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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Winter storm watch: snow, ice in forecast

Reminder: An American 
Red Cross blood drive is 
planned from 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Feb. 24, at Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School.

***
Shawnee Community 

College was planning to 
host an American Red Cross 
blood drive on Wednesday, 
Feb. 10.

***
Southern Seven Health 

Department reports that 
testing of blood lead levels 
in children has decreased 
significantly during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

***
Don’t forget your sweet-

heart: Valentine’s Day is 
Feb. 14.

***
Presidents’ Day is Mon-

day, Feb. 15.
***

Ash Wednesday, which 
marks the beginning of 
Lent, is Feb. 17.

***
The City of Anna is 

working hard to earn a Tree 
City USA designation.

***
Anna Police Department 

Officer Jason Leek shared 
coffee from Kiki’s Coffee-
House in Anna one day last 
week with faculty and staff 
at Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School.

***
Congratulations to Cob-

den High School homecom-
ing queen Aubrey Fisher 
and king Noah Franklin. 
Cobden’s homecoming cel-
ebration was last week.

***
Cobden High School’s 

senior class won last week’s 
homecoming battle of the 
classes.

***
U.S. Rep. Mike Bost was 

planning to host a telephone 
town hall meeting Monday 
evening.

***
For the fifth time in a 

row, Saint Francis Medical 
Center in Cape Girardeau 
has received an “A” for pa-
tient safety from Leapfrog 
Hospital Safety Grade.

(continued on page 2)

Cobden High School homecoming parade
Cobden High School celebrated homecoming last week. A parade was one of the homecoming events. The parade was held 

Saturday morning. The parade began on the school grounds and went through the downtown area in Cobden. Many people were 
on hand for the special event. See more pictures from Cobden’s homecoming online at annanews.com/cobden-homecoming-2021.

Icy image
Icicles often form on rocky formations at the 

Cobden Cemetery. The sun was shining in a bright 
blue winter sky last Sunday afternoon when the 
photograph was taken. 

A winter storm watch 
issued for the region by the 
National Weather Service 
office in Paducah was set 
to remain in effect until 
Thursday afternoon, today.

Union County is included 
in the watch area, which 
included parts of Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky.

The weather service of-
fice in Paducah reported 
on its website that a “pro-
longed wintry precipitation 
event” was expected to 
occur from Tuesday night 
through Thursday, today.

“At this time, significant 
and dangerous ice accu-
mulations may be possible 
by Thursday morning,” the 
weather service warned in 
a posting on its website at 
6:09 a.m. Tuesday.

Dangerous ice accumula-
tions especially were pos-
sible for the southern tip of 
Illinois, parts of Western 
Kentucky and the Delta re-
gion of Southeast Missouri.

“Notable ice accumu-
lation” also was expect-
ed over the remainder 
of Southern Illinois and 
Southeast Missouri.

The forecast in the region 
covered by the winter storm 
watch was calling for the 
possibility of heavy mixed 
precipitation.

“Total snow accumula-
tions of up to one inch and 

ice accumulations of one 
tenth to one quarter of an 
inch” were possible, the 
weather service stated.

“Isolated power outages 
and tree damage may be 
possible, due to the ice. 
Travel may become hazard-
ous and could impact the 
morning or evening com-
mute,” the weather service 
also warned.

The forecast also is call-
ing for bitterly cold tem-
peratures.

The high temperature on 
Thursday, today, is forecast 
to be near 27 degrees, with 
a chance for snow show-
ers, freezing rain and sleet 
before 8 a.m.

The forecast for Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday and Mon-
day follows:

Friday: partly sunny, 
with a high near 23. North 
wind, 11 to 13 miles per 
hour, with gusts as high as 
20 mph. 

Friday night: mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 8. 
North wind around 11 mph.

Saturday: mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 17. North 
wind, 10 to 13 mph, with 
gusts as high as 20 mph.

Saturday night: mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 
1. North northwest wind, 
11 to 13 mph, with gusts as 
high as 21 mph.

Sunday: mostly sunny, 
with a high near 12. North 

northwest wind, 11 to 14 
mph, with gusts as high as 
20 mph.

Sunday night: mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 
1 degree below zero. North 
wind, 8 to 11 mph.

Monday: a slight chance 
of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 17. North 
wind, around 9 mph.

The Union County area 
has already experienced 
rounds of wintry weather 
during the past week.

An inch and a half of 
snow was recorded over the 
weekend.

Snow, sleet and freez-
ing rain coated the area in 
a layer of ice on Tuesday 
morning.

Flags won’t 
be placed due
to weather

Due to the extreme 
weather which is in the 
forecast for Presidents’ 
Day, Boy Scout Troop 7044 
will not be placing Ameri-
can flags out at local busi-
nesses and residences.

Presidents’ Day will be 
commemorated on Mon-
day, Feb. 15.

Troop 7044 notes that 
it appreciates the ongoing 
support from the commu-
nity.

Southern Seven: Be alert for COVID-19 vaccine scams
Southern Seven Health 

Department is warning 
people to be on the lookout 
for scam artists who are 
promising COVID-19 vac-
cines or testing. 

Staff at Southern Seven 
have already received calls 
from members of the public 
who are encountering these 
nationwide scams, which 
are now popping up in 
Southern Illinois.

“It seems scammers and 
con artists are now preying 
on people’s fears surround-
ing COVID-19 and their 
desires to get vaccinated 
against this disease,” said 
Nathan Ryder, outreach 
coordinator for Southern 
Seven’s contact tracing 
program.

Some of the many scams 
include telephone calls or 
text messages promising 
vaccine appointments in 
exchange for a payment 
over the phone. 

Online ads have also 

started appearing on Face-
book and Craigslist selling 
COVID-19 vaccine ap-
pointments. 

Scammers have also 
started the old-fashioned 
trick of going door to door 
offering the promise of CO-
VID-19 vaccines or even 
in-home COVID testing, 
some for payments of $150 
or more, Ryder said.

“Southern Seven will 
never ask you for your 
Social Security number, 
Medicare number or bank 
account information,” Ry-
der said. 

“The information we 
will ask you for when we 
call to schedule your vac-
cine appointment is very 
limited. We will also never 
ask you for a payment for 
a COVID-19 vaccine. We 
provide these vaccines for 
free.”

Ryder said the best way 
to get a COVID-19 vaccine 
at this point is to sign up 

with your local health de-
partment’s vaccine registry, 
or to contact a trusted pro-
vider like your local phar-
macy or family physician. 

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health also has 
an online list of approved 
vaccine providers. 

In the Southern Seven re-
gion, the following vaccine 
providers are also working 
to vaccinate the public:

The Rural Health Inc. 
clinic in Anna. Medicap 
Pharmacy in Anna.

Bode Drug in Vienna and 
Mounds. Massac Memo-
rial Hospital in Metropolis. 
Hardin County Hospital in 
Rosiclare. CHESI clinics in 
Cairo and Golconda.

Ryder said that it’s im-
portant to note that some 
trusted vaccine providers 
may charge an administra-
tive fee to give you the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

This is an accepted prac-
tice and generally the vac-

cine provider will bill your 
insurance company for that 
fee which is usually around 
$25. If you’re uninsured, 
you will not be forced to 
pay an administrative fee.

“If you have any ques-
tions at all or feel like some-
thing is not quite right re-
garding someone trying to 
get you vaccinated, please 
do not hesitate to call us,” 
Ryder said. 

“The public is our patient 
here at Southern Seven and 
we want to keep you healthy 
and safe from scammers 
trying to take advantage of 
you during this pandemic.”

Southern Seven adds 
that COVID-19 vaccines 
are still in very limited 
supplies. 

Southern Seven will call 
individuals on its regis-
try and schedule appoint-
ments for vaccination clin-
ics throughout the seven 
counties it serves.  

Appointments will be 

scheduled utilizing the in-
formation submitted to the 
health department’s vaccine 
registry. 

Anyone who is interested 
in getting a vaccine can add 
their name to the health 
department’s COVID-19 
vaccine registry. 

A link to the online con-
tact list has been posted on 
Southern Seven’s Facebook 
page and on the depart-
ment’s website at www.
southern7.org.

The survey can also 
be visited directly with 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n k : 
h t t p s : / / f o r m . j o t f o r m .
com/203635536921153. 

Based on current guid-
ance from Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health, 
Southern Seven Health 
Department expects to re-
ceive a weekly shipment 
of vaccine.

(continued on page 2) 
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The following Union County
banks will be closed Monday,
February 15th, in observance

of Presidents' Day.

Vaccine scams
(continued from page 1)

These vaccines will be 
distributed throughout the 
seven counties based on 
guidance from IDPH and 
the Centers for Disease 
Control & Prevention, 
CDC. 

“Currently, we are in 
Phase 1 which is charac-
terized by having access to 
a limited amount of CO-
VID-19 vaccine. It is antici-
pated we will be in Phase 
1 until the end of spring,” 
Ryder stated.

He said that Southern 
Seven is currently vaccinat-
ing individuals in Phase 1B, 
which includes essential 
workers and people 65 

years of age and older. 
“This is a very large 

group of people and it is 
anticipated that it will take 
a couple months to work 
through vaccinating this 
group,” Ryder added.

For questions regard-
ing COVID-19, contact 
Southern Seven Health 
Department at 618-634-
2297 or visit the department 
on Facebook and online at 
www.southern7.org 

More information about 
approved COVID-19 vac-
cine providers can be found 
on the state’s website at 
https://coronavirus.illinois.
gov/s/vaccination-location.

News Notes
(continued from page 1)

Oops...the Union County 
Chamber of Commerce 
plans to meet Thursday, to-
day. Last week, we said the 
meeting was last Thursday.

***
An operation to eradicate 

feral swine (wild pigs) in 
the Lusk Creek Wilderness 
area in Pope County was 
completed early this week, 
the U.S. Forest Service 
reported.

***
 Two updated pest degree 

day calculators from the 
Prairie Research Institute  
at the University of Illinois 
in Urbana-Champaign are 
available for commodity 
and specialty crop grow-
ers in Illinois, featuring 
seven-day weather fore-
casts, graphs and insect 
emergence maps to track 
accumulated degree days 
and light for the most no-
torious pests.

***
All of those in favor of 

spring, raise your hands...

Food Pantry
Challenge set

The Cobden High School 
FFA is planning a Food 
Pantry Challenge on Feb. 
22.

The FFA posted how 
the challenge will work on 
social media.

The challenge will last 
one day. A local business 
will be challenged to make 
a donation to the FFA’s food 
pantry stock up activity.

The business which is 
challenged will then chal-
lenge someone else. If the 
next business accepts the 
challenge, it continues to 
be passed on.

Donations can be in form 
of canned goods or money. 
Funds which are received 
will be used to purchase 
canned goods.

Donations will be picked 
up on Feb. 22.

The donations will ben-
efit the Cobden Food Pan-
try. All donations, in any 
amount, will be appreci-
ated.

Southern Seven update, as of Feb. 8

Total of 2,100 COVID-19 cases in Union County
The number of con-

firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Union County since the 
start of the pandemic last 
year has climbed to 2,100.

Southern Seven Health 
Department reported that 
total on Monday, Feb. 8.

The health department 
reported on Monday that 
COVID-19 claimed the life 
of one more Union County 
resident: a male in his 70s.

Southern Seven reported 

that as of Feb. 5, a total of 
4,176 COVID-19 vaccines 
had been administered in its 
service area.

Southern Seven Health 
Department serves Union, 
Alexander, Hardin, John-
son, Massac, Pope and 
Pulaski counties.

The health department 
reported four newly con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Union County on Feb. 8.

The health department 
reported the following 

number of newly confirmed 
cases in the county, by age:

One under 10. Two in 
their 30s. One in the 40s.

Total COVID-19 statis-
tics for Union County since 
the start of the pandemic, as 
of Feb. 8, follow:

2,100 cases. 2,005 recov-
ered. 69 active cases. 26 
deaths had been reported.

As of Feb. 8, the health 
department reported the 
following statistics for the 
seven area counties it serves 

36 newly confirmed 
cases. 73 newly recov-
ered cases. 249 total active 
cases. 83 total deaths. 6,308 
cumulative total cases.

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health reported 
there were 1,747 new in-
dividuals with COVID-19 
identified in the state on 
Feb. 8, bringing the con-
firmed total in Illinois to 
1,148,088 individuals, with 
19,668 deaths. 

Southern Seven Health Department welcomes 
volunteers to help at COVID-19 vaccine clinics

With the number of 
people requesting the 
COVID-19 vaccine from 
Southern Seven Health De-
partment increasing every 
day, so does the need for 
volunteers at the vaccine 
clinics.  

As of Feb. 2, the health 
department reported that  
8,000 southern seven coun-

ty residents had registered 
to be called for an appoint-
ment to get the vaccine. 

The Southern Seven 
Medical Reserve Corps, 
MRC, is a group of lo-
cally organized healthcare 
and non-healthcare volun-
teers who are working to 
strengthen the health and 
safety of the community.  

The goal of the MRC is to 
prepare volunteers before a 
natural disaster or national 
incident.  

One major activity in 
which the MRC is currently 
active is helping Southern 
Seven Health Department 
with the Mass Vaccination 
Point of Distribution, MV-
POD, clinics in the lower 
seven counties.  

Several MRC members 
have already volunteered 
and worked at some MV-
PODs and more are needed 
at nearly every level of the 
vaccination process, except 
for vaccine administration. 

Because MRC volunteers 
do not vaccinate the public 
themselves, anyone is eli-
gible to be a volunteer.  

All applicants will be vet-
ted through a background 
check and must complete 
required training prior to 
volunteering at a clinic.  
There is no set time com-
mitment to be a an MRC 
volunteer.  

As of Jan. 29, Southern 
Seven Health Department 
had administered 3,569 
doses of COVID-19 vac-

cine in the lower seven 
counties since the vaccines 
first arrived on Dec. 16, 
2020.  

As of Feb. 2, vaccina-
tions were being given to 
people within Phase 1A 
and Phase 1B, as recom-
mended by the Centers for 
Disease Control’s, CDC, 
Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices and 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health.

The vaccine is given by 
appointment only to people 
who live or work in the 
lower seven counties in 
Illinois.  

If you or someone you 
know would like to receive 
the vaccine, register with 
Southern Seven Health 
Department at www.south-
ern7.org or call 618-634-
2297 for help.

To learn more about be-
coming a Southern Seven 
MRC volunteer, contact 
Bobi Cavins, who is the 
coordinator of the program 
for the health department, 
by phone at 618-634-2297 
extension 123. Weather

Snow, ice, bitter cold
Snow, ice, rain and bit-

terly cold temperatures 
highlighted weather in the 
Union County area during 
the period of Feb. 2-8.

Precipitation included 
.41 of an inch of rain on 
Feb. 4, 1.5 inches of snow 
(.10 of an inch of melted 
precipitation) on Feb. 6 
and a trace of ice pellets on 
Feb. 6.

Temperatures during the 
period ranged from a high 
of 47 degrees to a low of 11.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Feb. 2          42 23
Wednesday, Feb. 3     45 19
Thursday, Feb. 4         47 30
Friday, Feb. 5             46 22
Saturday, Feb. 6          39 25
Sunday, Feb. 7            26 11
Monday, Feb. 8           32 21

IDNR announces $958,096 
in grant funding approved
for wildlife habitat projects

Washington, Randolph, 
Jackson, Franklin, Gallatin, 
and Hardin counties.

The position also will 
seek out additional projects 
with landowners and re-
source professionals within 
the project area. 

State Habitat funds total-
ing $102,096 were award-
ed, with the grantee provid-
ing $306,288 in matching 
funds.  

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, 
IDRN, recently announced 
the approval of $958,096 
in grants for seven wildlife 
habitat projects.

The projects were ap-
proved through the Illinois 
Habitat Fund Special Wild-
life Funds Grant Program.

The program provides 
for enhancing game and 
non-game wildlife habitat 
through projects developed 
by not-for-profit organiza-
tions and governmental 
entities.  

Funding for the Illinois 
Habitat Fund Special Wild-
life Funds Grant Program 
comes from the sale of 
Habitat Stamps.

The Illinois Habitat Fund 
Advisory Committee ap-
proved $958,096 in funding 
for seven projects.

One of the projects is a 
plan by Pheasants Forever 
to hire three full-time posi-
tions for Farm Bill biolo-
gists.

The biologists will pro-
vide conservation technical 
assistance for the restora-
tion of improved habitat 
on state owned and private 
lands totaling approximate-
ly 20,000 acres of habitat 
restoration. 

The position will help 
manage existing projects 
in Marion, Clay, Jefferson, 
Hamilton, White, Wayne, 
Richland, Lawrence, Ed-
wards, Wabash, Perry, 
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I can save you time
and money on

• Individual and Business Income Taxes
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• Tax Planning • Free e-filing

Accepting new clients
Call for an appointment
618-833-5636
Hendrix Accounting

1155 E. Vienna St. • Suite A • Anna, IL
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Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
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Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Don’t have the funds for a down 
payment on a new home? 

Participating in a down 
payment assistance 

program can alleviate 
that stress. Your loan 
officer will analyze if 
you qualify for down 
payment assistance 
through the Finally 

Home or Downpayment 
Plus programs.

 
 With the Finally Home program, the Illinois State Treasurer’s 
Office helps qualified borrowers secure sustainable mortgages by 
guaranteeing 10% of the purchase price for a five year period.

 
 Through the Downpayment Plus program, up to $6,000 may be 
available to eligible homebuyers to use toward your down payment 
and closing costs. 

 
Go to www.ajnational.com to apply for a mortgage loan

or call 833-8506 to talk to a loan officer today!
A-J Elks plan
to support Tabi

Anna-Jonesboro Elks 
Lodge No. 1641 is planning 
to have a special event on 
Friday, Feb. 12, to support 
Team Tabi. The event is 
scheduled from 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m. 

A dine-in or take out fish 
dinner with fish, slaw and 
hush puppies will be served. 

Other activities, includ-
ing raffles and more, are 
planned.

