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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

An image of a 1921 An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School yearbook’s 
cover is one of the items 
which can be seen on an 
A-J History website cre-
ated by history teacher Amy 
Penninger and her students. 
The website (https://sites.
google.com/aj81.net/histo-
ryarchive/home) has been 
created by teacher Amy 
Penninger and her students 
at the Union County school.  

***
The community is in-

vited to be a part of the A-J 
football team’s White Out 
Game against Nashville, 
which is set for 7 p.m. 
Friday, April 23. The game 
will support Tabi Smith and 
her family.

***
Really? A forecast posted 

last Friday morning on the 
website for the National 
Weather Service office in 
Paducah was calling for 
the possibility of SNOW 
SHOWERS on Tuesday 
night and Wednesday of this 
week in the Anna area. The 
mention of snow was gone 
by Friday afternoon...

***
...by Sunday afternoon, 

the forecast for Tuesday 
night which was posted on 
the website was sharing that 
rain showers were likely, 
“mixing with snow” after 
11 p.m., along with a low 
around 32...

(continued on page 2)

Making a special dinner possible
The Cupboard is the Shawnee Community College food pantry for the college’s students. The 

pantry made Easter dinner extra special for 50 Shawnee Community College students. The pantry 
offered students a chance to stop by and pick up a grocery bag with all the essential items to prepare 
a full Easter meal just before the weekend holiday. The students’ appreciation for the giveaway was 
evident on their faces as they picked up their supplies for dinner, college officials said. The Cupboard 
provides weekly distribution of items such as groceries and personal care items for students who are 
in need. Shawnee Community College employee volunteers Jacqueline Smith, administrative assistant 
to the vice president of student success, and Carrie Davis, the college’s completion coach, along with 
student workers, distributed Easter grocery bags to Shawnee Community College students. Shawnee 
Community College photo.

County under freeze warning early Wednesday

Cold Wednesday morning
A map posted on the website for the National 

Weather Service office in Paducah showed 
areas which were under a freeze warning early 
Wednesday morning. The warning was issued 
for parts of Southern Illinois, Southeast Missouri, 
Western Kentucky, southwest Indiana and northeast 
Arkansas. The areas covered by the freeze warning 
are shaded in dark.

The Union County area 
was under a freeze warning 
for the early morning hours 
of Wednesday.

The warning was issued 
by the National Weather 
Service office in Paducah. 
The warning was in ef-
fect from 1 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Wednesday.

The weather service 
warned early Tuesday 
morning that sub-freezing 
temperatures as low as 28 
degrees were expected in all 
of Southern Illinois, as well 
as in portions of Southeast 
Missouri.

Frost and freeze condi-
tions were expected which 
could kill crops and other 
sensitive vegetation. 

The unseasonably cold 
temperatures also could 

have possibly damaged 
unprotected outdoor plumb-
ing.

The weather service ad-
vised area residents to take 
steps “to protect tender 
plants from the cold. To 
prevent freezing and pos-
sible bursting of outdoor 
water pipes they should be 
wrapped, drained, or al-
lowed to drip slowly. Those 
that have in-ground sprin-
kler systems should drain 
them and cover above-
ground pipes to protect 
them from freezing.”

The forecast was calling 
for showers to begin Tues-
day afternoon. 

Rain and snow show-
ers were possible Tuesday 
night. The weather service 
was calling for the possibil-

ity of new snow accumula-
tion of less than a half inch.

Widespread frost was ex-
pected after 2 a.m., and be-
fore 9 a.m., on Wednesday.

Widespread frost was in 
the forecast again during 
the early morning hours 
of Thursday, today. The 
forecast was calling for sun-
shine and a high tempera-
ture near 58 on Thursday, 
today, in the Anna area.

The National Weather 
Service Weather Prediction 
Center in College Park, 
Md., reported on its website 
early Tuesday that sub-
freezing record tempera-
tures were expected across 
much of the south-central 
United States Wednesday 
morning.

COVID-19 Day of Remembrance planned
being invited to attend a 
ceremony of their choice.  

Southern Seven Health 
Department advised that 
location details for the each 
county will be provided in 
the coming weeks.  

Masking and social dis-
tancing will be observed to 
protect those in attendance.  

In addition to a moment 
of silence for those lost 
due to the pandemic, each 
county will sign a proc-
lamation to declare May 
4 as COVID-19 Day of 
Remembrance.   

While many in the region 
have been fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19, South-
ern Seven Health Depart-
ment continues to stress the 
importance of continued 
masking and following all 
CDC recommended safety 
measures to stop the spread.  

Beginning April 12, all 
Illinois residents and work-
ers, age 18 and older, be-
came eligible to receive a 
vaccine in any Southern 
Seven county.  

Vaccinations are avail-
able by walk-in or by sched-
uled appointments.  Weekly 
schedules are posted on 
the department’s Facebook 
page and at southern7.org. 

For more information 
regarding Southern Seven 
Health Department’s CO-
VID-19 Day of Remem-
brance call 618-634-2297 
or visit Southern Seven on 
Facebook and Twitter.  

by Southern Seven. The 
individual was from Union 
County.   

At that time, 64 positive 
cases of COVID-19 had 
been reported in the region.  

The first case in the re-
gion served by Southern 
Seven Health Department 
was reported in Massac 
County on April 1, 2020. 

As of April 16, 6,694 
individuals in the region 
had tested positive for CO-
VID-19 since the start of the 
pandemic; of those, 100 had 
succumbed to the disease.

In Union County, a total 
of 2,183 cases had been 
reported as of April 16. 
COVID-19 had claimed the 
lives of 32 Union County 
residents. 

“Every life is important,” 
Southern Seven Health 
Department executive di-
rector Rhonda Andrews-
Ray said in a news release 
announcing the upcoming 
COVID-19 Day of Remem-
brance on May 4.

“This special event will 
honor those that we love 
and have fallen due to CO-
VID-19.” 

Each Southern Seven 
county plans to have its 
own public ceremony or to 
participate in the ceremony 
which will be held at the 
health department’s admin-
istrative building in Ullin.

Residents, as well as 
state and local officials, are 

As the nation contin-
ues to battle COVID-19, 
Southern Seven Health 
Department is reflecting 
on the past year and the 
pandemic’s impact on the 
more than 60,000 residents 
who live in the lower seven 
counties of Illinois, includ-
ing Union County.

In honor of all lives af-
fected by the pandemic, 
Southern Seven Health 
Department is coordinating 
a region-wide COVID-19 
Day of Remembrance cer-
emony, which is planned at 
2 p.m. on May 4.

May 4 will mark the one-
year anniversary of the first 
COVID-19 death reported 

More than 4,800 people 
in Union County had re-
ceived full doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccines as of late 
last week.

Provisional data posted 
on the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 
website showed that 4,885 

people had been fully vac-
cinated.

Union County has a 
population of 16,841. The 
number of people who had 
been fully vaccinated as of 
April 15 represented 29.01 
percent of the county’s 
population.

As of last week, the 
county was ahead of the 
State of Illinois in terms 
of the percentage of the 
population who had been 
fully vaccinated.

Provisional data for the 
state showed that 24.97 
percent of the people in the 
state had been fully vacci-
nated as of April 15.

A total of 3,182,010 had 
been fully vaccinated. Il-
linois has a population of 
12,741,080 people.

As of April 15, Southern 
Seven Health Department 
reported that the total num-
ber of COVID-19 cases in 
Union County since the 
start of the pandemic was 
2,183.

No new cases
of COVID-19
in county

Union County had no 
new confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 on Monday, 
April 19.

The number of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Union County since the 
start of the pandemic to-
talled 2,183 as of April 
19, Southern Seven Health 
Department reported.

Total COVID-19 statis-
tics for Union County since 
the start of the pandemic, as 
of April 19, follow:

2,183 cases. 2,148 recov-
ered. Three active cases. 32 
deaths had been reported.

As of April 15...

Total of 4,885 people
in Union County had
been fully vaccinated

Blood drive set
An American Red Cross 

blood drive is planned 
Wednesday, April 28, at 
Anna-Jonesboro Communi-
ty High School. The blood 
drive is scheduled from 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

To make an appointment 
to be a donor, visit redcross-
blood.org.
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News Notes
(continued from page 1)

A mechanical issue in-
volving an altitude valve 
led to the issuing of a boil 
water order in the City 
of Anna on Monday and 
Tuesday. The issue was 
quickly repaired and city 
officials were awaiting lab 
test results so the boil order 
could be lifted.

***
A sign in Cobden shows 

Aug. 6-7 as the dates for the 
2021 Peach Festival. The 
Peach Festival, presented 
by the Cobden Lions Club, 
was cancelled last year due 
to the coronavirus/CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

***
April 11-17 was National 

Telecommunicators (911 
dispatchers) Week. The 
Union County Sheriff ’s 
Office hosted a lunch to 
honor dispatchers. We join 
in offering a belated thank 
you to the folks we hear first 
when help is needed during 
an emergency.

*** 
The Union Pacific Rail-

road reportedly is plan-
ning repair on the railroad 
crossing in Ware. Reports 
indicated the work is slated 
to begin early Thursday 
morning, April 29, and con-
tinue until Friday evening, 
April 30. The crossing will 
be closed to traffic while 
the work is being done. A 
detour is planned.

***
Happy Earth Day (which 

is April 22).
***

The First Baptist Church 
in Jonesboro is making note 
of a very special birthday: 
Ludine Copeland was born 
100 years ago on April 21.

***
Reminder: the Union 

County circuit clerk’s of-
fice continues to collect 
items in support of April’s 
observance of Child Abuse 

Prevention Month. Items 
such as socks, underwear, 
toothpaste/toothbrushes 
and more, can be donated 
at the Union County Court-
house in Jonesboro. The 
items which are donated 
will go the Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Fam-
ily Services office in Union 
County.

***
Another reminder: Union 

County Women in Busi-
ness’s second annual Ex-
plore Your Neighborhood 
virtual marathon is under-
way until May 16. Registra-
tion is available online at 
www.runsignup.com.

***
The Anna Moose Lodge 

was planning to host a free 
first responders apprecia-
tion dinner Monday after-
noon/evening, April 19. 

***
May will be a busy month 

for the Anna-Jo Garden 
Club, with a perennial plant 
sale scheduled for May 1, 
a meeting on May 11 and 
an evening garden walk 
on May 20 at the Anna-Jo 
Garden Club Park in Anna.

***
Cobden High School 

Senior Week activities are 
planned May 10-14. A pa-
rade for the class of 2021 
is planned May 11. Gradu-
ation is scheduled May 14.

***
Cobden Youth and Com-

munity Advocates members 
Kaylee Hall, Nicole Basler 
and Tess Brummer recently 
helped cosponsor Carlee 
Coplea to plant some items 
in a community garden 
behind the Pack Rats build-
ing. CYCA is hoping to be 
able to donate produce from 
the garden to the Cobden 
Elementary School food 
pantry.

***
Cobden School District 

horticulture class students 
recently planted flowers 
at the Cobden Community 
Park’s soccer field entrance.

***
Cobden’s Dawson Short 

and Jace Wyatt won a recent 
high school bass tourna-
ment which was held at 
Kinkaid Lake. The team 
landed 11.70 pounds of 
bass. Josh Jackson coaches 
the Cobden team.

***
The Cobden School golf 

teams are planning a scram-
ble on Saturday, May 8, at 
Keller’s Crossing at Stone 
Creek in Makanda.

The Cobden School Dis-
trict is saluting Mary En-
mon, who recently retired 
after 16 years of service.

***
SIH is scheduled to con-

duct sports physicals on 
May 6 at Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School.

***
Dental Safari was sched-

uled to be at A-JCHS on 
Friday, April 16.

***
Boil water order signs 

were seen last Friday after-
noon in Alto Pass.

***
A major project is under-

way at a bridge over Illinois 
Route 127 in Alto Pass. 
Lots of earth work has been 
underway for a while.

***
Just around the corner: 

the sixth annual Shaw-
nee Hills Pottery Trail is 
planned Saturday and Sun-
day, May 1-2. The trail will 
feature six stops in Union 
and Jackson counties.

***
A wrestling event is 

scheduled April  29 at 
Quick’s Skating Rink in 
Anna.

***
Folks are starting to see 

hummingbirds in Union 
County.

Information sought in
homicide investigation

The family of an appar-
ent homicide victim and 
the Illinois State Police 
are seeking information 
regarding a homicide in-
vestigation.

Illinois State Police Dis-
trict 22 posted the following 
information about the in-
vestigation on social media:

On September 11th, 
2019, Illinois State Police, 
Zone 7 Investigations was 
notified of a house fire in 
rural Tamms, Illinois. 

It was learned on the pre-
vious evening, September 
10th, 2019, a residential 
fire occurred on McDaniel 
School Road in Alexander 
County. 

The home owner and sole 
occupant Larry L. McNelly 

had not been heard from, 
nor was he located at the 
scene. A missing person 
investigation ensued.

On September 16th, 
2019, Agents learned Mc-
Nelly’s body had been re-
covered from the Mississip-
pi River in Tennessee. The 
case is being investigated as 
a homicide.

The family of Larry Mc-
Nelly is seeking informa-
tion and is offering a cash 
reward for information 
leading to the arrest and 
conviction of those respon-
sible for the death of Larry 
McNelly.

Anyone with informa-
tion is urged to contact the 
Illinois State Police at 618-
542-2171 Ext. 120.

Illinois State Police conduct
roadside safety check in county

Capt. Michael Alvey, 
the commander of Illinois 
State Police District 22, 
has announced the results 
of a roadside safety check 
which was conducted in 
March in Union County.

The roadside safety 
check was conducted from 
late night on March 20 to 
early morning on March 21.

The roadside safety 

check was conducted by 
District 22 officers at U.S. 
Route 51 and Wing Hill 
Road.

The following statistics 
were reported:

Other alcohol/drug ci-
tations, two. Occupant 
restraint offenses, three. 
Registration offenses, four. 
Driver’s license offenses, 
seven. Insurance violations, 
five.

Total citations/arrests, 
11. Total written warnings, 
15.

The state police said that 
roadside safety checks are 
designed to keep roads safe 
by taking offenders off the 
road for driving under the 
influence, DUI, violations.

The roadside safety 
check was funded through 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation.

Weather
Light rain was recorded 

on four days during the 
period of April 13-19 in the 
Union County area.

Precipitation measured 
during the period included 
.01 of an inch on April 13, 
.03 of an inch on April 14, 
.39 of an inch on April 18 
and .01 of an inch on April 
19.

Temperatures during the 
period ranged from a high 
of 68 degrees to a low of 36.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, April 13       66 53
Wednesday, April 14  67 46
Thursday, April 15      60 38
Friday, April 16           62 45
Saturday, April 17       58 36
Sunday, April 18         64 46
Monday, April 19        68 36

Illinois statewide unemployment 
rate fell to 7.1 percent in March

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The 

statewide unemployment 
rate in Illinois fell three-
tenths of a percentage point 
in March, to 7.1 percent, as 
the daily count of new CO-
VID-19 cases and the case 
positivity rate appeared to 
be leveling late last week.

The Illinois Department 
of Employment Security 
said Thursday, April 15, 
that preliminary numbers 
showed employers added 
32,200 nonfarm jobs during 
the month, with the biggest 
gains showing up in the 
leisure and hospitality sec-
tor, which took the biggest 
hit during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Other industries posting 
gains included construc-
tion, and business and pro-
fessional services. 

The information sector, 
which includes the media, 
financial activities and gov-
ernment employment, all 
posted modest job losses.

“Today’s data is a positive 
step in the right direction in 
restoring the workforce a 
year after the COVID-19 
pandemic devastated state 
and national economies 
and left thousands jobless,” 
Deputy Gov. Dan Hynes 
said in a statement. 

“While there is still more 
work to recover from the 

effects of this virus, the 
Pritzker administration re-
mains fully committed to 
supporting claimants and 
dislocated workers and 
getting our economy back 
on track.”

The preliminary esti-
mates reflect activity the 
week of Friday, March 12. 

The preliminary jobs 
numbers for February that 
were released in March 
were revised upwards to re-
flect the addition of 37,300 
jobs that month, although 
the estimated unemploy-
ment rate in February was 
unchanged, at 7.4 percent.

IDES also reported April 
15 that first-time unemploy-
ment claims rose during the 
week that ended April 10 
to 18,986, a 17 percent in-
crease from the prior week. 

But that also reflected 
an 87 percent decline from 
the same week a year ago, 
when 140,787 workers filed 
initial claims.

The U.S. Department of 
Labor reported that 238,016 
people were receiving con-
tinuing unemployment 
benefits during the week 
that ended April 3, down 
3.4 percent from the week 
before.

Meanwhile, data from 
the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 
showed signs that a recent 
surge of COVID-19 cases 
may have been leveling.

IDPH said April 18 that 

3,581 new confirmed and 
probable cases of the dis-
ease had been reported over 
the previous 24 hours. 

That number had hovered 
between 3,000 and 4,000 
each day for about the pre-
vious 10 days. 

The case positivity rate, 
new cases as a percent of 
tests performed, held steady 
from the previous day at 4.2 
percent.

IDPH also reported April 
15 that 40 virus-related 
deaths had occurred over 
the previous 24 hours, 
bringing the statewide total 
since the pandemic began 
to 21,609.

As of late Wednesday 
night, April 14, 2,043 Illi-
noisans were reported hos-
pitalized with the disease, 
including 468 patients in 
intensive care units and 190 
patients on ventilators.

Also as of Wednesday 
night, April 14, more than 
7.6 million doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccines had been 
administered. The seven-
day rolling average of doses 
administered daily stood at 
129,317.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

Someone, 
somewhere

wants just what 
you don't 

need anymore.
Use a classified ad

in
The Gazette-Democrat

to get yourself 
some extra cash.

To place your 
classified ad, 
call 833-2158.
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Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Here are 6 reasons why you should enroll in eStatements:
1. Saves time… you’ll get your 

statement faster.
2. Saves space… No need to file or 

organize your statements.
3. It is more secure
4. You can’t lose it
 5. Promotes the Environment
 6. WE WILL GIVE YOU MONEY!
 

When you sign up for eStatements through online banking, starting 
April 19th through April 30th, A-JNB will deposit $5 into your account.
For example; If you have 3 accounts that you enroll in eStatements, 
you will receive a $5 credit in each of those 3 accounts.

You can’t beat getting money for a great service!

 Call our new accounts department at 618-833-4546
or 618-833-8506 for more details.

April 22nd is Earth Day! As part of Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank’s commitment to reduce waste and take better care

of our planet, we would like to encourage you to
“Go Paperless” with your bank statements.

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

16-20G

Dreaming Up the Ideal
Retirement Is Your Job.
Helping You Get There Is Ours.
To learn more about why Edward Jones makes sense 
for you, call my office today.

#TEAMTABI
Our family would like to thank our 

community for all the outstanding 
gestures that have been performed and 
implemented  over the past five months. 
We would like to thank everyone who 
took part in fundraisers for #TEAMTABI.

Our family, friends, churches, 
schools, businesses that stepped up to 
help us out in this time of need have 
absolutely been truly amazing and 
it will never be forgotten. The cards, 
phone calls, text messages, donations, 
food and especially the prayers, will be 
cherished forever. When there has been 
a need, someone, or many of you have 

always been there to help. 
Most of all, we would like to thank God for giving us a miracle, in 

which he has given us continued time on earth with our sweet Tabi. 
Please continue to pray for Tabi and our family, and accept our 
heartfelt thank you's from the bottom of our hearts.

Tabi Smith and family
19GC

Union County students
named State Scholars

The Illinois Student 
Assistance Commission, 
ISAC, has announced 2021-
2022 Illinois State Scholars.

More than 16,640 high 
school students from 676 
schools have been recog-
nized for their exceptional 
academic achievement.

Eleven students from two 
Union County high schools 
are among the 2021-2022 
Illinois State Scholars.

Local  s tudents  who 
earned the recognition in-
cluded, by school, as pro-
vided by the ISAC:

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School

Connor Hallam, Grayson 
Heath, Evan Keller, Lexie 
Lingle, Peyton Otey, Keri 
Rendleman, Jaley Watkins, 
Kimberly Williams.

