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News First COVID-19 vaccines arrive in Illinois
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area

An American Red Cross
blood drive sponsored by
the Union County Alliance
of Churches is planned
from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18, at the Main
Street Center in Anna.
***
The Union County Board
of Commissioners reorganized at its meeting last
Friday morning. Max Miller continues as chairman.
Kent Pitts is vice chairman.
***
A food giveaway is
planned from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19, at
the park in downtown Cobden. The giveaway is similar to one which happened
during the Thanksgiving
season.
***
The Poshard Foundation
has distributed more than
2,000 new toys and gifts to
abused, abandoned and neglected children throughout
the area.
***
Starting on Monday, candidates could file nominating petitions for 2021
Union County municipal
and school board elections.
Filing continues until Dec.
21. Further updates to
come...
***
Ren Sirles of Rendleman
Orchards in Alto Pass has
received a lifetime achievement award from the Illinois Specialty Growers
Association.
***
The Union County Country Club may have named
a new golf pro early this
week.
***
The first day of winter is
Monday, Dec. 21.
***
Light snow, or a light
wintry mix of precipitation,
was possible in some parts
of the Southern Illinois area
Tuesday night and early
Wednesday morning.
***
Some parts of the region were under a winter
weather advisory over the
weekend.
(continued on page 2)

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The
first COVID-19 vaccinations have arrived in Illinois
as virus metrics continued
to trend in a direction that
indicates the spread of the
virus is slowing.
Approximately 43,000
doses of the vaccine manufactured by the drug company Pfizer were delivered
to the state’s Strategic National Stockpile.
Chicago also received
a direct shipment from

the federal government
Monday, while health departments in Cook, Lake,
Madison and St. Clair counties will receive shipments
this week as well, according
to the governor’s office.
Together, the shipments
account for the roughly
100,000 doses the state
was expecting in the initial
phase of rollout.
Gov. JB Pritzker’s office
distributed a video of him
examining the vaccine shipments and consulting with
health professionals at the
stockpile site Monday.
“Today marks a momen-

As of Monday, Dec. 14,
Union County had recorded
nearly 1,400 confirmed
cases of COVID-19 since
the pandemic began.
Southern Seven Health
Department reported Monday that the county had a
total of 1,386 confirmed
cases of COVID-19.
Southern Seven Health
Department reported a cumulative total of 4,144 confirmed cases of COVID-19
in its service area as of
Dec. 14.
The health department
serves Union, Alexander,
Hardin, Johnson, Massac,
Pope and Pulaski counties.

The health department
reported 22 newly confirmed cases of COVID-19
in Union County on Dec.
14.
The health department
reported the following
number of newly confirmed
cases in the county, by age:
Two in their teens, five in
their 20s, six in their 30s,
four in their 40s, four in
their 50s and one in the 70s.
Total COVID-19 statistics for Union County since
the start of the pandemic, as
of Dec. 14, follow:
1,386 cases. 873 recovered. 486 active cases. 24
deaths had been reported.

A special grassroots effort is underway in Union
County to make joyous
sounds during the holiday
season.
Organizers are inviting
everyone in Union County
area communities – and
beyond – to step out on their
porches and ring bells on
the evenings of Christmas
Eve and New Year’s Eve.
Christmas Eve is Thursday, Dec. 24. New Year’s
Eve is the following week,
on Thursday evening, Dec.
31.
Those working on the
event are inviting everyone
to ring bells at 6 p.m. on
both days. And, if you don’t
have bells, you can use pots,
pans or other items to be a

part of the special event.
Plans for the bell-ringing
originated in Cobden and
have already spread to other
communities.
Churches and individuals
are being invited to ring
their bells. The opportunity
to come together as a community is seen as a way to
show unity, hope and peace
during a trying time.
In the midst of a 2020
holiday season which is
taking place during the
coronavirus/COVID-19
pandemic, there is hope.
Vaccines have begun
arriving and are being administered, offering a sign
of hope as 2020 comes to
an end and 2021 is about
to begin.

The Wreaths Across
America mission to Remember, Honor, Teach, is
the foundation behind all
the organizations efforts.
Throughout the year,
local volunteers have been
tirelessly working to make
certain that families, loved
ones and heroes get honored and remembered for
the holidays.
However, the challenge

was doing so in a way that
is consistent with safety and
in compliance with local
COVID-19 recommendations and mandates.
Anna City Commissioner Martha Ann Webb has
made it a clear priority to
try to get every veteran in
the Anna City Cemetery a
wreath.
To insure the continuance
of this year’s program in the

1,386 cases in county

tous occasion – not just
this year, but in American
history,” Pritzker said in a
statement.
“Eleven months after
scientists the world over
first got their hands on the
genetic sequence of this
virus – and we are seeing
the beginning of the end of
this pandemic.”
Pritzker’s office said the
“vast majority” of doses in
this shipment will be delivered from the stockpile
to 10 hospitals around the
state serving as regional
coordinators.
Those hospitals will

serve as “pick up locations”
for local health departments to begin distribution to health care workers
in their jurisdictions. The
remaining portion will go
directly to predetermined
local health departments.
The governor’s office
said more shipments are
expected in the coming
weeks.
But while the vaccine
will be distributed in a
limited supply initially
to health care workers
and long-term care facility residents, it could still
take several months to be

distributed to the general
population, meaning social distancing, masking
and other virus mitigation
measures remain important
lifesaving precautions.
The virus also remains
prevalent in Illinois communities ahead of the holidays, although numbers are
decreasing.
The state’s COVID-19
case positivity rate continued to decline through the
weekend as the Illinois Department of Public Health
reported 345 deaths from
Saturday through Monday.
(continued on page 2)

Communities invited to join
in special ringing of bells

Signs of the season...and the times

A mannequin with a face covering, surrounded by Christmas decorations,
offered signs of a holiday season in the year of the ongoing coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic. The display was seen last week in front of the Christmas
Shoppe at the Union County Museum in downtown Cobden. The shop is a
benefit for the museum; both are operated by the Union County Historical
and Genealogy Society.

Wreaths Across America ceremony set in Anna

2019 ceremony

Anna City Cemetery, modifications have been made to
ensure the continuance of
National Wreaths Across
America Day, which is
planned at 11 a.m. Saturday,
Dec. 19 – and more importantly to show the families
of the nation’s heroes just
how much their ultimate
sacrifice is appreciated.
Phil Ray will be leading
Saturday’s ceremony at

A scene from the 2019 Wreaths Across America ceremony at the Anna City
Cemetery. File photo.

the Anna City Cemetery.
The order of the program
for Saturday’s ceremony
follows:
Anna VFW honor guard,
flag-bearers. Opening
prayer given by Phil Ray.
National Anthem by Anna-Jonesboro Community
High School band director
Rachel Norton and the high
school concert choir.
Pledge of Allegiance to
the flag of the United States
of America, led by Marine
veteran Jerry Hunter.
Message of honor given by Phil Ray. Symbolic
wreath laying led by Phil
Ray.
Moment of silence and
Taps honoring deceased

veterans by VFW bugler
Jerry Forcht.
Closing prayer given by
Phil Ray. Then the Honor
Wreaths for Veterans will
be placed on the graves.
A decision to amend this
year’s traditional wreath
laying was not made lightly
and organizers have gone
to great lengths to address
public safety while maintaining the best interests of
families whose loved ones
are interred at the Anna City
Cemetery.
Modifications include:
Wearing masks. Wearing
gloves. Socially distancing.
Shorter ceremony. Staggered wreath laying.
(continued on page 2)

Wreaths Across America

A Wreaths Across America ceremony is planned
Saturday morning, Dec. 19, at the Anna City
Cemetery.
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GOP House members renew calls for gun license reforms amid delays
By Sarah Mansur
Capitol News Illinois
smansur@capitolnewsillinois
SPRINGFIELD – Four
GOP state House lawmakers on Wednesday, Dec.
9, voiced complaints from
their Central and Southern Illinois constituents
who say they have waited
months after applying for
new or renewed gun ownership licenses without an
update from the Illinois
State Police, ISP, amid an
unprecedented volume of
applications this year.
Reps. Avery Bourne,
R-Morrisonville, CD Davidsmeyer, R-Jacksonville,
Patrick Windhorst, R-Metropolis and Mike Marron,
R-Fithian, repeated their
criticisms of the Firearm
Ownership Identification
card and concealed carry
license systems during a
virtual news conference.
The group discussed
reforms they have suggested in the past which
have stalled in the General
Assembly.
Bourne said FOID and
concealed carry issues and
delays have been the top
complaint from her constituents, eclipsed only by
issues related to unemployment.
“There is no way around
it. These people are experiencing lengthy and unreasonable delays, which is an
infringement on their constitutional rights,” Bourne
said.
According to ISP, the
current average processing
time for new FOID applications is 121 days. For
new CCL applications, the
average processing time is
145 days.

ISP, in a release issued
Tuesday, Dec. 8, stated
the processing times “are
unacceptable.”
“Our people believe
in building a system that
makes it hard for the bad
guys and simple and safe
for the good guys. The Illinois State Police will keep
pushing hard, but frankly
we will need authority from
the legislature to untangle,
streamline and integrate the
aging patchwork of FOID,
concealed carry, firearms
transactions, and records
checks if we are going to
fulfill this mission,” ISP
director Brendan Kelly said
in the release.
The Illinois State Police
Firearms Services Bureau
is responsible for issuing
FOID cards and concealed
carry licenses. Under state
law, “no person may acquire or possess any firearm, stun gun, or taser,”
or ammunition, without
having a state-issued FOID
card.
ISP has 30 days from
the date it receives an application and filing fee to
either approve or deny that
request. For renewals, state
police officials have 60
days.
State law also requires individuals obtain an Illinois
Concealed Carry License in
order to carry a concealed
firearm in Illinois.
ISP typically has 90 days
from the date it receives
an application and fee to
approve or deny the license
request.
If the application does
not include a set of the
applicant’s fingerprints in
digital format, ISP has an
additional 30 days.
ISP and Kelly are also

named in at least two pending federal lawsuits that
allege the excessive delays
in issuing new and renewed
FOID cards renders the
system unconstitutional
because it effectively denies
Illinoisans their Second
Amendment right to possess a gun.
The long delays and
significant backlog at the
Firearms Services Bureau
trace back to the budget
impasse under Gov. Bruce
Rauner, but these issues
were exacerbated in 2020
when the agency saw increased applications for
FOID cards and concealed
carry licenses, according to
the news release.
ISP reported it received
147,862 FOID card applications from March
through June, and that figure was more than double
the amount received in the
prior four-month period.
The agency reported a
167 percent increase in
FOID card applications,
from 166,649 in 2017 to
445,945 as of November
2020.
There were 144,476 new
FOID applications pending
as of Dec. 7, 2020, according to ISP, while total new
CCL pending applications
are at 27,248.
Efforts at ISP to address
the backlog and delays
include hiring 21 Firearms
Eligibility Analysts since
March 2020, with 11 more
set to start in January 2021,
and adding 19 temporary
contracted employees to
the Firearms Services Bureau, according to the news
release.
ISP also issued an emergency rule earlier this year
for FOID card and CCL

holders whose cards or
licenses have expired.
The rule allows for the
card or license to remain
valid during the duration
of the state’s disaster proclamation and for 18 months
following the end of the
disaster, as long as the card
or license holder submits a
renewal application.
Davidsmeyer said this
does not resolve the problem facing his constituents
with expired cards because
gun stores can decline to
sell guns or ammunition to
someone with an expired
card.
“My constituents are
going in during hunting
season trying to purchase
ammunition or even a new
gun to go hunting, and they
can’t do it because their
FOID (card) is expired.
Even though the state police
have said, we are going to
extend this, the retailers
are so concerned about the
liability they may have if
they do sell to the wrong
person that they will not
sell to anybody. And it’s an
understandable position to
be in,” Davidsmeyer said.
Windhorst said he would
prefer to eliminate the FOID
card requirement, although
he conceded such a proposal would not likely pass,
given the makeup of the
Illinois General Assembly.
“But, as I continue to
push for repeal, I believe we
can pass common sense legislation to ease the burden
on law abiding gun owners.
These bills are designed to
address complaints about
delays of the FOID card,
concealed carry license and
firearm transfer system,”
Windhorst said.
Those bills include a

measure that would eliminate the 72-hour waiting period after purchasing a firearm for certain individuals
who possess a valid conceal
carry license; and a measure
to require the Illinois State
Police to automatically
renew any concealed carry
license holders’ FOID card,
as long as their concealed

carry license is in good
standing.
Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state government and distributed to
more than 400 newspapers
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.

By Sue Eudy

Justin, Hunter, Gracie
and Paxton Wilson visited one night last week
with Dolores Reynolds and
brought pizza.
Visiting with Maxine
and Fred Pender of Fair
City were Russ and Patsy
Pender of Olive Branch,
Brad and Lori Pender and
Gary and Judy Gibbs, all of
Jonesboro.
Shirley Miller and Vivian
Bennett of McClure spent
Wednesday together and
went out to lunch.
Penny and Kerry Hill of
McClure and David and
Kristy Miller of St. Charles,
Mo., were dinner guests of
Shirley Miller on Saturday.
You are invited to attend
services at Reynoldsville
Missionary Baptist Church.
Sunday School is at 9:30
a.m. Sunday morning worship service is at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday evening worship
service is at 6 p.m. Rev.
Jamie Bridgeman is the
pastor.

Reynoldsville News

Happy belated birthday
to Sue Rendleman of Anna
whose birthday was Sunday,
Dec. 13.
Brian and Susan Eudy of
Jackson, Mo., and Kevin
Eudy of Cape Girardeau
visited Sunday with Sue and
Steve Eudy.
Our sympathy to Stacey
Busby, Seth and Stuart on
the passing of their husband
and father, Steve Busby, on
Tuesday, Dec. 8.
Jessie, Andrew, Rhiannon
and Lane Livesay of Wolf
Lake visited with Dolores
Reynolds of Reynoldsville
on Friday and brought lunch.
Jonathan, Betsy, Brylee,
Nash and Kyndal Oxford
and friend Cameron of Anna
visited Dolores Reynolds
on Dec. 8 and brought cake
and ice cream to celebrate
Jonathan’s birthday.
Gracie Wilson of Reynoldsville spent Saturday
night with Dolores Reynolds.

