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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Blue Star Memorial Marker
The Blue Star Memorial Marker at the Anna-Jo 

Garden Club Park in Anna.

Dedication in 1997
Dedication of the Blue Star Memorial Marker at the Anna-Jo Garden Club 

Park on Nov. 11, 1997. Anna-Jo Garden Club photo. 

The Anna-Jo Garden 
Club is launching a cam-
paign to help with the pur-
chase of a Gold Star Memo-
rial Marker.

The Gold Star Memo-
rial Marker will be placed 
with honor at the Anna-Jo 
Garden Club Park.

The park is located along 
East Vienna Street in Anna, 
next to McDonald’s. 

Anna-Jo Garden Club led 
an effort for the placing of a 
Blue Star Memorial Marker 
at the park.

A dedication ceremony 
for the Blue Star Memorial 
Marker was held on Nov. 
11, 1997. Nov. 11 is Veter-
ans Day.

The Blue Star Memorial 
Markers are designed to pay 
tribute to the nation’s armed 
forces as a whole.  

The Garden Clubs of Il-
linois Inc. and its member 
clubs have placed 149 Blue 
Star Memorial Markers 
throughout the state since 
the program’s inception in 
Illinois in 1948.

The Gold Star Memorial 
Marker program represents 
those fallen heroes who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice 
for the nation’s freedom.    

Gold Star families live 
daily with the pain of the 
sacrifice their loved one 
made for us.   

The garden club noted 
that there are only two Gold 
Star Memorial Markers in 
the State of Illinois. 

The nearest one to Union 
County is in Peoria; the 
other is in the Chicago area.   

Anna-Jo Garden Club 
said that adding  a Gold Star 
Memorial Marker in Anna 
would represent the Garden 
Clubs of Illinois District 
VII and all of Southern Il-
linois communities.   

The local garden club’s 
members says that it is an 
honor to be able to host the 
marker that represents these 
brave men and women... 
and their families.  

The club’s goal is raise 
the money which is needed 
and to host a dedication 

ceremony at the Anna-Jo 
Garden Club Park on Gold 
Star Mother’s Day, which 
will be commemorated on 
Sept. 25. 

Those who would like to 
help support the Gold Star 
Memorial Marker fund are 
invited to send a donation 
to Betty Sirles, Anna-Jo 
Garden Club Treasurer, 
Memo: Gold Star Marker, 
9760 State Route 127 N, 
PO Box 130, Alto Pass, Ill. 
62905-0130.

Garden club launches Gold Star Memorial campaign

Congratulations, and best 
of luck, to the Anna-Jones-
boro Community High 
School girls’ bowling team 
and wrestlers who have ad-
vanced to state competition.

***
Illinois Department of 

Public Health statistics 
show that more than 3 mil-
lion cases of COVID-19 
have been reported in the 
state since the start of the 
pandemic.

***
Presidents’ Day will be 

commemorated on Mon-
day, Feb. 21.

***
The Illinois Department 

of Revenue reports that 
Union County has been 
issued a tentative tax mul-
tiplier of 1.0000.

***
An American Red Cross 

blood drive is scheduled 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 23, 
at Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School.

***
Anna School District No. 

37 is planning to host an 
American Red Cross blood 
drive from noon to 5 p.m. 
on March 1.

***
Anna School District No. 

37 is participating in a 5 Es-
sentials Survey.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Com-

munity High School student 
Eric Chen earned all-con-
ference honors at a recent 
JV Scholar Bowl confer-
ence tournament.

***
The A-JCHS library is 

making note of a “Blind 
Date with a Book” event.

***
The Cobden School Dis-

trict is voicing pride in 
Leslie Morales, who has 
received a Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale 
Chancellor Scholarship.

***
Abby Remsey and Brock 

Reynolds are Cobden High 
School’s homecoming 
queen and king.

(continued on page 2)

Anna Police Chief Bryan 
Watkins on Tuesday report-
ed that two 18-year-old men 
from the area have been 
arrested in connection with 
several theft complaints. 

Watkins said the Anna 
Police Department conduct-
ed a two-week investigation 
into five motor vehicle 
thefts, possession of stolen 
property and thefts from 
motor vehicles in the City 
of Anna.  

As a result of the investi-
gation, two arrest warrants 
were obtained through the 
Union County state’s at-
torney’s office.  

Watkins said that one of 
the suspects was arrested 
in connection with motor 
vehicle theft, motor vehicle 
theft conspiracy, unlawful 
possession of a weapon 
by a felon, unlawful pos-
session of a stolen firearm, 
theft and criminal damage 
to property.  

The suspect is in custody 
at the Jackson County Jail 
in Murphysboro.

The second subject was 
arrested in connection with 
motor vehicle theft, motor 
vehicle theft conspiracy, 
unlawful possession of a 
stolen firearm, theft and 
criminal damage to prop-
erty.  

The suspect also is in cus-
tody at the Jackson County 
Jail in Murphysboro.

Watkins said the Anna 
Police Department is pursu-

ing more arrests in connec-
tion to these crimes.  

Watkins again urged 
members of the public to 
lock their vehicles and their 
homes to help prevent crim-
inal activity. 

He also urged everyone 
to keep their valuables out 
of plain sight.  

“This will help keep your 
personal property less at-
tractive to criminals,” Wat-
kins stated.  

Tuesday’s announcement 
about the arrest of two 
suspects came following a 
report the Anna police chief 
issued last week about the 
five vehicle thefts, which 
had occurred since the first 
of the year.  

Watkins said last week 
that four of the five vehicles 
have been recovered. 

“Each of the stolen ve-
hicles were unlocked,” Wat-
kins stated.

The Anna Police Depart-
ment urges everyone to lock 
their vehicle and house 
doors and to do “what you 
can to make your personal 
property less attractive to 
these criminals.”  

There have been multiple 
unlocked vehicles broken 
into, with personal prop-
erty stolen from inside the 
vehicles.

“Also, please be vigilant 
and report any suspicious 
activity to the police at 833-
5500,” Watkins said.

Anna police arrest
two theft suspects

Illinois face coverings mandate to be lifted

Melting snow, sleet, ice
A mound of snow, sleet and ice was melting in the sunshine last week at a 

parking lot in Anna. The frozen precipitation had fallen on the area Feb. 3-4. 
The AnnaVista highrise can be seen in the photograph.

River flood outlook issued
The National Weather 

Service office in Paducah 
has issued a flood potential 
outlook for its service area.

The office’s service area 
includes parts of Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky. 
Union County is in the 
service area.

The flood potential out-
look was posted on the 
weather service office’s 
website on Feb. 11.

The outlook covers the 
time period from mid-Feb-
ruary through mid-May. 
The outlook includes the 
mid-Mississippi and lower 
Ohio rivers and their tribu-
taries in Southern Illinois, 

Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky.

Union County is bordered 
on the west by the Missis-
sippi River. The county is 
bordered on the northwest 
by the Big Muddy River, 
which is one of the Missis-
sippi’s tributaries.

Flood potential is av-
erage or normal for the 
outlook period for much 
of the Mississippi River 
Basin and its tributaries 
across southwest Illinois, 
Southeast Missouri and far 
west Kentucky.

Flooding in this region 
occurs mainly due to condi-
tions of ground moisture, 
river flows and expected 

precipitation. 
As of last week, the area 

was still melting off the last 
of the ice, sleet and snow 
from a Feb. 3-4 winter 
storm, with minimal contri-
butions to local watersheds.

A fairly normal snow-
pack lies north of the re-
gion. Soil moisture was 
normal to a little above 
normal.

Given all these factors, 
flood risk remains normal 
to above normal across the 
region, the weather service 
advised. Additional flood-
ing through the spring will 
be mainly dependent on 
the track of spring storm 
systems.

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois

jnowicki@capitol-
newsillinois.com 

SPRINGFIELD – If hos-
pitalizations for COVID-19 
continue to decline for the 
rest of the month, Gov. JB 
Pritzker plans to lift his ex-
ecutive order that mandates 
face coverings indoors by 
Feb. 28. The plan does not 
apply to schools. 

It’s unclear what lev-
el of rise in hospitaliza-

tions could lead the state 
to change its course, but 
Pritzker and health officials 
said at an afternoon news 
conference on Wednesday, 
Feb. 9, that such a scenario 
was not out of the question. 

“It’s the end of the state-
wide mask mandate,” Pritz-
ker said of the planned Feb. 
28 lifting of the order. 

“But as we’ve all said, 
if things get very bad, I 
think we’ve seen this before 
with the onslaught of delta 

and then omicron (vari-
ants of the coronavirus), 
boy, masks really helped 
us to keep infection rates, 
transmission rates down. 
So, there may come a time 
in the future when that hap-
pens.”

Regardless of what hap-
pens with hospitalizations, 
masks will continue to be 
mandated at schools, on 
school busses and other 
public transportation, at 
nursing homes and congre-

gate living facilities, and at 
day cares beyond March 1. 

“ T h e  e q u a t i o n  f o r 
schools just looks different 
right now than it does for 
the general population,” 
Pritzker said at the news 
conference in Chicago. 

“Schools need a little 
more time for community 
infection rates to drop, for 
our youngest learners to 
become vaccine eligible 
and for more parents to get 
their kids vaccinated.”

Masks, testing and vac-
cines have worked to keep 
schools open, Pritzker said, 
and that was the primary 
goal of the administration. 

But whether he has the 
authority to issue such man-
dates in schools will be a 
question decided by state 
courts. 

The 4th District Court of 
Appeals is currently con-
sidering whether a lower

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
 court’s temporary restrain-
ing order on the governor’s 
school mandates pertaining 
to about 170 school districts 
will remain in effect. 

Pritzker called Judge 
Raylene Grischow’s opin-
ion an “extremely bad de-
cision,” as well as “poorly 
written” and “poorly de-
cided.”

Without giving a time-
line, Pritzker said “in the 
coming weeks” school 
mask mandates could be 
lifted if the state continues 
to see progress in terms of 
hospitalization and disease 
spread.

The reason the state was 
able to get to a place where 
Pritzker could consider lift-
ing the mandate, he said, is 
because hospitalizations for 
COVID-19, which pushed 
heights of 7,400 cases in 
mid-January, had fallen 
by nearly two-thirds, to 
2,496 cases as of Tuesday 
night, Feb. 8. That marked 
a decrease of more than 140 
from the day prior. 

Twenty percent of state-
wide intensive care unit 
beds were available as 
of Tuesday night, Feb. 8, 
which was up from a low of 
about 8 percent four weeks 
ago, Pritzker said last week. 

It’s a faster decline in 
hospitalizations than at 
any point in the pandemic, 
Pritzker said. 

Illinois Department of 
Public Health director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike said 89 percent 
of those hospitalizations 
were in unvaccinated indi-
viduals. 

Approximately 75 per-
cent of the state’s popula-
tion had received at least 
one dose of the vaccine, 
according the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, putting Illinois 

at the top of Midwestern 
states. 

Ezike said lifting the 
mandate does not signify an 
end to COVID-19, but the 
latest in the state’s effort to 
“coexist with COVID.”

“Your actions that you’ve 
already taken have helped 
to reduce the amount of 
virus circulating and it ab-
solutely has saved lives,” 
she said. 

“But be clear that CO-
VID is not gone and it won’t 
be gone on Feb. 28. So, we 
are going to continue to find 
ways to live with the virus.” 

The path forward likely 
includes masks, vaccines, 
testing and creating safer 
settings through better ven-
tilation, she said. 

Local jurisdictions and 
businesses may continue 
to enforce stricter masking 
guidelines than outlined by 
the state. 

Pritzker did not state 
specific metric thresholds 
would need to be met be-
fore school mask mandates 
could be lifted, but noted he 
hoped it would be “weeks 
rather than months” when 
a decision could be made. 

He deferred to Dr. Em-
ily Landon, an infectious 
disease specialist at the 
University of Chicago, 
when asked about specific 
metrics. 

Landon said “metrics are 
really tough” when it comes 
to COVID-19 tracking. 

The CDC recommends 
an analysis of COVID-19 
cases and positivity rates, 
but new at-home tests could 
change that calculus. 

For schools, which can 
serve as a breeding ground 
for the virus as community 
hubs, case rates, hospital-
izations and other metrics 
should be watched, she 
said.

Face coverings
Flexibility is needed, 

she said earlier in the news 
conference. 

“Many have asked for a 
metric or a number that will 
guide the rules and regula-
tions,” she said. 

“But each wave of this 
pandemic has had different 
characteristics, different be-
havior, and no single metric 
has been able to reliably 
predict the outcomes and 
the trajectory of each of the 
variants.”

Ultimately, Pritzker said, 
his decisions will come 
down to the advice of doc-
tors, epidemiologists and 
the CDC. 

“People really do feel 
that the trajectory here is 
one that we’re going to be 
able to hold onto,” he said. 

The announcement didn’t 
sit well with Republicans in 
the General Assembly who 
have criticized Pritzker’s 
“top-down” approach to the 
pandemic. 

House Republican Lead-
er Jim Durkin, R-Western 
Springs, criticized the gov-
ernor in a statement.

“Gov. Pritzker’s failure 
to have a clear plan in place 
for schools to give parents 
and children hope of re-
turning to a normal life is 
astounding,” Durkin said 
in the statement. 

“It is year three of this 
pandemic, and continuing 
to leave these families in 
the dark, with no data or 
metrics presented, is uncon-
scionable and a clear sign 
the governor should not be 
trusted to get us out of this 
pandemic.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 

Union County
COVID Cases

Update
Feb. 13: 5,263 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
Feb. 9: 5,235 total 

cases. 62 deaths.
Feb. 8: 5,229 total 

cases. 62 deaths.
Feb. 7: 5,210 total 

cases. 61 deaths.
Feb. 6: 5,178 total 

cases. 61 total deaths.
Feb. 3: 5,149 total 

cases. 61 total deaths.
Feb. 1: 5,112 total 

cases. 61 total deaths.
Jan. 30: 5,041 total 

cases. 60 total deaths.
Jan. 27: 4,955 total 

cases. 59 total deaths.
Jan. 26: 4,897 total 

cases. 59 total deaths.
Jan. 25: 4,819 total 

cases. 59 total deaths.
Jan. 24: 4,759 total 

cases. 59 deaths.
Jan. 23: 4,687 total 

cases. 59 deaths.
Jan. 20: 4,553 total 

cases. 58 deaths.
Jan. 17: 4,131 total 

cases. 57 deaths.
Jan. 13: 4,175 total 

cases. 57 deaths.
Source: Illinois Department 

of Public Health website. 
Numbers represent statistics 
since the start of the pandemic.

Strong storm system
could bring damaging
winds to region Thursday

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
early this week was alert-
ing the region’s residents 
about a strong storm system 
which could bring a threat 
of severe thunderstorms on 
Thursday, today.

“Damaging winds will 
be the main threat,” the 

weather service office ad-
vised on its website.

The forecast posted on 
Tuesday morning for the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region was calling for 
gusty winds of up to 35 to 
45 miles per hour on both 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
today.

Locally heavy rain also 
was in the forecast. The 
Union County area could 
receive 1.5 to 2 inches of 
rain.

A big fluctuation in tem-
peratures also is in the fore-
cast.

Here’s a look at the fore-
cast for the Union County 
area which was posted 
Tuesday morning by the 
weather service office:

Thursday, today: Rain 
and possibly a thunder-
storm before 4 p.m.; then 
rain likely. Some of the rain 
could produce heavy rain-
fall. High near 62. Breezy, 
with a south wind 15 to 21 
mph becoming southwest in 
the afternoon. Winds could 
gust as high as 37 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 
100 percent.

Thursday night: Rain 
likely before 7 p.m. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 
19. Blustery, with a north 
northwest wind 19 to 24 
mph decreasing to 10 to 15 
mph after midnight. Winds 
could gust as high as 32 
mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60 percent.

Friday: Sunny, with a 
high near 38. North north-
west wind 5 to 9 mph be-
coming light and variable.

Friday night: Clear, with 
a low around 28. South 
southwest wind around 7 
p.m.

Saturday is expected to 
be sunny, with a high near 
50. Sunshine is in the fore-
cast for Sunday, too, with a 
high near 57.

(continued from page 1)
Auditions are scheduled 

Feb. 22 for an upcoming 
Cobden High School pro-
duction of “The One-Act 
Play That Goes Wrong.”

***
Music, food and an auc-

tion are planned at a Cob-
den Music Boosters “Ap-
plerockers” event which is 
scheduled from 5 p.m. to 
8 p.m. Feb. 26 at the Anna 
VFW post.

***
Shawnee School Dis-

trict No. 84 is highlighting 
“Twins, Ties, Tutus and 
Tacos” on 2-22-22.

***
The Cobden Women’s 

Club plans to meet at 1 
p.m. Thursday, today, in 
the Family Living Center 
at the First Baptist Church 
in Cobden.

***
A short story discussion 

with pizza is planned at 6 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 21, at 
the Anna Arts Center.

***
The National Weather 

Service office in Paducah 
is seeking to recruit two 
college/university students 
as volunteers for this sum-
mer. Details were posted on 
the weather service office’s 
website.

***
The Pulaski-Alexander 

County Soil and Water 
Conservation District is 
accepting orders for fish to 
stock ponds and small lakes 
until March 2, with pick up 
planned on March 16.

***
Southern Illinois Univer-

sity Carbondale has sched-
uled spring commencement 
ceremonies for May 6-7.

Sheriff issues
activity report

Union County Sheriff 
Dale Foster has released 
a Union County Sheriff’s 
Office activity report for the 
month of January.

Highlights from the re-
port follow:

69 criminal arrests. One 
warrant served. 22 felony 
arrests. 14 misdemeanor 
arrests. 14 traffic tickets 
issued.

