormy weather 
eventually moved on...we 
kept watching television to 
see what was happening...

...little did we know what 
our friends and neighbors in 
Western Kentucky...about 
75 miles away...were expe-
riencing...let’s keep them 
all in our prayers...and do 
what we can to help...the 
best way we can and are 
able to do so...

(continued from page 1)
Additionally, the Unsew-

ered Communities Planning 
Grant Program, UCPGP, 
provides $1M annually in 
smaller scale grants to help 
communities develop con-
struction plans. 2021’s re-
cipients can be found here.

Illinois EPA estimates 
there are more than 200 Illi-
nois communities that have 
inadequate or nonexistent 
wastewater collection and 
treatment facilities. 

These communities rely 
on individual septic tank 
systems or patchwork sys-
tems that result in illegal 
surface discharges that have 
negative environmental 
impacts. 

Affordability of appro-
priate systems is the great-
est obstacle for unsewered 
communities. 

The UCCGP provides an 
opportunity to receive grant 
funds which would help fi-
nance the corrective action 
needed to address issues 
with wastewater collection 
and treatment.

“This grant will prevent 
the potentially unhealthy 
conditions and likely nega-
tive environmental impacts 
from the current failing sys-
tem,” IEPA director John J. 
Kim said. 

“This project will allow 
for the construction of new, 
reliable wastewater infra-
structure that will benefit 

residents, businesses, and 
the environment.”

Alto Pass is a small com-
munity in Union County 
with a population of just 
over 300 residents. 

The village currently has 
failing septic tanks for the 
collection and treatment of 
sanitary sewer waste. 

The vi l lage applied 
and was approved for an 
UCCGP that will be used 
for the construction of a 
new wastewater treatment 
system with chlorination, 
and a septic tank effluent 
pump wastewater collec-
tion system consisting of 
approximately 160 new 
septic tanks and pumps at 
each residence and business 
in the community. 

Necessary force main 
will also be constructed 
along with the installa-
tion of air release valves, 
cleanouts and a back-up 
generator. 

The removal and replace-
ment of pavement and other 
improvements will also 
be included as part of the 
project.  

In addition to EPA fund-
ing, Alto Pass is also re-
ceiving $500,000 from 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity and more than 
$2.2 million from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development Loan/
Grant Funds to help fund 
the project. 

The total project cost 
is estimated to be $6.622 
million. 

The village anticipates 
starting construction in 
January 2022 and complet-
ing construction in Decem-
ber 2022.

“When we invest in real, 
tangible infrastructure, we 
are doing the work we are 
elected to do,” State Rep. 
Paul Jacobs, R-Pomona, 
said. 

“I am thrilled Southern 
Illinois is receiving the at-
tention we deserve on this 
crucial piece of infrastruc-
ture for our people. 

“This project will also 
mean good paying jobs for 
the hard-working men and 
women of Southern Illinois 
while ensuring basic needs 
continue to be met.”

“The Alto Pass commu-
nity got some great news 
when they announced $4.4 
million in funding to re-
place the town’s failing 
infrastructure,” State Sen. 
Dale Fowler, R-Harrisburg, 
shared on social media.

“With this funding, the 
community will be able to 
update its sewage system 
which will not only create 
jobs for the community but 
is vital to ensuring residents 
of Alto Pass can remain 
safely in their homes. I am 
thrilled to see another great 
investment in Southern Il-
linois. 

“I was impressed to see 

a considerable amount of 
student involvement at this 
event. 

“It is always inspiring to 
see students invested in im-
proving their communities 
and I look forward to con-
tinuing my work to ensure 
Southern Illinois remains a 
place they can be proud to 
call home.”

In addition to the UCCGP 
(construction) and UCPGP 
(planning) programs, the 
state is investing in addi-
tional environmental infra-
structure through the Re-
build Illinois capital plan. 

Those programs include 
the Green Infrastructure 
Grant Opportunities pro-
gram, which is investing 
$25 million in capital funds 
to construct green infra-
structure best management 
practices to prevent, elimi-
nate, or reduce water qual-
ity impairments. 

Through Rebuild Illi-
nois, IEPA also received 
an additional $100 million 
to fund wastewater and 
drinking water infrastruc-
ture projects through the 
State Revolving Fund loan 
program as well as a $50 
million hazardous waste 
remediation program to 
ensure hazardous wastes do 
not negatively impact the 
health of Illinois residents 
or their communities.

Alto Pass project

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, December 16, 1971

Tornadic-like winds struck in the area Friday and Wednes-
day, causing extensive property damage and injury to three 
in Wednesday’s early morning storm. Winds clocked up to 
70 miles per hour lashed the Union County area Friday, Dec. 
10, downing power lines, shattering windows, overturning 
buildings and de-roofing buildings. The high was 68 record-
ed Friday, Dec. 10, and the low was 29 Saturday, Dec. 11.

Early filings on the first date to file nominating petitions 
for the March primary indicate there may be races for com-
mitteeman in some precincts of Union County.

Union County schools will dismiss for the holidays 
Wednesday, Dec. 22, at 2:15 p.m. Schools will reconvene 
Monday, January 3, 1972.

The annual State Hospital Christmas program has been 

scheduled for two performances Thursday, Dec. 16. Other 
holiday activities include the Christmas Dance to be held 
Wednesday, Dec. 22, and the New Year’s Dance on Thurs-
day, Dec. 30.

Wayne Wilson, Union County officer, reported hunters 
took 50 deer in the second shotgun hunting season in the 
county. This combined with the first season’s take is a total 
of 305 in the county.

From the Shiloh news: To you people away from here we 
had quite a bad wind storm last Friday for December. There 
was quite a lot of damage done in a widespread area. We 
have lots of limbs to clean up but (are) thankful that is all 
for there were several buildings destroyed and roofs blown 
down. Lots of trees broken, some uprooted. Power was off 
until 4 o’clock. 

From the Alto Pass Happenings: The wind storm last 
Friday morning blew up some trees in our town and the 
(electricity) was off for about 2 hours. The gale was about 
60 miles per hour.

The Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois, GSSI, organization 
has wrapped up an annual fall nut, candy and magazine 
program for 2021.

GSSI announced in a news release that girls in Southern 
Illinois sold more than $440,000 in treats and magazines 
this fall.

Jayci Hopkins from the Union/Pulaski/Alexander 
County Service Unit was recognized as the All-Star En-
trepreneur for her area. Hopkins sold $920 in products.

“I am so impressed with the girls who participated in 
the nut, candy and magazine program this fall,” said Katie 
Grayling, GSSI’s senior manager of the product program. 

“The excitement they showed during the program is 
reflected in the results. These girls are truly All Stars.”

Girl Scout product programs help girls gain five life 
skills – goal setting, decision making, money manage-
ment, people skills, and business ethics – that will benefit 
them throughout their lives. 

Proceeds from the programs stay local to provide nu-
merous opportunities for girls.

Girl Scouts of Southern Illinois serves nearly 5,000 girls 
and engages over 2,000 adult volunteers in 40 counties 
in Southern Illinois. 

Girl Scouts wrap up
annual product program


	A1 12-16-21.pdf
	A2 12-16-21
	A3 12-16-21
	A4 12-16-21
	A5 12-16-21
	A6-7 12-16-21
	A8 12-16-21
	A9 12-16-21
	A10 12-16-21
	A11 12-16-21
	A12 12-16-21
	A13 12-16-21
	A14 12-16-21
	A15 12-16-21
	A16 12-16-21

