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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Another successful year for WIBH coat campaign

Major winter storm brings sleet, snow, ice

When it comes to helping 
Southern Illinois kids  to 
stay warm this winter, one 
local radio station has it all 
wrapped up.  

On Dec.10, WIBH Radio 
in Anna concluded its an-
nual coat campaign to give 
new coats to kids in need.

Through monetary dona-
tions, the 2021 WIBH New 
Coats, New Hope Cam-
paign raised over $8,600 
to purchase over 430 new, 
winter coats for kids in need 
in Southern Illinois.  

Postal Pal in Anna cov-
ered the cost of shipping 

which allowed 100 percent 
of the donations to be used 
only for coats.  

T&I Office Equipment in 
Anna donated the printing 
of flyers used in community 
outreach. 

“We want to thank ev-
eryone who contributed to 
the New Coats, New Hope 
Campaign,” WIBH co-
owner Moury Bass said in 
a news release.

“We continue to be 
amazed at the generosity 
of our listeners. We look 
forward to continuing this 
beneficial campaign for 
many years to come.”

Since 2011, WIBH has 
partnered with local agen-
cies in this effort.  

This year, Arrowleaf, 
the Children’s Medical and 
Mental Health Resource 
Network and Southern Sev-
en Health Department and 
Head Start were involved.  

Over the years, more than 
$56,350 has been raised 

and 3,043 coats have been 
purchased. 

Each year, the coats are 
ordered through the non-
profit organization Opera-
tion Warm. 

It is estimated that 20 
percent of Southern Illinois 
children live in poverty and 
a warm coat is an essential 
item for each of them.  

A new coat promotes 
self-esteem, school atten-
dance, outdoor play and 
gives parents and children 
a sense of security.  

The coats arrived in early 
January.  Duckworks Lawn 
Care and Shawnee Mass 
Transit District helped de-
liver the coats to their des-
tinations.  

Coats will be distrib-
uted through the partnering 
agencies to kids ages 3 to 
16 living in the lower 45 
counties in Illinois affected 
by abuse, neglect, disaster 
and family need. No paper-
work or proof of income is 

required to receive a coat.  
Operation Warm is a na-

tional nonprofit that creates 
brand new, high-quality 
coats for children in need. 

This organization part-
ners with compassionate 
individuals and organiza-
tions across North America 
to give a gift of warmth, 
confidence and hope to 
millions of children in need. 

In addition to coats, this 
April WIBH and its part-
ners will hold its first shoe 
drive to purchase new shoes 
for kids as part of April 
Child Abuse Prevention 
Month.  More details about 
this effort will be released 
in coming weeks. 

For more information, or 
to request a coat for a child 
in need, contact Moury 
Bass at WIBH at 833-9424, 
Shawnna Rhine at Southern 
Seven at 618-634-2297, 
extension 9161, or visit the 
WIBH New Coats, New 
Hope Campaign on Face-
book.  

Southern Seven Health Department and Head Start, S7HD/HS, was one of 
several partnering agencies to receive coats from this year’s WIBH New Coats, 
New Hope Campaign. From left are Shawnna Rhine of S7HD/HS, Ron Gorst of 
Shawnee Mass Transit District, Moury and Nancy Bass of WIBH Radio, Sarah 
Raganyi, Maria Lara and Rachael Ferrel, all from Head Start. Photo provided.

Shawnee Mass Transit District, SMTD, was one 
of several partnering agencies in this year’s WIBH 
New Coats, New Hope Campaign.  Each year, the 
transit district, along with Duckworks Lawn Care, 
help to deliver coats to their distribution sites. 
From left are Tom Jackson and Ron Gorst of 
SMTD, Shawnna Rhine of Southern Seven Health 
Department and Head Start, and Nancy and Moury 
Bass of WIBH Radio. Photo provided.

The Children’s Medical & Mental Health Resource 
Network, CMMHRN, was one of several partnering 
agencies that received coats from this year’s WIBH 
New Coats, New Hope Campaign. From left are 
Abigail Cower-Barnett, Tiffany Vincent and Elaina 
Spalt. Photo provided.

Sign of the times...this 
sign was seen last Friday at 
a business in Union County. 
Snow, sleet, ice and bitter 
cold temperatures slowed 
things down a lot last week 
in the Union County area.

***
Happy Valentine’s Day to 

everybody on Feb. 14.
***

An American Red Cross 
blood drive is scheduled 
from noon to 6 p.m. Thurs-
day, today, at the First Bap-
tist Church in Anna.

***
A succinct description of 

last week’s weather from a 
local observer: “two and 
half inches of slick.”

***
The Stinson Memorial 

Public Library District 
Board of Trustees is seek-
ing to fill a vacancy.

***
Planning is underway for 

the 2022 Pumpkin Town 
event at the Anna City Park.  
Pumpkin Town is scheduled 
to be on display Oct. 20-31.  
More than 2,000 people 
visited Pumpkin Town in 
2021.

***
A grand opening cel-

ebration is being planned 
in early April by Dale and 
Monica Russell with Just 
Chill, the new concession 
stand business at the Anna 
City Park.

***
A community member 

voiced appreciation at last 
week’s Anna City Council 
meeting for all of the events 
which the city has been 
doing.

***
The Cobden Village 

Board of Trustees approved 
a contribution of $100 to 
Hospice of Southern Il-
linois as a memorial in 
honor of Jim Fuller. Mr. 
Fuller served as fire chief 
in Cobden.

(continued on page 2)

New U.S. Route 51 covered with snow, sleet, ice
New U.S. Route 51 in Union County was covered with a layer of snow, sleet 

and ice early Thursday morning, Feb. 3. At the time the photograph was taken, 
the Union County area was under a winter storm warning which had been 
issued by the National Weather Service office in Paducah.

Anna street Friday morning
A car was making its way along West Davie Street in Anna early Friday 

morning, Feb. 4. The street was covered with snow, sleet and ice following 
last week’s winter storm.

A major winter storm last 
week dumped significant 
amounts of snow, sleet 
and freezing rain on the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region.

The storm began Wednes-
day, Feb. 2, and continued 
on Thursday and Friday, 
Feb. 3-4.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported that an ice storm 
was experienced across 
most of Western Kentucky. 

A zone of heavy sleet 
was observed along the 
Ohio River and in parts of 
Southeast Missouri. 

Farther northwest, sev-
eral inches of snow fell 
from Mount Vernon across 
the Carbondale area into the 
Ozark foothills of Southeast 
Missouri.

The winter storm was 
accompanied by bitter cold 
temperatures.

Conditions began to 
moderate early this week. 
The high temperature on 
Tuesday in Union County 
was expected to be around 
49 degrees. The forecast 
was calling for a high of 
around 51 on Wednesday. 
Sunshine was expected on 
both days.

Wintry precipitation re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro included:

.20 of an inch of ice pel-
lets (sleet) on Feb. 2. 

1.5 inches of ice pel-
lets and 1 inch of snow on 
Feb. 3.

A high temperature of 
25 degrees was recorded 
on Feb. 3. The low was 20.

Temperatures recorded 
late last week included:

Feb. 4: High of 30, low 
of 15. Feb. 5: High of 31, 
low of 13. Feb. 6: High of 
42, low of 15.

The snow, sleet, ice and 
cold were part of what the 
National Weather Service 
described as a “large-scale 
and massive winter storm” 
which impacted the central, 
eastern and southern United 
States late last week. The 
impact of the storm was 
seen from New  Mexico to 
Maine.

By late afternoon on 
Wednesday, Feb. 2, the 
weather service office in 
Paducah was alerting the re-
gion’s residents that a major 
winter storm was underway.

“A prolonged winter 
storm will bring significant 
accumulations of sleet, ice 
and snow to some of the 
area,” the weather service 
office advised on its web-
site.

“Major travel disruptions 
are expected across the en-
tire region and some power 
outages are possible.

“After a brief lull tonight, 
another wave of heavy 
mixed wintry precipitation 
will move into the region 
early Thursday morning, 
continuing through the 
day.”

By Thursday afternoon, 
Feb. 3, the weather service 
office was reporting that 
roadways in the region had 
“become treacherous in 
many areas.” In some areas, 
downed  trees and power 
lines had caused power 
outages.

The weather service of-
fice in Paducah issued a 
winter storm warning for 
parts of Southern Illinois 
and Southeast Missouri 
which was in effect for all 
of Thursday, Feb. 3. 

The weather service of-
fice warned that heavy pre-
cipitation was possible, 
with total snow and sleet 
accumulations of 2 to 7 

(continued on page 2)
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Country Roads Flowers & Gifts
and

Fluttering Bloom Designs 
204 W. Broad St. Jonesboro, IL

618-614-5216 • www.countryroadsflowers.com

Premium Hand Selected Flowers
Balloons, Candies,

Wood hearts you can personalize
Various other gifts available.

Treat your sweetheart to the 
best this Valentine's Day.

Taking orders now!
Call 618-614-5216

8GP9G

Open Mon.-Fri. 9-5
Sat. 9-12David & Liz Wilkins, Owners

City of Anna truck at work
A City of Anna truck was working on East Vienna 

Street to clear snow, sleet and ice early Thursday 
morning, Feb. 3.

Clearing snow off sidewalk
Snow, sleet and ice were being cleared off a 

sidewalk Friday morning, Feb. 4, in front of Anna 
Junior High School/Davie School.

Winter storm
(continued from page 1)
inches and ice accumula-
tions of one tenth of an inch, 
with locally high amounts 
possible. Wind gusts of 25 
to 35 miles per hour were 
likely.

“Travel due to the snow, 
sleet and freezing rain will 
be extremely difficult and 
should be avoided unless 
absolutely necessary,” the 
weather service office cau-
tioned.

Not much traffic was 
to be seen early Thursday 
morning, Feb. 3, in the 
Union County area.

Highways, roads and 
streets in the county were 
covered with a mix of ice, 
sleet and snow 

At about 8:30 a.m. last 
Thursday, electronic signs 

at several places in Anna 
showed a temperature of 
19 degrees.

The Illinois Department 
of Transportation posted 
information online which 
showed that state highways 
in the area were covered 
with ice or snow last Thurs-
day.

Union County Highway 
Department engineer Jeff 
Denny said that 2 to 3 inch-
es of sleet fell during the 
winter storm. Nearly all 
of the county was covered 
with a layer of sleet. Denny 
noted that sleet is harder to 
remove than snow.

The highway department 
had two crews, totaling 13 
people, who worked 16-
hour shifts to clear county 
highways and roads. “They 

did an excellent job,” Den-
ny said. 

The Union County Sher-
iff’s Office and the Anna 
Police Department both 
reported that there had not 
been any major traffic ac-
cidents related to the winter 
storm.

Last Thursday afternoon, 
with sleet still falling, the 
sheriff’s office advised that 
conditions were “pretty 
rough” and urged everyone 
to stay home.

 The winter storm led 
to numerous closings and 
cancellations.

The  Un ion  Coun ty 
Courthouse in Jonesboro 
closed at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 2, due to the weather. 
The courthouse remained 
closed on Thursday and 

Friday, Feb. 3-4.
Union County schools 

ended their day early on 
Feb. 2 and remained closed 
on Thursday and Friday. 
Bad road conditions were 
still having an impact on 
school schedules on Mon-
day, Feb. 7.

Municipal offices in 
Union County communities 
closed due to last week’s 
winter storm. Some busi-
nesses also closed due to 
the weather.

The winter storm im-
pacted schedules at Shaw-
nee Community College, 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale and Southeast 
Missouri State University 
in Cape Girardeau.

Trash and recycling pick 
up were affected in local 
communities.

Anna police chief 
urges everyone 
to lock vehicles

The Anna Police Department reports that five 
vehicles have been stolen since the first of the year.  

Anna Police Chief Bryan Watkins said that four of 
the five have been recovered, with minor damages 
reported to some of the vehicles. 

“Each of the stolen vehicles were unlocked,” 
Watkins stated.

There have been multiple unlocked vehicles 
broken into, with personal property stolen from 
inside the vehicles.

“Three handguns have been reported stolen from 
inside unlocked vehicles.  None have been recov-
ered,” Watkins said.

Anna Police Department officers have increased 
patrols, stopped numerous traffic violators and have 
increased pedestrian stops since the thefts increased.  

“Several interviews have been conducted and 
we are making progress on these cases,” the Anna 
police chief said.

The Anna Police Department urges everyone to 
lock their vehicle and house doors and to do “what 
you can to make your personal property less attrac-
tive to these criminals.”  

“Also, please be vigilant and report any suspi-
cious activity to the police at 833-5500,” Watkins 
said.

Weather
Snow, sleet, ice and bitter 

cold temperatures high-
lighted the Union County 
area’s weather during the 
period of Feb. 1-7.

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 66 degrees 
to a low of 13.

Precipitation during the 
period included:

.05 of an inch of rain on 
Feb. 1.

.20 of an inch of ice pel-
lets (sleet) and a total of 
1.11 inches of melted sleet 
and rain on Feb. 2.

1.5 inches of ice pellets, 1 
inch of snow and .68 of an 
inch of melted precipitation  
on Feb. 3.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Feb. 1           66 28
Wednesday, Feb. 2      51 23
Thursday, Feb. 3          25 20
Friday, Feb. 4              30 15
Saturday, Feb. 5           31 13
Sunday, Feb. 6             42 15
Monday, Feb. 7           42 24

January colder, wetter than normal
Bluff to Cape Girardeau 
line and far Southern Il-
linois. 

The greatest departures, 
on the order of 2 to 4 inch-
es, were primarily located 
along the Kentucky/Ten-
nessee and Missouri/Ken-
tucky borders. 

The highest observed 
amount was 9.23 inches at 
a CoCoRaHS station 1.9 
miles WSW of Murray, Ky. 

Meanwhile, much lower 
precipitation totals were 
observed from the Missouri 
Ozark Foothills (Carter and 
Wayne counties) northeast-
ward into areas of Southern 
Illinois along and north of 
Route 13. Much of this area 
finished the month drier 
than normal.

The main snow event in 
January occurred on the 
6th, with most of Western 
Kentucky seeing 3 to 6 
inches of snow, while loca-
tions further north/west had 
lower amounts. 

January snowfall at Pa-
ducah was an inch above 
normal.

month, which is common 
during the winter season. 

The warmest stretch was 
Jan. 12-19, when highs 
were routinely in the 40s 
or 50s. 

The month began with 
temperatures in the 60s in 
the early morning hours of 
New Years Day, before tem-
peratures dropped through-
out the day.  

The two most notable 
colder periods were Jan. 6-7 
and 20-22. Many locations 
observed highs in the 20s 
and lows in the single digits 
or teens during those times. 

Jan. 26 and 29 also had 
lows in the single digits at 
a number of locations.

The weather service re-
ported that last month was 
the coldest January since 
2018 at all five of its official 
climate stations.

Wetter Than Normal
A large portion of the 

region finished the month 
wetter than normal. 

This was the case across 
all of Western Kentucky, 
much of Southeast Missouri 
along and south of a Poplar 

January was colder and 
wetter than normal in the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky area.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported that during Janu-
ary, monthly average tem-
peratures ranged from 2 to 
4 degrees below normal. 

Temperatures Fluctu-
ated Constantly

Temperatures fluctuated 
constantly throughout the 

(continued from page 1)
The Cobden Village 

Board of Trustees has ap-
proved the purchase of 
one acre of real estate at a 
purchase price of $7,500 for 
the location of an additional 
water well.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Com-

munity High School is join-
ing in the commemoration 
of National School Coun-
seling Week, which is Feb. 
7-11.

***
Cobden High School 

homecoming activities 
were rescheduled from last 
week to this Friday and 
Saturday nights.

***
Shawnee School District 

No. 84 was planning to 
recognize its seniors on 
Tuesday, Feb. 8.

***
The Shawnee School 

District pre-kindergarten 
program recently celebrated 
being in school for 100 
days.

***
Stinson Memorial Public 

Library District’s Cobden 
Branch Library “officially”  
reopened Monday. An open 
house was held Monday. 
Katie Persinger is the pri-
mary librarian at the Cob-
den location.

***
A dodgeball tournament 

was being planned for Sat-
urday, Feb. 11, at Cobden 
School.

***
A Winter Wizards disc 

golf tournament is planned 
March 26 in Cobden.

News Notes Anna police 
chief issues
monthly report

The Anna Police Depart-
ment has issued an activ-
ity report for the month of 
January.

The report was issued by 
Anna Police Chief Bryan 
Watkins.