American Heart Month: 
Calming hearts, minds

February is American 
Heart Month. After the 
challenging circumstances 
that first presented them-
selves in 2020,  the Senior 
Solutions program Union 
County Hospital in Anna 
says it is more important 
than ever for us to acknowl-
edge the connection of the 
mind and body; specifically, 
the connection of the mind 
and the heart. 

In a world where many 
of us already live with dai-
ly stressors, the rise of 
COVID-19 has raised anx-
iety and stress for many, 
which over time, if not 
treated, can increase the risk 
of developing heart disease. 

On the other hand, be-
ing diagnosed with heart 
disease can do a number 
on our mental state, taking 
us down emotionally over-
whelming roads that may 
lead to depression. 

If you are someone who 
is currently battling depres-
sion or has been diagnosed 
with heart disease, it is 
important to recognize the 
impact on your physical and 
mental state. 

The good news is the 
heart and the mind have the 
ability to help each other in 
a positive way. Taking care 
of both your body and mind 
can reduce the likelihood 
of future heart attacks and 
strokes, even in those al-
ready diagnosed with heart 
disease. 

An article by Johns 
Hopkins Medicine stated: 
“Maintaining a positive 
attitude about treatment 
and holding the belief that 
our actions can have a ben-
eficial effect on our own 
health are very important. 
A person’s attitude seems 
to have a powerfully fa-
vorable effect on their abil-
ity to make behavior and 
lifestyle changes that are 
often necessary to reduce 
the risk of having future 
heart problems. A person’s 
attitude also influences the 
response to treatment.” 

Maintaining a positive 
attitude through a difficult 
health diagnosis is easier 
said than done. It is neces-
sary to recognize that for 
some it is not always an 
easy task to reach a better 
mindset, and will often 

require patience, work and 
help. 

If you are someone who 
has been diagnosed with 
heart disease and is strug-
gling emotionally, having 
honest conversations with 
loved ones can be a great 
place to start. Chances are, 
they are working through a 
lot of emotions themselves, 
and opening up to one an-
other may relieve some 
stress for both of you. 

There are actions we can 
all take to help calm both 
our hearts and our minds, 
leading to a longer, happier 
and more relaxed life. 

Things like exercise 
and a balanced diet can 
be incredible tools when it 
comes to building a healthy 
heart and mind, but it is im-
portant to remember that all 
of our bodies need different 
things. Talk to your doc-
tor about safe and healthy 
changes you can make for 
yourself when it comes to 
diet and exercise. 

For some of us, the 
thought of making changes 
may seem a bit overwhelm-
ing, and that’s OK. Find-
ing ways to relieve stress 
should be far from stressful, 
and sometimes we need to 
start with something small. 

Here is a list of simple 
suggestions that may leave 
you a little bit more relaxed, 
as well as one step closer 
to a healthier heart-mind 
connection: 

 Close your eyes and take 
a deep breath. Sit down and 
listen to calming music. Go 
to a park and take in nature. 
Think about the things you 
are grateful for.

Pay attention to the fla-
vors in your food. Have 
a kind conversation with 
yourself. Acknowledge 
your current emotion and 
allow yourself to feel that 
way. Connect with a sup-
portive loved one. 

If you are someone living 
with heart disease, fighting 
depression, caring for a 
loved one or are looking to 
take preventative steps for 
your health, remember that 
it’s OK to seek help. You 
don’t have to do it alone. 

Union County Hospital’s 
Senior Solutions Program 
is an intensive outpatient 
group therapy program de-
signed to meet the unique 
needs of senior adults living 
with symptoms of age-re-
lated depression or anxiety, 
dealing with difficult life 
transitions, a recent health 
diagnosis or the loss of a 
loved one.  

Following an individual 
assessment, patients meet 
up to three times per week 
in a supportive, encourag-
ing group setting.  

Referrals to the program 
can be made by anyone, 
including a patient’s phy-
sician, family member, 
self-referrals or another 
healthcare professional.  

For more information, 
call 833-4505 or visit http://
www.unioncountyhospital.
com/union-county-hospi-
tal/senior-emotional-health. 
The program is located at 
Union County Hospital at 
517 N. Main St. in Anna.

Civil War Weekend planned at arts center 
Civil War Weekend ac-

tivities are planned Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 
19-21, at the Shawnee Hills 
Arts Council’s Anna Arts 
Center and Heritage House 
in Jonesboro.

The upcoming events 
are being sponsored by the 
Shawnee Hills Arts Coun-
cil, the PAST organization 
of Union County and the 
Looking for Lincoln Na-
tional Heritage Area.

Blue and Gray Dinner
A Blue and Gray Dinner 

is planned at 6 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 19, at the Anna Arts 
Center. The arts center is 
located at 125 W. Davie St. 

The guest speaker is 
scheduled to be Dr. Trevor 
Steinbach from Genoa. 

Steinbach has been por-
traying Civil War medi-

cal officers since the early 
1990s. He has made more 
than 700 presentations.

The Kitchen on Lafay-
ette in Anna is catering the 
dinner. Tickets are $25. 
Those who want to pur-
chase tickets are asked to 
RSVP by no later than Feb. 
15 by emailing vabchlee@
gmail.com or calling 904-
625-1109.

Saturday: Speakers, 
Exhibits, Vendors

Saturday’s Civil War 
Weekend activities at the 
arts center are scheduled to 
include speakers, exhibits 
and vendors.

The presentations by 
speakers, as well as exhib-
its, are free and open to all.

The schedule of presen-
tations by speakers follows:

10 a.m., Dr. Trevor Stein-
bach, Medicine in the Civil 
war.

11 a.m., Dr. Susan A. 
Whitemountain, topic to be 
announced.

1 p.m., Darrel Dexter, 
The Emancipation of Harry 
in Union County, Illinois.

2 p.m., Duane Hileman, 
A Family Divided in the 
Civil War.

Reader’s Theater
A reader’s theater pre-

sentation of “Louisa May 
Alcott’s War” is planned at 
7 p.m. Saturday at the arts 
center. Admission is $10.

Open House
PAST of Union Coun-

ty plans to host an open 
house on Sunday, Feb. 21, 
at Heritage House, which is 
located at 102 S. Main St. in 
Jonesboro. 

The open house is sched-
uled from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Admission is free. 

Local Civil War items are 
scheduled to be on display. 

Traveling Exhibit
“The Illinois Freedom 

Project Traveling Exhib-
it” is scheduled to be on 
display at the arts center 
from Wednesday, Feb. 17, 
through Saturday, Feb. 20. 

Hours are from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. each day.

The exhibit is sponsored 
by the National Park Ser-
vice, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
and the Looking for Lincoln 
National Heritage Area.

“The Illinois Freedom  
Project Traveling Exhibit” 
features large story boards 
which tell about the strug-
gles for freedom in Illinois. 
Several Southern Illinois 
people are included in the 
exhibit.

Masks are required and 
social distancing will be 
practiced.

For reservations or for 
more information, call 
904-625-1109, email vab-
chlee@gmail.com or see 
www.facebook.com/An-
naArts Center.

Anna man charged with four
counts of child pornography

Union County State’s 
Attorney Tyler E. Tripp re-
ported on Feb. 2 that Robert 
Louis Craft, 33, of Anna, 
has been charged by infor-
mation with four counts of 
child pornography, with one 
count being a Class X fel-
ony and three counts being 
Class 2 felonies.  

The state’s attorney said 
that Craft is charged with 
being in possession of child 
pornography which depicts 

Anna man
charged with
sexual assault

Union County State’s 
Attorney Tyler E. Tripp on 
Feb. 2 reported that Rusty 
A. Shipley, 21, of Anna, 
has been charged by infor-
mation with three counts of 
criminal sexual assault, all 
Class 2 felonies; one count 
of aggravated criminal sex-
ual abuse, a Class 2 felony; 
and one count of unlawful 
restraint, a Class 4 felony.  

Shipley is charged with 
sexually assaulting a child 
under the age of 17 years 
during 2020 and 2021.  

Shipley was arrested in 
January following an inves-
tigation by the Anna Police 
Department.

Shipley is being held at 
the Jackson County Jail in 
Murphysboro on $250,000 
bond.  

The matter was set for a 
preliminary hearing on Fri-
day morning, Feb. 5, at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.  

VFW to serve
Valentine’s
steak dinner

A dine in or drive thru 
Valent ine’s  d inner  i s 
planned at the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Carroll P. 
Foster Post No. 3455. The 
post is located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna.

The VFW plans to serve 
the dinner Saturday, Feb. 
13, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The menu will feature 
New York strip steak, baked 
potato, salad, a roll and des-
sert for a donation of $15, 
or $25 for a couple.

Those who would like 
to order a meal are asked 
to call 833-7737 before 
noon on Feb. 12 to make 
reservations for pick up or 
dining in so the VFW can 
make sure there are not too 
many people in the back 
hall and social distancing 
can be set up.

The VFW asks everyone 
to have the correct change; 
no credit or debit cards can 
be accepted.

Star Karaoke is sched-
uled to be at the post start-
ing at 6 p.m. 

Xtreme Bar Bingo is 
planned at the VFW on 
Monday, Feb. 15. 

The kitchen is sched-
uled to open at 5:30 p.m. 
Bingo will start at 7 p.m. A 
maximum of 50 people are 
allowed at this time.

children under the age of 
13 years.  

Craft was arrested in 
January following an inves-
tigation by the Illinois State 
Police. The investigation by 
the state police continues.

Craft is being held at 
the Jackson County Jail in 
Murphysboro on $300,000 
bond.  

On Feb. 1, a bond hearing 
was held and a reduction in 
bail was denied by Judge 
Tyler R. Edmonds.  

The matter is set for a 
pretrial hearing at 9:30 a.m. 
Monday, March 15, at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.  

4-H helps to feed hungry 
families throughout Illinois

Families across Illinois 
have more food on their 
table, and youth are leading 
the way.  

4-H is investing in the 
next generation of food 
access leaders with a first 
round of Food Advocacy 
Grants aimed at helping 
youth become food ad-
vocates right in their own 
communities.

The grants provide finan-
cial support to youth-led 
projects aimed at increasing 
food security throughout 
Illinois.

The grant initiative cre-
ates a network of youth 
leaders around Illinois who 
are personally invested in 
creating food security in 
their community. 

With the successful dis-
tribution of the first grants, 
more funds will be avail-
able in late spring and hope 
to reach a geographical-
ly-diverse applicant pool 
in areas heavily impacted 
by food insecurity. 

Educators who may be 
interested in the program 
are advised to contact Beck-
er at mbbecker@illinois.
edu.

In the first round, 11 
winners from nine counties 
were chosen. 

Some of the winners 
were from the Southern 
Illinois area. 

Winners include Fun 
With Food and Micro Food 
Pantry. Both are in William-
son County.
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Full-Service 
Business 
Accounting

Let us handle your 
small business 
accounting needs
with expertise, so
you can get back to 
the things you enjoy.

What are qualified 
business income  
deductions?

Contact us today for a free 
consultation, and fi nd out how we 
can help your business succeed.

Whitney Accounting
105 Transcraft  Drive • Anna, IL

618-833-2145
Mark Chamness, CPA  • Nathan Treece, CPA

My business
can get a tax 

deduction for 
showing a profi t?
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Junior high basketball action
Host Cobden, in white, played Anna in junior 

high school basketball on Feb. 3. The image was 
captured from a video of the game which was 
posted online.

Junior high school volleyball action
Host Cobden and Shawnee faced off in junior high school volleyball action on Feb. 1. The image was 

captured from a video of the game which was posted online.

Appleknockers open
season with two wins

The Cobden High School 
boys’ basketball  team 
opened its season with a 
pair of wins.

Cobden 91, Egyptian 
43: The host Appleknockers 
built an early lead on their 
way to the South Egyptian 
Conference win Saturday, 
Feb. 6

Cobden led 28-10 after 
one quarter and 54-20 at the 
half. The Pharoahs trailed 
74-33 going into the final 
period.

Elliott Loundes led the 
way with 30 points and 10 
rebounds for Cobden.

Tyler Franklin scored 20 
points and had 6 rebounds. 
Noah Franklin posted 17 
points, 14 rebounds and 
11 assists. Sippy Zamora 
and John Eck had 6 points 
apiece, Brady Bundren, 
Brock Reynolds and Nolan 
Hand 3 each. Edwin Funes 
had 2 points and 5 rebounds.

Cobden 54 ,  Agape 
Christian 41: Visiting Cob-
den built a big first quarter 
lead on its way to the win 
in the season opener Thurs-
day, Feb. 4.

Noah Franklin had 24 
points, 11 rebounds and 7 
assists to lead Cobden.

Loundes added 20 points 
and 12 rebounds. Tyler 
Franklin had 15 points and 
5 rebounds. Eck and Funes 
had 2 points apiece and 
Reynolds added 1. Zamora 
had 8 assists

Both games featured run-
ning clocks, since Cobden 
had taken big leads in the 
contests. If a team gets 
ahead by 40 points during 
a game, a running clock 
is used for the rest of the 
matchup and only stops for 
timeouts.

Cobden, 2-0, is scheduled 
to play Thursday, today, at 
home against Meridian.

Basketball schedules
set for county teams

Season schedules have 
been released for Union 
County’s high school bas-
ketball teams.

There will be no tourna-
ments and no state playoffs 
at the  end of the season.

The Anna-Jonesboro  
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team will 
have a 15-game schedule, 
with the final game at Du 
Quoin on March 9.

The A-J girls’ team will 
have a 16-game schedule, 
with the final game at Du 
Quoin on March 8.

The Cobden High School 
boys’ basketball team will 
have an 18-game schedule, 
with the final game sched-
uled at Trico on March 13.

There will be no Cobden 

girls’ team this year.
The  Shawnee  High 

School girls have a 14-
game schedule and will 
play the final game of their 
season at home against 
Agape Christian of Herrin 
on March 12.

The  Shawnee  High 
School boys’ team will 
have a 16-game schedule, 
with the final game at home 
against Agape Christian of 
Herrin on March 12.

The Dongola boys’ team 
will have an 18-game 
schedule, with the final 
game at Meridian on March 
9.

The Dongola girls’ team 
will have a 14-game sched-
ule, with the final game at 
home against Pope CountyTFHE

A-J  boys open season
with two losses on road

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team lost 
twice to begin the season.

Massac County 50, A-J 
35:  The visiting Wildcats 
couldn’t hold a first quarter 
lead in the loss Saturday, 
Feb. 6.

A-J led 8-7 after one 
quarter. The Patriots were 
ahead 24-15 at the  half and 
37-23 after three quarters

Dylan Harvel scored 8 
points and had 7 rebounds 
to lead the way for the 
Wildcats.

Juan Valencia had 8 
points and 4 rebounds. Mad-
dox Thorpe had 6 points 
and 2 rebounds. Mason 
Watkins had 5 points and 5 
rebounds. Bryce Henry had 
4 points and 6 rebounds. 
Laighton Mixen and Ethan 
Carver had 2 points and a 
rebound apiece.

A-J was 8 of 22 in shot 
attempts from the floor, 5 of 
17 from 3-point range and 4 
of 5 from the free throw line.

Johnston City 45, A-J 
30: The Wildcats couldn’t 
hold a first quarter lead 
in their season-opening 
loss at non-conference 
foe Johnston City Friday, 
Feb. 4.

A-J led 11-6 after one 
quarter. The Indians fought 
back for an 18-18 tie at the  
half. Johnston City led 30-
26 after three quarters.

Valencia led the way for 
the Wildcats with 10 points 
and 5 rebounds. 

Harvel added 7 points 
and 3 rebounds. Thorpe had 
5 points and 5 rebounds, 
Watkins 4 points and 2 
rebounds, Henry 2 points 
and 9 rebounds and Carver 
2 points.

The Wildcats were 10 of 
27 in shot attempts from the 
field, 1 of 16 from 3-point 
range and 7 of 10 from the 
free throw line.

A-J, 0-2, is scheduled 
to play Friday at Carter-
ville and Saturday at home 
against Sparta.

A-J girls’ basketball
opens with win, loss

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ basketball  team 
opened its season with a 
win and a loss.

Nashville 50, A-J 35: 
Marlee Smith and Jaylee 
Watkins made a 3-pointer 
apiece to give  the visiting 
Lady Wildcats an early 
6-5 lead before the Lady 
Hornettes’ offense came on 
Monday, Feb. 8.

Nashville led 14-10 after 
the opening quarter and 
26-15 at the half. The Lady 
Wildcats trailed 30-19 go-
ing into the final period.

Watkins led the way with 
8 points for the Lady Wild-
cats.

Brodie Denny added 5 
points, followed by Addi-
son Denny, Anna Hess and 
Jenna Sadler with 4 apiece 
and Smith with 3.

A-J was 7 of 16 in shot 
attempts from the field, 3 
of 8  from 3-point range 
and 3 of 12 from the free 
throw line.

The Lady Hornettes were 
7 of 13 from the field, 4 of 
17 from 3-point range and 
13 of 22 from the charity 
stripe.

A-J committed 18 turn-
overs and Nashville had 23. 

A-J 45, Herrin 30: The 
Lady Wildcats pulled ahead 
in the opening quarter on 
the way to the win in their 
season opener Thursday, 
Feb. 4.

A-J led 11-10 after one 
quarter and 21-13 at the 
half. The Lady Tigers 
trailed 32-17 after three 
periods.

Watkins led the Lady 
Wildcats with 14 points and 
2 rebounds.

Olivia Capel was next 
with 9 points, followed 
by Hess with 4 points and 
6 rebounds, Smith with 
3 points and 5 rebounds, 
Brodie Denny with 2 points 
and 4 rebounds, Addison 
Denny with 6 rebounds and 
Campbell Belcher with 3 
rebounds.

A-J was 3 of 12 from the 
field, 7 of 17 from 3-point 
range and 7 of 9 from the 
free  throw line.

The Lady Tigers were 
6 of 19 from the floor, 2 
of 9 from 3-point range 
and 3 of 4 from the free 
throw line.

 Anna-Jonesboro, 1-1, is 
scheduled to play Thurs-
day, today, at home against 
Carterville and Saturday at 
Sparta.