Cobden High School
Aubrey Fisher, Noah 

Franklin, Kate Staley.
These top performing 

students are selected an-
nually based on their ACT 
or SAT exams and sixth 
semester class rank and are 
recognized for their excep-
tional academic achieve-
ment. 

Illinois State Scholars 
rank in approximately the 
top 10 percent of gradu-
ates from the state’s high 
schools. 

State Scholars are usu-
ally announced in early 
December; however, the 
postponement or cancella-
tion of spring 2020 college 
entrance exams due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic de-
layed this year’s announce-
ments until complete data 
was available.

“In a year when students 
and families across the state 
and the nation have faced 
unprecedented personal 
and financial challenges as 
a result of the pandemic, we 
could not be more proud of 
the continued focus, ded-
ication and achievements 
of our State Scholars,” said 
Eric Zarnikow, executive 
director of the ISAC. 

“We also want to recog-
nize the invaluable support 
of families, mentors, teach-
ers, school counselors, and 
others, who are themselves 
dealing with the challenges 
of the pandemic and yet 
have remained dedicated 
to assisting students and 
helping them move forward 
on a path to meet their edu-
cational and career goals.”

While the Illinois State 
Scholars recognition is a 
non-monetary award, re-
cipients receive a congrat-
ulatory letter from ISAC, a 
certificate of achievement 
and statewide media rec-
ognition. 

Illinois expands Medicaid 
coverage for postpartum care

By Raymon Troncoso
Capitol News Illinois
rtroncoso@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Illinois 

will now provide Medicaid 
benefits to eligible mothers 
for up to 12 months postpar-
tum, a major extension from 
the previous 60-day limit.

Gov. JB Pritzker made 
the announcement Tuesday, 
April 13, after a waiver 
submitted in 2019 by the 
state to the federal Centers 
for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services was recently 
approved.

“Every mother in Illinois 
deserves access to quality 
healthcare following the 
birth of a child, regard-
less of their income level,” 
Pritzker said in a release. 

“I’m proud to announce 
Illinois is now the first state 
in the nation to offer eligi-
ble mothers 12 months of 
postpartum care coverage 
through Medicaid.”

According to the release, 
the measure was pursued 
specifically to address the 
significant health disparities 
in maternal mortality and 
morbidity between Black 
women and their white peer 
groups. 

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 

developed a report in 2018 
that found Black women 
were six times more likely 
to die of a pregnancy related 
condition, with a lack of 
care continuity and coordi-
nation contributing to over 
90 percent of preventable 
pregnancy-related deaths 
in that demographic.

As a result, IDPH recom-
mended the Medicaid ex-
tension, which was passed 
by the General Assembly 
and signed into law by 
Pritzker in 2019 before the 
state formally applied to the 
federal government.

Women with incomes 
up to 208 percent of the 
federal poverty level set by 
the federal Department of 
Health and Human Services 
will have continuous Med-
icaid eligibility 12 months 
postpartum.

“It’s a good first step,” 
state Rep. Mary Flowers, 
D-Chicago, said in an in-
terview on April 13. “I was 
hoping to have it expanded 
to five years because there’s 
a lot of studies out there that 
shows just because twelve 
months passed it doesn’t 
mean the woman’s body 
has healed.”

All child-bearing age 
women should have access 
to quality health care, Flow-

ers said, and she stressed 
that a time limit could not 
be placed on a mother’s 
recovery from childbirth.

Flowers sponsored legis-
lation in 2019 to create the 
Task Force on Infant and 
Maternal Mortality Among 
African Americans. 

With assistance from 
IDPH, whose director 
serves on the task force, 
it works to establish best 
practices to decrease infant 
and maternal mortality.

The task force was set to 
release its first report Dec. 
1, 2020, and every Decem-
ber annually after that.

However, according to 
Flowers, the group missed 
its initial deadline due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
gave lawmakers a partial 
report following the start of 
the new General Assembly. 

Flowers said the task 
force will deliver a full 
report soon and based on 
its findings she plans to 
draft legislation to further 
expand Medicaid benefits 
for mothers.

“I want to thank the gov-
ernor for a good beginning 
of extending coverage un-
der Medicaid, and I look 
forward to working with 
him to extend the program 
indefinitely,” Flowers said. 
“Let the doctors decide 
what’s in the best interest 
of the woman.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

Drivers, farmers urged to be extra
cautious during spring planting season

Illinois is home to 27 
million acres of prime farm-
land, and as the spring tem-
peratures warm, farmers 
will be taking their imple-
ments and heading to the 
fields across the state. 

Drivers and farmers alike 
are urged by state officials 
to be extra cautious during 
the hectic planting season. 

“Agricultural commodi-
ties generate more than $19 
billion annually to Illinois’ 
economy, and that trans-
lates to a lot of activity in 
the fields this time of year. 
It’s a time for all of us to 
be aware that large farm 
machinery is on the roads 
and to be aware and patient 
when we encounter them,” 
said Michael Kleinik, direc-
tor of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Labor, in a news 
release.

“Everyone practicing 
patience and common sense 
will make for not only a 
productive planting season 
but also a safer one.”

Vehicle safety is an espe-
cially important focus this 
time of year. 

Tractor overturns are the 
leading cause of fatalities 
in the agriculture industry, 
according to the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health 
Administration. 

These accidents result in 
about 130 deaths each year 
nationwide.

Speed, impatience and 
left-hand turns are the 
leading causes of many 
accidents involving farm 
machinery.

While tractor roll-over 
accidents most often occur 
on the farm, roadways pose 
a major safety hazard. 

Too often a vehicle at-
tempting to pass causes a 
collision before the tractor 
or farm implement can fin-
ish a left-hand turn. 

Some collisions occur 
simply because the driver 
fails to reduce speed for 
the slower moving farm 
implement.

Drivers are advised to 
take precautions as they 
approach farm vehicles on 
the road as operators have 
limited visibility to the rear. 
Anyone passing such a ve-
hicle needs to use extreme 
caution.

Visibility is also a key 
to safety on the roads. All 
agricultural vehicles using 
the public roadways must 
display the fluorescent or-
ange Slow Moving Vehicle 
triangle. 

Additionally, tractors and 
other self-powered farm 
vehicles must have proper 
lighting. According to Illi-
nois law:

Lighting is required from 
30 minutes before sunset to 
30 minutes after sunrise.

There should be two 
white lamps on the front of 
the vehicle, visible from at 
least 1,000 feet to the front 
of the vehicle.

There should be two red 
lamps on the rear of the 
vehicle, visible from at least 
1,000 feet to the rear of the 
vehicle.

There should be at least 
one flashing amber signal 
lamp on the rear of the ve-
hicle, mounted as high as 
possible and visible from 

at least 500 feet, which can 
be used during daylight as 
well.

Modern farm equipment 
provides effective safety 
devices if they are used 
properly. 

Death and serious injury 
from tractor roll-overs can 
be prevented by roll-over 
protection structures: a roll 
bar or cage designed to 
provide a safe space around 
the driver. 

But too often, officials 
noted, workers fail to use 
a vital part of this safety 
device: a safety belt.

Likewise, safety experts 
caution farm workers not 
to ignore their own needs 
while rushing to get the 
spring crop planted. 

Officials shared three 
words to sum up good safe-
ty protocol: Rest. Nutrition. 
Hydration. Taking the time 
to eat, stretch your legs and 
keep hydrated can make a 
big difference in safety.

Bidding and more info at:
LegacySells4u.hibid.com

6 +/- wooded
acres located on
W. Oxford Road
in Staunton, IL

 
 

ENDS: May 15th 1pm - Staunton, IL 

/ / (618) 781-3814
Gary Neimeier

MACOUPIN COUNTY

Spring is yard 
sale time.

To place your 
yard sale ad,

just call 
833-2158.
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A-J rallies to edge Murphysboro
in high school football action

After trailing 27-7, the 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School football 
team rallied to score three 
touchdowns to edge host 
Murphysboro 28-27 Friday 
night, April 16.

“I’m really proud of the 
kids,” A-J football head 
coach Brett Detering said. 
“They could have gotten 
down, but they continued 
to fight.”

Detering praised the 
work done by the Wildcat 
defense. He praised the 
work done by A-J defensive 
coach Michael Eudy.

“They didn’t give up 
any big plays in the second 
half,” Detering said about 
the A-J defense. 

The Wildcats’ Nate Bag-
gott scored a touchdown 
on a 2-yard run after a 
6-play drive to tie the game 
in the final minute of the 
game. Nick McGrath’s ex-
tra point kick put A-J ahead 
for keeps with 50 seconds 
remaining to play.

McGrath made all four 
of the extra point kick at-
tempts he made in the game 
to seal the win.

Murphysboro made three 
of its four extra point kicks, 
which led to the 1-point 
margin of victory for the 
visiting Wildcats. 

“McGrath had a good 
game,” Detering said. “He 
put in a lot of practice with 
it against  Sparta last week.  
The snap on the extra point 
was a good one and A-J 
holder Carson Pengress 
“did a good job of getting 

A-J defense stands out
The Anna-Jonesboro defense, in dark uniforms, posted two shutouts in a 

row and stood out again in a come-from-behind win over Murphysboro last 
Friday night. The photo was taken during A-J’s homecoming game against 
Sparta on Friday night, April 2.

the ball down to kick,” 
Detering said. 

The Red Devils were 
halted at midfield as time 
expired to end the game.

Murphysboro’s offense 
went to work on its second  
possession of the game.  

Calvon Clemons scored 
on a 25-yard run after a 10-
play drive. Payton Austin’s 
extra point kick put the 
Red Devils ahead 7-0 with 
1:59 remaining in the first  
quarter.

The Wildcats were halt-
ed on their next drive on 
a fumble. Murphysboro’s 
Gavin Kuba picked up the 
ball and ran 75 yards for 
a TD. Austin’s kick put 
Murphysboro ahead 14-0 
with 8:57 remaining in the 
second quarter.

After three plays, Pen-
gress broke free for a 51-
yard TD run. McGrath’s 
kick pulled A-J to 14-7 
with 7:32 remaining in the 
second quarter.

The  Red Devils came 
right back. Austin scored 
again on a 37-yard run 
after a 7-play drive. The 
extra point kick was off 
and Murphysboro led 20-7 
with 4:16 remaining in the 
first half. The missed extra 
point would later decide 
the game.

Following an A-J punt, 
Murphysboro quarterback 
Ryan Finke connected with 
Clemons for a 54-yard TD 
strike. Austin’s extra point 
kick was good and the Red 
Devils led 27-7 with 1:22 
remaining in the first  half.

A-J’s Nathan Plott de-
flected a Finke pass to end 
the first half.

In the second half, A-J 
was forced to punt on its 
opening drive. Murphys-
boro was also forced to punt 
on its ensuing drive and 
Finke fumbled the football. 
Barry Johnson recovered in 
the end zone for A-J. After 
McGrath’s extra point kick 
was good, the Wildcats 
had pulled to 27-14 with 
4:35 remaining in the third  
quarter.

A-J recovered a Mur-
physboro fumble near 
midfield on their next 
drive.

Baggott then scored on a 
30-yard run after a 4-play 
drive for the Wildcats. Mc-
Grath’s extra point kick 
pulled A-J to 27-21 with 
2:24 remaining in the third 
quarter. 

“ M o m e n t u m  i s  u p 
and down in high school 
football,” Detering said. 
“You’ve got to keep fight-
ing. We played with a lot 
of emotion and it was a 
great win for our kids to 
persevere.”

The Wildcats rushed for 
267 yards with no passing 
yardage. 

Pengress led the rushing 
for A-J with 106 yards on 
16 carries. Baggott rushed 
for 104 yards on 19 carries. 
Johnson had 42 yards on 9 
carries. Josh Davis added 
21 yards on 5 carries.

The Red Devils rushed 
for 243 yards and had 67 
yards passing.

A-J/Cobden soccer finishes 10-3

The Anna-Jonesboro/
Cobden co-op high school 
boys’ soccer team closed 
out the season with three 
consecutive wins last week.

“As short as it was, it 
was a good season,” A-J/
Cobden boys’ soccer coach 
Mark Boomer said. 

The A-J/Cobden squad 
finished 10-3. The team 
finds out this week if it will 
share the Southern Illinois 
River-to-River Conference 
Mississippi Division title.

A-J/Cobden 6, Massac 
County 0: Beto Vaca Diez 

A-J/Cobden soccer action
The Anna-Jonesboro/Cobden boys’ co-op high school soccer team has 

wrapped up its spring season. A-J/Cobden players Nick McGrath, number 23 
in dark uniform, and Beto Vaca Diez, number 17, and their teammates finished 
the season with a 10-3 record. The photo was taken during an April 8 A-J/
Cobden home game against Murphysboro.

and Nick McGrath had 2 
goals apiece to lead visit-
ing A-J/Cobden Saturday, 
April 17.

Maddox Thorpe and Trent 
Mason had a goal apiece.

Thorpe and Juan Valen-
cia had 2 assists apiece and 
McGrath and Hayden Webb 
each had an assist.

Bryce Henry was the goal 
keeper and had 6 saves.

A-J/Cobden 3, Carbon-
dale 0: Vaca Diez scored a 
pair of goals to lead host 
A-J/Cobden to the win 
Thursday, April 15.

Angel Olvera had the 
other goal. Valencia had 3 
assists.

Henry was the goal keep-
er and had 12 saves.

A-J/Cobden 4, Pinck-
neyville 3: McGrath, Vaca 
Diez, Valencia and Olvera 
scored a goal apiece for 
visiting A-J/Cobden in the 
win Tuesday, April 13.

Olvera, McGrath and 
Romeo Godinez each had 
an assist apiece.

Maddox Thorpe was the 
goal keeper and had 10 
saves. 

Wildcats welcome Nashville
for White Out game Friday

Anna-Jonesboro is set to 
host Nashville this Friday 
night in spring high school 
football action.

Kickoff to A-J’s White 
Out game is set for 7 p.m. 
at the Wildcats’ home field, 
The Pit.

The Hornets enter the 
game with a 4-1 record after 
a 42-28 win last week over 
a previously undefeated 
Benton. 

The  Wildcats are 3-2 
after rallying for a come-
from-behind 28-27 victory 
over Murphysboro last Fri-
day night.

“We know we will have 

to play really, really well 
to give ourselves a chance 
to win,” A-J football head 
coach Brett Detering said. 
“They’ve got a lot  of weap-
ons.”

Quarterbacking the Hor-
nets is senior Cole Malawy, 
who is both a passing and 
running threat.

Backfield threats for 
Nashville are seniors Luke 
Ehret and juniors Con-
nor Gladson and Radyn 
Shwartzkopf.

Top receivers are seniors 
Will Barczewski and Nick 
Miller and junior Evan 
Knolhoff.

A-J baseball getting
ready for new season

It’s wait and see time as 
the Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School base-
ball team prepares for its 
spring season. 

“It’s yet to be determined 
how we’ll be once we get 
everybody back,” A-J base-
ball coach Aaron Roberts 
said. “I’m not going to 
make excuses, but it’s hard 
to know right now how 
we’ll do.”

High  school  spor t s 
schedules in Illinois have 
been impacted by the ongo-
ing coronavirus pandemic. 

Seasons are overlapping: 
as a result, the A-J baseball 
team has several players 
who are competing on the 
boys’ soccer and football 
teams.

When the team is at full 
strength, seniors expected 
to include outfielder Dylan 
Smith, third baseman/out-
fielder Nick McGrath, util-
ity player Trent Mason and 
outfielder Carson Pengress.

Juniors are the number 
one pitcher/first basman 
Ethan Ames, infielder/
pitcher Kyle Jerrell, out-
fielder/pitcher/first base-
man Kollyn Grant, short-
stop/pitcher Luke Lasley, 

catcher Gavin Osman, 
pitcher/outfielder Mason 
Watkins and outfielder Mat-
thew Wright.

Sophomores include sec-
ond baseman Jake Merri-
man, pitcher/first baseman/
outfielder Dylan Ahlberg, 
catcher/third base man 
Hayden Ralls, utility play-
er Brett Smith, pitcher/third 
baseman Brylen Suggs and 
outfielder Ayden Dillman.

Two freshmen who could 
see varsity action are in-
fielders/pitchers Dylan Har-
vel and Drake Hartline.

Roberts thinks the A-J 
pitching staff could be a key 
to the team’s success.

“I’m confident in our 
pitching staff,” Roberts 
said. “”Over time, I think 
they’ll do all right.”

“We have the pieces to go 
out and compete,” Roberts 
said. “We’ve just got to go 
out and play baseball.”

A-J is scheduled to play 
Thursday, today, at home 
against Trico.

Cobden baseball team hopes to continue 
winning ways during spring season

After opening its fall 
season with four losses, 
the Cobden High School 
baseball team finished with 
six consecutive wins.

Cobden head coach Dana  
Pearson is hoping that the 
Appleknockers will con-
tinue their winning ways 
this spring.

“We finished strong in 
the fall,” Pearson said as 
he looked forward to play 
this spring.

Pearson didn’t have a 
senior on the squad during 
the fall. This spring, senior 
Noah Franklin is joining 
the squad and playing in 
center field.

“He could help us a lot,” 
Pearson said about Frank-
lin. The Cobden senior was 
named as the Southern Illi-
noisan newspaper’s player 
of the year this past season 
in basketball. 

Juniors on the Cobden 
roster include outfield-
ers Daniel Demmin, John 

Fuhrhop, Amon Ingold, 
Nolan Fabian and Tristan 
Brummer. 

Sophomores are outfield-
er/infielder Jesus Zamora, 
pitcher/catcher/shortstop 
Nolan Hand, pitcher/first 
baseman Tyler Franklin, 
infielder Dawson Short and 
outfielders Jake Tally, Xach 
Roberts and Noah Bible.

Freshmen who could 
contribute are catcher/in-
fielder Hunter Pitts, in-
fielder/pitcher Jace Wyatt, 
infielder/outfielder Alberto 

Amezquita, first baseman 
Steven Brown and outfield-
er Sam Ingold.

 Pearson looks to Century 
and the Appleknockers as 
the top teams competing in 
the South Egyptian Confer-
ence race.

Cobden is scheduled to 
play Thursday, today, at 
Pope County and Friday at 
home against West Frank-
fort. The Appleknockers 
were scheduled to open 
their season Monday at 
Trico. 

Check out 
The Gazette-Dem-

ocrat online at 
annanews.com



Cobden’s Noah Franklin signs
with Southwest Baptist University

Cobden High School’s 
Noah Franklin will be con-
tinuing his basketball play-
ing career at Southwest 
Baptist University in Boli-
var, Mo.

Franklin signed a nation-
al letter of intent during a 
ceremony which was held 
Thursday afternoon, April 
15, in the gymnasium at 
Cobden High School.

“It’s a good fit for him 
and their program,” Cobden 
High School boys’ basket-
ball team head coach Wen-
dell Wheeler said. “They’ve 
been a pretty successful 
team and they just missed 
the playoffs this past sea-
son.”

Franklin, a 6-7 forward, 
averaged 27.0 points per 
game, 11.7 rebounds per 
game and 6.6 assists per 
game this past season for 
the Appleknockers. Cobden 
finished the season with an 
undefeated 18-0 record.

Signing ceremony
Cobden High School basketball standout Noah Franklin has signed a 

national letter of intent to play basketball at Southwest Baptist University 
in Bolivar, Mo. A signing ceremony was held Thursday afternoon, April 15, 
in the gymnasium at Cobden High School. Those on hand were, in the first 
row, Noah’s mom, Brittney; Noah Franklin; and his dad, Josh Franklin. In the 
second row are Cobden boys’ basketball team head coach Wendell Wheeler; 
and Noah’s brother and sister, Tyler and Natalie.

He was named as the 
2021 Sothern Illinoisan 
newspaper player of the 
year, 2021 Baseline View 
1A player of the year and 
2021 South Egyptian Con-
ference most valuable play-
er. 

He was named to the 
Chicagoland Prep Hoops 
all-state first team, to the 
Illinois Coaches Associa-
tion all-state team and to 
the South Egyptian Confer-
ence’s all-conference team 
for the third straight season.

Franklin’s contributions 
on the floor also helped lead 
Cobden to be selected as the 
number one ranked team in 
the Associated Press poll 
this past season.

