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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Tuesday, April 6, was 
Election Day in Union County. 

Voters again cast ballots 
during a pandemic as they 
voted in municipal, board of 
education, library board and 
community college board 
elections. A tax issue “public 
question” also was on the 
ballot in Dongola. 

Here’s a look at unofficial 
results from the various 
elections as tallied at the 
Union County clerk’s office 
in Jonesboro:

City of Jonesboro
Mayor: Ken Blandford,85.
C i t y  c l e r k :  Ba rba ra 

Casper, 87.
City treasurer: Shelly 

Pender, 89.
Ward One alderman: Bart 

Hileman, 25.
Ward Two alderman: 

Steven E. Haldeman, 36. 
Jeremiah Johnson, 9.

Ward Three alderman: 
Kenneth P. Carlson, 19.

Village Alto Pass
Vil lage trustee, four-

year term: Julie Buck, 26. 
Stephen W. Grimmer, 25. 
Katrina Renzaglia, 32. Three 
positions were open.

Village trustee, unexpired 
two-year term: Dustin Knop, 
28.

Village of Cobden

Village president: Paul Z. 
Tomazzoli, 99.

Village clerk: Karen M. 
Winzenburger, 113. 

Village trustee: Dennis 
Maze, 73. Jean A. Britt, 61. 
Molly Beckley, 56. Austin 
Sellars, 61. Klay Greenwood, 
27. Three positions were 
open. 

Village of Dongola
Village president: Gregory 

Corzine, 53.
Village trustee: Dillon 

Duckworth, 45. Donavan 
W r i g h t ,  4 3 .  L e o n a r d 
Beszczynski,  39. Three 
positions were open.

Village of Mill Creek
Village president: Amy 

Kram, 2.
Village trustee: Loretta 

Walls, 3. Ronnie Laster, 
2. Melissa Laster, 1. Four 
positions were open.

Public Question
Village of Dongola
Sha l l  t he  co rpo ra te 

authorities of the Village of 
Dongola be authorized to levy 
a Non-Home Rule Municipal 
Retailer’s Occupation Tax 
at the rate of 1 percent for 
municipal operations through 
July 1, 2030, and a Non-
Home Rule Municipal Service 
Occupation Tax at a rate of 
1 percent for expenditures 

on municipal operations, 
expendi tures on publ ic 
infrastructure, or property 
tax relief?

Yes, 41. No, 18. 
Library Districts
Dongola Library District
Library trustee, full six-

year term: Breanna Lingle, 
79. Leslie Treat, 93. Two 
positions were open.

Library trustee, unexpired 
four-year term: Alice K. 
Wendling, 98.

Library trustee, unexpired 
two-year term: Alison J. 
Holderfield, 103.

S t i n s o n  M e m o r i a l 
Library District

Library trustee, full six-
year term: John L. Hughey, 
365. Don Burnett, 321. Misty 
Yates, 323. Three positions 
were open.

Library trustee, unexpired 
two-year term: No candidates 
filed.

Educational Service 
Region, Regional Board 30

Members of the Regional 
Board of School Trustees 
(A lexander,  Jackson, 
Perry, Pulaski and Union 
Counties)

No candidates filed for 
the two positions which were 
open.

School Districts, Boards 

of Education
Lick Creek Community 

Conso l ida ted  School 
District No. 16

Board of education, full 
four-year term: Thomas 
Corbit, 35. Josh Schlenker, 
33. Dawn M. Turner, 30. 
Three positions were open.

A n n a  C o m m u n i t y 
Conso l ida ted  School 
District No. 37

Board of education, two-
year unexpired term: No 
candidates filed.

Board o f  educat ion , 
full, four-year term: Pam 
Needl ing,  121.  Joshua 
Gooden, 106. Tracee L. 
Foley, 122. Three positions 
are open.

Cobden Unit School 
District No. 17

Board of education, full, 
four-year term: Debra Penrod, 
201. Charles R. Stewart, 
221. Jeanne Brumleve, 208. 
Robert Phillippe, 149. Kim 
Howell, 208. Four positions 
were open.

Jonesboro Community 
Conso l ida ted  School 
District No. 43

Board of education, full, 
four-year term: Michael 
Penn inger,  102 .  Dary l 
Barnhart, 95. Josh Kelley, 
110. Justin Barlow, 88. Four 

positions were open.
Dongola Community 

Unit School District No. 84
Board of education, full, 

four-year term: Dana W. 
Eddleman, 97. Cherie Wright, 
93. Philip Miller, 84. Three 
positions were open.

Shawnee Community 
Unit School District No. 84

Board of education, full, 
four-year term: Melissa 
Criddle, 16. Jason Stegle, 
21. Mindy Livesay, 22. Four 
positions were open.

A n n a - J o n e s b o r o 
Community High School 
District No. 81

Board o f  educat ion , 
unexpired two-year term: No 
candidates filed. 

Board o f  educat ion , 
full, four-year term: Kyle 
Vosburgh, 206. Lenore M. 
Ashby, 219. Tim McGrath, 
239. Three positions were 
open.

Shawnee Community 
College District No. 531

Board of trustees member, 
6-year term; April Moore, 
425. James Darden, 394. 
John L. Windings, 608. Three 
positions were open.

Board of trustees member, 
unexpired two-year term: 
Steven Etter, 208. Deborah 
Shelton-Yates, 411.

Unofficial results from Election Day in county

Child Abuse Prevention Month 
ceremony held at courthouse

Chamber,
Economic
Development
hosts gala

Union County Chamber of 
Commerce and Economic De-
velopment hosted an annual gala 
Friday night at Havisham House 
in Alto Pass. 

The chamber presented four 
awards at Friday night’s gala:

Anna city administrator Dori 
Bigler was honored as the citizen 
of the year. The Kitchen on La-
fayette in Anna was honored as 
the business of the year. 

Salon Euphoria in Anna was 
honored as the new business of 
the year. The honor for the most 
improved business went to Hav-
isham House. 

More information about the 
awards presented at the gala will 
be highlighted in The Gazette-
Democrat’s upcoming progress 
and achievement section.

Union County State’s At-
torney Tyler Tripp shared a 
proclamation recognizing 
the observance of Child 
Abuse Prevention Month.

“Every child deserves to 
grow up in a nurturing en-
vironment free from abuse 
and neglect, violence or 
endangerment of any kind,” 
said Tripp. 

“Child abuse and neglect 
causes serious harm to child 
development and has life-
long effects that endanger 
safety, hinder permanency 
in relationships and reduce 
wellbeing, creating greater 
demands on society.”

“Child abuse prevention 
is a shared responsibility 
and finding solutions re-
quires the involvement and 
collaboration of residents, 
organizations and govern-
ment entities throughout 
Illinois and the country.” 

The closing remarks 
were given by Abi Cowser-
Barnett from the Children’s 
Medical and Mental Health 
Resource Network. Cows-
er-Barnett discussed the 
importance of not giving 
up hope in the face of such 
difficult obstacles. 

(continued on page 2)

house to serve as a reminder 
throughout the month. 

Brittney Hale, program 
assistant for Prevent Child-
hood Abuse Illinois, began 
the event with opening 
remarks about the impor-
tance of staying vigilant to 
the problems children face 
during these unprecedented 
times. 

“This pandemic has 
caused an increase in stress, 
a disruption in our normal 
routines, and a decrease in 
the availability of service 
and support,” Hale said. 

“This year, more than 
ever, it is important that 
we raise awareness about 
child abuse prevention and 
learn how we can create and 
sustain great childhoods.” 

“All adults need to learn 
the warning signs of abuse 
and neglect, and we can pay 
attention to the children that 
are in and around our lives,” 
Hale continued. 

“As adults it is our re-
sponsibility to pay atten-
tion, to speak up, and to be 
willing to have those dif-
ficult conversations about 
preventing abuse and ne-
glect.”

By Benjamin Marxer
April is Child Abuse Pre-

vention Month, and rep-
resentatives from regional 
child advocacy agencies 
and local organizations 
commemorated the event 
with a special Proclamation 
Day ceremony. 

The event was held at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro on Thursday 
morning, April 1. 

Representatives from 
several organizations at-
tended the event, including 
Prevent Child Abuse Il-
linois, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Fam-
ily Services, the Poshard 
Foundation for Abused 
Children, the Perry-Jackson 
Child Advocacy Center and 
the Children’s Medical and 
Mental Health Resource 
Network. 

Those who attended the 
ceremony were given blue 
ribbons to wear, the tra-
ditional symbol for child 
abuse awareness; and a 
blue pinwheel, a symbol for 
child abuse prevention. The 
pinwheels were planted in a 
“pinwheel garden” in front 
of the Union County Court-

Happy spring homecom-
ing week to everyone at 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School.

***
Congratulations to all of 

those who were honored at 
Friday night’s Union Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce 
and Economic Develop-
ment gala in Alto Pass.

***
Austin Burkland has 

launched a new “Meet the 
618” podcast. Michelle 
Sirles of Rendleman Or-
chards in Union County 
was the first guest on the 
podcast.

***
The U.S. Forest Service 

reported on Friday that pre-
scribed burning was sched-
uled to continue in Southern 
Illinois, except for Easter 
Sunday. The Forest Service 
noted that with turkey hunt-
ing season in mind, pre-
scribed fire activity would 
be limited to afternoons. 
The burns are designed to 
promote oak and hickory 
forest ecosystems and to 
improve wildfire defense.

***
Bigler Insurance Agency 

has moved from East Vi-
enna Street in Anna to He-
brewz in Jonesboro.

***
Union County Counsel-

ing Service is planning to 
host its annual golf scram-
ble. The event is set for 
Friday, June 4, at the Union 
County Country Club golf 
course in Anna.

***
The Shawnee Commu-

nity College women’s bas-
ketball had a four-game 
winning streak headed into 
tournament play, which was 
scheduled to begin Tuesday 
evening.

***
Thank you to everyone 

who was willing to seek of-
fice in Tuesday’s elections.

***
Brightly colored tulips 

are making their spring time 
appearance in the area.

Photo by Benjamin Marxer

Guest speaker
Brittney Hale, program assistant for Prevent 

Childhood Abuse Illinois, spoke at the Child Abuse 
Prevention Month event at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

Electronics
recycling
planned

Southern Seven Health 
Department plans to have a 
free community electronics 
recycling event in Union 
County.

The event is scheduled 
from 8 a.m. to noon on 
April 10 at Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School.

This manufacturer-sup-
ported e-waste program is 
administered by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, EPA.

The health department 
says that devices which will 
be accepted at the recycling 
event include:

Computers and small-
scale servers, computer 
monitors, electronic key-
boards and mice, printers, 
fax machines and scanners, 
televisions (all sizes), DVD 
players, DVD recorders and 
VCRs.  

(continued on page 2)

State’s attorney
Union County State’s Attorney Tyler Tripp shared 

a proclamation recognizing the observance of Child 
Abuse Prevention Month. Photos by Benjamin 
Marxer
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CheCk out our seleCtion
of sausage, steak and More!

As a Cape Girardeau native, I have lived in southeast and 
southwest Missouri my entire life. I currently reside in 
Chaffee, Missouri, my husband’s hometown.

Pediatric care has always been my passion. It is a rewarding 
specialty to see how the children I care for grow. I have been 
married for 14+ years and have 3 boys, ages 12, 10, and 4. 

We have a small farm where we raise horses, donkeys, 
sheep and a Great Dane. 

In our spare time, my family loves to travel and we enjoy 
being active with local baseball/ football youth leagues and 
school sports for our children.

GRADUATE 
Master of Science, Nursing
Maryville University
St. Louis, MO

UNDERGRADUATE 
Bachelor of Science, Nursing
Southeast Missouri State University
Cape Girardeau, MO

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
American Association of Nurse Practitioners

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS!

Jaimie Cannon, MSN, APRN, FNP-C

Southeast Pediatrics

Southeast Pediatrics
25 Doctors Park
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703

573-331-6750
SEhealth.org

Child
Abuse
Prevention
(continued from page 1)

“There is this idea that 
working in child welfare, 
our worlds are nothing but 
darkness and sadness and 
trauma. But what I wish 
more people understood, 
was that, although our jobs 
aren’t easy, and although 
we have to see children 
during one of the worst 
times of their lives. We also 
see light amongst the dark-
ness,” Cowser-Barnett said.

“The children coming to 
see us are more than bruised 
and broken and hurt. They 
are brave. They are strong. 
And they are resilient. And 
for me and so many others 
in their lives, they inspire 
a sense of hope,” Cowser-
Barnett continued. 

“Every day in my work, I 
encounter hope amongst the 
darkness. Hope for healing, 
hope for change, and hope 
for a world where my job 
and so many jobs are no 
longer needed.”

For more information 
about events throughout 
the month in conjunction 
with Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month, visit facebook.
com/unioncountycap or 
childabuseprevention.org. 

Electronics
recycling
(continued from page 1)

No kitchen appliances of 
any size will be accepted. 

Community members 
will not need an appoint-
ment to attend the event.

Volunteers will be on 
hand to remove items from 
vehicles.  

COVID-19 safety mea-
sures, including mask wear-
ing and social distancing, 
will be observed by recy-
cling staff and volunteers, 
and are recommended for 
those bringing items for 
disposal. 

More information about 
the event is available by 
contacting Southern Seven 
Health Department envi-
ronmental health director 
Miranda Adams by phone 
at 618-634-2297, extension 
9114, or by visiting South-
ern Seven Health Depart-
ment on Facebook. 

Donations for kids accepted
During April, the Union County circuit clerk’s 

office in Jonesboro is collecting items in support 
of Child Abuse Prevention Month. Items that are 
collected will be donated to the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family Services, DCFS, in Union 
County. 

Some of the items which DCFS has requested for 
children of all ages include: Socks and underwear. 
Deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrushes, sensitive 
skin soap. Wet wipes. Hair brushes and combs. 
Hand sanitizer.  Kid friendly DVDs. Local restaurant 
gift cards.

Items can be dropped off at the Union County 
Courthouse, which is located at 309 W. Market St. in 
Jonesboro, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

The Gazette-Democrat
Serving Union County Since 1849

National Weather Service: March 
warmer, wetter than normal in area

ceived amounts 2 to 4 inch-
es above normal. 

Cape Girardeau mea-
sured record daily pre-
cipitation of 1.50 inches on 
March 12 and 1.96 inches 
on March 17.

The only areas that re-
ceived near to slightly be-
low normal precipitation 
amounts included sections 
of northwest Kentucky.

With above normal tem-
peratures common, snow 
was non-existent during 
March. 

Severe thunderstorm ac-
tivity typically starts to 
ramp up for the spring sea-
son during March. Such 
activity was lacking this 
year across the region.

The National Weather 
Service in Paducah only 
issued six severe thunder-
storm warnings and no 
tornado warnings for the 
month.

Those totals represented 
the fewest number of com-
bined severe thunderstorm 
and tornado warnings is-
sued in March since 2014. 

An average March pro-
duces around 27 combined 
warnings for the 58-county 
forecast area served by the 
weather service’s office in 
Paducah.

Paducah observed nine 
days above 70 degrees, 
which was the most in 
March since 2012.

The month ended up wet-
ter than normal for a large 
part of the region. 

The areas that received 
the heaviest amounts com-
pared to normal were north-
ern portions of Southeast 
Missouri, much of Southern 
Illinois and far southern 
Kentucky along the Tennes-
see border. 

Some of this area re-

Temperatures during 
March in the region which 
includes Southern Illinois, 
Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky finished 
above normal by around 4.5 
to 6 degrees. 

In a review of climate 
conditions for the third 
month of 2021, the National 
Weather Service office in 
Paducah reported that Cape 
Girardeau finished with its 
sixth warmest March on 
record. Paducah had its 11th 
warmest March on record.

Weather service looks
at last dates for spring
frost, freeze in region

Latest last 36 degrees: 
May 27, 1961.

Period of records: June 1, 
1960, to June 1, 2018.

Paducah
Average last freeze, 32 

degrees: April 6.
Earliest  last  freeze: 

March 7, 2010, and 1977.
Latest last freeze: May 

7, 1944.
Average last hard freeze, 

28 degrees: March 25.
Earliest last hard freeze: 

Feb. 28, 1977.
Latest last hard freeze: 

April 20, 1983.
Average last 34 degrees: 

April 11.
Earliest last 34 degrees: 

March 19, 2017.
Latest last 34 degrees: 

May 27, 1961.
Average last 36 degrees: 

April 18.
Earliest last 36 degrees: 

March 19, 2017.
Latest last 36 degrees: 

May 27, 1961.
Period of record: Dec. 3, 

1937, to June 1, 2018.

Record low tempera-
tures were posted late last 
week in some parts of the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
posted information on its 
website about spring frost/
freeze climatology for the 
region.

The weather service not-
ed that 34 and 36 degrees 
were used as possible frost 
formation thresholds, given 
other conditions, such as 
calm winds.

Cape Girardeau
Average last freeze, 32 

degrees: April 6.
Earliest  last  freeze: 

March 7, 2010, and 1977.
Latest last freeze: May 

17, 1968.
Average last hard freeze, 

28 degrees: March 25.
Earliest last hard freeze: 

Feb. 28, 1985, and 1977.
Latest last hard freeze: 

April 18, 2001.
Average last 34 degrees: 

April 13. 
Earliest last 34 degrees: 

March 19, 2017.
Latest last 34 degrees: 

May 17, 1968.
Average last 36 degrees: 

April 18.
Earliest last 36 degrees: 

March 22, 1967.

Weather
High 77, low 23; .21 of an inch of rain

The only precipitation 
during the period was .21 
of an inch of rain recorded 
on March 31. 

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, March 30     72 45
Wednesday, March 31 57 41
Thursday, April 1        47 29
Friday, April 2            53 23
Saturday, April 3         67 29
Sunday, April 4           74 44
Monday, April 5          77 42

March Weather
The high temperature 

for the month of March 
was 77 degrees, which was 
recorded on March 27. The 
average high for the month 
was 63.

The low for the month 
was 25, which was recorded 
on March 2. The average 
low was 39.

Precipitation for the 
month totalled 4.55 inches.  

The most rain in a 24-
hour period was 1.26 inch-
es, recorded on March 17.

Precipitation for the year 
as of the end of March to-
talled 11.05 inches.

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 77 degrees 
to a low of 23 during the 
period of March 30 through 
April 5 in the Union County 
area.

Record low
temperatures

Record low temperatures 
were reported Friday morn-
ing, April 2, in the region.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported record lows in 
Western Kentucky and 
Southeast Missouri.

Low temperatures last 
Friday morning were the 
coldest readings since 2007 
in Cape Girardeau and in 
Paducah.

The low was 25 degrees 
on Friday morning in Cape 
Girardeau. That broke a re-
cord of 27, which had been 
set in 1961.

Paducah had a low of 26 
on Friday morning. That 
tied a record of 26, which 
was set in 1961.

The low dropped to 23 
degrees Friday morning in 
the Union County area.