The  Shawnee  High 
School boys’ basketball 
team has posted one victory 
over the last three seasons.

First-year Redskin coach 
William Jewell would like 
to record some more wins 
this season.

A pair of senior starters 
return from last season 
in 6-1 point guard Justin 
Kaufman and 6-3 center 
Caleb Nicholson.

Juniors on the squad are 
6-0 forward Coda Abraham 
and 5-7 guard Dustin  Smith.

Two senior starters back
for Shawnee boys' basketball

Sophomores in the mix 
are 5-10 forward Bryden 
Wills and 5-9 forward 
Hunter Wilson.

Freshmen hopefuls are 
6-0 guard Brody Wills, 5-11 
guard-forward Ryan Lib-
bert, 5-10 guard-forward 
Kayamn Ford and 5-7 guard 
Ethan Smith.

Shawnee was sched-
uled to play Wednesday 
against Dongola and is 
set to play Thursday, to-
day, at Agape Christian 
in Herrin.

A-JCHS announces
guidelines for girls’,
boys’ basketball games

Winter sports are starting 
and the Illinois High School 
Association has given the 
state’s  schools new guide-
lines to follow. 

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School an-
nounced last week that it is 
adhering to all guidelines 
given in order to allow 
athletes to play and hope-
fully stop the spread of 
COVID-19 from athlete to 
athlete.

A-JCHS announced that 
boys’ and girls’ basketball 
will be played at home and 
away.  

Players will be allowed 
two to three tickets per 
player to invite family and/
or friends to come watch 
home games in person. No 
additional fans will be ad-
mitted to the building.  

Fans will have assigned 
seats and will be asked to 
remain in their assigned 
sets, even if seats around 
them are open at the time.  

This will help reduce the 
spread of germs and make 
contact tracing easier. 

Fans are asked to come in 
the Union Hall gym doors, 
check in with the gatekeep-

er, get their temperature 
taken and sign in.  

Everyone will be re-
quired to wear masks while 
in the school building. 
No concessions will be 
offered. 

Out of town fans will not 
be admitted to any games. 
This applies to games 
played at A-JCHS and to all 
of A-J’s opponents’ schools.

Bowling will be played at 
the bowling centers. Details 
about regulations for visit-
ing fans are available from 
each center.  

A-JCHS advised that 
fans who want to watch 
home basketball games 
and some away games via 
live stream may do so by 
going to www.nfhsnetwork.
com and searching for An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School games.  There 
is a subscription fee of 
$10.99 a month or $69.99 
annually.  

Football games will also 
be streamed through the 
same service. 

As alway, basketball 
games will be broadcast on 
WIBH radio 102.5 FM and 
1440 AM. 

No seniors returning for
Shawnee girls’ basketball

Quickness is expected 
to be an asset for an inex-
perienced Shawnee High 
School girls’ basketball 
team this season.

“Speed will be our great-
est asset,” Shawnee coach 
Nathan Pitts said. “Size is 
going to be our weakness. 
We will struggle rebound-
ing.”

There are no seniors re-
turning from last year’s 
team, which didn’t play 
because of a lack of play-
ers. Shawnee did not have 
enough players to put a 
team on the floor.

The only two juniors on 
the squad are 5-10 forward 

Gabby Smith and 5-3 guard 
Autumn DeRossett.

The lone sophomore is 
5-8 guard Sylvia Bacheco.

Freshmen to be counted 
on for varsity playing min-
utes are 5-3 guard Kirsten 
Holloway, 5-6 forward 
Karsynne Livingston and 
5-8 forward Olivia Clover.

“We’re going to be a  
young team,” Pitts said. 
“But we do have some 
shooters on the team.”

Shawnee was scheduled 
to open its season Wednes-
day against Dongola. Shaw-
nee is set to play Thursday, 
today, at Agape Christian 
in Herrin.



SIU Recreational Sports
and Services offering new
online workout video series

Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale’s Recre-
ational Sports and Services, 
RSS, is offering a new 
series of workout videos 
which are available for free 
online viewing, complete 
with warm-ups and cool-
downs.

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues to affect 
the country and the region, 
RSS also continues to fi nd 
new and different ways to 
serve students, clients and 
the public. 

The latest addition is a 
series of 16 videos pro-
duced in collaboration with 
SIU’s Student Affairs mar-
keting team.

A new video will be add-
ed each Monday on the 
SIU Student Recreation 
Center’s YouTube site. 

The videos were fi lmed 
at Grinnell Hall on the SIU 
campus and feature work-
outs ranging from low-im-
pact routines to more phys-
ically demanding exercises.

Instructors include Sa-
vanna Ashbaugh, fitness 
coordinator; Logan Grace, 
student instructor; andMis-
ty Wright, instructor.

The complete workout 
library will continue to be 
available for the public to 
view and use.

The fi rst video  and a link 
to the Rec YouTube site can 

be found at rec.siu.edu/pro-
grams/fi tness/groupfi tness/.

In addition to a full slate 
of online and in-person 
offerings, RSS is offering 
a wide variety of new pro-
grams as well this spring.

For the first time, stu-
dents and RSS members 
can try scuba diving. Les-
sons are scheduled to be 
available Feb. 11. Details 
and registration are avail-
able online.

The pickleball craze that 
is sweeping the country is 
hitting RSS as well.  

Pickleball classes will 
be offered, with sessions in 
the mornings and evenings 
beginning Feb. 16. 

More information and 
online registration can be 
found at rec.siu.edu/classes-
and-events/pickleball.php. 

The Rec Center remains 
open in compliance with 
state and university safety 
guidelines.

The center offers a wide 
variety of in-person and 
online classes and events, 
including individual and 
group fitness, intramural 
sports, access inclusive 
recreation, sport clubs, base 
camp, aquatics, rock steady 
boxing, salsa dancing, sus-
tainable cycling and more. 

The rec.siu.edu website 
offers updates about pro-
grams and schedules.

State Senate committee to conduct hearing 
on COVID-19 vaccine rollout in Illinois
Statewide positivity rate stood at 3.3 percent on Monday; 1,747 new cases reported

By Tim Kirsininkas
Capitol News Illinois
tkirsininkas@capi-
tolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
state’s seven-day rolling 
average COVID-19 case 
positivity rate remained 
below 3.5 percent Monday 
while a state Senate com-
mittee announced it will 
hold a hearing regarding 
the state’s vaccination plan.

The statewide positivity 
rate stood at 3.3 percent 
Monday, marking the ninth 
consecutive day that fi gure 
has been below 4 percent. 

Public health offi cials re-
ported 1,747 new and prob-
able cases of COVID-19 
out of 47,210 test results 
over the previous 24 hours.

The positivity rate has 
continued on a steady de-
cline since Jan. 1, when it 
stood at 8.1 percent.

The state administered 
64,469 COVID-19 vac-
cinations statewide over 
the weekend, following a 
single-day record for vac-
cinations on Friday. 

As of Monday, the state 
had issued over 1.3 million 
doses, with 2.3 percent of 
the population having been 
fully vaccinated.

Illinois has ranked near 
the bottom of all 50 states in 
vaccines administered thus 
far, according to a New York 
Times database, leading 

some state lawmakers to call 
for increased transparency 
and a more effective process 
for allowing eligible resi-
dents to receive vaccines.

On Monday, Senator 
Julie Morrison, D-Lake 
Forest, announced that the 
Senate Health Committee 
will hold a special hearing 
on Thursday regarding the 
state’s COVID-19 vaccina-
tion plan.

“The COVID-19 vaccine 
is the greatest line of de-
fense we have against the 
pandemic,” Morrison said 
in a Monday news release. 

“Unfortunately, many 
people across the state who 
are eligible for the vaccine 
haven’t been able to get 
their dose – and that’s dis-
heartening.”

The release said that the 
hearing has been scheduled 
amid “hundreds of questions 
and concerns from constitu-
ents” regarding the rollout of 
the vaccine, citing a “con-
fusing” scheduling process.

“I hope this hearing will 
lead us toward a path of 
greater effi ciency,” Morri-
son said in the release.

The virtual hearing, 
scheduled for noon on 

Thursday, today, is sched-
uled to feature Illinois De-
partment of Public Health, 
IDPH, director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike, as well as representa-
tives from the Chicago and 
Sangamon County Health 
Departments.

The hearing will also 
include Walgreens and CVS 
pharmacies, the two com-
panies responsible for is-
suing COVID-19 vaccines 
at long-term care facilities 
through the federal govern-
ment’s Pharmacy Partner-
ship Program. 

As of early this week, 
212,256 doses out  of 
496,100 allocated vaccines 
had been issued at long-
term care facilities. 

According to the news 
release, the subject matter 
hearing will focus on fre-
quently asked questions 
and concerns regarding the 
rollout and supply of the 
COVID-19 vaccine, and 
aims to “help vaccine distri-
bution become more conve-
nient and readily available.”

The hearing will be 
streamed on the Illinois 
General Assembly’s web-
site, ilga.gov. The Senate 
is also accepting written 

testimony from members 
of the public.

IDPH had reported a to-
tal of 1.14 million cases of 
COVID-19 since the start 
of the pandemic. 

On Monday,  publ ic 
health offi cials reported an 
additional 35 deaths due to 
COVID-19, bringing the 
state’s death toll to 19,688.

As of Sunday night, 
2,161 individuals in Illinois 
were reported to be in the 
hospital with COVID-19. 
Of those, 469 patients were 
in the ICU and 251 were on 
ventilators.

Last week, IDPH an-
nounced that all 11 of the 
state’s public health regions 
had reached metrics to re-
turn to Phase 4 of the state’s 
Restore Illinois plan, which 
allows for some indoor ser-
vice at bars and restaurants 
as well as some activities 
like youth sports to resume.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofi t, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

Winter day at the park
Falling snow transformed the landscape at the Anna City Park. Several 

inches of snow fell on parts of the region on Jan. 27.

Taxpayers may be eligible for
Earned Income Tax Credit

The Illinois Department 
of Revenue, IDOR, says 
that taxpayers may be in 
line for a larger refund 
this year because of the 
federal Earned Income 
Tax Credit, EITC, and its 
Illinois counterpart, the 
Illinois Earned Income 
Credit, EIC. 

But to get it, individuals 
must fi le a tax return and 
claim it, IDOR notes.

Anyone who is eligible 
for the federal EITC auto-
matically qualifi es for the 
Illinois EIC, which is a re-
fundable tax credit worth up 
to 18 percent of a taxpayer’s 
federal claim. 

To be eligible for EITC/

EIC, taxpayers must meet 
certain income and residen-
cy qualifi cations and fi le a 
tax return, even if they do 
not owe any tax or are not 
required to fi le. 

The Internal Revenue 
Service recommends that 
all workers who earned 
around $56,844 or less 
learn about EITC eligibil-
ity and to use the EITC 
Assistant to fi nd out if they 
qualify. 

Taxpayers must be eli-
gible for federal EITC to 
receive the state EIC. EITC 
can mean up to a $6,660 
refund when a taxpayer fi les 
a return with qualifying 
children. 

Virtual Hemp
Summit
scheduled

The Illinois Department 
of Agriculture, IDOA, plans 
to host a virtual Hemp Sum-
mit on Tuesday, Feb. 23. 

The free online event 
is scheduled to take place 
from 9 a.m. to noon with 
presentations from grow-
ers, processors, university 
researchers, industry stake-
holders and IDOA staff.

Organizers  said the 
Hemp Summit’s agenda is 
structured to optimize the 
distribution of information 
and limit repetition during 
the three-hour event. 

Topics on the agenda 
include the 2020 growing 
season, best practices, and 
lessons learned. 

The 2021 Hemp Summit 
is free to attend, but regis-
tration is required. 

Those who are interested 
in attending can register 
online at https://www2.il-
linois.gov/sites/agr/Plants/
Pages/Hemp-Summit-Reg-
istration.aspx. 

Those who register will 
be emailed a link to the 
event on Monday, Feb. 22.

Check out 
The Gazette-Democrat 

online at 
annanews.com
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Job spoke, saying: Is not man’s life on earth a drudgery? Are not his days those of hirelings? He is a slave who longs for the shade, a hireling who waits for his wages. So I have 
been assigned months of misery, and troubled nights have been allotted to me. If in bed I say, “When shall I arise?” then the night drags on; I am filled with restlessness until the 
dawn. My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle; they come to an end without hope. Remember that my life is like the wind; I shall not see happiness again. From the Book of Job

*******
Praise the LORD, for he is good; sing praise to our God, for he is gracious; it is fitting to praise him. The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; the dispersed of Israel he gathers. He heals the 

brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. He tells the number of the stars; he calls each by name. Great is our Lord and mighty in power; to his wisdom there is no limit. The LORD 
sustains the lowly; the wicked he casts to the ground. From the Psalms

*******
Brothers and sisters: If I preach the gospel, this is no reason for me to boast, for an obligation has been imposed on me, and woe to me if I do not preach it! If I do so willingly, I 

have a recompense, but if unwillingly, then I have been entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my recompense? That, when I preach, I offer the gospel free of charge so as not to 
make full use of my right in the gospel. Although I am free in regard to all, I have made myself a slave to all so as to win over as many as possible. To the weak I became weak, to win 
over the weak. I have become all things to all, to save at least some. All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too may have a share in it. From 1st Corinthians

*******
On leaving the synagogue Jesus entered the house of Simon and Andrew with James and John. Simon’s mother-in-law lay sick with a fever. They immediately told him about her. 

He approached, grasped her hand, and helped her up. Then the fever left her and she waited on them.
When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were ill or possessed by demons. The whole town was gathered at the door. He cured many who were sick with various 

diseases, and he drove out many demons, not permitting them to speak because they knew him.
Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted place, where he prayed. Simon and those who were with him pursued him and on finding him said, “Everyone is 

looking for you.” He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby villages that I may preach there also. For this purpose have I come.” So he went into their synagogues, preaching and 
driving out demons throughout the whole of Galilee. From the Gospel of Mark
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REAL ESTATE AUCTION - “Lake Home” on “Lake of Egypt”
Sunday, March 7th 1pm - 43 Sisk Rd, Creal Springs, IL 

Super Nice 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath, Manufactured Home Sitting On Two Large Lots.

 
ANTHONY'S AUCTIONS  "State Champion Auctioneer"

618-224-9800   www.anthonysauctions.com 

COME BOAT, SKI, SWIM, FISH AND RELAX ON BEAUTIFUL LAKE OF EGYPT!

Lake View And 4 Minute Walk To Association Boat Ramp. Public Docks (Private Docks
Available). Large Deck With Privacy, Patio, And 2-Car Carport With Concrete Floor.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Route 146 E & I-57 Junction

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906
833-5986 9GTF

CheCk out our seleCtion
of sausage, steak and More!

7-9G

NOW OPEN!!!!
After a year of renovations, our VIENNA 
CLINIC is once again open to the public!

803 North 1st St. • Vienna, IL 62995
618-658-2811

News from

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Feb. 7, Pas-
tor Perry Williams spoke at 
both morning and evening 
services.

The morning message 
was based on the impor-
tance of listening, instead 
of just hearing. Scripture 
was from Mark, the parable 
of the sowing of the seed of 
the Word. 

The sermon was sent via 
transmitter for worshippers 
who stayed in their cars on 
the church’s lower parking 
lot while tuned in to their 
radios on station 87.9 FM. 

The message also was 
live streamed on Facebook, 
where it can be viewed.

The church’s Facebook 
page has videos and the 
latest information about 
possible closings.

The church plans to host 
a “Celebration of Love 
through the Decades” at 5 
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 14. 
Those who want to attend 
are asked to contact the 
church office by Thursday, 
today. 

During the morning ser-
vice, music director Dee 
Rose led worship. Kim 
Benefield sang a special 
song, “Our God is an Awe-
some God.”

Birthdays: Peyton Cly-
more, Feb. 10; Lloyd Mc-
Cann and Ernest Rhodes, 
Feb. 11.

Anniversary: Joe and 
Martha McRaven, Feb. 11.

Currently, the regular 
schedule for worship at 
Jonesboro First Baptist 
Church includes Sunday 
School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and 
Sunday evening worship 
at 6 p.m. 

Prayer and Bible study, 
as well as youth group 
meetings, are scheduled at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A morning worship 

service was held Sunday, 
Feb. 7, at 10:35 a.m. in the 
church, on Zoom and on the 
radio in the parking lot. 

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Randy Wright and the 
worship team. Special mu-
sic was provided by Jessica 
Elkin.

Sunday’s message was 
titled “Bring Down Strong-
holds in Your Life,” with 
scripture from Matthew, 
2nd Corinthians, John, 1st 
Peter, Proverbs and Luke.

The message can be 

News from

Camp Ground Church, Community
The service on Sunday 

at Camp Ground Church 
began with the sharing of 
information in celebration 
of Heritage Sunday in the 
denomination.  

Concerns and praises 
were then shared, followed 
by the intercessory prayer. 

Rev. Thompson’s sermon 
Sunday was titled, “The 
Gospel Can’t Be Quaran-
tined,” with scripture from 
Mark. 

The message shared that 
“we have been living in 

found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and 
on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Birthdays: Alex Wright, 
Feb. 12; Vonda Hill, Jacob 
Wells, Feb. 13.

Anniversary: Barron and 
Michelle Tallent, Feb. 12.

A combined Sunday 
School and church meet-
ing is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, today.

Friday night Bible study 
is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 12, on Zoom. 
Pastor Wright can be texted 
for the password prior to the 
meeting.

Illinois District Virtual 
Team Days are planned 
through March 31.

Those who want to par-
ticipate can choose to view 
sessions on their schedule.  

The courses will  be 
available in an easy for-
mat with simple links to 
each presentation through 
March 31 on the district 
website at https://illinois-
naz.org/event/team-day-
south-2021/.

Adult Sunday School 
is planned at 9:30 a.m. on 
Feb. 14.

Sunday School for chil-
dren is planned from 9:45 
a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on Feb. 
14.