Call (618) 833-2158
or (800) 833-2699
to place your ad today!
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By Geof Skinner

Illinois public health
officials urge everyone
to get seasonal flu vaccine

Southern Seven Health Department is joining with the
Illinois Department of Public Health, IDPH, to encourage everyone 6 months of age and older who has not yet
received the seasonal flu vaccine to do so.
“This year it is more important than ever to get your
flu shot to help avoid being co-infected with flu and
COVID-19,” IDPH director Dr. Ngozi Ezike said in a
news release.
“Not only could being infected with both a flu virus
and the virus that causes COVID-19 result in severe
health complications for individuals, it also places a
tremendous burden on our health care system and health
care workers who are being stretched due to the increase
in COVID-19 cases.
“If you have not already received your flu shot, get it
as soon as possible to protect yourself, your loved ones,
and your community.”
Vaccination is particularly important for people who are
most vulnerable to developing serious flu complications,
including people with certain chronic conditions such as
asthma, diabetes and heart disease.
During the last flu season, nine out of 10 adults hospitalized for flu had at least one reported underlying medical
condition according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, CDC.
In addition to rolling up your sleeve, #SleeveUP, to
get your flu vaccine, IDPH recommends following the 3
W’s for both COVID-19 and influenza: Wash your hands.
Watch your distance. Wear your mask
Viruses spread when infected people cough, sneeze, or
talk. Flu usually comes on suddenly.
Many of the symptoms of flu and COVID-19 are the
same, such as fever and cough, but there are some differences.
If you have symptoms of either flu or COVID-19, selfisolate and contact a health care provider. They can talk
with you about testing and other measures you should
be taking.
Influenza antiviral drugs can be a second line of defense
for people who get sick with the flu.
Many studies have found that in addition to lessening
the duration and severity of symptoms, antiviral drugs can
prevent flu complications.
To find a location to get a flu shot in your community,
check with your health care provider or local health department.
More information about influenza can be found on the
IDPH website at www.dph.illinois.gov.
More information about COVID-19 can be found at
www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19, including where you can
get tested.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat

Thursday, December 17, 1970

Union County voters approved the State Constitutional
proposal in the election held Tuesday, Dec. 15.
County Clerk Fred Blaylock has announced that four
Democrats and one Republican have filed for the office of
the County Commissioner to be elected in 1971.
A wide variety of Christmas services have been planned
by Union County churches, ranging from simple candlelight services to more elaborate musical programs.
Union County area schools have Christmas programs
scheduled. County schools will be dismissed Wednesday,
Dec. 23, for the Christmas holidays. Schools will reconvene Monday, Jan. 4, 1971.
The Christmas Gift Shop was held at the Anna State
Hospital for veterans to select gifts for their families. This
is sponsored by the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Illinois, Rehabilitation Committee.
Playing to a capacity crowd, the annual December
program presented by the children of Davie School to the
P.T.A., under the direction of Mrs. Morton Wright, was
given Tuesday, Dec. 15, at the Davie School.
The annual Christmas meeting of the Anna-Jonesboro
Women’s Club was held Monday, Dec. 14, at 2 o’clock
at the home of Mrs. R. Jack Lewis.
The Shawnee Braves, behind Gary Elliot’s 17 points,
beat the Anna Indians 51-44 Friday night at the Jonesboro
Invitational basketball tournament. The win gave Shawnee
first place and perfect 10-0 record.
Wayne Wilson, Union County Game Warden, has announced that 443 deer were killed in the county during
the two periods this season.
From the Alto Pass Happenings: An invitation is extended to all children, up to 13 years, of Alto Pass and
surrounding vicinity, to come to the Town Hall Saturday,
Dec. 19, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., for a
gift from the village Santa Claus by the Alto Pass Board
of Trustees of the Village.
From the Shiloh news: The young folks practiced on
their Christmas program again Sunday evening. They
enjoyed looking at their Christmas tree Sunday morning.
It is pretty.

A while back, I hinted that you might have seen the last photograph of a turtle for 2020. Forgive me. Can’t
help myself. Especially if I see one of the cold-blooded critters on the 10th day of December. Just did not seem
right. Then again, not much of anything about 2020 has seemed right. Right?

Some musings from a warm day in December...

PART 1
At the time this was started, my laptop informed me
that it was 3:19 PM...then 3:20 PM...time flies, I suppose...
Whatever the time happened to be, I happened to be
sitting outside...on the stoop of the porch which wraps
around the front of our house...
...oops...excuse me just a moment...the yellow cat which
showed up at our house a month or two ago just came to
pay me a visit...he nuzzled up against my right arm...guess
An actual image of the International Space Station...
he wants some attention...
...the yellow cat is a friendly, but skittish critter...we as seen from your writer’s front yard...really...
figure he belongs to somebody...
...by the way, if you would like a friendly yellow cat, original American astronauts...and received a response...
with kind of a funky looking right ear, just let me know... which, I can probably say...based on being jaded by the
passing of the years...was most likely by a public relations
...let’s see...where was I?
...oh, yes...it’s 3:27 PM now...and I’m sitting out on person...maybe not...
...anyway, the letter from the astronaut vanished into
our front stoop...
...that’s because it’s 67 degrees outside...on the 10th day the dust bin of family history...don’t really know what
happened to it...
of December in the Year of Our Lord 2020...
...fast forward to when I was a “big kid,” early in the
...furthermore, the website for the National Weather
Service office in Paducah tells me that the humidity at this pursuit of a career at The Paragraph Factory...
...NASA was planning to have a Journalist in Space
moment in time (now 3:29 PM...need to type faster) is 32
percent, the wind is out of the south at 13 miles per hour, program...in which a journalist would have the opportunity
the barometer reads 29.93, the dew point is 36 degrees to be a passenger on a space shuttle flight...
...I applied...received a nice certificate from NASA...
(Farenheit, 2 degrees in whatever the C stands for) and
which is in a closet upstairs...
visibility is 10 miles...
...nowadays, my experience with things out in space
..well, except for where I’m sitting at the moment (3:31
PM)...visibility from my vantage point on the front stoop includes watching meteor showers (there was one this
pretty much goes to across the street...there are houses week)...looking for a comet in the night sky of summer
during a pandemic (never did see the comet...still expeand trees in the way...
...the yellow cat is sitting out in the front yard now, about riencing the pandemic)...and watching the International
10 feet away...for whatever that is worth...like I said, if Space Station zip across the night sky on a mild December
evening...
you would like a friendly cat...
...the idea of sitting out on the front stoop to compose
...and, The Other Half and yours truly actually did see
this masterpiece came to mind while I was sitting inside the space station...a white dot of light which appeared in
at the “home office”...
the sky...off to the northwest...and quickly headed to the
... “This is pretty dumb,” I thought about being indoors southeast...
on such a nice, warm day in December. Such thoughts
...we watched from our front yard...a few steps from
come to me naturally, without much effort. Just ask The that front stoop I mentioned earlier...the yellow cat was
Other Half.
nowhere to be seen...
I had been outside earlier in the day. On Thursday mornings, my journalistic “beat” takes me to the Union County
Courthouse...and then, more often than not, to the Lincoln
Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro.
While taking a stroll around the pond at the picnic
grounds, I actually saw two turtles...perched (or whatever
turtles do) on a branch in the water. Yup. Two turtles. In
the sunshine. On the 10th day December. Just did not
seem right...
Well, there you have it. The first column I’ve started...
and almost finished...while sitting on the front stoop...
it’s 3:43 PM...
PART II
...later...that same day...just didn’t keep track of the
exact time...was busy watching the sky...
...thanks to our good friend Noah, the weather guy on
WPSD, I learned that those of us still down here on Planet
Earth would be able to watch the International Space Station as it sailed over our heads last Thursday evening...
...I have a long-standing interest in things that are
spacy...dates back to when I was a kid...and astronauts
This friendly, but sometimes skittish kitty, really
were the “Right Stuff.” I even wrote a letter to one of the needs to have a forever home...

Flu shot clinic
set in Cypress

Southern Seven Health
Department reports that
a public flu shot clinic is
planned Dec. 17 in Cypress.
The clinic is scheduled
from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
the Cypress Grade School,
which is located at 4580 Mt.
Pisgah Rd.
No appointment is necessary. Regular and high dose
vaccines will be available.
The cost of the regular
dose is $40. The cost of the
high dose vaccine (for those
ages 65 and older) is $75.
The health department
noted that vaccines are covered whole, or in part, by
most insurance companies.
Those who plan to come
to the clinic are advised by
the health department to
“dress for the occasion”:
wear clothing that does not
John P. Altgeld was inaugurated as governor of Illinois restrict access to the upper
on Jan. 10, 1893.
arm.”
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Wreaths Across America
(continued from page 1)
The organizers of the
ceremony explained in a
news release that “these
continued efforts prove our
resolve and tell the story
of our commitment to our
fallen veterans while demonstrating our appreciation
for everything they have
done to preserve the freedom that we all enjoy today.
Wreath sponsorships are
$15, and can be sponsored
directly at www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org/ILAILA.
There is a Sponsorship
Group supporting the Anna
City Cemetery. This group
represents a local civic and
veteran organization giving
back within the community.
Any sponsorships raised
through this group this
year will benefit the Anna
City Cemetery to purchase
more wreaths, through the
$5 back program.
Honor Wreaths for Veterans is the Sponsorship
Group and donations can
be made at www.HonorWreathsforVeterans.com
by choosing the Anna City
Cemetery.
“Every $15 wreath spon-

sorship is a meaningful gift
from a grateful American
who knows what it means
to serve and sacrifice for the
freedoms we all enjoy,” said
Karen Worcester, executive
director of Wreaths Across
America, in the news release.
“Whether the wreath is
placed this December, or
next, know that your gift
will be honored. We are so
grateful to the good people
of this great nation for participating in our mission
to Remember, Honor and
Teach.”
Wreaths Across America
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization founded to
continue and expand the
annual wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery begun by
Maine businessman Morrill
Worcester in 1992.
The organization’s mission – Remember, Honor,
Teach – is carried out in part
each year by coordinating
wreath-laying ceremonies
in December at Arlington,
as well as at thousands of
veterans’ cemeteries and
other locations in all 50
states and beyond.

First vaccines in Illinois
(continued from page 1)
The rolling seven-day
average case positivity rate
fell to 8.7 percent as the
state reported an average of
7,722 cases among 94,264
test results each day from
Saturday through Monday.
That made for a three-day
positivity rate of 8.2 percent.
Hospitalizations for the
virus fell below 5,000 for
the first time in more than
30 days, with 4,951 COVID-19-positive individuals
occupying hospital beds as
of Sunday night.
On a weekly basis, the
number of beds used for

COVID-19 patients on average last week was 5,119,
a decrease of 365, or 6.6
percent, from the one-week
period prior. Approximately
28.7 percent of beds were
available statewide.
There were 1,070 COVID-19 patients in intensive
care unit beds, while 23.2
percent of ICU beds were
available statewide.
COVID-19 patients used
621 ventilators at the end of
Sunday, with 71.7 percent
of the machines remaining
unused statewide.
Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state government and distributed to
more than 400 newspapers
(continued from page 1)
statewide. It is funded priSouthern Seven Health marily by the Illinois Press
Department has set up TwitFoundation and the Robert
ter, Instagram, Facebook
R. McCormick Foundation.
and YouTube accounts.
***
A Dongola Public Library Board of Trustees
meeting scheduled for
Union County Sheriff
6 p.m. Jan. 12 has been
Scott Harvel has released
moved to 6 p.m. Jan. 19.
his department’s monthly
***
The grandstand lineup activity report for Novemhas been announced for the ber.
Highlights from the re2021 Du Quoin State Fair.
Among the entertainers port follows:
Felony arrests, three.
who are scheduled to perform are REO Speedwag- Misdemeanor arrests, eight.
on, Hardy, Ludacris, Riley Traffic arrests, 28. Warrant
Green, Jamey Johnson and arrests, none. Total arrests,
39.
Ron White.
Cases opened, 22. Drug
***
With this week’s issue, investigations, one. Crash
The Gazette-Democrat be- reports, 19. 911 calls, 1,649.
Miles patrolled, 11,312.
gins volume number 172.

News Notes

Sheriff issues
monthly report
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Vaccines arrive, still long road ahead
By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The
first doses of a COVID-19
vaccine approved by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration arrived in Illinois
Monday, but officials said
there’s still a need for social
distancing, face coverings
and other mitigations as
a full rollout could take
months.
While Gov. JB Pritzker
hailed distribution of the
vaccine, manufactured by
the drug company Pfizer, as
the “beginning of the end”
of the pandemic, many questions are still unanswerable
as to the timeline of distribution for future shipments and
that of a second potential
vaccine.
“Today marks only the
beginning of the national
vaccination rollout,” Pritzker said at his daily briefing
Monday in Chicago.
“This week the very first
recipients of the very first
phase will receive their first
of two doses of this COVID-19 vaccine.
“To put it in perspective,
in total, Illinois will be receiving about 109,000 doses
this week.
“Nationally, there are
approximately 24 million
people who the (U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention) classifies as
Phase 1A. Our destination
is clear, but the road ahead
will be long.”
Phase 1A of vaccine distribution includes health care
workers and long-term care
facility residents.
Future recipients will
be based on recommendations of the CDC’s Advisory
Committee on Immunization
Practices, or ACIP.
Pritzker and health officials said the vaccine has
been developed at an “incredible pace,” but it has
gone through the regulatory
process “in a transparent
manner under arguably the
most public scrutiny of any
vaccine candidate in human
history.”
The CDC recommended
the vaccine for all Americans 16 years of age and
over.
Those who have had severe allergic reactions to
vaccines in the past should
consult with their doctor
about receiving the vaccine,
per the recommendations.
“The CDC has also recommended that pregnant
women have a discussion
with their doctor weighing
the risk of taking the vaccine, or waiting for more
data on vaccine safety,”
Pritzker said, noting there is
no data as to how the vaccine would affect pregnant
women.
The governor was joined
by Dr. Michael Olson, a
member of the state’s independent vaccine review
board, which analyzed trial
data regarding the vaccine’s
effectiveness and side effects.
Olson, an assistant professor of medical microbiology
at Southern Illinois University’s School of Medicine,
said the review board included experts in immunology,
epidemiology and infectious
disease among others.
“We have independently
reviewed the available scientific data supporting the
authorization of the COVID-19 vaccine,” he said.
“We are in full agreement
with the FDA authorization
and CDC recommendation
of the vaccine.”
The two-dose vaccine had
an effectiveness rate of 95
percent among a study of
30,000 volunteers.
“Typically, local side effects were mild for redness
in the arm,” he said.
“Other side effects that
were more systemic involved fatigue and headache,
and those are most common
in the younger subset of the
population that was vaccinated, and they were a little

bit stronger upon receiving
the second dose.”
Olson said not all would
have those side effects,
which constitute an immune
response to the vaccine.
The Pfizer vaccine, unlike
the seasonal flu shot, does
not contain the virus or viral
material.
Rather, it is an mRNA,
or messenger RNA vaccine,
which creates a piece of genetic code that instructs the
cells to create proteins which
trigger an immune response.
The immune response
produces antibodies that
work to prevent infection,
according to the CDC. Per
the CDC, the mRNA “never
enters the nucleus of the cell,
which is where our DNA
(genetic material) is kept,”
and the body breaks down
mRNA soon after the material triggers the necessary
immune reaction.
“Long-term side effects
are unknown at this point
in time, given the length of
time that is available to study
the vaccine. The report was
very careful to state that we
have watched this for two
months post-second vaccination and so the data at this
point in time reflects what is
currently known,” he said.
Olson said the vaccine
development was expedited
because research has long
been underway for mRNA
vaccines in flu studies and
other studies, which had
yielded promising results.
“But then there became a
large need and demand, an
influx of money, they were
able to use trial sites that
were already existing, and
last but not least, there were
volunteers and a pandemic
going on,” he said.
The effectiveness of the
vaccine could be judged
because those in the study
who were given a placebo
came down with COVID-19
at a higher rate than those
who were given the actual

