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A rare no needles pine 
tree has been seen growing 
in Union County. The tree 
has produced one pine cone.

***
Union County Hospital 

Auxiliary plans to host “the 
non-event of the year”: an 
April Fool’s Day dance.

***
A proposal is under con-

sideration to proclaim the 
groundhog as Union Coun-
ty’s “official animal.”

***
Nearly all Union County 

taxing bodies are consider-
ing a proposal to eliminate 
property taxes.

***
Local officials are asking 

that everyone skip mowing 
their lawns during 2021. 
Officials have the support 
of local residents who were 
watching when some of 
their neighbors got mow-
ers out while there was still 
snow on the ground.

***
Plans to develop a new 

indoor stadium for the An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School football team 
are said to be moving for-
ward. 

***
Chariot races may be 

held at the Union County 
Fair.

***
A local group reportedly 

is planning to have an Eas-
ter egg hunt at midnight at 
the Anna City Park.

***
The National Weather 

Service says that it might 
rain cats, but no dogs, to-
day. This has led to a run 
on kitty litter.

(continued on page 497)
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Waterfowl biologists baffled
Waterfowl biologists are baffled by recent numerous reports of what appear 

to be “headless” Canada geese in the area. This one was seen on April 1 at a 
local farm pond. Biologists are trying to stay ahead of the many reports they 
are receiving about the birds. “We appear to be headed in the right direction” 
to solve the mystery, biologist Ichabod Crane said. The person who shared this 
photograph said this goose was in a flock of headless geese which somehow 
managed to find their way to the pond. The person added that the local farm 
pond, and the swampy land around it, are said to be the home of some really 
big fish, several panthers and the Big Muddy Monster. When asked about the 
location of the pond, the person just laughed and shook his head.

First Road-killed 
Armadillo Festival
planned April 1

It's alllivve!
An alert photographer 

captured a picture of an 
armadillo in the present 
tense one day recently 
in Union County.

Plans are being final-
ized for Union County’s 
first Road-killed Armadillo 
Festival. Organizers hope to 
make the festival an annual 
event.

The festival, planned on 
April 1, will celebrate an 
animal which most folks in 
Union County don’t ever 
get to see...alive at least. 

In keeping with the times, 
the Road-killed Armadillo 
Festival will be presented 
virtually – on the Zoom 
platform.

The event’s Zoom access 
code is shared on the Roa-
killed Armadillo Festival’s 
social media platforms. In-
formation also is available 
by calling BR-549 (ask for 
Junior) or 867-5309 (ask 
for Jenny, first name, Jenny, 
last name.)

The Zoom platform for 
the festival will offer some-
thing new – virtual aromas, 
courtesy of an easily down-
loadable app called Stinky. 

Thanks to Stinky, festi-
val “goers” will be able to 
take in the aroma of road-
killed armadillos...as fresh 
as might be smelled in the 
middle of the afternoon on 
a hot summer day.

One of highlights of the 
festival is scheduled to be a 
performance by The Dead 
Skunk in the Middle of the 
Road Band, which hails 
from Possum Trot, Ky.

The band will be per-
forming its hit song, “Born 
to be Run Over.” 

The Dead Skunk in the 
Middle of the Road Band is 
known for its eclectic, and, 
if the members have paid 
their utility bills, electric, 
fusion of bluegrass, hip 
hop, dubstep, funk, Ameri-

Special bouquet 
planned

Those who “attend” 
the fest ival  wi l l  be 
eligible to win a bouquet 
of road-killed daffodils.

cana, old time country and 
baroque sounds.

The festival is scheduled 
to feature a barbecued ar-
madillo cook off, which 
will be done at home, be-
cause nobody would want 
to be anywhere cooking 
that involves road-killed 
armadillos.

For those who might 
want to enter the cook off, 
one of the festival’s orga-
nizers shared a few tips.

Armadillo meat can be 
prepared just like rabbit, or 
chicken.

You cut the meat into 
pieces, rinse the pieces well 
in cold water. Place the 
pieces in a bowl of heavily 
salted water; marinate for 
12 to 24 hours before cook-
ing. Refrigerate the meat 
while it is marinating.

When it’s time to cook 
the meat, season it well. 
Then cook the meat like you 
would for chicken. 

If you choose to barbe-
cue the armadillo, do it the 
same way you would for 
chicken. And, as you prob-
ably guessed, armadillo 
tastes just like chicken.

Other attractions at the 
festival will include an arts 
and crafts fair, road-kill 
bingo, a silent auction and 
a fishing derby (participants 
can only use stinkbait). 

The Road-killed Arma-
dillo Festival also will fea-
ture an opportunity to win 
a bouquet of road-killed 
daffodils, freshly scraped 
off a local parking lot.

Rare critter
A rare striped skunk skink lizard once again has been spotted on April 1 in 

Union County. This figment of an overzealous imagination was seen near a 
local farm pond, just after a local angler caught a record-setting fresh water 
great white shark.

Headlines: Walruses 
in Wales; Whales in 
Walruses; Whales Wail

Headlines. Get your 
headlines here.

Read on, folks. Take a 
guess. Which of the follow-
ing headlines are “real”?

UFO report details “dif-
ficult to explain” sightings, 
says US ex-intelligence 
director

Young Female Twit-
ter Star Turns Out to Be 
50-Year-Old Man Using 
Deepfakes

New Orleans woman 
throws party to mark one 
year of road work in front 
of her house

Walrus spotted in Wales, 
days after one seen off 
Ireland

Toilet-invading iguanas 
among invasive species 

now banned in Florida
Inside the downfall of 

poop-testing startup uBi-
ome

The 50 Dumbest Things 
People Have Actually Post-
ed On the Internet

Marxist Vampire Com-
edy “Bloodsuckers” Sells 
to North America

Viral Conspiracy Theory 
Video Claims Humans De-
stroyed Mars in Nuclear 
War

Putin gets Covid jab but 
without cameras

Goalkeeper scores from 
own box in Portugal

Cooking sausages on 
lava from an erupting vol-
cano

(continued on page 53)

Election Day: Voting will be 
like it’s 1822 all over again

Voters can expect to see 
some big changes the next 
time they go to the polls in 
Union County.

Election officials have 
determined that the way 
things were done a long 
time ago when much better 
than what is done today.

With that mind, when 
voters go to cast ballots 
in the upcoming election, 
they can forget about us-
ing markers to fill in ovals 
with black ink and waiting 
for computers to tally the 
results.

Those who run the elec-
tions have decided to take 
a step back to the early 
1800s...1822 as a matter 
of fact.

A his tory of  Union 
County written a long time 
ago, back before there was 
Google and a laptop was 
the space on top of a lap, 
recalled the earliest local 
elections.

“The choice was made on 
the basis of personal likes 
and dislikes because the 
population was not large 
and most of the settlers had 
heard of each other since 
nearly all of them had trav-
elled over the same roads to 
arrive at their destination,” 
the author of the history 
wrote. Or not.

Local voters will have to 
travel on a road to Jones-
boro, because only one 
polling place will be open 
for the election. The polling 

place will be set up on the 
Jonesboro Square.

Once the voters get to the 
polls, they will be given a 
paper ballot the size of a 
baby quilt. 

The paper used for the 
ballots will be made of 
locally sourced materials 
grown in the Mississippi 
River bottomlands.

Names of candidates will 
be written in invisible ink 
across the top of each bal-
lot.

The names of voters will 
be written down the left 

side of the page. Opposite 
the voters name and under 
where the names of the can-
didates supposedly appear 
will be written the voter’s 
choice.

The voters will tell an 
election judge what candi-
date they want to vote for. A 
mark will be placed oppo-
site the voters’ names under 
the names of the candidate.

At the end of Election 
Day, ballots will be taken 
somewhere and, eventually, 
counted by hand. 

Find the squirrels!
Win big prizes*

Look for pictures of squirrels which will located 
throughout this week's paper.

*By "big prizes," we mean there really aren't any 
prizes. This is just a clever way to make readers look 
at every page in the paper, which, truth be told, you 
should be doing anyway. By the way, there might, or 
might not, actually be pictures of squirrels on other 
pages in this week's paper.
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Community College  

“Shawnee Community College has given me a head start with what I 
wanted to do in my career." - Connor W. -  SCC Transfer Student 

These are 
unusual times for 
everyone. Stop in 
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to get a loan for your igloo.
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A
nna-Jonesboro C

om
m

unity H
igh School students, faculty from

 January 1925
The U

nion C
ounty M

useum
 in C

obden has on exhibit a panoram
ic photo of A

nna-Jonesboro C
om

m
unity H

igh School students and faculty from
 January 1925. The photo w

as donated to the m
useum

 by Laura K
ubik of Freeport. H

er aunt, A
lice M

ichael, w
as a geom

etry teacher at A
-JC

H
S. The faculty 

m
em

bers in the photograph have been identified. B
eginning w

ith the person m
arked w

ith an “X” (near the center of the photograph) are M
r. R

endlem
an, coach; M

iss B
arton, algebra; M

r. Loom
is, general science; Eunice Youngert, Latin and French; M

r. B
ottenfield, principal; M

iss M
ann, history; M

r. A
ldridge, 

m
usic; A

lice M
ichael, geom

etry; M
rs. B

uck, English; M
rs. A

ldridge, dram
atics; H

elen D
illow

, office girl; M
iss K

arraker, hom
e econom

ics; M
rs. Sanders, English; M

r. C
obb, agriculture and M

iss C
raw

ford, English. The photo is part of an exhibit titled “R
ecent A

cquisitions” at the m
useum

. O
ther item

s in 
the display include photos from

 Tunnel H
ill School, a collection of N

ative A
m

erican artifacts found near M
ountain G

len, a pair of C
obden H

igh School spoons and other item
s recently donated to the m

useum
. The m

useum
 is located in dow

ntow
n C

obden, along South A
ppleknocker. M

useum
 hours are 

scheduled from
 1 p.m

. to 5 p.m
. on Saturday and Sunday. 

News Notes
(continued from page 1)

The Union County animal con-
trol program has a new vehicle...
with a big help from the folks at 
Coad’s.

***
The Union County Board of 

Commissioners last Friday morn-
ing approved an annual appropria-
tion of $40,000 to the University 
of Illinois Extension program.

***
Shawnee Community College 

has announced plans to have an in-
person “rolling commencement” 
ceremony on Friday evening, May 
14. Commencement will be held 
in two on-campus locations.

***
The deadline is Friday, April 

2, to place orders for the Union 
County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District’s spring season fish 
sale. Orders will be picked up on 
April 17.

*** 
Registration for the Blue Dol-

phins swim team is planned April 
20 and April 22 at Master’s Choice 
in Anna. Hours are scheduled 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. each day.

***
Union County government is 

welcoming a request for bids for 
information technology services 
and a request for proposals for 
copying and printing solutions. 
The deadline is April 7 to submit 
bids for both requests.

***
Looks like the Cache River 

Disc Golf Club will be having a 
disc golf league during April and 
May. Play is scheduled at the disc 
golf courses in Cobden and Anna.

***
Southern Seven Head Start 

had activities to commemorate 
National Child and Adult Care 
Food Program Week, which was 
March 14-20.

***
During March, children en-

rolled at Southern Seven Head 
Start centers practiced severe 
storm safety.  Students were in-
structed in how to protect them-
selves from debris and steps 
to take to keep them and their 
families safe.

Enforcement patrols planned
Illinois State Police Dis-

trict 22 is planning to con-
duct alcohol countermea-
sure enforcement patrols in 
Union County during April.

Capt. Michael Alvey, the 
commander of District 22, 
announced plans for the 
details.

State police said the use 
of the patrols allow them 
to focus on preventing, de-
tecting and taking enforce-
ment action in response to 
violations associated with 
impaired driving and illegal 
transportation or consump-
tion of alcohol or drugs.

The state police have 
zero tolerance for impaired 
driving in Illinois. 

Officers working the 
roadside safety checks will 
be watchful for drivers who 
are operating vehicles in 
an unsafe manner, driving 

with a suspended or re-
voked driver’s license and 
transporting open alcoholic 
beverages.

Officers especially will 
be watching for the follow-
ing violations:

Driving under the influ-
ence, safety belt and child 
restraint use, speeding and 
all Illinois Vehicle Code 
and criminal violations.

The state police noted 
that alcohol and drug im-
pairment is a factor in more 
than 30 percent of all fatal 
motor vehicle crashes in 
Illinois.

Throughout the United 
States, nearly 10,000 peo-
ple die each year due to 
alcohol-impaired driving. 

The project is funded 
through the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation.



THE GAZETTE-DEMOCRAT
The Talk And Cobden Review  •  Serving Union County Since 1849

Thursday, April 1, 2021             Anna, Illinois              ©2021 Reppert Publications               $1.00            Volume 172, Number 16

News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Happy April Fool’s Day.  
You are looking at the “real” 
page one for this week.

***
Be sure to look for some 

“special” April Fool’s Day 
ads in this week’s paper. No 
kidding.

***
Looking ahead...April 

Fool’s Day in the year 2049 
again will fall on a Thurs-
day. We are planning a 
special edition of the pa-
per to coincide with The 
Gazette-Democrat’s 200th 
anniversary.

***
No fooling...there’s a 

chance for frost on Friday 
and Saturday mornings.

***
On a more serious note: 

Happy Easter to all of our 
readers.

***
A flood warning con-

tinues for the Mississippi 
River at Cape Girardeau 
until late Friday night and 
for the Big Muddy River 
near Murphysboro until 
Thursday morning, today.

***
The Union County area 

was under a tornado watch 
Thursday afternoon and 
evening, March 25.

***
Union County Chamber 

of Commerce and Econom-
ic Development’s annual 
gala is planned Friday eve-
ning, April 2, at Havisham 
House in Alto Pass.

***
PAWS is planning to 

have its annual fish fry Fri-
day evening, April 2, with 
carry-out orders that will be 
picked up at the back door 
of Lou’s Room in Anna.

***
The United Methodist 

Church in Anna invites 
the community to attend a 
Good Friday service which 
is planned at 7 p.m. on April 
2. Social distancing will be 
in place and masks need to 
be worn.

***
From what we under-

stand, a fair number of 
folks from the northern part 
of Illinois are heading to 
Southern Illinois to obtain 
COVID-19 vaccines.

(continued on page 2)

Tuesday, April 6, Election Day in county

Anna Kiwanis Club hosts Easter egg hunt
The Anna Kiwanis Club hosted its annual Easter egg hunt last Saturday morning. The egg hunt was held on a sunny and mild 

early spring day at the Anna City Park. The Easter bunny was on hand to greet the young...and young at heart.

Easter Sunday celebration

Sunrise service planned at Bald Knob
The 85th annual Easter 

sunrise service is planned 
Sunday morning, April 4, 
at the landmark Cross of 
Peace on Bald Knob Moun-
tain near Alto Pass. The ser-
vice is scheduled to begin at 
6:30 a.m.

The gates will open at 5 
a.m. Handicap parking and 
on-site golf cart shuttles 
will be available. 

Worship leaders for the 
service are scheduled to be 
Chris Parton and Kevin and 
Tricia Edwards, along with 
a worship band.

Two food trucks will be 
on site during the event, 
with the Cold Blooded 
Coffee Co. of Murphysboro 
serving a specially roasted 
blend and Drizzle Mini 
Donuts of Marion donating 
20 percent of its proceeds to 
the Cross of Peace.

A history of the Cross 
of Peace posted online at 
baldknobcross.com recalls 
the origins of the landmark 
structure’s development...
and the first sunrise service.

“In 1937, Wayman Pre-

sley, a native of Jackson 
County in Southern Illinois 
was walking and convers-
ing with Reverend W.H. 
Lirely,” the story begins.

“The two spoke about 
the need for a place where 
people of all denominations 
could gather for worship.

“As they pondered the 
possibilities, their atten-
tion was drawn to nearby 
Bald Knob in rural Union 
County. Bald Knob stands 
prominently at over 1,000 
feet above sea level in the 
beautiful Illinois Ozark 
Mountains.

“What came out of that 
initial conversation was the 
first Easter Sunrise service 
in 1937. There was a small,  
but enthusiastic crowd of 
250 in attendance. Atten-
dance grew the following 
year into the thousands.”

The popularity of the 
service led to a plan to 
purchase site atop Bald 
Knob Mountain...and the 
construction of the Cross 
of Peace, a landmark which 
stands 111 feet tall.

Union County landmark
The landmark Cross of Peace on Bald Knob 

Mountain near Alto Pass. File photo.

Polling places are set for 
the Tuesday, April 6, elec-
tion in Union County. 

Polls are scheduled to 
be open from 6 a.m. until 7 
p.m. on Election Day.

Anna 1 and 2 Precincts
Union County Clerk 

Lance Meisenheimer has 
announced a change in the 
normal polling place for 
Anna 1 and 2 precincts.

The county clerk said 
that the normal polling 
place for the Anna 1 and 
2 precincts, known as the 
Main Street Center (the 
old Sunshine Inn building), 
located at 400 S. Main St. in 
Anna, will be occupied by 
the Southern Seven Health 

Department on Election 
Day for a COVID-19 vac-
cination clinic. 

The polling location 
will be moved to the First 
Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church, located across the 
street at 315 South St., 
Anna, and will be in the 
fellowship hall on the first 
floor. 

“We will have signs up 
at the Main Street Center 
to direct voters to the fel-
lowship hall and signs at 
the fellowship hall to advise 
where the polls for Anna 
1 and 2 are now located,” 
Meisenheimer said.