A morning worship ser-
vice is planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, Feb. 14, in 
the sanctuary and on Zoom. 
The service will be avail-
able in the parking lot on 
the radio for those who do 
not feel comfortable com-
ing inside the sanctuary. 
CDC guidelines will be 
followed by wearing masks, 
social distancing and fami-
lies sitting together. 

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 17, with praise and 
worship in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom and Chil-
dren’s Bible quizzing in the 
fellowship hall, with CDC 
guidelines being followed 
by wearing masks and so-
cial distancing. The pastor 
can be texted prior to the 
meeting for the password.

Evangelism multiplica-
tion training is planned at 
6:30 p.m. on Feb. 21, Feb. 
28, March 7 and March 14, 
at the church or virtually. 
Those who want to partic-
ipate are asked to contact 
the pastor or respond to 
the event on the church’s 
Facebook page.

During this time, the 
church can be contacted by 
calling the church office 
at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary or 
by calling Pastor Wright at 
618-534-7103.

a strange time: wearing 
masks, just about every-
thing, including churches, 
have been closed at some 
point in time.

“No matter what is going 
on, you can’t quarantine the 
Gospel. It is an unstoppable 
force that will heal all facets 
of our life. It is more conta-
gious than coronavirus.

“With all the technology 
at our disposal in 2021, we 
have the ‘tools’ to bring 
about an outbreak of the 
Holy Spirit in our nation 

and world that needs a 
revival.

“We must pray for those 
who do not know Jesus and 
are in danger of hell. We 
need to be a go-between 
(intercessor) for them: for 
the Holy Spirit will move 
in their life.

“If we as Christians are 
feeling stressed as the pan-
demic has dragged on, think 
how overwhelmed those are 
who don’t lean upon Him.

“Satan is doing every-
thing He can to destroy us: 
our life, our joy, our fellow-
ship with family and fellow 
Christians.

“We must follow Jesus’ 
example: pray for others, 
care about them and share 
the good news with them.” 

Rev. Thompson conclud-
ed with a challenge: “Reach 
beyond our ‘inner circle’ 
with the love of Jesus.”

For those who feel com-
fortable with in-person 
study and worship, Camp 
Ground Church invites you 
to join them for Bible study 
at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
followed by worship at 
10:30 a.m.  

Services are also avail-
able on Zoom.  Contact 
any member of the congre-
gation to be connected to 
the link.

This week, wishes for a 
happy birthday go to Tym-
ber Roach, whose special 
day is Feb. 12.

Hess News
By Glenn Heisner

Our son’s (Danny) chil-
dren lost their grandmother 
to COVID. Her funeral was 
Saturday in Alabama.

She was a very active 
person, usually having 
about a dozen horses that 
she usually used in therapy 
for youth.

A birthday party for Hol-
ly Barringer was held at 
Bruce Williams’. It was 
family only.

We planned to eat at 
Goddard’s after church, as it 
was their first Sunday to be 
open, but ice kept us home.

Hope to get a COVID 
shot soon.

February birthdays: Alan 
Morgan on the 5th, Ernie 
Rhodes on the 10th, Fred 
Pitts on the 14th, Judy Hal-
ter on the 16th.

I would like to thank 
Barb Stute, Judith Gafner 
and Kay Johnston (two) 
for the credits on renewals 
to The Gazette-Democrat.

McGrath named
to dean’s list

Sheldon McGrath of 
Anna has been named to 
the fall semester dean’s list 
at Fontbonne University in 
St. Louis.

McGrath is a full-time 
undergraduate student who 
is earning his degree in 
business administration.

Students named to the 
dean’s list must have earned 
a grade-point average of 3.7 
or higher upon completion 
of the semester.

Anna School District names honor 
students for second quarter 

Anna School District No. 
37 has announced second 
quarter honor roll students.

5th Grade, Honor Roll
Wyatt Baker, Kendall 

Carter, Trevor Fox, Landon 
Grant, Isabella Grey, Cha-
setlyn Hernandez, Hayden 
Keller, Memphis Morse, 
Aryanna Ozment, Madalyn 
Perez, Jaysen Schnaare, 
Baleigh Shipley, Amber 
Smith, Kai VanAlstine, 
Allie Yana.

5th Grade, High Honor 
Roll

Shooter Belcher, Ava Bo-
reup, Landon Boyd, Julian 
Brust, Elina Chen, Briley 
Clay, Kinley Eddleman, 
Liam Fowler, Ava Frazier, 
Cobie Hodges, Lera Hoeh-
ner.

Camryn Kelley, Joz-
ilyn Kerr, Paisley Kerr, 
Isaiah Lieberman, Holli 
Lopez, Gabriel Morey, El-
liott Poulos, Addison Sim-
mons, Jaida Smith, Adalyn 
Suggs, Emma Thurston, 
Ella Whitaker.

6th Grade, Honor Roll
Levi Alvis, Lyra Casper, 

Wyatt Cook, Taylor Crews, 
Finley Diemer, Jasmine 
Garcia-Ledbetter, Bodhi 
Laws, Dillon Moreland, 
Lizbeth Zamora.

6th Grade, High Honor 
Roll

Mackenzie Alsonso-Ara-
gon, Revolution Chaput, 
Nicholas Cook, Hunter 
Craft, Peyton Fleming, Ha-
liegh Grizzell, Liz Hammer, 
Kayden Hammer, Tyler 
Haywood, Milla Hunter.

Evan Inman, Camiah 
Lowe, Zoe Mucher, Zane 
Plummer, Maxwel Rud-
dick, Aries Sullens, Jaron 
Taliseo, Brian Thompson, 
Beckett Thorpe, Raegan 
Wilhoite, Holly Yana.

7th Grade, Honor Roll
Aaron Bierman, Jeffery 

Campbell, Justin Dami-
an, Mariah Downs, Jordan 
Gentry, Lula Jean Griffin, 
Anastazia Kerr, Sophia Lin, 

Danica Morgan, Carson 
Pena, Aaliyah Prater, Saige 
Street.

7th Grade, High Honor 
Roll

Jaylen Althoff, Drake 
Bible, Presley Bierstedt, 
Addison Bonner,  Zoe 
Chen, Adam Clark, Kan-
sas Craig,  Kaci Davis, 
Gabe Eddings, Emma Ed-
wards, Maggie Gooden, 
Elias Harner.

Alexa Hinkle, Alexis 
Houseman, Lauren Jack-
son, Mariel McGrath, Jake 
Menees, Madison Moore, 
Layne Murray, Foster Nee-
dling.

Ethan Plott, Raelynn 
Sadler, Ally Simmons, 
Drue Teske, Logan Thomp-
son, Kale Waller, Cole 
Whitaker, Mason Yates.

8th Grade, Honor Roll

Clayton Barnhart, Noah 
Chotner, Dalton Cobb, 
Allison Fowler, Dylan Gra-
ham, Taj Hodges, Gavin 
Moore, Kaylynn Roberts.

8th Grade, High Honor 
Roll

Halsey Alonso-Aragon, 
Tristan Belcher, Keara Bi-
ble, Daylon Butler, Abby 
Clay, Kayma Dawson, 
Mia DeHarpart, Brooklynn 
Eastman, Logan Ebersohl.

Rylan Frazier, Trevor 
Goins, Cash Hodges, Nick 
Lingle, Kaitlyn Matusze-
wich, Kayla Matuszewich, 
Luke Menees, Kacey Pearl, 
Connor Richardson.

Candria Rogers, Drew 
Sadler, Zoee Sadler, Rae-
gan Sanders,  Savanah 
Smith, Klayton Taylor, 
Camden Wilhoite, Tess 
Wilkins, Ruby Yates.

Cobden church plans to serve
fish fry dinners during Lent

Lenten Friday night fish 
fry dinners at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Cobden 
are coming back.

Dates for the dinners are 
Feb. 19 and 26, and March 
5, 12, 19 and 26.

Serving of the dinners 
will be different this year. 
A select menu will be avail-
able, by pick up only, from 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

For a $10 donation, you 
will be served a generous 
portion of your choice of 
fried fish, baked fish, or a 
combo of both, along with 
baked beans, cole slaw, cu-
cumber salad and a cookie. 

Dinners will be by reser-
vation only. Contact Sherry 
at 618-559-4347 before 8 

Farm Bureau
offers Rules of
Road seminars

The Illinois Farm Bu-
reau, IFB, plans to host 
virtual Rules for the Road 
transportation seminars for 
its members. 

The seminars will focus 
on transportation laws and 
regulations as they pertain 
to the agricultural industry.

Times and dates for the 
seminars in the Southern 
Illinois region include 9:30 
a.m. Feb. 23 and 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 25.

Farmers can register with 
the Union County Farm Bu-
reau at unionfb@frontier.
com or by calling 833-2125 
to participate in a virtual 
Rules for the Road meeting 
in their region. Preregistra-
tion is required and it is free 
to attend. 

Participants in who reg-
ister before Feb. 15 will 
receive a new Illinois Rules 
for the Road handbook be-
fore the meeting.  

p.m. on Thursday to place 
an order and to select your 
pick up time of 4:30 p.m., 
4:45 p.m., 5 p.m., 5:15 p.m., 
5:30 p.m., 5:45 p.m., 6 p.m. 
or 6:15 p.m. 

For your safety, workers 
will all be masked and 
gloved. Workers ask ev-
eryone to please wear a 
mask when you pick up 
your order. 

Drive up to the front 
doors of the parish hall on 
the church grounds and 
someone will bring your 
order to you. The church is 
located at 101 N. Centenni-
al in Cobden.

Make checks out to St. 
Ann’s Sodality or have 
correct change.

Real estate, mobile home
delinquent tax sale planned

Union County, as trustee, 
has completed its tax deed 
proceedings on real estate 
properties that were delin-
quent for 2016 and mobile 
homes that were delinquent 
for 2017 and prior real es-
tate taxes.

The county, as trustee, 
now will offer for sale 
the real estate and mo-
bile homes obtained to the 
public.

The county will offer ap-
proximately 28 real estate 
items and 28 mobile home 
items through a sealed bid 
auction sale.

All sealed bids must be 
in the Union County trea-
surer’s office located in the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St., Room 
123, Jonesboro, Ill. 62952, 

no later than the close of 
business on Feb. 26.

The required minimum 
bid on real estate is $810, and 
on mobile homes is $900.

All items will be sold to 
the highest sealed bid re-
ceived on or before Feb. 26.

Complete bidder’s packets 
and sale catalogs are avail-
able at the Union County 
treasurer’s office or online 
at www.iltaxsale.com.

For more information, 
contact the auction sale de-
partment of the Union Coun-
ty tax agent’s office.

The telephone numbers 
are 800-248-2850 or 618-
656-5744. The department 
also can be visited online at 
www.iltaxsale.com. 

Office hours are scheduled 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Valentine’s Day
Wishing everyone a very 

Happy Valentine’s Day.
Art Work
Marie  Samuel  sa id 

A-JCHS has some great 
artists and the art program 
is exceptional to provide 
instruction in varied media.

Trip
Christine Miller and 

Matthew Miller went to 
Carmi to see Christine’s 
mother and Matthew’s 
grandmothers in the nurs-
ing home. They then went 
to Harrisburg and ate out.

Christine enjoyed spend-
ing a few days in Brookport 
with her daughter Aman-
da and Jason Dunbar and 
grandchildren Breanna, 
Kayla and Marcus. They 
enjoyed shopping in Pa-
ducah and eating at Cracker 
Barrel.

Birthday Dinner
Mary Light was honored 

on her birthday Friday, Feb. 

Lou Bauer, Deb Bauer and Tim Bauer and the 
rest of the family were treated to special Valentine 
Eggs in a Basket breakfast.

Deb Bauer’s “Eggs in a basket a la Valentine”  
directions: Butter grill (or skillet). Cut cookie cutter 
hearts from bread. Place eggs, bacon bits, cream 
cheese in cut-out space. Cook on the grill with 
grilled “toast” hearts. Add cherry tomatoes for red 
color. Enjoy.

Tim and Lou Bauer calculate, calibrate and 
plan using skills they learned in Anna Junior 
High industrial arts and the A-JCHS ag shop. The 
welding skills Lou learned at A-J led to his long-time 
career in the airline and aeronautical industry. The 
men also note their appreciation for the skills and 
knowledge they learned from father Norm Bauer 
and grandfathers Reinie Bauer and Glenn Boyd.

Focus projects of the weekend included bird 
houses and specially designed bird feeders. Tim 
and Lou Bauer credit their upbringing in rural Union 
County for their appreciation of birds, wildlife and 
natural resources.

Barb and Norm Bauer 
enjoyed playing with 
great-grandson Owen 
Louis Bauer, age 4, 
during their recent visit 
to St. Louis.

Going away party for Caron Sullens, billing clerk, at Anna City Hall: Tina 
Sadler, Caron Sullens, Dori Bigler, Danyelle Dodd, Ashley Guined. We wish 
her good luck at her new job.

Clarence “Bub” Tweedy was honored with a 
birthday party for his 95th birthday on Feb. 9. His 
cake was decorated by the Anna Baking Company.

5, with a dinner prepared 
by her daughter Darlene 
Lingle and family.  

Missouri Trip
Norm and Barb Bauer 

have recovered from a Jan-
uary two-week bout with 
the COVID virus, as have 
several members of their 
family.  

They were able to get 
together for a mini-reunion 
at the home of Lou and Deb 
Bauer in Chesterfield, Mo., 
recently.  

Norm and Barb enjoyed 
watching Lou and Tim 
do some automotive, con-
struction and remodeling 
projects. 

Tim was visiting from 
Cazenovia, Wis.  Other 
visitors included grandson 
Matt Bauer and Paula from 
St. Louis and grandson 
Chris, Katy and Owen Bau-
er from Moscow Mills, Mo.

On the way home Norm 
and Barb visited with long-

time friend Joan Bergt, who 
was celebrating her 90th 
birthday.

Birthdays
Feb. 2 Jerry Kordell, 

Donnie Friedman, 4 Donald 
Yates, Steve Loughridge, 5 
Mary Light, Jeremy Wood-
rum, Jersi Ann Duskey (18) 
6 Cameron Tweedy.

Anniversary
Gaylon and Clara Cates 

celebrated their 61st wed-
ding anniversary Jan. 15. 
They celebrated by grilling 
steaks at home. With the 
virus they were not going 
to go out anywhere.

Clara’s nephew and his 
wife Bill and Vickie An-
derson’s 33rd wedding an-
niversary was Jan. 16. 

Bill was in the hospital 
so they couldn’t celebrate. 
They were all planning to 
celebrate when he came 
home but he never made it 
out of the hospital. So sad. 

Gaylon and Clara attend-
ed his funeral last Saturday 
in Vienna. Please keep them 
all in your prayers and 
Clara’s sister Bill’s mother.

Wedding Anniversary
Feb. 4 Sherry and Bob 

Yother
Special Thanks
Special thanks to Dor-

othy Austin for giving me 
credit when she renewed 
her subscription to The 
Gazette-Democrat.  

Anna-Jo Garden Club
The Anna-Jo Garden 

Club is looking forward to 
its 70th anniversary in Sep-
tember 2022 and welcomes 
memorabilia about the club.

If you have something to 
share, please contact Susan 
Sherwin at 833-7173 and 
leave a call back number. 

50th Anniversary
 Gary and Sandy Thomp-

son were honored with 
a dinner and cake in Co-
lumbia for their 50th wed-
ding anniversary by their 
daughter Stacy, her husband 
Don and son Toby Roeth-
lisberger.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon series 
on the Book of Ruth. The 
Road to Redemption. There 
is Always Hope for those 
who know the Lord.

Small groups studies are 
at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday.

Youth meet at 6:30 p.m. 
each Wednesday. Youth 
Sunday School is at 9:15 
a.m.

In tercessory  prayer 

group meets at 8 a.m., Mon-
day through Friday.

In-person Bible study 
is planned at 7 p.m. each 
Wednesday.

Social distancing is prac-
ticed at all in-house ser-
vices.

Be sure to look on the 
church’s social platforms 
on Facebook and YouTube 
for up to date Bible stud-
ies, services and other an-
nouncements and on their 
website annaheights.com.  
and watch online worship 
services too on Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. and Wednesday 
at 7 p.m.

February birthdays: 4th 
Terri Dover, Sherri Goforth, 
Don Yates, 6th Logan Da-
vis, Christopher Mowery, 
7th Angela Harris, Kim-
berly Williams, 9th Donna 
Taylor, Amelia Vick, 10th 
Clara Mix, Kathy Thorn-
burg, 11th Noah Sullivan, 
Gary Taylor, 12th Ramona 
Clark, 14th Drue Teske.

Momma Lou’s crafters 
will meet Thursday, Feb. 
25, at 6:30 p.m. Sign up by 
Sunday, Feb. 21.

Eating Out
Nancy Ragain and Betty 

Cowsert enjoyed a meal at 
Bandana’s in Carbondale. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Sunday was the fifth Sun-
day after the Epiphany

There was a beautiful 
bouquet of red roses in 
front of the pulpit in honor 
of Myra Gossett’s birthday  
Wednesday, Feb. 10, given 
to her at their Vienna church 
Sunday morning.

Sunday morning Rev. 
Tim Gossett’s sermon was  
The Full Meal Deal-plus. 
Jesus was telling his disci-
ples how he would give his 
body and blood for them. 
Not for food but to fill their 
soul. Scripture from John 
6:51-56. 

Rev. Tim told the chil-
dren what taking commu-
nion meant. The bread rep-
resents the body of Jesus 
and  the juice represents the 
blood of Jesus that he shed 
on the cross for our sins.  

Rev. Tim asked the chil-
dren how Jesus has been a 
part of their life in school 
and worship.  

Celebration of  Holy 
Communion was observed. 

Rev. Tim’s prayers were 
for our churches, country, 
those who are sick and have 
lost loved one. Our Lord’s 
Prayer was said.

Chris Foster prayed for 

Rev. Tim before his sermon. 
Director of music Carla An-
derson sang “This is a Day 
of New Beginnings” and 
“I Come with Joy,” with 
Carla playing the organ 
and Marcy Morris playing 
the piano. 

