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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

War in Ukraine...and a prayer for peace

Bald Knob Cross message makes global impact
A Facebook post by Jef-

frey Isbell, the executive 
director of the Bald Knob 
Cross of Peace near Alto 
Pass, has gone viral with 
nearly 1 million views, half 
of which have been in war 
torn Ukraine. 

“As the war in Vietnam 
was raging and in the midst 
of the Cuban Missile Crisis, 
a monument was being 
erected in Alto Pass, Il-
linois,” the Facebook post 
reads.

“The monument would 
be one of the world’s largest 
Crosses and be named for 

the mountain it stands atop, 
the Bald Knob Cross. 

“But there was a common 
prayer in those days; it was 
a prayer for peace. Thus, it 
was fitting to call the Cross, 
a Cross of Peace. Today, 
war wages once again and 
our world is riddled with 
uncertainty… 

“We pray for peace and 
for those affected by war 
and uncertainty. We pray 
for our world.” 

“Like most Americans, I 
was in shock by what I was 
seeing on television regard-
ing the war in Ukraine,” 

Isbell said in a news release. 
“At about 3 a.m., I wrote 

the words to this post and 
then wondered if it would 
be possible to boost the 
post in Russia and Ukraine 
with the hopes that maybe 
it would encourage five 
people and give a peace 
of mind for even a second. 
When trying to boost it, I re-
ceived two error messages 
and then later a message 
that the post was approved. 

“The post quickly went 
viral and now more than 
600,000 Ukrainians have 
seen the post, with many 

commenting on the post.”
Isbell shared transla-

tions of some of the com-
ments which were shared 
by Ukrainians:

“I ask for prayers for 
Ukraine, for her warriors, 
for her people and kids, and 
for her enemies! The Lord 
is with us!!!”

“Thank you, we love 
you. God bless.”

As of early this week, 
Isbell said that more than 
914 ,000  people  f rom 
around the world had seen 
the post on Facebook, with 
more than 600,000 being 

from Ukraine. “Your local 
prayers, and local support 
of the Bald Knob Cross of 
Peace, is making a global 
impact,” Isbell said.

“Our mission to provide 
a place where people can 
unite to experience the 
presence of God and right 
now, through this post, that 
is being done on Facebook 
and around the world,” 
Isbell concluded.

The Facebook post can 
be seen at https://www.face-
book.com/BaldKnobCross/
posts/5261035183969580.

Ukraine flag
The flag of Ukraine, with a coat of arms/trident, has been seen 

on display near Anna during the past week.

Cross of Peace
An image of the Cross of Peace was shared by Jeffrey Isbell. 

He is the executive director of the cross. Photo provided.

Snow falling in Alto Pass
Heavy snow was falling in Alto Pass at around midday last Friday. The Union 

County area was under a winter weather advisory at the time. The advisory 
was issued by the National Weather Service office in Paducah, with total snow 
accumulations of up to 2 inches possible.

Filing ended Monday, 
March 14, for the 2022 
primary election in Union 
County. Filing started Mon-
day, March 7.

Primary election day is 
set for Tuesday, June 28.

At the county level, vot-
ers will elect two members 
to the board of commission-
ers, a sheriff, a treasurer and 
a county clerk.

Prec inc t  commit tee 
chairpersons also will be 
on the ballot.

Union County Clerk 
Lance Meisenheimer said 
the following candidates 
had filed nominating peti-
tions:

Republicans
Union County Board of 

Commissioners, Seat C: 
incumbent David Gould 
of Anna.

Union County Board 
of Commissioners, Seat 
E: Brandon Bierstedt of 
Anna. The seat now is held 
by Democrat Bobby Toler 
Jr. Toler was appointed to 
the post. Toler previously 
had said that he will not be 
running.

Union County treasurer: 
incumbent Leigh Burns of 
Jonesboro.

Union County clerk: in-
cumbent Lance Meisen-
heimer of Jonesboro.

Union County sheriff: 
Robert J. (Robbie) McGee 
of Alto Pass and David 
Wilkins of Jonesboro filed 
simultaneously on Monday, 
March 7. A lottery will be 
held to decide their posi-
tion on the primary election 
ballot.

A third Republican, Bry-
an Watkins of Anna, has 
also has filed for sheriff.

Resident circuit judge: 
Tim Denny has filed as a 
candidate for resident cir-
cuit judge to fill a vacancy. 
Filing was in Springfield.

Democrats
Union County Board of 

Commissioners, Seat C: 
Marsha Griffin of Jones-
boro.

Union County Board of 
Commissioners, Seat E: 
Jacob M. Dent of Anna.

Union County sheriff: 
incumbent Dale Foster of 
Anna.

Election filing ends

Union County Clerk 
Lance Meisenheimer re-
ports that cards for what is 
called a “voter purge” were 
mailed last week.

The purge is a mandated 
update of county voter reg-
istration records.

The updates come ahead 
of the 2022 primary and 
general elections. The pri-
mary election is scheduled 
June 28. The general elec-
tion is set for Nov. 8.

Meisenheimer explained 
last week that the process 
“is when we send out voter 
registration cards to verify 
that the address you are 
registered to vote at is valid 
and correct.”

“If you feel that your ad-
dress is wrong or needing 
updated, please feel free to 

contact our office to verify 
we have your correct infor-
mation,” he said.

A total of 12,834 cards 
were mailed to Union 
County voters.

The cards include the 
voter’s name, address, a 
voter’s identification num-
ber and the date the card 
was issued.

The cards show the vot-
er’s polling place and the 
jurisdictions in which a 
voter is eligible to cast a 
ballot, including:

U.S. Congressional Dis-
trict, state senate and state 
representative districts, as 
well as municipality, unit 
road district, library district, 
regional office of education, 
school district and commu-
nity college district. 

The cards also provide 
an opportunity for a voter 
to make note of changes 
in their registration, such 
as for moving within the 
county or marriage.

Voters who may have 
questions or concerns can 
contact the county clerk’s 
office at 833-5711.

The card also notes that 
people who may be in-
terested in serving as an 
election judge can contact 
the county clerk’s office for 
more information.

Filing of nominating pe-
titions for the 2022 primary 
election ended on Monday 
of this week. An accompa-
nying story lists the candi-
dates who filed nominating 
petitions for the Union 
County primary election.

Voter update cards mailed
Union County Clerk Lance Meisenheimer 

mailed voter registration update cards last week. 
About 2,000 of the cards were delivered to the 
Jonesboro Post Office, where they were accepted 
by Cody Wasmund, right. Wasmund is a clerk at the 
Jonesboro Post Office. Jonesboro is the county 
seat of government and home of the Union County 
Courthouse.

County clerk mails cards
for voter registration update 

Snow had coated most of 
a stop sign in Alto Pass by 
midday last Friday.

***
A Union County Child 

Abuse Prevention Month 
proclamation reading is 
planned March 31. The 
event is set for 9 a.m. at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.

***
Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

to all.
***

The first day of spring is 
Sunday, March 20.

***
Sure didn’t take long for 

the ground to turn white 
in northern parts of Union 
County after the snow start-
ed falling late last Friday 
morning.

***
Flood Safety Week is 

March 13 to March 19. The 
National Weather Service 
office in Paducah notes that 
the week “is an opportunity 
to increase awareness and 
promote preparedness of 
flooding hazards also to 
generate an increase in the 
level of response to flood 
watches, warnings, and 
advisories.”

***
Students at Anna-Jones-

boro Community High 
School planned to have a 
“Go Gray” event on Fri-
day, March 11, in support 
of Goreville High School 
student Reice Albright, who 
has been diagnosed with a 
brain tumor.

***
A water pump manufac-

turer is donating a $5,000 
pump for a water well proj-
ect at the Cross of Peace on 
Bald Knob Mountain near 
Alto Pass.

(continued on page 12)
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BEST DEFENSE
Colonoscopies are your
BEST DEFENSE
against Colon Cancer.

Always by your side.

Take a free colon cancer risk assessment:

SEhealth.org/Colon

Shane E. Hendon,
DO

C. Brent Keller,
DO

Kaitlin Roslen, 
APRN, FNP-BC

Cape Girardeau Clinic
1723 Broadway, Suite 220
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Dexter Clinic
1300 N. One Mile Road, Suite 5
Dexter, MO 63841

Schedule today:
Call 573-331-7910
or visit SEhealth.org/Colon
No referral is necessary for a routine screening. 

Schedule today:
Call 573-331-7910
or visit SEhealth.org/Colon
No referral is necessary for a routine screening. 

Andrew Garner,
APRN, FNP-BC 

2 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bathroom home
204 Williams st. • anna, il

Begins to end Wednesday,
March 30,  at 6:30 P.M.

online  only  real estate auction

Bid at www.ollisauction.com

400 New Hope Road Buncombe, IL 62912
(618) 833-2227 Toll Free (800) 272-9791
Joe Ollis Auction Service, LLC IL Lic #444.000380
Information Herein Believed To Be Accurate But Not Warranted

13P,14G

2 bedrooms, living 
room, kitchen & 1 ½ 
bathrooms make up 
this 800 square foot 
home. Parking area 
in the back. It also 
features a work shed 
and a storage shed 

that a child could use as a playhouse. Lot size is 45x90.

Call auction company to schedule a showing!
(618) 833-2227 

Visit our website: triplecmeats.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986 46GTF

Custom ProCessing of
Beef, Pork, goat, sheeP

Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

Investigation involves developmentally disabled woman at Choate Center

Aggravated criminal sexual assault alleged 
By Beth Hundsdorfer
Capitol News Illinois
bhundsdorfer@capi-
tolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A 
state employee charged 
last month with molesting a 
child now faces a charge of 
aggravated criminal sexual 
assault of a patient at the 
state-run Choate Mental 
Health and Developmental 
Center in Anna.

Union County State’s At-
torney Tyler Tripp charged 
former Choate mental 
health technician Charles 
W. Mills, 58, of Jonesboro 
on Thursday, March 10. 

Mills is accused of sexual 
assault that occurred on 
March 19, 2020, against 
a person, identified in the 
charges as E.K., who has 
a severe or profound intel-
lectual disability and was 
unable to give knowing 
consent. 

Capitol News Illinois 
reported on the allegations 
last week before the latest 
charges had been filed. 

Mills tendered his res-
ignation but it does not 
go into effect until March 
15, Illinois Department of 
Human Services spokes-
woman Marisa Kollias said 
last week. 

According to the Illi-
nois comptroller’s state 
employee pay database, 
he received a paycheck as 
recently as Monday and 
was paid $41,000 in an-
nual salary in 2021 despite 
spending the entire year on 
administrative leave while 
under investigation. 

Four state agencies, in-
cluding the Illinois attorney 
general, DHS Office of 
the Inspector General, the 
Department of Children 
and Family Services and 
two Divisions of the Il-

linois State Police were 
investigating Mills for the 
two instances of sexual 
misconduct. 

Mills continued to be 
paid despite those allega-
tions, submitting his res-
ignation in February only 
after he was arrested on 
the unrelated child moles-
tation charges. In that case, 
he faces four felonies for 
molesting a child younger 
than 13 years old. 

The child molestation 
allegations date back to 
2020 and were investigated 
by the Illinois State Police 
Division of Criminal In-
vestigation. The actions 
were not related to his state 
employment.

The allegations against 
Mills for his assault of a 
patient at Choate were in-
vestigated by Illinois State 
Police Division of Internal 
Investigation. 

An allegation of abuse or 
neglect made by a disabled 
person inside a state facility 
goes first to the DHS Office 
of the Inspector General. A 
preliminary investigation is 
conducted by the OIG and 
facility’s security. 

Based on that investiga-
tion, a determination is 
made whether the allega-
tion is credible, then wheth-
er the alleged infraction is 
administrative or criminal. 

If the OIG determines 
the allegation is criminal 
in nature, the Illinois State 
Police Division of Internal 
Investigations is contacted 
to conduct a criminal probe. 

It is unclear when the 
internal investigation into 
the sexual assault at Cho-
ate occurred and when the 
Illinois State Police inves-
tigation began.

In an unrelated case, two 
top administrators at Cho-

ate face criminal charges 
for obstructing an Illinois 
State Police investigation 
into abuse allegations at the 
facility. 

Center director Bryant 
Davis and administrator 
Gary Goins were indicted 
in June 2021 on official 
misconduct charges. 

Court documents filed 
in Goins’ case on Monday 
stated that Goins, then the 
quality assurance manager 
at Choate, accessed confi-
dential investigative files 
and directed staff to speak 
to the victim before police 
did.

Both administrators re-
main on the DHS payroll. 

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

By Beth Hundsdorfer
Capitol News Illinois
bhundsdorfer@capi-
tolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Docu-
ments filed in a Southern 
Illinois court last week 
allege a Choate Mental 
Health and Developmental 
Center senior staff member 
obstructed an Illinois State 
Police investigation into the 
abuse of a developmentally 
disabled patient by access-
ing confidential investiga-
tive files and directing staff 
to speak to the victim before 
police did.

The state-run Choate 
Mental Health and Devel-
opmental Center, located 
in Anna, was opened in 
1869 and currently houses 
225 people with devel-
opmental disabilities or 
mental illness, according 
to the Illinois Department 
of Human Services website. 
The Department of Human 
Services operates the Union 
County facility in Southern 
Illinois.

Gary Goins, who re-
mained on the state payroll 
as of Wednesday, March 9, 
was the quality assurance 
manager at Choate in 2020 

when Choate staff member 
Kevin Jackson was accused 
of repeatedly striking a 
developmentally disabled 
patient with a belt.  

According to court docu-
ments filed on Monday, 
March 7, in Union County, 
Goins accessed investiga-
tive files for the DHS Office 
of the Inspector General. He 
then sent emails directing 
staff to speak with the vic-
tim before the Illinois State 
Police Division of Internal 
Investigation interviewed 
the victim, the documents 
stated. 

Prosecutors  a l leged 
Goins “intended to gain 
advantage in defense of 
his and other administra-
tors’ actions” regarding 
Jackson’s alleged criminal 
conduct. The action was 
taken “in advance prepara-
tion for the investigation of 
those acts by Illinois State 
Police,” according to court 
documents. 

The victim allegedly 
changed her account of 
the incident after speak-
ing with staff, and it no 
longer matched that of the 
eyewitnesses. This was 
documented in a medical 
chart note that was later 

amended at the direction of 
Choate administrative staff, 
the court document stated.

Neither Goins nor his 
attorney Wesley Wilkins 
could be reached for com-
ment.

The court filing also 
mentions other unidenti-
fied senior staff members 
at Choate who allegedly 
participated in the cover-up. 

Center director Bryant 
Davis and Goins were in-
dicted last June and are 
awaiting trial on felony 
charges of official mis-
conduct for obtaining and 
reviewing confidential in-
vestigative files of the in-
spector general’s office. 

A third Choate admin-
istrator, Teresa Smith, was 
also charged with official 
misconduct and obstruct-
ing justice in 2021, but 
those cases were dismissed. 
Smith was indicted by a 
grand jury on the same 
charges in 2022. The cases 
were subsequently dis-

missed by a judge.
Smith, Bryant and Goins 

remained on the state’s 
payroll as of March 9, 
according to the Illinois 
Comptroller’s database of 
state employee pay. Smith’s 
most recent monthly salary 
was $8,974, Davis’ was 
$9,555, and Goins’ was 
$8,140. Their status with 
the Department of Human 
Services is not clear.  

The aggravated battery 
charge against Jackson is 
still pending. A case man-
agement conference was 
scheduled for March 14 in 
Union County. He is not 
listed on the comptroller’s 
payroll database.

Capitol News Illinois is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government that is dis-
tributed to more than 400 
newspapers statewide. It is 
funded primarily by the Illi-
nois Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Choate Mental Health and Developmental Center, Anna

Facility administrator allegedly obstructed
investigation conducted by Illinois State Police

8,519 new
COVID cases

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, on 
Friday, March 11, reported 
8,519 new confirmed and 
probable cases of corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) 
in Illinois, including an 
increase of 149 deaths since 
reporting on March 4.

On March 11, IDPH 
was reporting a total of 
3,045,718 cases, includ-
ing 33,075 deaths, in 102 
counties in Illinois, since 
the start of the pandemic.  

As of Thursday night, 
March 10, 676 people in 
Illinois were reported to 
be in the hospital with CO-
VID-19.

All data are provisional 
and will change, IDPH 
reported.
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Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com
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201 S. Main Street
Anna • 618-833-8506 1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

With local decision-making, 
individualized services and a team 
of professionals that's committed to 
meeting each customer's own needs, 
Anna-Jonesboro National Bank is more 
than just another bank. We're a part of 
every community we serve.

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999
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Need help paying your Gas or Electric bills?
Or getting your Propane filled up?

Shawnee Development Council, 
Inc. may be able to assist 
with your heating bills. 

For more information, call:

 Cairo   734-0535
 Elizabethtown  287-7071
 Metropolis  524-2941
 Anna   833-7431
 Karnak  634-2201

INCOME GuIdElINEs

 Family size  30 day Income 

 1 $2,147
 2 $2,903
 3 $3,660
 4 $4,417
 5 $5,173
 6 $5,930

Shawnee Development Council, Inc. is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer serving Alexander, Hardin, Johnson, 
Massac, Pope, Pulaski, and Union counties.