Weekly new
COVID-19 cases

reported in Illinois
Feb. 10: 29,939
Feb. 4: 60,389

Jan. 28: 123,812
Jan. 21: 183,722
Jan. 14: 207,203
Jan. 7: 201,428

Dec. 30: 128,246
Dec. 23: 77,246
Dec. 17: 59,312
Dec. 10: 49,668
Dec. 3: 42,559
Nov. 24: 21,034
Nov. 19: 28,280
Nov. 12: 22,600
Nov. 5: 17,462
Oct. 29: 14,616
Oct. 22: 15,131
Oct. 15: 15,669
Oct. 8: 19,244
Oct. 1: 18,735

Sept. 24: 21,787
Sept. 17: 25,956
Sept. 10: 26,062
Sept. 3: 30,319
Aug. 27: 25,636
Aug. 20: 24,682
Aug. 13: 21,334
Aug. 6: 16,742
July 30: 11,682
July 23: 7,983
July 16: 4,449
July 9: 2,945
July 2: 2,120

June 25: 1,744
June 18: 928

Source: Illinois Department of 
Public Health

29,939 new cases
reported in state

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, on 
Thursday, Feb. 10, reported 
29,939 new confirmed and 
probable cases of corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) 
in Illinois, including an 
increase of 499 deaths since 
reporting on Feb. 4.

The number of cases 
reported Feb. 10 was down 
from Feb. 4, when the total 
was 60,389. On Jan. 28, 
a total of 123,812 were 
reported.

On Feb. 10, IDPH was re-
porting a total of 2,987,502 
cases, including 31,795 
deaths, in 102 counties in 
Illinois, since the start of 
the pandemic.  

News Notes

TAX PREP & 
ACCOUNTING

for individuals, 
corporations, 

partnerships and estates
✍ Tax Preparation & Filing
✍ Strategic Tax Planning
✍ Audit Representation
✍ Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
✍ Fractional CFO Services

April 18, 2022
is the filing deadline 

to submit 2021
tax returns.

Call now for your 
appointment, and 

beat the rush!

Whitney Accounting
105 Transcraft  Drive • Anna, IL

618-833-2145
Mark Chamness, CPA  • Nathan Treece, CPA 9P

10
G
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Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

8-11G
10GP

Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Phishing is a term that describes how a criminal uses 'spoofed' e-mails to 
lead consumers to counterfeit websites designed to trick recipients into 
divulging financial data such as credit card numbers, account numbers, 
passwords and Social Security numbers. Hijacking brand name banks, 
e-retailers and credit card companies, phishers often convince recipients 
to respond. Our bank will never ask for your personal information in 
an e-mail. Be suspicious of  any electronic messages, phone calls or mail 
requests that ask for personal data. If  you ever have any questions or 
concerns, please call us at 618-833-4546.

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

looks can be
deceiving . . .

don't get hooked
by a fake.

Phishing: avoid becoming a victim

Annual stockholders meeting held
Stockholders of Anna-Jonesboro National Bank conducted an annual 

meeting last week. Officers and directors were elected for the coming year. 
Seated are chairman Phil Hileman and president Scott Wilson. Standing are 
Larry Carter, Rusty Flamm, Greg Wood and Mark Chamness. Director Dr. Steve 
Beatty could not be present for the photograph.

Happy Valentine’s Day...
Staff members from Rural Health Inc. donated Valentines to residents 

of Union County Hospital Long Term Care in Anna on Thursday, Feb. 10. 
(Valentine’s Day was celebrated on Monday, Feb. 14.) The special donation 
was arranged by the staff relations committee at Rural Health Inc. Valentines 
were created by various staff members at Rural Health. From left are Kristen 
Hodges, Union County Hospital Long Term Care administrator; Gerry Smith; 
and Ali Brown, Amanda Harris and Serena Smith, Rural Health Incorporated 
case management. Photo provided.

Civil War Weekend in Union County

Guest speaker at dinner plans 
to share story of U.S. Navy officer

Dr. Ed Finch
D r.  E d  F i n c h  i s 

scheduled to be guest 
speaker at a Civil War 
Weekend Blue and Gray 
Dinner in Anna. Photo 
provided.

Civil War Weekend ac-
tivities are scheduled Feb. 
25-27 at the Shawnee Hills 
Arts Council’s Anna Arts 
Center and at the PAST or-
ganization’s Heritage House 
in Jonesboro.

Most of the weekend’s 
activities are scheduled to 
take place at the arts center, 
which is located at 125 W. 
Davie St. in Anna.

All Civil War Weekend 
activities will be open to 
the public. 

Friday Night: Blue and 
Gray Dinner

The first event is sched-

uled to be a Blue and Gray 
Dinner, which is planned 
Friday, Feb. 25, at 6 p.m.

The dinner will be catered 
by The Kitchen on Lafayette 
in Anna. 

Tickets for the dinner are 
$25 each. Those who would 
like to order a ticket are 
asked to RSVP by no later 
than Feb. 21. An RSVP can 
be sent to Lee Hackney, by 
email at vabchlee@gmail.
com or by phone at 904-
625-1109. 

The guest speaker at the 
dinner is scheduled to be Dr. 
Ed Finch. 

Finch plans to give a pre-
sentation in which he will 
portray Capt. Silas Wright 
Terry. Terry was an officer 
in the U.S. Navy during the 
Civil War.

The presentation will 
highlight Terry’s experi-
ences during the Red River 
Campaign, as well as when 
he escorted President Abra-
ham Lincoln to Richmond, 
Va., at the end of the Civil 
War.

Finch holds a doctorate 
in history education. For 
six years, he was executive 
director of the Stephenson 
County Museum in Free-
port.

In 2010, the Naval In-
stitute Press published his 
first book, a biography ti-
tled “Beneath the Waves: 
The Life and Navy of Capt. 
Edward L. Beach, Jr.” Since 
2015, he has published five 
novels.

Saturday: Speakers, Ex-
hibits, Anna Arts Center

Speakers and exhibits are 
planned from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 26. 
Events on Saturday are free. 
The schedule follows:

9 a.m. Dr. Edward F. 
Finch, “The United States 
Navy in the Civil War.”

10:15 a.m. Brian “Fox” 
Ellis, Illinois Road Scholar, 
“Walt Whitman’s Lincoln.”

11:30 a.m. Mike Mc-
Nally, history instructor 
at Shawnee Community 
College, “Britain and the 
American Civil War.”  

1 p.m. Dr. Nancy Kinsey 
Caldwell, musicologist, “A 
Soundtrack for Wartime: 
The Songs of the Civil War.” 

2:15 p.m. Ed and Diane 
Annable, winners of the 
2018 Delta Award for South-
ern Illinois Historians and 
Authors, will discuss a his-
torical narrative of the sol-
diers from Johnson County.

Sunday: Heritage House
PAST of Union County 

plans to host an open house 
at its Heritage House in 
Jonesboro from 1:30 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 27. 
Heritage House is located at 
102 S. Main St. Admission 
is free.

Local historian and author 
Darrel Dexter is scheduled 
to give a presentation at 2 
p.m.

4-H achievement
awards celebrated

On Saturday, Jan. 29, 4-H 
achievement awards for 
4-H members for the 2020-
2021 year were awarded in 
a drive-by fashion as a way 
for everyone to be safe and 
recognized. 

4-Hers from Union, Alex-
ander, Johnson, Massac and 
Pulaski counties were rec-
ognized throughout the day.

“Awards recognize youth 
who have pledged to use their 
head, heart, hands and health 
to support their communities 
and their world,” said Lisa 
Diaz, University of Illinois 
Extension assistant dean and 
4-H director.

The hands-on approach 
and experiential learning 
offered through 4-H equips 
young people with the tools, 
life skills and encouragement 
they need to put them in the 
driver’s seat to make great 
things happen in their life 
beyond 4-H. 

“We are pleased to be able 

to recognize 4-H youth and 
their accomplishments, their 
hard work does not go unno-
ticed and the 4-H staff is very 
proud to celebrate each one 
of them,” said Unit 27 4-H 
youth development educator 
Kristi Stout.

A 4-H backdrop was 
available for pictures. Re-
freshments were a decorat-
ed homemade prepackaged 
cookie made by a 4-H alumni 
who is a young entrepreneur 
of a bakery...seen as a perfect 
example of how learning life 
skills through 4-H can assist 
anyone with achieving their 
future goals. 

Despite the Covid surge, 
4-H staff crafted an inno-
vative way to celebrate 
4-H achievement. It was a 
well-attended event on a 
cold day.

Information about enroll-
ing in 4-H is available by 
contacting a local Extension 
office.

4-H Foundation
awards scholarships

The career achievements 
of Illinois 4-H members 
are being celebrated with 
$45,000 in scholarships 
awarded by the Illinois 4-H 
Foundation.

The scholarships are 
awarded to five Illinois 
4-H members in nine focus 
categories and are based on 
merit and a demonstrated 
standard of 4-H excellence.

Scholarship winners in-
clude a 4-Her from Union 
County, as well as other 
Southern Illinois counties.

“These youth exhibit 
excellence and mastery in 
these interest areas,” Lisa 
Diaz, University of Illinois 
Extension assistant dean 
and 4-H director, said in a 
news release.

“These awards celebrate 
the hard work, dedication, 
growth and leadership these 
youth have exhibited.”

The Illinois 4-H Foun-
dation raises private and 
corporate funds to support 
the Illinois 4-H program.  

“Our donors deeply val-
ue education,” foundation 
executive director Angie 
Barnard said. 

“Their support of not 
only our program, but also 
the future education of 4-H 
members is so valuable.”

A celebration and cere-
mony are planned April 9 
in Champaign. The 2022 
Experience Award winners 
will also be celebrated at 
this event.

Forty-five young adults 
were chosen as scholar-
ship winners in one of nine 
divisions of the State 4-H 
Award. Each winner re-
ceives a $1,000 scholarship.

The nine divisions in-
clude animal sciences, civil 
engagement and global liv-
ing, creative and perform-
ing arts and communica-
tions, food systems, healthy 
living and nutrititons, lead-
ership, natural resources 
and environmental science, 

personal growth and STEM 
and robotics.

Callysta Borders from 
Union County and Lexi 
Cobin from Perry County 
were among the winners in 
the food systems division.

The food systems award 
focuses on youth who have 
focused on food production, 
processing, distribution and 
access. 

The award is  spon-
sored by Bernie and Susan 
Heisner, Donna Mueller, 
Evelyn Brandt Thomas, Dr. 
Larry Hageman and Ray 
and Patricia Brownfield.

Michelle Wang from 
Jackson County was among 
the winners in the leader-
ship division.

The leadership award 
recognizes youth that have 
focused on the development 
of leadership skills, includ-
ing offices held, committees 
served on, programs led and 
public presentations given 
on behalf of 4-H.  

The award is sponsored 
by Patricia Clickener, Don-
na Mueller, Dr. Janice Seitz 
and Chicago Farmers.
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History made for A-J squad

Wildcat wrestlers
advance to state

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
wrestling team will be rep-
resented by six student ath-
letes at state competition.

The team’s achieve-
ments are making histo-
ry at the Union County 
school.

Four boys, along with an 
alternate, on the A-J squad 
are headed to the Class 1A 
state tournament, which is 
scheduled this weekend in 
Bloomington.

The four state qualifiers 
are the most in the school’s 
history.

In a first, a girl on the A-J 
squad also has advanced 
to state.

Boys’ State Tourna-
ment

The Wildcat wrestlers 
competed in the Vandalia 
Sectional last week and all 
of them placed among the 
top four finishers. The top 
four advance to the Class 
1A state tournament.

The foursome for A-J 

A-J wrestler Orie Dover, right, has qualified for 
state. Photo provided.

A-J wrestlers Drew Sadler, Blake Mays, Caleb 
Mays and T.J. Macy are heading to state. Photo 
provided.

advancing are 2nd place 
finishers Blake Mays, 138 
pounds, and Caleb Mays, 
145 pounds, and 3rd place 
finishers Drew Sadler, 106 
pounds, and T.J. Macy, 132 
pounds.

Danie l  Dove r,  120 
pounds, will advance as an 
alternate at the state meet.

“I like our draws at state,” 
A-J wrestling team head 
coach Chase Hargrave said.

Girls’ State Tourna-
ment

A-J’s Orie Dover, wres-
tling in the 125-pound class, 
finished in 4th place at the 
Peoria girls’ sectional last 
week and will advance to 
the girls’ state tournament, 
which is scheduled Feb. 25-
26 in Bloomington.

Dover is making history 
by being the first girl to 
compete at the state level 
in wrestling for A-J.

Unlike the boys, there 
are no classes divided up 
for the girls in Illinois; they 
compete in only one class.

Anna-Jonesboro girls’ bowling team
headed to state for first time

For the first time in the school’s history, Anna-Jonesboro Community High School 
will be sending its girls’ bowling team to compete at state. The A-J team qualified for 
the state tournament on the merits of a third-place finish at sectional competition, which 
was held Saturday, Feb. 12, in Mt. Vernon. 

At the sectional tournament, A-J finished behind Collinsville and Salem, with a 
team score of 5542. Twelve teams competed at the sectional. Madi Hawk led the A-J 
in individual scoring, finishing fifth overall in the tournament. The Illinois High School 
Association state tournament is set for Feb. 18-19 in Rockford. Members of the A-J 
bowling team are, in the first row, coach Cary Quick, Ruby Duskey and coach Micah 
Cross. In the second row are Ruby Lawrence, Olivia Myers, Sara Sinisi, Whitley Quick, 
Jaden Ebberts and Madi Hawk. Photo provided.

Egyptian
tops Shawnee

The visiting Shawnee 
High School boy’ basket-
ball team couldn’t recover 
from a 16-9 first quarter 
in the loss to Egyptian 
Wednesday, Feb. 9.

Dryden Wills led Shaw-
nee with 18 points. Kay-
man Ford scored 8, Dustin 
Smith 6, Ryan Libbert 5, 
Noah Mayberry 4 and Koda  
Abraham, Brody Wills, 
Allie Myers and Karsynne 
Livingston 2 apiece.

The Shawnee junior var-
sity topped Egyptian 42-27.

Ford led Shawnee with 
14 points. Dryden Wills 
scored 11, Brody Wills 7, 
Libbert 6, Livingston 3 and 
Myers 1.

Shawnee is scheduled to 
play in the Class 1A Egyp-
tian regional Saturday.

Dongola boys' 
basketball 
team in action

The  Dongo la  H igh 
School boys’ basketball 
team lost four games in 
recent action.

Pope County 61, Don-
gola 25: The host De-
mons fell behind early and 
couldn’t catch up on the 
Senior Night loss Thursday, 
Feb. 10.

Blake Herren led Don-
gola with 9 points. Ryan 
Johnson scored 7, Cameron 
Halphen 6, D.J. Higgins 2 
and Charlie Aden 1.

Egyptian 69, Dongola 
53: Visiting Dongola trailed 
15-5 after one quarter in the 
loss Wednesday, Feb. 9.

Halphen led Dongola 
with 20 points. Herren 
scored 14, Aden 10, John-
son 7 and Noah Wiseman 2.

Herrin Agape 58, Don-
gola 17. The host Demons 
couldn’t catch up after fall-
ing behind 17-7 after one 
quarter Tuesday, Feb. 8.

Herren and Halphen 
led Dongola with 6 points 
apiece. Aden scored 3 and 
James Shipley 2.

Century 66, Dongola 
40: The visiting Demons 
couldn’t recover from a 25-
11 deficit after one quarter 
in the loss Tuesday, Feb. 1.

Johnson had 14 points 
to lead Dongola. Herren 
scored 11, Halphren 10, 
Aden 3 and Higgins 2.

Dongola is scheduled 
to play Thursday, today, 
at Cairo, and competes 
Saturday in the Class 1A 
Egyptian regional.

Appleknockers improve
to 19-3 with two wins

The Cobden High School 
boys’ basketball team im-
proved to 19-3 with two 
wins in action last week.

Cobden 82, Egyptian 
37: Cobden pulled ahead 
early on the way to the win 
at Unity Point in Carbon-
dale Friday, Feb. 11.

The Appleknockers led 
24-12 after one quarter and 
47-24 at the half.

Elliott  Lowndes had 32 
points, including 26 in the 
first half, to lead Cobden.

Tyler Franklin scored 29 
points for Cobden. Cohen 
Moore scored 8, Brock 
Reynolds 5, Brady Bundren 
3 and Drake Campbell, 
Cooper Flamm and Edwin 
Funes 2 apiece.

Cobden 60, Shawnee 
21: The visiting Apple-
knockers were up 24-3 after 
one quarter on their way to 
the win Tuesday, Feb. 8.

Lowndes led Cobden 
with 29 points, with 25 
coming in the first half. 
Franklin scored 12 points. 
Flamm scored 5, Funes 4, 
Reynolds and Tom Cole-
man 3 apiece and Bundren 
and Moore 2 each.

Cobden plays Thursday, 
today, at Meridian for the 
South Egyptian Conference 
championship.

The Appleknockers play 
again in the first round 
of the Class 1A Egyptian 
regional at Dongola this 
Saturday, Feb. 19.

Vienna scores OT victory over 
A-J in girls’ regional action

Vienna defeated visit-
ing Anna-Jonesboro 44-37 
in overtime in first round 
action of the A-J Class 2A 
regional Saturday, Feb. 12.

The Lady Wildcats were 
only 5 of 16 from the free 
throw line, while the Lady 
Eagles were 16 of 19 from 
the charity stripe.

“Our free throws hurt 
us,” A-J head coach Matt 
Denny said. “But we didn’t 
capitalize on our shooting.”

Vienna led 9-7 after one 
quarter. A-J rallied to pull 
ahead 20-18 at the half. 
The Lady Eagles led 28-25 
at the end of three quarters. 
The Lady Wildcats tied the 
game 32-32 at the end of 
regulation play.