Anyone with questions 
can contact the county 

clerk’s office at 833-5711.
Other polling places in 

Union County follow:
Anna 3 and 4: Anna City 

Hall community room, 103 
Market St., Anna. 

Anna 5 and 6: Nazarene 
Church, 100 Kirk St., Anna.

Anna 7: Jo-Co Pools, 
1009 Enterprise Dr., Anna.

Jonesboro 1 and 2: First 
Baptist Church, 201 W. 
Walnut St., Jonesboro.

Jonesboro 3: Jonesboro 
Fire Station, 102 W. Market 
St., Jonesboro.

Cobden 1 and 2: First 
Baptist Church, 200 S. 
Walker St., Cobden.

Dongola 1 and 2: Com-
munity center, 105 Oak St., 

Dongola.
Alto Pass: New Alto Pass 

civic center, 19 Elm St., 
Alto Pass.

Mill Creek: Mill Creek 
Baptist Church, 8525 State 
Route 127 South, Mill 
Creek.

Balcom: Big Creek Bap-
tist Church, 485 Big Creek 
Church Rd., near Anna.

Lick Creek: Lick Creek 
School, 7355 Lick Creek 
Rd., between Anna and Lick 
Creek.

Stokes: Camp Ground 
Church, 50 Tunnel Ln., east 
of Anna.

Union: Wolf Lake Com-
munity Center, 4720 State 
Route 3N, Wolf Lake.

Change noted for Anna 1, 2 polling place

Tuesday, April 6, is Elec-
tion Day in Union County. 
Voters will be casting bal-
lots in municipal, board of 
education, library board and 
community college board 
elections.

Polling places are sched-
uled to be open from 6 a.m. 
until 7 p.m. on Election 
Day.

A tax issue “public ques-
tion” also is on the ballot in 
Dongola. 

Very few contested rac-
es have developed in the 
spring 2021 election season 
in Union County.

Here’s a look at the var-
ious elections in Union 
County which are on the 
ballot, along with the can-
didates who are running:

City of Jonesboro
Mayor: Ken Blandford, 

incumbent.
City clerk:  Barbara 

Casper, incumbent.
City treasurer: Shelly 

Pender, incumbent.
Ward One alderman: Bart 

Hileman, incumbent.
Ward Two alderman: 

Steven E. Haldeman and 
Jeremiah Johnson are on 
the ballot. Haldeman is the 
incumbent.

Ward Three alderman: 
Kenneth P. Carlson, in-
cumbent.

Village Alto Pass
Village trustee, four-year 

term: Julie Buck, Stephen 
W. Grimmer and Katrina 
Renzaglia are on the ballot. 
Three positions are open.

Village trustee, unex-
pired two-year term: Dustin 
Knop is the only candidate 
on the ballot.

Village of Cobden
Village president: Paul Z. 

Tomazzoli, incumbent.
Village clerk: Karen M. 

Winzenburger, incumbent.
Village trustee: Dennis 

Maze, Jean A. Britt, Molly 
Beckley, Austin Sellars and 
Klay Greenwood are on the 
ballot. Three positions are 
open. Maze, Britt and Sel-
lars are incumbents.

Village of Dongola
Village president: Grego-

ry Corzine, incumbent.
Village trustee: Dil-

lon Duckworth, Donavan 
Wright, Leonard Beszczyn-
ski. Wright and Beszczyn-
ski are incumbents. Three 
positions are open.

Village of Mill Creek
Village president: Amy 

Kram.
Village trustee: Loretta 

Walls, Ronnie Laster and 
Melissa Laster are on the 

ballot. Four positions are 
open.

Public Question
Village of Dongola
Shall the corporate au-

thorities of the Village of 
Dongola be authorized to 
levy a Non-Home Rule 
Municipal Retailer’s Oc-
cupation Tax at the rate 
of 1 percent for municipal 
operations through July 
1, 2030, and a Non-Home 
Rule Municipal Service 

Occupation Tax at a rate of 
1 percent for expenditures 
on municipal operations, 
expenditures on public in-
frastructure, or property 
tax relief?

Yes
No
Library Districts
Dongola Library Dis-

trict
Library trustee, full six-

year term: Breanna Lingle 
and Leslie Treat are on the 

ballot. Two positions are 
open.

Library trustee, unex-
pired four-year term: Alice 
K. Wendling. All of those 
on the ballot are incum-
bents.

Stinson Memorial Li-
brary District

Library trustee, full six-
year term: John L. Hughey, 
Don Burnett and Misty 
Yates are on the ballot. All 
three are incumbents. Three 

positions are open.
Library trustee, unex-

pired two-year term: No 
candidates filed.

Educational Service 
Region, Regional Board 
30

Members of the Regional 
Board of School Trustees 
(Alexander, Jackson, Perry, 
Pulaski and Union Coun-
ties)

(continued on page 6)
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Host A-J falls to Mt. Carmel
Mt.Carmel defeated  host 

Anna-Jonesboro 41-8 in 
high school football Friday 
night, March 26.

“They were a very, very 
good football team,” A-J 
football head coach Brett 
Detering said. “We felt like 
they were a strong team for 
us and a tough matchup. 
And, they showed they 
were a good playoff team 
from last year.”  

After the Wildcats were 
forced to punt on their 
opening drive, the Golden 
Aces went to work offen-
sively.

Zeke Hadra scored a 
touchdown on a 12-yard 
run after a three play drive.

The extra point kick was 
good and Mt. Carmel led 
7-0 with 8:27 remaining in 
the opening quarter.

The Wildcats came back 
to pick up a first down, 
but were forced to punt at 
midfield.

Blayne Sisson then 
caught a long pass from 
quarterback Cole Broster. 
On the following play, Beau 
Stipp scored on an 11-yard 
pass from Broster.

The extra point kick was 
good and the Golden Aces 
led 14-0 with 3:39 remain-
ing in the opening quarter.

Zack Allen then inter-
ecepted a pass from A-J 
quarterback Carson Pen-

gress and raced 89 yards 
for a TD.

The extra point kick was 
good and Mt. Carmel was 
ahead 21-0 with 2:40 left  
in the first quarter.

The first quarter end-
ed when Caleb Norrick 
returned a punt deep into 
Wildcat territory.

Hadra then scored on the 
openng play of the second 
quarter. Mt. Carmel led 
28-0 with 11:53 remaining 
until half.

Nathan Plott then saved 
a Mt. Carmel TD when he 
caught Sisson from behind 
near the A-J goal line.

However,  the  dr ive 
stalled when the Golden 
Aces fumbled on the 1-yard 
line and Eli Pecord recov-
ered for the Wildcats.

A-J was then stopped on 
a fourth down and short 
yardage play and Mt. Carm-
el’s offense took over again.

Two plays later, Broster 
connected with Allen for a 
17-yard TD pass. The extra  
point kick was off and the 
Golden Aces led 34-0 with 
5:43 remaining in the first 
half.

The Wildcats had an in-
complete pass on the fourth 
down to end their final 
offensive drive of the first 
half.

Two plays later, Broster 
connected with Allen for a 

41-yard TD pass. The extra 
point kick was good and the 
Golden Aces finished their 
scoring for the game with 
29.8 seconds remaining in 
the first half.

Mt. Carmel’s first drive 
in the second half ended 
with a fumble that Nate 
Baggott recovered. Howev-
er, A-J then fumbled on the 
first play afterwards.

After the Golden Aces 
were halted on a fourth 
and short yardage play, the 
Wildcats’ offense finally got 
rolling.

Following an 8-play 
drive, backup quarterback 
Gavin Osman scored on a 
1-yard run. Mt. Carmel was 
offsides on the attempted 
extra point kick and A-J 
decided to run for the score. 
Josh Davis then scored on 
the extra point run and the 
Wildcats were on the score-
board for the first time this 
season with 33 seconds re-
maining in the third quarter.

The game was a stale-
mate in the fourth quarter 
and A-J’s offense moved 
to midfield when the game 
ended.

Davis led the rushing for 
the Wildcats with 31 yards 
in 5 carries, followed by 
Pengress with 24 yards on 
5  carries, Johnson 22 yards 
on 8 carries and Stokes 20 
yards on 6 carries.

“Our coverage is going 
to  have to be better,” Deter-
ing said. “Hopefully, we’ll 
continue to get better as the 
season goes along.”   

Wildcats
look for win
at Du Quoin

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
football team will attempt 
to record its first win of the 
season as it travels to South-
ern Illinois River-to-River 
Conference Mississippi Di-
vision foe Du Quoin Friday 
for a  7 p.m. start.

“It’s certainly a tough 
place to play,” A-J football 
coach Brett Detering said. 
“It doesn’t get much easier 
this week.”

The Wildcats are 0-2 and 
the Indians improved to 1-1 
after a 58-0 win this past 
Friday over Sparta.

Quarterbacking the Indi-
ans is senior Noah Gates, 
6-1, 180 pounds.

Some top running back   
threats for Du Quoin are 
seniors Lane Bauman, 5-10, 
180 pounds, and Konner 
Harris, 5-7, 200 pounds, 
and junior Damian Henry, 
5-10, 340 pounds.

Top receivers are seniors 
Wade Roberson, 6-2, 175 
pounds, and Owen Bradley,  
6-0, 190 pounds.

The Anna-Jonesboro/
Cobden high school co-op 
boys’ soccer team posted a 
3-1 record in recent action. 

A-J/Cobden 2, Marion 
0: Nick McGrath and Mad-
dox Thorpe scored a goal 
apiece to lead A-J/Cobden 
to the win over visiting 
Marion Monday, March 29.

Goal keeper Bryce Hen-
ry played 80 minutes and 
recorded 15 saves.

A-J/Cobden 2, Car-
terville 1: Nick McGrath 
scored a goal to lead visit-
ing A-J/Cobden to the win 
Saturday, March 27.

Romeo Godinez scored 
the other goal for the win-
ners on a penalty kick.

A-J/Cobden boys' soccer 
team posts 3-1 record

Bryce Henry was the 
goal keeper and had 11 
saves.

Pinckneyville 1, A-J 
0: Henry was the goal 
keeper and had 10 saves 
in the loss at home Friday, 
March 26.

A-J/Cobden 2, Mur-
physboro 1: Ethan Carver 
and Angel Olvera scored 
a goal apiece in the sea-
son-opening win for vis-
itng A-J/Cobden Tuesday, 
March 23.

Henry was the goal keep-
er and had 7 saves.

A-J/Cobden, 3-1, plays 
again Thursday, today at 
home against Carterville 
and Saturday at Harrisburg.

A-J players
honored

Two players from the An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School girls’ basket-
ball team have been named 
to the Southern Illinois Riv-
er-to-River Conference’s 
Mississippi Division team.

A-J’s Jaley Watkins 
earned first team honors. 
Anna Hess was named to 
the second team. Both are 
seniors.

Disc golf tournament played in Cobden
Twenty-eight players participated in a disc golf tournament which was played last Saturday in Cobden. 

The tournament was played at the disc golf course at the Cobden Community Park. The event was a 
36-hole random draw doubles tournament. Proceeds generated by the tournament will help to support 
the Cobden disc golf course.

Grand Chain Library plans
to offer springtime activities

After a long winter, the 
Grand Chain Library is 
open with springtime ac-
tivities. 

“Story Time”: The li-
brary is once again offering 
“Story Time,” with activ-
ities for pre-kindergarten 
and home-schooled chil-
dren, on the third Monday 
of each month at 10 a.m. 

Stories, activities and 
refreshments are scheduled. 
Children are asked to bring 
a parent or guardian with 
them.

Open House: The library 
encourages visitors to ask 
about activities when they 
attend an open house which 
is planned from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Saturday, April 3.

The Grand Chain Library 
has a new home at 302 W. 
2nd St., in the former Chris-
tian Church building.

E a s t e r  E g g  H u n t : 
Grand Chain Library, with 
help from the Shawnee 
Unit of Home Extension, 
plans to host an Easter 
egg hunt on Saturday, 
April 3, beginning at 2 
p.m. at the Congregational 
Church pavilion.  The Eas-
ter bunny will be there for 
pictures.

Chicken Dinner: Mem-
bers of the library board are 
also preparing a chicken 
dinner in the basement of 
the library, eat in or carry 
out, from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. Orders can be placed 
by calling 618-521-8650 or 
618-638-4569.

Library Hours: Library 
hours are scheduled on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
with Mondays and Satur-
days for special events.

IDNR accepting applications
for several grant programs

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, is  accepting appli-
cations for grants through 
several different programs.

Applications are being 
accepted for the Volun-
teer Fire Assistance Pro-
gram, the Special Wildlife 
Funds Wildlife Preservation 
Fund-Wildlife Rehabilita-
tion Facilities Program and 
the State Furbearer Fund.

Each grant program has 
specific eligibility criteria, 
project guidelines, applica-
tion guidelines and scoring 
criteria.

Volunteer Fire Assistance 
grants provide federal fund-
ing to fire departments serv-
ing populations of 10,000 
or less for equipment and 
training. 

Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Facilities grants offer up to 
$2,000 per year per project 
in state funding for im-
provements to rehabilitation 
facilities that are licensed 
to care for endangered and 
threatened species. 

The State Furbearer Fund 
awards grants to non-profits 
or universities for projects 
improving furbearer habi-
tats, projects for purposes 
of furbearer surveys or 
investigations, and projects 
for educating hunters, trap-
pers and the general public 
about furbearers. 

Potential applicants for 
all of the programs can 
find more information on 
the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources website 
at https://www2.illinois.
gov/dnr/grants/Pages/de-
fault.aspx.

Hunter safety
course planned

An Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, hunter safety ed-
ucation course is planned 
Friday and Saturday, April 
9-10, at the First Evangel-
ical Presbyterian Church’s 
Main Street Center in Anna. 
The church is located at 315 
South St.

Hours for the course are 
scheduled from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on April 9 and from 7 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on April 10. 
Students must attend both 
classes.

Masks will be mandatory 
for those who attend the 
course.

A 1996 state law requires 
all hunters born on or after 
Jan. 1, 1980, to successfully 
complete a hunter educa-
tion course before they can 
receive their first hunting 
license.

Participants will be asked 
to provide their Social Se-
curity number at the time of 
the class.

For more information 
about the course, call 618-
697-0286.

Firewood 
available at
Giant City

Residents of Union and 
Jackson counties can collect 
firewood from designated 
areas within Giant City 
State Park near Makanda. 

The opportunity to col-
lect firewood at the park 
began March 24.

 Site staff recently re-
moved hazard and ash trees, 
which are impacted by the 
emerald ash borer, from the 
campgrounds and day use 
areas of the park.  

Officials noted that while 
the firewood is free, a permit 
and waiver must be filled 
out before firewood can be 
removed from the park.

Forms are available at the 
visitors center at the park, 
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
daily. Only two permits are 
allowed per individual. 

Firewood will be avail-
able through April 30. For 
more information contact 
Giant City State Park visi-
tors center, which is located 
at 235 Giant City Rd. near 
Makanda, phone 618-457-
4836.
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Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

16-20G

Dreaming Up the Ideal
Retirement Is Your Job.
Helping You Get There Is Ours.
To learn more about why Edward Jones makes sense 
for you, call my office today.

16GP

Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Way to go Appleknockers!

Congratulations to the Cobden 
High School boys' basketball 

team on an undefeated 
season!

15P16G

Easter Egg Hunt
Jonesboro

First Baptist Church
Saturday, April 3 at 1 p.m.

April 10 - Rain Date

201 W. Walnut Street
Jonesboro • 833-7981
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - Noon

Grab Bag Treats for All
Children Birth to 6th Grade
Children under 5 must be accompanied by an adult.

(continued from page 1)
No candidates filed for 

the two positions which 
are open.

School Districts, Boards 
of Education

Lick Creek Community 
Consolidated School Dis-
trict No. 16

Board of education, full 
four-year term: Thomas 
Corbit, Josh Schlenker and 
Dawn M. Turner are on the 
ballot. All three are incum-
bents. Three positions are 
open.

Anna Community Con-
solidated School District 
No. 37

Board of education, two-
year unexpired term: No 
candidates filed.

Board of education, full, 
four-year term: Pam Nee-
dling, Joshua Gooden and 
Tracee L. Foley are on the 
ballot. Needling and Foley 
are incumbents. Three posi-
tions are open.

Cobden Unit School 
District No. 17

Board of education, full, 
four-year term: Debra Pen-
rod, Charles R. Stewart, 
Jeanne Brumleve, Robert 
Phillippe and Kim Howell 
are on the ballot. Penrod, 
Brumleve and Howell are 
incumbents. Four positions 
are open.

Jonesboro Community 
Consolidated School Dis-
trict No. 43

Board of education, full, 
four-year term: Michael 
Penninger, Daryl Barn-
hart, Josh Kelley and Justin 
Barlow are on the ballot. 
Penninger and Barnhart are 
incumbents. Four positions 
are open.

Dongola Community 
Unit School District No. 
84

Board of education, full, 
four-year term: Dana W. 
Eddleman, Cherie Wright 
and Philip Miller are on 
the ballot. All three are in-

cumbents. Three positions 
are open.

Shawnee Community 
Unit School District No. 
84

Board of education, full, 
four-year term: Melissa 
Criddle, Jason Stegle and 
Mindy Livesay are on the 
ballot. Criddle and Stegle 
are incumbents. 

Space is available on the 
ballot for a write-in vote.
Four positions are open.

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School Dis-
trict No. 81

Board of education, un-
expired two-year term: No 
candidates filed. Space is 
available on the ballot for 
a write-in vote.