The LIHEAP
Low Income

Home 
Energy 

Assistance 
program 

may be for 
you...

WIBH announces campaign
to provide shoes for children

For more than a decade, 
WIBH Radio in Anna has  
worked to raise awareness 
about child abuse and ne-
glect in the Southern Illinois 
region.  

Since 2011, the local  radio 
station has partnered each 
winter with area child service 
agencies to raise funds to buy 
new coats through its New 
Coats, New Hope Campaign.  

This April, as part of Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, 
the radio station’s mission 
of giving continues with the 
newly formed WIBH Warm 
Soles, New Hope Campaign.

The goal of the campaign 
is to provide new shoes for 
children in need.

As is the case with the 
coat campaign, the radio 
station will partner will local 
agencies.  

Shoes will be distributed 
through the Children’s Med-
ical and Mental Health Re-
source Network, CMMHRN, 
in Anna; Arrowleaf in Vien-
na; and all Southern Seven 
Head Start locations.

The shoes will go to kids 
who are affected by abuse, 
neglect, disaster and family 
need.  No paperwork or proof 
of income is required to re-
ceive a pair of shoes. 

Nearly 20 percent of 
Southern Illinois children 
live in poverty and shoes that 
fit well are an essential item 
every day. 

“We are fortunate to live 
in a community that cares 
about the needs of others,” 
said Moury Bass, co-owner 
of WIBH. 

“That’s why we are using 
the voice of WIBH radio to 
let our listeners know that 
there are children in Southern 
Illinois who need new shoes.”  

The campaign’s goal for 
2022 is $3,000 (200 pairs of 
shoes).

Like the coats, the shoes, 
sizes 6 toddler to 4 kids, 
will be purchased through 
the nonprofit organization 
Operation Warm, through its 
Warm Soles program.  

The organization expanded 
its mission in 2020 of giving 
to include shoes that inspire 
confidence and encourage 
outdoor play.  

Since the program began, 
over 30,000 pairs of shoes 

have been distributed in the 
United States.  

The addition of shoes gives 
WIBH and its campaign part-
ners the opportunity to help 
children in need here at home. 

Sponsorship of a pair of 
shoes is just $15, but any 
monetary contribution is 
appreciated.  

Donations by check or 
money order must be made 
payable to Operation Warm 
and sent to WIBH Radio, 
Attn: Moury Bass, 330 S. 
Main St., Anna, Ill. 62906.  

Donations also can be 
made online at www.oper-
ationwarm.org/wibh. The 
deadline to make a donation 
is May 7.  

Postal Pal in Anna will 
donate the shipping of the 
shoes to allow 100 percent of 
all donations to go directly to 
purchasing the shoes.  

Other area businesses are 
also partnering with WIBH 
to keep shoe costs low. 

Shawnee Mass Transit 
District in Vienna and Anna 
will help deliver shoes to their 
distribution sites.

T&I Office Equipment in 
Anna is donating the printing 
of flyers used in outreach.  

Businesses and organiza-
tions can request a flyer by 
contacting Moury Bass at 
the radio station for delivery 
or pickup. 

Operation Warm is a na-
tional nonprofit organization 

that creates new, high-quality 
coats and shoes for children 
in need.

Operation Warm part-
ners with individuals and 
organizations across the 
United States to give a gift 
of warmth, confidence and 
hope to millions of children 
in need.  

For more information, or to 
request a pair of shoes for a 
child in need, contact Moury 
Bass at WIBH at 618-697-
0134 or Shawnna Rhine at 
Southern Seven Head Start 
at 618-634-2297, extension 
9161; or visit the WIBH 
Warm Soles, New Hope 
Campaign on Facebook. To 
learn more about Operation 
Warm, visit operationwarm.
org.

Schools receive grants to support 
mental health of students, educators

The Illinois State Board 
of Education, ISBE, on 
Monday, March 14, an-
nounced 136 grant awards 
totaling $86.4 million to 
support the mental health of 
students and educators. 

The Community Partner-
ship Grants will support col-
laboration between school 
districts and community 
organizations to address the 
trauma students and edu-

cators have experienced 
during the pandemic.

Among the grant recip-
ients are Anna Commu-
nity Consolidated School 
District No. 37, Meridian 
Community Unit School 
Disrict No. 101 in Mounds 
and Vienna High School 
District No. 13-3.

The partnership model 
promotes alignment be-
tween the services students 

Concerns about animal
control program voiced
at county board meeting

Concerns about the local 
animal control program were 
addressed at last week’s reg-
ular meeting of the Union 
County Board of Commis-
sioners.

The meeting was Friday 
morning, March 11, at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.

About a half dozen per-
sons shared their concerns 
about the animal control pro-
gram with county officials.

The county operates an 
animal control shelter which 
is located on Kaolin Road, 
between Anna and Cobden.

The animal control pro-
gram serves the entire county. 
Local municipalities contrib-
ute funding to the operation 
of the facility.

Those who spoke at Frid-
day morning’s meeting in-
cluded a former employee at 
the animal control shelter and 
community members.

Several times during the 
discussion, county board of 
commissioners chairman 
Max Miller emphasized that 
personal comments would 
not be allowed.

Former employee Lindsay 
Rye voiced concerns about 
conditions at the animal con-
trol shelter. She said she was 
“disappointed and disgusted” 
by the conditions.

Community member Mary 
Faulkner said she was a long-
time supporter of the shelter. 
Faulkner described herself 
as an animal advocate and 
said that she has provided 
signficant financial support 
to the shelter.

Faulkner said she hoped 
that improvements which 
have been underway at the 
shelter would continue. The 
purpose of the program, she 
said, should be about the care 
of animals.

Community member Pa-
mela Marsh said she thought 
that county officials were 
displaying a lack of concern 
about the situation. Marsh 
said she felt the conditions at 
the shelter were “not accept-
able” and voiced concerns 
about the potential spread 
of disease among animals at 
the shelter.

Marsh asked how she 
might be able to offer some 

help. She said she is ultimate-
ly concerned about the wel-
fare of animals at the shelter.

Community member Russ 
Marsh said he was “here for 
the animals.” 

Marsh said he was “a dog 
lover,” adding that “all they 
need is love.”

Marsh issued a call for 
volunteers to come and help 
at the shelter, saying that the 
facility is in need of stronger 
support.

“All we need is help...from 
everybody,” he said.

Board chairman Miller 
said the concerns voiced at 
the meeting were appreciated 
and would be taken into con-
sideration by county officials. 

After hearing the concerns 
from those at the meeting, 
county commissioner Dar-
ryl Harvell suggested that a 
committee be established to 
work for the betterment of 
the animal control program.

receive in and out of school. 
The model also supports 

sustainability beyond the 
initial funding by deepen-
ing connections between 
schools and communities. 

Grants are awarded for 
two years with funding from 
the second and third rounds 
of federal Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergen-
cy Relief.

“In order to prepare for 
learning, students need a 
positive, safe, and affirming 
educational environment,” 
Illinois State Superintendent 
of Education Dr. Carmen I. 
Ayala said in a news release. 

“The Community Part-
nership Grant expands pro-
grams to provide students 
and educators with a con-
tinuum of supports to meet 
their social, emotional, be-
havioral, and mental health 
needs and heal from the 
disruption and stress of the 
ongoing pandemic. These 
supports are foundational 
for academic growth and 
pandemic recovery.”

Symptoms of anxiety 
and depression have dou-
bled among young peo-
ple worldwide during the 
pandemic, with 20 percent 
having anxiety symptoms 
and 25 percent experiencing 
depression symptoms, ac-
cording to the U.S. Surgeon 
General.

The Community Part-
nership Grant is designed 
to help schools provide the 
mental health services and 
support that are essential 
for students to succeed ac-
ademically.

District VII, Garden Clubs
of Illinois, planning to award
scholarship to SIU student

The District Garden 
Clubs of Illinois is offering 
a one-year, $1,000 schol-
arship to Southern Illinois 
University full-time ju-
niors, seniors and graduate 
students who are pursuing 
a master’s degree. Sopho-
mores may make applica-
tion for their junior year.

The student must live 
in Southern Illinois and be 
from one of the following 
counties: Alexander, Frank-
lin, Gallatin, Hamilton, 
Jackson, Jefferson, John-
son, Massac, Perry, Pope, 
Saline, Union, White or 
Williamson.

The scholarship is open 
to students who are major-
ing in one of the following 
fields of study:  

Agronomy, agriculture 
education, floriculture, hor-
ticulture, landscape design, 
botany, biology, forestry, 
plant pathology/science and 
city (rural and urban) plan-
ning, habitat or forest/sys-
tems ecology, environmen-
tal concerns (management: 
environmental, horticulture 
resource/environmental 

behavior), environmental 
conservation (including en-
gineering), wildlife science, 
land management and/or 
other related or allied sub-
jects.

Applicants must first 
review and complete the 
District VII Garden Clubs 
of Illinois SIU Scholarship 
Application Information 
Sheet and Form, which is 
available online at:

Anne Outdoors, Click on 
District VII. Garden Club of 
Illinois Inc., then click the 
Scholarship link or use the 
following link:

https:/ /drive.google.
com/file/d/1Lg_QtEw4LY-
IxoBy4CjZ1zBrbtqfzjzNy/
view.

Additional required pro-
cedure information will be 
on the website. 

The application deadline 
for the scholarship is July 1, 
2022. Completed forms can 
be mailed to the District VII 
scholarship chairman. The 
address is on the application 
form. The winner will be 
notified in writing immedi-
ately after the judging.

Follow us on 
Facebook

Twitter
@GazetteDemocrat

or online at  
annanews.com

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat 
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Tournament success
The Anna Junior High School volleyball team competed at the 2022 Massac 

County Volleyball Tournament, where they took home the third-place trophy. 
The tournament took place on Saturday, March 12, with Massac County 
hosting teams from Anna, Ewing, Jonesboro, Herrin, Marion and Norris City. 
Photo provided.

Cobden baseball team opens
season with victory at Joppa

Tristan Brummer was 
2-for-2 with a double and 
2 RBIs to lead the Cobden 
High School baseball team 
to a 31-0 season-opening 
victory over host Joppa 
Monday, March 14.

Nolan Hand was 2-for-2 
with 4 RBIs for the Apple-
knockers. Jesus Zamora 
was 2-for-2 with 2 RBIs.  

Brock Reynolds was 
2-for-2 with a double. Ty-
ler Franklin was 2-for-3 
with an RBI. Kyle Hall was 
1-for-1 with a triple and 2 
RBIs. 

Steven Brown was 1-for-
1 with a double and an RBI. 
Noel Fabian was 1-for-1 
with 2 RBIs. 

Xach Roberts was 1-for-
1. Hunter Pitts was 1-for-2 

Cobden
players
honored

Two Cobden High School 
Appleknocker basketball 
players have received spe-
cial honors from the Illinois 
Basketball Coaches Asso-
ciation. 

Elliot  Lowndes was 
named to the association’s 
All-State Class 1A second 
team.

Tyler Franklin earned 
All-State Class 1A third 
team  honors.

Lowndes also was named 
to the Chicago Sun-Times 
All-State second team. 

Cobden
softball
scores win

Makenzie Howell was 
3- for-3  wi th  a  g rand 
slam home run to lead 
the Cobden High School 
softball team to a 21-4 
season-opening win over 
host Joppa on Monday, 
March 14.

Emma Kilpatrick was 
3-for-3 for the Lady Ap-
pleknockers. Bianca Vi-
cente was 3-for-4 with a 
double. 

Katelyn Shadowens was 
2-for-4 with a triple. Halle 
Short was 1-for-1. Emma 
Roberts was 1-for-2 with a 
double. Karliegh Ellis was 
1-for-2. Abby Clover was 
1-for-3.

Vicente and Kylie Hale 
combined to pitch a 5-hitter 
in the win.

Vicente pitched 2 in-
nings and allowed 3 hits 
to go with a strikeout and 
no  walks. Hale pitched 2 
innings and allowed 2 hits 
to go with 2 strikeouts and 
a walk.

Cobden, 1-0, is sched-
uled to  play at home Friday 
against Elverado. 

New Dongola softball coach
ready to begin first season

Only nine players are 
on the roster as Hannah 
Thomas begins her first 
season as head coach of 
the Dongola High School 
softball team.

Thomas is not discour-
aged about the low num-
bers, though.

“I ’m exc i ted  about 
the season,” Harris said. 
“There’s quite a lot of raw 
talent on the team.”

The two seniors on the 
team are third baseman/
pitcher Melanie Altamira-
no and shortstop Brooklyn 
Hogue.

The lone junior is center 

High school
spring sports
season opens

The high school spring 
sports season was sched-
uled to get underway this 
week.

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
baseball team plays Thurs-
day, today, at home against 
Carbondale.

The A-J softball team 
plays Thursday, today, at 
Johnston City.

T h e  C o b d e n  H i g h 
School baseball and soft-
ball teams both play at 
home Friday against El-
verado.

The  Shawnee  High 
School baseball team plays 
Friday, March 25, at El-
verado.

Shawnee’s softball team 
plays Monday, March 21, 
at Dongola.

Dongola High School's 
softball team plays this 
weekend in the Elverado 
Tournament.

The A-J girls’ track team 
opens its season Monday, 
March 28, at Carterville.

The A-J boys’ track team 
opens its season Saturday, 
April 2, at Benton.

Conference champions 
The Lick Creek School Lady Eagles volleyball team took first place at the 

2022 conference championships. The conference tournament was played 
Saturday, March 12, at Dongola. Lick Creek was scheduled to play Cobden 
in the first round of the SIJHSAA regional tournament on Tuesday, March 15, 
with the winner facing tournament host Jonesboro on Friday. Photo provided. 

with a double and 2 RBIs. 
Omar Martinez was 1-for-2 
with an RBI. 

Amon Ingold was 1-for-
2. Jace Wyatt was 1-for-3 
with a triple and 2 RBIs. 
John Fuhrhop was 1-for-3 
with 2 RBIs.

Reynolds, Franklin and 
Roberts combined to pitch 
a no-hitter for Cobden. 

Reynolds pitched an in-
ning and allowed a walk to 
go with a strikeout. Frank-
lin pitched an inning and 
didn’t allow a walk to go 
with 3  strikeouts. Roberts 
pitched an inning and al-
lowed a walk to go with 3 
strikeouts.

Cobden, 1-0, is sched-
uled to play Friday at El-
verado. 

A-J softball
opens with
road win

Payton Seip was 3-for-3 
at the plate to lead the An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School softball team 
to a 21-0 season-opening 
win over host  Egyptian 
Monday, March 14.

Carmin Smith was 3-for-
4 for the Lady Wildcats. 
Avery Osman was 2-for-3. 
Jadeyn Biggerstaff and Hal-
lie Plott were each 2-for-4. 

S c o t t i  M u r r a y  a n d 
Brooke Carmack were 
both 1-for-1. Jenna Sadler 
was 1-for-2. Ariana Turner 
and Shea Thorn were each 
1-for-3.

Sadler, Chesney Marks 
and Abigail Dahmer com-
bined to pitch a 1-hitter.

Sadler pitched 2 innings 
and didn’t allow a hit to 
go with a strikeout. Marks 
pitched 2 innings and didn’t 
allow a hit to go with 3 
strikeouts. Dahmer pitched 
an inning and allowed a hit 
to go with 2 strikeouts.

A-J, 1-0, is scheduled 
to play Thursday, today, at 
Johnston City.fielder Hailey Wright.

Sophomores are first 
baseman Pat Thomas and 
catcher Payton Hilliard.

Freshmen are pitcher 
Natalie Aldrich, second 
baseman Kara Aden, right 
fielder Mia DeHarpart 
and left fielder Kinley 
Lingle.

The Lady Demons are 
scheduled to play Saturday, 
March 19, in the Elverado 
Tournament.

Dongola was scheduled 
to open its season earlier 
this week against Pope 
County.

Hikes, wildflower walks,
landscaping, morel mushroom
programs planned at Giant City

Hikes, a landscape pro-
gram, a presentation about 
morel mushrooms and 
spring wildflower walks 
are planned at Giant City 
State Park near Makanda.

The events are free and 
open to the public. Regis-
tration is required and can 
be made by calling 618-
457-4836.

Visitors to the park are 
required to observe current 
guidance from the CDC 
and the Illinois Department 
of Public Health regarding 
face coverings and social 
distancing.

Full Moon Hike
Interpretive guide Steve 

Gariepy plans to lead a 
moonlight hike on Friday, 
March 18.

The hike, which will be 
three-quarters of a mile 
long, is scheduled from 7 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The hike 
will be dependent on the 
weather.

Birding Hikes
Birding hikes are planned 

March 26 and March 30. 
Both hikes are scheduled 
from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 
a.m.

Both hikes are scheduled 
to be led by park volunteer 
and Southern Illinois Audu-
bon Society member Vicki 
Lang-Mendenhall.

The hike on March 26 
will be on the Indian Creek 
Natural Trail, which is 
three-quarters of a mile 
long.

The hike on March 30 
will be on the Post Oak 
Trail, which is one-third of 
a mile long.

Landscape Program
A program about how to 

evaluate the natural quality 
of a landscape is planned 
Sunday, March 27. The 
program is scheduled from 
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Botanist Chris Benda 
will discuss how to use 
floristic quality analysis, 
FQA.

