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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Christmas in the Village celebrated in Cobden
Christmas in the Village was celebrated Saturday, Dec. 4, in Cobden. The holiday season event was sponsored by the Cobden 

Community & Business Association and the Village of Cobden. Christmas in the Village featured a number of special activities, 
including bazaars, an open house at the Union Congregational Church which featured carvings and paintings by C. Joe Thomas 
and a display of nativity scenes, wagon rides around town, caroling and visits with Santa and Mrs. Claus. The day ended with a 
performance of holiday music by the Cobden School band, along with the lighting of a Christmas tree and lights for the season, 
all at the park in downtown Cobden.

Carols at Candlelight
The historic St. Anne’s Church along South Main Street in Anna was the setting for holiday season 

presentations of Carols at Candlelight Sunday afternoon, Dec. 5. The local band Back Porch Company 
performed a variety of Christmas songs from around the world. Members of Back Porch Company are 
Carla Anderson, Richard Johnson, Stuart Anderson and Warren Anderson. They were joined by narrator 
Brownie Anderson.

'Interesting weather for second week of December'
“Interesting weather for 

the second week of De-
cember.” That observation 
was posted online early 
this week by the National 
Weather Service office in 
Paducah.

Record high tempera-
tures for December gave 
way to storms and cooler 
weather during the past 
week in the Union County 
area.

Another round of mild 

December temperatures is 
expected this week, along 
with the possibility of more 
severe weather.

The forecast posted on-
line by the weather service 
office in Paducah was call-
ing for “a big warmup...
for the second half of the 
week...along with the re-
turn of rain chances. “Well 
above normal tempera-
tures” were in the forecast 
by Wednesday, Thursday 

(today) and Friday.  
Storms are possible 

late Friday. Some of the 
storms could become se-
vere. Heavy rain is possible 
early Saturday before a 
cold front goes through the 
region. Cooler temperatures 
are expected Saturday and 
Sunday.

Record High Tempera-
tures  

Record high tempera-
tures were reported in the 

region last week.
The National Weather 

Service office in Paducah 
reported that Poplar Bluff, 
Mo., had a record high 
temperature of 78 degrees 
on Thursday, Dec. 2. The 
record had been 73, which 
was set in 1926 and tied in 
1950.

The weather service not-
ed that Poplar Bluff’s high 
temperature of 78 degrees 
was the second warmest 

reading on record for the 
month of December.

A record high of 75 also 
was set in Carbondale on 
Dec. 2. The record had been 
71, which was set in 1982.

After the record high 
temperatures, what the 
weather service described 
as a potent storm system 
brought thunderstorms  to 
the area on Sunday and into 
Sunday night.

(continued on page 2)

The Union County CEO 
program is planning to host 
a Jingle and Mingle casual 
holiday celebration from 
7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 14, at PAST’s Heritage 
House in Jonesboro.

***
The Jonesboro Fire De-

partment is planning to 
serve a pancake breakfast 
on Saturday, Dec. 11. The 
breakfast will be served 
from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the 
fire department.

***
Southern Seven Head 

Start reported Friday that it 
had temporarily closed one 
classroom at the Metropolis 
Head Start Early Learning 
Center following a con-
firmed case of COVID-19. 
The classroom is scheduled 
to reopen Dec. 13, pending 
further investigation.

***
A presentation of the 

musical “Polkadots: The 
Cool Kids Musical” which 
had been scheduled this 
Friday and Saturday at the 
Anna Arts Center has been 
postponed until January due 
to illness.

***
Southern Seven Health 

Department’s  Talking 
Ovarian Cancer Project has 
receive a $3,500 grant. The 
grant funds will be used for 
ovarian cancer education 
and survivor support.

***
An Olde Tyme Christ-

mas event is planned from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 12 
at Fort Massac State Park 
in Metropolis. Organizers 
note that masks will be 
required.

***
Cobden High School 

boys’ basketball head coach 
Wendell Wheeler has been 
named to the Illinois Bas-
ketball Coaches Associa-
tion Hall of Fame.

***
Hunters harvested 824 

deer in Union County dur-
ing the first part of the 
2021 firearm season in 
November.

(continued on page 2)

Harry Brockus has been 
named as CEO of Union 
County Hospital in Anna.

“Harry is a seasoned 
healthcare executive with 
a strong regional connec-
tion in Illinois,” said Char-
lotte Clover, board chair of 
Union County Hospital, in 
a Dec. 7 news release which 
announced the naming of 
the new CEO.

“His understanding of 
healthcare in our state will 

serve us well as we continue 
our mission to be a place 
of high-quality healing and 
caring for our community,” 
Clover said.

Brockus succeeds Jim 
Farris in the post. Farris 
retired.

Brockus brings nearly 20 
years of leadership experi-
ence from hospitals and 
health systems in Illinois, 
Indiana and Pennsylvania. 

Most recently, he served 
as president of Carle Rich-

land Memorial Hospital and 
system vice president for 
Regional Health in Urbana 
and as CEO of Hoopeston 
Regional Health Center in 
Hoopeston.

Brockus has been recog-
nized as a “Top Hospital 
CEO” by Becker’s Hospital 
Review. 

“I am passionate about 
collaboration across the 
organization, as well as 
advocating for hospitals at 

the state and federal levels 
through the Illinois Hospi-
tal Association,” Brockus 
shared. “I am excited to get 
to know everyone and for a 
bright future ahead.”

He earned his master of 
business administration de-
gree from Indiana Univer-
sity, a bachelor’s degree in 
organizational management 
and a degree in respiratory 
therapy. He is a member of 
Rotary International. 

Union County Hospital announces new CEO

25 new
COVID
cases in
county

Southern Seven Health 
Department on Monday, 
Dec. 6, reported 25 newly 
confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19 in Union County.

The newly confirmed 
Union County cases in-
volved three children under 
10, five teens, two persons 
in the 20s, four in the 30s, 
five in the 40s, three in the 
50s, one in the 60s and two 
80-plus years old.

Southern Seven Health 
Department’s update also 
showed: 

A cumulative total of 
3,289 cases in the county 
since the start of the pan-
demic. A total of 3,165 
recovered cases had been 
reported in the county.

There were 75 active 
cases in the county. A total 
of 49 deaths had been re-
ported in the county since 
the start of the pandemic.

The health department 
serves Union, Johnson, 
Pope, Hardin, Alexander, 
Pulaski and Massac coun-
ties.

Southern Seven Health 
Department shared infor-
mation about cases in the 
region in the update:

77 newly confirmed cas-
es. 62 newly recovered. 273 
total active cases. 178 total 
deaths. 11,354 cumulative 
total cases.

All of the statistics pro-
vided by the health depart-
ment are provisional and 
are subject to change.
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December weather
(continued from page 1)

The National Weather 
Service Storm Prediction 
Center in Norman, Okla., 
issued a tornado watch for 
Sunday night and early 
Monday morning that in-
cluded 10 Southern Ilinois 
counties.

The counties in the watch 
area included Union, Al-
exander, Johnson, Pulaski, 
Williamson, Gallatin, Mas-
sac, Saline, Hardin and 
Pope. 

A tornado warning and a 
severe thunderstorm warn-
ing also were issued by 
the weather service office 
in Paducah for parts of 
the area at around 10 p.m. 
Sunday.

The tornado warning 
covered central and south 
central Jackson County 
in Southern Illinois and 
southeastern Perry County 
in Missouri. 

The severe thunderstorm 
warning covered southern 
Jackson County in Southern 
Illinois, southeastern Perry 
County in Missouri and 
northwest Cape Girardeau 
County in Missouri. 

Stormy weather, includ-
ed strong winds, heavy rain, 
hail, lightning and thunder, 
swept through the Union 

Sunny, mild December afternoon
Children were playing in downtown Cobden last 

Saturday afternoon. The weather on Saturday was 
sunny and warm.

County area at about the 
time the severe weather 
warnings were issued in 
the region.

November, Fall Weath-
er in Region

The weather service of-
fice also has shared climate 
reviews for the month of 
November and the fall sea-
son in the Southern Illinois, 
Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky areas.

November Climate Re-
view 

After one of the warm-
est Octobers on record, 
the month of November 
went the other direction, as 
weather tends to do, in an 
attempt to even things out.  

Monthly average temper-
atures ranged from around 
2 to 3.5 degrees below 
normal.  

This was primarily due 
to chilly nighttime lows, 
which averaged from 4 to 
5.5 degrees below normal.  

In fact, the weather ser-
vice noted, the average low 
temperature for the month 
made the top 10 coolest for 
November at Paducah and 
Cape Girardeau.  

Meanwhile, the monthly 
average high temperature 
was only slightly below 
normal at Paducah, and ac-

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 73 degrees 
to a low of 25 during the 
period of Nov. 30 through 
Dec. 6 in Union County.

Precipitation for the pe-
riod totalled 1.60 inches of 
rain, which included .06 of 
an inch Dec. 1, .01 of an 
inch Dec. 2, .75 of an inch 
Dec. 5 and .78 of an inch 
Dec. 6.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Nov. 30        62 32
Wednesday, Dec. 1     58 41
Thursday, Dec. 2         71 37
Friday, Dec. 3              73 36
Saturday, Dec. 4          59 43

Sunday, Dec. 5            67 44
Monday, Dec. 6           59 25

November Weather
The high temperature for 

the month of November 
was 70 degrees, which was 
recorded on Nov. 8. The 
average high for the month 
was 56.

The low for the month 
was 21, which was recorded 
on Nov. 23. The average 
low was 31.

Precipitation for the 
month totalled 2.27 inches 
of rain.  

The most rain in a 24-
hour period was .72 of an 
inch, recorded on Nov. 11.

Precipitation for the year 
as of the end of the month  
totalled 35 inches.

High 73 degrees, low 25;
1.60 inches of rain recorded

tually a shade above normal 
at Cape Girardeau, Poplar 
Bluff, Mo., and Carbondale.  

This larger diurnal tem-
perature range was likely 
attributable to the rela-
tively dry air that prevailed 
through the greater part 
of the month, the weather 
service reported.

Drier than normal condi-
tions took hold during the 
month of November.  

The total precipitation for 
the month ranged from 1.5 
to 2.5 inches, which was 1.5 
to 3 inches below normal.  

The weather service’s co-
operative observer at Rosi-
clare registered the most 
precipitation in November 
at 3.10 inches.  

Nearly 3 inches of rain 
also fell in multiple rain 
gauges in the Cape Gi-
rardeau area.  

Some locations only 
measured around or slightly 
less than an inch of rain dur-
ing the entire month.  

The cooperative observ-
er at Clearwater Dam in 
Southeast Missouri only 
received 0.79 of an inch for 
the month.  

The official total from 
the ASOS in Carbondale 
was 0.99 of an inch, which 
ranked as the ninth dri-
est November on record 
at that site. However, the 
weather service advised 

tht it should be noted that 
the total was likely under-
estimated slightly due to a 
brief rain gauge outage on 
November 17.

Fall Climate Summary
Temperatures averaged 

above normal by around 1 
to 2 degrees in the region. 

The warmest month com-
pared to normal was Octo-
ber, with temperatures 4 to 
6 degrees above normal, 
while the coldest compared 
to normal was November, 
with temperatures 1.5 to 
3.5 degrees below normal. 
It was the ninth warmest fall 
at Cape Girardeau.

Precipitation was vari-
able across the region, with 
both Carbondale and Poplar 
Bluff finishing wetter than 
normal. 

Aside from counties that 
include or are near those 
two cities, precipitation was 
near or below average for 
the rest of the region.

Sites near Poplar Bluff 
received the most precipita-
tion, with almost 15 inches 
of rainfall, while the lowest 
totals were around 6 to 8 
inches, primarily at sites 
near the Ohio River. 

November was drier than 
normal across the entire re-
gion, while September and 
October had some above 
normal and some below 
normal areas.

(continued from page 1)
Sealed bids are being ac-

cepted by Dec. 20 for a new 
compact track loader for 
the Union County Highway 
Department.

***
Don’t forget: the Union 

County Hospital District 
Auxiliary’s annual scholar-
ship fund drive is underway.

***
Young people from the 

community were invited 
to make Christmas cards 
and ornaments on Saturday 
at Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church in Anna.

***
The Alexander County 

clerk and recorder’s office 
is implementing the use 
of new land and records 
software.

***
Joe Frick and Jim Full-

er are now 50-year/life-
time members of the Anna 
Moose Lodge.

***
Hope you got to see the 

very nice sunrise Tuesday 
morning in Union County.

News Notes

COVID-19 risk level metrics

County remains at
orange warning level

Southern Seven Health 
Department reports the Il-
linois Department of Public 
Health, IDPH, on Thursday, 
Dec. 2, announced that 
Union, Hardin, Johnson 
and Massac counties all 
remained at the orange 
warning level status on the 
coronavirus disease (CO-
VID-19) risk metrics.

Union, Alexander, John-
son, Pope, Pulaski, Hardin 
and Massac counties are 
served by Southern Seven 
Health Department.

Alexander County re-
turned to blue warning level 
status. As of Dec. 2, Alex-
ander, Pope and Pulaski 
counties were not at an in-
creased risk for COVID-19.

A warning for new case 
rate indicates the rate is 
greater than 50 cases per 
100,000 people.

A warning for test posi-
tivity indicates that the 
percentage was above 8 
percent from the previous 
seven-day period.

A warning for ICU avail-
ability shows the number 
of ICU beds has dropped 

below a 20 percent avail-
ability threshold.

The  new cases  per 
100,000 people rate is a unit 
of measure calculated as a 
rate to compare the number 
of cases in large and small 
counties.  

The rate is calculated by 
dividing the county case 
count for seven days by 
county population times 
100,000.  

This describes the poten-
tial number of people who 
are currently ill and may 
be infectious in the county.  

Union County had 232 
potential new cases (based 
on 39 positive cases) per 
100,000 reported. The test 
positivity percentage for the 
county was 5.0 percent out 
of 862 tests. ICU availabil-
ity was 15.7 percent.

Eight different indicators 
are used to determine a 
county’s designation.   

A county is considered 
at the orange warning level 
when at least two of the 
main indicators are going in 
the wrong direction.  

Southern Seven Health 
Department continues to 
urge area residents to get 
vaccinated against CO-
VID-19. 

Children ages 5 to 11 are 
now able to get vaccinated. 
Booster shots for all three 
vaccines are available for 
all adults.

42,559 new
COVID cases
in Illinois

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 
on Friday, Dec. 3, reported 
42,559 new confirmed and 
probable cases of corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) 
in Illinois, including 182 
additional deaths since re-
porting on Nov. 26.

In comparison, IDPH 
reorted a total of new 928 
cases on June 18.

IDPH was reporting a 
total of 1,835,076 cases, 
including 26,535 deaths, in 
102 counties in Illinois.  

As of Thursday night, 
Dec. 2, 2,582 people in 
Illinois were reported to 
be in the hospital with CO-
VID-19.

Of Illinois’ total popu-
lation, approximately 69 
percent had received at least 
one COVID-19 vaccine 
dose and more than 61 per-
cent of Illinois’ total popu-
lation was fully vaccinated, 
according to data from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, CDC.  

All data are provisional 
and will change, IDPH 
reported.

Sheriff issues
activity report

Union County Sheriff 
Dale Foster has released 
a Union County Sheriff’s 
Office activity report for the 
month of November.

Highlights from the re-
port follow:

20 traffic arrests (includ-
ing four for driving under 
the influence). 11 warrants 
served. One search warrant 
served.

17 criminal arrests. Eight 
drug arrests. Eight theft 
reports. Three stolen ve-
hicle reports. Six criminal 
trespass reports.

17 accident reports. 83 
papers served. Six welfare 
checks conducted. One as-
sault report.

Weekly new
COVID-19 cases

reported in Illinois
Dec. 3: 42,559
Nov. 24: 21,034
Nov. 19: 28,280
Nov. 12: 22,600
Nov. 5: 17,462
Oct. 29: 14,616
Oct. 22: 15,131
Oct. 15: 15,669
Oct. 8: 19,244
Oct. 1: 18,735

Sept. 24: 21,787
Sept. 17: 25,956
Sept. 10: 26,062
Sept. 3: 30,319
Aug. 27: 25,636
Aug. 20: 24,682
Aug. 13: 21,334
Aug. 6: 16,742
July 30: 11,682
July 23: 7,983
July 16: 4,449
July 9: 2,945
July 2: 2,120

June 25: 1,744
June 18: 928

Source: Illinois Department of 
Public Health

HB 1975, also known 
as Faith’s Law, was signed 
into law by Gov. JB Pritz-
ker on Friday, Dec. 3, in 
Springfield.  