Highlights from the re-
port follow:

435 calls to service. 21 
criminal misdemeanor/fel-
ony arrests. Seven warrant 
arrests.

117 officer initiated calls. 
86 warning tickets. 27 traf-
fic citations. Five ordinance 
citations.

Union County
COVID Cases

Update
Feb. 6: 5,178 total 

cases. 61 total deaths.
Feb. 3: 5,149 total 

cases. 61 total deaths.
Feb. 1: 5,112 total 

cases. 61 total deaths.
Jan. 30: 5,041 total 

cases. 60 total deaths.
Jan. 27: 4,955 total 

cases. 59 total deaths.
Jan. 26: 4,897 total 

cases. 59 total deaths.
Jan. 25: 4,819 total 

cases. 59 total deaths.
Jan. 24: 4,759 total 

cases. 59 deaths.
Jan. 23: 4,687 total 

cases. 59 deaths.
Jan. 20: 4,553 total 

cases. 58 deaths.
Jan. 17: 4,131 total 

cases. 57 deaths.
Jan. 13: 4,175 total 

cases. 57 deaths.
Source: Illinois Department 

of Public Health website. 
Numbers represent statistics 
since the start of the pandemic.

Weekly new
COVID-19 cases

reported in Illinois
Feb. 4: 60,389

Jan. 28: 123,812
Jan. 21: 183,722
Jan. 14: 207,203
Jan. 7: 201,428

Dec. 30: 128,246
Dec. 23: 77,246
Dec. 17: 59,312
Dec. 10: 49,668
Dec. 3: 42,559
Nov. 24: 21,034
Nov. 19: 28,280
Nov. 12: 22,600
Nov. 5: 17,462
Oct. 29: 14,616
Oct. 22: 15,131
Oct. 15: 15,669
Oct. 8: 19,244
Oct. 1: 18,735

Sept. 24: 21,787
Sept. 17: 25,956
Sept. 10: 26,062
Sept. 3: 30,319
Aug. 27: 25,636
Aug. 20: 24,682
Aug. 13: 21,334
Aug. 6: 16,742
July 30: 11,682
July 23: 7,983
July 16: 4,449
July 9: 2,945
July 2: 2,120

June 25: 1,744
June 18: 928

Source: Illinois Department of 
Public Health

60,389 new COVID
cases in Illinois

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 
on Friday, Feb. 4, reported 
60,389 new confirmed and 
probable cases of corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) 
in Illinois, including an 
increase of 608 deaths since 
reporting on Jan. 28.

The number of cases 
reported for the week prior 
to Feb. 4 was less than half 
as many which had been 
reported on Jan. 28, a total 
of 123,812.
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Court order invalidates mask, vaccine mandates
Governor, attorney general appeal decision; local school officials urge patience, grateful for support

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 

Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul and Gov. JB Pritzker’s 
administration are asking a 
state appellate court to set 
aside a lower court order from 
late Friday that invalidated 
the mask and vaccine man-
dates that the state imposed 
last year for public schools.

On Friday,  Sangam-
on County Circuit Judge 
Raylene Grischow granted 
a temporary restraining or-
der blocking schools from 
enforcing those mandates, 
saying the mitigation rules 
amounted to a kind of “quar-
antine” and that the Pritzker 
administration overstepped 
its bounds by issuing those 
mandates through emergency 
rules.

“The judge’s decision cul-
tivates chaos for parents, 
families, teachers and school 
administrators across the 
state, and I’ve asked Attor-
ney General Kwame Raoul 
to seek to have the ruling 
overturned with all possible 
speed,” Pritzker said during 
a news conference Monday.

Beginning in August 2021, 
Pritzker issued a series of 
executive orders related to the 
reopening of public schools. 

They included a require-
ment that schools enforce 
a mask mandate for all stu-
dents, staff and visitors; that 
they require all school per-
sonnel either be vaccinated or 
submit to weekly testing, and 
that they exclude from school 
premises for specified periods 
of time any student or staff 
member who tests positive 
for COVID-19 or who has 
been in close contact with 
someone who has.

The Illinois Department of 
Public Health and the Illinois 
State Board of Education then 
issued a series of emergency 
rules to implement the exec-
utive orders.

Parents, students and, in 
some cases, teachers sued 
roughly 170 school districts 
across the state seeking to 
block those mandates. Those 
cases were eventually con-
solidated and transferred to 
Sangamon County.

In her ruling Friday, Gri-
schow said that at the time 

the emergency rules were 
issued, the Department of 
Public Health had known 
about COVID-19 for well 
over a year and a half and that 
vaccines had been around for 
more than nine months. 

She then questioned why 
the rules could not have been 
developed under the normal 
process which would have 
allowed for public comment 
and legislative review.

She also noted that state 
law gives the Department of 
Public Health authority to 
issue vaccine mandates. 

But in this case, IDPH did 
not issue such a mandate, 
the governor did, and then 
the State Board of Education 
issued rules to carry out the 
governor’s order – something 
she said was an improper 
delegation of an executive 
branch agency’s authority.

“The court cannot find 
(nor did any party provide) 
any law enacted by the state 
Legislature that grants the 
IDPH the authority to del-
egate and transfer its duties 
and responsibilities to ISBE 
and local school districts,” 
Grischow wrote.

She also found that exclu-
sion from school buildings 
was a form of quarantine, 
and under state law, people 
who are ordered quarantined 
have a right to challenge the 
order in court and receive due 
process.

Her order strikes down 
several provisions of the 
emergency rules IDPH and 
ISBE issued in September 
and specifically restrains 
the agencies from requiring 
school districts to enforce 
mask mandates without a 
lawful quarantine order from 
a local health department.

It also restrains them from 
requiring districts to exclude 
unvaccinated individuals 
from the premises who object 
to weekly testing without first 
providing them due process. 

And it restrains them from 
excluding individuals who 
are deemed a close contact 
with a confirmed or proba-
ble COVID-19 case without 
providing them due process.

The attorney general’s 
office filed immediate notices 
of appeal in the cases and on 
Monday filed motions asking 
for an emergency stay of the 
order pending the appeal.

“These requirements – 
which have provided safety 
and stability to students, 
teachers, and schools for 
months – allow schools to 
protect their students and 
staff while providing an op-
portunity to return to in-per-
son learning,” the motion 
stated.

As of Monday afternoon, 
the 4th District Court of 
Appeals had not yet ruled on 
the motion for an emergency 
stay.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

***
Local School Adminis-

trators Respond
Several Union County 

school district administrators 
posted messages on social 
media in response to the rul-
ing by the judge in Sangamon 
County.

Messages dated Sunday, 
Feb. 6, were posted on Face-
book by the superintendents 
of Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School District 
No. 81, Anna School District 
No. 37 and Dongola School 
District 66. 

On Monday, Feb. 7, the su-
perintendents of Lick Creek 
School District No. 16 and 
Cobden School District No. 
17 issued statements which 
were posted on Facebook.

School officials voiced 
gratitude for support which 
has been shown to students, 
teachers and staff and noted 
that the current situation 
could change quickly. Of-
ficials also are asking for 
everyone on both sides of 
the controversial issue to be 
respectful of the viewpoints 
of others.

A-JCHS District 81 su-
perintendent Rob Wright 
explained in a message to 
students and parents that the 
Sangamon County judge’s 
ruling in the case “does not 
apply to our school district 
since no one from our dis-
trict was part of the lawsuit” 
which had been brought 
against the mask and vaccine 
mandates.

Wright noted that a stay 

could be issued quickly re-
garding the judge’s ruling, 
“meaning that it may be a 
short lived decision.”

The A-JCHS superinten-
dent said he appreciated pa-
tience which has been shown 
in this matter and  voiced 
“great pride in our students. 
I realize this is a hot topic 
with widely varying opin-
ions. Please continue to be 
respectful of others’ thoughts 
on this matter.” 

A subsequent “Announce-
ment Regarding Mask Guid-
ance” from the superinten-
dent was posted on social 
media Monday which read:

“After further review of 
the recent court decision and 
more opportunities to discuss 
with stakeholders in the dis-
trict as well as legal counsel, 
Anna-Jonesboro CHSD #81 
will adhere to the spirit of 
the recent ruling and begin-
ning tomorrow, masks will 
be optional for students and 
employees. Masks will still 
be required on student trans-
portation (bus, vans, etc.) as 
required by federal law. Stu-
dents will also no longer be 
excluded from school based 
solely on being deemed a 
‘close contact’. Please keep 
in mind that these circum-
stances could change at any 
time based upon future legal 
proceedings.”

Anna School District 37 
superintendent Dr. Julie 
Bullard asked parents and 
guardians for their “patience 
and understanding as our 
district navigates the latest 
changes to the COVID-19 
guidance and rules for Illi-
nois schools.”

Bullard said that after con-
sulting with the district’s 
legal counsel, it was unclear 
if the judge’s ruling could 
be generalized to all school 
districts in Illinois. 

The Anna School District 
Board of Education planned 
to discuss the matter at a 
special meeting which was 
called for 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 9. The meeting was 
scheduled to take place in the 
media center at Anna Junior 
High School.

“Until this meeting, it is 
our intention to continue 
to operate as we have been 
during the 2021-2022 school 
year. Our goal is to proceed 
with caution and consistency 
while meeting the needs of 
our students with in-person 
learning.”

T h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
thanked parents and guard-
ians for their “continued sup-
port of our students, teachers, 
and staff. It has been a dif-
ficult year and finding the 
balance between COVID-19 
mitigations, state mandates, 
and staffing shortages has 
been challenging to say the 
least. We are grateful for your 
understanding as we work to 
provide the best education 
possible in a safe space  for 
our students.”

Dr. Paige Maginel, su-
perintendent of Dongola 
School District 66, addressed 
her message to the district’s 
families, asking for their 
“patience and understand-
ing as our district navigates 

the latest changes to the 
COVID-19 guidance and 
rules for Illinois schools.”

Maginel said that Dongola 
is not a party to the lawsuit. 
She explained that since the 
temporary restraining order 
ordered by the Central Illi-
nois judge “does not apply to 
our district, and because this 
order is by its very definition 
‘temporary’ and is not a final 
disposition of the issues, the 
District will continue with 
our current plan until the 
appeal is heard and decided.”

“Until further notice, it 
is our intention to operate 
as we have been during the 
2021-2022 school year, al-
lowing time to hear from all 
stakeholder groups including 
the Board of Education, the 
Dongola Education Associ-
ation, the community, and 
all other interested parties. 
Our goal is to proceed with 
caution and consistency for 
the benefit of our District.”

The Dongola superinten-
dent thanked the commu-
nity’s families “for your 
continued support of our 
students, teachers and staff. 
While it has been a difficult 
year, we will continue to push 
forward together.”

Lick Creek School District 
superintendent Brent Boren 
addressed a message to the 
district’s families. 

“Over the past two years, 
our students have faced many 
challenges in their learning 
environment,” Boren wrote.

“We have watched them 
navigate these changes with 
strong support from home 
and school.

“On Monday, our students 
and staff will once again 
face a change. Some people 
will come to school wearing 
masks and some will not. 
In education, we call this a 
‘teachable moment.’ 

“We ask families to take 
some time prior to Monday 
to have a conversation with 
their child regarding the 
importance of  respecting 
the personal choice of each 
member of our school com-
munity. What a wonderful 
opportunity to teach about 
kindness and respect!”

Boren said the school will 
still follow normal social 
distancing, hand-washing 
and cleaning protocols. Stu-
dents and staff are required 
to stay home if they show 
symptoms of illness... “which 
has been the district’s policy 
for years.”

“Thank you for your pa-
tience and commitment as 
students, families and staff 
move through the week 
ahead,” the superintendent 
said.

In a statement to families, 
Cobden Unit School District 
17 superintendent Edwin 
Shoemate explained that ap-
proximately 150 of Illinois’ 
840 school districts were 
named in the legal action. 
Cobden was not one of the 
schools.

“Even with this being the 
case,” Shoemate said, as of 
Tuesday, Feb. 8, the Cobden 
School District Board of 
Education and administration 
“will strongly recommend 

and encourage the wearing 
of masks alongside all of our 
other layered mitigation strat-
egies, but will not require that 
masks be worn on the CUSD 
#17 campus for school or 
school related events.”

The decision mirrored one 
made by the school board in 
August prior to the gover-
nor’s mandate. If the gover-
nor’s order is upheld by the 
appellate court, the Cobden 
School District “will again 
require the wearing of masks 
on a daily basis while on the 
CUSD #17 campus.”

“Federal guidelines con-
tinue to require masks to 
be worn while on school 
transportation. Students who 
test positive for COVID-19 
must continue to isolate. If 
students are sick they need 
to stay home. We will con-
tinue to use the space and 
distancing mitigations that 
we have used throughout the 
pandemic in our buildings.”

The Cobden superinten-
dent said this “continues to be 
an unprecedented time in our 
country and we understand 
how there are strong feelings 
on both sides of the issue. 
We ask that individuals on 
both sides continue to respect 
one another’s opinions and 
feelings until the Appellate 
Court officials rules on the 
appeal that will come before 
the judge.”

Shoemate thanked the 
district’s families for their 
“continued support of our 
students, teachers and staff 
as we continue navigating 
this ever-changing situation.”

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999
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Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

IDENTITY THEFT CAN HAPPEN TO ANYONE!
Many of us access our online accounts — credit cards, investments, insurance, 

or checking and savings accounts — nearly every day. In our digital world, bits of 
our personal information are everywhere. Identity thieves know this and look for 
ways — both high-tech, like lifting our passwords, or low-tech, like stealing our 
mail — to get their hands on our money and personal information.

Since identity theft can happen to anyone, here are some ways to keep your 
money and personal information safe.

Protect documents that have personal information. Keep things with 
personal information — think financial records or Social Security and Medicare 
cards — in a safe place. Shred them before you throw them away. If you get 
statements with personal information in the mail, take your mail out of the mailbox 
as soon as you can.

Don’t share your Social Security number with someone who contacts 
YOU. While some organizations might need your Social Security number to identify 
you, they won’t call, email, or text you to ask for it. So if someone contacts you, 
asks you for your Social Security number, and says they’re from the IRS, your 
bank, or your employer — it’s a scam.

Protect your information online and on your phone. If you’re logging in 
to an online account, use a strong password. Add multi-factor authentication for 
accounts that offer it. Multi-factor authentication makes it harder for scammers to 
log in to your accounts if they do get your username and password.

Review your bills. Charges for things you didn’t buy, or an unexpected bill, 
could be a sign of identity theft.

If you think someone has been using your personal information to open accounts, 
buy things, or file taxes, report it and get recovery help at IdentityTheft.gov.

News from

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Feb 4, all 
in-person services were 
cancelled at the church 
building due to the condi-
tions of the roads and the 
parking lot.

Pastor Perry Williams 
live streamed a message 
from his home that ad-
dressed the process of re-
vival. The message was 
based on scripture from 1st 
Kings in the Bible’s Old 
Testament.

The message was live 
streamed on Facebook, 
where it can be viewed.

The church’s Facebook 
page, Jonesboro FBC, has 
videos and the latest in-
formation about possible 
closings.

Men’s Bible study was 
planned Monday night.

A monthly business 
meeting was scheduled 
Wednesday night, Feb. 9.

Women on Mission plan 
to meet at 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, today.

An appreciation fel-
lowship, with a dinner, is 
planned after the morning 
worship service on Feb. 
13 in honor of Ken Rowe’s 
retirement as the church’s 
custodian.

Later on Feb. 13, a Super 
Bowl fellowship with finger 
foods is planned. The time 
of the fellowship is to be 
announced.

Birthdays: Joe McRa-
ven, Feb. 6; Peyton Cly-
more, Feb. 10; Lloyd Mc-
Cann, Ernest Rhodes, Feb. 
11.

Anniversary: Joe and 
Martha McRaven, Feb. 11, 
24 years.

The regular schedule for 
worship at Jonesboro First 
Baptist Church includes 
Sunday School classes on 
Sunday at 9 a.m., Sunday 
morning worship at 10 
a.m. and Sunday evening 
worship at 6 p.m. 

The Dig-In Children’s 
program and a youth group 
meeting are scheduled 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.

Prayer and Bible study 
are scheduled at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. 
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A-J girls win regional bowling championship
The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School girls’ bowling team won a regional championship 

Saturday, Feb. 5. SI Bowl in Carterville hosted the regional.  A-J had a team score of 5,343 to earn the title. 
Twelve teams and 94 bowlers competed at the regional. A-J’s Madi Hawk was individual championship 
winner with a score of 1192. A-J’s Olivia Myers was third with a score of 1155. A-J team members are, 
from left,  Ruby Lawrence, Madi Hawk, Sara Sinisi, Olivia Myers, Jaden Ebberts, Whitley Quick, Ruby 
Duskey. The team’s coaches are Cary Quick and Micah Cross. A-J advances to sectional competition, 
which is scheduled Feb. 12 in Mt. Vernon. Photo provided.

