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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

As of May 11: Two more in region recover from COVID-19

Three new cases in Union County, total of 62

U.S. Route 51 project
Traffic has been reduced to one lane with the start of a project along new U.S. Route 51 north of 

Anna. Temporary traffic signals are in place. The project started last week. The Illinois Department of 
Transportation, IDOT, reported that the work is being done at the intersection of Lime Kiln Road and 
Spanish Bluff Road at new U.S. Route 51, 0.7 of a mile north of Anna. IDOT noted that the work has led 
to the closing down of Lime Kiln Road and Spanish Bluff Road during the entire project. Motorists are 
advised to find an alternate route. The work is expected to last three to six weeks. The project involves 
paved shoulder removal, Portland cement concrete shoulders, timber curb removal, curb and gutter, 
earth and furnished excavation and stone rip rap to repair the existing slopes. 

Weather
High 69, low 32;
frost on May 9, 11

Frost is very unusual in 
May in the Union County 
area – unless the low tem-
perature drops to an unex-
pected 32 degrees.

That was what happened 
during the period of May 
5-11 in Union County.

A low temperature of 32 
degrees was recorded on 
May 9 in Jonesboro. Frost 
accompanied the unseason-
ably cold temperature.

The low dipped to 34 
degrees on May 11 and light 
frost was seen in Jonesboro.

High temperatures dur-
ing the period stayed in 
the 60s.

Precipitation included 
.03 of an inch on May 5, .04 
of an inch on May 6 and .73 
of an inch on May 9. 

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, May 5          68 53
Wednesday, May 6     61 41
Thursday, May 7        69 37
Friday, May 8             62 38
Saturday, May 9          65 32
Sunday, May 10          68 40
Monday, May 11        63 34

Southern Seven Health 
Department on Monday 
reported two new recovered 
cases of COVID-19 in its 
service area in Southern 
Illinois. Both individuals 
were from Pulaski County.

As of Monday, there 
were 40 people from the 
Southern Seven region who 
had recovered since the 
start of the pandemic in the 
United States.  

Southern Seven Health 
Department on Monday 
also confirmed four new 
cases of COVID-19 in its 
service area, which includes 
Union County.

All four of the persons 
with new cases were being 
isolated. 

The new cases, by coun-
ty, included:

Union County: one fe-
male in her 10s, one female 
in her 20s and one female 
in her 40s.

Alexander County: One 
female in her 50s.

The health department 
noted that several Union 
County residents who have 
tested positive within the 
last weeks are tied to out-
breaks at workplaces out-
side of the Southern Seven 
region. 

As of Monday, Southern 
Seven was reporting a total 
of 107 cases and one death 
in its service. 

The number of individ-
uals confirmed, to date, 
within the Southern Seven 
counties:

Union County: 62 cases. 
11 of the 62 had recov-
ered. One death has been 
reported in Union County.

(The number of cases in 
Union County rose from 57 
on May 7 to 59 on May 8 
and then to 62 on May 11.)

Alexander County: Six 
positive cases. Three of the 
six had recovered.

Hardin County: One 
positive case. The person 
recovered.

Johnson County: Four 
cases. Four of the four had 
recovered.

Massac County: Six 
cases. Three of the six had 
recovered.

Pope County: One case.
Pulaski County: 27 cases. 

18 of the 27 had recovered. 
According to the Illi-

nois Department of Public 
Health, IDPH, in Illinois 
there were 1,266 new in-
dividuals with COVID-19 
identified on May 11, bring-
ing the confirmed total in 

the state to 79,007 individu-
als, with 3,459 deaths.

Veterans Homes
IDPH also reported on 

Monday that in addition to 
other congregate settings, 
cases at Illinois veterans 
homes are being monitored. 

As of Monday, the vet-
erans home in Manteno 
was reporting 40 cases: 
30 residents and 10 staff. 
One resident at the LaSalle 
home tested positive but has 
since tested negative.

No cases had been report-
ed at the veterans homes in 
Anna or Quincy.

Be sure to check out the 
Union County CEO pro-
gram’s virtual trade show.

***
Southern Seven Health 

Department is encouraging 
area residents to be pre-
pared for severe weather, 
including thunderstorms, 
damaging winds, tornadoes, 
large hail, flooding and 
flash flooding. “Pay atten-
tion to weather reports,” 
the health department says.

***
An “arctic blast” made 

for a chilly and  blustery 
Mother’s Day weekend in 
the region. Forecasts from 
the National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah were 
calling for frost and freez-
ing temperatures. Highly 
unusual for May.

*** 
Flamm Orchards near 

Cobden continues to have 
a successful season for 
strawberry sales. Crops 
were covered last week due 
to the arctic cold.

***
Flamm Ochards also re-

ported that it had peonies 
from LeFevre Blooms and 
Branches, a local grower 
in Anna.

***
Bass Farms near Cobden 

also has been reporting 
a successful strawberry 
season.

***
For the first time, in quite 

some time, there was not a 
flood warning in place for 
the Mississippi River at 
Cape Girardeau as of early 
this week.

*** 
The National Weather 

Service’s forecast for the re-
gion, as of early this week, 
was calling for the pos-
sibility of thunderstorms 
through Monday, with the 
possibility of localized 
strong storms from Friday 
into the weekend. Warmer 
weather also was in the 
forecast.

***
The City of Anna re-

ported on social media that 
its 2020 Census response 
rate was 62.6 percent. The 
city continues to work hard 
to promote participation in 
the Census.

(continued on page 2)

CEO program planning virtual trade show
Union County CEO’s 

young entrepreneurs should 
have just finished another 
successful regional trade 
show at the Dunn-Rich-
mond Center at Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale and their dynamic end 
of year celebration/trade 
show at the Davie School 
Inn in Anna. 

Instead, they are shel-
tered in place for coro-
navirus/COVID-19 while 
still making every effort to 
complete the final require-
ment of this unique high 
school class – to research, 
plan, create, run and present 
a small business at a trade 
show.

Unexpected lessons that  
Union County CEO Team 
2020 members have learned 
are that businesses must 
adjust to things out of their 
control, carefully weigh 
the pros and cons of how 
they do business and decide 
how to market amid social 
distancing.  

With those lessons in 
mind, the CEO students 
will be having a virtual 
trade show.

UCCEO program board 
chair Casey Stout stated: 
“Our board is very pleased 
to announce this virtual 
trade show for Friday, May 
15, on Facebook.  

“Our students have kept 
positive attitudes, have 

worked hard, and are pre-
pared to wow you with 
what they have been able 
to accomplish under un-
precedented circumstances.  

“We thank our facilitator, 
Kathy Bryan, for model-
ing how to use resources 
to overcome what could 
have been disastrous for 
these students, some who 
still will need to pay back 
loans.”

Here are the descriptions 
the business owners shared 
for the virtual trade show:

Alex Remsey
Alto Archery Targets
Located in deep South-

ern Illinois, Alto Archery 
Targets is committed to 
providing quality archery 
targets for avid outdoors-
men and archery fanatics 
who share the same passion 
for archery as our dedicated 
team.

Alex  Remsey started 
Alto Archery Targets as a 
way to offer high quality 
targets to Union County 
but also to start a business 
that followed his passion 
for archery.  

If you enjoy bow hunt-
ing or archery, go to Alex’s 
Facebook Page, Alto Ar-
chery Targets, and check 
out his pictures and videos 
of his target in use. This 
would make a great Father’s 
Day gift.

Drake Roach
SI Pressure Washing
SI Pressure Washing is 

dedicated to offering af-
fordable pressure washing 
in Southern Illinois.  

Having spent summers 
working in lawn care, he 
knew he enjoyed working 
outdoors and, decided to 
create SI Pressure Washing.  

SI Pressure Washing can 
make your home, patio, 
boat, or whatever you need 
cleaned look good as new.  

Check them out  on 
Facebook at SI Pressure 
Washing to see examples 
of Drake’s work or contact 
Drake Roach at 618-697-
4321.

Reece Barrow
Gear Rack
Gear Rack stores all your 

sports gear in one place, 
allows your gear to dry 
without losing its shape, 
and most importantly, keeps 
the unpleasant smells of 
dirt and sweat out of your 
house. 

Made in locally, using 
American materials, Gear 
Rack is 100 percent weath-
er-resistant, durable, com-
pact and very affordable. 

Reece developed his idea 
based off a rack that his 
grandfather had made for 
him when he was on the 
football team to let his gear 
air out after practice and 
games.  

CEO program student
Reece Barrow, owner of Gear Rack, will be one 

of the featured presenters in the local CEO Virtual 
Trade Show, which is planned Friday, May 15, on 
Facebook: Union County CEO. Photo provided.

Reece expanded this idea 
and can tailor racks to any 
sport’s storage needs.  

He has also focused on 
creating storage racks for 
swimming pool areas to 

allow for floaties, pool 
noodles and towels to be 
kept organized and out of 
the way when they are not 
in use. 

(continued on page 2)
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Farmers market planned in Anna
An Anna municipal parking lot along East Davie Street was empty when the picture was taken. However, 

activity should be seen Tuesday, May 19, when the 2020 Union County farmers market is scheduled to 
open for the 2020 season. The market is scheduled to begin at 7 a.m. and continues through about noon 
each Tuesday until Thanksgiving. Social distancing will be practiced at the market. Photo provided.

If sports are a part of your 
family’s life, you’ve got to 
get a Gear Rack. Follow 
Gear Rack on Facebook for 
more information.   

Laura Brown
LB Designs
Laura Brown’s business, 

LB Designs, strives to offer 
cute, affordable tassel ear-
rings to women in Union 
County without the hassle 
of going to another area 
to find this latest trend in 
earrings.  

All of her products are 
handmade from custom 
orders so women can pick 
their favorite colors, school 
colors, or coordinate with 
that special outfit. LB De-
signs can be found on Face-
book.

Julia Lasley
Train with Jules
As an athlete, Julia Las-

ley has always had to main-
tain a certain level of fitness 
and is aware of how dif-
ficult it can be to maintain 
a healthy lifestyle.  

Julia decided to create 
a fitness blog in order to 
share her experience and 
support those who might be 
struggling in maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle.  

At Train with Jules, she 
releases her fitness routines, 
recipes, advice and various 
health information.  

Julia plans to continue 
her blog when she moves to 
Mississippi to go to college.  

You can find links to 
her blog on Facebook and 
Instagram or subscribe at 
trainwjules.com.

Addison Osman
Mr. Union County
Addison Osman has vol-

unteered and competed at 
pageants for many years.  

She knew from the be-
ginning of personal busi-
ness discussions that she 
wanted to host a pageant 
but with a twist.