vaccine.
“So a question we often
get is that ‘will you get the
vaccine?’” he said. “And as
an advisory committee, or as
a work group, we would say,
‘Yes we will.’ And we will
get that when it’s our turn.”
He added recipients cannot be infected with COVID-19 after receiving the
vaccine and cannot spread
the virus because they have
received the vaccine. It is
not known if a vaccinated
person can spread the virus
if they are exposed to it in
the community.
“This vaccine only provides a very small subset, or
a small piece of one protein
or just a part of the virus.
And so as your body responds to it, there’s no way
for a new virus to form,
there’s no way for that to be
passed on,” he said.
He said it is not yet clear
how long the vaccine will
be able to protect the recipient, as trials have only been
ongoing for two months
post-second dose.
The state announced earlier Monday approximately
43,000 doses of the vaccine
were delivered to the state’s
Strategic National Stockpile.
Chicago also received a
direct shipment from the
federal government, while
health departments in Cook,
Lake, Madison and St. Clair
counties will receive shipments this week as well,
according to the governor’s
office.
Illinois Department of
Public Health director Ngozi
Ezike said the state will track
each dose of the vaccine in
an existing state immunization registry, which vaccine
providers must update in a
timely manner.
“To be part of this vaccination effort for COVID,
you have to have registered
with that, signed off on all
the agreements that you will
follow ACIP guidance, that

you will follow IDPH guidance, that you will log every
single dose that’s given and
give all the information on
every recipient – name, address, date of birth, ethnicity
data – all of that information
has to be put in for every
single person within 24
hours and uploaded into our
system,” she said.
The system will allow the
state to target the vaccine to
underserved communities,
according to Ezike.
“At the state level we will
be able to see who has been
immunized and which parts
of the state where there’s
more uptake of the immunization, which areas that
maybe don’t have enough
uptake,” she said, noting
they can target education or
outreach efforts based on the
information.
Another vaccine, manufactured by the drug company Moderna, has also been
submitted for FDA Emergency Use Authorization,
but Pritzker said it is unclear
how many of those doses
would be received once it is
authorized. Pritzker said he
was hopeful the Moderna
vaccine could be approved
by next week.
“Starting next week with
the potential FDA approval
of the Moderna vaccine,
Illinois will begin reserving portions of our weekly
shipments for residents and
staff of Illinois long-term
care facilities,” Pritzker said.
“The federal government
is directing and managing
that distribution, and those
vaccinations through federal contracts with CVS and
Walgreens.”
Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state government and distributed to
more than 400 newspapers
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.

Your safety is our priority.
For the ﬁfth time in a row, Saint Francis Medical Center
received an ‘A’ for Patient Safety from Leapfrog Hospital
Safety Grade!
At Saint Francis, safety is our priority. Even in the midst of a
global pandemic, our physicians and colleagues demonstrate
our commitment to exceptional quality, outcomes and
patient experience. Our patients and community truly beneﬁt
from our nationally recognized, award-winning care.

MEDICAL CENTER
211 Saint Francis Drive | Cape Girardeau, MO 63703
573-331-3000 | sfmc.net/Leapfrog
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State officials encourage Illinois
residents to be prepared for
winter weather conditions

Saving levee in Union County

Many people came together in the spring of 2017 to save a levee near Wolf
Lake. Union County engineer Kevin Grammer said the effort to save the levee
was one of his proudest moments during 12 years of service. File photo.

Union County engineer retires
After 35 years, Kevin
Grammer is retiring from
public service.
For the past 12 years,
Grammer has served as
Union County’s engineer.
His service as head of
the Union County Highway Department ended on
Monday.
Grammer is being succeeded by Jeff Denny, a
Union County native. Denny comes to Union County
after serving as Alexander
County’s engineer.
While he is retiring from
public service, Grammer

will continue to work in
the field. He has accepted a
position with a private engineering consulting firm.
In reflecting on his tenure, Grammer said “it has
been a pleasure to serve the
people of this county.”
Over the years, Grammer
has faced a wide range of
unique and special challenges, along with duties of
overseeing the well-being,
upkeep and improvement of
nearly 500 miles of county
roads.
The challenges have included major floods, ice

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906

(618) 833-6999

51-3G

and wind storms, a blizzard,
an inland hurricane and, in
2020, a pandemic.
As county engineer,
Grammer said that among
the major accomplishments
he has overseen have been
bridge improvements.
Twenty-one concrete
bridges have been built.
Nearly 62 wood deck bridges have been replaced with
culverts. More bridge work
is planned.
One moment which he
looks back on with special
pride came in the spring of
2017.
In May of that year, issues
surrounding a sand boil
along a Mississippi River
levee west of Wolf Lake
almost led to devastating
consequences.
Many people, representing a wide range of agencies
and departments, came together to meet the challenge.
Thanks to what Grammer
remembered as a “herculean
effort,” the levee was saved
and a disaster was averted.
With the arrival of a
new county engineer this
week, Grammer said he was
confident about a smooth
transition for the Union
County Highway Department, which has 14 full-time
employees.
As he prepared to move
on to the next chapter in
his life, Grammer said that
he will miss the people of
Union County.

FREE TRIAL?
Maybe….maybe not. If you have to
give a debit or credit card number,
you may end up paying big.
These “free” offers almost always
have strings attached and require
more action by you to avoid
more charges.
Give us a call or visit our
Facebook page to find out how
to avoid paying too much
before you sign up.

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com
Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street
Anna • 618-833-8506
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1002 Public Square
Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546
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Those in Illinois know
that winter weather is inevitable.
Knowing what to do before a winter storm strikes
can provide peace of mind
and ultimately impact how
well people respond and
recover from any winter
storm.
To help Illinois residents
be prepared for winter
weather, the Illinois Emergency Management Agency, IEMA, and National
Weather Service, NWS,
developed a Winter Weather Preparedness Guide to
help families prepare for
extreme cold, snow and ice.
“Being unprepared for
winter weather is not only
inconvenient, but it can be
dangerous,” IEMA director
Alicia Tate-Nadeau said in
a news release.
“We are encouraging all
Illinoisans to take a few
minutes to put together your
home and vehicle emergency supply kits and review
the steps you should take to
stay safe during hazardous
winter weather.”
A study published in
2020 by the University
of Illinois Chicago found
that nearly 95 percent of
temperature related deaths
in Illinois were due to cold
weather.
According to the NWS,
the coldest temperature on
record occurred on Jan. 31,
2019, when the mercury
dropped to 38 degrees below zero near Mt. Carroll
in Carroll County. The previous record of 36 degrees
below zero was set in 1999.
Being in the cold too long
can cause serious health
problems.
Hypothermia, or a drop
in the body’s core temperature, does not require
sub-arctic temperatures
and can set in when you are
indoors and outdoors.
Hypothermia is especially dangerous and can be fatal if not detected promptly
and treated properly.
Frostbite occurs when
your extremities (fingers,
toes, nose, and ears) are
exposed to cold weather.
The skin may become
stiff and numb leading to
severe tissue damage.
Frostbite can permanently damage the body, and
severe cases can lead to
amputation.
Take Precautions When
Working Outside
“Many Illinois workers,
such as first-responders,
public works crews and
construction workers, will
have to brave the outdoor
elements this winter to do
their jobs,” Illinois Department of Labor director
Michael Kleinik said.
“It is vital for these workers to prepare ahead for

severe conditions. Proper
clothing is a must but making sure your body is ready
for the added stress is also
important.”
H o s p i t a l e m e rg e n c y
rooms see an increase in cardiac incidents each winter.
The frigid cold causes
your body to go into protection mode, narrowing blood
vessels. That can increase
strain on the heart for those
doing hard physical labor.
Preventative maintenance
is a good idea. Medical
professionals encourage
people who must work outside regularly in the winter
weather consider scheduling
a physical exam before that
winter work begins.
Common sense and
self-awareness are the keys
to winter weather safety.
Workers should know
the signs of hypothermia,
not push their bodies to an
extreme, layer clothing and
make sure they have plenty
of fluids to avoid dehydration.
Recognize Home Heating Dangers
Every year, more than
400 people die in the United States from accidental
carbon monoxide, CO, poisoning.
CO is found in fumes
produced any time you burn
fuel in cars or trucks, small
engines, stoves, lanterns,
grills, fireplaces, gas ranges
or furnaces.
CO can build up indoors
and poison people and animals who breathe it.
“Heating equipment is
one of the leading causes
of home fire deaths with
half of home heating fires
occurring during the months
of December, January and
February,” Illinois State Fire
Marshal Matt Perez said.
“That is why it’s so important to have your furnace, wood burning stoves,
fireplaces and chimneys
inspected and cleaned by
licensed professionals every
year.

“Test all smoke and
CO alarms in the homes
monthly and replace expired or broken alarms.
Having these heating devices checked and serviced
will help prevent fires and
tragedies from occurring
in our communities this
winter.”
Ice and Snow, Take it
Slow
Preparing for winter also
means adjusting your driving habits.
Snowy or ice-coated
roads and reduced visibility due to fog or blowing
snow results in thousands of
motor vehicle crashes every
year in Illinois.
Many of these crashes
can be avoided by slowing
down on city streets, rural
roads and highways.
Traffic studies have
shown that many times, minor accumulations of snow
or ice on roads can be just
as dangerous for motorists
as major snowstorms.
“As we head into winter, the preparations and
planning you do today can
save your life in the months
ahead,” Acting Illinois
Transportation Secretary
Omer Osman said.
“Pack an emergency kit
to store in your vehicle.
Build extra time in your
schedules if you are driving this winter. Give our
plows and workers room to
do their jobs. And always
be asking yourself when
the forecast calls for snow
and ice: Is this trip really
necessary?”
For the latest road conditions and other travel
information, bookmark
and follow IDOT’s www.
GettingAroundIllinois.com
throughout the year.
For more information
about winter weather preparedness, including the
Weathering Winter guide
from the Illinois Department of Public Health, visit
the Ready Illinois website
at www.Ready.Illinois.gov.

Students in the accountancy program at Shawnee
Community College recently achieved QuickBooks
Certified User, QBCU, recognition.
The recognition came
after the students exhibited
a 100 percent pass rate on
certification achievement.
Shawnee Community
College students Elizabeth
Austin-Skaggs, Bethany
Bell, Zachary Clutts, Rebecca Loyd, Jaycee Pender,
Lellia Schultz and Rachel
Vaughn earned the recognition.

They were recognized for
practicing proper accrual
financial record-keeping in
an electronic environment
using QuickBooks Desktop
and the QuickBooks Online
format throughout the fall
2020 semester while attending Shawnee Community
College.
In addition, the students
gained QuickBooks expertise in achieving setup
of a business or personal account in the online
utilities, maintenance of
accounts and subsidiary
ledgers through lists, sales
and purchasing for both a
service-based and merchandising based business, as
well as building customized
reports were practiced.
QBCU designation confirms the students’ skills in
a professional accountancy
position.
Basic financial recording
keeping gained through
Shawnee Community
College’s bookkeeping
and financial accounting
courses are expanded in
the ACC219 course for
applicable accountancy
standards found in Intuit
QuickBooks.
The college described
Intuit Quickbooks as “the
industry leader in managerial accounting software
for entrepreneurs and small
business.”

Shawnee Community College
accountancy program students
earn Quickbooks recognition
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Sports

1,236 in Union County

76,579: preliminary
harvest total for 2020
firearm deer season
The Illinois Department
of Natural Resources,
IDNR, has announced that a
preliminary total of 76,579
deer were taken by hunters
during the seven-day 2020
Illinois firearm deer season
that concluded on Sunday,
Dec. 6.
A final total of 75,417
deer were harvested during
the firearm season in 2019.
The preliminary harvest
for the second segment of
the firearm season (Dec.
3-6) was 29,432, compared
with 25,176 during the second season in 2019.
The preliminary harvest
for the first segment of this
year’s firearm season (Nov.
20-22) was 47,147 deer.
The archery deer season
continues through Jan. 17,
2021.
Preliminary figures from
IDNR showed that hunters harvested a total of
1,236 deer in Union County
during the seven-day 2020
firearm deer season.
The total included 772 in

the first season and 464 in
the second season.
Union County’s 2020
harvest total was down from
the 1,293 recorded in 2019.
Harvest totals for other
area counties in 2020 included:
Alexander County: first
season 257, second season
166, total of 423; down
from 453 in 2019.
Jackson County: first season 1,227, second season
855, total of 2,082; down
from 2,109 in 2019.
Johnson County: first
season 857, second season
461, total of 1,318; down
from 1,384 in 2019.
Massac County: first season 219, second season 172,
total of 391; down from 435
in 2019.
Pulaski County: first season 177, second season 107,
total of 284; up from 279
in 2019.
Williamson County: first
season 943, second season
695, total of 1,638; down
from 1,860 in 2019.
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High jumper’s career
Coach got his start in
high school football with took him to Olympics
By Mike Estel
In 1989, he went 6-6
junior league program
Cameron Wright made and won the Southwestern
By Mike Estel
Someone asked me
awhile back how Milton
Jung ever got in coaching
high school football.
Well, he was completely
on the money in asking me
because I knew exactly
where he got his feet wet in
the coaching world.
One day while I was
coaching a team in tackle
football in the junior league
program at the Anna City
Park in the 1970s, a man
who I had never seen before, asked me if I needed
any help coaching. He had
a young son playing on the
team.
There was a lot of trouble
then finding someone to
assist in help coaching and
I readily accepted his offer.
I would be the first to
admit that we didn’t always
agree on certain play calls
and a little later on, I would
not agree with him all the
time on certain play calls
when he became a head
coach.
The Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School
football coach Mike Rude
at that time came by one
day while we were practic-

ing. He knew that Milton
was a teacher and asked
him if he wanted to help out
with football.
Milton readily accepted
and became an assistant
coach. When he took over
as head coach later he built
a winning program at A-J,
which included the 1984
Class 3A State Championship.
Over the years, he has
been probably one of the
most knowledgeable persons in football that I can
recall.
Milton became a very
proven and good football
coach. I do believe his playing high school football at
Sparta High School and for
Southern Illinois University
at Carbondale really helped
him groom for a coaching
career.
He has long been retired
from teaching and coaching at A-J and makes his
home now in Southeast
Missouri.
It’s always been interesting to me that Milton got
that start from that Anna
Junior League program that
also helped launch other
winning teams at A-J.