Southwest Baptist Uni-
versity men’s basketball 
head coach Clark Sheehy 
is glad to have Franklin join 
his team.

“We are thrilled to add 
Noah to our team for next 

season,” Sheehy said a 
statement posted on the 
Southwest Baptist Univer-
sity Athletics website.

“He brings a very good 
skill set for a player his size. 
Noah was very successful 
and very well coached at 
Cobden High school under 
coach Wheeler and they had 
a great season.

“He has very good athlet-
icism and can play multiple 
positions because of his 
ability to pass, shoot and 
rebound. 

“He is more importantly 
a great fit for our university. 
Bearcat fans are going to 
love him, and we are ex-
cited that he is a Bearcat.”

Southwest Baptist Uni-
versity is a member of the 
Great Lakes Valley Con-
ference.

Franklin plans to pursue 
a degree in exercise science 
and hopes to become a 
physical therapist.

Successful young hunters
Siblings Madge Stevens, 11, and Gus Stevens, 

8, both had a successful youth turkey hunting 
season this year. Madge and Gus are from Cobden. 
Both turkeys were harvested on the family farm in 
Jackson County. The turkeys were the first to be 
harvested by both of the young hunters, whose 
parents are Brent and Kate Stevens. Photos 
provided.

Madge Stevens

Gus Stevens

Cobden softball’s roster
features only one senior

The Cobden High School 
softball team will have a lot 
of inexperience  this spring.

“We’re young, but they’re 
working hard,” Cobden soft-
ball head coach Anthony 
Howell said. “We’re learning 
and we’ve got a lot of talent. 
It’s been a work in progress.”

The lone senior on the 
team is first baseman Emily 
White.

Juniors are  shortstop/
pitcher Makenzie How-
ell, catcher/third baseman 
Katelyn Shadowens and 
center fielder Abby Clover.

Sophomores are pitcher/
second baseman Karleigh 
Ellis, right fielder Bianca 
Vicente, shortstop Gracelyn 
Fisher, second baseman 

Leah Goins and left fielder 
Emma Phillippe.

Freshmen in the mix are 
third baseman Tess Brum-
mer, center fielder Emma 
Kilpatrick, pitcher/utility 
Kylie Hale and outfielder 
Patricia Aldridge.

“Our sophomores hav-
en’t been on the field since 
the 8th grade,” Howell 
said, noting the impact of 
the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, which led to 
cancellation of the season.

“Our kids are just excited 
getting back on the field this 
spring,” Howell said. 

Cobden was scheduled to 
open its season Wednesday, 
April 21, at home against 
Du Quoin.

Murray scores
hole-in-one

Rick Murray recorded a 
hole-in-one while playing 
golf on Sunday, April 18, at 
the Union County Country 
Club course in Anna.

Murray aced the 95-yard 
hole number 15. He was 
using a gap wedge.

The shot was witnessed 
by Cory Miller, Phil Stein 
and Chuck Steinbach.

SIU football team earns
FCS Playoffs appearance

Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale earned 
its first football playoff ap-
pearance since 2009 when 
the FCS Playoffs bracket 
was announced Sunday 
morning. 

The Salukis (5-3) were 
awarded one of six at-large 
bids to the 16-team field 
and will play at Weber State 
(5-0) on Saturday at 3 p.m.  
in Ogden, Utah. The game 
will be televised on ESPN3. 

The winner will play the 
winner of the game between 
Holy Cross and No. 1-seed 
South Dakota State.

 The winner of the game 
will take on the winner of 
No. 1 South Dakota State 
and Holy Cross in the quar-
terfinals on May 1.

This spring season the 
FCS Playoffs will be lim-
ited to a 16-team field. 
South Dakota State was 
slotted with the No 1 seed, 
followed by Sam Houston, 
James Madison and Jack-
sonville State. 

This is Weber State’s fifth 
straight appearance in the 
FCS Playoffs and the eighth 
overall. The Wildcats ad-
vanced to the semifinals of 
the playoffs in 2019. 

The 5-0 season clinched 
a fourth straight Big Sky 
Conference title for Weber 
State. 

The Wildcats have won 
a school record 11-straight 
games at Stewart Stadium. 

S I U  u n l e a s h e d  a 
school-record 807 yards 
of total offense and kept its 
playoff hopes alive with a 
55-48 win over Southeast-
ern Louisiana last Saturday 
in the regular-season finale 
at Saluki Stadium in Car-
bondale.

“We’re excited for anoth-
er week and going on the 
road to Utah to play a great 
Weber State team,” SIU 
head coach Nick Hill said.

(Note: information for 
this story came from SIU 
and Weber State athletics 
websites.)

Shawnee coach 
hopes success 
will continue

The  Shawnee  High 
School baseball team fin-
ished 3-2 last fall.

Shawnee head coach T.C. 
Schaefer said his squad 
started to play late in the fall 
season and he is hoping for 
that trend to continue this 
spring.

Shawnee is scheduled to 
open the spring season on 
Thursday, April 29, at home 
against Century.

Seniors on the Shawnee 
squad include first base-
man/center fielder/second 
baseman Kaden Baltzell, 
p i tcher /catcher  Caleb 
Nicholson, third baseman/
pitcher Devin Clendenin, 
shortstop/pitcher Justin 
Kaufman and right fielder 
Josh Hammons.

The lone junior is pitch-
er/catcher/shortstop/third 
baseman Braden Freeman.

There are no sophomores 
on the squad. Freshmen 
hopefuls are first baseman/
catcher Kayman Field, cen-
ter fielder/left fielder Ryan 
Libbert, right fielder Ethan 
Smith, second baseman/
pitcher Chase Woodard and 
outfielder Luke Choate.

Schaefer said he sees 
Meridian and Century 
as top contenders in this 
spring’s race for a South 
Egytian Conference title.

Pre-K, Head Start, kindergarten
screenings planned in Dongola

Pre-kindergarten, Head 
Start and kindergarten 
screenings are scheduled 
in Dongola.

Pre-K, Head Start
Pre-kindergarten and/or 

Southern Seven Head Start/
Early Head Start Child Find 
screening is planned Mon-
day, May 3, in Dongola.

Screenings are scheduled 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
in the Dongola High School 
gym, located at 1000 High 
St. in Dongola. 

Appointments can be 
made by calling 618-827-
4441 to schedule an ap-
pointment. 

The following items need 
to be brought to the screen-
ing appointment: 

Child’s certified birth cer-
tificate and proof of family 
income (one month of pay 
stubs or 2020 W2s or taxes). 

Kindergarten
Dongola Unit School Dis-

trict No. 66 also has sched-
uled kindergarten screenings 
for the 2021-2022 academic 
year on May 3.

Kindergarten screenings 
are scheduled from 8 a.m. 
until 3:10 p.m. in the big 
gym at Dongola School.

In order to attend kin-
dergarten, a child must be 
5 years old before Sept. 1, 
2021.

Appointments are needed. 
Appointments can be made 
by calling 618-827-3841.

School officials said that 
the following items are 
needed at the screenings:

A copy of the child’s 
birth certificate and proof 
of residency.

Masks must be worn by 
all of those who enter the 
school building.

Union County student 
inducted into honor society

Twenty-four Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale graduate and under-
graduate students, includ-
ing one student from Union 
County, were inducted into 
the university’s chapter of 
the Phi Kappa Phi honor 
society during a virtual 
ceremony on April 14.

Students inducted into 
the chapter for 2021, in-
cluded Erica J. Stearns of 
Anna, 

Phi Kappa Phi is the 
nation’s oldest and most 
selective collegiate honor 
society for all academic 
disciplines with chapters 
at more than 325 select 
colleges and universities. 

Phi Kappa Phi annual-
ly inducts approximately 

30,000 students, faculty, 
professional staff and alum-
ni, with membership by 
invitation only to the top 
10 percent of seniors and 
graduate students and 7.5 
percent of juniors. 

Faculty, professional 
staff and alumni who have 
achieved distinction also 
qualify.

Meera Komarraju, SIU’s 
provost and vice chancellor 
for academic affairs, wel-
comed students.

Terry Mathias, a former 
university staff member and 
SIU Phi Kappa Phi official, 
spoke at the ceremony.

The SIU Carbondale 
chapter was chartered in 
1956, with the last installa-
tion ceremony in 2016.

Watercolor 
for beginners
event planned

An Art in the Park Wa-
tercolor for Beginners pro-
gram is planned Saturday, 
April 24, at Giant City State 
Park near Makanda.

The free program, which 
is open to the public, is 
scheduled from 2 p.m. to 
4 p.m.

Local artist Anne Krip-
penstapel will present the 
outdoor program for those 
who might want to learn 
how to paint with water-
colors. All supplies will be 
provided.

Seating is limited. Reg-
istration is required. More 
information is available by 
contacting the Giant City 
visitors center at 618-457-
4836.

Social distancing will 
be practiced at the event. 
Those who attend are asked 
to have a mask for use when 
social distancing cannot be 
achieved.

Reminder: In Illinois, call 811 before beginning 
outdoor  project that requires digging

April is National Safe 
Digging Month. The Illi-
nois Commerce Commis-
sion, ICC, is reminding 
homeowners and excava-
tors to call 811 before be-
ginning any outdoor project 
that requires digging.  

Illinois law requires res-
idents and professional ex-
cavators to call 811 at least 
48 hours or two working 
days prior to starting the 
excavation. 

Whether you plan to 
plant a tree, install a mail-
box, plant a garden or build 
a deck – regardless of the 
depth and size of the project 
you must call 811. 

The project must begin 
within 14 calendar days 
from the call, and locate 
requests have a 28-day life.  

The State One-Call Cen-
ter, managed by JULIE 
(Joint Utility Locating In-
formation for Excavators), 
is a 24-hour service net-
work system established 
to prevent contractors and 
private citizens from hitting 
any existing utility lines 
when digging.   

In 2020, ICC staff issued 
82 warnings and 219 cita-
tions for safe digging viola-
tions resulting in $709,590 
penalties. 

In consideration of the on-

going COVID-19 pandemic, 
homeowners and excavators 
are reminded to follow CDC 
guidelines when interacting 
with one another by prac-
ticing social distancing and 
wearing a mask. 

Consideration also could 
be given to postponing any 
non-essential projects until 
the public health emergency 
has passed.  

More information can 
be found on ICC’s website 
at www.icc.illinois.gov or 
JULIE’s website at https://
www.illinois1call.com/.
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Public Notice

Parcel Number Owners/Parties Interested Cert Number Street Or Common Address
04-31-02-784-E FLICK, JOSEPH ALLEN 2017-00016 315 VINES RD
04-31-02-784-E FLICK, RACHEL 2017-00016 315 VINES RD
05-19-03-423- SUN INDUSTRIES

RA/PRES: SAMUEL K STRATEMEYER
2017-00025 OFF SOUTH ST.

05-20-03-622-A KELLER, MICHAEL G 2017-00031 E HIGH ST
05-20-03-622-A GUPTA, VINOD C 2017-00031 E HIGH ST
05-20-03-622-A V GUPTA INC

ATTN: VINOD C GUPTA
2017-00031 E HIGH ST

05-20-03-622-A ANNA JONESBORO BIN CO INC 2017-00031 E HIGH ST
05-20-03-622-A TCF INVENTORY FINANCE, INC.

RA: C T CORPORATION SYSTEM
2017-00031 E HIGH ST

05-20-03-622-A TCF INVENTORY FINANCE, INC
PRS: MARK J WREND

2017-00031 E HIGH ST

05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS JEFFREY SCOTT
HEIRS AND DEVISEES

2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.

05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS, JEFFREY SHANE 2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.
05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS, CATHY 2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.
05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS, MICHELLE

AKA MYERS, MICHELLE
2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.

05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS, MELISSA
AKA MORRIS, MELISSA

2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.

05-20-03-703- NEKOLA, CHRISTIE
AKA DILLMAN, CHRISTIE

2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.

06-24-04-718-A KRAATZ, DANN R 2017-00043 CYPRESS RD
06-24-04-718-A KRAATZ, MARTHA J 2017-00043 CYPRESS RD
06-25-04-846- US SMALL BUSINESS ADM 2017-00046 124 FRONT ST
06-25-04-846- EARNHART, JUSTIN T 2017-00046 124 FRONT ST
06-25-04-846- EARNHART-GAILA, TONI 2017-00046 124 FRONT ST
06-25-04-846- U.S. SMALL BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATION
LOAN SPECIALIST: RODRINA 
CHAPMAN

2017-00046 124 FRONT ST

06-30-04-957-A SUN INDUSTRIES
RA/PRES: SAMUEL K STRATEMEYER

2017-00050 IL 127 & PUSH LN.

07-10-05-267- SUN INDUSTRIES
RA/PRES: SAMUEL K STRATEMEYER

2017-00054 7780 STATE RT 127 N

08-36-06-261- PEARSON, LILLIAN M
HEIRS AND DEVISEES

2017-00066 110 CROSS FERRY LN

08-36-06-261- KINDER, KRISTIN
AKA KINDER, KRISTIN

2017-00066 110 CROSS FERRY LN

08-36-06-261- KINDER, LESLIE 2017-00066 110 CROSS FERRY LN
08-36-06-261- KINDER, HEATH 2017-00066 110 CROSS FERRY LN
11-25-07-046-A1 WILSON, JOSEPH D 2017-00070 90 OAK ST
11-25-07-046-A1 FIRST SOUTHERN BANK 2017-00070 90 OAK ST
14-00-08-651- HURLEY, GEORGE L

HEIRS AND DEVISEES
2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.

14-00-08-651- HURLEY, DONNA KAY
HEIRS AND DEVISEES

2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.

14-00-08-651- CROSS, CARLA 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- HURLEY, STANLEY 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- NELSON, RUTH 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- HURLEY, RONNIE 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- BARNES, HAROLD 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- COMMERCE BANK 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-09-254- MIDLAND FUNDING LLC

RA - MIDLAND CREDIT MANAGEMENT 
INC

2017-00085 324 E. LEWIS ST.

14-00-09-254- SMITH, JOHN P JR 2017-00085 324 E. LEWIS ST.
14-00-09-953-2 MIDDLETON HEATING & COOLING INC 2017-00087 POPLAR ST
14-00-10-360- KI CONSULTING GROUP LLC 2017-00097 119 MILL ST.
14-00-10-360- V GUPTA INC

ATTN: VINOD C GUPTA
2017-00097 119 MILL ST.

14-00-10-361- KI CONSULTING GROUP LLC 2017-00098 119 MILL ST.
14-00-10-361- V GUPTA INC

ATTN: VINOD C GUPTA
2017-00098 119 MILL ST.

14-00-10-386- BELL, DWAYNE L 2017-00099 NE FRONT ST.
14-00-10-720- FARROW, JOAN R

HEIRS AND DEVISEES
2017-00107 CAIRO ST

14-00-10-720- FARROW, MARK 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- VOEGELE, ROBERTA

HEIRS AND DEVISEES
2017-00107 CAIRO ST

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE NO. 2019-TX-
1 TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, TO THEIR UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
DEVISEES), AND TO THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND TO ALL INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS AND 
AGENCIES THEREOF, INCLUDING AMONG OTHERS ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES- 
COLLECTIONS, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, ILLINOIS 
DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPT OF HEALTHCARE & FAMILY 
SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) GENERAL COUNSEL AND UNION COUNTY CLERK, UNION COUNTY 
TREASURER, UNION COUNTY STATE'S ATTORNEY, CITY OF JONESBORO AND CITY OF ANNA, 
VILLAGE OF COBDEN, AND TO OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND PARTIES INTERESTED IN 
THE PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:

14-00-10-720- NELSON, ELAINE 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- WINTERS, CATHERINE 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- FARROW, GEOFFREY 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- FARROW, MARY 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- FAHEY, ANITA 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-11-388- TURNER, BETTY 2017-00120 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.
14-00-11-388- SHAWNEE VALLEY UTILITIES 2017-00120 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.
14-00-11-388- ANNA HOSPITAL CORPORATION

RA: C T CORPORATION SYSTEM
2017-00120 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.

14-00-11-389- TURNER, BETTY 2017-00121 REAR 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.
14-00-11-389- SHAWNEE VALLEY UTILITIES 2017-00121 REAR 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.
14-00-11-389- ANNA HOSPITAL CORPORATION

RA: C T CORPORATION SYSTEM
2017-00121 REAR 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.

14-00-11-735- SMITH, JOHN PAUL JR 2017-00130 CROWELL HEIGHTS LOOP
14-00-11-735- MIDLAND FUNDING LLC

RA - MIDLAND CREDIT MANAGEMENT 
INC

2017-00130 CROWELL HEIGHTS LOOP

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVESAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON MARCH 13, 2019, FOR 
GENERALTAXES FOR THE YEAR 2017 AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD OF 
REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 21, 2021.  TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A  
PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECTING ISSUANCE OF TAX DEEDS HAS BEEN FILED IN THE ABOVESAID 
CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED PARCELS BY UNION COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON 
OCTOBER 13, 2021 AT 9:00 AM, SAID PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER THAT A TAX DEED 
ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVESAID PARCEL NOT REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 21, 2021. 
/S/ UNION COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
ADDRESS: 309 W MARKET ST ROOM 116, JONESBORO, IL 62952
TELEPHONE: (618) 833-5711

Directors elected
The annual meeting of the stockholders of Anna State Bank was conducted 

last week. Directors elected for the coming year are, in the first row, from 
left, Richard P. Vicenzi Jr., Donald W. Denny and bank president Jonathan D. 
Vicenzi. In the second row are R. Matthew Chamness, Dr. Charles W. Haire, 
Willard C. Cunningham and Christopher S. Boyd. 

Former director honored
Collin Boyd, left, was recognized for his 45 years of service on the board 

of directors of Anna State Bank last week at the bank’s annual meeting. He 
is with the bank’s president Jonathan Vicenzi. 

Paint the Town
event planned
at arts center

The Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council’s Anna Arts Center 
is planning to host a Paint 
the Town event from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
April 24.

Paint the Town will take 
place at the arts center, 
which is located at 125 W. 
Davie St. in Anna. All ages 
are welcome.

Participants will receive 
all the supplies they need 
to paint a 4-foot by 4-foot 
square in a parking lot. The 
fee is $10.

In the event of rain, 
squares will be painted 
indoors.

A bounce  house  i s 
planned. For more infor-
mation, call 1-904-625-
1109 or email vabchlee@
gmail.com.

VFW Auxiliary
offers pork butts

The Auxiliary to Carroll 
P. Foster Post No. 3455 in 
Anna plans to be smoking 
pork butts just in time for 
Mother’s Day.  

The pork butts will cost 
$40 each. They will be 
ready to pick up by 5 p.m. 
Saturday, May 8, at the 
post, which is located at 70 
VFW Ln. near Anna.

Those who want to re-
serve a smoked pork butt 
can call 833-5182 any day 
after 1 p.m., or stop by the 
post home to make reser-
vation.

‘Prevent Surgery’
presentation set

A “Prevent Surgery” 
Zoom online learning pre-
sentation is planned by PC 
Medical Centers in Cape 
Girardeau.

The presentation by chi-
ropractor Dr. Greg Pursley 
is scheduled from 7 p.m. to 
8 p.m. on April 27.

The presentation will 
give participants an oppor-
tunity to learn more about 
joint, back, knee, neck and 
shoulder pain.

Registration information 
is available by calling 573-
335-9183.

Southern Seven Head Start Child Find screenings set
During April and May, 

Southern Seven Head Start 
and area pre-kindergarten 
programs plan to offer free 
community Child Find 
screening events. 

The purpose of the events 
is to identify children, ages 
birth to 5, who live in the 
lower seven counties in Il-
linois who require services 
and are enrolling in the 
programs for the 2021-2022 
school year.

This year’s Child Find 
Screening location dates and 
information include:

Jonesboro: April 26, from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Jonesboro 
Elementary School, located 
at 309 Cook Ave. in Jones-
boro. Appointments can be 
made by calling 833-5148.

Anna: April 26, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lincoln 
Elementary School, located 
at 108 Warren St. in Anna.  
Walk-ins are welcome, with 
no appointment necessary. 