The legislation adds safe-
guards by expanding the 
definition of grooming in 
the criminal code, increas-
ing resources and protec-
tions for sexual abuse survi-
vors and their families and 
requiring school districts 
to develop a sexual mis-
conduct code of conduct, 
review employment history, 
and increase training for 
educators. 

The legislation closes a 
prior loophole and expands 
protections for students by 
expanding the definition 
of grooming to include 
acts performed in-person, 

through direct communi-
cation or a third party, or 
written communication. 

Under previous law, 
grooming only included 
internet-based communi-
cation. 

The law requires the Il-
linois State Board of Edu-
cation to create a parent 
resource guide.

The guide would serve 
as a centralized source of 
assistance and provide re-
sources available to the par-
ent or guardian of a student 
who is or may be the victim 
of sexual abuse. 

Schools are required to 
notify parents of the guide 
at the start of each school 
year and provide copies to 
parents by request.  

Educators will also re-
ceive training on the physi-
cal and mental health needs 
of students, student safety, 
educator ethics, profes-
sional conducts and other 
topics regarding students’ 
well-being. 

This is designed to help 
teachers and staff identify 
misconduct while being 
aware of how to best sup-
port students. 

School districts are also 
required to develop an 
employee code of profes-
sional conduct policy that 
addresses grooming and 
other forms of sexual mis-
conduct. 

Districts are required 
to post the policy on the 
school’s website and in any 
handbook provided. 

A violation of that policy 
would subject an employee 
to disciplinary action, in-
cluding termination of em-
ployment.  

HB 1975 has various ef-
fective dates.

New law adds safeguards
to protect Illinois students
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Here are some tips to help you outsmart those bah-humbug scammers.

•Online shopping? Pay by credit card. Credit cards give you extra protection for most 
online purchases. And many cards offer benefits, like protection for returns and 
purchases.
• If unauthorized charges pop up on your statement, you’ll be able to dispute those 
charges. Credit card protections can vary, so check with your issuer to understand all 
of your card’s protections. 
• Buy gift cards for gifts, not for payments. Gift cards are a great answer for the 
teenager in your life. But they’re also a scammer’s favorite way to steal your money. 
Anyone who contacts you and demands that you pay them with a gift card, for any reason, 
is always a scammer. Report gift card scams directly with the card issuer, then report 
it to the FTC at ftc.gov/complaint.
• Research charities before you donate. With the generous spirit of the holidays, and 
with year-end fundraising, ’tis the season for donations. Make sure your donation goes 
where you want it to, not into the hands of a scammer.
• If someone calls, asking you to give to a charity, don’t let them rush you into making a 
donation. Instead, research the charity to make sure your donation counts.

Visit ftc.gov/charity to learn more.

Wishing you happy and safe holidays!

Top tips for avoiding scams 
during the holidays.

Now that the holiday shopping season is in full swing, 
scammers are shopping too, looking for people to 

separate from their money.

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999
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Responding to the pandemic

Shawnee Hills Wine Trail receives state recognition
The 2021 Illinois Gover-

nor’s Conference on Travel 
& Tourism kicked off Mon-
day, Dec. 6, at Navy Pier 
in Chicago with an awards 
ceremony honoring tour-
ism leaders’ contribution 
to the industry including 
special recognition for how 
communities responded 
throughout the pandemic.

This year, the new Silver 
Lining Stories initiative 
awards tourism attractions 
and business owners who 
rallied to support their com-
munities and innovated 
under extremely challeng-
ing circumstances as they 
navigated the pandemic. 

Honorees were selected 
by their industry peers 
who voted via the Illinois 
Governor’s Conference on 
Tourism Facebook page.

The Shawnee Hills Wine 
Trail in Southern Illinois, 
including Union County, 
received Silver Lining Sto-
ries recognition. 

“I’m committed to mak-
ing the investments neces-
sary to renew our tourism 
industry and the commu-
nities it supports. We’ve 
deployed over $1 billion in 
relief to over ten thousand 
Illinois businesses in hun-
dreds of cities and towns 
throughout our state,” Gov. 
JB Pritzker said in a news 
release. 

“We’ve provided 7,500 
hospitality grants total-

ling $265 million through 
the Business Interruption 
Grants and Back to Busi-
ness Grants. And we’re 
distributing grants aimed at 
new and returning festivals 
and tourism attractions ev-
erywhere in our state,” the 
governor said.

“Congratulations to the 
small businesses and com-
munity groups who were 
nominated for the Silver 
Lining Stories. Their sto-
ries spotlight the ingenuity, 
resilience and resourceful-
ness we saw in the tourism 
industry and across Illinois 
as folks pivoted to help 
each other and be in service 
to their communities during 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
said Sylvia I. Garcia, act-
ing director of the Illinois 
Department of Commerce 
& Economic Opportunity, 
DCEO.

Silver Lining Stories 
categories include:

Best  Pivot:  Winner, 
Shawnee Hills Wine Trail, 
nominated by Southern-
most Illinois Tourism, 
Business or individual that 
changed their business 
model during one of the 
largest economic, human 
& health pandemics, and 
innovated as a result.

Best Support for Essen-
tial Workers: Winner, Proj-
ect Front Line, nominated 
by Visit McHenry County, 
Organizations, individuals 

or businesses that stepped 
up for essential workers 
and helped make their lives 
better.

Most Engaged Com-
munity Partner: Winner, 
Vine Street Market, farmers 
market at O’Fallon Station, 
nominated by ILLINOI-
South Tourism, Individual, 
business or organization 
that supported their com-
munity in multiple ways 
over a period of time.

Most Innovative Pan-
demic Startup: Winner, 
Takeout 25, nominated 
by Visit Oak Park, Travel/
tourism business that suc-
cessfully launched during 
COVID and created a sus-
tainable business.

“Numerous Challeng-
es”

The following message 
about the Shawnee Hills 
Wine Trail was posted on 
social media and shared by 
state tourism officials:

Formed in 1995, the 

Shawnee Hills Wine Trail 
has over 25 years of expe-
rience sharing their passion 
for wine with guests. 

While the pandemic cre-
ated numerous challenges 
for this organization, their 
creativity and passion for 
sharing their hand-crafted 
wines with visitors would 
not be dulled.

Early in the pandemic, 
when businesses were open 
for curbside service, winer-
ies teamed up for the Grape 
Escape Wine Sale. 

This allowed customers 
to order wines from all 
wineries and pick up at one 
location.

Guest service is a top 
priority for wineries. Face 
to face samplings were 
not able to be done safely 
during the pandemic so 
wineries had to find new 
ways to showcase their 
products. 

Wine Tasting Flights 
were adapted so that guests 

are still able to savor unique 
wines from the region. 

Through a partnership 
with their local alumni 
association, a virtual tast-
ing was held that show-
cased wine trail wines to 
guests from throughout the 
country from California to 
Georgia.

Wine & Food Pairing 
Weekends are a large draw 
for the trail however, this 
would encourage large 
groups, sometimes crowd-
ed in a smaller space. 

Adapting to mitigations, 
wineries operated with 
outside service and created 
the Photo Scavenger Hunt. 

This event encouraged 
guests to visit each winery 
and safely enjoy outside 
experiences at each.

A rising tide lifts all 
boats and these 11 wineries 
showed Southern Illinois 
hospitality and cooperation 
at its finest. 

Working together, the 
Shawnee Hills Wine Trail, 
proved what small busi-
nesses are capable of when 
working together.

Tourism Awards
The Illinois Excellence 

in Tourism Awards were 
also presented to celebrate 
the most innovative tour-
ism marketing initiatives 
from convention and tour-
ism bureaus throughout the 
state, prior to the pandemic. 

“It is an incredible honor 
to be able to recognize our 
tourism partners across the 
state who work tirelessly to 
promote Illinois as a pre-
mier tourist destination,” 
said Karla Flannery, deputy 
director of the Illinois Of-
fice of Tourism.

Travel and tourism pro-
fessionals from around the 
country judged submis-
sions in eight categories, 
ranging from best social 
media marketing to best 
event or festival, with one 
exceptional entry receiving 
best of show.

This year’s Illinois Ex-
cellence in Tourism pro-
gram and Silver Lining 
Stories are presented by the 
Illinois Office of Tourism. 

The Illinois Governor’s 
Conference on Travel & 
Tourism took place in Chi-
cago Dec. 6-8 at the Sable 
Hotel at Navy Pier. 

The conference brought 
together state leaders, 
travel experts and special 
guests to share the latest 
innovative ideas for pro-
moting travel.

The Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Econom-
ic Opportunity, Office of 
Tourism manages industry 
efforts that result in sustain-
able and significant eco-
nomic and quality-of-life 
benefits for Illinois resi-
dents.

Union County Sheriff’s
Office conducting special
projects for holiday season

The Union County Sher-
iff’s Office is conducting 
several special projects to 
help those in need during 
the holiday season.

Food Drive
The sheriff’s office is 

conducting a holiday sea-
son food drive.

The drive started Nov. 
15 and continues through 
Dec. 15.

All donations will go to 
the Shawnee Development 
Council’s food pantry in 
Anna.

Donations of nonperish-
able food items are appre-
ciated.

Donations are being ac-
cepted in the lobby at the 
Union County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

The sheriff’s office is 
located at the Union County 
Courthouse at 309 W. Mar-
ket St. in Jonesboro.

Stuff  the Sheriff ’s 
Truck 

In conjunction with wel-

coming donations of items 
at the sheriff’s office, a 
Stuff the Sheriff’s Truck 
food drive is planned Sat-
urday, Dec. 11.

Community members 
can bring nonperishable 
food items to the Walmart 
store in Anna from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Saturday and 
help to stuff the truck.

All of the items which 
are collected also will go to 
the Shawnee Development 
Council’s food pantry in 
Anna.

Shop with a Deputy
During the evenings of 

Dec. 14 and Dec. 16, the 
sheriff ’s office plans to 
sponsor a holiday season 
Shop with a Deputy event 
for children from Lick 
Creek and Dongola.

Children will be treated 
to dinner at McDonald’s 
in Anna. The children then 
will go Christmas shopping 
at Walmart in Anna with a 
deputy.

Deadline approaching
to help support annual
WIBH coats campaign

A Dec. 10 deadline is 
approaching to help support 
a yearly tradition which 
helps families in need:  
WIBH Radio in Anna’s 
annual New Coats, New 
Hope Campaign to raise 
money to buy new coats for 
children in Southern Illinois 
is underway.

Since 2011, WIBH has 
partnered with local agen-
cies to hold the annual 
New Coats, New Hope 
Campaign. 

Donations raised through 
the effort will buy new win-
ter coats for children ages 3 
to 16 who live in the lower 
45 counties of Illinois.  

The coats are purchased 
through the nonprofit orga-
nization Operation Warm.  
Through the years, over 
2,600 new coats have been 
purchased. The campaign’s 
goal for 2021 is 525 coats. 

Coats will be distributed 
to kids who are affected 
by abuse, neglect, disaster 
and family need through 
the Children’s Medical and 

With arrival of winter,
Shawnee National Forest
seasonal closures slated

With the arrival of win-
ter in December, the U.S. 
Forest Service is announc-
ing seasonal closures that 
will be in effect across the 
Shawnee National Forest in 
Southern Illinois, including 
Union County. The first day 
of winter is Dec. 21.

Seasonal forest road clo-
sures are scheduled to start 
Thursday, today.

A free motor vehicle use 
map is available at Forest 
Service offices in Harris-
burg and Vienna.

The map lists all Forest 
Service roads and exact 
closure dates.  

The map is also available 
online at www.fs.usda.gov/
main/shawnee/maps-pubs.  

Campgrounds that will 
close for the winter season 
starting on Dec. 15 include 
Red Bud Campground (Bell 
Smith Springs), Pine Ridge 
Campground (Pounds Hol-
low), Tower Rock and John-
son Creek Campgrounds.  

Most campgrounds are 
scheduled to reopen on 
March 15, 2022, except for, 
Tower Rock Campground 

Mental Health Resource 
Network, CMMHRN, in 
Anna, Arrowleaf in Vienna 
and all Southern Seven 
Head Start locations.  

No paperwork or proof 
of income is required to 
receive a coat while sup-
plies last. 

Sponsorship of a coat 
is $20, but any monetary 
contribution is appreciated.  

Donations by check or 
money order must be made 
payable to Operation Warm 
and sent to WIBH Radio, 
Attn: Moury Bass, 330 S. 
Main St., Anna, Ill. 62906.  

Donations also can be 
made online at www.oper-
ationwarm.org/wibh. 

For more information, or 
to request a coat for a child 
in need, contact Moury 
Bass at WIBH at 618-697-
0134 or Shawnna Rhine 
at Southern Seven Health 
Department and Head Start 
at 618-634-2297, extension 
9161, or visit the WIBH 
New Coats, New Hope 
Campaign on Facebook. 

which is scheduled to re-
open May 1.  

The Forest Service noted 
that for those who enjoy 
camping in all seasons, Pha-
raoh Campground (Garden 
of the Gods), Camp Cadiz, 
Oak Point Campground 
(Lake Glendale) and Pine 
Hills Campgrounds (in 
Union County) are open 
year-round.

For trail enthusiasts, the 
Forest Service asks every-
one to remember that there 
is a seasonal wilderness 
trail restriction prohibiting 
stock use between Dec. 1 
and March 31 that includes 
the following: Lusk Creek, 
Garden of the Gods and Bay 
Creek Wildernesses.  

The restrictions are nec-
essary to protect wilderness 
resources, the Forest Ser-
vice noted.

The latest information 
can be found by visiting the 
Shawnee National Forest’s 
website at www.fs.usda.
gov/shawnee or on social 
media at www.facebook.
com/shawneenatlforest or 
twitter.com/shawneenf. 

Schools plan
holiday
programs

Union County public 
schools have begun to cel-
ebrate the holiday season 
with annual programs.

Here’s a look at the up-
coming schedule: 

Lick Creek School: 
Thursday, Dec. 16, 6:30 
p.m. 

Anna School District: 
Tuesday, Dec. 14: 1st and 

2nd grade at 6 p.m., 3rd and 
4th grade at 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 16: kin-
dergarten at 6 p.m., junior 
high band/choir at 7 p.m.

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School: 
Monday, Dec. 13, 7 p.m. 

Jonesboro School: a 
prerecorded program will 
be presented online on Fri-
day, Dec. 17.

Cobden School District: 
Cobden classes were plan-
ning to record their own 
programs. Details will be 
sent home with students.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Twitter
@GazetteDemocrat

or online at  
annanews.com

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat 
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Wildcats in action 
at Goreville tourney

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team fin-
ished 1-4 at the Goreville 
Tournament last week.

Johnston City 58, A-J 
55: In a game that had 8 
ties  and 12 lead changes, 
the Wildcats couldn’t hang 
on in the end in the loss in   
double overtime Saturday, 
Dec. 4.

The Indians led 15-14 
after one quarter before 
the Wildcats came on top 
25-22 at the half. A-J led 
34-30 going into the final 
quarter. The game was tied 
43-43 after one overtime 
and 51-51 after the second 
overtime.

Landon Trammel had 18 
points and 2 rebounds to 
lead A-J.

Dylan Harvel added  19 
points and 6 rebounds. 
Dawson Trammel had 5 
points and 3 rebounds. 
Ethan Carver had 5 points 
and 7 rebounds. Bryce 
Henry had 4 points and 7 
rebounds. Laighton Mix-
en had 2 points. Payton 
Denny had 2 points and 2 
rebounds.

A-J was 14 of 33 in shot 
attempts from the field, 8 
of 25 from 3-point range 
and 9 of 15 from the free 
throw line.

Johnston City was 15 of 
38 from the field, 7 of 16 
from 3-point range and 7 of 
19 from the free throw line.

A-J 53, Hardin County 
52: With the game tied and 
3 seconds remaining, Henry 
made 1 of 2 free throws to 
lift A-J to its first win of the  
season Friday, Dec. 3.

