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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

The bluebird of happi-
ness? That might be the 
hope for 2021, given what 
the year 2020 has been like. 
The bluebird was seen in 
Cobden on a bitterly cold 
Christmas Day.

***
Speaking of 2021...Hap-

py New Year to all of our 
readers.

***
The weather on the final 

day of 2020, and the first 
day of 2021, could be kind 
of interesting in the region.

***
In keeping with tradition, 

we share a message for the 
holiday season: if you plan  
to celebrate the arrival of 
the New Year...or maybe 
the end of 2020...please do 
not drink and drive.

***
It was again noted at 

a Dec. 23 meeting of the 
Union County Board of 
Commissioners that proper-
ty taxes were not the source 
of funding for construction 
of the county’s new court-
house. The project is funded 
by sales tax revenue.

*** 
The work being done 

by the Union County ani-
mal control program was 
praised at last week’s coun-
ty board meeting.

***
The county’s animal con-

trol program has recently 
reported the adoption of 
four pot-bellied pigs and 
the rescue of 63 wild cows.

***
The City of Anna has 

donated a surplus vehicle 
to Cars for Kids.

Free mobile COVID-19 testing offered in Anna
Southern Seven Health Department scheduled free mobile COVID-19 testing 

events in Anna and Vienna. Testing was offered Tuesday, Dec. 29, at Southern 
Seven’s Union County clinic in Anna. Vehicles were lined up early Tuesday 
morning at the clinic, located along Lick Creek Road, for the free testing, which 
began at 8 a.m. Testing also is scheduled from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
3, in Vienna. The testing will be offered at Southern Seven’s Early Learning 
Center, which is located at 513 E. Vine St. in Vienna.

The Union County area 
was facing the possibility 
of heavy rain and mixed 
wintry precipitation as 2020 
comes to an end and a new 
year arrives this week.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
posted the following mes-
sage on its website early 

this week: “We continue 
to monitor the potential 
for heavy rainfall late 
Wednesday through Thurs-
day night, likely coming in 
two waves.

“Mixed wintry precipi-
tation remains possible 
for late Wednesday night 
through Thursday morning 

for parts of the region. Im-
pacts cannot be ruled out.”

Here’s a look at the fore-
cast through New Year’s 
Day for the Union County 
area which had been posted 
by the weather service:

Wednesday night: Rain 
before 5 a.m., then freezing 
rain. Low around 31. North 

northeast wind 8 to 10 miles 
per hour. Chance of precipi-
tation is 90 percent.

Thursday (today): Freez-
ing rain likely before 9 a.m., 
then rain likely. Cloudy, 
with a high near 38. North-
east wind around 10 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 
60 percent.

Thursday night: Rain, 
with thunderstorms also 
possible after midnight. 
Low around 37. Northeast 

wind becoming southeast 
after midnight. Winds could 
gust as high as 21 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 
90 percent.

New Year’s Day (Fri-
day): A 40 percent chance 
of showers before noon. 
Mostly cloudy with a high 
near 53. Southeast wind 
10 to 15 mph becoming 
southwest in the afternoon. 
Winds could gust as high 
as 29 mph.

Weather story
The National Weather Service office in Paducah highlighted the outlook for 

the region in this graphic which was posted early this week on its website.

New Year’s Day in the 
region generally is cold 
and dry.

The National Weather 
Service in Paducah took 
a look back at the area’s 
weather, dating back to 
1937.

Highlights of the review 
were posted on the office’s 
website.

The normal high temper-
ature for New Year’s Day in 
the area is 43 degrees. The 
normal low is 26.

The warmest high on 
record was 69 degrees in 

1965. The coldest high was 
15 in 1974.

The warmest low was 56 
in 2005. The coldest low 
was 2 degrees below zero 
in 1968.

Measurable precipitation 
has fallen 39 percent of 
the time. The wettest New 
Year’s Day on record was 
in 1966, with 3.40 inches 
of precipitation.

The snowiest New Year’s 
Day was 1.5 inches in 1947. 
The most snow, in depth on 
the ground, was 4.0 inches 
in 1940.

Normal New Year’s Day
high temperature 43 degrees

2020 could be ending with heavy rain, wintry mix

Looking back at 2020
The impact of the ongoing coronavirus/COVID-19 

pandemic has been the major story of 2020. In 
August, a message for the time of a pandemic was 
shared on a sign at Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church 
in Anna.

Southern Seven update, as of Dec. 28

Total of 1,580 COVID-19 
cases in Union County

As of Monday, Dec. 28, 
Union County had recorded 
nearly 1,600 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 since 
the pandemic began.

Southern Seven Health 
Department reported Mon-
day that the county had a 
total of 1,580 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19.

The health department 
reported the death of a 
Union County woman in 
her 100s as a result of CO-
VID-19. 

Southern Seven Health 
Department reported a cu-
mulative total of 4,683 con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in its service area as of 
Dec. 28.

The health department 
serves Union, Alexander, 
Hardin, Johnson, Massac, 
Pope and Pulaski counties.

As of Dec. 28, the health 
department reported the fol-
lowing statistics for the sev-
en area counties it serves:

143 newly confirmed 
cases. 125 newly recovered 
cases. 1,360 total active 

cases. 75 total deaths. 4,683 
cumulative total cases.

The health department 
reported 62 newly con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Union County on Dec. 
28.

The health department 
reported the following 
number of newly confirmed 
cases in the county, by age:

Two in their teens, 12 in 
their 20s, 15 in their 30s, 
11 in their 40s, four in their 
50s, 11 in their 60s, five in 
their 70s, two 80 and older.

Total COVID-19 statis-
tics for Union County since 
the start of the pandemic, as 
of Dec. 28, follow:

1,580 cases. 996 recov-
ered. 559 active cases. 25 
deaths had been reported.

According to the Illi-
nois Department of Public 
Health, in Illinois there 
were 4,453 new individuals 
with COVID-19 identified 
on Dec. 28, bringing the 
confirmed total in the State 
to 942,362 individuals, with 
16,074 deaths. 

Southern Seven Health Department
offers mobile testing in Anna, Vienna

Southern Seven Health 
Department has scheduled 
free mobile COVID-19 
testing events in Anna and 
Vienna.

Testing was offered 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, at South-
ern Seven’s Union County 
clinic in Anna.

Testing also is sched-
uled from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 3, in Vienna. 
The testing will be offered 
at Southern Seven’s Early 
Learning Center, which is 
located at 513 E. Vine St. 
in Vienna.

The health department 
said the free nasal swab 
test is quick and easy, with 
results available in as little 
as three days.  

Anyone needing a CO-
VID-19 test, even those 
without symptoms, can be 
tested without an appoint-
ment or doctor’s referral.  

The Illinois Department 
of Health and Southern 
Seven Health Department 
are hosting these events. 

Since September, South-
ern Seven Health Depart-
ment has held 13 mobile 
COVID-19 testing events 
in each of the seven coun-
ties the department serves. 
More than 1,000 people 

have been tested.
As the virus continues 

to sweep across the region, 
Southern Seven Health 
Department encourages 
all residents to get tested 
regardless of symptoms, 
especially if they have been 
in close contact with some-
one who has tested positive.  

The health department 
said in a news release that it 
“is through testing that the 
health department can ef-
fectively track this disease 

and prevent its spread to 
our most vulnerable popu-
lations.”  

Residents who are unable 
to be tested on these dates 
are asked to watch for these 
symptoms: 

Fever or chills, cough, 
shortness of breath, fatigue, 
body aches, headache, new 
loss of taste or smell, sore 
throat, congestion or runny 
nose, nausea or vomiting, 
and diarrhea.

(continued on page 2) 

State’s coronavirus
deaths surpass 16,000

That is three-tenths of a 
percentage point lower than 
the seven-day average case 
positivity rate reported on 
Dec. 23, the last day IDPH 
released COVID data be-
fore the holiday weekend. 
That makes one week of 
rates below 8 percent.

At the end of Sunday, 
there were 4,243 people 
hospitalized with COV-
ID-19 in Illinois, a decrease 
of 350 from Dec. 23.

There were 884 intensive 
care beds in use by COV-
ID-19 patients as of Sunday 
night, a decrease of 69 from 
Dec. 23. That left 840, or 
just over 25 percent, of ICU 
beds available statewide.

COVID-19 patients oc-
cupied 515 ventilators, a 
decrease of 21 from the 
Wednesday prior to the 
holiday weekend.

(continued on page 2) 

By Raymon Troncoso
Capitol News Illinois
rtroncoso@capitol-

newsillinois.com
 SPRINGFIELD – While 

the number of new CO-
VID-19 cases and people 
hospitalized in Illinois con-
tinue to decline, the state’s 
coronavirus death toll has 
surpassed 16,000.

An additional 105 deaths 
were reported Monday by 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health. 

That brings the total CO-
VID-19 deaths in Illinois 
to 16,074 among 942,362 
cases and more than 13 
million test results reported.

The IDPH on Monday 
reported 4,453 new con-
firmed and probable cases 
of COVID-19 in Illinois.

Statewide, the rolling 
seven-day average case 
positivity rate from Dec. 21 
to Dec. 27 was 7.2 percent. 
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521 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-4721

Shawn McMahan
and

Rodney Henry
at

Have a safe and 
happy New Year!

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.
Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfield, President
304 West Market Street
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

Welcome 2021!

The Village
of Dongola

We Want To Wish 
Our Many Friends 
and Customers A 
Merry Christmas And 
A Happy New Year!

Ask About our
winter speciAls.

DUTCH GUTTERING, Inc.
Serving Our Customers Since 1979

Join the Dutch Family Today!

FREE Estimates
618-351-1881

Rated #1 by

• Seamless Aluminum Guttering
• Siding and Overhang
• Service & Repair
• Home Pressure Washing
• Storm Damage
• Gutter Clean-outs

Residential & Commercial
Top Quality & Affordability

New Construction 
AND Remodeling
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Anna waives 2021
liquor license fees
Economic impact of pandemic cited

The coronavirus/CO-
VID-19 pandemic has had 
an ongoing major impact on 
small businesses through-
out the Union County area.

Some of those businesses 
are receiving some help as 
they head into the new year 
of 2021.

The Anna City Council 
in mid-December voted 
to waive nearly all of the 
Union County municipali-
ties liquor license fees.

The city council ap-
proved Resolution 2020-
46 at its regular meeting 
on Dec. 15. The agenda for 
the meeting noted that the 
resolution provides for the 
temporary waiver of fees 
for certain classifications of 
city liquor licenses.

Letters sent by the city 
to those applying for 2021 
liquor licenses stated:

“The City of Anna rec-
ognizes that 2020 has been 
a difficult year. Our lo-
cal businesses, especially 
bars, restaurants, clubs and 
entertainment venues have 
been hit the hardest during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The City Council wishes 
to help and support our 
businesses as much as we 
can, especially during these 
tough times.

“On December 15, 2020 
the City Council voted 
to waive all 2021 liquor 
license fees, with the excep-
tion of the Original Package 
Only license classification. 
Enclosed you will find your 
2021 license along with 
a refund of any amounts 
previously submitted for 
the 2021 license fees which 
were waived by Resolution 
2020-46.

“We look forward to 
working together and to 
strengthen our commu-
nity again in the upcoming 
year.”

Eighteen liquor license 
applicants will benefit from 
the waiving of the fees. The 
city’s liquor license fees 
range from $900 a year to 
$1,500 a year.

Discussion about the 
waiving of the fees ini-
tially was discussed at a 
city council meeting in 
November. 

Several of those holding 
liquor licenses shared their 
concerns about the major 
economic impact which 
the pandemic has had on 
them. They also said any 
assistance which could be 
provided by the city would 
be appreciated.

(continued from page 1)
That left 4,205 ventila-

tors, or 73.7 percent of all 
ventilators, available for 
use across the state.

More than 112,000 doses 
of COVID-19 vaccines 
have been administered in 
Illinois since the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines were ap-
proved for emergency use 
earlier this month.

On Sunday, President 
Trump signed a bill grant-
ing $900 billion in CO-
VID-19 aid, which includes 
a direct payment up to $600 
dollars to some Americans. 
The bill also includes funds 
for vaccine distribution and 
boosts in weekly unem-
ployment benefits.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

(continued from page 1)
If symptoms develop, 

begin isolation immediately 
and contact your health-
care provider about getting 
tested for COVID-19.

On Dec. 22, Southern 
Seven reported a cumula-
tive total of 4,465 CO-
VID-19 cases and 65 deaths 
in the Southern Seven re-
gion since the start of the 
pandemic in the United 
States.  

The health department 
said it continues to see 
community transmission of 
COVID-19 at social events 
and gatherings at alarming 
rates.

Southern Seven wants 
anyone who thinks they 
may be at risk for contract-
ing this disease to be tested.  

For more details about 
the COVID-19 mobile test-
ing unit, or for questions re-
garding COVID-19, contact 
Southern Seven Health De-
partment at 618-634-2297 
or visit the department on 
Facebook.  

Death toll

Mobile 
testing

Spirit of the season...and the times...
Christmas 2020 was celebrated in the midst of the ongoing coronavirus/

COVID-19 pandemic. Three employees at the Union County Courthouse in 
Jonesboro were in the spirit of the season...and the times...on Wednesday, 
Dec. 23. From left are Brandi Boyd, Heather Barrow and Bev Schaefer. Boyd 
and Schaefer work in the Union County clerk’s office. Barrow works in the 
Union County treasurer’s office.

County commissioners meet Dec. 23
Carol Hoffman, Ken Pin-
non, Wendy Winkelman, 
Chris Boyd and Jeff Kelley.

Harvell also was appoint-
ed to represent the commis-
sioners with the Southern 
Five Regional Planning 
District and Development 
Commission.

Southern Five works to 
coordinate economic and 
community development 
in Union,  Alexander, John-
son, Massac and Pulaski 
counties.

levied by local businesses 
which offer accommoda-
tions, such as hotels, motels 
and bed and breakfasts.)

The Hotel Operators’ Oc-
cupancy Tax Board is com-
prised of seven members. 
Members of the board are 
appointed by the county 
commissioners. 

The commissioners also 
approved the reappoint-
ments of five members of 
the Hotel Operators Occu-
pancy Tax Board, including 

The Union County Board 
of Commissioners met in 
regular session Wednesday 
morning, Dec. 23. 

All five of the county 
board members were pres-
ent. The meeting was held 
at the Union County Court-
house in Jonesboro.

Due to limitations which 
are in place for the region 
in response to the ongo-
ing coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic, the Dec. 23 meet-
ing was not open to the 
public.

The meeting was record-
ed live and can be viewed 
online on the “County of 
Union, Illinois” YouTube 
page. As of early this week, 
the recording had been 
viewed about 40 times.

In business at last week’s 
meeting:

New county commis-
sioner Darryl Harvell was 
appointed to two committee 
posts.

Harvell will represent the 
commissioners on the Union 
County Hotel Operators Oc-
cupancy Tax Board, which 
unofficially is referred to as 
the tourism board.

The county’s website 
notes that the “Hotel Op-
erators’ Occupancy Tax 
Board was established by 
the board of commissioners 
to develop an application 
process for those seeking 
the dollars generated by the 
county’s occupancy tax and 
to make recommendations 
on what projects to fund.

“While the Union County 
Board of Commissioners 
retains the final say on grant 
applications, the intention 
is to rely heavily on the 
individual expertise of the 
Tourism Board’s members.”

(The occupancy tax is 
commonly known as the 
hotel/motel tax. The tax is 

Toys, gifts
distributed

For three days starting 
on Dec. 9, the Poshard 
Foundation distributed over 
2,000 new toys and gifts to 
abused, abandoned, and ne-
glected children throughout 
the area.  

Representatives from so-
cial service agencies from 
Cairo to Centralia visited 
the Poshard Foundation on 
the campus of John A. Lo-
gan College in Carterville 
to select new toys for the 
children they serve. 

For the fifth year, Richard 
Clark and Tri-State Busi-
ness Equipment in Har-
risburg partnered with the 
Foundation to provide gifts 
to Southern Illinois’ most 
vulnerable children. 

In addition to Clark and 
Tri-State Business, the 
foundation received fund-
ing of $5,000 from Ameren 
Illinois.

“We want to thank Rich-
ard Clark for his continued 
partnership and the gen-
erous contribution from 
Ameren Illinois,” said Jo 
Poshard of the foundation. 

“We also received support 
from Hangin’ by a Thread, 
BlueCross BlueShield, 
Modern Woodman of Amer-
ica, and several individual 
donors that make this event 
possible, and we can’t do it 
without them.”

Poshard added that CO-
VID-19 had devastated 
many families in the region.

“Caseworkers have iden-
tified the children receiving 
these gifts in the agencies 
that work with our founda-
tion, and as you know, this 
year has been particularly 
difficult for families,” said 
Poshard. 

FFA horse
judging held

Nearly 300 FFA students 
throughout the country vir-
tually gathered at Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale for its first national 
horse judging event on 
Dec. 11. 

The FFA students hailed 
from 60 schools and 22 
states from coast to coast 
and as far away as Alaska. 

The day-long national 
contest was held via Zoom: 
two months after the SIU 
College of Agricultural, 
Life and Physical Sciences 
put together an in-state 
competition and career-
development event through 
the online video medium.
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 Celisha Merriman, OD  •  Trevor Crabtree, OD 
Paul C. Jacobs, O.D., F.A.C.O.P. 

Jessie Crabtree, OD
316 S. Main • Anna • (618) 833-3777

Wishing you a happy and 
safe transition into the 

new year.

2P3G

Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Have a Happy and Healthy 
New Year in 2021. 

As 2020 comes to a close, 
Anna-Jonesboro National 

Bank would like to say 
thank you for allowing us
to continue to serve you.

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

51-3G

The Shop Local $500 grand prize winner, drawn on 
Tuesday afternoon, was Rosa Collins (right) of Anna, 
pictured with Melanie Lasley, bank employee of A-J Na-
tional Bank. Rosa split her winnings between Rusty's 
Home Center ($250) and Farmstead Market ($250).

Congratulations Rosa! 3G

May 2020: Anna VFW hosts Memorial Day service
The community gathered 

Monday morning, May 25, 
for a Memorial Day service 
which was hosted by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna.

The ceremony was held 
outdoors on the grounds of 
the VFW post near Anna.

The guest speaker at Mon-
day morning’s ceremony 
was Clay W. Mitchell, U.S. 
Army (retired), who is vice 
commander of the Anna 
VFW post.

Mitchell’s address fol-
lows: 

Good morning to my 
brothers and sisters in the 
VFW, the VFW auxiliary, 
and the proud Americans 
of our great Union County 
community.

Thank you all for taking 
time out of your day to stand 
with us in recognition and 
honor of all those who have 
gone before us, who were 
willing to make the ultimate 
sacrifice in service to this 
nation. 

We are humbled by their 
sacrifices and we commend 
their expressions of cour-
age and strength that they 
showed throughout the years 
as our nation called.

Our brothers and sisters 
who we honor today were 

Anna VFW Memorial Day service
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 hosted a Memorial Day service Monday 

morning, May 25. A color guard stood at attention while “Taps” was being presented.

mourned, are missed, and 
their absences left empty 
spaces in many lives. 

Some, who have never 
suffered losses like this, may 
not see the empty spaces left 
in the families and commu-
nities. 

That’s simply human na-
ture, but as FDR (Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt) once 
said, “Those who have long 
enjoyed such privileges as 
we enjoy, forget in time, that 
men have died to win them.”

It was Southern Illinois’ 
own General John A. Logan, 
then a leader of an organi-
zation of Union Civil War 
veterans, who in May 1868, 
called for a nationwide day 
of remembrance. 

His request read: “The 
30th of May, 1868, is des-
ignated for the purpose of 
strewing with flowers, or 
otherwise decorating the 
graves of comrades who 
died in defense of their coun-
try during the late rebellion, 
and whose bodies now lie 
in almost every city, village 
and hamlet churchyard in 
the land.” 

It wasn’t until 1968 that 
Congress passed the Uni-
form Monday Holiday Act, 
which established Memorial 
Day as the last Monday in 
May.

Memorial Day is also 
associated with the pop-
py. Why the poppy? Well, 
in World War I, just after 
the Second Battle of Ypres 
in Belgium in the spring 
of 1915, a surgeon for an 
artillery unit named John 
McCrea was inspired by 
how quickly flowers grew 

around the graves of those 
who died at Ypres. 