Cold February
February 2021 was the 

planet’s coolest February in 
seven years due to La Niña 
in the tropical Pacific Ocean 
and unusually brisk tem-
peratures that enveloped 
much of North America and 
northern Asia, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, NOAA, 
has reported.

NOAA noted that vast 
temperature contrasts dur-
ing February, and during the 
three-month winter season, 
were at play in other parts 
of the world. 

In fact, the Northern 
Hemisphere as a whole 
experienced its eighth-
warmest winter (December 
through February) in 142 
years.



The Gazette-Democrat  Thursday, April 8, 2021 Section A - Page 3

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

16-20G

Dreaming Up the Ideal
Retirement Is Your Job.
Helping You Get There Is Ours.
To learn more about why Edward Jones makes sense 
for you, call my office today.

Total of 2,181 COVID-19 
cases in Union County

Union County had two 
new confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 on Monday, 
April 5. The cases involved 
one person in the 40s and 
one person in the 70s.

The number of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 
in Union County since the 
start of the pandemic to-
talled 2,181 as of April 5, 
Southern Seven Health 
Department reported.

Total COVID-19 statis-
tics for Union County since 
the start of the pandemic, as 
of April 5, follow:

A-J spring homecoming
celebration underway

A spring 2021 homecom-
ing celebration is underway 
this week at Anna-Jones-
boro Community High 
School.

Homecoming traditional-
ly is a fall event at the Union 
County school. 

Like so many other activ-
ities, that tradition has been 
impacted by the ongoing 
coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic.

A traditional fall home-
coming would feature a 
football game, a coronation 
ceremony, a parade and 
other special activities.

This week’s spring cel-
ebration will not include 
a parade, but the sched-
ule does feature a football 
game, a coronation ceremo-
ny and other activities.

The A-JCHS Student 
Council is sponsoring Spirit 
Days for homecoming. The 
theme for the week is “Wild, 
Wild West.”

Tuesday was PJ Day at 
the school. Wednesday was 
Western Day.

Village of Dongola among recipients for 
state public infrastructure grant funds

The Illinois Department 
of Commerce & Econom-
ic Opportunity, DCEO, 
on Monday, April 5, an-
nounced the recipients for 
the 2020 Community De-
velopment Block Grants, 
CDBG, for Public Infra-
structure. 

A total of $18.2 million 
will be awarded to 34 com-
munities across the state.

The funds will enable 
cities and communities in 
non-metropolitan areas to 
make repairs to shared wa-
ter and sewer infrastructure 
that will enhance safety and 
quality of life for those who 
live there.

With projects spread 
throughout Illinois, an es-
timated 113,266 residents 
will benefit from infrastruc-
ture upgrades.

Communities in the 
Southern Ill inois area 
which are receiving grants 
include:

The Village of Dongo-
la, $550,000. The Village 
of Coulterville, $550,000. 
The Village of Galatia, 
$430,000. The Village of 
Ridgway, $550,000.

Public infrastructure 
grants are designed to pro-
vide communities with 
funding to improve public 
infrastructure and eliminate 
conditions detrimental to 
public health, safety and 
public welfare.  

Eligible uses of funding 
include repairs and system 
upgrades for water/sewer 
lines, as well as new and 
reconstruction projects in-
cluding sewer treatment 
systems, pump stations and 
more.  

 “DCEO is proud to 
award $18 million to help 
downstate and rural com-
munities across Illinois 
make essential repairs to 
aging water and sewer in-
frastructure that will im-
prove access to clean and 
safe water,” said Sylvia 
Garcia, acting director of 
DCEO, in a news release. 

“The Public Infrastruc-
ture program invests in 
projects that improve the 
health and safety of water 
systems – which in turn 

creates construction jobs and 
reduces the costs to consum-
ers of old infrastructure. With 
another round of funding cur-
rently available for the 2021 
program year, we encourage 
more downstate communi-
ties to apply to receive these 
funds.”  

Grants will be provided 
in every economic devel-
opment region, with the 
majority of funds benefitting 
primarily rural geographies. 

Local governments were 

Thursday, today, is Blue 
and White Day. Blue and 
white are the Union County 
school’s colors. Friday is 
Class Color Day.

A homecoming corona-
tion ceremony is planned 
at 8:30 a.m. Friday at the 
school.

Members of the home-
coming court include:

Seniors: Anna Hess, Bai-
ley Bible, Lexie Lingle, Av-
ery Page, Libby Smith, Car-
son Pengress, Nate Belcher, 
Nate Baggott, Nathan Plott 
and Nick McGrath.

Juniors: Chloe McFar-
land and Laighton Mixen.

Sophomores: Madelynn 
Eastman and Jonah West-
brooks.

Freshman representa-
tives: Katie Sullivan and 
Jason McAlister.

Class competitions are 
planned on the football field 
following coronation.

A homecoming football 
game against Sparta is set 
for 7 p.m. Friday at The Pit.

2,181 cases. 2,142 recov-
ered. Eight active cases. 31 
deaths had been reported.

Southern Seven Health 
Department serves Union, 
Alexander, Hardin, John-
son, Massac, Pope and Pu-
laski counties.

As of April 5, the health 
department reported the fol-
lowing updated statistics for 
the seven counties it serves: 

11 newly confirmed cas-
es. 13 newly recovered 
cases. 38 total active cases. 
97 total deaths. 6,661 cumu-
lative total cases.

Orthopedic surgeon to begin seeing 
patients at Anna Rural Health Inc.

Dr. Richard Morgan
Beginning  Apr i l  9 , 

board-certified orthopedic 
surgeon and Southern Il-
linois native Dr. Richard 
Morgan, is scheduled to 
start seeing patients at Anna 
Rural Health Inc. 

In a collaboration be-
tween Heartland Regional 
Medical Group and Union 

County Hospital in Anna, 
Morgan brings decades of 
experience treating patients 
in Southern Illinois.

As the region’s popula-
tion continues to age and 
healthcare needs change, 
Morgan said he thinks now 
is the ideal time to offer his 
skills, knowledge and ex-
perience in Union County. 

“The need for local, or-
thopedic surgery is felt in 
every community,” Morgan 
said in a news release. 

“It’s important for the 
well-being of Southern 
Illinois to have competent 
orthopedic surgeons in the 
area to take care of ortho-
pedic needs. 

“It’s a real hardship on 
families to go to St. Louis 
or Cape Girardeau, so it’s 
essential we provide these 
types of services right here 
in Anna.” 

A long-time Marion resi-

dent, Morgan helped trans-
form the regional healthcare 
landscape as co-founder of 
the Southern Illinois Ortho-
pedic Center, in Herrin. 

In November of 2000, 
Morgan’s practice, Mar-
ion Orthopedics, merged 
with Southern Orthopedic 
Associates to form what is 
now known as the Ortho-
paedic Institute of Southern 
Illinois. 

“Our goal is to help re-
duce your pain and get you 
back to your active life as 
quickly as possible,” Mor-
gan said. 

“We employ a range of 
non-surgical and surgical 
procedures that include 
the arthroscopic approach, 
which is less invasive than 
traditional surgeries and 
typically results in less 
pain, fewer complications, 
minimal scarring and faster 
recovery time.”

A graduate of the Uni-
versity of Illinois School of 
Medicine, Morgan complet-
ed his residency in ortho-
pedic surgery at the U of I 
Hospital in Chicago. 

He is a member of the 
American Medical Society, 
the American Academy of 
Orthopedic Surgeons, the 
Chicago Orthopedic Soci-
ety, the Bi-County Medical 
Society, the Central Illinois 
Orthopedic Society and the 
Illinois Orthopedic Society.  

Morgan’s clinic is in the 
Anna Rural Health Inc. 
building at 513 N. Main 
St. in Anna. He is currently 
accepting new patients. 
For more information, visit 
HeartlandMedicalGroup.
com or call 618-998-7177. 

able to request a maximum 
award of $550,000, with an 
average grant size for the 
2020 program at $536,000. 

Preference was given for 
projects located in under-
served areas, opportunity 
zones and those which pro-
posed a non-state matching 
component to drive the max-
imum investment to the area.

When matched with other 
local funds, the grants will 
generate repairs valued at 
over $20 million.

Snowpack topic 
of presentation

The Shawnee Group of 
the Sierra Club plans to 
present a virtual program ti-
tled “Changing Snowpack, 
wet-dry cycles, and wetland 
types for birds in an irrigat-
ed Wyoming landscape” at 
7 p.m. Thursday, today.

The presentat ion is 
scheduled to be given by 
James Lovvorn. Lovvorn 
is a professor of zoology 
at Southern Illinois Uni-
versity.

The program will be 
about how changes in 
snowpack in the Rocky 
Mountains affect the food 
webs supporting birds in 
complexes of wetlands 
throughout a semi-arid 
landsc0ape in Wyoming.   

Information about the 
Zoom link is available on 
the Shawnee Group’s web-
site at https://www.sierra-
club.org/illinois/shawnee> 
and also on the group’s 
Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/Sier-
raClubShawnee.

Cooking wild game topic of
upcoming Extension webinar

Illinois hunters support 
the health of ecosystems, 
conservation efforts and 
local economies. 

Successful hunts also 
provide lean, local protein 
for families and commu-
nities.

University of Illinois Ex-
tension, in cooperation with 
Illinois Learn to Hunt, plans 
to share basic field dressing, 
post-hunt processing, stor-
age, and preparation tech-
niques for a variety of game 
in order to get the quality 
and wholesomeness that 
wild game is known for.

Illinois Extension will 
share food safety informa-
tion for handling game ani-
mals, along with new recipe 
ideas and tips on cooking 

methods that improve meat 
texture and flavor.

The free, online webinar 
is scheduled to begin at 7 
p.m. May 27 and runs 90 
minutes. 

Those who want to par-
ticipate are asked to register 
before May 21 at go.illi-
nois.edu/HuntAndEat. 

Those who may need a 
reasonable accommodation 
to participate in the program 
can call 217-877-6042. 

Check out 
The Gazette-

Democrat 
on line at 

annanews.com
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A-J football team scores win
on road Friday at Du Quoin

Anna-Jonesoboro de-
feated host Du Quoin 6-0 
in Southern Illinois Riv-
er-to-River Conference 
Mississippi Division high 
school football action Fri-
day night, March 30.

A-J head football coach 
Brett Detering said after 
the game that he had been 
disappointed in the way 
Wildcats played during the 
first two weeks of the 2021 
spring season.

Detering said he was 
“really proud” of the way 
the Wildcats played in 
their win on the road at Du 
Quoin.

“They played well on 
both sides of the ball,” the 
A-J head coach said.

With the win, the Wild-
cats improved to 1-2 this 
spring.

After the Indians were 
forced to punt on their 
opening drive, the A-J of-
fense started clicking.

Nate Baggott caught a 
15-yard touchdown pass 
from quarterback Gavin 
Osman  to cap a lengthy 
14-play drive that began 
on A-J’s own 43 yard line.

Nick McGrath’s extra 
point kick was blocked and 
A-J led 6-0 with 34 seconds 
remaining in the opening 
quarter.

Du Quoin countered with 
a 14-play drive that ended 
when quarterback David 
Lee’s pass was inomplete 
on a fourth down play at 
A-J’s 6-yard line.

The Wildcats again used 
up a lot of time on the clock 
and moved into Indian ter-
ritory as the quarter was 
winding down, but were 
halted by a holding penalty 
to end the first half.

A-J’s first drive in the 
second half ended after a 
long drive was halted on a 
fumble.

Du Quoin was again 
forced to punt at midfield 
on its next drive.

In the final quarter, A-J 
was halted at midfield early 
and McGrath came on for 
a 42-yard punt to push the 
Indians deep into their own 
territory.

The Indians  moved 
downfield in the final quar-
ter but failed to convert a   
fourth down on an incom-
plete pass.

The Wildcats were  then 
halted midfield on a fourth 
down and short yardage 
play.

Du Quoin gambled again   
but came up short on a 
fourth down play.

A-J drove to midfield 
and was forced to punt with 
3:19 remaining in the game.

After three plays, Du 
Quoin running back Caden 
Hutchens was tackled by 
Nathan Plott and fumbled 
the ball. Matthew Wright 
recovered for the Wildcats 
at their own 30-yard line 
with 2:42 remaining in the 
game. 

The Indians had only one 
time out remaining to stop 
the clock. A-J quarterback 
Carson Pengress took a 
knee several times to end 
the game.

The A-J defense held Du 
Quoin to 70 yards rushing 
and 72 yards passing.

A-J’s offense rushed for 
254 yards and had 15 yards 
passing.

Barry Johnson led the 
rushing attack for the Wild-
cats, with 98 yards on 21 
carries. Osman had 73 
yards  on 18 carries. Josh 
Davis had 40 yards on 6 
carries. Nate Baggott had 
27 yards on 27 carries. 
Pengress had 16 yards on 
7 carries.

Osman started the game 
as quarterback, replacing 
Pengress, who suffered a 
hamstring injury in last 
week’s game. He played 
some on the defensive side 
of the ball and replaced Os-
man at the end of the game 
when he injured his knee. 
Detering said both should 
be ready to play this week.

The Wildcats had 59 
plays from scrimmage, 
while Du Quoin had only 
37.

“Our kids did a good job 
of controlling the tempo of 
the game,” Detering said. 
“I’m really proud of our 
kids the way they played. 
I would have liked to have 
scored more, but our de-
fense played outstanding.”

Talking strategy
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School head football coach Brett 

Detering talked with his squad during a recent 2021 spring season game. A-J 
is set to host Sparta this Friday night in the Wildcats’ homecoming game.

A-J football
ticket sales
updated

For Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School’s 
two remaining home foot-
ball games, all fans will 
pay at the gate when en-
tering.

A-J has home football 
games scheduled on April 
9 and April 23.

A-JCHS athletic director 
Rick Livesay announced 
on social media that tickets 
will not be sold prior to the 
games.

The gate fee is $5 per 
person. A-J students are 
free.

An away game set for 
Friday, April 16, at Mur-
physboro will require a 
ticket to attend.

Livesay said that tickets 
are scheduled to be sold 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 11, in the 
Union Hall gymnasium 
lobby at A-J.

Away tickets will be 
sold to parents and fam-
ilies of varsity football 
players and cheerleaders 
only.

Any remaining tickets 
will be sold to the general 
public starting on Monday, 
April 12, in the superin-
tendent’s office, between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 
3 p.m.

A-J/Cobden soccer
2-1 in recent play

The Anna-Jonesboro/
Cobden co-op high school 
boys’ soccer team was 2-1 
in recent action.

A-J/Cobden 6, Harris-
burg 1: Beto Vaca Diez 
scored two goals and added 
an assist to lead visiting 
A-J/Cobden to the win 
Saturday, April 3.

Nick McGrath added 2 
goals. Ethan Carver and 
Kyle Hall added a goal 

apiece.
Will Halter and Maddox 

Thorpe also had an assist 
apiece.

Goal keeper Bryce Henry 
played 20 minutes until 
sustaining a knee injury 
that required stitches. He 
had 3 saves.

Carter Lannon took over 
as goal keeper and finished 
the final 60 minutes with 
6 saves.

A-J/Cobden 5, Massac 
County 2: McGrath scored 
three goals  to lead host A-J/
Cobden to the win Wednes-
day, March 31. McGrath 
also added an assist in the 
win.

Thorpe scored a goal and 
added an assist and Romeo 
Godinez scored the other 
goal.

Goal keeper Henry had 
8 saves.

Carterville 2, A-J/Cob-
den 1: Carver scored the 
lone goal with an assist 
from McGrath for host A-J/
Cobden Tuesday, March 30.

“It was a tough fought 
game,” A-J/Cobden coach 
Mark Boomer said. “Car-
terville is our rival and 
we’re playing for our first 
conference championship 
this year with no playoffs.”

Henry was the goal keep-
er and had 6 saves.

A-J, 5-2 overall and 4-2 
in the conference, plays 
again Thursday, today, at 
home against Murphys-
boro.

Wildcats to host Sparta
for homecoming game

The Sparta High School 
football team did not play 
last Friday. The team did 
not have enough players 
due to injuries and academ-
ic issues.

But the Southern Illinois 
River-to-River Conference 
Mississippi Division Bull-
dogs expect to regroup and 
play at Anna-Jonesboro 
Friday night, April 9. 

Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 
for the Wildcats’ homecom-
ing game.

Sparta comes into the 
game with an 0-2 record. 
A-J is 1-2  after last  Fri-
day night’s 6-0 win at Du 
Quoin.

Sparta is led by a pair 
of junior quarterbacks, Ja-
cob Meininger, 6-1, 230 

pounds, and Dauntaya Me-
rideth, 5-11, 150 pounds.

Bulldog receivers in-
clude seniors Gary Wal-
lace, 5-8, 175 pounds, and 
Jacob Livesay, 5-8, 140 
pounds.

Top running back threats 
are juniors Ethan Mon-
troy, 5-10, 150 pounds, and 
Cody Dickerson, 6-0, 190 
pounds, and sophomore 
Riley Biermann, 5-11, 165 
pounds.

This will be A-J’s final 
game with the Bulldogs. 
Sparta is planning to drop 
out of the Southern Illinois 
River-to-River Confer-
ence. The Bulldogs plan 
to become members of the 
Cahokia Conference next  
season.

Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White has unveiled a 
new ad campaign featuring 
Chicago White Sox All-Star 
relief pitcher and longtime 
radio voice of the team Ed 
“Farmio” Farmer, who died 
last year. 

The campaign marked 
the beginning of Nation-
al Donate Life Month in 
April.

In the public service an-
nouncement, PSA, Farmer 
says, “I always say, heaven 
knows you can’t take them 
(organs) with you.” 

To view the spot in En-
glish, visit https://youtu.
be/PXFBdT4bbMk, to 
view the Spanish link, visit 
https://youtu.be/oTqA7-
FVG-E.

For more than a decade, 
Farmer, joined by White 
Sox players, participat-

New campaign supports 
April’s observance of 
National Donate Life Month

ed in events at the James 
R. Thompson Center and 
Guarantee Rate Field to 
encourage organ and tissue 
donation with the Illinois 
Secretary of State’s Organ/
Tissue Donor Registry. 

Currently, there are 7.1 
million people registered to 
become organ/tissue donors 
in Illinois and approximate-
ly 4,000 people are on the 
waiting list. About 300 die 
each year waiting for an 
organ transplant.

The PSA encourages 
people to enroll in the Illi-
nois Secretary of State’s Or-
gan/Tissue Donor Registry. 

Illinoisans can register 
with the Illinois Secretary 
of State’s Organ/Tissue 
Donor Registry in several 
ways, including online at 
LifeGoesOn.com and by 
calling 800-210-2106.

Spring is yard 
sale time!

To place your ad,
call 833-2158
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Wildflowers, herpetology, morels, watercolor 
painting programs set at Giant City

Spring wildflowers, her-
petology, morel mushrooms 
and watercolor painting 
will be topics of programs 
planned during April at 
Giant City State Park near 
Makanda.