Landon Trammel had    
18 points and 3 rebounds 
to lead A-J. Harvel added 
11 points and a rebound. 
Carver had 7 points and 8 
rebounds. 

Henry had 6 points and 
3 rebounds. Dawson Tram-
mel had 5 points and 2 re-
bounds. Mixen and Denny 
had 2 points and 2 rebounds 
apiece. Joey Sullivan had 2 
points and a rebound. 

A-J was 13 of 23 from the 
floor, 7 of 16 from 3-point 
range and 6 of 11 from the 
free throw line. 

The Warriors were 14 
of 29 from the field, 6 of 
14 from the 3-point range 
and 6 of 8 from the charity 
stripe.

Benton 71, A-J 40: A-J 
couldn’t catch up after 
trailing 23-6 at the end of 
the first quarter in the loss 
Thursday, Dec. 2.

Harvel had 15 points 
and 2 rebounds to lead 
A-J. Landon Trammel had 
12 points. Carver had 4 
points and 5 rebounds. 
Dawson Trammel had 4 
points. Drake Hartline had 
3 points and Mixen had 2. 
Henry had 4 rebounds and 
Sullivan one.

A-J was 13 of 20 from the 
field, 4 of 14 from 3-point 
range and 2 of 7 from the 
free throw line.

The Rangers were 22 of 
28 from the floor, 6 of 10 
from 3-point range and 9 of 
16 from the free throw line.

Goreville 58, A-J 42: 
The Blackcats took a lead 
in the first quarter and went 
on to the win Tuesday,  
Nov. 30.

Landon Trammel had 10 
points and 3 rebounds to 
lead A-J.

J.J. Gerardi had 8 points 
and 2 rebounds. Dylan Har-
vel had 7 points and 2 re-
bounds. Carver had 5 points 
and 4 rebounds. Henry had 
5 points and 5 rebounds. 
Evan Hall had 3 points. 
Dawson Trammel had 2 
points and 3 rebounds. 
Denny  had 2 points and 2 
rebounds.

A-J was 8 of 22 from the 
floor, 5 of 10 from 3-point 
range and 11 of 15 from the 
free throw line.

The Blackcats were 15 
of 32 from the field, 6 of 11 
from 3-point range and 10 
of 16 from the free throw 
line.

A-J, 1-5, is scheduled to 
play again Friday, Dec. 10, 
at Nashville.

Arts center hosts successful Reindeer Run

(Editor’s note: the fol-
lowing article was shared 
by Lee Hackney from the 
Anna Arts Center.)

The excitement built 
as the runners and walk-
ers arrived for the annual 
Reindeer 5K Run/Walk on 
Nov. 27 at the Anna Arts 
Center.  

Santa (Kenny Swink) and 
Rudolph (Maddie Robin-
son) greeted the arrivals 
as they registered and in-
vited them to view the 4th 
through high school art 
exhibit while warming up 
for the event. 

There were a total of 81 
people registered for the 
Reindeer 5K. 

Wa n d a  H o n e y  w a s 
thrilled to see the art ex-
hibit: “These students are 
talented and the Christmas 
decorations are certainly 
getting me into the spirit.” 

Wanda Honey and Kim 
Honey registered run-
ners/walkers and gave out 
t-shirts and bib numbers.

Hot chocolate and coffee 
were donated by Kiki’s 
Coffee House.  

Debra Davis offered 
words of encouragement 
as she helped the 5Kers 
get their drinks and snacks.  
Later she cheered the run-
ners/walkers to the finish 
line and gave water, snacks, 
and hot chocolate to the 
finishers.  

Tim Jarvis, the official 
timer from Run to Succeed, 
blasted the horn to start 
the 5K. 

The top three male fin-
ishers were: First place, An-
drew Murrie (40) 18:32.1; 
second place, Treg Har-
ris (51) 19:55.5; and third 
place, Mark Bundren (47) 
21:27.3.  

The top three female 
finishers were: First place, 
Kayden Gilmore (17) 
20:24.1; second place, Kel-
ly Murrie (41) 25:44.3; and 
third place, Raegan Jones 
(13) 25:58.0.  

The most “maturest” par-
ticipant, Brad Borth, 73 
years young, finished in 
34:17.0 and the youngest 

Gathering at starting line
Runners and walkers gathered at the starting line for the Reindeer 5K at the Anna Arts Center on 

Saturday, Nov. 27. Eighty-one people registered for the 5K. Photo provided.

Reindeer 5K winners
Winners in the various age groups for the Reindeer 5K gathered at the Anna Arts Center for a 

photograph with Santa and Rudolph. Photo provided. 
registered participants were 
Jack Bigler (8) 39:24.5 
and Kendall Sweitzer (8) 
54:35.3. 

The very youngest run-
ners were twins, Ella and 
Margaret Bailey (6), who 
decided to follow their 
Mom, Lindsey, around the 
course and they finished the 
5K in 52:39.5.  

Special shout-out to Joe 
Gomez who ran with the 
American flag: he looked 
sharp and encouraged ev-
eryone to show their patri-
otic spirit.

The 5K participants were 
cheered by members of 
the Anna-Jonesboro Ro-
tary Club and Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council Board 
Members on the route as 
they directed the 5Kers and 
stopped the traffic. 

The road guards were 
Chris Clark, Mary Nash-
Swink, Pete Housman, 
Tim Taylor, Susan Prestia, 
Macky Cohen and Tom 
Caldwell. 

Nancy Kucera manned 
the water station at the turn 
around point. 

Dori  Bigler  shared: 
“The  rou te  was  we l l 
marked and it was well 
organized.”  Jessica An-
derson agreed: “The route 
was well marked and the 
road guards were great 
cheering us on to the finish 
line. I will be back next 
year.”

The other 5K participants 
were Dustin Miller (34) 
21:44.7; Blake Abernathy 
(13) 22:52.2; Reese Jones 
(13) 26:00.8; Madeline Pass 
(16) 26:05.0; Darren Bailey 
(36) 26:08.2; Melaina Bun-
dren (11) 26:12.5.

K i n l e y  L e e k  ( 1 2 ) 
26:16.7; Kenzie Miller (14)  
26:24.8; Tilman Dallas (13) 
26:45.7; Morgan Cozart 
(25) 26:49.2; Cody Hubble 
(30) 27:10.2; Patrick Dallas 
(41) 27:29.4.

Jason Leek (38) 28:14.4; 
Hayden  S tap le s  (11 ) 
28:26.2; David Wild (61) 
29:37.2; Angel Stoner (32) 
30:05.1; Jessica Anderson 
(35) 30:07.1.

Nancy Caldwell (58) 
30:28.4; Danielle Dodd (34) 
30:33.2; Kathleen Rumfelt 
(34) 30:36.6; Logan Aber-
nathy (15) 30:46.1; Lauren 
Crow (13) 30:50.3; Aleah 
Box (13) 30:52.9. 

Joe Gomez (55) 31:14.9; 
Gina Bird (44) 31:23.2; 
Teresa Cozart (49) 31:54.3; 
Titus Dover (12) 32:19.7; 
Alexandria Keller (15) 
32:46.7; Julie Maze (47) 
34:08.9.

Beth Dallas (42) 34:44.2; 
Aaron DeMarie (9) 35:28.3; 
Amber Webb (34) 35:28.7; 
Allison Leek (10) 37:05.0; 
Dori Bigler (35) 39:29.7; 
A m a n d a  D i l l o n  ( 4 0 ) 
39:31.5.

Michae l  Gray  (36 ) 
39:58.6; Richard Laster 
(67) 40:05.5; Anton Cas-
telli (33) 40:40.0; Vina 
Castel l i  (36) 40:40.5; 
Susan Rosenberger (51) 
44:27.3; Leslie Treat (46) 
46:25.9.

Deanna  Cruse  (49) 
46:26.8; Lynn Flamm (51) 
48:28.2; Rita Mitchell (57) 
48:29.4; Denise Vance (57) 
48:30.2; Julie Hancock (51) 
49:53.7; Lisa Root (53) 
49:54.3.

K a y l i n  G o i n s  ( 2 6 ) 
49:54.8; Mendy Karnes 
(61) 51:29.3; Cynthia 
Walsh (61) 51:31.3; Lau-
ra Varacalli (61) 51:33.4; 
Bethany Bennett  (36) 
52:03.5; Lindsey Bailey 
(35) 52:39.5; Debbie Stro-
ehlein (67) 54:36.3.

Janna Sweitzer (35) 
55:27.2; Tori Goines (59) 
56:20.1; Carina Lump-
kin (43) 56:32.1; Deloris 
Browning (71) 56:32.6; and 
Donna Skrabutenas (48) 
56:33.7.  

For more information 
about 5K race results go 
to the website: https://run-
tosucceed.com/event-re-
sults/ 

Vina Castelli comment-
ed: “We’ve done the Rein-
deer 5K every year since it 
started. My daughter loves 
to do the fun run.  Hooray 
for the arts center for doing 
this. It is a good way to start 
the day.”

About nine kids en-
joyed chasing Santa and 
Rudolph during the Kid’s 
Fun Run.  Afterwards, the 
kids joined Susan Prestia 
to make free Christmas 
ornaments.  This year’s 
ornament was a candy 
cane reindeer.

The Reindeer 5K started 
the day at the Anna Arts 
Center. 

The Holiday Bazaar 
opened at 9 a.m. with art-
ists, crafters and vendors. 
Sharon Laster shared: “I 
am very happy to be here 
sharing in the Christmas 
cheer. This is a really fun 
day.”

Thank you to the runners/
walkers – without you there 
would be no 5K. 

Thank you to Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council Board 
Members that put these 
events together. 

Thank you to the An-
na-Jonesboro Rotary Club 
for organizing and man-
ning the registration table 
and road guards; KiKi’s 
Coffee House for supply-
ing the hot chocolate and 
coffee; family and friends 
that cheered for the run-
ners/walkers; the artists, 
crafters and vendors; and 
everyone that visited the 
Anna Arts Center. 

Special thank you to 
our sponsors for partner-
ing with the arts center to 
pull this event off: Buffalo 
Bluffs Hemp Farm, Gath-
ering Place, Phillip Mc-
Grath/Edward Jones, Ru-
ral Health Inc., Shawnee 
Hills Real Estate, Anna 
Potter, Fitness Forum, 
Goddard’s Barn & Grill, 
Here & Now Shop, Kiki’s 
Coffee House, Ozbourn 
Chiropractic Clinic, Sweat 
Shop Fitness Center, and 
Union County Chamber 
of Commerce/Economic 
Development. It was a 
fun day. 

Danielle Dodd shared: 
“Had a great time at the 
run and visiting the holi-
day bazaar. I am already 
planning on coming next 
year.”

A-J girls 1-1 in  recent play
The Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School 
girls’ basketball team post-
ed a 1-1 record in recent 
action.

Graves County, Ky., 45, 
A-J 15: The Lady Wildcats 
couldn’t get their offense 
going in the loss on the road 
Saturday, Dec. 4.

A-J fell behind 19-1 at 
the end of one quarter and 
34-2 at the half.

Marlee Smith had 9 
points, an assist and steal 
to lead the Lady Wildcats.

Brodie Denny had 3 re-
bounds. Addison Denny 
had 2 points, 6 rebounds 

and a blocked shot. Jen-
na Sadler had a point, 4 
rebounds, a steal and an 
assist. Macie George had 
2 points and Ruby Yates 
added 1.

A-J 42, Marion 35: Af-
ter the first quarter ended 
in a tie, the Lady Wildcats 
came on in the second 
quarter on their way to 
the win at home Thursday, 
Dec. 2.

Addison Denny had 
19 points, 15 rebounds, 4 
steals, a blocked shot and 
an assist to lead A-J.

Brodie Denny had 10 
points, 2 assists and a steal. 
Smith had 8 points, 4 re-
bounds, 3 steals, an assist 
and a blocked shot. Sadler 
had 5 points and 7 rebounds. 
Yates had 2 steals. George 
had a rebound, steal and a 
blocked shot.

A-J, 5-4 overall, is sched-
uled to play Thursday, to-
day, at home against Car-
terville.

Players earn
postseason
recognition

Union County area ju-
nior high school baseball 
and softball players have 
been named to the 2021 
Southern Illini Conference 
all-conference first team for 
the fall season. 

Softball players from 
Union County who earned 
first-team honors are named 
below, by their school:

Anna: Kansas Craig, Jay-
da Shepard.

Jonesboro: Sadie Cross, 
Jayci Needling, Emma 
Craig, Avery Poole.

Local baseball players 
named to the all-confer-
ence first team included, 
by school:

Anna: Jeffery Campbell, 
Landon Boyd.

Jonesboro: Aidan Mc-
Fadden, Blake Dillow.

Egyptian scores
win over Shawnee

Egyptian built a 21-10 
first quarter lead on its way 
to a 62-46 win over host 
Shawnee in high school 
boys’ basketball Friday, 
Dec. 3.

Xander  Wigley  and 
Dryden Wills led Shaw-
nee with 10 points apiece. 
Ryan Libbert  added 8 
points, Brody Wills 7, 
Kayman Ford 6 and Dustin 
Smith 5.

Shawnee, 0-3, is sched-
uled to play Friday, Dec. 
10, at Dongola.
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Anna Junior High School girls’ basketball team starts strong
The Anna Junior High School girls’ basketball team has started out strong for the 2021-2022 season, 

going 9-1 in recent weeks. The squad features seven 8th graders, including Raelynn Sadler, Kansas 
Craig, Zoe Chen, Alexis Houseman, Addison Bonner, Jayda Shepard and Presley Bierstedt; one 7th 
grader, Olivia Heinrichs; and one 6th grader, Ava Frazier. Anna’s nine victories have come against 
Cobden 44-2, Century 31-22, West Frankfort 32-21, Goreville 45-42, Johnston City 34-13, Unity Point 
47-22, Meridian 46-16, Shawnee 48-9 and Egyptian 56-1. Anna’s lone loss was against Carterville by a 
score of 37-19. Anna came home with second in the conference championship in a tight scoring 33-32 
matchup against Vienna. The Lady Indians had wins against Cobden 51-13 and Jonesboro 37-16 to get 
to the championship game. Photo provided.

Hunters harvested 50,300 deer during 
first weekend of Illinois firearm season

Hunters in Illinois har-
vested a preliminary total 
of 50,300 deer during the 
first weekend of the Illinois 
firearm deer season, which 
was Nov. 19-21. 

The Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es, IDNR, reported that 
comparatively, hunters 
took 47,147 deer during 
the first firearm weekend 
in 2020. 

I l l i no i s ’ s even -day 

firearm deer season was 
scheduled to conclude 
Dec. 2-5. 

Hunters harvested 824 
deer in Union County 
during the first weekend 
of the firearm deer season. 
That compared to a har-
vest of 772 in 2020.

Harvest totals from the 
first weekend of the fire-
arm deer season in other 
area counties included:

Alexander County: 267, 
compared to 257 last year. 
Jackson County: 1,325, 
compared to 1,227. John-
son County: 900, com-
pared to 857.

Massac County: 249, 
compared to 219. Pulaski 
County: 192, compared to 
177. Williamson County: 
1,148, compared to 943.

Other deer hunting op-
portunities in the weeks 
ahead include: 

Muzzleloader-only deer 
season Dec. 10-12. 

La te -win te r  an t l e r-
less-only and Chronic 
Wasting Disease deer sea-

The  Dongo la  H igh 
School boys’ basketball 
team lost three games in 
recent action. 

Joppa 52, Dongola 42: 
The Demons couldn’t hold 
a 17-13 first quarter lead in 
the loss to the host Rangers 
Friday, Dec. 3.

Ryan Johnson scored 15 
points to lead the Demons. 

Cameron Halphen added 
14 points, Blake Herrin 10 
and Charlie Aden 3.

Elverado 71, Dongo-
la 17: The host Falcons 
went on top early and never 
trailed in the win Thursday, 
Dec. 2.

Dongola boys’ basketball
team in recent action

Johnson had 11 points 
to lead Dongola. Herrin 
added 4 points and James 
Shipley 2.

Carrier Mills 71, Don-
gola 28: The Wildcats nev-
er trailed over the visiting 
Demons in the win Tues-
day, Nov. 30.