Addison’s pageant would 
be Mr. Union County, a 
competition for Union 
County junior and senior 
high school boys where 
the winner would receive a 
scholarship.    

Addison was in the pro-
cess of securing sponsors 
for the scholarship and 
registering boys to compete 
in the pageant when the stay 
at home order was enacted 
in March.  

At this time, Mr. Union 
County is on hold but 
you can contact Addison 
through Mr. Union County 
Facebook page or at 20ad-
dos@gmail.com.  

Braden Benns
Rustic Refinishings
As a hobby, Braden had 

refinished several pieces 
of furniture for his own 
use over the last year and 
decided that he would turn 
that hobby into his busi-
ness. 

Rustic Refinishings takes 
old furniture and gives it 
new life.  

He finds everything from 
tables and chairs to end 
tables, refinishes them and 
sells them at an affordable 
price.  

Braden’s goal was to 
provide families in Union 

CEO program trade show
(continued from page 1) County with nice furniture 

that they may not have been 
able to afford at a new fur-
niture price.  

Braden has also taken 
small pieces of furniture 
and refinished them for cus-
tomers. He can be reached 
through his Facebook page: 
Rustic Refinishings.

Noah McFarland
Boog ie s  Backyard 

Builds
Noah decided to put his 

skill in woodworking to use 
and turn it into his business: 
lawn games for families.  

Boog ie ’s  Backya rd 
Builds provides made-to-
order wooden lawn games.    

Noah’s goal is to pro-
vide a way for families to 
unplug, get outside and 
enjoy healthy family time 
together. 

Noah specializes in corn 
hole games that can be 
personalized to your design.  
You can see Noah’s de-
signs at Boogie’s Backyard 
Builds on Facebook. 

Lauren Lyerla
SweetOpiee
Lauren has created a 

fashion blog called Sweet 
Opiee. 

Lauren has been involved 
with boutiques in the area 
since participating in pag-
eants.  

Lauren’s goal is to create 
a blog that any girl living 
in a rural area could relate 
to but that also highlights 
clothes that can be pur-
chased from local boutiques  
through a link on her page.  

You can find out more 
about SweetOpiee on her 
Facebook page or by email-
ing Lauren at sweetopiee-
blog@gmail.com.

Joe Brumleve
Joe’s Produce
Joe  Brumleve knew that 

he wanted to do something 
in agriculture. 

During his research, Joe 
found that there were very 
few local businesses of-
fering home delivery of 
produce in Union County.  

He realized that many 
people who desire local 
produce cannot get to the 
farmers’ markets either 
because the times are incon-

venient, or they may not be 
able to drive to them.  

Joe decided to fill that 
gap for people in Union 
County by offering a box 
of fresh,  local produce 
delivered to their door once 
a week.  

If you are interested in 
Joe’s Produce, contact him 
through his Facebook page, 
Joe’s Produce.  

Michelle Wolford
Rockin “W” Candles
Michelle Wolford de-

cided that she wanted to 
make a “healthier” candle.   

She had found that there 
are a variety of harmful 
additives in many candles.  

Michelle decided that she 
would make candles with 
organic soy and all organic 
scents and colors so that 
they would be better for her 
customers. Each candle is 
handmade and comes in a 
mason jar.  

Michelle’s business, 
Rockin “W” Candles, 
makes candles in a variety 
of sizes and scents. 

Michelle can be contact-
ed through her Facebook 
page, Rockin “W” Candles 
to place orders.   

Jayclynn Presutti
Delightful Design De-

cals
Delightful Design Decals 

is owned and operated by 

Jayclynn Presutti. 
Delightful Design Decals 

was created to fill a void 
in the smaller schools by 
providing custom sport and 
club decals. 

The stay at home order 
has shifted her focus, and 
she is now hard at work 
creating decals for custom 
orders. She has made reli-
gion based, patriotic, armed 
forces, monograms and 
many more decals. 

You can visit Delight-
ful Design Decals or text 
618-303-4021 to place an 
order for your high quality, 
durable, and custom decal. 
Jayclynn will bring your 
vision to light.

The Union County class 
is actually about life skills, 
Adulting 101, couched 
in the world of business, 
where students learn about 
accountability, time man-
agement, engagement, ef-
fective communication, 
money management, cus-
tomer service, commitment 
and grit.  

No matter the fields these 
students go into, they will 
have profited from these 
“soft skills” that are often 
missing from those enter-
ing the workforce or higher 
education.

The virtual trade show 
starting May 15 will be ac-
cessed through Facebook: 
Union County CEO.

News Notes
(continued from page 1)

The Jonesboro City 
Council had a regular meet-
ing last week. The meeting 
was conducted in the city’s 
fire station. Social distanc-
ing was practiced. Jones-
boro officials, like many 
others, are uncertain how 
the pandemic will impact 
their budget situation.

***
The Southern Illinois 

Strong campaign this week 
announced a list of about 
20 small businesses in the 
region which are receiv-
ing grants of $1,500 each 
to help meet challenges 
created by the pandemic. 
The campaign involves 
area state legislators and 
the Southern Illinois Com-
munity Foundation.

***
Members of Shawnee 

Community College’s Nu 
Alpha Alpha Chapter of Phi 
Beta Lambda received hon-
ors during a recent online 
state leadership conference.

***
Folks  were  playing 

golf last Thursday at the 
Union County Country 
Club course in Anna...and 
pickleball, too, at the Anna 
City Park. The golf course 
and pickleball courts both 
have reopened after being 
closed in response to the 
coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic.

***
Dongola School is offer-

ing a virtual concert and art 
show on its Facebook page.

***
The  former  Casper 

Produce building west of 
Jonesboro got a new roof.

*** 
Ken Laster’s property 

at the intersection of state 
Routes 127 and 146 appears 
to be getting a new tenant.

*** 
Lick Creek School ap-

pears to be getting a new 
roof or major repairs.

*** 
Some complaints have 

been heard from local busi-
nesses about how easing 
COVID-19 restrictions in 
Missouri is hurting the 
economy of Southern Il-
linois.

*** 
Macey Davis, daughter 

of Dr. J.T. and Mrs. Da-
vis and grandaughter of 
Dr. Tom Davis (formerly 
of Anna), is getting well-
deserved recognition for 
being a member of the 
Carbondale High School 
football squad as a kicker. 
Her nickname is “Money.”

***
May 16 is Armed Forces 

Day.
***

The Missouri Air Nation-
al Guard conducted a B-2 
Stealth Bomber flyover on 
Friday, May 8, as a salute 
to honor medical and health 
care professionals, essential 
employees and volunteers 
in the fight against coro-
navirus/COVID-19. The 
flyover’s path included the 
Cape Girardeau area.

***
The Southern Illinois 

Miners baseball team in 
Marion was announcing 
plans on social media for 
a virtual opening day cel-
ebration on May 15. A live 
fireworks show is slated to 
be part of the celebration.

***
May 15 is Endangered 

Species Day.
***

Amtrak announced that 
beginning May 11, it would 
require all customers in 
stations, and on trains and 
thruway buses, to wear 
facial coverings.

***
The coronavirus/COV-

ID-19 pandemic and state-
wide stay-at-home order 
have led to the cancellation 
of all university-sponsored 
summer events at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign through 
July 5.

IDOT reported that this 
traffic configuration is 
scheduled to be in place un-
til Nov. 15 to facilitate con-
struction of a new bridge 
carrying southbound I-57 
over Big Creek near MP 27. 

IDOT advised in a news 
release that “motorists 
should use extreme caution 
through this work zone and 
be aware of speed reduc-
tions and traffic control 
devices. Please slow down 
and use extreme caution 
while driving through all 
work zones.”

IDOT District 9 updates 
can be found on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/IDOT-
District9.

The Illinois Department 
of Transportation, IDOT, 
is alerting motorists about a 
lane shift on I-57 in Union 
County which was sched-
uled to begin late last week.

IDOT reported that be-
ginning at noon on Friday, 
May 8, weather permitting, 
all traffic on I-57 from just 
south of the Illinois 146 
interchange (MP 30) to 
just north of the Dongola 
interchange (MP 26) was 
going to be shifted to the 
northbound lanes. 

Traffic will be in a head-
to-head configuration, sepa-
rated by concrete barrier, 
with one lane for each di-
rection of travel. 

IDOT announces lane shift
scheduled to begin on I-57
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Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank would like to 

congratulate the Shawnee 
High School Class of 2020!

We wish you success in all 
that your future holds. The Class of 2020 has earned it.

Now more than ever, our grads need to 
know how we feel about them.

Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles show your 
graduates how proud you are of them and their

accomplishments by running their picture
along with message congratulating them in

The Gazette-Democrat and/or Monday's Pub.
Get a 2x3 ad for only $25.00

Call Scarlett Tarpley at 618-833-2158
now to get it set up.

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999
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Some more signs of the times
The coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic has had a major impact on the plans 

for 2020 graduation ceremonies at Union County schools. Messages on a sign in 
downtown Cobden have reflected the ongoing impact of the pandemic.

The Cobden High School class of 2020 will be celebrated with a senior graduation 
parade which is set for 7 p.m. Friday, May 15. The parade is scheduled to begin 
at Cobden High School. The event will  follow the route of a parade which is held 
each summer during the Cobden Peach Festival. The parade’s route is through 
the downtown Cobden area.

Organizers are encouraging the community to decorate signs, yards and store 
fronts to honor the 2020 graduating ceremonies. Seniors will be dressed in their 
graduation caps and gowns. They will be required to remain in their vehicles as 
the parade goes through town. Safe social distancing will be practiced. Groups 
will not be allowed to congregate, either before or after the parade. In the event 
of inclement weather, the parade will be held at 7 p.m. on May 16.

Special event also to be held Friday

Virtual baccalaureate 
held for A-J seniors

Members of the An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School graduating 
Class of 2020 have joined 
for a virtual baccalaureate 
service.

And on Friday evening, 
May 15, a special event is 
planned for this year’s grad-
uating seniors.

Both events are part of the 
response to the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic. 

T h e  U n i o n  C o u n t y 
school’s 2020 graduation 
ceremony had been sched-
uled for May 16. 

Now, it is hoped that an 
in-person commencement 
ceremony can be held on 
June 27.

Baccalaureate
The Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School 
Class of 2020 celebrated 
graduation season with a 
virtual baccalaureate. 

The video montage cel-
ebrating the senior class 
of 2020 was posted to the 
A-JCHS Facebook page on 
Sunday, May 10. 

Clips from class officers 
and other A-J students were 
featured, sharing prayers, 
inspirational quotes, poems, 

scripture readings and other 
messages of encouragement. 