Registration is required 
for each of the upcoming 
programs, which are free 
and open to the public.

Registration, and more 
information, are available 
by calling the visitors center 
at Giant City State Park at 
618-457-4836.

Those who plan to attend 
the programs are reminded 
that they will be asked to 
practice social distancing 
and to have a mask for use 
when social distancing can-
not be achieved.

Spring Wildf lower 
Walks: Spring wildflower 
walks are planned at the 
park on Friday, April 9, 
Saturday, April 10, and 
Friday, April 16. Each walk 
is scheduled from 10 a.m. 
until noon.

Trillium Trail in Giant 
City State Park is one of the 
most diverse spring wild-
flower trails in Southern 
Illinois. 

The park interpreter will 
lead the walks through the 
spring woods

Herpetology Hike: A 
herpetology hike is set for 
1 p.m. Saturday, April 10, 
at the park.

Herpetology is the branch 
of zoology which studies 
amphibians and reptiles.

John Palis, a local biolo-
gist and herpetologist, will 
lead the hike.

Morel Mushrooms: 
Gretchen Steele, a park 
volunteer, photographer 
and local nature enthusiast 
will share tips on how to 
find the often hard-to-locate 
morel mushroom during a 
free program set for 1 p.m. 
Sunday, April 11, at the park.

Watercolor Painting: 
Local artist Anne Krippen-
stapel will lead a leisurely 
evening of creating art in-
spired by nature in spring 
during Giant City’s Art in 
the Park Watercolor for 
Beginners program.

The program is planned 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 24. All supplies 
will be provided. This will 
be an outdoor program, 
with limited seating.

Cobden School District announces 
high honor, honor roll students

Cobden Unit School Dis-
trict No. 17 announces third 
quarter high honor roll and 
honor roll students.

High Honor Roll
6th Grade
Brisa Calderon, Justin 

Campbell, Matthew Clover, 
Dashiell Garrison, Evaline 
Kaszubski, Alivia Kilpat-
rick, Natalie Storm, Zaira 
Uribe, Layla West.

7th Grade
James Eagle, Autumn 

Ebersohl, Alyssa Fabian, 
Gabriel Haynes, Amelia 
Long, Natalie Marks, Elias 
Grant Miller, Brooke Mos-
ley, Ava Rothweiler, Daniel 
Tomas

8th Grade
Garrett Basler, Shawnah 

Eubanks-Burgess, Dustin 
Fisher, Lillian Grace Haw-
kins, Mackenzie Jackson, 
Kohen Moore, Madison 
Moreland, Jackson Rend-
leman, Emma Roberts, 
Zitlalli Tomas, Lindsey 
Windings.

Freshmen
Tess Brummer, Jack Ea-

gle, Kaylee Hall, Mitchell 
Howell, Samuel Ingold, 
Agent Inman, Emma Kil-
patrick, Jett Kuhn, Hunter 
Pitts, Grace White.

Sophomores
Jesse Carmona, Karleigh 

Ellis, Gracelynn Fisher, 
Tyler Franklin, Leah Goins, 

Kirstin Guardian, Makenzie 
Hilliard, Mary Ann Pender,  
Alejandra Ramirez Zapata, 
Xachary Roberts, Rhylee 
Sauerbrunn.

Juniors
Olivia Brumleve, Tristan 

Brummer, Jade Caraker, 
Tristan Cavaness, Liv 
Cerny, Melissa del Aguila 
Beltran.

Daniel Demmin, Antonia 
Fabian, Noel Fabian, Con-
nor Hartline, Maria Hernan-
dez, Makenzie Howell, Jon 
Ingold, Caleb Kilpatrick.

Callie McGee, Leslie 
Morales, Abigail Remsey, 
Katelyn Shadowens, Halle 
Short, Molly Smith, Han-
nah Stillman.

Seniors
Avigail Amezquita-An-

aya, Victoria Bittle, Mary 
Cavaness, Carlie Clau-
sen, Brianna Eads, Aubrey 
Fisher.

Karina Flores, Noah 
Franklin, Sabrina Garcia, 
Andrew Hawkins, Reuben 
Hawkins, Gage Lingle, 
Kennedie Marks.

Alyssa Penrod, Selena 
Rafael, Kate Staley, Antho-
ny Stanczak-Rajcok, Emily 
White, Tania Zamora.

Honor Roll
6th Grade
Angell Cash, Selena 

Flores.
7th Grade

Adrianna Caraker, Na-
talie Franklin, Matthew 
Howell, Orlando Juarez, 
Kingston Kuhn, Mariana 
Palmerin, Ana Rafael.

8th Grade
Sophie Barnhart, Evelyn 

Campbell, Beatrix Genung, 
Chauncy Hilliard, Eden 
Kaszubski, Omar Martinez, 
Ramsie Sauerbrunn.

Freshmen
Kaylie Adams, Nicole 

Basler, Steven Brown, Jada 
Furlow, Eric Guijon, Alex-
ander Meier, Yadira Rafael, 
Isaac Reiman, Anna Staley, 
Alejandro Zamora.

Sophomores
Ashley Ambrocio, Bra-

den Bundren, Cresli Car-
rillo, Mirranda Eads, Noah 
Fry, Gustavo Juarez, Wyatt 
Lindsey.

Sophia Lingle, Emma 
Phillippe, James Pope, 
Dawson Short, Nicholas 
Sutliff, Jake Tally, Hannah 
Trotter.

Juniors
Cooper Flamm, Kyle 

Hall, Colbey Hartline, El-
liot Lowndes, Giselle Mar-
tinez, Itzel Miranda-Maldo-
nado, Madison Pitts.

Seniors
Lilia Carmona, Lucero 

Carmona, Lillian Mason, 
Cameron Reynolds, Luis 
Villalva, Brooklyne Wright, 
Sipriano Zamora.

Girl Scouts, PCs for People 
planning to have computer
distribution event in Anna

Working from home. 
Distance learning. Virtual 
doctor’s appointments. 

Access to a reliable com-
puter has become more 
important than ever. 

Local nonprofits have 
teamed up to make sure 
more people in Southern 
Illinois communities have 
the technology they need.

The nonprofit PCs for 
People was founded in 1998 
to help get low-cost com-
puters into more homes. 

The agency set up re-
gional headquarters in 
Belleville recently and is 
working with other local 
nonprofits to connect with 
the community. 

As a longtime champion 
of digital literacy for every-
one, Girl Scouts of South-
ern Illinois staff are helping 
distribute 5,000 computers 
to people who need them. 

In addition to PCs for 
People and Girl Scouts of 
Southern Illinois, the Urban 
League of Metropolitan 
St. Louis and Leadership 
Council Southwestern Il-
linois are partnering in the 

project. 
The PCs for People deal 

is $20 for a computer with 
a Windows 10 system, a 
17- inch to 20-inch monitor, 
keyboard, power cords and 
a wireless USB adapter. 

Wireless internet hotspots 
also are available for $16 a 
month and a one-time de-
vice purchase of $40.

Girl Scouts and PCs for 
People are planning to dis-
tribute computers from 3 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday, 
today, at Mt. Moriah Lu-
theran Church in Anna. The 
church is located at 102 W. 
Jefferson St. in Anna.

People qualify to get a 
computer if their income is 
at 200 percent of poverty 
level or less, or if they 
receive government assis-
tance. 

More information is 
available online at pcsfor-
people.org/eligibility.

For the easiest pickup 
process, preorder comput-
ers at tinyurl.com/pcsfor-
peopleil. PCs for People 
will then email an appoint-
ment time and address. 

Warblers taking advantage of
warmer Southern Illinois Aprils

CHAMPAIGN – Climate 
change contributes to grad-
ually warming Aprils in 
Southern Illinois.

At least one migratory 
bird species, the protho-
notary warbler, is taking 
advantage of the heat. 

A new study analyzing 
20 years of data found that 
the warblers start their 
egg-laying in Southern Il-
linois significantly earlier 
in warmer springs. 

This increases the chanc-
es that the birds can raise 
two broods of offspring 
during the nesting season, 
researchers found.

They reported their 
findings in the journal 
Frontiers in Ecology and 
Evolution.

“Warmer springs in tem-
perate regions of the planet 
can create a mismatch be-
tween when food is avail-
able to breeding birds and 
when their energy demands 
are highest – when they are 
feeding nestlings,” said Il-
linois Natural History Sur-
vey, INHS, avian ecologist 
Jeffrey Hoover.

Hoover conducted the 
study with INHS principal 
scientist Wendy Schelsky. 

If climate change dimin-
ishes insect populations 
at critical moments in the 
birds’ nesting season, food 
shortages may cause some 
chicks and even adults to 
die. 

Other long-distance mi-
gratory birds suffer ill con-
sequences from warmer 

springs on their breeding 
grounds.

But this mismatch seems 
not to occur in prothonotary 
warblers, the researchers 
found.

In the Cache River wa-
tershed in Southern Illi-
nois, where the study was 
conducted, the warblers 
nest in swamps and for-
ested wetlands, which are 
abundant sources of insects 
throughout the spring and 
summer. 

The warblers eat caterpil-
lars, flies, midges, spiders, 
mayflies and dragonflies. 
As long as it does not dry 
up, the wetland habitat 
provides a steady supply 
of food to sustain the birds.

“We studied populations 
of prothonotary warblers 
nesting in nest boxes in 
these areas from 1994 to 
2013,” Schelsky said. 

The researchers captured 
and color-banded the birds, 
studying 2,017 nesting fe-
male warblers in all. 

They visited the nests ev-
ery three to five days from 
mid-April to early August, 
keeping track of when each 
bird laid its first egg and the 
birds’ overall reproductive 
output for each nesting 
season.

They also compared local 
April temperature trends 
with those of the Annual 
Global Land Temperature 
Anomaly data, a federal 
record compiled by the 
National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration. 

They found that local con-
ditions reflected global tem-
perature changes.

When local temperatures 
were warmer in April, the 
birds tended to lay their first 
eggs earlier in the spring 
and, on average, produced 
a greater number of off-
spring over the course of 
the breeding season. 

“It was exciting to see 
that the birds could be flex-
ible and adjust their timing 
of breeding to be earlier in 
warmer years and benefit by 
doing so,” Schelsky said. 

Starting earlier meant 
more of the birds could 
raise additional broods of 
offspring.

As the warming trend 
continues, conditions may 
change in ways that harm 
the birds’ reproductive ca-
pacity, Hoover said.

“Even though these war-
blers currently produce 
more offspring in warmer 
years, continued global 
warming may eventually 
upset the balance between 
arrival dates, food resources 
and the commencement of 
nesting,” he said. 

For example, warmer 
temperatures could cause 
local wetlands to dry up 
during the nesting season, 
cutting off the steady sup-
ply of insects the birds rely 
on to raise their young and 
increasing the exposure of 
nests to predators.

INHS is a division of the 
Prairie Research Institute at 
the University of Illinois.

VFW post plans drive-thru, 
dine chicken leg quarter dinner

A drive-thru or dine in 
chicken leg quarter dinner 
is planned at the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Carroll P. 
Foster Post No. 3455. The 
post is located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna.

The VFW plans to serve 
the dinner on Friday, April 
9. Serving is scheduled 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

The menu will include a 
chicken leg quarter, pasta 
salad, deviled eggs and 
dessert for a donation of 
$10. 

Those who would like 
to order a meal are asked 
to call 833-7737 any day, 
but no later than 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, today, to make 

reservations for pick up or 
dining in so the VFW can 
make sure there are not too 
many people in the back 
hall and social distancing 
can be set up.

Those who order dinners 
are asked to have correct 
change; no credit or debit 
cards can be accepted.

Bingo
Xtreme Bar Bingo is 

scheduled at the Anna VFW 
post on Monday, April 12.

The kitchen is scheduled 
to open at 6 p.m. Bingo will 
start at 7 p.m. 

A maximum of 50 people 
will be allowed at this time. 
There is no charge to play 
bingo.

Gardening 
offers many
benefits

A continuously connect-
ed lifestyle can drain in-
ternal batteries quickly, 
but digging into the world 
outside may be the best way 
to rejuvenate, revitalize and 
recharge.

“The gadgets of garden-
ing aren’t flashy: a shovel, 
pruners, hoses and bags 
of seeds,” says Martha A. 
Smith, a University of Illi-
nois Extension horticulture 
educator. “All are simple 
yet practical, and useful but 
not at all high-tech.”

Whether it’s to have ac-
cess to healthy foods, the 
exercise or to spend time 
with others, gardening is a 
gratifying, practical hobby.

Gardener responses to 
a National Garden Bureau 
survey about why they gar-
den hailed the health, eco-
nomic and social benefits, 
and extolled the many joys 
found in working the land. 

PARC grant
grant funds
awarded

More than $24.9 million 
in state grant funding has 
been approved for local 
governments in Illinois to 
construct, renovate and 
improve buildings or to 
purchase land to be used 
for public access and rec-
reation. 

The funding is made 
available through the Park 
and Recreational Facility 
Construction Act, PARC, 
grant program.

PARC is part of the Re-
build Illinois capital pro-
gram.

The PARC grant program 
is administered by the Illi-
nois Department of Natural 
Resources, IDNR.

The PARC grant program 
provides up to 90 percent of 
project costs to help build, 
renovate and improve rec-
reational buildings used by 
the public or purchase land 
to be used for public access 
and recreational purposes, 
with local governments 
matching the value of the 
grants awarded.
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The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place along the way, and how they had come to recognize him in the breaking of 
bread. While they were still speaking about this, he stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled? And 
why do questions arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does 
not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.”

And as he said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of baked fish; he took it and ate it in front of them.

He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law 
of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.

And he said to them, “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance, 
for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 
things.” From the Gospel of Luke
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Public Notice

Parcel Number Owners/Parties Interested Cert Number Street Or Common Address
04-31-02-784-E FLICK, JOSEPH ALLEN 2017-00016 315 VINES RD
04-31-02-784-E FLICK, RACHEL 2017-00016 315 VINES RD
05-19-03-423- SUN INDUSTRIES

RA/PRES: SAMUEL K STRATEMEYER
2017-00025 OFF SOUTH ST.

05-20-03-622-A KELLER, MICHAEL G 2017-00031 E HIGH ST
05-20-03-622-A GUPTA, VINOD C 2017-00031 E HIGH ST
05-20-03-622-A V GUPTA INC

ATTN: VINOD C GUPTA
2017-00031 E HIGH ST

05-20-03-622-A ANNA JONESBORO BIN CO INC 2017-00031 E HIGH ST
05-20-03-622-A TCF INVENTORY FINANCE, INC.

RA: C T CORPORATION SYSTEM
2017-00031 E HIGH ST

05-20-03-622-A TCF INVENTORY FINANCE, INC
PRS: MARK J WREND

2017-00031 E HIGH ST

05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS JEFFREY SCOTT
HEIRS AND DEVISEES

2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.

05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS, JEFFREY SHANE 2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.
05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS, CATHY 2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.
05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS, MICHELLE

AKA MYERS, MICHELLE
2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.

05-20-03-703- REYNOLDS, MELISSA
AKA MORRIS, MELISSA

2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.

05-20-03-703- NEKOLA, CHRISTIE
AKA DILLMAN, CHRISTIE

2017-00032 2 KELLER CT.

06-24-04-718-A KRAATZ, DANN R 2017-00043 CYPRESS RD
06-24-04-718-A KRAATZ, MARTHA J 2017-00043 CYPRESS RD
06-25-04-846- US SMALL BUSINESS ADM 2017-00046 124 FRONT ST
06-25-04-846- EARNHART, JUSTIN T 2017-00046 124 FRONT ST
06-25-04-846- EARNHART-GAILA, TONI 2017-00046 124 FRONT ST
06-25-04-846- U.S. SMALL BUSINESS 

ADMINISTRATION
LOAN SPECIALIST: RODRINA 
CHAPMAN

2017-00046 124 FRONT ST

06-30-04-957-A SUN INDUSTRIES
RA/PRES: SAMUEL K STRATEMEYER

2017-00050 IL 127 & PUSH LN.

07-10-05-267- SUN INDUSTRIES
RA/PRES: SAMUEL K STRATEMEYER

2017-00054 7780 STATE RT 127 N

08-36-06-261- PEARSON, LILLIAN M
HEIRS AND DEVISEES

2017-00066 110 CROSS FERRY LN

08-36-06-261- KINDER, KRISTIN
AKA KINDER, KRISTIN

2017-00066 110 CROSS FERRY LN

08-36-06-261- KINDER, LESLIE 2017-00066 110 CROSS FERRY LN
08-36-06-261- KINDER, HEATH 2017-00066 110 CROSS FERRY LN
11-25-07-046-A1 WILSON, JOSEPH D 2017-00070 90 OAK ST
11-25-07-046-A1 FIRST SOUTHERN BANK 2017-00070 90 OAK ST
14-00-08-651- HURLEY, GEORGE L

HEIRS AND DEVISEES
2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.

14-00-08-651- HURLEY, DONNA KAY
HEIRS AND DEVISEES

2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.

14-00-08-651- CROSS, CARLA 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- HURLEY, STANLEY 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- NELSON, RUTH 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- HURLEY, RONNIE 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- BARNES, HAROLD 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-08-651- COMMERCE BANK 2017-00081 203 GREEN ST.
14-00-09-254- MIDLAND FUNDING LLC

RA - MIDLAND CREDIT MANAGEMENT 
INC

2017-00085 324 E. LEWIS ST.

14-00-09-254- SMITH, JOHN P JR 2017-00085 324 E. LEWIS ST.
14-00-09-953-2 MIDDLETON HEATING & COOLING INC 2017-00087 POPLAR ST
14-00-10-360- KI CONSULTING GROUP LLC 2017-00097 119 MILL ST.
14-00-10-360- V GUPTA INC

ATTN: VINOD C GUPTA
2017-00097 119 MILL ST.

14-00-10-361- KI CONSULTING GROUP LLC 2017-00098 119 MILL ST.
14-00-10-361- V GUPTA INC

ATTN: VINOD C GUPTA
2017-00098 119 MILL ST.

14-00-10-386- BELL, DWAYNE L 2017-00099 NE FRONT ST.
14-00-10-720- FARROW, JOAN R

HEIRS AND DEVISEES
2017-00107 CAIRO ST

14-00-10-720- FARROW, MARK 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- VOEGELE, ROBERTA

HEIRS AND DEVISEES
2017-00107 CAIRO ST

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE NO. 2019-TX-
1 TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, TO THEIR UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
DEVISEES), AND TO THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND TO ALL INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS AND 
AGENCIES THEREOF, INCLUDING AMONG OTHERS ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES- 
COLLECTIONS, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, ILLINOIS 
DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPT OF HEALTHCARE & FAMILY 
SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) GENERAL COUNSEL AND UNION COUNTY CLERK, UNION COUNTY 
TREASURER, UNION COUNTY STATE'S ATTORNEY, CITY OF JONESBORO AND CITY OF ANNA, 
VILLAGE OF COBDEN, AND TO OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND PARTIES INTERESTED IN 
THE PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:

14-00-10-720- NELSON, ELAINE 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- WINTERS, CATHERINE 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- FARROW, GEOFFREY 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- FARROW, MARY 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-10-720- FAHEY, ANITA 2017-00107 CAIRO ST
14-00-11-388- TURNER, BETTY 2017-00120 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.
14-00-11-388- SHAWNEE VALLEY UTILITIES 2017-00120 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.
14-00-11-388- ANNA HOSPITAL CORPORATION

RA: C T CORPORATION SYSTEM
2017-00120 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.