Brodie Denny led A-J 
with 14 points and a re-
bound and assist. She made 
four 3-pointers.

Addison Denny had 11 
points, 12 rebounds, 2 as-
sists and a steal. Jenna 
Sadler had 6 points, 3 as-
sists and 2 rebounds. Macie 
George had 4 points and 2 
rebounds. Marlee Smith 
had 3 points and rebounds, 
an assist and a steal. Riley 
Cruse had 2 assists.

A-J 53, Goreville 41: 
The visiting Lady Wildcats 
were ahead 20-11 on the 
way to the win Wednesday, 
Feb. 9.

Addison Denny had 29 
points, 16 rebounds, 2 steals 
and an assist to lead the 
way.

Brodie Denny had 8 
points, 3 assists and a steal. 
Cruse had 7 points and an 
assist. Sadler had 2 points, 
7 rebounds, an assist and 
steal. Smith had 7 points, 
2 steals and a rebound. 

George had 2 rebounds and 
blocked shots.

A-J  57 ,  Norths ide 
Christian of Mayfield, 
Ky., 20: Visiting A-J pulled 
ahead 14-7 after one quarter 
on the way to the win Mon-
day, Feb. 7.

Addison Denny had 16 
points, 9 rebounds, 4 steals 
and 2 assists to lead A-J.

Smith had 12 points, 4 as-
sists and a steal. Brodie Den-
ny had 8 points, 5 rebounds 
and 2 assists. Cruse had 5 
points, a rebound, an assist 
and a steal. Gakhara Harris 
had 5 points and 2 rebounds, 
assists and steals. Darci 
McMahan had 5 points, a 
rebound and a steal. Sadler 
had 2  points and 2 assists 
and steals. Gamieka Harris 
had 2 points and 2 assists. 
Ariana Turner had 2 points, 
a rebound and an assist.

A-J closes out the season 
with a 14-17 overall record.

Wildcats score win on
road against Century

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team fin-
ished 1-2 in action last 
week.

Nashville 54, A-J 24: 
The visi t ing Wildcats 
couldn’t recover from a 
15-8 first quarter in the loss 
Saturday, Feb. 12.

Dylan Harvel led the 
Wildcats with 9 points and 
2 rebounds.

Landon Trammel had 
7 points and a rebound. 
Ethan Carver had 6 points 
and a rebound. Laighton 
Mixen had 2 points and 
a rebound. Bryce Henry 
and Payton Denny had 2 
rebounds apiece and Evan 
Hall had a rebound.

A-J was 8 of 18 in shot 
attempts  from the floor, 1 of 
8 from 3-point range and 5 
of 6 from the free throw line.

The Hornets were 14 of 
26 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 6 of 15 from 3-point 
range and 8 of 9 from the 
charity stripe.

Du Quoin 48, A-J 35: 
The visi t ing Wildcats 
couldn’t hold the lead in 
the loss Friday, Feb. 11.

The game was tied 8-8 
after one quarter. A-J was 
ahead 21-19 at the half and 
29-27 at the end of three 
periods.

Landon Trammel had 11 
points and 4 rebounds for 
A-J. Harvel had 9 points 
and 5 rebounds. Dawson 
Trammel had 6 points. Mix-
en had 5 points. Carver had 
21 points and 4 rebounds. 
Denny had 2 points and 
3 rebounds. Henry had 4 
rebounds.

A-J was 9 of 26 in shot 
attempts from the floor, 5 
of 19 from 3-point range 
and 2 of 4 from the free 
throw line.

The Indians were 17 of 
35 in shot attempts from the 
floor, 1 of 11 from 3-point 
range and 11 of 17 from the 
free throw line.

A-J 69, Century 37: The 
visiting Wildcats pulled 
ahead early on the way to 
the win Tuesday, Feb. 8.

The Wildcats led 24-6 
after one quarter, 44-18 
at the half and 55-30 after 
three quarters.

Landon Trammel had 24 
points and 2 rebounds to 
lead A-J.

Dawson Trammel had 
19 points and 3 rebounds. 
Harvel had 7 points and 
3 rebounds. Henry had 
5 points and 7 rebounds. 
Mixen had 4 points and 2 
rebounds. Taj Hodges had 3 
points. Denny had 4 points 
and 3 rebounds. Carver had 
2 points and 2 rebounds.

A-J was 19 of 36 in shot 
attempts from the floor, 10 
of 29 from 3-point range 
and 1 of 7 from the free 
throw line.

The Centurions were 
15 of 34 in shot attempts 
from the floor, 1 of 11 from 
3-point range and 11 of 17 
from the free throw line.

A-J was scheduled to 
play Tuesday to close out 
regular season play on Se-
nior Night against Egyp-
tian. The Wildcats play at 5 
p.m. at home Friday against 
Johnston City in the first 
round of the West Frankfort 
Class 2A regional.

REC Your Body Indoor
Triathlon planned at SIU

The 24th annual REC 
Your Body Indoor Triath-
lon is scheduled Feb. 27 at 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale.

Everyone ages 10 and 
older is welcome to sign up 
to participate.

Hosted by the SIU Tri-
athlon Club, a registered 
student organization, in con-
junction with SIU’s Recre-
ational Sports and Services, 
the event includes a 10-min-
ute swim, a 20-minute bicy-
cle race and a 15-minute run.

Organizers say it’s a great 
event for families and those 
who don’t have a lot of tri-
athlon experience. 

But, seeds are based on 

experience so even the most 
seasoned athletes will enjoy 
a competitive experience.

A maximum of 60 partic-
ipants will be accepted. Any 
competitor under the age of 
18 must be accompanied by 
a parent or guardian.

The event is scheduled to 
begin at 9 a.m. and partici-
pants will compete in four 
waves. 

Cycling will be done on 
a stationary bike while the 
running portion will be on 
a 200-meter indoor track 
and the swimming in the 
center’s pool.

SIU is committed to 
protecting the community, 
so all those participating 
must follow current campus 
and state pandemic safe-
ty protocols. Anyone with 
COVID-19 symptoms will 
not be allowed to participate.

The top three female and 
male participants will receive 
prizes, as will the top female 
and male finisher in each of 
the numerous age groups.

All race registration is 
required in advance. The 
cost is $25 per person, and 
the deadline is Feb. 25.

Sign up and complete 
race details can be found 
online at trisignup.com.

Organizers said that vol-
unteer helpers are also wel-
come and can sign up on the 
website.

For additional informa-
tion, email caytris@siu.edu 
or sean.spoerre@siu.edu.

Shawnee National Forest offers Fee-Free Days
The U.S. Forest Service 

will waive fees at many of 
its campgrounds on special 
days throughout 2022 as 
part of the federal land man-
agement fee-free program.

“These fee-free days are 
our way of thanking our 
many visitors, but also to 
encourage people to get 
outside and enjoy their pub-
lic lands,” recreation pro-
gram manager Chad Deaton 
said in a news release.

The Shawnee National 
Forest in Southern Illinois 
has campgrounds which are 
included in the fee waiver.

The campgrounds include 
Garden of the Gods, Pounds 
Hollow, Camp Cadiz, Pine 
Hills and Johnson Creek. 

Concessionaire operat-
ed campgrounds are not 
included in the fee waiver.

Fee-Free Days which are 
scheduled in 2022 include:

Feb. 21, Presidents’ Day, 
which honors the nation’s 
presidents, with particular 
attention towards commem-
orating former Presidents 
George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln.

June 11, National Get 
Outdoors Day, which is a 
day when federal agencies, 
nonprofit organizations 
and the recreation industry 
encourage healthy, outdoor 
activities.

Sept. 24, National Public 
Lands Day, which is the 
nation’s largest, single-day 

volunteer effort in support 
of public lands.

Nov. 11, Veterans Day, 
which commemorates the 
end of World War I and 
pays tribute to all military 
heroes, past and present.

The fee-free program is 
offered in cooperation with 
other federal land manage-
ment agencies under the 
Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act. 

The Forest Service offers 
an interactive map online at 
www.fs.fed.us/ivm which 
shows where to find a na-
tional forest or grassland.

More information also 
can be found online at www.
fs.usda.gov/main/shawnee/
learning/safety-ethics.
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MONROE COUNTY AUCTION
ONLINE BIDDING IS CURRENTLY LIVE!

BIDDING WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FRIDAY, MARCH 4TH AT 4:00 PM (CST)

Presenting 127.83 acres m/l, 100% tillable according to the FSA office with an 
average Productivity Index of 104. This tract will be offered through an ONLINE 
ONLY auction where all bidding must be done online. Located in Section 2 of 
Township 5 and Section 35 of Township 4, Monroe County, Illinois.

PeoplesCompany.com | Listing #16004

Travis Smock: 319.361.8089, Travis@PeoplesCompany.com

Visit our website: triplecmeats.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986 46GTF

Custom ProCessing of
Beef, Pork, goat, sheeP

Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

Results of the Union County
Soil and Water Conservation

District Election 2/8/2022

The following were re-elected for the 2022 
Board of Directors: Carlyn Light and Larry 
Hale. Bill Clutts was newly elected for the 
2022 Board of Directors. 10GP

Anna School District No. 37 Board of 
Education acts on use of face coverings

In a unanimous decision 
by the Anna School District 
No. 37 Board of Education, 
schools in the district will 
no longer be required to 
abide by mandates set by 
Gov. JB Pritzker regarding 
the wearing of face cov-
erings in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

District 37 includes Lin-
coln Elementary School and 
Anna Junior High School/
Davie Elementary School.

The decision was made 
at a special school board 
meeting which was held 
in the lower gym at Anna 
Junior High School/Da-
vie Elementary School on 
Wednesday evening, Feb. 9. 

Anna will follow suit 
with several other school 
districts in the area which 
have dropped the safety 
guidelines recommended 
by the Illinois Department 
of Public Health. 

The changes came in 
the wake of a ruling by 
Sangamon County Circuit 
Judge Raylene Grischow, 
which granted a temporary 
restraining order blocking 
schools from enforcing the 

governor’s mandates. The 
decision is being appealed. 

The changes to the dis-
trict’s Return to Learn plan 
included making masks for 
students, staff and visitors 
strongly recommended, 
but optional. It also elim-
inated the requirement for 
staff members to either be 
vaccinated for COVID-19 
or undergo weekly COVID 
testing.

Masks will still be re-
quired for riding on a school 
bus, as required by federal 
law. 

Anna superintendent Dr. 
Julie Bullard stressed that 
other safety protocols will 
remain in effect, including 
the regular sanitation of 
classrooms and bell sched-
ules designed to cut down 
on hallway traffi c and aide 
in social distancing. 

The school board consid-
ered three different actions 
following the Grischow 
ruling. 

The fi rst option was to 
drop the mandates, effective 
immediately upon passing. 

The second option was 
to wait for the ruling by the 

appellate court, which is ex-
pected in the coming days. 

The third option was to 
leave the safety guidelines 
recommended by the IDPH 
and the Illinois State Board 
of Education in place. 

The board voted on the 
fi rst option, which passed 
unanimously. 

The Anna School Dis-
trict’s Board of Education’s 
next regularly scheduled 
meeting is set for Thursday, 
Feb. 24, at 5:30 p.m.

Effort behind youth building
project at Anna Park recalled

Union County resident 
Barbara Bauer shared that 
she had read about a youth 
building at the Anna City 
Park which appeared in A 
Page from the Past, which 
is a regular feature in the 
newspaper. 

A Page from the Past 
takes a look back at what 
was happening in Union 
County 50 years ago.

Bauer shared that at 
about the same time she 
read A Page from the Past, 
she found a fi le of hers from 
1971 with copies of a cou-
ple of articles that probably 
were sent to the newspaper.

We thank her for sharing 
the stories and a photo-
graph, too.

***
I s  a  Bui ld ing  Bee 

Old-Fashioned?
(Thought to be a news 

item written by Barb Bauer 
for The Gazette-Democrat 
November, 1971.)

Is a building bee old-fash-
ioned? The Anna-Jonesboro 
Rotary Club doesn’t think 
so!  

Beginning Saturday, No-
vember 13, 1971, the local 
Anna-Jonesboro Rotary 
Club will start construction 
of a 44 ft x 96 ft pole build-
ing at the Union County 
Fair Grounds.

The building is to be used 
for many purposes, but all 
will include the youth of 
our area.  

At fair time, it will be 
an exhibition building.  
Throughout the remainder 
of the year, the building will 
be available to youth groups 
and organizations.

The materials for con-
struction are being pur-
chased by State of Illinois 
rehabilitation funds, and are 
being provided at suppliers 
cost.

The reality of a new 
building came through the 
efforts of several interested 
persons of the county.  

Ground breaking ceremony
A ground breaking ceremony was held in November 1971 for a youth 

building at the Anna City Park, which is the home of the annual Union County 
Fair. Photo provided by Barbara Bauer.

Norm and Barb Bauer 
asked the FFA advisors, ag-
ricultural extension advis-
er, home extension adviser, 
4-H and Scout leaders, and 
others to meet and discuss 
a youth program for the 
fair.  

The past two years a 
junior livestock show has 
been included in the fair, 
however it was open to any-
one living in Illinois under 
21 years old.

In the coming year, 
an entire youth or junior 
department open only to 
Union-Johnson county 
youth will be included.  

This department will in-
clude many new classes and 
will be open to exhibitors 
age 5-19 years old.  

Youth Building Ground 
Breaking

Ground breaking cer-
emonies took place Sat-
urday morning, Novem-
ber 20, 1971, for a Youth 
Building located in the 
Anna City Park and Fair-
grounds.  

Introductory remarks 
were made by Norm Bau-
er, committee chairman, 
who explained that the 
building is intended to 
be used for exhibitions at 
fair time and to be made 
available throughout the 
year for various activities 
of youth organizations in 
the county.  

The building is intended 
to be secure at all times, 
governed by a youth and 
adult board, and have ac-
tivities scheduled.

An invocation was spo-
ken by Cindy Sauerbrunn, 
a youth representative 
of the United Christian 
Action Council of Union 
County.  

Boy Scout Jimmy Meller 
presented the American 
Flag and Mary Jo Kula 
of the Union County 4-H 
Clubs led the American 
Pledge of Allegience.

Words of encouragement 
and support of organized 
youth programs in the coun-
ty were offered by interest-
ed  citizens representing 
several local agencies and 
groups.  

Anna City Council was 
represented by Jack Lew-
is; Anna Park Board by 
Fred Chamness;  Anna 
Fair Board by Henry Dil-
low and Bob Rich; Union 
County Commissioners 
by  Ned Foley;  Home 
Economics and Agricul-
ture Extension by Ruby 
Kirsch; Police Depart-
ment by Dallas West; and 
schools by Milton Jung, 
Shawnee School.

Young people who repre-
sented youth organizations 
and helped turn the first 
shovels full of dirt were:  

A-J Teen Town repre-
sentative Steve Wright; 
U n i o n  C o u n t y  4 - H , 
Mary Jo Kula, Lou Bau-
er and Tim Bauer; Boy 
Scouts, Jimmy Meller; 
Girl Scouts, Deidre Tea-
ford; Cub Scouts, James 
Metzger; Brownie Scouts, 
Amy Belcher; Dongola 
Music Department, Mike 
Mil ler ;  and A-J  High 
School, Cindy Sauerbrunn 
and Victor Metzger.

Volunteers on the be-
ginning work force were 
Rotary Club members Joe 
Barkley, Maurice Metzger, 
Charles Glover, Jerry Rep-
pert and Norm Bauer.  

Interested parents and 
citizens who worked were:  
Edwin Eddleman, Collin 
Boyd, Milton Jung, Bill 
Stoner and Henry Dillow.  

Young people helping 
were Victor Metzger, Lou 
Bauer and Tim Bauer.  

The post holes were dug 
by Cunninham Electric’s 
Vance Peterson and Teen 
Town Parents’ Board pres-
ident Bud Hartje.  

Ground was leveled by 
Jim Watkins of the Union 
County Highway Depart-
ment.

Ref reshment s  were 
served by Anna Unit Home-
makers’ Extension mem-
bers Mrs. E.R. Poole, Mrs. 
Ed File and Mrs. Norman 
Bauer.

Building committee 
members Harold Hunzick-
er, “Bif” Rose and Norm 
Bauer may be contacted for 
more information.  

These members will ac-
cept any contributions in-
cluding time and materials. 
The next scheduled work 
day is Saturday, November 
27, 1971.

News from

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Feb. 13, in 
the morning service, Pastor 
Perry Williams continued 
speaking on his theme from 
the previous week, the need 
for revival, and the fact that 
people need hedges, or pro-
tection. The message was 
based on the 80th Psalm.

The service was sent via 
transmitter for worshippers 
who stayed in their cars on 
the church’s lower parking 
lot while tuned in to their 
radios on station 87.9 FM. 

The service also was 
live streamed on Facebook, 
where it can be viewed.

The church’s Facebook 
page, Jonesboro FBC, has 
videos and the latest in-
formation about possible 
closings.

Music director Dee Rose 
led worship. Debbie York 
was the pianist. Molly Jones 
sang a special, “Blessings 
(Mercies in Disguise).”

Sunday evening’s service 
was a Super Bowl fellow-
ship with finger foods, a 
devotion during halftime 
and games played during 
commercials.

Men’s Bible study was 
planned Monday night.

An LLL senior adult 
group meeting and pot-
luck were planned Tuesday 
morning.

A luncheon and baby 
shower for Molly Jones are 
planned for the ladies of the 
church at 11 a.m. Saturday. 
Those who want to attend 
are asked to RSVP by call-
ing 618-697-7344.

Birthdays: Cindy Pender, 
Liz Wilkins, Feb. 15; Betty 
Tutt, Feb. 18; Jackie Dil-
low, Feb. 19.