No positive cases reported at Anna facility

National Guard sent to help staff
at LaSalle, two other veterans homes

By Sarah Mansur
Capitol News Illinois
smansur@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Gov.
JB Pritzker said Thursday,
Dec. 10, his administration
has requested the help of
the Illinois National Guard
at three of four state-run
veterans homes, including
two homes that are dealing
with COVID-19 outbreaks.
Pritzker said the National
Guard members were sent
to the LaSalle Veterans’
Home on Dec. 10, and
would arrive on Monday,
Dec. 14, at state-run homes
in Quincy and Manteno to
provide “staff support for
screening and handling
testing data tracking so that
medical staff can focus on
direct patient support.”
The LaSalle Veterans’
Home reported an additional
death last week, bringing the
death toll at the facility to 33
residents since a coronavirus
outbreak was first reported
at the home on Nov. 1.
“Since the current outbreak at the home, every
employee is tested with rapid result antigen tests prior
to every shift and residents

are tested every day. In recent weeks this protocol has
identified six asymptomatic
staff as carriers. As a result
of that identification, they
were able to isolate,” Pritzker said at his daily news
conference on Dec. 10.
He said an outbreak at
the Quincy facility, which
includes six separate residential buildings, had resulted in positive tests for
32 of 293 residents, along
with 22 staff, “though it is
currently primarily limited
to one residential building
within the home and staff
do not work among multiple buildings.”
Illinois Department of
Public Health staff and
specialists with the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs had visited the Quincy
site in recent days, Pritzker
said.
The veterans home in
Manteno had reported three
of 169 residents and four
staff who were positive for
COVID-19, according to
Pritzker.
He said the Illinois Veterans Home in Anna and
the Prince Home, which is
a separate facility on the

IDNR Conservation Police
honored by national association
Following successful
education and enforcement
actions during the threeday 2020 Fourth of July
holiday, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources,
IDNR, Conservation Police Officers, CPOs, have
been named top mid-sized
agency in the Operation
Dry Water program by the
National Association of
State Boating Law Administrators.
“Our Conservation Police spend entire days on the
water in the summer, speaking with boaters, checking safety equipment and
watching for and enforcing
Operating Under the Influence (OUI) laws,” IDNR
director Colleen Callahan
said in a news release.
“They work tirelessly,
regardless of the awards
received. Still, we’re extremely proud of their
achievements this year and every year.”
The Operation Dry Water
program recognizes law
enforcement officers and
agencies which are making
a positive impact on the recreational boating communi-

ty through the deterrence of
boating under the influence.
I D N R Co n s er v atio n
Police participate in the
program annually, which
observes heightened enforcement each year over
the July 4th holiday.
During the 2020 enforcement weekend, IDNR
CPOs contacted more than
1,300 vessels, engaging
with more than 4,000 boaters.
Additionally, they issued more than 350 written
warnings and more than
125 citations.
CPOs made 20 OUI arrests on Illinois waterways
during the three-day holiday weekend.
“I commend our officers
for what they accomplished
during this year’s Operation
Dry Water program,” said
Timothy Tyler, director
of IDNR’s Office of Law
Enforcement.
“Finding the right blend
of education and enforcement, especially while
people are recreating, is
difficult, but our officers do
it extremely well and this
award shows that.”

Manteno campus, had not
reported any positive cases
among residents or staff in
their most recent tests.
Earlier last week, Pritzker dismissed the question
when he was asked by a
reporter whether he has
considered accepting help
from the National Guard
at the state-run veterans’
homes.
On Dec. 10, Pritzker
apologized for being dismissive.
“In retrospect, I had directed every member of
my administration to move
quickly to respond with
every available resource to
assist (the Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs),
and National Guard was
asked to be of assistance
before I was made aware,”
he said.
The assistance from
members of the National
Guard comes days after
the LaSalle home Administrator Angela Mehlbrech
was fired from her position,
and the facility’s director of
nursing was placed on leave
pending an investigation
from the acting inspector
general of the Illinois Department of Human Services.
Lawmakers in the Illinois
General Assembly have
also called for investigations into IDVA’s response
to the LaSalle outbreak.
The Illinois House Judiciary-Civil committee previously had announced it
was opening an inquiry into
the deaths and requested
documents and information
from the facility.

The House Veterans’ Affairs Committee plans to
hold a subject-matter hearing on the LaSalle outbreak
this week, and the Senate
Veterans Affairs Committee held one subject-matter
hearing on the outbreak last
month.
Last week, the Senate
Veterans Affairs Committee also requested a list of
documents and information
related to the LaSalle outbreak from IDVA.
Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service covering state government and distributed to
more than 400 newspapers
statewide. It is funded primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.

Weather
High 66, low 22

Temperatures ranged
from a high of 66 degrees
to a low of 22 during the
period of Dec. 8-14 in the
Union County area.
Precipitation for the period included .37 of an inch
on Dec. 11, .06 of an inch
on Dec. 12 and .01 of an
inch on Dec. 13.
Following are temperatures for the period as recorded by local weather
observer Dana Cross in
Jonesboro:
H L
Tuesday, Dec. 8
49 22
Wednesday, Dec. 9 64 29
Thursday, Dec. 10
66 33
Friday, Dec. 11
63 42
Saturday, Dec. 12
57 42
Sunday, Dec. 13
42 36
Monday, Dec. 14
39 24

Happy
50th to
my A-J
Wildcat!
Stop in
Hebrewz
and wish
Robbie a
Happy
Birthday.
1GC

the Olympics in Atlanta in
the high jump during 1996.
The former Anna-Jonesboro Community High
School athlete had a record
setting jump of 7-feet, 6.5
-inches that was set in the
Olympic Trials. The World
Record of 8-0 then was
held by Cuba’s Javier Sotomajor in 1991.
Cameron failed to qualify
for the Olympic finals. His
jump was only 7-2.5, which
was below his other mark.
This ended his Olympic
dreams.
However, he didn’t end
his career there. He then
traveled to Europe, but not
on vacation. He competed
in four meets with a goal
in mind.
“I wanted to show Europe that I’m a better jumper than 7-2.5,” he said at
the time.
Had he cleared 7-4 in the
Olympics, he would have
made the finals. Cameron
had jumped 7-4 or better
six times since that 1996
Olympic Trial. His personal
best was 7 -6.5.
“Cameron was one of
the hardest working players that I ever coached,”
former Anna Junior High
School track coach Ron
Fulenwider said. “He was
also a no-nonsense player.
He came to practice with
the intent of improving his
skills.”
He moved to Marion
early during his high school
career.
“He got the proper coaching fundamentals, and his
career began to blossom
there,” Fulenwider said.
While still at A-J he
placed among the top five
high jumpers in the state
with a jump of 5-8.

Egyptian Conference. In
1991, he won the 2A State
High Jump with a 7-1 effort.
He went to Southern Illinois University at Carbondale on a track scholarship
and excelled all four years
in the high jump.
In 1992, he won the Kansas Relays with a 7-4.5
jump. That year, he finished
10th at the NCAA Outdoor
meet and made All-American.
In 1993, he finished 3rd
at the NCAA indoor meet
and earned All-American
with a 7-3 jump.
In 1994, he had a less
than stellar season only
topping 7-0 one time and
winning 3rd in the Missouri
Valley Conference.
He continued to work on
his high jumping and had
improved during the 1995
season when he won the
SEMOtion Relay with a
7-4.5 effort and the MVC
Outdoor with a 7.2.5. He
also finished 6th in the
NCAA Outdoor meet to
earn All-American.
In 1996, he won seven
track meets. Starting in
Febuary of that year he
won the SIU/USA Track
Invitational, MVC Indoor,
SEMOtion Relays, Tyson
Invitational, Kansas Relays,
National Invitation, Long
Beach Classic and finished
3rd in the USA Olymic
Trials, 7-6.5, and 2nd in the
Bruce Jenner Classic. The
7-6.5 jump earned him the
spot on the U.S. Oympic
team.
He has been inducted in
the SIUC Hall of Fame.
Cameron is married and
is a pharmaceutical representative living in Springfield, Mo.

CheCk out our seleCtion
of sausage, steak and More!

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Route 146 E & I-57 Junction
5565 St. Rt. 146 East • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986
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Dongola Public library District

annual rePort of receiPts anD Disbursements
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020
receiPts:
Real Estate Taxes
Fines and Fees
Grants
E-Rate Grants
Miscellaneous
Donations
Interest
total receiPts

$35,684
$164
$2,384
$7,608
$30
$271
$122
$46,263

Disbursements:
Salaries Under $25,000
Insurance
Library Materials
Library Supplies
Repairs/Maintenance
Memberships/Dues
Utilities
Taxes
Small Equipment
Legal and Accounting
Postage
Travel
Programs
Consulting
Banking

$14,904
$1,965
$1,022
$933
$4,395
$1,285
$3,913
$1,212
$190
$1,955
$78
$35
$113
$300
$25

Disbursements to venDors $2,500 or more
Clearwave Communications
$3,546
total Disbursements

$35,871

Prepared and Certified by: ________________________
Carol Reeves, Treasurer
Dongola Public Library District

1G

The Gazette-Democrat

Thursday, December 17, 2020

Section A - Page 5

IDOA reports new requirements for Rural Health Inc. donates blankets
cover crops program applicants
to family care center in Metropolis
Illinois Department of
Agriculture, IDOA, plans
to open the second year of
the Fall Covers for Spring
Savings Program on Dec.
15 with a few new requirements.
IDOA reports that this
year, applicants will be required to certify their cover
crops approved through
their local FSA office before applying.
Applicants will also need
their current FSA-578 and
federal crop insurance policy number(s) for the 2021
application process.
The program is applicable for acreage in Illinois
planted to cover crops in
the fall of 2020 that will be
planted to an insurable crop
in 2021.
Eligible applicants receive a $5 per acre premium

discount on the following
year’s crop insurance invoice for every acre of cover crop enrolled and verified
in the program.
The discount program
was designed to promote
additional acres of cover
crops that are not covered
by other state or federal
incentives.
IDOA will use a combination of tools to verify
acres applied for through
this pilot program are planted in cover crops.
The program is only
applicable for those with
coverage through the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Risk Management Agency,
USDA-RMA, crop insurance program.
Confirmed applications
will be forwarded to the
USDA-RMA for process-

ing and applying premium
discounts to 2021 crop
insurance invoices.
The inaugural season
of the premium discount
program, initiated by State
Sen. Scott Bennett and Sen.
Andy Manar, resulted in
an additional 50,000 acres
of cover crops planted in
the state, with 70 percent
of applicants identified as
planting cover crops for the
first time.
IDOA says that farmers
are encouraged to take this
program into consideration
when making planting decisions.
Applications will be
available in December on
the Illinois Department of
Agriculture website. Further information can be
obtained by contacting the
IDOA at 217-782-6297.

DUTCH GUTTERING, Inc.
Serving Our Customers Since 1979
Join the Dutch Family Today!

We Want To Wish
Our Many Friends
and Customers A
Merry Christmas And
A Happy New Year!
Ask About our
winter speciAls.

• Seamless Aluminum Guttering
• Siding and Overhang
• Service & Repair
• Home Pressure Washing
• Storm Damage
• Gutter Clean-outs
Residential & Commercial
Top Quality & Affordability
New Construction
AND Remodeling

FREE Estimates

618-351-1881
Rated #1 by

1-3G

Staff members

Rural Health Incorporated staff members created 13 blankets which were
donated to the Hope Unlimited Family Care Center in Metropolis. Photos
provided.

Rural Health Inc. has
donated blankets to the
Hope Unlimited Family
Care Center in Metropolis...
just in time for the holiday
season.
The 13 blankets were
created by the following
staff relations committee
members who volunteered
their time and efforts for the
special effort:
Carol Hartman, Metropolis clinic; Kayla
Sadler, Anna clinic; Nancy
Sweitzer, Dongola clinic;
Chrissy Childers, Goreville clinic; Kristi Barnhart,
Anna clinic; Rachel Rios,
Anna clinic; Patty Phillippe, Anna clinic.
In a news release announcing the donation, Rural Health Inc. noted that it
is proud of the way its staff
members “donated their
talents and time in order to
give back to the community and believes they each
embody the giving spirit of
the season.
“The organization is

thankful for the opportunity to provide these
blankets to expecting
families and hopes the
donation goes a long way
with aiding in the care of
children.”
The blankets were donated Wednesday, Dec. 9.
Some of the blankets which
were created also were
shared with various families through Rural Health,
Inc.’s very own OB/GYN
department.
Rural Health Inc. is a
not-for-profit organization
whose mission is to provide
quality services to all in
need of healthcare while being committed to the overall
health and well-being of the
underserved.
Services include family medicine, behavioral
health, OB/GYN, general
dentistry and more.
Rural Health Inc. serves
Union, Johnson and Massac
counties, with locations in
Anna, Dongola, Vienna,
Metropolis and Goreville.

The Illinois Department
of Transportation, IDOT,
is reminding the public to
visit and bookmark GettingAroundIllinois.com for
continually updated information on road conditions
during the winter.
“Weather conditions can
change quickly and whether you’re driving a short
distance or several miles,
Getting Around Illinois is
a great resource to keep
you updated on winter road
conditions throughout the
state,” said acting IDOT
Secretary Omer Osman.
“Before you travel, always ask yourself: Is this
trip really necessary? The
safest decision you can
make during inclement
weather always is to stay
home.”

The Centers for Disease
Control advises that travel
can increase your chance
of spreading and getting
COVID-19; however, if
travel is necessary, IDOT
encourages everyone to be
sure to take steps to protect
yourself and others.
GettingAroundIllinois.
com is available on your
computer and optimized for
smartphones.
The site includes the ability to identify and zoom in
to a location, travel route or
destination on a state map.
Road conditions are recorded by plow drivers
out in the field and relayed
to GettingAroundIllinois.
com through a cloud-based
system to provide a general
overview on IDOT-maintained highways.

Getting Around Illinois provides
latest winter road conditions
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Anna-Jonesboro National Bank
and other participating merchants
join in sponsoring a

cAsh giveAwAy

to encourage you to shop
locally for the holidays.
enter at any participating merchant.

There will be a drawing each Saturday morning, November 28th, December 5th, December
12th and December 19th at Anna-Jonesboro National Bank for a $100.00 winner. The grand
prize drawing will be held Thursday, december 24Th, for a minimum
of $500.00.
Prize winning checks will be written to the winners choice of participating merchants (excluding
banks). Amount must be split between at least two sponsors. Winners will be notified immediately
following the drawings. Individuals and their families only allowed to win once. All entries, other
than previous winners, will be entered in the grand prize drawing December 24th.
◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

The winner of the shop Local drawing on saturday, December 12th, was
Teri Tipsord of cobden. Lauren Lence
of Anna-Jonesboro National Bank
presented the check. Teri and her
husband, Daryle, chose to donate the
money to wiBh coats for Kids drive.

on County
i
n
U
Market
603 East Broad St. • Jonesboro • 833-1725

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

SI Builder Supply, LLC
104 W. Chestnut
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-2103

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Jim & Dot's
Shoe Store
& Western Wear

113 W. DAVIE ST. • ANNA, IL
618-833-5245
TUES. - Fri. 9-5 • SAT. 9-3 • CLOSED MON.

Farmstead
market
"Where Taste
and Quality Meet"

Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 7 Days a Week

Anna90Tire
& Auto Center
Richview Drive • Anna • 833-2122
AND

Cobden
Auto Repair
213 N. Appleknocker • Cobden • 893-2102

Men's, Ladies & Children's Boots
Great Gift Ideas for the Whole Family!