14-00-11-389- TURNER, BETTY 2017-00121 REAR 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.
14-00-11-389- SHAWNEE VALLEY UTILITIES 2017-00121 REAR 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.
14-00-11-389- ANNA HOSPITAL CORPORATION

RA: C T CORPORATION SYSTEM
2017-00121 REAR 60 NORTH ST. & WEST ST.

14-00-11-735- SMITH, JOHN PAUL JR 2017-00130 CROWELL HEIGHTS LOOP
14-00-11-735- MIDLAND FUNDING LLC

RA - MIDLAND CREDIT MANAGEMENT 
INC

2017-00130 CROWELL HEIGHTS LOOP

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVESAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON MARCH 13, 2019, FOR 
GENERALTAXES FOR THE YEAR 2017 AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD OF 
REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 21, 2021.  TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A  
PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECTING ISSUANCE OF TAX DEEDS HAS BEEN FILED IN THE ABOVESAID 
CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED PARCELS BY UNION COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON 
OCTOBER 13, 2021 AT 9:00 AM, SAID PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER THAT A TAX DEED 
ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVESAID PARCEL NOT REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 21, 2021. 
/S/ UNION COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
ADDRESS: 309 W MARKET ST ROOM 116, JONESBORO, IL 62952
TELEPHONE: (618) 833-5711

Grow
MOREL MUSHROOMS

CREATE A MOREL GARDEN IN YOUR BACK YARD
We provide the seed and easy to use instructions

for preparing an outdoor Morel Habitat.
You just sow the seed, maintain the Morel Habitat,

and pick and enjoy pounds of fresh Morels

$33.95 + $8.65 S/H -- ORDER 707-829-7301

GOURMET MUSHROOMS
P.O. BOX 515 CN21 * GRATON, CA 95444

www.gmushrooms.org
Spawn Guaranteed to Produce

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A morning worship 

service was held Sunday, 
April 4, at 10:35 a.m. in the 
church and on Zoom. Pastor 
Randy Wright and the wor-
ship team led the singing.

A children’s Easter pro-
gram, “The True Meaning 
of Easter,” was presented 
for the congregation. The 
program was written and 
directed by Lilly Hancock 
and Madison Schnaare.

The pastor’s message on 
Easter Sunday was titled 
“The Resurrection Power 
Living in You.” Scripture 
was from Matthew and 
John.

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and 
on the church’s Facebook 
page.

Birthday: Marilyn El-
kins, April 9.

A combined Sunday 
School and church board 
meeting is planned at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, today, in the 
fellowship hall.

Friday night Bible study 
is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 9, on Zoom. 
Pastor Wright can be texted 
for the password prior to the 
meeting.

Illinois District chil-
dren’s Bible quiz is planned 
at 10 a.m. on April 10 in 
Pittsfield.

Adult Sunday School 
is planned at 9:30 a.m. on 
April 11.

Sunday School for chil-
dren is planned from 9:45 

News from

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro
On Easter Sunday, April 

4, the church’s Celebra-
tion Choir, directed by Dee 
Rose, presented a cantata, 
“One Day.” Debbie York 
was the pianist. 

Pastor Perry Williams 
shared a few thoughts after 
the cantata regarding soci-
ety at the time of the cruci-
fixion and modern day life.  

The service was sent via 
transmitter for worshippers 
who stayed in their cars on 
the church’s lower parking 
lot while tuned in to their 
radios on station 87.9 FM. 

The service also was 
live streamed on Facebook, 

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church in Anna had a 
beautiful Easter service on Sunday. Serena Hasty 
sang a solo,  “Hallelujah,” and Pastor Mark Hasty’s 
message was about the resurrection. Prayers were 
offered for the sick and suffering, and for those 
grieving the loss of loved ones. 

The men planned to have a night out on Monday. 
Hands of Faith planned to meet on Tuesday. Bible 
study for both Mt. Moriah and Salem Lutheran 
Church in Jonesboro is scheduled on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of the month at Salem. Photos 
provided.

News from
Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church, Anna

News from

Camp Ground Church, Community
It was good to have Rev. 

Thompson back in the pul-
pit for Easter week services.

On Good Friday evening, 
a service of scripture and 
Holy Communion was held.

With vaccinations avail-
able and the local virus 
cases going down, it was 
wonderful to have most of 
the congregation back wor-
shiping together on Easter 
Sunday morning, as well as 
visitors in attendance.  

Rev. Thompson’s ser-
mon was titled “But Christ 
Arose!” Scripture was from 
Paul’s first letter to the 

church at Corinth.
The sermon shared that 

“skeptics deny Christ’s 
resurrection. They say the 
disciples must have stolen 
Christ’s body and made up 
the resurrection story.

“The stone weighed pos-
sibly up to two tons and was 
in a ‘runner’ to keep it tight-
ly in place. The tomb had a 
24/7 guard detail.  Stealing 
the body would have been 
impossible.

“After His resurrection, 
Christ appeared first to his 
disciples and close follow-
ers, then to hundreds at a 

time. He even appeared 
to Saul on the road to Da-
mascus. All were changed/
believed/accepted Christ as 
their savior after seeing the 
risen Lord.

“If Christ had not arisen, 
all we have been taught and 
preach would be useless.  If 
Christ had not arisen, we 
would still be mired in our 
sin.  If Christ had not arisen, 
there would be no hope for 
anyone.

“But He did arise from 
the grave. Easter is God’s 
‘Amen’ to Good Friday.  

“He is alive. He is risen 
indeed.”

All are welcome at Camp 
Ground Church for in-per-
son study Bible study at 
9:30 a.m. on Sunday, fol-
lowed by worship at 10:30 
a.m.  

Services are also avail-
able via Zoom. Any mem-
ber of the congregation can 
be contacted to learn how 
to be connected to the link.

Linda Halterman Kru-
ger, daughter of the late 
Austin Halterman of the 
Camp Ground community, 
passed away last Tuesday 
evening in Nashville, Tenn.  
A graveside service will be 
held later in the spring at 
Camp Ground Cemetery.

Many of the church’s 
families enjoyed being with 
their extended families over 
the Easter weekend after 
enduring the long COVID 
“winter”.

Sara Rogers Poole cel-
ebrated her birthday Tues-
day, April 6. Raelynn Bon-
ner will have a birthday on 
April 12.

where it can be viewed.
The church’s Facebook 

page has videos and the 
latest information about 
possible closings.

The church hosted an 
Easter egg hunt Saturday 
afternoon, April 3. Thanks 
go to all who attended and 
to all who helped to make 
the event a success.

This week, the church’s 
hospitality committee plans 
to host a football break-
fast on Friday, April 9, to 
bless the Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
football team.

Birthdays: Isabel Tehan-

don, April 8; Eugene Ben-
field, April 10.

Anniversaries: Eugene 
and Kim Benefield, April 
5, 41 years; Floyd and Edna 
Dallas, April 8, 69 years.

Currently, the regular 
schedule for worship at 
Jonesboro First Baptist 
Church includes Sunday 
School classes on Sunday 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and 
Sunday evening worship 
at 6 p.m. 

Prayer and Bible study, 
as well as youth group 
meetings, are scheduled at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

a.m. to 10:15 a.m. on April 
11.

A morning worship ser-
vice is planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, April 11, in the 
sanctuary. CDC guidelines 
will be followed by wearing 
masks, social distancing and 
families sitting together. 

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on April 14, with praise and 
worship in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom and Chil-
dren’s Bible quizzing in the 
fellowship hall, with CDC 
guidelines being followed 
by wearing masks and so-
cial distancing. The pastor 
can be texted prior to the 
meeting for the password.

During this time, the 
church can be contacted 
by calling the church office 
at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary or 
by calling Pastor Wright at 
618-534-7103.

Kindergarten
screenings set
in Cobden

Cobden Unit School Dis-
trict No. 17 has scheduled 
kindergarten screenings on 
Wednesday, April 21.

Parents or guardians of 
a child who will be 5 years 
old by Sept. 1 who live in 
the Cobden School District 
are asked to call 893-2311 
to schedule a kindergarten 
screening appointment. 
Screenings are by appoint-
ment only.

The school district asks 
that the child and all of the 
following information be 
brought to the appointment:

The child’s birth certifi-
cate (a certified birth certifi-
cate, not the hospital copy).

The child’s immuniza-
tion record.

Proof of income (W-2s, 
at least three pay stubs, tax 
return).

Proof of residency in the 
Cobden School District 
(utility bill, tax bill, official 
document with a physical 
address on it).

Garden club
meeting set

The Anna-Jo Garden 
Club plans to meet on Tues-
day, April 13.

The meeting is sched-
uled to begin at 6:30 p.m. 
and will be at the United 
Methodist Church at 111 W. 
Monroe St. in Anna.

A brief history of the 
club is scheduled to be the 
program for the evening.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Dori 

Bigler, who was honored  
citizen of the year at the 
Union County Chamber 
of Commerce & Econom-
ic Development Gala last 
Friday night. The Kitchen 
on Lafayette for business 
of the year. Most improved 
Havisham House. New 
business Salon Euphoria.

Chamber Meeting
April 8 at noon the Union 

County Chamber of Com-
merce & Economic Dev. 
will meet at the Shawnee 
Extension Center for their 
monthly meeting.

90th Birthdays
A birthday dinner par-

ty was held at Giant City 
Lodge for Geneva Elkins 
and Eva Anderson’s 90th 
birthday celebration. Those 
attending were Randy, Al-

Dori and Jack Bigler spent spring break in 
Arizona.

Chip Haag, Barb Haag, Corbin Zeisset, Allie 
Zeisset, Dori and Jack Bigler.

Chip Haag, Corbin Zeisset, Allie Zeisset, Jack 
and Dori Bigler. Chip is Dori’s uncle and godfather.

Arizona trip: Dori and Jack Bigler spent spring 
break in Arizona with family visiting Dori’s uncle 
and godfather Chip and Barb Haag,  Allie and 
Corbin  Zeisset. They spent time in Fountain Hills, 
hiked in Sedona, went sightseeing in Jerome and 
stayed in Prescott. They went on a boat ride at  
Canyon Lake, went to Tortilla Flat, the last surviving 
stagecoach stop along the Apache trail and visited 
Goldfield Ghost Town,  which has an amazing view 
of Superstition Mountain.

Window display: April artist  of the month at the Little Egypt Art Center in 
Marion is Marie Samuel, shown with her display.  “Inspired by Words” is a 
new series of small art quilts with short quotes by well known writers such as 
Helen Keller and Abraham Lincoln. The exhibit will be at LEAA for the month 
of April and can be seen any time. This retired art teacher and exhibiting fiber 
and mixed media watercolor artist enjoys using text in eco-arts expressions. 
Creating handmade books is another challenge and way to pay tribute to 
writers and poets.

Police Chief David Wilkins and his wife Liz will 
be opening a florist shop in May. Country Roads 
Flowers & Gifts in Jonesboro. They recently 
traveled to Houston, Texas, for a floral design 
master class with floral designer Michael Gaffney.

Keri Clark, Union County circuit clerk, Martha 
Ann Webb, Anna city commissioner, and Tyler 
Tripp, Union County state’s attorney, were among 
those who attended the annual Union County Child 
Abuse Prevention Month kick off April 1. If you 
see something, say something. Hotline number: 
1-800-25-ABUSE.

Donated sign for the dedication of the Linda 
Clutts Memorial that will be placed next to the 
picnic table in her honor in the Anna-Jo Garden 
Club Park, (Hindman Park), Anna City Park next 
to McDonald’s. The dedication will be at 5:30 p.m. 
May 20 right before the evening garden walk that 
will be from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. that evening. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. This was Linda’s favorite 
saying. Keep a smile on your face and a song in 
your heart. She even had a stamp made with this on 
it so she could stamp her cards instead of writing it 
out each time she sent a card. Linda was an asset 
to our community and is missed very much.

ice and Reed Tucker, Ver-
non and Cindy Tucker, 
Thommy and Rob Kolb, 
Sheryl Netherton and Cathy 
Freeman.

Trip
Barbara House of Anna 

and Ruth Sistler of Vienna 
enjoyed a trip to Nashville, 
Tenn., and Arkansas.

Visiting Anna, Jones-
boro

John Davis Newman of 
Smithfield has been visiting 
family and friends in his 
hometown and area.  He 
ate Easter dinner with his 
daughter Lisa and family 
in Jackson, Mo.

Guest
Guest of Shirley West 

was her daughter Lisa from 
St. Louis.

Rhymer Family News 
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er recently spent the day 

with her brother David and 
Tammy Chamness and their 
granddaughter Winrey who 
live in Melber, Ky. 

Violet and Mason Yates 
enjoyed the Easter egg 
hunts at the Dongola Park 
held by the Dongola Fire 
Department and anoth-
er one later in the day at 
the Dongola First Baptist 
Church, April 3.

Willie and Terrie Rhym-
er enjoyed the Rhymer/
Schultz family Easter get 
together at the home of 
Jamie and Rebecca Yates 
in Anna. There were 21 in 
attendance.  The little ones 
hunted eggs after a great 
dinner on April 3. This was 
only half of the normal 
family members.

Easter Dinner
Martha Ann Webb treat-

ed her family Bessie and 
Curt Ellis and Elijah Ellis 
and Molly Siebert to a Eas-
ter dinner at Olive Garden 
in Cape Girardeau after 
they all attended Easter 
service at United Methodist 
Church in Anna. 

Elijah and Molly and 
Molly’s mother Erin  at-
tended the early sunrise 
Service at Bald Knob Cross. 
Bessie dyed eggs later in the 
evening for everyone to 
enjoy.

51st Wedding Anni-
versary

Bob and Terri Dover cel-
ebrated their wedding anni-
versary at Olive Garden in 
Cape Girardeau. Wishing 
them many more wonderful 
years together.

Thanks
A special thanks to Mrs. 

David Maske and John and 
Stephanie VanDalle for 
giving me credit when they 
took out a new  subscription 
for The Gazette-Democrat. 

A special thanks to Lloyd 
and Carlena Thompson, 
Rev. Steve and Elaine Shep-
herd and Golda Kesler for 
giving me credit when they 
renewed their subscription 
to The Gazette-Democrat.

April Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month

The 11th annual Union 
County Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month kick off 
April 1 was a cool but 
beautiful day with the sun 
shining. 

T h e  h o t l i n e  n u m -
ber for child abuse is 1 
800-25-ABUSE. Blue rib-
bons and bows are tradi-
tional symbols of child 
abuse awareness. Tie rib-
bons or bows around trees, 
wear a ribbon each day 
in April, and encourage 
awareness.

Pinwheels for Preven-
tions. The pinwheel is the 
national symbol for child 
abuse and neglect preven-
tion. it is a call to action and 
a symbol of hope. 

Go Blue Day April 9 con-
nect with fellow advocates 
raise awareness! Share pho-
tos using #Go BlueIllinois 
#Great Childhoods.

Birthdays
March 31 Shirley West,  

Geneva Elkins and Eva 
Anderson, Angela  Gordon. 
April 3 Tom Sadowski, 
April 4 Brad Cross.

Little Egypt Red Hat 
Ladies

Queen Mom Joan Graves 
Edwards has announced 
there will be a Red Hat 
dinner meeting at Golden 
Corral in Carbondale April 
21 at 11 a.m.

Social distancing and 
masks must be worn to and 
from the food bar. Bring 
a guest and come join the 
ladies.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church 

April birthdays:  8th Will 
Halter, 9th Jennie Bridge-
man, 10th Sydnie Ralls, 
13th  Linda Simpson, Dar-
ryl Williams, Aaron Wright, 
14th September Davis, Patti 
Hannahs.

Anniversary: April 14th 
Jerry and Pam Land.

Attendance for March 
28: 8 a.m. service 70 10:30 
a.m. service 93, Small 
group 170.

Anna Heights will be 
resuming Sunday evening 
worship on April 11 at 6 
p.m.

Pregnancy Matters Walk 
for Life is Saturday, May 1.

Family Night Out, Satur-
day, May 8, from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. in the FLC. Spaghetti 
dinner, bounce houses and 
music by Wings of Eagles. 
$5 a person suggested do-
nation. Sponsored by the 
Early Learning Center.

Momma Lou’s project 
for April 29 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the FLC Chapel is a brace-
let. Sign up and pay $5 by 
Sunday, April 18.

Operation Christmas 
Child collection for month 
of April is boys’ underwear.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon se-
ries:  Who is this Man?  
This week: He is the Risen 
One, with scripture from 
Mark.  

The Anna Heights family 
is grieving the loss of one 
of its precious members, 
Martha Jerrell. She served 
many years at the church 
rocking the babies during 
Sunday School.

Vi e n n a  M e t h o d i s t 
Church

Several from Anna at-
tended the Maundy Thurs-
day service where Rev. Tim 
Gossett also preaches. Pre-
lude was Near The Cross. 

Rev. Tim welcomed ev-
eryone and  prayed for 
blessings and for those who 
are sick. Hymns were Ivory 
Palaces and Go to Dark 
Gethsemane. Dean Corbit 
prayed for Rev. Tim before 
his message. 

Rev. Tim’s message was 
Portrait of Betrayal, with 
scripture from John and 
Matthew.

Celebration of Holy 
Communion was taken. 
Rev. Tim took everyone 
from the last supper Je-
sus had with his disciples  
where he told them all that 
would happen to him. Ju-
das betraying Jesus for 30 
pieces of silver and Jesus 
praying in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.   

There was a Good Friday 
service at the park in Vienna 
at noon.

Good Friday Service
United Methodist Church 

Anna prelude by Carla An-
derson was There Is Power 
in the Blood of the Lamb, 
He Washed Me White as 
Snow and Nothing but the 
Blood of Jesus. Hymns 
Were You There and The 
Old Rugged Cross. 

Rev. Tim Gossett’s eve-
ning prayer and Message 
was On Death Row, Re-
membering Jesus’s final 
hours on earth before the 
crucifixion. Jesus had been 
betrayed by Judas denied 
by Peter, falsely accused 
and sentenced to death on 
the cross, with scripture 
from Mark. 

Loaves and Fishes
Loaves and Fishes will be 

at United Methodist Church 
Anna Tuesday, April 20, 
from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
It will be meat and long 
lasting pantry items for our 
community.   