Halphen had 10 points to 
lead the Demons. Johnson 
added 9 points, Herrin 3 
and Ahman McAllister, 
D.J. Higgins and Shipley 
2 apiece.

Dongola, 0-6, is sched-
uled to play Friday, Dec. 
10, at home against Shaw-
nee.

First Christian Church
of Anna presents
The 1st Annual

Christmas Bazaar
December 18, 2021

Enjoy the food, business vendors, 
and more as you finish up your 

Christmas shopping.
$1 Admission • 12 & under Free

All proceeds donated to Shop With a 
Cop and the Alliance of Churches.

We hope to see you there!
200 Mallard Lane • Anna, IL

52GP1G

FFA visits Lincoln School
The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School Ag Department and 

FFA Chapter paid a visit to the 1st grade classes at Lincoln Elementary 
School in Anna on Tuesday, Nov. 23. Students were treated to a seasonally 
relevant presentation and craft project about the life cycle of pumpkins. The 
presentation was part of Union County Farm Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom 
program. FFA members who participated in the special event included 
Abigail Dahmer, Campbell Belcher, Jace Huckstep, Breckstin Schaefer, Barry 
Johnson, Nathan Hileman, Carmin Smith, Timothy Plott and Jason McAlister. 
Photo provided.

Cobden Village Board
acts on variety of matters

A variety of matters 
were on the agenda at a 
recent regular meeting of 
the Cobden Village Board 
of Trustees.

The village board ap-
proved a proposal to send 
a memorial contribution in 
the amount of $250 to the 
Shriners Hospital for Chil-
dren in honor of Kenneth R. 
Smith, the father of Cobden 
Police Department Officer 
Tim Smith.

It was noted that stu-
dents in the Cobden High 
School CYCA had com-
pleted their project of 
painting benches, pavilion 
poles and kiosks in the 
village. A thank you let-

ter was to be sent to the 
students.

Also at its meeting on 
Nov. 15, the village board:

Approved an engage-
ment letter from Kemper 
CPA Group to perform the 
village’s Fiscal Year 2022 
audit.

Approved renewal of the 
current employee health 
insurance plan with Health 
Alliance.

Renewed an intergovern-
mental agreement with var-
ious Union County agen-
cies for the Hyper-Reach 
Mass Notification System 
for the rate of $309.38.

Engaged the services 
of Clarida & Zeigler En-
gineering Co. to research 
funding for future projects 
the village may require.

Authorized payment of 
$2,000 to the Southern Five 
Regional Planning District 
& Development Commis-
sion for ARPA funds ad-
ministration.

Renewed membership 
with the Union County 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Economic Development.

sons (in select counties 
only) Dec. 30-Jan. 2 and 
Jan.14-16.

Archery deer season 
continues through Jan. 16. 
Archery deer hunting was 
closed Dec. 2-5 in coun-
ties which were open for 
firearm deer season. 

Follow us on 
Facebook

Twitter + 
Instagram

@GazetteDemocrat

or online at  
annanews.com

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat 
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Anna-Jonesboro National Bank
and other participating merchants

join in sponsoring a
cAsh giveAwAy

to encourage you to shop
locally for the holidays.

enter at any participating merchant.

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Now Doing
Farm and

Road Service

Anna Tire &
Auto Center

90 Richview Drive • Anna • 833-2122

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM
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◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

There will be a drawing each Friday afternoon, November 19th, November 26th, December 
3rd and December 10th at Anna-Jonesboro National Bank for a $100.00 winner. The GrAnD 
Prize DrAwinG will be helD FriDAy, December 17Th, For A minimum 
oF $500.00.

Prize winning check(s) will be written to the winners choice of participating merchants (excluding 
banks). Winners will be notified immediately following the drawings. Individuals and their families 
only allowed to win once. All entries, other than previous winners, will be entered in the grand 
prize drawing December 17th.

1002 Public Square
Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546 

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

201 South Main Street 
Anna • 618-833-8506

Visit Us On The Web At:
www.ajnational.com

The winner of the Shop Local draw-
ing on Friday, December 3rd, was 
Leah Glasco. Cara Pind of Anna-
Jonesboro National Bank presented 
the check. Leah chose a $100.00 
certificate from Farmstead Market.

Farmstead
market
"Where Taste

and Quality Meet"
5600 E. Vienna • Anna

Open mon.-sat.
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

603 East Broad St. • Jonesboro • 833-1725
Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 7 Days a Week

Union County
Market

511 E. Vienna Street
Anna, IL

(618) 833-3102

Brad's Collision Works
& Towing LLC

515 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL • 618-614-7411

2627 HC Mathis Dr.
Paducah, KY • 270-933-1874

3049 Irvin Cobb Dr.
Paducah, KY • 270-415-5892

feelinggroovy420.com

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

Shawn McMahan
and

Rodney Henry
521 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-4721

Do your holiday
shopping right here

at home and you
could be a winner.



◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM ◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

enter at any of the participating 
merchants for a chance to win a 

weekly prize of $100.

All prizes awarded as certifi cates 
redeemable at participating businesses

(excluding banks)

Rusty's
Home Center
418 E. Davie Street • Anna, IL

(618) 833-2101

angautomotive.com
109 Transcraft Dr. • Anna

833-8755
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◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

C

Cardinal
Corner

409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064
Your Hometown Store

Celisha Merriman, OD
Paul C. Jacobs, O.D., F.A.C.O.P. 

Trevor Crabtree, OD
Jessie Crabtree, OD

316 S. Main • Anna
(618) 833-3777

300 Leigh Dr. • Anna
833-8592

◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆◆

DEPOSIT AT

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City _________________ Daytime Phone ______________

ENTRY      FORM

SI Builder Supply, LLC
104 W. Chestnut
Anna, IL 62906

618-833-2103



Page 8 - Section A Thursday, December 9, 2021 The Gazette-Democrat

Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email me 
at marthaannwebb@gmail.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans

If you bought a Honor 
Wreath for a Veteran in 
a smaller cemetery than 
Anna or one that was to go 
somewhere else from me, 
Martha Ann Webb, please 
come to our Anna City 
Garage between 9 a.m. and 
noon Thursday, Dec. 16, to 
pick up your wreaths. 

If you can’t come then 
you may also pick up your 
wreath in Anna after our 
ceremony at the Anna Naz-
arene Church. 

If you bought from one 
of the other towns you 
will need to contact them 
on how to pick up your 
wreaths.  

We will go to the cem-
etery to lay the Honor 
Wreaths for Veterans after 
our ceremony at Anna Naz-
arene Church. 

A special thanks to ev-
eryone who bought an Hon-
or Wreath for Veterans. 

Never forget these brave 
men and woman. Always 
teach your children what 
they suffered so we could 
live in the land of the free 
because of the brave.

Pray for our men and 
women in service now. A 
special thanks to everyone 

Beautiful mural at Country Roads Flowers and 
Gifts in Jonesboro done by Isabelle Tehandon.

Curt and Bessie Ellis have returned from a 
vacation to the Smoky Mountains.

By now the news has leaked that it’s “The Night 
Before Christmas” at PAST’s Heritage House and 
the PAST hostesses are running around in their 
“nighties,” “PJs” and caps. Museum hostesses 
Barb Boyd Bauer and Emily Boyd Meyer are longing 
for a long winter’s nap after they greet guests to 
the Heritage House Luncheons.  Em Meyer wears 
her long johns and her happy shoes. The red tied 
sneakers were designed and painted by a friend 
for the apple-loving farm girl Emily. The script says 
“J.J’s Best” and “Boyd’s Apples,” former brand 
names of locally produced fruit.

Raleigh G. Walker, 
U.S. Army, has been 
promoted to the rank 
of sergeant first class. 
He previously served in 
both the Iraq campaign 
and the Afghanistan 
c a m p a i g n ,  a n d  i s 
currently stationed at 
Ansbach, Germany. He’s 
a graduate of Goreville 
H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d 
Shawnee College, the 
son of Mike and Sharon 
Walker.

Congratulations to 
Kevin and Judy Newman 
on their new grandson 
Emery Tyler Nix, born 
Nov. 28, 2021. Emery 
was 5 pounds, 6 ounces. 
His parents are Dallas 
Ann Newman and Casey 
Nix. Their home is in 
Alton.

Anna-Jo Garden Club picture from the past, May 
7, 2002: The late Linda Clutts and Susan Sherwin 
selling plants to Dr. Loomis. A little rain never kept 
the sale from happening. I love Dr. Loomis rain hat. 
He must have been reading The Gazette-Democrat 
that day.

A special thanks to these volunteers. They 
helped lay the Honor Wreaths for Veterans last year 
and plan to help again this year Dec. 18 after our 11 
a.m. ceremony at Anna Nazarene Church.

Weldon and Debra Davis recently returned from the 50th reunion of 
helicopter crew chiefs from HMM 263 stationed Marble Mountain, Viet Nam. 
The reunion was held at Hilton Head, S.C.  Everyone had a great time renewing 
friendships, telling stories of good times and bad. Looking forward to the next 
reunion in August 2022 located in Sparks, Nev.

A Christmas of Poetry and Song Cantata at 
United Methodist Church Anna Sunday morning 
with director of music Carla Anderson playing the 
organ  and Marcy Morris playing the piano.

Shown here at the Dec. 4 reception at the Ella E. 
Hise Museum are Marie Samuel and Janet Bixler 
with Marie’s coal mining entries. Janet is on the 
acquisitions committee for the Hise Museum, and 
she has encouraged LEAA members to submit work 
for the “Celebrate Regional Artists” exhibit. The 
reception date for that show is Feb. 6 from 2 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. and the exhibit runs until March 3, 2022.

Kathy and Randy Wheaton celebrated their 49th 
wedding anniversary Nov. 29.

who bought a wreath.
Anna and Jonesboro will 

join together for their cere-
mony this year Dec. 18 at 
11 a.m. We will be inside 
the Anna Nazarene Church 
this year so we will be out 
of the weather. 

After the service led by 
Phil Ray of Anna we will 
go to the Anna Cemetery 
and Jonesboro will go to the 
Jonesboro Cemetery to lay 
their wreaths. 

A special thanks to all 
who will be helping with 
our ceremony this year and 
who will be helping lay our 
Honor Wreaths for Veterans 
in our cemeteries. 

Cobden will have their 
ceremony in Cobden and 
Alto Pass will have their 
ceremony in Alto Pass. 

Birthday
Monday, Nov. 22, Cathy 

Ziegler got an early start 
on her big day by having 
lunch with her brother, 
Darryl McCoy, at Fazoli’s 
in Carbondale. 

On her actual birthday, 
Nov. 23, Cathy had dinner 
with her sister, Joyce King 
at O’Charley’s in Marion. 
That night she had supper at 
Alongi’s in Du Quoin with 
her sister Corinne Steveson. 

The entire family cel-

ebrated Thanksgiving at 
Joyce and Don’s son’s 
house in Herrin. There were 
26 in attendance. A wonder-
ful meal and good time was 
had by all. This was the first 
time since before COVID 
that the entire family was 
able to gather together.

Hawaii Trip
Hayden Carter and Kevin 

Wright have returned from 
a trip to Hawaii. They vis-
ited a friend for Thanksgiv-
ing Nick Protor. Nick is in 
the Marines and is stationed 
in Hawaii. 

Special Thanks
To Carol Frick and Nor-

ma Eaves for giving me 
credit when they renewed 
their subscription to The 
Gazette-Democrat.

Thanksgiving Trip
Betty Eagle of Anna 

and Robert,  Ryan and 
Erin Gaddis of Carterville 
spent Wednesday night 
and Thanksgiving day with 
Betty’s brother and Robert, 
Ryan and Erin’s uncle, Bill 
Walker and wife Shannon 
of Fort Knox, Ky.

Trip
Judy Newman has been 

visiting her daughter and 
family in Alton.

Congratulations to Dallas 
Ann Newman and Casey 
Nix on the birth of their 
son Emery Tyler Nix born 
Nov. 28, weight 5 pounds, 
6 ounces. Emery was five 
weeks early. Dallas has 
been running a high fever. 
Please keep them in your 
prayers. 

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church 

Over 120 people attend-
ed the Christgiving meal at 
Anna Heights on Sunday, 
Dec. 5. It had been a while 
since they have had a dinner 
there. 

December birthdays: 
8th David Houseman, 9th 
Lillian Duckworth, Clara 
Spurlock, Chris Vick, 11th 
Corbin Barringer, Luci 
Vick, 12th Morgan Pace, 
Maddie Vick, l4th Pam 
Land, Brenna Pribble, 16th 
Elina Chen.

Attendance for Nov. 28: 
8 a.m. worship 74. 10:30 
worship 111. Small group 
Bible study 185. 6 p.m. 
worship 34.

Youth Christmas party is 
Sunday, Dec. 12, 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. in the Youth Room.

AHBC Post Office is 
open.  Bring your Christ-
mas cards for Anna Heights 
family members and drop 
them off in the boxes. Just 
put money in attached box.  
All donated goes to the 
Lottie Moon Christmas of-
fering for foreign missions.

Operation Christmas 
Child for December is small 
toys.

Sunday, Dec. 12, is min-
istry meeting. Need a quo-
rum to vote on the 2022 
budget.

Momma Lou’s still have 
crafts that can be purchased 
with a donation.  All pro-
ceeds go to the Carmi Bap-
tist Children’s Home.

Intercessory prayer min-
istry meets Monday through 
Friday at 8 a.m. in the FLC 
for anyone who would like 
to join others in prayer.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon se-
ries: Genesis the Beginning. 
This week: The Family Tree 
and the Work of God.

Please keep up to date 
with church announce-
ments and Bible study at 
the church web site www.
annaheights.com.

Open House
Rev. and Mrs Tim and 

Myra Gossett  of the United 
Methodist Church in Anna 
had a Christmas open house 
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Television Listings
THURSDAY DECEMBER 9, 2021

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams (5:30) TBA Young Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “Lost World”
(‘97)

(5:25) “Hay wire”
(‘12)

“De scen dants”
(‘11):30 Pre-Game Col lege Foot ball 

(HD)
Young Big City

7 PM Sta tion 19 (HD) Young Thurs day Night
Foot ball Pitts -
burgh Steelers
at Min ne sota Vi -
kings (Live)

The Black list
(HD)

Bang (HD) Chrisley Big City Mu sic Box “Mr.
Sat ur day Night”

aaa “Red
Dragon” (‘02)
Full moon killer.
(HD)

“My Salinger
Year” (‘21) Fan
mail an swers.:30 The United Bang (HD) Chrisley Big City

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

Ghosts Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Amer ica’s Big
Deal

Jessie

:30 B Pos i tive Bang (HD) Jessie Land scaper

9 PM Big Sky “Lit tle
Boxes”

Bull “Snowed In”
(HD)

Or ga nized Crime
(HD)

Bang (HD) Chrisley Big City “The Cam -
paign” Po lit i cal
ri vals.

(:05) “Pri mal
Fear” (‘96) Law -
yer de fends
man.

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 SportsCenter

with Scott (HD)
Bang (HD) Chrisley Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Last O.G. Chrisley Unsittable DESUS &

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Lo cal (:35) To night
(HD)

Young Chrisley Syd ney In se cure The Best (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Amer ica’s Big
Deal

Ra ven (:20) “Adrienne”
(‘21)

“Head hunt ers”
(‘11):30 Night line Corden Late Night Fron tal Ra ven DESUS &

FRIDAY DECEMBER 10, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (HD) Bur gers “Sweet Home”
(‘02)

(5:20) “Movie” “Sur ro gates”
(‘09)

“Bad Words”
(‘14) (R)

“Four Broth ers”
(‘05):30 (:45) NBA Bas -

ket ball (HD)
“San Andreas”
(‘15) Res cue at -
tempt af ter an
earth quake.7 PM Shark Tank (HD) S.W.A.T. (HD) WWE Fri day

Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

The Wall (HD) aaac “The
Blind Side”
(‘09) A fam ily
takes a boy into
their home. (HD)

BUNK’D (:10) “Limbo”
(‘21) A young
Syr ian mu si cian.

aa “Max
Payne” Con spir -
acy case.

aaa “Ricky
Powell: The In -
di vid u al ist”
(‘21)

:30 Unsittable

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC Owl House

:30 (:40) De scen dant
(HD)

“The Book of
Eli” (‘10) A no -
mad and a book.9 PM Blue Bloods

“Firewall”
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:05) NBA Bas -
ket ball (HD)

“Get Hard” (‘15) 
Will Ferrell.
Prison sen tence.