Prayers for the family of 
Rosie Lewis, who went to 
be with our Lord last week. 

Prayers for the family of 
Bill Anderson, who went 
to be with our Lord last 
week, nephew of Clara and 
Gaylon Cates. 

Thanks to Dean Corbit 
for always bringing eggs 
for everyone. A special 

thanks to Roger Spurlock 
for helping everyone in 
the door Sunday morning 
where there was a little strip 
of black ice.

 Church is at 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday mornings for any-
one who doesn’t have a 
church to worship at you 
are welcome to come wor-
ship. 

Wednesday the men 
meet at 7 a.m. for Bible 
study. The women have 
Bible study at 1 p.m. at the 
church.

Feb. 16 Loaves and 
Fishes, starting at 4:30 
p.m. Non-perishable foods 

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED OF 
ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

BEFORE CALLING: VIEW at www.loghomedream.com
Click on House Plans

SERIOUS ONLY REPLY. Call (704) 602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept.

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia       $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi           $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta      $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500
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and meat. 
Feb. 17, an Ash Wednes-

day service is planned at 7 
p.m. The beginning of Lent. 

February mission empha-
sis is the Bethany Village 
food pantry.

Anna VFW Post 
Thursday, today, is the 

monthly meeting of the 
Post and Auxiliary. The 
Auxiliary meeting starts at 
6 p.m. The Post meeting 
starts at 7 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 12, there 
will be no fish fry. Satur-
day, Feb. 13, there will be 
a Valentine dinner for a 
donation of $15 per person 
or $25 per couple starting at 
5 p.m. Please call 833-7737 
to make a reservation to 
drive thru or eat in for this 
event or you can stop by 
the post and sign up there. 
Peggy will be there with 
her Star Karaoke beginning 
at 6 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 15, will be 
Xtreme Bar Bingo. Kitchen 
opens at 6:30 p.m. and bin-
go starts at 7 p.m.

Military Prayer List
Trace Faire, John Mi-

chael Brimm, Kaleb Mei-
er, Nathaniel Moss, Der-
ek Nelson, Nick Pearson, 
Nate Frankell,  Alex Gratz,  
Reagan Morrison, Garrett 
Goins, James McWhort-
er, Jennifer Ann Bishop, 
Arin Whitemountain, Kate-
lynn Williams, Lindsey 
Keene, Jacob Schaefer, 
Jerod Schaefer, Creighton 
Laster, Josh Steveson, Josh 
Williams, Jim Bonner, Nick 
Harvel, Nona Elizabeth 
Luke, Lucas J. Strickland, 
William Nathaniel Fran-
kell, Ethan Maze, Tanner 
Anderson, Hayden Young, 
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse and wife Megan in 
Alaska.  

41st Birthday
Andrea McGuire was 

honored on her birthday 
with a party at her parents 
Karen and David Stanley. 
They had her favorite Ger-
man chocolate cake and ice 
cream. She received a gift 
card for Chili’s.

Willie and Terrie Rhymer and their granddaughter 
Violet Yates traveled to Giant City Lodge on Feb. 
7. They met their grandson and granddaughter, 
Jordan and Alexis Rhymer, Junior, Hadley and 
Jaxson, to eat and celebrate the Feb. 9 birthday of 
Alexis. This was the first weekend the lodge was 
opened for dine in for the season.

Congratulations to  Sydney Waun and her digital 
art work. Sydney won the Silver Key at Cedarhurst 
Center for the Arts. Her parents are David and 
Melissa Waun.

Television Listings

MONDAY FEBRUARY 15, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball Vir ginia vs
Florida State

Fam Guy Law & Or der:
SVU

Se crets (:10) “Dun kirk”
(‘17, Ac tion) His -
toric res cue.

c “Di sas ter
Movie”

“Pa triot”

:30 Lo cal Fam Guy Se crets The Cir cus

7 PM Danc ing with the 
Stars Ball room
danc ing.

Neigh bor. 9-1-1 “Buck Be -
gins”

Games (HD) Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

Se crets aac “Or ange
County” (‘02)
(HD)

Your Honor “Part
Ten”:30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy BUNK’D

8 PM All Rise Le gal
sys tem.

(:01) 9-1-1: Lone
Star

The Wall (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball Baylor vs
West Vir ginia

Fam Guy BUNK’D 30 Coins “Sac ri -
fice”

Shame less (HD)

:30 Fam Guy BUNK’D “The Watch”
(‘12) Alien in va -
sion.9 PM Emer gency Call

(HD)
Bull Trial con sul -
tant.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Wall (HD) Dad (HD) Big City (:05) The In ves ti -
ga tion

“The Up side”
(‘19) Un likely
chem is try. (HD):30 Dad (HD) BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Steve BUNK’D (:55) “Joker”
(‘19) Failed co -
me dian. (R)
(HD)

aa “My Super 
Ex-Girl friend”
(‘06):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Chrisley Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Seinfeld Chrisley Jessie Your Honor “Part
Ten”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Chrisley Jessie “Good Boys”

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 16, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams The Last Dance Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Real Time (5:25) “Hitman”
(‘07)

(:15) “21
Bridges” (‘19) A 
city wide hunt.
(HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Ra ven Axios (HD)

7 PM The
Bachelorette
Woman seeks
love. (HD)

NCIS Gibb &
Ducky.

The Res i dent
(HD)

Young Rock The Last Dance Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Syd ney aaa “Just
Mercy” (‘20) A
young law yer.
(HD)

aaa “8 Mile”
(‘02) Eminem.
Rap per vs. con -
flict.

:30 Kenan Bang (HD) Syd ney

8 PM FBI Ac tive killer.
(HD)

(:01) Prod i gal
Son

This Is Us (HD) The Last Dance Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D Your Honor “Part
Ten”:30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

9 PM To Be An -
nounced

FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Nurses “Mir ror
Box”

The Last Dance Bang (HD) Temp ta tion Is -
land

Big City (:20) Lady and
(HD)

(:53) “Walk the
Line” (‘05) Life
of singer. (HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 The Mis ery BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D (:20) 30 Coins
“Sac ri fice” (HD)

aaaa “The
Si lence of the
Lambs” (‘91)
(HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

The Mis ery Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Sports The Mis ery Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie (:10) “Hos tage”
(‘05):30 Night line Corden Late Night Last Dance Conan Jessie “It: Ch. 2"

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Peyton’s Bang (HD) NCIS (HD) Ra ven Lady and (HD) “Bloodsport”
(‘88) (R)

aaa “Le thal
Weapon 2" Dip -
lo mats and
drugs.

:30 Peyton’s Bang (HD) Ra ven

7 PM Goldbergs Tough as Nails
(HD)

The Masked
Dancer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Mon day Foot ball
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE NXT
(Live) (HD)

Liv Maddie “Lin coln” (‘12)
Pres i dent seeks
to pass 13th
Amend ment.

“Alita: Bat tle
An gel” (‘19)
Am ne sia cy borg.:30 House wife Bang (HD) Liv Maddie

8 PM Conners SEAL Team
(HD)

(:02) Name That
Tune

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

The Last Dance Bang (HD) Ra ven ShoBox: The
New Gen er a tion 
(Live) (HD):30 Call Your Bang (HD) Ra ven

9 PM The Con (HD) S.W.A.T. “Next of
Kin”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D. “In -
stinct”

The Last Dance Bang (HD) (:08) “John
Wick” (‘14)
Ex-hit man,
King pin.

Big City (:04) “Un break -
able” (‘00)
Man’s new pow -
ers.

:30 Fron tal BUNK’D Investigat

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan BUNK’D “Black Art: In
the Ab sence”
(‘21):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SC (HD) Seinfeld “John Wick”
(‘14) (R)

Jessie “Planet of the
Apes”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Last Dance Conan Jessie 30 Coins “Weapon 3"

SUNDAY
7:00pm

CBS The Equal izer “Glory” A mys te ri ous
woman with a com pre hen sive list of skills at -
tempts to qui etly raise her teen daugh ter while
work ing as an anon y mous pro tec tor of the
down trod den. (HD)

7:30pm
FOX The Great North “Av o cado Bar ter Ad -
ven ture” Wolf looks for an an ni ver sary gift;
Judy learns about Hon ey bee’s life back in
Fresno, Ca lif., while she con ducts an in ter view 
for the school news pa per. (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

MAX Or ange County aac (2002, Com edy)
Colin Hanks, Jack Black. A Cal i for nia teen is
re jected from a pres ti gious col lege when his
guid ance coun selor sends in the in cor rect
tran script, so he tries to think of an other way
in. PG-13 (HD)

9:00pm
ABC Emer gency Call Luke Wil son doc u ments 
the first min utes of emer gen cies told from Amer -
ica’s 911 call tak ers and fol lows the mo ments
lead ing up to help ar riv ing on the scene. (HD)

7:31pm
NBC Kenan “Pi lot” A wid owed man, who
works a morn ing-show host in At lanta, strug -
gles to bal ance his job while si mul ta neously
rais ing his two daugh ters as a sin gle fa ther.
TVPG (HD)

8:01pm
FOX Prod i gal Son “Head Case” While the
team searches for clues about an ar chi tect’s
mur der in a sup pos edly haunted ho tel, Bright
falls into an el e va tor shaft and is knocked un -
con scious. TVPG (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
CBS Tough as Nails Real peo ple in phys i -
cally de mand ing pro fes sions com pete in a se -
ries of chal lenges that test their strength,
en dur ance, agil ity and men tal for ti tude. TVPG
(HD)

7:30pm

ABC Amer i can House wife A vi va cious wife
and mother raises her un usual fam ily in the
well-to-do town of Westport, Conn., where
she strug gles to man age her chil dren. TVPG
(HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 14, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos (HD) 60 Min utes (HD) Cher ries Weak est Link
(HD)

To Be An -
nounced

“Fool’s Gold”
(‘08)

Law & Or der:
SVU

aaac
“Cinderella”
(‘15) Abused
lady aided.

“Mid way” (‘19)
Ed Skrein. Bat tle 
of Mid way.

(5:13) “Hack ers”
(‘95)

Your Honor (HD)

:30 The Harts

7 PM Amer i can Idol
“401 (Au di tions)”
(HD)

The Equal izer
“Glory”

Simp sons The Wall “KD and 
CJ”

UFC Re loaded
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

“Nurse 3D”
(‘14) Nurse’s
jus tice.

The Cir cus

:30 North (HD) Bang (HD) The Cir cus

8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) Bur gers Grand Ole Opry: 
95 Years A cel e -
bra tion. (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

(:55) Shook (HD) Lady and (HD) Shame less (HD)

:30 Fam Guy Bang (HD) (:25) “Crim son
Peak” (‘15)
Mys te ri ous
home.9 PM The Rookie (HD) NCIS: New Or -

leans
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

aaa “Ace
Ventura: Pet
De tec tive” (‘94) 
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D Lady and (HD) Your Honor “Part
Ten”:30 BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D Ol i ver DESUS &

:30 Fam ily BUNK’D Lady and (HD) “Stig mata”
Para nor mal at -
tacks.

Your Honor “Part
Ten”11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
ELEAGUE (HD) Fam ily Jessie

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Jessie Ol i ver Shame less

MONDAY

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams NFL Live Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven C.B. Strike (HD) aaa “The
Judge” (‘14)

“Blood”

:30 Lo cal Peyton’s Bang (HD) Ra ven aac “Rambo: 
First Blood II”
(‘85)7 PM Feud (HD) Young Hell’s Kitchen

(HD)
Mr. Mayor 2001 World Se -

ries
Bang (HD) Chrisley Jessie “Ford v Ferrari”

(‘19) An Amer i -
can car de -
signer. (HD)

aac “Planet
of the Apes”
(‘01) Smart sim i -
ans.

:30 B Pos i tive Super store Bang (HD) Chrisley Jessie

8 PM Press Your Luck
(HD)

(:01) Mom Call Me Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Chrisley BUNK’D (:15) “Rambo
III” (‘88, Ac tion)
Res cue mis sion.:30 Uni corn Man (HD) Bang (HD) Chrisley BUNK’D

9 PM (:01) Match
Game

Clarice Se rial kill -
ings.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC
(HD)

Bang (HD) Chrisley Big City “Fear” (‘96) A
vi o lent boy -
friend.:30 Bang (HD) The Rev BUNK’D (:35) Lady and

(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Fam ily BUNK’D DESUS &

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily Syd ney 30 Coins Grand
rit ual.

aac “Show -
down in Lit tle
To kyo”

Your Honor (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily Jessie

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie “Kill Bill” DESUS &

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2015 NBA Fi nals
(HD)

Seinfeld Chi cago P.D.
“Home”

“Movie” (:20) The In ves ti -
ga tion

aaa “Black
Rain” (‘89)

“1 Fine Day”

:30 “Movie” BUNK’D “Eighth Grade”
(‘18) Last week.7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver (HD) WWE Fri day

Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

The Black list
(HD)

2001 World Se -
ries

Chi cago P.D.
“Fallen”

Se crets (:10) “Ir re sist -
ible” (‘20) A re -
tired vet eran.
(HD)

“A Walk
Among the
Tomb stones”
(‘14) (HD)

:30 Unsittable

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC
(HD)

(:15) “Movie” “Just Go With
It” Man fakes
split for lady,
due to ring.

Unsittable “How To Build
A Girl” (‘20)
(HD):30 2017 NBA Fi -

nals (HD)
Unsittable

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

BUNK’D Real Time Maher
(HD)

“Alita: Bat tle
An gel” (‘19)
Am ne sia cy borg.:30 BUNK’D (:45) “Hus tlers”

(‘19) A strip per’s 
scheme. (HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Se crets Paint ing

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Unsittable (:25) Real Time
Maher11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
ELEAGUE (HD) Fam ily Jessie (:59) “Hitman”

(‘07):30 Night line Corden Late Night Fam ily Jessie Lady and Your Honor

THURSDAY
7:00pm

HBO Ford v Ferrari aaac (2019, Drama) Matt
Damon, Chris tian Bale. An Amer i can car de signer 
and a Brit ish-born driver join to gether to fight
against cor po rate in ter fer ence, the laws of phys -
ics, and per sonal de mons of their own. PG-13 

7:29pm
USA Chrisley Knows Best “White Nan nies
Can’t Jump” Todd goes over board pre par ing
for his and Julie’s new podcast and al most ru ins
their ca reer be fore it be gins; Nanny Faye joins a
bas ket ball league for se niors. TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:25pm

DISN Gabby Duran & The Unsittables A
girl who feels like she’s al ways liv ing in the
shadow of her mother and sis ter lands a job
babysitting an un ruly group of im por tant ex tra -
ter res trial chil dren. TV G (HD)

8:00pm
USA Just Go With It aac (2011, Com edy)
Adam Sandler, Jennifer Aniston. When a
bach e lor wears a wed ding ring to lure women,
he meets the woman of his dreams, and to
avoid shame, he has his as sis tant por tray his
di vorc ing wife. PG-13

7:00pm
NBC El len’s Game of Games “Dash Test
Dum mies” Con tes tants play “Oh Ship!” “Aw
Snap,” Say Whaaat?!" and “Taste Buds”; the
par tic i pants who win each of the first four
rounds moves on to ”Know or Go.” TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
SHOW The Rental aac (2020, Hor ror) Dan
Stevens, Alison Brie. Two cou ples on an
ocean side get away starts to be come sus pi -
cious that their rental house host is spy ing on
them, and their week end trip soon turns sin is -
ter. R (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY FEBRUARY 13, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

(5:30) “Movie” aac “Just Go
With It”

Ra ven (5:10) “Dun kirk”
(‘17)

(5:00) aaa
“Anna” (‘19)

“Le thal
Weapon 4" (‘98) 
Chi nese smug -
glers.

:30 Lo cal Jessie

7 PM NBA (Live) FBI: Most
Wanted

9-1-1 “Fu ture
Tense”

Games “Aw
Snap.”

“A Bad Moms
Christ mas” Re -
bel lious moms.

Jessie “The Book of
Eli” (‘10) A no -
mad and a book.

ac “Vice”
(‘15) Fan tasy re -
sort. (HD):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Brook lyn vs
Golden State
(Live) (HD)

Jessie

8 PM 48 Hours (HD) Name That Tune
(HD)

Date line NBC
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City “The Rental”
(‘20) Two cou -
ples.:30 2017 NBA Fi -

nals (HD)
Bang (HD) Big City (:38) “John Q”

(‘02) Sav ing a
dy ing boy. (HD)9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
Bang (HD) (:15) “A Bad

Moms Christ -
mas” (‘17) Re -
bel lious moms.

Big City Lady and (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Big City aaaa “The
Si lence of the
Lambs” (‘91)
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
I Can See Your
Voice

Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Jok ers Se crets Paint ing

:30 Sat. Night Live
Sketch com edy.

Jok ers Se crets “Don’t Let Go”
De tec tive’s fam -
ily.

(:35) “Dark
Shad ows” (‘12)
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
The Mis ery Jessie

:30 The Mis ery Fam ily Jessie Your Honor

THURSDAY

"The Preaching Pen"
Are You Ready?

It seems like any time our area is outlooked for 
wintery weather, people panic. When I go to the store 

any time we have snow in the forecast, I can’t help but 
notice how crowded the aisles are. People are frantic to 
buy candles, bottled water, non-perishable food, oil lamps, 
flashlights, batteries, and so forth. Clearly, people want to 
be ready for what is to come. Perhaps you, too, are part of 
that number when it looks like we might get snow or ice. 

We can draw a parallel between getting ready for bad 
weather and getting ready for eternity. Now, we need 
to understand that, although dangerous, ice storms (and 
indeed, all types of bad weather) are temporary. The ice/
snow will fall, collect on the roads, trees, and power 
lines, stay there for a matter of hours or days, then melt 
away and life returns to normal. Eternity, however, (as 
the word indicates) is forever! If we fail to make adequate 
preparations for a snowstorm, we’re going to suffer for 
a few days, but there will be an end in sight. If we fail 
to prepare for eternity, the suffering will be without end! 
(Matt. 7:23; Rev. 14:11; Rev. 21:8) Do we understand 
that? If we fail to prepare for the spiritual life to come 
while living this physical life (Matt. 6:19-21), we will 
spend eternity in Hell!  