Thankful for Volun-
teers

 Wanda Burklow, District 
25, president of GFWC 
General Federation of 
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Public Notice

Parcel Numbe Owners/Parties Interested Cert Number Street Or Common Address
01-015- BRINKER, RUSSELL 2017-90001 1310 S ROCKY COMFORD RD
01-015- BRINKER, VINCE 2017-90001 1310 S ROCKY COMFORD RD
02-217- JOHNSON, KAREN L 2017-90005 1030 CAMPGROUND ROAD
04-017- CHAIRES, CIRO 2017-90007 550 WRIGHTS CROSSING ROAD
04-051- MINTON, GERALDINE 2017-90008
05-314-A ARCHEY, LORETTA 2017-90011 800 N GREEN YOUNGS LOT 3
05-314-A BLEVINS, ARTHUR III 2017-90011 800 N GREEN YOUNGS LOT 3
05-314-A HANS ASSMAN 2017-90011 800 N GREEN YOUNGS LOT 3
05-502- KNIGHT, GARY 2017-90014  WATKINS MH CT LOT 2
05-502- POST, BETTY 2017-90014  WATKINS MH CT LOT 2
08-072- ANGLIN, BARBARA 2017-90018 321 WILLIARDS FERRY ROAD
08-072- U.S. BANK N.A., AS TRUSTEE, 

FOR MANUFACTURED 
HOUSING SR/SUBORDINATE 
TRUST 1999-4
NEWREZ LLC, F/K/A NEW 
PENN FINANCIAL D/B/A 
SHELL POINT MTG SRVG

2017-90018 321 WILLIARDS FERRY ROAD

08-136- ROBINSON, TULLEY 2017-90019 840 BERRYVILLE ROAD
08-136- ROBINSON, LINDA 2017-90019 840 BERRYVILLE ROAD
08-155- BELL, MIKE 2017-90020 255 WHEATON DR
08-155- BELL, TERI 2017-90020 255 WHEATON DR
08-526- KNIGHT, RICHARD D 2017-90021 743 BERRYVILLE ROAD
08-554- TREXLER, HEATHER 2017-90022 27 PUSH LN
09-007- GOODMAN, REBECCA 2017-90023 450 HARVEL LANE
11-014- CALHOUN, MICHAEL 2017-90024
11-014- CALHOUN, MARTINA

AKA MARTINA SUE TERBRAK
2017-90024

14-079- CAMPBELL, HOMER 2017-90026 420 E CHESTNUT
14-321- BROWN, NICKOLAS 2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR
14-321- BROWN-JACHSON, SACHA 2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR
14-321- LINTON, MARK P 2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR
14-321- LINTON, JANETTE P 2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR
14-321- 1ST FINANCIAL BANK FSB

NKA ASSOCIATED BANK, NA
2017-90027 25 FOLLIS DR

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE 
2019-TX-1: TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, TO THEIR 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES), AND TO THE ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF STATE 
VEHICLE SERVICES, ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF STATE, ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF 
STATE, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL AND UNION COUNTY CLERK, UNION COUNTY 
TREASURER AND DITECH FINANCIAL LLC CORP AGENT: C T CORP SYSTEM, DITECH 
FINANCIAL LLC MANAGER: GREEN TREE SERVICING CORP, UNION COUNTY STATES 
ATTORNEY, AND TO OCCUPANTS AND UNKNOWN OWNERS AND PARTIES 
INTERESTED IN THE PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:

TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVESAID MOBILE HOMES WERE SOLD ON MARCH 13, 
2019, FOR DELINQUENT MOBILE HOME LOCAL SERVICES TAXES FOR THE YEAR 2018 
AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD OF REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE 
EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 21, 2021.  TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A  PETITION FOR 
ORDER DIRECTING ISSUANCE OF TAX CERTIFICATES OF TITLE HAS BEEN FILED IN 
THE ABOVESAID CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED MOBILE HOMES BY UNION 
COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON OCTOBER 13, 2021 AT 9:00 AM, SAID 
PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER THAT A TAX CERTIFICATE OF TITLE ISSUE 
AS TO EACH ABOVESAID MOBILE HOME NOT REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2021. /S/ UNION COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK
ADDRESS: 309 W MARKET ST ROOM 116, JONESBORO, IL 62952
TELEPHONE: (618) 833-5711

Couples face increased stress from  long-term effects of COVID-19
URBANA – There have 

been numerous studies and 
articles investigating the 
effects of COVID-19 on 
marriage and committed 
relationships. 

The results are mixed, 
but there’s no question 
the pandemic has caused 
massive disruptions and 

changes in family and work 
life. The overall effects on 
couples are still difficult to 
discern.

A study by the American 
Family Survey, a recent 
nationally representative 
survey of 3,000 Americans, 
revealed both positive and 
negative results. 

Marriages are facing ex-
tra stress and the marriage 
rate is expected to dip. 

“Husbands’ and wives’ 
commitment to one another 
has deepened, and, at least 
in the short term, divorce 
is likely to fall,” the report 
authors claim. 

“The pandemic’s family 
fallout seems to have hit 
working-class and poor 
couples especially hard.”

University of Illinois 
Extension educator Tessa 
Hobbs-Curley emphasizes 
many of the same concerns. 

“COVID-19 has created 
stress for many couples. 
Tension increases due to the 
uncertainty of one’s future: 
economics, health con-
cerns, and more. Stress can 
spill over to our personal 
lives and affect the quality 
of our close relationships,” 
Hobbs-Curley says.

The AFS reports shows 
that 34 percent of married 
men and women reported 
increased stress in their 
marriage because of the 
pandemic. 

Strikingly, though per-
haps not surprising, this 
rate was higher (45 percent) 
among men and women 
who also experienced nega-
tive financial effects during 
the pandemic.

Sudden widespread job 
losses have created finan-
cial uncertainty and hard-
ship, as well as a lack of 
stability in housing situa-
tions for many couples and 
families. 

These issues, combined 
with the increased stress 
created for all couples by 
the pandemic, can prove 
especially damaging to 
relationships.

Hobbs-Curley points to 
a recent publication from 
Scott Stanley and How-
ard Markman discussing 
ways in which professional 
counselors can help couples 
struggling in the shadow of 
COVID-19. 

Many people find them-
selves in a world that feels 
unsafe, fostering high levels 
of stress and anxiety and 
threatening fundamental 
safety needs that support 
strong, healthy relation-
ships.

A surge in stress and 
discontinuity increases the 
risk that some people will 
behave aggressively. 

In a couple, this may lead 
to an increase in arguments 
that become physical. 

Or, in already dangerous 
and physically abusive re-
lationships, the limited mo-
bility caused by COVID-19 
could decrease a person’s 
ability to escape or distance 
themselves from an abuser.

Emotional safety, or the 
extent to which one partner 
is able to relax around the 
other, can be threatened by 
the challenges associated 
with COVID-19, especially 
when couples are forced to 
spend more time together, 
Hobbs-Curley says. 

When opportunities to 
find space from each other 
become limited, it’s much 
easier for conflicts to es-
calate. 

Some couples may lose 
access to the things that typ-
ically kept them connected 
to each other, like travelling 
or going out to dinner.

“Changes that must be 
made in light of COVID-19 
will replace quality time 
together with preoccupation 
with how to cope with oth-
er changes in their lives,” 
Stanley and Markman re-
port. 

For couples who already 
had a fragile system of 
mutual support or who 
depended on a community 
of support around them, 
the increased social iso-
lation necessitated by the 

New state pilot program
to support improvements for
child care in rural communities

The Illinois Governor’s 
Office of Early Childhood 
Development, GOECD, 
on Friday, March 19, an-
nounced a new pilot pro-
gram to address obstacles 
faced by rural child care 
providers in meeting the 
state’s quality of care stan-
dards. 

In partnership with the 
Illinois Department of Hu-
man Services, IDHS, GO-
ECD is providing 35 cen-
ters in rural counties with 
$3.8 million in funding per 
year to hire additional staff 
or increase the salaries of 
existing staff. 

The pilot program, made 
possible by both federal and 
state funding, is expect-
ed to run for three years, 
and builds on the Pritzker 
administration’s ongoing 
commitment to improving 
equity and accessibility to 
quality child care for all 
Illinois families.

Unlike other programs 
which reward child care 
providers already meeting 
quality of care standards, 
the pilot program facilitates 
grants to child care centers 
in need of additional sup-
port to increase quality of 
care. 

Participating centers will 
be reviewed using Excel-
eRate Illinois, the state’s 
quality and rating improve-
ment system for child care 
providers.

“Childcare providers 
frequently operate with 
limited or scarce resources 
and when the pandemic 

hit, the consequences on 
the childcare industry were 
devastating,” State Sen. 
Dale Fowler, R-Harrisburg, 
said in a news release. 

“The pandemic only re-
inforced the fact that child-
care centers are critical to 
working families. 

“This program will give 
facilities and workers in 
Southern Illinois some 
much needed financial as-
sistance to help them recov-
er and continue to provide 
the critical service they do 
to our communities.”

Centers in the South-
ern Illinois area which are 
participating in the pilot 
program include:

Bright Beginning Learn-
ing Day Care Center, LLC, 
Harrisburg. Kids Day Out, 
Murphysboro.

Little Angels Learn-
ing Center, Harrisburg. 
Malone’s Early Learning 
Center Inc., Carterville. 
Murry’s Child Develop-
ment Center, DeSoto. 

Robin’s Nest, Carbon-
dale. Robin’s Nest, Carter-
ville. Robin’s Nest, Marion. 
Yellow Brick Road Learn-
ing Adventure, Marion.

The 35 centers include 
577 teachers and assis-
tants in 104 infant/toddler 
classrooms, 63 preschool 
classrooms, and 37 school-
age rooms. 

The pilot program is 
supported by the federal 
Preschool Development 
Grant Birth through Five, 
PDG B-5, and state child 
care funds.

Twitter, eBay, Shopify urged
to prevent people from selling
fraudulent vaccination cards

Twitter, eBay and Shopi-
fy are being called on to 
act immediately to prevent 
people from selling fraud-
ulent Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
CDC, vaccination cards on 
their platforms. 

Illinois Attorney Gener-
al Kwame Raoul joined a 
bipartisan coalition of 32 
attorneys general in raising 
concerns about the public 
health risks of these fake 
cards in a letter to the com-
panies’ CEOs.

 “Not only do these fraud-
ulent vaccination cards 
violate the laws of many 
states, but more urgently, 
they threaten the health 
of our communities and 
our progress in battling 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic,” Raoul said in a news 
release. 

“I am committed to pro-
tecting the health and safety 
of Illinois residents, and I 
urge the CEOs of Twitter, 
eBay and Shopify to take 
action to help us protect 
our communities and stop 
this dangerous, fraudulent 
practice.”

Legitimate vaccination 
cards are given by providers 
when they administer the 
vaccine. 

People who buy fake 
cards can have their own 
information added to the 
card or add it in themselves, 
so it appears they have been 
vaccinated when they have 
not. 

In the letter, members 
of the coalition ask the 
CEOs to:

 Monitor their platforms 
for ads or links selling blank 
or fraudulently-completed 

vaccination cards.
Promptly take down ads 

or links that are selling 
cards.

Preserve records and in-
formation about the ads and 
the people who were selling 
them.

Raoul also cautions Illi-
nois residents to be vigilant 
and to protect themselves 
from scams and fraud re-
lated to COVID vaccination 
cards. 

Raoul issued a consum-
er alert warning people to 
avoid posting images of 
vaccination cards on social 
media, since they include 
personal information that 
scammers can use and of-
fered steps people can take 
to protect themselves.

Raoul is also urging 
people to avoid websites 
that claim to sell vaccina-
tion cards or doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

Illinois public health of-
ficials are overseeing the 
vaccine’s distribution, and 
residents will be able to 
receive the vaccine only 
through a designated health 
or vaccine clinic. 

Consumers also should 
be aware that Medicare or 
Medicaid will not call se-
niors or residents to proac-
tively offer the COVID-19 
vaccine. 

Residents are advised 
to consult their health care 
providers or local health 
departments for guidance 
in determining when the 
vaccine will be available to 
them. A list of local health 
departments is available 
on the Illinois Department 
of Public Health’s website.

pandemic could prove es-
pecially damaging.

It is important for cou-
ples to learn to recognize 
the danger of allowing an 
emotional impulse in a 
moment of frustration to 
undermine the sense of a 
future for the relationship, 
especially in a time when 
everything else around 
them seems so uncertain. 

This can be extreme-
ly difficult to accomplish 
alone, in a compressed 
environment, and under 
increased stress.

At the University of Il-
linois, family studies re-
searchers have partnered 
with Illinois Extension to 
offer the Illinois Strong 
Couples Project.

The project is an on-
line program for Illinois 
couples seeking help for 
their relationship during a 
time when more traditional 
forms of support may be 
less accessible to them be-
cause of safety regulations 
or financial constraints. 

Participation was full, 
though additional oppor-
tunities were expected to 
become available. 

The pandemic has been 
a time of marked destabi-
lization, when roles and 
routines have been radically 
altered. 

One of the keys that 
Stanley and Markman em-
phasize for protecting a 
relationship is to optimize 
thinking carefully and work 
together during times of 
transition.

Early findings from re-
cent studies suggest that 
many couples are coping 
relatively well, but others 
are certainly being nega-
tively impacted by the stress 

of the current moment and 
we have yet to see how the 
massive upheaval created 
by the pandemic will af-
fect the long-term future of 
marriages and committed 
relationships.

“It is early, and many cou-
ples will need help,” Stanley 
and Markman say. 

Negative effects are buff-
ered if partners are equipped 

with the tools to manage 
conflict and maintain a 
supportive connection.

 Having a structured 
environment in which to 
confront and work through 
their issues becomes in-
finitely more important for 
a couple who is struggling 
with any or all of these 
threats to their relationship 
right now.

‘Rolling commencement’
ceremony set at Shawnee

Shawnee Community 
College is planning to have 
an in-person “rolling com-
mencement” ceremony for 
spring 2021 graduates.

Commencement is set for 
Friday, May 14, beginning 
at 5 p.m., on the college’s 
main campus near Ullin.

The college plans to hold 
the event simultaneously 
in two campus locations: 
the colleges education cen-
ter and the Edward Smith 
Gymnasium.  

Jacqueline Smith, the 
college’s administrative  
assistant to the vice presi-
dent of student success and 
services, said the rolling 
commencement will pro-
vide students with an op-
portunity to celebrate their 
accomplishments face-to-
face.

Such a celebration is 
what the college’s presi-
dent, Dr. Tim Taylor, and 
the campus community 
wanted to provide for stu-
dents, Smith said.

Students who participate 
in the ceremony will have 
an opportunity to receive 
photos during the event, as 
they, along with their fam-
ilies, are escorted through 
the ceremony one family 
at a time. 

Family members will 
also be allowed to attend 
during the time when de-
grees or certificates are 
conferred. 

All eligible students were 
mailed information packets 
outlining the process for 
participating in commence-
ment. 

Students who are inter-
ested in participating are 
encouraged to order their 
cap and gown by visiting 
www.jostens.com/apps/
store/customer/1073697/
Shawnee-Community-Col-
lege/. 

Orders can be placed 
through April 22. Students 
must RSVP by April 30 to 
participate in the ceremony.  

For more information 
about commencement at 
Shawnee Community Col-
lege, contact Jacqueline 
Smith by phone at 618-
634-3382 or by email at 
jacquelines@shawneecc.
edu.  

Summer is 
yard sale time.
To place your
yard sale ad,

just call 833-2158.
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For information, call 833-2158
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• Raking • Trim
ming • Mowing

Reasonable
 Rates • Free E

stimates 

Call between 9:00 a.m
. and 4:00 p.

m. Mon. 

thru Fri. for
 further info

rmation.

LAWN CARE 

SERVICES
(618) 833-4956

P.O. Box 232 • Goreville, IL 62939

(618) 995-2670

Dave's Heating, Cooling

    & Electric
24 Hour Service

Residential - Commercial

FREE Estimates - Licensed - Insured

2900 State Route 127 S. • Jonesboro, IL

(618) 833-6400

David Agne, Owner

400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL 62952

Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed

Orchard Supplies

Home & Garden

Auto 
WashPhi

llip
s'

4 Hand Wash and 1 Automatic Bay

164 E. Vienna St. • Anna

GURLEY & SON

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

 Anna, IL Carbondale, IL Metropolis, IL

 833-5211 457-1922 524-8511

Carlos Gurley 
Bumper Gurley

Alex N. Belcher
Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker

400 New Hope Road

Buncombe, IL 62912www.ollisauction.com

Office: (618) 833-2227

Toll Free: (800) 272-9791

Fax: (618) 833-3377

Email: alex@ollisauction.com

This spot can 
be yours! Call

833-2158 today!

Terry & Tina Riley • P.O. Box 127 • Anna, IL 62906

618-833-9225 • Parts Dept. 800-329-2632

Family Owned & Operated

We PRINT to please . . . (618) 833-1883 ext. 24
t-shirts • sport bags • sweat-suit garments

team uniforms • school collectibles

sign products and more!

pleasing our

customers for 

over 10 years!

Open:

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Custom Processing and Retail Meats

Deer Processing October 1 through January 30

Jason Martin, Owner

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906 • 833-5986

Try advertising on our 

"Business Board"

Let us make a difference 

for your business!

Online transactions encouraged

Illinois driver’s license expiration 
dates extended by secretary of state

Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White has issued a 
reminder urging the public 
to visit his office’s website 
at www.cyberdriveillinois.
com to conduct transac-
tions online when possible 
instead of visiting a driver 
services facility. 

Over the last nine months, 
more than 3.8 million trans-
actions have been conduct-
ed online, an increase of 
75 percent, White said in a 
news release.

In addition, White has 
extended all driver’s license 
and ID card expiration dates 
an additional two months. 

All expired driver’s li-
censes and ID cards, as well 
as those expiring over the 
next four months, are now 
valid until Aug. 1. 

This extension does not 
apply to commercial driv-
er’s licenses, CDL, and 
CDL learner’s permits, 
White noted.

Some online transactions 
include:

Purchasing license plate 
stickers. Renewing driver’s 
licenses and ID cards for 
those who qualify.

To renew license plate 
stickers online, residents 
will need a registration ID 
and PIN, which are located 
on the renewal notice and 
registration card, which 
most people keep in their 
vehicle’s glove compart-
ment. 

Vehicle owners may then 
visit www.cyberdriveil-
linois.com and click on 
“License Plates Renewal” 

Governor signs mail ballot, 
curbside voting expansion into law

By Raymon Troncoso
and Sarah Mansur

Capitol News Illinois
rtroncoso@capitol-

newsillinois.com
smansur@capitol-
newsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 
JB Pritzker signed into law 
Friday a measure that ex-
pands vote-by-mail and 
curbside voting for all fu-
ture elections.

House Bill 1871, a law ef-
fective immediately, revises 
the state election code to 
allow election authorities to 
install drop box sites where 
voters can submit mail bal-
lots without postage before 
and on Election Day. 

Election officials can also 
allow for curb-side voting 
for individuals to cast bal-

lots from their car under 
the supervision of election 
judges from both parties and 
poll watchers.