For a burial service he 
wrote a poem from the per-
spective of a dead soldier. A 
soldier buried in Flanders, 
Belgium in a grave covered 
in wild poppies.

John McCrea’s poem, 
“In Flanders Fields,” goes 
like this:

In Flanders fields, the 
poppies blow

Between the crosses, row 
on row,

That mark our place; and 
in the sky

The larks, still bravely 
singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the 
guns below.

We are the Dead. Short 
days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw 
sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, 
and now we lie

In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with 

the foe:

To you from failing hands 
we throw

The torch; be yours to 
hold it high.

If ye break faith with us 
who die

We shall not sleep, though 
poppies grow.

In Flanders fields.
A woman named Moina 

Michael read that poem in 
Ladies’ Home Journal later 
that year and wrote her own 
poem in response, which 
she called “We Shall Keep 
Faith.” 

As a sign of this faith and 
a remembrance, she vowed 
to always wear a red poppy. 

Later after the war, she 
came up with the idea of 
making and selling red silk 
poppies to raise money to 
support returning veterans.

My challenge to all of you 
here today is also to “Keep 
the Faith.” 

Keep the faith in Me-
morial Day being a day to 

remember, not just a day off 
for recreation. 

We can do both, we can 
have some fun, while also 
setting time aside for remem-
brance as you are doing here 
today. 

Let us honor America’s 
fallen by remembering those, 
now gone, who made the 
cause of America their su-
preme choice.

There are many ways you 
can keep our fallen, wounded, 
or disabled veterans in your 
mind and heart throughout 
the year. 

We can support the selfless 
actions done by organizations 
like our own VFW Auxiliary, 
which does amazing work 
and I am personally inspired 
by their efforts. 

Please look for the ways 
to give back to those who 
have endured the physical, 
psychological and emotional 
wounds of war. 

Drive a veteran to a med-
ical appointment, befriend a 
veteran who lives alone or in 
a nursing facility, or simply 
check in on a veteran during 
this COVID issue.

Please, engage and be part 
of the effort to care for those 
who served. 

Working together with 
friends, neighbors, and our 
communities, we can ensure 
that the sacrifices made by 
our nation’s finest and bravest 
never go unappreciated and 
that their memories are never 
forgotten. 

Remember, we are here 
today largely thanks to those 
who are not.

I thank you all for joining 
in today’s tribute. I wish you 
all the best health in these 
times of uncertainty. 

I hope you keep our mili-
tary men and women close to 
your heart today and through-
out the rest of the year.
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If You Celebrate: Drive Sober 

Driving
after
drinking

Driving after drinking is 
deadly. Yet it still continues 
to happen across the United 
States. 

If you drive while im-
paired, you could get arrested, 
or worse: be involved in a 
traffic crash that causes seri-
ous injury or death.

Approximately one-third 
of all traffic crash fatalities 
in the United States involve 
drunk drivers (with BACs of 
.08 g/dL or higher). 

In 2017, there were 10,874 
people killed in these prevent-
able crashes. 

In fact, on average over 
the 10-year period from 
2006-2016, more than 10,000 
people died every year in 
drunk-driving crashes.

In every state, it’s illegal 
to drive with a BAC of .08 
or higher, yet one person 
was killed in a drunk-driving 
crash every 48 minutes in the 
United States in 2017.

Men are more likely than 
women to be driving drunk 
in fatal crashes. 

In 2017, 21 percent of men 
were drunk in these crashes, 
compared to 14 percent for 
women.

Concentration
Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) in G/DL

Typical Effects, Predictable Effects on Driving
.02. Some loss of judgment; relaxation, slight body warmth, altered mood. 

Decline in visual functions (rapid tracking of a moving target), decline in ability to 
perform two tasks at the same time (divided attention).

.05. Exaggerated behavior, may have loss of small-muscle control (e.g., focusing 
your eyes), impaired judgment, usually good feeling, lowered alertness, release 
of inhibition. Reduced coordination, reduced ability to track moving objects, dif-
ficulty steering, reduced response to emergency driving situations.

.08. Muscle coordination becomes poor (e.g., balance, speech, vision, reaction 
time, and hearing), harder to detect danger; judgment, self-control, reasoning, 
and memory are impaired. Concentration, short-term memory loss, speed control, 
reduced information processing capability (e.g., signal detection, visual search), 
impaired perception.

.10. Clear deterioration of reaction time and control, slurred speech, poor 
coordination, and slowed thinking. Reduced ability to maintain lane position and 
brake appropriately.

.15. Far less muscle control than normal, vomiting may occur (unless this level 
is reached slowly or a person has developed a tolerance for alcohol), major loss 
of balance. Substantial impairment in vehicle control, attention to driving task, 
and in necessary visual and auditory information processing.

Signs of Drunk Driving
Quick acceleration or 

deceleration. Tailgating. 
Weaving or zig-zagging 
across the road.

Driving anywhere other 
than on a road designated for 
vehicles. Almost striking an 
object, curb or vehicle.

Stopping without cause 
or erratic braking. Drifting 
in and out of traffic lanes.

Signaling that is incon-
sistent with driving actions. 
Slow response to traffic 
signals (such as a sudden 
stop or delayed start).

Straddling the center lane 
marker. Driving with head-
lights off at night.

Swerving. Driving slower 
than 10 mph below the speed 
limit. Turning abruptly or 
illegally. Driving into op-
posing traffic on the wrong 
side of the road.

What Do You Do If You 

Drunk driving: signs, suggestions
See a Drunk Driver?

First, stay as far away from 
the other vehicle as possible.

Second, do not try to pass 
the vehicle or signal the 
driver to pull over. Doing 
so could result in a collision.

Third, take notice of the 
license plate number along 
with the vehicle including 
make, model and color. 
Drivers are warned not to 
compromise their own safety 
trying to obtain this infor-
mation.

Finally, pull over and call 
911. Give the exact location 
of the vehicle, including the 
name of the road or cross 
streets and the direction the 
vehicle is traveling. Give a 
complete description of the 
vehicle and the manner in 
which the vehicle is being 
driven.

Tips to Prevent Someone 
from Driving Drunk

Be as non-confrontational 
as possible. Suggest alter-
nate ways of getting to their 
destination.

Talk a bit more slowly and 
explain things more fully 
than if the person were  a 
sober person.

Explain that you don’t 
want them to drive because 
you care and you don’t want 
them to hurt themselves or 
others. 

Suggest that they sleep 
over. Enlist a friend to help 
or to act as moral support: it’s 
more difficult to say  no to 
two (or three or four) people 
than one.

If possible, get the per-
son’s keys. It is far easier to 
persuade the potential driver 
when holding this leverage.

If all else fails, call law 
enforcement. It’s better to 
have a friend arrested than 
injured or killed.

Sources
Sources for the informa-

tion which appears on these 
pages include the websites for 
the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving and 
the Illinois State Police.

Oct. 23 marked a sig-
nificant milestone as Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of President Bill 
Clinton signing the .08 BAC 
national standard into law. 

The bill was signed in the 
White House Oval Office 
with MADD’s then national 
resident Millie Webb, whose 
family was devasted by a 
.08 BAC drunk driver, and 
several other MADD victims.

The.08 BAC law remains 
one of MADD’s most sig-
nificant legislative achieve-
ments. 

“When my family was hit 
by a .08 BAC driver, kill-
ing my 4-year old daughter 
Lori and my 19-month-old 
nephew Mitch, and injuring 
me, my husband Roy and my 
unborn child Kara, it was not 
considered a crime,” Webb 
recalled. 

“While I was waiting with 
President Clinton to walk out 
to the Rose Garden ceremony, 
I told him my job was to just 
introduce him and not share 
my story, but I wanted him 
to know what this day meant 
to me and so many other .08 
victims. 

“I told him that when I 
found out Mitch and later 
on Lori had died and were 
already buried, because of 
my burns I couldn’t even raise 
my hand to wipe my tears. 
And tears were like salt to 
an open wound. 

“He took my hand and said, 
‘Millie, that’s what the world 
needs to hear.’ 

“And so I told a little bit 
about my story and I’ll never 
forget that. It is our stories 
that give MADD so much 
power to make change.

“MADD was proud to 
work with Congressional 
champions like the late Sen. 
Frank Lautenberg, former 
Rep. Frank Wolf, Rep. Nita 
Lowey and many others on 
getting this bill through. 

“We were also proud to 
work with former U.S. De-
partment of Transportation 
Secretary Rodney Slater, 
who led the administration’s 
initiative in support of .08 
BAC.”

Today, the .08 BAC na-
tional standard remains the 
law of the land.

“We have made tremen-
dous strides in reducing the 

number of drunk driving 
deaths and injuries since 
MADD’s founding 40 years 
ago, thanks to the tireless 
dedication of many victims 
and leaders who have fought 
hard for lifesaving laws like 
.08,” said MADD national 
president Helen Witty. 

“With 10,000 people still 
killed every year in prevent-
able drunk driving crashes, 
we continue to work toward 
the elimination of this crime 
with Congress to pass leg-
islation to require advanced 
drunk driving prevention 
technology in all vehicles. 
This technology would save 
9,400 lives each year when 
fully implemented.”

MADD thanks current 
Congressional champions, 
Rep. Jan Schakowsky, Rep. 
Debbie Dingell, Sen. Rick 
Scott and Sen. Tom Udall for 
their commitment and leader-
ship in advancing legislation 
that would mandate drunk 
driving prevention technol-
ogy systems in all vehicles. 

In July, the House included 
a drunk driving technology 
mandate in their surface trans-
portation legislation. 

MADD is hopeful that the 
Senate will also recognize the 
value of this legislation and 
the potential to save more 
than one-quarter of all annual 
highway deaths.

“I am humbled every day 

by the incredible change ef-
fected by so many victims 
of this violent, preventable 
crime. MADD’s history of 
putting a name and face to 
the victims of drunk driving 
is more important than ever 
as we work to eliminate drunk 
driving once and for all,” 
Witty added.

Founded in 1980, Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driving 
(MADD) is the nation’s 
largest nonprofit organization 
working to end drunk driving, 
help fight drugged driving, 
support the victims of these 
violent crimes and prevent 
underage drinking. 

MADD has helped to save 
more than 390,000 lives, 
reduce drunk driving deaths 
by more than 50 percent and 
promote designating a non-
drinking driver. 

MADD’s Campaign to 
Eliminate Drunk Driving 
calls for law enforcement 
support, ignition interlocks 
for all offenders and advanced 
vehicle technology. 

MADD has provided sup-
portive services to nearly 1 
million drunk and drugged 
driving victims and survi-
vors at no charge through 
local victim advocates and 
the 24-Hour Victim Help 
Line 1-877-MADD-HELP. 
Visit www.madd.org or call 
1-877-ASK-MADD for more 
information.

 

MADD commemorates 20th
anniversary of signing of .08 
BAC national standard into law

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
– Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) is remind-
ing everyone to plan ahead 
for a non-drinking driver to 
get them safely to their des-
tination during the holiday 
season.

MADD national president 
Helen Witty, whose 16-year-
old daughter Helen Marie 
was killed by an alcohol- and 
marijuana-impaired driver, 
said that “every single drunk 
driving death is preventable. 
Every single drunk driving 
death forever leaves an empty 
seat at the table,” Witty said. 

Drunk driving crashes 
increase dramatically every 
holiday season as more 
people travel and celebrate. 

More than 1,000 people 
died in drunk driving crashes 
from 6 p.m. on Thanksgiving 
Eve through New Year’s Eve 
2018.

Plan ahead: have
a non-drinking driver

Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve are so dangerous 
that almost half of all traf-
fic deaths on those days are 
caused by drunk driving.

In addition to planning 
ahead for a safe and sober ride 
home, MADD encourages 
party hosts to reward non-
drinking, designated drivers 
with festive, non-alcoholic 
drinks and good food. 

Thank law enforcement 
heroes and support them in 
any way you can. 

Show your support for 
MADD’s long-running Tie 
One On For Safety campaign 
and remind everyone that 
drinking and driving never 
mix by displaying one of 
MADD’s iconic red ribbons 
on your vehicle.

“We want everyone to have 
a fun, festive holiday season,” 
Witty said. “We also want 
everyone to make it home.”

Alcohol is the number one 
killer on American roadways. 

Alcohol affects your vision 
and slows your reaction time 
so it takes longer to act in an 
emergency. 

Alcohol affects your driv-
ing even if you are below the 
level of illegal intoxication. 

Drinking even a small 
amount of alcohol increases 
your chances of causing a 
crash. Do not drink and drive.

Blood-Alcohol Concen-
tration (BAC)

Blood-alcohol concentra-
tion is a measurement of the 
amount of alcohol in your 
system based on a test of your 
breath, blood or urine. 

It is illegal to drive if your 
BAC is .08 percent or more. 

However, you can be 

convicted of Driving Under 
the Influence (DUI) if your 
BAC is less than .08 percent 
and your driving ability is 
impaired. Your BAC can be 
affected by:

The amount you drink: 12 
ounces of beer, 5 ounces of 
wine or 1.5 ounces of hard li-
quor contain the same amount 
of alcohol.

Your body weight or size. 
Usually, heavier people have 
more blood and body fluids 
to dilute the alcohol.

Other factors affect your 
reaction to alcohol, including 
the food you have eaten, your 
tolerance of alcohol and any 
drugs you may have taken. 

Time is the only way to 
remove the effects of alcohol. 

Food, coffee and showers 

Drinking even small amount of alcohol 
increases chances of causing traffic accident

do not speed up the elimina-
tion of alcohol from your 
body.

Medical Cannabis (Mari-
juana)

Illinois law allows for the 
use of cannabis for medicinal 
purposes. 

Individuals authorized 
to use cannabis must be 18 
years of age or older, regis-
tered with the Department of 
Public Health and must secure 
a written certification from a 
physician licensed in Illinois. 

The Department of Public 
Health will issue a registry 
identification card and a 
notation will be made on the 
registrant’s Illinois driving 
record.

A driver may not operate 
a motor vehicle while under 
the influence of cannabis 
prescribed for medicinal 
purposes and may not trans-
port medicinal cannabis in a 
vehicle unless it is stored in 
a tamper-evident container 
and kept in an area that is 
inaccessible while the vehicle 
is in motion. 

If a police officer stops a 
vehicle driven by a person 
who holds a medical cannabis 
registry card and the officer 
has reasonable suspicion to 
believe the person is impaired 
by the use of cannabis, the 
driver must submit to field 
sobriety testing. 

Refusal to submit to testing 
or failure of the field sobriety 
tests will result in the suspen-
sion of the person’s driver’s 
license.

Driving while impaired by 
the use of cannabis, or driving 
with an open container may 
result in the loss of driving 
privileges, as well as the 
revocation of the driver’s 
medical cannabis card.

Other Drugs
In addition to alcohol and 

cannabis, many prescription 
and nonprescription drugs 
impair safe driving.

(Source: Illinois Secretary 
of State’s website.)

Responsible 
behavior

Plan your safe ride home 
before you start the party, 
choose a non-drinking friend 
as a designated driver.

If someone you know has 
been drinking, do not let that 
person get behind the wheel. 
Take their keys and help them 
arrange a sober ride home. 

If you drink, do not drive 
for any reason. Call a taxi, 
a ride-hailing service, or a 
sober friend. 

If you’re hosting a party 
where alcohol will be served, 
make sure all guests leave 
with a sober driver.

Always wear your seat 
belt: it’s your best defense 
against impaired drivers.

If you see an impaired 
driver on the road, contact 
local law enforcement. Your 
actions could help save some-
one’s life.

The bill was signed in the 
White House Oval Office with 
MADD's then national Presi-
dent Millie Webb, whose fam-
ily was devasted by a .08 BAC 
drunk driver, and several other 
MADD victims.
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and Don't Get Pulled Over

300 Leigh Dr.
Anna

833-8592

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road, Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064

109 Transcraft Drive • Anna, IL
(618) 833-8755

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506 • 512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546 • 1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Shawn McMahan, Agent
521 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 833-4721

Anna  Ullin
833-6272  845-3838

100 E. Vienna
Anna, IL

833-2151

Anna Tire & Auto Center
Off Hwy. 51 • Anna, IL

833-2122

Cobden Auto Repair
213 N. Appleknocker • Cobden, IL 62920

893-2102

Rodney Henry, Agent
521 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 833-4721

Home: (618) 833-4248 • Fax: (618) 833-2292

Auto Wash
164 E. Vienna St.

Anna
Phi
llips

'

138 E. Vienna
Anna

833-2171

Union County Sheriff 
Scott Harvel & Staff
Jonesboro • 833-5500

102.5 FM
1440 AM 

Anna

Brad Donna, Agent
102 West Broad Street
Jonesboro, IL 62952
833-6021

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS

800-626-6046 • 618-833-5498
P.O. Box 136, Wolf Lake, IL 62998

www.sewlparts.com

Celisha Merriman, OD
Paul C. Jacobs
O.D., F.A.C.O.P. 

Trevor Crabtree, OD
Jessie Crabtree, OD

316 S. Main • Anna • (618) 833-3777

Serving the community 
over 100 years!

 Dongola Ullin
 827-3541 845-3395

You’ve made the right de-
cision to not drive impaired, 
now the next step is finding 
a safe way home. 

Before you pick up your 
phone to book a driver or call 
a taxi, it’s important that you 
know how to stay safe.

Ride-Sharing, Ride-
Hailing and Taxis

Confirm your ride by 
checking the license plate.

Before getting into a ride-
hailing vehicle, make sure the 
car and license plate match 
what you booked through the 
app. Many of these cars can 
look alike. 

You should also look at 
the driver and ask them their 
name, to confirm it matches 
the name and photo in the app.

Find a Safe Spot to be 
Picked Up

Pick up locations for ride-
hailing services aren’t usually 
centralized. 

You should pick a location 
where you can wait inside 
until the driver arrives. 

If that’s not possible, 
choose an area to wait that’s 
away from the roadway, well 
lit, and where your driver can 

safely stop. 
Request that your driver 

drop you off in a safe spot too.
Don’t step into the road to 

flag down a ride. Go to a taxi 
stand, call for a cab or request 
someone call a ride for you. 

It’s never a good idea to 
accept a ride from a stranger 
who may stop after seeing 
you looking for a ride.

Wear a Seat Belt
Even if it’s a quick ride and 

you’re in the back seat, you 
should always buckle up, and 
make sure that your driver 
wears their seat belt, too.

Bikes and Scooters
Don’t ride a bike or scooter 

after drinking alcohol or us-
ing drugs.

About 26 percent of the bi-
cyclists who died in 2017 had 
been drinking. Even a small 
amount of alcohol can cause 
balance issues and delayed 
reaction time. 

If you’re impaired, leave 
the bike or scooter behind, 
and choose a safe form of 
transportation.

Walking
Know that walking home 

drunk or high can be dan-

Make Right Decision, 
know how to stay safe

gerous.
An estimated 32 percent 

of deadly pedestrian crashes 
in 2017 involved a person 
who was drunk and walk-
ing. Avoid walking home 
if you’ve been drinking or 
using drugs. 

If you choose to walk, re-
member to obey traffic signs 
and signals. If there isn’t a 
sidewalk, walk facing traffic 
and as far from vehicles as 
possible. 

Be visible, especially at 
night: 75 percent of pedes-
trian deaths in 2017 happened 
when it was dark.

Public Transportation
Be vigilant. When using a 

bus or train to get home, be 
aware of your surroundings, 
especially if you’re traveling 
alone. Choose a seat near the 
driver or operator. Don’t sleep 
on a bus. 

While it’s best to plan 
ahead for a sober driver, or 
consider staying over, it’s 
important to know how to 
stay safe when considering 
other forms of transportation. 
And remember, never drive 
drunk or high.

Alcohol is a substance 
that reduces the function of 
the brain, impairing think-
ing, reasoning and muscle 
coordination. 

All these abilities are es-
sential to operating a vehicle 
safely.

As alcohol levels rise in 
a person’s system, the nega-
tive effects on the central ner-
vous system increase, too. 

Alcohol is absorbed di-
rectly through the walls 
of the stomach and small 
intestine. 

Then it passes into the 
bloodstream where it accu-
mulates until it is metabo-
lized by the liver. 

Alcohol level is measured 

Alcohol reduces function of brain
by the weight of the alcohol 
in a certain volume of blood. 