Dongola: May 3, from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
Dongola High School, lo-
cated at 1000 High St. in 
Dongola. Appointments can 
be made by calling 618-
827-4441 to schedule an 
appointment. 

Cobden: May 5, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Cobden 
Elementary School, located 
at 413 N. Appleknocker Dr. 
in Cobden.  Appointments 
can be made by calling 618-
893-2311.

Lick Creek: May 20 and 
May 21, from 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m. at United Mission-
ary Baptist Church, which 
is located at 125 United 
Missionary Baptist Ln. in 
Buncombe. Appointments 
can be made by calling 
618-833-2545 to schedule 
an appointment beginning 
the week of April 19.

Southern Seven Head 
Start said that the following 
items need to be brought to 
the screening appointment: 

Child’s certified birth cer-
tificate and proof of family 
income (one month of pay 
stubs or 2020 W2s or taxes). 

For more information 
about the community Child 
Find screening events in 
the area, contact Southern 
Seven Head Start at 618-
634-2297.
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Continuing
the Legacy 

Rod's Towing
2297 State Rt. 146 West
Jonesboro • 833-5937

In Loving Memory of Rodney Wright
Crystal Wright-Gurley, Owner

I appreciate 
everything you do 
to keep the office 

running
smoothly.

Thank you
Makayla DeWitt 
and Debbie Cobb.

Tim McGrath, AAMS®, Financial Advisor
1000 Leigh Ave., Ste. C • Anna, IL • 833-6894

Chamness
Care

Cobden • Anna • Jonesboro

Many thanks and much
appreciation to

Martha Clover for
43 years of service.

Thank you to Tasha Faire 
for 24 years of service

and Amanda Wilkins for
15 years of service.

Anna State Bank
wishes to salute

Kayla Penninger.
Thank you for

everything you do.

100  E. Vienna • Anna
833-2151

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546
1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Thank you for all
your hard work
and dedication.

You are truly
appreciated.

On Administrative
Professionals Day and

every day . . . THANK YOU 
for all your efforts and

dedication!

April 18-24, 2021
Recognizing Great Administrative Professionals

You're appreciated
more than you know!

Danuta DelRio, Director
Susie Adams, CFO

Jennifer Travelstead, Asst. Fiscal Manager
Brandi Buck, Billing Clerk
Pam Graham, File Clerk

Rachel Flick, Secretary/Receptionist
This administrative staff would like to

dedicate this day in memory of
Virginia Smith. We miss you!

Union County Counseling Service
       Anna  

We appreciate our
office professionals
on this special day.

Thank you Katie Smith
and Mallory Mayo!

Anna • 833-5211

We salute our
hard working Office

Professionals at 
Shawnee District #84

Cara Baltzell, Elementary Secretary
Tonika Schuster, Jr./Sr. High Secretary

Lisa Murphy, District Secretary

District
Bookkeeper/Treasurer
Karen Toler

Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School would like to
acknowledge the hard
work and dedication
of our office professionals.

Heather Craig
 Administrative Assistant
Paula Keller
 Bookkeeper
Jennifer Eastman
 Principal's Office/Attendance Secretary
Nikki Hadley
 Principal's Office/Athletic Secretary
Jerri Partridge
 Guidance Secretary

The City of Anna
would like to thank its 
office staff  for all their 

hard work and dedication 
on this Administrative

Professionals Day.

You are
appreciated!

513 N. Main Street, Anna • 618-833-4471
803 N. 1st Street, Vienna • 618-658-2811

318 U.S. Hwy. 51 N, Dongola
618-827-3545

400 S. Broadway, Goreville
618-995-1002

1003 E. 5th Street, Metropolis
618-524-7499

Cobden Unit School 
District 17

would like to thank its 
office staff  for all their hard 

work and dedication.

Elementary Secretary - Leigh Anne Flamm
High School Secretary - Mindy Goodman

Administrative Assistant - Julia Long
District Secretary - Dee Conroy

Administrative professionals play an essential role in 
coordinating the office operations of  businesses, government, 
educational institutions, and other organizations.

The work of  administrative professionals today requires 
advanced knowledge and expertise in communications, 
computer software, office technology, project management, 
organization, customer service and other vital office manage-
ment responsibilities.

Administrative Professionals Week is observed annually in 
workplaces around the world to recognize the important contri-
butions of  administrative support staff.

Sponsors in Union County join the American Society of  
Administrative Professionals in a celebration of  all administrative 
professionals, from entry level assistants to seasoned professionals.

Outstanding administrative professionals have a finger on 
the pulse of  everything that goes on in their organization. An 
administrative professional is:

A brilliant time manager. In your fast-paced office, you prior-
itize workflow effortlessly. You screen calls, greet guests, manage 
calendars, organize events and much more. In short, you’re the 
hub around which everything, and everyone, revolves. 

A person who handles the smallest of  details so your boss 
doesn’t have to. You rarely fall behind on projects.

Self-sufficient. You’re able to make shrewd decisions without 
supervision. Your high level of  common sense allows you to 
anticipate problems and determine how best to solve them.  

A great communicator. You’re often the first person to greet 
visitors, which you do with a warm smile. There’s also a smile in 
your voice when answering the phone. What’s more, you interact 
easily with people across your organization. 

A fabulous listener. You give people your full attention and 
respect. You even know how to handle the unhappy individuals 
who come to you with complaints.

A terrific writer. You churn out letters, memos and email com-

munications. Your grammar and spelling skills are impeccable. 
A computer wiz. You’re fluent in Word, Outlook, Power-

Point, and Excel, and work wonders with cranky photocopiers 
and fax machines. You’re extremely comfortable adapting to 
new technology.  

When personal or professional confidentiality issues arise, 
you can be counted upon to keep mum. You never gossip about 
coworkers or managers.

Dressed for success. You know that the more professional you 
look, the more respect you garner.

A team player. You do everything asked of  you with enthusi-
asm, and gladly work with colleagues who ask for help.

You take pride in every aspect of  your job, and you should, 
because what you do is essential for the success of  your boss, 
your department and your organization.

Congratulations to all of  Union County's administrative 
professionals.
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Peter said to the people: “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed 
over and denied in Pilate’s presence when he had decided to release him. You denied the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. The 
author of life you put to death, but God raised him from the dead; of this we are witnesses. Now I know, brothers, that you acted out of ignorance, just as your leaders 
did; but God has thus brought to fulfillment what he had announced beforehand through the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer. Repent, therefore, 
and be converted, that your sins may be wiped away.” From the Acts of the Apostles

*******
The two disciples recounted what had taken place on the way, and how Jesus was made known to them in the breaking of bread. While they were still speaking about 

this, he stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me and see, because 

a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.” And as he said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.
While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of baked fish; he took it and ate 

it in front of them. He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and in the 
prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.”

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. And he said to them, “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day 
and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” From 
the Gospel of Luke
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Pastor's Corner by Pastor Don Cox

God didn't give you a brain to let oth-
ers tell you what to THINK. Stop saying, 
"How do you FEEL about that" . . . rather, 
"What do you THINK!"
Congregational Church of Alto Pass

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.

19G

News from
First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

On Sunday, April 18, the 
Rev. Greg George filled in 
for Pastor Perry Williams 
and spoke at both the morn-
ing and evening worship 
services.

His morning message, 
which was titled “God is 
Light,” addressed portions 
of scripture in the first chap-
ters of Genesis and 1st John.

The service was sent via 
transmitter for worshippers 
who stayed in their cars on 
the church’s lower parking 
lot while tuned in to their 
radios on station 87.9 FM. 

The service also was 
live streamed on Facebook, 
where it can be viewed.

The church’s Facebook 
page has videos and the 
latest information about 
possible closings.

Music director Dee Rose 
led worship. Debbie York 
was the pianist.

Molly Jones sang a spe-
cial song, “Beulah Land.”

Birthdays: Ludine Co-
peland, who was born 100 
years ago on April 21; Don-
ald Williams, April 21; Me-
linda Goodman, April 23.

Current ly,  the regu-
lar schedule for worship 
at Jonesboro First Baptist 
Church includes Sunday 
School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morn-
ing worship at 10 a.m. and 
Sunday evening worship at 
6 p.m. 

Prayer and Bible study, as 
well as youth group meet-
ings, are scheduled at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday. 

News from

Camp Ground Church, Community
Rev. Dee Ann Thomp-

son’s sermon Sunday was 
titled “Did You Miss It?” 
Scripture was from the Gos-
pel of Luke, the selection 
referred to as the Road to 
Emmaus.  

The message shared that 
“for many, Easter is already 
‘put away’ and they have 
returned to life as usual.

“The two persons return-
ing home from Jerusalem 
after the Passover obser-
vance and the crucifixion of 

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                By Suzan Harvel

Our sympathies go out 
to the Thompson/Powles 
families in the passing of 
Bob Thompson Sr. Funeral 
services are set for Thursday. 

I’ve known the families 
my whole life and grieve with 
them. Louise, or “Tine” as 
she’s known to most, always 
reminds me how she remem-
bers visiting me in the Anna 
hospital when I was 4 and in 
traction with a broken thigh 
bone. Not one of my finest 
moments to be sure. 

I returned the favor and 

visited with her last year 
when she was recovering 
from a shattered arm. We’ll 
surely be praying for you 
sweet lady in the loss of your 
husband. 

Shirley Harvel made a trip 
to Poplar Bluff, Mo., with 
her son and daughter-in-law, 
Chuck and Martha Harvel. 

They visited with Shirley’s 
sister and her husband, Sue 
and Don Knowlton, as well 
as daughter and son-in-law, 
Tina and Darron Moore, and 
my daughter, Allison Harvel. 

The occasion was for their 
first yard sale of the year. 
The weather was a bit cool, 
but the turn-out was good. 
Shirley did take an unfortu-
nate fall while there. While it 
wasn’t too serious, she’s sore 
but on the mend. 

It was good to see Betty 
Stegle and Junior Tripp in 
church Sunday. They are 
both recovering from nasty 
falls, as well. 

It was also good to see Bob 
and Barb Layman and to hear 
Bob making un “bear”ably 
cute puns about their bear 
experience in Tennessee. A 
new vehicle was required, but 
at least they are safe.

My daughter and her fam-
ily attended the Azalea-Dog-
wood Festival in Charleston, 
Mo., this past weekend. They 
reported a great time and said 
everything was beautiful. 

The grandsons were en-
thralled at all the carnival 
rides, petting zoo and other 
amenities offered. This was 
the first time for the boys to 
attend it and my daughter 
Nikki hasn’t been since she 
was in junior high school. 
It was a beautiful day for 
it, though, and nice to have 
a slice of life as it’s meant 
to be. 

Taking advantage of the 
beautiful weekend, we got 
some gardening in. The to-
mato beds are ready for plant-
ing and I’ve started my vari-
ous beds and pots of flowers. 

Of course, with all the rain, 
Richard had to mow again. 
The rain is keeping the gar-
den site too wet to plow up 
yet, but our pole- style wax 
bean seeds came in the mail, 
so my husband has some-
thing new to look forward to. 

I also took advantage of a 
sunny day and drove around 

Jesus had ‘put away’ their 
belief that Jesus was the 
Son of God and were re-
turning to their life as usual.  

“They had missed the 
first Easter: the belief that 
Jesus had indeed risen from 
the grave as He said He 
would.

“After His resurrection, 
Jesus appeared to those 
He had spent His ministry 
with, those He loved and 
cared for.  

“Jesus didn’t appear to 

them in grandiose style, but 
rather He met them where 
they were, behind closed 
doors grieving, returning 
home on a dusty road, in a 
garden, so that they might 
believe that He had risen 
as He said He would, and 
that He was the Son of God.

“Today Jesus comes to 
people of faith, wherever 
we are: feeling broken, for-
saken, alone, grieving.  He 
comes in our weaknesses 
because He loves and cares 
for us. 

“If you missed ‘It’ and 
have left Easter behind to 
return to your life as usual, 
you can experience resur-
rection now, wherever you 
are: just listen for His call.” 

Rev. Thompson closed 
with a question “Will you 
miss it today?”  

During the worship ser-
vice, Rodney Miller was 
formally reinstalled as a 
ruling elder for the next 
three years.

All are welcome at Camp 
Ground Church for in-per-
son study Bible study at 
9:30 a.m. on Sunday, fol-
lowed by worship at 10:30 
a.m.  

Services are also avail-
able via Zoom. Any mem-
ber of the congregation can 
be contacted to learn how 
to be connected to the link.

Following the graveside 
service for Linda Halter-
man Kruger, Dwight and 
Sandy Boaz hosted a light 
lunch for Linda’s son and 
family from Mt. Juliet, 
Tenn., and Amanda Batts 
from Martin, Tenn.

Kenneth and Dee Ann 
Thompson celebrated their 
wedding anniversary with a 
trip to St. Louis Friday and 
Saturday with their daugh-
ter and family and watched 
their two granddaughters in 
a dance competition.  

It was good to have Van-
da Gerard back in worship 
with us Sunday. She had 
spent the winter with son 
Darren and family in Tem-
pe, Ariz.

looking at all the trees in 
bloom, the wild flowers and 
wild life on the move.  There 
are still plenty of turkeys 
prowling about, a couple of 
deer and a lot of birds. 

One of those birds put me 
in mind of an Edgar Allen 
Poe poem: “The Raven.” 

As I was traveling down 
County Line Road, I passed 
by the Cummings cemetery 
to see a raven or a VERY 
large crow (hard to tell from 
a distance) atop one of the 
larger headstones. 

While it wasn’t midnight, 
nor December, the poem still 
came to mind. I missed get-
ting a photo as the cemetery 
is in a blind curve and not the 
best place to stop to gawk. 

I also had a visit at St. 
John’s Cemetery with a bit 
of a chat over my mother’s 
grave. I didn’t linger too long 
though as very black clouds 
were moving in. 

I did notice that the trees 
have been removed from 
the cemetery and while that 
made me sad, I guess it need-
ed to be done to keep damage 
to a minimum. 

I made it home in time to 
sit on the porch, drinking my 
ever-present cup of coffee, 
and watch the rain move in. 
It’s the most relaxing thing 
I’ve done today outside of 
attending church. 

I did get to chat with my 
cousin, Tony Smithey, on 
the phone. He and his wife 
are hoping to be moved onto 
part of my late grandfather’s 
place in Mill Creek toward 
summer, they hope. 

As with most things, it’ll 
depend on the weather. It’ll 
be nice to have some family 
closer by. 

We got to talking about 
plants my grandmother had 
up there and me wanting 
some cuttings from them. 

He then informed me it’s 
supposed to get down to 
freezing by Tuesday and 
all I could do was cry out 
“NOOoooo!” Oh, well, the 
cuttings will have to wait.  

I guess I’ll also be digging 
out the sheets to cover my 
flower beds and dragging 
plants inside from the porch 
and patio. 

“When spring came, even 
the false spring”…yes, I’ve 
gone from Poe to Heming-
way, it’s time to call it a night.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A morning worship ser-

vice was held Sunday, April 
18, at 10:35 a.m. in the 
church and on Zoom. Pastor 
Randy Wright and the wor-
ship team led the singing.

Madison Schnaare and 
Jessica Elkins provided 
special music.

The pastor’s message was 
titled “Where Do You Draw 
the Line?” Scripture was 
from Daniel. 

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Birthdays: Christopher 
Wright, April 18; Wanda 
Ames, April 21.

An A-J football break-
fast is planned at 7 a.m. on 
April 23.

Friday night Bible study 
is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 23, on Zoom. 
Pastor Wright can be texted 
for the password prior to the 
meeting.

A free grocery giveaway 
is planned from 10 a.m. to 
noon on April 24. Those 
who would like to receive 
groceries are asked to enter 
the church parking lot by 
way of Kirk Street and pro-
ceed to the fellowship hall.

An annual election is 
planned Sunday, April 25, 
in the fellowship hall: from 
8:45 a.m. until 9:30 a.m. and 
immediately following the 
morning worship service.

Adult and children’s Sun-
day School is planned at 

Mother’s Day
MOREL GIFT

CREATE A MOREL GARDEN IN YOUR BACK YARD
We provide the seed and easy to use instructions

for preparing an outdoor Morel Habitat.
You just sow the seed, maintain the Morel Habitat,

and pick and enjoy pounds of fresh Morels

$33.95 + $8.65 S/H -- ORDER 707-829-7301

GOURMET MUSHROOMS
P.O. BOX 515 CN21 * GRATON, CA 95444

www.gmushrooms.org
Spawn Guaranteed to Produce

9:30 a.m. on April 25.
A morning worship ser-

vice is planned at 10:35 a.m. 
Sunday, April 25, with guest 
speaker David Samayoa, 
who is the Illinois District’s 
multicultural director.

An annual meeting is 
planned at 6 p.m. Sunday, 
April 25. Reports will be 
given by the pastor, the 
SDMI superintendent, the 
NYI president, the NMI 
president, the secretary 
and treasurer of the church  
board as stated in the church 
manual. Election results 
also will be announced at 
the meeting. Pastor Wright 
encourages all church mem-
bers to attend.

CDC guidelines will be 
followed by wearing masks, 
social distancing and fami-
lies sitting together inside 
the sanctuary.

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on April 28, with praise and 
worship in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom and Chil-
dren’s Bible quizzing in the 
fellowship hall, with CDC 
guidelines being followed 
by wearing masks and so-
cial distancing. The pastor 
can be texted prior to the 
meeting for the password.

During this time, the 
church can be contacted 
by calling the church office 
at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary or 
by calling Pastor Wright at 
618-534-7103.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Kiwanis BBQ
The annual Kiwanis 

Mother’s Day BBQ cook 
is scheduled for May 7 
and May 8.  You can order 
by calling Randy Kinder 
at 618-697-6144, through 
any Kiwanis member or 
via their Facebook page at 
Kiwanis of Anna, IL.  

T h e  h a l f  s h o u l d e r 
chopped is $25, a whole 
shoulder chopped is $40 
and a whole bone-in shoul-
der is $35.  

Pick up is Friday, May 7, 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Saturday, May 8, from 9 
a.m. to noon.  Give mom a 
break on this Mother’s Day 
and order yours today.

Birthday Celebration
Jessi Watson celebrated 

W e l c o m e  n e w 
member Sydney Waters 
with William to the Anna-
Jo Garden Club meeting 
at United Methodist 
Church Anna Family 
Life Center April 13.

I received these pictures from Jerry Hines from 
Kansas City, Mo., of downtown Anna. Jerry would 
like to know when the pictures were taken if anyone 
knows. He said he tried to tell by the cars: 1950s, 
1960s, 1970s or later. Jerry said the pictures are 
more like when he was growing up. He left Anna to 
go into the service on June 1, 1961. He only came 
back to the area a few times every  year. Jerry 
and his wife Diane met Bob Henderson (A-J 1958 
class) at I Hop in Liberty last week. They  talked a 
lot about growing up in Anna and playing around 
the high school grounds. It was really good to talk 
to him. Jerry.

Will Bracken and grandchildren after Easter 
dinner at Tina Bryant’s home.

Jane Bauer of the 
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church in Anna received 
an award for the Anna 
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Women for their gift to 
Mission at the Cache 
River Distr ict  UMW 
meeting at Carrier Mills.

The  Union County CEO class with teacher Melanie Smith visited Anna 
City Hall, the Anna Fire Department and the city garage last Thursday. They 
also enjoyed Davis Pastry donuts and pink and blue iced cookies while there.

Ian Watson first time 
holding a fish on his own 
fishing with his papaw 
Terry Clark.

Jewels Watson first 
time holding the fish 
she caught on her own  
fishing with her Papaw 
Terry Clark.

Wi l l ie  and Terr ie 
Rhymer  a re  happy 
to report the birth of 
number 15 grandchild: 
Emerysn Rae Rhymer.  
She is the new daughter 
of Jordan and Alexis 
Rhymer of Dongola. She 
was welcomed home 
by brothers Junior 
and Jaxson and sister 
Hadley. The Rhymers 
also received news that 
another great-niece was 
added to the family.

Shirley West is pictured with the district United 
Methodist Women’s award for their gift for mission 
at the Cache River District UMW meeting at Carrier 
Mills.

Jane Bauer, Shirley West  and  Marie Samuel 
attended Cache River District United Methodist 
Women’s meeting at Carrier Mills. The district 
received an award for their gift for mission. Anna 
received a award for their gift to mission. 