How To “Get Rich or
Die Tryin’”
Drug-dealer’s
rap.

:30 BUNK’D Mu sic Box “Mr.
Sat ur day Night”10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal “Pretty

Woman” (‘90)
Man hires com -
pan ion.

BUNK’D

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Syd ney “Dragged
Across Con -
crete” (R)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams B/R Gam ing

(HD)
Unsittable How To “Django Un -

chained”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Sports Unsittable In se cure

THURSDAY
7:31pm

CBS The United States of Al “Christ mas /
Krismis” Riley de cides to in vite his girl friend to
at tend a fam ily Christ mas party; Art strug gles
to ac cept a par tic u larly ex pen sive sweater that 
he got from Lois. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
TBS The Big Bang The ory “The Pea nut Re -
ac tion” Penny tries to plan a sur prise birth day
party for a re luc tant Leon ard, but she gets
side tracked when Shel don tries to live his fan -
tasy in an elec tron ics store. TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:10pm

HBO Limbo aaa (2021, Drama) Amir
El-Masry, Vikash Bhai. A young Syr ian mu si -
cian sep a rated from his fam ily is stuck on a re -
mote Scot tish is land with his grand fa ther’s
oud from his homeland.

7:50pm
DISN Gabby Duran & The Unsittables A
girl who feels like she’s al ways liv ing in the
shadow of her mother and sis ter lands a job
babysitting an un ruly group of im por tant ex tra -
ter res trial chil dren. TV G (HD)

7:00pm
NBC The Wall “Ja son and Jay” U.S. Navy
vet er ans from Mary land try to cor rectly an swer 
var i ous trivia ques tions in ef forts to win mil -
lions of dol lars. TVPG (HD)

TBS Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole
Christ mas A mean-hearted her mit de scends
into an un sus pect ing town to steal all of the
pres ents from the chil dren, but he ends up
learn ing the true mean ing of Christ mas. TV G
(HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY DECEMBER 11, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

Bang (HD) “The Blind
Side”

(5:20) “Movie” “In de pend ence
Day”

“Point Break”
(‘91)

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 Bang (HD)

7 PM NBA (Live) Rudolph
Red-Nosed

9-1-1 (HD) The Wall (HD) Grinch “The Pro posal”
(‘09) A boss
mar ries to avoid
de por ta tion.

Big City aaa “I, Ro -
bot” (‘04) Ro bot 
may be killer.
(HD)

“Fa tal At trac -
tion” (‘87) Dan -
ger ous af fair.
(HD)

aaa “The
Real Char lie
Chap lin” (‘21):30 NBA Bas ket ball

“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

Grinch Big City

8 PM Frosty 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

Date line NBC “A Christ mas
Story” (‘83) A
boy’s life. (HD)

Big City

:30 Frosty Big City

9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Score board Big City In se cure “De cep tion”
Sex club scan -
dal.

Showtime
Cham pi on ship
Box ing
“12/11/2021"
(Live) (HD)

:30 Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

“The Pro posal”
(‘09) A boss
mar ries to avoid
de por ta tion.

Big City In se cure

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

I Can See Your
Voice

Lo cal Wipeout Owl House “The Ital ian
Job” (‘03) Gang 
stages heists.:30 Sat ur day Night

Live (HD)
Owl House (:49) aa

“Horse men”
(‘09, Drama)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Wipeout Jessie

:30 Jessie

THURSDAY

MONDAY DECEMBER 13, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Mon day Count -
down

Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City (:06) “The
Bourne Su -
prem acy” (‘04,
Ac tion)

“Air heads” (‘94)
(HD)

“Ricky Powell”
(‘21):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM (:15) Mon day
Foot ball Los An -
geles Rams at
Ar i zona Car di -
nals (Live)

Neigh bor. Gordon
Ramsay’s Road
Trip (HD)

The Voice “Live
Fi nale, Part 1"
(HD)

Mon day Foot ball 
Los An geles
Rams at Ar i zona 
Car di nals (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Big City “War Horse”
(‘11, Drama) A
man searches
for his horse.

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 Bob Hearts Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM NCIS “Blown
Away”

Bang (HD) Jessie Land scap ers Bil lions (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Jessie

9 PM NCIS: Hawai’i
“Gaijin”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Amer i can Close Big City “Street Gang:
How We Got”

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Amer i can (:28) Dad Big City (:28) “Argo”
(‘12) Ira nian rev -
o lu tion res cue.
(R)10 PM (:15) Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Mon day (:58) Dad Man (HD) Unsittable Yellowjackets

(HD):30 (:50) Jimmy
Kimmel Live
(HD)

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

(:28) Dad (:33) Man Syd ney (:50) Land scap -
ers11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Bur gers (:03) Man Ra ven VICE (HD)

:30 Corden Late Night NFL Re wind Bur gers (:33) Man Ra ven (:40) Axios “Up in Air” “Scarface”

TUESDAY DECEMBER 14, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

Bang (HD) (4:05) “Movie” Big City “Ju ras sic Park”
(‘93)

“The Proph ecy”
(‘95)

(5:30) “Cusp”
(‘21):30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM The
Bachelorette
(HD)

FBI I Can See Your
Voice

Grand Crew Bang (HD) WWE NXT (HD) Jessie Mur ders “Pri vate Parts”
(‘97) A con tro -
ver sial DJ. (HD)

aaa “The
Real Char lie
Chap lin” (‘21):30 Grand Crew Bang (HD) Jessie

8 PM FBI: Most
Wanted

Gordon Santa’s
home.

The Voice “Live
Fi nale, Part 2"
(HD)

Play off Bang (HD) Jessie Mur ders

:30 Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

Bang (HD) Jessie

9 PM Queens “God’s
Plan”

FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Bang (HD) Chucky (HD) Big City Suc ces sion (HD) (:51) “The
Rocker” (‘08,
Com edy)

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Last O.G. Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Last O.G. Day of the Dead
(HD)

Unsittable (:10) “Chang ing 
Lanes” (‘02)
(HD)

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
with Scott (HD)

Young Syd ney “Red Dragon”
Full moon killer.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Young Law & Or der:

SVU
Ra ven “Last Call” (‘21)

(HD):30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Ra ven Land scaper

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 15, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (HD) Bang (HD) SVU (HD) Big City aac “Haunt -
ing” (‘09)

“Witches East.”
(‘87)

“ATTICA” (‘21)
Prison in jus tice.
(HD):30 (:45) NBA Bas -

ket ball (HD)
Bang (HD) (:21) SVU Big City

7 PM Goldbergs Sur vi vor (HD) The Masked
Singer Com pe ti -
tion fi nals. (HD)

Young Rock Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D Mur ders aa “Raw
Deal” An un der -
cover job.:30 The Won der Kenan Bang (HD) BUNK’D

8 PM Conners Mr. Mayor Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie Land scaper “Four Broth -
ers” (‘05)
Mother mur -
dered. (HD)

:30 Home A Very Bang (HD) Jessie First Look “The Man with
the Iron Fists”
Hunt for gold.9 PM The Chase (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Christ mas (HD) (:05) NBA Bas -

ket ball (HD)
Bang (HD) The Sin ner (HD) Big City In Sea son

:30 Fron tal Big City “Sur ro gates”
Agent seeks
killer.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fron tal Law & Or der:

SVU
Unsittable “Drive An gry”

Es cape from
hell.:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Syd ney (:25) “The
Broth ers
Grimm” (‘05)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Young Law & Or der:

SVU
Ra ven (:20) In Sea son

:30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Young Ra ven DESUS &

SUNDAY
7:00pm

TBS Harry Pot ter: Hogwarts Tour na ment
of Houses “The Wild card Round” Dame
Helen Mirren hosts the wild card matchup as
teams show off their trivia knowl edge of the
“Harry Pot ter” world, and spe cial ce leb rity
guests are fea tured. (HD)

8:00pm
ABC Su per mar ket Sweep “Gin ger bread Is
Not Money For Red heads, Neil!” Host Leslie
Jones cel e brates the hol i day sea son with
shop ping, games and ugly hol i day sweat ers
as teams com pete for the grand prize. (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

FOX Gordon Ramsay’s Road Trip “Eu ro -
pean Va ca tion” Gordon Ramsay and friends
take a jour ney across mul ti ple Eu ro pean coun -
tries to ex pe ri ence the best cu li nary and en ter -
tain ment op por tu ni ties they have to of fer. (HD)

CBS The Neigh bor hood “Wel come to the
Treehouse” Dave en lists Marty to dis creetly
su per vise Cal vin while he builds a treehouse
for Grover; Tina and Gemma face off in a
heated bake-off. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
FOX Gordon Ramsay’s Road Trip “Christ -
mas Va ca tion” Gordon Ramsay, Gino
D’Acampo and Fred Siriex ex pe ri ence in cred i -
ble food, jolly laughs and the Christ mas spirit
while look ing for Santa Claus’ home. (HD)

9:00pm
USA Chucky A lonely teen age boy finds a doll 
at a yard sale and buys him, and his town be -
gins to suf fer a se ries of hor rific mur ders ex -
pos ing everyones’ se crets. TVMA (HD)

TUESDAY

7:30pm
ABC The Won der Years “The Lock In” Dean
learns that Kim got her first kiss at the an nual
church lock-in, so he per suades his friends to
help him pair up with Keisa at the event. (HD)

9:00pm
NBC Kelly Clark son Pres ents: When
Christ mas Co mes Around Kelly Clark son is
joined by friends to cel e brate Christ mas and
en joy per for mances of clas sic and new Christ -
mas tunes from Kelly’s new album. (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY DECEMBER 12, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos Hol i day
gifts.

NFL (Live) 70th Miss Uni -
verse Miss Uni -
verse. (HD)

Foot ball Amer ica
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

“Guard ians
Vol. 2"

Law & Or der:
SVU

Mi rac u lous (5:47) “No
Coun try for Old 
Men” (‘07,
Crime)

(5:11) “Mis ery”
(‘90)

Dex ter: New
Blood:30 60 Min utes (HD) Mi rac u lous

7 PM Ce leb rity Wheel
of

(:20) Sun. Night
Foot ball Chi -
cago Bears at
Green Bay
Pack ers (Live)
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Tour na ment
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Mi rac u lous aac “The
Witches of
Eastwick” (‘87)
(R) (HD)

VICE (HD)

:30 “A Christ mas
Pro posal”
Feign re la tion -
ship.

Mi rac u lous VICE (HD)

8 PM Su per mar ket
Sweep

Cap i tal One
Bowl Ma nia
(Live)

Tour na ment
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Mi rac u lous Suc ces sion (HD) Dex ter: New
Blood:30 Mi rac u lous

9 PM The Rookie (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

“The Amaz ing
Spi der-Man”
(‘12) Young man 
at tains super
pow ers.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie In se cure aaa “The
King of Staten
Is land” (‘20) (R) 
(HD)

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 NCIS: Hawai’i

“Boom”
SportsCenter
(HD)

Jessie Curb Your

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Suc ces sion “All
the Bells Say”

DESUS &

:30 Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Big City Dex ter: New
Blood11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:19) c “Nerds
IV” (‘94):30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Big City In se cure Yellowjack

MONDAY

at their parsonage. Their 
home was beautifully dec-
orated for the Christmas 
season. They also had pre-
pared BBQ and all kinds of 
great snacks for everyone 
to enjoy. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Sunday morning was the 
2nd Sunday of Advent. The 
Advent candle was lit by 
Katie Sullivan. Rev. Tim 
Gossett told the children the 
second candle of Advent 
meant Peace. Prayers were 
said for the many who are 
sick. 

Guests from Vienna were 
Donna Ray and Ruth Sis-
tler. 

The choir did a beautiful 
cantata A Christmas of Po-
etry and Song. 

Sunday afternoon was 
Carols at Candlelight at 
Historic St. Anne’s Church 
featuring Carla Anderson 
director of music at UMCA 
and her band Back Porch 
Company. 

Wednesday the men meet 
at 7 a.m. for Bible study. 
The women meet at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday for Bible study. 
Tai Chi meets at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday after the wom-
en’s Bible study. 

December birthdays: 

3 Carolyn Dammann, 9 
Wanda Dillow, 11 Jonah 
Watkins, 12 Rose Nevels, 
14 Sue Ann Zimmerman, 
16 Olivia Hand, 18 Amber 
Belcher, Muriel Zachary, 
22 Natalie Shasteen, 27 
Boyd LaFoon, 31 Leah 
Goins. 

Anniversaries: Dec. 12 
Don and Elaine Thady and 
Eric and Cassandra Wat-
kins.

Anna First Baptist 
Church

Advent: Time of Ex-
pectation and Preparation. 
Sunday services at Anna 
First Baptist Church began 
with the lighting of the 
Advent candle. 

Interim Pastor Pete Vin-
son spoke on the signifi-
cance of the Advent season 
as a time  of expectation 
and anticipation of the Sav-
ior becoming flesh and 
coming into the world and 
of preparation by receiving 
and embracing the promises 
of God. The true Christmas 
spirit is the Spirit of Christ 
living in us. 

Don Kelley and Jean 
Denny led the congregation 
in worship with O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel and 
Tell Me the Story of Jesus, 
among other songs. 

We  had  some  wi ld 
weather this past weekend 
didn’t we. I feel like we 
have this common theme 
every week in conversa-
tions. I wonder what 2022 
has in store for us? 

Illness has disrupted 
our church plans this past 
weekend. Our holiday feast 
and silent auction were 
cancelled due to the surge, 
once again, of COVID. We 
are suspending all services 
until after the 12th. 

Junior and Lula Belle 
Tripp celebrated 66 years 
of married life this past 
week. Congratulations. 

They have also been 
very busy folks lately. 
They spent Thanksgiv-
ing in Neosho, Mo., at 
their daughter Martha (aka 
Cookie) Goodwin’s home. 
Their son-in-law, Don, 
even came over and picked 
them up and returned them 

home again. 
Afterwards, they and 

other members of the deco-
rating committee decorated 
the inside of our church 
for Christmas. They did an 
amazing job, as usual. It’s 
beautiful. 

In addition, new lights 
were placed on the cross 
in the park across the road 
from the church and new 
American and Christian 
flags were put up on the 
poles. 

We are blessed with 
members that do so very 
much to keep our church 
and the grounds in wonder-
ful condition and in plan-
ning events and services.

We are also blessed with 
a pastor that, while he’s 
certainly had a rough year, 
he continues to glorify our 
God and leads us to put 
our faith in our Heavenly 
Father and not the world. 

The world can never be 
trusted to have our best 
interests in mind. Our Lord 
always knows what’s best 
for us. 

The Village of Mill 
Creek had a monthly board 
meeting on Nov. 29. Sever-
al items were attended to: 
two new board members 
were added, changes in the 
village banking were noted, 
discussion on the proposed 
budget changes were held, 
and the dates and times of 
the board meetings have 
been changed. 

The board plans to meet 
on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 p.m. The 
next meeting is planned 
Dec. 21 at 6 p.m.

I was privileged to help 
out at the PAST Heritage 
House during one of their 
Christmas Luncheons. The 
house is decorated so won-
derfully. If you’ve not at-

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                                                                  By Suzan Harvel

tended or toured the home, 
please make plans to do so. 

It was also a treat to 
work with some wonder-
ful ladies. I made new 
acquaintances too, one of 
whom used to teach my 
nephew. It was nice talking 
to you Alice.

I had to make a quick 
trip into town Sunday and 
noticed our newspaper edi-
tor, with his trusty camera, 
strolling about town. It was 
so gloomy I nearly didn’t 
see him. In fact, the lights 
on the trees and about town 
were starting to come on 
a bit early. Anyway, back 
to Geof... I wonder what 
he found? It’s always a 
pleasure to read his col-
umns and I enjoy the brief 
chats when he drops off 
the newspaper at work on 
Thursdays. Geof reminds 
me a lot of Lewis Grizzard, 
whom I dearly loved to 
read. You just never know 
what’s going to come up…
guess we’ll find out togeth-
er as we read this paper.

Anna VFW
Tuesday, Dec. 7, was 

Pearl Harbor Day 1941. A 
day of remembrance. Let us 
never forget the price paid 
for our freedom. 