Wildcat wrestlers win regional title

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
wrestling team won the 
Class 1A regional at Harris-
burg Saturday, Feb. 5.

The Wildcats scored 
199.5 points to top 10 oth-
er teams.

This was the third time 
in six years A-J has won 
the regional crown, win-

Celebrating regional championship
The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School wrestling team won a Class 1A regional championship 

Saturday, Feb. 5, in Harrisburg. Nine A-J wrestlers placed at the regional and advance to section 
competition. The A-J wrestling squad also won regional titles in 2019 and 2017. Photo provided. 

ning also in 2019 and 2017 
seasons.

Leading the way for the 
Wildcats with 1st place 
finishes were Drew Sadler, 
106 pounds, and Caleb 
Mays, 145 pounds.

The 2nd place finishers 
were Daniel Dover, 120 
pounds; T.J. Macy, 132 
pounds; Blake Mays, 138 

pounds; and Matteo Vaca 
Diez, 170 pounds.

Finishing in 3rd place 
were Zoee Sadler, 113 
pounds; Brett Smith, 126  
pounds; and Drew Hols-
houser, 152 pounds.

Top three finishers at the 
regional will advance to 
the Class 1A Vandalia sec-
tional, which is scheduled 

Saturday, Feb. 12.
“We’ve got a shot to get 

three to five kids to state 
from the sectional,” A-J 
wrestling head coach Chase 
Hargrave said. 

The top four finishers 
in each weight class ad-
vance to the Class 1A state 
wrestling tournament the 
following week.

Anna Junior High School girls take fourth at state 
After winning a Region 1 Class M regional championship, the Anna Junior High School girls’ basketball team advanced to the Southern Illinois Junior 

High School Athletic Association, SIJHSAA, state tournament at Rend Lake College in Ina. The Anna squad went on to take fourth place at state.  Members 
of the team include Raelynn Sadler, Kansas Craig, Jayda Shepard, Presley Bierstedt, Alexis Houseman, Zoe Chen, Addison Bonner, Ava Frazier, Olivia 
Heinrichs, Rease Shepard and coaches Pat Pitts and Sam Taylor. Photos provided

A-J girls rally to score
victory over host Vienna

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ basketball team went 
1-1 in action last week.

A-J 43, Vienna 41: The 
visiting Lady Wildcats 
came on in the final quar-
ter in the win Saturday, 
Feb. 5.

“It was a battle,” A-J  
head coach Matt Denny 
said. “We shot well late.”

The Lady Eagles led 8-5 
after one quarter and 22-
19 at the half. A-J trailed 
29-26 going into the final 
quarter.

Addison Denny led A-J 
with 19 points, 14 re-
bounds and 3 assists and 
steals.

Brodie Denny added 11 
points, 2 rebounds and 2 
steals. Marlee Smith had 10 
points, a rebound, an assist 
and 2 steals. 

Riley Cruse had 3 points 
and rebounds and a steal. 
Jenna Sadler had 5 re-
bounds, 2 blocked shots, 
an assist and a steal. Macie 
George had 4 rebounds and 
2 blocked shots.

Du Quoin 30, A-J 26: 
The visiting Lady Wildcats 
were held scoreless in the 
second quarter in the loss 

Tuesday, Feb. 1.
A-J led 9-4 after the first 

quarter, but was outscored 
16-0 in the second quarter 
to trail 20-9  at the half. The 
Lady Wildcats trailed 24-21 
after three periods.

Addison Denny had 
10 points, 6 rebounds, 2 
blocked shots, an assist and 
a steal to lead A-J.

Smith had 6 points, 4 
rebounds, 2 blocked shots 
and an assist. Cruse had 
4 points and 3 rebounds. 
Sadler had 3 points, 5 re-
bounds and steals and 3 
assists. Brodie Denny had 
3 points, an assist and a 
steal.

A-J, 12-16 overall plays 
host Vienna again at the 
Class 2A regional on Sat-
urday, Feb. 12. The Lady 
Wildcats were scheduled 
to play Goreville earlier 
this week to end regular 
season play.  

Agape defeats
Shawnee

Agape Christian of Her-
rin defeated visiting Shaw-
nee 60-34 in high school 
boys’ basketball Saturday, 
Jan. 29.

Xander Wigley led Shaw-
nee with 9 points. Brody 
Wills scored 7 points, Kay-
man Ford 6, Dryden Wills 
and Ethan Smith 3 each 
and Koda Abraham, Dustin 
Smith and Ryan Libbert 2 
apiece.

The Shawnee varsity is 
scheduled to play at Centu-
ry on Friday, Feb. 11.

The Shawnee junior var-
sity topped Agape Christian 
37-29 to improve to 7-1 
overall.

Brody Wills led Shaw-
nee with 16 points. Ford 
added 11 points, Dryden 
Wills 6, Libbert 3 and Allie 
Myers 2.

Pinckneyville
outscores A-J 
boys' team

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team fell 
behind early and couldn’t 
catch up in a 57-31 loss 
to visiting Pinckneyville 
Saturday, Feb. 5.

Dylan Harvel had 9 
points and 4 rebounds to 
lead the Wildcats.

Landon Trammel had 
8 points and a rebound. 
Bryce Henry had 8 points 
and 2 rebounds. Ethan 
Carver had 4 points and 
6 rebounds. Joey Sulli-
van had 2 points. Daw-
son Trammel and Payton 
Denny each had a rebound 
apiece.

A-J was 9 of 26 in shot 
attempts from the field, 2 
of 7 from 3-point range 
and 7 of 16 from the free 
throw line.

The Panthers were 15 
of 23 from the field, 6 of 
17 from 3-point range and 
9 of 14 from the charity 
stripe.

A-J is scheduled to play 
Friday at Du Quoin and 
Saturday at Nashville.

Cobden games
cancelled
due to weather

T h e  C o b d e n  H i g h 
School boys’ basketball 
games with Dongola and 
Shawnee were cancelled 
last week because of the 
inclement weather.

Make up games could 
be announced later this 
week.

Cobden is scheduled to 
play at Unity Point against 
Egyptian Friday, Feb. 11. 
The Appleknockers were 
scheduled to play Shawnee 
earlier this week.

Youth wingshooting clinic, pheasant hunt scheduled
Young hunters between 

the ages of 10 and 17 can 
apply for the youth wing-
shooting clinic and Illinois 
youth pheasant hunt sched-
uled for Saturday, March 
19, at the World Shooting 
and Recreational Com-
plex, WSRC, in Randolph 
County. 

Young hunters will par-
ticipate in a wingshooting 
clinic during the morning 
with instruction from the 
Illinois Department of Nat-
ural Resources, IDNR, and 
National Sporting Clays 
Association certified wing-
shooting instructors. 

Young hunters will prac-
tice safe shotgun handling 

and operation while ad-
vancing their wingshooting 
skills during the clinic. 

Following the morning 
clinic and lunch, a pheasant 
hunt will take place during 
the afternoon. 

Young hunters must have 
successfully completed 
an approved hunter safety 
course and have a valid 
hunting license to partic-
ipate. 

Cosponsors assist the 
IDNR and the World Shoot-
ing and Recreational Com-
plex with the clinic and hunt 
by providing funding for 
the clay targets, target and 
field shot shells, and lunch 
for participants. 

Cosponsor organization 
members also provide bird 
dogs, bird dog handlers and 
hunting guides. 

The WSRC event co-
sponsors are Friends of 
the World Shooting and 
Recreational Complex, the 
National Wild Turkey Fed-
eration-Randolph County 
Cutters and Strutters Chap-
ter and the Okaw Valley 
Beagle Club. 

Permits for the wing-
shooting clinic and youth 
pheasant hunt are available 
through the IDNR Con-
trolled Pheasant Hunting 
online reservation system 
at https://dnr2.illinois.gov/
controlledhunt/. 

Select “CLICK HERE 
FOR APPLICATIONS” 
and then select “Illinois 
Youth Pheasant Hunts” to 
apply. 

IDNR noted that hunters 
need to review “Illinois 
Youth Pheasant Hunt In-
formation” and “Illinois 
Youth Pheasant Hunt Reg-
ulations” on the Controlled 
Pheasant Hunting website 
prior to applying. 

Participants in the clinic 
and hunt will be required to 
observe all guidance from 
the CDC and Illinois De-
partment of Public Health 
at the time of the event 
regarding face coverings 
and social distancing.
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Visit our website: triplecmeats.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986 46GTF

Custom ProCessing of
Beef, Pork, goat, sheeP

Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Worried about losing 
their life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 217-726-0176
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 30 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Friday morning commute
A car makes it way through the intersection of Jefferson and Main Streets early Friday morning, Feb. 

4. The streets were covered with sleet, snow and ice.

Illinois State Police recruiter
to speak at Shawnee College

The criminal justice 
department at Shawnee 
Community College near 
Ullin plans to kick off its 
spring semester speaker 
series by welcoming a 
recruiter from the Illinois 
State Police.

A state police spokesper-
son is scheduled to give a 
presentation in the educa-
tion center on the college’s 
main campus at 10 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 18.

The recruiter plans to 
share information and sto-
ries about policing, along 
with discussing law en-
forcement opportunities 
available with the Illinois 
State Police. 

The event is open to 
students in the college’s 
criminal justice program, 
as well as the general 
public. 

Officer Eric Howard is 
the criminal justice pro-
gram instructor at the col-
lege.

Howard said in a news 
release that the college’s 
criminal justice law en-
forcement speaker series 

“has been a great oppor-
tunity for our students and 
community to gain a better 
understanding of policing 
in today’s society.”

Howard said the Feb. 
18 event “will be one of 
several that we host this 
semester, and we expect it 
to draw even more visitors 
to campus who wish to 
learn more about modern 
policing.”

Darci Cather, vice presi-
dent of academic affairs at 
the college, echoed How-
ard’s comments.

Cather said the college 
is pleased that the criminal 
justice program “is continu-
ing to offer these valuable 
community education op-
portunities.”

“The program offers our 
students additional oppor-
tunities to understand what 
today’s modern police force 
looks like and how com-
munity policing is chang-
ing the way our laws are 
enforced. 

“We hope to see many of 
our community members 
here for this event along 
with our current students.”  

Howard said the event 
is open to students, faculty 
and staff at the college, as 
well as the general public.

Howard also reminds 
everyone that current Covid 
protocols for public gather-
ings will be enforced.  

For more information 
about attending the event 
in person, or about the col-
lege’s criminal justice pro-
gram, call 618-634-3225 or 
or email erich@shawneecc.
edu.    

Look...
...up in the sky...it’s...a 

plane...a jetliner which 
was leaving contrails 
under a crescent moon 
in a clear blue sky 
over Union County last 
Sunday afternoon.

Children’s
orthopedic
clinic slated

South Distr ic t  Elks 
Lodges, in cooperation 
with the Illinois Elks Chil-
dren’s Care Corporation, 
are planning to sponsor a 
free children’s orthopedic 
assessment clinic.

The clinic is scheduled 
by appointment only from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
25, at Marshall Browning 
Hospital in Du Quoin. The 
hospital is located at 900 N. 
Washington St.

Appointments can be 
made by calling the Illi-
nois Elks Children’s Care 
office at 1-800-272-0074 
between the hours of 9 
a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. There are 
no charges for any services 
at the clinic.

Dr. Alan Froehling from 
Mount Vernon is scheduled 
to be the clinician.

No medical referral is 
necessary for the clinic. 
Physicians are welcome to 
refer patients to the clinic 
for a specific reason or 
second opinion.  

School nurses are wel-
come to refer children and 
families to the clinic.

DEA reports record
seizure of fentanyl

ST. LOUIS – The federal 
Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, DEA, St. Louis 
Division broke a fentanyl 
seizure record for 2021 with 
nearly 188 kilograms seized 
through Missouri, Kansas 
and Southern Illinois.

In addition, agents and 
task force officers seized 
1,848 kilograms of meth-
amphetamine and 73 ki-
lograms of heroin, the di-
vision reported in a news 
release. 

The meth seizure amount 
was also the most in the 
division’s history. Inves-
tigators also seized 347 
weapons.

Topping off the St. Louis 
Division’s statistics for 
2021 were its efforts to cur-
tail money laundering by 
drug trafficking organiza-
tions, seizing and stopping 
$15.8 million from reaching 
its organization leaders.

“With overdose deaths 
soaring nationwide, the 

DEA’s efforts to seize 
illegal drugs, the illegal 
proceeds, and the guns 
associated with these vi-
olent enterprises is more 
important than ever,” said 
special agent in charge 
Todd Zimmerman. 

“The credit goes to our 
agents, task force officers, 
and the staff who support 
them. We’ll continue to do 
our part to prevent drug 
trafficking organizations 
from profiting from their 
criminal activities and caus-
ing harm in our communi-
ties.”

Fentanyl, a synthetic opi-
oid, is used for pain in a 
pharmaceutical setting and 
is 50 times more potent than 
heroin. 

However, drug cartels 
have been attempting to 
distribute fentanyl in re-
cord amounts, leading to 
an alarming increase in 
overdose deaths. 

DEA put out a safety alert 
in September about fentan-
yl in counterfeit pills, which 
is responsible for 75 percent 
of opioid overdose deaths.

DEA’s St. Louis Division 
seized 82 kilograms of 
fentanyl in fiscal year 2020 
and 104 kilograms in fiscal 
year 2019.

Measure expands training 
opportunities for those 
impacted by energy transition

Seeking to ensure that 
Illinoisans affected by the 
Energy Transition Act can 
access sufficient assistance, 
State Sen. Terri Bryant, 
R-Murphysboro, has filed 
legislation that would ex-
pand training opportunities 
and broaden the demograph-
ics of trainees who can take 
part in the Clean Jobs Work-
force Network Program.  

“For generations, the 
coal industry has provided 
countless hard-working 
families in Southern Illinois 
with good-paying jobs and 
financial security,” Bryant 
said in a news release. 

“It is the duty of our state 
to ensure that we provide 
adequate assistance for the 
Illinoisans impacted by our 
transition away from coal.”

The newly filed Senate 
Bill 3759 would expand 
training programs, eligi-
ble trainees and improve 
demographic reporting of 
the Clean Jobs Workforce 
Network Program by:

Defining “spouse” to 
include possible dislocated 
homemakers and signifi-
cant others of coal miners 
who may have to enter the 
workforce for either income 
or relocation reasons.

Adding Program Deliv-
ery Hub Sites to service 
Franklin and Washington 
Counties as they have the 
most employees impacted 
by the Energy Transition 
Act who don’t have a site.

Adding broadband and 
fiber optic infrastructure 
to the outline of trainable 
sectors to build upon the 
state’s efforts to increase 
statewide broadband access 

through the Connect Illinois 
initiative. 

Requiring the reporting 
of demographic data on 
potential trainees applying 
to the program delivery 
hub sites.

“These common-sense 
expansions to the Energy 
Transition Act will help 
ensure that Illinoisans ar-
en’t left behind during our 
statewide transition,” Bry-
ant said.

“By creating additional 
training hubs, expanding 
eligibility for participants, 
and broadening the curric-
ulum within these facilities 
we create more opportuni-
ties for the people of our 
state who currently face an 
uncertain future.”

The Energy Transition 
Act of 2021 created the 
Clean Jobs Workforce Net-
work Program, which was 
tasked with establishing 13 
program delivery hub sites 
throughout the state to pro-
vide reeducation and train-
ing for Black, Indigenous, 
People of Color, BIPOC, 
disadvantaged workers and 
displaced workers impacted 
by the state’s transition 
away from a carbon-based 
energy industry.

The act established the 
Clean Jobs Curriculum to 
be utilized at the hub sites. 

The curriculum consists 
of training and education 
related to solar, wind, en-
ergy efficiency, energy stor-
age, solar thermal, green 
hydrogen, geothermal, elec-
tric vehicles, renewable 
energy industries, emission 
reduction and other related 
sectors. 

Cobden Women’s
Club to meet

The Cobden Women’s 
Club plans to meet Thurs-
day, Feb. 17.

The meeting will be 
held, weather permitting, 
at 1 p.m. in the Family Life 
Center at the First Baptist 
Church in Cobden.

The club welcomes new 
members. For more infor-
mation, contact Lou Ann 
Hartline at 618-697-4848.