Wilda Young gave the 
devotion at the Cache 
River District United 
Methodist  Women’s 
meeting in Carrier Mills.

her birthday April 16. One 
of her birthday presents was 
her best friend surprised her 
and picked up Ian and Jew-
els to watch and told her to 
go have a day out to enjoy. 

Jessi met her mother 
Ramona Clark in Cape Gi-
rardeau and ate dinner and 
they  went  shopping. Then 
she enjoyed a family dinner 
at home with her husband 
and children.

Nashville Trip
Barbara House, Ruth Sis-

tler, her aunt Theresa and 
friend Donna enjoyed a trip 
to Nashville, Tenn. They 
bought beautiful plants 
while there.

Easter Sunday
Tina Bryant had her fam-

ily for lunch and  then went 
outside to take pictures 
of her great-nieces and 
nephew. 

Those there were Tina’s 
niece, Amber and husband 
Robert Mayberry, and chil-
dren, Lexie, Ava, Kylie and 
Titus, my brother-in-law, 
Will Bracken and sister, 
Mary Dew.

Trip
Dennis Winter visited 

friends in Millstadt Sunday.
Anna Heights Baptist 

Church
Birthdays: April 18th 

Kathy Pengress,  20th Kim 
Brimm and Marc Korb,  
22nd Payton Seip, 24th 
Shiloh Barger and Lucas 
Davis, 27th Julie Ellis, 
28th Tom White, 30th Ryan 
Tygett.

Anniversaries: 23rd Ken-
dall and Charlotte Echols,  
25th Kevin and Susan Gris-
by.

Attendance for April 11: 
8 a.m. worship 83, 10:30 

a.m. worship 123, small 
group Bible study 197.

One for the Cross Dona-
tions to support Bald Knob 
Cross will be Sunday, April 
25.

Family Night Out is 
planned Saturday, May 8, 
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.; spon-
sored by the Early Learning 
Center.

Pregnancy Matters Walk 
for Life is Saturday, May 1.

Momma Lou’s meeting is 
planned at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 29.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon se-
ries, Who is this Man?  This 
week: He is Lord, with 
scripture from Mark.

Look  on  t he  Anna 
Heights social platform for 
the 10:30 a.m. worship ser-
vice and 7 p.m. Wednesday 
Bible study on YouTube, 
Facebook or at www.anna-
heights.com.

Class of A-JCHS 2020
Your class is being hon-

ored by the City of Anna 
with an oak tree being 
planted in our Anna City 
Park. If you would like to 
help or attend please be 
at the park on Arbor Day  
April 30 at 1 p.m.

Annabelle Fest
There was a planning 

meeting held last Tuesday. 
Lots going to be happening 
June 11-12. 

If you are a vendor and 
would like to set up in the 
Anna Park please notify 
Lee Hackney at the Anna 
Arts Center. Cost is $20 for 
Saturday, June 12, from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. or you can 
stay as late as you would 
like. There will be music in 
the park that evening.

Pumpkin Town
Pumpkin Town will be 

held again this year at the 
Anna City Park.  

The event is planning 
to move to a bit later in 
October so displays will 
be up through Halloween. 
Tentative dates are approx-
imately Oct. 21 to Oct. 31.

Charleston Trip
Tina Bryant enjoyed a trip 

with friends to Charleston, 
Mo., to the Dogwood-Aza-
lea Festival.

Nancy Ragain,  along 
with friends Ruby Parker, 
Becki Earnhart and Tina 
Trammel, enjoyed a trip 
to  Charleston, Mo., Dog-
wood-Azalea Festival.

Brenda Allen visited her 
dad in Charleston and en-
joyed the beautiful Dog-
wood-Azalea Festival.

Lincoln School
Pre-K and Head Start 

Child Find. If you are in-

terested in applying for 
Pre-K and/or Southern Sev-
en Head Start/Early Head 
Start for the 2021-2022 
school year please bring the 
child’s certified birth cer-
tificate and proof of family 
income (one month of pay 
stubs or 2020 W2s or tax-
es) to Lincoln Elementary 
School, 108 Warren St. 

Please enter through 
the Pre-K door on Warren 
Street Monday, April 26, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. No 
appointment necessary. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Sunday was  Nat ive  
American Ministries Sun-
day.

Rev.  J immy Kel le r 
preached Sunday morning 
while Rev. Tim and Myra 
Gossett were on vacation. 
Rev. Jimmy’s sermon was 
In the Name of Heaven. 
with scripture from Eccle-
siastes.

Chris Foster welcomed 
everyone. Director of music 
was Carla Anderson. Pianist 
was Marcy Morris. Jack 
and Sue Ann Zimmerman 
welcomed people when 
they entered the church.

Loaves and Fishes was 
planned Tuesday evening.

Wednesday the men’s 
Bible study meets at 7 a.m. 
The women’s Bible study is 
at 1 p.m. Wednesday.

A prayer group meets at 
4 p.m. on the first and third 
Thursday of each month.

Friday, April 23, from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m., Friend-
ship and Sewing and Happy 
Scrappers will meet in the 
Family Life Center at the 
church.

Anna Arts Center
Paint the Town is Satur-

day, April 24, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Ubuntu
“That is, how can one of 

us be happy while the rest 
are miserable?” Something 
for us all the think about. 

Lee Hackney shared 
this when she was sending 
the daily messages during 

COVID. Bonnie one of her 
friends shared a wonderful 
story.  

A n  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t 
showed a game to the chil-
dren of an African tribe. He 
placed a basket of delicious 
fruits near a tree trunk and 
told them the first child to 
reach the tree will get the 
basket. 

When he gave them the 
start signal, he was sur-
prised that they were walk-
ing together, holding hands 
until they reached the tree 
and shared the fruit.

Ubuntu in  their African 
civilization means, I am 
because we are. 

Thanks Lee for sharing 
all the wonderful stories 
with us each day. What a 
wonderful lesson taught by 
these children.

April Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month

Wear blue every day this 
month to celebrate the 11th 
annual Union County Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. 
The hotline number for 
child abuse in 1 800 25 
ABUSE. 

Plant Sales
Anna-Jo Garden Club 

plant sale will be  Satur-
day, May 1, at the Anna-Jo 
Garden Club Park next to 
McDonald’s. This is the 
spring perennial plant sale 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

There will be lots of An-
nabelles for sale to plant 
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Television Listings

MONDAY APRIL 26, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams MLB Base ball
Chi cago Cubs at 
At lanta Braves
from Truist Park
(Live)

Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

“Kim Pos si ble”
(‘05)

“Safe House”
(‘12) CIA in
South Af rica.
(HD)

aaa “Black
Rain” (‘89)

“Red”

:30 Lo cal Fam Guy VICE (HD)

7 PM Ses ame Street:
50 Years Di ver -
sity top ics.

Neigh bor. 9-1-1 “Par ent -
hood”

The Voice “The
Knock outs Part
2" (HD)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Ra ven aa “The
Quarry” Crim i -
nal drifter.

City on a Hill
(HD):30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy Ra ven

8 PM All Rise (HD) (:01) 9-1-1: Lone
Star

Fam Guy Ra ven Pray, Obey, Kill
(HD)

Cou ples

:30 Fam Guy Big City “Valkyrie” (‘08)
Of fi cer plots to
kill Adolf Hit ler.

Cou ples

9 PM The Good Doc -
tor

Bull (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) De bris (HD) SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Big City The Nevers            
“Ig ni tion”

aac “Relic”
(‘20) An evil
pres ence.:30 Dad (HD) BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Queen of the
South

BUNK’D (:55) Pray

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Syd ney Mare of
Easttown

“Talk to Me”
(‘07) Ra dio ac -
tiv ist.

City on a Hill
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Seinfeld Queen of the

South
Ra ven

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Ra ven “But ter” DESUS &

TUESDAY APRIL 27, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie Real Time “Lady in the Wa -
ter”

“Kiss the Girls”
(‘97):30 Bang (HD) Jessie Sketch

7 PM Pooch Per fect
(HD)

NCIS “Mis con -
duct”

The Res i dent
(HD)

Young Rock Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “Birds of Prey:
And the” (‘20)
(R)

aaac “Walk
the Line” (‘05)
Life of singer.
(HD)

“Along Came a
Spi der” A girl is
ab duc ted.:30 Kenan Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM black-ish FBI (HD) (:01) Prod i gal
Son

This Is Us (HD) (:15) NBA Bas -
ket ball (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU Sex
crimes. (HD)

Big City

:30 mixed-ish Bang (HD) Big City Mare of
Easttown9 PM Big Sky (HD) FBI: Most

Wanted
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) New Am ster -
dam

Bang (HD) Big City (:16) “A Walk
Among the
Tomb stones”
(‘14)

City on a Hill
(HD):30 The Mis ery BUNK’D The Nevers “Ig ni -

tion”10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SC (HD) Conan Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D Cou ples

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SC (HD) The Mis ery Syd ney “Our Towns”
Amer i can towns.

Cou ples

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Seinfeld Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven (:12) “The Rite”
(‘11)

aa “Alex
Cross” (‘12):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Ra ven

WEDNESDAY APRIL 28, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams E60 (HD) Bang (HD) NCIS Mil i tary
crimes.

Jessie The Nevers
(HD)

(4:53) “Har riet”
(‘19)

aaa “Wyatt
Earp” (‘94) A
dep uty’s cour -
age makes him
fa mous. (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Jessie

7 PM Goldbergs The Price Is Right 
at

The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

“Movie” Bang (HD) WWE NXT (HD) Jessie The Nevers “Ig ni -
tion”

aaa “Die
Hard 2" (‘90)
Air port ter ror ists.
(HD)

:30 Home Bang (HD) Syd ney

8 PM Conners SEAL Team
(HD)

(:02) Game of   
Tal ents

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Syd ney aaa “61*”
(‘01, Drama) Ball 
play ers tested.:30 Call Your Bang (HD) Big City

9 PM A Mil lion Lit tle
Things

S.W.A.T. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

The Best of Bang (HD) (:08) “Movie” Big City (:05) “The
Bourne Leg -
acy” (‘12, Ac -
tion) Agent’s
mis sion.

(:10) aaa
“Law less” (‘12)
Brother boot leg -
gers.

:30 Fron tal BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan BUNK’D Mare of
Easttown:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fron tal Syd ney

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Seinfeld Ra ven “Lit tle Chil dren”
(‘06)

(:05) “Rob Roy”
(‘95):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan “Movie” Ra ven “Plnt. Apes”

SUNDAY
7:00pm

ABC The Os cars The top mov ies of the past
year are hon ored at the 93rd an nual Acad emy
Awards, in clud ing “Mank,” which leads the
way with 10 nom i na tions.

8:00pm
HBO The Nevers “Ig ni tion” Mary tries to
sum mon the cour age to find her voice as Pen -
ance makes an am pli fier to carry her song
through the city; Amalia seeks help from an
un ex pected ally. TVMA (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

ABC Ses ame Street: 50 Years of Sunny
Days De tails are shared about how “Ses ame
Street” has ad dressed top ics re lated to di ver -
sity, in clu sion and eq uity for 50 years, and new 
char ac ters are ex am ined. (HD)

9:01pm
NBC De bris “Do You Know Icarus?” While
Bryan and Finola de ter mine their next move, a
diver finds de bris off the coast and in ad ver -
tently re moves his sis ter from re al ity. TV14
(HD)

7:00pm
FOX The Res i dent “Af ter the Storm” The
staff is put in cri sis mode when the hos pi tal lies 
in a tor nado’s path; Conrad and Nic care for an 
in jured emer gency med i cal tech ni cian. TV14
(HD)

8:00pm
NBC This Is Us A group of strang ers are af -
fected by life’s un ex pected events when their
paths cross and life jour neys in ter sect in un -
likely ways, re veal ing shared at trib utes. TV14
(HD)

TUESDAY

8:00pm
ABC The Conners “Who Are Bosses, Boats
and Eckhart Tolle?” Dan has a fall ing out with
his long time friend af ter Chuck buys a boat;
Darlene wor ries that she made a mis take af ter
she hires an un help ful as sis tant. TVPG (HD)

9:05pm
MAX The Bourne Leg acy aaa (2012, Ac -
tion) Jeremy Renner, Ra chel Weisz. Fol low ing
the sep a ra tion of Ja son Bourne, an other field
agent es capes the ter mi na tion of more agents
and sets out to ex pose the CIA’s crimes.
PG-13 (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY APRIL 25, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM (5:30) Os cars: Into 
the

60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons Games “Stink
Tank.”

MLB Base ball
San Diego Pa -
dres at Los An -
geles Dodg ers
(Live) (HD)

(4:30) “Movie” Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven “King Ar thur:
Leg end of the
Sword” (‘17)

“Vice” Fan tasy
re sort.

City on a Hill
(HD):30 The Harts Syd ney

7 PM The Os cars Top
mov ies hon ored.

The Equal izer
(HD)

Simp sons “The Fate of
the Fu ri ous”
(‘17, Ac tion) Vin
Die sel. Dom in
crime. (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Roll (HD) “Proof of Life”
(‘00) Hos tage
ne go ti a tor. (HD)

VICE (HD)

:30 North (HD) Bang (HD) Roll (HD) VICE (HD)

8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) Bur gers Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie The Nevers          
“Ig ni tion”

City on a Hill
(HD):30 Fam Guy Bang (HD) Jessie

9 PM NCIS: New Or -
leans

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

“Movie” Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie Mare of
Easttown

(:17) “Queen &
Slim” (‘19) Dan -
iel Kaluuya. A
black cou ple.

Cou ples

:30 Jessie Cou ples

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Ol i ver DESUS &

:30 Os cars: Af ter
Dark

Big City The Nevers                    
“Ig ni tion”

City on a Hill
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Law & Or der:

SVU
Big City

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Sports Big City (:35) Mare “Jones” Cou ples

MONDAY

THURSDAY APRIL 22, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Tyson Hits Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

aac “Rio 2"
(‘14) Am a zon liv -
ing.

“The New Mu -
tants”

(5:25) “Hitman”
(‘07)

aaa “Ar bi -
trage” (‘12)
Trou bled mag -
nate. (HD)

:30 Lo cal Box ing Bang (HD)

7 PM Sta tion 19 (HD) Young Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Man i fest “Tail -
spin”

Box ing Bang (HD) Chrisley Mare of
Easttown

“Valkyrie” (‘08)
Of fi cer plots to
kill Adolf Hit ler.:30 The United Box ing Bang (HD) Chrisley Big City

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

(:01) Mom Man (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Box ing Go-Big Show Chrisley Big City aa “My Super 
Ex-Girl friend”
(‘06)

“The Ad just -
ment Bu reau”
Fate ful forces.:30 B Pos i tive The Moodys (:28) Chrisley

Knows Best Mil -
lion aire fam ily.
(HD)

Big City

9 PM Re bel
“Superhero”

Clarice (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or ga nized Crime
(HD)

Box ing (:02) Go-Big
Show

Big City “Har riet” (‘19) A 
slave tries to es -
cape. (HD):30 Box ing Ra ven (:40) The Nevers

(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Sports Conan Syd ney DESUS &

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Sports Go-Big Show Syd ney (:40) Pray, Obey,
Kill

City on a Hill
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Sports Chrisley Ra ven “Queen & Slim”

(‘19):30 Night line Corden Late Night Sports Conan Chrisley Ra ven Exterminat DESUS &

FRIDAY APRIL 23, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Last Dance Seinfeld Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

(5:15) aac “Rio 
2" (‘14)

(:20) The Nevers
(HD)

(5:00) aaa
“Anna” (‘19)

“God fa ther”
(‘90):30 Box ing Seinfeld

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver (HD) WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

The Black list “Mi -
sere”

Last Dance “Movie” Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Ra ven (:20) aa “Hay -
wire” (‘12)
Seek ing re -
venge. (HD)

“The Bourne
Leg acy” (‘12)
Agent’s mis sion.

“True His tory
of the Kelly
Gang” (‘20)
(HD)

:30 Box ing (:50) Roll

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC
(HD)

30 for 30 (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City

:30 Big City

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Box ing “Movie” Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City Real Time Maher
(HD)

aac “Planet
of the Apes”
(‘01) Smart sim i -
ans.

aac “Out -
laws” Mo tor cy -
cle gangs.:30 Box ing Ra ven

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Syd ney Sketch

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

(:50) Roll Real Time Maher
(HD)

(:45) City on a
Hill11 PM Lo cal Pro grams 30 for 30 (HD) Chi cago P.D.

(HD)
(:20) Just Roll It
(HD)

“Alita: Bat tle An -
gel”:30 Night line Corden Late Night “Movie” Sketch DESUS &

THURSDAY
7:00pm

MAX Valkyrie aaa (2008, Thriller) Tom
Cruise, Ken neth Branagh. An ide al is tic Ger -
man of fi cer con spires with mil i tary and po lit i -
cal lead ers to as sas si nate Adolf Hit ler and
over throw the Nazi re gime. PG-13 (HD)

7:29pm
USA Chrisley Knows Best Mul ti mil lion aire
Todd Chrisley runs life at home with his wife
and five chil dren as he would a busi ness, but
they deal with real is sues like any other fam ily.
TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
9:00pm

CBS Blue Bloods “Atone ment” Frank at -
tempts to honor his grand son’s wish to fight
his own bat tle; Erin and An thony con tem plate
what to do with damn ing ev i dence against the
mob. TV14 (HD)

11:30pm
HBO A Black Lady Sketch Show Co me dic
sketches are per formed by a cast of Black fe -
male en ter tain ers. TVMA (HD)

8:00pm
FOX Game of Tal ents “Crazy Twists, Fly ing
Dum mies, and a Scor pion on the Loose” The
Group B con tes tants come on the stage for
their first per for mances. (HD)

SHOW Mid90s aaac (2018, Com edy)
Sunny Suljic, Lucas Hedges. A 13-year-old
boy spends his sum mer va ca tion be friend ing a 
group of skate board ers, who help him es cape
from his strug gling home life. R (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY APRIL 24, 2021
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM (5:30) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Peyton’s (4:00) “Movie” (4:06) “Movie” Mi rac u lous (4:40) “Mid way”
(‘19)

(4:55) “Ad Astra”
(‘19)

Amer ica

:30 Peyton’s Mi rac u lous Amer ica

7 PM NBA (Live) FBI “Un cov ered”
(HD)

The Masked
Singer

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mon day Foot ball
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City aaa
“Dreamgirls”
(‘06) Girls at tain
fame. (HD)

aaa “John
Q” (‘02) Sav ing
a dy ing boy.
(HD)

City on a Hill
(HD):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Los An geles vs
Dal las (Live)
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM S.W.A.T. “Frac -
ture”

Game of Tal ents
(HD)

30 for 30 (HD) Bang (HD) (:05) “Movie” Big City “Mid90s” (‘18)
Skate board ers.
(R):30 Bang (HD) Big City

9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City The Nevers “Pi -
lot”

“Hours” (‘13)
Fa ther’s cour -
age.:30 Bang (HD) Big City aaa “Law -

less” (‘12)
Brother boot leg -
gers. (HD)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Name That Tune
(HD)

Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Go-Big Show
Tal ent show.

(:06) “Movie” BUNK’D (:20) The Nevers
(HD):30 Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
BUNK’D “Die Hard 2"

Air port ter ror ists.
(R)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Jessie Sketch

:30 Wipeout Jessie “Speed” City Hill

THURSDAY

The Anna Kiwanis Club partnered with the A-J 
wrestling team for a fish fry fundraiser.  The team 
is raising money to purchase a new mat, which 
costs upwards of $10,000. The team is still taking 
donations. On Saturday, April 17, they showed 
up in force and helped pull off a successful fish 
fry. The Kiwanis Club and the A-J wrestling team 
and their supporters thank the community for the 
tremendous turnout.

Daniel Dover and Quinn Edwards put the 
finishing touches on serving plates.

John Hughey, Charles Halterman, Eric Massey 
and Lance Meisenheimer worked the assembly line.

Crissy Mays and Chase Hargrave set up a bake 
sale.

and for the Annabelle trail 
that will be the second 
weekend in June along with 
Annabelle Fest. 