Board of education, full, 
four-year term: Kyle Vos-
burgh, Lenore M. Ashby 
and Tim McGrath are on the 
ballot. Ashby and McGrath 
are incumbents. Three posi-
tions are open.

Shawnee Community 
District No. 531

Board of trustees mem-
ber, 6-year term; April 
Moore, James Darden and 
John L. Windings are on the 
ballot. Darden and Wind-
ings are incumbents. Three 
positions are open.

Board of trustees mem-
ber, unexpired two-year 
term: Steven Etter and Deb-
orah Shelton-Yates are on 
the ballot. Etter has served 
as a student trustee.

The ballot also features 
elections for neighboring 
governing bodies, includ-
ing: 

Members of the Regional 
Board of School Trust-
ees Board 21, the Bun-
combe Consolidated School 
District No. 43 Board of 
Education, the Cypress 
Elementary School District 
No. 64 Board of Education, 
the Lake of Egypt Water 
District Board and the Lake 
of Egypt Fire Protection 
District. 

Election Day

Child Abuse Prevention Month commemorated in April

Donations 
for kids
accepted

Throughout the month 
of April, the Union Coun-
ty circuit clerk’s office in 
Jonesboro is planning to 
collect items in support of 
Child Abuse Prevention 
Month. 

Items that are collected 
will be donated to the Il-
linois Department of Chil-
dren and Family Services, 
DCFS, in Union County. 

Some of the items which 
DCFS has requested for 
children of all ages include:

Socks and underwear. 
Deodorant, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes, sensitive skin 
soap.

Wet wipes. Hair brushes 
and combs. Hand sanitizer.  
Kid friendly DVDs. Local 
restaurant gift cards.

Items can be dropped 
off at the Union County 
Courthouse, which is lo-
cated at 309 W. Market St. 
in Jonesboro, between the 
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

For more information, 
contact the Union County 
circuit clerk’s office at 618-
833-5913. 

Since 1983, when April 
was designated as Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, 
communities across the 
country have used this 
month-long observance to 
increase awareness of child 
abuse and its prevention.  

Now in its 11th year, 
the Union County Child 
Abuse Prevention, UCCAP, 
Coalition, formerly known 
as the WIBH Blue Rib-
bons for Kids Campaign, is 
asking all residents to join 
together once again to end 
child abuse and neglect in 
the county. 

Kickoff Event Planned

A Union County Child 
Abuse Prevention Month 
kickoff event is planned 
Thursday, today.

The event is scheduled 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Union 
County Courthouse in 
Jonesboro.

Organizers asked ahead 
of time that in order to abide 
by CDC guidelines related 
to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, only two indi-
viduals come from agencies 
which were planning to par-
ticipate in the kickoff event.

Those who were plan-
ning to attend also were 
being asked to wear a mask 

to observe social distancing 
guidelines.

Local Efforts
UCCAP is comprised of 

members from local child 
service agencies, schools, 
daycare centers, churches, 
county and city officials, 
law enforcement and first 
responders, medical facili-
ties and businesses.

After reviewing the child 
abuse and neglect data re-
ported for fiscal year to 
date (FYTD) 2020 to FYTD 
2021 by the Illinois De-
partment of Children and 
Family Services, IDCFS, a 
growing concern focuses on 

the accuracy of the number 
of reported cases in the 
Southern Region of the 
state, which includes Union 
County. 

According to the IDCFS 
report, the Southern Region 
reported 2,979 cases of 
confirmed family reports 
of child abuse in 2021 and 
5,604 cases in 2020; a de-
crease of 47 percent.  

Of those, the number 
of confirmed child sexual 
abuse victims dropped by 
68 percent during the same 
time period, from 648 to 
205. 

Normally, low confirmed 
cases would indicate that 
families and community 
members were highly in-
strumental in preventing 
child abuse and neglect in 
the region.  

However, because of 
COVID-19, many teach-
ers, caregivers and family 
members are not observing 
children as often – possibly 
resulting in reduced inter-
vention and undocumented 
cases.

“We are truly in unprec-
edented times. The COVID 
19 pandemic has taken a toll 
on each of us and continues 
to impact our children and 
families. We’ve all experi-
enced increased stress and 
disruption in our normal 
routines,” said Denise Mc-
Caffrey, executive director 
of Prevent Child Abuse 
Illinois. 

“This year more than 
ever, it is important that 
we raise awareness about 
child abuse prevention and 
create positive supports for 

parents and caregivers. 
“April is the perfect time 

to share the message that 
all children deserve happy, 
healthy childhoods and 
we all have a responsibil-
ity and a role in protecting 
children.” 

UCCAP encourages 
everyone to take part in 
child abuse prevention in 
ways that include support-
ing programs and services 
which help families, offer 
to baby-sit, donate used 
children’s clothing, furni-
ture and toys, and linking 
families to needed services 
and opportunities to help 
them thrive, and report 
any child abuse concerns 
you have to the Illinois 
Child Abuse Hotline at 
800-25-ABUSE (22873).  
All calls are anonymous. 

Community members 
also can advocate against 
child abuse this April by 

displaying blue ribbons or 
bows, which are traditional 
symbols of child abuse 
awareness, around trees or 
pinned to their clothing. 

Organizers said that com-
munity members can place 
a blue pinwheel for preven-
tion, the national symbol 
for child abuse and neglect 
prevention, in their yard.  

Everyone also is invited 
to join others on April 9 
for “Go Blue Day.” Con-
nect with fellow advocates 
by sharing your photos 
using #GoBlueIllinois and 
#GreatChildhoods.  

To learn more about child 
abuse prevention and how 
you can become involved, 
contact the Union County 
Child Abuse Prevention 
Committee at 618-697-
4828 and on Facebook 
or contact Prevent Child 
Abuse Illinois at 217-522-
1129, www.preventchilda-
buseillinois.org. 

County board issues proclamation
April has been recog-

nized as Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month in Union 
County.

A resolution proclaim-
ing the observance was 
unanimously approved by 
the Union County Board of 
Commissioners in March.

The proclamation reads 
that “child abuse and ne-
glect is a complex and on-
going problem in our soci-
ety, affecting many children 
in Union County...

“...every child is entitled 
to be loved, cared for, nur-
tured, feel secure and be 
free from verbal, sexual, 
emotional and physical 
abuse, and neglect...

“...it is the responsibility 

of every adult who comes in 
contact with a child to pro-
tect that child’s inalienable 
right to a safe and nurturing 
childhood...

“...Union County has 
dedicated individuals and 
organizations who work 
daily to counter the problem 
of child maltreatment and 
to help parents obtain the 
assistance they need...

“...our communities are 
stronger when all citizens 
become aware of child 
maltreatment prevention 
and become involved in 
supporting parents to raise 
their children in a safe and 
nurturing environment...

“...effective child abuse 
prevention programs suc-

ceed because of partner-
ships among families, 
social service agencies, 
schools, religious and civic 
organizations, law enforce-
ment agencies and the busi-
ness community.”

The proclamation urged 
all citizens, community 
agencies, faith organiza-
tions and businesses to 
join in working together to 
increase efforts to support 
families.

Weather
High 77, low 31;
light frost recorded

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 77 degrees 
to a low of 31 during the 
period of March 23-29 in 
the Union County area.

Light frost was recorded 
on the morning of March 
29.

Precipitation during the 
period included .13 of an 
inch of rain on March 23, 
.37 of an inch of rain on 
March 25, .02 of an inch of 
rain on March 27 and .01 of 
an inch of rain on March 28.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, March 23     62 53
Wednesday, March 24 72 47
Thursday, March 25    63 48
Friday, March 26        65 44
Saturday, March 27    77 41
Sunday, March 28       59 36
Monday, March 29     65 31



These properties have been placed in the custody of the State Treasurer, to whom all further claims must be directed. Information regarding the  
amount or description of the property and the name and address of the holder may be obtained by any persons possessing an interest in the property at  
www.illinoistreasurer.gov, 877-581-3689, or by addressing an inquiry to the State Treasurer: Illinois State Treasurer’s Office, Unclaimed Property Division,  
PO Box 19495, Springfield, IL 62794-9495. Printed by the authority of the State of Illinois.

I-CASH BY THE NUMBERS

Reported to Treasurer’s Office 9/1/20 – 2/28/21

Reports 14,360 
Properties 984,758 
Cash $205,224,849 
Shares 6,889,186   

Returned to Owners 9/1/20 – 2/28/21
 

Number of paid claims 90,847 
Cash and share value returned  $102,685,244.21 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT US AT
unclaimedproperty@illinoistreasurer.gov or 877-581-3689

To find out if you have cash or property, 
visit www.illinoistreasurer.gov/icash.

If you do not have access to the internet to 
search for unclaimed property, a computer 

may be available at your  
local public library.

ADULTS DISCOVER PROPERTY TO 
CLAIM WHEN THEY SEARCH

ILLINOISTREASURER.GOV/ICASH

THE ILLINOIS STATE TREASURER’S I-CASH
PROGRAM WANTS TO RETURN OVER

$3.5 Billion
TO OWNERS

The following is a list of winners of the
Easter Ham Contest from The

Gazette-Democrat, Hometown Grocery
and Union County Market:

 WINNERS SPONSORS
 Dori Bigler Salon Euphoria, LLC
 Suzie Murray Farmer's State Bank
 Jesse W. Lowe The Enchanted Garden
 Keeley Wright Rod's Towing
 Brenda Childers Cobden Auto Repair
 Ken Blandford Anna Tire & Auto
 Claudia Leslie Anna State Bank
 Dana Eddleman SI Builder Supply, LLC
 Diana Holmes Cardinal Corner
 Tammy Williams Gurley & Son
 Paul Grove A&G Automotive
 Lana Livesay SIEC
 Luis Hurtado  1st State Bank - Dongola
 Ella Earnhart Hometown Grocery 
 Wilma Hoyle Union County Market

16GNC
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Ranger station temporarily closed
The U.S. Forest Service announced that beginning March 22, the Shawnee 

National Forest Mississippi Bluffs Ranger Station in Jonesboro was 
temporarily closed due to staff shortages. Forest Service offices in Vienna and 
Harrisburg will continue to provide at-the-door service to the public during 
normal business hours of Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The 
Forest Service reported that the ranger station in Jonesboro would continue 
to provide free visitor information in its outside information kiosk. Further 
information is available by contacting the Hidden Springs Ranger Station 
in Vienna at 618-658-2111 or the Shawnee National Forest headquarters in 
Harrisburg at 618-253-7114. Information also is available on Shawnee National 
Forest website at www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee. 

Anna Junior High School students 
involved with anti-vaping campaign

The Arrowleaf human 
services organization has 
announced the recent 
launch of an anti-vaping 
campaign at Anna Junior 
High School.

“We wish youth vaping 
wasn’t an issue and we 
didn’t need the campaign 
but it’s a great opportunity 
to make a positive change,” 
substance use prevention 
services consultant Teresa 
Goddard said in a news 
release.

According to the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Admin-
istration, e-cigarettes are 
the most commonly used 
tobacco product among 
youth. 

However, four out of five 
students overestimate peer 
e-cigarette use.

“Teens often think that 
everyone is doing it which 
is a misperception; data 
supports that the majority 

of teens are not smoking” 
Goddard said.

“The goal of the cam-
paign is to help in reduc-
ing the rate of vaping use 
among youth, to change 
attitudes and behaviors 
and to provide education 
on the risks associated with 
vaping.”

During the school year, 
a variety of campaign ma-
terials will be displayed on 
classroom doors, cafeteria 
walls, stairwells and other 
heavy traffic areas. 

School-wide announce-
ments will be used to in-
form the 6th through 8th 
grade student population 
of anti-vaping facts, in-
formation and contests for 

Kember Davis, 
6th grade. Aries Sullens,

6th grade.

Lauren Jackson,
7th grade.

Tori Quick, 7th grade.

Kale Waller, 7th grade.

Levi Archey, 8th grade.

chances to win prizes.
New campaign materials 

will be distributed about 
every six weeks.

As a part of Arrowleaf’s 
Community Collaboration 
area of focus, Substance 
Use Prevention Services 
helps students 11 to 18 
learn about substance use 
and misuse through a pre-
vention-oriented curricu-
lum and community-wide 
awareness building activi-
ties that aim to reduce the 
prevalence of substance 
misuse in our communities.

The anti-vaping cam-
paign is funded by the Illi-
nois Department of Human 
Services, Division of Sub-
stance Use Prevention and 
Recovery through a grant 
from the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services 
Administration.

Winners of daily contests 
during the anti-vaping cam-
paign launch are featured in 
the accompanying photos.

Geneva Wiggs
Scholarship
to be awarded

The Union County His- 
torical and Genealogy So- 
ciety is offering the Geneva 
Davie Wiggs Memorial 
Scholarship for 2021.

Applicants must be se-
niors from a Union County 
public high school who 
plans to major in history, 
social studies or photog- 
raphy at a college or uni- 
versity.

Applications and guide- 
lines have been sent to 
guidance counselors at all 
Union County public high 
schools.

Applications can also 
be obtained at the Union 
County Museum on South 
Appleknocker in downtown 
Cobden.

Hours at the museum 
are scheduled from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday.

The deadline to submit 
a scholarship application 
is May 7.

The society has given 
the scholarship since 2005. 
Geneva Davie Wiggs was 
a long-time Union County 
photographer and local 
historian.

Gospel singing set
A gospel singing is 

planned Saturday, April 3, 
at Shiloh Baptist Church in 
Villa Ridge.

Singing begins at 7 p.m. 
The Gloryroad Travelers 
and local talent will be 
featured.

$4,950 in grant funding awarded to A-JCHS
Anna-Jonesboro Com-

munity High School has 
been named as a 2021 Ca-
sey’s Cash for Classrooms 
grant recipient. The Union 
County school is receiving 
$4,950. 

The Cash for Classrooms 
program awards grants to 
school districts to help 
fund school improvements, 
teacher support and train-
ing resources, community 
engagement projects and 
classroom equipment pur-
chases.  

“The past year has been 
unlike any other for schools, 
and our Cash for Classrooms 
grants will help schools 
through this difficult time 
as well as to improve the 
learning environment for 
the future,” said Katie Petru, 
director of communications 
and community at Casey’s. 

“Casey’s is here for good 
and that means supporting 

students, teachers and fam-
ilies in our local communi-
ties.” 

So far in 2021, the Mid-
western-based chain of gas 
station/convenience stores 
has awarded $1 million to 
benefit K-12 public and 
nonprofit private schools 
through 99 grants.

A-JCHS plans to use its 
$4,950 grant to help keep 
up-to-date with the technolo-
gy needs of remote learning, 
as well as funding plans for 
the upcoming school year.

“We are so grateful to 
receive a Cash for Class-
rooms grant and are excited 
to complete this important 
project that will improve our 
students’ ability to learn and 
grow at A-JCHS each day,” 
said Scott Finders, director 
of curriculum and instruc-
tion at the Union County 
school.

The project at A-JCHS 

involves a program de-
signed to help present a 
research-based intervention 
strategy that aligns specifi-
cally to state standards.

The acquisition of a pro-
fessional pan-tilt-zoom, 
PTZ, camera and controller 
will allow STEM teachers 
to stage lab activities more 
efficiently and creatively. 

The project also includes 
digital graphics drawing 
tablets, wireless keyboards, 
green screen equipment, 
wireless microphones, voice 
amplifiers, wireless earbuds, 
bluetooth adapters and sur-
face to hdmi adapters. The 
project is expected to be 
completed by June.

For more information 
on Casey’s Cash for Class-
rooms grant program, visit 
caseys.com/community/
cash-for-classrooms-grants.  
The 2022 grant program is 
scheduled to open in the fall. 



Page 8 - Section A  Thursday, April 1, 2021 The Gazette-Democrat

Jim & Dots Shoe Store 
& Western Wear
113 W. Davie Street • Anna

833-5245

85th Annual Bald Knob Cross
Easter Sunrise Service

Sunday, April 4th beginning at 6:30 a.m.

Anna Tire
& Auto Center

90 Richview Drive
833-2122

 Cobden Auto Repair
213 N. Appleknocker
Cobden, IL • 893-2102

Complete Repairs • All Makes & Models • Quality Work
Experienced Mechanics • Reasonable Prices

201 South Main • Anna, IL • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, Illinois
833-2151 • www.annastate.com

(800) 626-6046 • (618) 833-5498 • P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998

www.sewlparts.com

109 Transcraft Drive • Anna
833-8755

Cardinal Corner
409  Grand Tower Rd.
Grand Tower
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Main Street • Alto Pass
(618) 893-2464

Flamm's
Heating & Air Conditioning

305 S. Jefferson • Cobden, IL
893-2830

300 Leigh Dr. • Anna, IL

RENDLEMAN & HILEMAN
FUNERAL HOMES  AND MONUMENTS

Anna • Jonesboro • Cobden • Alto Pass

(618) 833-2131 
or 

(618) 833-8222
God saved you by his grace when you believed.

And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing 

24 Hour Roadside Service
Crystal Gurley, Owner

"THE LEGACY CONTINUES"
2297 State Rt. 146 West

Jonesboro • 833-5937

Anna • 833-5211
Carbondale

457-1922

Serving All of 
Southern Illinois

Home Offi ce
800-524-7911

Fax: 618-833-5813
Order Online at www.reppertsales.com

Dixie Bar-B-Que
205 W. Broad St.

Jonesboro
618-833-6437

Danielle Stevens
Mike Meisenheimer

and
Travis Holtkamp

104 W. Broad St. • Jonesboro, IL
(618) 833-2123

This annual service remains one of the longest standing Southern Illinois 
traditions. The gates will open at 5:00 a.m. Handicap parking and on-site 
golf cart shuttles will be available. Worship Leaders for the event are Chris 
Parton and Kevin and Tricia Edwards along with a worship band.