The law, introduced in the 
Senate by state Sen. Julie 
Morrison, D-Lake Forest, 
would also require election 
authorities to accept mail-in 
ballots with insufficient or 
no postage.

“We saw during the 
November 2020 general 
election how many people 
enjoyed having a more safe, 
accessible and easier way 
to vote,” Morrison said in a 
statement. 

“Just because the pan-
demic is winding down, 
doesn’t mean expanded 
voters’ rights have to.”

Also under the bill, Illi-
nois can use federal funds 

distributed to states for elec-
tion administration through 
the 2002 Help America Vote 
Act to create and maintain 
secure collection sites for 
mail ballots.

The changes to the elec-
tion code went into effect 
immediately after being 
signed into law, meaning 
they would apply to the con-
solidated municipal elec-
tions on Tuesday, April 6. 

Pritzker released a state-
ment on March 26, follow-
ing the Senate’s passage 
of the bill the day prior, 
contrasting Illinois’ efforts 
to those happening in other 
states such as Georgia to 
restrict absentee voting.

“Here in Illinois, we’re 
shining a bright light on 
how to make it easier, tak-
ing lessons we learned in 
the pandemic and applying 
them to the future. I applaud 
our General Assembly for 
voting to strengthen vote-
by-mail opportunities here 
in Illinois by allowing local 
election authorities to use 
drop boxes and curbside 
voting,” he said in the state-
ment. 

“In Illinois, voters will 
have safe and convenient 
options to exercise this 
fundamental, constitutional 
right.”

 Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

under Online Services.
In addition, White has 

expanded online renewals 
for driver’s licenses and 
ID cards. 

Not everyone qualifies, 
particularly those who are 
required to take a written 
or road test. 

Those who qualify for 
online renewal will receive 
a letter containing their 
PIN approximately 90 days 
before their driver’s license 
expiration date.

Customers may check 
their eligibility status for 
online driver’s license and 
ID card renewal by:

Visiting www.cyber-
driveillinois.com and click-
ing on “Read more on how 

to renew your driver’s li-
cense or ID card online” near 
the top of the main page. 

Then click on “Check 
your eligibility now” where 
they will be prompted to 
enter their driver’s license 
or ID card number and the 
last four digits of their Social 
Security number.

“My goal remains serving 
the public to the best of our 
ability during the pandemic, 
and reducing facility wait 
times while prioritizing the 
health and safety of custom-
ers and employees,” White 
said. 

“Those who conduct busi-
ness online help shorten the 
line for those who must visit 
a facility.”

Midwestern state ag leaders
join to encourage vaccination

As warmer weather re-
turns and our nation’s agri-
cultural communities gear 
up for summer events, the 
leaders of the agricultural 
departments in six Midwest-
ern states have released a 
video message encouraging 
people to get vaccinated for 
COVID-19 when they are 
eligible.

Echoing a similar message 
released by the group in De-
cember, the new video fea-
tures recommendations from 
commissioners, directors 
and secretaries across the 
Midwest, including Illinois, 
Kentucky, Minnesota, Mich-
igan, Ohio and Wisconsin.

Jerry Costello II is the 

director of the Illinois De-
partment of Agriculture.

The group of leaders 
joined together to share 
their appreciation for es-
sential agricultural and food 
workers, who have never 
stopped working throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

They shared that the three 
vaccines available to Amer-
icans (Moderna, Pfizer, and 
Johnson & Johnson) are safe 
and effective. 

They also emphasized 
the importance of continued 
mask wearing, social dis-
tancing and hand washing 
to minimize the spread of 
COVID-19 while vaccina-
tion continues.

Grant funding in the 
amount of $885,300 has 
been awarded for seven 
local projects that will help 
communities develop and 
improve bike path facilities 
throughout Illinois.

Funds for the Bicycle 
Path Grant Program, admin-
istered by Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, are for the acqui-
sition of land or develop-
ment of facilities for bicycle 
paths. 

The Bicycle Path Grant 
Program was approved by 
the Illinois General Assem-
bly in 1989 and funding 

Grant funds awarded 
for bike path facilities

comes from a percentage 
of motor vehicle title fees. 

The program provides a 
maximum grant award of 
$200,000 per application 
for development projects, 
with no maximum grant 
award limit for acquisition 
projects.

The Bicycle Path Notice 
of Funding Opportunity 
received a total of 33 appli-
cations totaling $4.9 million 
in requested funds. 

Since 1990, IDNR has 
awarded grants that have 
helped develop nearly 1,000 
miles of local government 
bicycle trails in Illinois.
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Obituaries

Lois Ruth Neher
Lois Ruth Neher, 92, died 

surrounded by family on 
March 28, 2021, in Wichita, 
Kan. She died from a rup-
tured brain aneurysm.

She was born in McPher-
son, Kan., on Dec. 20, 1928. 
She attended McPherson 
College, graduating in 1951. 

She married Gerald Neher 
on Dec. 23, 1952. In 1954 
Lois and Gerald went to the 
mission field in Nigeria with 
the Church of the Brethren. 
They raised four children 
there, and Lois taught adult education. 

They returned to the United States in 1968, where she 
taught elementary school, retiring from the Anna school 
system in 1989. 

Lois and Gerald raised Simmental cattle, Appaloosa 
horses and Greater Swiss Mountain dogs on their farm 
in Anna. 

They hosted many foreign exchange students. They 
were members of the United Methodist Church in Anna 
and Carbondale.

In 2008 Lois and Gerald moved to the Cedars Retire-
ment Community in McPherson, Kan. 

Mrs. Neher co-authored two books about Nigeria with 
her husband. She was a member of the McPherson Church 
of the Brethren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Harlan Yoder 
and Fidelia (Frantz) Yoder Stubbs; and by her husband, 
Gerald. 

She is survived by her children, Rodney Neher (Mary) 
of Janesville, Wis., Karen Neher (Mahamoud) of McPher-
son, Kan., Bryce Neher (Melissa) of Udell, Iowa, and 
Connie Weesner (Bill) of Hutchinson, Kan.; and by the 
following grandchildren: Ben Neher, Isaac Neher (Betsy), 
Joel Neher, Kyle Neher (Danielle), Luke Neher, Courtney 
Weesner and Annie Weesner. She also is survived by her 
brother, Gordon Yoder (Ann) of Longmont, Colo.

A memorial service will be held at a later date. Memori-
als can be made to the  Church of the Brethren in Nigeria 
(EYN), Cedars Retirement Community or the McPherson 
Animal Shelter Medical Fund, c/o Stockham Family Fu-
neral Home, 205 N. Chestnut, McPherson, Kan. 67460.

Stockham Family Funeral Home in McPherson, Kan., 
is in charge of arrangements.

Randall Wayne Mohr
Randall Wayne Mohr, 64, 

of West City, died at 6:55 
a.m. Saturday, April 3, 2021, 
at his home.

A Celebration of Life Ser-
vices will be held at 11 a.m. 
Thursday, today, at Leffler 
Funeral Home in  Benton, 
with the Rev. Gary West 
officiating. Burial will be in 
the Mulkeytown Cemetery.  

Visitation will be from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. Thursday, to-
day, at Leffler Funeral Home.

Those who attend are 
asked to please be considerate of others: masks are re-
quired and social distancing is to be observed. If you are 
sick, stay at home.

Mr. Mohr was born on Nov. 1, 1956, in Du Quoin, the 
son of Elmer Theodore Mohr and Joann Ruth Schafer 
Mohr.  

He married the former Karla Jane Grizzell on Oct. 21, 
2001, and she survives.

Mr. Mohr worked as a service technician with Terminix 
for the past 36 years.

He enjoyed the outdoors, yardwork, fishing, John 
Wayne Westerns and he loved watching NASCAR. His 
favorite NASCAR drivers were the late Dale Earnhardt 
and Dale Earnhardt Jr.

Mr. Mohr was of the Catholic faith.
Surviving are his wife, Karla Mohr of West City; 

children Caron Sullens and husband Andy of Anna, Mi-
chael Wilkerson of Benton, Lori Gulley of Benton and 
Tyler Knowles and Morgan Knowles, both of West City; 
grandchildren Drake Lebrun of Benton, Aries and Zander 
Sullens of Anna, Jacob Wilkerson of Benton and Corey 
Wilkerson of Florida; a brother, Karl Mohr of Energy; a 
sister, Lisa Mohr of Du Quoin; and a niece, Shelly Tullis 
and husband Patrick of Lexington, Ky.

He is also survived by his three, four-legged family 
members, Lucky, Bella and Sophia.

He was preceded in death by his parents; and by a 
great-nephew, Elliot Tullis.

Memorials can be made to the American Heart Associ-
ation and will be accepted at Leffler Funeral Home.

To leave online condolences for the family, or to share 
memories, visit www.lpfuneralhome.com.

Martha A. Jerrell
Martha A. Jerrell, 99, of 

Lick Creek, went home to 
be with her Lord and Savior 
on Saturday, April 3, 2021, at 
her home. 

She was born on May 4, 
1921, in Pulaski, the daugh-
ter of Barney and Hester 
Armeedy McBride Lindsey. 

She married Roscoe Minor 
Jerrell on Jan. 23, 1931. He 
preceded her in death on Jan. 
12, 1982.

Mrs. Jerrell is survived by her son, Dennis (Kathy) 
Jerrell of Tampa, Fla.; daughters-in-law Geloria Jerrell 
of Lick Creek and Peggy Jerrell of Cobden; 17 grand-
children; 34 great-grandchildren; 16 great-great-grand-
children; other relatives and many friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Roscoe; two infant children, Vickie Sue Jerrell and David 
L. Jerrell; sons Jackie L. Jerrell and Robert Minor Jerrell; 
grandson Jeremiah Justin Jerrell; two great-grandchildren, 
Kristi and Silas Jerrell; siblings Earl Lindsey, Arthur Lind-
sey, Rose Ray, Jewell Hicks and twin sister Mary Lindsey. 

Mrs. Jerrell was a devoted Christian and long-standing 
member of Anna Heights Baptist Church in Anna. For 40 
years, she ran the nursery at the church and was involved 
in GA’s in earlier years. 

She was an avid quilter and embroiderer; she made 
many gifts that were sent out through missions. 

She loved raising flowers, painting, fishing and bird 
watching. Over the years, she traveled all the United States 
extensively and abroad, visiting the Holy Land.  

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Wednesday, April 7, at 
Anna Heights Baptist Church, with Pastor Darryl Williams 
officiating. Interment was in the Anna Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to the Anna Heights Baptist 
Church bus fund. Envelopes will be available at the church 
and at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Alice Mae Frick
Alice Mae Frick, 83, of Jonesboro, died Saturday, April 

3, 2021, at her home. 
She was born on Feb. 17, 1938, in Bartholomew County, 

Indiana, the daughter of Elonzo and Virgie Lucille Tidd 
Shipley. 

She married Howard Wayne Frick on Jan. 14, 1956. He 
preceded her in death on June 23, 2001.

Mrs. Frick is survived by her daughter, Debbie (Kenny) 
Poole of Jonesboro; a son, Mike (Sheila) Frick of Don-
gola; grandchildren Keith Poole, Jeremy (Brystal) Poole 
and Stephanie (John) Casey; great-grandchildren Chelsi, 
Remington, Avery Poole, Kamryn, Lakelynn and Maybree 
Casey; a brother, Don (Connie) Shipley of Anna; other 
relatives and many friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Howard; a sister, Barbara Knowles; and two brothers, 
Robert and James Shipley.

She loved spending time with her grandchildren. 
Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Tuesday, April 6, at 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro, with 
Richard and Bon Reynolds officiating. Interment was in 
Jonesboro Cemetery. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Todd A. Suhling
Todd A. Suhling, 57, of 

Jonesboro, died Monday, 
March 29, 2021, at St. Fran-
cis Medical Center in Cape 
Girardeau.

He was born on Feb. 11, 
1964, in Carlinville, the son 
of David and Peggy Edwards 
Suhling. 

He married Carol Davis on 
Dec. 25, 1994. 

Mr. Suhling is survived by 
his wife, Carol Suhling of 
Jonesboro; children Gail (Tim) Charles of Jonesboro, Pat-
rick (Nicci) King of Fairview Heights, Brandon (Brittany) 
Suhling of Bonnie and Ben Suhling of Scott City, Mo.; 12 
grandchildren; brother, Tim Suhling of Jonesboro; many 
other relatives and friends. He was preceded in death by 
his parents and by two grandchildren. 

Mr. Suhling owned and operated TLC Metals and TNC 
Rebuilders in Jonesboro for many years. 

Graveside funeral services were at 1 p.m. Thursday, 
April 1, at the Jonesboro Cemetery. Interment immedi-
ately followed. 

Memorials can be made to Gail Charles to help the 
family offset expenses. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Robert R. (Bob) Dawson Jr.
Robert R. (Bob) Dawson 

Jr., 73, of rural Anna, died at 
5:10 a.m. Sunday, March 28, 
2021, at Barnes Jewish Hos-
pital in St. Louis, surrounded 
by his family.

He was born on April 2, 
1947, in St. Louis, the son of 
Robert Richard and Wanda 
Winsel Dawson Sr.  

The Lord blessed our small 
family with Bob in 1967. His 
personality was unique and 
infectious.  

He proudly served his country in Viet-
nam from 1969-1970.  He served with the 
25th Infantry Division as an M-60 gunner 
and was wounded while on patrol around 
Cu-Chi, where he earned his Purple Heart and Combat 
Infantry Badge.  

When he returned from the war, he joined the IBEW 
Local 702 and started a career as an electrician at Belcher 
Electric in Anna.  

After his career at Belcher, he was then a foreman on the 
electrician’s crew at Southern Illinois University, where 
he retired in 2009.  

He earned a reputation as one of the best electricians 
in the area.  There was never a problem that he could not 
fix. He was a perfectionist and a master trouble-shooter.  

Every person who met Bob loved and respected him. 
In the electrical field, the common phrase was “CALL 
DAWSON” for a problem that could not be solved.  

He loved his country, worshiped his family and was 
everyone’s friend. His hobbies included hunting, fish-
ing, basketball and helping anyone with a problem they 
couldn’t solve.  He was the absolute cornerstone and 
foundation of this small family.  

He will be missed every hour of every day by all of 
us.  The Lord gained a warrior and a talented man.  PFC 
Robert R. Dawson is standing in formation in Valhalla. 
We will meet again.

He is survived by his wife of 51 years, Jean; son Brad 
(Samantha) Dawson of Anna; daughter Amanda (Cory) 
Kelley of Beaufort, S.C.; grandchildren Kayma and Saw-
yer Dawson; sister Sharon (Ray) McBride of Park Hills, 
Mo.; brother-in-law Chip (Patty) Young of Anna; neph-
ews Dustin (Marissa) Young, Dylan Young and Robert 
(Mindy) McBride. And he leaves Baby, his beloved dog.

He was preceded in death by his parents and niece, 
Rayanne McBride-Smith.

At his request, no services will be held. Memorials 
can be made to The Vietnam Veterans of America by 
visiting their website, www.vva.org, or by mail at 8719 

Colesville Rd., Suite 100, Silver Spring, 
Md. 20910.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-
boro was in charge of arrangements.

Herbert Eugene 
Gene ‘Cowboy’ Smith

Herbert Eugene Gene 
“Cowboy” Smith, 64, of 
Kevil, Ky., died Thursday, 
April 1, 2021, at his home. 

He was born on Dec. 14, 
1956, in Advance, Mo., the 
son of Herbert N. and Ruby 
Mae Dodd Smith. 

He married Jesse Smith 
and they had two children 
together. He later married 
Jolee Koehler. 

Mr. Smith is survived by 
his wife, Jolee of Kevil, Ky.; 
a son, James (Angie) Smith 
of Dongola; two grandchil-
dren, Katie and Lexie; his mother, Ruby 
Mae Smith of Aberdeen, Miss.; three broth-
ers, Larry (Sabrina) Smith of Jonesboro, 
Tom Smith and Buddy (Candy) Smith, all 
of Aberdeen, Miss.; his first wife, Jesse Smith; and many 
other relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his father, Herbert N. 
Smith; and by a daughter, Rebecca Smith.

Mr. Smith honorably served in the Army National 
Guard. He was a union carpenter for many years. He was 
so talented in so many things, including painting, garden-
ing, songwriting and plucking the strings on his guitar. His 
smile, contagious personality and sense of humor will be 
missed most of all. 

Funeral services will be at 1 p.m. Thursday, today, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro, with 
the Rev. Danny Jones officiating. 

Interment will be in McCrite Cemetery in Tamms. 
Friends can call after 11 a.m. and until the service hour at 
1 p.m. Thursday, today, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro. 

Everyone attending will be required to wear face 
coverings and to observe social distancing guidelines. 
Maximum occupancy of the building will be limited to 
50 persons at one time.   

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.
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In Loving Memory of our brother
Paul David Womick

4/5/53 - 8/13/15

We miss him every day, 
but we know God knew 
what He was doing 
when He took him home 
with Him.
So we will wait until our 
time comes and we will 
be together again.
See you at the gate, 
brother!!

Nadine, Dennis,
Sharon & Dale

17G

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                By Suzan Harvel

Bob and Barb Layman, 
along with her folks, Ju-
nior and Lula Belle Tripp, 
had an interesting vacation 
in the mountains of Ten-
nessee. Beautiful scenery, 
family to enjoy gathering 
with, and a much too close 
encounter with a bear. They 
are fine, but word is still out 
on the condition of the ve-
hicles that were assaulted. 

Congratulations on the 
arrival of new babies in 
our church family: Donna 
Sadler welcomed a grand-
son, Liam, handsome fella 
too; and Shirley Harvel 
welcomed another great 
granddaughter, Zemirah, 
who is beautiful. 

The rain impact has sure 
made a presence in the pot-
holes developing. It’s like 
an obstacle course on Coun-
ty Line Road. It’s keeping 
the road crews busy.

Our sympathies to the 
Eloise Mowery family. I 
can remember visiting at 
their home when I was a 
little girl, along with my 
grandparents…a consider-
able while ago…and then 
just a couple years back, 
visiting with her at the Mill 
Creek ice cream supper. She 
was a sweet lady and will 
be missed. 

So many on our prayer 
list of late. Praises to God 
that Elaine Helton is doing 
better, that the McDaniel’s 
family is on the road to 
recovery, and that Debbie 
Newberry’s procedure went 
well. We pray for their con-
tinued healing. 

Congratulations to the 
turkey hunters…but you 
missed a bunch. We’ve 
had at least 25 meandering 
through our fields at a time. 
Of course, the coyotes may 
have thinned some of those 
out. They were singing out 
and it sounded like there 
were dozens of them. 

The Village of Mill Creek 
board met on Monday, 
March 29, to discuss and 
accept bids on mowing, the 
clean out of ditches, and 
concrete barriers to limit 
access to unpopulated areas 
that are attracting crime. 