The regular schedule for 
worship at Jonesboro First 
Baptist Church includes 
Sunday School classes on 
Sunday at 9 a.m., Sunday 
morning worship at 10 
a.m. and Sunday evening 
worship at 6 p.m. 

The Dig-In Children’s 
program and a youth group 
meeting are scheduled from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
days.

Prayer and Bible study 
are scheduled at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. 

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A Sunday morning wor-

ship service was held Feb. 
13 in the church and on 
Zoom. 

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Randy Wright and the 
worship team.

The message given by 
Pastor Wright was titled 
“The Love of God.” Scrip-
ture was from 1 Corinthi-
ans, James, Daniel and 1 
Samuel. 

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and 
on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Birthdays: Vonda Hill, 
Jacob Wells, Feb. 13; Ron-
nie Crutchfield, Brandon 
Campbell, Feb. 15.

The church offers prayers 
and sympathy to the Hi-
leman family in the loss 
of their loved one, Emma 
Hileman. She was the sis-
ter-in-law of John J. Ligon 
and aunt to John P. Ligon 
and Lisa Skelton of the 
congregation at the Anna 
Church of the Nazarene.

A Prime Time Valentine 
luncheon is planned Feb. 17 
in the fellowship hall; meet 
at 11:30 a.m. and the meal 
at noon.

Fellowship Connect with 
soup and sandwiches is 
planned at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 
18 in the fellowship hall.

Breakfast will be served 
at 9 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 20.

Adult and children’s Sun-
day School is planned at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 20.

A morning worship ser-
vice is planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, Feb. 20.

Quizzing is planned at 5 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 20.

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 23 in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom, with the 
youth group meeting and 
children’s Bible quizzing 
in the fellowship hall. The 
pastor can be texted prior to 
the meeting for the Zoom 
password. 

Fellowship Connect with 
soup and sandwiches is 
planned at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 
25 in the fellowship hall.

A grocery giveaway is 
planned from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Feb. 26.

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church 
offi ce at 833-6702 and leav-
ing a  message if necessary 
or by calling Pastor Wright 
at 618-534-7103.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Twitter + 
Instagram

@GazetteDemocrat
or online at  
annanews.com

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat 
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Thus says the LORD: Cursed is the one who trusts in human beings, who seeks his strength in flesh, whose heart turns away from the LORD. He is like a barren bush in the desert that 
enjoys no change of season, but stands in a lava waste, a salt and empty earth. Blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose hope is the LORD. He is like a tree planted beside the 
waters that stretches out its roots to the stream: it fears not the heat when it comes; its leaves stay green; in the year of drought it shows no distress, but still bears fruit. From the Book 
of the Prophet Jeremiah

*******
Blessed the man who follows not the counsel of the wicked, nor walks in the way of sinners, nor sits in the company of the insolent, but delights in the law of the LORD and meditates 

on his law day and night. He is like a tree planted near running water, that yields its fruit in due season, and whose leaves never fade. Whatever he does, prospers. Not so the wicked, not 
so; they are like chaff which the wind drives away. For the LORD watches over the way of the just, but the way of the wicked vanishes. From the Psalms

*******
Brothers and sisters: If Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some among you say there is no resurrection of the dead? If the dead are not raised, neither has Christ 

been raised, and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins. Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped 
in Christ, we are the most pitiable people of all. But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. From 1 Corinthians

*******
Jesus came down with the Twelve and stood on a stretch of level ground with a great crowd of his disciples and a large number of the people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the 

coastal region of Tyre and Sidon. And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours. Blessed are you who are now hungry, 
for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name 
as evil on account of the Son of Man.

Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be great in heaven. For their ancestors treated the prophets in the same way. But woe to you who are rich, for you have 
received your consolation. Woe to you who are filled now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve and weep. Woe to you when all speak well of you, for 
their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way.” From the Gospel of Luke
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201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

We Carry All Major Tire Brands
And A Full Line Of Mastercraft Tires

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

Union County

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING

CALL FOR WINTER SPECIALS!
618-351-1881

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards

Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

We ca
re about your total body health and wellness.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.
618-833-2179

ozbournchiropractic.com

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ALTO PASS

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.
PASTOR - DON COX
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Here's
My Card!

For information, call 833-2158

The
Gazette-Democrat

• Raking • Trim
ming • Mowing

Reasonable
 Rates • Free E

stimates 

Call between 9:00 a.m
. and 4:00 p.

m. Mon. 

thru Fri. for
 further info

rmation.

LAWN CARE 

SERVICES
(618) 833-4956

P.O. Box 232 • Goreville, IL 62939

(618) 995-2670

Dave's Heating, Cooling

    & Electric
24 Hour Service

Residential - Commercial

FREE Estimates - Licensed - Insured

2900 State Route 127 S. • Jonesboro, IL

(618) 833-6400

David Agne, Owner

400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL 62952

Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed

Orchard Supplies

Home & Garden

Auto 
WashPhi

llip
s'

4 Hand Wash and 1 Automatic Bay

164 E. Vienna St. • Anna

GURLEY & SON

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

 Anna, IL Carbondale, IL Metropolis, IL

 833-5211 457-1922 524-8511

Carlos Gurley 
Bumper Gurley

Alex N. Belcher
Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker

400 New Hope Road

Buncombe, IL 62912www.ollisauction.com

Office: (618) 833-2227

Toll Free: (800) 272-9791

Fax: (618) 833-3377

Email: alex@ollisauction.com

This spot can 
be yours! Call

833-2158 today!

Terry & Tina Riley • P.O. Box 127 • Anna, IL 62906

618-833-9225 • Parts Dept. 800-329-2632

Family Owned & Operated

We PRINT to please . . . (618) 833-1883 ext. 24
t-shirts • sport bags • sweat-suit garments

team uniforms • school collectibles

sign products and more!

pleasing our

customers for 

over 10 years!

Open:

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Custom Processing and Retail Meats

Deer Processing October 1 through January 30

Jason Martin, Owner

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906 • 833-5986

Try advertising on our 

"Business Board"

Let us make a difference 

for your business!

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                                                                  By Suzan Harvel

Once again, it’s been a 
rough week for several fam-
ilies. 

Our sincere condolenc-
es to several families wo 
are missing loved ones this 
Valentine’s Day week: The 
families of Rex Adams; Jeff 
Powles; Thelma Vick; John 
Price; and Michael Burch, 
a childhood friend of mine 
in Georgia. We’ve learned 
Regina Hubble’s mother has 
passed away, as well. 

Funeral services for Debra 
Watson were held at the Mill 
Creek Baptist Church this 
past Saturday; 114 were in 
attendance. The church pro-
vided a meal for the family 
afterward. 

Saying goodbye is never 
easy, but the photos that were 
displayed showed a life well 
spent, and the stories told of 
a woman who loved, and was 
well loved in return. Rest in 
peace Debbie, your battle is 
over and your work is done.

Brother Bobby Richard-
son’s message was from 1 
John 3: 1-3. “Behold what 
manner of love the Father 
has bestowed on us, that we 
should be called children of 
God!” What a blessing the 
Father’s love is for us, that 
He loves us no matter what. 
Now, that is Love! 

Afterwards, the church 
invited everyone to attend 
their annual Valentine’s Day 
spaghetti dinner. Needless 
to say, there was a whole lot 
more than spaghetti on hand. 

Thanks to everyone that 
brought food and all those 
who helped with setup, clean-
up and all the extras for both 
the Watson funeral, and for 
the church dinner. We are 
truly blessed with folks that 

go that extra mile. 
Several people are on the 

mend: Kenzie Miller is doing 
great after scaring everyone 
with that ATV wreck; Vickie 
Jacobs goes to the doctor 
Wednesday and we hope the 
infection has cleared; Shirley 
Harvel is still recovering from 
her fall of a couple weeks 
ago; Bon Kohler is getting 
along well; Barb Layman 
is doing much better; Don 
Crumley will be having his 
surgery on March 29; and 
my daughter, Nikki Bates, is 
doing better. 

We’ve added Tracy Butler, 
Tim Aldrich, and Dennis 
Trexler to our prayer list this 
past Sunday. 

Last week’s paper had a 
message from Loretta Davis 
Sartore in the Anna News. 

Loretta and her sisters were 
ladies whom my mother, 
Willie Ann Smiddy Parker, 
mentioned often, when she 
spoke of her growing up 
years. Thank you for enjoying 
my column. 

Somewhere, I have a photo 
of you and your sisters at an 
ice cream social at Mill Creek 
back in the 1990s. All of 
you were wearing matching 
t-shirts. I have several of Vio-
la, since it appears they “hung 
out” together, or whatever the 
catch phrase was in the 1950s. 

One of these days, when 
I get a few spare moments, I 
need to get all of my mother’s 
photos sorted out. She had a 
lot of boxes of them. Some 
have names and some don’t, 
which is irritating now that’s 
she’s passed and I can’t ask 
her. Every day I find I have 
questions for her that I wish 
I could get answers to. 

Speaking of photos, Wel-

don Brown has been posting a 
lot of photos on social media 
of late. 

I truly love the ones of 
George “Doc” Brown and 
his store that was in Mill 
Creek. That place was such 
a fixture in my life as a child 
and teenager. 

My cousins and I would 
pick up the mail at the old 
post office from Morris Hunt-
er. We not only retrieved my 
grandparent’s mail, but my 
great grandmother, Mae Ar-
nold’s; and her sister’s Aunt 
Laurie Wright’s mail.  

Then we’d cross the street 
to Doc’s store. I can still close 
my eyes and mentally walk 
across those creaky wooden 
floors, through that store, and 
can nearly smell the fresh cut 
bologna. 

There were usually a cou-
ple of men in bibbed overalls 
sitting on benches outside the 
store talking. 

Anyway, Aunt Laurie 
would take a hankie out of 
her apron pocket and pay us 
in pennies and sometimes 
nickels for her delivery. 

This allowed us to collect 
enough money to buy sodas 
and candy at Doc’s. Sodas 
were five cents, gum was two 
or three pieces for a penny, or 
you could get a candy bar for 
a nickel. Fun times. Thanks 
for sharing those memories 
with us Weldon.

Another one posting old 
photos is my cousin, Travis 
Gene Wheaton. Now, he’s 
posting some really old ones. 

It’s just a blessing to have 
those old photos, in my opin-
ion. You learn so much from 
them: fashion, transportation, 
architecture, genealogy, geog-
raphy, and even advances in 

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

It was good to have most 
of the congregation recovered 
from illnesses or returned 
from travel and back in wor-
ship Sunday.

Rev. Thompson’s message 
was titled “I’m Back!” Scrip-
ture was from 1 Corinthians.

The scripture selection was 
Paul’s repeating to the Corin-
thian church the significance 
of the resurrection of Jesus.  

The message shared that 
“the religious leaders want-
ed Jesus dead, the Roman 
government did not want a 
rabble-rouser stirring things 
up, and society didn’t want 
their sinful ways pointed out.

“These three groups 
thought Jesus’ arrest, trial, 
crucifixion, and burial would 
put an end to Him and his 
followers would fade away.

“But in spite of a sealed 
tomb and 24/7 guards, God 
raised Him from the dead. 
That is the Good News of 
Jesus.  

“Because Christ conquered 
death, if we believe and re-
ceive Him into our hearts, 
we will be raised to Him in 
Heaven for eternity after our 
passing from life on Earth.”  

Addi Bonner and Addie 
Bates took up the offering. 
Tony Gerard is Camp Ground 
Church’s head elder for Feb-
ruary.  

Birthday greetings to Tym-
ber Roach, who turned 10 
the 12th; to Jonah Simmons, 
whose birthday will be the 
19th; and to Maudie Miller, 
whose birthday will be Sun-
day, the 20th.

The church extends sym-
pathy to all those grieving the 
loss of loved ones.

The church congratulates 
Addi Bonner of the congre-
gation for achieving the honor 
roll this past quarter at Anna 
Junior High School.

Dwight and Sandra Boaz 
spent 10 days recently with 
their grandchildren in Morris 
while their parents, Mark and 
Michaela were out of town.  
Morris received over a foot 
of snow and bitterly cold 
temperatures while Dwight 
and Sandra were there. The 
children were out of school a 
couple days; many activities 
were cancelled and some 
businesses were closed a 
while.

All are welcome to services 
at Camp Ground Church. Bi-
ble study begins at 9:30 a.m. 
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. each 
Sunday.

Worship also is available 
on Zoom. Those who would 
like to join in worship via 
Zoom can leave a message on 
the church phone (833-9000) 
with their email address or cell 
phone number and the link 
will be sent Sunday morning.

photography. A picture does 
“say a thousand words”...we 
just have to listen. 

The Super Bowl was 
observed at our house. Of 
course, not without a run to 
the store to get those forgotten 
or substituted items. 

Naturally, we ran into sev-
eral folks we knew while 
there. It was good to see Brent 
and Kathy Hileman...we see 
them there a lot; I also ran 
into a coworker, Sheri Wyatt; 
and we saw Holly and Beau 
Hartline as we were leaving. 

I’ve not seen Holly in a 
very long time. She didn’t 
recognize us at first, until I 
told her who we were and 
lowered my mask…it’s hard 
sometimes figuring out who’s 
behind the mask. 

Congratulations to the LA 
Rams, and a friend, Dalton 
Kohler, out in California. I 
hope you’re happy now.
News from

Mt. Moriah
Lutheran 
Church, Anna

Food Day is Sunday, Feb. 
20.

The youth group is sched-
uled to meet Sunday, Feb. 
28, at Mt. Moriah. Entry 
will be through the parking 
lot door. A game night is 
planned from 6 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m.

The church office is 
scheduled to be closed Mon-
day, Feb. 21, in observance 
of Presidents’ Day.

Small group Bible study 
is planned Tuesday, Feb. 22, 
at Salem Lutheran Church in 
Jonesboro.

The food pantry at Salem 
Lutheran Church is sched-
uled to be open from 4 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. on the second and 
third Tuesday of the month.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Twitter
@GazetteDemocrat

or online at  
annanews.com

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat 
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Obituaries

Stanley Michael Pearson II
Stanley Michael Pear-

son II, 73, of Cobden, died 
Thursday, Feb. 10, 2022, at 
his home. 

He was born on Oct. 27, 
1948, in Bay City, Mich., the 
son of Dr. Stanley Michael 
and Thelma Evelyn Rapps 
Pearson. 

He married Sheron McCoy 
on Dec. 11, 1970.

He is survived by his wife, 
Sheron Pearson of Cobden; 
a son, Michael Stanley (Erin 
Elizabeth) Pearson of Oak 
Ridge, Tenn.; a daughter, 
Jennifer Lynn (Andrew) Hawkins of Cobden; grandchil-
dren Brennan Connor Pearson, Elijah Drew Pearson, 
Mike Hawkins, AJ Hawkins and Gracie Hawkins; sisters 
Patricia Pearson of Bay City, Mich., Marcia Baker of 
Bay City, Mich., and Michelle Boyd of Fort Myers, Fla.; 
other relatives and friends. He was preceded in death by 
his parents and by a sister, Julie Taylor.

He was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church in 
Cobden. He loved music and played the organ and piano 
at the church for many years. 

He was on the board for the Union County Counseling 
Service for several years. He was a director of the respi-
ratory therapy program at Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, and for the last two years he worked in the 
PA program.  

A memorial Mass was held at 10 a.m. Monday, Feb. 
14, 2022, at St. Joseph Catholic Church in Cobden, with 
Father Uriel Salamanca and Deacon Pat Patterson offi-
ciating. Private interment was in the St. Joseph Catholic 
Cemetery in Cobden. 

Memorials can be made to the Shriners Children’s Hos-
pital or to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Cobden was in charge of 
arrangements.

Willie Smith
In Loving Memory of 

Willie Smith
Willie was born on April 1, 

1950. He resided in Chicago 
before he moved to Anna.

Willie lived at Independent 
Living Services (ILS2) until 
he passed away on the morn-
ing of Jan. 28, 2022. 

He worked at the JR Cen-
ter in Anna for many years 
until he got ill and wasn’t 
able to work anymore. 

Willie had lots of friends 
who loved him and will miss 
him dearly. Willie loved 
music, dancing, boxing, cowboys/westerns and playing 
around with his friends. 

Willie was a good man who touched a lot of people’s 
hearts and will truly be missed.

Memorial services for Willie will be at 11 a.m. Thurs-
day, today, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in 
Jonesboro.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Brian Edwards
Brian Edwards, 53, of 

Anna, died Saturday, Feb. 12. 
2022, at his home. 

He was born on Dec. 16, 
1968, in Cape Girardeau, the 
son of Johnny C. and Edith 
“Katie” McHughes Edwards. 

Mr. Edwards is survived 
by his mother, Katie Edwards 
of Anna; sons Christopher 
Edwards of Anna and Chan-
dler Edwards of Jonesboro; a 
daughter, Abbie Edwards of 
Anna; two grandchildren, Waylon and Everly K. Edwards; 
a brother, Anthony (Cindy) Edwards of Anna; a niece, 
Jordan Edwards; other relatives and friends. He had a 
special little dog and buddy, “Willie.” 

He was preceded in death by his father and by his 
grandparents.

Mr. Edwards worked for many years as a heavy equip-
ment operator with E.T. Simonds. He was a member of the 
Local 318 Operating Engineers. He was a life member of 
the Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 Auxiliary. 

Mr. Edwards was an avid outdoorsman. He loved 
gardening, playing pool, hunting for mushrooms and 
arrowheads, fishing and fish fries. 

A memorial service will be at 1 p.m. Thursday, today, 
at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna. Friends 
can call from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, today, at the 
funeral home. 

Memorials can be made to Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home to assist the family with final expenses.  