5600 E. Vienna • Anna
Open mon.-sat.
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

Now Doing
Farm and
Road Service

"the legacy continues"
crystal gurley, owner
2297 state Rt. 146 West

Jonesboro • 833-5937

Visit Us On The Web At:
www.ajnational.com
1002 Public Square
Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

201 South Main Street
Anna • 618-833-8506

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

Brad's Collision
Works LLC
511 E. Vienna Street
Anna, IL • (618) 833-3102
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◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM
Name ____________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

Shawn McMahan
and

Rodney Henry
521 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-4721

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM
Name ____________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

208 W. Davie St.
Anna, IL 62906
618-614-5077
◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

1540 old hwy. 51n
Anna, IL • 833-5211
Carlos Gurley
Bumper Gurley

Cardinal
Corner
409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

Celisha Merriman, OD
Paul C. Jacobs, O.D., F.A.C.O.P.
Trevor Crabtree, OD
Jessie Crabtree, OD

316 S. Main • Anna
(618) 833-3777

618-565-1064

C

Your Hometown Store

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆
ENTRY
FORM

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

DEPOSIT AT

angautomotive.com
109 Transcraft Dr. • Anna

833-8755

Rusty's
Home Center
418 E. Davie Street • Anna, IL

(618) 833-2101

300 Leigh Dr. • Anna
833-8592
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U.S. Forest Services notes annual seasonal closures on Shawnee National Forest
With the arrival of the
winter season, the U.S. Forest Service reminds the
public about season closures
which are in effect across the
Shawnee National Forest in
Southern Illinois.
Seasonal road closures
were scheduled to start the
week of Dec. 14.

A list of seasonally closed
roads and exact dates can be
seen on the Motor Vehicle
Use Map, which is available
at any Shawnee National Forest office or online
at www.fs.usda.gov/main/
shawnee/maps-pubs.
Some campgrounds were

scheduled to close Dec.
15, including the Red Bud
(Bell Smith Springs), Pine
Ridge (Pounds Hollow),
Johnson Creek and Tower
Rock campgrounds.
Most campgrounds are
scheduled to reopen on
March 15, 2021, with the

exception of Tower Rock
Campground which reopens
May 1, 2021.
Four campgrounds which
remain open year-round,
include, Pharaoh (Garden of
the Gods), Camp Cadiz, Oak
Point (Lake Glendale) and
the Pine Hills Campgrounds
in Union County.

The Forest Service also
noted that there is a seasonal
wilderness trail restriction
prohibiting stock use which
began Dec. 1 and continues
through March 31.
The restriction includes
the Lusk Creek, Garden of
the Gods and Bay Creek Wildernesses. These restrictions

are necessary to protect wilderness resources, the Forest
Service stated.
The latest Shawnee National Forest information can be
found online at www.fs.usda.
gov/shawnee, as well as on
social media: www.facebook.
com/shawneenatlforest or
twitter.com/shawneenf.
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Anna News

By Martha Ann Webb
Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W.
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.
Honor Wreaths for Veterans
The Honor Wreaths for
Veterans ceremony is this
Saturday, Dec. 19, at 11
a.m. at our Anna Cemetery.
Please wear masks and
gloves and remember to
social distance.
Phil Ray will be leading our ceremony. Here is
the order it is scheduled
to be. VFW honor guard,
flag-bearers.
Opening prayer given by
Phil Ray, National Anthem
by Anna-Jonesboro Community High School band
director Rachel Norton
and the high school concert
choir.
Pledge of Allegiance to
our flag of the United States
of America led by Marine
veteran Jerry Hunter.
Message of honor given
by Phil Ray. Symbolic
wreath laying led by Phil
Ray.
Moment of silence and
Taps honoring deceased
veterans by VFW bugler
Jerry Forcht.
Closing prayer given by
Phil Ray. Then the Honor
Wreaths for Veterans will
be placed on the graves.
Thanksgiving Guests
Guests of Dorothy
Mitchell for several days
at Thanksgiving were
her three children Sharon
Gibson, Debbie and Mike
Ayers, and Wayne Brown
from Vasdale.
While Wayne was here
they took their mother Dorothy to Garden of the Gods
and walked through it,
Cave In Rock and walked
back in the cave, and rode
the ferry to Kentucky.
Dorothy was very excited because she had never
been to these places before.
Guests
Dinner guests of Tina
Bryant were some friends
Ginny Moore from Herrin, Renee Tate and Liza
Osborn from Anna. Also
a few friends from Cape
Girardeau. They ate and sat
around and talked.
Surprise Dinner
Jimmy Trambley surprised his wife Cheyenne
and daughter Ava with a
dinner to Outback Steak
House in Cape.
Outing
David and Marie Samuel
enjoyed Rim Rock Trail in
the Shawnee National Forest. There are five benches
to sit and rest on along the
trail.
Anniversary
Dec. 9 Ed and Sheila
Plott.
Prayers
Please keep Mildred Halterman in your prayers. She
is very sick.
Shawnee Quilters
In keeping with their
December tradition, Shawnee Quilters are collecting
stuffed animals. These will
be distributed to the Children’s Resource Network
in Anna.
The guild is not having
meetings now, so stuffed
animals can be left in a
bin that is on the porch of
volunteer guild members.
Other members will pick
up donations and deliver
them when contacted.
This is just one of the
community projects organized by the Shawnee Quilt
Guild Kid’s Quilts committee that makes and donates
quilts to local agencies for
children in need.
The guild supplies quilts
and stuffed animals highlights. They believe the
quilts (blankets) and stuffed
animals to be an important
part of helping these children adjust to their new
environments.

Thanks to all who contribute these in any way.
You’re making a big difference in a child’s life.
The guild’s current president is from Marion, but
members are from at least
six counties. Jackson,
Perry, Pope, Williamson,
Franklin and Union counties all have members in
their Shawnee Quilt Guild.
Trip
Brenda Allen recently
visited her dad John in
Charleston, Mo.
Honor Wreaths Name
Correction
The Honor Wreaths given by Ken and Carol Dillow
should have read like this.
Ken and Carol Dillow:
their donation was for their
two brothers in law D. G.
Sanders (Duffy) and Edward Kaupas and for two
veterans who don’t have
anyone to buy for them.
Anna Heights Baptist
Church
Birthdays: Dec. 19 Melissa Teske, 20 Jane Miller, 21 Juanita Heisner, 22
Jeanine Schaefer, 23 David Schlenker, Carolyn
Schramka, Rebecca Yates,
24 Melissa Keck, Ann Middleton, Ruby Yates.
Anniversaries: 22 Larry
and Jane Miller, 23 Rick
and Debbie Laster, 24, Bill
and Ann Pace.
Anna Heights will have
a Christmas Eve service
Thursday, Dec. 24, at 5
p.m.
Pastor Darryl Williams
continued his sermon series, Born for This. This
week: Jesus was born King
of the Jews, with scripture
from Matthew.
Be sure to look on their
social platforms, Facebook
and YouTube for up to date
Bible studies and Sunday
morning 10:30 a.m. worship service and Wednesday Bible study at 7 p.m.,
www.annaheights.com.
Anna Heights has in person worship also on Sundays at 8 a.m. and 10:30
a.m. and small group Bible
study at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings.
In attendance on Dec.
6, there were 47 at the 8
a.m. service and 80 in the
10:30 service. Small group
attendance was 155.
A special thanks to Terrie
Rhymer for always sending
me the Anna Heights Baptist Church news and other
news she sends me.
It was good to see Terrie
and Willie at the United
Missionary Baptist Church
Christmas Bazaar. Terrie
had given me that information for my Anna news or I
would have missed that bazaar. They had a lot of nice
Christmas items and good
cookies, fudge and pies.
Trip
Willie and Terrie Rhymer along with Bob and
Betty Caraker traveled to
Sikeston, to go shopping
at the Sikeston Trade Fair,
and outlet stores with a
stop to eat at Lamberts on
Thursday, Dec. 10.
Honor Wreaths for Veterans
Two more names have
been added to the Honor
Wreaths for Veterans.
Susan Rendleman wanted to place a wreath on
Mike Alcorn long time
drivers ed teacher and
A-JCHS. Shirley Page in
memory of her husband
Paul.
Bridget and Kevin Williams from Benton called
want to come help lay
wreaths. Kevin’s dad was
Bobby J. Williams, who
fought in the Korean War.
Anna VFW
(A fish fry which had

A special thanks to Bradley Casper, Phil Ray,
Bryan and Frank Williams for helping with our Honor
Wreaths for Veterans service last year. Frankie puts
the large American flags out at the entrance to all
our ways to get into the Anna Cemetery.

Phil Ray will lead our Honor Wreaths for Veterans
Ceremony and Jerry Forcht will play his bugle this
Saturday, Dec. 19, at 11 a.m. at our Anna Cemetery.
Everyone is invited to attend. Please wear a mask,
gloves and use social distance.

A special thanks to these young people for
helping us lay the Honor Wreaths for Veterans
at our first ceremony at our Anna Cemetery last
year. Looking forward to their help again this year
Saturday, Dec. 19, at 11 a.m. If you would like to
place a wreath on a veterans grave please come
help us. A special thanks to everyone who makes
this day so special.

been planned for Friday has
been cancelled.)
A special thanks to everyone who cooks and
serves these meals and
everyone who buys them
to support the post.They are
very good.
They will be back on Jan.
8 to serve more hot fish.
Hopefully seated inside and
you will be able to sit and
have a great meal and visit
with friends again.
They want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.
United Methodist
Church, Anna
Sunday morning there
are still no in church services. Rev. Tim preached on
the church website. His sermon was from Luke when
the angels told the story of
the birth of our savior to the
shepherds, joy in our hearts.
Rev. Tim sang special
music Joy to the World, I
Have Joy in My Heart and
Joyful We Adore Him.
Rev. Tim also played the
handbells. Marcy Morris
played the piano.
Sunday was the third
Sunday of Advent. Janet
Boyd lit the candle. Rev.
Tim announced the bishop
said there would be no in
church services until further
notice.
Rev. Tim will have a
Christmas Eve service online.
Prayers for families who
have lost loved ones and
those who are sick.
Loaves and Fishes was
planned Tuesday with a
Christmas basket giveaway.
Saturday, Dec. 19, will be
when the church rings the
bells for the Union County
Alliance of Churches at
Kroger.
Union County Alliance
of Churches
The Union County Alliance of Churches will
be ringing bells on weekends at Kroger, Walmart
and Union County Market
through Christmas Eve and
Dec. 28-31 at Walmart. If
anyone would like to ring
the bells please give Pete
Housman a call.
Dec. 18, the Union County Alliance of Churches
plans to sponsor an American Red Cross blood drive
at the Main Street Center
in Anna from 1 p.m. to 6
p.m. Call 800-red cross to
schedule an appointment.
Light House Outreach
Light House Outreach
meets on Sunday mornings
at 10:30 a.m. The church
is located on the corner of
West Chestnut and North
Green streets. Gary Broad-

way is the pastor.
Military Prayer List
Trace Faire, John Michael Brimm, Kaleb Meier, Nathaniel Moss, Derek Nelson, Nick Pearson,
Nate Frankell, Alex Gratz,
Lukas W. Davis, Reagan
Morrison, Garrett Goins,
James McWhorter, Jennifer Ann Bishop, Arin
Whitemountain, Katelynn Williams, Lindsey
Keene, Jacob Schaefer,
Jerod Schaefer, Creighton
Laster, Josh Steveson, Josh
Williams, Jim Bonner, Nick
Harvel, Nona Elizabeth
Luke, Lucas J. Strickland,
William Nathaniel Frankell, Ethan Maze, Tanner
Anderson, Hayden Young,
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden
Glasco, Ryan Hampton,
Brittany Michelle Lence,
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes,
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy
Morse and wife Megan in
Alaska.
Enjoys Reading The
Gazette-Democrat
Barbara Bauer wanted to

The VFW honor guard will be at our Honor
Wreaths for Veterans ceremony this year. Saturday,
Dec. 19, at 11 a.m. A special thanks to them for
their service to our country and for helping with
our ceremony last year.

tell everyone about former
Jonesboro resident Carole
Kinder Watkins who lives
in California, and depends
on The Gazette-Democrat
to keep her up on Union
County news.
She read a recent article
by the Union County Historical Society about the
historic Tunnel Hill School.
She wrote to Barbara to
ask where she could submit
some pictures and information from her mother who
attended that school.
Barbara suggested she
send the historical information to Union County
Historical Society in care
of Patrick Brumleve. Thank
you to The Gazette-Democrat for keeping us informed and connected.