The featured speaker for 
the event was Danny Mc-
Farland, pastor of youth and 
recreation for Anna Heights 
Baptist Church in Anna.

“Think about all those 
who have reached out to 
show you support,” said 
McFarland. 

“Your  f ami ly,  you r 
friends, your parents, your 
teachers, the whole com-
munity has stepped up and 
supported you guys so much. 
So I want you to think about 
that. You are not alone.”

“Stay focused,” McFar-
land continued, “and move 
on knowing that greatness 
awaits you around every 
turn.” 

The virtual baccalaure-
ate can be found on the 
A-JCHS Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/
TheAJWIldcats/.

Friday Evening Event
On Friday, May 15, from 

4 p.m. to 6 p.m., A-JCHS 
seniors will be able to drive 
to the school and pick up 
their caps and gowns, senior 
shirts, senior signs, official 
transcripts and immuniza-
tion records.

Appropriate social dis-
tancing will be practiced 
Friday evening.

A message posted on so-
cial media noted that faculty 
and staff will be invited to 
be at the school to show 
their support for the 2020 
graduates.

There should only be one 
car per graduate. Each car 
should contain only family 
members who live in the 
same residence.

At an appropriately deter-
mined location, each student 
will leave the vehicle and 
pick up graduation items.

It was also noted that 
Friday evening’s event does 
not take the place of gradua-
tion. School officials are still 
hoping to have a graduation 
ceremony in late June.

Mayor signs proclamation designating 
May as Mental Health Month in Anna

Mayor Steve Hartline 
has signed a proclamation 
designating May as Mental 
Health Awareness Month 
in Anna.   

“We are thankful to May-
or Hartline for recogniz-
ing May as Mental Health 
Awareness month,” said 
Karen Lawless, director 
of the Senior Solutions 
program at Union County 
Hospital in Anna.

“The staff at Senior Solu-
tions appreciates the sup-
port,” Lawless said.

The proclamation signed 
by Anna’s mayor declares 
that:

“...mental health is essen-
tial to everyone’s overall 
health and well-being.

“...all Americans face 
challenges in life that can 
impact their mental health.

“...prevention is an ef-

fective way to reduce the 
burden of mental health 
conditions.

“...there are practical 
tools that all people can 
use to improve their mental 
health and increase resil-
iency.

“...mental health condi-
tions are real and prevalent 
in our nation.

“...with effective treat-
ment, those individuals with 
mental health conditions 
can recover and lead full, 
productive lives.

“...each business, school, 
government agency, health-
care provider, organiza-
tion and citizen shares the 
burden of mental health 
problems and has a respon-
sibility to promote mental 
wellness and support pre-
vention efforts.”

Along with proclaim-
ing May as Mental Health 
Month in Anna, the mayor 
also called upon “the cit-
izens, government agen-
cies, public and private 
institutions, businesses 
and schools in Anna to re-
commit our community to 

increasing awareness and 
understanding of mental 
health, the steps our citizens 
can take to protect their men-
tal health, and the need for 
appropriate and accessible 
services for all people with 
mental health conditions.”

The Senior Solutions Pro-
gram is an intensive outpa-
tient counseling program.

The program is designed 
to meet the unique needs of 
older adults over the age of 
65 who are struggling with 
depression and anxiety often 
related to aging.  

Services which are of-
fered include group therapy, 
individual therapy, fami-
ly therapy, mental health 
evaluation, medication ed-
ucation and management, 
community resources and 
after-care planning.  

Information about the 
Senior Solutions program 
at Union County Hospital 
is available by calling 833-
4505. 

Individuals or organiza-
tions also can call Senior 
Solutions if they are inter-
ested in partnering to raise 
awareness or if they would 
like to receive free educa-
tion on mental health. 

Stinson Memorial Library 
in Anna reported on social 
media that Hoopla is now 
live for the library’s patrons. 

Access to Hoopla is avail-
able online at https://www.
hoopladigital.com/.

Stinson Memorial Library 
patrons can sign up with 
their library card number 
and PIN. Patrons will also 
need a valid email address. 

There are thousands of 
items available to check 
out. Each patron may check 
out three items per month 
using their Stinson Library 
account. 

Stinson offers Hoopla for patrons
Once you have set up 

your account on Hoopla 
Digital you can download 
the app to any of your devic-
es using the Apple App Store 
or Google Play for Android 
devices.

If you are having any 
problems accessing Hoopla, 
send a message on Face-
book, email llivesay@stin-
sonlibrary.org or fill out 
the temporary library card 
form pinned to the top of the 
library’s page and they can 
check that you have a valid 
card and PIN or set up a new 
temporary card for you.



Tim McGrath, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1000 Leigh Ave., Ste. C
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6894

Your IRA & 401K
Rollover Headquarters

See us for:
Stocks • Bonds • CDs • Mutual Funds

Simple & SEP Retirement Plans 
Annuities • 401K Plans

www.edwardjones.com   Member SIPC 48GTF

Pastor's Corner by Pastor Don Cox

Hoping for a better tomorrow is like look-
ing in a mirror and hoping for a nice hair 
day . . . if YOU don't make it happen, it's 
certain it won't.

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
22G

Sports Memories
The coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic has closed Union County public 

schools – and put a halt to the sports season. In the absence of competition, 
we are taking a look back at some memories from past school sports action.

Team wins tournament, 2015
The Union County Soccer League 1st and 2nd grade team sponsored by 

Anna State Bank took first place in an end of spring season tournament. In 
the first row are, from left, Aidan McFadden, Nathan Hubbs, Jack Smith, Olivia 
Schaefer, Macie Hoehner and Bryan Wright. In the second row are Nick Lingle, 
Angel Guijon, Landen Richardson, Alex Palmer. Lyric Wright, Mackenzie 
Jackson and Cheyanne Greer. Lucas Vaca Diez could not be present for the 
picture. Coaches were Marcus Schaefer and Mitchell Alsip. Photo provided.

Cobden pitcher, 2015
Logan Spalt was the starting pitcher for Cobden in a high school baseball 

game when the Appleknockers faced Benton in the opening game of an 
invitational tournament. The tournament was hosted by the Appleknockers.

Aiming for a goal, 2015
Elle Basler attempts to score a goal during Anna-Jonesboro Community 

High School’s home soccer game against Sikeston, Mo., High School on 
Wednesday, April 29. Photo by Lindsey Rae Vaughn.

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

As with the other Sun-
days we’ve been meet-
ing for worship via Zoom, 
as each person or family 
joined the group greetings 
and joys were shared.

Best wishes were shared 
with all the mothers and 
ladies tuned in.

Praise reports and prayer 
requests were then shared 
and Rev. Thompson offered 
the intercessory prayer. 

Rev. Dee Ann Thomp-
son’s sermon was titled 
“God Has Given Us Choic-
es,” with scripture from 
Deuteronomy.

In the selected scripture, 
Moses was addressing the 
Hebrews as they were pre-
paring to  cross into the 
Promised Land after wan-
dering for 40 years.

Moses urged them to 
“love the Lord your God 
and walk in His way.”

The sermon shared that 
“God has given us choices: 
life or death, blessing or 
curse. All day, every day, 
we have to make choices; 
some will be simple deci-
sions, and others will be 
life altering.  

“God gives us the ability 
to choose, but we are re-
sponsible for our choices.

“Whether the choice is 
easy or hard, there will be 
a consequence.  The choices 
we make will determine 
where we spend eternity.”

Rev. Thompson closed 
with the question: “Will you 
accept Christ as your savior 
and have life eternal?”

If you would like to hear 
Rev. Thompson’s sermons, 
they are posted on the 
church’s Facebook page at 
“Camp Ground Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church” 
and on YouTube.  

For at least the rest of 
May, the church will be 
having services electron-
ically. If you want to be 
a part of the live worship 
experience, contact any 
member of the congrega-
tion for the Zoom link.

Happy Birthday to Ken-
neth Thompson, whose spe-
cial day was Saturday, the 
9th, and to Landon Roach, 
who will have a birthday 
Sunday, the 17th.

Congratulations to Da-
vid and Jhan Miller whose 
wedding anniversary was 
Monday, the 11th.

Sandy Boaz is the lead 
elder for May.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A drive-in service was 

held on the church parking 
lot on Mother’s Day, May 
10. 

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Randy Wright and the 
worship team.  

Sunday’s message was 
titled “A Godly Mother,” 
with scripture from Prov-
erbs. The message was 
given by Pastor Wright 
and can be listened to on 
the church’s website at 
annanaz.com and on the 
Anna First Church of the 
Nazarene Facebook page.  

Harley and Madison 
Schnaare closed the service 
with a special song fol-
lowed by prayer by Pastor 
Wright.  

Each mother was honored 
by being given a carnation 
as they left the parking lot.

Wednesday Bible study 
and Saturday night Bible 
study are held at 6:30 p.m. 
by using Zoom.  

The link to these Zoom 
services can be found on the 
church’s Anna First Church 
of the Nazarene Facebook 
page. 

Birthdays: John Reeves, 
May 11; Rose Reeves, May 
14; Madison Schnaare, 
May 15.

A Sunday School board 
meeting is planned at 6 
p.m. on May 14. A church 
board meeting is planned at 
7 p.m. on May 14. Both of 
the meetings will be done 
on Zoom.

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church 
office at 833-6702 and leav-
ing a message if necessary 
or by calling Pastor Wright 
at 618-534-7103.

News from

Anna First
Baptist Church

Pastor Nick’s Bible study 
on Sunday, May 10, was 
titled “The Spiritual Disci-
pline of Fasting.” Scripture 
was from Matthew.

His sermon for last Sun-
day was titled “Rich To-
ward God.” Scripture was 
from Luke. 

Bible studies and ser-
mons can be viewed on-
line at www.annafirst.org/
sermons.

The church plans to have 
a food giveaway every 
Thursday, starting today. 
The giveaway will be from 
11 a.m. to noon in the 
church parking lot.

It will be a drive-thru 
giveaway that is open to 
everyone in the community. 
The church plans to do the 
giveaway every Thursday.
News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church, Anna

Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church in Anna continued 
its live-stream services on 
May 10.  

Members of the congre-
gation sent family photos 
to the church to be placed 
in the pews during worship, 
to show Pastor Mark that 
although they couldn’t be 
there in person, they were 
there in spirit, and that 
he wasn’t preaching to an 
empty church.  

Take-away communion 
was provided from 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. at Salem Luther-
an Church in Jonesboro, 
with assistance from Sarah 
Hensch.  

This will continue each 
Sunday until the congre-
gation is allowed to meet 
together, hopefully on May 
31, for regular services.