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Dr. Witold A. ‘Witek’ 
Szyfer, MD, PhD

 It is with great sorrow that 
the family of Dr. Witold A. 
“Witek” Szyfer announces 
his passing on February 7th, 
2022. 

He will be remembered for 
his unyielding devotion to his 
patients, colleagues, medical 
community and most espe-
cially, his adoring family.

Dr. Szyfer lived his life 
with the courage and ac-
complishment that could fill 
many lifetimes. He was a 
generous, forgiving and wise 
father, son, friend and healer. 

He was born October 5th, 
1954, and grew up in northern Poland. 

His passion for medicine began at the Medical Acade-
my of Gdansk, Poland, where he earned his medical and 
doctorate degrees at the top of his class. 

After attaining his education at an unprecedented pace, 
he was honored by the Academy in the most prestigious 
role as both Physician and Professor. 

Dr. Szyfer’s dedication to medicine crossed continents 
when he immigrated to the United States in the early 
1990s. 

He treasured his role as a physician for over 42 years 
and faithfully served the Southern Illinois community with 
his healing hands and undeniably witty sense of humor 
for the last 20 years. 

His profound brilliance in medicine allowed him to 
direct, publish and teach in his field. 

Witek healed many thousands of lives and was not only 
a physician, but a companion to his patients. He would 
tell you that laughter is still a good medicine. 

From white water rafting to skiing double black dia-
monds, he was always up for an adventure. He was an 
avid athlete and incredible soccer player and unwilling 
to let time slow him down. 

He was a world traveler speaking seven languages and 
spanning many continents, and shared the privilege of a 
broader perspective with his daughters who joined him on 
many of his trips at the expense of hysterical laughter from 
listening to his impeccable jokes. He loved the outdoors 
and had an affection for animals. 

He loved spending time with his grandkids, to whom 
he could rarely say “no.” He was Dr. Szyfer, Witek, Tata 
as known by his daughters; the man, the myth, the legend. 

 He is survived by his loving daughters Ania Szyfer, 
Maggey Szyfer and Julia Szyfer, only granddaughter 
Eden, and grandsons Janusz and Aleksander who brought 
him much pride. He is preceded in death by his mother 
Dominika Klawsiuc. 

 A memorial Mass in his honor was held at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Marion on Wednesday, February 16, 
2022, at 6 p.m.   

Crain Funeral Home-Egyptian Chapel in Energy was 
in charge of arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.crainsonline.com.

The family requests friends also visit dropevents.com/
DRWITOLDSZYFER or email DRWITOLDSZYFER@

dropevents.com to share fond memo-
ries and photographs to be used in his 
memorial.

Emma Hileman
Emma Hileman, 91, of 

Anna, died Friday, Feb. 11, 
2022, at Union County Hos-
pital in Anna. 

She was born on Jan. 18, 
1931, in Union County, the 
daughter of Fred Jacob and 
Nellie G. Eddleman Hile-
man. 

Survivors include her sis-
ter-in-law, Bonnie Hileman; 
a brother-in-law, John J. 
Ligon; nieces and nephews 
Douglas (Beth) Hileman 
of Anna, Kurtis (Melanie) 
Hileman of Jonesboro, Russell (Sherri) Hileman, Lynn 
(Connie) Hileman, Brenda Hileman, Joni (Don) Yates, 
John P. (Cheryl) Ligon and Lisa (Donald) Skelton, all of 
Anna; 19 great-nieces and nephews; 35 great-great-nieces 
and nephews; other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; a brother, 
William E. Hileman; and  a sister, Louise Ligon.

She attended Center Hill Grade School and Anna-Jones-
boro Community High School. She worked at Choate 
Mental Health and Developmental Center in Anna for 39 
years. She was a member of the Anna First Baptist Church.

Funeral services were at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 15, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna. Interment 
was in the Anna Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to the Lottie Moon Mission at 
Anna Heights Baptist Church.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Russell Keith Johnson
Russell Keith Johnson 

Sr., 71, of Jonesboro, died 
Sunday, Feb. 13, 2022, at 
his home. 

He was born on Feb. 28, 
1950, in Anniston, Mo., the 
son of Marshall A. and Mable 
L. Dover Johnson. 

He married Judy Smith on 
July 21, 1992. 

Mr. Johnson is survived by 
his wife, Judy of Jonesboro; 
his children, Tiffany (Asa) 
Busby, Leon (Carrie) Alsip, 
Billie (Angie) Alsip and 
Brandy Alsip; his grandchildren, Keely Busby, Keaton 
(Morgan) Busby, Payton, Miles and Ava Alsip, Jenna 
Trammel, Grace Mowell, Hayden and Adley Lewis, Bran-
don (Geri) Johnson and Breanna and Chassidy Johnson; 
four great-grandchildren, Parker Busby, and Colton, Gavin 
and Ellie Johnson; a sister-in-law, Kay Johnson; numerous 
nieces, nephews and other relatives. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a son, Russell 
Keith “Hokie” Johnson Jr.; and 11 siblings.

Mr. Johnson was a member of the Laborer’s Interna-
tional Union Local 773. He enjoyed fishing and hunting, 
but most of all, he enjoyed spending time with his family, 
especially his grandchildren.

To honor the life of Russell Johnson Sr., family and 
friends gathered from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
16, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro.

To visit his memorial page and to leave online con-
dolences for the family, visit the Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home website at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendeman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Penny Hill of McClure 
visited Tuesday with Shir-
ley Miller of McClure.

Those having dinner 
Tuesday night with Penny 
and Kerry Hill were Shirley 
Miller and Julie, Tessa and 
Micah Burtin of St. Peters, 
Mo.

Joe Schneider of Cape 
Girardeau and Penny Hill 
and Tessa Burtin visited 
Thursday with Shirley Mill-
er.

Kevin Eudy of Cape Gi-
rardeau visited last Monday 
with Steve Eudy of Anna.

Happy belated birthday 
wishes to Ernie Rhodes of 
Jonesboro whose birthday 
was last week.

Emma Eudy and Jon-
athan Bohnert of Cape 
Girardeau enjoyed eating 
breakfast with Sue and 
Steve Eudy on Sunday, 
Feb. 13.

Jackie and Jay Jennings 
and Gracie Wilson of Reyn-
oldsville enjoyed lunch 
Sunday, Feb. 13, with Do-
lores Reynolds of Reyn-
oldsville.

Valley Reynolds and 
Skylar of Vienna visited 
Sunday afternoon with Do-
lores Reynolds.

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday evening worship 

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

service is at 6 p.m. Rev. 
Jamie Bridgeman is the 
pastor.

Obituaries Online at annanews.com
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruis-
er. Runs, 125K miles, needs 
work. $750.00 obo. Text 
(618)-855-0912.

tfn

Wanted
ARROWHEADS! Amateur 
Archeologist is obsessed with 
the hobby. I am building a 
museum of artifacts from 
Missouri & Illinois, and 
would like to buy individual 
finds or whole collections. 
ALSO, looking for sites to 
buy or lease that have a lot 
of "flint". Happy to answer 
any questions! Call Sean, 
(314)-608-2692.

52p-1g tfn

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for full and part-time Custodi-
ans for Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin. Apply at 
Main Campus front desk. 
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext. 
3436.

51gpc tfn

HELP WANTED:  An-
na-Jonesboro CHSD #81 is 
accepting applications for the 
following vacancies:
• Mental Health Counselor 
– (Must have LCSW, LPC, 

LCPC, or other relevant 
qualification with 

experience providing 
mental health therapy to 

young adults)
• Hearing Interpreter 

(for an individual student)
• Agriculture Teacher 

(for 2022-23)
• Social Studies Teacher 

(for 2022-23) 
Interested applicants 

should pick up an application 
or print one from our website 
at www.aj81.net and return 
to Anna-Jonesboro CHSD 
#81, Attn: Brett Detering, 
Principal, 608 S. Main St., 
Anna, IL 62906. Please con-
tact the Principal’s Office 
at (618)-833-8502 for more 
information.

9-10gp

VACANCY NOTICE:
Dongola Unit #66 is seeking 
the following positions:

Special Education 
Teacher

Applicants must submit a 
letter of interest, resume, 
transcript and three letters of 
reference to:

Dr. Paige Helm Maginel, 
Superintendent

Dongola Unit #66
1000 High Street

Dongola, Illinois  62926
DUSD # 66 is an equal 

opportunity employer
Position will be filled as 

soon as possible.
9p-11g

HELP WANTED: 
Full-time Adult Outpa-

tient Counselor/Therapist 
available at Community 
Mental Health Center.  Must 
have a minimum of a Bach-
elor Degree in a social ser-
vices field.  Duties: provide 
mental health services such 
as assessment, counseling/
therapy, case management, 
advocacy to adult clients 
and document services in the 
agency’s electronic health 

records system.  The Adult 
Outpatient Counselor/Ther-
apist will also participate in 
the agency’s crisis on-call 
rotation.   

Pay: $29,250-$36,000 per 
year.  (pay commensurate for 
licensed therapists). Send re-
sume and 3 references letters 
to:  Assistant Fiscal Manager, 
P.O. Box 548, Anna IL  62906 
or send an email to info@
uccsinc.org EOE.

10-11gp

HELP WANTED: 
Full-time and Part-time 

Shifts Living Skills Tech. 
position available at Union 
County Counseling’s resi-
dential program.  Must be 
21 years of age, have a valid 
driver’s license and auto in-
surance. Must be able to pass 
multiple background checks 
and drug test.  Duties include 
but are not limited to:  some 
case management, teaching 
clients daily living skills, 
documenting services pro-
vided in an electronic health 
records system. This position 
also requires applicant to be 
able to climb stairs.  

Pay:  Hourly, starting at 
-$13.00/hr.  $14.00 after 90 
days.   Send resume and 3 
references letters to:  Assis-
tant Fiscal Manager, PO Box 
548, Anna IL  62906 or send 
an email to info@uccsinc.
org  EOE.

10-11gp

WORK IN THE 
WOODS!

Forestry Crew Member/
Sawyer

$16.00/hour
Email:

chris@longforestry.com
Or Call (618)-893 2037

9p-11g

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p5g tfn

FROG'S LAWN CARE 
SERVICE:

Mowing & Other Services 
Available.

Call for a Free Estimate,
(618)-309-3120.

8-16gpc

puBlic 
notice

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
COUNTY OF UNION

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that 
a certificate was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 31st day of January, 2022, 
under the Assumed Name of 
M&A Land Improvement 
with the place of business 
located at 565 Murphy School 
Road, Anna, Illinois 62906 

and that the True Names(s) 
and Residence Address of 
the sole owner(s) and Pro-
prietor(s) of said Business is:

Michael Lilly
565 Murphy School Road

Anna, IL 62906

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

8-10gc

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK,
a National Chartered 

Bank,
Plaintiff,

v.
JERRY LOVELL JR., 

and UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

Case No.:  2021-CH-8
NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above captioned matter 
on October 19, 2021 and a 
Nunc Pro Tunc Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale was 
entered on October 26, 2021, 
the Sheriff in Union County, 
will by public sale on March 
2, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Union County Courthouse, 
in Jonesboro, Illinois, sell at 
public venue to the highest 
and best bidder, for cash, or 
cashier’s check drawn on a 
federally or state chartered 
bank or savings and loan, 
the following described real 
estate:

Exhibit "A"
A PARCEL OF LAND 

BEING A PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 15, TOWN-
SHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 
2 WEST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
SAID PARCEL BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:

COMMENCING AT AN 
IRON ROD SET AT THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
SAID SOUTHEAST QUAR-
TER; THENCE S 88°51'52" 
E, 2032.86 FEET ALONG 
THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
TO AN IRONRODSET; 
THENCE N 04°29'33" W, 
308.54 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
04°29'33" W, 389.05 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET, 
THENCE N 17°11'20" W, 
264.99 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET; THENCE N 
06°49'06" W, 461.41 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET; 
THENCE N 74°05'34" E, 
381.41 FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD SET, THIS BEING THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF 
SAID PARCEL AND THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING; 
THENCE ALONG NEW 
LINES THE FOLLOWING 
TWO (2) CALLS.  THENCE 
N 23°32'42" W, 293.83 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD 
SET, THENCE N 66°27'18" 
E, 143.68 FEET, PASS-
ING AN IRON ROD SET 
AT 128.68 FEET, TO AN 
IRON ROD SET IN THE 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE OF STATE ROUTE 
127, THENCE S 23°32'42" E, 
313.10 FEET ALONG SAID 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY 
LINE TO AN IRON ROD 
SET, THENCE S 74°05'34" 
W, 144.97 FEET ALONG A 
NEW LINE TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.

SAID PARCEL TO CON-
TAIN 1.001 ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS.

SAID PARCEL BE-
ING SUBJECT TO ALL 
RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND 
EASEMENTS, RECORDED 
OR OTHERWISE ALL SIT-
UATED IN THE COUNTY 
OF UNION, STATE OF 
ILLINOIS.

Potential buyers may 
contact John R. Schneider 
of the law firm of Johnson, 
Schneider & Ferrell, L.L.C., 
212 North Main Street, Cape 
Girardeau, MO 63701, Phone 
Number 573-335-3300 for 
information regarding this 
real estate.

At said sale, the Court will 
give the purchaser a certifi-
cate showing the amount of 
the bid, a particular descrip-
tion of the property sold, and 
the time when the purchaser 
will be entitled to a deed for 

such property unless same 
shall have been redeemed 
according to law.

Keri E. Clark
Circuit Clerk

Document prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Telephone:  573-335-3300
Facsimile:  573-335-1978

www.johnsonschneider.com 
8-10g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK, 
a National Chartered 

Bank,
Plaintiff,

vs
MICHAEL J. SMITH,
ANGELA C. SMITH, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF

 REVENUE TAX LIEN 
UNIT, 

UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.

Case No.: 2022FC3
 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, 
Michael J. Smith, Angela 
C. Smith, State of Illinois 
Department of Revenue Tax 
Lien, Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants, 
Defendants in the above 
entitled suit, that the said 
suit has been commenced in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, by the said 
Plaintiff against you and 
other defendants to foreclose 
a certain Mortgage covering 
the following described 
premises, to-wit:

EXHIBIT A
A Two (2) Acre tract of 

land located in the South 
part of the Southeast Quar-
ter (SE1/4) of the Northeast 
Quarter (NE1/4) of Section 
Thirty-five (35) and the South 
west Quarter (SW1/4) of the 
Northwest Quarter (NW1/4) 
of Section Thirty-six (36), 
all in Township Eleven (11) 
South, Range One (1) East 
of the Third (3rd) Principal 
Meridian, described as fol-
lows, to-wit:  Beginning at a 
point on the North line of the 
Northwest Quarter (NW1/4) 
of the Southwest Quarter 
(SW1/4) of Section Thirty-six 
(36) which is 14 rods East of 
the Northwest Corner thereof, 
thence West on said line 14 
rods to the Northwest Cor-
ner thereof and continuing 
West on the North line of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of 
the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) 
of Section Thirty-five (35) a 
distance of 4 rods to a point; 
thence North parallel with 
the West line of the South-
east Quarter (SE1/4) of the 
Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) 
of Section Thirty-five (35) a 
distance of 19 rods to a point, 
thence Easterly 4 rods to the 
West right-of-way line of 
the County Road, thence fol-
lowing the South line of said 
road in an Easterly direction 
14 rods to a point, thence 
South parallel with the East 
line of the Southwest Quarter 
(SW1/4) of the Northwest 
Quarter (NW1/4) of Section 
Thirty-six (36) to the North 
line of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW1/4) of the Southwest 
Quarter (SW1/4) of Section 
Thirty-six (36) which is the 
point of beginning, situated in 
Union County, Illinois.

and for other relief, that 
summons was duly issued 
out of the said Court against 
you as provided by law, and 
that said suit is still pending.

Now, therefore, unless 
you, the said Defendants, 
Michael J. Smith, Angela 
C. Smith, State of Illinois 
Department of Revenue Tax 
Lien, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in the suit, or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, in the Coun-
ty Courthouse in the City 
of Jonesboro, Illinois, on 
or before the 27th Day of 
March, 2022, default may be 
entered against you and each 

of you at any time after that 
day and a decree entered in 
accordance with the prayer 
of said Complaint.

Keri E. Clark   
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

Prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Tel: (573) 335-3300
Fax: (573)335-1978

9-11g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,

 ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the 
Estate of

MARY DARLENE 
LIGHT, Deceased

No. 2022-PR-2

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the 
death of Mary Darlene Light 
of Dongola, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued on 
January 28, 2022, to Robert 
Carlyn Light, 315 Light Lane, 
Dongola, IL 62926, whose 
attorney is Mark S. Johnson of 
Johnson, Schneider & Ferrell, 
L.L.C., 309 Division Street, P. 
O. Box 826, Cairo, IL 62914.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 West Market 
Street, Room 108, Jonesboro, 
IL 62952, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, by August 
10, 2022, or three (3) months 
from the date of mailing or 
delivery of a personal claim 
notice, whichever date is 
later, and any claim not filed 
within that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed.
   

KERI E. CLARK
Union County Circuit Clerk

9-11g

Public Notice

To: Customers of 
Illinois-American Water 

Company - 
Notice of Proposed 

Change in Rates

Illinois American Water 
hereby gives notice to the 
public that it has filed with 
the Illinois Commerce Com-
mission a proposed change in 
water and wastewater rates 
for all operating areas served 
by the Company, effective 
approximately January 10, 
2023. 

The proposed rates would 
increase the overall water 
or wastewater service rev-
enue for the Company’s 
districts below as follows. 
The increase shown is not 
an indication of the impact 
on an individual customer's 
bill, which may vary based 
on multiple factors. 