Knowing the vegetation 
present on property can 
guide management and land 
practices.

Benda plans to explain 

the use of FQA to inter-
pret landscape. Discussion 
about the coefficient of 
conservatism values and 
natural quality indicators 
also is planned.

Morel Mushroom Pro-
gram

A morel mushroom pro-
gram is planned Saturday, 
April 2. The program is 
scheduled from 2 p.m. to 
3 p.m.

Gretchen Steele, a park 
volunteer, photographer 
and local natural enthusi-
ast, plans to offer tips on 
how to find morel mush-
rooms.

Spring Wildf lower 
Walks

Spring wildflower walks 
are planned Saturday, April 
2, Saturday, April 9, and 
Friday, April 15.

Each walk is scheduled 
from 10 a.m. until noon 
and will be led by the park 
interpreter.

The walks will be along 
the Trillium Trail at the 
park. 

River-to-River
Trail society
plans hike

The River-to-River Trail 
Society plans to offer a 
guided hike on Saturday, 
March 19, in the Thacker 
Hollow area near Junction. 
The hike is free and open to 
the public. 

The trail society said this 
will be a hike about 5 1/2 
miles long which will last 
about four hours. The hike 
is intended for people who 
are in good health who have 
done some hiking. 

The trail society advised 
that hiking sticks and boots 
or sturdy shoes are strongly 
recommended. Hikers are 
asked to bring their own 
water and a snack. Hikers 
are asked to not bring dogs.

Those who want to go on 
the hike are asked to meet 
at 10 a.m. at the pole barn 
located a quarter mile east 
of Double M Campground. 
Hikers are asked to not park 
on the grass.

Double M Campground 
is located at 5320 Thacker 
Hollow Rd., about a mile 
west of Route 1. For more 
information or directions, 
call 618-384-1321.

IDNR reports 290 bobcats
harvested by hunters, trappers

The Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es, IDNR, reports that the 
state’s 2021-2022 bobcat 
season concluded Feb. 15 
with 290 bobcats harvested 
by hunters and trappers. 

A total of 174 (56 per-
cent) of bobcats were taken 
by hunting, while trapping 
accounted for 116 (37 per-
cent) of the harvest. Twen-
ty-three (7 percent) were 
salvaged by permit holders 
from circumstances such as 
road kill. 

Hunters and trappers in 
Jefferson County reported 
17 bobcats, which was the 
most for any county in the 
state for the season. 

IDNR reported there 
were more than 6,000 bob-
cat lottery applicants in 
2021, and 1,000 permits 
were issued for the season. 

The bobcat harvest from 
the 2020-2021 season was 
339, with 22 salvaged. 

IDNR voiced appreci-
ation for the support of 
hunters, trappers and the 
department’s staff who col-
lected jaws for the bobcat 
research project at South-
ern Illinois University  
Carbondale. 

IDNR continues to moni-
tor the status of bobcats and 
will evaluate the program as 
new data become available 
from ongoing research. 

Hunter safety
education
course set

An Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, IDNR, 
hunter safety education 
course is planned Friday 
and Saturday, March 18-
19, at the First Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church’s Main 
Street Center in Anna.

The center is located along 
South Main Street in Anna.

Hours for the course are 
scheduled from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on March 18 and from 
7 a.m. to 1 p.m. on March 
19. Students must attend 
both classes.

The course is being spon-
sored by Anna-Jonesboro 
National Bank.

A 1996 state law requires 
all hunters born on or after 
Jan. 1, 1980, to successfully 
complete a hunter educa-
tion course before they can 
receive their first hunting 
license.

Those who complete the 
course will receive a hunter 
education certification card. 

More information about 
the course is available by 
contacting the coordinating 
instructor at 618-697-0286.

Three wild geese in Illinois 
test positive for avian flu

The Illinois Department 
of Agriculture, IDOA, in 
conjunction with the Illi-
nois Department of Natural 
Resources, IDNR, received 
notice from USDA Wildlife 
Services of the first con-
firmed highly pathogenic 
Eurasian H5 Avian Influen-
za (avian flu) in a wild bird 
in Illinois for 2022.  

Three Canada geese, 
located in Will County 
were submitted for sam-
pling on March 2.  

The findings were con-
firmed by the USDA An-
imal and Plant Health In-
spection Services at the Na-
tional Veterinary Services 
Laboratory on March 10. 

Wild bird detections have 
been occurring throughout 
early 2022 and many states 
have also experienced de-
tections in domestic poultry 
recently.  

While Illinois had not 
seen any avian flu in back-
yard or commercial poultry 
within the state as of March 
11, this finding demon-

strates that the virus is pres-
ent and may be circulating 
within the wild bird popu-
lation in the state.

Anyone that owns birds 
or is involved with poultry 
production, whether on a 
small or commercial level, 
should be aware of this find-
ing and take precautions 
to protect their flock, state 
officials said.

State officials advised 
that producers and owners 
should review their bios-
ecurity plans and prevent 
contact with wild birds and 
their droppings.  

IDOA also strongly en-
courages all producers to 
keep birds indoors when 
possible. 

Flock owners, managers 
or veterinarians are advised 
to report any unusual find-
ings in domestic poultry, 
such as an increase in mor-
tality, a decrease in water 
consumption, a decrease 
in egg production or re-
spiratory signs, including 
coughing and sneezing, 
immediately to the IDOA at 
217-782-4944 or the USDA 
at 866-536-7593. 

Goose hunters or others 
who may encounter sick or 
deceased wild birds also are 
advised to take measures 
to protect themselves, their 
poultry and pets. 

State officials said that 
if people encounter five or 
more deceased wild water-
fowl, waterbirds or raptors 
in one location, they should 
contact a local IDNR dis-
trict wildlife biologist or 
USDA Wildlife Services at 
1-866-487-3297. 

More information about 
avian flu, including links 
to the USDA’s websites 
and biosecurity tips can be 
found by visiting IDOA’s 
website at Alerts and Im-
portant Animal Health In-
formation - Animal Health 
and Welfare (illinois.gov). 
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201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

Union County

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING

CALL FOR WINTER SPECIALS!
618-351-1881

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards

Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

We ca
re about your total body health and wellness.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.
618-833-2179

ozbournchiropractic.com

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ALTO PASS

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.
PASTOR - DON COX

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

News from

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro
On Sunday, March 13, in 

the morning service, Pastor 
Perry Williams spoke about 
the purpose of the church, 
which he said “is to reach the 
world with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” Scripture was from 1 
Timothy.

The message shared that 
“in light of the current state 
of the world, it is more im-
portant than ever that the 
church reach the lost. Before 
Christ’s return to heaven after 
the crucifixion, He instructed 
us to go and tell.”

The service was sent via 
transmitter for worshippers 
who stayed in their cars on 
the church’s lower parking lot 
while tuned in to their radios 
on station 87.9 FM. 

The service also was live 
streamed on Facebook, where 
it can be viewed.

The church’s Facebook 
page, Jonesboro FBC, has 

videos and the latest informa-
tion about possible closings.

Music director Dee Rose 
led worship. Debbie York 
was the pianist and brought 
the special music, a perfor-
mance of “Worthy is the 
Lamb.”

Birthdays: Richard Tucker, 
March 15.

Anniversary: Rob and Su-
zie Wright, March 19, 17 
years. 

The regular schedule for 
worship at Jonesboro First 
Baptist Church includes Sun-
day School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and Sun-
day evening worship at 6 p.m. 

The Dig-In Children’s pro-
gram and a youth group meet-
ing are scheduled from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Wednesdays.

Prayer and Bible study are 
scheduled at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 

Purim
Festival
set at church

The First Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in 
Anna is planning to host 
a Purim Festival for ele-
mentary age children on 
Saturday, March 26, from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The church is located at 
315 South St. in Anna.

Purim is a Jewish fes-
tival of celebration com-
memorating the liberation 
of the Jewish people. 

Children who attend the 
festival will learn how a 
beauty queen became a 
national hero. 

The festival is scheduled 
to feature an interactive 
telling of the Biblical story 
of Esther, as well as games, 
prizes, crafts, face paint-
ing and a special lunch. 

Young people can come 
dressed as kings, queens 
or villains. 

There is no cost for ad-
mission, but preregistra-
tion is necessary to be 
sure adequate supplies are 
on hand.

To preregister, or for 
more information, call the 
church office at 833-5225 
to reserve a spot for a child. 

Children are asked to 
bring a can of food to sup-
port the local food pantry.

Fish dinners
to be served at
Cobden church

Lenten season fish dinners 
once again are planned on 
Fridays at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Cobden. 

Fish dinners will be served 
March 18, March 25, April 1 
and April 8.

Serving will be from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. each Friday in the par-
ish hall on the church grounds. 
The church is located at 101 
Centennial St. in Cobden.

Costs for a meal will be $12 
for adults and $6 for children 
ages 5-12. Children 4 and 
under will eat free. Carry outs 
will be available.

Organizers note that due to 
rising costs, dinners will not 
be all you can eat, but one trip 
through the food line. 

Fish fries
planned at
Vienna church

St. Paul Catholic Church in 
Vienna plans to serve fish fries 
on March 18 and April 1.

Serving is planned from 4:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. each day in the 
church’s parish hall, which is 
located at 2020 State Highway 
146E.

The menu will include fresh 
local lake catfish, Tater Tots, 
cole slaw, hush puppies, desserts 
and drinks.

Costs will be $10 for adults 
and $5 for children (children 
under 3 are free).

Grilled cheese with Tater Tots 
also will be available for $4.

The church encourages that 
reservations be made for both 
carry out and dine in meals.

Reservations can be made the 
evening before each fish fry (on 
Thursday) by calling 217-714-
4568 or 618-697-1694.

Proceeds will be shared 

between the Vienna Baptist 
Church food pantry, the Heather 
Treat Memorial and the Bless-
ings in a Backpack program.

Cobden Women’s
Club meeting set

The Cobden Women’s 
Club plans to meet Thurs-
day, today.

The meeting will be at 
1 p.m. in the Family Life 
Center at the First Baptist 
Church in Cobden. 

Those who may be in-
terested in joining the club 
are invited to attend the 
meeting.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email me 
at marthaannwebb@gmail.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Trip
Jerome and Tasha Faire 

enjoyed a trip to Carmen, 
Mexico.

Birthday Celebration 
D. J. Philips was honored 

on his birthday March 12 
with an Oscar themed birth-
day party.

Anna First Baptist 
Church

In lieu of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union’s annual 
Annie Armstrong Tea, la-
dies at the Sunday service 
received tea bags enclosed 
in little pretty pouches, 
handcrafted by Evelyn 
Gillespie, and were asked 
to collectively brew a cup 
of tea at 2 p.m. that day 

Congratulations to Lisa Lowe on her 15th 
anniversary March 17 St. Patrick’s Day of opening 
her florist  shop Enchanted Garden in Anna. Lisa’s 
florist shop  is located on East Davie Street.  Lisa’s 
first florist shop was on South Main Street and she 
recalls when she had her grand opening  15 years 
ago it started snowing.

GFWC Illinois Anna-Jonesboro Women’s Club toured Rise Performance 
March 7 and had a short meeting. Left to right: Lillian Milam, Marie Samuel, 
Jane Bauer, Deb Rossberg, Martha Ann Webb and guest Jean Few.

Special thanks to Dawson Montfort and Noah 
Prater for giving a tour of Rise Performance 
Monday, March 7, to GFWC Illinois Anna-Jonesboro 
Women’s Club. The ladies were very impressed with 
all the benefits for seniors and all ages.

Annabelle Festival Committee met at the Anna Arts Center: Committee 
members are Martha Ann Webb, Dori Bigler, Lee Hackney, Tanya Loveless, 
Debbie McKibben and Tracey Smith photographer.

Terrie Rhymer hosted an Angi Adorable Paint Party Sunday March 13. Also 
pictured are Bridgett and Emmy Murrie from Vienna showing off their craft. 
Fourteen in all attended.

Nathan and Ashley 
Guined celebrated their 
wedding anniversary 
March 7.

Jack and Wilma Roach celebrated their 84th and 
85th birthdays.

It was a happy 85th birthday for former Anna 
resident Jane Boyd Gimbel on March 9. Helping 
her celebrate in Jacksonville, Fla., were Collin (her 
brother) and Alice Boyd, and Barbara (her sister) 
and Norm (the photographer) Bauer, all from Anna. 
Jane sends regards to all her old A-J Class of 1954 
friends.

Nick and Kaylee Woodard from Bowling Green, Ky., entertained the Upward 
cheer and basketball players and families Saturday evening, March 12, at the 
Anna Heights Baptist Church  Upward Celebration. They performed many rope 
jumping skills and tricks. They call themselves Learnin The Ropes. They also 
showed their skills this past week at the Jonesboro Grade School.

and pray together for North 
American missionaries. 

Annie Armstrong was 
a lay Southern Baptist de-
nominational leader who 
was instrumental in the 
founding of the Woman’s 
Missionary Union, WMU. 

Also, the church library 
is continually getting in 
new books on every sub-
ject, as well as Christian 
based novels. The library 
is said to be the largest in 
Southern Illinois. 

Sunday services at Anna 
First Baptist are at 10:15 
a.m. at 307 Morgan St. or 
on YouTube at Anna First 
Live Feed. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 

Church, Anna
Sunday was the second 

Sunday of Lent. Lenten 
candle litany was by Nancy 
Hooks. The opening hymn 
was Lord of the Dance.

Prayers were said for 
the family of Cathy Elkins 
Freeman who went to be 
with our Lord Saturday 
Cathy was retired from 
public aid and then worked 
part time at Jonesboro City 
Hall. She was a wonderful 
sweet person and friend to 
many. She will be missed. 

Prayers were said for 
all others who have lost 
loved ones and those who 
are sick. 

Special music was Open 
the Eyes of My Heart by 
the choir. 

Rev. Tim Gossett told 
the children to always trust 
in God to show us the right 
way. 

Rev. Tim’s sermon was 
Staying the Course, with 
scripture from Luke. All 
visitors were welcomed. 

There was an after church 
fellowship in the Family 
Life Center. 

Tuesday was Loaves and 
Fishes. Wednesday men’s 
Bible study meets at 7 a.m. 
and women’s Bible study 
meets at 1 p.m. Choir re-
hearsal for Easter and Palm 
Sunday Wednesday at 6 
p.m. 

Next Sunday evening a 
meal will be prepared and 
served at the Wesley Foun-
dation at SIU Carbondale. 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Proclamation

Becky Pearce is the 
director of Juvenile Pro-
grams-Redeploy Illinois.  
She has announced March 
31 at 9 a.m. will be the 
proclamation reading at 
Union County Courthouse. 

April is the 12th annual 
Union County Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. 

Everyone is invited to 
stop by for this short event 
to kick off April Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. 
Wear your blue.

Decorating Light Poles, 
Trees

If you would like to dec-
orate a light pole or tree 
blue for April in our Anna 
City Park for Child Abuse 
Prevention Month please 
let them at Anna City Hall 
know so you can be as-
signed a place. There is no 
charge for this. 

Street lights on Anna 
City Streets will be turned 
blue. Pray that all abuse 
will stop. 

Women’s Club
The GFWC Illinois An-

na-Jonesboro Women’s 
Club met at Rise Perfor-
mance 618 for a tour and 
short meeting. 

A special thanks to Daw-
son Montfort and Noah 
Prater for giving us a tour 
and telling the benefits 
they have to offer, exercise 
machines, tanning booths, a 
place to buy health shakes, 
chiropractor, therapist and 
much more. 

Congratulations to Rise 
Performance 618 for being 
awarded business of the 
year at the chamber of com-
merce gala.

The club’s meeting was 
called to order by president 
Jane Bauer asking everyone 
to  stand and say the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the flag of 
the United States of Amer-
ica and the Club Collect. 

The program was on 
health and wellness. Marie 
Samuel gave the devo-
tion and read a poem she 
had written honoring our 
country. Debbie Rossberg 
gave the treasurer’s report 
and minutes for the last 
meeting. 

The club voted to give 
a donation to A-JCHS for 
Safe Celebration. 

The GFWC District 25 
convention will be March 
30 at First Baptist Church 
in Herrin starting at 9 a.m. 

March is Women’s His-
tory Month. Jane Bauer 
read several articles about 
very important women in 

history. 
The next meeting’s pro-

gram will be on education 
and the club will meet at 
United Methodist Church 
in Anna Fellowship Hall 
Monday, April 4, at 1:30 
p.m. Everyone is welcome 
to come visit. The club is 
always looking for and 
welcomes new members. 

Happy Birthday Har-
old

I received a phone call 
from Norma Raider  Eaves 
from Madison, and for-
merly of Anna, who was 
trying to contact her friends 
Harold and Wanda Hubbs 
to wish Harold a happy 
birthday Feb. 25. 

Norma visited with the 
Hubbs last October when 
she rode down with her 
son Michael Eaves from 
Granite City who came to  
referee the first A-J football 
game of the season. 

Norma said Michael was 
impressed with our city 
since it has been a while 
since he has been here. He 
said the Anna City Park 

looked beautiful and the 
golf course was nice where 
he and friends played a 
game of golf before the 
football game that night. 

They also enjoyed eat-
ing at his favorite place 
growing up Dixie BBQ in 
Jonesboro. 