 Two food trucks will be on site during the event with Cold Blooded Cof-
fee Co. of Murphysboro serving a specially roasted blend and Drizzle Mini 
Donuts of Marion donating 20% of their proceeds to the Cross.

 “In 1937, two men led an effort to unify Southern Illinoisans through an 
Easter Sunrise Service. Today, we continue to fulfi ll their vision with this 
service featuring long standing traditions as well as a contemporary wor-
ship experience. This 85th annual event will be held in-person and streamed 
online. We encourage attendees to wear a face mask and to maintain appro-
priate social distancing to ensure a safe and comfortable experience for all 
participants,” commented Jeffrey Isbell, Executive Director of Bald Knob 
Cross of Peace.

 More information about the 85th Annual Easter Sunrise Service can be 
found online at www.baldknobcross.com, on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/baldknobcross or by emailing info@baldknobcross.com.

 This event is sponsored by the generous giving of local businesses and 
community partners. To help offset the costs of the event, donations can be 
made online at www.baldknobcross.com/donate.

400 South Main St. • Jonesboro, IL • 833-2494

Bald Knob Cross of Peace is situated in the Shawnee National Forest near the small town of Alto Pass, Illinois and towers above the landscape at over 111 feet and is visible for 
many miles. After the inaugural Easter Sunrise Service in 1937, construction of the Cross began in 1959 with completion in 1963. The Cross attracts over 30,000 visitors annually 
from across the world making it one of the most popular tourist attractions in the region. The site is managed by Bald Knob Cross of Peace, Inc, a 501(c)3 charitable organization.

BEUSSINK, HICKAM
& KOCHEL

139 W. VIENNA • ANNA • 833-2721

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999



The Gazette-Democrat Thursday, April 1, 2021 Section A - Page 9

"The Preaching Pen"
Being Poor 

I recently ran across a story I’d like to share that has 
to do with our outlook on material things. Ever think 

you’re poor? Read on… 
One day, the father of a very wealthy family took his son 

on a trip to the country with the express purpose of showing 
him how poor people live. They spent a couple of days and 
nights on the farm of what would be considered a very poor 
family. On their return from their trip, the father asked his 
son, "How was the trip?"  

"It was great, Dad." "Did you see how poor people 
live?" the father asked. "Oh yeah," said the son. "So, tell 
me, what did you learn from the trip?" asked the father. The 
son answered:  

"I saw that we have one dog and they had four. We have a 
pool that reaches to the middle of our garden and they have 
a creek that has no end. We have imported lanterns in our 
garden, and they have the stars at night. Our patio reaches 
to the front yard and they have the whole horizon. We have 
a small piece of land to live on and they have fields that go 
beyond our sight. We have servants who serve us, but they 
serve others. We buy our food, but they grow theirs. We have 
walls around our property to protect us, they have friends 
to protect them." The boy's father was speechless. Then his 
son added, "Thanks Dad for showing me how poor we are."  

Isn't perspective a wonderful thing? Makes you wonder 
what would happen if we all gave thanks for everything we 
have, instead of worrying about what we don't have. Give 

it some thought, have a great week, and visit the Anna 
church of Christ any time.!  

R.W. McAlister, Minister 
Anna church of Christ 16G

Pastor's Corner
by Pastor Don Cox

In order for a Christian to concede to Evil, 
they only have to be ignorant of what God 
says about it!

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
16G

Barbara A. File
Barbara A. File, 77, of 

Anna, died Monday, March 
22, 2021, at 7:29 p.m. at 
Union County Hospital in 
Anna.

She was born on Oct. 
11, 1943, in Jonesboro, the 
daughter of Virgil and Gen-
evieve Dillow Wiggs. 

She married John Paul 
Allen on June 1961. She mar-
ried Gerald File in July 1970; 
he preceded her in death in 
September 1996.

Barbara and her husband 
Gerald owned and operated 
File Supply Company. Mrs. File retired as a public ad-
ministrator for the Illinois Department of Corrections. 

She was an original board member of the Union County 
Women in Business and Southern Illinois Incorporated. 

She was affiliated with the Illinois State Chamber of 
Commerce Board, the Illinois Job Training Partnership 
Commission, the Illinois Governors Small Business 
Advisory Commission and the Illinois Correctional As-
sociation. 

She was a past Worthy Matron for the Order of Eastern 
Star in Jonesboro and Anna. She was a member of Mt. 
Moriah and Salem Lutheran Church in Anna and Jones-
boro and attended New Beginnings Community Church.

Survivors include her daughter, Brenda Allen; a son, 
David (Gina) Allen; grandchildren Rachel and Rowan; 
a sister, Sharon Toler; a sister, Diana Craig; a brother, 
Gary Wiggs; several nieces, nephews and other relatives.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Virgil and 
Genevieve; and her husband, Gerald File.

Funeral services were held at Crain Funeral Home in 
Anna-Jonesboro at 11 a.m. Friday, March 26, with Lonnie 
Lewis officiating. Burial was in the Anna City Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to the Union County animal 
control program and can be sent to Crain Funeral Home, 
P.O. Box 257, Anna, Ill. 62906.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge 
of arrangements.

To view the full obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Kathleen Kay Caul Kovac
Kathleen Kay Caul Kovac, 

78, of Anna, died peacefully 
at home on Friday, March 26, 
2021, outliving a nasty can-
cer diagnosis by nearly two 
years and remaining feisty 
until the end.

She was a relatively pri-
vate person and didn’t like 
people poking their noses in 
her business, so we won’t tell 
you that she was born the day 
after Christmas in 1942 to 
Theodore John “Tate” Pagel and Lillie Blanche Pulliam 
Pagel. We won’t talk about her sharp business mind, her 
multi-million-dollar career as a real estate agent or the wall 
full of awards she received through the years.

 We most definitely won’t mention anything about how 
she liked yellow roses, garage sales and thrift stores, the 
Oak Ridge Boys and Dolly Parton, surf and turf, camping 
in Arkansas, the Black Hills of South Dakota, crossword 
puzzles, Scrabble, Italian beef sandwiches and Chica-
go-style hot dogs.

And lemons. Lots of lemons. 
She was a loving mother and grandmother who bragged 

about her children and grandchildren. She was funny, gen-
erous and often ornery – she sometimes described herself 
to others as “Mean Kathleen,” and with good reason.

We’ll leave it at that, as we’re well beyond the scope 
of what she wanted printed in the newspaper.

Kathleen is survived by her three children, Eric Chris-
topher (Dr. Christine) Kovac, Marc Christian (Alison) 
Kovac and Amy (Joey Lovell) Caul. We won’t tell you 
where they live, since she wouldn’t want that. 

Also surviving are grandchildren Zoe, Nikolai, Levko, 
Andrew, Alita, Anthony and Greyson; former husbands 
and loving fathers, Andrew Kovac and Theodor Caul; 
and Sherman Lee Mays, her special companion and love 
for many years. 

She’ll miss Sherman’s children, including Sandra Pickel 
and Debbie Cunningham, and her best friend Gloria and 
Neil, and many others. Oh, and Toot Toot, the kitten who 
stayed close, especially in her final weeks.

The only thing she wanted written in her obituary, which 
you can read in her stylish handwriting on a piece of note-
book paper penned a few months before her passing, were 
some lines about her faith in God and the assurance that 
comes to those who have put their trust in Jesus Christ: 
“I have stepped on shore and found it Heaven. I touch a 
hand and know it is God’s. I breathed new air and know 
it is celestial. I have awakened in Heaven and find it is 
home. I await my special loves and sweet family.”

A memorial service for Kathleen Kovac will be held 
Saturday, April 3, 2021, at 1 p.m. at Crain Funeral Home 
in Anna, with Pastor Mark Hasty officiating.  

In lieu of flowers, go shopping at Goodwill, or hunt for 
some bargains at Kroger, where she once bought a pot 
roast for a quarter. No fooling.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Ricky R.D. Williams Sr.
Ricky R.D. Williams Sr., 

66, of Anna, died Wednesday, 
March 24, 2021, at his home. 

He was born on Sept. 1, 
1954, in East St. Louis, the 
son of Al and Mavis Cook 
Williams in East St. Louis. 

Mr. Williams was an avid 
hunter and fisherman. He 
coached Little League base-
ball for many years. 

He is survived by his father 
Al (Gloria) Williams of Cob-
den; children Rick (Tammy) 
Williams, Shane Williams and Shawn Laminack, all 
of Anna; five grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; 
sisters Lana (Roger) Glasco of Pulaski, Donna (Jeff) 
Pratt of Missouri, Brenda Hampton of Anna, Debbie 
(Terry) Wenger of Jonesboro and Kathy (Dee) Lipford of 
Kentucky; brothers David (Charity) Williams of Cobden 
and Jonathon (Amber) Williams of Jonesboro; special 
friend Margie Laminack of Anna; many other relatives 
and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his mother, Mavis (Don) 
Cook; a son, Josh Williams; and two brothers, Billy and 
Scott Cook. 

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Monday, March 29, 
at Water Valley Church near Cobden, with Pastor David 
Williams officiating. Interment immediately followed in 
Casper Cemetery near Anna. Memorials can be made to 
Rick Williams.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Robert Spellman
Husband of 62 years. Fa-

ther to five girls. Man of God.
Robert Spellman was born 

April 8, 1937, in Grandfield, 
Okla., and grew up in Urba-
na, Ohio, a town he fiercely 
loved, the son of Robert Sr. 
and Flossie Crane Spellman, 
with his late brother, Bill, 
and his brother, Hugh. He 
graduated from Urbana High 
School.

He died on March 12, 
2021, peacefully and sur-
rounded by family.

He went to Baldwin Wallace University in Berea, Ohio, 
where he received a bachelor’s degree in history and met 
the love of his life, Susan Edwards. They married at the 
chapel there on Dec. 27, 1958, and started to build a life 
full of family and adventures.

Robert had three distinguished careers in his life. 
His first chapter was as a newspaper reporter, including 

at the Democrat and Chronicle in Rochester, N.Y., where 
he was part of a Gannett team that produced “The Road 
to Integration” project that won a special Pulitzer citation 
in 1964. 

After earning a master’s degree in urban planning at 
Michigan State University, he began his next work chapter, 
first as a public servant in Rochester, N.Y., serving in roles 
including director of Monroe County Pure Waters and 
urban renewal director for the city. His projects, including 
the senior towers along Lake Avenue and St. Paul Street, 
are still landmarks in the city. 

After he moved into the private sector, he managed 
projects in Cleveland, Ohio, and in Columbus was on the 
Two Nationwide Plaza development team. 

While working, he earned his law degree at Cleveland 
State University. A friend needed someone to teach a law 
class for him in the mid-1980s and asked Robert to take 
over. Robert fell in love with teaching, a profession he 
watched Susan excel at over the life of their marriage, 
and began his third career in academia. 

He became a distinguished communications law and 
journalism professor at Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale, including a year as a Fulbright Fellow in 
Shanghai.

Yet with all his success in work, he would tell you his 
biggest accomplishment was his marriage and family. 

His 62-year marriage was a model of how to build 
a Christian life full of unconditional love. He relished 
Susan’s success in her career and liked nothing else but 
to hear about accomplishments big and small by his 
daughters, their spouses, his 10 grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. And he was a rock of support for 
all of them when the challenges of life may have seemed 
in the way. 

While he and Susan traveled the world, their favorite 
trips were to their daughters’ homes to see the lives they 
were building.

He was a faithful member of First Christian Church of 
Anna, serving as an elder and Sunday school teacher. He 
also was a lifetime learner, starting a master’s degree in 
New Testament studies at 80 through Johnson University 
in Knoxville, Tenn., continuing until his recent illnesses.

In addition to his wife, Susan, he is survived by his 
daughters, Virginia (Michael) Black of Columbus, Ohio, 
Robin (Russ) Fahlberg of Dunlap, Ill., Elizabeth (Joe) 
Lillian of Overland Park, Kan.; Catherine (Chad) Roberts 
of Apple Valley, Minn.; and Zhushan “Mandy” Li (Feng 
Hong) of Newton, Mass. Also his brother, Hugh (Cyn-
thia) Spellman, and his sister-in-law, Carolyn Spellman, 
of Urbana, Ohio; his sister-in-law, Jacqueline Howald 
of Rootstown, Ohio; grandchildren Michael (Crystal) 
Black, Christopher Black, Jessica (Salvador) Ramirez, 
David Lalo, Jenna Lillian, Morgan Lillian, Kiegan Rob-
erts, Tristan Roberts, Susan Hong and Robert Hong; and 
great-granddaughters Cadence, Hallie, Makayla, Arianna 
and Aurora.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Susan Spellman 
Memorial Scholarship Fund at Johnson University, the 
Poshard Foundation or First Christian Church of Anna 
would be appreciated. 

Memorial services will be held on May 29, 2021, 
with Pastor Joseph Hawkins officiating. The location is 
undetermined at this time, Facebook live streaming will 
be available. Check Crain Funeral Home’s website for 
updates about service information.

Inurnment will take place at a later date at Oak Dale 
Cemetery in Urbana, Ohio.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro is in  charge 
of the arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Todd Suhling
Todd Suhling, of Jonesboro, died Monday, March 29, 

at St. Francis Medical Center in Cape Girardeau.
Funeral services were pending at Rendleman & Hile-

man Funeral Home in Jonesboro.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Shawn Williamson
Shawn Williamson, 51, of 

Dongola, died at 2:55 p.m. 
Sunday, March 21, 2021, at 
his home.

He was born on Feb. 10, 
1970, in Marion, the son of 
Lonell and Judy Hayes Wil-
liamson.  

He married Sherry Welch. 
She preceded him in death 
on June 5, 1997.  Later, he 
married Jana Sivia on May 
1, 2001.

He was a true handyman, a 
jack of all trades. He loved to 
listen to and to play music. He was a proud union mem-
ber and worked 22 years for the Union County Highway 
Department. He worked for IPG in Carbondale. He was 
a founder of J&S Scents in Dongola. 

Survivors include his wife, Jana Williamson; sons Jo-
seph (Angela) Kissiar, Joshua Williamson and Timothy 
Kissiar; a daughter, Anna Williamson; 12 grandchildren; 
a sister, Kimberly Johnson; several nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and many friends who dearly loved him. He also 
leaves his pet, Felix.

Besides his first wife, he was preceded in death by his 
parents. 

A memorial service for Shawn Williamson was held 
at 6 p.m. Friday, March 26, at Crain Funeral Home in 
Dongola, with the Rev. Larue Parr officiating.

Memorials can be made to the family and will be ac-
cepted at the funeral home.

The funeral service was livestreamed through the Crain 
Funeral Home and Cremation Service Facebook page.

Crain Funeral Home Dongola was in charge of arrange-
ments. To view the obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

THANK YOU
We would like to extend our sincere thanks 
for the love our family received during our 
time of  loss. Friends, neighbors and family 
went above and beyond.
Faith Assembly Church opened their doors 
and hearts. They fed our souls and bodies. 
We are eternally grateful.
Thank you Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home for taking care of  the unseen 
necessities. Everyone’s kindness will not be 
forgotten.

The Kenneth L. Lacy Family
16GC

Obituaries
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Happy Easter
Wishing everyone a 

wonderful Easter.
Children’s To Go Hot 

Breakfast
Good Friday, April 2, 

from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 
United Methodist Church 
Anna food distribution and 
a to go hot breakfast will 
be distributed to children 
only. 

The children will have 
to be present to receive 
this and it will be handed 
to them at the door at the 
fellowship hall on West 
Monroe Street. There will 
be a sign outside the church 
and will be handed out 
until they run out of food.

Good Friday Service
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 

Church  Anna and the 
Rev. Tim Gossett invite 
the community to a Good 
Friday service April 2 at 7 
p.m. at the church. Social 
distance and masks need to 
be worn.

Guests
Bob and Joan Hernan-

dez of Elwood, visited 
with Gaylon and Clara 
Cates. Due to the virus they 
hadn’t been down for over 
a year. They had shots and 
were tested before coming 
and were fine. 

They all celebrated a late 
Christmas  as  well as the 
Cates’ anniversary, which 
was in January.

Florida  Visit
Collin and Alice Boyd 

of Anna, visited recently 
with friends in Florida and 
then with two very special 
relatives.

They visited with Col-
lin’s sister, Jane Boyd 
Gimbel in Jacksonville, 
Fla., and also with Alice’s 
sister, Sydney Sue Fore-
man Spencer and her fam-
ily near Atlanta, Ga.

Both ladies have been 
“sequestered” in their se-
nior care residences for 
most of the past year and 
they were very glad to see 
and visit with the Boyds.  

Birthday Celebration
The family of  Ruth 

N o n a  T r a m b l e y 
celebrated her birthday 
March  29 .  Nona  is 
p i c t u r e d  w i t h  h e r 
h u s b a n d  D o n  a n d 
granddaughter  Ava 
Grace Trambley.

Philip and Sharon 
D i l l o w  c e l e b r a t e d 
their  50th wedding 
anniversary March 27 
with a dinner at Giant 
City Lodge.