News From Florida
Barbara Bauer’s sister,
former Anna resident Jane
Boyd Gimbel, lives in an
assisted living facility in
Jacksonville, Fla.
Residents there have often been confined to their
rooms with very limited
movement in the halls...
for months now.
Jane doesn’t mind staying in her room most of
the time, but the isolation
is taking its toll on her
health. She doesn’t do text
or email.
If any of her friends
or relatives would like
to drop her a card, her
address is Jane Gimbel,
Taylor Manor, 6605 Chester Ave., Jacksonville, Fla.
32217.
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I am the LORD, there is no other; I form the light, and create the darkness, I make well-being and create woe; I, the LORD, do all these things. Let justice descend, O
heavens, like dew from above, like gentle rain let the skies drop it down. Let the earth open and salvation bud forth; let justice also spring up! I, the LORD, have created this.
For thus says the LORD, the creator of the heavens, who is God, The designer and maker of the earth who established it, Not creating it to be a waste, but designing
it be lived in: I am the LORD, and there is no other. Who announced this from the beginning and foretold it from of old? Was it not I, the LORD, besides whom there is
no other God? There is no just and saving God but me. Turn to me and be safe, all you ends of the earth, for I am God; there is no other! By myself I swear, uttering my
just decree and my unalterable word:
To me every knee shall bend; by me every tongue shall swear, Saying, “Only in the LORD are just deeds and power. Before him in shame shall come all who vent their
anger against him. In the LORD shall be the vindication and the glory of all the descendants of Israel.” From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
************
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him, glory dwelling in our land. Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss. Truth shall spring out of the
earth, and justice shall look down from heaven. The LORD himself will give his benefits; our land shall yield its increase. Justice shall walk before him, and salvation,
along the way of his steps. From the Psalms
************
At that time, John summoned two of his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” When the men
came to the Lord, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?’”
At that time Jesus cured many of their diseases, sufferings, and evil spirits; he also granted sight to many who were blind. And Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and
tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the good news
proclaimed to them. And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me.” From the Gospel of Luke
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Southern Seven adopts new options
for reducing length of quarantine
Southern Seven Health
Department on Dec. 7
announced that it will be
adopting the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s, CDC, new options
for reducing the length of
COVID-19 related quarantines.
The CDC has been recommending a quarantine
period of 14 days; however,
new options allow local
health departments some
acceptable alternatives.
Under the new options,
individuals may be released
from their quarantine by
their local health department after 10 days without
a COVID-19 test and if no
symptoms develop during
their monitoring period.
Quarantine time could be
even shorter if an individual
decides to get a COVID-19
test beginning on day six of
their quarantine.
If an individual receives
a negative COVID-19 test
result and does not develop any symptoms during
their monitoring period,
they may be released from
quarantine after their test
results are received by the
health department.
These new options will
be considered on a case by
case basis, Southern Seven
Health Department reported
in a news release.
The health department
advised that it is important
to note that quarantine is a

term used for individuals
It is through testing that
who are NOT positive for the health department says
COVID-19.
it can effectively track the
The term isolation is used disease and prevent its
for individuals who have a spread to the region’s most
positive case of COVID-19. vulnerable populations.
Due to the risk of seResidents who are unable
vere illness and congre- to be tested are asked to
gate transmission, the Illi- watch for these symptoms:
nois Department of Public
Fever or chills, cough,
Health reports that it does shortness of breath, fatigue,
not recommend the appli- body aches, headache, new
cation of the two shortened loss of taste or smell, sore
quarantine options in con- throat, congestion or runny
Ladies night out
gregate settings.
nose, nausea or vomiting,
The ladies of Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church in Anna had a night out on
Congregate settings and diarrhea.
Monday, Dec. 14, with a dinner provided by The Kitchen on LaFayette.
are places like long-term
If symptoms develop,
Social distancing was practiced, and everyone received either a decorated
care
facilities
and
nursing
begin
isolation immediately
centerpiece or a poinsettia. Photo provided.
homes.
and contact your healthcare
With both options allow- provider about getting testing the reduced quarantine ed for COVID-19, Southern
periods, the health depart- Seven advised.
a nationwide trend as the en- JB Pritzker declined to say
By Peter Hancock
ment said that individuals
The health department
Capitol News Illinois
tire country has experienced whether the state’s increase
must
agree
to
follow
these
said
it continues to see
phancock@capitolrecord numbers of new cases was due in any part to the
additional
procedures
until
community
transmission of
and hospitalizations due to stricter Tier 3 mitigations
newsillinois.com
the
14th
day
following
exCOVID-19
at
social events
SPRINGFIELD – More the pandemic.
that went into effect Nov. 20.
posure
to
an
individual
with
and
gatherings
at alarming
But the increase in new
than 107,000 Illinois workers
Those include closing
COVID-19:
rates.
filed first-time unemploy- jobless claims in Illinois was bars and restaurants to inCorrect and consistent
Southern Seven wants
ment claims in the week prior sharper than it was nationally. door service, closing casimask use (including within anyone who thinks they
According to the U.S. nos, video gaming facilities,
to Dec. 10, which was a 45
percent increase over the pre- Department of Labor, new theaters and indoor recrehomes). Maintaining social may be at risk for contractvious week as the COVID-19 unemployment claims na- ation centers, and limiting
distance. Hand and cough ing this disease to be tested.
pandemic continued to wreak tionwide rose 32 percent over the size of both indoor and
hygiene.
For more details about
havoc on the state and nation- the prior week, to 947,504.
Environmental cleaning COVID-19 testing, or
outdoor public gatherings.
The number of people
al economies.
and disinfection. Avoiding for questions regarding
“Remember that there
The Illinois Department of receiving continuing unemcrowds. Ensuring adequate COVID-19, contact Southare a lot of things that affect
Employment Security report- ployment benefits has also
indoor ventilation.
ern Seven Health Departemployment that occurred
ed that there were 107,616 risen.
Continuing to monitor for ment at 618-634-2297 or
long
before
just
a
couple
of
In Illinois, that number
new claims filed during the
symptoms of COVID-19 visit them on Facebook.
week that ended Saturday, went up 14.5 percent, to weeks ago,” he said.
illness.
“We’ve
seen
layoffs
at
Dec. 5, up from 75,536 the 340,919, while nationally it
major
companies
that
were
Minimizing contact with
previous week. That com- rose 10 percent, to just under
in
the
works
for
some
numpersons
at increased risk
pares to 14,798 initial claims 5.8 million.
for severe illness, including
D u r i n g h i s d a i l y ber of months now, so I can’t
filed during the same period
vulnerable and congregate
Tobie Treece of Dongola
COVID-19 briefing on answer that question.”
last year.
The Labor Department
population.
has been named to the fall
That increase was part of Thursday, Dec. 10, Gov.
also reported that 26,450
As the virus continues semester dean’s list at OlivNews from
people filed for Pandemic News from
to sweep across the region, et Nazarene University in
Unemployment Assistance,
Southern Seven Health Bourbonnais.
a federally funded program
Department encourages
To qualify for the dean’s
A drive-in service was tory of their family and how for a class of workers who
all residents to get tested, list, a full-time undergradheld on the church parking God has blessed each one don’t normally qualify for
John Turner led wor- regardless of symptoms, es- uate student must have
lot Sunday, Dec. 13, at of them.
traditional unemployment.
ship music for the morning pecially if they have been in attained a semester grade
10:35 a.m. and by Zoom
Rev. Armstrong shared
But state officials have
close contact with someone point average of 3.50 or
inside the sanctuary.
scripture from Philippians noted that the PUA program worship service on Sunday,
who has tested positive.
higher on a 4.0 scale.
Singing was led by Pastor and Isaiah about peace on has been fraught with fraud Dec. 13
Pastor Nick’s sermon
Randy Wright and the wor- the third Sunday of Advent. since its inception earlier
ship team.
The message, “Finding this year and it is unclear was titled “How to Have
Becky Armstrong, the Peace in a Chaotic World,” how many of those claims Joy in a Pandemic,” part
7. Scripture was from Phiwife of the Illinois district was given by the Rev. Arm- are legitimate.
superintendent, the Rev. stong. Scripture was from
by Pastor Don Cox
Meanwhile, there was lippians.
Terry Armstrong, brought Luke.
All are welcome to atonly a 1 percent increase in
greetings to the Anna
The message can be new claims filed under the tend services at the church.
Finding the Truth about the "purpose"of
church. She shared the his- found on the church’s web- Pandemic Emergency Un- Information about services
site at annanaz.com and on employment Compensation is available by contacting
life isn't difficult. Go to a cemetery . .
News from
the church’s Facebook page. program, another federal- the church by phone at
then read the Bible from cover to cover.
Birthdays: Erikah Parks, ly-funded program that pro- 833-5416. Office hours are
Dec. 13; Tobie Treece, Dec. vides 13 weeks of additional between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
Congregational Church of Alto Pass
14; Jacob Wright, Dec. 15; jobless benefits for people Monday through Thursday.
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Michelle Tallent, Dec. 18. who have exhausted their The church is located at 409
Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
Friday night Bible study state benefits.
Morgan St. in Anna.
On Sunday, Dec. 13, Pas- is planned at 6:30 p.m. Fri1G
Capitol News Illinois is a
The church hosted an
tor Perry Williams spoke at day, Dec. 18, in the fellownonprofit, nonpartisan news American Red Cross blood
both morning and evening ship hall. CDC guidelines
service covering state gov- drive on Thursday, Dec. 10.
services.
will be followed, with the
The church’s next food
The morning message wearing of masks and social ernment and distributed to
Coaching From the Bleachers
more
than
400
newspapers
giveaway
is planned on
was about the nativity, with distancing. The Bible study
Both
of my daughters played softball in their
statewide. It is funded pri- Jan. 14, starting at 11 in
scripture from Luke.
also will be available on
earlier
years,
and my son played baseball for a couple
The messages were sent Zoom. Pastor Wright can marily by the Illinois Press the parking lot behind the
of
years.
All
3
played
Jr. High Basketball. While I enjoyed
via transmitter for worship- be texted for the password Foundation and the Robert church. It is available to
watching
them
play,
one thing I absolutely hated about
R. McCormick Foundation. anyone in the community.
pers who stayed in their prior to the meeting.
their games is all of the “bleacher coaching” that goes on.
cars on the church’s lower
Sunday School for chilEven from their earliest T-ball games, this was going on.
parking lot while tuned in dren is planned from 9:45
What am I talking about? All of the “suggestions” that are
to their radios on station a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on Dec.
yelled from the stands by parents and/or other fans. Having
87.9 FM.
20.
to tolerate loud parents and fans that “know better” than
The message also was
A parking lot service
the coaches very nearly ruins the experience for me. I’m
live streamed on Facebook, is planned at 10:35 a.m.
100 Kirk Street • Anna
not talking about yelling out words of congratulation for
where it can be viewed.
on Sunday, Dec. 20, if the
833-6702
good plays or effort – I think that’s encouraging to the
During the morning ser- weather permits, and on
Randy Wright, Senior Pastor
kids, but my complaint is with all the instructions people
vice, music director Dee Zoom. Services will be
yell that are often contradictory to what the coach has told
Rose led the worship. Deb- inside the sanctuary if the
bie York was the pianist. weather is bad, following
the player (not to mention distracting to we spectators).
Dee Rose sang a solo, CDC guidelines by wearing
Now, let me make an application. This is really no
“Mary, Did You Know?”
masks, social distancing and
different than what goes on in religion. Picture God as
The church building is families sitting together.
the coach. By sending His Son to die for our sins and
now opened for services.
Bible quizzing is planned
stipulating that we contact His blood through baptism
Check the church’s Face- at 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec.
to be saved (I Pet. 3:21, Rom 6:3-4, Acts 2:38), He has
book page, Jonesboro FBC, 20, in the fellowship hall,
devised a game plan that will lead people to victory. We
for the latest information with CDC guidelines being
can be on His team and follow His plan throughout life
about possible closings.
followed by wearing of
and end with a “winning season.”
Birthdays: Sue Rend- masks and social distancing.
However, there are those misinformed – often
leman, Dec. 13; Lucille
A Wednesday night seruninformed – individuals along the sidelines who will
Eastwood, Dec. 14; Ervina vice is planned at 6:30 p.m.
yell contradictory things at us, such as, “You don’t need
Johnson, Dec. 15; Cynthia on Dec. 23, with praise and
A Non-Denominational Family of Believers
baptism to be saved,” or, “One church is as good as
Boehne, Dec. 18.
worship in the sanctuary
200
Mallard
Lane
•
Anna
another,” etc. They speak error and they speak without
Currently, the regular and on Zoom. The pastor
42&43G
authority.
833-6834
schedule for worship at can be texted prior to the
Picture yourself as a player on the field. To whom will
Jonesboro First Baptist meeting for the password.
Celebrate
Christ's
Birth
with
us
you
listen? The “coach,” the Heavenly Father, who alone
Church for the coming
A candlelight and Comhas the authority to give instructions, or the spectators
week includes Sunday munion service is planned
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
along the way who think they know better than the one
School classes on Sunday at 7 p.m. on Christmas Eve,
Thursday, December 24th
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning Thursday, Dec. 24.
in authority and ignore His instructions in favor of their
at 6:00 p.m.
worship at 10 a.m. and
During this time, the
own? If we want to win, we need to listen to the coach. He
Sunday evening worship church can be contacted
communicates with us through the Bible, His “playbook.”
All ArE inviTED.
at 6 p.m.
by calling the church office
Read it. Learn it. Live by it, and ignore the contradictory
Prayer and Bible study, at 833-6702 and leaving
“bleacher coaching.” Give it some thought.
Fully staffed nursery provided for Sunday
as well as youth group a message if necessary or
Services. Discover Christ at First
meetings, are scheduled at by calling Pastor Wright at
R.W. McAlister, Minister
Christian Church.
6:30 p.m. Wednesday.
618-534-7103.
Anna church of Christ

New jobless claims surge in Illinois

Anna Nazarene Church

Tobie Treece
on dean’s list

First Baptist
Church, Anna

Pastor's Corner

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

"The Preaching Pen"

Anna First Church
of the Nazarene

Christmas Eve Service
December 24th

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
with Communion at 7:00 p.m.

First Christian Church
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Obituaries

Rodney George Vanderpool

Pictured is my dad on the
Veterans Honor Flight. He
was a Navy Korean War
veteran.
MY DAD, MY HERO! He
was one of eleven children
and born in Elmira, New
York. He had a tough beginning when his family split
up and he then was raised at
the New York State School.
He was a boy scout while
there, so he could leave the
grounds sometimes. One of
these times, he was walking
by the Erie Canal, watching
the draft horses open and
close the canal. My dad and
his friend jumped in for a
swim. WHAT AN ADVENTURE!
My dad left the home at eighteen years
old and joined the Navy. He met my mom
at River View which was an amusement
park in Chicago. After four years in the Navy, my parents
married. Then, me and my siblings were born. My parents
always made life fun for us.
My dad “The Fix It Man” could fix anything including
bicycles. So, kids with a broken bike came to my dad or
if you did not have a bike, my dad would fix an old one
up for you.
My dad is amazing! While at work, my dad had one
accident and lost his pointer and middle finger on his right
hand. He still worked, played golf, and went bowling. He
has always been a hard worker.
There was a frozen custard stand about eight blocks
away from our home. Dad would round up the four of us
and any other children in the neighborhood to ride our
bikes and enjoy A YUMMY ADVENTURE!
We took yearly vacations with our camper. One year,
we were visiting family in New York when a hurricane
hit the coast. We were inland, but because of the flooding
we had to drive back home (Chicago at the time) through
the lower part of Canada. A TRAVEL ADVENTURE!
We planned an exciting vacation to Niagara Falls in
1969. When we arrived, they were repairing the American
side of the falls, so all the water was rerouted. We were
very sad until we found out that this was the only time
this had been done before. We saw something that most
people will never see. A DRY ADVENTURE!
Our family visited friends at Lake of Egypt. We liked it
and moved there in 1974. My dad worked as a truck/car
mechanic at different businesses in Marion, Ill. Later, he
owned his own shop near the fair grounds called Rod’s
Truck and Car Repair. All of us kids would anxiously wait
for dad to get home from work so he could go swimming
with us. A WET ADVENTURE!
There are just a few memories to let you know how
special my dad was.
Now to my dad’s last two years – where he lived at:
The Anna V.A. Home. He was always busy there playing
bingo, dancing to a live band, and fishing among other
things. Thank you so much to the VA Home for all your
love, care, and kindness you showed my dad. He regularly
asked for a Peanut Butter and Butter sandwich at midnight
or hot chocolate at 2 AM. The staff went above and beyond
for all their clients.
As my dad became weaker, the VA Home most graciously allowed me and my son Jason to spend time with
my dad in his private room and bathroom area. Then, they
prepared the room for me to stay 24/7 with my dad. The
staff was even kind enough to make sure I was fed while
I stayed there with my dad.
Our family and friends were able to talk to my dad on
the phone. He was too weak to talk back, but his face lit
up with acknowledgment of the love they had for him.
I played old familiar songs for my dad on my phone. I
read him the Bible and sung him Christmas carols with
my squeaky voice. As my dad took his last breath, I was
holding his hand praying and singing How Great Thou Art.
He went peacefully on A HEAVENLY ADVENTURE!
(Written by Debbie Hess, daughter)
Rodney George Vanderpool, 91, of Anna, passed away
at 10:55 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 26, 2020, at the Illinois
Veterans Home in Anna.
He was born on Feb. 28, 1929, in Elmira, N.Y. He
was one of 11 children born to Andrew Vanderpool and
Helen Park.
He married Joan Nora Austin in Chicago. She preceded
him in death on Dec. 23, 2002. He later married Lola, who
preceded him in death.
Survivors include his children, Debbie (Bill) Hess of
Anna, Dawn (Chuck) Gardner of Frisco, Texas, Roger
Venderpool of Anna Rick Vanderpool of Carrollton, Texas;
grandchildren Jason (Jessica Jones) Hess of Anna, Joshua
(Jessica) Hess of Anna, C.J. Gardner of Frisco, Texas, and
Tanner Gardner of Frisco, Texas; one great-grandchild,
Lexy Hess of Marion; a sister, Louis Snowburg; a nephew,
Holly “Isaac” Snowburg; as well as many other family
members and friends.
He was preceded in death by 10 brothers and sisters;
and by one son, Rodney Vanderpool Jr.
He attended Anna Heights Baptist Church. He also
enjoyed listening to sermons by Dr. Stanley on “In Touch
Ministries” on television.
There will be no public visitation or service.
A private memorial service will be held at a later date.
Bailey Funeral Home in Vienna is in charge of arrangements.