Wanda grew up on War-
ren Street in Anna and her 
dad Elmer Raider was the 
janitor at Anna Junior High 
School. 

Norma said my dad 
Claude A. Davis principal 
and 5th grade teacher at 
Lincoln School taught her 
at home the year she had 
rheumatic fever and missed 
a whole school year. 

She said she still has oth-
er friends in Anna. Shirley 
West who goes to church at 
United Methodist Church 
Anna where Norma went 
when she was growing up 
and friend Barbara Bauer.  

Norma said she was 86. It 
was good talking to Norma. 

Camp Ground Cem-
etery

Great news: Bill Smith 
is very interested in Honor 
Wreaths for Veterans. He 
said there were 31 veterans 
buried at Camp Ground. 

If you would like to pur-
chase a Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans for Camp Ground 
Cemetery they are $15. 
They will need a lot of do-
nations to do this because 
Bill said a lot of the families 
have no one left to buy for 
them. Some go back to the 
Civil War. 

You can give Bill a check 
for Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans or mail to me at 118 
W. Monroe St., Anna, Ill. 
62906. Please put who your 
check is in memory of and 
if you know what branch of 
service they were in or if it 
is a donation for a veteran 
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who has no one to buy for 
them. If you would like to 
lay your wreath or would 
like to help Bill lay them 
please contact him.

Bill said he was saved 
and has been a member of 
Camp Ground Church since 
1955 and is very interested 
in the care for the cemetery 
and the veterans buried 
there. 

A big thanks to Bill for 
making white crosses for 
every veterans grave buried 
there and painting them 
every two years so they 
stay nice. Bill also puts an 
American flag on each vet-
eran’s grave to honor them 
at the different holidays and 
at other cemeteries. 

Bill sent me an article 
about coins left on veter-
ans monuments. Leaving a 
penny means you paid your 
respect. A nickel means you 
and the deceased soldier 
trained at boot camp to-
gether. A dime means you 
served with the soldier. A 
quarter is very significant 
because it means that you 
were there when that soldier 
was killed. I did not know 
this and really appreciated 
receiving this. 

Bill was married to Janice 
Emery. She was a wonder-
ful person and I remember 
how she always had a smile 
every time I saw her. Bill 

said she has been gone now 
five years. She is missed 
very much. 

American Legion
The American Legion 

and Auxiliary will meet in 
the back room of the VFW 
March 29 at 6 p.m. 

Special guest speaker will 
be Maj. Gen. James Bonner, 
son-in-law of Homer and 
Janet Hawk. Everyone is 
invited to attend. 

The American Legion 
is always looking for new 
members. If you are a wom-
an and served our country 
you can also join the Amer-
ican Legion. 

The American Legion 
Auxiliary is for family 
members of the service men 
and women. Both groups 
work together to honor God 
and our country. 

Birthday
Phil Ray will celebrate 

his birthday March 30. A 
special thanks to Phil for do-
ing our ceremony for Honor 
Wreaths for Veterans that 
is each December. Phil is a 
Vietnam veteran. Thanks to 
him for serving our country. 

51st Wedding Anniver-
sary

Philip and Sharon Dil-
low will celebrate their 
51st wedding anniversary 
March 27. 

Millie and Mavis
It was so good to hear 

the French bull dogs of 
Amanda Carter had been 
found and are home safe. 
Amanda really appreciated 
everyone who helped to 
look for them. 

Our pets are our family 
also. They decided to go 
on an overnight adventure 
that scared their family 
very much. Praise God they 
were not hit by a car or hurt 
because they left Anna and 
were on old Highway 51 
South headed to Dongola. 

I remember how for sev-
en days we hunted day and 
night for Brownie Earl’s 
dog before she came home. 
Not sure where she was or 
how she got back home but 
it was a wonderful reunion. 

Anna VFW
Peggy Jerrell with her 

Star Karaoke St. Patrick’s 
Day karaoke party will be 
at the VFW Friday night, 
March 18, from 6 p.m. to 
10 p.m. 

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church 

Birthdays: 16th Pete 
Barger, Piper Houseman, 
Joyce Poole, 19th Diadra 
McEnelly, 22nd Terrie 
Rhymer, 23rd Russell Hi-
leman, 24th Willie Rhymer.

Anniversary: 20th Phil 
and Connie Goodman .

March 6 attendance: 8 
a.m. worship 71. 10:30 a.m. 
worship 122. Small group 

Local resident’s cousin has first novel published
By Martha Ann Webb
Norma “Lee” Hackney’s 

cousin, Anne Brooker 
James, 90, had her first 
novel, “The Marsh Bird,” 
published last fall. 

Lee shared: “In January, 
I visited Anne and other 
cousins in Bradenton, Fla., 
to celebrate Anne’s book, 
‘The Marsh Bird.’  

“I read the book in two 
days. It was a wonder-
ful read filled with sus-
pense and mystery! I liked 
the book very much, so I 
bought 10 copies to give 
away for Christmas gifts.  
The best part of that was 
several friends bought cop-
ies to give to their friends.”

 A quick synopsis of the 
book: Set in the American 
south, “The Marsh Bird” 
is the compelling coming 
of age story of a young, 
orphaned, multiracial girl 
from Louisiana and a white 
teen abandoned as an infant 
and raised by a local white 
fisherman, both embraced 

by the residents of a rural, 
Gullah Geechee sea island 
community. 

Set among descendants 
of those once enslaved in 
the lush marshes of the 
Low country coast of South 
Carolina and Georgia, “The 
Marsh Bird” is an engaging 
love story, as well as a tale 
of survival. 

Lee said “Anne is start-
ing to get a lot of positive 
critiques.” 

One critique from Wis-
consin Bookwatch: “Deftly 
crafted, thought-provoking, 
and a thoroughly engaging 
read from cover to cover, 
‘The Marsh Bird’ showcas-
es the literary storytelling 
talents of Anne Brooker 
James – all the more im-
pressive when considering 
that this is her debut as a 
novelist. ‘The Marsh Bird’ 
will prove to be an imme-
diate and enduringly wel-
come addition to commu-
nity library contemporary 
literary fiction collections.”

Author
Norma “Lee” Hack-

ney ’s  cous in  Anne 
Brooker James has had 
her novel, titled “The 
Marsh Bird,” published.

Lee Hackney is proud to 
sell her cousin’s book at the 
Here & Now Shop at 319 
S. Main St. in downtown 
Anna. The paperback is $20 
plus taxes.

Bible study 196. 6 p.m. 
service 33

Walk Thru the Old Tes-
tament Bible event starts 
April 24.

Momma Lou’s Crafters 
starts Thursday, March 31, 

at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel. 
This month’s project is 
carrots.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
began a new Sermon Series: 
Questions and Answers. 
This week: Can a Christian 

lose his/her salvation by 
not being faithful to follow 
Jesus?

This month’s altar flower 
arrangement was placed by 
Lydia Williams in honor of 
her mother.

Television Listings
THURSDAY MARCH 17, 2022

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams 2022 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “First
Round” (Live)

Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Wres -
tling “NCAA
Cham pi on ships”
from Lit tle
Caesars Arena
in De troit

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (5:55) Win ning “Va nilla Sky”
(‘01) (R)

“Per di tion”

:30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City “Pulp Fic tion”
(‘94) A day in
the crimes of
Los An geles.7 PM Sta tion 19 (HD) MasterChef Ju -

nior
The Black list
(HD)

Bang (HD) “Cap tain Amer -
ica: Civil War”
(‘16, Ac tion)
Aveng ers di -
vided. (HD)

Big City Win ning Time “Broth ers by
Blood” (‘21)
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

Call Me Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Jessie “Day the Earth
Stood Still”
(‘08):30 2022 NCAA

Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “First
Round” (Live)

Wel come to Bang (HD) Jessie (:32) aa “The
Snow man” (‘17) 
Snow fall killer.9 PM Big Sky “A Good

Boy”
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or ga nized Crime
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City Super Pumped
“War”:30 SportsCenter

(HD)
Bang (HD) Big City (:45) The Gilded

Age10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Last O.G. aaaa “Cap -
tain Amer ica:
Civil War” (‘16)
(HD)

Mi rac u lous TBA (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous Game aa “Fun Size”
Babysitting mis -
hap.

Bil lions “The Big
Ugly”11 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Young Mi rac u lous (:10) “Ant lers”

(‘21):30 Night line Late Show Late Night Fron tal Mi rac u lous TBA (HD)

FRIDAY MARCH 18, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams 2022 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “First
Round” (Live)

(5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

(:03) “Movie” Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Jessie (:20) “West Side 
Story” (‘21) Ri -
val street gangs
fight for con trol.

“Uni ver sal Sol -
dier”

“Whis key
Tango Fox trot”
Un likely re -
porter.

:30 Ra ven

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

Home Sweet
Home

Col lege Wres -
tling “NCAA
Cham pi on ships”
(Live)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Ra ven aaac “Res -
er voir Dogs”
(‘92) (HD):30 Hobbie

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news.

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Hobbie “Vi o let” (‘21)
Fear-based
choices.:30 2022 NCAA

Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “First
Round” (Live)

Jessie (:40) “No to ri -
ous” (‘09,
Drama) Life of
B.I.G.9 PM Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
“Movie” Chi cago Fire

(HD)
Jessie Real Time Maher

(HD):30 Ra ven Super Pumped
“War”10 PM Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Ra ven Paint ing

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) To night
(HD)

Hobbie Real Time Maher
(HD)

“Col lat eral”
Hitman’s hos -
tage. (R)

(:35) “Boo gie
Nights” (‘97)
(HD)11 PM Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
B/R Gam ing
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Hobbie

:30 Night line Late Show Lo cal Late Night Jessie Paint ing

THURSDAY
8:00pm

HBO The Day the Earth Stood Still aac
(2008, Sci ence Fic tion) Keanu Reeves,
Jennifer Connelly. An alien and his ro bot land
and set out to de liver a warn ing to man kind,
but when the alien is seized by the mil i tary he
threat ens to de stroy civ i li za tion. PG-13 (HD)

8:30pm
FOX Wel come to Flatch “Pi lot” A doc u men -
tary crew ar rives at the mid west ern town of
Flatch just in time for the an nual Scare crow
Fes ti val, where two cous ins com pete against
one an other. (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

USA Chi cago Fire “Pur ga tory” Chief An der -
son takes out his frus tra tions with Chief Boden 
by re as sign ing the mem bers of House 51 to
other lo ca tion across the city. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
SHOW Vi o let aac (2021, Drama) Olivia
Munn, Luke Bracey. A film ex ec u tive re al izes
that she has spent years mak ing de ci sions
based on fear, so she be comes de ter mined to
trust her in stincts and be come her true self. R
(HD)

7:00pm
NBC La Brea A mas sive sink hole in Los An -
geles swal lows hun dreds of peo ple and build -
ings into its depths, and those be low find
them selves in a dan ger ous, pri me val land.

7:50pm
DISN The Ghost and Molly McGee “In no -
cent Un til Proven Ghostly; Twin Trou ble” Af ter
Scratch is ac cused of a crime, Molly works to
prove that he’s in no cent; Dad’s twin sib lings
come to visit and he has trou ble stay ing true to 
himself.

SATURDAYSATURDAY MARCH 19, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal NCAA Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Wres -
tling “NCAA
Cham pi on ships”
(Live)

(4:45) “Movie” (2:30) IMSA
WeatherTech
Sports Car
Cham pi on ship
“12 Hours of
Sebring” (Live)

The Ghost “The King’s
Man” (R)

“Freaky” Body
swap.

“The Green
Knight” Head -
strong nephew.
(R)

:30 Lo cal 2022 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Sec ond 
Round”

The Ghost

7 PM NHL Hockey
New York Rang -
ers at Tampa
Bay Light ning
(Live)

9-1-1 (HD) La Brea “Movie” Big City “The Many
Saints of New -
ark” (‘21, Crime)

“Cloverfield”
(‘08) Mon ster at -
tack.:30 The Ghost

8 PM The Clean ing
Lady

Date line NBC The Ghost (:10) Super Pump
(HD):30 Amphibia “The Ru ins” A

haunted tem ple.9 PM To Be An -
nounced

Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Top Rank Box -
ing (Live)

Christ mas (HD) Amphibia (:05) Win ning (:05) Super Pump
(HD):30 Chi cago P.D.

(HD)
Amphibia

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

I Can See Your
Voice

Lo cal Christ mas (HD) Owl House (:10) Win ning
Time

aa “Setup”
(‘11) Friend’s
be trayal.

Super Pumped
“War”:30 Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Owl House

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Go-Big Show Mi rac u lous “Night mare Al -
ley”

“Old Henry”
(‘21):30 Chi cago PD Mi rac u lous “Dragon”

THURSDAY

MONDAY MARCH 21, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams 2022 NCAA
Women’s “Sec -
ond Round”
(Live)

Bang (HD) Chi cago Fire
(HD)

The Ghost aaac “Free
Guy” (‘21) Guy
in a video game.

(5:17) “Seek ing”
(‘12)

(5:15) “The Vow”
(‘12):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) The Ghost

7 PM Amer i can Idol
“505 (Au di tions)”
(HD)

Neigh bor. 9-1-1 (HD) Amer i can Song
Con test (HD)

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

Amphibia “Child 44" So -
viet po lice look
for child killer.

Super Pump
“Boober”:30 Bob Hearts Bang (HD) Amphibia

8 PM NCIS “The
Wake”

9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

2022 NCAA
Women’s “Sec -
ond Round”
(Live)

Bang (HD) Bizaard The Gilded Age “Vi o let” (‘21)
Fear-based
choices.:30 Bang (HD) Bizaard

9 PM The Good Doc -
tor

NCIS: Hawai’i
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The End game
(HD)

Dad (HD) Big City My Bril liant
Friend

(:19) “Ma chine
Gun Preacher”
(‘11) Pro tect ing
chil dren.

:30 Close Big City Super Pump
“Boober”10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
(:59) Dad Temp ta tion Is -

land
Mi rac u lous (:02) The Gilded

Age:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Dad (HD) Mi rac u lous Bil lions
“Hindenburg”11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Bur gers Law & Or der:

SVU
Mi rac u lous My Bril liant

Friend:30 Night line Corden Late Night Bur gers Mi rac u lous “40 Vir gin” The Cir cus

TUESDAY MARCH 22, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2022 NIT Bas -
ket ball Tourn
“Quarterfinal”

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (5:50) The Gilded
Age

“Trans form ers”
(‘07)

“Serpico” (‘73)
Al Pacino. Po -
lice cor rup tion.:30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Judge Steve
Harvey

FBI “Scar Tis -
sue”

iHeartRadio Mu -
sic Awards 2022 
(HD)

Young Rock Bang (HD) WWE NXT “NXT 
662" (HD)

Big City “The Many
Saints of New -
ark” (‘21, Crime)

aa “Fun Size”
Babysitting mis -
hap.:30 Mr. Mayor Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM El e men tary FBI: In ter na -
tional

This Is Us “The
Hill”

2022 NIT Bas -
ket ball Tourn
“Quarterfinal”

Bang (HD) Bizaard “Amer i can In -
sur rec tion”
Tracked mi nor i -
ties.

:30 black-ish Bang (HD) Bizaard (:28) “Amer i can 
Psy cho” (‘00)
(R)9 PM To Tell the Truth

(HD)
FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Thing About
Pam

Bang (HD) (:08) Amer ica’s
Got Tal ent: Mas -
sive stunts.

Big City Real Sports
(HD):30 Last O.G. Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. Mi rac u lous Win ning Time (:10) “Res er voir 
Dogs” (‘92)
(HD)

“Main stream”
Internet star -
dom.:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Law & Or der:
SVU

Mi rac u lous Game

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Mi rac u lous “Hellboy” “Wres tler” Bil lions

WEDNESDAY MARCH 23, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (Live) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Win ning “Col lat eral” (‘04)
(HD)

(5:00) “Whis key”
(‘16):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Brook lyn Nets at 
Mem phis Griz -
zlies (Live)

Bang (HD) Big City Game

7 PM Goldbergs Sur vi vor (HD) The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City aac “F9"
(‘21) Dom and
the team fight
Dom’s brother.
(HD)

“Robin Hood”
(‘18, Ac tion) Re -
bel lion. (HD)

aaac
“Minari” (‘21,
Drama) Fam ily
moves. (HD)

:30 The Won der Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM Conners Be yond the
Edge

(:01) Dom ino
Mas ters

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Bizaard

:30 Eco nom ics Bang (HD) Bizaard

9 PM A Mil lion Lit tle
Things

Good Sam (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Phil a del phia vs
Los An geles
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Temp ta tion Is -
land

Big City (:58) “Snitch”
(‘13, Ac tion) Un -
der cover fa ther.