Follow us on Instagram @
gazettedemocrat
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Television Listings
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2022

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Wom. Col lege
Bas ket ball (Live) 
(HD)

Bang (HD) (3:45) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
Win ter Games
(Live) (HD)

Big City “Rem i nis cence”
(‘21)

“Just Mar ried”
(‘03)

“Queenpins”
Coun ter feit
scam.:30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) Young For Richer or
Poorer

Beijing 2022
Olym pic Win ter
Games (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City Eu pho ria (HD) aa “Hang -
man” (‘17) Se -
rial killer.:30 The United Bang (HD) Big City “Were wolves

Within” (‘21)
Mys te ri ous
beast.8 PM NFL Hon ors Ghosts Call Me Col lege Bas ket -

ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Go-Big Show Jessie (:05) Eu pho ria
(HD):30 B Pos i tive Piv ot ing Jessie “Man Down”

Ma rine
searches.9 PM Bull “Es pi o nage”

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Fron tal Big City (:05) “Ju das
and the Black
Mes siah” (‘21):30 Go-Big Show Big City Bil lions “STD”

(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Unsittable (:12) aa “Fa -
tale” (‘20) Ma -
nip u la tive
woman. (R)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Beijing 2022
Olym pic

Fron tal Syd ney The Best (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Ra ven Some body

:30 Night line Corden Beijing 22 Young Ra ven (:40) TBA We Need to

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Cornhole (Live) Bur gers (5:00) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
Win ter Games
(Live) (HD)

(5:20) “Movie” Mak ing of aa “Raw
Deal” (‘86)

“Shut ter Is land”
(‘10):30 Bur gers “Night mare Al -

ley” (‘21) A man 
cons a dan ger -
ous ty coon.7 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) Big Brother: Ce -

leb rity Edi tion
(HD)

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

Beijing 2022
Olym pic Win ter
Games (Live)
(HD)

ESPN Orig i nal aaa “Just
Mercy” (‘20,
Drama) A young 
law yer goes to
Al a bama. (HD)

BUNK’D “Riddick” (‘13)
Vin Die sel. Bat -
tling pred a tors.

ev ery thing

:30 Unsittable

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mad den NFL 22
Ul ti mate Bowl
Fi nale (T)

Owl House “Old Henry” A
wounded
stranger.:30 (:40) De scen dant

(HD)9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Real Time Maher
(HD)

aac “As sas -
sins” (‘95) Hit
man’s ri val. (R)
(HD)

:30 BUNK’D (:35) “The Dry”
(‘21, Crime) A
fed eral agent.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
aaa “Just
Mercy” (‘20) A
young law yer.
(HD)

BUNK’D The Gilded Age

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Beijing 2022
Olym pic

Syd ney

11 PM SportsCenter
(HD)

Unsittable Real Time Maher
(HD)

(:15) “Hay wire”
(‘12):30 Night line Corden Lo cal Beijing 22 Unsittable Bil lions

THURSDAY
7:00pm

FOX Joe Mil lion aire: For Richer or Poorer
“Ready, Set, JOE!” Kurt and Ste ven com pete
in a mil lion-dol lar re lay race, be fore go ing on a
se ries of ro man tic dates to sort the queens
from the rest. (HD)

7:45pm
SHOW Were wolves Within aac (2021) A
new for est ranger ar rives in a small town as a
mys te ri ous beast ter ror izes a small com mu nity 
and he joins forces with a postal worker to un -
cover the truth. NR (HD)

FRIDAY
8:40pm

DISN De scen dants: Wicked World The
story is told of the chil dren of sev eral vil lains,
who have been given the chance to at tend a
pre pa ra tory school in a king dom by the king
and queen’s son. TV G (HD)

9:00pm
CBS Blue Bloods “Times Like These” At ten -
tion quickly grows around a pub lic ar rest that
Frank made; Danny and Baez face an un ex -
pected de vel op ment as they in ves ti gate a
gang at tack. TV14 (HD)

9:00pm
CBS 48 Hours In ves ti ga tors take an in-depth
look at a sin gle story of real-life crime, con sid -
er ing the case from mul ti ple an gles in their
pur suit of the truth. TV14 (HD)

10:00pm
FOX I Can See Your Voice “Ep i sode 3: Kelly
Rowland, Kelly Osbourne, Brian Aus tin Green,
Cheryl Hines,” Con tes tants try to sort out the
good “Se cret Voice” from the bad, with their
pick per form ing a hi lar i ous or mov ing duet
with Kelly Rowland. TVPG (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball

“Cap tain Mar -
vel”

(5:00) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
Win ter Games
(Live) (HD)

(5:20) “Movie” (5:00) “Red 2"
(‘13)

aa “The Or -
der” (‘03)

(5:50) aaa

“He red i tary”
(‘18) Sin is ter an -
ces try.

:30 Lo cal

7 PM NBA (Live) Mag num P.I.
(HD)

9-1-1 Prison riot.
(HD)

Beijing 2022
Olym pic Win ter
Games (Live)
(HD)

UFC Pre lims
“UFC 271" (Live)

“Aveng ers: In -
fin ity War” (‘18) 
Rob ert Downey
Jr. Heroes join
bat tle.

Big City aac “Cry Ma -
cho” (‘21, West -
ern)

“The Prince”
Re tired crime
boss.:30 NBA Bas ket ball

Los An geles vs
Golden State
(Live) (HD)

Big City

8 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

The Clean ing
Lady

Big City aaac

“Midsommar”
(‘19) A young
Amer i can cou -
ple. (HD)

:30 Big City (:45) Eu pho ria
(HD)

(:32) “Blue
Ruin” (‘14) Ven -
geance.9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -

ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Big City

:30 Big City Righ teous

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

I Can See Your
Voice

Lo cal Go-Big Show Owl House (:20) “Kick-Ass
2" (‘13) Red
Mist’s re venge.

(:05) “Mas ter
and Com -
mander” (‘03,
Drama)

:30 Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Owl House aaa “What
Breaks the Ice”
(‘21)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Go-Big Show Jessie

:30 Jessie

THURSDAY

MONDAY FEBRUARY 14, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball Vir ginia vs
Vir ginia Tech

Bang (HD) (9:30) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
(HD)

(5:15) “Zom bies”
(‘18)

(5:49) aaa

“The Eyes of
Tammy Faye”
(‘21)

(5:12) “Ted” (‘12)
(HD)

Bil lions “Burn
Rate”:30 Lo cal Bang (HD)

7 PM The Bach e lor
(HD)

Neigh bor. 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) “Zom bies 2"
(‘20) At tend
prom.

aac “An ger
Man age ment”
(‘03)

We Need to
“Part 3":30 Bob Hearts Bang (HD) Beijing 2022

Olym pic (Live)
(HD)8 PM Big Brother: Ce -

leb rity
The Clean ing
Lady

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) The Gilded Age Twen ties

:30 Bang (HD) Big City “The
40-Year-Old
Vir gin” Vir gin &
cel i bate.

Twen ties

9 PM (:01) Prom ised
Land

NCIS: Hawai’i
“Lost”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Dad (HD) Big City Eu pho ria (HD) ev ery thing

:30 Close Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Mi rac u lous The Gilded Age Bil lions “Burn
Rate”:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Lo cal Dad (HD) Mi rac u lous (:43) “My
Bloody Val en -
tine” (‘09)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Beijing 2022

Olym pic
SportsCenter
(HD)

B/R Gam ing
(HD)

Mi rac u lous “Wifes Body -
guard”

“Old Henry”
(‘21):30 Night line Corden Mi rac u lous

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 15, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) (4:00) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
(HD)

Big City aaa “Red 2"
(‘13) Bruce Wil -
lis. Nu clear de -
vice.

(5:17) “Bug” (‘07)
(HD)

“Glad i a tor” (‘00)
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) FBI “Char lotte’s
Web”

The Res i dent
“Vi ral”

Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City “Ba sic In stinct”
(‘92) Ice pick
mur derer. (HD)

“Bitchin’: The
Sound and”
Gifted funk art -
ist.

:30 Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM El e men tary FBI: In ter na -
tional

The Real (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Wipeout Beijing 2022
Olym pic (HD)

Se crets To Be An -
nounced (HD):30 black-ish Se crets

9 PM Queens “2022"
(HD)

FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Wipeout Big City ac “Ba sic In -
stinct 2"
Woman se duces 
man.

“Hitsville: The
Mak ing of Mo -
town” (‘19):30 Big City (:45) The Gilded

Age10 PM Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Mi rac u lous

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Lo cal Young Mi rac u lous “Ma lig nant”
Grue some mur -
ders.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Beijing 2022

Olym pic
SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous (:05) “Riddick”
(‘13)

Bil lions “Burn
Rate”:30 Night line Corden Young Mi rac u lous

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 16, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (Live) Bang (HD) Beijing 22 Big City “In tern ship” “Amityville” (‘05) 
(HD)

“Were wolves”
(‘21):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Brook lyn Nets at 
New York
Knicks (Live)

Bang (HD) Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Big City Some body

7 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) Big Brother: Ce -
leb rity

I Can See Your
Voice

Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

All Elite Wres -
tling: Dy na mite

Big City aac “Cry Ma -
cho” (‘21, West -
ern)

aa “Raw
Deal” An un der -
cover job.

“Shut ter Is -
land” (‘10) Le o -
nardo DiCaprio.
Asy lum se crets.

:30 Big City

8 PM The Chase (HD) Amaz ing Race
(HD)

Next Level Chef
(HD)

Ra ven

:30 Ra ven (:45) The Gilded
Age

“The
Untouchables”
Fed bat tles the
mob.9 PM The Chase (HD) NCIS Mil i tary

crimes.
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

NBA Bas ket ball
Utah Jazz at Los 
An geles Lakers
(Live)

Go-Big Show Big City

:30 Lo cal Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Big City (:45) Righ teous
(HD)

aaac

“Midsommar”
(‘19) A young
Amer i can cou -
ple. (HD)

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal (:05) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
(Live) (HD)

Young Mi rac u lous

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous (:25) Bradshaw “The Birdcage”
False sex u al ity.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Young Mi rac u lous

:30 Night line Corden SC (HD) Young Mi rac u lous “Night mare”

SUNDAY
7:00pm

SHOW Your Honor “Part Eight” Jimmy puts
pres sure on Mi chael over Carlo’s trial; Adam
an nounces his plans at a fam ily din ner; Nancy
and Lee dis cover some cops aren’t be ing gen -
u ine. TVMA (HD)

7:45pm
DISN Se crets of Sul phur Springs “It’s
About Time” Grif fin needs Daisy’s help to find
out Topher’s se crets; Harper has an in ci dent
with a judge that cre ates a web of lies that per -
ma nently changes The Tre mont. TVPG

MONDAY
7:30pm

CBS Bob Hearts Abishola “Dud” Dur ing a
house warm ing party, friends and fam ily share
their thoughts on Abishola’s taste in décor af -
ter she re dec o rates Bob’s house to make it her 
own as well. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
SHOW Twen ties “Kill ing Me Softly with His
Song” Hattie starts a new job just as Nia finds
her self go ing vi ral on the Internet; Chuck re -
con nects with some one from his past at his
and Ma rie’s en gage ment party. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
FOX The Real Dirty Danc ing “How do you
call your Loverboy?” The re main ing cou ples
dance to “Do You Love Me” to see which two
pairs will prog ress to the fi nale. (HD)

9:00pm
CBS FBI: Most Wanted “Un hinged” The
team learns of an elab o rate re venge plot that
starts with a deadly ar cade fire; Hana co mes
back and tries to ad just to the new as pects of
her life. TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
HBO Cry Ma cho aac (2021, West ern) Clint
East wood, Edu ar do Minett. A one-time ro deo
star and washed-up horse breeder goes on a
jour ney af ter agree ing to take a man’s son
away from his al co holic mom and bring him
home. PG-13

8:00pm
FOX Next Level Chef “Fu sion Con fu sion”
The men tor chefs task their teams with cre at -
ing a fu sion dish in a ran domly as signed
kitchen, in or der to prove their cook ing abil ity.
(HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos (HD) 60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons Super Bowl LVI
Los An geles
Rams vs
Cincinnati
Bengals (Live)
(HD)

(5:00) Amer i can
Track

(5:00) aaa

“Lucy” (‘14)
Beijing 2022
Olym pic

“Up” (‘09) A fly -
ing house. (HD)

(:06) “Cry Ma -
cho” (‘21)
One-time ro deo
star.

“Robin Hood”
(‘18)

Bil lions “STD”
(HD):30 Bur gers

7 PM Vid eos (HD) Big Brother: Ce -
leb rity

Simp sons AKC Na tional “She’s the
Man” (‘06) Girl
in dis guise. (HD)

Beijing 2022
Olym pic “Fig ure
Skat ing - Free
Dance” (Live)

“Man Down”
Ma rine
searches.

Your Honor (HD)

:30 North (HD) Se crets

8 PM Shark Tank (HD) The Equal izer
(HD)

Bur gers AKC K9 De tect.
(T)

Se crets Eu pho ria (HD) Bil lions “Burn
Rate”:30 Fam ily Guy Hobbie aa “Fa tale”

Ma nip u la tive
woman.9 PM Shark Tank (HD) S.W.A.T. “Sen ti -

nel”
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Super Bowl Sports “Crazy Rich
Asians” (‘18)
Gemma Chan.
Wealthy fam ily.

Hobbie Righ teous We Need to
“Part 3":30 Beijing 2022

Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

NFL PrimeTime Beijing 22 Big City Some body

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams (:10) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
(Live) (HD)

Big City (:10) Eu pho ria
(HD)

aac “The
Amityville Hor -
ror” (‘05)

Bil lions “Burn
Rate”:30 SportsCenter

(HD)
Big City

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Big City Righ teous We Need to
“Part 3":30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Beijing 22 Sports Wipeout Big City Some body “Ja son Hell”

MONDAY
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News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A Sunday morning wor-

ship service was held Feb. 
6 in the church and on 
Zoom. 

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Randy Wright and the 
worship team.

The message given by 
Pastor Wright was titled “A 
Challenge to the Church.” 
Scripture was from Mat-
thew, 2 Peter, Romans, 
John, Luke and Colossians.

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and 
on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Birthday: Alex Wright, 
Feb. 12.

A combined Sunday 
School and church board 
meeting is scheduled at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, today.

Breakfast will be served 
at 9 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 13.

Adult and children’s 
Sunday School is planned 
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 
13.

A morning worship ser-
vice is planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, Feb. 13.

Quizzing is planned at 5 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 13.

A Wednesday night ser-

vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 16 in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom, with the 
youth group meeting and 
children’s Bible quizzing 
in the fellowship hall. The 
pastor can be texted pri-
or to the meeting for the 
Zoom password. 

A Prime Time Valentine 
luncheon is planned Feb. 
17 in the fellowship hall; 
meet at 11:30 a.m. and the 
meal at noon.

A grocery giveaway is 
planned from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Feb. 26.

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church 
office at 833-6702 and 
leaving a  message if nec-
essary or by calling Pastor 
Wright at 618-534-7103.

Clothing giveaway
planned at church

T h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t 
Church in Anna is plan-
ning to have a free cloth-
ing giveaway on Saturday, 
Feb. 12.

The giveaway is sched-
uled from 9 a.m. to noon. 
The church is located at 
409 Morgan St.

Friends of Stinson planning
book sale at Anna library

A book sale is planned 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
Feb. 11-13, at Stinson Memo-
rial Library in Anna.

The sale is being spon-
sored by the Friends of Stin-
son Library. Proceeds help 
to support the library, which 
is located at 409 S. Main St.

A Friends Appreciation 
Sale is scheduled from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 11. 
Those who are not members 
of the Friends of Stinson 
Library can join for $5 at 
the sale.

The sale is scheduled to be 
open to the public from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 12.

A bag sale is scheduled 

Pizza, discussion about short story set at arts center
Pizza and discussion about 

a short story are planned at 6 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 21, at the 
Anna Arts Center. The arts 
center is located at 125 W. 
Davie St. in Anna.

The short story which is 
scheduled to be discussed 

on Feb. 21 is “Hills Like 
White Elephants” by Ernest 
Hemingway.

The story can retrieved 
online at https://www.gvsd.
org/cms/lib/PA01001045/
Centricity/Domain/765/Hill-
sPDFText.pdf.  

from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 13. A full bag of books 
can be purchased for $5. 
Bags will be provided.

Organizers note that due 
to continued COVID restric-
tions, masks must be worn 
indoors and distancing is 
required.