Jane Bauer, president 
of the GFWC Illinois 
A n n a - J o n e s b o r o 
Women’s Club surprised 
Martha Ann Webb of 
the club with a gift 
basket of garden tools 
and plants she won at 
the District 25 Women’s 
Club convention in 
Marion. Jane had sent 
a picture of her hen and 
chickens that Martha 
Ann potted for her to be 
entered in the arts and 
crafts contest. Martha 
Ann puts an empty 
paper towel holder in 
the middle of the pot, 
fills it with pebbles, then 
potting soil around that 
and plants the hen and 
chickens. Water the 
pebbles and it will hold 
water for the plant to 
help it grow beautiful.

The Anna Kiwanis would like to thank the 
community for their participation in the Easter 
egg hunt. It was a beautiful day filled with lots of 
children of all ages.  Preparation for the Easter 
egg hunt takes many hours, from filling thousands 
of eggs to “hiding” them in the park. We are very 
fortunate to have dedicated Kiwanis members and 
community volunteers to assist with the day. When 
the children arrive to their area to hunt eggs, it takes 
them less than a minute to clear the fields of any 
pastel colors. Amazing.

The Anna Kiwanis would like to thank some of 
the Anna-Jonesboro Marching Wildcats for their 
help with the Easter egg hunt. We are fortunate to 
have these teenagers who are willing to give back 
through volunteering.  Thank you to Jolie Barger, 
Anna Rodgers, Serena Hasty, Cyrus Borders, Ella 
Lingle, Isabel Tehandon and Zachary Dudley.

Reminder that Saturday, April 17, beginning at 
4 p.m., the Anna Kiwanis Club is partnering with 
the A-J wrestling team for a fish fry. If you haven’t 
purchased your $10 ticket, please leave a message 
on Facebook or contact Chase Hargrave at 618-
697-7162. Your $10 ticket purchase includes fish, 
fries, slaw, baked beans and a drink. You can eat-in 
or carry-out.  We have the best fish frying guys in 
the county, and we can’t wait to see you. Pictured 
are Jeff Ray, Gene Hammer and Brad Donna. If you 
are interested in joining the Anna Kiwanis Club, 
we have a meeting April 1 and again on April 15, 
both with a start time of 6:30 p.m. We would love 
to have you join us.

Anna City Hall Staff welcomed new employee Tracee Foley, billing clerk. 
From left are Carolyn Ury (retired), Danyelle Dodd, Tracee Foley, Ashley 
Guined, Dori Bigler and Tina Sadler. 

Rob Needling was 
honored on his  birthday 
March 13 with a fish fry 
with his  family which 
also included Jim and 
Cindy Walker. His bee 
cake was made by Anna 
Baking Company.

Richardson met Sunday 
in honor of her birthday.  
They attended Palm Sun-
day service at Mt. Moriah 
Lutheran Church together 
with Ruth’s mother Car-
olyn Webb and their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

St. Patrick’s Day Cel-
ebration

Carol Gordon and her 
baby dog Mickey Joe spent 
St. Patrick’s Day with her 
brother Clarence (Bub)  
Tweedy in Goreville. 

Carol cooked a meal and 
took two loaves of Irish 
bread, three berry pies, 
blueberry, blackberry and 
raspberry. Corned beef, 
cabbage, carrots, salad, red 
potatoes, two six packs of 
Guiness Irish beer. 

She took Irish presents 
for everyone and Irish hats, 
a centerpiece for the table 
and other decorations. 

Others attending were 
Clarence friend Martha, 
Clarence daughter Cheryl 
Stamp, her son Brad, Cher-
yl’s daughter Camille with 
two daughters from Texas, 
Carol's son Kerry and his 
wife Cindy Wills, Cindy’s 
granddaughter.  

 Thanks
A special thanks to Jack 

and Sue Ann Zimmer-
man for giving me credit 
when they renewed their 
subscription to The Ga-
zette-Democrat.

Got a phone call from 
Sanford Keller from Tex-
as who told me he called 
The Gazette-Democrat to 
renew his subscription and 
told them to give me cred-
it. I really appreciate him 
doing that and glad they 
are enjoying reading the 
paper to keep up on what is 
going on since they moved 
from Anna. Sanford ran the 
taxi cab service for several 
years in Anna.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Birthdays: March 29 Jim 
Walker, 30 Ruthanne Kis-
sel, 31 Bob Caraker, April 
1 Betty Caraker, 2 Mi-
chael Houseman, 5 Joann 

White,  7 Faith Barringer, 
Zachary Spurlock, Lovye 
Young-Goforth.

April anniversaries:  3, 
Bob and Terri Dover.

Youth are going on a 
mission trip to Memphis, 
Tenn., July 4-9. 

P r e s c h o o l  S u n d a y 
School will resume on Sun-
day, April 4, at 9:30 a.m. 
with an Easter egg hunt.

Attendance for March 
21, 8 a.m. worship 72, 
10:30 a.m. worship 107, 
small group Sunday School 
195.

Easter Sunday services 
will be at 8 a.m. and 10:30 
a.m. on April 4. Sunday 
night services will resume 
April 11 at 6 p.m.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon se-
ries:  Who is the Man ? This 
week: He is the Christ, the 
son of God, with scripture 
from Mark.

Prayers from our church 
family to Bob Caraker, our 
Sunday School director 
and deacon, who had open 
heart surgery in St. Louis 
this past week.

Be sure to look on Face-
book and YouTube for up 
to date Bible studies, 10:30  
a.m. Sunday worship ser-
vice, 7 p.m. Wednesday 
Bible study and up to date 
announcements or at anna-
heights.com.

Distr ict  25  GFWC 
Women’s Club Meeting

District 25 met for  their 
116th BEEutiful annu-
al convention meeting at 
Jackie Hancock’s home 
in Marion on March 25 
at 9 a.m. with the four 
presidents and one district 
officer.

Those attending were 
Wanda Burklow, Jackie 
Hancock, Karen Sala, Nik-
ki Staley and Jane Bauer.

The state emphasis is 
“Bees, Trees, Seas and 
Me” this year. This was a 
condensed convention be-
cause of the pandemic with 
everyone practicing social 
distance. They had their 
regular business meeting 
and gave out awards for the 
arts and crafts.

GFWC I l l inois  An-
na-Jonesboro Women’s 
Club won several awards.

Teressa Sandford-Ship-
plett, GFWC state presi-
dent, spoke to the group 
via phone. The memorial 
service was conducted by 

Jackie Hancock, with a 
tribute to deceased member 
Bonnie Harreleson from 
Marion.

The Herrin Women’s 
Club won the Silver Tray 
for this year. They gave out 
goodie bags to all members 
in the district. 

A special prize went 
to Martha Ann Webb for 
her gardening project of 
potting hen and chickens. 
Jane Bauer received a pin 
for retiring president.

The invitation for 2022 
117th  annual convention 
was given by Karen Sala 
of Herrin Women’s Club. 
Closing thought was given 
by Nikki Staley, with ev-
eryone receiving a bee pin.

Everyone enjoyed a 
lovely breakfast buffet put 
on by GFWC Women’s 
Club of Marion.

Birthdays
March 23 Megen Live-

say, 26 Linda Parks.
Anniversaries
March 2: David and 

Bonnie Hogue, 54 years, 
David and Amy Casper, 
21 years.

March 31: Jimmy and 
Valeria Meller  21 years.

Makanda Trip
Bessie Mae Ellis and 

Martha Ann Webb visited 
with Natlie Clutts. A spe-
cial thanks to Natlie for 
giving Martha Ann several 
of her mother-in-law Linda 
Clutts Red Hat treasures.

Surprise in Mail
I received a wonderful 

surprise in the mail from 
Wilma Thomas from Nor-
ris City when she mailed 
me a special gift of old 
coins.

Sympathy
Sympathy to Brenda Al-

len in the loss of her mother 
Barbara Wiggs Allen File. 

Barbara was so happy a 
few years back when Bren-
da moved back to Anna 
from Kentucky to help  her 
as Barbara’s health was 
declining. 

They enjoyed those 
years of going together 
everywhere. They shared 
going to both Brenda and 
Barbara’s churches. 

Brenda would bring her 
mother to exercise classes  
with me at the fellowship 
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Television Listings

MONDAY APRIL 5, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams MLB Base ball
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Ra ven aaa “Day” “The Way Back”
(‘20)

“Congo”

:30 Lo cal Fam Guy Ra ven Ol i ver VICE (HD)

7 PM Amer i can Idol
Duet round.
(HD)

Neigh bor. 9-1-1 “Athena Be -
gins”

The Voice “The
Bat tles Part 2"
(HD)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Unsittable “The Book of
Eli” (‘10) A no -
mad and a book.

“Hitman” (‘07)
Ge netic as sas -
sin.

Shame less (HD)

:30 Cham pi ons. Fam Guy Se crets

8 PM 2021 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Cham -
pi on ship” (Live)

(:01) Amer ica’s
(HD)

Fam Guy Ra ven City on a Hill
(HD):30 Fam Guy Ra ven (:35) “The

Trans porter”
(‘02) (HD)9 PM The Good Doc -

tor
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

De bris “Su per -
nova”

MLB Base ball
Chi cago White
Sox at Se at tle
Mar i ners (Live)
(HD)

Dad (HD) Big City Q: Into the Storm
(HD)

aaa “Law -
less” (‘12)
Brother boot leg -
gers. (HD)

:30 Dad (HD) BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Conan Queen of the
South

BUNK’D Q: Into the Storm
(HD)

(:08) “A Walk
Among the
Tomb stones”
(‘14)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

Lo cal (:35) To night
(HD)

Wipeout Syd ney

11 PM (:05) Late Show
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams Queen of the
South

Jessie aaa “Spy
Game” (‘01)

City on a Hill
(HD):30 Night line Late Night Conan Jessie

TUESDAY APRIL 6, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven (5:10) aaa
“Fast” (‘01)

“Win ter’s Bone”
(‘10)

“The God fa -
ther” (‘72,
Crime) The story 
of a New York
Ma fia fam ily.

:30 Bang (HD) Ra ven

7 PM Pooch Per fect
(HD)

NCIS “Gut
Punch”

The Res i dent
(HD)

Young Rock Champ. Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Syd ney Real Sports
(HD)

“Har riet” (‘19) A 
slave tries to es -
cape. (HD):30 Kenan NBA Pre sea son

Bas ket ball
Bang (HD) Syd ney

8 PM black-ish FBI (HD) Prod i gal Son
(HD)

This Is Us (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU Sex
crimes. (HD)

BUNK’D “X-Men: First
Class” Mu tant
su per pow ers.:30 mixed-ish Bang (HD) BUNK’D

9 PM Soul of a Na tion
(HD)

FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) New Am ster -
dam

Bang (HD) Big City (:05) “Talk to
Me” (‘07) Ra dio
star and ac tiv ist.

City on a Hill
(HD):30 Chad BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D “Tina” (‘21) Ac -
com plish ments
of Tina Turner.

Shame less (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

(:32) Chad Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Seinfeld Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie “The Kitchen”
(‘19)

“Carlito’s Way”
(‘05):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Jessie

WEDNESDAY APRIL 7, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Mon day Count -
down

Bang (HD) NCIS Mil i tary
crimes.

Ra ven (5:25) “Ford v
Ferrari” (‘19) A
car de signer.

“Doc tor Sleep”
(‘19)

“The God fa -
ther: Part II”
(‘74, Drama) Mi -
chael Corleone
takes over the
em pire.

:30 Bang (HD) Ra ven

7 PM Goldbergs Tough as Nails
(HD)

The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Mon day Night
Foot ball (HD)

Bang (HD) WWE NXT (HD) Liv Maddie aac “Bro ken
City” (‘13)
Mayor’s scan dal.
(HD)

:30 Home Bang (HD) Liv Maddie

8 PM Conners SEAL Team
(HD)

(:02) Game of Tal -
ents

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven (:01) Ex ter mi -
nate All:30 Conners Bang (HD) Ra ven

9 PM A Mil lion Lit tle
Things

S.W.A.T. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) (:08) “Movie” Big City Ex ter mi nate All
(HD)

(:51) “Proof of
Life” (‘00) Hos -
tage ne go ti a tor.:30 Fron tal BUNK’D City on a Hill

(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan BUNK’D (:01) “Rea son -
able Doubt”
(‘14):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fron tal Syd ney “Taxi Driver”
Cab bie goes
mad.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Chad Jessie (:07) aac

“Hours” (‘13):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan “Movie” Jessie Last Cruis

SUNDAY
7:00pm

FOX Malika the Lion Queen In the Kruger
Na tional Park in South Af rica, a li on ess en -
dures a se ries of har row ing and ex cit ing mo -
ments that re veal what it takes to be a pride
leader.

8:00pm
TBS 27th An nual Screen Ac tors Guild
Awards Nom i nees at tend the 27th An nual
Screen Ac tors Guild Awards, in which ac tors
are awarded for their out stand ing in di vid ual,
cast and en sem ble performances.

MONDAY
8:00pm

SHOW City on a Hill “I Need a Goat” As
Decourcy in creases pres sure on the Jus tice
De part ment, Jackie re sponds by ex plor ing the 
ro man tic his tory of his op po nent; Ca thy Ryan
seeks an in come source. TVMA (HD)

9:00pm
ABC The Good Doc tor “Parenting” The
med i cal pro fes sion als treat a teen age gym -
nast and dis cover that the ath lete’s train ing
has im pacted her body; Shaun meets Lea’s
par ents. TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
HBO Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel
Soledad O’Brien ex plores the life and hon ors
of Paralympian Oksana Mas ters; Mary Carillo
de scribes for mer bas ket ball player Jayson
Wil liams’ rehab fa cil ity. TVPG (HD)

9:00pm
DISN Big City Greens A 10-year-old boy
pos sesses great cu ri os ity and en thu si asm that 
help lead him and his fam ily on a se ries of ad -
ven tures into the minds of his new neigh bors.
TVY7 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
CBS Tough as Nails Real peo ple in phys i -
cally de mand ing pro fes sions com pete in a se -
ries of chal lenges that test their strength,
en dur ance, agil ity and men tal for ti tude. TVPG
(HD)

8:51pm
MAX Proof of Life aac (2000, Thriller) Rus -
sell Crowe, Meg Ryan. A dis traught wife hires
an Aus tra lian hos tage ne go ti a tor liv ing in Lon -
don to res cue her kid napped hus band from
gue rilla sol diers in South Amer ica. R (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY APRIL 4, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) Ice Age Games (HD) 2021 NCAA
Women’s Bask.
(Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie “The Watch”
(‘12) Ben Stiller.
Alien in va sion.

aac “The
Cam paign”

City on a Hill
(HD):30 The Harts Bang (HD) Jessie

7 PM Amer i can Idol
Duet per for -
mances. (HD)

The Equal izer
(HD)

Malika the Lion
Queen Li on ess
leader.

Games (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D “Din ner for
Schmucks”
The per fect
guest.

VICE (HD)

:30 MLB Base ball
Chi cago White
Sox at Los An -
geles An gels
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) BUNK’D VICE (HD)

8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) Zoey’s Ex traor di -
nary

27th S.A.G Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable Q: Into the Storm
(HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Unsittable

9 PM The Rookie
“Am ber”

NCIS: New Or -
leans

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Good Girls (HD) Wipeout Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie Q: Into the Storm
(HD)

(:55) “Amer i can 
Re union” (‘12)

City on a Hill
(HD):30 Jessie

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

“The Other
Guys” (‘10) Mis -
matched NY
cops.

Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D Ol i ver City on a Hill
(HD):30 SportsCenter

(HD)
BUNK’D (:35) Q: Into the

Storm
(:50) “The
Bourne Leg -
acy” (‘12)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Law & Or der:

SVU
Jessie Shame less (HD)

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Jessie Q: Into

MONDAY

THURSDAY APRIL 1, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Play off Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven “True Grit” (‘10) 
Jeff Bridges.
Men seek killer.

aac
“Schmucks”
(‘10)

“Grid iron Gang”
(‘06):30 Lo cal Col lege Bas ket -

ball (HD)
Bang (HD) Ra ven

7 PM Sta tion 19 (HD) Young Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Man i fest “Tailfin”
(HD)

Bang (HD) Chrisley Jessie “Shaft” (‘19, Ac -
tion) Best
friend’s death.
(HD)

City on a Hill
(HD):30 The United Bang (HD) Chrisley Jessie

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

(:01) Mom The Moodys
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Go-Big Show Chrisley BUNK’D “Joker” (‘19)
Failed co me -
dian. (R) (HD)

“True His tory
of the Kelly
Gang” (‘20)
(HD)

:30 B Pos i tive Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

(:28) Chrisley
Knows Best Mil -
lion aire fam ily.
(HD)

BUNK’D

9 PM A Mil lion Lit tle
Things

Clarice (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or ga nized Crime
(HD)

(:02) Go-Big
Show

Big City “Doc tor Sleep”
(‘19) A young
girl with psy chic
pow ers. (R)

:30 BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan BUNK’D (:05) “Up in the
Air” (‘09) A
busi ness trav -
eler.

(:05) City on a
Hill:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
with Scott (HD)

Go-Big Show Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Chrisley Jessie (:05) VICE

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Chrisley Jessie “Iron Mask” “Carlito’s”

FRIDAY APRIL 2, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

Seinfeld Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

“Movie” “X-Men: First
Class”

(5:02) “John Q”
(‘02)

(5:00) “The
God fa ther”
(‘72) Ma fia fam -
ily life.