“The Fare well”
A Chi nese fam -
ily.:30 Fron tal Big City The Gilded Age

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fron tal (:01) The Court -
ship

Mi rac u lous

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous (:35) “The
French Dis -
patch” (‘21)

“Midsommar”
Amer i can cou -
ple.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Young Law & Or der:

SVU
Mi rac u lous “The Snow man”

(‘17):30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Young Mi rac u lous

SUNDAY
7:30pm

FOX The Great North “You’ve Got Math Ad -
ven ture” While help ing Moon with his school
prob lems, Hon ey bee finds out about the thing
that’s re ally both er ing him; the fam ily strug gles 
with a ma jor moose is sue. (HD)

9:00pm
ABC Step Into... The Mov ies with Derek
and Julianne Hough Derek and Julianne
Hough lead a cast of sing ers, danc ers and ac -
tors who cel e brate iconic mo ments of dance
on film by rec re at ing cin e matic per for mances.
(HD)

MONDAY
8:00pm

SHOW Vi o let aac (2021, Drama) Olivia
Munn, Luke Bracey. A film ex ec u tive re al izes
that she has spent years mak ing de ci sions
based on fear, so she be comes de ter mined to
trust her in stincts and be come her true self. R 

9:30pm
TBS Close Enough Five peo ple un der the
same roof in the east side of Los An geles
adapt to usual sit u a tions that de velop dur ing
the tran si tional times they are at in their lives.
TV14

8:00pm
ABC Abbott El e men tary “Open House”
Janine pre pares to meet her strug gling stu -
dent’s mother dur ing Open House, but the rest 
of the fac ulty sim ply re laxes; Greg ory dis cov -
ers how Ava got her job. (HD)

9:08pm
USA Amer ica’s Got Tal ent: Ex treme Par -
tic i pants com pete in a se ries of bi zarre and
wild acts on a mas sive scale for a panel of
judges to show case their ex treme stunts and
unique tal ents. TVPG (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
HBO F9 aac (2021, Ac tion) Vin Die sel,
Michelle Ro dri guez. Dom lives a quiet life with
Letty and his son, but Ci pher en lists Dom’s
youn ger brother, Jakob, to com plete a mis sion 
and get re venge on Dom and the team. PG-13 

SHOW Minari aaac (2021, Drama) Ste ven
Yeun, Ye-ri Han. A Ko rean Amer i can fam ily
em braces a new life as they move to an Ar kan -
sas farm to pur sue the Amer i can dream, but
they en coun ter chal lenges. PG-13 (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MARCH 20, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos Hot pep -
pers.

60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent:

2022 NCAA
Women’s “Sec -
ond Round”
(Live)

2022 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Sec ond 
Round”

Law & Or der:
SVU

“UglyDolls”
(‘19) Strange
be ings.

(5:50) “The
Many Saints of
New ark” (‘21)
(R)

(5:06) “Snitch”
(‘13)

Bil lions “The Big
Ugly”:30 Wel come to

7 PM Amer i can Idol
“504 (Au di tions)”
(HD)

The Equal izer
(HD)

Simp sons The Court ship
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

“Es cape Plan”
(‘13) Wrongly
im pris oned.
(HD)

The Cir cus

:30 North (HD) Ra ven The Cir cus

8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) Bur gers Weak est Link
(HD)

2022 NCAA
Women’s “Sec -
ond Round”
(Live)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Hobbie Win ning Time Bil lions
“Hindenburg”:30 Fam ily Guy 2022 NCAA

Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Sec ond 
Round”

Owl House

9 PM Step Into (HD) S.W.A.T. “Al ba -
tross”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Trans plant
“Sever”

Law & Or der:
SVU

Owl House Win ning Time “Trans form ers”
(‘07) Shia
LaBeouf. Alien
ro bots bat tle.

Super Pump
“Boober”:30 Big City

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Ol i ver Super Pump
“Boober”:30 Big City Game

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams NCAA Post Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Win ning Time Bil lions
“Hindenburg”:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal TBA (HD) Chad Big City “Jeop ardy”

MONDAY
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruis-
er. Runs, 125K miles, needs 
work. $750.00 obo. Text 
(618)-855-0912.

tfn

FOR SALE: 2004 38' Pha-
eton RV w/ 2 slide-outs. Very 
nice. $49,200. Call (618)-
826-0261.

14-15gpc

FOR SALE: Cabinets. Cob-
den.  Top & bottom, 95"x30"; 
island, 108"x28"x36"; sinks; 
3- wood commercial interior 
doors, 36"x80". Excellent 
condition. Offers considered. 
Call (618)-893-2567.

14gpc

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for full and part-time Custodi-
ans for Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin. Apply at 
Main Campus front desk. 
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext. 
3436.

51gpc tfn

HELP WANTED: Rescare 
is seeking DSP's for full-
time evenings and midnights. 
Starting pay is $13.50-$14.10 
per hour. Open interviews 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Call (618)-
833-7755.

12p-14gc

MAINTENANCE PER-
SON: Full-time position with 
benefits (40 hours per week, 
Monday through Friday) 
available to do light repair 
work. Must have general 
working knowledge of re-
pairing, painting, plumbing, 
electrical, as well as, basic/
finish carpentry skills. Must 
have or be willing to acquire 
appropriate license (C) to 
drive our box truck. Fill out 
application at R.A.V.E., Inc., 
214 West Davie, Anna, IL 
62906. EOE.

13g-16p

HELP WANTED: Part-
time (will fill-in full-time 
when needed). Disabled 
woman looking for female 
personal assistant to pro-
vide direct care in my home. 
Background check will be 
performed. Must have own 
transportation. 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Call (618)-845-3858.

13-14gpc

HELP WANTED: Jones-
boro CCSD#43 is looking 
to hire part-time bus drivers.  
Anyone interested, please 
contact the Superintendent's 
office at (618)-833-6651.

13-14gp

CITY OF ANNA, 
LIFEGUARD

The City of Anna is ac-
cepting applications for part-
time pool lifeguard positions.  
American Red Cross Life-
guard Certification is highly 
desirable, candidates must 
pass pre-employment back-
ground check.  Applications 
will be available for interested 
candidates at Anna City Hall 
or online at cityofanna.org.  
Please return employment 
application to the Human 
Resources Department at 
Anna City Hall, 103 Market 
Street Anna, IL 62906 or by 
email to aguined@cityofan-
na.org.  EOE.

13-14g

CITY OF ANNA, 
GENERAL CLERK 

(PART-TIME)
The City of Anna, IL is 

accepting applications for 
the position of a Part-Time 
General Clerk. Applicants 
must be 18 years of age with 
a high school diploma or 
equivalent. The position will 
be 15-0 hours a week, must 
be able to work a flexible 
schedule between 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Candidates must have 
a positive attitude, be able to 
multi-task and work well with 
the public and employees. 
Duties include but are not lim-
ited to: greeting customers, 
answering multi-line phone 
system, collecting and post-
ing payments, entering data 
and creating customer bills. 
Must be able to operate basic 
office equipment, proficient 
computer skills (including 
Window Office), and basic 
accounting knowledge. Ap-
plications will be available 
for interested candidates at 
Anna City Hall or online at 
cityofanna.org. Please em-
ployment application to the 
Human Resources Depart-
ment at Anna City Hall, 103 
Market Street Anna, IL 62906 
or by email to aguined@
cityofanna.org. EOE.

13-14g

HELP WANTED: Head 
cook needed for Sunshine inn 
Senior Center.  Experience in 
ordering, inventory control 
and supervision preferred.  
Applicants must have a valid 
IL Food Service Sanitation 
Certificate. Please call (618)-
658-9669 to schedule an 
interview.

13-14gp

HELP WANTED: Assistant 
cook needed for Sunshine Inn 
Senior Site.  Applicants must 
have a valid IL Food Service 
Sanitation Certificate and 
have a valid driver's license.  
Please call (618)-658-9669 to 
schedule an interview.

13-14gp

HELP WANTED: DSP staff 
needed for weekend shifts. 
Day and Evening Hours 
available. Apply at CIL, Inc., 
201 E. Chestnut Street, Anna, 
IL 62906.

14-15gp

CITY OF ANNA, 
PART-TIME GENERAL 

LABORER
The City of Anna, IL is 

accepting applications for 
the position of a Temporary 
Part-Time General Laborer 
for summer help.  Candidates 
must be at least 18 years of 
age; position pays $12.75 
per hour.  Applications will 
be available for interested 
candidates at Anna City Hall 
or online at cityofanna.org. 
Please return employment 
application to the Human Re-
sources Department at Anna 
City Hall, 103 Market Street 
Anna, IL 62906 or by email 
to aguined@cityofanna.org. 
Position will remain open 
until filled. EOE.

14-16gp

HELP WANTED: The Union 
County Highway Department 
is accepting applications for 
a full-time Highway Main-
tenance Operator. Duties 
include but are not limited 
to performing labor relating 
to maintenance of roadways, 
promptly responding to emer-
gency weather situations, op-
erating equipment to maintain 
county roadways. Qualified 
candidates must acquire 
and maintain appropriate 
licenses and certifications 
required. Interested candi-
dates can pick up applications 
at Union County Highway 
Department, 306 Mississippi 
Street, Jonesboro, IL Monday 
through Friday 8 a.m. to noon 

and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  
We offer:

• 14 paid holidays per year, 
12 sick days per year, 

3 personal days per year, 
Vacation based on years of 

service 
• Illinois Municipal 
Retirement Fund – 
defined benefit plan
• Full health benefits 

• Dental plan 
• Clothing Allowance

• Friendly and supportive 
coworkers

Union County is an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer and will give all 
qualified applicants con-
sideration for employment 
without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, national 
or ethnic origin, age, disabil-
ity status, protected veteran 
status, genetic information 
or any other characteristic 
protected by law.

14-15gp

Wanted
ARROWHEADS! Amateur 
Archeologist is obsessed with 
the hobby. I am building a 
museum of artifacts from 
Missouri & Illinois, and 
would like to buy individual 
finds or whole collections. 
ALSO, looking for sites to 
buy or lease that have a lot 
of "flint". Happy to answer 
any questions! Call Sean, 
(314)-608-2692.

52p-1g tfn

Yard    
Sale

BOOK SALE: SIUC Morris 
Library basement. Friday, 
March 25, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
and Saturday, March 26, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Hardbacks, 
$1.00; softbacks, 50¢. His-
tory, fiction, Obelisks, SIU 
Press.

14gpc

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS 
LAWN CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p5g tfn

FROG'S LAWN CARE 
SERVICE:

Mowing & Other Services 
Available.

Call for a Free Estimate,
(618)-309-3120.

8-16gpc

GROSS BUSTERS 
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

• House Washing
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning
• Deck Staining
CALL TODAY!
(618)-697-5968

Grossbustersil.com
11p-29gpc

notice
Announcing....

Shawnee Development 
Council, Inc.

Illinois Department of 
Commerce & Economic 

Opportunity 
Community Services 
Block Grant (CSBG) 
Scholarship Program

If you live in Alexander, 
Hardin, Johnson, Massac, 

Pope, Pulaski or Union 
County, you may qualify 
for a $1,000 Scholarship 

to be applied toward your 
college education at an 

Illinois Institution.

Contact your local 
Shawnee Development 

Council Office or the SDC 
Workforce Investment 
Office located on the 

Campus of SCC for an 

application packet.

Hurry.... Application 
deadline is April 29, 2022. 
Some Restrictions apply.

14gp, 19gp

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, 

not in its individual 
capacity, 

but solely as indenture 
trustee of Citigroup 

Mortgage Loan Trust 
2017-RP1
Plaintiff,

Vs.
Diana K Douglas, 

Special Representative for 
Mary Ann Archey 

(Deceased), 
Damon Archey, 
City of Anna, 

Midland Funding LLC, 
as successor in interest to 

CitiBank, N.A., 
Capital One Bank (USA), 
N.A., Unknown Heirs and 

Legatees of 
Mary Ann Archey, 
Shannon Archey, 

Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants,

Defendants.
2021CH5

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:

DAMON ARCHEY
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 

LEGATEES OF 
MARY ANN ARCHEY
SHANNON ARCHEY

UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain Mort-
gage conveying the premises 
described as follows, to-wit:

THIRTY-THREE (33) 
FEET OF EQUAL WIDTH 
OFF OF THE ENTIRE 
SOUTHWEST SIDE OF 
LOT NUMBERED 14 IN 
W. DAVIE'S THIRD AD-
DITION TO THE CITY OF 
ANNA, SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF UNION IN 
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS 304 SOUTH ST, ANNA, 
IL 62906

PIN # 14-00-08-303
and which said Mortgage 

was made by:
MARY ANN ARCHEY, 

SINGLE, SURVIVING 
JOINT TENANT OF ROB-
ERT L. ARCHEY, DE-
CEASED, the Mortgagor(s), 
to American General Finan-
cial Services of Illinois, Inc. 
as Mortgagee, and recorded 
in the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds of UNION County, 
IL, as Document No. 0in 
Liber 248 Page 613; and for 
other relief; that summons 
was duly issued out of said 
Court against you as provided 
by law and that the said suit 
is now pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this case 
in the Office of the Clerk of 
this Court, on or before April 
4, 2022, A DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AFTER 
THAT DAY AND A JUDG-
MENT MAY BE ENTERED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PRAYER OF SAID 
COMPLAINT.

E-filing is now mandatory 
for documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create 
an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit http://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit HYPERLINK 
"http://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp"www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp.

Potestivo & Associates, P.C.
223 W Jackson Blvd., 

Suite 610
Chicago, IL 60606

NOTE: Pursuant to the 

Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act you are advised that 
this law firm is deemed to be 
a debt collector attempting to 
collect a debt and any infor-
mation obtained will be used 
for that purpose.

Our File No.: 313692
I3188611 12-14g

TAX DEED
NO. 2022TX2

FILED March 01, 2022
Certificate No. 2018-00049

TAKE NOTICE
TO: MARY JO HIGHT 

BUTLER; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 

OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; 

AND NON-RECORDED 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the 
filing of the petition for Tax 
deed on the following de-
scribed property:

S34 T13 R1W SE SW, 
UNION COUNTY, IL

Property Index No. 06-
34-05-068

On August 10, 2022, at 9 
a.m., the Petitioner intends to 
make application for an order 
on the petition that a Tax Deed 
be issued in the Circuit Court 
of Union County, IL. The real 
estate was sold on February 
5, 2020 for general taxes of 
the year 2018. The period 
of redemption will expire 
August 5, 2022.

Matthew &  Kelly Bliss
Petitioner

12-14gc

TAX DEED
NO. 2022TX3

FILED March 01, 2022
Certificate No. 2018-00021

TAKE NOTICE
TO: MICHAEL R. 

HAYNES; 
MARY K. LOWE; 

MICHELLE LINGLE; 
SHAWN HAYNES; 

UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
DEVISEES OF 

MICHAEL HAYNES; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 

OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED; 

AND NON-RECORDED 
CLAIMANTS.

This is NOTICE of the 
filing of the petition for Tax 
deed on the following de-
scribed property:

280 BASLER ROAD, 
COBDEN, IL

Property Index No. 04-36-
02-913-A1.

On August 10, 2022, at 9 
a.m., the Petitioner intends to 
make application for an order 
on the petition that a Tax Deed 
be issued in the Circuit Court 
of Union County, IL. The real 
estate was sold on February 
5, 2020 for general taxes of 
the year 2018. The period 
of redemption will expire 
August 5, 2022.

Matthew &  Kelly Bliss
Petitioner

12-14gc

NOTICE OF 
DISPOSITION:

Notice is hereby given of 
the disposing of the following 
described personal property 
which is stored at the self 
storage facility known as Wy-
att Storage II, 100 Dogwalk 
Road, Anna, IL.

1. Name of occupant:
Scott Strudwick
2. Property to be disposed 

of:
Misc. personal property
3. Time & place of dis-

position:
March 25, 2022, Wyatt 

Storage II, 100 Dogwalk 
Road, Anna, IL, (618)-833-
5653.

13-14g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE  FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF
CAROLENE OLSEN,

DECEASED.
IN PROBATE

NO. 2022-PR- 7

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of Car-
olene Olsen, of Jonesboro, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on February 28, 
2022, to Douglas Bridge-
man, 605 Barringer School 
Road, Anna, IL  62906, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Elvis C. Cameron, 
205B N. Main St., Anna, 
Illinois.

Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St., Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on or 
before September 10, 2022, 
or if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State 
of Illinois, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claim not 
filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the Executor and to the 
attorneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated: March 10, 2022.
   
DOUGLAS BRIDGEMAN

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

ARDC#  6244394
13-15g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE  FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF
ROBERT J. KOHLER,

DECEASED.
IN PROBATE
NO. 2022-PR-8

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of Rob-
ert J. Kohler, of Anna, Illinois.  

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

Open Admission Policy Statement
For Union County Hospital

and
Union County Hospital Long Term Care

It is the responsibility of Union County Hospital to 
admit and treat all patients without regard to race, 
color, age, sex, disability or national origin.  The 
same requirements for admission are applied to all 
and patients are assigned to rooms without regard to 
race, color, age, disability or national origin.  There 
is no discrimination in eligibility for or in the man-
ner of providing patient service by or through the 
facility. 

Anna Hospital Corporation
d/b/a Union County Hospital

517 North Main • Anna, IL 62906 14GCD
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Letters of Office were issued 
on March 1, 2022, to Beverly 
K. Hill, 6229 Signature Pointe 
Lane, Bradenton, FL  34210, 
as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney is Elvis C. 
Cameron, 205B N. Main St., 
Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St., Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on or 
before September 10, 2022, 
or if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State of 
Illinois, the date stated in that 
notice.  Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to 
the Executor and to the at-
torneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated: March 10, 2022.
   