Saturday, Dec. 11, Mysti-
fy Music will be at the post 
from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. 

Reservations are being 
taken for the New Year’s 
Eve steak dinner Dec. 31 

at 6 p.m. $15 donation. 
Peggy will be at the post 
New Year’s Eve with her 
star Karaoke from 7 p.m. 
to midnight. 

Red Hat Ladies

Little Egypt Red Hat 
Ladies will meet at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 15, for 
their Christmas dinner at 
Cordavino’s at 310 Ferry 
St. in Metropolis.
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201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

We Carry All Major Tire Brands
And A Full Line Of Mastercraft Tires

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

Union County

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING

CALL FOR FALL SPECIALS!
618-351-1881

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards

Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

We ca
re about your total body health and wellness.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.
618-833-2179

ozbournchiropractic.com

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ALTO PASS

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.
PASTOR - DON COX

Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory from God forever: wrapped in the cloak of justice from God, bear on your head the mitre 
that displays the glory of the eternal name. For God will show all the earth your splendor: you will be named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship.

Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights; look to the east and see your children gathered from the east and the west at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that they are remembered 
by God. Led away on foot by their enemies they left you: but God will bring them back to you borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones.

For God has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges be filled to level ground, that Israel may advance secure in the glory of 
God. The forests and every fragrant kind of tree have overshadowed Israel at God’s command; for God is leading Israel in joy by the light of his glory, with his mercy and justice 
for company. From the Book of the Prophet Baruch

*******
Brothers and sisters: I pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of you, because of your partnership for the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that 

the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus. God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. And 
this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value, so that you may be pure and blameless 
for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. From the Letter to the Philippians

*******
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,  and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 

Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert.
John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 

Isaiah: A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths. Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low. 
The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” From the Gospel of Luke
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruis-
er. Runs, 125K miles, needs 
work. $750.00 obo. Text 
(618)-855-0912.

tfn

For Sale 
real 

eState
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 
3 bedroom, 1 bath home 
on 1 acre, located outside of 
Mounds by the golf course. 
Asking price - $70,000. Call 
or text (618)-306-1565.

tfn

For rent
FOR RENT: 4 bedroom, 
2-story farm house in Villa 
Ridge, Illinois. No inside 
pets. First, last month's rent, 
plus deposit. Call (573)-382-
1307.

42gp tfn
 

Help 
Wanted

The United States Postal 
Service is accepting 

applications for 
 

 RURAL CARRIER 
ASSOCIATE

($19.06 per hour)
for the ANNA IL, and 
CAIRO IL Post Office

Apply online today
  at 

http://www.usps.com/
careers

• Select Apply Now
• Select Illinois for the 

location and type Anna or 
Cairo in keywords.
• Select “RURAL 

CARRIER ASSOCIATE 
(RCA)” for Anna IL or 

Cairo Il.
• Set up your Profile and 

Apply.

• ATTENTION 
CURRENT 

EMPLOYEES:  
Noncareer employees who 

wish to apply must use their 
existing external eCareer pro-
file or create a new external 
profile, apply, and follow 
instructions for testing or 
attaching previous test scores.  

• ATTENTION!  We will 
communicate with you by 
email concerning your appli-
cation, so it is very important 
that you are able to receive 
our messages. Please add the 
following email addresses to 
your contact list right away 
to allow correspondence, 
especially if you use SPAM 
blocking software, use a ya-
hoo account, or use a work or 
military email address!

• ecareerworkflow@
usps.gov

• usps_support@
panpowered.com

• USPSeServices@
geninfo.com

49p-5g

HELP WANTED:  An-
na-Jonesboro CHSD #81 is 
accepting applications for the 
following vacancy:
• Mental Health Counselor 

– (Must have LCSW, 
LPC, LCPC, or other relevant 
qualification with experience 

providing mental health ther-
apy to young adults)

Interested applicants 
should pick up an application 
or print one from our website 
at www.aj81.net and return to 
Anna-Jonesboro CHSD #81, 
Attn: Brett Detering, Princi-
pal, 608 S. Main St., Anna, 
IL 62906. Please contact the 
Principal’s Office at (618) 
833-8502 for more infor-
mation. Applications will be 
taken until position is filled.

50p-52g

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for full and part-time Custodi-
ans for Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin. Apply at 
Main Campus front desk. 
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext. 
3436.

51gpc tfn

HELP WANTED: Full-
Time Fiscal Manager/Sup-
port Services Coordinator 
available at Community 
Mental Health Center.  Must 
have a minimum of a Bach-
elor Degree in finance/ac-
counting/or significant fiscal 
management experience. 
Qualifications: Knowledge 
of general financial principles 
and experience in budget 
development, monitoring/
justification, state and feder-
al grant budget experience.  
Experience with payroll 
processing programs such 
as Specialized Data Systems 
(SDS).  Possess tech-savvi-
ness with Microsoft Office, 
Excel, and other computer 
programs relevant to daily 
fiscal operations, 3-6 years 
of supervisory/team man-
agement, leadership, and col-
laboration experience.  Must 
have excellent organizational 
skills/communication/opera-
tional attention-to-detail.

Pay:  $50,000.00 per 
year or commensurate with 
experience.  Send resume 
and 3 references letters to:  
Assistant Fiscal Manager, 
PO Box 548, Anna IL  62906 
or send an email to uccs@
uccsinc.org EOE.

52-2gp
 

HELP WANTED: Full-time 
Adult Outpatient Counselor/
Therapist available at Com-
munity Mental Health Center.  
Must have a minimum of a 
Bachelor Degree in a social 
services field.  Duties: pro-
vide mental health services 
such as assessment, coun-
seling/therapy, case man-
agement, advocacy to adult 
clients and document services 
in the agency’s electronic 
health records system.  The 
Adult Outpatient Counselor/
Therapist will also participate 
in the agency’s crisis on-call 
rotation.   

P a y :  $ 2 9 , 2 5 0 . 0 0 -
$36,000.00 per year.  Send 
resume and 3 references 
letters to:  Assistant Fiscal 
Manager, PO Box 548, Anna 
IL  62906 or send an email to 
uccs@uccsinc.org EOE.

52-2gp
 

HELP WANTED: Full-time 
and Part-time Shifts Living 
Skills Tech. position avail-
able at Union County Coun-
seling’s residential program.  
Must be 21 years of age, have 
a valid driver’s license and 
auto insurance. Must be able 
to pass multiple background 
checks and drug test.  Duties 
include but are not limited 
to:  some case management, 
teaching clients daily living 
skills, documenting services 
provided in an electronic 
health records system.This 
position also requires appli-
cant to be able to climb stairs.  

Pay:  Hourly, starting at 
-$13.00/hr.  $14.00 after 90 
days.   Send resume and 3 
references letters to:  Assis-
tant Fiscal Manager, PO Box 
548, Anna IL  62906 or send 

an email to info@uccsinc.
org  EOE.

52-2gp 
 

HELP WANTED: Full-
time Child & Adolescent 
Counselor/Therapist avail-
able at Community Mental 
Health Center.  Must have a 
minimum of a Bachelor De-
greein a social services field.  
Duties: provide mental health 
services such as assessment, 
counseling, therapy, case 
management, and advocacy 
to child and adolescent cli-
ents, and document services 
in the agency’s electronic 
health records system.  The 
Child & Adolescent Coun-
selor/Therapist will also 
participate in the agency’s 
crisis on-call rotation.   

Pay :   $29 ,250 .00 -
$36,000.00 per year.  Send 
resume and 3 references 
letters to:  Assistant Fiscal 
Manager, PO Box 548, Anna 
IL  62906 or send an email to 
uccs@uccsinc.org EOE.

52-2gp

HELP WANTED: CUSD#17 
seeks qualified applicants for 
the following positions for the 
2021-2022 school year: Cafe-
teria Worker: 4 hour work day 
and 7 hour work day.  Send 
letter of interest, resume and 
copy of credentials to:

Superintendent 
Edwin Shoemate 

413 North Appleknocker
Cobden, Illinois

62920 
Deadline: Wednesday, 

December 15, 2021.
52gp

HOME CARE: Looking 
for someone dependable to 
work for me in my apartment 
through DHS. Cooking, 
cleaning, and personal care 
for a 59 year old disabled 
male. $15.00 per hour. Call 
Rich, (618)-697-5175. Anna 
area.

52gpc

Yard    
Sale

CHRISTMAS SHOP: 117 
S. Appleknocker, Cobden. 
Weekends - November 6 
through December 18. Sat-
urdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Sundays, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Small trees, wreaths, Dept. 
56. Historical Society, (618)-
893-2865.

46p-1gc

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

GROSS BUSTERS 
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

• House Washing
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning
• Deck Staining
CALL TODAY!
(618)-697-5968

Grossbustersil.com
27p-3gc

BENJAMIN Professional 
Services:

• Underbrush Clearing
• Fence Row Clearing

• Hedge Trimming
• Fallen Tree Removal
For a Free Estimate,
Call (618)-499-9091

50g-1pc

puBlic 
notice
TAX DEED NO. 

19-TX-1(14)
FILED 11-24-21

ROBERT LAWRENCE, 
LINA LAWRENCE, 

FARMER STATE BANK 
OF ALTO PASS, 

ILL DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE, 

UNION COUNTY 
CLERK, 

CACHE LLC, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 

OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED, 

AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS

PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR 

DELINQUENT TAXES

Notice of filing of Petition 
for Tax Deed on the following 
property:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
AND/OR PROPERTY IN-
DEX NUMBER 04-30-02-
668-S30 T11 R1W N PT S 
PT SW NE 70.5'X50' 

ON March 23, 2022, AT 
9 A.M., Petitioner intends to 
make application for TAX 
DEED. Real Estate was sold 
on March 13, 2019 for gen-
eral taxes of 2017. Period of 
Redemption expires March 
13, 2022, at 4 p.m.

Bobby Farmer
51-1gpc

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT

FIRST JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN ILLINOIS

UNION COUNTY

In the Matter of the 
Estate of:

MERLE E. WALKER, 
Deceased

No. 2021-P-47

CLAIM NOTICE

      Notice is given of the 
death of Merle E. Walker.  
Letters of Office were issued 
on November 15, 2021 to 
Marjorie Ann Rendleman, 
1940 State Pond Road, Jones-
boro, IL 62952, Executor, and 
whose attorney of record is 
Arbeiter Law Offices, 1019 
State Street, P.O. Box 367, 
Chester, Illinois 62233.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Union County Courthouse, 
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both 
on or before June 2, 2022, 
or three months from the 
date of mailing or delivery 
of this Notice to creditors, 
whichever is later, and any 
claim not filed on or before 
said date is void.

Within ten days after 
filing of the Claim with the 
Clerk, the claimant shall 
cause a copy of the Claim to 
be mailed or delivered to the 
representatives of the estate 
and to the representative’s 
attorney of record.

Dated: November 15, 
2021

Marjorie Ann Rendleman, 
Executor

   
By: Arbeiter Law Offices 

Attorneys
51-1g

ASSUMED BUSINESS 
NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 2nd day of December, 
2021, under the Assumed 
Name of Young's Landing 
with the place of business 
located at 104 Young Avenue,  
Anna, Illinois 62906, and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Samuel Young
P.O. Box 21

Anna, IL 62906

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

52-2gc 

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL FOR NEW 

COMPACT TRACK 
LOADER 

Request for Proposal 
(RFP) packets are available 
in the Union County Clerk’s 
office and on our website 
at www.unioncountyil.gov.   
Questions regarding speci-
fications may be directed to 
the Highway Engineer, Jeff 
Denny via email at jdenny@
unioncountyil.gov.

Sealed bids should be sub-
mitted to the Union County 
Clerk by 4PM on Monday, 
December 20, 2021 at the 
Union County Courthouse.

The County reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids 
received and to waive or not 

waive any informalities or 
irregularities in bids or bid 
procedures, and to accept or 
further negotiate costs, terms, 
or conditions of any bid deter-
mined by the County to be in 
the best interest of the County. 

Union County Clerk 
309 West Market Street, 

Room 116
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

52gp

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

Ruby Poole,
Plaintiff

and
Brian Henson

Defendant.
No. 2021-OP-27

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

Notice is given you, Brian 
Henson, Defendant, that this 
cause has been commenced 
against you in this Court 
asking for Order of Protection 
and other relief.

Unless you file your re-
sponse or otherwise file your 
appearance in this cause in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk of 
Union County, Courthouse, 
Jonesboro, Illinois, on or 
before the 25th day of Janu-
ary, 2022, at 10:30 a.m. and 
other relief may be granted 
as prayed for by the Plaintiff.

Keri E. Clark
CIRCUIT CLERK

52-2gc
 

illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Profes-
sionals. Call 312-291-9169 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

"Great Gift Idea"
A Gift Subscription to

The Gazette-Democrat
It's a thoughtful and practical gift that
 will be appreciated and remembered

every day. Keep friends and family updated
 on the local events and news from home.

We will send an attractive Gift Card
announcing your thoughtfulness!!

Subscription Rates:

Union County ...............Yr. $40.00
Elsewhere in 629 Zip ...Yr. $42.00
Out of Area ...................Yr. $50.00
Armed Services ............Yr. $36.00
Student (9 Months) ......Yr. $36.00

please fill out this coupon and send it along 
with payment to the address below

q FOR MYSELF, I would like to subscribe to the Gazette Democrat  ______________________________  year(s).

q AS A GIFT, please enter a subscription for   ________________________________________________  year(s).
Also, please send a gift card acknowledging my gift to the person below.
This subscription order is to mailed to:
Name  ________________________________________________________________________________________
Address  ______________________________________________________________________________________
City  __________________________________  State  _______________________  Zip  ______________________
This is a gift from  _______________________________________________________________________________

q Payment enclosed for $  _______________   q Please bill my Visa _______  Mastercard _______ Discover _______
We gladly accept Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express, personal check or cash.
Account # _______________________________________________  Exp. date on card  _______________________
Signature _______________________________________________

Mail to: The Gazette-Democrat, P.O. Box 529, Anna, IL 62906
Offer expires 12/31/2020

Subscribe 
now!

Makes a 
great gift!
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PAST of Union County's

Heritage House 
Museum, Jonesboro
One of the many reasons we are glad to be a part 

of the Union County community.

The Gazette-Democrat
The Talk and Cobden Review  • Serving Union County Since 1849

P.O. Box 529, 112 Lafayette Street, Anna, Illinois 62906
Phone: 618-833-2158          Fax: 618-833-5813  

email: news@annanews.com          annanews.com
facebook/gazettedemocrat          twitter@gazettedemocrat

85th birthday celebrated
Art Pender celebrated his 85th birthday on Nov. 30 with his children, 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren. The celebration was Nov. 27 at 
Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church. The celebration included a buffet dinner and 
plenty of love to go around. Photo provided.
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New Rural Health Goreville clinic
projected to open in September 2022

Construction is under-
way for a new Rural Health 
Inc. clinic in Goreville.

The new clinic will fea-
ture more space (14,000 
square feet) and provide 
traditional services, (fam-
ily medicine, behavioral 
health), along with new 
healthcare opportunities to 
the Goreville community 
and Johnson County, such 
as general dentistry and 
other specialties. 

The new building will re-
place the current Goreville 
clinic, which is located at 
400 S. Broadway St. 

This comes after last 
year’s restoration project 
at Rural Health’s Vienna 
clinic. 

“Our organization wants 
Johnson County to know 
that we are here, we are 
growing, expanding, all 
for the benefit of the area 
residents,” Rural Health 
Inc. community outreach 
coordinator Chase Hileman 
said in a news release.

“We’re grateful to be 
able to keep providing our 
traditional services, but also 
very excited to provide the 
county with new opportu-
nities.” 

Hileman adds that Rural 
Health Inc. has a service for 
just about every member of 
the family and for the entire 
Johnson County region as 
a whole. 

The project is privately 
funded through the orga-
nization, with a projected 
opening date of Sept. 1, 
2022.

Rural Health Inc. is a 
private, not-for-profit or-
ganization which provides 
medical, OB-GYN, dental 
and behavioral health care 

to residents of the area. 
Locations include Anna, 

Dongola, Vienna, Goreville 
and Metropolis. 