:30 Seinfeld BUNK’D

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver (HD) WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

The Black list
“Rakitin”

“Movie” Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Se crets (:05) “The Fast
and the Fu ri -
ous” (‘01) (HD)

“The Way
Back” (‘20) Ben 
Affleck.:30 Unsittable

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC
(HD)

ESPN Orig i nal Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Unsittable Bellator MMA
“255: Pitbull vs.
Sanchez 2"
(Live)

:30 Unsittable (:50) “The
Kitchen” (‘19)
Three house -
wives.9 PM Blue Bloods

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

“Movie” Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

BUNK’D Real Time (HD)

:30 BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Se crets Q: Into the Storm
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Unsittable “Bro ken City”
Mayor’s scan dal.

City on a Hill
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Jessie “Con tra band”
(‘12):30 Night line Corden Late Night “Movie” Jessie Shame less

THURSDAY
7:29pm

USA Chrisley Knows Best Mul ti mil lion aire
Todd Chrisley runs life at home with his wife
and five chil dren as he would a busi ness, but
they deal with real is sues like any other fam ily.
TV14 (HD)

7:31pm
CBS The United States of Al “Pi lot” A Ma -
rine vet eran re turns home af ter a tour in Af -
ghan i stan and is re united with a friend of his,
who served as an in ter preter in his old unit.
(HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

DISN Se crets of Sul phur Springs A
12-year-old boy and his fam ily move to the
town of Sul phur Springs, La., to take over an
aban doned ho tel prop erty that is ru mored to
be haunted. TVPG

8:00pm
USA Chi cago P.D. The uni formed of fi cers
pa trol ling the streets and the in tel li gence unit
in charge of ma jor of fenses work to gether in
Dis trict 21 to clean up Chi cago. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
FOX Game of Tal ents “Crazy Twists, Fly ing
Dum mies, and a Scor pion on the Loose” The
Group B con tes tants come on the stage for
their first per for mances. (HD)

8:50pm
HBO A Black Lady Sketch Show “Your
Boss Knows You Don’t Have Eye brows” A
woman who al ways fails to ar rive to work on
time de cides to skip her morn ing makeup rou -
tine; Trin ity the In vis i ble Spy pur sues an elu -
sive vil lain. TVMA (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY APRIL 3, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM “The Ten Com -
mand ments”
(‘56) Mo ses
leads his peo ple 
from slav ery in
Egypt to the
Prom ised Land.

Tour na ment
(Live)

Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

(4:00) “Movie” (4:06) “Movie” Ra ven “Rock of Ages”
(‘12)

“Pearl Har bor”
(‘01)

“Sil ver Lin ings
Playbook” Re -
claim ing life.:30 Lo cal Jessie

7 PM 2021 NCAA
Bas ket ball Tour -
na ment “Fi nal
Four” (Live)

The Masked
Singer

Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Jessie “Ted” (‘12) Liv -
ing teddy bear.
(HD)

aac “Last
Knights” (‘15)
War rior re volts.
(HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Jessie

8 PM Game of Tal ents
(HD)

Or ga nized Crime
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

Bang (HD) (:05) “Movie” Big City “Sh*thouse”
(‘20, Drama)
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Big City Sketch

9 PM Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City (:20) Q: Into the
Storm

“Shaft” (‘19)
Best friend’s
death.:30 Bang (HD) Big City (:45) City on a

Hill10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

I Can See Your
Voice

Lo cal Go-Big Show
Tal ent show.

(:06) “Movie” Se crets (:20) Q: Into the
Storm:30 (:44) Lo cal Sat ur day Night

Live (HD)
Se crets aaa “Anna”

(‘19) Feared as -
sas sin.

Shame less
“DNR”11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Jessie aac “Dark

Shad ows”:30 Wipeout Jessie (:45) VICE

THURSDAY

hall at the United Method-
ist Church in Anna. 

They were both very 
active in Anna Eastern Star 
where I was also a member.  
Brenda worked very hard 
trying to get members to 
attend meetings. 

I played flutes in the 
A-JCHS band with Bar-
bara. She was two years 
ahead of me and always 
kept first chair. When she 
graduated I got first chair 
and was able to keep it until 
I graduated. So many hap-
py memories down through 
the years.

Fishing Trip
Kathy Wheaton enjoyed 

going fishing with her son 
Josh.

Women’s Club
GFWC I l l inois  An-

na-Jonesboro Women’s 
Club will meet April 5 at 
1 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall at United Methodist 
Church Anna. Guest speak-
er will be Duane Hileman 
on the history of Union 
County.

Ellis School
Still looking for  a pic-

ture of the Ellis School 
that was on old Highway 
51. Also  a picture of the 
Balcom store building if 
anyone has one please let 
us know.

Anna-Jo Garden Club
The club will meet Tues-

day, April 13, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the United Methodist 
Church in Anna fellowship 
hall. 

The program will be 
a history of the club by 
Susan Sherwin and Peggy 
Ferguson. 

Garden of the month will 
be presented by Darlene 
Lingle and Sylvia Soileau. 

The c lub is  a lways 
looking for new members. 
Everyone is welcome to 
attend. 

The  activities of the 
month of April will be a 
workday Wednesday, April 
14, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
at the Anna-Jo Garden 
Club Park by McDon-
ald’s. A work day at Anna 
City Park, spring clean up 
Wednesday, April 21, from 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. April 
22 Earth Day. Charleston 

Dogwood-Azalea Festival, 
April 23-25. Mushroom  
Festival, Makanda, April 
27-May 2 National Garden 
Week. April 30 Arbor Day.  

Anna VFW
Monday is Xtreme Bar 

Bingo. Kitchen opens at 
6 p.m. and bingo starts at 
7 p.m.

On Good Friday, April 2, 
there will be a fish fry from 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Drive 
thru or dine in. Please call 
833-5182 any day after 
1 p.m. but no later than 
1 p.m. Friday, April 2, to 
make your reservations. 
Peggy will be at the post 
with her Star Karaoke from 
6 p.m. to 10.

A special thanks to ev-
eryone who came out last 
Saturday for the fundraiser 
for Ryan Stoehlein.

Bald Knob Service
The 85th annual Easter 

sunrise service at Bald 
Knob Cross near Alto Pass 
will be Sunday, April 4, at 
6:30 a.m.

Worship leaders for the 
service are Chris Parton, 
Kevin and Tricia Edwards. 
along with a worship band. 

Adult Easter Egg Hunt
Buffalo Bluffs Hemp 

Farm will join at Starview 
Vineyards April 3 at 11 
a.m. for their fourth adult 
Easter egg hunt. Everyone 
gets a prize.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Sunday morning  was 
Palm/Passion Sunday. 
Lenten candle litany was 
by  Myra Gossett, with 
scripture from Mark. Pas-
toral prayer. The Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Carla Anderson played 
the organ. Prelude Tell 
Me The Story Of Jesus. 
Pianist was Marcy  Morris. 
Songs were Hosanna, Loud 
Hosanna, All Glory, Laud, 
and Honor.  

Special music was the 
hand bells playing At the 
Cross. 

Chris  Foster  said a   
prayer for Rev. Tim be-
fore his sermon. Rev. Tim 
Gossett's sermon was Our 
Reception of Jesus. Rev. 
Tim’s children’s moment 
was on Jesus riding the 
donkey  into Jerusalem 
and how the people waved 
palm branches and laid 
their clothes down for him 
to walk on saying Hosanna 
in the highest.  

There was a special of-
fering to support the min-
istries of Bald Knob Cross.    

Church is at 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday mornings for any-
one who doesn’t have a 
church to worship at you 
are welcome to come wor-
ship.  

Loaves and Fishes food 
giveaway is on the third 
Tuesday of the month from 
4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday the men 
meet at 7 a.m. for Bible 
study. The women meet 
at 1 p.m.

Vienna United Meth-
odist Church

Maundy Thursday wor-
ship will be April 1 at 7 
p.m. where Rev. Tim Gos-
sett also preaches.

Annabelle Trail
Annabelle Fest will be 

June 11-12. Thanks to ev-
eryone who bought a sign 
for your yard so the trail 
will be easy to follow. 

There will be maps that 
can be picked up those 
days with streets listed 
where Annabelles will be 
so people will be able to 
drive by and look at the 
beautiful Annabelles in 
our city. 

If you have Annabelles 
and would like a sign to 
put in your yard to be 
added to the trail they are 
$15 and need to be ordered 
so please give me a call at 
833-5717 and leave your 
name, phone number and 
address on my answering 
machine.

Military Prayer List
Trace Faire,  John Mi-

chael Brimm, Kaleb Meier, 
Nathaniel Moss, Derek 
Nelson, Nick Pearson, 
Nate Frankell,  Alex Gratz,  
Reagan Morrison, Garrett 
Goins, James McWhorter, 
Jennifer Ann Bishop, Arin 
Whitemountain, Katelynn 
Williams, Lindsey Keene,  
Jerod Schaefer, Creigh-
ton Laster, Josh Steveson, 
Josh Williams,  Jim Bon-
ner, Nick Harvel, Nona 
Elizabeth Luke, Lucas J. 
Strickland, William Na-
thaniel Frankell, Ethan 
Maze, Tanner Anderson, 
Hayden Young, Kiefer 
Stull, Davis Jorden Glasco, 
Ryan Hampton, Britta-
ny Michelle Lence, Kil-
lian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse and wife Megan in 
Alaska.

Nikki Staley, Karen Sala, Jane Bauer, Jackie 
Hancock and, taking the picture Wanda Burklow, 
met in Marion at the home of Jackie Hancock 
for GFWC  District 25 116th BEEutiful annual 
convention.

The Women of the Moose would like to thank the 
community for their support. We are still accepting 
donations for the Illinois Veterans Home in Anna. 
Drop off a few items. T-shirts, hygiene items and 
any donations are appreciated. We hope to provide 
electric razors for the residents too. If you are 
current Moose member and are a veteran, please 
ask us about the Valued Veteran program. Edgar 
and Raymond would love to see you.

Saturday, April 3, the Women of the Moose will 
have their annual Easter bake sale beginning at 
8 a.m. in front of the lodge. If you know us, you 
know we have wonderful bakers in our group so 
get ready to save on baking time and pick up a pie. 
Some of these baked items will also be available 
Friday evening inside the lodge, you are welcome 
to come in, eat a delicious meal and purchase (pre-
bake sale). Also, Danny Gibbons will be grilling 
slabs of ribs in the parking lot and these are always 
a “hot” and tasty item.  Patsy, Wanda and Wendy 
look forward to seeing you.

The Anna Moose invites you “like their Facebook 
page, Anna Moose Lodge News. Here you will find 
our latest and greatest news and happenings.

Also, scholarship applications are due by April 
16. Any graduating senior from any Union County 
high school is encouraged to apply. This is a $1,000 
award.
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2004 Gibson 
A9 Mandolin. Spruce top 
with a nice flamed maple 
back, sides and neck. Ebony 
fretboard and bridge. A light 
chocolate color, nice woody 
tone. $1,500.00, case includ-
ed. Call (618) 697-1934, 
leave message or text. I will 
get back to you as soon as 
possible.

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Lick 
Creek CCSD #16 is looking 
for a full time P.E. teacher 
and a part time music teacher 
for the 2021-22 school year.  
Applicants interested in the 
P.E. position can submit a 
copy of their P.E.L., a letter of 
interest, resume, transcripts, 
and three letters of reference 
to:  Superintendent Lick 
Creek School, 7355 Lick 
Creek Rd, Buncombe, Il. 
62912.  Anyone interested in 
teaching  music part time can 
contact the Superintendent at 
(618)-833-2545. 

14p-16g

HELP WANTED:  An-
na-Jonesboro CHSD #81 is 
accepting applications for the 
following vacancies:

• Bus driver for regular 
route and/or 

extracurricular trips
We will help guide you 

through the bus driver train-
ing and licensing process if 
needed. Interested applicants 
should pick up an application 
or print one from our website 
at www.aj81.net and return 
to Anna-Jonesboro CHSD 
#81, Attn: Rob Wright, Su-
perintendent, 608 S. Main 
St., Anna, IL 62906. Please 
contact the Superintendent’s 
Office at (618)-833-8421 for 
more information. 

15-16gp

HELP WANTED:  An-
na-Jonesboro CHSD #81 is 
accepting applications for the 
following vacancy:

• Head Golf Coach
Interested applicants 

should pick up an application 
or print one from our website 
at www.aj81.net and return to 
Anna-Jonesboro CHSD #81, 
Attn: Rick Livesay, Athletic 
Director, 608 S. Main St., 

Anna, IL 62906. Please con-
tact the Principal’s Office 
at (618)-833-8502 for more 
information. The deadline for 
applying is April 30, 2021.

15-16gp 

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for part-time Custodian for 
Shawnee Community Col-
lege in Ullin. Apply at Main 
Campus front desk. Phone 
(618)-634-3200, ext. 3436.

13p-16gc

HELP WANTED: Anna 
CCSD #37 has the following 
position openings for the 
2021-2022 school year:

• Elementary Special 
Education Teacher

• Junior High Language 
Arts Teacher

Successful candidates 
should: (1)have a strong 
knowledge of curriculum and 
state standards (2)demon-
strate communication and 
leadership skills (3)be an 
enthusiastic team player. 
Must have valid Illinois PEL 
with appropriate endorse-
ments. The application pack-
et, which can be picked up at 
the Davie/Jr. High building or 
found online at www.anna37.
com, should be completed 
and returned to:  Julie Bullard 
at 301 South Green Street, 
Anna, IL 62906 no later than 
April 12, 2021. Phone: (618) 
833-6812.

15p-16gp

HELP WANTED: Shawnee 
Development Council is hir-
ing entry level clerical staff.
Multiple positions available.
To apply call HR (618)-
634-2201 or email payroll@
shawneedevelopment.org.

SDC is an equal opportu-
nity employer and provider. 

15p-16g

Yard    
Sale

*CLEARANCE SALE:*
REPPERT'S OFFICE 

SUPPLY, 
112 LAFAYETTE 
STREET, ANNA.

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

File Folders, Cards, 
Stamps, 

Lots of Misc. Supplies. 
All Sales Final.

tfn

ATTENTION HUNTERS 
& OUTDOORSMEN:
Assorted military surplus. 

Miles Flea Market, Rt. 146 & 
Rt. 3 Intersection, East Cape 
Girardeau, IL. Saturday, & 
Sunday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

13g-20p

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Gravel & Sand

(618)-833-6197 or
(618)-697-0453

gptfn

TINY MIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION:

Matthew Pearson, Owner
(618)-201-5323

Licensed • Insured
• NO Job TOO BIG 
or TOO SMALL •

We Make Your Tiny 
Dreams Mighty!

tfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p-47gpc

GROSS BUSTERS 
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

• House Washing
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning
• Deck Staining
CALL TODAY!
(618)-697-5968

Grossbustersil.com
11-22gpc

IT'S ALMOST TIME!
GET ON THE LIST!

Free Estimates
MOWING SERVICES
Call (618)-697-8978 or 

(618)-697-2516
16-18gpc

puBlic 
notice

CITY OF ANNA, 
ILLINOIS

NOTICE OF SALE OF 
SURPLUS PROPERTY

Pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-
76-4 of the Illinois Municipal 
Code, the City of Anna has 
declared the following Ex-
hibit A Surplus Property List, 
as surplus personal property 
and offers the same for sale.

Said property may be in-
spected at the Public Works 
Garage located at 105 Market 
Street in the City of Anna and 
is sold in “AS IS” condition, 
without any implied or ex-
pressed warranties.

EXHIBIT A
Surplus Property

1992 Chevy Dump 
Truck, VIN# 1GBM7H-

1J7NJ101254, 
minimum bid $5,000.00
Sealed bids, identifying 

the above-described item(s), 
shall be received by the City 
Clerk during normal business 
hours, Monday through Fri-
day at the Anna City Hall, 103 
Market Street, Anna, Illinois 
through April 6, 2021. The 
minimum bid has been estab-
lished for each surplus item. 
Please see Surplus Property 
List for the Minimum bid, 
as no bid for less than that 

amount will be accepted. A 
check or money order shall 
accompany all bids for not 
less than 10% of the bid. 

All bids will be opened and 
read at the regular meeting 
of the Anna City Council to 
be held on April 7, 2021 at 3 
p.m. at the Anna City Hall. 
The City of Anna reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids.

Dori Bigler
City Clerk

15-16g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 23rd day of March, 2021, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Wyatt  Storage II with the 
place of business located at 
201 1/2 E. Chestnut Street, 
Anna, Illinois 62906 & 101 
W. Mississippi Street, Jones-
boro, Illinois 62952, and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

John E. Wyatt III
Susanne K. Wyatt

1733 Lockard Ave.
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

15-17gc

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSAL FOR 

COPYING & 
PRINTING SOLUTIONS 
FOR UNION COUNTY 

CLERK’S OFFICE 

Request for Proposal 
(RFP) packets are available 
in the Union County Clerk’s 
office and on our website 
at www.unioncountyil.gov.   
Questions regarding specifi-
cations may be directed to the 
County Administrator Angie 
Johnson via email at ajohn-
son@unioncountyil.gov.

Sealed bids should be sub-
mitted to the Union County 
Clerk by 4PM on Wednesday, 
April 7, 2021 at the Union 
County Courthouse.

The County reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids 
received and to waive or not 
waive any informalities or 
irregularities in bids or bid 
procedures, and to accept or 
further negotiate costs, terms, 
or conditions of any bid deter-
mined by the County to be in 
the best interest of the County. 

Union County Clerk 
309 West Market Street, 

Room 116
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

15p-16g

REQUEST FOR BIDS 
FOR INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY 
SERVICES FOR UNION 

COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT

Request for Proposal 
(RFP) packets are available 
in the Union County Clerk’s 
office and on our website 
at www.unioncountyil.gov.   
Questions regarding specifi-
cations may be directed to the 

County Administrator Angie 
Johnson via email at ajohn-
son@unioncountyil.gov.