BEVERLY K. HILL

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

ARDC#  6244394
13-15g

Request for Mowing Bids

Proposals are requested 
for the mowing and trimming 
of Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s (SIEC) twelve 
(12) substation properties, 
Massac County facilities 
and Massac Office property 
for seven (7) months April 
2022 – October 31, 2022. 
Work includes mowing and 
trimming outside of fenced 
areas at substation properties, 
mowing and trimming at 
our two (2) Massac County 
facilities. Descriptions and 
addresses can be found in the 
bid packet.   

Bid packages can be 
picked up at SIEC, 7420 
U.S. Highway 51 South, 
Dongola, IL, Monday to 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
The Cooperative requires the 
successful bidder to provide 
and maintain public liability 
insurance, including but not 
limited to insurance on vehi-
cles utilized in this job and 
property damage coverage.  
The Cooperative also requires 
the successful bidder to pro-
vide and maintain workmen’s 
compensation insurance cov-
erage on any individual who 
performs the mowing and 
trimming---including an 
individual who may be the 
sole owner/operator of the 
business.   

Bids must be received by 
noon on Friday, March 25, 
2022. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY - 

JONESBORO, ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORTGAGE, 
LLC F/K/A QUICKEN 

LOANS, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS INC., 

PLAINTIFF
vs.

GARY SHOREY, JR.; 
ATHENS DEMARTINI; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS,

DEFENDANT
2022FC1 Judge:

PUBLICATION NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you, 
ATHENS DEMARTINI; 
and UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defendant in 
the above entitled suit, that 
the said suit has been com-
menced in the Circuit Court 
of the 1st Judicial Circuit, 
Union County, Illinois by the 
plaintiff against you and other 
defendant, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain mort-
gage conveying the premises 
described as follows to wit:

A PARCEL OF LAND 
BEING PART OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
12, TOWNSHIP 11 SOUTH, 
RANGE 2 WEST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL ME-
RIDIAN, SAID PARCEL 
BEING MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED BY 
METES AND BOUNDS AS 
FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER OF 
THE NORTHEAST QUAR-
TER OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 12; THENCE S. 
01DEGREES 25' 44" W., 
ALONG THE EAST LINE 
THEREOF, A DISTANCE 
OF 833.36 FEET TO A 
POINT; THENCE DEPART-
ING FROM SAID EAST 
LINE, N. 89DEGREES 32' 
38" W., A DISTANCE OF 
343.94 FEET TO A 1/2" 
IRON ROD THENCE N. 
01DEGREES 29' 44" E., A 
DISTANCE OF 633.36 FEET 
TO A 1/2" IRON ROD ON 
THE NORTH LINE AT THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 

QUARTER OF SAID SEC-
TION 12; THENCE S. 89DE-
GREES 32' 38" E., ALONG 
THE NORTH LINE THERE-
OF, A DISTANCE OF 343.94 
FEET TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING.

COMMON ADDRESS:
305 Winstead Road, 
Cobden, IL 62920
P.I.N.:
07-12-05-317-A5
and which said mort-

gage was signed by GARY 
SHOREY, JR., ATHENS 
DEMARTINI, Mortgagors, 
to Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., acting 
solely as nominee for Quick-
en Loans, Inc., as Mortgagee, 
and recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds of 
Union County as Document 
No. 2015R1435; and for 
such other relief prayed; that 
summons was duly issued 
out of the Circuit Court of 
Union County against you 
as provided by law, and that 
the said suit is now pending.

NOW THEREFORE, UN-
LESS YOU, the said above 
defendant, file your answer 
to the Complaint in said suit 
or otherwise make your ap-
pearance therein, in the Office 
of the Clerk of this Court in 
Union County in Room 101 
at 309 West Market Street, 
Jonesboro, IL 62952 on or 
before April 18, 2022, default 
may be entered against you 
at any time after that day 
and a judgment entered in 
accordance with the prayer 
of said complaint.

E-Filing is now mandatory 
for documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create 
an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit http://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble 

e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/geth-
elp.asp or talk with your local 
circuit clerk's office.

Johnson, Blumberg, 
& Associates, LLC

230 W. Monroe Street, 
Suite 1125

Chicago, Illinois 60606
Email: ilpleadings@john-

sonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 

312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 20 8038

I3189590 
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

CONNIE L. MAYS
Deceased.

Case No. 2021-PR-1

NOTICE OF DEATH, 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION 
AND CLAIM DATE

Notice is given of the death 
of Connie L. Mays, of Anna, 
Union County, Illinois. Let-
ters of Office were issued on 
the 18th day of January 2022, 
to Sandra K. Pickel, 3035 Big 
Creek Church Rd., Dongola, 
Illinois, as Executor, whose 
attorney is listed below. 

The Estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision, unless under Section 
28-4 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the office of 

the Clerk of the Court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St, Jonesboro, 
IL 62952, or with the Execu-
tor on or before the 17th day of 
September 2022, or if mailing 
or delivery of a notice from 
the Executor is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.

Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the Executor and to the 
Attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated: this 17th day of 
March  2022.  
 

Independent Executor:
Sandy K. Pickel

3035 Big Creek Church Rd 
Dongola, Illinois 62926

Bigler Law Office
Bryan Phillips

Attorneys for Executor
4076 E Vienna Street

Anna, IL 62906
Office:

(618) 833-4777
Facsimile:

(618) 833-4770
14-16g

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Village of Cobden 
will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday, April 18, 2022, 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Cobden 
Village Hall for the purpose 
of consideration of the pro-
posed Budget for fiscal year 
2022-2023 and the Revised 
Budget for 2021-2022.  After 
such hearing, the proposed 
Budget and Revised Budget, 
as presented or as revised after 
the Public Hearing, shall be 
passed without any further 
inspection, notice or hear-
ing.  Copies of the proposed 

budget will be available at the 
Village Hall beginning March 
23, 2022. The hearing is open 
to the public.
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ASSUMED BUSINESS 
NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 9th day of March, 2022, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Wild Rose Studio with the 
place of business located at 
145 Berryville Road, Jones-
boro, Illinois 62952, and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Leneisha Pugh
145 Berryville Road
Jonesboro, IL 62952

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk
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Use Seal N Heal® to seal 
wounds on dogs & cats 
with a bitter taste to prevent 
gnawing, allow healing. At 
Tractor Supply® (www.
happyjackinc.com)

Rev. Thompson and hus-
band were out of town this 
past weekend.  Rev. Curtis 
Franklin filled the pulpit at 
Camp Ground Church in 
her absence.

His sermon was titled 
“Here I Am,” with the scrip-
ture selection from 1 Sam-
uel. The passage was the 
narrative of God’s call of 
the child Samuel. 

The sermon shared that 
“Samuel’s mother Hannah 
had been baren; she had 
promised God that if she 
had a child, she would ded-
icate that child to the Lord.  

“Hence, prior to the se-
lected scripture, Samuel 
had been dedicated, and 
had gone to reside with the 
elderly priest Eli who was 
still maintaining a ministry 
in the tabernacle.”

Rev. Franklin asked those 
in the congregation if they 
had ever thought about why 
God placed Samuel with an 
elderly priest rather than a 
dynamic, “up and coming” 
priest?

He said that “God calls 
each of us to a ministry 
for Him. Some are called 
to seemingly insignificant 
ministries in seemingly 
declining situations.  Others 
are called to dynamic min-
istries in which  the growth 
is spectacular.

“Regardless of when and 
what God calls for us to do, 
our response should always 
be ‘Here I Am’.”

For the children’s “ser-
mon”, the junior high class 
presented a skit, “The 23rd 
Psalm,” complete with 
many humorous props to 
help remember each verse.

  Addi Bonner rang the 
bell to open the worship 
service. Tymber Roach and 
Raelynn Bonner took up the 

Sunday visitors with 
Sue and Steve Eudy were 
Emma Eudy and Jona-
than Bohnert of Cape Gi-
rardeau, Ryan Wachter 
of Jonesboro and Lonnie 
Dillon of Anna.

Happy birthday to our 
great-grandson, Makai 
Montanez of Plano, Texas, 
who will be 2 years old on 
Sunday, March 20. His par-
ents are Jessica and Jacob.

Penny Hill of McClure 
visited with Shirley Miller 
of McClure.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
on Thursday, March 17. 
Wear your green.

Gary Gibbs of Jonesboro 
visited one day last week 
with Fred and Maxine 
Pender of Fair City.

Jackie Jennings and 
Gracie Wilson of Reyn-
oldsville visited Sunday 
afternoon with Dolores 

News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church, 
Anna

Children’s church
Merritt, Hasely and Rowan enjoyed a children’s 

church lesson about David and Goliath. Photo 
provided.

Lent services schedule: Wednesday, March 16, wor-
ship at 7 p.m., Salem Lutheran Church in Jonesboro, 
with dinner at 6 p.m. Wednesday, March 23, worship at 
7 p.m., Mt. Moriah, with dinner at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 30, worship at 7 p.m., Salem Lutheran Church, 
with dinner at 6 p.m.

Small group Bible study is planned at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, March 22, in the fellowship hall at Salem Lutheran 
Church. 

News from

Camp Ground Church, Community

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Reynolds of Reynolds-
ville.

Brian Eudy of Jackson, 
Mo., visited Wednesday 
with Steve Eudy of Anna.

You are invited to at-
tend services at Reynolds-
ville Missionary Baptist 
Church. Sunday School is 
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday morn-
ing worship service is at 
10:30 a.m. Sunday evening 
worship service is at 6 p.m. 
Rev. Jamie Bridgeman is 
the pastor. 

offering.  
Rodney Miller is Camp 

Ground Church’s head el-
der for March.  

Those having birthdays 
this week are Joshua Sim-
mons on the 17th and Jeff 
Roach on the 19th.

Mark and Michaela Boaz 
will celebrate their 17th 
wedding anniversary Sat-
urday, March 19.

All are welcome to ser-

vices each Sunday at Camp 
Ground Church. Bible study 
begins at 9:30 a.m. Worship 
is at 10:30 a.m.

Worship also is available 
on Zoom. Those who would 
like to join in worship via 
Zoom can leave a message 
on the church phone (833-
9000) with their email ad-
dress or cell phone number 
and the link will be sent 
Sunday morning.

A Sunday  morn ing 
worship service was held 
March 13 in the church and 
on Zoom. 

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Randy Wright and the 
worship team. 

A celebration of the 
memory of Richard and 
Yvonne Graham was held. 
Their family was present-
ed with a Memorial Roll 
Certificate. Their names 
have been placed on the 
Nazarene Missions Interna-
tional Roll in Kansas City 
and on the Memorial Roll 
Plaque that is displayed in 
the church foyer.

A PowerPoint featuring 
the life of Richard and 
Yvonne Graham was shown 
following the presentation. 

The message given by 
Pastor Wright was titled 
“No Turning Back.” Scrip-
ture was from Matthew, 
Ephesians, John, 2 Peter 
and Lamentations.

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and 
on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Birthdays: Jason Cook, 
March 13; Beryl Clayton, 

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
Herman Wells, March 14; 
Jayda Benefield, March 17.

Anniversary: Terry and 
Wendy Wiseman, March 
14.

Fellowship Connect is 
planned at 6:30 p.m. March 
18.

Breakfast will be served 
at 9 a.m. Sunday, March 20.

Adult and children’s Sun-
day School is planned at 
9:30 a.m. Sunday, March 
20.

A morning worship ser-
vice is planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, March 20. 

Quizzing is planned at 5 
p.m. Sunday, March 20.

A missionary rally is 
planned at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 23, at Benton 
Church of the Nazarene. 
Guests will be missionaries 
John and Vicki Moore. The 
church is located at 109 N. 
Ninth St. in Benton.

A grocery giveaway is 
planned from 10 a.m. to 11 
a.m. Saturday, March 26.

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church 
office at 833-6702 and leav-
ing a  message if necessary 
or by calling Pastor Wright 
at 618-534-7103.

Need some extra cash? Sell what you don't 
need in the classifieds. To Place Your Ad In 
The Gazette-Democrat Call (618) 833-2158
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Jeff Hauser
Jeff Hauser, 61, of Anna, 

died Thursday, March 10, 
2022.

He was born on Dec. 10, 
1960, in Aurora, the son of 
William Fredrick and Rose-
mary Anne Erickson Hauser.  

He loved to fish, vacation 
in Florida and was a big fan 
of Chicago sports teams: 
the Cubs, Blackhawks and 
Bears. But he loved and 
enjoyed time with his sons 
most of all. 

He was preceded in death by his father. Survivors 
include his sons, Peter Hauser and Ben Hauser, both of 
Jonesboro; his mother, Rosemary Hauser of Naperville; 
a sister, Diane (Joe) Callan of Ottawa; the mother of his 
children, Linda Hauser of Jonesboro; and many other 
relatives.

Memorial services were pending at Crain Funeral Home 
in Anna-Jonesboro.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-
boro is in charge of arrrangements.

Johnnie Foster Sr.
Johnnie Foster Sr., 76, of 

Anna, died Tuesday, March 
8, 2022, at the Union County 
Hospital in Anna. 

He was born on July 24, 
1945, in Perks, the son of 
Walter and Aileen Chesney 
Foster. 

He married Carolyn Davis 
on April 15, 1995, in Union 
County.

Mr. Foster is survived by 
his wife, Carolyn Foster of 
Anna; children John Foster 
Jr. of Mounds and Jennifer Renae Foster of Anna; step-
daughter Crystal Sue Shepard of Cape Girardeau; grand-
children Trae Foster, Olivia Foster and Jonathon Foster; 
step-grandchild Pierce Shepard; great-grandchild Reiss 
Foster; siblings Anna, Shirley, Dorothy and Holly; other 
relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a daughter, 
Michelle Renee Foster; and by siblings, Mary Lou, Mary 
Ann, Rosemary and Dewey.

He enjoyed fishing and cooking. He loved antiques and 
as a kid he liked to race go carts. 

Graveside services were at 2 p.m. Friday, March 11, at 
St. John’s Cemetery near Dongola. Interment immediately 
followed. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Cathy Elkins Freeman
Cathy Elkins Freeman, 62, 

of Jonesboro, died Saturday, 
March 12, 2022, at Southeast 
Health in Cape Girardeau.

She was born on July 20, 
1959, in Anna, the daughter 
of Robert and Geneva Tucker 
Elkins. 

She married Michael Free-
man on Feb. 14, 1999, in 
Jonesboro. 

Mrs. Freeman is survived 
by her husband, Michael 
Freeman of Jonesboro; her mother, Geneva Elkins of 
Jonesboro; a sister, Sheryl Netherton of St. Joseph; an 
aunt, Eva Anderson of Normal; two stepchildren, Dustin 
and Miranda Freeman of Paducah; numerous cousins and 
many friends. She was preceded in death by her father, 
Robert Elkins. 

She attended the Apostolic Faith Tabernacle in Jones-
boro for many years. She was retired from the Illinois 
Department of Human Services, where she worked for 
almost 30 years. 

She loved to spend time with her friends going shopping 
and out to eat. She was a caregiver at heart, seeing to the 
needs of her family and always being there to help anyone 
in their time of need. 

Funeral services will be at 1 p.m. Friday, March 18, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna, with the 
Rev. Mark Goins officiating. Interment will be in Casper 
Cemetery near Anna. 

Friends can call after 11 a.m. and until the service hour 
at 1 p.m. Friday at the funeral home. 

Memorials can be made to Apostolic Faith Tabernacle. 
Envelopes will be available at Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Margaret ‘Tommie’ Ury
Margaret “Tommie” Ury, 

83, of Anna, died at 1:33 p.m. 
Wednesday March 9, 2022, at 
Herrin Hospital.

She was born on April 24, 
1938, the daughter of Harold 
and Ada Dagy Thomas in 
Granite City. 

She married Everett L. Ury 
on Oct. 29, 1960. He preced-
ed her in death on Sept. 20, 
2006.

Mrs. Ury was a graduate of 
the Alton School of Nursing 
and the College of St. Francis 
with a BSHA degree. 

She held many positions in her nursing career. She 
worked as an OB supervisor at Union County Hospital in 
Anna for eight years, taught the SIU Vocational School OB 
class and was the director of nursing at City Care Center 
for 21 years, retiring in 1999. 

She was a member of many clubs and associations, 
including the past president of the Anna-Jonesboro Junior 
Women’s Club, Live Wives Home Extension and the 
Illinois Long Term Care Nurses Association. She was 
a member and elder of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Cobden.

She was dearly loved by her family and friends. 
Besides her husband and parents, she was preceded in 

death by a sister.
Funeral services were at 2 p.m. Monday, March 14, at 

Crain Funeral Home in Anna, with the Rev. Dan Whit-
field officiating. Interment followed in Trinity Cemetery 
near Anna. 

Memorials can be made to Trinity Cemetery or to the 
First Presbyterian Church of Cobden.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-
boro was in charge of arrangements.

Cathy I. Wilson
Cathy I. Wilson, 64, of 

Dongola, died Wednesday, 
March 9, 2022, at Memorial 
Hospital in Carbondale. 

She was born on Sept. 29, 
1957, in Anna, the daughter 
of David and Leona Aden 
Brown.

She married James Wilson 
on June 16, 1987. He pre-
ceded her in death on April 
26, 2004. 