Those who plan to come 
to the sale are asked to 
watch for signs. Entry will 
be through the front doors 
of the library only. Exit will 
be from the side door only.

In celebration of Valen-
tine’s Day, which is Feb. 
14, all patrons will have a  
chance to win a Valentine 
gift basket.

Those who want to attend 
the event are asked to read the 
story in advance and be ready 
to share their thoughts...or to 
just listen. 

Tom Caldwell will lead 
the discussion. Everyone is 
asked to bring their favorite 
drink and $3 for pizza.  

Those with questions can 
text Caldwell at 1-217-994-
3449.  

Those who want to at-
tend also are asked to RSVP 

to Caldwell by Feb. 20 so 
there is plenty of pizza to go 
around.

Caldwell is a retired col-
lege instructor who taught 
philosophy, literature and 
composition. He attended 
Eastern Illinois and Illinois 
State universities. 

He is now a part-time 
arborist who is operating a 
small orchard and tree nurs-
ery in rural Union County 
with his wife, Nancy.

The Illinois Sheriffs’ As-
sociation plans to award 
more than $58,000 in college 
scholarships throughout the 
State of Illinois to students 
who are wanting to pursue 
higher education during the 
2022-2023 academic year.

The scholarships are to be 
applied to tuition, books and 
fees only.

Students must be enrolled 
full-time at a certified institu-
tion of higher learning in the 
State of Illinois.

Union County Sheriff 
Dale Foster will be award-
ing one scholarship in the 
amount of $500.

There will be no restric-
tion on any applicant by 
reason of race, age, creed, 
color, sex or national origin.

The only limitations are 
as follows:

Applicants must be per-

Illinois Sheriffs’ Association
to award college scholarships

manent Illinois residents.
Scholarships must be uti-

lized at institutions of higher 
learning within the State of 
Illinois.

Students must be enrolled 
full-time during the 2022-
2023 school year, excluding 
the summer session.

Applications are available 
at the local sheriff’s office 
and online at www.ilsheriff.
org/youth-2/.

Students must complete 
the application, answer an 
essay question and return 
all documentation to the 
sheriff’s office in their per-
manent county of residence 
by March 15, 2022 (applica-
tions must be postmarked by 
this date).

More information is avail-
able by contacting the Union 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
833-5500.
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201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

We Carry All Major Tire Brands
And A Full Line Of Mastercraft Tires

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

Union County

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING

CALL FOR WINTER SPECIALS!
618-351-1881

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards

Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

We ca
re about your total body health and wellness.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.
618-833-2179

ozbournchiropractic.com

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ALTO PASS

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.
PASTOR - DON COX

I am reminding you, brothers and sisters, of the gospel I preached to you, which you indeed received and in which you also stand. Through it you are also being saved, 
if you hold fast to the word I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; that he was buried; that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures; that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. After that, Christ appeared to more than five hundred brothers at once, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 

Last of all, as to one born abnormally, he appeared to me. For I am the least of the apostles, not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But 
by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me has not been ineffective. Indeed, I have toiled harder than all of them; not I, however, but the grace of God that is 
with me. Therefore, whether it be I or they, so we preach and so you believed. From 1 Corinthians

*******
While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word of God, he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret. He saw two boats there alongside the lake; the 

fishermen had disembarked and were washing their nets.
Getting into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 

After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night 
and have caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.”

When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing. They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come to help them. They came 
and filled both boats so that the boats were in danger of sinking. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful 
man.” For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and likewise James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon.

Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him. From 
the Gospel of Luke
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email me 
at marthaannwebb@gmail.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Valentine’s Day
Wishing everyone a very 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
Monday, Feb. 14. Shop lo-
cal and buy your sweetheart 
flowers and candy.

Georgia Trip
Dennis and Kathy Thorn-

burg visited with their son 
Kevin, daughter-in-law 
Silvia, and their two grand-
daughters Lydia and Dalma 
in Warner Robins, Ga. 

Birthday
Gage Lee Musgrave cel-

ebrated his birthday Feb. 1.
It’s a Small World
Norm and Barb Bauer 

had a recent call from sons 
David and Tim Bauer. The 
brothers live in rural Rich-
land County, Wisconsin, 
near the villages of Cazeno-
via and La Valle. 

Cazenovia is actually 
named for a native of Hol-
land and La Valle is French, 
but the population of the 
area is mostly German. 

No surprise that the Bau-
ers have met many unrelat-
ed Bauers there even one 
friend Dave Bauer. (Bauer 
means farmer in German.)

The reason for the call 
was to tell about another 
surprise connection in Wis-
consin. 

When David Bauer at-
tended Anna’s Davie El-
ementary School, he be-
came friends with Jimmy 
McEnelly. 

Jimmy and his neighbor 
Paul Leske lived in the 
county not far from the 
Bauers. David told how 
they use to play together 
in the trees, the woods and 
the creeks.

As an adult living in 
Brookfield, Wis., David 
Bauer crossed paths again 
with Paul Leske, who told 
David that when he lived 
in Anna he had bought a 
Studebaker car from Norm 
Bauer. He said that he had 
sold it and actually liked 
it so well that he bought 
it back again. He said that 
he now (2010) lives in 
southwestern Wisconsin, up 
close to the Dells. 

Several years passed and 
David moved to Cazenovia. 
In 2022, David and Paul 
crossed paths again to dis-
cover they just live a few 
miles apart in Wisconsin. 

Paul loves La Valle, 
where the Bauer family re-
union group went last July 4 
for fireworks display. 

David further remem-
bered that Paul’s father 
Dan Leske was a barber 
on Main Street near Walter 
Hardware in the 1970s. He 
said that Mr. Leske may still 
live in the area. 

So, recently David and 
his wife Ursula, and Paul 
and his wife Gloria got 
together for dinner. They 
further discovered that Ur-
sula’s Sawakitis family and 
Paul’s family had made 
summer visits to a common 
location and they knew 
some of the same people. 
It is a small world, indeed. 

Meetings Postponed 
Due to the weather fore-

cast a lot of things were 
canceled for last week. The 
chamber dinner was moved 
to this Thursday, Feb. 10, 
at noon at The Kitchen on 
Lafayette. Lance Meisen-
heimer will be the guest 
speaker. 

The ribbon cutting in-
side the Annabelle Market 
Lundy Girl was canceled 
last Saturday until a later 
warmer date.

Honor Wreaths For 
Veterans

A special thanks to Golda 
Kesler for her donation of 
3 Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans for Donald Kesler, 
Jack Bennett and Bernoid 
Freeze. I didn’t get her letter 

Anna-Jonesboro Garden Club Annabelle propagation committee met at 
Hebrewz Coffee House. This committee experiments and determines the 
best way to propagate Annabelle hydrangeas for resale and planting in the 
community. Committee members meeting were left to right Tom Caldwell, Pete 
Housman, Marge Selinger, Susan Sherwin, Martha Ann Webb, Betty Sirles 
and Elaine Dunn (not pictured). The club always welcomes new members.

Former Anna buddies David Bauer, Tim Bauer 
and Paul Leske met in La Valle, Wis.

Farm days gone by: 
Loretta Davis Sartore 
when she was a little girl 
with her parents Daniel  
and Opal Emerson Davis 
on their family farm 
outside Dongola.

Loretta Davis Sartore 
sent me this picture of 
her sitting on top of 
her dad’s crank-start 
car, waiting for a ride 
in Union County in the 
early 1940s. If you have a 
family picture you would 
like to share for my Anna 
news please send to me 
at marthaannwebb@
gmail.com.

until Saturday and it was 
postmarked Jan. 6, 2022. I 
just don’t know what hap-
pens to our mail.

Meetings 
Monday, Feb. 7, the 

GFWC Illinois Anna-Jones-
boro Women’s Club was 
scheduled to meet at 11:30 
a.m. at El Jalepeno in Anna. 
Dan Whiteside was sched-
uled to be the guest speaker, 
to tell about his work for the 
City Of Anna and to play 
his guitar and sing. 

Tuesday, Feb. 8, the An-
na-Jo Garden Club was 
scheduled to meet at 1 p.m. 
at the fellowship hall at the 
United Methodist Church 
in Anna.

Tuesday evening at 6 
p.m., the American Legion 
was scheduled to meet in 
the back room of the VFW. 

Wednesday, Feb. 16, the 
Little Egypt Red Hat ladies 
will meet at El Jalapeno at 
11 a.m.

All of these meetings 
love to have guests and new 
members if you would like 
to attend any of them. 

News from Manhattan, 
Ill.

Loretta Davis Sartore 
is formerly from our area. 
Loretta grew up in Dongola 
and Mill Creek, and said 
she is looking for a better 
2022. 2021 had not been 
good for them. 

Their youngest daughter 
Tammi lost her husband 
May 2021 from COPD and 
heart problems. They lived 
in Manhattan also. 

Their older daughter Pat-
ti’s husband can no longer 
walk and she does home 
dialysis on him three times 
a week. They live in Creal 
Springs. 

Their son Rick Yates lives 
in Paducah and worked at 
Lowe’s in Mayfield, Ky., 
until he got sick with leu-
kemia five years ago.  

Loretta had to put her 
husband Steve in the vet-
erans home in Manteno 
last year. 

Soon after in May he 
stopped eating and went 
into hospice care in Sep-
tember and passed away 
Oct. 29, 2021. They had 
been married 50 years in 
July. 

Loretta said she loves 
reading my Anna News, the 
“roots” articles and keeping 
up with Union County. 

She enjoyed hearing 
about GFWC Illinois An-
na-Jonesboro Women’s 
Club and is in a women’s 
club where she lives. 

She loves reading County 
Line news by Suzan Harvel. 

The Will County Farm 
Bureau paper where she 
lives is putting pictures in 
the paper of farm days gone 
by. Loretta sent me a couple 
of pictures to share with my 
news she sent to the paper 
there. 

She found a picture with 
herself when she was small 
and her mother and dad, 
Daniel and Opal Davis, on 
their farm in Union County 
just out of Dongola where 
she lived until they moved 
to Mill Creek and she start-
ed high school. 

She took those pictures 
to share with the women in 
her club there and they all 
enjoyed reading about the 
Union County history.  

Loretta has younger sis-
ters Viola McKiness, Ser-
ena Peroas and Ladonna 
Spurlock but never had any 
brothers. 

She said everyone was 
OK so far. Loretta said 
Southern Illinois will al-
ways be home to her. 

Loretta said she lived 
in the small town of Mill 
Creek until she was married 
to her first husband Donald 

Yates. They met in high 
school and was married just 
after she graduated. He was 
from Anna and still has lots 
of family in Cobden area. 

After 13 years and mov-
ing from Anna to Man-
hattan the marriage didn’t 
work out, but they were all 
still family since her chil-
dren were his children also. 

Donald passed away sev-
eral years ago and her hus-
band Steve was a pallbearer 
at his funeral. 

The tornado that went 
through the small Kentucky 
town of Dawson Springs is 
where her mother Opal Em-
erson Davis was born. Her 
parents were Ethel and Ira 
Emerson. Loretta’s grand-
parents are buried there as 
well as other relatives. The 
same tornado did damage in 
the town of Mayfield. 

Loretta told me to keep 
up the good work on the 
Anna News it is her connec-
tion to home and she always 
looks foreword to reading 
the Anna News. 

I appreciated that and 
hearing from Loretta. I met 
her when she was here for 
one of their class reunions. 
She was in the class with 
my cousin Jane Lee Bauer 
Rayburn who passed away 
a couple years ago. 

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church News

February birthdays: 12 
Ramona Clark. 14 Drue 
Teske. 15 Bill Young. 16 
Judy Halter and Joy Poole. 
17 Isabella Grey. 18 Dustin 
Knop.

Attendance, Jan. 30: 8 
a.m. worship 68. 10:30 a.m. 
worship 125. Small group 
Bible study 174. 6 p.m. 
worship 12.

Sunday, Feb 13: Sunday 
school high attendance day 
and Souper Bowl Chili and 
Desserts Cookoff and fel-
lowship. After the second 
worship service their goal 
is to have 240 in Sunday 
school. 

Ministry meeting, Sun-
day, Feb. 20, at 6 p.m.

Grief Share prayer and 
Bible study, Tuesday, Feb. 
15, at 1 p.m. in the sanc-
tuary.

Momma Lou’s Crafters, 
Thursday, Feb. 24, at 6:30 
p.m. in the church base-
ment. This month’s project 
is carrots. 

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon se-
ries, Genesis the Beginning. 
This week The Sign of the 
Covenant.

Anna-Jonesboro  Gar-
den Club

The Anna-Jo Garden 
Club propagation commit-
tee met Wednesday, Feb. 2, 
at Hebrewz Coffeehouse 
to plan for increasing and 
growing our heritage An-
nabelle hydrangeas.  

This is the club’s primary 
fundraiser, which generates 
funds for scholarships, gar-
den park maintenance, Blue 
Star Memorial maintenance 
and a number of other pro-
grams and projects. 

Those who attended in-
cluded Tom Caldwell, Pete 
Housman, Marge Selinger, 
Susan Sherwin, Martha 
Ann Webb, Betty Sirles and 
Elaine Dunn.

Also on the committee 
are Pam Barker, Charlotte 
Echols, Sharon Dillow, 
Peggy Ferguson, Linda 
Karraker, Nancy Kucera 
and Julie Murphy.

Kansas Trip
Willie and Terrie Rhymer 

have been visiting this past 
weekend in Junction City, 
Kan., with their son Andy 
and family. 

Was a messy drive on the 
way out and saw several 
semi trucks in ditches along 
the way but weather coop-
erated once they arrived and 
was a nice weekend.

Class Reunion
Judy Shoemaker attend-

ed her monthly class re-
union at Fat Ed’s restaurant 
in Metropolis.

Anna First Baptist 
Church

Anna  F i r s t  Bap t i s t 
Church is already in the 
process of gathering items 
for Samaritan’s Purse’s 
Operation Christmas Box, 
which distributes donated 
gift-filled shoeboxes for 
children around the globe 

at Christmas time.  
Several  ladies at the 

church recently attended a 
meeting in Marion with rep-
resentatives for the event 
and received information 
and many hints for gather-
ing and packing items into 
the boxes. 

Members receive a list 
of gifts needed each month; 
they can donate those gifts 
or donate cash for gifts and 
shipping expenses.  

They will gather in late 
November/early Decem-
ber to fill and pack up the 
boxes.

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                                                                  By Suzan Harvel

I certainly hope that all 
of you are recovered from 
the latest weather event. 
The lingering piles and 
drifts should be gone before 
long with the temperatures 
headed back up into the 
50s. The precipitation led 
to many a bent fender, I’m 
sure.

My daughter and her 
family had an incident that 
came from a clear highway. 

Someone failed to clear 
the snow off their vehicle, 
and as they passed my 
daughter and her family on 
Highway 146, the stacked 
ice and snow broke loose 
and slammed into the wind-
shield of my daughter’s 
minivan. 

The windshield, with the 
added snow and ice hurled 
at 55 miles per hour, col-
lapsed on her and the force 
blew more of it and the 
windshield wiper back on 
my grandson in the middle 
section of the van. 

Thankfully, my son-in-
law was able to get the 
vehicle safely pulled off 
the road and called 911, 
then me. 

Let me commend the 
good Samaritan nurse who 
stopped and helped until 
the Union County EMT’s 
and sheriff’s department 
arrived. 

The van took the worst 
of it and my daughter, who 

is six months pregnant, and 
her family, are fine except 
for a lot of cuts. 

The van is another mat-
ter. It has a dented hood, 
smashed windshield, and 
it tore the side mirror off 
on the passenger side. It 
could have been much, 
much worse.  

Folks, PLEASE clear 
your vehicles before you 
get on the road. Occur-
rences like this have the 
potential to be fatal.

Mill Creek Baptist will 
be having their Valentine’s 
Day luncheon after ser-
vices, Sunday, Feb. 13. All 
are welcome. We had no 
church this past Sunday, 
along with many others, 
because of a messy park-
ing lot. 

I sure missed church. I 
missed work, the two days 
we were shut down too. It’s 
odd how those small chang-
es in my weekly routine 
throw me off. This column 
was late arriving because 
of that. 

We do have numerous 
families and folks to add to 
the prayer list. 

We were saddened to 
hear that Debbie Watson 
passed away. Funeral ser-
vices will be Saturday, Feb. 
12, for her. 

Alice Johnson in South 
Carolina, who was my 
brother-in-law, Gary’s aunt, 

also passed away. Ricky 
Penrod and Michaela Size-
more also lost their mother 
and grandmother, Barbara 
Jean Penrod. Our prayers 
go out to the families.