This is called Blood Alco-
hol Concentration, or BAC. 
At a BAC of .08 grams of 
alcohol per deciliter (g/dL) 
of blood, crash risk increases 
exponentially. 

Because of this risk, it’s 
illegal in all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico to drive with a 
BAC of .08 or higher. 

However, even a small 
amount of alcohol can affect 
driving ability. 

In 2017, there were 1,837 
people killed in alcohol-
related crashes where driv-
ers had lower alcohol levels 
(BACs of .01 to .07 g/dL).

BAC is measured with a 
breathalyzer, a device that 
measures the amount of 
alcohol in a driver’s breath, 
or by a blood test.

From the Illinois Secretary 
of State’s DUI Fact Book

An officer stops a vehicle 
at a roadside safety check or 
for probable cause, reasonable 
suspicion or unusual operation.

The officer observes the 
driver and requests a driver’s 
license, vehicle registration 
and proof of insurance.

If the officer suspects the 
driver is under the influence, 
the driver is asked to submit 
to field sobriety tests.

If the officer does not sus-
pect the driver is under the 
influence,the driver is released 
without any applicable viola-
tions.

If the officer has probable 
cause based on the field sobri-
ety tests, the driver is placed 
under arrest for DUI and taken 
to the police station. The driver 
is asked to submit to chemical 
testing of breath, blood, urine 
or other bodily substance.

If tested, the driver who has 
a BAC of more than .05 but less 
than .08, a THC of less than 
either 5 nanograms or more 
per milliliter of whole blood or 
10 nanograms or more per mil-
liliter of other bodily substance, 
and no drugs found in his/her 
system, no statutory summary 
suspension will apply; however, 
the associated DUI charge will 
remain until appropriate action 

is taken by the court.
If the driver refuses to 

submit to or fails to complete 
chemical testing, a statutory 
summary suspension will be 
imposed. If the driver is a first-
time DUI offender, he/she may 
be eligible for a Monitoring 
Device Driving Permit. If the 
driver is a repeat DUI offender, 
he/she may be eligible for a Re-
stricted Driving Permit (RDP).

If the driver’s test results 
show a BAC of .08 or more; 
a THC of either 5 nanograms 
or more per milliliter of whole 
blood or 10 nanograms or more 
per milliliter of other bodily 
substance; or any trace of a 
drug (other than cannabis), 
illegal substance or intoxicat-
ing compound, the driver will 
be issued a law enforcement 
sworn report notifying the 
driver of a statutory summary 
suspension.

If the driver’s license is 
valid, a receipt is issued, al-
lowing driving for 45 days.

Drivers may obtain ad-
ditional testing at their own 
expense;the results are admis-
sible in court.

The offender is required to 
post bond and may be detained 
until bond is posted.

The offender’s vehicle 
may be towed, impounded or 
seized.

Chronology of DUI arrest
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Banking The Old Fashioned Way!
Alto Pass • 893-2464

300 McKinley St.
Anna, IL • 833-7321

Chris Plott
(618) 697-2231 (cell)
(618) 833-4195 (fax)
csplott@hotmail.com

Plott
construction

Happy New Year!

The following
Union County Banks
will be observing the

following hours during the
New Year's Holiday:

Anna State Bank - Anna
Thursday, Dec. 31 - Close at Noon

Friday, Jan. 1 and Saturday, Jan. 2 - Closed

Anna-Jonesboro National Bank - 4 Locations
Thursday, Dec. 31 - 8:30 - 5:00

Friday, Jan. 1 - Closed
Saturday, Jan. 2 - Regular Hours

Farmers State Bank - Alto Pass
Thursday, Dec. 31 - 8:30 - 3:00

Friday, Jan. 1 - Closed
Saturday - 8:30 - 1:00

First State Bank of Dongola
Dongola    Ullin

Thursday, Dec. 31 - Regular Hours
Friday, Jan. 1 and Saturday, Jan. 2 - Closed 3G

Local pitcher went on
to play professional ball

By Mike Estel
The fast balls and curve 

balls caused a lot of strike-
outs on the opposing team.

I was umpiring behind 
home plate at the Anna 
City Park on this Sunday 
afternoon the latter part of 
the 1980s observing closely 
this awesome pitching per-
formance.

The pitcher was Rodney 
Seip on the mound for the 
Anna American Legion 
baseball team. I don’t re-
member the final score, but 
I know Anna won because 
the opposing team didn’t 
get a lot of hits when he was 
on the hill.

After playing American 
Legion baseball for Anna, 
Rodney ended his Ameri-
can Legion baseball career 
on the Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., Legion team.

His pitching prowess at 
Egyptian High School and 
these American Legion 
appearances helped get him 
drafted in the 15th round of 
professional baseball.

Rodney then played from 
the 1992 season through 
1995 for the Texas Rangers. 

Just what will happen to 
high school sports in 2021? 

By Mike Estel
Just what will happen to 

high school sports in 2021?
Well, we will find out 

very soon.
The Illinois High School 

Association (IHSA) is 
planning on working out 
the sport schedule for at 
least one sport for the up-
coming year early next 
month.

Basketball practice is 
expected to start sometime 
early in January as well as 
working out the schedule 
for the games expected to 
follow.

Hopefully, school athlet-
ic directors will be able to 
find enough officials, who 
haven’t already got some-
thing going on those dates, 
to work these various boys’ 
and girls’ basketball games.

Because they were not 
contact sports, cross coun-
try and golf were the only 

In his final year, he finished 
his professional career in 
the Independent League at 
St. Paul, Minnesota.

After advancing to as 
high as Class A baseball in 
the Rookie League, a shoul-
der injury ended his profes-
sional baseball career.

“The shoulder injury ba-
sically ended it for me,” 
Rodney said recently, “But, 
I wouldn’t trade it for any-
thing.”

Rodney has worked for 
the last 24 years at Spartech 
Plastics in Cape Girardeau, 
Mo.

However, his ball career 
never ended after the injury 
sidelined him and he will be 
starting his 5th season as the 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School softball 
coach.

Hopefully, this present 
pandemic going through-
out the world will not halt 
a spring softball season in 
2021. With vaccinations 
presently going on, this 
dreaded pandemic could be 
halted by then and life and 
the world of sports could 
again return to normal.

two sports allowed to be 
played last fall.

Now comes the other 
seasons. Because of the 
pandemic, football had 
been put on hold from last 
fall and is expected to be 
played early next year as 
well.

But what about baseball, 
softball, boys’ and girls’ 
track, volleyball, soccer and 
wrestling?

It’s going to be interest-
ing to say the least to what 
will happen to these other 
various sports as to wheth-
er they will have a season 
at all or a much shortened 
season.

With the present vaccina-
tions going on to fight the 
pandemic, surely, later on 
in 2021 will be a lot better 
for high school athletes and 
fans than the disastrous 
never-to- be forgotten 2020 
season.

It had been 56 years since 
the Cobden High School 
boys’ basketball team won 
a regional basketball tour-
nament title.

But that came to an end 
as the Appleknockers held 
on for a 55-43 win over 
Cairo to claim the Class 
1A regional championship 
hosted by Cobden  Friday 
night, Feb. 28.

“We definitely had a 
home court advantage,” 
C o b d e n  h e a d  c o a c h 
Wendell Wheeler said.  
“It was a good win for the 
community.”

The community came 
out in droves in the packed 
gymnasium and every seat 
was taken. Fans arriving 
late at the game, if they 
wanted to remain, had to 
stand in the lobby and view 
the game through the open 
doors.

“We put in a lot of hard 
work this season,” Wheeler 
said. “It’s good to see it pay 
off.”

Cobden’s Joe Brumleve 
opened the game with a 
basket. Cairo's Riko Nel-
son countered with  a 
3-pointer for the only lead 
for the Pilots in the game 
at 3-2.

Back-to-back 3-pointers 
by Dylan Lewey boosted 
Cobden to a 10-3 early lead.

Brumleve scored again to 
close out the quarter and the 
Appleknockers were ahead 
12-9 after one quarter.

Noah Franklin added a 
3-pointer early in the next 

Big win for Cobden
The Cobden High School boys’ basketball team’s players and coaches gathered for pictures with 

their regional championship plaque Friday night, Feb. 28. Cobden defeated Cairo in front of a packed 
house to win an Illinois High School Association Class 1A regional title.

quarter and Brumleve and 
Tyler Franklin scored a bas-
ket apiece to close out the 
scoring and boost Cobden 
to a 21-15 first half lead.

Brumleve scored the first 
5 points to open the second 
half and brought the crowd 
to its feet with a slam dunk 
later in the quarter. A free 
throw by Brumleve then 
closed out the scoring as 
the Appleknockers pulled 
ahead 35-25 going into the 
final quarter.

Tyler Franklin made a 
3-pointer in the last quarter 
and Cobden took over at 
the free throw line to score 
eight consecutive points 
to hold off the Pilots, who 
fouled a lot late in the game 
trying to catch up.

Brumleve led the way 
for Cobden with 26 points, 
7 rebounds and a blocked 
shot.

Noah Franklin added 
12 points and 6 rebounds. 
Lewey had 7 points and 
Tyler Franklin had 6 points 
and 4 rebounds. Alex Rem-
sey and Jose Lopez had 2 
points apiece.

“We’re on a nice little run 
right now,” Wheeler said. 
“A lot of good things are 
happening for us.”

The Appleknockers, 24-
8, with the regional title 
have now won nine consec-
utive games.

Cobden was to have 
played earlier Tuesday in 
the Class 1A Norris City/
Omaha sectional against 
Woodlawn, which won the 

Edwardsville regional with 
a 52-32 win over Wayne 
City.

Cobden Defeats Cen-
tury

Tyler Franklin scored a 
basket to open the game and 
the Cobden High School 
boys’ basketball team never 
trailed again on its way to a 
66-47 win over Century in 
the first round of the Class 
1A regional hosted by the 
Appleknockers’ Wednes-
day, Feb. 26.

“That was a good win,” 
Cobden coach Wendell 
Wheeler said. “We played 
pretty well.”

Tyler Franklin’s older 
brother, Noah Franklin, 
closed out the first quarter 
with another basket to give 
Cobden a 15-9 lead.

Dylan Lewey started the 
second quarter with a basket 
and Joe Brumleve scored to 

close out the frame as the 
Appleknockers built a 26-
18 halftime lead.

Noah Franklin had a 
slam dunk early in the third 
quarter and Alex Remsey 
followed with a pair of 
3-pointers as Cobden built 
a 48-35 lead at the end of 
the three quarters.

Early in the final quar-
ter, Brumleve fired up the 
crowd with a slam dunk 
and Noah Franklin fol-
lowed with a 3-pointer. The 
Appleknockers made six 
consecutive free throws to 
close out the contest.

Noah Franklin led Cob-
den with 28 points and 7 
rebounds. 

Brumleve added 20 
points and 9 rebounds. 
Lewey and Alex Remsey 
had 6 points apiece, Tyler 
Franklin 3, Sipriano Zamo-
ra 2 and Drake Campbell 1.

Leave No Trace course
set at Touch of Nature

A Leave No Trace Master 
Educator course is planned 
at Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale’s Touch 
of Nature Environmental 
Center Jan. 12-16. 

The immersive experi-
ence takes place at Touch 
of Nature, a 3,100-acre 
site about 8 miles south of 
Carbondale off Giant City 
Road.

 Located along Little 
Grassy Lake, the experi-
ential learning and nature 
facility is bordered by Giant 
City State Park and Crab 
Orchard National Wildlife 
Refuge.

Throughout the course, 
participants will get hands-
on experience putting into 
practice what they are 
learning. 

They will participate 
in on-site adventures and 
back-country day outings. 

On the final day, each 
participant will present a 
15- to 20-minute lesson on 
one of the Leave No Trace 
Seven Principles and how it 
relates to a specific activity.

Educators, naturalists, 
park rangers, recreation 
planners, Scout leaders and 
anyone who works in an 
outdoor setting or industry 
or who has an interest in the 
great outdoors will benefit 
from the class.

After successfully com-
pleting the class, partici-
pants will receive a certif-
icate from the Leave No 
Trace Center for Outdoor 

Education. 
They will then be qual-

ified to teach the two-day 
Leave No Trace Trainer 
courses as well as shorter 
Leave No Trace awareness 
workshops.

Touch of Nature’s out-
door learning laboratory 
will incorporate overnight 
camping and indoor lodg-
ing for the course, and 
enhanced safety measures, 
including social distancing, 
will be in place.  

In order to comply with 
COVID-19 safety guide-
lines set forth by the state of 
Illinois and SIU, meals and 
lodging are not included in 
the registration and group 
sizes are limited, but the 
registration cost has been 
adjusted accordingly. 

Participants are advised 
to bring all necessary equip-
ment and food.

Arrangements for rental 
equipment, food purchases 
or lodging at Little Grassy 
Lodge can be made with 
Touch of Nature in advance 
for additional fees.

Registration for the 
course is available on-
line at https:// ton.siu.
edu/program-areas/train-
ings-and-workshops/leave-
no-trace/master-educator.
php. 

The cost is $495, and 
space is limited. The dead-
line to register is Jan. 10. 
For more information, con-
tact Erik Oberg at 618-453-
3945 or eriko@siu.edu.



Thank you for your 
loyal support this 
past year and we 
look forward to
seeing you again
in the new year.

138 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL • 833-2171

Chamness
Care

Anna
Cobden

Jonesboro

With best 
wishes and 

our thanks for 
the gift of your 

friendship.
Happy New 

Year!

from all the staff and students
of Anna District
37 Schools!

from all the staff and 
students of Anna

District 37 Schools!

Happy New Year!

Wishing all of you a
Happy New Year!

Hope it's a
great success.

Anna • 833-5211

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Route 146 E & I-57 Junction

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906
833-5986 19-52G

CheCk out our seleCtion
of sausage, steak and More!

September 2020: Anna hosts pickleball tournament
The Southern Illinois Open pickleball tournament was played Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 

25-27, in Anna. The tournament was hosted by the Anna Pickleball Group. Competition took place on 
the new pickleball courts at the Anna City Park. Organizers welcomed approximately 75 players from 
five states to play. Proceeds from the tournament helped to support Hadley’s Haven, an all-inclusive 
playground which is planned at the Anna City Park.

IDOA announces guidelines
for use of Dicamba products
during 2021 growing season

The Illinois Department 
of Agriculture, IDOA, on 
Dec. 23 announced that it 
has registered the follow-
ing Dicamba products for 
the use on soybeans for the 
2021 growing season: 

XtendiMax with Vapor 
Grip Technology, Engenia 
Herbicide and Tavium 
Plus Vapor Grip Tech-
nology. 

The new federal label 
for Dicamba was issued by 
the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
on Oct. 27.

The new federal label re-
quirements for these prod-
ucts include:

•Requiring an approved 
pH-buffering agent, also 
known as a  volat i l i ty 
reducing agent, be tank 
mixed with Dicamba prod-
ucts prior to all applica-
tions.

•Requiring a downwind 
buffer of 240 feet and 310 
feet in areas where listed 
endangered species are 
located.

•Additional recordkeep-
ing items.

The approved federal 
label also includes a cutoff 
date of June 30 for appli-
cation of these products on 
soybeans. 

However, IDOA will 
be utilizing its authority 
pursuant to Section 24(a) 
of FIFRA and relevant 
provisions of the Illinois 
Pesticide Act to impose a 
cutoff date of June 20 for 
application on soybeans. 

In addition to the June 20 
cutoff date, IDOA also in-
tends to include the follow-
ing additional application 
restrictions for application 
of these products on soy-
beans:

Temperature restriction 
of 85 degrees Fahrenheit.

Requirement to consult 
the Field Watch sensitive 
crop registry https://www.
fieldwatch.com before ap-
plication.

Prohibiting application 
if the wind is blowing 
toward any Illinois Nature 
Preserves Commission 
site that is adjacent to the 
proposed field of appli-
cation.

Prohibiting application 
when the wind is blowing 
toward an adjacent residen-
tial area.

“This decision was made 
after evaluating several 
factors, including the re-
duction of pesticide misuse 
cases involving the use 
of Dicamba on soybeans 
from 2019 to 2020,” said 
IDOA acting director Jerry 
Costello II. 

“In 2020, the depart-
ment included an 85 de-
gree temperature restric-
tion in addition to the June 
20 cutoff date, resulting 
in an 80 percent decrease 
in Dicamba misuse com-
plaints.”

Dicamba is a herbicide 
commonly used on soy-
beans and cotton. 

Illinois ranks first in the 
nation for soybean produc-
tion, producing 532 billion 
bushels of soybeans per 
year. The July 30 cutoff 
date for application of these 
products on cotton will not 
be affected.

History of Ware 
featured in new book

“ Wa r e  I l l i n o i s :  A 
C r o s s r o a d  i n  T i m e 
1940’s-1960’s,” a book 
written by Tess D. Ford, 
was just released for sale 
through Barnes & Noble 
Press.  

Tess D.  Hazel-Ford 
of De Soto was raised in 
Ware. She attended Shaw-
nee High School in Wolf 
Lake, Southeast Missouri 
State University in Cape 
Girardeau and Southern 
Illinois University, where 
she completed her doctorate 
degree.

Hazel-Ford is a member 
of the Daniel Chapman 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolu-
tion NSDAR serving Pope, 
Union, Johnson, Pulaski, 
and Alexander counties. 

Archie Hazel, her broth-
er, of Jonesboro, and Kim-
berly D. Ford, her daughter, 
served as editors for the 
book. 

The book is a compi-
lation of historical in-
formation, biographies, 
documents, contributed 
biographical information, 
memories and remem-
brances from people who 

History of Ware featured
Tess D. Ford is the author of a book titled “Ware 

Illinois: A Crossroad in Time 1940’s-1960’s.” Photo 
provided.

lived in Ware, primari-
ly from the 1940s to the 
1960s. 

The book offers a snap-
shot of the life and times 
in the small community 
during the period and in-
cludes a variety of black 
and white and color photos. 

Some historical infor-
mation included in the 
book describes businesses 
and landmarks, historical 
schools of the area, church-
es, local news of the times 
and local news coverage of 
the 1943-1944 flood of the 
Mississippi River. 

Historical drawings, sur-
veys, maps and plat maps 
are featured in the 226 
pages of the book. 

Copies of “Ware Illi-
nois: A Crossroad in Time 
1940’s-1960’s” were donat-
ed to the PAST organization 
of Union County and to 
Stinson Memorial Library 
in Anna. The book is avail-
able by online ordering 
through Barnes & Noble.

Candidates file
in Jonesboro

All of the incumbent 
officeholders have filed 
nominating petitions to 
seek reelection in the City 
of Jonesboro’s 2021 munic-
ipal election.

The filing period was 
from Dec. 14 to Dec. 21. 
The election is set for April 
6, 2021.

Candidates who filed 
nominating petitions, by 
office, included: 

Mayor: Ken Blandford. 
He is the incumbent.

City clerk:  Barbara 
Casper. She is the incum-
bent.

City treasurer: Shelley 
Pender. She is the incum-
bent.

Alderman, Ward I: Bart 
Hileman. He is the incum-
bent.

Alderman, Ward II: Steve 
Haldeman and Jeremiah 
Johnson filed. Haldeman is 
the incumbent.

Alderman, Ward III: Ken 
Carlson. He is the incum-
bent.

Du Quoin State Fair grandstand
entertainment lineup announced

 The Du Quoin State Fair 
grandstand lineup has been 
set for 2021. 

In addition to the ARCA 
and USAC races, the grand-
stand is scheduled to host 
eight performers and will 
feature something for ev-
eryone. 

Fai rgoers  who pur-
chase grandstand tickets 
will receive a full refund 
if COVID-19 prevents the 
Du Quoin State Fair from 
being held.

En Vogue is scheduled 
to kick things off on the 
grandstand stage on Satur-
day, Aug. 28. 

Sunday, Aug. 29, is 
scheduled to feature a rock 
band formed in Illinois 
when REO Speedwagon 
comes to town. 

Modern country music 
artist Hardy is scheduled to 
perform Monday, Aug. 30.

Grammy award winning 
recording artist, songwriter, 
actor and philanthropist 
Ludacris takes to the stage 
on Tuesday, Aug. 31.

ACM’s new artist of year 
Riley Green will take to 
the stage on Wednesday, 
Sept. 1.