She enjoyed volunteering 
her time at Share and Care, Michelle’s Treasures and the 
Dongola Library. Years ago, she worked at the Village 
Café in Dongola.

She is survived by two brothers, Charles (Sharon) 
Brown of Dongola and Dan (Cindy) Brown of Allerton; a 
sister, Earlene (Lindell) Croft of Vienna; her companion, 
Doug Wagoner of Dongola; and several nieces, nephews, 
cousins, other relatives and friends.

Besides her husband, James, she was preceded in death 
by her parents.

Funeral services were at noon Friday, March 11, at 
Crain Funeral Home in Dongola, with the Rev. Pete 
Vinson officiating. 

Interment was in Mound City National Cemetery fol-
lowing the service. 

Memorials can be made to Crain Funeral Home to assist 
the family with funeral expenses.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Edith Trexler Dillman
Edith Trexler Dillman, 89, 

of Ullin, died at 7:18 a.m. 
Monday, March 7, 2022, at 
Chester Memorial Hospital.

She was born on Oct. 7, 
1932, in Ullin, the daughter 
of George Dewey and Ella 
Marie Julen Trexler.

She married Calvin Dill-
man on Sept. 2, 1950. He 
preceded her in death on Oct. 
30, 2002.

Mrs. Dillman enjoyed 
family gatherings and spend-
ing time with her grandchildren. She loved fishing, being 
outdoors and playing wahoo.

Survivors include her sons, Kenneth Ray (Sara) Dillman 
and Mark Douglas (Becki) Dillman; a daughter, Delores 
Ann Dillman; numerous grandchildren and great-grand-
children; brothers Sid (Evelyn) Trexler, Gene (Doris) 
Trexler, Mac (Nettie) Trexler and Terry (Sue) Trexler; a 
sister, Betty Baker; a sister-in-law, Jane Trexler; several 
nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 

Besides her husband, Calvin, she was preceded in death 
by three brothers, Charlie, Jesse and Sam (Omega) Trexler, 
and by a brother-in-law, Bob Baker. 

Funeral services were at 10 a.m. Tuesday, March 15, 
at Crain Funeral Home in Ullin, with Dr. Mike Fogerson 
officiating. Interment followed in the Ullin Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to the Ullin Cemetery. 
To view the full obituary or to leave an online condo-

lence for the family, visit www.crain-
sonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in Ullin was in 
charge of arrangements.

Charles Edward Bonifield Sr.
Charles Edward Bonifield 

Sr., 80, of rural Union Coun-
ty, died Monday, March 7, 
2022, at Parkway Manor in 
Marion.

He was born on Nov. 11, 
1941, in Cairo, the son of 
Edward Raymond Bonifield 
Jr. and Hazel Leigh Grable 
Bonifield. 

Mr. Bonifield was a life-
long resident of Southern Illi-
nois, having lived most all of 
his life in Alexander County.  

He graduated from Cairo High School and later attended 
Southeast Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau. 
There he met and married Geneva Elaine Watson, the 
daughter of Ralph and Geneva Duff Watson. They were 
married for almost 60 years.  

The couple have one son, Charles Edward Bonifield 
Jr., who married Dawn Leshea Bolen. They have three 
children, Larrah Leshea Bonifield and twins, Caden Lee 
Bonifield and Charles Marshal Bonifield.

Mr. Bonifield and his father operated Bonifield Farms/
Bendview Farms and Hunting Club in Alexander County.

During his 80-plus years he became a well-known and 
respected member of the Southern Illinois area.

He was elected in 1994 to the Alexander County Board 
of Commissioners, having served as chairman during part 
of that time.  

He was a member and chairman of the Pulaski-Alex-
ander County Farm Bureau Board for 15 years.  

He was a member of the Regional Board of School 
Trustees for 22 1/2 years; he was vice president for 15 
1/2 years. 

He was also a member of the Cairo Masonic Lodge, the 
Caledonia Masonic Lodge and the Ainad Shriners orga-
nization; the Horseshoe Lake Volunteer Fire Department; 
as well as numerous other community organizations. He 
was a member of the Goreville Methodist Church at the 
time of his passing.

Masonic services were conducted at 7 p.m. Sunday, 
March 13, at Crain Funeral Home in Tamms.

Funeral services were at 10 a.m. Monday, March 14, 
at Crain Funeral Home in Tamms, with the Rev. Buddy 
Walls and the Rev. Rico Enegesis officiating. Interment 
followed in Olive Branch Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to the Olive Branch Cemetery 
Association, P.O. Box 205, Olive Branch, Ill. 62969. 

To view the full obituary or to leave an online condo-
lence for the family, visit www.crain-
sonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in Tamms was 
in charge of arrangements.
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With Sincere Thanks
from the Family of
Mary Light

We would like to express our appreciation 
for the kindness and caring support we re-
ceived from family, friends and neighbors 
during this difficult time.
Thank you for the visits, calls, flow-
ers, cards, food and donations to Maple 
Grove Church and Southern Range Cow-
boy Church.  Thank you to Rendleman & 
Hileman Funeral Home, the pallbearers 
and Jason Forby for the beautiful service. 
Thank you Glenn  and Rosann Lingle, Ja-
net Williamson, Dorothy & Mark Terbrak 
and Maple Grove Church for all of the de-
licious food. Thank you Bonnie Goddard, 
Kay Johnson, Nancy Ragain, Lou Curdie, 
Martha Webb and all who called her  and 
lifted her spirits while she was ill. Please 
accept this as our acknowledgement as an 
expression of our deepest gratitude.
Mary’s smiling face is sadly missed by the 
many lives she touched - but the memories 
we have will remain forever.

Thank You All!
The Mary Light Family

Rev. Dr. Carl F. Dunker
Rev. Dr. Carl F. Dunk-

er, 92, of Asheboro, N.C., 
and formerly of Cairo, died 
peacefully at his home on 
March 7, 2022.

Dr. Dunker was born on 
Nov. 27, 1929, in Cairo, the 
son of Harry Joseph and La-
vonia Dunker. 

He was a 1947 graduate of 
Cairo High School. He was a 
1953 graduate of Greenville 
University and a 1956 grad-
uate of Butler University, 
earning his MA in 1957. In 1990, he earned his PhD from 
International Bible College and continued his graduate 
work at Duke Divinity School and UNC-G. 

He preached his first sermon at Tigert Memorial United 
Methodist Church in 1948. He served at multiple churches 
in Illinois and North Carolina through six decades until 
retiring in 1995 to Asheboro. 

After retiring, he continued to be active in the commu-
nity YMCA, Senior Games, articles in Randolph Guide, 
part-time ministry to local churches and letters of min-
istry and updates to family and friends, the last being in 
December 2021.

Rev. Dr. Dunker is survived by his children, David 
Dunker of Asheboro, N.C., Barbara (Charles) Roe of Sil-
ver Spring, Md., and Steven (Gwyn) Dunker of New Bern, 
N.C.; grandchildren Mark (Angie) Dunker of Greensboro, 
N.C., Jason (Kisha) Dunker of Carolina Beach, N.C., and 
Sarah Dunker of New Bern; great-grandchildren Austin, 
Meredith and Peyton; brothers Jack Dunker of Vienna and 
Wilbur (Peggy) Dunker of Paducah; sisters Kay (Nick) 
Niestrath, Mary Jane (Randy) Edmonds of Anna and Judy 
Wadley of Mounds; and a special friend, Vickie Teague 
of Asheboro, N.C.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Harry Joseph 
and Lavonia Dunker; his wife, Barbara Dunker; a sister, 
Shirley Dunker; and a brother, Joe Kenneth Dunker. 

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Saturday, March 12, 
at Tigert Memorial United Methodist Church in Cairo, 
with the Rev. Doug Atkins officiating. Burial followed the 
service in Green Lawn Memorial Gardens in Villa Ridge.

Memorials can be made to Hospice of Randolph, 416 
Vision Dr., Asheboro, N.C. 27203. 

Crain Funeral Home in Cairo was in charge of arrange-
ments.

To view the full obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Obituaries Online at
annanews.com
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All 3
TESTS

TOGETHER
$110
SAVE $40!

VASCULAR
SCREENINGS

800-800-5123

P R E V E N T I O N  I S  K E Y !

You may be at risk of a preventable, life- 
threatening condition and not realize it. 

Find out through our convenient vascular 
screenings in as little as 15 minutes!

Results are mailed to your home within two 
weeks, after interpretation by a Missouri  
Board-certified physician. See your primary  
care provider if you have questions or concerns.

Call today to reserve your time slot Try our free, interactive health risk assessments at

SEHEALTH.ORG
Browse upcoming screenings, programs and classes at

SEHEALTH.ORG/EVENTS

PERIPHERAL ARTERY TEST
FOR PREVENTION OF PERIPHERAL ARTERY  
DISEASE (PAD) & ATHEROSCLEROSIS 
Testing of legs and feet for narrowing blood  
vessels that reduce blood flow to limbs.  $50

ABDOMINAL AORTA TEST
FOR PREVENTION OF ANEURYSM
Ultrasound of stomach area to see if the largest  
blood vessel, the aorta, is enlarged.  $50

BONE DENSITY TEST
Testing for bone strength to identify those  
at risk for osteoporosis and osteopenia.  $30

CAROTID ARTERY TEST
FOR PREVENTION OF STROKE
Ultrasound of neck to check for build up  
of fatty plaque, #1 cause of stroke.  $50

3

FRIDAY, APRIL 1 
8am - 2pm
Cape Healthpoint Fitness
 2126 Independence St, Cape 
Girardeau

THURSDAY, MARCH 31
1pm -5 pm 
Jackson Healthpoint Fitness 
410 W Main St, Jackson

TAX PREP & 
ACCOUNTING

for individuals, 
corporations, 

partnerships and estates
✍ Tax Preparation & Filing
✍ Strategic Tax Planning
✍ Audit Representation
✍ Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
✍ Fractional CFO Services

April 18, 2022
is the filing deadline 

to submit 2021
tax returns.

Call now for your 
appointment, and 

beat the rush!

Whitney Accounting
105 Transcraft  Drive • Anna, IL

618-833-2145
Mark Chamness, CPA  • Nathan Treece, CPA 13

P1
4G

Hospital District BoarD
special Meeting planneD
The Union County Hospital District Board 
of Directors will hold a special meeting on 
March 24, 2022.
The meeting is scheduled to begin at 6:00 
p.m. in the second-floor conference room 
of Union County Hospital.
The agenda will include the discussion of 
donation requests. 

13P14G

News Notes
(continued from page 1)

Glenn and Jo Poshard 
have a made a generous 
contribution in support of 
the upcoming annual Easter 
sunrise service at the Bald 
Knob Cross.

***
Resurfacing projects are 

planned on Wing Hill Road 
near Cobden and on St. 
John/Cypress Road near 
Dongola.

***
Anna, Jonesboro and 

Cobden firefighters were 
reported to have responded 
to a call last Friday morn-
ing along Casper Church 
Road. An outbuilding was 
reported to have been de-
stroyed.

***
It appears the Village 

of Cobden and individu-
als who are planning a 
marijuana growing facility 
south of the Union County 
community are embroiled 
in conflict. Planners want 
a gas line relocated; the 
village notes that highway 
access is probably not pos-
sible.

***
Government jurisdiction 

of property for a mari-
juana growing facilty east 
of Anna is still in the courts.

***
Massive dirt work can 

be seen at the marijuana 
growing facility in east 
Anna; more construction is 
planned at the site.

***
A-J One Stop in Anna 

has new coolers which were 
installed by Hall’s Service.

***
King Neptune’s in Anna 

appears to be moving ahead 
with kitchen relocation and 
remodeling.

***
AutoTech Diesel & Au-

tomotive along Lick Creek 
Road near Anna is open.

***
Fun Town RV in Anna, 

formerly Tri-State, is doing 
major remodeling under 
new ownership.

***
Anna State Bank contin-

ues major renovation work 
on its beautiful facility.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Nation-

al Bank has installed new 
teller lines and made other 
improvements at its down-
town Anna headquarters.

***
A truck from St. Louis 

which broke down caused 
disruption in mail service 
one day last week to local 
U.S. Postal Service loca-
tions.

***
No word yet about when 

remodeling will begin on 
the building at the north-
west corner of the four-way 
stop in downtown Anna. 
The site is the former loca-
tion of Union County Press, 

Isom’s Antiques, the E.P. 
Owen Drug Store, Sitter’s 
Sporting Goods and many 
other businesses.

***
The Union County High-

way Department is accept-
ing applications for a full-
time highway maintenance 
engineer.

***
Shawnee Community 

College was planning to 
host a talk by long-time 
St. Louis police officer 
Timothy Richards Monday 
morning.

***
A free, public sympo-

sium about Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine and a 
peace rally were planned 
Wednesday, March 16, at 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale.

***
A group of Anna School 

District No. 37 4th grade 
students recently read the 
book “Lemonade Wars” by 
Jaqueline Davies. The stu-
dents then sold lemonade to 
other 4th grade students and 
staff. They raised $173.92, 
which will be donated to St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital as part of a quest 
to raise a million pennies.

***
Students at Southern 

Seven Head Start programs 
in the area celebrated Amer-
ican Heart Month during 
February by wearing red on 
designated days.

***
The Illinois spring trout 

fishing season is scheduled 
to open April 2.

***
The Carbondale Com-

munity Farmers Market is 
planning to have a plant 
giveaway on March 19. The 
event is scheduled from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Uni-
versity Mall in Carbondale.

***
The Illinois Department 

of Natural Resources re-
ports that 2022 firearm 
deer hunting season dates 
are Nov. 18-20 and Dec. 
1-4. The first permit lottery 
period began March 8 and 
continues through April 30.

***
Ameren Corporation re-

cently was recognized as 
a Business Facilities Top 
Utility.

***
Ameren Illinois received 

an Association of Energy 
Engineers Region III In-
novative Energy Project of 
the Year award for helping 
underserved customers to 
reduce their energy bills 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

***
The newspaper received 

an email message calling 
for the creation of wildlife-
friendly infrastructure, such 
as crossing bridges and tun-
nels. Such structures would 
help wildlife to safely cross 
roads and highways.

Accomplishments, achievements highlighted 
at recent A-J Board of Education meeting

Weather
Snow, low of 16

A winter weather advi-
sory, snow, bitter cold tem-
peratures and then a warm 
up highlighted weather 
in the Union County area 
during the period of March 
8-14.

The winter weather ad-
visory was issued by the 
National Weather Service 
in Paducah.

The advisory was in ef-
fect Friday, March 11, for 
parts of Southeast Missouri 
and Southern Illinois, in-
cluding Union County.

The Union County area 
received about an inch 
of snow on Friday. The 
low temperature Satur-
day morning, March 12, 
dropped to 16 degrees.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, March 8       42 33
Wednesday, March 9  53 31
Thursday, March 10    55 29
Friday, March 11         38 26
Saturday, March 12     33 16
Sunday, March 13       57 27
Monday, March 14     64 39

Accomplishments and 
achievements by students 
and teachers were high-
lighted at last month’s regu-
lar monthly meeting of the 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School District 
No. 81 Board of Education. 
The meeting was Feb. 22 at 
the school.

During the meeting, Dis-
trict 81 superintendent Rob 
Wright congratulated Brett 
Detering on his selection 
by the Illinois High School 
Football Coaches Associa-
tion to be inducted into the 
association’s hall of fame.

On Feb. 7, the school’s 
National Honor Society 
performed acts of kindness 
in the school and com-
munity.

Student groups left thank 
you notes for faculty and 
staff, notes of encourage-
ment for their peers, gave 
out grocery gift cards in the 
community, donated their 
time and some supplies 
to local animal shelters, 
picked up litter in the  com-
munity and left treats for 

Union County
COVID Cases

Update
March 13: 5,347 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
March 10: 5,342 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
March 9: 5,340 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
March 8: 5,339 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
March 3: 5,335 total 

cases. 63 total deaths.
March 1: 5,334 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
Source: Illinois Department 

of Public Health website. 
Numbers represent statistics 
since the start of the pandemic.

first responders.
The National Honor So-

ciety performs acts of kind-
ness on 11:30 dismissal 
days in November and Feb-
ruary each year.

Students in teacher Han-
nah Maze’s civics classes 
learned about the 14th 
Amendment and what it 
means to be a citizen.

Students started a web-
quest which walked them 
through the process of nat-
uralization. They talked 
about the importance of 
immigration in the nation, 
and the benefits and re-
sponsibilities that come 
with being a citizen of the 
United States.

February was “chocolate 
covered strawberry time” in 
teacher Jennifer Cleghorn’s 
classes. Students spent a 
week preparing and deliv-
ering chocolate covered 
strawberries they had sold.

The A-JCHS ACES team 
took part in regional com-
petition in early February. 
The competition was held 
virtually; students took 
their test at the Main Street 
Center in Anna.

Eleven A-JCHS FFA 
members attended FFA 
Night at a Southern Illinois 
University basketball game 
in late January. The students 
learned about opportunities 
available at SIU. They also 
learned about future career 
opportunities with Farm 
Credit Illinois.

A-JCHS FFA member 
Carmin Smith won a jersey 
race during halftime of the 
basketball game.

A-JCHS senior Abigail 
Dahmer interviewed for her 
State FFA Degree; she was 

recommended to the state. 
She also won the FFA Sec-
tion 24 outdoor recreation 
proficiency area with her 
project and advanced to the 
district contest in March.