Prayers were offered for 
the whole people of God, 
for the sick and suffering, 

for families who have lost 
loved ones and for every-
one who is effected by the 
coronavirus.  

This year’s graduates 
from Salem and Mt. Moriah 
include:

8th grade: Alyson Hasty, 
Alexandria Keller, Baley 
Robinson, Tyler Cunning-
ham.

High  s choo l :  N ick 
Bussey, Julia Lasley.  

Congratulations on a job 
well done, grads. If anyone 
has a member of the family 
who is graduating from 
8th grade, high school or 
college, please let us know 
so that they can be acknowl-
edged.

In the meantime, the 
church encourages every-
one to stay safe, stay home, 
wear masks if you go out, 
wash your hands and above 
all, practice social distanc-
ing. This, too, shall pass.

Hess News
By Glenn Heisner

I am typing this on the 
most unusual Mother’s 
Day most of us have ever 
seen.

On Mother ’s Day in 
1962, our daughter Glenna 
was born.

This Mother’s Day was 
the birthday of her son.

I guess I am going into 
my second childhood. I 
bought some baby chicks 
last week.

On the lighter side, we 
went through the drive thru 
at McDonald’s. We went to 
pay and the cashier said our 
meal was paid for. Thank 
you Darryl Hannahs, as we 
didn’t even see him. There 
are some good things going 
on during this pandemic.

We enjoy brother Dar-
ryl’s messages on the phone 
and hope to be back in 
church soon.
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BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

COBDEN
AUTO REPAIR

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years

Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Southpass 
Beads & Fibers

Feed your crafting needs.
BEADS • YARN

SUPPLIES

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 12-6 • Sat. 10-5
southpassbeads.etsy.com • Find us on  southpassbeads

203 E. Ash St., Cobden, IL • (618) 893-6170

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

We gladly accept Link, WIC, MasterCard, Visa, American Express, 
Discover, Debit Cards, Cash and Checks with proper ID.

We Carry All Major Tire Brands
And A Full Line Of Mastercraft Tires

COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR NEEDS

 Mon.-Fri. 7:30 to 5:30
213 N. Appleknocker • Cobden, IL

893-2102

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery Attend the 

Church of 
Your Choice!

603 East Broad St. • PO Box 896
Jonesboro, IL 62952 • 833-1725

Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Union County
Market

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING
Call for "free" winter inspection!

618-351-1881
Seamless Aluminum Guttering

Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards
Roof Repairs • Home Improvement

Service and Repair • Siding & OverhangCLAUDE WRIGHT (618) 697-1408

"TOP 
SHELF 

FINISHES
FOR

YOUR 
home"

From Paphos, Paul and his companions set sail and arrived at Perga in Pamphylia. But John left them and returned to Jeru-
salem. They continued on from Perga and reached Antioch in Pisidia. On the sabbath they entered into the synagogue and took 
their seats. After the reading of the law and the prophets, the synagogue officials sent word to them, “My brothers, if one of you 
has a word of exhortation for the people, please speak.”

So Paul got up, motioned with his hand, and said, “Fellow children of Israel and you others who are God-fearing, listen. The 
God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and exalted the people during their sojourn in the land of Egypt. With uplifted 
arm he led them out, and for about forty years he put up with them in the desert. When he had destroyed seven nations in the 
land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance at the end of about four hundred and fifty years. After these things he 
provided judges up to Samuel the prophet. Then they asked for a king. God gave them Saul, son of Kish, a man from the tribe of 
Benjamin, for forty years. Then he removed him and raised up David as their king; of him he testified, I have found David, son 
of Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will carry out my every wish. From this man’s descendants God, according to his prom-
ise, has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. John heralded his coming by proclaiming a baptism of repentance to all the people 
of Israel; and as John was completing his course, he would say, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. Behold, one is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.’” From the Book of Acts

The Gazette-Democrat  Thursday, May 14, 2020 Section A - Page 5



Local churches provide
food to those in need

During the challenging 
times which have been 
caused by the coronavi-
rus/COVID-19 pandem-
ic, some Union County 
churches are ministering to 
the community by making 
food available to those who 
are in need.

The First United Meth-
odist Church in Anna has 
for some time offered free 
Loaves & Fishes meals to 
the community.

Due to the pandemic, 
large groups of people 
are not able to gather for 
such activities as the meals 
which have been served at 
the Anna church.

As a way to continue 
ministering to the commu-
nity, the church plans to 
have a grocery giveaway 
on the third Tuesday of the 
month, starting at 5 p.m.

Free groceries will be 
given to anyone in need. 
The church is located at 111 
W. Monroe St. in Anna. 

The Anna Church of the 
Nazarene had a free bag of 
groceries giveaway planned 
for Saturday, May 9.

The First Baptist Church 
in Anna plans to have a food 
giveaway every Thursday, 
starting today. 

The giveaway will be 
from 11 a.m. to noon in 

Food giveaway
A sign notes that a food giveaway is planned 

on Thursdays at the First Baptist Church in Anna.
the church parking lot. The 
church is located at 409 
Morgan St. in Anna.

It will be a drive-thru 
giveaway that is open to 
everyone in the community. 
The church plans to do the 
giveaway every Thursday.

The First Baptist Church 
in Jonesboro also is serv-
ing as a temporary home 
for Shawnee Development 
Council’s food pantry.

The pantry normally is 
located in a building on 
the grounds of the Choate 
Mental Health and Devel-
opmental Center in Anna. 
However, visitors are not 
being allowed at the center 
during the pandemic.

Hours for the food pantry 
are Wednesday, from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. and from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Curbside service is pro-
vided; those who come are 
asked to stay in their car. 

Senior boxes are distrib-
uted on the third Tuesday of 
each month, from 9 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. and from 12:30 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

***
Churches which are of-

fering food and meals are 
invited to share information 
about their ministry. 

Informat ion can be 
mailed to news@annan-

News from

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

On Sunday, May 10, Pas-
tor Perry Williams preached 
via transmitter for drive-up 
church. 

The church has been 
having a great turn out as 
worshippers stayed in their 
cars on the church’s lower 
parking lot while tuned in 
to their radios on station 
87.9 FM. 

Dee Rose led in worship 
and Debbie York played the 
keyboard. 

The message was also 
live streamed, which can 
be found on the church’s 
Facebook page: @jones-
borofbc. You can find other 
messages there under the 
Video tab.

Pastor Perry also is  live 
streaming a series of devo-
tionals at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday on Face-
book.

Don’t have Facebook? 
Go to YouTube.com and do 
a search under Brother Per-
ry Williams. His messages 
are there, also.

At the present time, all 
activities are postponed, 
other than live stream ser-
vices and drive-up church, 
weather permitting. 

Check the church’s Face-
book site for updated mes-
sages. 

The church’s prayer line 
can be called at 833-4021 
to hear prayer requests and 
updates.

Birthdays: Myrtle Mar-
tin, Jayson Rose, May 13; 
Bon Kohler, May 16.

Anniversaries: Jose and 
Jerri Tehandon, May 15, 
21 years.

The schedule for worship 
at Jonesboro First Baptist 
this coming week includes a 
live stream worship service 
on Sunday at 10 a.m. on 
Facebook. 

Anna City Council again meets
by conducting teleconference

The Anna City Council 
conducted three meetings 
on Tuesday evening, May 
5.

The schedule included a 
special meeting at 4 p.m., 
another special meeting 
at 4:30 p.m. and a regular 
meeting at 5 p.m.

All three of the meetings 
were conducted by telecon-
ference. All five members 
of the city council were 
part of the teleconference 
meeting.

For the time being, the 
city council is having meet-
ings by teleconference in 
response to the impact of 
the coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic.

Topics on the agenda 
for the special meetings 
included Downstate Small 
Business Stabilization grant 
applications funded by the 
state through a Community 
Development Block Grant, 
CCBG, program, as well as 
annexation of two pieces of 
property – one along Dog-
walk Road and one along 
Lick Creek Road. Both of 
the proposed annexations 
were approved.

The agenda for the reg-
ular meeting included the 
pandemic, the 2020 Anna 
Pool season and Indepen-
dence Day fireworks.

During the meeting, city 
officials encouraged sup-
port for local business-
es, both in the city and in 
Union County, during the 
pandemic.

The council passed six 
resolutions of support for 
businesses which are ap-
plying for state CDBG 
grant funds, including: Bo-
swell’s Lounge, Pink Squir-
rel (Brick House Grill), 
Martin Auction Company, 
Reppert’s Office Supply & 
Furniture, KMS Enterprises 

(Sinisi’s on Main) and The 
Gazette-Democrat.

If the applications are 
successful, they will help 
to support local business-
es which have anywhere 
from two to more than 20 
employees.

Funding which is being 
sought through the program 
ranges from about $11,000 
up to $25,000. The program 
would be administered by 
the city.

City administrator Dori 
Bigler noted that another 
round of applications for 
the program is planned.

A proposal to reopen 
pickle ball and tennis courts 
at the Anna City Park was 
discussed and approved. 
Basketball courts will re-
main closed.

The courts were closed 
in response to guidelines 
which went into effect re-
lated to the pandemic.

The council agreed to 
end a split shift work sched-
ule for public works em-
ployees. 

The schedule, which 
involved the creation of 
teams of employees, had 
been established to ensure 
continuity in the event that 
people became sick.

Even with the ending of 
the schedule, safety for city 
workers will continue to be 
emphasized.

The 2020 Anna Pool 
was discussed. Initially, the 
council decided to keep the 
pool closed due to uncer-
tainty related to the ongoing 
pandemic.

That decision subse-
quently was changed. The 
following message was 
posted on the city’s Face-
book page:

“Due to COVID-19, the 
Anna City Pool will not 
open on Memorial Day, as 

is the usual opening week-
end and will remain closed 
indefinitely. The City Coun-
cil will continue to monitor 
the situation as it continues 
to evolve and re-evaluate if 
possible. We know this is 
a disappointing announce-
ment and we are all trying 
to do what is best during 
these uncertain times.”

Plans are moving for-
ward to present a traditional 
fireworks display at the 
Anna City Park on Indepen-
dence Day.

Plans also are being dis-
cussed about the possibility 
of having a concert at the 
park prior to the fireworks 
display on July 4.

Discussion regarding 
dispatch services continue 
with Union County offi-
cials.

The council approved a 
resolution for a land trans-
fer agreement with the 
county as part of the process 
which is hoped will lead to 
the development of a new 
animal control facility.

Union County operates 
an animal control program. 
The program’s animal shel-
ter is located on municipal 
ground adjacent to the Anna 
landfill property. The shel-
ter is located along Kaolin 
Road, just off old U.S. 
Route 51, between Anna 
and Cobden.