JJ Grey and MOFRO 
are set to bring the blues 
to Du Quoin on Thursday, 
Sept. 2.

Singer-songwriter Jamey 
Johnson is set to perform 
at the grandstand Friday, 
Sept. 3.

On the final night of the 
fair Ron White brings his 
classic storyteller brand of 
comedy to the grandstand 
on Monday, Sept. 6.

Tickets for the Du Quoin 
State Fair grandstand enter-
tainment were scheduled 
to go on sale Dec. 15 at 
Ticketmaster.com. Cotton

receives
six awards

Kathy Lohrum Cotton of 
Anna recently received six 
awards in the 2020 Illinois 
State Poetry Society, ISPS, 
annual competitions. 

Cotton won first place 
in the Morris Appreciation 
Award and the Southern 
Chapter Award categories, 
second place in the High-
land Park Poetry Award, 
and third place in the Love 
and Marriage Award.

She also earned honor-
able mention awards in the 
First Responders and the 
Swords and Ploughshares 
categories.

Cotton is a member of 
the ISPS board of directors 
and facilitates the Southern 
Chapter in Carbondale. 

She served as editor for 
the chapter’s illustrated 
pandemic poems collection, 
“The First Six Months,” 
which was published in 
October.

Also a member of the Na-
tional Federation of State 
Poetry Societies board, she 
is editor for the organiza-
tion’s annual prize-poems 
anthology, Encore.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Twitter
@GazetteDemocrat

or online at  
annanews.com

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat 
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Happy New Year
Wishing everyone a very 

Happy New Year.
Family Christmas
Doug and Beth Hile-

man hosted a 2020 family 
Christmas at their 5-H Farm 
with a part of their family in 
attendance.  

Their daughter Sarah and 
her Song family came from 
Texas for a few days.  

Their son Lucas and Ra-
chael Hileman brought 
2-month-old Wyatt Ethan 
Hileman for his first Christ-
mas. 

 Other guests included 
Don and Sharon Laster 
from Jonesboro, and Bon-
nie Hileman, Norm and 
Barb Bauer from Anna.  

They did a Zoom visit 
with son Jacob and his fam-
ily in France and received 
calls from the Lou Bauers 
in St. Louis and the Dave 

Walter Jackson and his granddaughter Abigail 
Dahmer, along with his grandson Edward Dahmer, 
helped place Honor Wreaths for Veterans at the 
Anna Cemetery Saturday, Dec. 19. Walter is a 
Vietnam veteran. Thanks for your service to our 
country.

A special thanks to Delta Theta Tau sisters and families who helped with 
Honor Wreaths Saturday, Dec. 19, in our Anna Cemetery.

Doug and Beth Hileman enjoy Christmas 2020 with grandkids Joshua, 
Gideon and Abigail Song from Texas and Wyatt Hileman from Indiana. They all 
had a Zoom visit with grands Finlay, Emmie and Leah Hileman in Paris, France.

Jerry and Diane Hines celebrated their 56th 
wedding anniversary.

A special thanks to Lilia Williams and her family for helping lay the Honor 
Wreaths for Veterans in our Anna Cemetery Saturday Dec. 19. They are 
standing in front of Lilia’s husband  and their father Bob who was a veteran. 
Left to right Kevin, Lilia’s oldest son and his wife Bridgette and children Ethan 
and Alexis came from Benton to help, Lilia, her grandsons Joseph and Tommy 
with their mother Twilla Smith.

“And the shepherds found the babe...” 
Reenactment of the nativity, Dec. 24, 2020, by the 
Song/Bauer/Hileman players.  Left to right Joshua 
Song as Joseph, Abigail Song as Mary, Wyatt 
Hileman as baby Jesus, great gram Barb Bauer as 
the shepherdess and Gideon Song as the sheep.

Sharon Toler  celebrated her 79th birthday on 
Christmas Day with Dee Toler her husband of 57 
years. Jon, Bev, Jerod, Jacob Schaefer and Brian, 
Allison, Maximus and Natalie Toler and Hunter 
Sullivan. They had cake and ice cream after opening 
Christmas presents and having a wonderful 
Christmas lunch.

Bauers and Tim Bauer in 
Wisconsin.

Christmas 
Cathy Zigler had a very 

nice Christmas. She went to 
Thompsonville to her sis-
ter’s Joyce and Don King. 
Her brother, Daryl McCoy, 
was there. His son and 
granddaughter came, Nick 
and Keira McCoy. They 
had lunch and then visited. 

Christmas Week
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er have had a busy week.  
On Tuesday, their son 
Andy who lives in Kansas 
stopped by for a brief vis-
it on his way home after 
working the past week in 
Memphis.  

On Wednesday, they 
along with Jamie and Re-
becca Yates and children 
Ruby, Mason, Violet and 
Miles, traveled to Patti’s to 
celebrate Rebecca’s 37th 

birthday. 
Ch r i s tmas  Eve  t he 

Rhymers went to the Anna 
Heights Baptist Church 
candlelight service and also 
celebrated Ruby Yates 14th 
birthday.  

Christmas morning the 
Yates family, along with 
Jordan, Alexis, Junior, Had-
ley and Jaxson Rhymer, had 
breakfast and opened pres-
ents at the Rhymers’ home. 

Sunday Willie and Ter-
rie, along with Junior and 
Hadley Rhymer and Vio-
let and Miles Yates, trav-
eled to Melber, Ky., to 
attend a birthday party at 
the home of David and 
Tammy Chamness for their 
granddaughter Winrey for 
her 2nd birthday. 

Christmas Guests
Tina Bryant guests for 

Christmas were Lee La-
zenby from Rockford, Will 
Bracken, Mary Dew and 
Jonathan Dew, all of Anna.

Dinner Outing
Cathy Zigler had lunch 

in Marion Sunday with her 
friend, Cindy Stacy.

56th Anniversary
Francis and David Cook 

celebrated their 56th wed-
ding anniversary Sunday, 
Dec. 27.

Sympathy
Sympathy to the family 

of Rev. Joe Aldridge. He 
was a wonderful person and 
an asset to our community. 
He was pastor at Jonesboro 
Baptist Church for many 
years.

Sympathy to the family 
of Terri Weaver. She was 
a member of the Anna-Jo 
Garden Club. Terri loved 
watching her two grand-
sons. Terri will be missed.

Christmas Guests
Carol  and Mickey Joe 

Gordon and her niece Cher-
yl Stamp and son Brad 
Stamp enjoyed Christmas 
dinner in Goreville at Clar-
ence (Bub) Stamp’s home.

Christmas Eve Guests
Dinner guests of Bes-

sie, Curt and Elijah Ellis 
were Molly Siebert, Martha 
Ann Webb and Earl Mill-
er. They enjoyed opening 
presents also and playing 
with Saydee Rose, Sookie, 
Harley and Oreo.

Honor Wreaths For 
Veterans

I would like to share an 
email I got from my  Liai-
son, Karen Worcester, from 
Wreaths Across America.

Hi there, On behalf of the 
Wreaths Across America 
organization and its ex-
tended family of volunteers 
and supporters across the 
country, we want to thank 
you for your support of the 
Mission to Remember the 
fallen, Honor those that 
serve and their families, and 
Teach the next generation 
the value of freedom. 

This year in particular 
has presented many chal-
lenges for all involved with 
the mission to Remember, 
Honor, Teach. 

In many cases our local 
events had to be modified 
more than once to meet 
local guidelines for health 
and safety. 

The staff worked closely 
with local volunteers to 
provide the tools necessary 
to keep the public informed 
and safe throughout the 
year and this ongoing pro-
cess. 

With a record number of 
participating locations this 
year (2,557). Undoubtedly 
mistakes were made, and 
for that we apologize and 
commit to you that we will 
continue to work towards 
improvements to ensure all 
involved with the mission 
have a meaningful expe-
rience. 

We understand this mis-
sion is incredibly person-
al for each individual in-
volved. 

The team at Wreaths 
Across America cares deep-
ly for the mission and all 
those connected to it. 

With each of the 1.7 mil-
lion sponsored veterans’ 
wreaths placed on Dec. 19 

– and in some cases over 
several days in an effort to 
modify events to keep the 
public safe – an American 
hero’s name was spoken out 
loud so they would not be 
forgotten. 

There was also an oppor-
tunity to teach, not just the 
children, but the communi-
ties as a whole, about their 
local history and heritage. 

As we head into this 
holiday season, may we all 
take the time to remember 
and thank those who served 
and sacrificed protecting 
our freedoms, as well as 
those currently serving, so 
that we can celebrate as we 
wish in the land of the free, 
because of the brave. 

Wishing you all a safe, 
and joyous holiday sea-
son! Wayne Hanson, Chair-
man of the Board & Kar-
en Worcester, Executive 
Director Wreaths Across 
America. 

It made me not feel so 
bad about the few mistakes 
we made at our local Cem-
etery. 

Just a reminder if you 
buy your wreath right now 
for 2021 if it reaches me 
by Jan. 15 Wreaths across 
America will match this 
with a wreath. 

You can also pay online 
but be sure you put for Anna 
Cemetery. 

Please make your check 
to Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans because our Anna 
Cemetery is sponsored by 

the founder Jim Koonce 
from Carterville. This is a 
branch off Wreaths across 
America so these wreaths 
can  also  be laid in our local 
cemeteries. 

If you make your check 
to Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca it will go to a National 
Cemetery. The wreaths are 
still $15 each.  

If possible please put 
with the check who it is in 
honor of, what branch of 
service they were in, what 
war they served in, where 
they are buried, and your 
name and if you will be 
laying the wreath. 

This year we are asking 
family members that live 
here if possible  to please 
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THURSDAY DECEMBER 31, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Coll. Ftbl Bur gers Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie “Just Mercy”
(‘20)

“The Fighter”
(‘10)

“1917" (‘20)
Two young Brit -
ish sol diers.
(HD)

:30 Lo cal Score board Bang (HD) Jessie

7 PM Dick Clark’s
Primetime “Part
1"

Young FOX’s New
Year’s Eve “Part 
One” (HD)

New Year’s Eve: 
Es cape Top
2020 mo ments.

Col lege Foot ball 
“2020 Mercari
Texas Bowl”
from NRG Sta -
dium in Hous ton
(Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie “Ford v Ferrari”
(‘19) An Amer i -
can car de -
signer. (HD)

“Valkyrie” (‘08)
Of fi cer plots to
kill Adolf Hit ler.:30 B Pos i tive Bang (HD) Jessie

8 PM (:01) Mom Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie Your Honor (HD)

:30 Uni corn Bang (HD) Jessie

9 PM Dick Clark’s
“Part 2"

FBI Blogger’s
son.

Lo cal Pro grams To Be An -
nounced

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Aus tin & Jessie &
Ally

“Sur ro gates”
Agent seeks
killer.

aaa “Hus -
tlers” (‘19) A
strip per’s
scheme. (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) (:35) “Joker”
(‘19) Failed co -
me dian. (R)
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal FOX’s New

Year’s Eve “Part 
Two”

Lo cal Conan Law & Or der:
SVU

Liv Maddie

:30 Dick Clark’s
New Year’s
“Part 1"

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Seinfeld Girl World “Half Nel son”
(‘06) Bas ket ball.
(R)11 PM Seinfeld Law & Or der:

SVU
Jessie “Full Metal

Jacket”:30 Corden Lo cal Late Night NFL Re wind Conan Jessie “Rich ard”

FRIDAY JANUARY 1, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Play off “Back to the
Fu ture Part III”
(‘90) Back to the 
West. (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven “Godzilla: King”
(‘19)

“Wan der lust”
(‘12) (R)

“Twi light Saga”
(‘10):30 Col lege Bas ket -

ball (HD)
Ra ven

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver (HD) WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

To Be An -
nounced

Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie “Fast & Fu ri ous 
Pres ents” (‘19,
Ac tion) (HD)

“Ready or Not”
A young bride.

“Twi light Saga: 
Break ing
Dawn: Pt. 1"
(‘11)

:30 (:50) TBA

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie

:30 Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

aaa “The
Best Man Hol i -
day” (‘13) Old
friends re unite.
(R)

Jessie (:37) aa “View 
from the Top”
(‘03)9 PM Blue Bloods

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven (:20) “Birds of
Prey (Harley
Quinn)” (‘20)
(R)

“Twi light Saga: 
Break ing
Dawn: Pt. 2"
(‘12)

:30 Just Roll

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Law & Or der:
SVU

Dis ney Fam ac
“Bio-Dome”
Mo rons ruin
study.

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
with Scott (HD)

Stuck Mid.

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams “Back to Fu -
ture”

Fam ily Jessie “Un der wa ter”
(‘20)

Your Honor (HD)

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Fam ily Jessie “Death”

THURSDAY
7:00pm

ABC Dick Clark’s Primetime New Year’s
Rockin’? Eve with Ryan Seacrest 2021
“Part 1" Hosts Ryan Seacrest, Lucy Hale, Billy
Por ter and Ciara cel e brate New Year’s Eve
and ring in the year 2021 with a se ries of spe -
cial fea tures.

MAX Valkyrie aaa (2008, Thriller) Tom
Cruise, Ken neth Branagh. An ide al is tic Ger -
man of fi cer con spires with mil i tary and po lit i -
cal lead ers to as sas si nate Adolf Hit ler and
over throw the Nazi re gime. PG-13 (HD)

FRIDAY
8:00pm

USA Law & Or der: Spe cial Vic tims Unit An 
elite squad of New York City Po lice De part -
ment de tec tives must in ves ti gate a se ries of
sex u ally ori ented crimes through out the city to 
serve jus tice. TV14 (HD)

CBS Mag num P.I. “Fare well to Love” Mag -
num and Hig gins do un der cover work un der
the guise of a cou ple on a ro man tic bus tour;
TC en coun ters his ex-girl friend cel e brat ing her 
hon ey moon. (HD)

7:45pm
TBS Ocean’s 8 aac (2018, Ac tion) San dra
Bull ock, Cate Blanchett. When a con woman
is re leased from prison, she de cides to turn
back to a life of crime by as sem bling an all-fe -
male crew to pull off a jew elry heist. PG-13
TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
FOX 9-1-1: Lone Star “Awak en ing” A gen -
der re veal party is cast into chaos; a pair of
spe lunk ers be come trapped in a cave; T.K. at -
tempts to con front his past to im prove his fu -
ture. TV14 (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY JANUARY 2, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Coll. Ftbl Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

(5:15) “Ocean’s
Thir teen” (‘07)

aac “Next
Fri day” (‘00)
Trou ble finds a
man.

TBA aa “Some -
thing” (‘11)

“John Wick”
(‘19) (R)

(:03) Your Honor
(HD):30 News Ex tra (HD) TBA

7 PM To Tell the Truth
(HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

9-1-1 “Pow er -
less”

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

BUNK’D aac “The
High Note” (‘20, 
Drama) A
singer.

aac
“Blackhat” (‘15) 
Hacker eyes vil -
lain. (HD)

Your Honor (HD)

:30 (:45) aac
“Ocean’s 8"
(‘18) Women at -
tempt a jew elry
heist.

BUNK’D

8 PM Shark Tank (HD) Blue Bloods
(HD)

9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

ESPN Orig i nal aa “Fri day Af -
ter Next” (‘02)
Mov ing out. (R)

Jessie “Dark Wa ters”
(‘19) A de ter -
mined law yer.
(HD)

:30 Dis ney Fam

9 PM The Rookie (HD) 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

Just Roll Ma te ri als aac “The
Hunt” Twelve
strang ers.:30 Big City “The Hang over

Part II” (‘11)
Thai land tur moil.10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Cos mos Lo cal Fron tal Fam ily Amphibia (:15) “21

Bridges” (‘19) A 
city wide hunt.
(HD)

:30 Sat. Night Live
Sketch com edy.

Wipeout “Road
Trip.”

Mod ern Fam ily
Ex tended fam ily.

Mickey “The Oth ers”
Haunted house.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Jessie

:30 Wipeout Jessie “I Used”

THURSDAY

MONDAY JANUARY 4, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.
(HD)

Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Ra ven aaa “In de -
pend ence Day”
Aliens at tack
Earth.

“Dy ing of the
Light”

(5:00) aaa
“Hitch” (‘05):30 Lo cal Fam Guy Ra ven

7 PM The Bach e lor
Women ar rive.
(HD)

Neigh bor. L.A.’s Fin est
(HD)

Games (HD) Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (T)
(HD)

Unsittable “Pre cious”
Teen suf fers
abuse.

Your Honor (HD)

:30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy Unsittable

8 PM All Rise
“Bounceback”

The Masked
Dancer

To Be An -
nounced

To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.
(HD)

Fam Guy Ra ven 30 Coins “Cob -
webs” (HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Fam Guy Ra ven (:50) “The Debt”
(‘11) Nazi war
crim i nal. (HD)9 PM The Hus tler Bull “Fallen Idols”

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Wall (HD) Dad (HD) Big City “Na tional Lam -
poon’s An i mal
House” (‘78):30 Dad (HD) BUNK’D (:21) 30 Coins

“Ouija”10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Steve BUNK’D

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Steve Syd ney “Alien” (‘79) A
deadly par a site.
(R)

“Backdraft”
Broth ers fight
fire. (R)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Seinfeld Steve Jessie Your Honor (HD)

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie

TUESDAY JANUARY 5, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2020 Heisman
(Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven To Be An -
nounced

“The Oth ers”
(‘01)

“Cold Co mes”
(‘14):30 Bang (HD) Ra ven

7 PM “The Lion
King” (‘94) A
lion cub is ex iled 
from his fam ily.

NCIS “In the
Wind”

Gordon
Ramsay’s Amer -
i can (HD)

Zoey’s Ex traor di -
nary

Col lege Bas ket -
ball North
Carolina vs Mi -
ami

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Syd ney “Bad Ed u ca -
tion” (‘20) (NR)
(HD)

ac “Lucy in
the Sky” (‘19)
An as tro naut.
(HD)

Your Honor (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Syd ney

8 PM FBI “Sal va tion”
(HD)

This Is Us (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D In side the NFL
(HD):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D (:50) “Tower

Heist” (‘11) Wall 
Street thief. (HD)9 PM FBI: Most

Wanted
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Nurses (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:07) “Yes ter -
day” (‘19) The
Bea tles band.
(HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Goldbergs The Mis ery BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Fam ily BUNK’D In side the NFL
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily Syd ney (:35) To Be An -
nounced (HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Seinfeld Fam ily Jessie “Stand and De -

liver”
“Sin is ter” (‘12)
(HD):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 6, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Ste phen A Bang (HD) NCIS (HD) Ra ven (5:10) “Rep li cas”
(‘19)

“Round ers” (‘98) 
(HD)

“Ter mi na tor 2"
(‘91):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Boston Celtics
at Mi ami Heat
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven

7 PM Who Wants to
Be a

The Price Is Right 
at

The Masked
Dancer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE NXT
(Live) (HD)

Liv Maddie To Be An -
nounced

aac “This
Means War”
(‘12) (HD)

aaa “Bat -
man” A masked 
vig i lante bat tles
evil.

:30 Bang (HD) Liv Maddie

8 PM Who Wants to
Be a

Young (:02) Name That
Tune

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven “Bat tle ship”
(‘12) Tay lor
Kitsch. Alien
bat tle.

:30 Neigh bor. Bang (HD) Ra ven (:40)
“Punch-Drunk
Love” (‘02)9 PM Who Wants to

Be a
S.W.A.T. “Good
Cop”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Los An geles vs
Golden State
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) (:08) “Trans -
form ers: Re -
venge of the
Fallen” (‘09)
Ro bots seek
relic.

Big City “Bat man Re -
turns” (‘92) Bat -
man vs. Pen guin:30 Fron tal BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan BUNK’D “Baby God” Dr. 
Quincy Fortier.

(:16) aaa
“Ready or Not”
(‘19) A young
bride.