Wildlife management 
classes were working to 
complete hunter safety cer-
tification in classes. The 
classes welcomed Illinois 
Conservation Police Officer 
Steve Vasicek as a guest 
speaker on Feb. 15.

National FFA Week was 
celebrated in February. 
Activities included dress 
up days, lunch for members 
and drive a tractor to school 
day.

Teacher Julie Lewis’s 
civics classes welcomed 
two guest speakers.

On Feb. 14, school re-
source officer Jason Leek 
spoke to students. Leek 
talked about his role as 
school resource officer and 
working in law enforce-
ment.

On Feb. 15, State Sen. 

Terri Bryant, R-Murphys-
boro, was guest speaker. 
Bryant talked about her 
work as a state senator. 
She also talked about the 
process involved with bills 
she wrote.

Two of teacher Tina 
Vancil’s art students won 
awards at the Little Egypt 
annual high school com-
petition.

J o r d y n  N o r t h  w a s 
awarded first place for her 
drawing of Edward Scis-
sorhands.

Sydney Waun won best 
of show out of all students 
who participated in South-
ern Illinois.

A-JCHS math teachers 
attended the 36th annual 
conference of the Illinois 
Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics on Feb. 17. 
The teachers attended ses-
sions on utilizing technolo-
gy in the algebra classroom, 
applications of ancient ge-
ometry and number tricks 
using mathematics.

All of the counties served 
by Southern Seven Health 
Department have moved 
back to the blue stable 
status on the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) risk 
metrics.

Blue indicates that the 
county is experiencing 
overall stable COVID-19 
metrics.  

Southern Seven Health 
Department serves Union, 
Alexander, Hardin, John-
son, Massac, Pope and 
Pulaski counties.

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 
announced an update about 
the COVID-19 risk metrics 
on Friday, March 11.

As of March 11 in Illi-
nois, 21 counties remained 
at the orange warning status 
and 62 counties remained  
at the blue stable status.  

Twenty counties, includ-

ing those in the Southern 
Seven Health Department 
region, moved back to blue 
stable status. No counties 
were reported moving back 
to orange warning status.

“It’s good to see our 
counties moving in the 
right direction,” Southern 
Seven Health Department 
community outreach coor-
dinator Shawnna Rhine said 
in a news release. 

“Going forward, the 
health department will con-
tinue to help our communi-
ties prevent and control the 
spread of COVID-19 as is 
needed,” Rhine said. 

Eight different indicators 
are used to determine a 
county’s level designation.   

A county is considered 
at the orange warning level 
when at least two of the 
main indicators are going in 
the wrong direction.  

COVID metrics stable



Royalty came to Union 
County last Saturday.

Crystal Housman is the 
owner of C’s Bitsy Bees, 
which is located inside the 
Annabelle Market along 
South Main Street in the 
heart of downtown Anna. 
She shared the story about 
Saturday’s special event:

While planning my grand 
opening, I thought it would 
be fun to reach out to a cou-
ple other local businesses 
and see if they wanted to 
participate in some way to 
encourage families to come 
to our downtown. 

I had located some prin-
cesses through Enchanted 
Characters of Illinois for the 
event and asked a couple 
other businesses if they 
wanted to do it as well. 

The response was over-
whelming. I posted some-

thing about it on my Bitsy 
Bees and personal Face-
book page and other busi-
nesses contacted me want-
ing a princess too. 

We ended up having nine 
princesses in the area and 
several business participat-
ing so I decided to call it a 
Kids Day in conjunction 
with my grand opening. 

The event was wildly 
successful. There were hun-
dreds of families and loads 
of little princess, a couple 
princes, filling our streets. 

The princesses did a 
great job interacting with 
all the little ones and ev-
eryone seemed to enjoy 
themselves. 

I have reached out to the 
other businesses and we 
are going to make this an 
annual event. 

Here’s a look at some 

more information about last 
weekend’s royal celebration 
in Anna and Jonesboro:

The grand opening of C’s 
Bitsy Bee’s featured Disney 
Princesses Elsa and Bell, as 
well as free giveaways from 
C’s Bees and C’s Honey & 
Lace.

Union County Chamber 
of Commerce hosted Prin-
cess Cinderella.

Kiki’s Coffeehouse wel-
comed Princess Tiana (they 
also gave away a basket full 
of crafts).

Brick House Grill hosted 
Princess Snow White (they 
also had activities for the 
kids).

Country Roads Flowers 
& Gifts/Fluttering Bloom 
Designs LLC hosted Prin-
cess Rapunzel (they also 
gave away flower bouquets 
to the kids).

Nalee Rae hosted Prin-
cess Sleeping Beauty.

Crabtree & Merriman 
Doctors of Optometry wel-
comed Princess Ariel.

Sinisi’s on Main & Trol-
ley Express hosted Princess 
Anna.

Davis Pastry had princess 
cookies and cupcakes and 
gave away princess punch 
to the children.

Pizza Villa offered 10 
percent off for anyone with 
a Bitsy Bee’s receipt on 
Saturday.

Housman said she is 
working to organize a city-
wide Easter event in Anna 
and Jonesboro, which is 
planned on April 2. Further 
information can be found 
on C’s Bitsy Bees Facebook 
page.

(Photos shared by Crys-
tal Housman.)

Union County welcomes royal visitors
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Daffodils are a traditional sign of springtime in Southern Illinois. Spring was not the season that came to 
mind last Friday when snow was falling on daffodil flowers in Cobden.

Watch out for giraffes falling from sky...
It’s late on Sunday night...just never know when inspi-

ration might strike...
A cataclysmic event involving an asteroid didn’t happen 

over the weekend...at least not that I am aware of. Didn’t 
see anything about such an occurrence on social media. 

Bob and I spent some time on the front stoop last Sun-
day afternoon, just enjoying the warm sunshine. Bob, as 
you may recall, is one of our rescue cats. He’s the one 
without any teeth, thanks to an unexpected feline health is-
sue and a road trip to Central Illinois a couple of years ago.

Bob likes to go outside. He likes it so much that oc-
casionally, Bob will catch us not paying attention, zoom 
out the door, fly across the front yard, zip next door and 
head to a nearby embankment, where he finds a com-
pletely inaccessible spot and laughs at us as we attempt 
to retrieve him.

Most of the time, though, he’s pretty good about let-
ting us take him out on the front porch. We’ll spend some 
time on the porch swing, or maybe on the aforementioned 
stoop, which is a nice place for a cat, and his people, to 
enjoy the sunshine.

Like I said, we spent time last Sunday afternoon out on 
the stoop, enjoying the bright sunshine. The breeze was 
still a little bit cool, but certainly nothing like we had last 
Friday and Saturday. The cold and the snow were not 
nice. Not nice indeed. 

Thanks to Old Man Winter’s mid-March reprise, The 
Other Half had to move all of her young plants back inside. 
Some went upstairs, under the grow lights. Some went 
on the dining room floor. By Sunday, temperatures were 
getting warmer and the plants went back out.

Anyway, while sitting out on the front stoop last Sunday 
afternoon, I did not notice an asteroid or space station fall-
ing from the sky, perhaps signalling the end of the world 
as we know. (Cue the REM song in your mind.)

(Just an aside: one day last week, while sitting on the 
porch swing, by myself, I heard a “smack” sound out on 
the street in front of the house. Looked in the direction 
of the sound...and saw a squirrel running down the street. 
I can’t be sure, but I think the squirrel fell from a utility 
wire. If that indeed was the case, the little critter seemed 
to be OK.)

It seems like fairly often these days, we see or hear 
something about an asteroid the size of the Titanic heading 
towards Earth. Most of the time, the asteroid hits an ice-
berg and sinks, but not before Jack and Rose get together.

While doing some research for this column, I ran across 

an article online which appeared on The Jerusalem Post’s 
website. That’s one of the wonderful things about the 
internet. Without even getting out of my chair, I could 
travel to Israel. Sort of. 

The article, written by Aaron Reich, reported that an 
asteroid actually struck the Earth on March 11. The out-
of-this-world visitor landed near Iceland, which is pretty 
far away from our front stoop. That being said, Bob could 
probably make it to Iceland when he gets loose.

The article explained that the asteroid was three me-
ters wide... “around just half the size of an average male 
giraffe, which grows to be around five-six meters in 
height.” That got me to thinking... wouldn’t an average 
male giraffe falling from the sky be much more exciting 
to see than an asteroid? 

I share all of this fascinating information as kind of a 
prelude to an article which appeared in the Friday, Febru-
ary 25, issue of USA TODAY, with a headline that caught 
my attention: 

“Study: Asteroid that killed dinosaurs hit in spring”
Perhaps you know the story: Folks who study such 

things have determined that an asteroid struck the third 
planet from the sun...and wiped out the dinosaurs.

The article written by Jordan Mendoza which appeared 
in USA TODAY: explained that: “Dinosaurs went extinct 
roughly 66 million years ago, marking the end of the 
Cretaceous Period, after an asteroid about 7 miles wide 
struck what is now the Yucatan peninsula off Mexico.” An 
asteroid 7 miles wide would be a whole lot of male giraffes 
flying through sky. That would be something to see.

Apparently, up until now, folks had not been able to 
determine what time of year the asteroid which wiped out 
the dinosaurs hit the Earth. I guess it’s not like a T-rex kept 
a day planner with an entry that read: “Sunday, March 13. 
Daylight Saving Time begins. 7 mile wide asteroid hits 
Earth. EXTINCTION. (underlined three times). Resched-
ule dental appointment.”

Well, research now seems to have determined that the 
asteroid hit the Earth during the spring. Probably right 
before all of the dinosaurs went on spring break, which 
would have been pointless, since all of the beaches would 
have been wiped out, too. 

Researchers now are hoping to pinpoint the exact date 
the asteroid hit. In the meantime, Bob and I will continue 
to spend time on the front stoop. And I’m going to assume 
that the grass will need to be mowed at some point... hm-
mmm... maybe an asteroid would be a good thing...

By Richard Guebert Jr.
Illinois Farm Bureau President 

If you’ve ever driven through the Illinois countryside, 
you’ve likely seen a herd of cattle dotting the landscape. 
You might have wondered whether the animals that farm-
ers raise benefit businesses and residents in our state. 

They do. 
Livestock farms offer important sources of revenue for 

local businesses, strengthen the food supply, and continue 
to reduce impacts on the environment. 

With livestock on one in three Illinois farms, animal 
agriculture is an economic engine for our state. 

In 2019, livestock farms and related meat and dairy pro-
cessors contributed more than $31.8 billion in economic 
activity, supported more than 91,000 jobs, and accounted 
for $4.7 billion in household income.

When many meat packing plants shuttered due to 
worker safety concerns at the height of the pandemic, the 
backlog of orders and limited processing capacity high-
lighted the critical role of food processors. Disruptions 
also demonstrated the need for investments in small and 
medium-sized meat packers, many of which stepped up 
to fill the supply chain gap. 

Thanks to their efforts, Illinois’ state licensed meat 
establishments processed more than 31 million pounds of 
meat to feed families across the state in 2020.

Illinois Farm Bureau recently partnered with Texas 
A&M University to offer Hazard Analysis Critical Con-
trol Points, HACCP, certification – a prevention-based 
approach to the safe production, handling and preparation 
of foods – to support the continued development of local 
meat packing companies. 

As important as food processing facilities are, it’s also 
important to remember that production starts on the farm. 

More than 96 percent of the 71,000 farms in Illinois 
are family-owned and operated. For these farm families, 
producing quality meat and dairy products means provid-
ing nutritious protein sources for the community. 

In 2020, Illinois farm families donated more than 
250,000 pounds of food to local food pantries. Dona-
tions of pork, beef and dairy products offered resources 
to those in need, while also benefiting food processors in 
the community. 

In addition to providing a steady supply of food for 
American families, farmers also continue to produce 
more with less. 

Pig farmers today use 75 percent less land and 25 per-
cent less water than they did 60 years ago, cattle farmers 
are producing 60 percent more beef with 40 percent fewer 
carbon emissions than 50 years ago, and each gallon of 
milk produced by dairy farmers creates 63 percent fewer 
carbon emissions than in 1944.

Innovative barn construction, rotational grazing on 
cover crops and manure management as fertilizer applica-
tions are among the practices farmers use to continuously 
improve soil and water quality on their farms.

By caring for animals in ways that also benefit the en-
vironment, farmers ensure a bright future for agricultural 
production on family farms and a steady food supply for 
all. 

The next time you find yourself driving past a herd of 
cattle, or picking out food at the grocery store, I encour-
age you to think about the many ways livestock farms and 
related industries add value in our state. 

This op-ed was distributed through a cooperative 
project between Illinois Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com. 

Livestock farmers
support food security
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Voters will go to the polls Tuesday, March 21, to cast 
their votes for candidates for nomination to various state, 
local and national offices. They will elect delegates and 
alternate delegates to the national conventions as well as 
precinct committeemen.

The Union County Board of Commissioners recently 
approved four cents tax per $100 assessed valuation for 
the renovation and remodeling work on the county jail and 
courthouse. Jail renovation will cost an estimated $58,000 
and the courthouse repairs $12,000.

The Seventh Annual Spring Interdenominational Lay-
men’s Breakfast will be held at the American Legion 
Community Center in Anna Monday morning, March 27.

At a meeting Monday evening at Anna City Hall, the 
Union County Chapter of the American Red Cross voted 
to bring the Bloodmobile to Union County for a trial visit 
in August.

The thousands of blackbirds and starlings roosting in a 
pine grove in Jonesboro, near the Jonesboro Cemetery, are 
continuing to harass and annoy residents of nearby homes.

The Union County area enjoyed a beautiful weekend 
when the thermometer reached highs of 76 and 75 under 
sunny skies.

Open house will be held at Anna-Jonesboro Teen Town 
Thursday, March 23, for members of the eighth grades of 
Anna Junior High, Jonesboro and Lick Creek Schools.

The majority of Union County school children will 
enjoy their spring holiday commencing Friday, March 
24, and return to school Tuesday, April 4.

Fifteen of the sixteen members of the Anna City Fire 
Department enjoyed a late “Christmas” dinner Tuesday 
evening.

Davie School P.T.A. will meet Tuesday, March 21, at 
7:30 p.m. in the school gymnasium.

District I of the Veterans of World War I Inc. met Sun-
day, March 12, at the American Legion Hall.  There were 
95 Barracks and Auxiliary members present.

Political letters to the editor
All letters to the editor endorsing, opposing or 

pertaining to political candidates must be published as 
paid election letters. They will be subject to a publication 
fee of $50.

A paid election letter must be paid for by the 
writer. If the letter is paid for by another individual or 
organization, that information must be stated, according 
to election laws.

A letter must be signed and must contain the name 
of the person who wrote the letter, the writer’s address 
and the writer’s telephone number. The telephone 
number will not be published, but must be included for 
verification purposes.

The deadline to submit a paid election letter, and 
payment for the letter, is noon on the Thursday prior to 
publication of the letter. The newspaper reserves the 
right to edit a letter for clarity, brevity and legal purposes.

Annual testing of private wells encouraged
URBANA – A properly constructed and maintained 

water well can provide many years of trouble-free service.
But over time, wells can deteriorate or become dam-

aged, allowing surface contaminants to enter the water 
in the well. In addition, groundwater can become con-
taminated.

Safe drinking water is crucial. Public water systems 
must monitor water’s safety at least monthly. 

For private well owners, testing falls on the homeowner. 
University of Illinois Extension’s Doug Gucker recom-
mends annual inspections and testing. 

“Spring is the best time to test your well’s water,” 
Gucker says.

Illinois receives its largest amounts of rainfall from 
April through June. During periods of higher rainfall, 
surface water may pick up contaminants, such as bacteria, 
nitrates or pesticides.

“If the upper part of your well has any cracks or leaks, 
this contaminated water could find its way into your well,” 
says Gucker. “Additionally, you should test the well’s wa-
ter after the well has been opened, underwater, or in a fire.”

Annual testing for bacteria and nitrates is recom-
mended. Coliform bacteria levels are tested to monitor 
bacterial safety.

“These bacteria do not usually cause disease or illness, 
but its presence indicates surface contamination has found 
its way into your well, alerting you to the possibility other 
disease-causing organisms may be present.”

High nitrate levels in drinking water are a concern for 
children less than six months old. Nitrogen, in the form of 
nitrates, is a common contaminant in Illinois groundwater 
and likely caused by a malfunctioning septic system, ani-
mal manure, or runoff from farm fields. Coliform bacteria 
and nitrate testing can be done by most local Illinois public 
health departments. 

To find a local county health department, visit the Il-
linois Department of Public Health. (Union County is 
served by the Southern Seven Health Department.) 

“Consult your local health department to see if you 

should be testing for other contaminants, such as volatile 
organic compounds (fuels and oils) or heavy metals, 
Gucker says. “Certified labs can also test well water and 
may be your only option for certain chemicals.”

Careful water sampling is required to get accurate 
results from the water testing kit that you received from 
the local county health department or a certified lab. Read 
and follow all the instructions included in the testing kit, 
Gucker advises. 

More information about private well water testing can 
be found on the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, 
Well Water Testing website or by contacting a local health 
department or the Illinois Department of Public Health at 
217-782-5830.
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