This makes me wonder: Why don’t people take the 
same care regarding what is to come spiritually? We go 
to great lengths to prepare for physical calamities, so 
why shouldn’t we demonstrate the same care in preparing 
for a potential spiritual calamity? What’s worse: being 
powerless for a week and having to wrap up in blankets 
to keep warm, or standing before God at Judgment – 
“powerless” to make a change that should have been 
made in life – and knowing you’ll need no blankets to 
keep warm? If you need to make a change in how you’re 

living, do so today. We at the Anna church of Christ 
would be glad to help. 

R.W. McAlister, Minister 
Anna church of Christ 9G
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: Small round ta-
ble and 4 chairs, $125.00 firm. 
Call or text (618)-521-8049.

5gp tfn

FOR SALE: 2004 Gibson 
A9 Mandolin. Spruce top 
with a nice flamed maple 
back, sides and neck. Ebony 
fretboard and bridge. A light 
chocolate color, nice woody 
tone. $1,600.00, case includ-
ed. Call (618) 697-1934, 
leave message or text. I will 
get back to you as soon as 
possible.

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Jones-
boro Elementary School #43 
is accepting applications for 
a Paraprofessional/Teacher 
Aide for the 2020-2021 
School Year.  Must possess 
proper Illinois certification.  
Position open until filled.  
Please send a letter of interest, 
resume, 3 letters of recom-
mendation and transcripts 
to: Tom Stark, Jonesboro El-
ementary School, 309 Cook 
Avenue, Jonesboro, IL 62952.

8p-9g

CITY OF ANNA, 
GENERAL CLERK
The City of Anna, IL is 

accepting applications for the 
position of a General Clerk.  
Applicants must be 18 years 
of age with a high school 
diploma or equivalent. The 
position will be 40 hours a 
week, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Can-
didates must have a positive 
attitude, be able to multi-task 
and work well with the pub-
lic and employees. Duties 
include but are not limited 
to: greeting customers, an-
swering multi-line phone 
system, collecting and post-
ing payments, entering data 
and creating customer bills. 
Must be able to operate basic 
office equipment, proficient 
computer skills (including 
Window Office), and basic 
accounting knowledge. Ap-
plications will be available 
for interested candidates at 
Anna City Hall or online at 
cityofanna.org. Please return 
resume and employment 
application to the Human Re-
sources Department at Anna 
City Hall, 103 Market Street 
Anna, IL 62906 or by email 
to aguined@cityofanna.org. 
Applications are due Febru-
ary 24, 2021. EOE.

9-10g

CITY OF ANNA, 
FULL-TIME/

PART-TIME GENERAL 
LABORER

The City of Anna, IL is 
accepting applications for 
the position of a Full-Time/
Part-Time General Laborer.  
This position will involve 
the ability to perform general 
maintenance tasks.  Mainte-
nance experience is preferred, 
a minimum age of 18, and 
a valid driver’s license is 
required. Eligible candidates 
must pass a medical and 
criminal background check, 
as well as reside within 30 
minutes of the corporate 
limits of Anna.  An hourly 
rate of $17.06 per hour, aver-
aging approximately 25 to 30 
hours of weekly work, with 
a limited benefit package are 

included.  Applications will 
be available for interested 
candidates at Anna City Hall 
or online at cityofanna.org. 
Please return resume and em-
ployment application to the 
Human Resources Depart-
ment at Anna City Hall, 103 
Market Street Anna, IL 62906 
or by email to aguined@
cityofanna.org. Position will 
remain open until filled. EOE.

9-10g

Yard    
Sale

YARD SALE: Multi-family 
yard sale inside the Wolf 
Lake Community Center. 
Monday, Feb. 15, 8 a.m. - 
??? 60 inch television and 
stand, furniture, lamps, 
dishes, kitchen items, wom-
en's jeans (many sizes and 
styles) and much more.

8p9g nc

*CLEARANCE SALE:*
REPPERT'S OFFICE 

SUPPLY, 
112 LAFAYETTE 
STREET, ANNA.

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

File Folders, Cards, 
Stamps, 

Lots of Misc. Supplies. 
All Sales Final.

tfn

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Gravel & Sand

(618)-833-6197 or
(618)-697-0453

gptfn

TINY MIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION:

Matthew Pearson, Owner
(618)-201-5323

Licensed • Insured
• NO Job TOO BIG 
or TOO SMALL •

We Make Your Tiny 
Dreams Mighty!

tfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p-47gpc

puBlic 
notice

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 1st day of February, 2021, 

under the Assumed Name of 
Hair Heaven with the place 
of business located at 4681 
State Route 3 N., Wolf Lake, 
Illinois 62998, and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Kelsey McMahan
5275 State Route 3 N.
Wolf Lake, IL 62998

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

8-10c

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 3rd day of January, 2021, 
under the Assumed Name of 
The Cobden Cottage with 
the place of business located 
at 7555 Old. Hwy. 51 N., 
Cobden, Illinois 62920, and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Shane Bruce
7555 Old Hwy. 51 N.

Cobden, IL 62920

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk
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NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 21st day of January, 2021, 
under the Assumed Name of 
The BEST of Shawnee Hills 
Wine Country with the place 
of business located at 333 
East Poplar Street, Cobden, 
Illinois 62920, and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Mitchell M. Miller
3125 Parrish Ridge Lane

Goreville, IL 62939

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

7-9c

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK, 
an Illinois Banking 

corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs
TODD A. SUHLING a/k/a 
TODD SUHLING, CAR-
OL J. SUHLING, ANNA 

HOSPITAL 
CORPORATION d/b/a 

UNION COUNTY 
HOSPITAL, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TREASURY 

INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE FEDERAL 

TAX LIEN UNIT, 
UNION COUNTY 

REVOLVING LOAN 
FUND OF UNION 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 
TLC METALS, INC., 
TNC REBUILDERS, 

LLC, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and 

NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.
Case No.: 2021-CH-2

PUBLICATION NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, 
Todd A. Suhling a/k/a Todd 
Suhling, Carol J. Suhling, 
Anna Hospital Corporation 
d/b/a Union County Hospital, 

Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 
Federal Tax Lien Unit, Union 
County Revolving Fund of 
Union County, Illinois, TLC 
Metals, Inc., TNC Rebuild-
ers, LLC, Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants, 
Defendants in the above 
entitled suit, that the said 
suit has been commenced in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, by the said 
Plaintiff against you and 
other defendants to foreclose 
a certain Mortgage covering 
the following described 
premises, to-wit:

"EXHIBIT A"
A PARCEL OF LAND 

BEING A PART OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
30, TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH, 
RANGE 1 WEST AND 
PART OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 25, TOWN-
SHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 
2 WEST, ALL OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL ME-
RIDIAN, SAID PARCEL 
IS PART OF PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED AND RE-
CORDED IN BOOK 133, 
PAGE 417 IN THE UNION 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
IN THE NAME OF THE 
FIRST NATIONAL BANK, 
TRUSTEE OF TRUST 
NUMBER 79-6-1, DAT-
ED JUNE 14, 1979, SAID 
PARCEL BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:  
COMMENCING AT THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
SAID SOUTHEAST QUAR-
TER OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER, SAID COR-
NER BEING MARKED 
BY AN IRON ROD SET; 
THENCE N 00°18'13"W, 
465 50 FEET PASSING 
IRON RODS SET AT 342 
20 FEET AND 425 50 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET IN 
THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF CEMETERY 
ROAD, THIS BEING THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
SAID PARCEL AND THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, 
THENCE N 00°18'13"W., 
158 68 FEET CONTINU-
ING ALONG THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER 
TO AN IRON ROD SET; 
THENCE N 02°08'56"W, 
102 31 FEET DEPARTING 
FROM SAID EAST LINE 
TO AN IRON ROD SET, 
THENCE N. 89°42'11"E., 
365.39 FEET, PASSING 
AN IRON PIPE FOUND AT 
203 08 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET IN THE WEST 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
ILLINOIS ROUTE 127; 
THENCE S. 01°58'10"W, 
203.05 FEET ALONG THE 
EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF ILLINOIS ROUTE 
127 TO AN IRON ROD SET 
IN THE NORTH RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF CEM-
ETERY ROAD, THENCE 
ALONG THE NORTH 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
SAID CEMETERY ROAD 
THE FOLLOWING THREE 
(3) CALLS, THENCE S. 
34°16'43"W, 1624 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET; 
T H E N C E  A L O N G  A 
CURVE TO THE RIGHT 
WITH CHORD BEARING 
S. 61°35'10"W., A DIS-
TANCE OF 86 76 FEET, A 
RADIUS OF 94 56 FEET, 
AND AN ARC LENGTH 
OF 90 14 FEET TO AN 
IRON ROD SET, THENCE 
S 88°53'37"W., 268 33 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING SAID PARCEL TO 
CONTAIN 2.093 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS.  SAID 
PARCEL BEING SUBJECT 
TO ALL RIGHT-OF-WAYS 
AND EASEMENTS, RE-
CORDED OR OTHERWISE 
PER PLAT OF SURVEY 
PREPARED BY MITCHELL 
R. GARRETT, ILLINOIS 
LAND SURVEYOR NO 
3085, RECORDED JULY 19, 
2004 IN RECORD BOOK 
250, PAGE 808 IN THE 
RECORDER'S OFFICE, 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS ALL SITUATED IN 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS

 EXHIBIT A-2
LOT NUMBER TWEN-

TY-SEVEN (27) AND 
TWENTY-EIGHT (28) IN 
MCINTOSH HEIRS' AD-
DITION TO THE CITY OF 
JONESBORO, SITUAT-
ED IN THE COUNTY OF 
UNION AND STATE OF 

ILLINOIS
 EXHIBIT A-3

A PART OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 30, IN TOWN-
SHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 
1 WEST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
AND BOUNDED AS FOL-
LOWS:  BEGINNING AT A 
STONE 197 FEET SOUTH 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF LOT NUM-
BERED 144 IN GRAM-
MER'S ADDITION TO THE 
TOWN (NOW CITY) OF 
JONESBORO, ILLINOIS; 
THENCE SOUTH 86°-
30' WEST 208 FEET TO 
THE TOWNSHIP LINE; 
THENCE SOUTH 3°-30' 
EAST 191.3 FEET TO A 
STONE; THENCE NORTH 
86°-30' EAST 427 FEET, 
MORE OR LESS, THE 
WEST LINE OF SOUTH 
MAIN STREET; THENCE 
NORTH 1° 45'  WEST 
ALONG THE WEST LINE 
OF SAID SOUTH MAIN 
STREET 61.9 FEET TO A 
STONE; THENCE SOUTH 
86°-30' WEST 226.21 FEET 
TO A STONE; THENCE 
NORTH 3°-30' WEST 130 
FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, EXCEPT-
ING FROM THE ABOVE 
DESCRIBED PARCEL A 
TRACT CONVEYED BY 
HOWARD W. BROWN 
AND MAE C. BROWN 
TO IVAN L. STARK AND 
GLADYS STARK, HUS-
BAND AND WIFE, BY 
WARRANTY DEED DAT-
ED JUNE 3, 1947, AND 
RECORDED IN THE RE-
CORDER'S OFFICE OF 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS, IN DEED RECORD 
82, PAGE 340, BOUND-
ED AND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:  BEGINNING 
AT A POINT ON THE 
WEST LINE OF SOUTH 
MAIN STREET IN THE 
CITY OF JONESBORO, 
327 FEET SOUTH OF THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
LOT NO. 143 IN GRAM-
MERS ADDITION TO THE 
TOWN, (NOW CITY) OF 
JONESBORO; THENCE 
SOUTH 86-1/2° WEST 
225 FEET TO A STONE; 
THENCE SOUTH 3-1/2° 
EAST 61.9 FEET TO A 
STONE; THENCE NORTH 
86-1/2° EAST 225 FEET 
TO THE WEST LINE OF 
SOUTH MAIN STREET; 
THENCE NORTH ALONG 
THE SAID WEST LINE OF 
SOUTH MAIN STREET 61 
9 FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING SUBJECT TO 
THE RIGHT OF HOWARD 
W. BROWN, HIS HEIRS, 
ADMINISTRATORS TO 
USE THE PRIVATE ROAD-
WAY ON THE SOUTH SIDE 
OF THE PROPERTY.

SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF UNION IN 
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

 EXHIBIT B
A PART OF THE SOUTH-

WEST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 30 IN TOWN-
SHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 
1 WEST OF THE 3RD P 
M., IN UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS MORE PARTIC-
ULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:  COMMENC-
ING AT THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF LOT NUM-
BERED 143 IN GRAM-
MER'S ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF JONES-
BORO ALSO BEING 35 
FEET WESTERLY OF THE 
CENTERLINE OF ILLI-
NOIS ROUTE 127 ON THE 
WESTERLY RIGHT-OF-
WAY OF SAID ROUTE 
127, THENCE SOUTH 
03 DEGREES 19 MIN-
UTES 29 SECONDS WEST, 
ALONG SAID RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE, 177 00 FEET 
TO A FOUND 1/2" IRON 

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

BAR WITH CAP, SAID 
POINT BEING THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING OF THIS 
DESCRIPTION, THENCE 
NORTH 87 DEGREES 20 
MINUTES 30 SECONDS 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 
224 96 FEET TO A FOUND 
1/2" IRON BAR WITH 
CAP; THENCE NORTH 02 
DEGREES 47 MINUTES 
24 SECONDS EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 74 98 FEET TO A 
FOUND STONE IN FENCE 
LINE; THENCE NORTH 87 
DEGREES 20 MINUTES 20 
SECONDS WEST A DIS-
TANCE OF 206 70 FEET 
TO A FOUND 1/2" IRON 
BAR WITH CAP ON THE 
RANGE LINE BETWEEN 
SECTIONS 25 AND 30; 
THENCE SOUTH 01 DE-
GREES 14 MINUTES 56 
SECONDS WEST, ALONG 
SAID RANGE LINE, A DIS-
TANCE OF 75 02 FEET TO A 
SET 1/2" IRON BAR WITH 
CAP; THENCE SOUTH 87 
DEGREES 20 MINUTES 
40 SECONDS EAST A 
DISTANCE OF 169 64 
FEET TO A SET PK NAIL 
IN DRIVEWAY; THENCE 
SOUTH 02 DEGREES 39 
MINUTES 50 SECONDS 
WEST A DISTANCE OF 
20 00 FEET TO A SET 1/2" 
REBAR; THENCE SOUTH 
87 DEGREES 20 MIN-
UTES 32 SECONDS EAST 
A DISTANCE OF 259 77 
FEET TO A FOUND IRON 
ROD ON THE WESTERLY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
ILLINOIS ROUTE 127; 
THENCE NORTH 03 DE-
GREES 19 MINUTES 29 
SECONDS EAST, ALONG 
SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE A DISTANCE OF 20 
00 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING CON-
TAINING 0 474 ACRES 
MORE OR LESS, WITH 
PRIVILEGES OF AND 
SUBJECT TO RESERVA-
TIONS, RESTRICTIONS, 
EASEMENTS, RIGHT-OF-
WAY GRANTS AND COV-
ENANTS OF RECORD.

SUBJECT TO AN EASE-
MENT BEING 20 00 FOOT 
IN WIDTH, FOR RIGHT 
OF INGRESS, EGRESS 
AND UTILITIES, BEING 
A PART OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 30 IN TOWN-
SHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 1 
WEST OF THE 3RD P.M., IN 
UNION COUNTY ILLINOIS 
SAID EASEMENT BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:  COMMENCING AT 
THE SOUTHEAST COR-
NER OF LOT NUMBERED 
143 IN GRAMMER'S AD-
DITION TO THE CITY OF 
JONESBORO ALSO BE-
ING 35 FEET WESTERLY 
OF THE CENTERLINE OF 
ILLINOIS ROUTE 127 ON 
THE WESTERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY OF SAID ROUTE 
127; THENCE SOUTH 03 
DEGREES 19 MINUTES 29 
SECONDS WEST, ALONG 
SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE 177 00 FEET TO A SET 
1/2" IRON BAR WITH CAP, 
SAID POINT BEING THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING 
OF THIS DESCRIPTION; 
THENCE NORTH 87 DE-
GREES 20 MINUTES 30 
SECONDS WEST, A DIS-
TANCE OF 260 01 FEET TO 
A POINT; THENCE SOUTH 
02 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 
50 SECONDS WEST A DIS-
TANCE OF 20.00 FEET TO 
A POINT; THENCE SOUTH 
87 DEGREES 20 MINUTES 
32 SECONDS EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 259 77 FEET 
TO A SET 1/2" IRON BAR 
WITH CAP ON THE WEST-
ERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF ILLINOIS ROUTE 
127; THENCE NORTH 03 
DEGREES 19 MINUTES 29 
SECONDS EAST, ALONG 
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Dongola Unit School District #66 is
advertising for the following positions:

High School Foreign Language: The successful candidate 
will teach high school foreign language,

Science Teacher: The successful candidate will teach junior 
high and high school science courses.

Please send letter of interest, resume and three references to:

Dr. Paige Helm Maginel, Superintendent
Dongola Unit School #66

P.O. Box 190
1000 High Street

Dongola, IL 62926

Applications accepted until positions are filled.
Dongola Unit #66 is an equal opportunity employer.

CD



The Gazette-Democrat Thursday, February 11, 2021 Section A - Page 11

SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE A DISTANCE OF 20 
00 FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING CONTAIN-
ING 119 ACRES MORE 
OR LESS.