Plant sale at United 
Methodist Church in Anna 
May 8 from 7:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. If you have something 
to donate and cannot bring 
it to the church, please 
contact Darryl Parks or Jack 
Zimmerman.

Lots of hard work and 
love goes into both these 
groups all year raising their 
plants. A special thanks to 
them and everyone who 
comes to buy from them.

Birthdays
April 13 Mayor Steve 

Hartline, 14 Tammy Wood-
rum,  16 Jessi Watson, 18  
Lorri Loker, Elijah Steven 
Guined 2 years old, Terry 
Ruffer, 19 Elaine Shephard, 
25 Aaron Hart.

National Day of Prayer
Will be May 6 at Anna 

City Park.
New Johnson County 

Food Pantry
Pastor  Casey Pollard of 

Shawnee Worship Center, 
105 Oliver St., Vienna, 
announced there was a rib-
bon cutting and open house 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 21,  at The Table Food 

Pantry.
Since its launch in No-

vember of 2020, the pan-
try has distributed nearly 
100,000 pounds of food to 
hundreds of families across 
several counties. 

As people continue to 
suffer from food insecu-
rity during the pandemic, 
they intend to continue to 
expand their efforts to feed 
the hungry across Southern 
Illinois.

Laborers Local 773
Thanks for the pandem-

ic relief food distribution 
in Vienna City Park last 
Saturday.

Anna VFW Post
Monday is Extreme Bar 

Bingo. The kitchen opens at 
6 p.m., with bingo starting 
at 7 p.m. 

A fish fry is planned on 
the first Friday night of each 
month until fall.

A district meeting is 
planned in Marion on Sat-
urday, April 24. A joint 
meeting is planned at 11:30 
a.m., followed by lunch and 
separate meetings at 1 p.m.

Saturday, April 24, Mys-
tify Music will be at the 
post starting at 7 p.m.

Treat your mother or wife 
to a day off from cooking. 

The auxiliary will be smok-
ing their delicious pork 
butts on Saturday, May 8, 
just in time for Mother’s 
Day. Stop by the post or 
call 833-5182 any day af-
ter 1 p.m. to reserve your 
pork butt before they sell 
out. Fresh and hot off the 
smoker and can be picked 
up that afternoon.

Military Prayer List
Blake Mays, Trace Faire,  

John Michael Brimm, 
Kaleb Meier,  Nathan-
iel Moss, Derek Nelson, 
Nick Pearson, Nate Fran-
kell, Alex Gratz, Reagan 
Morrison, Garrett Goins, 
James McWhorter, Jen-
nifer Ann Bishop, Arin 
Whitemountain, Katelynn 
Williams, Lindsey Keene, 
Jerod Schaefer, Creighton 
Laster, Josh Steveson, Josh 
Williams, Jim Bonner, Nick 

Harvel, Nona Elizabeth 
Luke, Lucas J. Strickland, 
William Nathaniel Fran-
kell, Ethan Maze, Tanner 
Anderson, Hayden Young, 
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse and wife Megan in 
Alaska.

Branson Trip
Kay Johnston and Car-

olyn Harvel just returned 
from a five-day trip to Bran-
son, Mo. On the morning 
before coming home they 
saw JESUS at the Sight 
& Sound Theatre. It was 
amazing.

Birthday
Reid Patterson celebrated 

his 5th birthday, April 18.
Missouri Trip
Last Thursday, Tina Bry-

ant went to Charleston, 
Mo., to see the azaleas 
and dogwoods in bloom. 
Several of the homes were 
beautifully  decorated, plus 
having the flowers. 

Tina’s friends, Peggy, 
Vicki and Brad from Cape 
Girardeau had a picnic at 
the park and later dessert at 
Susie’s Cafe and Bakery in 
Sikeston. It was a beautiful 
day to be outside.

Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans

Special thanks to Mary 
Sue Treece for her dona-
tion of three wreaths in 
memory of William E. 
Treece, Joseph B. Dillow 
for  Anna Cemetery and 
one she will take to another 
cemetery for our ceremony 
on Dec. 18.

If  you would like a 

wreath they are $15 each 
and you can write a check 
to Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans and mail to me at 118 
W. Monroe St., Anna, Ill. 
62906 or take it to Anna 
City Hall and ask them to 
put in my mailbox.

Birthday Celebration
Janet Mixen celebrated 

her birthday Sunday, April 
18, with her family.

Guests
Mason and Miles Yates 

spent the weekend with 
the Rhymers while their 
parents and sister Ruby 
were gone to Fairfield for 
a softball game that Ruby 
was playing in.

Dongola Garden Club
Dongola is forming a 

garden club. The first meet-
ing is planned April 29 at 
the community center in 
Dongola at 6 p.m.
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Public Notice

Parcel Numbe Owners/Parties Interested Cert Number Street Or Common Address
01-015- BRINKER, RUSSELL 2017-90001 1310 S ROCKY COMFORD RD
01-015- BRINKER, VINCE 2017-90001 1310 S ROCKY COMFORD RD
02-217- JOHNSON, KAREN L 2017-90005 1030 CAMPGROUND ROAD
04-017- CHAIRES, CIRO 2017-90007 550 WRIGHTS CROSSING ROAD
04-051- MINTON, GERALDINE 2017-90008
05-314-A ARCHEY, LORETTA 2017-90011 800 N GREEN YOUNGS LOT 3
05-314-A BLEVINS, ARTHUR III 2017-90011 800 N GREEN YOUNGS LOT 3
05-314-A HANS ASSMAN 2017-90011 800 N GREEN YOUNGS LOT 3
05-502- KNIGHT, GARY 2017-90014  WATKINS MH CT LOT 2
05-502- POST, BETTY 2017-90014  WATKINS MH CT LOT 2
08-072- ANGLIN, BARBARA 2017-90018 321 WILLIARDS FERRY ROAD
08-072- U.S. BANK N.A., AS TRUSTEE, 

FOR MANUFACTURED 
HOUSING SR/SUBORDINATE 
TRUST 1999-4
NEWREZ LLC, F/K/A NEW 
PENN FINANCIAL D/B/A 
SHELL POINT MTG SRVG

2017-90018 321 WILLIARDS FERRY ROAD

08-136- ROBINSON, TULLEY 2017-90019 840 BERRYVILLE ROAD
08-136- ROBINSON, LINDA 2017-90019 840 BERRYVILLE ROAD
08-155- BELL, MIKE 2017-90020 255 WHEATON DR
08-155- BELL, TERI 2017-90020 255 WHEATON DR
08-526- KNIGHT, RICHARD D 2017-90021 743 BERRYVILLE ROAD
08-554- TREXLER, HEATHER 2017-90022 27 PUSH LN
09-007- GOODMAN, REBECCA 2017-90023 450 HARVEL LANE
11-014- CALHOUN, MICHAEL 2017-90024
11-014- CALHOUN, MARTINA

AKA MARTINA SUE TERBRAK
2017-90024

14-079- CAMPBELL, HOMER 2017-90026 420 E CHESTNUT
14-321- BROWN, NICKOLAS 2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR
14-321- BROWN-JACHSON, SACHA 2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR
14-321- LINTON, MARK P 2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR
14-321- LINTON, JANETTE P 2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR
14-321- 1ST FINANCIAL BANK FSB

NKA ASSOCIATED BANK, NA
2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE 
2019-TX-1: TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, TO THEIR 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES), AND TO THE ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF STATE 
VEHICLE SERVICES, ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF STATE, ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF 
STATE, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL AND UNION COUNTY CLERK, UNION COUNTY 
TREASURER AND DITECH FINANCIAL LLC CORP AGENT: C T CORP SYSTEM, DITECH 
FINANCIAL LLC MANAGER: GREEN TREE SERVICING CORP, UNION COUNTY STATES 
ATTORNEY, AND TO OCCUPANTS AND UNKNOWN OWNERS AND PARTIES 
INTERESTED IN THE PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVESAID MOBILE HOMES WERE SOLD ON MARCH 13, 
2019, FOR DELINQUENT MOBILE HOME LOCAL SERVICES TAXES FOR THE YEAR 2018 
AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD OF REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE 
EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 21, 2021.  TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A  PETITION FOR 
ORDER DIRECTING ISSUANCE OF TAX CERTIFICATES OF TITLE HAS BEEN FILED IN 
THE ABOVESAID CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED MOBILE HOMES BY UNION 
COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON OCTOBER 13, 2021 AT 9:00 AM, SAID 
PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER THAT A TAX CERTIFICATE OF TITLE ISSUE 
AS TO EACH ABOVESAID MOBILE HOME NOT REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2021. /S/ UNION COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
ADDRESS: 309 W MARKET ST ROOM 116, JONESBORO, IL 62952
TELEPHONE: (618) 833-5711

Dongola crowns
homecoming queen, king

Dongola High School recently crowned a 2021 
homecoming queen and king.

Ashlyn Wright was crowned as homecoming 
queen. Matthew Prout was crowned as homecoming 
king.

Members of the homecoming court included, 
from left, Matt Aden, Blake Herren, Killian Hudgins, 
Hunter McCommons, Matthew Prout, Ashlyn Wright, 
Michelle Wolford, Addyson Zeschke, Natasha 
Cosenza and Jenna Wren. Photos provided.

Public Record
from the files at the  Union County Courthouse, Jonesboro

Realty Transactions
The following real estate 

transactions were recorded 
at the Union County clerk’s 
office in Jonesboro:

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Tammy K. Wheaton. Grantee: 
Nathan B. Wheaton. Tract 
Section 22 Township 12S 
Range 2W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Thomas H. Keller, Vicki A. 
Keller. Grantee: Francine A. 
Cole, Mark A. Cole. Tract 
Section 5 Township 13S 
Range 1W.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Tasha M. Mealer. Grantee: 
City of Anna. Subdivision 
Name: George W. Norris 2nd 
Add. of Anna. Lot 7.

Quit Claim Deed. Grantor: 
Jason Denver Crisp. Grantee: 
Jason Gray, Anthony Stanton, 
David Waddle. Tract Section 
3 Township 12S Range 3W. 
Tract Section 4 Township 12S 
Range 3W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Schaefer LLC. Grantee: 
Signature South Investments 
LLC.  Tract  Sect ion 21 
Township 12S Range 3W. 
Tract Section 22 Township 
12S Range 3W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Jerome E. Middeke Sr., Helen 
F. Middeke. Grantee: Angela 
D. Clay, Joshua D. Clay. Tract 
Section 26 Township 12S 
Range 1E.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 

Jessie Lois Webster. Grantee: 
Carole A. Baker. Subdivision 
Name: Forest Place Addition. 
Block 5. Lot 9.

W a r r a n t y  D e e d . 
Grantor: Kimberly Michelle 
Honey. Grantee: Kelli B. 
Kern. Subdivision Name: 
Alfred Lence Heir Add. of 
Jonesboro. Lot 4.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
D&B Legacy Propert ies 
of Ill inois LLC. Grantee: 
Guernsey Holdings SDI IL 
OPCO LLC. Tract Section 
20 Township 12S Range 1W.

Warranty Deed. Grantor: 
Guernsey Holdings SDI IL 
OPCO LLC. Grantee: Realty 
Income Illinois Properties 
4 LLC. Tract Section 20 
Township 12S Range 1W.

Traffic Citations
The fol lowing people 

were cited for the indicated 
violations and were assessed 
the accompanying fines and 
court costs as recorded at the 
circuit clerk’s office:

Heather L. Jackson, Anna, 

driving on suspended license, 
$553. Dustin D. Easton, Cape 
Girardeau, following too 
closely, $926.

Kendell Jaton Howard, 
Columbia, S.C., driving 
11-14 mph above l imit , 
$253. Gregory C. Nickens, 
Kankakee, driving 21-25 mph 
above limit, $253.

D a k o t a  J o e  J o n e s , 
Murphysbo ro ,  ope ra te 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
$ 7 2 9 .  J a s o n  M i c h a e l 
Franchuk,  Carbondale, 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164.

M o n t g o m e r y  To d d 
Reese, Cobden, electronic 
communication device, $164. 
Haleigh Wradale Sadler, 
J o n e s b o r o ,  e l e c t r o n i c 
communication device, $164.

Melissa Renee Bittle, 
Belleville, driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $164. Timothy 
S. McChristian, Du Quoin, 
driving 11-14 mph above 
limit, $164.

Tony D. Samuels, Anna, 

driving 15-20 mph above 
l imit ,  $253. Thomas D. 
Alferman, Washington, Mo., 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164.

C o l i n  M .  J o n e s , 
Bloomfield, Mo., driving 15-
20 mph above limit, $164. 
Marcos Alaniz, Alvin, Texas, 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164.

Shane Bruce, Cobden, 
driving 15-20 mph above limit, 
$164. Hannah Cheyenne 
Smith, Sikeston, Mo., driving 
15-20 mph above limit, $164.

Rakeya E. Jeter, Mound 
City, driving 15-20 mph 
above limit, $164. Esequiel 
Sanchez,  Des Pla ines, 
driving 15-20 mph above 
limit, $164. Brooke Ellen 
Sinn, Tamms, driving 15-20 
mph above limit, $164.

Reynoldsville
News
By Sue Eudy

Sue Eudy and Venita 
Lingle of Anna, Linda Koch 
of Cape Girardeau and Lois 
Crites of Jackson, Mo., 
visited Friday night at the 
home of Pat and David 
Johnson of Jackson, Mo., 
and helped their sister Pat 
celebrate her birthday.

Those enjoying eat-
ing Sunday at the Chi-
nese restaurant in Cape 
Girardeau were Dolores 
Reynolds, Greg, Amy and 
Valley Reynolds, Justin and 
Paxton Wilson and Jackie 
Jennings, all of Reynolds-
ville and River Kelley of 
McClure.

Jessie, Rhiannon and 
Lane Andrew Livesay of 
Wolf Lake visited Thursday 
with Dolores Reynolds.

Rodney Reynolds of 
Wolf Lake visited with Do-
lores Reynolds on Sunday.

Penny Hill of McClure 
visited Wednesday after-
noon with her mother, Shir-
ley Miller of McClure.

Kevin and Emma Eudy 
of Cape Girardeau visited 
Saturday afternoon with 
Sue and Steve Eudy.

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday evening worship 
service is at 6 p.m. Rev. 
Jamie Bridgeman is the 
pastor. 

Jonesboro
School sets
screening

Jonesboro Elementary 
School has scheduled kin-
dergarten screening for the 
2021-2022 academic year.

Kindergarten screening 
is scheduled from noon to 
6 p.m. on Monday, May 3.   

Children who will be 5 
years old by Sept. 1, 2021, 
are eligible for kindergar-
ten.

To make an appointment, 
parents or guardians can 
call Cathy or Nancy in the 
school’s main office at 618-
833-5148.   

Parking for screening 
will be in the parking lot in 
the back of the school.  Par-
ents/guardians and children 
are advised to use school 
entrance door number 13 
for screening. 

School officials note that 
in addition to their children, 
parents need to bring the 
child’s original birth cer-
tificate to the appointment.  

Each child’s academic 
readiness skills will be 
checked. 
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Lick Creek School
students receive honors
at Beta State Convention

National Beta Club mem-
bers from Lick Creek School 
are celebrating their recent 
participation in the Illinois Ju-
nior Virtual State Convention. 

National Beta Club pro-
motes the ideals of academic 
achievement, character, ser-
vice and leadership among 
elementary and secondary 
students.

Lick Creek School stu-
dents who were announced as 
winners in state competitions 
included:

Audrey Hileman: fiber 
arts, second.

Clayton Smith: color pho-
tography, third.

Kaylina Willey: digital art, 
second.

Lydia Coleson: speech, 
third.

Jackson Carter, 6th grade 
science, second.

Landen Carter: 6th grade 

social studies, third.
Alayna Chapman: hand-

made jewelry, second.
McKenna St. John: 6th 

grade language arts, cham-
pion.

Typically, the Beta State 
Convention brings together 
students in Springfield from 
across the state to compete 
in a variety of competitions, 
ranging from academic and 
STEM-based to visual and 
performing arts. 

Due to COVID-19 and 
health/safety concerns, mem-
bers took online tests and 
prepared submissions for the 
virtual convention. 

Their achievements at the 
state level provide an op-
portunity to advance to the 
national convention, which is 
planned in June at the Swan 
and Dolphin Resort at Walt 
Disney World in Florida.

Legislation would establish
national park status for
Cahokia Mounds historic site

Bipartisan legislation 
that would establish na-
tional park status for the 
Cahokia Mounds State His-
toric Site in Collinsville has 
been introduced by U.S. 
Rep. Mike Bost, R-Ill. 

The Cahokia Mounds 
and Mississippian Cul-
ture National Historic Park 
would include mounds in 
Madison, St. Clair, and 
Monroe counties, as well 
as Sugarloaf Mound in St. 
Louis. 

The park would be jointly 

managed between the park 
service and local stake-
holders.

“Southern Illinois is 
home to one of American 
history’s greatest civiliza-
tions,” Bost said in a news 
release.

“Cahokia was the largest 
city and center of the an-
cient Mississippian people. 
Cahokia and the associated 
mounds sites in the region 
are a critical part of our 
history and incorporating 
them into our national park 
system will help us preserve 
this history for generations 
to come. 

“I appreciate the dedica-
tion of HeartLands Conser-
vancy and all of our state 
and local leaders who have 
been working tirelessly to 
make this effort a reality.”

One thousand years ago, 
Cahokia, “America’s First 
City,” was built by the 
Mississippians in Southern 
Illinois. 

The region was home to 
10,000 to 20,000 people at 
its peak around 1200 A.D. 

Today,  the Cahokia 
Mounds is a 2,200-acre 
state historic site made up 
of more than 70 mounds. 

Cahokia Mounds is a 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, a National Historic 
Landmark and is on the Na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places.

The site is administered 
by the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources. 

In 2018, the department 
announced support for na-
tional park status, and in 
May of 2019, the Illinois 
House of Representatives 
backed a resolution sup-
porting this status as well.

Area sheriff’s office corporal now
certified drug recognition expert

Cpl. Douglas Meadows of 
the Pulaski County Sheriff’s 
Office recently completed 
final evaluations and is now 
a certified drug recognition 
expert.

Meadows completed ex-
tensive drug recognition ex-
pert training under the Illinois 
Drug Evaluation and Classi-
fication, DEC, program. 

The DEC program has 
received national acclaim for 
its success in identifying the 
drug-impaired driver.  

Officers trained as drug 
recognition experts (DREs) 
are frequently called upon to 
differentiate between drug 
influence and medical and/
or mental disorders.

There is only one DRE 
training program each year in 

Illinois that is open to about 
30 officers. 

All officers learn standard-
ized field sobriety testing at 
the police academy, but the 
drug recognition expert train-
ing is much more intense. 

The training requires 72 
hours in the classroom, 12 
supervised evaluations and 
passing a final exam. Officers 
then need to be recertified 
every two years.

The Drug Recognition 
Expert Program began in 
Los Angeles in the early 
1970s and is a current train-
ing and certification program 
administered by the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs 
of Police and the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration.



What Is The Value 
Of A 

Community Newspaper?
 What is the value of a community newspaper? What does it bring 
to that community that no other institution can provide?
 The local newspaper is a basic institution in any community, like 
the post office, the schools and the churches.
 The local community newspaper, whether it be a 2,000 circulation 
weekly or a 50,000 circulation daily, serves to keep people connected 
to their community, by telling them what's happening with their 
neighbors, as well as the institution serving the community.
 The publication of obituaries, birth announcements, weddings 
and other significant events in our lives remind us of poet John 
Donne's words, "no man is an island."
 Community newspapers alert members of the community to 
problems needing attention. 
 The community newspaper facilitates the exchange of ideas and 
opinions through its editorial page and letters to the editor.
 There are so many things of value community newspapers 
provide: the recording of local history and helping to maintain 
a healthy local economy through effective advertising for local 
businesses are just a few areas of value.
 The community newspaper's value to its community is 
unquestioned.

– from Publishers Auxiliary,  
a publication of the  National Newspaper Association

THE GAZETTE-DEMOCRAT
The Talk And Cobden Review

Serving The Union County Area Since 1849

Vienna Head Start Early Learning 
Center closed after COVID-19 confirmed

Southern Seven Head 
Start reports that it has tem-
porarily closed its Vienna 
Head Start Early Learning 
Center following one con-
firmed case of COVID-19 
in the facility.  