Sealed bids should be sub-
mitted to the Union County 
Clerk by 4PM on Wednesday, 
April 7, 2021 at the Union 
County Courthouse.

The County reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids 
received and to waive or not 
waive any informalities or 
irregularities in bids or bid 
procedures, and to accept or 
further negotiate costs, terms, 
or conditions of any bid deter-
mined by the County to be in 
the best interest of the County. 

Union County Clerk 
309 West Market Street, 

Room 116
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

15p-16g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,

 ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF  ANITA 
DAVIS,

DECEASED.
IN PROBATE
NO. 2021-P-9

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
Anita Davis of Anna, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued 
on March 19, 2021, to Terry 
H. Hileman, 500 Plum St., 
Anna, Illinois  62906,  as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Elvis C. Cameron, 
205B N. Main St., Anna, 
Illinois.

Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 

time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 West Market, Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on or 
before September 1, 2021, 
or if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State 
of Illinois, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claim not 
filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the Executor and to the 
attorneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:  March 23, 2021.
   

TERRY H. HILEMAN
IND. EXECUTOR

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

ARDC#  6244394
16-18g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 26th day of March, 2021, 
under the Assumed Name of 
One Eleven Appleknocker, 
Inc. DBA: The Old Feed 
Store/Cobden Loft with the 
place of business located at 
111 Appleknocker, Cobden, 
Illinois 62920, and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Brooke A. Miller
P.O. Box 492

Cobden, IL 62920

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

16-18gc

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

Looking for CDL Drivers for spring 
season to work in Union CoUnty

Typically March into August.
Chance to get several hours with Overtime.

Home every night.

PerfecT fiT for:
•Retired Class A or B CDL drivers looking for extra 

income.
• CDL Drivers in between full time jobs.
• Persons 21 or over willing to get a CDL and en-

dorsements with help.

For more information, give us a call at
618-998-8200.CD 15-20G

To Place Your Ad Call 
(618) 833-2158
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603 East Broad St. • Jonesboro • 833-1725

one day only - Thursday, april 1sT
While Supplies Last!

Fresh
Chicken 
Beaks

ONLY

99¢ Bag

Really Big 
Carrots
$50 Ea.

Carry out not 
available on 

really big
carrots.

Road Kill

Big Earl's 

Road Kill 
Helper
$249 

6 Oz. Box

Pure Light

Lay's Light 
Chips 
$349 

0 Oz. Bag

Fresh 
Mouse 
Milk

$3249 

Gal.

Mouse

There was a reported UFO sighting on 
February 30th at the Anna City Park.
If you have any information regarding 

this, please call City Hall.

City of Anna
103 Market Street

Anna, IL 62906
618-833-2816

Happy April Fool's Day!

Get your volcano insurance before it is too late.
You never know when the next big blast could take you out.
Brad E. Donna, Agent

102 W. Broad St.
Jonesboro, IL
(618) 833-6021

When it looks like
your goose is cooked,
call your State Farm agent.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there®.

Two-star insignia pinned on
FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. – Maj. Gen. James Bonner, Maneuver Support 

Center of Excellence and Fort Leonard Wood  commanding general, had his 
two-star insignia pinned on by his wife Debra and MSCoE and Fort Leonard 
Wood Command Sgt. Maj. Randolph Delapena during a recent ceremony at the 
installation. Lt. Gen. Leslie Smith, 66th Inspector General for the U.S. Army, 
hosted the promotion ceremony virtually. Maj. Gen. Jim Bonner is a native of 
Anna and received a Regular Army commission in May 1988 as a distinguished 
military graduate from Southern Illinois University.  He assumed his position 
as commanding general of the Maneuver Support Center of Excellence in 
June of 2020. U.S. Army photo.

Easter egg
hunts planned

Easter egg hunts are 
planned Saturday morn-
ing, April 3, in Cobden and 
Wolf Lake.

Cobden
An Easter egg hunt is 

planned at 10 a.m. at the 
Cobden Community Park.

Children 8 years of age 
and under are welcome. 
Masks must be worn.

Wolf Lake
An Easter egg hunt is 

planned at 10 a.m. at the 
park in Wolf Lake.

Children up to 5th grade 
are welcome.

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                By Suzan Harvel

Hope everyone had a 
wonderful and safe St. Pat-
rick’s Day. 

Our potatoes have to wait 
until we can get the tiller in 
the garden though, as it’s a 
soggy mess.

Sadly, this also means 
it’s time for the mower to 
get serviced since the yard 
will need mowing. Notice 
I didn’t say grass. That’s 
because at this point ours 
is mostly wild garlic, dan-
delions and the clover that’s 
making an appearance.

Our household had an 
abundance of company this 
past week and a half. They 
are celebrating our bubble 
of protection after having 
COVID. 

Tami Sadler of Spar-
ta visited last Saturday. 
Then, Thursday of this past 
week, Wendy Finch, also of 
Sparta, and her boy Tristin 
dropped by. 

Saturday, we made a trip 
to Cape Girardeau to my 
daughter and son-in-law’s, 
Nikki and Jordan Bates, 
home. Not just to see my 
grandsons Godfrey and 
Desmond, but to celebrate 
Desmond’s, 2nd birthday. 
We were pleased to share it 
with his other grandparents, 
Allen and Glenda Bates of 
Eminence, Mo. 

As we returned home, the 
Owen family: Jon, Sarah, 
Brody and Laila of Troy, 
Ill., pulled in behind us. The 
guys got some fishing in 
before we fired up the grill. 

Finally, on Sunday, my 
daughter Allison Harvel, of 
Poplar Bluff, Mo., arrived 
while I was at church. That 
was a nice surprise to come 
home to. 

Later that afternoon, 
we were also visited by 
Chuck and Martha Harvel 
of Tamms, and their five 
grandchildren, Hadassah, 
Zipporah, Havilah, Naphta-
li and Berechiah of Cobden. 

It was such a joy seeing 
them all, especially for my 
mother-in-law, Shirley, as 
she’s not seen some of 
them since last year. So 
far, she’s seen all but two 
of her grandchildren, six of 
her great-grandchildren and 
two great-great-grandchil-
dren and their significant 
others. Hopefully, we’ll 
see them all soon. She also 
hopes to add another great 
grandchild to the list soon. 

Bro. Bobby Richard-
son’s, of Mill Creek Baptist, 
message this week came 
from John, and of what our 
ultimate goal should be: a 
home in heaven. 

Jesus told the disciples 
that He had come from 
God and was going to God. 
That’s just how we phrased 
it when my sweet mother 
left us: she had gone to God.

Please check out our 
Facebook feed for our ser-
vices, and listen to Bro. Bob 
explain it so much better 
than I can.  

We also updated our 
church prayer list and if 

you know of anyone that 
needs to be added please 
contact me. 

I don’t have much oth-
er news to impart from 
the area, except the creek 
beds are full. If you have 
a low frame vehicle, I’d 
give County Line Road a 
pass and take other routes. 
Given all the rain that’s not 
surprising. 

I’ve seen a lot of tur-
keys of late, and that was a 
big surprise to me and the 
dog while we were taking 
our ramble early Sunday 
morning. 

We didn’t mean to spook 
them, but it was fun watch-
ing them. I saw at best 
count, 20, flying over the 
creek bed when they saw 
us coming.

If you have news you’d 
like to see in this column, 
please contact me at 573-
208-9692. Have a great 
week.

Kindergarten
screenings set
in Cobden

Cobden Unit School Dis-
trict No. 17 has scheduled 
kindergarten screenings on 
Wednesday, April 21.

Parents or guardians of 
a child who will be 5 years 
old by Sept. 1 who live in 
the Cobden School District 
are asked to call 893-2311 
to schedule a kindergarten 
screening appointment. 
Screenings are by appoint-
ment only.

The school district asks 
that the child and all of the 
following information be 
brought to the appointment:

The child’s birth certifi-
cate (a certified birth certifi-
cate, not the hospital copy).

The child’s immuniza-
tion record.

Proof of income (W-2s, 
at least three pay stubs, tax 
return).

Proof of residency in the 
Cobden School District 
(utility bill, tax bill, official 
document with a physical 
address on it).

Fourteen area high school seniors 
awarded SIU Chancellor’s Scholarships

Fourteen high achieving 
high school seniors from 
throughout the region are 
receiving Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale 2021 
Chancellor’s Scholarship, 
which covers tuition, man-
datory fees, room and board 
for four years.

“I am excited to welcome 
these future Salukis from our 
own region to SIU, where 
they will receive a first-class 
education close to home,” 
SIUC chancellor Austin A. 
Lane said. 

“The Chancellor’s Schol-
arship is SIU’s most presti-

gious award. I congratulate 
all Chancellor’s Scholars on 
this remarkable achievement 
and look forward to seeing 
them in the fall.”

SIU will award 34 Chan-
cellor’s Scholarships this 
year. 

More than 450 high school 
students competed this year 
in a selection process that 
included a scholarship ap-
plication and essay, with 
finalists participating in a 
personal interview. 

S e l e c t e d  s t u d e n t s 
demonstrate high academic 
achievement, a strong re-
cord of leadership in their 

communities and participate 
in numerous extracurricular 
activities. 

As in prior years, schol-
arship recipients will come 
from throughout Illinois and 
the United States.

The award is renewable 
for three years, contingent 
upon the students main-
taining a 3.0 or higher GPA 
and completing 20 hours 
of community service and 
campus leadership activities 
per year.

Southern Illinois students 
who have received Chancel-
lor’s Scholarships include, 
by hometown, name, and 
high school:

Benton: Reece Johnson, 
Benton Consolidated High 
School.

Carbondale: Nathaniel 
Pimentel, Carbondale Com-
munity High School.

Columbia: Alexis Muel-
ler, Valmeyer High School.

Du Quoin: David Gomes, 
Du Quoin High School.

Energy: Austin Shadow-
en, Herrin High School.

E q u a l i t y :  M o r g a n 
Schmitt, Gallatin County 
High School.

Galatia: Luke Eisenhauer, 
home school.

Goreville: Alexis Ste-
insultz, Goreville High 
School.

Highland: Autumn Meyer, 
Highland High School.

Herrin: Kelsey Jurich, 
Herrin High School.

Johnston City: Caden 
Cockburn, Johnston City 
High School.

Marion: Dyson Roye, 
Marion High School.

McLeansboro: Leslie 
Grubb, Hamilton County 
Senior High School.

Raleigh: Gracie Harra-
wood,  E ldorado  High 
School. 

Vocal music
performance
workshop set

A vocal performance 
workshop  p rog ram i s 
planned April 10 at the Har-
old S. Jones Fine Arts Center 
in Cairo.

“So You Think You Can 
Sing” will feature one-on-
one sessions and a workshop.

The event is open to stu-
dents from 6th grade through 
college. The fine arts center 
is located at 815 Commercial 
Ave. in Cairo.

One-on-one sessions are 
scheduled from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. A workshop is planned 
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Vocal coaches are sched-
uled to be Dr. David Dillard, 
an associate professor in 
voice at Southern Illinois 
University; and Dr. Barbara 
Noyes, vocal teacher/collab-
orative pianist at SIU.

Limited seating is avail-
able and will be offered on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 
For more information, call 
618-306-5785.
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Get your Tsunami insurance
today, because you  never know

when the next big wave could 
wipe you out.

When you find
yourself knee deep 
in trouble, call
Taylor, Dodd
& Wood.

521 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-4721

Shawn McMahan
and

Rodney Henry

Brad's Collision Works 
and Towing LLC
511 E. Vienna Street
Anna, IL
(618) 833-3102

• Used Oil Changes $40
  This oil has been broken in!
• Greasy Rags $20
  We use only the best rags!
• Headlight Rotation $50
  Are your dims too bright? You need your headlights 

rotated!

Used Oil

Illegal Aliens: qwtyuiklo

Call me immediately if you are detained
or treated inappropriately.

Specializing in Extraterrestrial Justice.

Bill Ballard
Attorney at Law

500 S. Main • Anna
833-6432

Scholarships help students earn nurse practitioner 
degrees, keep quality health care in rural Illinois

By Christopher 
Heimerman

for the Illinois 
Press Association

For about 30 years, the 
Illinois Farm Bureau has 
injected about $320,000 
into the mission to get 
health care for farmers, by 
means of the Rural Nurse 
Practitioner Scholarship 
Program.

This year alone, the bu-
reau will award 15 schol-
arships in the amount of 
$4,000, funded by the Rural 
Illinois Medical Student 
Assistance Program.

Alex Kentner is a Ver-
milion County farmer and 
a 2018 recipient of one of 
the scholarships that helped 
him complete his degree in 
March 2020 online through 
Olivet Nazarene University. 
He now works in prompt 
care at OSF Healthcare in 
Danville.

As a resident of Bis-
marck, a village of about 
500 in Vermilion County, 
he knows the challenge of 
getting a farmer in front of 
a doctor.

“Farmers are very re-
silient,” said Kentner, 30. 
“They take on not only 
physical stress. It’s mental 
stress. They deal with a lot 
of stuff, and in turn, they 
don’t really take care of 
themselves, because they’re 

caring for their land, their 
livestock, their crops and 
their families.”

“I don’t like to go to the 
doctor, so getting a farmer 
out of the tractor, into the 
truck and to a doctor is a 
challenge,” said Donna 
Gallivan, who’s managed 
the RIMSAP program for 
about 10 years. “Their pri-
orities are a little different. 
They might be more apt to 
push things off.”

When the program began 
29 years ago, scholarships 
worth $2,000 were awarded 
to a couple of students. 

The RIMSAP board 
bumped the awards up to 
$4,000 around the time 
Gallivan became program 
manager, and after giving 
out fewer than 10 last year, 
it committed to 15 in 2021.

“It’s the need, the need to 
have medical staff in rural 
areas,” Gallivan said. “A lot 
of these rural areas are like 
a food desert. Some of these 
farmers might have to drive 
an hour or more to a clinic.”

For students to be eligi-
ble, they must commit to 
working two years in Illi-
nois per scholarship. 

Megan Tuetken, of Ir-
ving, a village of fewer than 
400 an hour’s drive south of 
Springfield, plans to apply 
for her third scholarship, 
meaning if she gets it, she’ll 
be on the hook for six years 
in Illinois, which poses zero 
issues. 

Her family and her hus-
band’s family have farmed 
the area for generations. 
In fact, before building his 
own home, her cousin lived 
in the same house on a cen-
tennial farm that was home 
to their grandparents and 
great-grandparents.

“I don’t know that there’s 
anywhere else we’d ever go, 

or anything else we would 
do,” Tuetken said. “The 
land has been in our family 
for years.”

Same goes for Kentner, 
who is Bismarck born and 
bred.

“I’ve always enjoyed 
the small-town setting,” he 
said. “It was just always a 
goal of mine to provide care 
in this setting. It’s where 
I want to raise my family. 
There’s a huge need in un-
derserved communities like 
this one.”

Right after earning her 
bachelor’s degree at Mil-
likin University in 2005, 
Tuetken got a job at Me-
morial Medical Center, 
where she still works in the 
ICU. She’ll finish her nurse 
practitioner degree online 
through Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville in 
May 2022. 

In addition to farming, 
her husband, Luke, pre-
viously worked a second 
job at the power plant in 
Coffeen before it closed: 
the day she started nurse 
practitioner school.

“So that was cool,” she 
said, laughing.

Luke quickly landed an-
other second job with Corte-
va Pioneer, but it didn’t pay 
quite as well as the power 
plant gig. So the scholarship 
is crucial to the family.

“We were going to make 
it work no matter what, but 
it definitely helped,” Megan 
said.

The Farm Bureau gives 
recipients a list of about 175 
approved practice commu-
nities, Gallivan said. Dan-
ville was added recently, 
after Kentner wrote a letter 
to the board asking it be 
included.

Tuetken is doing her clin-
icals in Hillsboro, a 10-min-

ute drive from the family 
farm.

“I would love to work 
closer to home as a nurse 
practitioner,” she said. “It’s 
something I’ve wanted to do 
for a while.”

She’s hoping there will 
be a job there for her, or in 
another nearby community.

One thing’s for certain: 
There will always be a need.

“Having a nurse prac-
titioner near those com-
munities is so important,” 
Gallivan said. “You figure if 
you’re a farmer and you’re 
diagnosed with diabetes, 
you can go to the clinic in 
the next town over, rather 
than losing half a day to 
drive to the bigger cities to 
have it done.”

Applications for the Ru-

16G

We are grateful for the 
loyalty and support of our 

customers and friends.
We off er . . .

Mobile Banking
Anywhere. Anytime.

Debit Cards
Shopping made easier.

Loans
Real Estate, Auto or Personal.

Big enough to serve all your banking 
needs. Small enough to know your name.

Serving the community since 1930.

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, Illinois • 833-2151
www.annastate.com

ral Practitioner Scholar-
ship Program are available 
at county Farm Bureaus 
throughout the state, on 
the Rural Illinois Medical 
Student Assistance Program 
website at RIMSAP.com, 
or by writing to Donna 
Gallivan, program manager, 
Illinois Farm Bureau, PO 
Box 2901, Bloomington, Ill. 
61702-2901. Applications 
are due May 1. 

For more information, 
contact Gallivan at 309-
557-2350 or dgallivan@
ilfb.org.



109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906 

833-8755

blinker

Lowest prices 
of the season 

on our high 
performance

BLINKER
FLUID

We are your Certified
Muffler Bearing

specialists

Our Canuder Valves can get your 
vehicle back in line with federal 
guidelines for Canuder emissions!