Keith Wahlstrom

Keith Wahlstrom, 92, of Salem, died Tuesday, Dec. 8,
at Salem Township Hospital in Salem.
Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman &
Hileman Funeral Home in Anna.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Anna is in charge of arrangements.

Thursday, December 17, 2020

Glenda Y. Russell
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Barbara Ellen
Stegle Sweitzer

Glenda Y. Russell, 83, of
Wolf Lake, died Monday,
Dec. 7, 2020, at the Du Quoin
Nursing and Rehab Center.
She was born on Oct.
17, 1937, in Breckenridge,
Minn., the daughter of Arthur
and Vivian Wagner Hogness.
Mrs. Russell is survived
by her children, Kevin Russell of Murphysboro, Missy
Fairbank of Pendleton, Ore.,
and Kelly (Staci) Russell
of DeSoto; three grandchildren, Matthew Fairbank,
Joshua Fairbank and Taryn Russell; three
great-grandchildren, Hailee, Anson and
Jade Fairbank; siblings Harold Hogness,
Curt Hogness, Jackie Jenson and Valroy
Hogness; nieces, nephews, other relatives and many
friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents; and by
siblings Roberta Wisnieski, Rodney, Marvin, Clifford,
Kathleen, Paulette and Everette Hogness.
She was a member of the Faith Assembly of God in
Wolf Lake. She was a faithful Christian and loved going
to church.
She loved baking and cooking, especially chicken and
dumplings that she would take to her friends and family
to enjoy.
Her favorite time of year was Christmas and she enjoyed
getting together with her family.
Mrs. Russell served in the U.S. Navy from 1956 to
1959. She worked many years at Dyno Nobel until her
retirement in 2002.
Graveside services were at 11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 11, at
the Jonesboro Cemetery, with Pastor Ron Thorn officiating. Interment immediately followed.
Memorials can be made to the Alzheimer’s Association
or to the Angel Tree Christmas.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Anna was in charge of arrangements.

Barbara Ellen Stegle Sweitzer, 97, of Cobden, died at
3:00 p.m. on December 2, 2020, at Hickory Point Christian
Village in Forsyth, Ill.
Barbara was the daughter of John and Josephine Cerny
Stegle.
Barbara married Walter L. Sweitzer on December 23,
1948, in Cobden, Ill. Walter died on Aug. 24, 1978. Barbara and Walt had six children.
Barbara is survived by one son, Joe Sweitzer (Kathy)
of Cobden,Ill.; five daughters, SharLotte Dammerman of
Lancaster, Pa, Sheryl Anne Kula (Charlie) of Lick Creek,
Ill., Bobbie Sweitzer (Stephen Small) of Chicago, Ill.,
Sandra Sweitzer (Harvey Neverman) of Decatur, Ill., and
Sonya Sweitzer-Bradley of Houston, Texas; two sisters
Edlein Dillow of Anna, Ill., and Emma Lee Harris of
Glen Carbon, Ill.
She is also survived by 11 grandchildren, Gary and Joe
Sweitzer, Rachel Colwell, Ryan and Brandon Dammerman, Stephanie Anne Kula, Stacie Anne Webb (Andrew)
Sydney, Sheridan and Schuler Small and Brooks Bradley; and nine great-grandchildren, Theron and Lauren
Sweitzer, Joey and Lillian Sweitzer, Arillia Colwell,
Lucy Dammerman, Margaret and Helen Dammerman
and Madeline Anne Webb; and many nieces, nephews,
friends and relatives.
Barbara was preceded in death by her parents; her
husband, Walter L. Sweitzer; two brothers, Edward and
Johnny J. Stegle; one little sister, Laura May Stegle, age
2; and a son-in-law, Gary Dammerman.
Barbara graduated from eighth grade at St. Joseph’s
Catholic School and graduated as valedictorian of Cobden
High School in 1941. Barbara was a member of both St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Anna, Ill., and St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Cobden, Ill. She was a St. Mary’s
quilter for many years. Barbara loved to cook, feed and
watch the birds, work crossword puzzles, sew and was
an avid reader.
Strengthened by the Sacraments of the Catholic Church,
Barbara passed peacefully into the loving arms of God.
There was a private family Rosary and Mass of Christian Burial at 11 a.m. Tuesday, December 15, 2020, at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Cobden, Ill., with Father
Uriel Salamanca officiating. Barbara will be buried in St.
Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery in Cobden, Ill.

Mary Lee Neal

Mary M. Kula

Mary Lee Neal, 74, of
Laughlin, Nev., and formerly of Southern Illinois, died
Monday, Nov. 16, 2020, at
Summerlin Medical Center
in Las Vegas, Nev.
She was born on June
29, 1946, in St. Louis, the
daughter of Russell and Mary
Roberta Miles Dunham.
She married Kerry Neal on
Dec. 14, 1990.
She was a retired nurse.
She loved collecting Precious
Moments figurines. She was
a member of the First Baptist
Church in Arizona and Anna.
She is survived by her husband, Kerry of Mojave
Valley, Ariz.; a daughter, Kimberly (Adam) Miller of
Seattle, Wash.; grandchildren Ashley (Dawn) Henderson
of Austin, Texas, Ryan Stothers and Angel Stothers, both
of Seattle, Wash.; and two great-grandchildren, Riley
and Elliott.
She was preceded in death by her daughter, Ryalynn
Bell; her father, Russell Dunham CMH; her mother, Mary
Miles; a half-sister, Reatha (Miles) Crow; her grandfather,
Ole Dunham; and many cousins, aunts and uncles.
Private interment took place on Dec. 1 at Liberty
Cemetery in Harrisburg. The family will host a memorial
service at a later date.
Memorials can be made to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro is in charge
of arrangements.
To view the obituary or to leave an
online condolence for the family, visit
www.crainsonline.com.

Jennifer L. Betts

Jennifer L. Betts, 62, of
Tamms, died at her residence
at 4:40 a.m. Wednesday, Dec.
9, 2020.
She was born on Aug.
11, 1958, in St. Louis, the
daughter of Claude Richard
and Nancy A. New Timmons.
She married Charles
“Chuck” Betts on June 4,
1976.
She was a bus driver for
SMART. She was a member
of Elco Baptist Church. She
enjoyed photography, spending time with her family and she loved the beach.
She is survived by her husband, Charles “Chuck” Betts;
her daughter, Jaime Hodges (Wesley Winslett); son Derek
Betts; two granddaughters, Alissa Hodges and Raeanna
Hodges; her sister, Miranda Timmons (JD Brown); grandmother Jo Clebenger; aunts Ginger (Bryan) Morrison,
Ruth New and Patricia Williams; her uncle, Clyde New;
sisters-in-law Joan Webb and Mary Henderson; and
brother-in-law Roger Betts.
She was preceded in death by her parents.
A pass-through was held Monday, Dec. 14, from 10
a.m. to noon at Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro.
Graveside services for Jennifer L. Betts were Monday,
Dec. 14, at 12:30 p.m. at the Cobden Cemetery, with the
Rev. Larry Buckles officiating.
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge
of arrangements.
To view the full obituary or to leave
an online condolence for the family,
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Mary M. Kula, 101, of
Anna, passed away Saturday,
Dec. 12, 2020, at the Union
County Hospital Long Term
Care Facility.
She was born on Oct. 25,
1919, in Dongola, the daughter of Charles Lester and
Pearl Eddleman Brown.
She married Joseph Stanley Kula on Dec. 10, 1946.
He preceded her in death on
March 5, 1977.
Mary is survived by her
children, Charles L. (Sheryl
Anne) Kula and Mary Jo
(Michael) Miller; grandchildren Clinton Joseph (Kari)
Miller of Valley Park, Mo., Natalie Michelle (Russell)
Miller Holstine of Milan, Ill., Stephanie Anne Kula and
Stacie Anne (Andrew) Kula Webb, all of Littleton, Colo.;
great-grandchildren Marilee and Cora Holstine, Madeline
Anne Webb and a new great-grandchild is expected in
January; a brother-in-law, Grant Taylor; nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.
She was preceded in death by her husband; a son,
Donald Joseph Kula; her parents and her siblings, Anita
Holshouser, June Taylor, Charles Brown, as well as an
infant brother.
She was a graduate of Dongola High School and the
registered nurse program at St. Mary’s Hospital in Cairo. She was a member of St. Mary Catholic Church in
Anna, the VFW Ladies Auxiliary and the Retired Nurses
Association.
Mass of Christian Burial was held at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 16, at St. Mary Catholic Church in Anna,
with Father Uriel Salamanca officiating.
Interment followed at 2 p.m. at St. Michael Catholic
Cemetery in Radom.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Anna was in charge of arrangements.

Shirley A. Bankson

Shirley A. Bankson, 85, a former resident of Vienna
and a native of Dongola, died at 3:34 a.m. Monday, Dec.
14, 2020, at Southgate Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
in Metropolis.
She was born on March 6, 1935, in rural Dongola. She
was the daughter of Albert and Inez Powles Fisher.
She married E. Bankson. He preceded her in death.
Survivors include her sister, Lillian Hunter of Marion;
along with a nephew, Daniel.
In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death
by her parents.
Mrs. Bankson was a homemaker. She enjoyed traveling.
She was of the Pentecostal faith.
A graveside service honoring the life of Shirley Bankson will be conducted Thursday, today, at 2 p.m., at the
American Legion Cemetery, U.S. Highway 51 North,
Dongola. Pastor Tammy Horn will officiate. Interment
will follow.
There will be no visitation. Those attending the service
are invited to gather at the cemetery at 1:45 p.m. Thursday,
today. Please remember that customarily accepted social
distancing guidelines are to be observed. The wearing of
a face mask or covering is strongly encouraged.
Memorials can be made to the American Cancer Society, 5 Schiber Port, Suite C, Maryville, Ill. 62062.
To share a memory of or to leave an online message
of condolence for her family, visit www.baileyfh.com.
Bailey Funeral Home in Vienna is in charge of arrangements.
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Bonnie Dillon

Bonnie Dillon, 82, of
Anna, died at 5:05 p.m. Monday, Dec. 14, 2020, at St.
Francis Medical Center in
Cape Girardeau.
She was born on Feb.
7, 1938, in Jonesboro, the
daughter of Charles and
Flossie Pendergrass Spurlock.
She married Cecil Dillon
in 1979. He preceded her in
death on June 22, 2019.
Mrs. Dillon was teacher’s aide at Mounds Grade
School. In 1975 she went to beauty school in Cape Girardeau and was a beautician for 5-plus years. She also
was an activity director at Union County Nursing Home
and worked at Davis Pastry.
She had a strong faith and loved God. She enjoyed
playing the piano, making jewelry and adult coloring
books. However, more than anything she loved her family.
She is survived by her daughter, Charlotte (Alan) Reagan; grandchild Jeremy (Chelsie) Reagan; great-grandchildren Lilly Reagan and Lucas Reagan, all of Ullin; a
sister, Shirley Powless of Georgia; beloved nieces, nephew
and other relatives.
Besides her husband, she was preceded in death by her
parents; and by sisters Arietta Hogan, Roberta Stasko,
Ruth Frick, Anita Christensen and Linda Dunaway.
A pass-through will be held Saturday, Dec. 19, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Crain Funeral Home in Anna.
Funeral services will be private, with Pastor Pete Vinson
officiating. Interment will take place in Casper Cemetery
near Anna.
Memorials can be made to Casper Cemetery and will
be accepted at the funeral home.
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro is in charge
of arrangements.
To view the obituary or to leave an
online condolence for the family, visit
www.crainsonline.com.

Robert Hill

Robert Hill, 59, of Anna,
died Monday, Dec. 14, 2020,
at his home.
He was born on Oct. 4,
1961, in Anna, the son of
Rollie Everett and Mabel
Cook Hill.
Mr. Hill is survived by his
mother, Mabel Hill of Anna;
siblings David (Debbie) Hill
of Anna, Rolla (Bobby) McFarland of Cobden and Todd
Hill of Anna; stepsisters
Jackie (Marshal) Burns of
Anna, Debrah Sharp of Lick
Creek and Linda Hill of Florida; several nieces and nephews; partner Becca Ceren of
Anna; other relatives and many friends.
He was preceded in death by his father; and by a brother,
Jeff Hill.
Mr. Hill worked many years as an Iron Worker and was
a member of the Ironworkers International Union.
He loved his nieces and nephews like they were his own
children. He was everybody’s friend, loved being around
people and helping anyone in need.
Graveside funeral services will be at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, today, at the Cobden Cemetery, with the Rev. Larue
Parr officiating. Interment will immediately follow.
Everyone attending will be required to wear face coverings and observe social distancing guidelines.
Memorials can be made to the Carmi Baptist Children’s
Home. Envelopes will be available at the cemetery and at
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Anna is in charge of arrangements.