The center closed for 
remote learning beginning 
Monday, April 19.  Classes 
are scheduled to resume in 
person on April 26.  Fami-
lies have been notified. 

The decision for tempo-
rary closure of the center 
occurred after consultation 
with Southern Seven Health 
Department during its in-
vestigation of the case.  

Head Start learned of the 
positive test result over the 
weekend and began making 
plans for the closure on 
Monday.   

According to Head Start 
officials, the closure is a 
precautionary measure to 
provide time for cleaning 

and disinfecting of the fa-
cility, and for health de-
partment officials to gain a 
better understanding of the 
impact to the center. 

Southern Seven Health 
Department has already 
begun contact tracing to 
identify those who may 
have been exposed to the 
coronavirus. 

Contact tracing helps 
identify those who may be 
at risk after someone tests 
positive, the health depart-
ment advised. This is done 
to let people know what 
symptoms to watch for, 
reduces their exposures to 
others and slows the spread 
of COVID-19.  

The health department 
asks for cooperation from 
those who might be iden-
tified as a possible contact. 

Anyone with questions 
regarding possible exposure 
can call Southern Seven 

Health Department at 618-
634-2297.  

The health department 
reports that COVID-19 
cases  cont inue  be ing 
spread by community 
transmission at  social 
events and gatherings 
within the Southern Sev-
en region.  

The virus can be spread 
up to 48 hours before a per-
son has symptoms.  Anyone 
who has been at gatherings 
where little to no safety 
measures were in place 
is at risk of contracting 
COVID-19.

Symptoms of COVID-19 
can include fever or chills, 
cough, shortness of breath, 
fatigue, body aches, head-
ache, new loss of taste or 
smell, sore throat, conges-
tion or runny nose, nausea 
or vomiting, and diarrhea.  

Those who begin to 
show symptoms are ad-
vised to isolate imme-
diately and to  contact 
their healthcare provider 
about getting tested for 
COVID-19.  For more 
information, visit www.
southern7.org/coronavirus. 

‘Quite a number’ of edible
mushrooms found in Illinois

URBANA – Rober t 
McCloskey wrote of the 
“edible fungus” in the wil-
derness that kept the early 
settlers from starvation in 
the fictional Homer Price.

While this song is part 
of a fictional story, it does 
underscore the popularity 
of wild mushrooms. 

Commercially available, 
buttons, portobellos, shiita-
kes and other varieties just 
aren’t enough for those who 
prefer foraging for wild 
mushrooms throughout 
Illinois. 

“More l  mushrooms 
definitely rule the spring, 
but there are quite a num-
ber of other edible mush-
rooms that can be found 
growing in Illinois, in-
cluding pheasant backs, 
oysters, chicken-of-the 
woods, chanterelles, lion’s 
mane, black trumpets and 
my personal favorite,  the 
hen-of-the-woods,” says 
Chris Evans, a University 
of Illinois Extension for-
estry specialist.

Facts about Fungi
While many people are 

avid foragers, some may 
not know what mushrooms 
are.  

Mushrooms are the fruit-
ing bodies of larger organ-
isms called fungi. 

Fungi typically grow as 
a dense mass of thread-like 
cells called mycelium. 

“Think of a mushroom as 
the apple and the fungus as 
the tree,” Evans says. 

“If you ever pulled loose 
bark off of a rotting log, 
the white or light brown 
threads that fan out across 
the surface of the rotting 
wood is part of the myceli-
um and is the main body of 
the fungus.”

As mycelium collects 
energy and grows, it can 
produce mushrooms for 
reproduction, to form and 
release spores.  

Types of Fungi
There are many different 

types of fungi and not all of 
them produce mushrooms. 

Even the mushroom-pro-
ducing types of fungi vary 
greatly in their life histo-
ries.

“Some grow on living 
trees, others only on dead 
wood, still others are only 
found growing out of the 
soil,” says Evans. 

“One strange fungi, the 
lobster mushroom, actually 
is a parasitic fungus that 
attacks other fungi.”

Fungi are not like plants; 
they do not produce their 
own food through photo-
synthesis. 

Instead, fungi captures 
their energy from other 
sources. Many species are 
pathogenic, meaning they 
attack and feed off other 
organisms. 

“The honey mushroom 
fruiting bodies are a select, 
edible mushroom,” Evans 
says. 

“But the fungus itself, 
Armillaria ostoyae, is actu-
ally a serious forest disease 
that infects trees, causing 
the roots and lower trunk 
to decay, potentially killing 
the tree.”

Saprophytic: Other fun-
gal species are saprophytic, 
feeding on dead organic 

matter. Morels fall into this 
category. 

Some saprophytic mush-
rooms, such as chicken-
of-the-woods and oyster 
mushrooms, grow on dead 
wood. Others grow on or-
ganic material in the soil.

Mutualists: A third group 
of mushrooms are mutu-
alists. These species work 
with their host organism to 
the mutual benefit of both 
species. 

“Many of our native 
plant species actually need 
the help of a fungus to 
grow,” Evans says. 

“These fungi will associ-
ate with the roots of plants 
to form structures called 
mycorrhizae that help up-
take nutrients and transport 
water to the plant roots.”

Edib le  mycor rh iza l 
mushrooms include chan-
terelles, which are some of 
the most common edible 
mushrooms growing in 
Illinois during the summer, 
and truffles which compete 
with morels as being the 
most famous wild mush-
rooms worldwide.

Mushrooms in the Eco-
system

All of these wild edible 
mushrooms, along with 
the thousands of non-edi-
ble species, are incredibly 
important to the ecology 
native ecosystems. 

Wood-rotting fungi help 
create dead snags and tree 
cavities that are critical 
habitat for many wildlife 
species. 

Saprophytic fungi help 
create rotting logs, which 
are home to many insects, 
salamanders, and even frog 
species.

These fungi also enrich 
the soil through the release 
of nutrients by decompos-
ing organic matter. 

Mycorrhizal fungal in the 
soil are a vital link to the 
diversity of plant species in 
native forests. 

“The next time you are 
out foraging for wild ed-
ible mushrooms, you can 
appreciate these wonderful 
organisms for more than 
just their taste,” Evans says.

Follow us on Instagram @
gazettedemocrat
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Lick 
Creek School is currently 
seeking a bus driver. The rate 
of pay is $60 a day for driv-
ing the route and additional 
driving is paid on an hourly 
basis.  Lick Creek is also 
seeking an individual to teach 
music part time. Anyone 
interested needs to contact 
Superintendent  Brent Boren  
at (618)-833-2545.

17p-20g

VACANCY NOTICE
Dongola Unit #66 is seek-

ing applicants to fill the 
following position.

• K-12 Music and Band 
Teacher 

Specifics of the position 
are: 
-To provide music and band 
instruction in a k-12 setting. 

- IL PEL required 
- Please send resume, 

letter of interest, transcripts 
and three letters of 

recommendation to: 
Dr. Paige Helm Maginel 

1000 High Street
Dongola, Illinois 62926

18-19gp

VACANCY NOTICE
 Dongola Unit #66 is 

seeking applicants for the 
following position. 
• School Nurse – L.P.N or 

R.N 
Specifics of the position 

are: 
 - 10 month position nor-

mally during the months of 
August through June includ-
ing two weeks before school 
starts and two weeks after 
school ends. 

- Intended school day shall 
be from 7:30 a.m to 3:30 
p.m Monday through Friday 
during the school term. 

- Rate of pay is determined 
by years of experience.

- Benefits include paid 
sick, personal and bereave-
ment days. 

- Entitled to the same 
insurance benefits offered 
to other certified employees.

- Must possess a valid Illi-
nois Nursing License  (school 
nurse license is preferred)

- Must be able to success-
fully complete a Criminal 
Background Check. 

- Applicant will be respon-
sible for managing the health 
and wellness of students and 
employees. This includes 
performing first aid, medi-
cation management, record 
management, completing 
associated state reports and 
other duties as assigned by 
the administration. 

Applicants must submit a 
resume and current creden-
tials to: 

Dr. Paige Helm Maginel 
1000 High Street

Dongola, Illinois 62926
18-19gp

HELP WANTED: 
Anna CCSD #37 has the 

following position openings 
for the 2021-2022 school 
year:

• Technology 
Administrator

Successful candidates 
should: (1)have a strong 
knowledge of curriculum and 
state standards (2)demon-
strate communication and 

leadership skills (3)be an en-
thusiastic team player. Must 
have a Bachelor Degree in a 
technology or related field. 
The appropriate application 
packet, which can be picked 
up at the Davie/Jr. High 
building or found online at 
www.anna37.com, should be 
completed and returned to:  
Julie Bullard at 301 South 
Green Street, Anna, IL 62906 
no later than April 27, 2021. 
Phone: (618)-833-6812.

18p-20g

HELP WANTED: Anna 
Jonesboro Water Commis-
sion is hiring for a Main-
tenance/Groundskeeping 
position. This position is a 
seasonal, part-time position. 
Applications may be picked 
up at the Anna Jonesboro Wa-
ter Commission plant, located 
at 495 Water Plant Road, 
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952. 
Applications will be accepted 
until 4 p.m., on Monday, May 
3. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call Casey 
Johnson or Jamie Bauer at 
(618)-833-5313.

19gp-20g 

Yard    
Sale

*CLEARANCE SALE:*
REPPERT'S OFFICE 

SUPPLY, 
112 LAFAYETTE 
STREET, ANNA.

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 

File Folders, Cards, 
Stamps, 

Lots of Misc. Supplies. 
All Sales Final.

tfn

ATTENTION HUNTERS 
& OUTDOORSMEN:
Assorted military surplus. 

Miles Flea Market, Rt. 146 & 
Rt. 3 Intersection, East Cape 
Girardeau, IL. Saturday, & 
Sunday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

13g-20p

2 FAMILY HUGE YARD 
SALE: Riding lawn mower 
(205 hours), antique dolls, 
salt & pepper sets, toothpick 
holder, oil lamps, pictures, 
area rugs, Invacare handi-
capped scooter, end tables, 
pots & pans, Atari game, other 
misc. items too numerous to 
mention. Friday & Saturday, 
April 23 & 24, 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Rain date, following 
weekend (April 30 & May 
1, same time). 125 Howell 
Lane, Dongola (near Dongola 
Lake). Signs will be posted.

18p-19gc

BACK PORCH SALE & 
YARD SALE:1525 Old 
Hwy. 51 North, Anna. Sat-
urday, April 24, starting at 8 
a.m. Rain or shine.

19g n/c

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p-47gpc

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Gravel & Sand

(618)-833-6197 or
(618)-697-0453

gptfn

TINY MIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION:

Matthew Pearson, Owner
(618)-201-5323

Licensed • Insured
• NO Job TOO BIG 
or TOO SMALL •

We Make Your Tiny 
Dreams Mighty!

tfn

GROSS BUSTERS 
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

• House Washing
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning
• Deck Staining
CALL TODAY!
(618)-697-5968

Grossbustersil.com
11-22gpc

puBlic 
notice

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Union County. 
Filed this 31st day of March, 
2021, under the Assumed 
Name of Heartland Property 
Management with the place 
of business located at 675 
Wrights Crossing Road, 
Cobden, Illinois 62920, and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Christopher Stadelbacher
675 Wrights Crossing Road

Cobden, IL 62920

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

17-19gc

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Proposed Tariff 
Changes

Electric Service Schedule 
Ill. C. C. No. 1 

To the Electric Patrons of 
Ameren Illinois Company 

d/b/a Ameren Illinois:

Ameren Illinois (or Com-
pany) hereby gives notice to 
the public that on March 30, 
2021, it filed with the Illinois 
Commerce Commission 
evidence (direct testimony) 
regarding the reconciliation 
of revenues collected from 
its electric customers under 
the Company's Electric Envi-
ronmental Adjustment (Rider 
EEA), with costs incurred 
in connection with certain 
environmental remediation 
activities associated with its 
manufactured gas plant sites 
in Illinois from January 1, 
2020 through December 31, 
2020.  Rider EEA is applica-
ble to Rate Zones I and III 
only (formerly the Ameren-
CIPS and AmerenIP services 
territories, respectively).  
This reconciliation may result 
in changes to the Company's 
rates and charges with respect 
to electric delivery services 
throughout the Company's 
territories in Illinois.  The 
changes in rates and charges 
will take effect after hearings 
and after the Commission 
issues its final Order.

The Commission dock-
eted these filings as Docket 
Nos. 21-0048 (RZ I) and 21-
0050 (RZ III). A copy of the 
evidence may be inspected 
at the Ameren Illinois of-
fices located at 300 Liberty 
Street, Peoria, Illinois or 
online at www.icc.illinois.

gov/e-docket/.
All parties interested in 

this matter may obtain infor-
mation with respect thereto 
either directly from Ameren 
Illinois or by addressing the 
Chief Clerk of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 
East Capitol Avenue, Spring-
field, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS 
COMPANY

d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Richard J. Mark, 

President 
17p-19g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 6th day of April, 2021, 
under the Assumed Name of 
West Front Creations with the 
place of business located at 
200 W. Front Street, Dongola, 
Illinois 62926, and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Deborah Rose Durham
P.O. Box 151

Dongola, IL 62926

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

18-20gc

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY - 

JONESBORO, ILLINOIS

American Advisors Group
PLAINTIFF

Vs.
Nancy Jayne 

Partridge-Mull; 
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Allibeth 

Partridge; 
United States of Ameri-

ca - Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development; 

Timothy J. Partridge 
a/k/a Jason Partridge; 

Mary E. Treece; 
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants; 

Diana K. Douglas, 
as Special 

Representative for 
Allibeth Partridge 

(Deceased)
DEFENDANTS

No. 2021CH3

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:

Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of 

Allibeth Partridge
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain Mort-
gage conveying the premises 
described as follows, to-wit:

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:  207 Church Street Jones-
boro, IL 62952

and which said Mortgage 
was made by:

Allibeth Partridge
the Mortgagor(s), to Mort-

gage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, 
as nominee for American Ad-
visors Group, as Mortgagee, 
and recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds of 
Union County, Illinois, as 
Document No. 2014R0705; 
and for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued 
out of said Court against you 
as provided by law and that 
the said suit is now pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this case 

in the Office of the Clerk of 
this Court,

Keri Clark, Circuit Clerk
P.O. Box 450

Jonesboro, IL 62952
on or before May 24, 

2021, A DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AFTER 
THAT DAY AND A JUDG-
MENT MAY BE ENTERED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PRAYER OF SAID 
COMPLAINT.

CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 

Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527

(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170

Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-21-00407

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.

I316711
19-21g

NOTICE OF THE 
PUBLIC HEARING ON 

THE TENTATIVE 
ANNUAL BUDGET FOR 

THE CITY OF 
JONESBORO, ILLINOIS 

FOR 2021-2022

A Public Hearing on the 
Tentative Annual Budget for 
the City of Jonesboro, Illinois, 
for 2021-2022, will be held on 
Monday, May 3, 2021, at 7 
a.m., in the in the chambers of 
the Jonesboro City Hall, 1101 
Public Square, Jonesboro, 
Illinois 62952.

After such hearing and 
the adjournment thereof, the 
Tentative Annual Budget, as 
presented and/or as revised, 
shall be passed and adopted 
without any further notice, 
hearing, or opportunity for 
inspection or change. 

The Tentative Annual 
Budget will be posted on the 
bulletin board in the lobby 
area of the Jonesboro City 
Hall, 1101 Public Square, 
Jonesboro, Illinois, and upon 

posting, will be available 
for public inspection during 
normal business hours, 7:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

Dated: April 19, 2021

Barbara Casper
Jonesboro City Clerk

19gp

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Union County. 
Filed this 19th day of April, 
2021, under the Assumed 
Name of Tee Tanks with the 
place of business located at 
128 W. Davie Street, Anna, 
Illinois 62906, and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Alyssa McGrath
95 Maid Marian Lane

Anna, IL 62906

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

19-21gc 

illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Profes-
sionals. Call 312-291-9169 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

Looking for CDL Drivers for spring 
season to work in Union CoUnty

Typically March into August.
Chance to get several hours with Overtime.

Home every night.

PerfecT fiT for:
•Retired Class A or B CDL drivers looking for extra 

income.
• CDL Drivers in between full time jobs.
• Persons 21 or over willing to get a CDL and en-

dorsements with help.

For more information, give us a call at
618-998-8200.CD 15-20G

"The Preaching Pen"
The Obedient Rechabites

Jeremiah was sent to warn rebellious Judah of the 
need to repent and obey. The weeping prophet is told 

to: “Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto 
them, and bring them into the house of the Lord, into one of 
the chambers, and give them wine to drink” (Jer. 35:1-2).  

The Rechabites were the decedents of Rechab, the father 
of Jonadab. Evidently, before Jonadab died, he taught his 
children about morality. “Jonadab, the son of Rechab our 
father, commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither 
ye, nor your sons for ever” (Jer. 35:6-7) – and they obeyed 
(v. 8). 

Through Jeremiah, God holds the Rechabites up as an 
example of obedience before Judah. 

First, the Rechabites were obedient in spite of the 
circumstances. Surrounded by worldly Judah, these 
Rechabites could easily have given in to the temptation 
around them. After all, if “God’s people” could drink wine, 
commit adultery, worship false god’s, etc., then why shouldn’t 
the Rechabites? The Rechabites were an example of faithful 
obedience in the midst of sin. 

Second, the Rechabites were obedient because they 
respected the command of their fathers. The command was 
plain. One of the reasons why men fail to obey the Lord 
today is because they take a command of God and treat it as 
a suggestion. “Repent and be baptized…in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38) is a command. 
The Bible makes it plain that immersion (baptism) is “for” 
(unto) the remission of sins. Those who believe baptism is 
nonessential to salvation have made a command of God a 
matter of choice. 

Third, the Rechabites were obedient because they were 
committed. They were united in their devotion to God and 
realized the importance of teaching their families the same 
kind of commitment and dedication (v.8).  1) They obeyed 
all that their father commanded; 2) they obeyed the command 
their whole life; 3) they taught it to all their descendants. 

Fourth, the Rechabites were obedient because they knew 
there were consequences to their actions. In her disobedience, 
Judah would face punishment; but the obedient Rechabites 
would live (Jer. 35:19). “…whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7-8). Therein lies the difference. 

Dear Soul, why not obey your Lord today? Cultivate 
within yourself the heart of these Rechabites.

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 19G
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Obituaries

In Loving Memory
James A. Tellor

Dec. 17, 1926 - Feb. 27, 2007

Edna E. Tellor
 Mar. 12, 1926 - April 11, 2014

19G

Glenda L. Smith
Glenda L. Smith, 87, of 

Jonesboro, died Wednesday, 
April 14, 2021.

She was born on June 17, 
1933, in Anna, a daughter of 
Howard and Florence Kar-
raker Henderson.  

She married Kenneth A. 
Smith on March 23, 1973. 
He preceded her in death on 
Oct. 14, 2019, after nearly 47 
years of marriage.

In her early years, she 
worked in the fitting room at 
Florsheim Shoes in Anna, but 
for nearly the last 50 years 
of her life, she was a proud 
homemaker.  

Mrs. Smith was a member of Union Hill Christian 
Church. She was a lifetime member of the VFW’s Carroll 
P. Foster Post No. 3455 Auxiliary in Anna. She loved to 
cook and keep her home, but mostly she loved spending 
time with her beloved husband.

She is survived by her children, Terry (Jay) Manus of 
Anna, Kenny Smith of Pomona and JoElla (John) Basler of 
Anna; three grandchildren, Mike Manus, Emma (Mikey) 
Kelley and Elle Basler; and numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins, other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her beloved 
husband, Kenneth; a son, Dan Corzine; three brothers, 
Homer Henderson, Harold Henderson and Jewel Hen-
derson; and three sisters, Betty Wright, June Stokes and 
Juanita Rendleman.

Graveside funeral services were held at Murdale Gar-
dens of Memory in Murphysboro at noon on Monday, 
April 19.

The family asks that memorials be made to the VFW’s 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 Auxiliary.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge 
of arrangements.  