Discussions continued 
about the need for more 
mulch for the playground, a 
new backboard for the bas-
ket ball goal, and the need 
for debris to be removed.

Additionally, the board 

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Megan Eudy
Megan Eudy of Cape 

Girardeau, granddaughter 
of Steve and Sue Eudy, has 
been accepted into the mas-
ter of science: applied nutri-
tion program at Southeast 
Missouri State University. 
She will graduate in May 
with a bachelor of science 
in human environmental 
studies: dietetics and then 
begin her master studies 
and internship. She is the 
daughter of Brian and Su-
san Eudy of Jackson, Mo.

Saturday dinner guests of 
Shirley Miller of McClure 
were Penny and Kerry Hill 
of McClure, David and 
Kristy Miller of St. Charles, 
Mo., and Eric, Julie and 
Tessa Burtin of St. Peters, 
Mo.

Easter Sunday dinner 
guests of Penny and Kerry 
Hill were Shirley Miller, 
David and Kristy Miller and 
Julie, Eric and Tessa Burtin.

Dolores Reynolds of 
Reynoldsville and Rodney 
and Vicki Reynolds of Wolf 
Lake attended services at 

the Sparks Church in Mc-
Clure Friday night.

Greg and Amy Reynolds 
of Reynoldsville hosted 
their family for an Easter 
dinner on Saturday.

Jackie and Jay Jennings 
of Reynoldsville hosted a 
birthday party for River 
Kelley of McClure on Sat-
urday, April 3, to celebrate 
his 8th birthday. Others 
present were Amy Davis 
and Taylor, Justin, Gracie 
and Hunter Wilson and 
Skylar Webb.

Those enjoying Easter 
Sunday dinner in Cape Gi-
rardeau were Greg and Amy 
Reynolds, Dolores Reyn-
olds, Jackie and Jay Jen-
nings, and Justin, Hunter, 
Gracie and Paxton Wilson.

Happy belated birthday 
wishes to Robert Lingle of 
Anna whose birthday was 
Tuesday, March 30.

Happy birthday to my 
sister, Venita Lingle of 
Anna on Monday, April 
12, and to my sister, Pat 
Johnson of Jackson, Mo., 
on Friday, April 16.

Supper guests of Sue and 
Steve Eudy on Tuesday 
night, March 30, were Kev-
in Eudy of Cape Girardeau 
and Jessica Eudy and Macai 
of Plano, Texas.

Enjoying Sunday brunch 
at the home of Steve and 
Sue Eudy were Kevin Eudy, 
Emma Eudy and Jonathan 
Bohnert, all of Cape Gi-
rardeau and Jessica Eudy 
and Makai of Plano, Texas.

Brian and Susan Eudy of 
Jackson, Mo., visited Sue 
and Steve Eudy on Easter 
Sunday and brought lunch.

announced that gravel will 
soon be going down on 
the road leading back to 
the Smiddy farm, which is 
much appreciated. 

Also appreciated, is the 
Union County Sheriff ’s 
Office and the state police’s 
presence when the need 
arises.  Discussion is on-
going about re-instituting a 
village constable’s position. 
The need for code enforce-
ment and other legal issues 
has brought this need to 
light. Research into what all 
that will entail is underway. 

The Mill Creek Baptist 
Church had a beautiful 
day for its Easter egg hunt. 
Approximately 2,000 eggs 
were “hid” and discov-
ered. Hot dogs on the grill, 
bagged chips, snacks and 
bottled drinks were avail-
able under the pavilion. A 
special thanks to all who 
were able to come stuff 
eggs, purchase and prepare 
food, and to help make 
this a special day for the 
children. 

Sunday Services were 
held at 10:30 and were well 
attended. The day couldn’t 
have been more lovely. 
Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.

Wednesday night Bible 
study was scheduled to start 
again on April 7.

New IEA report examines attitudes 
towards education as pandemic continues
Poll shows virtual learning having impact on Illinois teachers, students alike

By Grace Barbic
Capitol News Illinois

gbarbic@capitol-
newsillinois.com 

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Education Asso-
ciation, one of the largest 
teacher unions in the state, 
on Tuesday, March 23, re-
leased its third annual state 
of education report examin-
ing attitudes towards public 
education in Illinois. 

The poll, conducted by 
Normington Petts and Next 
Generation Strategies, sur-
veyed 1,000 different Il-
linois adults of varying 
backgrounds and regions of 
the state by phone or online. 

One of the main take-
aways from the poll, ac-
cording to IEA, was that 
nearly 8 in 10 adults believe 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has made teaching and 
learning more difficult. 

Specifically, the poll 
asked, “Thinking about 
public school teachers in 
Illinois over the last year 
or so during the pandemic, 
do you think that teach-

ing during the coronavirus 
pandemic has been much 
easier, somewhat easier, 
somewhat harder, or much 
harder for teachers?”

According to the poll, 55 
percent responded “much 
harder,” 24 percent re-
sponded “somewhat hard-
er,” 11 percent responded 
“somewhat easier” and 8 
percent said “much easier.” 

When it comes to the big-
gest impact of the pandemic 
on students, 44 percent said 
virtual learning challenges 
are the leading concern, 
while 29 percent said it’s 
the lack of socialization. 

IEA president Kathi Grif-
fin said virtual learning 
has also had an impact 
on teachers, who are now 
expected to teach students 
both in-person and virtually 
at the same time. 

“You have teachers who 
are working these extreme-
ly long days, developing 
lessons on multiple plat-
forms, assessing their work, 
communicating with par-
ents and trying to take care 

of their own health and that 
of their family,” Griffin 
said. “That is what is so 
stressful.”

Griffin said there are oth-
er cases where students are 
sleeping in and joining vir-
tual class late or parents are 
going on vacation because 
of the ability for students to 
work remotely. 

“We want to make sure 
that our students are pres-
ent, that they are going to 
participate, and that our 
families are supportive, and 
I know they’re working so 
hard,” Griffin said. 

“This is not easy for 
anybody, but we need to 
recognize the double duty 
that our teachers are doing 
right now.”

In some cases, Griffin 
said teachers are working 
10 to 12 hour days teach-
ing and preparing hybrid 
lessons. 

Griffin warned of the po-
tential of pandemic-related 
burnout worsening the in-
creasing educator shortage 
in the state. 

One-third of IEA mem-
bers who were polled in 
October stated that they 
were considering leaving 
the profession, while two-
thirds said they felt “more 
burned out than normal 
this year,” according to the 
report. 

Of the 1,000 Illinois res-
idents participating in the 
poll, 60 percent said they 
worry that educators leav-
ing the profession will lead 
to lower student perfor-
mance. 

The poll found that 43 
percent of adults believe 
health and safety are the 
most important issues to 
address as schools begin to 
return to normalcy. Getting 
students caught up, 22 per-
cent of adults said, is the 
second leading concern. 

As a result of the pan-
demic, the IEA and the Illi-
nois Federation of Teachers 
will be introducing legis-
lation to: establish clear 
metrics for districts to know 
when it’s safe to be in-per-
son; enforce COVID-19 
guidance and requirements 
in schools; provide rap-
id COVID-19 testing in 
schools; and provide pro-
tections so teachers won’t 
be forced to work while 
they’re sick.

The poll stated each of 
those principles without 
mentioning any legislation 
specifically, then asked if 
the respondents strongly 
favor, somewhat favor, 
strongly oppose or some-
what oppose the principles. 

Per the results, 43 percent 
said strongly favor, 36 per-
cent said somewhat favor, 
10 percent said somewhat 
oppose, and 7 percent said 

strongly oppose. Five per-
cent did not know. 

Asked if funding for 
schools should “increase, 
decrease or stay about the 
same,” 64 percent said it 
should increase, 9 percent 
said decrease, 25 percent 
said stay the same. Two 
percent responded “don’t 
know.”  

Griffin said it will be im-
portant to continue funding 
the state’s evidence-based 
school funding formula, 
which became law in 2017.  

That law changed the way 
school districts receive the 
bulk of state funds, calling 
for $350 million in new 
funding to be added to the 
K-12 formula each year to 
be directed at the state’s 
neediest districts based on 
a number of factors. 

But last year, amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
state passed a budget in-
cluding no new funding 
for schools, while Gov. JB 
Pritzker’s budget proposal 
for the upcoming fiscal year 
would keep K-12 education 
funding flat for the second 
consecutive year.  

“We need to make sure 
that we continue that fund-
ing,” Griffin said. “Last year 
that funding was stagnant...
but it should be increasing 
every single year. We need 
to continue to work and 
make that happen so that we 
don’t fall behind, because if 
we fall behind, who we are 
falling behind on are the 
kids, and we cannot do that.”

Although respondents 
shared concerns about 
health and safety in return-
ing to school, as well as the 
lingering educator shortage, 
Griffin said “we’re seeing 
the light at the end of the 
tunnel.”

“But what we need to 
make sure that we do is 
support our teachers the best 
we can, realize that things 
are going to be different this 
year, and move forward,” 
she said. 

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

Indigenous
plants topic
of symposium

Indigenous plants in Il-
linois will be the topic of a 
virtual symposium which is 
planned April 15-17.

The symposium is be-
ing presented by the Illi-
nois Native Plant Society’s 
Southern Chapter.

Hours for the event are 
scheduled from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. on April 15-16 and 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
April 17. There is no cost 
to participate.

The theme for the sym-
posium is “Putting Theory 
Into Practice: Ecosystem 
Restoration and Manage-
ment.” Nine sessions are 
planned over three days.

Registration is avail-
a b l e  w i t h  H o p i n  a t 
h t t p s : / / h o p i n . c o m /
events/2021-illinois-indig-
enous-plants-symposium.



Page 14 - Section A  Thursday, April 8, 2021 The Gazette-Democrat

For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

ALFALFA/ORCHARD 
GRASS: Cobden. 1st cutting 
2020, approximately 300 
small bales. $4.00 lots over 
100 bales, small lots $5.00. 
Call (618)-893-2058.

17-18gpc

Help 
Wanted

City of Anna, 
Police Officer

The City of Anna, IL is 
accepting applications for the 
position of a Full-Time Police 
Officer. Duties include but are 
not limited to enforcement 
of laws and ordinances, pro-
tection of life and property, 
order maintenance, appre-
hending suspects, monitoring 
traffic, as well as preserving 
the peace and service to our 
community. Minimum qual-
ifications for an interested 
candidate are as follows; 
must be a U.S. citizen, have a 
valid driver’s license, possess 
a valid Illinois FOID card, 
must pass a medical and 
criminal background check, 
and reside within 30 minutes 
of the corporate limits of 
Anna. Preferred but not re-
quired qualifications include 
certification from the Illinois 
Law Enforcement Training 
and Standards Board. Ap-
plications will be available 
for interested candidates at 
Anna City Hall or online at 
cityofanna.org. Please return 
resume and employment 
application to the Human Re-
sources Department at Anna 
City Hall, 103 Market Street 
Anna, IL 62906 or by email 
to aguined@cityofanna.org. 
Position will remain open 
until filled. EOE.

17-18gp               

HELP WANTED: Union 
County Housing Authority is 
accepting resumes for Occu-
pancy Coordinator until April 
19, 2021.

The Occupancy Coordina-
tor acts as the marketing and 
leasing agent for the housing 
authority.

Responsibilities include 
obtaining and maintaining 
a working knowledge of 
HUD and USDA program 
requirements, ensuring tenant 
program compliance, and 
answering tenant and ap-
plicant questions about our 
programs.

The Occupancy Coordina-
tor places qualified applicants 
in available units and remains 

a vital point of contact during 
their lease to ensure program 
success. Responsibilities also 
include: submitting monthly 
reports and certifications to 
our field offices; oversight 
of office functions as they 
relate to leasing & retention; 
analysis of financial docu-
ments; calculating income 
& rent determination; and 
documenting & verifying 
records.

Required Experience and 
Training: Graduate of an 
approved college with a 
two-year Associates degree 
in business-related field or 
other management degree; 
and/or at least four years ex-
perience in business/property 
management field.

This full-time position 
includes healthcare insurance 
and a 401k program.

Please submit resumes 
with cover letter to:

Hiring Manager
Union County Housing 

Authority
PO Box 317

Anna, IL 62906
The Union County Hous-

ing Authority is an equal 
opportunity employer.

17-18gp

Yard    
Sale

ATTENTION HUNTERS 
& OUTDOORSMEN:
Assorted military surplus. 

Miles Flea Market, Rt. 146 & 
Rt. 3 Intersection, East Cape 
Girardeau, IL. Saturday, & 
Sunday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

13g-20p

ESTATE SALE: Saturday, 
April 10, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
1250 Old Hwy. 51 N., Anna. 
Furniture, washer & dryer, 
kitchen & household items, 
linens, home decor, lawn & 
garden. Lots of stuff. Held 
rain or shine.

17gc

YARD SALE: Friday, April 
9 (one day only), 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 105 Holly Terrace, Anna.

17gc

GARAGE SALE: Friday & 
Saturday, April 9 & 10. Lots 
and lots of misc. Come see! 
2 miles east of 127 on St. 
Johns Road.

17gc

HUGE SALE: Saturday, 
April 10, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 301 
1/2 Williford Road, Jones-
boro. Furniture, metal shelv-
ing, folding chairs, tools, 
small compressor, battery 
charger, and so much more.

17g

*CLEARANCE SALE:*
REPPERT'S OFFICE 

SUPPLY, 
112 LAFAYETTE 
STREET, ANNA.

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 

8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. 
File Folders, Cards, 

Stamps, 
Lots of Misc. Supplies. 

All Sales Final.
tfn

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Gravel & Sand

(618)-833-6197 or
(618)-697-0453

gptfn

TINY MIGHTS 
CONSTRUCTION:

Matthew Pearson, Owner
(618)-201-5323

Licensed • Insured
• NO Job TOO BIG 
or TOO SMALL •

We Make Your Tiny 
Dreams Mighty!

tfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p-47gpc

GROSS BUSTERS 
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

• House Washing
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning
• Deck Staining
CALL TODAY!
(618)-697-5968

Grossbustersil.com
11-22gpc

IT'S ALMOST TIME!
GET ON THE LIST!

Free Estimates
MOWING SERVICES
Call (618)-697-8978 or 

(618)-697-2516
16-18gpc

puBlic 
notice

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 

the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 23rd day of March, 2021, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Wyatt  Storage II with the 
place of business located at 
201 1/2 E. Chestnut Street, 
Anna, Illinois 62906 & 101 
W. Mississippi Street, Jones-
boro, Illinois 62952, and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

John E. Wyatt III
Susanne K. Wyatt

1733 Lockard Ave.
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

15-17gc

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,

 ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF  ANITA 
DAVIS,

DECEASED.
IN PROBATE
NO. 2021-P-9

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
Anita Davis of Anna, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued 
on March 19, 2021, to Terry 
H. Hileman, 500 Plum St., 
Anna, Illinois  62906,  as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Elvis C. Cameron, 
205B N. Main St., Anna, 
Illinois.

Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 West Market, Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on or 

before September 1, 2021, 
or if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State 
of Illinois, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claim not 
filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the Executor and to the 
attorneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:  March 23, 2021.
   

TERRY H. HILEMAN
IND. EXECUTOR

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

ARDC#  6244394
16-18g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 26th day of March, 2021, 
under the Assumed Name of 
One Eleven Appleknocker, 
Inc. DBA: The Old Feed 
Store/Cobden Loft with the 
place of business located at 
111 Appleknocker, Cobden, 
Illinois 62920, and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Brooke A. Miller
P.O. Box 492

Cobden, IL 62920

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

16-18gc

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Union County. 
Filed this 31st day of March, 
2021, under the Assumed 
Name of Heartland Property 
Management with the place 
of business located at 675 
Wrights Crossing Road, 
Cobden, Illinois 62920, and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 
said Business is:

Christopher Stadelbacher
675 Wrights Crossing Road

Cobden, IL 62920

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

17-19gc

Notice of Public Hearing
On Tentative Annual 

Budget
Of the City of Anna

A Public Hearing on the 
Tentative Annual Budget of 
the City of Anna shall be held 
commencing at 4:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday April 20, 2021 in the 
Chambers of the City Council 
at the Anna City Hall, 103 
Market Street, Anna, Illinois.

After such hearing or any 
adjournment thereof, the Ten-
tative Budget, as presented or 
as revised after Public Hear-
ing, shall be passed without 
any further inspection, notice, 
or hearing.

The Tentative Annual 
Budget is available for public 
inspection on the bulletin 
board available in the public 
area in the Anna City Hall, 
103 Market Street, Anna, 
Illinois commencing April 
8, 2021.

17g

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

Looking for CDL Drivers for spring 
season to work in Union CoUnty

Typically March into August.
Chance to get several hours with Overtime.

Home every night.

PerfecT fiT for:
•Retired Class A or B CDL drivers looking for extra 

income.
• CDL Drivers in between full time jobs.
• Persons 21 or over willing to get a CDL and en-

dorsements with help.

For more information, give us a call at
618-998-8200.CD 15-20G

Pastor's Corner
by Pastor Don Cox

A lost sinner will die a thousand deaths in 
fear; a Christian saved by Faith dies only 
once!

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
17G

"The Preaching Pen"
Behold the Goodness and Severity of God #1

An inaccurate picture of the character and nature of God 
has been created in the minds of this current generation of 

Americans – one in which God is not both a rewarder and a 
punisher, but only a benevolent rewarder. Many people today 
have failed to properly assess the reality of God’s wrath. 
They have substituted human emotions for truth and the clear 
statements of God. 

In truth, there are two aspects to God’s nature. What many 
fail to realize is that the Bible connects both of them – His 
goodness and His severity (Romans 11:22). 

In Deuteronomy 28, the Bible depicts the blessings that 
would descend on Israel for obedience to God (His goodness) 
and the curses that would be inflicted for rebellion (His wrath). 
Notice vv. 1-4, “And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken 
diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and 
to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, 
that the Lord thy God will set thee on high above all nations 
of the earth: 2And all these blessings shall come on thee, and 
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God. 3Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt 
thou be in the field. 4Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and 
the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of 
thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.” Vv. 5-14 go on to detail 
the numerous blessings that will be Israel’s to enjoy if they 
are faithful to God. However, in v. 15, we see the beginning 
of the wrath of God illustrated: “But it shall come to pass, if 
thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to 
observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I 
command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon 
thee, and overtake thee: 16Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and 
cursed shalt thou be in the field. 17Cursed shall be thy basket 
and thy store. 18Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the 
fruit of thy land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
sheep. 19Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed 
shalt thou be when thou goest out.” This goes on through v. 
68 – the end of the chapter! So, 14 verses address the goodness 
of God; 54 verses address the severity of God! Do you think 
God is all pardon and no punishment? How could anyone say 
that??!! Both of these pronouncements are found in the same 
chapter and context. 

There is more to be said, and Lord willing, we’ll do so next 
week. Until then, consider both the goodness and severity of 
God (Rom. 11:22) and consider your eternal destination in light 

of God’s Word. We at the Anna church of Christ stand 
ready to help you in any way we can. Have a great day! 