Stop in today for these and other great
April Fool's Day Specials!

Positivity rate, hospitalizations trending upward in Illinois
By Jerry Nowicki

Capitol News Illinois
jnowicki@capitol-
newsillinois.com

S P R I N G F I E L D  – 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
and case positivity rates con-
tinued to trend upward Mon-
day in Illinois, leaving entry 
into a recently-announced 
“bridge” phase of reopening 
uncertain even as the per-
centage of seniors vaccinated 
continued to increase.

The COVID-19 case pos-
itivity rate was 3.3 percent 
Monday, having risen for 
the fourth straight day. It 
marked a 50 percent in-
crease since March 14.

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 
announced 1,761 new cases 
Monday out of 49,449 test 
results reported over the 
previous 24 hours. Another 
five COVID-19 positive 

individuals were reported to 
have died Monday as well.

As of Sunday night, 
COVID-19 patients occu-
pied 1,352 hospital beds, the 
highest point since Feb. 26. 

T h e  2 8 0  i n t e n s i v e 
care unit beds in use by 
COVID-19 patients marked 
a high since March 1, while 
128 COVID-19 patients 
were on ventilators Sunday.

On a weekly average ba-
sis, there were 269 ICU 
beds occupied on average 
from Monday, March 22, to 
Sunday, March 28. That was 
an increase of 28, or 11.5 
percent, from the week prior. 

Hospital beds increased by 
153, or 13.3 percent, from the 
week prior, rising to 1,301 
beds in use on average over 
the seven-day period.

The 119 ventilators in use 
on average daily over the 
past week represented an 

increase of 15, or 14.7 per-
cent, from the week prior.

All of the hospitalization 
metrics had been decreas-
ing steadily for at least 15 
weeks before beginning 
the upward trend over the 
previous two weeks.

Meanwhile, 68.9 percent 
of seniors have received 
at least one dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine, but even 
if that number reaches 70 
percent, a “bridge” phase to 
expanded capacity limits at 
restaurants, other businesses 
and social gatherings is on 
hold until the hospitalization 
metrics and number of new 
cases reported stop climbing.

Last week, the state autho-
rized counties to expand vac-
cine eligibility to all Illinois-
ans age 16 and over ahead of 
the April 12 date on which 
the expansion is scheduled 
to go live statewide. 

Gov. JB Pritzker said al-
lowing county-level expan-
sions was an effort to get 
more people vaccinated in 
counties with low demand 
for those in the categories 
currently eligible for the 
vaccine.

Vaccination appointment 
and location information 
can be found at coronavirus.
illinois.gov or by calling 
833-621-1284.

The state also activated 
mobile vaccination teams 
in an effort to slow disease 
spread in problem areas. 

The mobile teams provide 
single-shot Johnson & John-
son vaccine and are active 
in Carroll, Ogle, Boone, Lee 
and Whiteside counties, with 
appointments coordinated by 
local health departments.

Over the seven days  prior 
to Monday, the state had ad-
ministered 103,769 vaccine 
doses on average, and more 

than 5.5 million doses have 
been administered since the 
vaccination effort began. 

More than 2 million Illi-
noisans, or 16.3 percent of 
the state’s population, were 
fully vaccinated.

The number of vaccines 
distributed by the federal 
government is increasing, 
according to Pritzker, and 
the state announced four 
new mass vaccination sites 
Monday, including new 
sites in Kane, Lake and Will 
counties and the expansion 
of a site in Grundy County.

“Over 3.6 million Illi-
noisans have already re-
ceived their first dose of 
vaccine. We’re projected to 
get nearly 1 million doses 
this week, and IDPH and 
our 97 local health depart-
ments are working hard to 
administer these shots,” 
Pritzker said in a statement. 

“However, this battle is 

far from over, and with new 
cases and hospitalizations 
on the rise, I encourage ev-
ery resident to buckle down, 
wear your mask, and do your 
part so we can all power 
through to the other side of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Pritzker also announced 
Monday he was activating 
additional members of the 
Illinois National Guard to as-
sist with vaccination efforts 
in McHenry County. There 
are more than 1,460 National 
Guard troops assigned to 
COVID-19 operations at 40 
locations, according to the 
governor’s office.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.Southern Seven opens COVID-19 

vaccinations to all adults, 18 and up
Southern Seven Health 

Department this week is 
announcing that effective 
immediately, it will open 
up COVID-19 vaccinations 
to any adult 18 years old 
and up. 

The health department 
noted in a news release 
that opening up vaccina-
tions to the general pub-
lic comes at a time when 
COVID-19 vaccine sup-
plies are strong, wait lists 
for individuals in priority 
groups in the region it 
serves have been exhausted 
and worrisome signs of in-
creasing COVID-19 cases 
and hospitalizations begin 
to spread.

“There are other, more 
populated areas of the 
state that are still work-
ing to vaccinate folks in 
priority groups 1A, 1B 
and 1B-plus,” said Nathan 
Ryder, outreach coordinator 
for Southern Seven Health 
Department’s contact trac-
ing team. 

“Thanks to a steady in-
crease in vaccine supplies 
in our seven county region 
lately and the help from our 
National Guard team mem-
bers, we’ve been able to get 
everyone on our wait lists 
vaccinated. We have plenty 
of vaccine available to start 
providing those shots to any 
adult who would like to get 
one.”

Teens ages 16-17 years 
old are also eligible to re-
ceive a vaccine, but current-
ly only the Pfizer vaccine is 
licensed to be administered 
for that age group. 

Because of the extreme 
cold storage requirements 
and the relatively short 
shelf-life, Southern Seven 
Health Department current-
ly does not offer the Pfizer 
vaccine at any of its mass 
vaccination clinics. 

The health department 
has started a wait list for 
parents with teens 16-17 
years old to gauge when 
and where they should host 
a clinic for that younger age 
group, Ryder said.

Parents or guardians can 
add their teen to that wait-
list by calling the Southern 
Seven Health Department 
at 618-634-2297 and select 
option number 5.

S tar t ing  las t  week, 
Southern Seven Health 

Department also started 
accepting walk-ins at its 
COVID-19 vaccine clinics 
spread throughout the re-
gion it serves. 

The walk-in vaccina-
tions will be limited to the 
first 100 people, based on 
available vaccine supplies 
for that day. 

Walk-ins will be accept-
ed between 10 a.m. and 
4 p.m. at Southern Seven 
Health Department’s mass 
vaccination sites. 

Individuals can still 
schedule themselves a guar-
anteed vaccine dose by 
booking an appointment 
online or by calling the Il-
linois Vaccine Appointment 
Call Center.

“We are beginning to 
see worrisome trends of 
COVID-19 case numbers 
on the rise in other areas of 
Illinois and in neighboring 
states,” Ryder said.

“Even more troubling is 
that IDPH is beginning to 
see the more contagious 
B117 variant spreading 
throughout the state. 

“Now is the time for 
us to get as many people 
vaccinated for COVID-19 
as physically possible. Just 
two weeks after your first 
vaccination you can have a 
great amount of immunity 
built up to help you fight a 
COVID-19 infection.”

To guarantee a vaccine 
dose on a given day, people 
can schedule themselves 
for a vaccine appointment 
using the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health’s 
COVID-19 vaccine reg-
istration system online at 
https://covidvaccination.
dph.illinois.gov

Vaccines will be provid-
ed only to Illinois residents 
and/or to individuals with 
proof of employment in 
Illinois. At the current time, 
Southern Seven Health 
Department will only be 
vaccinating adults 18 years 
old and up.

Currently, the health de-
partment is operating at 
least two mass vaccination 
locations in the region each 
day, Monday through Fri-
day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

There is no charge to 
receive a COVID-19 vac-
cine from Southern Seven 
Health Department, which 
covers Alexander, Hardin, 

Johnson, Massac, Pope, 
Pulaski and Union counties.

IDPH has established 
a  COVID-19 vaccine 
appointment call center, 
which is open seven days a 
week, from 6 a.m. to mid-
night, and can be contacted 
by calling 833-621-1284. 

SIH Healthcare has also 
established a regional call 
center to assist individuals 
who may have difficul-
ty scheduling themselves 
online for a COVID-19 
vaccine. Their call center 
may be reached by dialing 
866-744-2468, Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

For questions regarding 
COVID-19 or locations of 
COVID-19 vaccine clinics, 
contact Southern Seven 
Health Department at 618-
634-2297 or visit them on 
Facebook and online at 
www.southern7.org. 

Total of 2,177 COVID-19 
cases in Union County

Union County had one 
new confirmed case of 
COVID-19 on Monday, 
March 29. The case in-
volved one person in the 
50s.

The number of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Union County since the 
start of the pandemic to-
talled 2,177 as of March 
29, Southern Seven Health 
Department reported.

Total COVID-19 statis-
tics for Union County since 
the start of the pandemic, as 
of March 29, follow:

2,177 cases. 2,139 recov-
ered. Seven active cases. 31 
deaths had been reported.

Southern Seven Health 
Department serves Union, 
Alexander, Hardin, John-
son, Massac, Pope and 
Pulaski counties.

As of March 29, the 
health department reported 
the following statistics for 
the seven counties it serves: 

Six newly confirmed 
cases. 12 newly recovered 
cases. 37 total active cases. 
97 total deaths. 6,638 cu-
mulative total cases.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Daffodils, sometimes called Easter flowers, 
have been in bloom for several weeks in the Union 
County area.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, April 1, 1971

Union County voters will go to the polls Tuesday, April 
6, to elect three members to the Shawnee Junior College 
Board of Trustees.

They will also elect a Clerk and Highway Commis-
sioner for each of the Road Districts 1-A and 2-A on the 
same date.

Voters will again go to the polls Saturday, April 10, to 
elect members to the various seven-man Boards of Educa-
tion in Union County school districts.

Tuesday, April 20, they will again go to the polls to 
elect City officials and Village officials in Anna, Cobden, 
Dongola and Jonesboro.

***
Union County residents are preparing, as are Christians 

throughout the civilized world, for Holy Week, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday services when one of the most 
joyous of all Christian observances will be held, the 
Resurrection of Christ. Holy Week commences on Palm 
Sunday, April 4.

The Fifth Interdenominational Laymen’s Breakfast will 
be Monday, April 5, at 7:00 a.m. at the American Legion 
Community Center, Anna.

Great Boars
of Fire

920 Kratzinger Hollow Rd.
Cobden, IL

www.greatboarsoffire.com

Now smoking
dinosaur meat. 

Feed the family 
and the entire 
neighborhood.

Meat must be provided.Osman Farms

Come get your
rutabaga seeds.

(The dumbest vegetable)

20%Discount

After the sabbath, and towards dawn on the first day 
of the week, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary went 
to visit the sepulchre.

And all at once there was a violent earthquake, for the 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and 
rolled away the stone and sat on it. His face was like 
lightning, his robe white as snow.

The guards were so shaken, so frightened of him, that 
they were like dead men.

But the angel spoke; and he said to the women, "There 
is no need for you to be afraid. I know you are looking 
for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said he would.

"Come and see the place where he lay, then go quickly 
and tell his disciples, 'He has risen from the dead and now 
he is going before you to Galilee; it is there you will see 
him.' Now I have told you."

Filled with awe and great joy the women came quickly 
away from the tomb and ran to tell the disciples. From 
the Gospel of Matthew 

Happy Easter

Happy April Fool’s Day.
April’s Fool’s Day was yesterday. Or, maybe it’s to-

morrow. Just foolin’. It’s today. Saw it online, so it has 
to be true.

As you may have noticed (well, I hope you noticed), 
page one of this week’s paper looked a little bit differ-
ent. Just having a little bit of fun. Hope you enjoy it. No 
foolin’...

Meanwhile...
Up until a few years ago, I didn’t know there were super 

moons...and I also did not know there are so many names 
for the full moons which we see in the night sky over  the 
course of a year...the wolf moon...the snow moon...the 
strawberry moon...the sturgeon moon...the hey diddle, 
diddle, the cat and the fiddle, the cow jumped over the 
moon moon...and so on.

The end of March brought the Full Worm Moon. Re-
ally. The Old Farmer’s Almanac’s website explained that 
March’s full Worm Moon reached its peak illumination 
at 1:50 p.m. our time on Sunday, March 28. “Look for the 
spectacularly bright Moon as it rises above the horizon 
that evening!” the website advised.

(I did. And it was.)
 The website shared all kinds of fascinating information 

about the Worm Moon: 
“March’s full Moon goes by the name Worm Moon, 

which was originally thought to refer to the earthworms 
that appear as the soil warms in spring. This invites robins 
and other birds to feed – a true sign of spring!

“An alternative explanation for this name comes from 
Captain Jonathan Carver, an 18th-century explorer, who 
wrote that this Moon name refers to a different sort of 
‘worm’ – beetle larvae—which begin to emerge from 
the thawing bark of trees and other winter hideouts at 
this time.

“Alternative March Moon Names
“There are quite a few names for the March Moon that 

speak to the transition from winter to spring. Some refer 
to the appearance (or reappearance) of certain animals, 
such as the Eagle Moon, Goose Moon (Algonquin, Cree), 
or Crow Comes Back Moon (Northern Ojibwe), while 
others refer to signs of the season:

“The Sugar Moon (Ojibwe) marks the time of year when 
the sap of sugar maples starts to flow.

“The Wind Strong Moon (Pueblo) refers to the strong 
windy days that come at this time of year. 

“The Sore Eyes Moon (Dakota, Lakota, Assiniboine) 
highlights the blinding rays of sunlight that reflect off the 
melting snow of late winter. 

“March’s full Moon often plays a role in religion, 
too. Specifically, in Christianity, this Moon is known as 
the Lenten Moon if it is the last full Moon of the winter 
season (i.e., if it occurs before the spring equinox) or as 
the Paschal Full Moon if it is the first full Moon of spring 
(i.e., if it occurs after the spring equinox).

“In 2021, March’s full Moon occurs after the date of 
the spring equinox (March 20), so it is also the Paschal 
Full Moon.”

Just in case you are wondering, or still care, here’s a list 
of the names for the rest of the full moons for 2021, and 
the dates for their apperance, from the space.com website:

Full Wolf Moon, January 28. Full Snow Moon, February 
27. Full Pink Moon, April 26. Full Flower Moon, May 
26. Full Strawberry Moon, June 24. Full Buck Moon, July 
23. Full Sturgeon Moon, August 22. Full Harvest Moon, 
September 20. Full Hunter’s Moon, Oct. 20. Full Beaver 
Moon, November 19. Full Cold Moon, December 18. 
Now, you know...

One more thing for this week: Happy Easter...enjoy 
those Peeps, chocolate bunnies and Cadbury eggs...

...speaking of Cadbury eggs...

...an “official” news release from The Hershey Com-
pany, which “sells Cadbury products under license from 
Cadbury UK Ltd.,” reported that the “2021 Cadbury 
Bunny is Betty the Australian White’s Treefrog from 
Stuart, FL. Betty is the winner of the much-loved Easter 
brand’s third-annual Cadbury Bunny Tryouts and will be 
the new star of the iconic Cadbury Clucking Bunny Com-
mercial, set to air on TV nationwide this spring.”

The news release noted that “this is Betty’s first Easter, 
and she’s very excited to represent her amphibian friends. 
Betty sleeps during the day, but when the lights go out, 
the real fun begins. She enjoys snacking, bathing in her 
favorite bowl, jumping around and hanging out with 
her fellow frog friends. Aside from being the contest’s 
smallest winner to-date and a natural at the bunny hop, 
Betty is also making history as the first amphibian and 
first female winner.”

After reading that Betty sleeps during the day, that when 
the lights go out, “the real fun begins”... and that “she en-
joys snacking,” I figured she and our cat Bob have a lot of 
common. Maybe next year, Bob can  be the Cadbury cat...

That’s all folks... 

'Worm moon' in night sky...and the Easter frog...

The “worm moon”...almost...this image of our neigh-
bor in the cosmos was captured Friday night, shining 
brightly in a clear sky over Union County. That would 
have been a couple of days before the “worm moon” 
reached “peak illumination.”

Yes. This is a photograph of a frog. Not the 2021 
Cadbury frog. A cousin of that celebrity amphibian, 
perhaps.

A drive-thru or dine in fish dinner is planned at the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455. 
The post is located at 70 VFW Ln. near Anna.

The VFW plans to serve the fish dinner on Friday, April 
2. Serving is scheduled from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

The menu will include fish, potato salad, baked beans, 
hush puppies and a pickle for a donation of $10. 

Those who would like to order a meal are asked to call 
833-5182 any day after 1 p.m., but no later than 2 p.m. 
Friday, April 2, to make reservations for pick up or din-
ing in so the VFW can make sure there are not too many 
people in the back hall and social distancing can be set up.

Those who order dinners are asked to have correct 
change; no credit or debit cards can be accepted.

Bingo
Xtreme Bar Bingo is scheduled to return to the Anna 

VFW post on Monday, April 5.
The kitchen is scheduled to open at 6 p.m. Bingo will 

start at 7 p.m. 
A maximum of 50 people will be allowed at this time. 

There is no charge to play bingo.

Anna VFW planning to serve drive-thru, dine in fish dinner

Fort de Chartres, near present day Prairie du Rocher, 
was established in 1719. The fort became the seat of 
military and civil government in Illinois. The fort was 
rebuilt in 1727, 1732 and 1753. In 1757, the French built 
Fort Ascension, later known as Fort Massac, on the Ohio 
River near present day Metropolis.
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