The agreement covers 
just 3.6 acres of land. As 
part of the agreement, the 
City of Anna will receive 
three years of credit for its 
financial contribution to 
the county animal control 
program.

The city administra-
tor reported that Anna 
is anticipating receiving 
$292,745.28 in Rebuild 
Illinois program funds for 
road work.

Municipal wastewater plant project

City of Anna receives $52,250
grant to save on energy costs

The Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency, 
IEPA, on May 6 announced 
that its Office of Energy 
has awarded $422,250 in 
grant funding to four Illi-
nois wastewater treatment 
facilities. 

IEPA announced the 
awarding of the following 
grants:

City of Anna, Union 
County, $52,250.

City of Rock Island, Rock 
Island County, $45,000

Village of Romeoville, 
Will County, $200,000.

Thorn Creek Basin San-
itary District, Chicago 
Heights, Cook and Will 
counties, $125,000.

The grant opportunity 
was announced in Decem-
ber 2019 as part of the Of-
fice of Energy’s Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Energy 
Efficiency Program. 

The funded projects will 
reduce the amount of en-
ergy consumed by waste-
water treatment operations 
thereby reducing energy 
costs for Illinois residents.

“We are pleased to assist 
these municipal wastewater 
organizations with funding 
to achieve the already iden-

Anna facility
The City of Anna’s wastewater treatment plant is located along North Lime 

Kiln Road, near the grounds of the Choate Mental Health and Developmental 
Center.

tified energy efficiency im-
provements,” IEPA director 
John J. Kim said in a news 
release.

“These grants will reduce 
energy demand as well as 
operating costs.”

Illinois EPA scored grant 
applications based on the 
energy savings per dollar 
funded, the energy rate paid 
by the applicant facility and 
the energy cost to treat 1 
million gallons of waste-
water at the facility. 

The City of Anna cur-
rently spends over $84,000 
a year on electricity to op-
erate its wastewater treat-
ment plant, which is located 
along North Lime Kiln 
Road. The city has 1,783 
sewer customers.

With  improvements 
funded by the grant, the 
city is hoping to be able to 
save about 56 percent on the 
cost of electricity to operate 
the plant, Anna city admin-
istrator Dori Bigler said.

Ameren also will be sup-
port the Anna project with 
$38,000 provided through 
a rebate incentive program.

Anna’s waste water treat-
ment plant has been in 
operation since 1990. The 

energy efficiency project 
is scheduled to include 
the replacement of such 
equipment as a fan, pumps, 
blowers and a monitoring 
system.

Plans call for installation 
of the new equipment to 
begin in mid-July.

The $422,250 in grant 
funding will be leveraged by 
an estimated $16,018,574 
in matching funds being 
applied toward the projects 
from the grantees. 

The grants will enable 
these municipal organiza-
tions to make energy effi-
ciency upgrades to waste-
water equipment identified 
by previous energy audits, 
in some cases audits were 
provided at no-cost by the 
Office of Energy. 

These grants will save 
the grantees 2,431,955 
kWhs of energy annually, 
which translates to signifi-
cant money savings. 

The funds for the grant 
program are provided by 
the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s State Energy Pro-
gram, SEP.

Use of ATVs prohibited
on Shawnee National Forest

The U.S. Forest Service 
is reminding the public 
that the use of all-terrain 
vehicles, ATVs, utility task 
vehicles, UTVs, “side-by-
sides” and off-highway 
motorized vehicles is pro-
hibited on national forest 
system roads and trails, as 
well as cross-country.

The ban includes roads 
and trails on the Shawnee 
National Forest in Southern 
Illinois.

All motor vehicles are 
prohibited from off-road 
travel on the Shawnee, the 
Forest Service stated in a 
news release.

National forest system 
roads on the Shawnee Na-
tional Forest are open to 
motor vehicles that are 
licensed under state law for 
general operations on all 
public roads. 

All-terrain vehicles are 
not licensed by the state and 
therefore are not authorized 
on forest system roads.

The Forest Service noted 
that it is the responsibility 
of the operator of the motor-
ized vehicle to know where 
they are at all times. 

Motor vehicle usage 
maps, MVUMs, show For-
est Service lands and the 
roads under Forest Service 
jurisdiction. MVUMs are 
free and can be download-
ed online at https://www.
fs.usda.gov/main/shawnee/
maps-pubs.

The Forest Service re-
ports that its staff has seen 
an increase in use of off-

road vehicles on the Shaw-
nee National Forest. 

The Forest Service said 
these vehicles damage natu-
ral resources by destroying 
native vegetation, causing 
soil erosion, degrading wa-
ter quality and transporting 
invasive plant species to 
new areas of the Shawnee 
National Forest.

For up-to-date informa-
tion on the Shawnee Na-
tional Forest, visit www.
fs.usda.gov/shawnee.

Masons postpone
raffle drawing

Anna-Jonesboro Ma-
sonic Lodge No. 111 has 
postponed the drawing for 
a gun raffle until Aug. 1. 

The drawing originally 
had been planned for June 
1. 

The date for the draw-
ing was moved due to the 
coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic.

Restrictions which are 
in place in response to the 
pandemic prevent the lodge 
from assembling.

Raffle tickets were sold 
out. The lodge voiced its 
appreciation to the com-
munity for its support of 
the raffle.

Corrections Department
officers, employees honored

The Illinois Department 
of Corrections, IDOC, rec-
ognized its past and present 
heroes during Correctional 
Officers and Employees 
Week, which was May 3-9. 

On Wednesday, May 6, 
the department hosted a 
Memorial Wall Ceremony 
live on Facebook. 

Like many other events 
right now, this time-hon-
ored tradition had a differ-
ent look, but the same spirit. 

The department replaced 
its typical gathering of em-
ployees, executive staff, 
and honor guard with a sim-
plified, socially distanced 
virtual experience. 

“As we navigate current 
challenges, recognizing 
our fallen heroes and elite 
workforce remains a priori-
ty,” IDOC director Rob Jef-
freys said in a news release. 

“I am extremely proud of 
our staff who quietly work 

day in and day out pro-
tecting public safety with 
professionalism, civility, 
and integrity.” 

In addition to honoring 
IDOC employees who have 
sacrificed their lives in the 
line of duty, staff who have 
passed away over the last 
year were recognized with 
an “end of watch” radio 
call.

Traditionally, the depart-
ment nominates dozens of 
employees from facilities 
across the state for the op-
portunity to receive the 
highest honor of correc-
tional officer of the year, 
employee of the year and 
parole agent of the year at 
the Memorial Wall Cere-
mony. 

This year, all IDOC staff 
were honored for their ef-
forts working the front-
lines of the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic.
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2011 Palamino 
Puma camper. Rear kitchen, 
2 couches, sleeps 7. $13,000.  
Call (618)-697-7638.

22gp

For Sale 
real 

eState
FOR SALE: 32 acres with 3 
bedroom, 1 1/2 bath dou-
blewide home. Has well and 
3-bay building, 2 open and 1 
enclosed with concrete floor. 
Fenced, tillable field, ap-
proximately 2 acres, pasture, 
woods and 2 ponds. Plenty of 
wildlife. Good hobby farm. 
$140,000. Contact Valerie at 
(618)-697-6292 after 2 p.m.

10aptfn

SECLUDE YOURSELF: 
HOUSE FOR SALE: 

Quiet and peaceful. Located 
on 2+ acres surrounded by 
fields. Could be  4 or 5 bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 baths. Private 
area close to Shawnee Nation-
al Forest and at the back door 
of Trail of Tears State Forest. 
The address is 1290 Clear 
Creek Levee Road (hard 
road), Jonesboro. Watch for 
sign which is located 2 miles 
east of Ware on Hwy. 146. 
Call or text (618)-697-1934. 
I will get back with you as 
soon as I can.

tfn n/c

For rent
FOR RENT (2) - all electric 2 
bedroom houses. Call (618)-
697-2338 after 5 p.m. for 
more information.

21-22gpc

FOR RENT: Nice 2 bedroom 
apartments. All electric & 
appliances included, washer/
dryer. References & deposit 
required. No pets. Call Steve 
at (618)-751-3025 for infor-
mation.

22-23gpc

Wanted
WANTED: Yards to mow. 

Call (618)-697-7001.
tfn n/c

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Taylor, 
Dodd & Wood Insurance 
Agency is seeking to fill a 
full-time receptionist posi-
tion. Please send resume to: 
521 E. Vienna Street, Anna, 
IL 62906.

20p-22g

HELP WANTED: The Don-
gola Public Library is cur-
rently accepting resumes and 
seeking qualified applicants 
for the position of Library 
Director. This is a part-time 
position. Interested persons 
should apply by submitting 
a resume, cover letter and 
3 references to: Dongola 
Public Library, P.O. Box 113, 
Dongola, IL 62926. If further 
questions, please call (618)-
697-0198 or (618)-697-1368.

21-22gpc

HELP WANTED: Five Coun-
ty Regional Vocational Sys-
tem is seeking applicants for 
a full-time Bookkeeper. This 
is a 12-month position with 
benefits. Applicant will be 
responsible for all general 
bookkeeping duties including  
payroll, accounts payable, 
employee retirement, insur-
ance, and state reports, etc. 
Accounting or related busi-
ness degree preferred. Inter-
ested applicants should email 
resumes to patrickpharner@
fivecountyrvs.com

21p-23g

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

CURB APPEAL - 
MOWING & 

LANDSCAPING:
Mowing, Edging, Fertilizing, 
Weed Control, Seeding, Aer-
ating, Landscaping, Install 
& Maintenance. Call Dave, 
(618)-525-2130 or Lucas, 
(618)-534-7475.

tfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
gptfn

BOBCAT/SKIDSTEER:
Bush Hogging, 
Tree Clean-up, 

Seasoned Hickory/
Campfire Wood.

Insured.
Terry Foster, 

(618)-697-1204
10gp-40gpc

WANTED TO DO:
House Washing, 
Roof Cleaning, 

Gutter Cleaning. 
Call Gross Busters for 
your exterior cleaning 

projects. 
Call (618)-697-5968

13-24gpc

WEBB’S LAWN CARE:
Mowing, Weed-Eating, 

Pressure Washing, 
General Lawn Care. 

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE 

ESTIMATE!
(870)-595-4425

20-23gpc

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF CHARLES 
E. ROMACK,
DECEASED.
IN PROBATE
NO.  2020-P-14 

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
Charles E. Romack of Jones-
boro, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on March 
31, 2020, to Trenda Romack, 
2175 State Route 127 N., 
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952 as 

Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Elvis C. 
Cameron, 205B N. Main St., 
Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the 
effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate. 