 
R.W. McAlister, Minister 

Anna church of Christ 17G

Check out the yard sales 
in this week's paper and 

yard sale safely. 
To place yours call 

618-833-2158.

Yard Sales are back!
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Shawnee College ag program
greenhouse plant sale underway

A Shawnee Community 
College agriculture program 
greenhouse plant sale is 
underway.

The sale was scheduled to 
begin on April 5 and is set to 
continue through May 7.

The plant sale focuses on 
vegetables, herbs, perennials 

Preparing for annual event
Shawnee Community College’s agriculture program greenhouse plant sale 

is underway. Shawnee Community College students worked to prepare the 
greenhouse for the annual event. Students in the photograph include Zach 
O’Neal, Jordan Bullock and Shaylee Lingle. The students are with Dr. Anna 
Vaughn-Doom, who is the lead agriculture program instructor at the college. 
Shawnee Community College photo.

and annual flowers grown 
from seeds by the students 
in the agriculture program 
at the college.

“This sale is a great way 
to offer our community a 
chance to support SCC stu-
dents who are the next gener-
ation of agricultural leaders 

in our area,” said Dr. Anna 
Vaughn-Doom, who is the 
lead agriculture program 
instructor at the college.

“We are really excited 
about the progress the stu-
dents have made over the 
past semester and the green-
house revitalization as part 
of the ag program curricu-
lum.”

The greenhouse, locat-
ed on the college’s main 
campus near Ullin, is one 
of many hands-on learning 
opportunities offered in the 
college’s agriculture pro-
gram.   

The plant sale proceeds 
will help support the Ag Club 
at Shawnee Community 
College and the continuing 
operation of the greenhouse, 
which produces the plant 
stock for the annual sale.

For more information, 
including hours of operation, 
contact Vaughn-Doom by 
phone at 618-634-3264 or by 
email at annad@shawneecc.
edu. 

Easter egg hunt in Cobden
Community members came together to offer an Easter egg hunt for children 

in Cobden on Saturday morning, April 3. The egg hunt was held at the Cobden 
Community Park. The Easter bunny was on hand to greet children, who had 
an opportunity to look for 2,500 treat-filled plastic eggs. Prize eggs also were 
hidden for the hunt, which was held on a sunny and mild morning.

Students invited to enter
Congressional Art Competition

U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, 
R-Ill., is inviting high school 
students from Illinois’ 12th 
Congressional District to 
participate in the 2021 Con-
gressional Art Competition. 

Union County is in the 
12th Congressional District.

Initiated by Congress in 
1982, the nationwide annual 
art competition allows high 
school students from all 
50 states to showcase their 
artistic ability.

“Every year, I am amazed 
by the artwork submitted by 
the talented young artists 
across Southern Illinois,” 
Bost said in a news release. 
“I’m looking forward to 
seeing what students come 
up with this year.”

 The Congressional Art 
Competition is an oppor-
tunity to recognize and en-
courage the artistic talent in 
the nation, as well as in the 
12th Congressional District. 

The theme of this year’s 
competition is “Waterways 

of Southern Illinois.” 
“As one of the only con-

gressional districts with 
three navigable rivers, our 
inland waterways are vitally 
important,” Bost said.

The winning artwork 
from the 12th District’s 
competition will be dis-
played for one year in the 
U.S. Capitol. Additionally, 
the winner and a guest will 
be invited to attend a recep-
tion in Washington. D.C.

Judging is done by mem-
bers of the local art com-
munity. 

The deadline to submit 
artwork via Dropbox or 
Google Drive is Friday, 
April 23.

Further information about 
the program, including 
guidelines and student re-
lease forms that are required 
in order to participate in the 
2021 competition, can be 
found on Bost’s website at 
bost.house.gov or by calling 
his office at 618-622-0766.

Grants fund freezers, refrigerators 
for food pantries in region

More than 45,000 South-
ern Illinoisans struggle with 
food insecurity.

Many of those who are 
struggling rely on the nearly 
95 food pantries in 16 South-
ern Illinois counties to meet 
their food needs.

Most area food pantries do 
not have enough cold storage, 
limiting their selection to 
shelf-stable products.

In cooperation with Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of 
Illinois and Southern Illinois 
Healthcare, SIH, the Southern 
Illinois Food Pantry Network 
awarded equipment grants to 
several area food pantries. 

The grants will provide 
a refrigerator or freezer to 
increase perishable cold food 
storage. 

The expansion of this 
equipment will allow these 
pantries to offer fresh, healthy 
foods to their clients. 

Some of the grant recipi-
ents include:

Western Egyptian Sparta 
Food Pantry. Marion Minis-
terial Alliance.

Cherry Street General 
Baptist Church Food Pantry 
in Carmi. Salem Luther-
an Church Food Pantry in 
Jonesboro.

First United Methodist 
Food Pantry of Johnston City. 
Christian Outreach Program 
Emergency, COPE, of Mas-
sac County.

Murphysboro Youth and 
Recreation Center. Greater 
Galatia Food Pantry. Herrin 
House of Hope.

The new cold storage is a 
welcome addition to many 
pantries that struggled with 
poor equipment. 

Murphysboro Youth and 
Rec Center’s Food Pantry 
reported using a tarp strap 
to keep their freezer tightly 

closed to maintain tempera-
ture and ensure food safety. 

Upon delivery of the new 
freezer unit, Barbara Ander-
son, director of Murphys-
boro Youth and Rec Center 
said, “We are so thankful for 
this blessing, and we look 
forward to getting it filled.”

The Southern Illinois Food 
Pantry Network works to re-
duce hunger and improve the 
health and well-being in area 
communities through access 
to healthy and nutritious 
food, education, resources 
and advocacy. 

By allocating donations 
from partnering organiza-
tions, they help to trans-
form the lives of residents 
that face food insecurity in 
Southern Illinois communi-
ties. More information can 
be found online at https://
www.hsidn.org/sifpn.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Fossils...about the hunt...and the memories...
Long ago, as in long, long, long, long ago, critters called 

trilobites wandered around on the bottom of the ocean in 
what is now Union County.

Trilobites kind of resembled little creatures which are 
wandering around the planet today called sowbugs and 
pillbugs. Sometimes, we call them roly-polies. Truth be 
told, I thought sowbugs and pillbugs were the same thing. 
Wrong.

While doing a little bit of intense research on the in-
ternet last weekend for about three minutes, I stumbled 
across a blog with a catchy headline: “Holy Moly It’s a 
‘Roly Poly’ - Sowbugs and Pillbugs.” The blog, dating to 
January of 2014, was written by a University of California 
Master Gardener. 

“Sowbugs and pillbugs are similar in appearance and 
their names are sometimes used interchangeably,” the 
blog explained. 

“However, the sowbug has a pair of tail-like append-
ages which project out from the rear of its body, while the 
pillbug has no extreme posterior appendages, and can roll 
up into a tight ball when disturbed. This is why pillbugs 
are sometimes called ‘Roly-Poly’ bugs.”

Guess that means the little critter that I picked up last 
Saturday at home that rolled up into a tight ball when I dis-
turbed it was a roly-poly. Learn something new every day.

While trilobites may resemble roly-polies, just a little 
bit, the creatures are not related. Trilobites vanished from 
the planet millions of years ago. 

Trilobites did not disappear completely. They left be-
hind some treasures. We call them fossils.

As you may recall from reading this column, I enjoy 
hunting for fossils. We’ll call it a hobby. That’s why a 
recent headline on The Wall Street Journal’s website 
caught my eye.

“Why Fossil Hunting Is the Next Big Hobby – Serious-
ly” the headline declared. I’m not quite sure “Seriously” 
was needed in the headline, but there it was.

“Indiana Jones was no mere grubby excavator,” the 
article began. Indeed, Indiana Jones was more than a 
“grubby excavator.” He was an archaeologist. And, for 
whatever it might be worth, folks who like to hunt for 
fossils are partaking of paleontology. Not archaeology. We 
are quibbling. I just don’t expect to see a movie called “In-
diana Jones and the Temple of Trilobites” any time soon.

The Wall Street Journal article suggested that for folks 
who might be looking “to expend pent-up wanderlust and 
perhaps brag a little, the paleontological pastime of fossil 
hunting has becoming an increasingly popular Jonesian 
pursuit.”

The article offered a few ideas on “where to search” 
for fossils: “Next time you’re near a coastal shoreline or 
river bank, keep your eyes peeled (and a chisel handy) 
and you might return from your walk with an ammonite 
from the Jurassic or Cretaceous period in your pocket. 
These common fossils can be identified by their spherical, 
gray nodules that peek out of jagged limestone or shale 
shards located at the base of beachside cliffs or along 
rocky shores.

“In rugged mountain terrain stream beds and creeks, 
these same limestone shards are more likely to hold rarer 
(but not impossible-to-find) trilobites, which resemble 
many-legged beetles lying face-up on their backs.”

Southern Illinois is pretty much lacking in rugged 
mountain terrain stream beds and creeks, but trilobite 
fossils can be found in Little Egypt. I can say that from 
experience. Finding such treasures requires a sharp eye, 
and a willingness to occasionally get face-to-face with the 
rocks beneath your feet.

You might also be able to find fossils of seashells and 

Trilobite fossils...found in Southern Illinois, just not 
anywhere near a rugged mountain terrain, since we 
don’t have very many mountains in our little corner 
of the world.

creatures called crinoids, or sea lilies. That’s all part of 
the fun of the hobby. You never really know what you 
might find. 

Finding a “complete” trilobite is on my bucket list. 
Generally, I find parts of the critters. I know a whole one 
is out there somewhere, just waiting to be found.

(If you do decide to try a little bit of fossil hunting, 
make sure that it’s OK to collect such treasures where you 
might be visiting. If you go hunting on private property, 
make sure you get permission.)

Fossil hunting gives you a chance to spend some time in 
the great outdoors. Nowadays, that’s not a bad thing at all.

And, like other kinds of hunting, looking for fossils is 
about creating special memories...

...like a kid finding a really nice horn coral fossil while 
on a hike during summer camp near Grafton, Illinois...

...like two kids, a mom and a dad heading out to a lo-
cal creek bed on a cool and sunny afternoon in the fall, 
looking for fossils together...maybe even finding one or 
two worth taking home...

...like a dad watching with pride while his daughter 
joins with other young people and their mentor during a 
fossil field trip stop in a creek bed somewhere in southern 
Indiana...and...later...on the same field trip...walking on a 
bed of fossils along the Ohio River...across the water from 
Louisville, Kentucky...

....like a crisp, clear and cold Christmas Eve visit to a 
special place not far from home, where it’s pretty easy, if 
you have a sharp eye, to find a fossil seashell...maybe even 
a trilobite...before heading back to where it’s warmer...for 
a mug of hot tea, hot chocolate or hot spiced cider...and 
then tossing something on the grill...because that’s what 
we do on December 24...

...like looking at the crinoid fossil I wear on my wrist...a 
treasure found long ago on one of our hunting adventures...

...yup...it’s about the hunt, but, perhaps even better, it’s 
about the memories...and you might even find a roly-poly 

Letter to the editor
Memories of McClure nicknames

I enjoyed the article about nicknames by Pastor Erd-
man in the March 18 issue of The Gazette-Democrat. It 
reminded me of my own childhood growing up in Mc-
Clure. It seemed as if no one used their real name!

It may have all started with my great-grandfather, Jim 
Holloway. In 1879, Jim Holloway was convicted of mur-
der in Erath County, Texas. He was sentenced to 35 years 
in prison, but he escaped after serving only 9 months. 

After being on the run for several years, he found him-
self in Independence County, Arkansas, where (using the 
alias “Walter Moore”), he married the woman who would 
become my great-grandmother. 

Side note: Jim Holloway already had a wife back in 
Texas, so in addition to being a convicted murderer and 
escaped convict, this marriage made Jim a bigamist. 

Jim/Walter and his new wife (who knew nothing of his 
past, by the way) moved from Arkansas to Missouri then to 
Southern Illinois where they settled in Alexander County. 

Strangely, there was already a man named Walter Moore 
in McClure. My great-grandfather was a man of small 
stature, so he became known as “little” Moore. And so 
it begins...

People would look at me strangely when I would talk 
about my Aunt Tom and Uncle Bud. “Tom” was my ma-
ternal grandpa’s youngest sister. Grandpa told me that his 
baby sister got the nickname “Tom” because when she was 
born her crying sounding like a screeching tom cat. Aunt 
Tom’s real name was Sevella. She married a man named 
Norman, but everyone called him “Bud.” 

My mother used her real name, but her siblings all had 
nicknames. Her brother, Seth, was always called “Jack.” 
Her sister, Ovella, took the nickname “Toni.” When my 
parents were a young married couple, Mom’s youngest 
brother, Les, came to live with them. He followed my 
dad everywhere, and since my dad’s name was Bill, folks 
around town started calling Les “Billy.” We knew him as 
“Uncle Billy” forever.

My father had a sister named Corrine, but everyone 
called her “Connie.” One of my paternal cousins is called 
“Jean”, although her real name is Vera Imogene. I suppose 
that one makes a bit of sense, unlike some of the following: 

My brother-in-law is called “Pat,” although his real name 
is Chester. Pat’s father was also named Chester, but he was 
called “Jake.” Pat’s son is called “Junior,” even though he 
is not officially a “Jr.”. My brother is called “Chip,” but 
his name is Charles. Chip’s first son IS officially a “Jr.,” 
but the world knows that son by the initials “J. R.” which 
are NOT his actual initials.

Are you confused yet? let me continue.
McClure was FULL of people with colorful nick-

names. I can recall some of their real names, but others 
have been forgotten or perhaps never known. Growing 
up, I remember hearing the names Bluehound, Horsefly, 
Rink, Spider, Jock, Doc (NOT a physician, mind you), 
the father/son duo of Mitt and Mitzi, Skeeter, Jew, Cot-
ton, and countless others. One that I always enjoy telling 
people about was “Booger.” His real name was Luther. 
I found out later in life that “Booger” was actually my 
grandfather’s step-brother. I don’t know how Luther got 
the unfortunate nickname of “Booger,” but I never heard 
him called anything else. All of these names were just 
“normal” to me growing up.

Looking back, I have often wondered if EVERYONE in 
McClure was actually in the Witness Protection Program 
because it seemed that none of them ever used the name 
they were born with. I suppose good ole Jim Holloway, 
alias Walter Moore, might understand.

Signed, Marty Sadler, Anna

Abearham Lincoln was keeping watch over a 
Little Free Library at Lincoln School in Anna when 
this photograph was taken in April of 2020...in the 
early days of the pandemic. File photo.

Lessons from 
Little Free Libraries

By Jim Nowlan
This is a “good news” story (we could use a few). I 

am late to the game here, as you will see, but worth the 
telling, and lessons to be learned.

A year or more ago I made friends with Rick Brooks 
of Princeton. Only later was I told that Rick is the co-
founder of the Little Free Libraries. You’ve seen them, 
the little school houses on posts along sidewalks and in 
parks, wherever. Passersby put in their books, take out 
someone else’s. Nice.

Rick and co-founder Todd Bol are do-gooders of the 
highest order. Their idea wasn’t so much book exchange 
but sharing, and the good feelings that flows from it.

The human animal is navigating throughout its life. 
Doing something good, and satisfying, along the way, 
such as putting up and maintaining Little Free Libraries 
and sharing books, tends to beget more of the same along 
the way.

And it nudges others to do the same. For example, I 
walk by an LFL on the way to the post office in my town. 
I always notice it, even look in from time to time to see if 
there are new offerings, which there are. I promise myself 
to share some books. I haven’t done so yet, but I will; the 
nudge to do so is driving me nuts.

Rick and Todd had really big aspirations for their idea, 
hatched without any money only a decade ago in Wis-
consin, where they lived. They hoped to stimulate 2,500 
LFLs, to match the number of libraries Andrew Carnegie 
funded across America a century ago.

Today, there are 110,000 LFLs in more than 100 coun-
tries, including one in Antarctica. Plus there probably are 
200,000 or so spinoffs that aren’t registered with the non-
profit that lightly oversees LFLs. I figure that if there are 
20 books in a typical LFL, that’s 6 million or more books.

But, as I say, it isn’t primarily about the books. For 
example, I am certain that in my little town there are 
Trumpers and anti-Trumpers who both put and take books 
in our LFL – and I’m sure they sense that is the case. Shar-
ing among neighbors, dare I say, trumps politics.

There are important lessons for us in this continuing 
story of the idea that became LFLs.

First, and maybe most important, good ideas don’t 
become big deals just because they are possibly brilliant. 
Most great ideas probably never see the light of day – be-
cause they fail to overcome the always present naysayers 
(“It’ll never work”), and because the idea hatchers lack 
the courage of their convictions, and never pursue them.

Second, getting an idea out there takes work, lots of it, 
and creative marketing. Todd and Rick were initially like 
Johnny Appleseed, taking 30 of their colorful “school-
houses” on the road throughout the Midwest.

The idea caught on, especially when NBC Nightly 
News, then the New York Times and the Times of London, 
then Parade, Oprah and more spotlighted “the little idea 
that could.” I told you I was late to the game.

Rick, a one-time, obviously talented PR guy who should 
know better, characterizes the marvelously breathtaking 
explosion of LFLs as “stimulus diffusion.” I call it scratch-
ing the human impulse to do good, because that works 
better than the opposite as we navigate through life.

In 2013, Reader’s Digest came out with “50 Surprising 
Reasons We Love America” and LFLs came out number 
11, right after sliced bread (number 10), and way ahead 
of Bruce Springsteen, Bon Jovi and other American icons.

Every week, there are a dozen or more media pieces 
like this, from all around the world, about LFLs. And the 
sharing concept, not unique to Rick and Todd, continues 
to grow like topsy. For example, I saw a “Blessing House” 
along a street in downtown Natchez, Mississippi, a few 
weeks ago, a spinoff, I’m confident.

Important lesson: An idea that you think might benefit 
your fellow man indeed has merit – just in the impulse 
and thinking of it. And don’t be afraid to pursue the idea. 
What do you have to lose?! Your idea may fall flat; most 
do. Or it might just end up in hundreds of thousands of 
neighborhoods around the world, reminding us to share.

Thanks, Rick and Todd, for your idea.
For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior fellow and 

political science professor at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign. He has worked for three unindicted 
governors and published a weekly newspaper in central 
Illinois.

A-J History website created
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School has an-

nounced the creation of a new A-J History website.
The website was created by Amy Penninger, a history 

teacher at the Union County school.
The school noted on a social media posting that “Mrs. 

Penninger and her students have been working hard to 
scan archival copies of our yearbooks. 

“The mission of this project is to preserve Anna-Jones-
boro Community High School historical documents in a 
format for all to access and appreciate. 

“On this site you will find links to a digital archive of the 
history of A-JCHS, including the former Union Academy, 
old campus, annuals/yearbooks, and more.”

Look for the new website online at https://sites.google.
com/aj81.net/historyarchive/home.
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