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fron tal Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Jessie aa “Bat man
For ever”:30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Conan Jessie “Hi Fi” (R)

SUNDAY
7:00pm

FOX Call Me Kat “Plus One” A sin gle woman
spends her life’s sav ings to open a cat café in
Lou is ville, Ky., in de fi ance of her mother and
so ci ety’s ex pec ta tions to have a happy life.
(HD)

8:45pm
HBO The High Note aac (2020, Drama) Da -
kota John son, Tracee Ellis Ross. A singer and
her over worked per sonal as sis tant get pre -
sented with a choice that has the power to
change the course of their ca reers for ever.
PG-13

MONDAY
7:00pm

MAX Pre cious aaa (2009, Drama)
Gabourey Sidibe, Mo’Nique. In Har lem, an il lit -
er ate and preg nant teen suf fers abuse from
de struc tive par ents, as teach ers at tempt to
help the un loved youth turn her life around. R

8:00pm
CBS All Rise “Bounceback” Lola must
choose whether to pro tect her rep u ta tion or
tell a de fen dant what she knows; Mark ne go ti -
ates with Louis Bravo about Dep uty Sher iff
Rashel. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
NBC This Is Us A group of strang ers are af -
fected by life’s un ex pected events when their
paths cross and life jour neys in ter sect in un -
likely ways, re veal ing shared at trib utes. TV14
(HD)

8:30pm
DISN BUNK’D “An Ud der Di sas ter” Finn must 
prove that he can be re spon si ble af ter he of -
fers to care for Lou’s prized cow; Des tiny and
Gwen try to fix Ava and her mother’s bro ken
re la tion ship. TV G (HD)

TUESDAY

8:00pm
ABC Who Wants to Be a Mil lion aire? “In the
Hot Seat: Karamo Brown and Spe cial Ed u ca tion 
Teacher Shadi Seyedyousef” TV host Karamo
Brown an swers a se ries of trivia ques tions as he
raises money to sup port the Hol ly wood Food
Co ali tion; a teacher com petes. TV14 (HD)

8:40pm
MAX Punch-Drunk Love aaa (2002, Com -
edy) Adam Sandler, Em ily Wat son. A small busi -
ness owner who is con stantly hounded by seven
sis ters and whose abuse has made him un able to 
fall in love meets an equally trou bled soul. R (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY JANUARY 3, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

NFL (Live) NFL (Live) Foot ball Amer ica
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

“Ocean’s 8" (‘18) 
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Liv Maddie (5:15) “Dolittle”
(‘20)

aaa “Hu man
Cap i tal”

Shame less (HD)

:30 60 Min utes (HD) The OT Liv Maddie

7 PM Su per mar ket
Sweep

Call Me (:20) Sunday
Night Foot ball
(Live) (HD)

Sports “The Heat” (‘13) 
Up tight agent
and crude cop
part ner up.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Liv Maddie aac “The
Pho to graph”
(‘20) (HD)

“Lin coln: Vam -
pire Hunter”
(‘12)

Your Honor (HD)

:30 NCIS: L. A. “Over -
due”

Man (HD) Backstory Liv Maddie

8 PM Who Wants to
Be a

Simp sons Law & Or der:
SVU

Liv Maddie Shame less (HD)

:30 NCIS: New Or -
leans

The Harts ESPN Orig i nal
Doc u men ta ries

Liv Maddie (:45) “The High
Note” (‘20,
Drama) A
singer.

“Good Boys”
(‘19) Kiss ing
party.9 PM The Rookie (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Your Honor (HD)

:30 NCIS “She”
Young girl.

“The Heat” (‘13) 
Up tight agent
and crude cop
part ner up.

BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D (:18) aa
“Hellboy” (‘19)
Half-demon
man. (HD)

Your Honor (HD)

:30 Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Fam ily BUNK’D “High Fi del ity”
(‘00) Loser in
love.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Jessie Shame less (HD)

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Jessie

MONDAY

Television Listings

Rev. Tim Gossett of the United Methodist Church 
in Anna brought the Christmas Eve candlelight 
service on Facebook since because of COVID they 
are not allowed to meet in the church.

Rev. Tim Gossett read the children’s message of 
the true meaning of the 12 Days of Christmas on 
Christmas Eve in his Facebook message.

lay your loved ones wreaths. 
We had 533 wreaths this 
year and around 30 volun-
teers plus family members. 

We are also looking for-
ward to people donating 
wreaths for those who have 
no one to buy a wreath for 
them. 

Our goal this year is to 
sell enough wreaths to put 
a wreath on every veteran 
in our Anna Cemetery. We 
need 831-plus wreaths.

I would also like to 
thank Randall Watkins who 
walked our Anna Cemetery 
and found where every vet-
eran was buried. 

Buying your wreath right 
now would really help with 
the buy one match one. 
Please mail your check to 
me, Martha Ann  Webb, at 
118 W. Monroe St., Anna, 
Ill. 62906, or take it to Anna 
City Hall and ask them to 
put in my mail box. Thanks 
so much to everyone who 
donated to honor our  Vet-
erans. 

If you buy your wreath 
now for another cemetery 
the donated wreath from 
Wreaths Across America 
will stay in the Anna Cem-
etery. Thanks.

Happy Retirement
I was happy for Tere-

sa Gilbert but also sad to 
see she would be retiring 
as executive director for 
Bald Knob Cross. Teresa 
has been a blessing for the 
Cross. I got an email from 
her that said:

It is with mixed feelings 
that I announce that I will 
be retiring at the end of 
June, 2021. 

Serving in the role of Di-
rector for Bald Knob Cross 
has truly been an adven-
ture, as well as an honor. I 
have met thousands of new 
people and had countless 
priceless experiences. It’s 
a special place, envisioned, 
built and then restored by 
special people. 

The Board of Directors 
has decided to make a grad-
ual transition for the Execu-
tive Director role, so we are 
posting the position for the 
new Executive Director and 
will hire a new candidate 
in the near future, and we 
will work together until my 
retirement date. 

All information for appli-
cation for the position can 
be found at  baldknobcross.
com/employment. Please 
feel free to pass this infor-
mation on to anyone you 
think might be interested. 

I look forward to passing 
the torch to the next person 
who will have the honor of 
leading Bald Knob Cross of 
Peace into its next chapter. 
Blessings,Teresa Gilbert, 
Executive Director Bald 
Knob Cross of Peace, Inc. 

The mission of Bald 
Knob Cross of Peace, Inc., 
is “to provide a place where 
all people can unite to ex-
perience the presence of 
God.”

I know this last year has 
been very challenging for 
those working there. I used 
to see Teresa at our chamber 
of commerce meeting and 
since we have not been 
able to meet. Haven’t seen 
Teresa since Fall Colors at 
the Cross. 

Teresa’s smiling face and 
willingness to help always 
made everyone feel very 
welcome at the Cross of 
Peace. You will be missed 

Teresa and thanks for serv-
ing as executive director. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Welcome new custodian 
Mike Maples, who will start 
the first of the year.

Happy retirement and 
thanks to Bill Hooks, who 
has been the custodian for 
I believe seven years. Sorry 
we couldn’t have a cake 
and big celebration party 
for you.

Last Monday thanks to  
Loaves and Fishes  for 
passing out food.

Rev. Tim Gossett’s ser-
vices will be on Facebook 
and online. Because of 
COVID there will be no 
services inside the church 
until further notice.

The Christmas Eve can-
dlelight service scripture 
lesson was from Luke, with 
the message Celebrating the 
Birth of Jesus. 

Rev. Tim read the true 
meaning of the Twelve 
Days of Christmas to the 
children. 

The Advent candles were 
lit by Chris Foster with the 
last one being the Christ 
Candle, The Light of the 
World. Our Lord’s Supper 
was taken.  

Carla Anderson played 
the organ and sang several 
Christmas songs, Joy to the 
World, Angels We Have 
Heard on High, What Child 
is This, Away in a Man-
ger, Special Music Mary 
Did You Know? and Silent 
Night.

The service on Sunday 
morning, Dec. 27, was on 
Facebook.

Pastor Tim Gossett’s ser-
mon was Wesley’s Cove-
nant Service, with scripture 
from Jeremiah.

Songs by Carla Ander-
son were “Good Christian 
Friends, Rejoice” and “Go 
Tell It on the Mountain.”

January birthdays: 2 Troy 
Wiseman, 3 Guiola Mo-
reland, 5 Dale Johnson, 
Mason Musgrave, 8 Austin 
Wilde, 13 Denise Pippins, 
15 Jerry Goddard, 16 Tyler 
Zachary, 17 Randy Hind-
man, 31 Al Dammann, 
Andrew Crain. 

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Birthdays: Jan. 2 Keith 
Ellis,  Jan. 3 Steen Vaca 
Diez, Jan. 4 Sarah Wright 

Anniversaries: Jan. 1  
Dennis and Kathy Thorn-
burg,  Jan. 5 Jim and Cindy 
Walker.

Pastor Darryl Williams’ 
sermon this week was titled 
Jesus was Born to Bring 
Joy, with scripture from 
Luke.

Anna Heights has in 
house worship service on 
Sundays at 8 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. and online on Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m. Be sure to 
look on their social  media 
platforms on Facebook or 
YouTube for up to date 
Bible studies, services and 
other announcements or 
visit their website at anna-
heights.com.

Monday through Friday 
at 8 a.m. there is interces-
sory prayer in the foyer for 
anyone who would like to 
pray. Social distancing and 
masks are required.

Anna Heights staff:  Pas-
tor Darryl Williams. Pastor 
of students and recreation 
Danny McFarland. Pastor 
of worship and discipleship 

J.C. Vaca Diez.  
Early learning center di-

rector: Angela Harris. Sec-
retary: Sondra Holshouser. 
Custodian: Susan Grisby.

Union County Alliance 
of Churches

 A special thanks to 
Pete Housman, and all the 
churches and members who 
rang the bells at the stores.

Light House Outreach
Light House Outreach 

meets on Sunday mornings 
at 10:30 a.m. The church 
is located on the corner of 
West Chestnut and North 
Green streets. Gary Broad-
way is the pastor.

Military Prayer List
Trace Faire, John Mi-

chael Brimm, Kaleb Mei-
er, Nathaniel Moss, Der-
ek Nelson, Nick Pearson, 
Nate Frankell,  Alex Gratz, 
Lukas W. Davis, Reagan 
Morrison, Garrett Goins, 
James McWhorter, Jen-
nifer Ann Bishop, Arin 
Whitemountain, Kate-
lynn Williams, Lindsey 
Keene, Jacob Schaefer, 
Jerod Schaefer, Creighton 
Laster, Josh Steveson, Josh 
Williams, Jim Bonner, Nick 
Harvel, Nona Elizabeth 
Luke, Lucas J. Strickland, 
William Nathaniel Fran-
kell, Ethan Maze, Tanner 
Anderson, Hayden Young, 
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 

Morse and wife Megan in 
Alaska.  

Christmas Guests
Guests of Eric and Aman-

da Boreup and children Ava 
and Paxton  were Amanda’s  
mom and dad, Richard and 
Julia Theis and Amanda’s  
niece Katie Theis, Eric’s 
mom and dad from Nash-
ville, Larry and Rosalee 
Boreup. Amanda’s son and 
his girlfriend, Hayden Car-
ter and Amy Pender. They 
enjoyed a card game and 
enjoyed a warm house on 
a cold day.

Christmas Guests
Guests of  David and 

Karen Lamer were  their 
daughter Tonya from Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, daughter 
Tamara, husband Mike and 
sons Cameron and Aiden, 
of Marion.

Kentucky Trip
Gary, Andrea, Abigail, 

and Edward Dahmer en-
joyed a trip to Grand Riv-
ers, Ky., to Patti’s. They ate 
there and enjoyed the lights.

Christmas Trip
Corinne Steveson went to  

Arkansas to her daughter’s  
Michelle Canizales, her 
son and Corinne’s oldest 
son and Corinne’s middle 
son his wife and their three 
children were all with her 
for Christmas.  

She  saw  her uncle Paul 
and aunt Lynn on Christmas 
Eve before going down to 
Arkansas. All had a good 
time and lots of good food.

Union County
Counseling Service

Anna • 833-8551

Happy New Year 
from Union County 
Counseling Center.

Thank you for the opportunity 
of serving the community's 

mental health needs.

The Gazette-Democrat Serving 
Union County Since 1849
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When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusa-
lem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated 
to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, in accordance with the dictate in the law 
of the Lord.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before 
he had seen the Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to 
perform the custom of the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Lord, now let your servant 
go in peace; your word has been fulfilled: my own eyes have seen the salvation which you prepared in the sight of every people, 
a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you yourself 
a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” From the Gospel of Luke
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City of
Jonesboro

Ronald E. Osman
& Associates, Ltd.

Attorneys at Law
Marion, IL • (618) 997-5151

Rendleman & Hileman
FuneRal Homes and monuments

Anna • Jonesboro • Cobden • Alto Pass
(618) 833-2131 or (618) 833-8222

	 •	OB/GYN
	 •	Family	Medicine
		 •	Behavioral	Health
	 •	General	Dentistry
	 •	AND	MORE!

513 N. Main Street  • Anna, IL • 833-4471

As we get ready to celebrate the New Year, 
we can’t help but remember our favorite 
moments with customers like you. From 
the moment we first opened our doors, 

we’ve had the pleasure of meeting so many 
wonderful friends and neighbors. 

Wishing You and Yours a
Very Happy New Year!

100 E. Vienna St.
Anna, Illinois 62906

(618) 833-2151
www.annastate.com

Reynoldsville
News
By Sue Eudy

Here’s wishing all of our 
family, friends, neighbors 
and our readers of The Ga-
zette-Democrat a safe and

HAPPY NEW YEAR.

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Dec. 27, Pas-
tor Perry Williams spoke at 
both morning and evening 
services.

The morning message 
was based on scripture from 
Luke and the story of the 
rich man and Lazarus, which 
tells about a place called 
heaven and a place called 
hell. 

The messages were sent 
via transmitter for worship-
pers who stayed in their cars 
on the church’s lower park-
ing lot while tuned in to their 
radios on station 87.9 FM. 

The message also was 
live streamed on Facebook, 
where it can be viewed.

The church’s Facebook 
page has videos and the 
latest information about 
possible closings.

During the morning ser-
vice, music director Dee 
Rose led the worship. Deb-
bie York was the pianist. 

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A drive-in service was 

held on the church parking 
lot Sunday, Dec. 27, at 
10:35 a.m. and by Zoom 
inside the sanctuary.

Singing was led by Pastor 
Randy Wright and the wor-
ship team. 

Sunday’s message was 
titled “Walk in Faith, Not 
Fear,” with scripture from 
2nd Timothy.

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Birthdays: Evan Parks, 
Jessie Wells, Dec. 27; Curt 
Lyerla, Dec. 31.

Anniversary: Robert and 
Nancy Smith, Jan. 1.

Friday night Bible study 
is planned at 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 1, in the fellowship 
hall. CDC guidelines will be 
followed, with the wearing 
of masks and social distanc-
ing. The Bible study also 
will be available on Zoom. 
Pastor Wright can be texted 
for the password prior to the 
meeting.

Gospel singing
set in Villa Ridge

A gospel singing is 
planned Saturday, Jan. 2, 
at Shiloh Baptist Church in 
Villa Ridge.

Singing begins at 7 p.m. 
The Gloryroad Travelers 
and local talent will be 
featured.

Sunday School for chil-
dren is planned from 9:45 
a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on Jan. 3.

A parking lot service 
is planned at 10:35 a.m. 
on Sunday, Jan. 3, if the 
weather permits, and on 
Zoom. Services will be 
inside the sanctuary if the 
weather is bad, following 
CDC guidelines by wearing 
masks, social distancing and 
families sitting together. 

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on Jan. 6, with praise and 
worship in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom and Chil-
dren’s Bible quizzing in the 
fellowship hall, with CDC 
guidelines being followed 
by wearing masks and so-
cial distancing. The pastor 
can be texted prior to the 
meeting for the password.

During this time, the 
church can be contacted 
by calling the church office 
at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary or 
by calling Pastor Wright at 
618-534-7103.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
From Thursday, December 31, 1970

With this issue of The Gazette-Democrat, the year 1970 
is drawing to a close.

The big story of the year was the controversy sur-
rounding the holding of a giant rock music festival in the 
Makanda area.

Many Union County residents joined Concerned Cit-
izens of the Jackson County area in seeking ways and 
means of preventing the holding of the festival.

Their efforts were successful and an injunction was 
issued against the holding of the Festival May 8-10. It 
was the first successful action of any in the country against 
such festivals.

***
For the second time in its history, the Woodrow Wilson 

Memorial dinner will not be held in Union County this 
year.

The Union County Memorial Association is the only 
association in the United States that has held a Memo-
rial Service for the late president every year, with the 
exception of the year Pearl Harbor was attacked, since 
the nationwide organization of the association in 1928.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Teen Town will hold its 13th annual 

New Year’s Eve party Thursday, Dec. 31.
A meeting will be held Monday evening, Jan. 4, at 7:00 

p.m. in the Lick Creek School to discuss the possible 
reorganization of a Water District Commission for the 
Lick Creek area.

Starting January 1, all garbage and trash containers in 
the City of Anna must have lids and handles and are not 
to exceed 30 gallons weight.

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Winstead, Cobden, will celebrate their 
63rd Wedding Anniversary Sunday, Jan. 3, with an Open 
House from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. at the home of their son 
and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Winstead.

From the Friendship news: We didn’t have a white 
Christmas, but we did have some snow flurries Christmas 
morning.

Meghan Smith sang “O 
Holy Night.”

Our beloved Bro. Joe Al-
dridge, who was the former 
pastor of our church for 
12 years, went home to be 
with Jesus. His visitation 
and funeral were held at our 
church this past weekend. 
The church’s sympathies are 
extended to his family.

Birthdays: Tiffany Beas-
ley, Larry Rendleman, Dec. 
30; Mary Lou Wright, Dec. 
31; Jean Lynn, Jan. 2. 

Currently, the regular 
schedule for worship at 
Jonesboro First Baptist 
Church includes Sunday 
School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing worship at 10 a.m. and 
Sunday evening worship at 
6 p.m. 

Prayer and Bible study, as 
well as youth group meet-
ings, are scheduled at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday. 

School pictures, ledger donated to museum
Mary Biever and her husband of Evansville, Ind., recently visited the Union 

County Museum in Cobden. Mary, the great-niece of Ida Wallace Choate, 
donated school pictures and a ledger which had belonged to Mrs. Choate.

 Mrs. Choate died at the age of 99 in 1988 and is buried in the Jonesboro 
Cemetery. Ida was the daughter of John and Matilda Rhodes Wallace. She 
married Charles Choate in 1926. He died in 1958.

 Mrs. Choate taught school in numerous schools in Union County over 
a period of 31 years. Mrs. Choate began her teaching career in 1908 at the 
Rhodes School, where she stayed one year before moving on to the Morgan, 
Cauble, John Rich, Tunnel Hill, Hamburg, Beech Grove, Lyerla, Rendleman, 
Ware, Mountain Glen and, finally, McGuire schools. She retired in 1948. Photo 
provided.

4535 State Route 3 N. 
Wolf Lake • 833-5498

800-626-6046
parts@sewlparts.com

With heartfelt thanks to all of you 
who have brightened our year with

your generosity and kindness.

www.sewlparts.com

Seven candidates have 
filed nominating petitions for 
the 2021 municipal election 
in the Village of Cobden.

The filing period was from 
Dec. 14 to Dec. 21. The elec-
tion is set for April 6, 2021.

Candidates who filed nom-
inating petitions, by office, 
included: 

Village president: Paul Z. 

Candidates file in Cobden
Tomazzoli. He is an incum-
bent.

Village clerk: Karen M. 
Winzenburger. She is an 
incumbent.

Village trustee: Dennis 
Maze, Jean Britt, Molly 
Beckley, Austin Sellars and 
Klay Greenwood. Maze, Britt 
and Sellars are incumbents. 
Three positions are open.

We're  putting  on the 
dog  to say,  hope
your New Year 

is the cat's meow! 

Anna • 833-7421
Vienna • 658-4111

88 Richview Drive 101 Foster St.
Anna Ullin
833-6272 845-3838

Union County Sheriff 
Scott Harvel & Staff
Jonesboro • 833-5500
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Anna Tire & Auto Center
90 Richview Drive • Anna

833-2122
Cobden Auto Repair

213 N. Appleknocker • Cobden

893-2102

Thank you for 
your loyal support. 

Have a safe and 
wonderful holiday!

Jonesboro
Grade
School

Wishing you good 
health and much
happiness in the

new year!

Wishing you
all a safe and 
happy New 

Year.

L.K.B.
& SONS
1390 Campground Rd.

Anna
618-833-4769

lkbsons@gmail.com

Flamm's
Heating & Air Conditioning

Cobden
893-2830 or  893-2861

At the birth of
another year,

we’d like to thank 
you all for

stopping here!