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St., Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on or 
before October 30, 2020, or 
if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State 
of Illinois, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claim not 
filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the Executor and to the 
attorneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:  April 22, 2020.
   

TRENDA ROMACK
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATOR

ELVIS C. CAMERON, 
# 6244394

ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

20-22g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 28th day of April, 2020, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Guys and Dolls with the place 
of business located at 101 
East Broad Street, Jonesboro, 
Illinois 62952 and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Joy Prather
3100 Meadow Ridge Loop

Buncombe, IL 62912

Lance Meisenheimer

Union County Clerk
20-22gc

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 4th day of May, 2020, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Sunrise Valley Farm with the 
place of business located at 
390 Craft Lane, Buncombe, 
Illinois 62912 and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Nathan Martin
Nancy Martin

390 Craft Lane
Buncombe, IL 62912

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

21-23gc

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

36TH  ANNUAL  SUMMER
CONSIGNMENT  AUCTION

Consign your Tractors, Combines, 
Trucks, Trailers, Farm and
Construction Equipment

through Sunday, May 31st.
Titled vehicles must be accompanied with title.

NOTE: NO JUNK OR WAGON ITEMS ACCEPTED FOR THIS AUCTION.

"A PROFESSIONAL MARKETING METHOD"

22GP

Murphysboro, IL 62966 •  (618) 684-2331 OR (618) 713-0222

For updated information, check our 
website! www.canningauctions.com

AUCTIONEER'S
DAVID CANNING
IL Lic. #440000441

BLAKE CANNING
IL Lic. #4410001313

ONLINE ONLY LIVE SIMULCAST
SATURDAY, JUNE 6 • 10:00 A.M.

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 circumstances,
this summer our 36th Annual Summer Consignment

Auction will be held Saturday, June 6th, Live Online Only
"Live Simulcast" which means live bidding from the

comfort of your home or offi ce. Offi cial details listed at 
www.canningauctions.com

St. John’s
Cemetery Notice

Due to the current situation with 
Covid-19 and social distancing, the St. 
John’s Cemetery Board has decided not 
to collect upkeep/donations on Memorial 
Day weekend as we usually do but we 
will provide a donation box located near 
the maintenance building. You can also 
send donations to 880 Sweet Potato Rd., 
Dongola, IL 62926. We apologize for any 
inconvenience and want to thank you for  
all your support for maintenance of the 
cemetery.

Also, due to this situation, we have 
decided to cancel the annual ice cream 
suppers for June and July. We will resume 
the annual tradition next year. We regret 
having to do this but believe it is in ev-
eryone’s best interest.

Thank you all for your support and 
understanding. 21P,22G

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Route 146 E & I-57 Junction

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906
833-5986 19-52G

CheCk out our seleCtion
of sausage, steak and More!

Support the Advertisers in 
The Gazette-Democrat
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

A-JCHS Baccalaureate
A very nice A-JCHS vir-

tual baccalaureate was held 
May 10.

 Class color: Black. Class 
flower: Sunflower. Class 
song: “You’ve Got a Friend 
in Me.” Class motto: Send 
It. 

I have watched so many 
of the students grow from 
when they were small and 
starting kindergarten to 
growing into beautiful 
young women and very 
handsome young men. 

I will say this class has 
always been so polite, kind 
and very helpful if anyone 
needed anything. I want to 
wish all of you the best in 
your future.

Congratulations 
Congratulations to all 

the schools on their grad-
uations.

Celebrating the Week
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er  made a road trip this 
past week to Lambert’s in 
Sikeston, Mo. 

There were only 20 peo-
ple  eating that day and 
the Rhymers had a whole 
section to themselves.  

The workers there all 
wore masks and gloves 
and there were plenty of 
pass arounds that day and 
throwed rolls. 

On Saturday, May 9, a 
Mothers Day celebration 
was held at the Rhymers 
house in Dongola. Com-
plete with a bounce house 
for the kids. 

Lunch was brought in by 
the Yates family from Anna 
from the Giant City Lodge 
carry out.  Homemade ice 
cream was made at the 
home too.  

In attendance were Ja-
mie, Rebecca Yates and 
their children Ruby, Mason, 
Violet and Miles, Jordan 
and Alexis Rhymer, and 
their children Junior, Had-
ley and 4 week old Jaxson.

On Sunday, May 10, 
the Rhymers went to Cape 
Girardeau and ate at Apple-
bee’s. The crowd there was 
very small.  

Elijah Glen Ellis is the 
son of Curt and Bessie 
Ellis. He is a senior 
a t  Anna-Jonesboro 
C o m m u n i t y  H i g h 
School. After graduation 
he p lans to  at tend 
Shawnee Community 
College and pursue a 
degree in automotive 
technology. He was very 
honored to receive a 
scholarship from the 
General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs.

M a r i e  S a m u e l ’ s 
poem is displayed on 
a new online Chicago 
Benedictine Catholic 
University gallery and 
Marie’s poem goes with 
the art shown done by 
a Chicago area artist 
Nicole Weaver.

Joan Graves Edwards with her beautiful roses 
on North Main Street in Anna.

Anna Chief of Police Bryan Watkins celebrated 
his birthday May 8. He was honored with a birthday 
dinner at Wings ETC. in Cape Girardeau by Magen 
Livesay and then enjoyed cake and ice cream at 
home. A special thanks to Bryan for protecting our 
city and community.

Rob Needling and Matt Wettig cleared honeybees 
from Curt’s Classic (where the old Ford garage use 
to be) for Matt’s apiary. Rob is vacuuming the bees 
into a hive. Thanks for saving the bees.

Connie and Phil Goodman sent a picture of what 
the honeybees look like when they are in a tree 
with their nest.

Their son Andy from 
Kansas called and wished 
happy Mother’s Day to his 
mom Terrie.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church News

The AHBC family sends 
condolences to the Schlen-
ker and Yates family for the 
deaths of Brenda Schlenk-
er’s father, David Schlenk-
er’s aunt and Donald Yates’ 
brother John Yates this past 
week.

Birthdays: May 13  Me-
lissa Ellis and Megan (J) 
Houseman,  May 14  Mike 
Maples, May 18 Pamela 
Jerrell and Joshua Wil-
liams. 

Anniversaries: May 19  
Craig and Julie Bonner,  
May 21 Steve and Pelesia 
Karsen.

Be sure to look for Pastor 
Darryl’s words of Encour-
agement on Facebook and 
Wednesday and Sunday 
services on Facebook and 
YouTube.

The Mother’s Day ser-
mon for this week was A 
Marriage Made in Heaven, 
with scripture from 1 Peter.

Mother’s Day Cele-
bration

Barbara Bauer had a 
great Mother’s’ Day. It 
included a blueberry jam 
bagel and coffee, then sing-
along virtual church with 
Pastor Mark Hasty.  Norm 
went for her favorite take-
out food (taco salad) for 
lunch.   

Daughter Beth came in 
afternoon to fulfill Bar-
bara’s request to search, 
sort and tag family photos, 
something they seldom 
have time to do in big fam-
ily gatherings. 

The big fun came when 
they got the conference 
call from  their three sons, 
Beth’s brothers. Lou, Tim 
and David gave them one 
laugh after another. They 
were in Texas, Wisconsin 
and Missouri.  

Other calls came from 
granddaughter Sarah and 
her Song family in Texas, 
as well as grandson Chris 

Bauer, Katie and Owen in 
Missouri. 

Can’t leave out “adopt-
ed” sons Nickolay Schwarz 
and his family, as well as 
text from Stephen Burns in 
St. Louis.  That was a splen-
did and blessed Mother’s 
Day in Barbara’s book.

3rd Birthday
Kay Webb was honored 

with a birthday party at the 
home of her grandparents 
Pam and Rob Needling. 
The Anna fire truck  drove 
by to wish her a happy 
birthday.

Special Thanks
To Joan Graves Edwards, 

Karen and Tom  Betts, 
Joyce Rosson and Mary 
Ann Dillow for giving me 
credit when you renewed 
your subscription to The 
Gazette-Democrat.

Bees
If you see bees swarm-

ing you can call Phil and 
Connie at Goodman Valley 
Farms 618-697-3340 and 
he will come get them. 

I saw them for the first 
time in my life. Bessie, Eli-
jah and I had just returned 
from getting big juicy 
strawberries at Flamms and 
I was burring them outside 
at my picnic table when 
my whole drive was full of 
honeybees. 

I sat very still because 
I didn’t know if they had 
come after my strawberries 
or not. 

Instead they all went in 
the Japanese maple tree in 
my front yard. 

Two  birds came flying 
out of the tree and a wasp.  
I remembered a meeting at 
our Anna-Jo Garden Club 
when the Goodman’s spoke 
and told how they got the 
bees. 

When I called them they 
came and looked at them 
and they were honey bees. 
Phil went home to get the 
hive to put under my tree 
but sad news is they were 
gone when he returned.

 Pam Needling messaged 
me the next day and told me 
her husband Rob and Matt 
Wittig vacuumed bees into 
a bee hive at Curt’s Classic 
the old Ford Garage build-
ing one day last week. Matt 
put them in his apiary.  

Rob, Pam and Matt at-
tend bee care classes from 
Phil Goodman. 

What an exciting day of 
being at home still. I also 
got a message from Cindy 
Allen that a bee hive was 
taken out of EPC. 

Matt Wetting said he also 
put a trap out in the tree at 
Paul Dillon’s home by the 
Anna cemetery. 

It’s really nice to know 
that so many people are 
protecting the honeybees. 

Congratulations
Lindsey Sadler graduated 

with her master’s degree 
last Saturday from SIUC. 

Because of the COVID 
they don’t  get a graduation 
ceremony. 

Lindsey’s sister Hailey 
New graduated her LPN 
class from  Shawnee Com-
munity College and was 
pinned for LPN.

Mother’s Day Trip
Janice Lewellyn visited 

her son and family Tim and 
Susan Alford close to Lake 

of Egypt.
Birthdays
May 1 Warren Anderson, 

Amy Wilde, 4 Charlotte 
Fear, Donna Jean Mil-
lion, Janet Jennings, Letha 
Arnold, Seth Plott, Brett 
Yates, Adam Holdman, 5 
Wesley Karraker, Cody 
Ackin, Hannah Dover, 6 
Jean Wise, Luci Carter, 
Jackie Hoyle, Lisa Jiana-
koplos, Kim Hawk, 7 Max 
LaFoon, 8 Glenda Jones, 
Jordan Dillow,Walter, 8 
Bryan Watkins, 10 Bonnie 
Cissell, 12 in memory of 
Florence Nightingale, May 
14 Don Wilson, 15 Martha 
Ann Webb, 18 Clara Cates, 
30 Carol West.