Rural Health Inc.’s five 
clinical sites are a member 
of the National Health Ser-
vice Corps.

Olmsted plans to host
Christmas in Village

Once again this year, 
downtown Olmsted will 
come alive during the 
Christmas season.

Everyone is invited 
to follow the Christmas 
lights from Highway 37 
into Olmsted and join in 
the spirit of Christmas 
with their friends and 
neighbors.

Christmas in the Vil-
lage activities in Olmsted 
are planned Saturday, 
Dec. 11, starting at 4 p.m.

At 4:45 p.m., the Cen-
tury High School band 
and choir are scheduled 
to perform in downtown 

Olmsted.
A lighted “Kiddie’s 

Parade” is scheduled to 
start at 5:30 p.m. Lineup 
is at 5 p.m. For more 
information about the 
parade, or to register an 
entry, call Shavona at 
618-306-0089.

A Christmas Parade 
of Lights is scheduled 
to begin at 6 p.m. The 
parade will feature local 
bands, floats, ATVs and 
fire trucks.

Parade participants will 
start lining up at 5:30 
p.m. All entries must be 
lighted.

Two fall commencement
ceremonies planned at SIU

The academic achieve-
ments of 1,400 Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale students and recent 
graduates will be celebrated 
at fall 2021 commencement 
exercises which are sched-
uled Dec. 11.

Commercement ceremo-
nies will take place at the 
Banterra Center on the SIU 
campus.

In an effort to keep grad-
uates and their guests safe, 
two separate ceremonies, 
broken down by colleges 
and schools, are planned. 
Ceremonies are scheduled 
at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

The ceremonies will be 
compliant with the Restore 
Illinois Plan. 

The university is com-
mitted to protecting the 
community, so all graduates 
and their guests must follow 
current campus and state 
pandemic safety protocols 
and wear masks in shared 
indoor spaces.

As of late last week, there 
were no limits to guests. All 
seating will be available on 
a first-come, first-serve ba-
sis, with no ticket required.

As of Nov. 29, there 
were 947 candidates for 
degrees for the fall 2021 
semester, including 654 
for bachelor’s degrees, 221 
for master’s degrees, 57 for 
doctoral degrees, six for 
law degrees and nine for 
associate degrees. 

In addition to those stu-
dents, graduates from the 
summer 2021 in August are 
invited to participate in the 
ceremonies.

The fall commencement 
schedule for December 
2021 graduates is:

11 a.m. Ceremony
College of Agricultural, 

Life, and Physical Scienc-
es. College of Business 
and Analytics. College of 
Engineering, Computing, 
Technology, and Mathemat-
ics. School of Law. School 
of Medicine. 

2 p.m. Ceremony 
College of Arts and Me-

dia. College of Health and 
Human Sciences. College 
of Liberal Arts. School of 
Education. 

More information about 
the ceremonies can be 
found online at commence-
ment.siu.edu. 

The ceremony will be 
livestreamed and by click-
ing on the “Watch Live” 
button on the commence-
ment website.

The university noted that 
this is the first time since 
fall 2019 that commence-
ment ceremonies are being 
held indoors. 

The university held a 
virtual commencement in 
December 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

In-person ceremonies 
were held outdoors at Sa-
luki Stadium in May 2021.

Due to safety reasons, 
organizers ask that no 
candy be thrown from the 
parade units. 

There is still time to 
register an entry in the 
parade. To register and for 
more information about 
where to line up, call 
Betsy at 618-742-6487.

Santa plans to be at 
city hall after the parade. 
Children will be able to 
have their pictures taken 
with Santa.

The Olmsted Historical 
Society plans to be selling 
its Dam 53 Dawgs, along 
with chili, soda and water.

The Friends of the Ol-
msted Library plan to 
serve hot cocoa and cook-
ies at city hall.

$94 million awarded to improve
public airports throughout Illinois

The Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation 
and Gov. JB Pritzker on 
Wednesday, Dec. 1, an-
nounced $94 million has 
been awarded to improve 
public airports throughout 
the state through the bi-
partisan Rebuild Illinois 
capital program. 

The $94 million un-
locks $11.5 million in 
local contributions for a 
total investment of $105 
million. 

The funding represents 
the largest statewide cap-
ital investment program 
for airports in state histo-
ry, highlighting the gov-
ernor ’s ongoing com-
mitment to the role of 
aviation in the Illinois 
economy.

The 96 projects selected 
for funding will help meet 
the needs of airports large 
and small in both urban 
and rural communities. 

Projects will include 
planning, construction, 
reconstruction, develop-
ment and improvement of 
public airports to increase 
safety and efficiency. 

C o m m u n i t i e s  a l s o 
will  benefit  from in-
creased aviation access, 
good-paying jobs during 
construction and long-
term opportunities for 
workforce expansion.

Among the projects 
in the Southern Illinois 
area which are receiving 
funding, along with local 
contributions, are the fol-
lowing:

Cairo Regional Airport, 
Cairo. Acquire airport 
snow removal equipment/
mowing tractor. Estimat-
ed cost (programmed) 
$80,000. State funding 
$72,000. Local funding 
$8,000.

Cairo Regional Air-
port .  Replace airport 
lighting. Estimated cost 
(programmed) $263,370. 
State funding $237,033. 
Local funding $26,337.

Southern Illinois Air-
port, Carbondale/Mur-
physboro. Relocate Fox 
Farm Road. Estimat-
ed cost (programmed) 
$280,000. State funding 
$252,000. Local funding 
$28,000.

Southern Illinois Air-
port. Expand southeast 
aircraft parking apron. 
Est imated cost  (pro-
grammed)  $835,000. 
State funding $751,500. 
Local funding $83,500.

Veterans Airport of 
Southern Illinois, Mar-
ion. Rehabilitate east 
airport access road and 
sidewalk. Estimated cost 
(programmed) $369,093. 
State funding $332,183. 
Local funding $36,910.

Veterans Airport of 
Southern Illinois. Extend 
fixed base operator ac-
cess road. Estimated cost 
(programmed) $805,852. 
State funding $725,266. 
Local funding $80,586.

Mount Vernon Airport, 
Mount Vernon. Rehabil-
itate automobile parking 
lot, entrance road and air-
craft apron access points. 
Est imated cost  (pro-
grammed) $1.02 million. 
State funding $918,000. 
Local funding $102,000.

P i n c k n e y v i l l e - D u 
Quoin Airport, Pinck-
neyville. Acquire snow 
removal equipment. Esti-
mated cost (programmed) 
$100,000. State funding 
$90,000. Local funding 
$10,000.

Sparta Community Air-
port-Hunter Field, Sparta. 
Rehabilitate auto park-

ing lot, improve airport 
drainage, install securi-
ty fence. Estimated cost 
(programmed) $500,000. 
State funding $450,000. 
Local funding $50,000.

“Illinois is the trans-
portation hub of North 
America, with aviation a 
crucial part of the multi-
modal system that makes 
it hum. By moving cargo, 
transporting passengers, 
providing critical gen-
eral aviation services, 
and generating economic 
growth, aviation is what 
makes Illinois,” Illinois 
Department of Transpor-
tation Secretary Omer 
Osman said.

Passed in 2019, Rebuild 
Illinois is investing a total 
of $33.2 billion over six 
years into the state’s aging 
transportation system, 
creating jobs and promot-
ing economic growth. 

Rebuild Illinois is not 
only the largest capital 
program in state histo-
ry, but also the first one 
that touches all modes 
of transportation: roads 
and bridges, transit, wa-
terways, freight and pas-
senger rail, aviation, and 
bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations.

A total of $150 million 
of state bonds is identified 
in Rebuild Illinois for the 
state’s airports.

The Illinois aviation 
system is one of the larg-
est in the nation, made up 
of more than 850 individ-
ual landing facilities. 

Illinois is home to ev-
erything from O’Hare 
International Airport to 
municipal airports and 
private grass strips, which 
contribute more than $95 
billion annually to the 
state’s economy.
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Obituaries

Eugene King
Eugene King, 84, of Jonesboro, died Saturday, Dec. 4, 

at Union County Hospital in Anna.
Funeral arrangements were pending 

at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro.

Phyliss Alesia Wilson
Phyliss Alesia Wilson, 68, 

of Wolf Lake, died Saturday, 
Dec. 4, 2021, at Memorial 
Hospital in Carbondale. 

She was born on March 17, 
1953, in Anna, the daughter 
of Walter Cletus and Martha 
Irene Treece Palmer. 

She married John Wilson 
on Dec. 30, 1995, in Wolf 
Lake.

She is survived by her 
husband, John Wilson of Wolf Lake; children April (Joe) 
Liefer of Herrin, Chad Alan Ballance of Jackson, Mo., 
Dustin Patrick Myers of Kansas City, Mo., and Brittany 
Marie Myers of Wolf Lake; stepdaughter, Amanda (Scott) 
Galante of Casselberry, Fla.; fi ve grandchildren, Gracie 
and Shelbie Ballance, Ava Maria, Grayson and Braxton 
Liefer; two sisters, Audrey Palmer of Goreville and Betsy 
(Sam) Hess of Cobden; a brother, Cletus Palmer of Anna; 
many other relatives and friends. She also leaves a fur 
baby, Happy. She was preceded in death by her parents. 

She enjoyed working outdoors and spending time with 
her children, grandchildren and numerous pets she has 
had over the years.

Graveside funeral services were at noon Tuesday, Dec. 
7, at the Jonesboro Cemetery, with Bill Littrell offi ciating. 
Interment immediately followed. 

Memorials can be made to PAWS.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Always By Your Side. Always By Your Side.

Recognized for
Extraordinary Patient Safety
Always By Your Side. 

Southeast Hospital has once again been awarded an ‘A’ in the fall 2021 Leapfrog 
Hospital Safety Grade, a national distinction recognizing the organization’s 
achievements in protecting patients from harm and providing safer healthcare.

SEhealth.org

Public Record
from the fi les at the 
Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro

Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded 
at the Union County clerk’s 
offi ce in Jonesboro:

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
O m a  D i a n e  H u d g i n s , 
Daphene Raye Huffman, 
Darryl Leon McRaven, Donald 
Wayne McRaven, Donna 
Bernice McRaven. Grantee: 
Gregory J. Giddings, Sherri 
S. Glovinsky. Tract Section 
21 Township 13S Range 2W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Jerry Lynn Tripp, Jerry W. 
Tripp, Tristan W. Tripp. 
Grantee: Jerry Lynn Tripp. 
Subdiv ison Name: A.J. 
Menees Addition. Lots 9, 11.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jerry Lynn Tripp. Grantee: 
Anthony Stein. Subdivision 
Name: A.J. Menees Addition. 
Lot 11.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Beverly J. Bolanowski, Robert 
D. Bolanowski. Grantee: 
Adam Eligah Haney, Erin 
Elaine Haney. Tract Section 
9 Township 13S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Terri Sullivan. Grantee: Kelly 
Curlee-Horn. Tract Section 
19 Township 12S Range 1W. 
Section 26 Township 11S 
Range 2W. Tract Section 10 
Township 11S Range 2W. 
Subdivision Name: Village 
of Alto Pass. Block 9. Lots 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15. Original Plat of Alto 
Pass. Block 13. Lots 7, 8, 9. 
Abernathys Add. of Alto Pass. 
Block A. Lots 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, Abernathys Add. of Alto 
Pass. Block B. Lot 1.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Kelly Curlee-Horn. Grantee: 
Havisham House Property 

LLC. Subdivision Name: 
Village of Alto Pass. Block 9. 
Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Deborah A. Mattheis. Grantee: 
Mark E. Mattheis, Melanie 
Ann Mattheis. Tract Section 
19 Township 12S Range 1W. 
Subdivision Name: Orchard 
Drive 2nd Add. Lot 201.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Cleta Evelyn Trexler, Roy 
L. Trexler. Grantee: Teresa 
Althoff. Subdivision Name: 
Meisenheimer Cemetery. 
Block 6. Lot 40.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Damon Ray. Grantee: City 
of Anna. Tract Section 19 
Township 12 Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Gene W. Dillow, Kathern 
Dillow. Grantee: Jeffrey S. 
Stiening, Shannon Marie 
Stiening. Tract Section 24 
Township 13S Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Travis Ford. Grantee: Jeffrey 
A. Hamilton. Tract Section 13 
Township 13S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jorge L.  Costa,  Penny 
K. Costa. Grantee: Hilda 
Hernandez Anbrosio. Tract 
Section 18 Township 12S 
Range 1W. Subdivision 
Name: Crowel l  Heights 
Subdivision. Block D. Lots 
1, 2, 3, 4.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jeannie Marie Dillow, Patty 
Dillow. Grantee: Langley 
Smith. Tract Section 21 
Township 13S Range 1W. 

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Mildred L. Smith. Grantee: 
Langley Smith. Tract Section 
7 Township 13S Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Julio Baltazar Hernandez, 

Apolinaria Aragon Quintas. 
Grantee: Amalia Amezquita. 
Subdivision Name: Thomas 
J. Greens Sub. of Anna. Lot 
8. W.H. Simpsons 1st Add. of 
Anna. Lot 25. 

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
C h a m p i o n  M o r t g a g e 
C o m p a n y,  N a t i o n s t a r 
Mortgage LLC. Grantee: 
HB2 Alternative Holdings 
LLC.  Tract  Sect ion 25 
Township 13S Range 1W. 
Section 25 Township 13S 
Range 1W. Subdivision 
Name: Leavenworth Add. of 
Dongola. Lot 71.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Chr is topher  R.  Ragan. 
Gran tee :  Ja rek  Tre la , 
Madison Trela. Tract Section 
33 Township 12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Tristate Motors Inc. Grantee: 
HW Anna Properties Inc. 
Tract Section 21 Township 
12S Range 1W.

Traffi c Citations
The fol lowing people 

were cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
the accompanying fi nes and 
court costs as recorded at the 
Union County circuit clerk’s 
offi ce:

Katina M. Miller Grenfell-
Miller, Anna, unlicensed, 
$255. Rondale Lajuan Mack, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., driving 21-25 
mph above limit, $255. 

Deangelo M. Macklin, 
Carbondale, driving 21-
25 mph above limit, $255. 
German Francisco Vazquez-
Zuniga, Tijuana, Mexico, 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164.

Marr ina C.  Hi leman, 
Jonesboro, fail to reduce 
speed, $164. Melissa K. Tripp, 
Goreville, driving 21-25 mph 
above limit, $164.

Natasha D. Cosenza, 
Dongola, driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $164. Juan J. 
Romero, Cobden, operate 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
$731.

Clarence L. Lang Jr., Anna, 
transport/carry alcoholic 
liquor/driver, $164. Hannah 
M. Aldridge, O’Fallon, Mo., 
driving 21-25 mph above 
limit, $164. 

Cyrus  G.  Go lshahr, 
Carbondale, driving 15-
20 mph above limit, $164. 

Howard L. Davis Jr., Chicago, 
driving 11-14 mph above limit, 
$255. 

A u b r e y  N .  W a d e , 
Advance, Mo., electronic 
communication device, $164. 
Ashley M. Massey, Anna, 
seat belt required/passenger, 
$164. 

Bridget L. Beggs, Dongola, 
fail to reduce speed, $164. 
K e a t o n  R .  S o w i n s k i , 
Carterville, driving 11-14 mph 
above limit, $164. Trekila 
E. Whitfield, Murphysboro, 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164.

Elon E. Harper, Carbon-
dale, driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $164. Joseph W. 
Simmons, Chicago, driving 
on suspended license, $980.

Joseph W. Livingston, 
Goreville, seat belt required/
driver, $255. Curtis E. Davis, 
Forrest City, Ark., driving 21-
25 mph above limit, $164.

J a c k  W.  W i s e m a n , 
Shumway, driving 21-25 mph 
above limit, $164. George W. 
Yates, Marion, driving 15-20 
mph above limit, $255.

Kirk W. Kirby, Goreville, 
operate uninsured motor 
vehicle, $731. Brenda A. 
Ambrocio, Cobden, operate 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
$731. 

Eli J. Hoover, Smithton, 
driving 21-25 mph above 
limit, $255. Adam D. Steglich, 
Murphysboro, fail to reduce 
speed, $255. 

D r e w  C .  B l e v i n s , 
Murphysboro, seat belt 
required/driver, $255. Kirk 
M. Randles, Anna, seat belt 
required/driver, $255. 