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Hollis Young
Hollis Young, 78, of Cobden, died Sunday, April 18, 

2021, at Union County Hospital in Anna.
He was born on May 31, 1942, in Rosiclare, the son of 

William and Opal Dalton Young. 
Hollis is survived by his friends, Julie and Steve Draper, 

Butch and Shirly Beltz, Traci and Matt Chamness, and 
many other friends from Village Inn and the J.R. Center. 
He was preceded in death by his parents.

Hollis worked many years at Draper Produce in Cobden. 
Hollis enjoyed working at carnivals and he cherished a 
picture of him standing by a tilt-a-whirl. He always looked 
forward to the annual Peach Festival in Cobden and helped 
set up the rides. Hollis lived in Cobden for 40-plus years. 
He was a Chicago Cubs fan. 

Graveside services will be held at 2 p.m. Friday, April 
23, at the Cobden Cemetery. Interment will immediately 
follow. 

Friends can call from 1:30 p.m. until the service time 
at 2 p.m. Friday at the Cobden Cemetery. 

All those attending will be required to wear a face cov-
ering and to observe social distancing guidelines.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

James William ‘Bill’ Brown
James William “Bill” 

Brown, 91 of Cobden, died 
Thursday, April 15, 2021, at 
St. Joseph Memorial Hospi-
tal in Murphysboro. 

He was born on April 21, 
1929, in Decatur, the son of 
Charles and Alice Jenkins 
Brown. He married Nina 
Coleman.

He is survived by his 
wife, Nina Brown; two sons, 
Charley (Beverly) Brown 
and Robert (Lisa) Brown; 
a daughter-in-law, Linda 
Brown; six grandchildren 
and 13 great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and by a son, 
Michael James Brown.

Mr. Brown was a professional tinkerer. He loved gar-
dening and living in the country.

Funeral services for Bill Brown will be held at 11 a.m. 
Monday, April 26, at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Car-
bondale, with Pastor Robert Gray officiating. Interment 
will follow in the Alto Pass Cemetery. 

Friends may call after 10:30 a.m. until the time of ser-
vice Monday, April 26, at the church. 

Everyone attending will be required to wear face cov-
erings and to observe social distancing guidelines.

Memorials can be made to Our Savior Lutheran Church. 
Envelopes will be available at the church and funeral 
home. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Cobden is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Janis Shannon
Janis Shannon, 75, of 

Jonesboro, died Monday, 
April 12, 2021, at Southeast 
Health in Cape Girardeau.

She was born on Feb. 18, 
1946, in Anna, the daughter 
of George Franklin and Mag-
dalene Elizabeth Holshouser 
Whiteside. 

She married Curtis Shan-
non on Oct. 26, 1979, in 
Anna. 

She is survived by her hus-
band of 41 years, Curt Shan-
non of Jonesboro; sister Janet 
(Wayne) Mears and brother Wayne (Doris) Whiteside, all 
of Anna; nieces and nephews; other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; and by a 
sister Kay McRaven. 

Mrs. Shannon was a member of the Walnut Grove 
United Methodist Church near Cobden. She retired from 
the First National Bank in Jonesboro. 

For the last 21 years Janis had lived with Parkinson’s 
Disease. She had been a patient and participated in re-
search with Dr. Racette at Washington University School 
of Medicine in St. Louis. It is the hope that others will 
benefit through his many years of research. 

Graveside services were at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
15, at the Alto Pass Cemetery, with Doug Bicket officiat-
ing. Interment immediately followed.

Memorials can be made to the Washington University 
School of Medicine, Racette Research. 

Memorials can be dropped off at the funeral home or 
mailed to Washington University Office of Medical Re-
search, c/o Emily Williams, 7425 Forsythe Rd., Campus 
Box 1247, St. Louis, Mo. 63105. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Randall Wayne Mohr
Randall Wayne Mohr, 64, 

of West City, died at 6:55 
a.m. Saturday, April 3, 2021, 
at his home.

Celebration of Life Ser-
vices were held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, April 17, at Leffler 
Funeral Home in  Benton, 
with the Rev. Gary West 
officiating. Burial was in the 
Mulkeytown Cemetery.  

Mr. Mohr was born on 
Nov. 1, 1956, in Du Quoin, 
the son of Elmer Theodore 
Mohr and Joann Ruth Schafer Mohr.  

He married the former Karla Jane Grizzell on Oct. 21, 
2001, and she survives.

Mr. Mohr worked as a service technician with Terminix 
for the past 36 years.

He enjoyed the outdoors, yard work, fishing, John 
Wayne Westerns and he loved watching NASCAR. His 
favorite NASCAR drivers were the late Dale Earnhardt 
and Dale Earnhardt Jr.

Mr. Mohr was of the Catholic faith.
Surviving are his wife, Karla Mohr of West City; 

children Caron Sullens and husband Andy of Anna, Mi-
chael Wilkerson of Benton, Lori Gulley of Benton and 
Tyler Knowles and Morgan Knowles, both of West City; 
grandchildren Drake Lebrun of Benton, Aries and Zander 
Sullens of Anna, Jacob Wilkerson of Benton and Corey 
Wilkerson of Florida; a brother, Karl Mohr of Energy; a 
sister, Lisa Mohr of Du Quoin; and a niece, Shelly Tullis 
and husband Patrick of Lexington, Ky.

He is also survived by his three, four-legged family 
members, Lucky, Bella and Sophia.

He was preceded in death by his parents; and by a 
great-nephew, Elliot Tullis.

Memorials can be made to the American Heart Associ-
ation and will be accepted at Leffler Funeral Home.

To leave online condolences for the family, or to share 
memories, visit www.lpfuneralhome.com.Solange Evans

Solange Evans, 92, of 
Murphysboro, died Monday, 
April 12, 2021, at her home. 

She was born on Jan. 23, 
1929, in Saint Laurent du 
Var, France, the daughter of 
Rene and Irene Colas. She 
traveled to the United States 
to marry E. Fred Evans. They 
met just after World War II.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Irene Maurice and 
family and Charlene DeHoet 
and family; and a brother, Guy Colas and family. She was 
preceded in death by her husband and parents.

She worked as a legal secretary in France before coming 
to the United States. She served as downstate treasurer of 
the American Association of Teachers of French and was 
a member of the American Association of University Pro-
fessors. She also held memberships in Phi Delta Kappa, as 
well as Pi Delta Phi, the French National Honor Society.

Graveside services for Solange Evans will be held at 
a later date. 

Memorials can be made to the John A. Logan Founda-
tion, Fred and Solange Evans Scholarship Fund, benefiting 
students studying psychology or French. Envelopes are 
available at the funeral home.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Zachary Cole Poole
Zachary Cole Poole, 23, 

of Jonesboro, died Saturday, 
April 17, 2021. 

He was born on March 
2, 1998, in Cape Girardeau, 
the son of Michael and Mary 
Robinson Poole. 

He is survived by his 
mother and stepfather, Mary 
Poole and Kenneth Laster 
of Jonesboro; his father and 
stepmother, Michael and 
Julie Poole of Elco; maternal 
grandmother Kathryn Rob-
inson of Jonesboro; paternal 
grandparents Steve and Glenda Burgess of Olive Branch; 
a brother, Joshua Poole, and a sister, Mya Laster, both of 
Jonesboro; a stepbrother, Joshua Dailey, and a stepsister, 
Brittany Dailey, both of Elco; aunts and uncles, Michael, 
Tim, Beth, Lora Robinson, Ann Coleman, Jamie (Dawn) 
Poole, Billy (Debbie) Poole, Becky (Billy) Nale, Monica 
(Michael) Honey and Joel (Rena) McHarry; great-grand-
mother Evelyn Fore; and many other relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, William 
T. “Tom” Robinson III and Jimmy L. and Josephine Poole. 

He attended the Elco Baptist Church. He loved people 
and never knew a stranger. He was an avid outdoorsman, 
he loved hunting, fishing and riding the four-wheeler. 

Memorial services will be at 7 p.m. Friday, April 23, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro, with 
Lacy Betts officiating. 

Friends can call after 5 p.m. and until the service hour at 
7 p.m. Friday, April 23, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro. 

Memorials can be made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. Envelopes will be available at the funeral home. 

Everyone attending will be required to wear face cov-
erings and to observe social distancing guidelines. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Bobbie Thompson
Bobbie Thompson, 93, of 

Dongola, died on Thursday, 
April 15, 2021, at his home. 

He was born on May 5, 
1927, in Elco, the son of 
John and Eliza Ann Lew-
is Thompson. He married 
Grace Powles on May 21, 
1948, in Mill Creek.

Mr. Thompson was a man-
ager at the Tamms Lum-
beryard for many years. He 
then ran his own business 
as a contractor through Alu-
ma-Kraft until he retired.  

He was an avid outdoors-
man, who enjoyed fishing and hunting. 
He raised everything from milk goats and 
chickens to vegetables in his garden. He 
also had a pet turkey. Bobbie was a member 
of the United Church of God in Cape Girardeau.

Mr. Thompson is survived by his wife, Grace Thompson 
of Dongola; children Robert Thompson of Dongola, Gary 
(Sandy) Thompson of Columbia and Janice Adanick of 
Ashley; six grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-grandchild; other relatives and many friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a grandchild, 
Jeremy Thompson;  a son-in-law, James Adanick; and 
eight siblings. 

Funeral services will be at 2 p.m. Thursday, today, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro, with 
Doug Collison officiating. 

Interment will be in the St. John’s Cemetery near Don-
gola, with military rites conducted by Carroll P. Foster 
Post No. 3455 of the VFW in Anna and the Navy funeral 
honor team. 

Visitation will be from noon until the time of the ser-
vice at 2 p.m. Thursday, today at Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro.    

Memorials can be made to PAWS. Envelopes will be 
available at the funeral home.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Obituaries Online at
annanews.com
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Volunteers at the 
heart of Illinois 4-H

Volunteers play a vital role in supporting 4-H youth 
clubs and programming. University of Illinois Exten-
sion’s 4-H youth development program honors its 6,000 
volunteers during National Volunteer Week, April 18-24.

“Our volunteers guide our 4-H members in every way,” 
says Patricia McGlaughlin, University of Illinois Exten-
sion 4-H volunteer youth development specialist. 

“Youth are making a difference in local, state, national 
and global issues and none of that would be possible 
without our volunteers,” McGlaughlin says in an article 
posted on the Extension website.

National Volunteer Week is an opportunity to recognize 
the continued impact that volunteers have. “Volunteers 
are the lifeblood of our clubs,” says McGlaughlin. “On 
average, 4-H volunteers give more than eight hours per 
month to their program. Annually, that time is worth al-
most $3,000 per volunteer. But to the youth they support, 
their gift of time, skills, and passion is really invaluable.”

4-H clubs and programs benefit from volunteers, but 
volunteers also benefit from the volunteering experience; 
gaining skills in teaching, leadership and communication 
that are useful in their work and lives. 

“Most of our volunteers report that they gained useful 
skills, increased their confidence and made connections 
in the community,” says McGlaughlin. “Volunteering is 
a two-way street in 4-H. Volunteers give to the clubs, but 
the clubs really give right back.”

There’s no one path to volunteering with 4-H. Ways to 
volunteer could include leading or beginning a local or 
special interest club, teaching a skill through workshops, 
judging projects at fairs and competitions, planning or 
helping at events, or serving on club advisory boards.

“There is no one size fits all for our volunteers. There 
are so many ways that they can make a difference in the 
lives of young people through 4-H, “ says McGlaughlin. 
“We try to match a volunteer’s unique interests, avail-
ability, and schedule with a role that will be the most 
rewarding to them.”

4-H clubs are always looking for new volunteers to 
share a passion, skill, talent or time to help impact today’s 
youth. For more information on 4-H and becoming a 4-H 
volunteer, contact your local Illinois Extension office.

The Gazette-Democrat joins in saluting 4-H volunteers. 
We especially say thank you – and job well done – to the 
volunteers who contribute to the success of 4-H clubs 
here in Union County.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, April 22, 1971

The last of the elections held this spring were held Tues-
day, April 20, as voters in Anna, Cobden, Dongola, Alto 
Pass and Jonesboro went to the polls to elect city officials.

The week of April 17 through April 23 has been set 
aside as Environmental Concern Week. Various projects 
and activities were planned by Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School students to generate awareness of 
the environmental crisis.

An important reminder: Don’t forget that Daylight 
Saving time begins Sunday, April 25.

Rev. L.H. Moore, who served as pastor of the First Bap-
tist Church, Anna, from 1944 to 1953, will be the speaker 
at the rededication services at the church Sunday, April 25.

The “Right to Read” is the theme of National Library 
Week, which is being observed April 18-24 by Stinson 
Memorial Library.

The April meeting of Davie PTA was held at the school 
Tuesday afternoon at two o’clock.

The Anna-Jonesboro Wildcats have played winning 
baseball this year with a 6-5 record so far.

Five hundred permits were issued – 20 turkeys were 
bagged. The second wild turkey hunting season since 1903 
was held in Union County last week end.

Four hundred young men need help. They need as-
sistance of every kind in order that Khoury League can 
operate again this season.

The Union County Beagle Club will hold a field trial 
Saturday, July 1. All entries must be in and numbered by 
8 a.m. at the club house, which is located at the south end 
of East High Street in Anna.

From the Shiloh news: I wonder if everyone is as tired 
from planting garden as we are? There are lots of people 
planting now. A nice rain would be very beneficial now, 
not only for gardeners but for tomatoes and squash, etc. 
the farmers are putting out.

Yes...another photograph of turtles. Looks like there were eight of the shelled reptiles. The Other Half counted 
21 turtles during a visit to the pond at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro last Sunday afternoon.

A walk in the woods on a Sunday afternoon...
Twenty-one turtles. (Yup. Turtles. Again.) Four Canada 

geese. One happy young angler. Red bud trees. Dogwood 
trees. A birthday party in the woods. And postcards being 
handed out near a creek bed.

All of that happened during the course of our latest 
pandemic date. Our adventures took place last Sunday 
afternoon.

The idea was that The Other Half and yours truly would 
wander around in Union County to look for dogwood and 
red bud trees which are in bloom. Not quite sure why, but 
the dogwoods seem to be particularly “showy” this spring.

The first stop on our date took us to the Lincoln Me-
morial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro. That was where we 
saw the 21 turtles. And the four Canada geese. And the 
happy young angler, who had just landed a nice looking 
catfish in the pond at the picnic grounds. We also saw a 
dogwood tree. Red buds, too.

After a stroll around the pond at the picnic grounds, we 
headed in the direction of the Trail of Tears State Forest, 
by way of the State Pond Road. Saw more dogwoods 
and red buds.

On our way into the state forest, The Other Half made 
note of the subtle, but spectacular, display of various 
shades of early spring greens in the landscape. We kept 
our eyes open, hoping to see a wild turkey or two or three. 
Not on this trip.

We made a stop at the state forest and wandered through 
a fairly dry, rocky creek bed. Call it a walk in the woods, 
which brings to mind a really good book about a walk in 
the woods by author Bill Bryson. 

During our Sunday afternoon walk in the woods, we 
saw water striders striding on the water, several kinds 
of spring flowers, dogwood blossoms on a tree along 

the creek bed and even one tiny frog that stopped long 
enough for a photo. 

At one point during our visit, while we were still stroll-
ing through the creek bed, a fellow traveler on the Jour-
ney Through Life stopped to say hello. He had been at a 
birthday party at the state forest. Sunday was certainly a 
nice day to have a birthday party in the woods. 

He was followed by two other travelers, who even gave 
us an unexpected souvenir or two, including a postcard 
featuring an aerial view of the Mississippi River near 
Grand Tower. 

Upon closer inspection, I could see that the image on 
the postcard included the famed pipeline over the Missis-
sippi River at Grand Tower, and Tower Rock, which you 
can see from Grand Tower. Seeing Tower Rock brought 
to mind a cold...very cold..and windy...February day way 
back in 2003. 

At the time, the water level on the Mississippi River 
was so low that folks could walk out to Tower Rock. We 
did. I still have a rock from the dry bottom of the Missis-
sippi River which I picked up during our visit.  We picked 
up a few rocks while we out wandering around on our 
pandemic date last Sunday afternoon, too. 

Our latest pandemic date turned out to be a nice way 
to spend a Sunday afternoon. We accomplished our goal 
of seeing lots of dogwood and red bud trees. Yours truly 
tried to get “the photo” of a dogwood tree in bloom. No 
luck there, folks. A photo just could not do justice to the 
beauty of the trees we saw. 

We got back home just after rain started to fall...and the 
temperature started to fall...just in time to get in a nap...
before Sunday dinner...which was followed by attempt-
ing to watch a movie...while taking a pre-bed time nap...

Don’t know if froggy was goin’ a-courtin’, but the 
critter was kind enough to pause for a photograph. 
The frog made a stop in a nearly dry creek bed at the 
Trail of Tears State Forest.

Dogwood blossoms in the woods...over a rocky creek 
bed at the Trail of Tears State Forest.

Forest supervisor announced
U.S. Forest Service Eastern Regional Forester Gina 

Owens recently announced the selection of Mike Chaveas 
as the new supervisor of the Shawnee National Forest in 
Southern Illinois. Chaveas has served with the USDA 
Forest Service since 2004.

He previously worked as a district ranger on the Mount 
Hood National Forest in Oregon, as a deputy district 
ranger on the Coconino National Forest in Arizona and for 
the USDA Forest Service’s International Programs Office, 
coordinating technical assistance in countries throughout 
Africa.  He also served as a Peace Corps volunteer, work-
ing as a wildlife biologist in Morocco.

Chaveas holds master’s degrees in public affairs and 
environmental science from Indiana University and a 
bachelor of science  degree in wildlife science from 
Virginia Tech. 

Under a combined management model, Chaveas will 
also continue to serve as the Hoosier National Forest 
supervisor in south central Indiana.

Illinois Press Foundation’s mini-grants program
for high schools sponsored by Farm Bureau

The Illinois Farm Bureau will be the financial sponsor of 
this year’s Illinois Press Foundation mini-grants program 
that assists existing media programs at public and private 
high schools throughout the state.

Selected schools receive grants of up to $1,500 from the 
Illinois Press Foundation to pay for a computer, software 
or other equipment needed for a high school’s student 
media program to produce print or online newspapers. 

School media programs will be receiving application 
information Monday, with requests due on or before May 
14. Funds or equipment will be received in September.

“We’re excited to have Illinois Farm Bureau as a part-
ner in this effort,” Illinois Press Foundation director Jeff 
Rogers said. 

“Both of our organizations feel passionate about the 
opportunity to help young journalist and student news 
organizations.”

The mini-grants program will provide funding or equip-
ment to as many as 15 high school media programs.

“Illinois Farm Bureau is really excited to be a part of 
a program that will assist Illinois high school students in 
developing their writing and reporting skills while also 
sharing the news of their school,” said Chris Magnuson, 
executive director of Illinois Farm Bureau’s news and 
communication division. 

“These types of hands-on opportunities typically create 
future career goals, and it’s exciting to think that some 
of these students could one day help tell agriculture and 
rural America’s story.” 

Jerry Reppert, president of the Illinois Press Founda-
tion Board, called Illinois Farm Bureau’s sponsorship 
“great news,” and added the mini-grants program has 
always been special to him. Reppert is the publisher of 
The Gazette-Democrat.

For more information about the Illinois Press Founda-
tion’s mini-grants program, email Rogers at jrogers@
illinoispress.org.

The Illinois Farm Bureau is a member of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, a national organization of farm-
ers and ranchers. 

Founded in 1916, IFB is a non-profit, membership 
organization directed by farmers who join through their 
county Farm Bureau. 

IFB has a total membership of more than 378,237 and 
a voting membership of 77,909. IFB represents three out 
of four Illinois farmers.

The Illinois Press Foundation is dedicated to promoting 
and protecting free expression through educational activi-
ties that foster the practice and respect of First Amendment 
principles and values, to enhance the quality of services 
provided by newspapers to their communities, and to 
support reading and literacy efforts.

The IPF was established in 1982 as the charitable arm 
of the Illinois Press Association.

Its news service, Capitol News Illinois, has provided 
daily coverage of state government for Illinois’ newspa-
pers since it was formed in 2019.
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