Kenzie Miller was in 
an ATV accident this past 
weekend and we are hope-
ful she’ll make a full re-
covery. 

Also, in need of prayers 
for recovery are Elaine Hel-
ton, who had a setback this 
past week; Vickie Harvel 
Jacobs, who developed an 
infection after her surgery, 
is recovering; and Katie 
Goss is on the mend after 
surgery; and Ginger Bow-
man added her son, Mike 
for prayer, as well.

Valentine’s Day is nearly 
here and I hope you folks 
remember your sweet-

hearts, or just someone 
who is special to you. 

The Daniel Chapman 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
sent out cards to veterans at 
several VA homes and to 
seniors at several assisted 
living facilities. 

They will also be having 
their regular meeting on 
Feb. 14 at the PAST House 
in Jonesboro. Afterwards, 
they will host bingo and 
bring snacks to the veter-
ans at the Illinois Veterans 
Home in Anna. 

I had the honor of help-
ing my grandson create his 
Valentine’s Day mailbox 
for his class party this Fri-
day. That took me back to 
many years ago when I 
created my own in school. 
It’s nice to see that some 
traditions still remain.  

Happy Valentine’s Day 
to all of you. Each of you 
are special…every day.

Need some extra cash?
Sell what you don't need 

in the classifieds.
To Place Your Ad In 

The Gazette-Democrat
Call (618) 833-2158
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruis-
er. Runs, 125K miles, needs 
work. $750.00 obo. Text 
(618)-855-0912.

tfn

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for full and part-time Custodi-
ans for Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin. Apply at 
Main Campus front desk. 
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext. 
3436.

51gpc tfn

HELP WANTED:  An-
na-Jonesboro CHSD #81 is 
accepting applications for the 
following vacancies:
• Mental Health Counselor 
– (Must have LCSW, LPC, 

LCPC, or other relevant 
qualification with 

experience providing 
mental health therapy to 

young adults)
• Hearing Interpreter 

(for an individual student)
• Agriculture Teacher 

(for 2022-23)
• Social Studies Teacher 

(for 2022-23) 
Interested applicants 

should pick up an application 
or print one from our website 
at www.aj81.net and return 
to Anna-Jonesboro CHSD 
#81, Attn: Brett Detering, 
Principal, 608 S. Main St., 
Anna, IL 62906. Please con-
tact the Principal’s Office 
at (618)-833-8502 for more 
information.

9-10gp

Wanted
ARROWHEADS! Amateur 
Archeologist is obsessed with 
the hobby. I am building a 
museum of artifacts from 
Missouri & Illinois, and 
would like to buy individual 
finds or whole collections. 
ALSO, looking for sites to 
buy or lease that have a lot 
of "flint". Happy to answer 
any questions! Call Sean, 
(314)-608-2692.

52p-1g tfn

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p5g tfn

FROG'S LAWN CARE 
SERVICE:

Mowing & Other Services 
Available.

Call for a Free Estimate,
(618)-309-3120.

8-16gpc

puBlic 
notice

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT

COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY

CANDACE LYNN 
RUTH, 

Petitioner, 
and 

NATHAN JODY EIAN 
ARMSTRONG, 

Respondent. 
No. 2021-D-39

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Notice is given you, NA-
THAN ARMSTRONG, Re-
spondent herein, that this 
cause has been commenced 
against you in this Court 
asking for a dissolution of 
marriage and other relief.

Unless you file your re-
sponse or otherwise file your 
appearance in this cause in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk of 
Union County, Courthouse, 
Anna, Illinois, on or before 
the 30th day of March, 2022, 
a judgment of dissolution of 
marriage and other relief may 
be granted as prayed for in 
the Petition.

Keri Clark, 
CIRCUIT CLERK

7-9g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
COUNTY OF UNION

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that 
a certificate was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 20th day of January, 2022, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Ele and Nels with the place 
of business located at 1315 
Mount Olive Road, Dongola, 
IL 62926 and that the True 
Names(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Peyton Lingle
1315 Mount Olive Road

Dongola, IL 62926

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

7-9gc

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
COUNTY OF UNION

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that 
a certificate was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 20th day of January, 2022, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Southern Illinois Damper 
Inspection with the place of 
business located at 640 Brid-
well Lane, Cobden, IL 62920 
and that the True Names(s) 
and Residence Address of 
the sole owner(s) and Pro-
prietor(s) of said Business is:

Jennifer L. Sternberg
640 Bridwell Lane
Cobden, IL  62920

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

7-9gc

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
COUNTY OF UNION

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that 
a certificate was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 31st day of January, 2022, 
under the Assumed Name of 
M&A Land Improvement 
with the place of business 
located at 565 Murphy School 
Road, Anna, Illinois 62906 
and that the True Names(s) 
and Residence Address of 
the sole owner(s) and Pro-
prietor(s) of said Business is:

Michael Lilly
565 Murphy School Road

Anna, IL 62906

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

8-10gc

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK,
a National Chartered 

Bank,
Plaintiff,

v.
JERRY LOVELL JR., 

and UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

Case No.:  2021-CH-8
NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above captioned matter 
on October 19, 2021 and a 
Nunc Pro Tunc Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale was 
entered on October 26, 2021, 
the Sheriff in Union County, 
will by public sale on March 
2, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Union County Courthouse, 
in Jonesboro, Illinois, sell at 
public venue to the highest 
and best bidder, for cash, or 
cashier’s check drawn on a 
federally or state chartered 
bank or savings and loan, 
the following described real 
estate:

Exhibit "A"
A PARCEL OF LAND 

BEING A PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 15, TOWN-
SHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 
2 WEST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
SAID PARCEL BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:

COMMENCING AT AN 
IRON ROD SET AT THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
SAID SOUTHEAST QUAR-
TER; THENCE S 88°51'52" 
E, 2032.86 FEET ALONG 
THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
TO AN IRONRODSET; 
THENCE N 04°29'33" W, 
308.54 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
04°29'33" W, 389.05 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET, 
THENCE N 17°11'20" W, 
264.99 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
06°49'06" W, 461.41 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET; 
THENCE N 74°05'34" E, 
381.41 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET, THIS BEING THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
SAID PARCEL AND THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE ALONG NEW 
LINES THE FOLLOWING 
TWO (2) CALLS.  THENCE 
N 23°32'42" W, 293.83 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD 
SET, THENCE N 66°27'18" 
E, 143.68 FEET, PASS-
ING AN IRON ROD SET 
AT 128.68 FEET, TO AN 
IRON ROD SET IN THE 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF STATE ROUTE 
127, THENCE S 23°32'42" E, 
313.10 FEET ALONG SAID 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE TO AN IRON ROD 
SET, THENCE S 74°05'34" 
W, 144.97 FEET ALONG A 
NEW LINE TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.

SAID PARCEL TO CON-
TAIN 1.001 ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS.

SAID PARCEL BE-
ING SUBJECT TO ALL 
RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND 

EASEMENTS, RECORDED 
OR OTHERWISE ALL SIT-
UATED IN THE COUNTY 
OF UNION, STATE OF 
ILLINOIS.

Potential buyers may 
contact John R. Schneider 
of the law firm of Johnson, 
Schneider & Ferrell, L.L.C., 
212 North Main Street, Cape 
Girardeau, MO 63701, Phone 
Number 573-335-3300 for 
information regarding this 
real estate.

At said sale, the Court will 
give the purchaser a certifi-
cate showing the amount of 
the bid, a particular descrip-
tion of the property sold, and 
the time when the purchaser 
will be entitled to a deed for 
such property unless same 
shall have been redeemed 
according to law.

Keri E. Clark
Circuit Clerk

Document prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Telephone:  573-335-3300
Facsimile:  573-335-1978

www.johnsonschneider.com 
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK, 
a National Chartered 

Bank,
Plaintiff,

vs
MICHAEL J. SMITH,
ANGELA C. SMITH, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF

 REVENUE TAX LIEN 
UNIT, 

UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.

Case No.: 2022FC3
 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, 
Michael J. Smith, Angela 
C. Smith, State of Illinois 
Department of Revenue Tax 
Lien, Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants, 
Defendants in the above 
entitled suit, that the said 

suit has been commenced in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, by the said 
Plaintiff against you and 
other defendants to foreclose 
a certain Mortgage covering 
the following described 
premises, to-wit:

EXHIBIT A
A Two (2) Acre tract of 

land located in the South 
part of the Southeast Quar-
ter (SE1/4) of the Northeast 
Quarter (NE1/4) of Section 
Thirty-five (35) and the South 
west Quarter (SW1/4) of the 
Northwest Quarter (NW1/4) 
of Section Thirty-six (36), 
all in Township Eleven (11) 
South, Range One (1) East 
of the Third (3rd) Principal 
Meridian, described as fol-
lows, to-wit:  Beginning at a 
point on the North line of the 
Northwest Quarter (NW1/4) 
of the Southwest Quarter 
(SW1/4) of Section Thirty-six 
(36) which is 14 rods East of 
the Northwest Corner thereof, 
thence West on said line 14 
rods to the Northwest Cor-
ner thereof and continuing 
West on the North line of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of 
the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) 
of Section Thirty-five (35) a 
distance of 4 rods to a point; 
thence North parallel with 
the West line of the South-
east Quarter (SE1/4) of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) 
of Section Thirty-five (35) a 
distance of 19 rods to a point, 
thence Easterly 4 rods to the 
West right-of-way line of 
the County Road, thence fol-
lowing the South line of said 
road in an Easterly direction 
14 rods to a point, thence 
South parallel with the East 
line of the Southwest Quarter 
(SW1/4) of the Northwest 
Quarter (NW1/4) of Section 
Thirty-six (36) to the North 
line of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW1/4) of the Southwest 
Quarter (SW1/4) of Section 
Thirty-six (36) which is the 
point of beginning, situated in 
Union County, Illinois.

and for other relief, that 
summons was duly issued 
out of the said Court against 
you as provided by law, and 
that said suit is still pending.

Now, therefore, unless 
you, the said Defendants, 
Michael J. Smith, Angela 
C. Smith, State of Illinois 
Department of Revenue Tax 
Lien, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in the suit, or otherwise make 

your appearance therein, in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, in the Coun-
ty Courthouse in the City 
of Jonesboro, Illinois, on 
or before the 27th Day of 
March, 2022, default may be 
entered against you and each 
of you at any time after that 
day and a decree entered in 
accordance with the prayer 
of said Complaint.

                       Keri E. Clark 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

Prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Tel: (573) 335-3300
Fax: (573)335-1978
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,

 ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the 
Estate of

MARY DARLENE 
LIGHT, Deceased

No. 2022-PR-2

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the 
death of Mary Darlene Light 
of Dongola, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued on 
January 28, 2022, to Robert 
Carlyn Light, 315 Light Lane, 
Dongola, IL 62926, whose 
attorney is Mark S. Johnson of 
Johnson, Schneider & Ferrell, 
L.L.C., 309 Division Street, P. 
O. Box 826, Cairo, IL 62914.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 West Market 
Street, Room 108, Jonesboro, 
IL 62952, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, by August 
10, 2022, or three (3) months 
from the date of mailing or 
delivery of a personal claim 
notice, whichever date is 
later, and any claim not filed 
within that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed.
   

KERI E. CLARK
Union County Circuit Clerk

9-11g

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50



Page 10 - Section A  Thursday, February 10, 2022 The Gazette-Democrat

Obituaries
Carolyn ‘Dude’ Green

Carolyn “Dude” Green, 
85, of Jonesboro, died Mon-
day, Jan. 31, 2022, at Hill-
view Healthcare in Vienna. 

She was born on Sept. 
6, 1936, in Oklahoma City, 
Okla., the daughter of Ho-
mer and Nancy Jane Ingram 
Stewart. 

She married Billy Joe 
Mays in 1954. He preceded 
her in death in 1977. She later 
married Rev. Gerald Green 
on Aug. 6, 1981. He preceded 
her in death on March 19, 2000.

She is survived by her two sons, Steve (Michelle) Mayes 
of Jonesboro and Billy (Kristie) Mayes of Oklahoma City, 
Okla.; grandchildren Sarah Bennett, Taylor Mayes, Kylie 
Everhart, JoLeesa Mayberry, Jason Ozwalt, Alisha Mayes, 
Chad Mayes and Tommy Jennings; 20 great-grandchil-
dren; nieces and nephews; other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husbands, 
Billy Joe Mayes and Rev. Gerald Green; siblings Leamon 
Stewart, twin brother Carroll Stewart, Douglas Stewart 
and Mary Belle Heck.

Mrs. Green received her LPN license and later her RN 
and worked as a consultant for various nursing homes. 

She loved the Lord and his people and was a devoted 
Christian woman. She attended Southside Church for 
many years. 

After she and Gerald married they traveled the world 
preaching, teaching and building several churches in 
foreign countries. She and Gerald held many revivals 
across the country. 

She taught children’s church and enjoyed doing the pup-
pets ministry with the children. After moving to Southern 
Illinois, she joined the Trinity Pentecostal Tabernacle in 
Jonesboro.

Mrs. Green was very proud of her Choctaw heritage. 
She loved spending time with her family, watching her 
grandchildren’s sporting events, going fishing and playing 
card games. 

Funeral services were at 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 7, at 
Trinity Pentecostal Tabernacle in Jonesboro, with the Rev. 
Geoff Bond officiating. 

Interment was in Thayer Cemetery in Thayer, Mo., on 
Tuesday, Feb. 8, at 1 p.m.  

Memorials can be made to the children’s church at the 
Trinity Pentecostal Tabernacle. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Harry Frey
Harry Frey, 78, of Cairo, died Friday, Feb. 4, at Integrity 

Healthcare in Anna. 
He was born on Feb. 19, 1943, in Cairo, the son of John 

Dennis and Nellie Lee Hodges Frey Sr. 
Funeral arrangements were pending at Crain Funeral 

Home in Cairo.
Crain Funeral Home in Cairo is in charge of arrange-

ments.
To view the full obituary or to leave 

an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Jean Cunningham
Jean Cunningham, age 95, 

of Jonesboro, Illinois, passed 
away on February 7, 2022.

He leaves his wife, Mil-
dred Casper Cunningham, 
after 73 years, 10 months of 
marriage.

Survivors include three 
children, Carla Serantoni of 
Evanston, Illinois, Richard 
Cunningham of Jonesboro 
and Donald Gene Cunning-
ham of Anna; six grandchil-
dren; 12 great-grandchildren 
and Shirley Casper, sister-in-law, of Carbondale.

Jean was a member of the Anna First Baptist Church. 
He was an avid sportsman and loved watching his  grand-
children and great-grandchildren participate in sports.

Jean’s parents, Carl and Mildred Cunningham, and his 
sister, Jeanetta Bauer, preceded him in death.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to Casper Cemetery.

Funeral services will be held at 1 p.m. Saturday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2022, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home 

in Anna. 
Visitation will be held prior to the 

funeral services from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Mary Sue Harvey
Mary Sue Harvey, 58, left 

this earthly life on Sunday, 
Jan. 23, 2022, at her home in 
Brandon, Miss., surrounded 
by her loving family and 
friends. 

She was born on Sept. 12, 
1963, in Cairo, the daughter 
of Robert Ryan McAdoo and 
Marla Lingle McAdoo.  

She graduated with honors 
from the Shawnee Communi-
ty College with an associate 
of science in nursing and was 
a registered nurse. 

Sue was a true public ser-
vant devoting her life and 
career to selflessly helping others.  

Sue had worked in nursing in many capacities, from 
emergency care to long term care, where she held the title 
of director of nursing for many years, and most recently 
had worked at the University of Mississippi Medical 
Center in Jackson.

She was of the Baptist faith and loved the Lord and 
served him faithfully. She was a true and proper lady in 
all aspects of her life, a Godly woman, incredibly strong 
and beautiful.  She cherished and loved her family and 
spending time with her children and grandchildren.  

Although a humble lady, she was a prayer warrior 
always asking GOD to guide and lead her on the path he 
wanted her to be on.  

She shared her faith to anyone she met and has left a 
legacy to her family of God’s amazing love and grace 
setting an example for her children, grandchildren and 
friends, that will lead them all their lives. 

On Dec. 29, 2003, she married Lonnie J. Harvey, who 
survives at home in Brandon, Miss. 