Annabelle Fest
The  Un ion  Coun ty 

Chamber of Commerce and 
Economic Development 
has made the decision to 
cancel the Annabelle Fes-
tival that was to be held on 
June 12 and 13. The board 
and directors felt it was 
necessary for the continued 
safety of our community.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Sympathy to the family 
of Bud Nevels. Bud went 
to be with our Lord last 
week. He and his wife Rose 
faithfully attended church 
till his health failed him. He 
will be missed. 

Sympathy to Rev. Rich-
ard Sullins on the loss of 
his brother James. Please 
keep both families in your 
prayers.

Warming your Heart 
and Soul with Fellowship 
Loaves and Fishes gave 
out 94 bags of groceries.  
55 masks made by a lady 
of the church were donated 
and 24 cartons of ice cream 
were also donated. 

The church will offer an 
online version of service 
for those who have access 
to the internet. 

Thanks to Wanda Dillow 
and her efforts to add Rev. 
David Reynolds Facebook 
live sermons and Carla An-
derson’s beautiful musical 
arrangement to the church 
website. Go to unitedmeth-
odistchurhanna.org. You 
can view those any time. 

Sunday at 10 a.m. Pas-
tor David Reynolds will 
have a sermon and songs 
to share with everyone and 
there will be communion as 
well so have your elements 
ready for the blessing. You 
must be a Facebook friend 
of the Reverend to view the 
sermons on Facebook. 

Bazaar Women Wanda, 
Barb and Nancy have been 
working on projects at the 
church on Tuesday morning 
every week. Shirley does a 
great job keeping the area 
clean. 

Sue Ann, Kathy and 
Elaine are working from 
home, and Theresa is put-
ting together plants for two 
projects the ladies have 
done. 

The ladies could use any 
scrap plywood and lum-
ber if you have any lying 
around that you don’t need. 

All proceeds go to the 
church and if you want to 
join the Bazaar Women 
the ladies would be glad to 
have you.

Rev. David says our 

hearts go out to so many 
all over our state, nation and 
world who are hurt by this 
pandemic. 

Let’s all remember espe-
cially our high school and 
college seniors in the Class 
of 2020 who will not be able 
to have their graduation as 
scheduled, the high school 
seniors whose prom plans 
will be affected as well.

A special thanks to Chris 
Foster for all the songs and 
Bible verses she puts on 
the billboard in front of the 
church and all her effort in 
helping everyone to have 
food.

A special thanks to The-
resa Lamszus, administra-
tive assistant, for the beau-
tiful newsletter and for her 
kindness and help. If there 
is anything you’d like to 
see in the June Newsletter 
please let the office know 
by Monday, May 18, for 
your item to be included.

Wedding Anniversary
May 17 Ed and Ella 

Earnhart.
50th Wedding Anni-

versary
May 5: Kathie and Ron-

nie Watkins. I remember 
when they were dating and 
Ronnie and I were working 
at the old Florsheim Shoe 
Factory on West Davie 
Street in Anna. 

Ronnie would pick Kath-
ie up at lunch time to take 
her for a ride on his mo-
torcycle and bring her by 
the back of the factory 
windows where we packed 
shoes to wave at us or stop 
and talk to us. 

No air conditioning back 
then so the big widows were 
open and we could talk to 
them when they went by. 
They were so much in love 
back then and still are. 

God has blessed them 
with many wonderful years 
together. May he bless them 
with many more.

Mothers Day Presents
Carol Tweedy’s son, Ker-

ry, wife, Cindi , and grand-
daughter Alexus, brought 

her a Mother’s Day gift, a 
male green parakeet that her 
granddaughter had named 
Sylvester 2. 

Carol had just bought a 
yellow parakeet she named 
Tweedy. So Tweedy was 
glad to have a mate. Car-
ol’s dog Mickey Jo loves 
them too. 

She also received a pack-
age from her daughter Kim 
and son-in-law, Don. A 
beautiful travel drinking 
glass with pictures of fam-
ily in Virginia. Carol was 
happy and felt very blessed 
on this Mother’s Day.

Mother’s Day Guest
Guest of Bessie Mae, 

Elijah Glen and Curt Ellis 
was Martha Ann Webb. 

Bessie and Martha Ann 
exchanged Mother’s Day 
gifts and enjoyed watching 
movies. 

Curt was going to pick 
up everyone a meal from 
Giant City Lodge on his 
way home from visiting his 
mother at his sister’s home 
in DeSoto but they told him 
they had stopped taking 
orders. They had sold 1,300 
meals.  

On the way home he got 
supper and brought it home 
from El Jalapeno in Anna. 

Martha stopped at Anna 
Dairy Queen and bought 
her and Earl a chicken strip 
basket and chocolate milk 
shake.   

This was sure a different 
Mother’s Day for them 
staying home when they 
usually go to Kentucky to 
celebrate Mother’s Day. 

They plan to celebrate 
Martha Ann’s birthday and 
Elijah’s graduation Friday 
and Saturday.

American Legion and 
VFW Monument

The veterans monument 
at the 4 way stop in Anna 
was finished this week, 
reported Homer Hawk. He 
said they were waiting on 
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THURSDAY MAY 14, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams ESPN Orig i nal
(R)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D (5:30) “Cast
Away” (‘00)
Man is stranded.
(HD)

“Dark est Hour”
(‘11)

“Real Steel” (‘11) 
(HD):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM Who Wants to
Be a

Young Man (HD) Coun cil of Dads
(HD)

To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “The Hurt
Locker” (‘09)
Bomb squad in
Iraq.

Shame less (HD)

:30 (:31) Plan (:31) Man Bang (HD) BUNK’D

8 PM Sta tion 19 (HD) (:01) Mom Men tal Sam u rai
(HD)

Blindspot (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven We’re Here (HD) Bil lions (HD)

:30 Broke Bang (HD) Ra ven

9 PM Get Away with
Mur der

Tommy (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Unsittable In se cure “The Op er a -
tive” (‘19)
Woman spies on 
Iran.

DESUS &

:30 Bang (HD) Coop & Cam (:31) Betty Ca lif. (HD)

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Zany
sketches.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

BUNK’D We’re Here (HD) DESUS &

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

BUNK’D VICE

11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Jessie aaa “Cold
Moun tain”

(:10) “Rollerball”
(‘02)

DESUS &

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Jessie “Pep per mint”

FRIDAY MAY 15, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

BUNK’D “Mr. & Mrs.
Smith” (‘05)
Brad Pitt.

(4:50) “Ju ras sic”
(‘18)

(5:45) “Seven”
(‘95) Brad Pitt.
Cops track killer.:30 “Movie” BUNK’D

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) Ha waii Five-0
(HD)

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

The Black list
(HD)

aaac “The
Great est Game
Ever Played”
(‘05) Rookie in
U.S. Open.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

aaa “Won -
der” (‘17) Af -
flicted boy.

“Tower Heist”
Wall Street thief.:30 “Good Boys”

(‘19) Kiss ing
party.8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -

ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

The Black list
(HD)

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

“Bas ket ball
County”:30 “Movie” Unsittable (:45) “The

Crow” (‘94)
Dead man
awakes. (R)9 PM Blue Bloods

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC
(HD)

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Coop & Cam Real Time (HD) Showtime Box -
ing:30 Syd ney

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D Betty (HD) Showtime Box ing
(R):30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show

(HD)
(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D We’re Here (HD) “The Crow:
City of An gels”
(‘96)11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
ELEAGUE (HD) Fam ily Jessie “Bas ket ball

County”:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Fam ily Jessie Betty (HD)

THURSDAY
7:31pm

CBS Man with a Plan A hus band re al izes
just how dif fi cult be ing a stay-at-home par ent
can be when his wife re turns to work, leav ing
him to dis ci pline their three un ruly chil dren.
TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
FOX Men tal Sam u rai “Week Seven” An -
other group of hope ful con tes tants bat tle to be 
a “Men tal Sam u rai.” TVPG (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

ESPN The Great est Game Ever Played
aaac (2005, Drama) Ste phen Dillane, Shia
LaBeouf. A work ing-class young man com -
petes in the U.S. Open at a time when golf was 
seen as a wealthy man’s game against a
six-time-win ning champ and class prej u dices.
PG
DISN Won der aaa (2017, Drama) Julia
Rob erts, Owen Wil son. A young boy, born with 
fa cial ab nor mal i ties that have kept him from
at tend ing main stream schools through out his
life, en rolls in the lo cal fifth grade. PG

8:00pm
ABC Amer i can Idol Ryan Seacrest re turns
along side three su per star judges as they pre -
pare set out across the na tion to find Amer -
ica’s next great singer. TVPG (HD)

8:40pm
MAX Get Over It aac (2001, Com edy)
Kirsten Dunst, Ben Fos ter. A high school stu -
dent is dumped by the pop u lar girl in school,
so he hatches a plan to win her back by join ing
the school play and prov ing he is ro man tic.
PG-13

SATURDAYSATURDAY MAY 16, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams UFC Fight Night
Pre lims (Live)

(5:00) “Movie” “Boo! A Madea
Hal low een”
(‘16) Ty ler Perry.

(5:05) “Won der”
(‘17)

“Godzilla: King”
(‘19)

(:07) Strike Back
(HD)

(:15) “Mean
Girls” (‘04)
A-list girl clique.
(HD)

:30

7 PM To Be An -
nounced

To Be An -
nounced

9-1-1 “What’s
Next?”

To Be An -
nounced

(:15) Bang Big City “Joker” (‘19)
Failed co me -
dian. (R) (HD)

aaa “Re al ity
Bites” (‘94)
(HD):30 (:45) Bang Big City

8 PM Amer i can Idol
Search for
singer. (HD)

To Be An -
nounced

Gordon (HD) Date line NBC
(HD)

(:15) Bang “Boo 2!: A
Madea Hal low -
een” (‘17, Com -
edy)

Big City “Par a dise
Hills” Iso lated
is land.:30 (:45) Bang Big City “Get Over It”

Stu dent
dumped.9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
UFC Fight Night
(Live)

Fron tal Owl House I Know This
(HD):30 Last O.G. Owl House (:35) “Kill Bill:

Vol. 1" (‘03) Re -
venge spree. (R)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Beat Shazam
(HD)

Lo cal (:15) “Movie” (:06) “The
Hitman’s Body -
guard” (‘17)
(HD)

BUNK’D (:05) We’re Here
(HD)

“Some where”
Life of an ac tor.
(R):30 Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
BUNK’D

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Jessie (:05) “Joker” (‘19) 
(R):30 Jessie “Money” Penny

THURSDAY

MONDAY MAY 18, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Peyton’s Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

BUNK’D (5:50) “Downton 
Ab bey” (‘19)
Royal fam ily.