JoAnn G. Trammel

JoAnn G. Trammel, 88, of
Anna, died Sunday, Dec. 13,
2020, at the Union County
Hospital Long Term Care
Facility.
She was born on Feb.
10, 1932, in Union County,
the daughter of Raymond
and Clara Houseman Cates.
She was married to Bobbie
Trammel.
She is survived by her children, Charlotte (Ernie) Craft,
Debbie (Jerry) Cobb, Christie Urhahn, Randy (Tina)
Trammel and Rhonda (Dale)
Millis; 15 grandchildren;
numerous great-grandchildren; a daughter-in-law, Karen
Trammel; nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.
She was preceded in death by her husband; her parents;
one son, Terry Trammel; and three brothers, Raymond,
Bill and Darrel Cates.
She was a loving mother and grandmother. She was a
great cook and an avid St. Louis Cardinals fan and enjoyed
doing crossword puzzles.
Services for JoAnn Trammel will be private. Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna is in charge of
arrangements.
Memorials can be made to the Alzheimer’s Association.
To leave online condolences for the
family, please visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
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Carla Kay Davis

Carla Kay Davis, 46, of rural Vienna, died at 6:10 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5, 2020, at her home in Brookport.
She was born on Dec. 19, 1973, in Alton, the daughter
of Carl Davis and Laura Wallace Davis.
She married Dwayne Bell.
In addition to her husband, Carla is survived by her
children, Laura (Derek Cunningham) Turner of West
Frankfort, Rosa (Mike) Nelson of Paragould, Ark., Carl
Thrasher, Rodney Thrasher and Percilla (Cody) Scott of
Parma, Mo.; several grandchildren, brothers and sisters.
She was preceded in death by two grandchildren, Kara
Nelson and Christopher Nelson; and a brother, John Davis.
She served as the manager and had worked along with
her husband, Dwayne, in the family tree service business.
She was of the Christian faith. She enjoyed outdoor
activities, including camping and fishing. She was also a
gifted artist and loved drawing.
The family will host a memorial gathering from noon
to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 19, the Tecumseh Lodge at the
Vienna City Park. Those attending are invited to bring a
lawn chair, as well as a covered dish. There will be a meal
following the memorial service.
Memorials can be made to assist with expenses and
left in the care of Bailey Funeral Home, P.O. Box 695,
Vienna, Ill. 62995.
To share a memory or to leave an online message of
condolence for her family, visit www.baileyfh.com.
Bailey Funeral Home in Vienna is in charge of arrangements.

Adrian L. Pender

Adrian L. Pender, 82, of Cobden, died
Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, at his home.
He was born on Dec. 1, 1938, in Alto
Pass, the son of George R. and Mary Edith
Leggans Pender.
He married Geraldine Raigner on Dec. 22, 1959, in
Jonesboro.
Mr. Pender is survived by his wife, Geraldine Pender
of Cobden; children Jeffrey (Andrea) Pender of Marion,
Myrna Pender of Anna and Adrian “Abe” (Leni) Pender
of Broadwell; grandchildren Mike Pender and Nicholas
(Kari) Pender; two great-grandchildren; siblings Arty
(Louise) Pender of Jonesboro, Helen (Don) Royer of
Murphysboro, and Jhan (David) Miller of Anna; other
relatives and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents; a grandson,
Ryan Pender; siblings Agnes Crowell, Don Pender, Elnora
Ditto, Charles Pender, Jimmy Pender, George Pender and
Delbert Pender.
Mr. Pender served in the U.S. Navy for 20 years, serving
in the Vietnam War. He worked as a correctional sergeant
at the Vienna Correctional Center.
There will be no services held at this time.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Cobden is in charge of arrangements.
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The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES

Classifieds....................................30¢ per word
$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged
Bold Face 35¢ per word
AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES

Per inch..................................................$12.50
be exercised.
2. Please wear a mask
and/or other protective
clothing.
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE:
3. No more than 10 peoCorrugated, 26" wide, ple at one time permitted.
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals
tfn
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00.
Large supply, all colors. Call *CLEARANCE SALE:*
(618)-827-4737.
REPPERT'S OFFICE
gptfn
SUPPLY,
112 LAFAYETTE
BB's BBQ is taking orders
STREET, ANNA.
for pork butts for ChristMONDAY-FRIDAY,
mas. $35.00 each. Call
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
(618)-833-0680 after 3 p.m.
File Folders, Cards,
or before 5 a.m.
52gp-1gc
Stamps,
Lots of Misc. Supplies.
FOR SALE: I have some
All Sales Final.
tfn
round bales of mixed teff
and grass hay, dry in a barn,
for sale. This hay was being ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
saved, but customer doesn't SHOP: Cobden. 117 S.
need it. Some net and some Appleknocker. Weekends
twine wrapped. Loading - November 7 through Deavailable and delivery ne- cember 19. Saturday, 9 a.m.
gotiable. Great for horses or to 4 p.m., and Sunday, 1 p.m.
cattle. $30.00 per bale. Call to 4 p.m. Trees, decorations.
(618)-893-2865.
(618)-697-1869.
1-2gpc
46p-1gc

For Sale

FOR SALE: Sofa Sleeper
hide-a-bed, excellent condition, $200.00. ALSO, ottoman, $40.00. Call (618)827-4792.
1gpc
FOR SALE: Small wooden
desk with keyboard shelf,
$20.00; HP laptop, $30.00;
room size light blue rug,
$20.00.
1gp n/c

For Rent

FOR RENT DONGOLA:
2 bedroom mobile home.
Available now. Call (618)827-4705.
1gp tfn

Help
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Jonesboro Elementary School
District #43 has an immediate opening in the following
areas:
K-8 school social worker/
counselor
K-8 school technology
coordinator
Paraprofessional/
Classroom Aide
Deadline to apply is Friday, January 29.
If interested, please submit
a letter of interest, resume, 3
letters of recommendation
and any applicable certification credentials to:
Tom Stark-Principal
Jonesboro Elementary
School
309 Cook Ave
Jonesboro, IL 62952
1gp

Wanted

LOOKING for house cleaning services in Anna, Illinois,
for every other week. Please
call (618)-325-9155.
1-3gpc
WANTED: Person to wash
outside windows on home.
Call or text (618)-521-8049.
1gp n/c
WANTED TO BUY: Paying
cash for pocket knives and
hunting knives, will make
offer. Call (618)-833-3584.
1-2gpc

YARD
SALE

UNION COUNTY
GUIDELINES
PERTAINING TO
YARD/GARAGE SALES:
1. Social Distancing must

Business
DUCKWORKS LAWN
CARE:
(618)-201-5712
MOWING IS WHAT
WE DO!
Free Estimates!
Other Services:
Landscaping,
Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com
gptfn
TREECE
Backhoe & Hauling
Skid Steer
Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or
(618)-697-0453
gptfn
TINY MIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION:
Matthew Pearson, Owner
(618)-201-5323
Licensed • Insured
• NO Job TOO BIG
or TOO SMALL •
We Make Your Tiny
Dreams Mighty!
tfn

Public
Notice

IN THE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT
COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN
DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS
UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA,
Plaintiff,
vs.
DONALD C. BRIMM
and CITY OF ANNA,
ILLINOIS,
Defendants.
Civil No. 19-cv-525-NJRRJD
SECOND NOTICE OF
MARSHAL'S SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is
hereby given that pursuant
to a judgment decree of foreclosure entered by the court
in the above-entitled cause,
the property hereinafter described or so much thereof as
shall be sufficient to satisfy
said judgment, will be sold
to the highest bidder.
1. The name, address and
telephone number of the person to contact for information
regarding the real estate is:
Melodie Rushing
Rural Development
Specialist
502 Comfort Drive
Marion, Illinois 62959
(618) 993-5396 ext. 4
2. The common address
and other common description, if any, of the real estate
is:

201 George Street,
Anna, Illinois 62906
3. The legal description of
the real estate is:
TRACT I: LOT NUMBERED 1 IN BLOCK B
IN WARREN T. BROWN'S
ADDITION TO THE CITY
OF ANN, BEING A PART
OF THE SOUTHEAST
QUARTER OF SECTION
28, TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH,
RANGE ONE WEST OF
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, UNION
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
TRACT II: PART OF
BROWN STREET IN WARREN T. BROWN'S FIRST
ADDITION TO THE CITY
OF ANNA, BEING PART OF
THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF SECTION
19, TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH,
RANGE ONE WEST OF
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF LOT 1,
IN BLOCK B OF SAID ADDITION; THENCE SOUTHERLY ALONG THE WEST
LINE OF SAID LOT 1 A DISTANCE OF 132 FEET TO
THE NORTHERLY RIGHTOF-WAYLINE OF GEORGE
STREET; THENCE WESTERLY ALONG THE SAID
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE A
DISTANCE OF 14 FEET;
THENCE NORTHERLY
PARALLEL WITH THE
WEST LINE OF SAID LOT
A DISTANCE OF 132 FEET
TOT HE SOUTHERLY
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF
A 16.5 FEET WIDE ALLEY; THENCE EASTERLY
ALONG THE SAID ALLEY
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE A
DISTANCE OF 14 FEET
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS.
4. The real estate may
be inspected prior to sale
at the following times: by
appointment.
5. The date, time, and
place of the sale are: January
13, 2021, at 12:00 noon, at
the front door of the County
Courthouse for Union County, Jonesboro, Illinois.
6. The terms of the sale are:
cashier's check, 10 percent
due at time of sale, balance
due within 72 hours.
7. Title will be conveyed
subject to all general real
estate taxes, which are a lien
upon the real estate but not yet
due and payable, and special
assessments, if any, special
taxes, and easements and
restrictions of record.
8. At said sale I shall give
to the purchaser or purchasers a certificate in writing
describing the lands and
tenements purchased and
the sum paid therefor. Upon
confirmation of said sale by
the court, the holder of said
certificate shall be entitled
to a deed for said premises.
Dated at East St. Louis,
Illinois, this 29th day of
September, 2020.

STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT
UNION COUNTY
PUBLICATION NOTICE
OF COURT DATE FOR
REQUEST FOR NAME
CHANGE (ADULT)
Request of:
JESSE THOMAS
ADAMS
2020-MR-106
There will be a court date
on my Request to change my
name from: JESSE THOMAS ADAMS to the new name
of: Jesse Thomas Adams.
The court date will be held
on February 2, 2021, at 10:30
a.m., at 309 W. Market Street,
Jonesboro, IL, Union County,
in Courtroom #1.
JESSE THOMAS ADAMS
1-3gc
NOTICE UNDER
ASSUMED BUSINESS
NAME ACT
State of Illinois
SS
County of Union
Notice is hereby given
pursuant to "An Act in relation to the use of an Assumed
Name in the conduct or
Transaction of Business in
the State," as Amended that a
certification was filed by the
undersigned with the County
Clerk of Union County. Filed
this 7th day of December,
2020, under the Assumed
Name of JESSE THOMAS
ADAMS with the place of
business located at P.O. Box
531, Cobden, Illinois 62920
and that the True Name(s) and
Residence Address of the sole
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of
said Business is:
JESSE ADAMS
P.O. Box 531
Cobden, IL 62920
1-3gc
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
RAYMOND L. BUTLER
DECEASED.
NO. 2020-P-45
IN PROBATE
NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to
creditors of the death of
Raymond L. Butler, of Anna,
Illinois. Letters of Office
were issued on November 20,
2020, to Katrina K. Butler,
8811 Gowdy Ave., San Diego,
CA 92123, as Independent
Executor, whose attorney is
Elvis C. Cameron, 205B N.
Main St., Anna, Illinois.
Within 42 days after the
effective date of the original
BRADLEY MAXWELL Order of admission, you may
United States Marshal
file a petition with the Court
Southern District of Illinois to require proof of the Will by
ADAM E. HANNA testimony of the witnesses in
Assistant United States open Court or other evidence,
Attorney as provided by Section 5/6-21
United States Attorney's of the Probate Act (755 ILCS
Office 5/6-21.)
You also have the right,
Nine Executive Drive
Fairview Heights, Illinois under Section 5/8-1 of the
62208-1344 Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8Phone: (618) 628-3700 1), to contest the validity of
Fax: (618) 622-3810 the Will by filing a petition
E-mail: Adam.Hanna@ with the Court within six (6)
usdoj.gov months after admission of the
1-3g Will to probate.
The estate will be admin-

The Gazette-Democrat
istered without Court supervision unless, under Section
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill.
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755,
Par. 5/28-4), any interested
person terminates Independent Administration at any
time by mailing or delivering
a petition to terminate to the
Clerk of this Court.
Claims against the estate
may be filed in the Office of
the Clerk of this court at the
Union County Courthouse,
309 W. Market St., Jonesboro,
Illinois, or with the Independent Executor, or both, on
or before May 26, 2021, or
if mailing or delivery of a
notice from the Executor is
required by Section 5/18-3 of
the Probate Act of the State
of Illinois, the date stated in
that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed
or delivered by the claimant
to the Executor and to the
attorneys within ten (10) days
after it has been filed.
Dated: November 23,
2020.
			
KATRINA K. BUTLER

Walker, 1860 Shiloh Road,
Cobden, Illinois 62920, as
Independent Administrator,
whose attorney is Elvis C.
Cameron, 205B N. Main St.,
Anna, Illinois.
The estate will be administered without Court supervision unless, under Section
5/28-4 of the Probate Act of
1975 (755 ILCS 5/28-4), any
interested person terminates
Independent Administration
at any time by mailing or delivering a petition to terminate
to the Clerk of this Court.
Claims against the estate
may be filed in the Office of
the Clerk of this court at the
Union County Courthouse,
309 West Market, Jonesboro,
Illinois 62952, or with the
Independent Administrator,
or both, on or before June
17, 2020, or if mailing or
delivery of a notice from the
Independent Administrator is
required by Section 5/18-3 of
the Probate Act of the State of
Illinois, the date stated in that
notice. Any claim not filed on
or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to
the Administrator and to the
CAMERON LAW FIRM, attorney within ten (10) days
LLC after it has been filed.
ELVIS C. CAMERON
Dated: December 10,
ATTORNEY FOR 2020.
INDEPENDENT
EXECUTOR
JULIE WALKER
205B N. MAIN ST.
INDEPENDENT
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
ADMINISTRATOR
PHONE: 618-833-2220
ARDC# 6244394
CAMERON LAW FIRM,
LLC
51-1g
ELVIS C. CAMERON, #
6244394
IN THE CIRCUIT
ATTORNEY FOR
COURT OF THE FIRST
ADMINISTRATOR
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
205B N. MAIN ST.
UNION COUNTY,
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
ILLINOIS
PHONE: 618-833-2220
1-3g
ESTATE OF
JERI WALKER,
DECEASED.
NO. 2020-P-47
IN PROBATE
NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to
creditors of the death of Jeri
Walker of Cobden, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued
on December 8, 2020, to Julie
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