In addition to her husband and mother, she is survived 
by two sons, Derek (Derrick) Blume of Germantown, 
Tenn., and Thomas (Heather) Bridges of Gordonville, 
Mo.; one daughter Ashley Bridges of Anna; one step-
daughter, Amber (Stephen) Massey of Jackson, Miss.; 
two brothers, Jay (Tamarah) Jordan of Burlington, Ky., 
and Jimmy (Janey) McAdoo of Ullin; one sister Cathy 
(Ron) Spurlock of Lick Creek; five grandchildren, Brianna 
Brunner, Dawson Brunner, Isabelle Giron, Addilyn Stovall 
and Annistyn Bridges; and many nieces and nephews, all 
whom she loved deeply.

She was preceded in death by her father and by one 
son, Dustin McAdoo. 

Visitation was from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 
27, at Natchez Trace Funeral Home in Madison, Miss.

A second visitation was held from noon until the time 
of the funeral service at 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 29, at Unit-
ed Missionary Baptist Church in Lick Creek, under the 
direction of Ponder Funeral Home of Sikeston, Mo. Pastor 
Ken Wilson officiated.

Interment followed immediately in the American Le-
gion Cemetery in Dongola.

Michael E. 
‘Fatboy’ Campbell

Michael  E.  “Fatboy” 
Campbell, 56, of rural Cairo 
(Frog City), died Sunday, 
Jan. 30, 2022, at Southeast 
Hospital. 

He was born on Oct. 9, 
1965, the son of Eugene and 
Mozelle Wallace Campbell 
in Cairo. 

After graduating from Cai-
ro High School, he joined the 
United States Marines, and 
served his country for four 
years. Throughout his tours 
of duty, he visited the coun-
tries of Thailand, Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Philippines and Australia. 

He worked as a riverboat captain for 
ACBL and Hines Furlong Line out of the 
Operator’s Union IUOE Local 318. 

He was an avid motorcycle rider and loved hunting and 
fishing. He never met a stranger and everyone who ever 
met him could tell a story about him. 

He served as the president of the Alexander-Pulaski 
Sportsman Club and was a member of the Cairo Masonic 
Lodge. He loved his grandbabies and his many friends at 
the local watering holes.

Survivors include his son, Michael (Amanda) Campbell 
II and Nicholas Campbell; grandchildren Kacie and Mi-
chael III; significant other Belinda Sullivan; sisters Linda 
(Bob “Mack) Gibson, Connie (Terry) Greer and Debbie 
Thomas; and several nieces, nephews, other relatives 
and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a sister, Sue 
(Darrell) Shemwell; and a brother-in-law, Brad Thomas. 

The family held a celebration of life on Saturday, Feb. 
5, at 6 p.m. at the Alexander-Pulaski County Sportsman’s 
Club with Masonic rites. 

A graveside service took place Monday, Feb. 7, at 11 
a.m. at Mound City National Cemetery with military 
honors. 

The family requests with gratitude that memorial 
contributions be made to the Alexander-Pulaski County 
Sportsman’s Club. 

To view the obituary or to leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.crainsonline.
com.

Crain Funeral Home in Cairo was in 
charge of arrangements.

Robert J. ‘Bob’ Kohler
Robert J. “Bob” Kohler, 

95, of Anna, died Tuesday, 
Feb. 8, 2022.  

He was born on Oct. 10, 
1926, in Anna, the son of 
Sam H. and Almeda (Allie) 
Flannigan Kohler.

After graduating from high 
school he served in the U.S. 
Army in Germany during 
World War II, and on return-
ing, married the love of his 
life, Mildred Davis, on Nov. 
13, 1948, in Jonesboro.

Mr. Kohler is survived 
by three daughters, Gail 
SanJuan of Connecticut, Beverly Hill 
of Florida and Judy Miller of Anna; five 
grandchildren, Jerimiah (Jodi) Womick , 
Jessie (Herman) Wells, Jim (Jessi) Hill, 
Alex (Jennifer) SanJuan and Jonathan Costa-St.John; 
seven great-grandchildren, Sophia, Blake and Jacob Wells, 
Kyle and Maggie SanJuan, Kambryn Mira and Kalista 
Hill; and two nephews, Scott and Mike Kohler. 

He was preceded in death by parents; his wife, Mil-
dred, of 68 years; a grandson, Steven Kohler Hill; two 
brothers Sam Kohler and K.K. Kohler; and a son–in-law 
Dr. Geoffrey Hill.

Mr. Kohler was an avid gardener, fisherman and harness 
horseman.

He was a member of Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church in 
Anna and Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 of the VFW in 
Anna. He was retired from the Local Operating Engineers, 
where he worked in construction.

A memorial service will be held at a later date. Me-
morials can be made to Kornthal Church, P.O. Box 342, 
Jonesboro, Ill. 62952 or to the charity of the donor’s 
choice. Envelopes will be available at Rendleman & 
Hileman Funeral Home in Anna. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Stella Mae Cottone
Stella Mae Cottone, 92, 

of Anna, died Monday, Jan. 
24, 2022, at 12:55 a.m. at 
Liberty Village Manor Court 
in Carbondale.

She was born on Feb. 23, 
1929, the daughter of Blaine 
and Mabel Killman Foster.  

She married Eddie Cottone 
on Oct. 10, 1948, enjoying 
almost 66 years of marriage, 
prior to Eddie’s passing in 
2014.

She worked hard outside 
the home at the shoe factory, 
Union County Hospital in 
Anna and home health, but 
her favorite career by far, was serving her family.  

All family and friends who visited the home of Eddie 
and Stella never left with an empty stomach or empty 
heart.  Everyone was welcome, but above all, the children.

She was a homemaker, wife, sister and mother to Eddie, 
David and Dixie.

Survivors include her son, Eddie Cottone (Beverly) of 
Mena, Ark.; daughter Dixie Travis Georgantas (Chris) 
of Carbondale; daughter-in-law Judy Cottone of Cen-
tralia; seven grandchildren, Chance Cottone (Angela 
McGee-Cottone), Jeremy Travis (Shannon), Wendy Laws 
(Josh), Stephanie Girard-Cartier, Michael Cottone (Hol-
ly), Scott Cottone (Aina) and Lauren Niermann (Tim); 
11 great-grandchildren; great-great-grandchildren; her 
sister, Lucy Sprague; and nieces, nephews, other relatives 
and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Eddie Cottone Sr.; a son, David Cottone; a great-grand-
daughter, Gracie Niermann; and a brother-in-law, Tom 
Sprague.

A graveside funeral service was held at the Anna Cem-
etery on Thursday, Jan. 27, at 1 p.m.  A celebration of her 
life is being planned for a later date.

Memorials can be made to the Illinois Veterans Home 
in Anna or to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Crain Funeral Home Anna-Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements. 

Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband 
also, and he praises her: “Many women 
do noble things, but you surpass them 
all.” Proverbs 31:28-29

Thelma L. Vick
Thelma L. Vick, 98, of 

Tamms, died on Feb. 2, 2022, 
at Saint Francis Medical Cen-
ter in Cape Girardeau.

She was born on March 
3, 1923, in Delta, Ill., the 
daughter of Samuel Harri-
son and Pearl Melissa Allen 
Phillips.

She married Wayne Vick 
on Aug. 18, 1944. He pre-
ceded her in death on Oct. 
27, 1991. 

Mrs. Vick was a lifetime 
member of the First Baptist Church of Tamms, which 
she loved. 

She worked for Case in Rockford during World War II 
as a riveter, welding wings on airplanes. She also worked 
as a bus driver for 22 years at Egyptian School.  

She is survived by her two children, Brenda Vick and 
Michael (Dianna) Vick, both of Tamms; one grandson, 
Christopher (Amelia) Vick of Tamms; two great-grand-
daughters whom she loved dearly and cherished, Lu-
cinda and Madelyn Vick; three step-grandchildren; 11 
step-great-grandchildren; 11 step-great-great-grand-
children; one sister, Pauline Vick of Anna; two nieces, 
Kay Mowery of Anna and Debbie (Eddie) Atherton of 
Mayfield, Ky.; one nephew, Gary Honey of Tamms; her 
church family; and other family and friends.

Besides her husband and parents, she was preceded 
in death by a sister, Jewel Honey; and by five nephews, 
Doug, Glenn, Darrell, Delmar and Terry Honey. 

Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 11, at 
Crain Funeral Home in Tamms, with the Rev. Bob Kirby 
officiating.  

Visitation will be at the funeral home on Friday, Feb. 
11, from 9 a.m. until the time of funeral services.

Interment will take place following the service at Mc-
Crite Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital or to McCrite Cemetery. 

Crain Funeral Home in Tamms is in charge of arrange-
ments.

To view the full obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Obituaries Online 
annanews.com
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Emma Reynolds
Emma Reynolds, 74, of 

Anna, died Monday, Jan. 31, 
2022, at her home. 

She was born Feb. 27, 
1947, in Union County, the 
daughter of Dexter Leon and 
Verneal Barker Cobb. 

She married the love of her 
life, Richard Reynolds, on 
Nov. 5, 1971, in Jonesboro. 

Mrs. Reynolds was a won-
derful cook and enjoyed 
going out to eat from time to 
time. She enjoyed playing bingo and board games with her 
grandchildren and spending time with her sister Cheryl. 
She was a member of the Faith Community Church for 
many years. 

Mrs. Reynolds is survived by her husband of 50 years, 
Richard Reynolds of Anna; children Mary Beth (Jimmy) 
Kerber of Morley, Mo., Rodney (Lisa) Cobb of Ledbet-
ter, Ky., Greg Reinier of Jonesboro and John R. (Rene) 
Robinson of Rosiclair and Dexter (Heather) Reynolds of 
Jonesboro; grandchildren Jordan and Jeremy Cobb, John 
Kenneth and Lily Robinson, Carson and Reese Reynolds 
and Michael Wheeler; siblings Cheryl Davis of Jonesboro, 
Larry Cobb of Anna, Jerry (Debbie) Cobb of Lick Creek 
and Ty (Deanna) Cobb of Lick Creek; many nieces and 
nephews; other relatives and friends. She was preceded 
in death by her parents. 

A memorial service to celebrate her life will be held at 
noon Saturday, Feb. 19, at the Faith Community Church, 
with Pastor Ron White and the Rev. Bon Reynolds offi -
ciating. 

Friends can call from 10 a.m. until the service hour of 
noon at the church.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Jeff Powles
Jeff Powles, 59, of Tamms, 

died Thursday, Feb. 3, 2022, 
at 9:35 p.m. at Mulberry 
Manor in Anna.

Jeff was born on May 6, 
1962, in Effi ngham, the son 
of Howard Ray Powles and 
Mary Albright Powles, who 
both preceded him in death.

In his younger years, he 
enjoyed fi shing, camping and 
playing basketball. 

Jeff is remembered as hav-
ing a kind soul and being 
loved by all. He attended the 
Tamms Methodist Church.

Survivors include his brother, Stan (Alison) Powles; 
a sister, Betty Jane Powles; as well as nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

In addition to his parents, Jeff was preceded in death 
by two sisters, Sandra and Treva.

A funeral service honoring Jeff’s life was held at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 9, at Crain Funeral Home in Tamms. 
Rev. Brent Gordon offi ciated.

Burial followed in Beechwood Cemetery in Mounds. 
Crain Funeral Home in Tamms was in charge of ar-

rangements.
To view the full obituary or to leave 

an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Visiting last Sunday with 
Sue and Steve Eudy were 
Brian Eudy of Jackson, 
Mo., and Ryan Wachter and 
Rocky Smith of Jonesboro.

We extend our sympa-
thy to the family of Emma 
Reynolds of Anna who died 
Monday, Jan. 31.

Penny Hill of McClure 
visited with Shirley Miller 
of McClure.

Visiting with Maxine and 
Fred Pender of Fair City 
last Friday were Brad and 
Lori Pender of Jonesboro 
and Austin and Allison of 
Tamms. They were celebrat-
ing Lori’s birthday.

Gary Gibbs of Jonesboro 

visited with Fred and Max-
ine Pender.

Rodney and Vicki Reyn-
olds of Wolf Lake visited 
Sunday with Dolores Reyn-
olds of Reynoldsville.

There were no services 
held at Reynoldsville Mis-
sionary Baptist Church on 
Sunday, Feb. 6, because of 
the ice and snow. 

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday evening worship 
service is at 6 p.m. Rev. Ja-
mie Bridgeman is the pastor. 

Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded at 
the Union County clerk’s offi ce 
in Jonesboro:

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Salvador M. Alonso. Grantee: 
George A. Stearns. Tract 
Section 8 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Cunningham Electronics 
Corpo ra t i on .  Gran tee : 
Missouri Trust and Investment 
Company. Subdivision Name: 
Winstead Davies 1st Add. of 
Anna. Lot 17.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
First Mid Illinois Bank, First 
Mid Wealth Management 
Company. Grantee: Meghan 
O’Daniel. Subdivision Name: 
City of Anna. Lots 23, 22.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Bobby Haddock. Grantee: 
James V. Masuca. Subdivision 
Name: Lewis 1st Add. of Anna. 
Lot 32.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Linda Hallstrom. Grantee: 
Shannon L. Harnish. Tract 
Section 23 Township 13S 
Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Conita Drew-Jones, Conita 
Drew-Katz, Conita G. Drew-
Katz. Grantee: Gary Katz. 
Tract Section 24 Township 
13S Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Wunderbar Woods LLC. 
Grantee: Brandon Shields. 
Tract Section 12 Township 
12S Range 3W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Michael D. Wilson. Grantee: 
Randy Buelna. Subdivision 
Name: Grammers Add. of 
Jonesboro. Lot 57.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Julie A. Ames, Amanda M. 
Pender. Grantee: Amanda M. 
Pender. Subdivision Name: 
A.D. Finchs 2nd Add. of Anna. 
Lot 6.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Iva Lorene Osman, Robert 
L. Osman. Grantee: General 
Hardware & Supplies LLC. 
Tract Section 25 Township 
13S Range 1W. Subdivision 
Name: E. Leavenworth’s 1st 
Add. of Dongola. Lot 98.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Brandon Allen Griffi n. Grantee: 
Brooke Hubble, Cody Hubble. 
Tract Section 19 Township 
12S Range 1W. 

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Julie A. Harms, Patrick J. 
Harms. Grantee: Cache 
Farms LLC. Tract Section 
1 Township 13S Range 1E. 
Tract Section 12 Township 

13S Range 1E.
Warranty Deed. Grantor: 

Mark A. Willmann. Grantee: 
Julie Alberto Olandes. Tract 
Section 28 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Alex Belcher.  Grantee: 
Christopher W. Jones, Paula 
Y. Jones. Tract Section 25 
Township 12S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Jessie Lee Aldridge, Shirley 
A. Aldridge. Grantee: J&S 
Family Irrevocable Trust. Tract 
Section 14 Township 11S 
Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Tri State Motors Inc. Grantee: 
HW Anna Properties LLC. 
Tract Section 21 Township 
12S Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
James T. Casey, Lindsey K. 
Casey. Grantee: James T. 
Casey, Lindsey K. Casey. 
Tract Section 7 Township 12S 
Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Darrell E. Fisher, Sharon L. 
Fisher. Grantee: Stephen 
W. Odle. Tract Section 4 
Township 13S Range 1E. 
Tract Section 34 Township 
12S Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Stephen W. Odle. Grantee: 
Westley Moll. Tract Section 3 
Township 13S Range 1E.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Donald Wayne McRaven. 
Grantee: Oma Diane Hudgins, 
Daphene Raye Huffman, 
Darryl Leon McRaven, Donna 
Bernice McRaven. Tract 
Section 20 Township 13S 
Range 2W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Michael Jordan, Michael Dean 
Jordan. Grantee: Michael 
Jordan, Sandra Jordan. Tract 
Section 30 Township 12S 
Range 1W.

Traffi c Citations
The fol lowing people 

were cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
the accompanying fi nes and 
court costs as recorded at the 
Union County circuit clerk’s 
offi ce:

Christopher R. Defas-
siaux, Hot Springs Village, 
Ark., driving 21-25 mph 
above limit, $164. Tyler D. 
Zonnevylle, Anna, fail to 
reduce speed, $164.

Lexi R. Stallings, Cape 
Girardeau, driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $164. Ronnie W. 
Seals, Dongola, squealing/
screeching tires, $164.

Frajesca J. Parnell, West 
Memphis, Ark., driving 21-

25 mph above limit, $164. 
Katherine A. Sindall, Dongola, 
transport/carry alcoholic 
liquor/passenger, $164.

Kayla R. Grey, Carbon-
dale, driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164. Victor G. Lane, 
Herrin, driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $164.

Ashley N. Lascel les, 
Vienna, driving 21-25 mph 
above limit, $164. Justin Kent 
Hastie, Indianapolis, Ind., seat 
belt required/driver, $164. 