 EXHIBIT B-2
A PART OF THE SOUTH-

WEST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 30, IN TOWN-
SHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 
1 WEST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
AND BOUNDED AS FOL-
LOWS:  BEGINNING AT A 
STONE 197 FEET SOUTH 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF LOT NUM-
BERED 144 IN GRAM-
MER'S ADDITION TO THE 
TOWN (NOW CITY) OF 
JONESBORO, ILLINOIS; 
THENCE SOUTH 86°-
30' WEST 208 FEET TO 
THE TOWNSHIP LINE; 
THENCE SOUTH 3°-30' 
EAST 191 3 FEET TO A 
STONE; THENCE NORTH 
86°-30' EAST 427 FEET, 
MORE OR LESS, TO THE 
WEST LINE OF SOUTH 
MAIN STREET; THENCE 
NORTH 1°45 '  WEST 
ALONG THE WEST LINE 
OF SAID SOUTH MAIN 
STREET 61.9 FEET TO A 
STONE; THENCE SOUTH 
86°-30’ WEST 226.21 FEET 
TO A STONE; THENCE 
NORTH 3°-30' WEST 130 
FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, EXCEPT-
ING FROM THE ABOVE 
DESCRIBED PARCEL A 
TRACT CONVEYED BY 
HOWARD W. BROWN 
AND MAE C. BROWN 
TO IVAN L. STARK AND 
GLADYS STARK, HUS-
BAND AND WIFE, BY 
WARRANTY DEED, DAT-
ED JUNE 3, 1947, AND 
RECORDED IN THE RE-
CORDER'S OFFICE OF 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS, IN DEED RECORD 
82, PAGE 340, BOUND-
ED AND DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:  BEGINNING 
AT A POINT ON THE 
WEST LINE OF SOUTH 
MAIN STREET IN THE 
CITY OF JONESBORO, 
327 FEET SOUTH OF 
THE SOUTHEAST COR-
NER OF LOT NO. 143 IN 
GRAMMER'S ADDITION 
TO THE TOWN, (NOW 
CITY) OF JONESBORO; 
THENCE SOUTH 86-1/2° 
WEST 225 FEET TO A 
STONE; THENCE SOUTH 
3-1/2° EAST 61.9 FEET 
TO A STONE; THENCE 
NORTH 86-1/2° EAST 225 
FEET TO THE WEST LINE 
OF SOUTH MAIN STREET; 
THENCE NORTH ALONG 
THE SAID WEST LINE OF 
SOUTH MAIN STREET 61 
9 FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING SUBJECT TO 
THE RIGHT OF HOWARD 
W. BROWN, HIS HEIRS, 
ADMINISTRATORS TO 
USE THE PRIVATE ROAD-
WAY ON THE SOUTH SIDE 
OF THE PROPERTY.  SIT-
UATED IN THE COUNTY 
OF UNION IN THE STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

 EXHIBIT B-3
A PARCEL OF LAND 

BEING A PART OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
30, TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH, 
RANGE 1 WEST AND 
PART OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 25, TOWN-
SHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 
2 WEST, ALL OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL ME-
RIDIAN SAID PARCEL IS 
PART OF PROPERTY DE-
SCRIBED AND RECORD-
ED IN BOOK 133, PAGE 417 
IN THE UNION COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE IN THE 
NAME OF THE FIRST NA-
TIONAL BANK, TRUSTEE 
OF TRUST NUMBER 79-6-
1, DATED JUNE 14, 1979, 
SAID PARCEL BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:  COMMENCING AT 
THE SOUTHEAST COR-
NER OF SAID SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER, 
SAID CORNER BEING 
MARKED BY AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
00°18'13" W, 465 50 FEET 
PASSING IRON RODS 
SET AT 342 20 FEET AND 
425 50 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET IN THE NORTH 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
CEMETERY ROAD, THIS 
BEING THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF SAID PAR-

CEL AND THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING; THENCE N 
00°1813"W, 158 68 FEET 
CONTINUING ALONG 
THE EAST LINE OF SAID 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER TO AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
02°0856" W, 102 31 FEET 
DEPARTING FROM SAID 
EAST LINE TO AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
89°42'11" E, 365 39 FEET, 
PASSING AN IRON PIPE 
FOUND AT 203 08 FEET TO 
AN IRON ROD SET IN THE 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF ILLINOIS ROUTE 
127; THENCE S 01°58'10" 
W, 203 05 FEET ALONG 
THE EAST RIGHT-OF-

WAY LINE OF ILLINOIS 
ROUTE 127 TO AN IRON 
ROD SET IN THE NORTH 
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 
OF CEMETERY ROAD; 
THENCE ALONG THE 
NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF SAID CEMETERY 
ROAD THE FOLLOW-
ING THREE (3) CALLS:  
THENCE S 34°16'43" W, 16 
24 FEET TO AN IRON ROD 
SET, THENCE ALONG A 
CURVE TO THE RIGHT 
WITH CHORD BEARING 
S 61°35'10" W, A DIS-
TANCE OF 86 76 FEET, A 
RADIUS OF 94 56 FEET, 
AND AN ARC LENGTH 
OF 90 14 FEET TO AN 
IRON ROD SET, THENCE 
S 88°53'37"W, 268 33 FEET 

TO THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, SAID PARCEL TO 
CONTAIN 2 093 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS, SAID 
PARCEL BEING SUBJECT 
TO ALL RIGHT-OF-WAYS 
AND EASEMENTS, RE-
CORDED OR OTHERWISE 
PER PLAT OF SURVEY 
PREPARED BY MITCHELL 
R GARRETT, ILLINOIS 
LAND SURVEYOR NO 
3085, RECORDED JULY 19, 
2004 IN RECORD BOOK 
250, PAGE 808 IN THE 
RECORDER'S OFFICE, 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS.  ALL SITUATED IN 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS.

and for other relief, that 
summons was duly issued 

out of the said Court against 
you as provided by law, and 
that said suit is still pending.

Now, therefore, unless 
you, the said Defendants, 
Todd A. Suhling a/k/a Todd 
Suhling, Carol J. Suhling, 
Anna Hospital Corporation 
d/b/a Union County Hospital, 
Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 
Federal Tax Lien Unit, Union 
County Revolving Loan Fund 
of Union County, Illinois, 
TLC Metals, Inc., TNC 
Rebuilders, LLC, Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants, file your answer 
to the Complaint in the suit, 
or otherwise make your ap-
pearance therein, in the Cir-
cuit Court of Union County, 

Illinois, in the County Court-
house in Jonesboro, Illinois, 
on or before the 28th Day of 
February, 2021, default may 
be entered against you and 
each of you at any time after 
that day and a decree entered 
in accordance with the prayer 
of said Complaint.

Keri Clark
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

Prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Tel: (573) 335-3300
Fax: (573)335-1978
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Snow at the courthouse
Heavy snow was falling around midday on Jan. 27 when the photograph was taken at the Union County Courthouse in Jonesboro. 

The area received about 2 inches of snow.
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Ada Reynolds
Ada Reynolds, 87, of 

Anna, died Wednesday, Feb. 
3, 2021, at her home. 

She was born on Dec. 
26, 1933, in Alto Pass, the 
daughter of Preston Filmore 
and Fannie Melissa Under-
wood Hale. 

She married Jack W. Reyn-
olds on July 8, 1950, Poca-
hontas, Ark., and together 
they shared 38 years of mar-
riage. He preceded her in death on March 19, 1989.

Mrs. Reynolds is survived by her children, Glenda 
Winn of Anna, Jack Reynolds Jr. of Carbondale, Billy 
Reynolds of Murphysboro and Cheryl (Ralph) Jedamski of 
Goreville; 11 grandchildren; 23 great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-grandchild; many other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Jack W. Reynolds; a grandson, Joshua Reynolds; a son-
in-law, David Lee Winn; and several brothers and sisters. 

She was a member of the Christian Biblical Church of 
God for many years. She loved sewing and working in 
her herb garden.

Graveside funeral services were at 1 p.m. Friday, Feb. 5, 
at the Alto Pass Cemetery, with Doug Collison officiating. 
Interment  immediately followed.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Bobby L. Hartline
Bobby L. Hartline, 87, of Anna, died Thursday, Feb. 4, 

2021, at Herrin Hospital. 
He was born on Oct. 17, 1933, in Cobden, the son of 

Edward and Vivian Bloodworth Hartline. He married 
Helen Hughey.

He is survived by his sisters, Joan Gibson, Patricia 
Boner and Linda Johnson, as well as by several nieces 
and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, parents and 
siblings Shirley Hartline, Betty Bess, Margie Henson and 
Richard Hartline.

For many years, he lived and worked in the Peoria area, 
where he managed several gas stations. He was an avid 
St. Louis Cardinals and St. Louis Blues fan.

Funeral services for Bobby Hartline were at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 6, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home 
in Anna. Interment followed in the Alto Pass Cemetery. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Duffy Carl Sanders
Duffy Carl Sanders, 29, of 

Buncombe, died in the early 
morning hours on Saturday, 
Feb. 6, 2021, at his home. 

He was born on Oct. 22, 
1991, in Carbondale, the son 
of Duffy Allen and Tammy 
Marie Qualls Sanders.

Duffy was a 2010 graduate 
of Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School. He played 
many sports, such as youth 
football, soccer, baseball, 
track and basketball. 

He was a kind-hearted soul 
and will be greatly missed. Duffy possessed a giving and 
caring heart and he was very good with children. There 
wasn’t a day that his nieces were not looking for him to 
play a board game or pretend. 

He always enjoyed anime, video games and playing 
games online with friends around the world. 

Duffy is survived by his grandparents, Carl and Sybil 
Qualls of La Quinta, Calif.; his mom and dad, Duffy and 
Tammy Sanders of Buncombe; one sister, Tiffani (Patrick) 
Kaufman of Dongola; three brothers, Chris (Robin) Sand-
ers of Waterloo, David (Jessica) Sanders of Westfield, Ind., 
and Nick (Cheyenne) Sanders of Anna; several cousins, 
uncles, aunts, nieces and many friends. 

Duffy was preceded in death by his paternal grandpar-
ents, Ted and Avis Sanders; an aunt, Christine Sanders; 
and one nephew, Levi Sanders.

Funeral services will be at 2 p.m. Thursday, today, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna, with Brett 
Neighbors officiating. Interment will be in the McGinnis 
Cemetery. 

Friends may call after noon and until the service hour at 
p.m. Thursday, today, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Kevin F. Widdows
Kevin F. Widdows, 34, of 

Carbondale, and formerly of 
Cobden, passed away unex-
pectedly on Feb. 2, 2021. 

He was born on April 1, 
1986, at Memorial Hospital 
in Carbondale, the son of 
John Warren and Alice Faye 
Rendleman Widdows.  

Kevin is survived by his 
mother, Alice Faye Rendle-
man Widdows of Alto Pass; 
brothers Brian Hoxworth of 
Alto Pass and Michael (Alex) Hoxworth of Crawfordville, 
Fla.; uncles Darrell Thomas Widdows of Alto Pass and 
Jerry Beeson of Casey; nieces Mindy (Brandon) Sanders 
of Florida, Jody White of Jackson, Mo., Hailey (Jerad) 
Merriman of Jonesboro and Makayla Hoxworth of Craw-
fordville, Fla.; nephew Brian Hoxworth Jr. of Carbondale; 
great-nieces and nephews Lucas, Nora, Rykan, Layla, 
Olivia and Stephen; several cousins; many other relatives 
and good friends. 

He was preceded in death by his father, John Warren 
Widdows; grandparents John and Zelda Widdows and 
Frank and Georgia Rendleman; aunts and uncle Donna 
Beeson and  Glenda and Darrell Coombes; and cousin 
Eugene Coombes. 

Kevin was a graduate of Cobden Unit Schools and 
Shawnee Community College. He was a member of sev-
eral Scholar Bowl teams; he and his teams enjoyed much 
success in earning local and state awards. 

His hobbies included a wide range of reading interests, 
playing the alto sax, piloting airplanes and hiking on the 
family farm and on Shawnee National Forest trails. 

From a very young age, Kevin and his dad shared a 
love of computers – not just gaming, but all aspects of it. 

Kevin was a licensed DSP and CNA, working at facil-
ities in Cobden, Anna and Jonesboro. 

He loved all animals, especially his cats. They held a 
special place in his heart. 

Kevin was a loving and kind young man who loved his 
family so much. He will be greatly missed by all who knew 
him. Special thanks to Michael Rich for his support to the 
family and especially the concern and love for Kevin. He 
was like another brother. Kevin is at peace now. 

A celebration of life and burial at Alto Pass Cemetery 
will be held at a later date.  

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Alto Pass is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Lora Louise
Blackwell-Kern

On Feb. 7, 2021, Lora Louise Blackwell-Kern peace-
fully passed away, surrounded by her family. 

She was born on June 7, 1930, in Murphysboro.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Robert and 

Reeta (Waller) Grammer; a sister, Berna Dean Galloway; 
her husband of 59 years, LaRue H. Blackwell; and her 
husband of five years, Joseph Kern.

She is survived by three children, Gary E. Blackwell, 
Karen Blackwell Engell and Gayle Blackwell Stearns; 
nine grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. 

Through her years of teaching music and English as 
a Second Language at area schools, leading choirs and 
youth programs in churches and mission work in China 
and Africa, she impacted the lives of many. 

Throughout her life she was active in Baptist life in 
the area association and state, including being a founding 
member of  University Baptist Church in Carbondale, 
leadership of  the SIU Baptist Student Union and the First 
Baptist Church of Anna.  

She was a founding member and remained active in the 
Union County Arts Council and derived great pleasure 
from the natural beauty surrounding her home. Her energy, 
storytelling and spirit will be missed.

Her body has been donated to science. The family will 
host a Celebration of Life at a later time. 

Crain Funeral Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

To view the full obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Patricia L. Jackson
Patricia L. Jackson, 88, of 

Anna, died Thursday, Feb. 4, 
2021, at Integrity Healthcare 
of Anna. 

She was born on March 
7, 1932, in Eads, Colo., the 
daughter of Marvin and 
LaMyra Mosher Watts. 

She married Billy D. “Bill” 
Jackson. He preceded her in 
death on Sept. 21, 2018.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Nona Evans and Flint 
(Mary) Hileman of Anna 
and Vickie (Hal) Gordon 
of Phoenix, Ariz.; her grandchildren, Mariah (Aaron) 
DeRossett, Tee Jay Hileman and Sheryl (James) Gentry; 
great-grandchildren Mason Hileman DeRossett, Tanner 
(Blayre) Soloman, Sarah and Jordan Gentry; a brother, 
Larry (Linda) Watts of Eads, Colo.; and a sister, Donna 
Parker of St. Joseph, Mo. 

She was preceded in death by her husband; her parents; 
a granddaughter, Renee Solomon; a brother, Stanley Watts; 
and a brother-in-law, Gene Parker.

Along with her husband Bill, Patricia owned and oper-
ated Union County Press and the Jackson Peach Orchard 
for many years. 

Graveside funeral services for Patricia Jackson were at 
1 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9, at the Anna Cemetery, with the 
Rev. Carl Dillow officiating. Interment followed.

Memorials can be made to Residential Hospice. 
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Billy Ray Keller
Billy Ray Keller, 89, of Anna, died 

Tuesday, Feb. 9, at the Illinois Veterans 
Home in Anna.

Funeral arrangements were pending at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Congressman announces committee assignments
U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, 

R-Ill., has announced his 
committee assignments for 
the 117th Congress. 

Bost said on Feb. 4 that 
he will serve as the lead 
Republican on the House 
Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs and as a member of 
the House Committee on 
Transportation and Infra-
structure.

“I am honored to an-
nounce that I will continue 
to serve on both the Veter-
ans’ Affairs and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure 
Committees for the 117th 

Adapting healthy lifestyle reduces heart disease risk
Heart disease is a general 

term referring to several 
types of heart conditions. 

The most common form 
of heart disease in the Unit-
ed States is coronary artery 
disease, CAD.

CAD occurs when the 
major blood vessels sup-
plying blood to the heart 
become damaged or dis-
eased. This is often associ-
ated with atherosclerosis. 

When plaque is depos-
ited on the arteries’ walls, 
the vessels become less 
flexible, and narrowing 
can occur, contributing to 
decreased blood flow. 

As a result, the heart 
cannot get enough blood, 
which supplies the neces-
sary nutrients and oxygen, 
to work correctly. 

If this occurs, the heart 

muscle will weaken, in-
creasing the risk of heart 
failure, chest pain or a heart 
attack.

“In the United States, 
someone has a heart attack 
every 40 seconds, so know-
ing your risk and taking 
steps to prevent this is more 
important than ever,” says 
Diane Reinhold, a Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension 
nutrition and wellness ed-
ucator. 

“Although heart disease 
is the leading cause of death 
in America, each of us can 
take steps to reduce our 
risk of developing heart 
disease.”

Research shows adopt-
ing a healthy lifestyle, es-
pecially if you have a high 
genetic risk, can reduce 
your relative risk of devel-

oping CAD by nearly 50 
percent. 

Understanding how life-
style can increase your risk 
of developing heart disease 
can help you make the nec-
essary changes to reduce 
your risk, Reinhold says.

U of I Extension is high-
lighting heart-healthy tips 
during a social media cam-
paign for February’s obser-
vance of American Heart 
Month.

Practical tips related 
to increasing knowledge 
about heart disease and 
steps to prevent and man-
age it are shared.

“You can begin by eating 
healthy and moving more,” 
Reinhold says. “Eating a 
healthy diet focused on 
fruits, vegetables, whole 
grains, legumes, nuts, 

lean animal proteins, fish 
and healthy fats has many 
health benefits, including 
reducing cholesterol and 
blood pressure.”

Other suggestions to fur-
ther reduce risk include 
limiting refined carbohy-
drates, processed meats, 
sodium, added sugar and 
saturated fats.

“Engaging in at least 150 
minutes of moderate-inten-
sity physical activity a week 
will also help decrease your 
risk of developing heart 
disease,” Reinhold says. 

“Physical activity is truly 
one of the best things you 
can do for your health. It 
strengthens your heart, 
improves blood flow to the 
small vessels throughout 
the body and increases your 
healthy HDL cholesterol.”

Congress,” Bost said in a 
news release. 

“As the lead Republican 
on the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, it is my mis-
sion to ensure that veterans 
in Southern Illinois and 
around the nation receive 
the care and benefits they 
have earned. 