Central Water 
(including Alton/Cairo/

Champaign/Chicago Met-
ro/Hardin/

Interurban/Lincoln*/
Peoria/Pontiac/

South Beloit/Sterling/
Streator)

32.9%

Pekin Water
27.7%

Central Wastewater
19.4%

Chicago Metro Wastewater 
21.1%

*  The Lincoln District is 
proposed to be incorporated 
into Central Water.

The proposed changes, 

which include changes in 
design of the rates, affect 
charges for customers in 
all service classifications 
(including metered water 
service, wastewater service, 
private fire service and public 
fire service) in the districts 
listed above. The estimated 
bill impact of the proposed 
changes may vary based on 
multiple factors, including, 
but not limited to, meter 
size, usage volume, service 
classification, fire protection 
district, and other factors.  

Illinois Commerce Com-
mission procedures for in-
tervention are contained in 
its Rules of Practice, 83 Ill. 
Admin. Code Part 200.  In ad-
dition, customers may request 
a public forum regarding this 
proposed increase by making 
a written request to the Illinois 
Commerce Commission in 
accordance with procedures 
specified in Section 8-306(n) 
of the Public Utilities Act 
(220 ILCS 5/8-306 (n)).

A copy of the proposed 
rate schedules may be in-
spected by any interested 
party at any of the Illinois 
American Water offices.  
Additionally, customers may 
contact Illinois American 
Water at (800) 422-2782 for 
an explanation regarding how 
the proposed changes might 
impact their monthly bill.

Customers should be 
advised that the Illinois 
Commerce Commission may 
alter or amend the rates or 
conditions of service after 
hearings held pursuant to 83 
Ill. Admin Code Part 200, 
and may increase or decrease 
individual rates in amounts 
other than those requested 
by Illinois American Water.

You may obtain additional 
information either directly 
from Illinois American Water, 
300 N. Water Works Drive, 
Belleville, Illinois 62223, 
tel: (800) 422-2782, or by 
addressing the Chief Clerk of 
the Illinois Commerce Com-
mission, 527 East Capitol 
Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 
62701, or via the Illinois 
Commerce Commission’s 
website at www.icc.illinois.
gov.  Information is also 
available at Illinois Ameri-
can Water’s web site, www.
illinoisamwater.com.

10g

NOTICE RESIDENTS 
OF CITY OF 
JONEBSORO

Carla and Jessica Ander-
son have applied for a zoning 
variance for the property 
located at 707 E. Heacock 
Street, Jonesboro, Illinois. 
The request has been made to 
change the current zoning of 
said property from residential 
(R-2) to business (B-1). The 
Zoning Variance Applica-
tion states that this request 
will not cause a nuisance. A 
formal hearing regarding this 
requested zoning variance  
will be held on February 22, 
2022, at 7 p.m. during the City 
of Jonesboro City Council 
Meeting. This hearing is open 
to the public.

10g

illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

EARN $15,000 - $40,000 
OVER 5 YEARS #1 Hunting 
Lease Company In America 
Customize your contract Call 
Base Camp Leasing  (888) 
871-1982

FREON WANTED: We buy 
old refrigerants: R11, R12, 
R113 & more! Quick, local 
pickup & dropoff available. 
Call 312-500-8266, Refriger-
antFinders.com °Te pagamos 
por tu refrigerante!

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

Need some extra cash?
Sell what you don't need 

in the classifieds.
To Place Your Ad In 

The Gazette-Democrat
Call (618) 833-2158
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email me 
at marthaannwebb@gmail.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Guest
Of Joan Graves Edwards 

was her cousin Martha 
Schwegman of Metropolis. 
They enjoyed talking about 
the past and their grand-
mother and great-grand-
mother.

Trip
Earl Miller and Martha 

Ann Webb enjoyed visiting 
with Cathy Ziegler for a 
while in Carbondale last 
week while shopping and 

Anna-Jonesboro Women’s Club met Monday, Feb. 7, at El Jalepeno 
Restaurant in Anna. Those present included Tom Caldwell, Martha Ann Webb, 
Judy Shoemaker, Lilian Milam, Dan Whiteside, Kathy Milam, Lee Hackney, 
Suzie Kessler, president Jane Bauer and Martha Schwegman.

A special thanks to Dan Whiteside for being 
guest speaker and singing and playing his guitar 
for the Anna-Jonesboro Women’s Club. One song 
he sang Dan wrote and sang at his dear friend Ivan 
Milam’s funeral in honor of Ivan’s mother Lillian 
Milam and wife Kathy Jackson Milam.

Congratulations April Stokes big winner at the 
Anna Elks Club pictured with member of the Elks 
Tracey Smith and also director of the chamber of 
commerce.

Union County Chamber of Commerce & Economic 
Development members met for a meeting and 
dinner at The Kitchen on Lafayette Feb. 10.

Union County Chamber of Commerce and Economic  Development met 
at The Kitchen of Lafayette Thursday, Feb. 10. Board members president 
Stephanie Cox, Lisa Tomazzoli, director Tracey Smith, Greg George, Lance 
Meisenheimer was guest speaker and spoke about the upcoming elections 
in Union County, Dori Bigler and Tanya Loveless. Upward cheerleaders at Anna Heights Baptist Church.

Thanks to Friends of Stinson for the book sale last weekend at Stinson 
Memorial Library.

eating out. 
Bessie Mae Ellis and 

Martha Ann Webb enjoyed 
a day together shopping in 
Carbondale and Murphys-
boro and getting their hair 
fixed.

American Legion
The American Legion 

and Auxiliary met Monday 
night, Feb. 7, in the back 
room of the VFW building. 

There was one visitor 
and prospective new mem-

ber Jean Few who served 
our country 1967-1970 as a 
nurse in the WAC. She was 
stationed in Okinawa. A 
special thanks to Jean and 
all our veterans for their 
service to our country. 

If you were in the service 
or a family member of 
someone who was in the 
service you are welcome to 
come join the group. 

The next meeting will 
be March 29 at 6 p.m. 
with guest speaker Maj. 
Gen. James Bonner from 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo., 
son-in-law of Commander 
Homer and Janet  Hawk. 
Their daughter Debra will 
also be visiting. Everyone 
is welcome to come hear 
him. 

Anna-Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club

Ten people met at El 
Jalepeno for the GFWC 
Illinois Anna-Jonesboro 
Women’s Club dinner and 
meeting. 

President Jane Bauer 
called the meeting to order. 
Everyone stood and said 
the Pledge of Alliance to 
the flag of the United States 
of America and the club 
collect. 

Jane read the treasurer’s 
report. Susie Kessler read 
the secretary’s report. Mar-
tha Ann Webb gave current 
events. Jane Bauer said the 
blessing. Everyone enjoyed 
a great meal. 

There were three very 
special guests, Judy Shoe-
maker, Dan Whiteside and 
Tom Caldwell.

Lilian Milam gave the 
devotion on He Makes Me 
Sing with scripture from 
Exodus. 

Dan Whiteside had the 
program on civil engage-
ment and outreach. Dan 
sang and played his guitar 
a song he wrote and sang at 
Ivan Milam’s funeral. The 
song was in memory of his 
lifetime friendship with 
his dear friend Ivan and in 
honor of Ivan’s mother Lil-
lian Milam and Ivan’s wife 
Kathy Jackson Milam. Dan 
also told about his work 
with the city.

The ice and snow almost 
kept Kathy and Lillian from 
attending but Dan went 
and got Lillian and Kathy 
was able to get out. Once 
we got to the main roads it 
was OK. 

Martha Schwegman gave 
a report on white snakeroot.

In 1818 Abraham Lin-
coln’s  mother,  Nancy 
Hanks Lincoln died of milk 
sickness after tending two 
sick animals. 

Many people died of 
milk sickness in this area in 
those days and no one knew 
what caused it until Anna 
Bixby came to the area to 
find the cause. 

Anna noticed that poor 
people were most affected 
by it. She also noticed poor 
people did not have good 
pastures so their animals 
were keep in wooded areas. 

With the help of a Native 
American woman Anna 
Bixby found that white 
snakeroot that grew in these  
wooded areas caused milk 
sickness in animals.  When 
people ate meat, drank 
milk, or came in contact 
with a sick animal they 

caught the sickness and 
died too.

Anna Bixby was trained 
as a dentist in the 1860s be-
fore coming to the Midwest 
to research milk sickness.   

She was married twice 
and her second husband 
was very abusive. Once 
this husband was trying to 
get Anna to tell him where 
she had hidden money in 
a cave. 

He became so abusive  
that Anna jumped off a 
cliff to get away from him.  
The only thing that saved 
her was that she landed in 
a tree. A woman’s shelter in 
Harrisburg is now named 
after her.

Just Chill Concessions
Congratulations to Mon-

ica and Dale Russell who 
will be in charge of the 
concessions at the Anna 
City Park this summer. 
They will have a grand 
opening April 2, 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. at the Anna City 
Park concession building 
with live music and hourly 
door prizes. Must be pres-
ent to win. 

Anna VFW
Star Karaoke will be at 

the post from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 18. There 
will be a fish dinner from 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Rev. Tim Gossett’s ser-
mon was What’s Love Got 
To Do With It, with scrip-
ture from the Love Chapter 
of the Bible, 1 Corinthians 
13. Prayers were said for 
all those sick and who have 
lost loved ones.

Rev. Tim told the chil-
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Mike Jackson

About five years ago, 
Mike Jackson of Bowling 
Green, Ky., and formerly 
of Anna, found this rust-
ed out, dilapidated,1150 
Massey Ferguson in a 

Restored 1150 Massey Ferguson.

Rusted, dilapidated Massey
Ferguson tractor restored

fence row that had trees 
growing up through it.

Well he couldn’t do any-
thing except drag it out and 
take it home.

Piece by piece he took it 
apart until it was a naked 
shell. 

Af ter  f ive  years  of 
searching for parts and 
rebuilding this 1970 1150 
MF, he is finished. Word 
spread of this amazing 
restoration.

Mike received a call a 
couple of weeks ago asking 
him to bring that beauti-
ful, restored 1150 Massey 
Ferguson tractor to the 
National Farm Machinery 
show in Louisville, Ky. 
What an honor and what an 
awesome accomplishment 
Mike Jackson.

Rusted out, dilapidated tractor.

Story of Annabelle hydrangea

Annabelle hydrangeas

By Martha Ann Webb
2022 will be the second 

year of our Annabelle Trail. 
We are looking to expand 

our trail and hope to get 
more people interested in 
being on our trail. 

The Annabelles start 
looking beautiful late May 
early June just in time for 
Annabelle Festival June 
11. They usually stay pretty 
a couple months or longer. 

If you have beautiful 
Annabelles and would like 
to be on the trail and have 
not notified me please email 
me or give me a call. 

We would love some day 
to have the trail go all over 
Union County. If you would 
like an Annabelle sign for 
your yard please let me 
know; they are $15 each. 

I asked Barbara Bauer 
to please send me infor-

mation she had about our 
Annabelles. 

The history is very in-
teresting and tells how to 
care for your Annabelles. 
Thanks so much Barbara.

Annabelle History Doc-
ument by Barbara Bauer

Plant of the Week
Annabelle Hydrangea
Latin: Hydrangea arbo-

rescens
 Annabelle hydrangea is 

the showiest clone of our 
native wild hydrangea.

People who have read 
these columns for the past 
decade know I’m fascinated 
with plant histories. 

Where did the plant come 
from and what makes it spe-
cial? Oftentimes, the stories 
are lost in the mists of time, 
but occasionally, they get 
written down. 

Such is the case with 
Annabelle hydrangea, the 
most beautiful cultivar of 
our native Hydrangea ar-
borescens. 

Wild hydrangea is a na-
tive deciduous shrub of the 
hydrangea family found in 
moist woodlands from New 
York to Florida and west 

to the adjacent corners of 
Oklahoma and Kansas. 

It grows 3 to 4 feet tall 
and spreads slowly side-
ways from underground 
stems. Clumps are often 
several times wider than 
tall.

The leaves are dark 
green, long-petioled and 
elliptical, in outline, and 
up to 6 inches long. In the 
wild, flowers appear in early 
summer in terminal clusters 
to 6 inches across. 

The inflorescence of 
wildlings consists of a band 
of dull white showy blos-
soms surrounding a central 
field of fertile, petal-less 
flowers.

But in Annabelle, the 
flower head consists of all 
sterile florets, so it has a 
snowball look. 

Individual florets are 
about the size of a dime, 
but hundreds are produced 
on the inflorescence. Heads 
may be as much as a foot 
across but are typically 
smaller.

The story of Annabelle 
is one of a pass-along plant 
that was shared by several 
generations of gardeners 
before it was “discovered” 
and made available to the 
gardening world at large. 

It hit the nursery trade 
in 1962, made available by 
the late J.C. McDaniel, the 
long time plant breeder and 
professor of horticulture at 
the University of Illinois. 

McDaniel had seen the 
plant in an Urbana garden 
in 1960 and traced it back to 
the Southern Illinois farm-
ing community of Anna 
where gardeners grew it all 
over town.

On enquiry, McDaniel 
found the plant had been 
discovered by Harriet Kirk-
patrick in 1910. She was 
riding her horse through 
the woods of Union County 
(probably today what is part 
of the Shawnee National 
Forest) when she spied the 
plant and recognized it as 
something special. 

Anna Moose Lodge to award
Burnett Memorial Scholarships

Students graduating from 
the Anna-Jonesboro, Cob-
den, Dongola and Shawnee 
high schools are invited to 
apply for the Anna Moose 
Lodge No. 1346 Larry Bur-
nett Memorial Scholarship. 

Two winners will be se-
lected to receive $1,000 
scholarships. 

The winners receive the 
award in two payments of 
$500. 

The first payment is given 
to the winners upon receipt 
of his/her fall semester col-
lege schedule.  

The second payment 
is given upon receipt of 
the winners’ fall semester 
grades and his/her spring 
semester college schedule. 

 Criteria used to select the 

winners include financial 
need, grades, work history, 
school activities and com-
munity service. 

The lodge strongly con-
siders financial need com-
bined with academic scores 
that indicate the student can 
successfully complete their 
educational/training goal.

Applications are available 
from high school counselors 
and at the Anna Moose 
Lodge. 

The deadline to apply 
is March 18, 2022. More 
information is available 
by contacting scholarship 
chairperson by email at an-
drea.witthoft@gmail.com.

Anna Moose LodgeNo. 
1346 is located at 327 S. 
Main St. in downtown Anna.

Later, she and her sister 
Amy returned and dug the 
plant up and took it to their 
garden on Chestnut Street in 
Anna. McDaniel named the 
plant for these two belles 
from Anna.

Harriet’s son Hubbard 
recounted the story of the 
plant’s discovery to Mc-
Daniel. 

He said the family had 
tried to interest Burpee Seed 
Company into introducing 
it, but they opted for an 
earlier blooming selection 
called ‘Grandiflora,’ which 
they marketed as “Snow-
hill.” Time has proven An-
nabelle to be the better of 
the two.

Annabelle is easy to grow 
and dependable. It is hardy 
from zone 4 to 9. It does 
best in fertile, woodland 
soil that doesn’t get too dry 
in the summer. 

It should be in shaded 
areas of the garden. It will 
grow in full sun, but like 
most hydrangeas, it wilts 
badly during the hottest part 
of the day.

H. arborescens and its 
cultivars flower on cur-
rent season growth, so it’s 
easy to control the size and 
spread of the plant. Plants 
can be cut to the ground 
during the winter and will 
still flower the following 
summer. 

Some recommend cutting 
the flowers as soon as they 
begin turning brownish; 
plants will then produce a 
second flush of flowers in 
late summer.

The mature inflorescenc-
es are easy to dry for indoor 
arrangements by stripping 
the leaves and hanging them 
upside down in bundles in 
a cool area. Annabelle is 
essentially trouble-free in 
the garden, but some sup-
plemental watering may 
be needed during dry sum-
mers.

By Gerald Klingaman, 
retired Extension Horticul-
turist/Ornamentals, Exten-
sion News/July 3, 2008

dren love comes from our 
hearts and God lives in our 
hearts. 

Special music was All 
My Trials presented by 
Carla Anderson, Rev. Tim 
Gossett, Terri Goldsberry 
and Marcy Morris. 

Our Lords Supper was 
taken. 

Valentine’s Day was cel-
ebrated Monday.

Loaves and Fishes was 
scheduled Tuesday.

Men’s Bible study is at 7 

Welcome to new member of Anna-Jo Garden 
Club Adam Jung with his grandmother Alma 
Osterholm who is also a member. Congratulations 
to Adam who just graduated from college with a 
horticulture degree.

Hostesses at the Anna-Jo Garden Club meeting at the United Methodist 
Church Fellowship Hall Peggy Ferguson , Jean Few and Glenda McDowell 
with garden club member Nancy Skoglund.

Tom Caldwell, Tanya Loveless, Tracey Smith, Dori Bigler, Lee Hackney and 
Martha Ann Webb photographer met at the Anna Arts Center for an Annabelle 
Festival Committee meeting Feb. 8. Added to the festival this year will be a 
pet parade in the Moose parking lot. This year it will be same places Small 
Business day was held in beautiful downtown Anna and a one day event June 
11. Lots of exciting things to come about the festival.

Nancy Kucera, president of the Anna-Jo Garden 
Club, Betty Sirles holding door prize she won at the 
Feb. 8 meeting and Sharon Dillow who made the 
first donation for the Gold Star marker.

Willie and Terrie Rhymer along with their 
granddaughter Emerysn and Willie’s sister Sue 
Schultz who is here visiting from Florida, went to 
visit their brother and family. Kenny and Tammy 
Rhymer in Creal Springs. Pictured are Willie 
Rhymer, Sue Schultz and Kenny Rhymer.