A&G Automotive
109 Transcraft Dr. • Anna • 833-8755

Auto Wash
164 E. Vienna St.

Anna

Phillips'

Wishing you the best of
everything under the sun in 2021! 

Thanks for your support.

102.5 FM • 1440 AM 
330 South Main • Anna

Rt. 146 & 51
Anna, IL • 833-8592

Before the clock strikes the 
final hour, we resolve to give 

you our very best wishes for a 
fabulous and fun-filled year.

April 2020: Easter bunny greets children
With a little bit of help from the Cobden Volunteer Fire Department, the 

Easter bunny greeted children on a Saturday morning in April. Easter was 
April 12. The Easter bunny handed out plastic eggs which were filled with 
treats to children as they came by the fire station in Cobden. The eggs and 
treats had been donated to the fire department. Firefighters said they were 
glad to be able to brighten the Easter holiday for children in the community 
in the midst of the pandemic.

A food pantry operated 
by Shawnee Development 
Council is a blessing for 
many Union County fam-
ilies.

During the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
need for food continued...
and it was growing.

In normal circumstances, 
the food pantry’s home is 
located on the grounds of 
the Choate Mental Health 
and Developmental Center 
in Anna.

Distributing food
Shawnee Development Council Union County coordinator Brandy Sevenski was preparing to distribute 

food Wednesday morning, April 29, in Jonesboro.
However, due to the im-

pact of the pandemic, the 
pantry was moved to a 
temporary location at the 
First Baptist Church at 201 
W. Walnut in Jonesboro.

Hours of operation for 
the food pantry were sched-
uled on Wednesdays, from 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

The food pantry also was 
distributing food boxes to 
senior citizens on the third 
Tuesday of each month, 

from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
and from 12:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Curbside, stay-
in-your-vehicle service was 
provided.

Brandy Sevenski  is 
Shawnee Development 
Council’s Union County 
coordinator.

She was at work Wednes-
day morning, April 29, 
preparing to distribute free 
food boxes to those who 
would be visiting the food 
pantry at its temporary 

location at the church in 
Jonesboro.

Sevenski said she was 
seeing an increasing need 
in the number of area fam-
ilies who are in need of the 
food in the midst of the 
pandemic.

In March, more than 830 
families were served. The 
number for April was ex-
pected to climb to nearly 
1,000 families. Before the 
pandemic began, about 600 
families were being served.

Food for the pantry came 
from a variety of sources; 
much is donated. Sevenski 
said the food goes out as 
quickly as it comes in, “at 
an alarming rate.”

The community was 
welcome to help support 
the food pantry. Financial 
donations, large and small, 
continued to be accepted.

March 2020:
Disaster declaration
issued for Union County

A disaster declaration 
was issued in late March 
for Union County in re-
sponse to the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic.

The declaration was 
issued by Union County 
Board of Commissioners 
chairman Max Miller.

The declaration declared:
Pursuant to the Illinois 

Emergency Management 
Act, the executive officer 
of a political subdivision, 
being the chairman of the 
county board may, by proc-
lamation, declare a local 
disaster...

...a significant outbreak 
of Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) has emerged 
in China...

...COVID-19 is a novel 
severe acute respiratory ill-
ness that can spread among 
people through respiratory 
transmissions...

...Union County is con-
tinuing in its efforts to pre-
pare for any eventuality 
given that this is a novel 
illness with known health 
risks it poses for the young, 
elderly, and those with prior 
existing medical conditions 
that complicate the symp-
toms of COVID-19...

...as of March 23, 2020, 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health reports there 
are 1,285 active COVID-19 
cases and 12 deaths in the 
State of Illinois due to 
COVID-19...

...on March 9, 2020, 
Governor Pritzker issued a 
state-wide disaster procla-
mation due to COVID-19...

...on March 13, 2020, 
President Trump declared 
the outbreak of COVID-19 
a national emergency...

...on March 20, 2020, 
Governor Pritzker issued 

“Executive Order in Re-
sponse to COVID-19...
essentially a “stay home” 
order to all Illinois resi-
dents fitting the guidelines 
outlined in the executive 
order...

...Therefore, I Max Mill-
er by virtue of the authority 
vested in me as County 
Board Chairman of the 
County of Union, Illinois, 
and pursuant to the Illinois 
Emergency Management 
Act...proclaim that a di-
saster exists within Union 
County, Illinois, and re-
quiring the enactment of the 
emergency operations plan 
set forth in Union County, 
Illinois. This declaration is 
effective March 24, 2020, 
and shall continue for a 
period not to exceed 7 days, 
unless extended by the 
Board of Commissioners 
of Union County. 

County officials noted 
that it has been recom-
mended that counties pass 
this type of proclamation in 
order to be eligible for re-
imbursement of COVID-19 
expenses if funds are made 
available.

Anna • 833-9225



1002 Public Square • Jonesboro
618-833-4547

151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL
618-833-4546

201 South Main • Anna, IL
618-833-8506

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
618-833-2922

As we ring in the new year, 
we also celebrate your 
friendship and support.

It's been a pleasure doing 
business with you.

Thanks for your loyal 
support and friendship!

Wright Bros. LLC  d/b/a Rod's Towing 
"the legacy continues"

crystal gurley, owner
2297 state Rt. 146 West

Jonesboro
833-5937

Brad's Collision Works LLC
511 E. Vienna St. • Anna, Illinois

833-3102

R & J Country Living
Ron & Janice Garner,

Owners
Anna • 833-7418

June 2020: Black Lives
Matter protest held in Anna

Hundreds of activists and 
onlookers from through-
out the region gathered in 
downtown Anna during 
the late afternoon hours 
of Thursday, June 4, for a 
Black Lives Matter protest.

Demonstrators met at 
Anna City Park and marched 
a predetermined route to a 
municipal parking area on 
East Davie Street and then 
on to the Anna Police Sta-
tion on Market Street.

Protesters waved signs 
and called chants through-
out the event, which was 
punctuated by speeches 
from community members 
and group prayers with lo-
cal religious leaders. 

Numerous demonstra-
tions have been held in the 
name of the Black Lives 
Matter movement through-
out the country in recent 
weeks. Many of the events, 
like the one in Anna, have 
been peaceful protests. 

The catalyst for the civil 
unrest was the death of 
George Floyd, a 46-year-
old African American man 
who died while in police 
custody in Minneapolis, 
Minn., on May 25. Video 
footage of Floyd’s death 
at police hands enflamed 
outrage when it appeared.

Protesters in downtown Anna area
Participants in the Black Lives Matter protest gathered late Thursday 

afternoon, June 4, in a municipal parking lot along East Davie Street in 
downtown Anna. An estimated 150 to 200 people participated in the peaceful 
protest.

In the wake of the turmoil 
of the previous weeks, orga-
nizers of the protest in Anna 
worked with local police 
and government agencies 
to assure the safety of ev-
eryone in attendance and 
to help keep the protest 
peaceful. 

Members of area law en-
forcement and emergency 
services maintained a vis-
ible presence at the event. 

Anna Police Chief Bryan 
Watkins said that about 
22 to 24 law enforcement 
personnel were on hand for 
the protest. Representatives 
of the Anna, Jonesboro and 
Cobden police departments, 
the Union County Sheriff’s 
Office and Illinois State Po-
lice were present. Another 
15 to 20 Illinois State Police 
personnel were on standby.

Watkins said he thought 
the outcome of the peaceful 
demonstration turned out 
better than most people 
might have expected. He 
said he hopes the commu-
nity recognizes that a lot of 
work went into ensuring the 
peaceful outcome that was 
experienced at the demon-
stration.

Amiyah, an Anna resi-
dent who helped organize 
the event, said she was very 

pleased with the support 
she received from local law 
enforcement.

“They wanted to protect 
us they said, and they were, 
they were holding back the 
negative energy and mak-
ing them go away during 
the protest” Amiyah said.  
“They’ve gained a lot of 
respect from this for sure.”

Similar Black Lives 
Matter events occurred 
throughout the region. But 
the organizers of the Anna 
protest said they were par-
ticularly happy with the 
outcome. 

“At an event at Mt. Ver-
non, we didn’t have any-
where near this many active 
protesters. We had maybe 
fifty,” said R.J., one of the 
leaders of the Anna protest 
“Seeing this many people 
coming out to be heard was 
definitely nice.”

“I’m glad to say it was 
successful,” said Amiyah. 
“I’m thankful for everyone 
who came out and showed 
love and support. We had 
a good crowd and a very 
LOUD one!”

Encouraging people to 
speak out against hate and 
abuse of minority groups 
was a core message of the 
protesters. 

Extension to offer beginner 
gardening webinar series

The spring of 2020 saw 
a surge of gardeners taking 
up the trowel for the first 
time to try their hand at 
growing vegetables. 

This year come prepared 
with Growing Great Vege-
tables, a seven-week webi-
nar series covering the ba-
sics of starting a vegetable 
garden start to finish led by 
University of Illinois Ex-
tension horticulture experts.

Whether growers have 
several acres or a patio with 
room for a few containers, 
now is the time to start plan-
ning for a successful garden. 

Growing Great Vegeta-
bles will offer participants 
the opportunity to learn 
from and engage with pro-
fessional gardeners, re-
ceive emails with helpful 
research-based hints and 
tips and access to four addi-
tional monthly sessions for 
ongoing support throughout 
the growing season.

Sessions are scheduled 
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesdays from Jan. 26 to 
March 9. 

Each class covers a dif-
ferent topic and will consist 
of a live 50-minute Zoom 
webinar presentation by 
Illinois Extension horticul-
ture educators followed by 
a Q&A. 

Extension horticulture 
educators Jennifer Fish-

burn, Ken Johnson, Ryan 
Pankau and Sarah Vogel, 
and local foods and small 
farms educator Katie Parker 
will present this series.

The schedule for the se-
ries follows:

Jan. 26: Where will you 
Garden? Build a garden 
using whatever space you 
have. Learn about tradition-
al garden plots, raised beds, 
salad tables, container gar-
dening, growing vertically 
and more.

Feb. 2: Seed and Plant 
Choices. Planning, design 
and layout are key ele-
ments to successful garden-
ing. Learn about hardiness 
zones, frost and freeze 
dates, how to order plants 
or seeds from a garden cat-
alog or locally, reading and 
selecting seed packets and 
starting plants from seed.

Feb. 9: Preparing the 
Garden and Care. Soil plays 
an important role in grow-
ing a vegetable garden. This 
session will cover how to 
make vegetables such as 
peppers, tomatoes, squash 
and more flourish while 
keeping pests at bay. In 
session three, Extension 
local foods and small farms 
educators will cover soil 
testing and amendments, 
fertilizer, manures, mulch, 
watering and weeding and 
gardening tools.

Feb. 16: Cool Season 
Vegetables. Cool-season 
crops can be grown in 
spring or fall, each with its 
own characteristics and po-
tential issues. Learn about 
growing and harvesting 
cool-season vegetables in-
cluding how to manage 
common insect pests.

Feb. 23: Warm Season 
Vegetables. Warm season 
crops grow during the hot-
test part of the year. This 
session will cover how to 
make vegetables such as 
lettuce, tomatoes, carrots 
and more flourish while 
keeping pests at bay.

March 2: Diseases and 
Disorders. New and expe-
rienced growers alike are 
challenged by vegetable 
plant diseases and disorders 
of vegetable plants. Learn 
about diseases and wildlife 
pests and how to prevent 
and handle them.

March 9: Attracting Pol-
linators and Controlling 
Pests. Increasing vegetable 
production in a garden can 
be as easy as making it 
more appealing to polli-
nators such as butterflies, 
bees, beetles and moths. 
Learn methods for attract-
ing pollinators as well as 
how to control unwelcome 
insects.

Four additional monthly 
sessions are planned to 
provide ongoing support 
throughout the growing 
season. 

Topics are scheduled to 
include Cool Season Plants 
on May 6, Harvesting and 
Using Produce on June 3, 
Tomatoes and Peppers on 
July 1 and Planting a Fall 
Garden on Aug. 5.

Those who want to par-
ticipate in the sessions are 
asked to register online by 
Jan. 21 by visiting go.illi-
nois.edu/CIVGS. The cost 
to participate is $10. 

Sessions will be recorded 
and made available to regis-
tered participants if they are 
unable to attend live. For 
more information, contact 
Ken Johnson at kjohnso@
illinois.edu.

Southeast Missouri State
University plans to offer
professional pilot program

Southeast Missouri State 
University in Cape Gi-
rardeau is partnering with 
US Aviation Group, USAG, 
and the Cape Girardeau 
Regional Airport for its 
professional pilot program. 

Starting in the fall of 2021, 
students will have the ability 
to earn a bachelor of science 
degree in professional pilot.

USAG, a world-class 
professional flight training 
provider since 2006, will 
provide management ser-
vices for the new program. 

Classroom training for 
students will take place at 
the Southeast campus. 

Flight training, simulator 
and other related training 
will take place at the Cape 
Girardeau Regional Air-
port, where USAG will 
have aircraft, training de-
vices and personnel.

“Conversations about 
this program began in 2015, 
shortly after I arrived,” 
Southeast Missouri State 
University president Dr. 
Carlos Vargas said in a 
news release.

“So, I am excited about 
this great education and ca-
reer opportunity now being 
available to our students. I 
am proud to announce our 
partnership with US Avia-
tion and the Cape Girardeau 
Regional Airport. They 
helped turn our conversa-
tions into reality.”

Katrina Amos, airport 
manager of the Cape Gi-
rardeau Regional Airport, 
has also been involved with 
planning the new program. 

“We are thrilled that 
Southeast will now offer the 
professional pilot program 
and excited that the Cape 
Girardeau Regional Airport 
is a part of this historical 
moment,” Amos said. 

“We have no doubt this 
will be a successful pro-
gram for many years to 
come and look forward to 
a long-lasting relationship 
with Southeast Missouri 
State University and US 
Aviation.”

Flight training will be-
gin in the first semester of 
courses. Students enrolled 
in the program will get 
the training needed to at-
tain FAA certifications and 
obtain their private pilots, 
commercial pilots and flight 
instructor certifications.

According to aviation 
t e c h n o l o g y  c o m p a n y 
CAE’s 2020-2029 Pilot 
Demand Outlook, starting 
in late 2021 there will be 
a short-term need for ap-
proximately 27,000 new 
professional pilots. 

The demand is seen as 
continuing through the de-
cade, as the industry is ex-
pected to require more than 
260,000 new pilots.

The new professional 
pilot program complements 
the university’s bachelor of 
science degree in unmanned 
aircraft systems, also known 
as drones.  That program 
launched in fall 2017.

More information about 
the professional pilot pro-
gram can be found online 
at semo.edu/study/bs-pilot.

Conservation scholarship
program accepts applications

Applications are being 
accepted by the Illinois 
Conservation Foundation, 
ICF, for the 2021 Conser-
vation Achievement Schol-
arship program.

The ICF awards the 
a n n u a l  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Achievement Scholar-
ships to encourage the 
next generation of leaders 
to preserve and enhance a 
sustainable outdoor envi-
ronment.

Up to four one-time 
scholarships of $2,000 are 
given to outstanding high 
school seniors in Illinois 
who have demonstrated 
effective, voluntary and 
long-term dedication to the 
preservation, protection, 

enhancement and/or pro-
motion of the state’s natural 
resources.

Applicants must be Illi-
nois residents and a senior 
in an Illinois high school 
during the year of the schol-
arship award.  

One of the scholarships 
is earmarked for a qual-
ified applicant who is a 
dependent of a current 
employee of the Illinois 
Department of Natural 
Resources.

The deadline to apply 
for the 2021 Conservation 
Achievement Scholarship 
is March 1, 2021.

Detailed instructions 
and the 2021 application 
form can be accessed 
through the ICF website 
at https://ilconservation.
org/What-We-Do/Schol-
arships.

T h e  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Achievement Scholarships 
have been awarded since 
2005, thanks largely to 
generous donations from 
numerous organizations 
and individuals. A total of 
$146,000 has been award-
ed to 71 scholarship win-
ners.

For more information, 
contact the Illinois Con-
servation Foundation at 
217-785-2003 or dnr.icf@
illinois.gov.

Unwanted Christmas 
gifts? Place an ad in 

the Gazette-Democrat 
Classifieds!
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

For rent
FOR RENT: Very nice, par-
tially furnished, 2 bedroom 
apartment located in Anna. 
Close to town. Call (618)-
833-5858 or (618)-697-1893.

1p-2g tfn

FOR RENT DONGOLA: 
2 bedroom mobile home. 
Available now. Call (618)-
827-4705.

1gp tfn

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Lick 
Creek CCSD #16 has an 
immediate opening for a 
full-time district administra-
tive assistant.  Position pay 
starts at $13.80 an hour with 
benefits. Good computer 
skills are a must, candidates 
will maintain several differ-
ent school programs and be 
responsible for all reporting 
of these programs.  Anyone 
interested should submit a 
letter of interest, resume, and 
3 letters of reference to Super-
intendent Brent Boren, 7355 
Lick Creek Road, Buncombe 
IL 62912. 

3gp 

Wanted
LOOKING for house clean-
ing services in Anna, Illinois, 
for every other week. Please 
call (618)-325-9155.

1-3gpc

Yard    
Sale

UNION COUNTY 
GUIDELINES 

PERTAINING TO 
YARD/GARAGE SALES:

1. Social Distancing must 
be exercised.

2. Please wear a mask 
and/or other protective 
clothing.

3. No more than 10 peo-
ple at one time permitted.

tfn

*CLEARANCE SALE:*
REPPERT'S OFFICE 

SUPPLY, 
112 LAFAYETTE 
STREET, ANNA.

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

File Folders, Cards, 
Stamps, 

Lots of Misc. Supplies. 
All Sales Final.

tfn

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Gravel & Sand

(618)-833-6197 or
(618)-697-0453

gptfn

TINY MIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION:

Matthew Pearson, Owner
(618)-201-5323

Licensed • Insured
• NO Job TOO BIG 
or TOO SMALL •

We Make Your Tiny 
Dreams Mighty!

tfn
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IN THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT 

COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN 

DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA,

Plaintiff, 
vs. 

DONALD C. BRIMM 
and CITY OF ANNA, 

ILLINOIS, 
Defendants. 

Civil No. 19-cv-525-NJR-
RJD

SECOND NOTICE OF 
MARSHAL'S SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pursuant 
to a judgment decree of fore-
closure entered by the court 
in the above-entitled cause, 
the property hereinafter de-
scribed or so much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy 
said judgment, will be sold 
to the highest bidder.

1. The name, address and 
telephone number of the per-
son to contact for information 
regarding the real estate is:

Melodie Rushing 
Rural Development 

Specialist
502 Comfort Drive 

Marion, Illinois  62959
(618) 993-5396  ext. 4
2. The common address 

and other common descrip-
tion, if any, of the real estate 
is:

201 George Street, 
Anna, Illinois 62906
3. The legal description of 

the real estate is:
TRACT I: LOT NUM-

BERED 1 IN BLOCK B 
IN WARREN T. BROWN'S 
ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF ANN, BEING A PART 
OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
28, TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH, 
RANGE ONE WEST OF 
THE THIRD PRINCI-
PAL MERIDIAN, UNION 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

TRACT II: PART OF 
BROWN STREET IN WAR-
REN T. BROWN'S FIRST 
ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF ANNA, BEING PART OF 
THE NORTHEAST QUAR-
TER OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
19, TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH, 
RANGE ONE WEST OF 
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN-
NING AT THE NORTH-
WEST CORNER OF LOT 1, 
IN BLOCK B OF SAID AD-
DITION; THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY ALONG THE WEST 
LINE OF SAID LOT 1 A DIS-
TANCE OF 132 FEET TO 
THE NORTHERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF GEORGE 
STREET; THENCE WEST-
ERLY ALONG THE SAID 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE A 
DISTANCE OF 14 FEET; 
THENCE NORTHERLY 
PARALLEL WITH THE 
WEST LINE OF SAID LOT 
A DISTANCE OF 132 FEET 
TOT HE SOUTHERLY  
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
A 16.5 FEET WIDE AL-
LEY; THENCE EASTERLY 
ALONG THE SAID ALLEY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE A 
DISTANCE OF 14 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING; UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

4. The real estate may 
be inspected prior to sale 
at the following times:  by 
appointment.

5. The date, time, and 
place of the sale are:  January 
13, 2021, at 12:00 noon, at 
the front door of the County 
Courthouse for Union Coun-
ty, Jonesboro, Illinois.