“In addition to my work 
for our veterans, I will 
continue to be a strong ad-
vocate for Southern Illinois’ 
infrastructure needs. 

“Our region is a major 
transportation hub for our 
nation, which is why it is 

vitally important that we re-
build our highways, roads, 
locks and dams. 

“I believe that my posi-
tion on these committees 
will ensure that the interests 
of Southern Illinoisans are 
well-represented in Con-
gress.”

Bost’s committee and 
subcommittee assignments 
follow: 

House Committee on 

Veterans’ Affairs, lead Re-
publican.

House Committee on 
Transportation and Infra-
structure.

House Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit.

House Subcommittee on 
Railroads, Pipelines and 
Hazardous Materials.

House Subcommittee 
on Water Resources and 
Environment.

Pastor's Corner
by Pastor Don Cox

what I know:
all of reality in existence . . . did not 
create itself!
Congregational Church of Alto Pass

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
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2021 is the 20th anniversary of the Shawnee Mass Transit District. Established by county resolution in 2001, 
Shawnee MTD is a state and federally funded public transportation provider serving the five southernmost 
counties in Illinois: Alexander, Johnson, Massac, Pulaski and Union. 

Shawnee MTD’s mission is to provide safe, affordable and effective transportation to all the citizens of our 
five-county district, with emphasis on service to seniors, the disabled and the economically disadvantaged. 
Shawnee MTD aims to make its service area more livable by increasing the availability of necessary services 
and maximizing employment opportunities.

As of 2021, the Shawnee Mass Transit District Board of Directors consists of one representative from each county in 
the organization’s service, area. The Chairman of the Board, Nancy Doss, represents Pulaski County. Vice Chairman 
Elmer Pullen is from Massac County. Union County is represented by Board Secretary Jim Clark. Rick Nannie, of 
Johnson County, serves as treasurer. Sidney Miller represents Alexander County.

Shawnee Mass Transit District           Page 17

ServiceS

Connecting the region

HiStory

Twenty Years of Shawnee MTD, a legacy that stretches back decades
The history of public 

transportation in the area 
now serviced by Shawnee 
Mass Transit District dates 
back over 40 years. Initial 
feasibility studies for a mass 
transit service took place in 
November of 1979. From 
the early 1980s, a pub-
lic transportation program 
was operated by Shaw-
nee Development Council, 
Inc. That program, as the 
“Shawnee Transportation 
Authority”, served residents 
across the area for nearly 
two decades.

In 2001, the County Com-
missioners of Alexander, 
Johnson, Massac, Pulaski 
and Union counties together 
passed resolutions estab-
lishing plans for a mass 

Shawnee Mass Transit operates a fleet of over 50 vehicles that by 2015 had logged well over 11 million miles. The 
fleet has accumulated more than enough mileage to circle the entire planet over 500 times! Instead of circling the 
earth though, Shawnee MTD operates bus routes that are a little closer to home.

In-town routes are operated in Anna/Jonesboro, Metropolis and Vienna, with shuttle routes from Cairo to Cape, 
Anna to Carbondale, and more available. Riders can request transpiration 24-48 hours in advance, and with a few 
hours notice residential pickup is available across the region.

While Shawnee MTD emphasis the impact of public transportation services for seniors, the disabled, and the eco-
nomically disadvantaged, rides are available for any individual or group.

Shawnee Mass Transit serves the same five-county area as Shawnee Community College, and runs bus routes 
every day that connect residents to the main campus in Ullin and to SCC’s extension centers.

In addition to cash for fares or arrangements made through Medicaid for non-emergency medical trips, monthly 
passes are available for in-town shuttle routes and from Shawnee Community College. For more information on various 
routes or to purchase a pass, visit shawneemtd.com or call 866-577-6278.

transit district. While rep-
resentatives were chosen 
and the board was ready to 
move forward, the Illinois 
legislature did not appro-
priate any money for the 
district throughout 2001 and 
2002, leaving the transition 
in limbo and the future of 
mass transit in Southern 
Illinois in jeopardy.

With formal state funding 
finally secured in 2003, 
Shawnee MTD assumed 
control of the remainder 
of Shawnee Development 
Council’s equipment and 
resource and becomes the 
sole source for public trans-
portation across its current 
service area. The first ad-
ministrative offices are op-
erated out of the fire station 

in Ullin with satellite depots 
in Anna and Metropolis.

Also in 2003, the Shaw-
nee Mass Transit District 
began conducting business 
under the name SMART, or 
Southern Most Area Rural 
Transit). The name proves 
popular and catches on. In 
2013, as part of an overall 
re-brand aimed at encour-
aging rides of all ages and 
backgrounds, the SMART 
name is discontinued and 
Shawnee Mass Transit 
District continues using its 
original name.

In 2005, administrative of-
fices were moved to Shaw-
nee Community College in 
Ullin, on Rustic Campus. 
The maintenance facility is 
relocated to Karnak.

In 2009, Shawnee MTD 
relocated its administrative 
offices to 1001, West Vine 
Street in Vienna, at the old 
John De Chevrolet Dealer-
ship. With a grant applica-
tion completed for a new 
Vehicle Maintenance Facil-
ity, Johnson County 2000 
donated over four acres of 
land in the Johnson County 
Industrial-Technology Park 
in Vienna. The City of Vien-
na committed to waive costs 
associated with setting up 
sewer, water and gas for 
the site. Johnson County 
donated labor and materials 
for the construction of two 
additional entrances for the 
property, as well as $25,000 
toward development of the 
project site.

In April of 2014, ground 
was broken at the new Ve-
hicle Maintenance Facility, 
which would also serve as 
the new permanent admin-
istrative office. In July of the 
following year, Shawnee 
MTD moves in and opera-
tions commence at the new 
location.

The 15,219-square-foot 
building was the product 
of over $2 million in con-
struction expenses made 
possible by the American 

Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009. The large 
complex allowed Shawnee 
MTD to unify all of the differ-
ent operational departments 
under one roof. Prior to the 
move, the main garage and 
maintenance facilities were 
located in Karnak while the 
administrative offices were 
headquartered in Vienna. 
Compared to the old Karnak 
garage, the new building 
offered ceilings high enough 
for all the necessary equip-
ment and lifts. The spacious 
and isolated location in the 
industrial and technology 
park also meant buses no 
longer had to back out of the 
garage and onto the high-

way, as they did in Karnak.
In 2015, the City of Me-

tropolis conveyed to Shaw-
nee MTD 3.5 acres of land 
in the Metropolis Industrial 
Park for the construction of 
a new depot.

In 2021, Shawnee MTD 
employs over 60 staff mem-
bers and is projected to 
complete the construction of 
two new depots in Metrop-
olis and Mounds, serving 
Massac and Pulaski/Alex-
ander County respectively. 
The new state-of-the-art 
buildings will replace the 
previously-rented facilities. 
Another new depot facility 
in Anna is scheduled to be 
built in the near future.

Pictured above, one of the oldest public transit vehicles 
from the Shawnee Transit Authority, a precursor to 
Shawnee MTD which operated throughout the 1980s 
and 1990s. Below is a portion of the current fleet of 
Shawnee Mass Transit District buses.

The new Shawnee MTD 
Mounds Depot will service 

Alexander and Pulaski 
counties. The building will be 
completed in mid April 2021.

The under-construction 
Shawnee MTD Depot in the 
Metropolis Industrial Park, 
set to finish construction 
in March of 2021.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Assistance available
to help those in need

The Union County Alliance of Churches, UCAC, met 
last week, and we realized that we are staring a looming 
crisis in the face. That crisis is grounded in the eviction 
and utilities cutoff moratoriums that came into effect last 
spring. 

The UCAC helps those who are having a hard time pay-
ing their rent and utilities (electricity, water and gas). That 
is part of our calling as Christians, to help those in need. 

James 2:15-16 says, “If a brother or sister is poorly 
clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to 
them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ without giving 
them the things needed for the body, what good is that?” 

Isaiah 58:6-7 tells us, “Is not this the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of 
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every 
yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and 
bring the homeless poor into your house.’” 

The UCAC is an expression of this calling, undertaken 
jointly between churches around Union County, to fulfill 
the Biblical mandate to minister to the poor and needy.

Here’s the problem: since the moratoriums began, there 
are a lot of people who have acted as though their rent 
and utilities payments had been cancelled, rather than 
simply delayed. 

Instead of continuing to pay their bills, and if need be us-
ing their stimulus checks (which at this point total $1,800 
per adult, as well as extra for children), they have treated 
the pandemic as a financial holiday with no repercussions 
down the line. 

Please note well: I said “a lot of people,” not all, by 
any means. By and large, people who didn’t lose their 
jobs, and even those who did, have not taken this tack, 
and have been very frugal in the face of an unknown and 
uncertain future. 

But enough people have taken the easy way that when 
the moratoriums on evictions and cutoffs expire, churches, 
as well as other helping agencies, such as the Shawnee 
Development Council, are going to be swamped with more 
requests for help – large requests, a thousand dollars and 
above – than we can possibly handle.

Unless, that is, something changes between now and 
then.

Many, perhaps most, residents of Union County know 
people who, for whatever reason, have gotten behind on 
rent or utilities payments, thinking that there will be no 
consequences. 

The word needs to be spread to such folks that their 
belief is mistaken, and that evictions and cutoffs are com-
ing for those who do not pay their bills. 

Furthermore, those in public housing need to know they 
will be unable to simply ignore their bills and move to 
another county or state and get public housing elsewhere. 
Finally, utilities will not be turned back on until accounts 
are cleared.

That being the case, the message these people need to 
hear is twofold. First, they need to plan now to pay their 
back rent or utility bills. The upcoming stimulus check 
likely to come out of Washington in the next few weeks 
would be an excellent place to start. Second, if they don’t 
know how to manage their finances so they can avoid the 
pain to come, they should seek help. 

I and other pastors, as well as employees at other help-
ing agencies, can assist them in putting their finances in 
order. Budgeting needs to be done, payment plans may be 
available, and other forms of assistance can be found. They 
just need to ask for the help, which they will get readily. 
They need to know that they are much more likely to get 
help planning or negotiating with creditors than they are 
to get $1,000-plus to satisfy unpaid bills.

The pandemic has affected all of us. In the face of it, 
some have made bad choices. But that doesn’t make them 
bad people. It makes them people who need help. There 
are many who stand ready to provide it. Spread the word.

This article was shared by the Rev. David Fischler, 
who is the pastor at the First Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church in Anna.

Blue jay bugs bald eagle...and other stuff, too...

One morning last week, while on the way to The 
Paragraph Factory, I happened to see this large bird, 
with a white head, in a tree...in town...

Once again this week...a little bit of this...and a little 
bit of that...

I am so glad (he wrote sarcastically) that Tom Brady 
won another Super Bowl. By the way, in keeping with 
tradition, I have once again used the words “Super Bowl” 
without the express written consent of the National Foot-
ball League. I am sorry.

Meanwhile...
Looks like it’s going to get really cold in our little corner 

of the world by the time the weekend rolls around. Really, 
really cold. For us, anyway. And that just might follow 
ice and various other nasty winter stuff that was in the 
forecast earlier this week.

(Seemed like it was pretty cold last Sunday. I think 
the thermometer on our front porch showed 27 degrees 
when I decided to go for a walk. The sun was shining at 
the time, so it at least looked nice outdoors. I’m here to 
tell you, though, walking into the north wind almost hurt.)

At the time this masterpiece was being created last 
Sunday night, the weather forecast was calling for an al-
leged high temperature near 21 degrees by the time Friday 
arrives, followed by a low of 9.

Then, on Saturday, there’s a chance for snow showers 
and another “high” near 21, followed by a low around 4. 
4???!!!! Sunday, the “high” supposedly will be near 18.

(Could be worse. Wind chills as cold as 50 degrees 
below zero were expected early this week in the Northern 
Plains and Upper Midwest.)

Folks, if it’s going to get cold like we’re in Montana or 
Michigan, please stay warm...and safe. And don’t forget 
your critters. (Mention is made of Montana and Michigan 
just because that’s where The Other Half and yours truly 
started our Journeys Through Life.)

Speaking of masterpiece, and critters, The Other Half 
and your writer have been watching episodes of the PBS 
“Masterpiece” series “All Creatures Great and Small.” 
Jolly good, as the British might say. Or might not. I do 
not know.

Meanwhile...
Speaking of critters...more specifically, critters with 

feathers, I wanted to share something totally unexpected 
which happened one morning last week.

I was heading to The Paragaph Factory, and hadn’t 
even made it out of the village we call home. I caught a 
glimpse of a rather large bird as it flew across the highway 

in front of me. My first impression was the bird might 
have had a white tail.

Was that a bald eagle?
Think I’ll stop and take a look. Just in case the bird 

might have landed in a tree where it could be spotted. I 
pulled off highway...looked to my left...

The answer, in a word, was yes. The bird was a bald 
eagle. And it was kind enough to land in a tree right along 
the highway. Just so I could take lots of photographs.  
Which I did. All the while, I kept thinking how odd it was 
to see such a majestic creature right in town. 

While posing for photographs, the bald eagle was joined 
by a noisy blue jay, which took time out of its busy morn-
ing to engage in a behavior which I subsequently learned 
is called “mobbing.” 

The Cornell Lab’s “All About Birds” feature which can 
be found online explains that mobbing is “when smaller 
birds swoop and dash at flying or perched larger birds 
(and sometimes mammals). They typically do this in an 
effort to drive away potential predators from a breeding 
territory, a nest, or young, or a nonbreeding home range.” 

Jays, as in the blue jay I saw irritating the bald eagle, 
are among the birds which like to mob. This particular 
blue jay was indeed swooping and dashing and flying 
at a perched larger bird...the aforementioned bald eagle.  

The bald eagle put up with the blue jay, and the photog-
rapher, for about five minutes, and apparently decided it 
had better ways to spend the morning. The raptor took to 
the air, by itself, without a mob, and flew off to the west, 
disappearing over a tree line to the west of the highway 
and nearby railroad tracks.

Meanwhile...
Allow me to close this week with a note to my sweet-

heart...Happy Valentine’s Day. Don’t know how I could 
do this whole pandemic thing without you.

A very brave blue jay seemed to enjoy irritating the 
bald eagle. The blue jay was a smart, and quick, little 
bird. That’s the blue jay in the upper left hand corner 
of the photo.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, February 11, 1971

Ira O. Karraker, 94, president of the First National Bank, 
Jonesboro, since 1923, and one of Union County’s oldest 
and most revered residents, died Monday, Feb. 8, in St. 
Francis Hospital, Cape Girardeau, Mo. He started working 
at the bank in Jonesboro in 1898, acting as janitor.

Dongola voters went to the polls Saturday, Feb. 6, and 
voted overwhelmingly to build an addition to the present 
grade school to be used by high school students, by a vote 
of ten to one.

Approximately one-fourth of the City of Jonesboro 
was without water for almost six hours Monday, Feb. 8, 
caused by a break in a major water main.

***
The weatherman “threw the book” at the Union County 

area this past week, when rain, snow, ice, sleet, sunshine, 
high winds and tornado watches were recorded for the 
area.

The high for the week was 58 Thursday, Feb. 4, when 
tornado watches were in effect from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

The low was 1, recorded Tuesday, Feb. 9, the lowest 
recording for the winter thus far.

A total of 1.10 inches of snowfall was recorded during 
the past week.

An ice storm struck the area Wednesday, Feb. 3, making 
highways and streets hazardous and forcing the closing 
of schools for the first time this winter.

***
From the Alto Pass Happenings: It was a very snowy, 

cold day here in Southern Illinois Sunday. Temperatures 
were in the lower twenties.

Illinois Master Naturalist program plans
to begin virtual training program in March

Those who have a love of nature and a desire to pro-
vide education and service to help their local community 
are invited to participate in the Illinois Master Naturalist 
volunteer training program. 

University of Illinois Extension is planning to host a 
virtual training program this spring for the next cohort of 
Master Naturalists. 

The Master Naturalist program provides science-based 
educational opportunities that connect people with nature 
and help them become engaged environmental stewards. 

The program consists of eight class sessions, taught 
by regional experts in the field on topics such as ecology, 
invasive species, mammals, birds, forestry, geology and 
much more.

The spring training program is scheduled to be held 
through Zoom on Thursdays, from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., 
starting March 18 and continuing until May 8. 

Additional socially distanced hikes may be available on 
Saturdays based upon participants’ interests. 

Following the training, participants complete a 60-hour 
volunteer internship to become certified as Master Natural-
ists within two years. 

After certification, volunteers continue learning and 
volunteering to remain active Master Naturalists by com-
pleting 10 hours of continuing education and 30 hours of 
volunteering each year. 

Volunteer opportunities are numerous in the area, in-
cluding helping with educational programs at local state 
parks and refuges, helping with natural areas restoration 
and education, or collecting data as a citizen scientist. 

Applications are due Feb. 26, and can be found online 
at extension.illinois.edu/master-naturalists-12 under the 
tab labeled “steps for joining.” 

Acceptance into the program will require a mandatory 
background check and an informal Zoom interview. 

The program has a $250 fee, which covers the cost of 
training and a Master Naturalist manual. 

Extension educator Erin Garrett is the local Master 
Naturalist coordinator for Union, Alexander, Johnson, 
Massac and Pulaski counties. 

For more information about the program, contact Gar-
rett at emedvecz@illinois.edu or 618-658-5321, or Austin 
Little at little84@illinois.edu or 618-687-1727.

Cover crops, soil health to be addressed
Emerging research on cover crops’ impact on soil health 

provide new best practices for grain and oilseed producers, 
vegetable growers and livestock farmers. 

The Midwest Cover Crops Council plans to provide 
practical recommendations at its virtual annual confer-
ence, which is scheduled Feb. 23-25. 

University of Illinois Extension joins 12 other land 
grant universities in this alliance to further knowledge 
about soil health and productivity. 

More information, as well as registration, is available 
online at https://www.ineventors.com/mccc21. 

The cost is $35, which allows access to 10 live discus-
sions, plus anytime access to the recordings for 30 days 
following the conference. 
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