J u d y  S h o e m a k e r 
was thrilled to receive 
pictures of her daughter 
when she was small. 
Judy now wonders if 
her son Shane was 
in any of the pictures 
found.  Someone gave 
old pictures to Susan 
Whitemountain who 
is trying to find their 
homes. Martha Ann 
Webb recognized this 
picture and two others so 
is delivering them. They 
were pictures taken at 
the former Wiggs  Studio 
on Heacock Street in 
Jonesboro.  Thanks 
Susan for making Judy’s 
day.

a.m. Wednesday. Women’s 
Bible study is at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday. Tai chi is at 2 
p.m. Wednesday.

Prayer group meets at 4 
p.m. Thursday.

Easter Sunday choir 
practice is planned at 6 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 20.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church 

Birthdays: 21st Cynthia 
Hall, Donna Mae Morris. 
22nd Alyssa Houseman, 
Bruce Williams. 24th Sher-

ri Hileman. 25th James 
Houseman, Harold Hubbs, 
Myah Neal. 

Anniversaries: 27th Bill 
and Debbie Hess.

Jan. 30 attendance: 8 
a.m. worship 81, 10:30 a.m. 
worship 112, small group 
Bible study 183.

Ministry meeting Sun-
day, Feb. 20 at 6 p.m.

Young at Heart fellow-
ship is canceled until fur-
ther notice.

Momma Lou’s Crafters 
will meet Feb. 24 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Longer Base-
ment. This months craft is 
carrots.

True Love Waits for the 
youth emphasis starts Feb. 
20. Two on Wednesday and 
two on Sunday. Sign up in 
the youth room 

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon series 
Genesis the Beginning. 
This week:  A Biblical view 
of Mankind.

Upward Basketball and 
Cheer is in their fourth 
week of exciting games.

Bob Caraker was the 
winner of the chili cookoff 
for the Souper Bowl fel-

lowship at Anna Heights 
Baptist Church.

Birthday
Kathy Thornburg cele-

brated her birthday in the 
Florida Keys Feb. 10.
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Television Listings
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2022

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Beijing 22 Big City (4:45) “Sui cide”
(‘21)

“Igby Goes
Down”

“Phil a del phia”
(‘93):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Beijing 2022

Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Big City

7 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) Young For Richer or
Poorer

Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City Eu pho ria (HD) “Mas ter and
Com mander”
(‘03, Drama)
(HD)

(:05) “The Fare -
well” (‘19) A
Chi nese fam ily.:30 The United Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

Ghosts Call Me Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Go-Big Show Jessie Eu pho ria (HD)

:30 B Pos i tive Piv ot ing Jessie

9 PM (:01) Big Sky
(HD)

Bull “Bull Un -
done”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Fron tal Big City “12 Years a
Slave” (‘13)
Free man en -
slaved.

“The Man with
the Iron Fists”
Hunt for gold.

Bil lions “Burn
Rate”:30 Go-Big Show Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal USA Soc cer
“Teams TBA”
(Live)

(:10) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
(Live) (HD)

Mi rac u lous TBA (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Lo cal Fron tal Mi rac u lous The Best (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Beijing 2022
Olym pic

Young Mi rac u lous (:15) The Gilded
Age

“Cinderella
Man”:30 Night line Corden Young Mi rac u lous TBA (HD)

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 18, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2022 NBA
All-Star Ce leb rity 
Game (Live)

Bur gers Beijing 2022
Olym pic Win ter
Games “Al pine
Ski ing, Men’s
Freestyle Ski ing
- Halfpipe & Ski
Cross, Men’s
Biathlon”

Jessie “The New Mu -
tants”

“2 Guns” Mob
set up.

(5:15) aac
“Shaft” (‘00):30 Bur gers Se crets

7 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) Big Brother: Ce -
leb rity Edi tion
(HD)

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

aaa “Black
Pan ther” (‘18)
Af ri can king is
chal lenged by a
ri val. (HD)

Se crets (:15) aac
“Ant lers” (‘21)
A dan ger ous se -
cret.

“Biker Boyz”
(‘03, Ac tion)
Biker gangs.
(HD)

ev ery thing

:30 Hobbie

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

ESPN Orig i nal
Doc u men ta ries

Hobbie ShoBox: The
New Gen er a tion 
“02/18/2022"
(Live) (HD)

:30 Ra ven

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Ra ven Real Time Maher
(HD)

“The Prince”
Re tired crime
boss.:30 Se crets

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

“Han cock” (‘08) 
Will Smith. A
hero’s new start.

Se crets Paint ing

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

Beijing 2022
Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

Hobbie (:25) Real Time
Maher

“The Or der”
Marks on dead
man.11 PM SportsCenter

(HD)
Beijing 2022
Olym pic

Hobbie Bil lions “Burn
Rate”:30 Night line Corden Lo cal Jessie Eu pho ria

THURSDAY
8:00pm

ABC Grey’s Anat omy “It Came Upon a Mid -
night Clear” The doc tors en joy the hol i day
sea son; Ham il ton and Meredith reach a mile -
stone event on their pro ject; Link hopes for
fam ily time with Amelia and Scout. TV14 (HD)

8:01pm
CBS Ghosts “Sam’s Mom” Sam and Jay take 
a trip to visit the place where Sam’s mother
died to find her ghost; Sasappis over hears a
se cret and re veals it to his fel low ghosts. TVPG 
(HD)

FRIDAY
8:00pm

DISN Holly Hobbie “The Grandpa Gre nade”
Holly’s Grandpa co mes back into her life and
she tries to keep it a se cret from Grandma.
TVPG

10:00pm
TBS Han cock aac (2008, Ac tion) Will Smith, 
Charlize Theron. A drunken, ill-man nered
superhero gets help in re ha bil i tat ing his tar -
nished pub lic im age from a grate ful pub lic re -
la tions con sul tant whom he res cues. PG-13
TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
HBO The King’s Man aaa (2021, Ad ven -
ture) Ralph Fiennes, Gemma Arterton. A man
is in a race against time to pre vent his tory’s
worst crim i nal mas ter minds and ty rants from
join ing to gether to cause a war that could de -
stroy hu man ity. R

8:00pm
FOX The Clean ing Lady “The Ice box”
Garrett threat ens Thony af ter a bus cleanup
goes bad, forc ing her to make a hard choice;
Arman is caught off guard af ter Hayak
chooses his daugh ter over him. (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY FEBRUARY 19, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball

aaa “Black
Pan ther” (‘18)
King is chal -
lenged.

(11:00) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
(HD)

Mi rac u lous (4:42) “Sui cide”
(‘21)

(5:12) “Ted” (‘12)
(HD)

(:15) “Old
Henry” (‘21) A
wounded
stranger.

:30 Lo cal Mi rac u lous

7 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) Big Brother: Ce -
leb rity

9-1-1 “Ghost Sto -
ries”

Beijing 2022
Olym pic Win ter
Games (Live)
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball Kan sas vs
West Vir ginia

Big City aaa “The
King’s Man”
(‘21) Sav ing hu -
man ity.

aaa “The
Birdcage” (‘96)
False sex u al ity.
(HD)

:30 Big City

8 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) 48 Hours (HD) The Clean ing
Lady

“Han cock” (‘08) 
Will Smith. A
hero’s new start.

Big City Bellator MMA
“274: Gracie vs.
Storley” (Live)
(HD)

:30 Big City

9 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Big City (:15) Eu pho ria
(HD)

“The
40-Year-Old
Vir gin” Vir gin &
cel i bate.

:30 Beijing 22 The Ghost

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

I Can See Your
Voice

Lo cal Go-Big Show (:10) Beijing
2022 Olym pic
(Live) (HD)

The Ghost (:15) Righ teous
(HD):30 Beijing 2022

Olym pic (Live)
(HD)

The Ghost Bil lions “Burn
Rate”11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Go-Big Show Mi rac u lous “Rem i nis cence”

(‘21)
“Kajillionaire”
(‘20):30 Mi rac u lous ev ery thing

THURSDAY

MONDAY FEBRUARY 21, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Chi cago Fire
(HD)

“Cars 3" (‘17,
Com edy) Leg -
end ary racer.
(HD)

(5:09) “Aus tra -
lia” (‘08, Drama) 
A cat tle drive.

“Untouchables”
(‘87)

Bil lions “Rock of
Eye”:30 Lo cal Bang (HD)

7 PM The Bach e lor
(HD)

Neigh bor. 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent: Ex treme
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

“The X-Files”
(‘98) Agents
seek truth. (HD)

We Need to
“Part 4":30 Bob Hearts Bang (HD)

8 PM Big Brother: Ce -
leb rity Edi tion
(HD)

The Clean ing
Lady

Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Big City Gilded Age Twen ties

:30 Bang (HD) Big City Eu pho ria
Lycéens.

Twen ties

9 PM (:01) Prom ised
Land

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The End game
“Pi lot”

Dad (HD) Big City “X Files: I Want 
to Be lieve” (‘08)

ev ery thing

:30 Close Big City (:50) The Gilded
Age10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Dad (HD) Chi cago Fire

(HD)
Mi rac u lous Bil lions “Rock of

Eye”:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Dad (HD) Mi rac u lous aac “Ant -
lers” A dan ger -
ous se cret.

aac “The
Amityville Hor -
ror” (‘79)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Bur gers Chi cago Fire

(HD)
Mi rac u lous “Midsommar”

(‘19):30 Night line Corden Late Night Bur gers Mi rac u lous

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Real Time (5:15) aa “Fa -
tale” (‘20)

“Were wolves”
(‘21):30 Bang (HD) Big City Gilded Age

7 PM Jeop ardy! (HD) FBI The Res i dent
(HD)

The Voice (HD) Bang (HD) WWE NXT “NXT 
658" (Live) (HD)

Big City (:20) aac
“Hitman’s
Wife’s Body -
guard” (‘21)

“Ja son Goes to 
Hell: Fi nal”
(‘93)

“You’re Watch -
ing Video” (‘21):30 Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM El e men tary FBI: In ter na -
tional

The Real (HD) La Brea Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Se crets

:30 black-ish Bang (HD) Se crets “The Or der”
Marks on dead
man.

“Kevin Garnett: 
Any thing Is
Pos si ble” (‘21)9 PM To Tell the Truth

(HD)
FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

New Am ster dam
(HD)

Bang (HD) “Ali” (‘01,
Drama) Will
Smith. The life
and ca reer of
Mu ham mad Ali.

Big City Real Sports
(HD):30 Last O.G. Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. Mi rac u lous Eu pho ria
Lycéens.

(:13) aa
“Hang man”
(‘17, Thriller) Se -
rial killer.

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous Bil lions “Rock of
Eye”11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Young Mi rac u lous Some body

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Mi rac u lous “Cry Ma cho” “Powell”

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 23, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball Duke vs Vir -
ginia (Live)

Bang (HD) 9-1-1 Big City (5:50) “Ju das
and the Black
Mes siah” (‘21)

“Kajillionaire”
(‘20)

aaa “The But -
ler” (‘13):30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Goldbergs Big Brother: Ce -
leb rity

I Can See Your
Voice

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Bang (HD) 9-1-1 “Stuck” Big City “This Is 40"
(‘12) Cel e brate
birth days. (R)
(HD)

aaac “Ti -
tanic” (‘97) Ro -
mance blooms
on the doomed
ves sel. (HD)

:30 The Won der Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM Conners Amaz ing Race
(HD)

Next Level Chef
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Women’s Int’l
Soc cer
“SheBelieves
Cup”

Bang (HD) 9-1-1 “Aw ful Peo -
ple”

Ra ven Fred er ick D

:30 Eco nom ics Bang (HD) Ra ven

9 PM A Mil lion Lit tle
Things

Good Sam
“Truce”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) 9-1-1 “Dosed” Big City Gilded Age (:15) “Sun shine
Clean ing” (‘09):30 Fron tal Big City “Night mare Al -

ley” (‘21) A man 
cons a dan ger -
ous ty coon.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Fron tal Law & Or der:

SVU
Mi rac u lous (:15) aac

“Mon day” (‘21)
Two Amer i cans.
(HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous “Gun Shy” (‘17) 
Ag ing rock star.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Young Law & Or der:

SVU
Mi rac u lous

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Mi rac u lous

SUNDAY
8:00pm

CBS The Equal izer “When Worlds Col lide”
Mc Call, Harry and Mel are asked to help
Bishop pro tect his son; Aunt Vi re flects on an
old re la tion ship when she a sur prise vis i tor ar -
rives. TV14 (HD)

HBO Eu pho ria “The The ater and It’s Dou ble”
Des lycéens tente de faire face aux diverses
luttes qui accompagnent la vie, l’amour et les
amitiés, tout en étant confrontés à des sit u a -
tions dangereuses. TVMA (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

FOX 9-1-1: Lone Star “Red vs Blue” Owen’s 
scuf fle with a po lice ser geant goes vi ral, forc -
ing the po lice and fire teams to try to ease ris -
ing ten sions with a “friendly” soft ball game.
TV14 (HD)

8:30pm
SHOW Twen ties “Epiph any” Nia’s sis ter
Vanessa ar rives for a sur prise visit and of fers
Ma rie ad vice; Hattie takes a chance on her re -
la tion ship with Idina and ends up sleep ing on
couches. TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
NBC The Voice Af ter be ing judged solely on
their voice, hope ful mu si cians are di vided into
teams and coached by pro fes sion als, be fore
mov ing on to the live com pe ti tion. TVPG (HD)

ABC Jeop ardy! Na tional Col lege Cham pi -
on ship “The Fi nals” The win ners of the semi fi -
nal rounds meet in the fi nals to de ter mine who
will come out on top and be crowned the win -
ner of the col lege tour na ment. (HD)

TUESDAY

7:30pm
DISN Big City Greens “Trailer Trou ble; Man -
sion Mad ness” The chil dren try to re trieve
Nancy’s trailer af ter her old biker gang steals
it; the Green fam ily threat ens Cricket’s suc -
cess with house-sit ting for Remy. TVY7 (HD)

9:00pm
NBC Chi cago P.D. The uni formed of fi cers
pa trol ling the streets and the in tel li gence unit
in charge of ma jor of fenses work to gether in
Dis trict 21 to clean up Chi cago. TV14 (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 20, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos (HD) 60 Min utes (HD) Masked Beijing 2022
Olym pic

(5:30) ESPN
Orig i nal Doc u -
men ta ries

aaa “Gone in
60" (‘00)

9-1-1 “In side Out”
Emo tional strug -
gle.

aaa “The
King’s Man”
(‘21) Sav ing hu -
man ity.

“This Is 40" (‘12)
(HD)

Bil lions “Burn
Rate”:30 Call Me 9-1-1 Plane

crash.7 PM Su per mar ket
Sweep

Big Brother: Ce -
leb rity

Simp sons Beijing 2022
Olym pic Win ter
Games (Live)
(HD)

NBA All-Star
Game 2022
(Live)

aa “The
Core” (‘03) The
earth’s cen ter.
(HD)

Your Honor (HD)

:30 North (HD) 9-1-1 “Point of Or -
i gin”

Se crets

8 PM Who Wants to
Be a

The Equal izer
(HD)

Bur gers ESPN Orig i nal
Doc u men ta ries

Se crets Eu pho ria
Lycéens.

Bil lions “Rock of
Eye”:30 Fam ily Guy 9-1-1 “Heart -

breaker”
Hobbie

9 PM Card Sharks
(HD)

S.W.A.T. Mur der
plot.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Hobbie Righ teous “Riddick” (‘13)
Vin Die sel. Bat -
tling pred a tors.

We Need to
“Part 4":30 Ex treme 9-1-1 Odd calls. Big City Some body

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Go-Big Show Big City Ol i ver Bil lions “Rock of
Eye”:30 (:35) Beijing

2022 Olym pic
(HD)

9-1-1 Taste of
karma.

Big City Eu pho ria
Lycéens.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams “Rush Hour 2"

(‘01)
Big City “Git You Sucka”

(‘88)
We Need to
“Part 4":30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal SC (HD) SVU (HD) Big City Righ teous

MONDAY

Congratulations to Bob Caraker chili cookoff 
winner of the Souper Bowl Fellowship at Anna 
Heights Baptist Church.

Norma Lee Hackney, PhD, and Susan A. 
Whitemountain, PhD, hold the book they just 
finished First Atlas of Union County Illinois Territory 
1809 to 1818. They also made a map of Historical 
View Of Southern Illinois 1787-1818.  These can be 
purchased at The Gathering Place on South Main 
Street in Anna. All the profits from the map go to 
the new bathrooms at the Anna Arts Center on West 
Davie Street. The barns also pictured are made by 
Jerry Myers.

Genealogist Dr. Susan Whitemountain points to 
old medicine bottles they found in the building they 
bought and is now The Gathering Place on South 
Main Street in beautiful downtown Anna.

Shown here at the Feb. 10 Celebrate Regional 
Artists reception at the Hise Museum at SIC near 
Harrisburg is Marie Samuel. The exhibit has over 50 
entries by 25 area artists, and works shown here by 
Marie are part of a traveling exhibit of quilted wall 
hangings titled “Endangered Wildlife Habitats” of 
deer and mule deer. Open Tuesday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free at the Hise 
Museum.

More Anna News
(Continued from previous page)

It’s a Small World
Thanks to Barb Bauer for 

this news item.
Judy Lyerla of Jonesboro 

mentioned that she grew 
up in Aurora and then mar-
ried Bob Lyerla and finally 
moved to Anna. 

Talking with Judy, Barb 
Bauer said, “I don’t sup-
pose you knew the Art 
Konrads in Aurora.” 

Judy said, “Oh, yes I do! 
Dr. Konrad was my dentist.  
And Jimmy Konrad was in 
my confirmation class! “

The Konrads were good 
friends of Norm Bauer’s 
parents Reinie and Clara 
Bauer. When they grew 
older he lost contact with 
them.