6. The terms of the sale are:  
cashier's check, 10 percent 
due at time of sale, balance 
due within 72 hours.

7. Title will be conveyed 
subject to all general real 
estate taxes, which are a lien 
upon the real estate but not yet 
due and payable, and special 
assessments, if any, special 
taxes, and easements and 
restrictions of record.

8. At said sale I shall give 
to the purchaser or purchas-
ers a certificate in writing 
describing the lands and 
tenements purchased and 
the sum paid therefor.  Upon 
confirmation of said sale by 
the court, the holder of said 
certificate shall be entitled 
to a deed for said premises.

Dated at East St. Louis, 
Illinois, this 29th day of 
September, 2020.

BRADLEY MAXWELL
United States Marshal 
Southern District of Illinois

ADAM E. HANNA
Assistant United States 

Attorney

United States Attorney's 
Office

Nine Executive Drive
Fairview Heights, Illinois 

62208-1344
Phone:  (618) 628-3700

Fax:  (618) 622-3810
E-mail:  Adam.Hanna@

usdoj.gov
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF
JERI WALKER, 

DECEASED. 
NO.  2020-P-47 

IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of Jeri 
Walker of Cobden, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued 
on December 8, 2020, to Julie 
Walker, 1860 Shiloh Road, 
Cobden, Illinois  62920, as 
Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Elvis C. 
Cameron, 205B N. Main St., 
Anna, Illinois.

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/28-4), any 
interested person terminates 
Independent Administration 
at any time by mailing or de-
livering a petition to terminate 
to the Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 West Market, Jonesboro, 
Illinois 62952, or with the 
Independent Administrator, 
or both, on or before June 
17, 2021, or if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from the 
Independent Administrator is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State of 
Illinois, the date stated in that 
notice.  Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to 
the Administrator and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated: December 10, 
2020.

JULIE WALKER
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATOR

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON, # 
6244394

ATTORNEY FOR 
ADMINISTRATOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220
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STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT
UNION COUNTY

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
OF COURT DATE FOR 
REQUEST FOR NAME 

CHANGE (ADULT)

Request of:
JESSE THOMAS 

ADAMS
2020-MR-106

There will be a court date 
on my Request to change my 
name from: JESSE THOM-
AS ADAMS to the new name 
of: Jesse Thomas Adams.

The court date will be held 
on February 2, 2021, at 10:30 
a.m., at 309 W. Market Street, 
Jonesboro, IL, Union County, 
in Courtroom #1.

JESSE THOMAS ADAMS
1-3gc

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 7th day of December, 
2020, under the Assumed 
Name of JESSE THOMAS 
ADAMS with the place of 
business located at P.O. Box 
531, Cobden, Illinois 62920 
and that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

JESSE ADAMS
P.O. Box 531

Cobden, IL 62920
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TAKE NOTICE
CERTIFICATE NO. 

2016-00064

TO: CHARLES DISEL 
SERVICE, 

CHARLES R. SMITH 
FARMS INC., 

CURRENT RESIDENT,
LANCE 

MEISENHEIMER 
(UNION COUNTY 

CLERK) 
AND ALL UNKNOWN 

OWNERS, HEIRS,
AND INTERESTED 

PARTIES:

A Petition for a Tax Deed 
on the premises described 
below has been filed in the 
Circuit court of UNION 
County, Illinois, as Case No. 
18-TX-3 (Y) 3.0 Acres m/l; 
Part of the South Half of the 
Northwest Quarter & Part of 
the East Half of the Southwest 
Quarter South of the Road, 
Section 12 Twp 12S Rng 
3W, described as follows: 
Commencing at the Southeast 
Corner of said Northwest 
Quarter, thence South 1 de-
gree 17' 21" West along the 
North/South center line of 
said Section 21 a distance of 
701.02 feet to the Southerly 
right of way of Co. Highway 
13, thence Northwesterly 
along the said right of way 
line on a curve to the right of 
radius 990.37 feet a distance 
along the arc of 422.96 feet, 
thence North 46 degrees 58' 
West along the said right of 
way line a distance of 933.30 
feet to the point of beginning, 
thence South 43 degrees 02' 
West a distance of 208.71 feet, 
thence North 46 degrees 58' 
28" West a distance of 626.13 
feet, thence North 43 degrees 
East a distance of 208.71 
feet to the Southerly road of 
way line of Co. Highway 13, 
thence Southeasterly along 
the said road of way on a 
curve to the right of radius 
4372.46 feet a distance along 

the arc of 27.06 feet thence 
South 46 degrees 58' East 
along the said road of way 
line a distance of 599.07 
feet to point of beginning; as 
recorded Doc#196612 dated 
7/22/1991; 12-3W Township, 
Union County, Illinois and 
any building thereon and their 
contents, if any Common 
address: 4865 State Forest 
Road, Wolf Lake; 12-3W 
Township, Union County, 
Illinois and any building 
thereon and their contents, 
if any.

Property Index No. 11-
12-06-943

Said Property was sold on 
May 30, 2018 for General 
taxes for the tax year 2016. 
The period of redemption 
will expire on April 1, 2021. 
On April 7, 2021 at 9:00 
AM, the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in 
said County for an Order for 
Tax Deed should the said real 
estate not be redeemed.

WILLIAM E. GROOME, 
Petitioner
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NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 21st day of December, 
2020, under the Assumed 
Name of Lane Co. Boutique 
with the place of business 
located at 303 S. Jefferson, 
Cobden, Illinois 62920 and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Mackenzie Laird
303 S. Jefferson Street

Cobden, IL 62920
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NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given pur-
suant to "An Act in relation to 
the use of an Assumed Name 
in the conduct or Transaction 
of Business in the State," as 
Amended that a certification 
was filed by the undersigned 
with the County Clerk of 
Union County. Filed this 
28th day of December, 2020, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Custom Craft Woodworking 
with the place of business 
located at 4590 Burns Road, 
Dongola, Illinois 62926 and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Ethan J. Hostetter
4590 Burns Road

Dongola, IL 62926
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The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50



The Gazette-Democrat  Thursday, December 31, 2020 Section A - Page 15

Here's
My Card!

For information, call 833-2158

The
Gazette-Democrat

• Raking • Trim
ming • Mowing

Reasonable
 Rates • Free E

stimates 

Call between 9:00 a.m
. and 4:00 p.

m. Mon. 

thru Fri. for
 further info

rmation.

LAWN CARE 

SERVICES
(618) 833-4956

P.O. Box 232 • Goreville, IL 62939

(618) 995-2670

Dave's Heating, Cooling

    & Electric
24 Hour Service

Residential - Commercial

FREE Estimates - Licensed - Insured

2900 State Route 127 S. • Jonesboro, IL

(618) 833-6400

David Agne, Owner

400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL 62952

Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed

Orchard Supplies

Home & Garden

Auto 
WashPhi

llip
s'

4 Hand Wash and 1 Automatic Bay

164 E. Vienna St. • Anna

GURLEY & SON

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

 Anna, IL Carbondale, IL Metropolis, IL

 833-5211 457-1922 524-8511

Carlos Gurley 
Bumper Gurley

Alex N. Belcher
Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker

400 New Hope Road

Buncombe, IL 62912www.ollisauction.com

Office: (618) 833-2227

Toll Free: (800) 272-9791

Fax: (618) 833-3377

Email: alex@ollisauction.com

Terry & Tina Riley • P.O. Box 127 • Anna, IL 62906

618-833-9225 • Parts Dept. 800-329-2632

Family Owned & Operated

We PRINT to please . . . (618) 833-1883 ext. 24
t-shirts • sport bags • sweat-suit garments

team uniforms • school collectibles

sign products and more!

pleasing our

customers for 

over 10 years!

Open:

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Custom Processing and Retail Meats

Deer Processing October 1 through January 30

Jason Martin, Owner

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906 • 833-5986

Try advertising on our 

"Business Board"

Let us make a difference 

for your business!

TELETHER
APY

Help from tHe comfort of your Home

Thomas R. CaspeR LCpC

licensed clinical counselor

certified tele counselor

618-534-1485

cHildren, adolescents and adults 10/20PD

We wish you all a most 
delightful holiday season!

Alex Belcher, Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker
alex@ollisauction.com • www.ollisauction.com

(618) 833-2227 • (800) 272-9791

400 S. Main St.
JoneSboro, iL (618) 833-2494

827-3541

May your spirits
soar and your dreams 
take wing in the year 

ahead. And may peace 
and freedom

become a reality for all 
people, everywhere.

Illinois solicits device donations for Computer Equity Network
Program seeks to provide free computers to low-income families

By Raymon Troncoso
Capitol News Illinois/
Report For America
rtroncoso@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD — The 

state is soliciting computers 
and related equipment from 
individuals and companies 
as part of a new program 
announced Wednesday, 
Dec. 16, that will distrib-
ute refurbished devices to 
low-income households.

The Computer Equity 
Network is a collabora-
tion between the state, the 
non-profit PCs for People, 
municipal governments and 
private businesses. 

The program is tied to the 
ongoing Connect Illinois 
initiative based out of the 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity 
that seeks to expand broad-
band access in the state.

Gov. JB Pritzker an-
nounced the  program 
during his daily COVID-19 
briefing on Dec. 16.

“One of the largest gaps 
made even more significant 
in this pandemic is the dig-
ital divide,” Pritzker said.

“How can your child 
learn from home if you 

don’t have internet access? 
How can you shop for gro-
ceries safely online if you 
don’t have a computer? 
Accessing the digital world 
has become essential for 
students, for small business 
owners, for patient-doctor 
communications, for job 
applications,” the governor 
said.

“Really there’s no realm 
in which connecting online 
hasn’t become absolutely 
necessary in the modern 
era.”

The Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Econom-
ic Opportunity, DCEO, esti-
mates that out of 4.9 million 
Illinois households, more 
than 1.1 million currently 
lack computer access in 
their home.

DCEO director Erin 
Guthrie said the Equity 
Network plans to host com-
munity hand-off events in 
all 102 Illinois counties to 
give away the upgraded 
devices to eligible families. 

The events will also fea-
ture on-site support from 
DCEO to provide digital 
literacy courses and options 
for accessing low-cost in-
ternet services.

What’s outside of the 
state’s hands, however, are 
the actual computers.

“We know that sourcing 
hardware is a limiting factor 
in this work, we are here to-
day to call on Illinois com-
panies to help us meet this 
challenge,” Guthrie said. 

“We are counting on you 
to maximize the impact of 
this initiative; your dona-
tion is essential as we work 
to close the gap.”

Pritzker suggested that 
“in the spirit of this holiday 
season,” Illinois companies, 
when upgrading equip-
ment, can donate their old 
technology to the Equity 
Network, where PCs For 
People will upgrade it and 
give it to a family in need.

“It’s all hands on deck. 
Employers large and small, 
and likewise governments 
large and small,” Matt 
Schmit, the state’s Office 
of Broadband Director, said 
in an interview.

Colleges and other insti-
tutions of higher education 
that are upgrading equip-
ment and can donate their 
older computers will be 
likely donors.

 Counties, cities or even 

small towns are also en-
couraged to partner with 
local businesses to recycle 
equipment during an update 
cycle.

“It can be computers 
by the hundreds or just a 
couple here and there. It 
all makes a difference,” 
he said.

Companies and individ-
uals who give computers 
to the program are eligible 
for tax reductions under 
applicable regulations for 
property donations to char-
itable organizations.

Philanthropic entities are 
also encouraged to con-
tribute. 

Current partners of the 
Equity Network include 
the Illinois COVID-19 
Response Fund, the Jew-
ish United Fund, the Girl 
Scouts of Southern Illinois, 
and the Urban League of 
Metropolitan St. Louis.

PCs for People CEO 
Casey Sorensen said the 
ne twork  has  cur rent -
ly committed to provid-
ing 20,000 computers to 
low-income families during 
the non-profit’s first year 
operating in Illinois. Given 
the state’s number of house-

holds lacking computers 
is more than one million, 
significant investment in 
the program from public, 
private and philanthropic 
entities will be necessary to 
source enough computers to 
meet the demand.

“It’s easy for many to 
take for granted access to a 
computer and internet, but 
the pandemic has shown us 
millions of kids cannot ac-
cess education,” Sorensen 
said. “We have received the 
warm welcome from local 
corporations, and now with 
the governor’s call to ac-
tion, we’re optimistic about 
announcing many new part-
nerships in the near future, 
that help us sustain supply 
to reach Illinois families.”

Illinois residents who are 
eligible for free computers 
must be below 200 percent 
of the federal poverty line 
or enrolled in income-based 
government assistance pro-
grams such as free or re-

duced school lunch, Med-
icaid or SNAP.

Alongside the distribu-
tion events scheduled in 
every Illinois county, two 
statewide distribution cen-
ters, one in the Metro East 
area and one in Chicago, 
will be open for donations.

Households looking to 
receive computers, or com-
panies looking to donate 
their older equipment, can 
visit Illinois.gov/Comput-
erEquityNetwork for more 
information.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

T & I Office 
Equipment

Anna • 833-8004



Joseph ‘Pastor Joe’ 
Aaron Aldridge

Joseph “Pastor Joe” Aaron 
Aldridge, 76, of Jonesboro, 
entered into the gates of 
Heaven, serenaded by Angels 
on Dec. 22, 2020.  He is fi-
nally home and resting in the 
Lord’s arms, free from cancer 
and effects from a stroke. We 
can only imagine how he felt 
when his eyes met the eyes of 
the Lord!  

He was born on Feb. 17, 
1944, the son of Aaron and 
Mary (Mattingly) Aldridge 
in Bardstown, Ky. He was 
the oldest of seven children 
born to this union.  

He married Sheila Keen on Aug. 24, 1963, in Seaton-
ville, Ill. From that union they were blessed with four 
children, Tim, Angela, Londa and Bridget.  Together they 
shared 57 years creating many life memories.

He graduated from Hall High School in 1963 in Spring 
Valley.

He accepted the Lord Jesus Christ in at the age of 10. 
He surrendered to preach at the age of 18.  He attended the 
Clark Memorial in Mississippi and Moody Bible College.

Pastor Joe was ordained as a Southern Baptist Minister. 
He ministered in Arkansas, Texas and Illinois.  In Feb-
ruary of 2010 he retired from the First Baptist Church of 
Jonesboro, after suffering a stroke. 

He loved to sing and had a recording from Nashville, 
Tenn.

His greatest joy and desire was serving the Lord. He 
was honored to have led each of his children to the Lord 
and baptized his wife and each of his children and several 
of his grandchildren. 

Through all of his afflictions, he remained strong and 
faithful to the Lord.  “If one person comes to know the 
Lord through my afflictions and death, then it was all for 
the good” – those were Pastor Joe’s word. 

Pastor Joe is survived by his wife, Sheila of Jonesboro; 
a son, Tim (Linda) Aldridge of Mattoon; daughters Angela 
(Larry) Cyphers of Makanda, Londa (Kevin) Peterson of 
Anna and Bridget (Tim) Flick of Cobden; five grandsons, 
Tony Aldridge, Justin Aldridge, Joseph Aldridge, Angel 
Aldridge and James Peterson; two granddaughters, Bri-
anna and Katelyn Flick; great-grandchildren Brooklynn, 
Athena, Angel Jr.  and Serenity, Rayya and Alannah; his 
mother, Mary Stevens of Rock Falls, Ill.; two brothers, 
Richard and David Aldridge; three sisters, Joyce Ander-
son, Ruth Musselman and Rose Cooper; aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews; and a host of friends from all over the 
United States and other countries. He also leaves his dog, 
Midnight.

He was preceded in death by his father, Aaron Aldridge; 
his stepfather, Garnett Stevens; a granddaughter, Alicia 
Aldridge; a grandson, Steven Ledesma; a brother, Charles 
Aldridge; and his father and mother-in-law, Rudy and 
Helen Pacetti.

Funeral services for Pastor Joe were Sunday, Dec. 27, 
at the First Baptist Church of Jonesboro, with Pastor Ray 
Highfield, Pastor Brian Trambley, the Rev. Lester Aldridge 
and Pastor Perry Williams officiating. Interment followed 
in Ebenezer  Hall Cemetery near Lick Creek.  

Both the funeral service and the cemetery committal 
were live on the Crain Funeral Home Facebook page.

WELL DONE GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT...
MATTHEW 25:21

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge 
of arrangements.

To view the full obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Millie McGrath
Millie McGrath, 67, of 

Cobden, Ill., went to heaven 
at 1 a.m. on Christmas Day, 
2020. She passed on comfort-
ably at home with family by 
her side.

The 12th of 13 children, 
she was born on March 31, 
1953, in Pomona, Ill., the 
daughter of Leslie and Eve-
lyn (Latchaw-Wright) Gear-
hart. 

Millie graduated from 
Murphysboro High School 
in 1971. 

As a young mother, she cherished taking care of her 
children and worked outside the home as they got older. 
She met and befriended so many people in the community 
through her jobs at Ben Franklin, Walter Hardware and 
Fashion Land. 

Millie began working for Edward Jones in 1992, the 
company she would retire from in 2012. 

She married Mike McGrath on Feb. 14, 2002, in Jack-
son, Mo. Millie was a member St. Mary Catholic Church 
in Anna.

Millie loved her family immeasurably, and nothing was 
more important to her. 

She loved to golf in ladies’ leagues with her best friends 
in Anna, Ill., and in Davenport, Fla., where she spent 
several winters. Although she claimed she was not a good 
golfer, Millie hit a hole-in-one twice: first in Florida, then 
at her home course in Anna. Whenever one of her friends 
hit a long ball, Millie would say, “You sure gotta holt of 
that one!”

When not golfing, her true passions were cooking and 
gift-giving. Millie was well-known for her mouth-water-
ing meals and desserts; her crockpot and kitchen accessory 
collections were the stuff of legend. 

In preparation for Christmas every year, Millie plotted, 
planned, and tracked the countless gifts she would bestow 
on her loved ones. Occasionally, she would hide the gifts 
so well that she would find them months later. 

Millie had an infectious laugh and wonderful sense of 
humor. When she relaxed (which was rare), Millie cro-
cheted, worked word search puzzles and enjoyed a cold 
iced tea (sweet, of course) or a hot cup of coffee.

In 2006, Millie pledged the Zeta Psi chapter of the 
Beta Sigma Phi International sorority in Anna, Ill., and 
held the Preceptor degree. She was President in 2013-14 
and 2015-16. 

She was also a member of the Ladies’ League of the 
Deer Creek RV Golf and Country Club in Davenport, Fla., 
since 2015. Millie was elected to the board in 2017 and 
served her first 2-year term from 2018-20.

Millie is survived by her loving husband, Mike McGrath 
of Cobden, Ill.; daughter Courtney Beisner of O’Fallon, 
Ill.; son Andy Beisner of Athens, Ill.; grandchildren Eve-
lyn and Eric Furtner of O’Fallon, Ill., and Jocelyn Beisner 
of Athens, Ill.; sisters Jane Meadows of Dongola, Ill., 
Jeanne (Marvin) Meade of Gorham, Ill., Joyce (Claude) 
Stearns and Nancy (Curt) Conder of Murphysboro, Ill., 
and Sherry Gearhart of Phoenix, Ariz.; one brother, 
Mark (Beth) Gearhart of Ava, Ill.; mother-in-law Mary 
McGrath of Lake St. Louis, Mo.; stepsons John (Cally), 
Tim (Alyssa), and Phillip McGrath of Anna, Ill., and Matt 
(Molly) McGrath of Cumming, Ga.; stepgrandchildren 
Sheldon, Nick, Mariel, Campbell and Rowan McGrath; 
and numerous nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents; brothers 
Lindell (Evelyn) Wright, Austin (Mary) Wright, Donnie 
(Betty) Wright, Jack (Carolyn) Gearhart, and Robert 
Wayne (Nancy) Gearhart; sister Judy Meade; and her 
beloved Labradoodle, Sadie.

A pass through was held Tuesday, Dec. 29, from 1 
p.m. to 2 p.m. at Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro. 
Funeral Mass and burial in Anna Cemetery were private 
for family.  