Robert I. Smith, Dongola, 
transport/carry alcoholic liquor/
passenger, $164. Michelle 
S. Rosekrans, Dongola, 
transport/carry alcoholic 
liquor/passenger, $164. 

A m b e r  N .  S t e r l i n g , 
Jonesboro, driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $164. Jazmine 
E. Bugarin, Lafayette, Ind., 
driving 21-25 mph above limit, 
$164.

Anderson Marble Wright 
Hartmann, Crystal Springs, 
Miss., driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $164. Cheri R. 
Smith, Dongola, transport/
ca r r y /a l coho l i c  l i quo r /

passenger, $164.
Haley A. Brockett, Anna, 

driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164. Daniel T. McCann, 
Munford, Tenn., driving 15-20 
mph above limit, $164.

Nathan ie l  S .  Olson, 
Champaign, driving 15-20 
mph above limit, $164. Dixiana 
C. Stephens, Cordova, Tenn., 
driving 15-20 mph above limit, 
$164. Aleksander Zemtsov, 
Hattiesburg, Miss., driving 
15-20 mph above limit, $164.

Marriage Licenses
The county clerk’s offi ce 

issued a marriage license to:
Samantha Jo Higgerson of 

Buncombe and Richard Paul 
Benefi eld of Buncombe.

Jacob Robert Myers of 
Paducah and Janna Joann 
Harner of Paducah.

Randa l l  J .  Mi l le r  o f 
Anna and Avisi Tshiseeba 
Tshiamalenge of Anna.

Allen-Michael Johnston 
of Anna and Eyrika Lynn 
Brandenburg of Carterville.

David Ray Williams of 
Anna and Sonya M. Fabec 
of Anna.

Alto Vineyards in Alto 
Pass is planning to host a 
celebration of love, family 
and friends, called “Dia 
del Amor y la Amistad” on 
Saturday, Feb. 12. 

The event  wil l  cel-
ebrate cultural diversity 
with Mexican music, food, 
specialty drinks and local 
chocolates.  

The festivities will take 
place in the expansive tast-
ing room at Alto Vineyards, 
which is located at 8515 

Vineyard celebrating cultural diversity
Route 127 in Alto Pass.

Regular Saturday hours 
at Alto Vineyards are from 
noon to 7 p.m., as posted on 
the Alto Vineyards website.

Alto Vineyards is  a 
third-generation family 
owned and operated busi-
ness.

The community is invit-
ed to attend the Valentine’s 
Day weekend event.

More information is 
available by visiting Alto 
Vineyards’ Facebook page.

General, portrait
photo workshops set
at Anna Arts Center

Shawnee Hil ls  Arts 
Council/Anna Arts Center is 
planning to offer upcoming 
photography workshops.

The workshops will be 
taught by Caleb Claxton 
Hale, a photographer, writer 
and former journalist.

Each workshop at the arts 
center, which is located at 
125 W. Davie St. in Anna, 
will last for approximately 
2 1/2 hours.

Each workshop will cost 
$20, which will go straight 
to the arts center for its 
programs and building ren-
ovations.

The workshops are open 
to all interested persons. 
No early registration is re-
quired. More information 
is available by contacting 
Hale at 618-697-0859. 

Workshops which are 
planned follow:

General Photo Work-
shop

The workshop dates and 
times include Saturday, Feb. 
12, at 10 a.m.; Thursday, 
March 10, at 7 p.m.; and 
Saturday, April 2, at 10 a.m.

The workshop will teach 
the basics of creating stron-
ger, more impactful photo-
graphs with any camera. 

The goal of the one-day 
workshop is to teach par-
ticipants to think like a 
photographer and help them 
translate the images they 
see in their mind’s eye into 
photographs for everyone 
to see.

Making the Portrait 
Workshop

Workshop dates and 
times include Saturday, 
Feb. 19, at 10 a.m.; Thurs-
day, March 24, at 7 p.m.; 
and Saturday, April 16, at 
10 a.m.

The workshop will teach 
participants how to create 
their own striking portraits 
of people. 

The one-day workshop 
will teach the two most crit-
ical elements of portraiture 
– expression and light. 

Participants will learn 
how to make connections 
with the people they are 
photographing, putting 
them at ease and getting 
the best results in any envi-
ronment.

Workshop instructor Ca-
leb Claxton Hale began 
his newspaper career in 
1999 at The Gazette-Dem-
ocrat. He began interning 
for The Southern Illinoisan 
newspaper in 2001, before 
joining the staff full-time in 
2002 after graduating from 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale. 

As a reporter, he covered 
local, state, and national 
issues and events. 

In 2007, he became The 
Southern’s fi rst online ed-
itor, helping to lead the 
newsroom’s transforma-
tion into a 24/7 informa-
tion platform with digital 
storytelling tools, such as 
video, audio and live web 
streaming. 

After leaving the paper 
in 2013, he went to work 
for the SIU Alumni Associ-
ation, where he now serves 
as the director of communi-
cations and as editor of SIU 
Alumni magazine. 

In 2016, he began pursu-
ing photography as a serious 
hobby. 

Today, he is a part-time 
portrait photographer, hav-
ing shot for several SIU-re-
lated campaigns, alumni 
magazine covers, the Miss 
Illinois Scholarship Orga-
nization, and with sever-
al dozen independent and 
agency fashion models, 
represented in cities like 
Chicago, Los Angeles, St. 
Louis, Indianapolis, Kansas 
City and Dallas.

Public Record
from the fi les at the 
Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Southern Seven urges 
everyone to be aware 
of their heart health

Cardiovascular disease, also known as heart disease, is 
the leading cause of death for men, women and people of 
most racial and ethnic groups in the United States.  

Southern Seven Health Department says that according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, CDC, 
one person dies every 36 seconds in the United States 
from heart disease.  

And every year, about 805,000 people in the United 
States have a heart attack, with most experiencing it for 
the first time.  

February is American Heart Month. Southern Seven 
Health Department reminds everyone to take note of their 
heart health.

Steps which can be taken include having blood pressure 
checked regularly, knowing the signs of a heart attack and 
talking with a doctor about steps which can be taken to 
prevent heart disease – how best to treat a diagnosis of 
heart disease.

According to the CDC, roughly 659,000 people in the 
United States die from heart disease each year; that’s one 
in every four deaths.  

Coronary artery disease, also known as coronary heart 
disease, is the most common type of heart disease, result-
ing in more than 360,000 deaths in 2019.  

Coronary artery disease affects about 18.2 million adults 
age 20 and older. About two in 10 deaths from coronary 
artery disease happen in adults less than 65 years old. 

Southern Seven Health Department advises that high 
blood pressure, high blood cholesterol and smoking are 
key risk factors for heart disease.  

Several other medical conditions and lifestyle choices 
can also put a person at a higher risk for heart disease, 
including diabetes, being overweight or obese, having an 
unhealthy diet, lack of exercise and excessive alcohol use.  

Most people don’t know they have heart disease until 
they have a heart attack. It is estimated that one in five 
heart attacks is silent. And although the person is not aware 
of it, the damage has been done.  

The signs of a heart attack can be different for everyone, 
but the most common warning signs are pain or discom-
fort in the chest, lightheadedness, nausea or vomiting, 
jaw, neck or back pain, discomfort or pain in left arm or 
shoulder, and shortness of breath.

More information about managing heart health can be 
found online by visiting cdc.gov/heartdisease.

Information about programs designed to help those 
living with or caring for someone with a chronic illness, 
including heart disease, is available by contacting South-
ern Seven Health Department at 618-634-2297.

Last week's winter storm...deja vu all over again...

Shot this photo while motoring along new U.S. Route 
51 on the way to metropolitan Anna early on Thursday 
morning, February 3. Didn’t see much traffic along the 
highway until I got closer to the big city.

Union County’s weather during the last week has been 
deja vu all over again...

Around the middle of the month during February way 
back in 2021, Mother Nature sent us a bit of an icy Val-
entine’s Day greeting.

On Valentine’s Day last year, the high temperature in 
Union County was T-W-E-L-V-E degrees. 12. Didn’t have 
to worry about the M&Ms you got for Valentine’s Day 
melting in your hand. The low that day was 2.

Things got even better the next day, when 7 inches of 
snow fell on our corner of the world. The low temperature 
on February 15 was 2 degrees again, followed by a balmy 
high of of 8. Yup. 8. 

By February 22, the high temperature was all the way 
up to 52...then it was 67 on February 24...and by March 
9, the thermometer climbed all the way to 70.  

At the time this little gem was being crafted, I did not 
know what the temperatures were in Union County last 
Thursday and Friday, other than it was very, very cold. 

Since duty called in the midst of yet another winter 
storm, yours truly managed to make it safely to The Para-
graph Factory...and back home again...on both Thursday 
and Friday. Other folks I saw on the road seemed to be 
taking it slow, especially early on Thursday morning. That 
was a good thing.

After I got home safely last Thursday, decided to toss 
common sense into the cold north wind and went for a 
walk in the midst of a winter storm warning. Probably not 
the smartest thing to do. Didn’t stay out very long. When I 
got back home, I stayed in... at least until Friday morning...

With all that being said, at least we didn’t hear the words 
“polar vortex” again...

(By the way, The Other Half continues to work on set-
ting up her 2022 garden. She was working on setting up 
a cold frame on the front porch last Sunday afternoon. 
And we are still eating goodies out of the 2021 edition of 
her gardening adventure. As mentioned last week...fresh 
garden tomatoes can’t get here soon enough...)

Enough whining about the weather...it’s time for a 
shameless plug which appears fairly frequently in this 
space...

A book sale is planned Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
Feb. 11-13, at Stinson Memorial Library in Anna. The 
sale is being sponsored by the Friends of Stinson Library. 
Proceeds help to support the library, which, as I am sure 
you already know, is located at 409 S. Main St.

A Friends Appreciation Sale is scheduled from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 11. Those who are not members of 
the Friends of Stinson Library can join for $5 at the sale. 
That’s a bargain...you bought any “brand new” books 
lately? I’ve finished one of the books that Santa brought 
for Christmas... and just about finished a second one... 
can’t have too many books around...

The sale is scheduled to be open to the public from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 12. A bag sale is scheduled 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 13. A full bag of books 
can be purchased for $5. Bags will be provided.

Organizers note that due to continued COVID restric-
tions, masks must be worn indoors and distancing is 
required. No problem.

Those who plan to come to the sale are asked to watch 
for signs. Entry will be through the front doors of the 
library only. Exit will be from the side door only.

In celebration of Valentine’s Day, which is Feb. 14, all 
patrons will have a  chance to win a Valentine gift basket.

Speaking of Valentine’s Day...
Just want to say happy Valentine’s Day to my sweet-

heart...

This photograph was taken Thursday afternoon, 
February 3. For some reason, instead of staying inside, 
where it was warm and dry, I decided to go out and 
shoot photographs. The cold made by hands hurt...
and I was wearing gloves. 

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, February 10, 1972

A 100 unit high-rise apartment building for elderly 
persons in Union County is in the planning stage, with 
construction to commence in early spring. Completion of 
the building is expected sometime in September. 

The high-rise is part of the State of Illinois’ pilot pro-
gram for new public housing to provide better housing 
for low income families in Illinois.

The site of the building has not been selected; however, 
it is believed it will be located somewhere in downtown 
Anna.

***
The Union County area experienced winter weather 

this past week when the mercury dropped to a low of 
nine above Friday, Feb. 4, never rising above 41 degrees 
throughout the week.

Twenty years of useful service were celebrated Thurs-
day evening by the Union County Hospital Auxiliary 
at their annual meeting which convened in the Nursing 
Home dining room.

From the Shiloh news: We were happy to see the ice 
leave. We still have enough ice in our back yard that one 
has to be very careful not to fall.

The IHSA Regional Basketball Tournament will be held 
at A-J again this year. The tourney begins Wednesday, 
February 23, when Shawnee meets Meridian. Immediately 
following at 8:30 p.m., A-J goes against Cobden.

Political letters to the editor
All letters to the editor endorsing, opposing or 

pertaining to political candidates must be published as 
paid election letters. They will be subject to a publication 
fee of $50.

A paid election letter must be paid for by the 
writer. If the letter is paid for by another individual or 
organization, that information must be stated, according 
to election laws.

A letter must be signed and must contain the name 
of the person who wrote the letter, the writer’s address 
and the writer’s telephone number. The telephone 
number will not be published, but must be included for 
verification purposes.

The deadline to submit a paid election letter, and 
payment for the letter, is noon on the Thursday prior to 
publication of the letter. The newspaper reserves the 
right to edit a letter for clarity, brevity and legal purposes.

PAST Heritage House Museum exhibit features 
quilt that tells story of George Washington's life

ages to represent key events 
in the life of the famous 
patriot, the creative artist 
designed and drew the sil-
houettes herself. 

She carved her own de-
signs into linoleum blocks 
and used printer’s ink to 
stamp the designs onto yel-
low satin quilt blocks.

She sewed the blocks 
together with blue satin 
sashing and finished the 
piece with lightweight bat-
ting and satin lining.  

Her mother hand-quilted 
48 stars (representing the 
48 United States) into the 
“storybook” quilt.

The exceptional artistic 
bedspread won two first-
place blue ribbon awards 
at the 1932 Illinois State 
Fair for the best art exhibit 
and the best textile fabric 
exhibit.

Union County’s Betty 
Bland inherited the heir-
loom spread from her fam-

To commemorate Presi-
dent’s Month 2022, PAST’s 
Heritage House Museum 
in Jonesboro is featuring a 
unique piece of textile art 
made in 1932.  

The hand crafted and 
stitched vintage bedspread 
tells some of the best known 
stories in the life of Ameri-
ca’s first president, George 
Washington.  

George Washington was 
born in 1732. A nationwide 
celebration was held during 
the 200th anniversary of the 
birth of the first president 
of the United States of 
America.  

University of Illinois 
graduate and Peoria teach-
er Vivian Whiting Abbott 
chose to celebrate the oc-
casion by creating a unique 
piece of textile art to exhibit 
at the 1932 Illinois State 
Fair.

When Vivian Abbott 
couldn’t find available im-

Telling a special story
A quilt telling the story of George Washington 

is featured at PAST’s Heritage House Museum in 
Jonesboro. Photo provided.

ily. She and her children 
gifted the quilt to PAST so 
that its beauty and patriotic 
story may be shared with 
others.

The Washington com-
memorative spread is on 
display in the Heritage 
House Quilt Room during 
the month of February.  

Open House Planned
PAST is planning to host 

an open house Sunday, 

Feb. 27, from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. at the Heritage 
House Museum, which is 
located at 102 S Main St. 
Jonesboro. 

Local historian and au-
thor Darrel Dexter is sched-
uled to make a presentation 
at 2 p.m., as a part of Civil 
War Weekend events. Ad-
mission is free. For more 
information, call 618-697-
1870.

Anna VFW post planning 
to serve meals during February

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna is planning 
to serve dinners during 
February.

Dinners will be served at 
the post, which is located 
at 70 VFW Ln. near Anna.

Taco Tuesday
Taco Tuesday is planned 

from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Feb. 15. Tacos will be 
served for a donation of $2 
each. The public is wel-
come and carry outs will be 
available.

Chili Dogs
Chili dogs, chili or hot 

dogs will be served on 
Thursday Feb. 10, Feb. 
17 and Feb. 24. Serving is 
planned from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. each Thursday. The 
public is welcome and carry 
outs will be available.

Fish Fry
A fish fry is planned Fri-

day, Feb. 18. Serving will 
be from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

The menu will include 
two pieces of fish, potato 

salad and baked beans for 
a $12 donation.

The public is welcome. 
Carry outs will be available.

Drive thru will be avail-
able for this meal. Drive 
thru orders must be placed 
by no later than noon on 
Feb. 18 by calling 833-7737 
to make a reservation for a 
pick up time.

Chicken and Dump-
lings

A chicken and dumplings 
dinner is planned Monday, 
Feb. 21. Serving will be 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The menu will include 
chicken and dumplings, 
mashed potatoes, green 
beans, a roll and dessert for 
a $12 donation.

The public is welcome. 
Dine in, carry outs and 
drive thru will be available. 
Drive thru orders must be 
placed by no later than 8 
p.m. on Feb. 20 by calling 
833-7737 to make a reser-
vation for a pick up time.

Someone, somewhere
wants just what you
don't need anymore.
Use a classified ad

in The Gazette-Democrat
to get yourself some extra cash.

To place your classified ad,
call 833-2158.
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