Judy Lyerla has a “zoom 
club” with her long-time 
Aurora friends who helped 
her make contact between 
Norm Bauer and Jim Kon-
rad after some 70 plus 
years. They had such a 
great phone reunion. 

Jim remembered Judy 
Schoeberlein from confir-
mation class, and told us his 
mother (known to Norm as 
“Aunt Florence”) lived to 
be almost 102.

Thanks to Judy, it is a 
small world.

St. Louis Trip
For a Valentine’s Day 

present Martha Ann Webb 
bought her family Bessie 

Mae, Elijah Glen and Curt 
Ellis tickets to see Beyond 
Van Gogh exhibit in St. 
Louis and told them the gas 
there could be her present. 

It was very interesting. 
They also enjoyed the art 
museum in Forest Park and 
eating at the Cheese Cake 
Factory a gift from Bessie 
Mae. 

On the way home they 
stopped in Pinckneyville 
and went through the An-
tique Mall.  

It was neat because they 
found a glass with Bald 
Knob Cross on in, a pencil 
from Anna Ready Mix, a 
mug for the 1982 Worlds 
Fair that Martha Ann had 
attended with her cousins, 
and some other items. 

Birthday Celebration 
Dustin Ayers celebrated 

his birthday Feb. 9 with his 
family Debbie and Mike 
Ayers, his aunt Dealie and 
uncle Jim Ayers, his aunt 
Sharon Gibson and her 
grandson Dalton Dixon, 
and his niece Mackenzie 
Sturgeon and her fiancé 
Tyler Hileman, and grand-
ma Dot Mitchell at the 
Texas Road House in Cape 
Girardeau. 

Everyone enjoyed a good 
time and the food was good. 
His sister Bradie wasn’t 
able to go so she got a go 
box taken home to her. 

To Place Your Ad In 
The Gazette-Democrat
Call (618) 833-2158
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Postcards feature Civil War events
A collection of artistic postcards of historic 

Civil War events by artist M. Kunstler is on display 
at PAST’s Heritage House Museum in Jonesboro. 
The scenes which are depicted include Abraham 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. The speech was 
delivered at the dedication of a national cemetery 
at the scene of the Civil War battle at Gettysburg. 
At the dedication, Lincoln declared “that these 
dead shall not have died in vain.” The postcard 
collection is on loan from Doug Hileman of Anna. It 
was a souvenir of his visit to the national cemetery 
at Gettysburg, Pa. Heritage House is scheduled to 
be open, with free admission, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 27. Photo provided.

Cobden Branch Library reopens
Stinson Memorial Public Library District’s branch facility in Cobden 

reopened Monday, Feb. 7.  The branch library had been closed for several years 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. An open house was held Feb. 7 to celebrate 
the reopening of the branch facility, which is located in a building along Front 
Street in downtown Cobden. Operating hours at the Cobden Branch Library 
are scheduled to be Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Friday, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The primary librarian at the Cobden location 
will be Katie Persinger, who welcomed visitors to the open house.

February sunsets: Colorful sunsets were seen in 
the Union County area early in February.

10G

Members FDIC

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506 - 512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546 - 1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

100  E. Vienna • Anna • 833-2151

Dongola
827-3541

Ullin
845-3395

Alto Pass
893-2464

The following Union County
banks will be closed Monday,
February 21st, in observance

of Presidents' Day.

Douglas Wilson, one of 
the United States’ leading 
Abraham Lincoln schol-
ars, is scheduled to join 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale’s Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute next 
week for a conversation 
about Lincoln’s character 
and writing.

John Shaw, institute di-
rector, plans to host the 
discussion with Wilson, 
titled “The Character and 
Eloquence of Abraham 
Lincoln.” 

The conversation will 
focus on two of Wil-
son’s books: “Lincoln’s 
Sword: The Presidency 
and the Power of Words,” 
which primarily deals 
with Lincoln’s writings, 
and “Honor’s Voice: The 

Transformation of Abraham 
Lincoln,” which is about 
Lincoln’s character. Both 
books earned Wilson the 
Lincoln Prize.

The event is scheduled 
to be held via Zoom at 10 
a.m. Monday, Feb. 21. The 
event is free and open to 
the public. 

Registration is required 
to access the webinar. Visit 
paulsimoninstitute.org/
events to register.

Wilson is a professor 
emeritus at Knox College 
in Galesburg, where he 
taught English. He is the 
co-founder and co-director 
of the school’s Lincoln 
Studies Center. 

His writing has appeared 
in the Wall Street Journal, 
The New York Times and 

the Atlantic, and he worked 
as a consultant on Steven 
Spielberg’s 2012 biopic 
“Lincoln.”

Wilson in 2009 received 
the Order of Lincoln from 
the Lincoln Academy of 
Illinois, the state’s highest 
honor.

The conversation is part 
of the institute’s Illinois Au-
thors series of discussions 
with the writers who bring 
the Prairie State to life.

The institute noted that 
those who want to be a part 
of the Zoom presentation 
are encouraged to submit 
questions for Wilson before 
the event. Questions can 
be submitted on the regis-
tration form or emailed to 
paulsimoninstitute@siu.
edu.

SIU Simon Public Policy Institute to offer
Zoom presentation featuring Lincoln scholar

Union County Museum delays reopening
shop. The Union County 
Museum and shop have 
been temporarily closed for 
the winter season. This has 
been done for several years. 

The society said that the 
museum also needs more 
time to develop an opening 
exhibit based on artifacts 
and documents of major 
local historical significance 
that was recently donated to 
the Union County Histori-
cal and Genealogy Society. 

Information about the 
exhibit will be released at 
a later date.

The museum has been a 
popular tourism attraction 
since 1961. The museum 
moved to its current loca-
tion on South Appleknocker 
in downtown Cobden in 
2006.

The Union County His-
torical and Genealogy Soci-
ety said that the delay is in 
response to weather condi-
tions and other extenuating 
circumstances. The society 
operates the museum and 

The Union County Muse-
um and the shop for its ben-
efit will delay its reopening 
from March to Saturday, 
April 2. The museum and 
shop are located in down-
town Cobden.

Anna VFW to serve chili dogs,
fish fry, chicken and dumplings

chicken and dumplings, 
mashed potatoes, green 
beans, a roll and dessert for 
a $12 donation.

The public is welcome. 
Dine in, carry outs and 
drive thru will be available. 
Drive thru orders must be 
placed by no later than 8 
p.m. on Feb. 20 by calling 
833-7737 to make a reser-
vation for a pick up time.

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna is planning 
to serve dinners during 
February.

Dinners will be served at 
the post, which is located 
at 70 VFW Ln. near Anna.

Chili Dogs: Chili dogs, 
chili or hot dogs will be 
served on Thursday, today, 
and Feb. 24. Serving is 
planned from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. each Thursday. The 
public is welcome and carry 
outs will be available.

Fish Fry: A fish fry is 
planned Friday, Feb. 18. 
Serving will be from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m.

The menu will include 
two pieces of fish, potato 
salad and baked beans for 
a $12 donation.

The public is welcome. 
Carry outs will be available.

Drive thru will be avail-
able for this meal. Drive 
thru orders must be placed 
by no later than noon on 
Feb. 18 by calling 833-7737 
to make a reservation for a 
pick up time.

Chicken and Dump-
lings: A chicken and dump-
lings dinner is planned 
Monday, Feb. 21. Serving 
will be from 4:30 p.m. to 
6 p.m. 

The menu will include 



Page 14 - Section A                                                                                   Thursday, February 17, 2022                                                                         The Gazette-Democrat

Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Heart-Mind Connection 
How focusing on your mental health 
can positively impact your heart health 

 The American Heart Association has been doing con-
siderable research to determine the significance between 
heart and mental health. They have found substantial 
evidence to prove that each plays an important role in 
how the other functions.  

Much of the research done by the American Heart As-
sociation has proven that not only are the heart and mind 
connected but that they are often dependent on each other. 
If something impacts the heart, it can also affect the mind 
and vice versa. 

One of the most significant findings from this research is 
that while poor mental health can have a negative impact 
on heart health, it is also true that positive mental health 
can help reduce risks and improve heart health. 

With these findings, at Union County Hospital Senior 
Solutions we now know that adding interventions to help 
people cultivate positive mental health can significantly 
impact improving heart health. So, if you are looking for 
ways to reduce stress, emotional strain, and/or your risk 
of heart-related disease, WE WANT TO HELP. 

Below are three ways to get you started on your journey 
to improved health for your heart and mind.  

Meditation: Several studies published in the Journal 
of the American Heart Association have shown that 
meditation can considerably impact heart health by reduc-
ing stress, improving heart rate and reducing the risk of 
heart-related death.  

A few tips to get you started on your meditation journey 
include: 

Do your best to sit quietly while concentrating on taking 
slow, deep breaths. 

Block out a time to meditate each day: 5 to 10 minutes 
to start is great. 

To enhance the experience, try adding in peaceful music 
or white noise. 

There are several places to find guided meditations, 
such as a free phone app or podcasts like Purely Being 
and Mindful in Minutes. 

Positive Psychology Techniques: These techniques are 
designed to focus on each person’s strengths and behaviors 
to help them build a happy, fulfilled life. Techniques that 
have proven to be effective may include: 

Acts of Kindness: This action not only helps those 
around you but has been proven to help boost your mood. 
A few simple ideas to try, buy coffee for a stranger, help a 
friend with errands, or tell someone you love their outfit 
at the store.  

Developing Meaning: This one will take some time but 
can significantly improve your overall well-being. To do 
this, you will write on the three separate topics, who you 
were in the past (one to two pages), who you are now 
(one page), and who you see yourself being the future 
(one page). Once you have completed each section, save 
them somewhere you can refer to and know that topics 2 
and 3 can always change and evolve.  

Gratitude Journal: Often, people focus on the nega-
tives, especially when struggling physically or emotion-
ally. A gratitude journal allows you to take the focus off 
of the negatives and place it on the good in your life.  

Seek Professional Help: Mental health is essential 
to everyone’s overall health and wellbeing, so just like 
other areas of your health you may at times need to seek 
additional support from a professional. There are various 
ways someone can receive the support they need, includ-
ing individual or group therapy, teletherapy, support 
groups, and much more. 

Mental health support has been proven to help reduce 
stress and improve the quality of life for those it serves 
by helping provide a space to identify problems, build 
coping skills, and find unbiased support. 

Senior Solutions is Union County Hospital’s program, 
designed to meet the unique needs of individuals typically 
65 and older experiencing depression and/or anxiety re-
lated to life changes that are often associated with aging. 

If you or someone you know is struggling with a recent 
heart-related diagnosis or a decline in emotional health, 
our program wants you to know we are here to help. 
Whether through our program, or another service, our 
team works to identify and address the emotional needs 
of those in our community and provide support.  

If you, or someone you know, would like more informa-
tion, education, or would like to discuss support, please 
call 618-833-4505.

(Editor’s note: This article was shared by Karen Law-
less, who is the program director for Senior Solutions at 
Union County Hospital in Anna.)

DUTCH
GUTTERING, Inc.

FREE Estimates
618-351-1881

Rated #1 by the Better Business Bureau

Ask AboUT oUR
wINTER spECIAls.

dutchguttering.com

Serving Our Customers Since 1979
Join the Dutch Family Today!

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Service and Repair • Storm Damage

Siding and Overhang • Gutter Clean Outs
Home Pressure Washing

Put a new face on your house.
Call us for a free estimate today and become part of the

Dutch family of thousands of satisfied customers!
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Unexpected treat arrives on Valentine's Day

Wow...my entire life...summed up in five words...
saw this bumper sticker on a vehicle parked in met-
ropolitan Anna one day last week. Actually, I guess it 
was more of a “window” sticker...

Super Bowl.
There. Got that out of my system. Once again, just 

wanted to use those two words without the express written 
consent of the National Football League. 

Did you watch the “Big Game?” I thought the game 
was OK. Bittersweet, but OK. It really doesn’t do much 
good anymore to whine about the Rams going back to Los 
Angeles. That being said, I guess with Sunday’s win, the 
owner of the Rams could finally finish flushing St. Louis 
down the toilet. Like I said. Bittersweet.

The commercials during the Big Game didn’t do all that 
much for me, either. A long time ago commercial about 
herding cats is still one of my all-time favorites. 

Moving right along...
Yours truly received a totally unexpected special mes-

sage on Valentine’s Day, which was Monday. (Guys...you 
did remember your sweetheart on Monday...didn’t you?)

The message that showed up Monday actually gave me 
a reason to share another special note which showed up 
on December 29 in the dearly departed and, hopefully, 
never to be repeated again, year of 2021. 

The December message arrived via email. From Ma-
linda. Apparently, Malinda and I are dear friends. I just 
did not know it.

How do I know we are dear friends? Because Malinda 
said so.

“Hello my dear friend greetings to you and how are you 
doing today?” Melinda greeted me without punctuation. 

Malinda, it seemed, is a Mrs. from Belgium. She said 
so. “Its nice being in contact with you and may this mail 
find you well,” she wrote with punctuation. I hoped she 
was well as well. 

Then Mrs. Malinda from Belgium got straight to the 
point, without punctuation and then with misplaced punc-
tuation: “I want to know if you are interested in doing 
Business such as Real Estate and Gold-Mining, please 
do respond for further details if interested.”

Darn, I thought. If only she had sent the message a 
few days earlier. I had actually thought about getting The 
Other Half a gold mine for Christmas. I got her a candy 
bar, instead. I have not heard anything else from Mrs. 
Malinda in Belgium.

But her cousin in Canada may have sent me a nice 
message on Valentine’s Day. The message came by way 
of a fax. I did not know anybody sent messages by fax 
anymore. Oh, well.

The message came from somebody identifying himself 
as an attorney with “a Canada based Law Firm.” I could 
tell the attorney and Mrs. Malinda were related...neither 
one of them knows how to use punctuation. 

I’m not going to mention the attorney’s name. Mainly 
because the name is so silly. Sounded like something from 
a Saturday Night Live skit. That being said, the name was 
followed by a comma and “Esq.” That’s short, I think, for 
“Esquire,” which is a title given to somebody who thinks 
the rest of the world is stupid.

“Firstly, I must solicit your confidence in this transac-
tion; this is by virtue of its nature as being utterly confi-
dential,” the message began.

“Though I know that a transaction of this magnitude will 
make any one apprehensive and worried, but I am assuring 
you that all will be well at the end of the day. I decided to 
contact you after a series of attempt to locate members of 
a deceased family,” the message continued, complete with 
bad grammar. Well, the message did come from Canada. 
I’ve been to Canada. They talk different up there.

Mr. Attorney with a Canada based Law Firm explained 
that there “is an unclaimed ‘permanent life insurance 
policy’ insured on Payment-On-Death for Eleven Mil-
lion Five Hundred Thousand United States Dollars with 
a top Life Insurance Company here in Canada.” I guess 
to make sure I knew how much the “permanent life in-
surance policy” was worth, they used numbers, too, as in 
US$ 11,500,000.00. I was feeling better already. With that 
much money, I could get The Other Half another candy 
bar. She has expensive taste in candy bars.

Mr. Attorney with a Canada based Law Firm shared 
that the “policy holder was one of our clients...an Investor. 
He died in an accident in Canada, over ten years ago.” Of 
course he did. And, thank goodness for me, this investor 
just happened to have the same last name as mine. Now 
it’s really getting good. 

Since the death of this “Investor” and distant relative, 
no one had come forward to claim the US$ 11,500,000.00. 
All efforts to locate his relatives have proved unsuccessful. 
Wow. Am I about to get wealthy beyond all of my wildest 
dreams? Almost... 

“If you permit me to add your name to the documents, 
all proceeds will be processed on your behalf as the family 
member and next of kin. I wish to point out that I want 
10% of this money to be shared among charity organiza-
tions while the remaining 90% will be shared between us 
equally.” Well, Mr. Attorney with a Canada based Law 
Firm has a big heart...and is even willing to share the 
remaining 90 percent. 

Best of all: Mr. Attorney with a Canada based Law 
Firm assured me that the whole thing is “100% risk free.” 
Well, of course it is. 

Mr. Attorney with a Canada based Law Firm said that 
if I happened to be interested in more details, “I expect a 
direct contact number to reach you.” Well, Mr. Attorney 
with a Canada based Law Firm, just give me a call at BR 
549. I’ll be waiting to hear from you...

Yup...turtles...just because I can...they were enjoying the sunshine on a cold February afternoon at a pond 
in Union County...

Political letters to the editor
All letters to the editor endorsing, opposing or 

pertaining to political candidates must be published as 
paid election letters. They will be subject to a publication 
fee of $50.

A paid election letter must be paid for by the 
writer. If the letter is paid for by another individual or 
organization, that information must be stated, according 
to election laws.

A letter must be signed and must contain the name 
of the person who wrote the letter, the writer’s address 
and the writer’s telephone number. The telephone 
number will not be published, but must be included for 
verification purposes.

The deadline to submit a paid election letter, and 
payment for the letter, is noon on the Thursday prior to 
publication of the letter. The newspaper reserves the 
right to edit a letter for clarity, brevity and legal purposes.

Weather
High 57, low 11

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 57 degrees 
to a low of 11 during the pe-
riod of Feb. 8-14 in Union 
County.

Precipitation during the 
period included .03 of an 
inch of rain on Feb. 8 and 
.02 of an inch of rain on 
Feb. 11.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, Feb. 8           50 26
Wednesday, Feb. 9      57 29
Thursday, Feb. 10        54 24
Friday, Feb. 11             56 30
Saturday, Feb. 12          37 14
Sunday, Feb. 13           38 11
Monday, Feb. 14          46 17 

The Illinois General As-
sembly enacted legislation 
on May 25, 1889, which 
created the Illinois State 
Historical Society.
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