She grew up in the shadow of the Bald Knob Cross and 
would like memorials made to there or 
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal. Envelopes will be available at the 
funeral home.

Leona Belle Brown
Leona Belle Brown, 92, of 

Dongola, died at 1:30 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 24, 2020, at 
Hillview Healthcare Center 
in Vienna.

She was born on June 
1, 1928, in Wrightsville, 
Ga., the daughter of George 
Henry Peter and Alice Irene 
Cooper Aden.  

She married David E. 
Brown on Dec. 24, 1950.  
He preceded her in death on 
July 26, 2011.

She enjoyed reading, gardening, flowers, bird watching 
and hiking through the woods. Most of all she enjoyed 
time with loved ones and friends.

Survivors include her daughters, Earlene (Lindell) 
Croft of Vienna and Cathy (Doug Wagoner) Wilson of 
Dongola; sons Charles (Sharon) Brown of Dongola and 
Dan (Cindy) Brown of Allerton; grandchildren Amanda 
(James) McClellan, Greg (Heather) Brown, Christopher 
Brown, Thaddeus (Kim) Croft and Tori (Aaron) Aul; 
great-grandchildren Corban McClellan, Elijah McClellan, 
Caleb McClellan, Annabelle McClellan, Noah McClellan, 
Anastasia Aul and Josiah Aul; brothers Dare (Pam Lentz) 
Aden of Dongola and Allen (Janet) Aden of Georgia; a 
sister-in-law, Verna “Lou” Louise Aden; other relatives 
and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
David Brown; a son-in-law, James Wilson; and two broth-
ers, Charles Aden and Jack Aden.

A pass-through will be held Thursday, today, from noon 
to 1 p.m. at Crain Funeral Home in Dongola.

Funeral services will be private. Interment will take 
place in Meisenheimer Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to the Alzheimer’s Association 
and will be accepted at the funeral home.

Crain Funeral Home in Dongola is in charge of ar-
rangements.

To view the full obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.
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Pastor's Corner
by Pastor Don Cox

It's no secret that Lucifer has fol-
lowers . . . who don't even know who 
they are.

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
3G

"The Preaching Pen"
A New Beginning

Each day is a new day to God.  He is willing to 
forget about the sins of your past, no matter how great 

they are.  In the book of Lamentations, chapter 3 verses 22 
& 23, the Bible says, “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we 
are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.  They 
are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.”  Prior 
to this writing, Jerusalem had fallen into sinfulness, even 
idolatry.  God had pleaded for them to return to Him and 
abandon their wicked ways. We see in Jeremiah 3 verses 
6 - 11, the sinfulness of Israel and Judah and how far they 
had backslid. In verse 12, the Bible says, “Go and proclaim 
these words to the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding 
Israel, saith the Lord, and I will not cause mine anger to 
fall upon you:  for I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will 
not keep anger forever.”  Why would the Lord have been 
willing to do this? Because His mercies and compassions 
are new every morning!  It doesn’t matter to God how much 
sin we may have committed in our lives, or if we’re 20 or 80 
years old, what does matter is that we make our lives right 
with God before it’s everlastingly too late!  God doesn’t 
look upon yesterday’s sins if we truly repent of them and 
bow to His will. In Psalms 30 verses 4 & 5, the Psalmist 
writes, “Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of His, and give 
thanks at the remembrance of His holiness.  For His anger 
endureth only for a moment; in His favor is life:  weeping 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.”   

What will you do on New Year’s day?  Get together 
with family and friends?  Watch football on TV?  In your 
planning for that day, and for the remainder of the new 
year, have you included God?  Can you think of a better 
way to start 2021 than by becoming a child of God’s and 
an heir to a home in heaven when this life is over? All you 
have to do is hear the gospel preached, believe it, repent of 
your sins, confess your faith in Christ before others, and be 
baptized, for it’s through baptism that we contact the blood 
that Jesus shed for the forgiveness of sins. If you haven’t 
done this, there is no better time than the present, for none 
of us may see the dawn of another day, let alone another 
year. James 4:14 tells us that life is a vapor that appears for 
a little while, then vanishes away. God’s compassions are 

new every morning! Take advantage of them while 
you have the chance. Happy New Year! 
 

R.W. McAlister, Minister 
Anna church of Christ 3G

Edgar R. ‘Ed’ Johnson
Edgar R. “Ed” Johnson, 85, of Paducah, and formerly 

of Anna, died Monday, Dec. 28, at Life Care Center in 
LaCenter, Ky.

Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman & 
Hileman Funeral Home in Anna.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Kendra Dobbs
Kendra Dobbs, 61, of Maryville, and formerly of Anna, 

died Saturday, Dec. 26, at Elmwood Nursing Home in 
Maryville.

Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman & 
Hileman Funeral Home in Anna.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

REAL ESTATE TERMS: 15% Down Day Of Sale Balance In 30 Days.  A 10% Buyer’s Premium Will Be 
Added To The Final Bid & Included In The Contract Price. Make Inspections Prior To Date Of Sale. 

REAL ESTATE SELLS ABSOLUTE TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER AT 12:00 PM!  BID ON SITE OR ONLINE!

AUCTION HELD AT THE WOLF LAKE COMMUNITY CENTER 
LOCATED AT 4720 NORTH ST RT 3, WOLF LAKE, IL 62998

WATERFOWL & DEER PARADISE!
44 ACRES SELLING IN ONE TRACT ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER!
High quality hunting property in BIG BUCK & NATURAL 
WATERFOWL FLYWAY COUNTRY! The property is nearly all 
timber with adjoining land being agriculture. The Mississippi River 
& slough running along the eastern boundary create a natural funnel 
for deer & waterfowl. Access is across the roadway from the east. 
Located in Union County, just West of Wolf Lake, IL & Route 3. 20 
minutes from Anna, IL and 25 minutes from Cape Girardeau, MO.
This property is in the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP). The purpose of the 
easement is to restore, protect, manage, maintain, and enhance the functional values 
of wetlands and other lands, and for conservation of natural values including fish and 
wildlife habitat, water quality improvement, floodwater retention, groundwater 
recharge, open space, aesthetic values, and environmental education.

HARRISAUCTIONS.COM

MICHAEL HARRIS
PRINCIPAL BROKER / AUCTIONEER

IL AUCT. LIC.# 441.001142
270.970.0200

HOMES / ESTATES / FARMLAND / WATERFRONT

270-247-3253 | 800-380-4318

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH: 

ROBERT ALEXANDER
RARE AUCTION GROUP
IL AUCT. LIC.# 441.0000399
IL RE LIC.#075.0092126
270.554.5212

ABSOLUTE LAND AUCTION
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21ST, 2021 @ 12:00 PM

INTERSECTION OF MISS RIVER LEVEE ROAD & BRADLEY ROAD, WOLF LAKE, IL 62998

3-6G

In strange, stressful
year, many people turned
to gardening for respite

In a strange and stressful 
year, many people turned to 
gardening for respite. 

Gardening increased 43 
percent in 2020, according 
to a survey conducted by 
the Minnesota firm Axiom 
Marketing.

“A whole bunch of us got 
into, or more into, garden-
ing in 2020,” says Universi-
ty of Illinois Extension hor-
ticulture educator Richard 
Hentschel. “And, it looks 
like that trend may continue 
into 2021.”

Extension educators and 
Master Gardeners helped 
many first-time home gar-
deners solve problems and 
source materials. Garden 
centers saw a boom in sales.

“Younger gardeners re-
ally embraced growing 
in their yards this year,” 
Hentschel says. 

Seventy-two percent of 
gardeners under 40 say 
that they spent more time 
gardening in 2020. 

Renters of condomini-
ums and apartments also 
grew gardens, with more 
than half of the respondents 
growing vegetables and one 
in three using container 
gardening. 

The increase in vegetable 
gardening likely is due to 
concerns of food safety or 

shopping and an increase 
in naturally or organically 
grown foods, Hentschel 
says.

In addition to vegetables, 
73 percent of survey re-
spondents grew flowers. “If 
you are going to be spend-
ing more time at home and 
in the yard, you want it to 
look good,” Hentschel says.

Why did people garden 
in 2020? Top responses in-
cluded creating a beautiful 
outdoor space, personal 
enjoyment and something 
to do. 

About 82 percent said 
they were successful in 
their gardening endeavors. 

“Some may have been 
first-time gardeners, or oth-
ers may have taken on the 
challenge of a new type of 
gardening, or a new crop,” 
Hentschel says.

The gardening push is 
expected to continue in 
2021, with 86 percent in-
dicating they’ll garden the 
same amount or more next 
year. 

Looking ahead to 2021, 
Hentschel says winter is a 
good time to start planning 
for the growing season. 
You can find Extension 
resources to help at exten-
sion.illinois.edu/global/
horticulture.



The Gazette-Democrat  Thursday, December 31, 2020 Section A - Page 17

Spanish 
Oaks 

Center
wishing you and yours
a Happy New Year!

Kristie McAlister
Owner/Administrator
833-8013

Our New Year’s wish to you is 
for health, wealth, and happiness

in the new year and beyond.

Coad
Chevrolet • Ford

Corner of Hwy. 51 & 146 - Anna, Illinois
Hours: M-F 8:00 - 6:00 • Sat. 8:00 - 4:00

618-833-2166

guthrie
construction, inc.

(618) 833-7663

2020: January downpours, icy Christmas Minimum wage set to go up in New Year
Illinoisans will ring in the 

New Year with an addition-
al increase in the minimum 
wage to $11 an hour.

The Illinois Department 
of Labor is encouraging 
employees to watch their 
paychecks to ensure that 
time worked in 2021 is paid 
at the new rate.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed 
legislation into law in 2019 
providing a path to a $15 
minimum wage by 2025. 

Minimum wage earners 
received two increases in 
2020 to $9.25 an hour on 
Jan. 1 followed by an in-
crease to $10 an hour on 
July 1. 

The minimum wage will 
continue to increase an 
additional $1 an hour each 
January 1 until it reaches 
$15 an hour in 2025.

“We want to make sure 
that workers earning min-
imum wage are aware that 
the $1 increase should be 
reflected in their pay checks 
for any time they work after 
the first of the year,” said 
Michael Kleinik, director 
of the Illinois Department 
of Labor, in a news release.

“While we fully expect 
employers will pay the new 
wage, we also want workers 
to be aware of the change.”

Prior to the 2020 increas-
es, the last time Illinois in-
creased its minimum wage 
was more than a decade ago 
in 2010 when it was raised 
to $8.25. 

Cook County has a high-
er minimum wage than the 

state, currently $13 an hour. 
The current city of Chicago 
minimum wage is $13.50 
an hour for small employ-
ers (four to 20 employees) 
and $14 an hour for large 
employers (21 or more em-
ployees).

A recent study by the 
Illinois Economic Policy 
Institute at the University of 
Illinois indicated that more 
than 1.4 million adult hourly 
workers in Illinois make less 
than $15 per hour.

The new law maintains 
provisions for employers 
to count gratuities to offset 
wages for workers such as 
food servers who regularly 
earn tips. 

Tipped employees may be 
paid 60 percent of the hour-
ly minimum wage. These 
workers must still earn the 
minimum wage after receiv-
ing tips or the employer must 
make up the difference.

Workers who are under 

18 years old and work few-
er than 650 hours in a year 
will earn a minimum wage 
of $8.50 per hour beginning 
Jan. 1. The youth minimum 
wage rate will gradually rise 
to $13 an hour by 2025.

All Illinois employers are 
required to post the “Your 
Rights Under Illinois Em-
ployment Laws” in a con-
spicuous location on the 
premises of the employer 
where notices to employees 
are customarily posted. 

The color poster, which 
also covers other Illinois 
labor laws, can be found in 
English and Spanish online 
at https://www2.illinois.
gov/idol/Employers/Pages/
posters.aspx

Employees with prob-
lems regarding the minimum 
wage can file a complaint 
with IDOL at https://www2.
illinois.gov/idol/Pages/
Complaints.aspx  or call 
312-793-2800.

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Rd.

Grand Tower, Ill.
(618) 565-1064

Your
Hometown Store

The first month of 2020 brought very heavy rain to the Union County area. 
The photograph was taken on Jan. 10 near historic Kornthal Church, which 
is located south of Jonesboro.

The last month of 2020 brought a frigid Christmas Day to the area. The low 
temperature on Dec. 25 was 13 degrees...and the high only reached 24. Icicles 
formed in the icy cold weather in rocky formations along the Quetil Trail in 
Alto Pass. The photograph was taken last Saturday morning.
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Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

A holiday tradition: 
Pledge to buckle up 
and drive sober

With the holiday season underway, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation, IDOT, and Illinois State Police are 
reminding travelers to buckle up and drive sober as law 
enforcement agencies statewide ramp up their Click It or 
Ticket and Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaigns to 
ensure a safer holiday season.

“If traveling is necessary over the holidays, we urge the 
public to take some simple steps to help everyone reach 
their destinations safely,” said Cynthia Watters, IDOT’s 
bureau chief of safety programs and engineering. 

“Buckling up is the best way to protect yourself, while 
driving sober is one of the easiest things you can do to 
protect others.”

‘Buckling up is the best way to protect yourself, 
while driving sober is one of the easiest things you 
can do to protect others.’

If you are celebrating with family and friends, you 
are urged to practice appropriate social distancing, keep 
gatherings to a minimum and wear a mask. For more 
guidelines from the Illinois Department of Public Health, 
visit dph.illinois.gov/covid19.

According to state crash data, three people died in three 
fatal crashes in Illinois last year between 6 p.m. on Dec. 24 
to 11:59 p.m. on Dec. 25. Two were killed in crashes in-
volving at least one driver who tested positive for alcohol. 

As of Dec. 23, statistics showed 1,075 people had died 
on Illinois roads this year, compared to 972 at the same 
time a year ago.

Now through the early morning hours of Jan. 4, motor-
ists will see hundreds of additional seat belt enforcement 
zones and other patrols aimed at keeping Illinois roads 
safe.

“We remind everyone to ask themselves, first, is the 
travel essential, and, if it is, to please avoid the Fatal Four 
mistakes made by drivers: speeding, driving under the in-
fluence, distracted driving and failure to wear a seatbelt,” 
said Illinois State Police director Brendan F. Kelly. 

“While you’re doing your part to protect your family 
by socially distancing, washing your hands, and wearing 
masks, help us protect our first responders by obeying 
the Move Over Law.  We wish everyone a safe and happy 
holiday season.”

The “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” and “Click It or 
Ticket” programs are funded with federal highway safety 
dollars administered by IDOT and done in conjunction 
with the Life or Death Illinois campaign, which was 
launched in 2018.

2020...a squirrely year comes to an end...
OK folks...is anybody, as in anybody, out there disap-

pointed to see the squirrely year 2020 coming to an end? 
I’m guessing that if you are one of those folks, you just 

might see the glass as more than half full...and overflow-
ing...

Meanwhile...
...so many things to ponder...and so little space...
...about those squirrel pictures...
...for the how ever many years, it’s been a bit of a “tradi-

tion” to feature some of my favorite squirrel photos from 
the year in this space...

...squirrels are cute...and goofy...very photogenic...and 
very cooperative...at least with this photographer...

...sometimes they seem to act a little bit irritated when 
I start taking their picture...it seems like they think the 
photographer is going to come and take away the gigantic 
morsel they might be munching on...

...anyway, you get to see a few photos of squirrels 
this week...hope you don’t mind me carrying on a nutty 
tradition...

...speaking of traditions...

...yours truly carried on a couple of treasured Christmas 
Eve traditions last week...both involved being outdoors...
when the temperature was something like 28 degrees...
and the wind chill was something like  14 degrees...and 
seeming to get colder...

...on the afternoon of the day before Christmas, yours 
truly motored to the Trail of Tears State Forest...

...we’ve been making such a pilgrimage for five or six 
years, or longer, which, I suppose, officially makes it a 
tradition...

...and I say “we” only in the sense that sometimes the 
Christmas Eve adventure involves more than one of us...

...however, Christmas Eve 2020 involved a solo journey 
to the woods...The Other Half had sense enough to stay 
home under a warm blanket...and probably with a hot 
cup of tea, too...

...(for whatever it’s worth, it was just the two of us for 
Christmas this year...seems there is a pandemic...some 
folks have suggested that we are being too cautious...
oh, well...)

...while The Other Half stayed where it was warm, yours 
truly motored off to the woods in the middle of the after-
noon on Christmas Eve...saw some snow flurries while 
motoring in the direction of metropolitan Mountain Glen...

...the state forest was quiet...and cold...but I pretty much 
had the place to myself...

...did some trekking along a creek bed...listened to 
the water in the creek as it rippled through the cold of a 
December afternoon...the wind and the bare trees on the 

This may be how some of us feel about the way the 
year 2020 has unfolded...

...and this little fellow peeked out from a hole in a 
tree...

This little fellow seemed to be giving the photogra-
pher the stink eye...

...and finally, 2020 has come to an end.

many ridgelines at the state forest created their own cho-
rus of Christmas music...occasionally joined by a bird...

...otherwise...all was calm...all was bright...

...spent about 45 minutes in the Christmas Eve cold 
before heading back...

...so I could spend some more time out in the cold...

...that’s because another one of our traditions involves 
firing up the grill and cooking at least part of what we’re 
having for dinner on Christmas Eve in the great outdoors...

...no matter what the weather...

...I’ve cooked in sleet, rain and snow...and in “balmy” 
December weather, too...one year, I think the temperature 
was hovering the range of zero and and we had half a foot 
of snow on the ground...that was the year The Other Half 
suggests that yours truly tried to catch our front porch on 
fire...I do not remember such a thing happening...

...nevertheless, the grill now hangs out in the backyard...

...for Christmas Eve 2020, we had hamburgers...prob-
ably the best hamburgers ever...

...no telling what Christmas Eve 2021 will bring...ex-
cept that we’ll hopefully continue our traditions...

...and I hope you will be able to celebrate the special 
traditions which are part of your family’s holiday season...

...in the meantime...stay safe...stay healthy...and
Happy New Year... 

Commentary

Time to move on
By Mike Estel

A couple of weeks ago, several demonstrators were 
arrested during a pro-Presidential Donald Trump rally to 
support his bid to have a recount in the past presidential 
election.

Those protests need to come to a screeching halt. The 
election is over and Joe Biden won the majority  of the 
votes as well as the electoral vote count. The president 
needs to tell those protesting groups to tone down now 
that it’s over.

President Trump needs to concede and accept the fact 
that he lost fair and square.

The different states he has repeatedly claimed com-
mitted election fraud have not. The Supreme Court has 
even shot down that there was any kind of illegal voting 
irregularities going on during the election.

To top that off, three judges, who were appointed by 
Mr. Trump, voted that there was not anything illegal going 
on. All three judges would never have ruled that way if 
they thought otherwise.

President Trump needs to concede and also inform 
these different groups throughout the country to end their 
protests.

Martial law has been discussed in the White House and 
a special counsel has been brought up to extend his stay. 

The president could easily stop all of this resentment 
by conceding.

It’s over for the Trump Presidency in 2020. He now 
should look to 2024 and possibly make another run at 
the Big House.

Over seventy million people in the United States voted 
for him and should convince him he was doing something 
right while in office. And, that’s more the reason to sit this 
one out and look to 2024.

Hanging around and encouraging groups to continue 
the fight is not accomplishing anything. It’s just going to 
turn more potential supporters off.

Supporters are falling off daily the longer this goes on.
Noted television evangelist Pat Robertson, a staunch 

Trump supporter, claims now is the time to concede. An-
other staunch supporter, Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky, also said it’s time to move on.

 Many other Republicans have voiced concern about 
conceding.

These loyal supporters are giving some sound advice 
and ought to be taken seriously by the one presently at 
the top of the hill.

Weather
Low of 13 degrees
on Christmas Day

Christmas Day in Union 
County was very cold and 
dry. 

After a low of 13 degrees 
on Dec. 25, the high tem-
perature only climbed to 24.

Precipitation for the peri-
od of Dec. 22-28 was light, 
with only .73 of an inch of 
rain recorded on Dec. 23.

Strong winds were re-
corded in the Union County 
last Sunday.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Dec. 22        54 28
Wednesday, Dec. 23   57 36
Thursday, Dec. 24      36 18
Friday, Dec. 25           24 13
Saturday, Dec. 26       48 17
Sunday, Dec. 27          58 33
Monday, Dec. 28        49 27
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