Zachary E. Justice, Anna, 
driving 15-20 mph above limit, 
$164. Sidney A. Logwood II, 
Carbondale, driving 15-20 
mph above limit, $255. 

Levi A. Lence, Anna, seat 
belt required/driver, $255. 
Dalton L. Fox, Fithian, driving 
21-25 mph above limit, $255. 

Keith J. Johnson, Jones-
boro, seat belt required/driver, 
$164. Trenton M. Prout, Anna, 
driving 21-25 mph above limit, 
$164. 

Luke M. Shackleford, 
Harrisburg, driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $164. Taylor A. 
Tellor, Jonesboro, fail to obey 
yield sign, $164.

On Sunday, Dec. 5, Pas-
tor Perry Williams spoke 
during both services.

The message during the 
morning service was titled 
“Christmas with Paul (the 
Apostle).” The message 
was based on scripture from 
Galatians. 

Music director Dee Rose 
led the worship. Debbie 
York was the pianist. Dee 
Rose presented a solo, 
“Lord I Need You.”

Men’s Bible study was 
planned Monday night. 

The adult group, Liv-
ing Longer and Loving It, 
planned to have a meeting 
and a potluck meal on Tues-
day, Dec. 7.

A monthly business 
meet ing  was  p lanned 
Wednesday night, Dec. 8, 
following Bible study.

A Women on Mission 
meeting is planned at 9:30 
a.m. Thursday, today.

The church’s annual 
Gift to the Community  is 
planned Friday and Satur-
day, Dec. 10-11. The pro-
gram will start with a meal 
at 5:30 p.m., followed by a 
concert.

Birthdays: Samantha 
Charles, Dec. 6; Joseph 
Todd Hancock, Dec. 10; 
Lee Massey, Dec. 12. 

Currently, the regular 
schedule for worship at 
Jonesboro First Baptist 
Church includes Sunday 
School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and 
Sunday evening worship 
at 6 p.m. 

The Dig-In children’s 
program and youth group 
meetings are planned from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
days.

Prayer and Bible study 
are scheduled at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday. 

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

Rev. Thompson’s sermon 
on the second Sunday of 
Advent was titled “Prepare 
the Way of the Lord,” with 
scripture from Malachi and 
the Gospel of Luke.

The message shared 
that “even before his birth, 
God was guiding John the 
Baptist’ life. God would 
use him to urge persons to 
prepare for the coming of 
Christ to Earth. His mes-
sage was simple: Prepare.   

“John’s focus was not on 
the cleanliness of the fl esh/
body, but rather preparing 
the heart and cleansing the 
soul in preparation for the 
judgment with the second 
coming of Christ. 

“His message ‘Repent…
the kingdom of Heaven is 
near’ was not a threat but 
rather a reminder that we 
need Jesus, and an invita-
tion for Christ to be born 
anew in our heart.” 

Rachel, Addi and Rae-
lynn Bonner were the Ad-
vent readers and lit the 
second Advent candle rep-

resenting Peace.
Addi Bonner and Rodney 

Miller took up the offering.  
Rodney Miller is Camp 

Ground Church’s head el-
der for December.

Camp Ground Church in-
vites everyone to join with 
them in worship during this 
special season, this time of 
preparing hearts to cele-
brate the birth of the Savior.  

Bible study begins at 
9:30 a.m., worship at 10:30 
a.m. Those who would like 
to join in worship via Zoom 
can leave a message on the 
church phone with their 
email address or cell phone 
number.

Those having birthdays 
this week are Reed Crane 
Tuesday, the 7th, and Mi-
chaela Boaz on the 12th.

The church prays for a 
speedy recovery to those 
of the congregation, and 
others, who are dealing 
with a stomach virus and 
other sicknesses that are so 
prevalent in the community 
right now.

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

A Sunday morning wor-
ship service was held Dec. 5 
in the church and on Zoom. 

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Wright and the worship 
team.

The morning message  
by Pastor Wright was titled 
“A God of Hope Offers 
Peace.” Scripture was from 
Romans, Corinthians and 
Colossians.

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and 
on the church’s Facebook 
page.

The children and teens 
of the church each received 
a special Advent calendar 
filled with chocolate to 
count down the days until 
Christmas.

A Thanksgiving/Christ-
mas potluck was held fol-
lowing the morning wor-
ship service.

Winners of  an ugly 
sweater contest were an-
nounced. Gifts were pre-
sented to them.

The winners included: 
Liz Hammer, most creative; 
Ed Grisham, funniest; Jessi-
ca Elkins, ugliest; Cameron 
and Cooper Moore, cutest; 
Marshall and Yvonne Ram-
age, best couple. 

Lottie Smith, Lea Wright, 
Madison Schnaare and Lil-
ly Hancock shared a partic-

ipation gift.
Breakfast will be served 

at 9 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 12.
Adult and children’s Sun-

day School is planned at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 12.

A morning worship ser-
vice is planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 12. The 
Redeemsmen will be min-
istering in song.

Quizzing is planned at 5 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12.

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on Dec. 15 in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom, with the 
youth group meeting and 
children’s Bible quizzing 
in the fellowship hall. The 
pastor can be texted prior to 
the meeting for the Zoom 
password. 

A grocery giveaway is 
planned from 10 a.m. until 
noon on Dec. 18 at the fel-
lowship hall.

An Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans ceremony is 
planned at 11 a.m. Dec. 18 
in the church.

The ceremony will fea-
ture a VFW honor guard 
posting and retrieving the 
colors, the Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
choir, Boy Scout Troop 44 
leading the Pledge of Alle-
giance and guest speaker 
Phil Ray. Following the 
ceremony, wreaths can be 

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
placed at the cemetery on 
the graves of veterans.

Breakfast will be served 
at 9 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 19.

Adult and children’s Sun-
day School is planned at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 19.

A morning worship ser-
vice is planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 19, with 

special music provided by 
the children of the church.

Quizzing is planned at 5 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19.

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church 
offi ce at 833-6702 and leav-
ing a  message if necessary 
or by calling Pastor Wright 
at 618-534-7103.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Extension seeks feedback
about nature programs

You encounter nature every day. University of Illinois 
Extension want to learn more about your experiences in 
nature in Union, Alexander, Johnson, Massac and Pulaski 
counties. 

University of Illinois Extension shared a few highlights 
of the work it does in the five counties, which include:

Two food donation gardens in Cairo and Metropolis, 
which grew 1,000 pounds of food for local food pantries 
this year.

Training volunteers to teach others about the power of 
gardening and stewarding our environment. 

“I live in Johnson County with my family, and I help 
residents of Southernmost Illinois of all ages connect to 
nature in their backyards, parks and natural areas. But I 
need your help to know what programs to offer next,” 
Extension educator Erin Garrett said.

In a short questionnaire, University of Illinois Exten-
sion is seeking feedback from the community about how 
people spend time in nature and what they would like to 
learn about.

Visit go.illinois.edu/AJMPUnature2 to take a five-
minute survey. 

University of Illinois Extension values the opinion of 
those in the community and will use the information to 
bring free educational opportunities to those living in the 
five area counties. 

Those who enter their  response by the end of 2021 will 
be entered to win one of two University of Illinois Exten-
sion swag bags, including a hat, water bottle, canvas bag, 
rain gauge and more.

Those who have suggestions they would like to make 
also can contact Erin Garrett at 618-524-2270.

Cue the song...you can find it on YouTube...or wherever 
you happen to listen to the music of your choice for the 
moment. “It’s the End of the World as We Know It” by 
REM.

It has to be the end of the world as we know it. Last 
week, we had record high temperatures for early Decem-
ber. Near 80 degrees in Poplar Bluff over in the Show 
Me State on the second day of the last month of the year 
of our lord 2021.

Half a world away, there was a blizzard warning issued 
for Hawaii. Well, parts of Hawaii. The parts of Hawaii that 
are way up high, as in the “Big Island summits.” One of 
those summits is Maua Kea, which has an elevation of 
13,803 feet, which is pretty high into the sky.

Anyway, the National Weather Service office in Hono-
lulu issued a blizzard warning which was in effect from 6 
p.m. last Friday evening until 6 a.m. Sunday.

“Blizzard conditions expected. Total snow accumula-
tions of up to 12 inches or more. Winds gusting over 100 
mph.” And, in a bit of an understatement, the weather 
service advised that “Travel could be very difficult to 
impossible.” 

And it was near 80 degrees last week in our little corner 
of the world...

Meanwhile (as always, with apologies to Mr. Colbert)...  
Just finished reading titled “The River Where America 

Began: A Journey Along The James,” which was written 
by Bob Deans and published in 2007. Checked out a copy 
at Stinson Memorial Library in Anna.

As you might guess, the book is about the James River...
in Virginia. Don’t think I’ve ever seen the James River. 
Then again, my only time in Virginia involved fleeting 
visits in a car...long ago.

The front flap of the book explains that: “From the 
founding of the first permanent English colony in America 
at Jamestown in 1607, to the fall of the Confederate capital 
of Richmond in 1865, the James River runs through the 
formation of modern America and the epic global change 
it stirred...

“...This is the story of Powhatan and Gabriel, of Jef-
ferson, Henry, Lincoln and Lee. It is the story of all our 
people and the national narrative we share.”

If you happen to like history, check this book out...at 
the library...

Meanwhile...
I wanted to share something I thought was really special 

which happened last week on the Journey Through Life...
The story began last Thursday morning...yours truly 

was motoring from our hometown to metropolitan Anna 
to begin another day at The Paragraph Factory. Took the 
usual route...along old U.S. Route 51.

On the way to Anna, there were several places along 
the road where various critters had met rather unfortunate 
ends. In other words, road kill. A squirrel. A deer. And a 
possum.

No blizzard here...a turtle popped its head out of the water, perhaps to take advantage of bright sunshine and 
70-degree December weather last Thursday afternoon at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro. 
Might be kind of hard to tell, but the critter appeared to be smiling.

This possum paid a visit to our front porch way back 
in November 2020. The critter was enjoying a snack...
at the expense of a cat...and maybe a raccoon...

It's the end of the world as we know it...
The possum, which I thought had moved on an exis-

tence in the past tense, happened to catch my attention. 
The critter looked like it was moving. How could that be? 
Maybe I just thought it had been moving...when I drove 
past at 55 miles per hour.

A little later in the morning, I happened to drive past the 
possum again. And, once again, I thought I saw it moving. 
Nah. Just out of curiosity, in the early afternoon, I went 
back to where I had seen the possum along the road.

Turns out the possum was indeed moving. Well, I felt 
sorry for the furry critter, turned around and went back 
to where it was on the road. The idea  was that I would 
at least attempt to move it off the busy highway. To be 
honest, I wasn’t really sure how that would be done...

At the same time, a couple of fellow travelers on the 
Journey Through Life apparently had the same idea. They 
had stopped along the road, near the possum. I stopped 
my car. One of the folks and your writer had a brief chat 
along the highway about helping the possum...with the 
occasional car zooming by.

I thanked the fellow traveler. A little later that day, I 
went past the place where the possum had been one more 
time. The critter was gone. I’m going with the idea that the 
possum had been rescued and taken someplace a little bit 
safer. We’ll just call it a story during the Christmas season 
with a happy ending.

Meanwhile...
...this time with apologies to REM...
It’s the end of this column, and we know it...and I feel 

fine...

Illinois students invited
to enter ‘Letters About
Literature’ competition

Secretary of State and State Librarian Jesse White is 
encouraging students in grades 4 through 12 to enter the 
2022 “Letters About Literature in Illinois” reading and 
writing competition, which is offered by the Illinois State 
Library’s Illinois Center for the Book.

“Letters About Literature in Illinois” invites students to 
read a book of their choice and write a letter to the author 
about how the work changed their life or view of the world. 

Students can enter directly on their own or through their 
locally participating school.

Information about the competition is available at ilsos.
gov/departments/library/center_for_the_book/.

“Every year, thousands of students in Illinois enjoy 
participating in this inspiring competition,” White said 
in a news release.  

“Anyone who has read past letters can see how litera-
ture inspires and touches the lives of our young people. I 
encourage all our students to take part in ‘Letters About 
Literature in Illinois,’ and I hope their participation leads 
to a lifetime of reading.”

There are three levels of participation: Level 1 for 
grades 4-6, Level 2 for grades 7-8 and Level 3 for grades 
9-12. The deadline for submission is Wednesday, Dec. 15.

One winner will be selected for each level and receive 
a cash award and a plaque signed by White. 

Teachers of the winning students will receive a certifi-
cate and their school will receive a cash award to purchase 
books for the library.

Winners are scheduled to be announced toward the end 
of the 2021-2022 academic year.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, December 9, 1971

Downtown Anna, around the square in Jonesboro and 
all along the way, crowds gathered Saturday morning to 
watch a spectacular first-time Union County Christmas 
Parade.

The theme of this year’s parade was “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” and churches, schools, businesses and civic 
organizations created almost 20 floats for the event. A 
total of 42 units participated in the parade.

***
The annual Chamber of Commerce Ladies Night was 

held at the American Legion Community Center Monday 
evening with 171 members and guests in attendance.

Dean Barringer, Anna, has been tapped by the Demo-
cratic party slate-makers for the post of Comptroller for 
the State of Illinois in the primary election of 1972.

Monday, Dec. 13, is the first date to file nominating 
petitions for the March 21 primary, the final day to file 
these petitions is December 20.

The Cobden Lions Club held its annual Ladies Night 
and Christmas Party last Friday evening at Giant City 
Lodge. Eighty-four Lions, wives and guests attended.

“The Messengers” youth choir of the First Baptist 
Church will present their annual Christmas concert Sun-
day evening, Dec. 12, at 7:30.

The second annual Community Carol Sing will be 
held in Cobden Monday, Dec. 20, at 6:30 p.m. The Sing 
is sponsored by the mayor and village board of Cobden.

The Union County 4-H Leader Recognition Dinner was 
held Thursday, Dec. 2, at the Farm Bureau in Jonesboro.

Drizzle and fog did not deter a large and enthusiastic 
audience from witnessing the musical evening, Sing-a-
Life Singarama, sponsored by the Union County Hospital 
Auxiliary, held in the American Legion Community Cen-
ter Saturday evening.

Public, private middle, high schools invited 
to participate in 2022 Illinois Youth Survey

CHAMPAIGN – Public and private middle and high 
schools in Illinois are invited to participate in the 2022 
Illinois Youth Survey, IYS, an online anonymous survey 
that assesses alcohol, drug and tobacco use among eighth, 
10th and 12th grade students.

Administered by the Center for Prevention Research 
and Development, CPRD, at the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign, the IYS also collects information on 
school climate, safety and bullying, along with youths’ 
feelings about school, their family support and rules 
about alcohol use: all factors that can contribute to risky 
behaviors and impede learning.

“We really need high-quality data from this statewide, 
representative survey to know what students experienced 
this year when in-person instruction resumed in Illinois. 
There is so little hard data available,” said Douglas C. 
Smith, the director of CPRD and a professor of social 
work at the university.

The data enable schools, communities and the state 
to gauge the prevalence of substance use among their 
young people and develop targeted prevention initiatives. 
Results of prior surveys and sample school reports can be 
viewed online.

In addition to assessing school needs, the IYS provides 
a scientific estimate of health and behavior indicators for 
the State of Illinois based on a random sample of eighth, 
10th and 12th grade students.

The local findings can be used by school administra-
tors, prevention professionals and community groups to 
address substance use, evaluate student support services 
and track progress toward physical, social and mental 
health goals, Smith said.

Available in English and Spanish and in separate ver-
sions for eighth grade and high school students, the online 
survey takes about one class period to administer.

Individualized reports on each school’s results are avail-
able free of charge to principals at participating schools 
from early March to late May. 

By law, participation in the IYS is also tracked as part of 
the Illinois Report Card, the official source of information 
on the academic performance and environments of public 
schools and school districts across the state.

School administrators can register online or by phone 
with an IYS coordinator at 888-333-5612. Data collec-
tion/survey administration is scheduled to begin Jan. 4.

More information on the IYS is available on the CPRD 
website or by calling the IYS team at 217-333-3231 
or toll-free at 888-333-5612 or by email, cprd-iys@
mx.uillinois.edu.
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