“The Big Year”
(‘11)

“Real Steel” (‘11) 
(HD):30 Lo cal Peyton’s Fam Guy BUNK’D

7 PM The Bach e lor:
Lis ten to “Week
6 - Fi nale”

Neigh bor. 9-1-1 “Kids To -
day”

The Voice “Fi -
nale Part 1"
(HD)

Mon day Foot ball 
Kan sas City
Chiefs at Den ver 
Bron cos (R)
(HD)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Big City aac “Shang -
hai Knights”
Re venge for
mur der.

Dex ter Killer re -
vealed.:30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy BUNK’D

8 PM All Rise (HD) 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

Fam Guy Ra ven We’re Here (HD) Penny

:30 Fam Guy Ra ven

9 PM The Baker (HD) Bull “Flesh and
Blood”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) Songland
(HD)

Dad (HD) Unsittable I Know This
(HD)

(:55) “Wel come
to Marwen”
(‘18) Man’s
town.

House Lies

:30 Dad (HD) Coop & Cam Amer ica

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
with Scott Van
Pelt (HD)

Conan Fam ily BUNK’D Run (HD) DESUS &

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily BUNK’D Run “Tell” VICE

11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Fam ily Jessie “Gamer” (‘09) (R) 
(HD)

(:55) “Red Tails”
(‘12)

DESUS &

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie Bil lions

TUESDAY MAY 19, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D “Stuber” “The Hurt
Locker”

(5:00) “Rocky”
(‘76):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D (:25) Betty

7 PM The Story of
Soaps Soap op -
era im pact. (HD)

NCIS “Ephem -
era”

The Masked
Singer

The Voice (HD) Women’s Col -
lege Vol ley ball

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:55) “Joker”
(‘19) Failed co -
me dian. (R)
(HD)

“Sky scraper”
Burn ing build ing.

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

8 PM FBI “Hard De ci -
sions”

(:01) Gordon
(HD)

The Voice
Hope fuls
coached. (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Es cape “Part 5"
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Ra ven (:45) aaa

“Hal low een”
(‘18) Masked
killer. (HD)9 PM Ge netic A cold

case.
FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Up date Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable Real Sports
(HD)

aaa “Rocky
Bal boa” (‘06)
(HD):30 Women’s Col -

lege Vol ley ball
Last O.G. Coop & Cam

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Zany
sketches.

Fam ily BUNK’D I Know This
(HD):30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show

(HD)
(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D “The Sit ter”
Night of ad ven -
ture.

“Bas ket ball
County”11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams Last O.G. Fam ily Jessie In se cure

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Sports Conan Fam ily Jessie Betty (HD) Penny

WEDNESDAY MAY 20, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) NCIS Copy cat
killer.

BUNK’D “Ar ma ged don”
(‘98)

“San Luis Rey”
(‘05)

“The Hol i day”
(‘06):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM TBA Game On! (HD) The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

NBA Count down
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE NXT (HD) Big City I Know This
(HD)

“The Pres tige”
(‘06) Ri val ma gi -
cians. (HD)

The Af fair (HD)

:30 TBA Bang (HD) BUNK’D

8 PM TBA SEAL Team
(HD)

(:01) Ul ti mate Tag
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven I Know This
(HD)

Cou ples

:30 TBA Bang (HD) Ra ven Work (HD)

9 PM To Be An -
nounced

S.W.A.T. “Diablo”
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable “Un stop pa ble”
Run away train.

“Mary Queen of 
Scots” (‘18)
Claim to throne.

“Superbad”
(‘07) Jo nah Hill.
A crazy beer
run.

:30 Fron tal Coop & Cam

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Zany
sketches.

Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
(HD)

BUNK’D Run “Tell”

11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams Fron tal Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie (:15) Betty (:15) “Rep li cas”
(‘19)

DESUS &

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Jessie “Bruges” “The Mur der”

SUNDAY
7:00pm

CBS Mis sion: Im pos si ble aaa (1996, Ac -
tion) Tom Cruise, Jon Voight. An agent em -
barks on a dar ing scheme to clear his name
when he is blamed for the death of his col -
leagues and sus pected of be ing a trai tor.
PG-13

9:00pm
HBO In se cure “Lowkey Done” Issa be comes 
de ter mined to im prove the lives of ran dom
peo ple across Los An geles; Kelli at tempts to
con vince her friends to make some rec on cil i a -
tion. TVMA (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

ABC The Bach e lor: Lis ten to Your Heart
“Week 6 - Fi nale” Twenty sin gle mu si cians set
out on mu sic-themed dates in hopes to ul ti -
mately find their mu si cal soulmate and a
long-term part ner ship. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
FOX 9-1-1: Lone Star “Texas Proud” The
first re spond ers face emer gen cies at a
steak-eat ing con test and a grain silo; Judd
points at ten tion to Owens’ pref er en tial treat -
ment to wards TK. TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
NBC The Voice Af ter be ing judged solely on
their voice, hope ful mu si cians are di vided into
teams and coached by pro fes sion als, be fore
mov ing on to the live com pe ti tion. TVPG (HD)

FOX The Masked Singer “The Masked
Singer: Road to the Fi nals” The most note wor -
thy per for mances from the 18 sea son three
com pet i tors and fan-fa vor ite mo ments are ex -
plored. TVPG (HD)

TUESDAY

7:50pm
DISN BUNK’D “Let’s Bounce!” Now that the
Ross chil dren have made the suc cess ful tran -
si tion to the camp’s new of fi cial own ers, they
must choose some one to be in charge. TV G
(HD)

8:00pm
SHOW Cou ples Ther apy Elaine un cov ers
why she feels that DeSean does n’t care about
her; Lauren and Sa rah make a de ci sion about
their fu ture; Mau loses his tem per as An nie
opens up. TVMA (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MAY 17, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons Lit tle Big Shots
(HD)

The Last Dance “We’re the Mill -
ers”

Law & Or der:
SVU

Liv Maddie (5:50) “Joker”
(‘19) Failed co -
me dian. (R)
(HD)

“Night School”
(‘18)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Bur gers Liv Maddie

7 PM Amer i can Idol
(HD)

“Mis sion: Im -
pos si ble” (‘96,
Ac tion) Agent
clears name.

Simp sons Beverly Hills
Dog Show (HD)

The Last Dance Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

“Ad ven tures in
Babysitting”

a “Rollerball”
(‘02) Deadly
sport.

VICE

:30 Duncanvil. Bang (HD) Black Mon.

8 PM Bur gers The Last Dance Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

I Know This
(HD)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Fam Guy Bang (HD) Unsittable (:40) “Don’t Let
Go” (‘19) De tec -
tive’s fam ily.9 PM To Be An -

nounced
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Wall (HD) The Last Dance Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable In se cure Penny

:30 Plan (HD) Bang (HD) Syd ney Run “Tell”

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Snowpiercer
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D Ol i ver Penny

:30 Fam ily BUNK’D I Know This
(HD)

“U-571" (‘00) A
cap tured U-boat.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams The Last Dance “Game Night”

(‘18)
Fam ily Jessie Bil lions (HD)

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Jessie Run “Tell”

MONDAY

Television Listings

the names of all the donors 
to be put there and they are 
now listed. 

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home, Long Shad-
ow Classic Ornaments LTD, 
Ready Mix Solutions, City 
of Anna, City of Jonesboro, 
Crain Funeral Home, CN 
Railroad, Anna-Jo Garden 
Club, Jim Clary, Homer 
Hawk, Commander Amer-
ican Legion Post 0344. 

Many volunteer hours 
were spent on this memorial 
and it is finally finished. 

Thanks to Homer and 
everyone who volunteered 
their time working on this 
memorial. 

Homer also contacted 
the railroad and was able 
to move the Illinois Central 
Railroad 100 year monu-
ment 1851 to 1951 main 
line of mid-America closer 
to the veterans monument. 

Please stop by and look 
at these nice memorials to 
our veterans.

Online Gallery
All art in galleries now 

at colleges in Illinois are 
closed, and any exhibits to 
view are on line in Illinois. 

Marie Samuel’s poem is 
displayed on a new online 
Chicago Benedictine Cath-
olic University gallery and 
Marie’s poem goes with 
the art shown done by a 
Chicago area artist Nicole 
Weaver. 

Poets in the Illinois State 
Poets Society could submit 
poems to go with the art 
exhibit. 

Marie doesn’t know 
for sure if the exhibit will 
still be at the Benedictine 
University Gallery when 
schools can reopen. 

Marie is  very proud to be 
included in this exhibit with 

many fine Illinois poets 
including four others from 
Southern Illinois.

Visit
Earl Miller and Martha 

Ann Webb visited Joan 
Graves Edwards to see her 
beautiful red roses that are 
planted all around the front 
of her home and the pink 
roses in front of her yard. 

The pink roses are in hon-
or and memory of Joan’s 
granddaughter Jackie. 

Earl and Martha Ann 
then walked around Anna 
and drove around looking 
at all the beautiful roses and 
flowers in everyone’s yards.

Red Hat meeting
Queen Mom Joan Graves 

Edwards said Little Egypt 
Red Hat Ladies plan to meet 
for their monthly meeting  
June 17 at Anna Pizza Hut 
if it is opened then.  

Hostesses will be Lula 

Belle Tripp, Ginger Bow-
man, Barbara Layman, 
Mary Haffly.

How to Participate in 
the 2020 Census

The telephone number 
to call to do your census by 
phone is 844-330-2020. If 
you didn’t get a paper copy 
in the mail please call or 
go on line my 2020 census.
gov.

The City of Anna will 
make the following offer to 
all residents, if our response 
rate falls between: 74-85 
percent the incentive will be 
free admission to our Anna 
City Pool for the summer 
of 2021. Between 86-95 
percent residential utility 
customer $10 local business 
gift card. 96 percent and 
above residential utility 
customer bill credit of $25 
December 2020. 

An accurate count of 

your community helps in-
form how hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars will get used 
each year for public ser-
vices like clinics, schools, 
public transit and hundreds 
of programs.  

If you have not sent your 
Census back  there will be 
someone coming to your 
home to show you how to 
fill this out at a later date.

Military Prayer List
Alex Gratz, Lukas W. 

Davis,  Reagan Morri-
son, Garrett Goins, James 
McWhorter, Jennifer Ann 
Bishop, Arin Whitemoun-
tain, Katelynn Williams, 
Lindsey Keene, Jacob 
Schaefer, Jerod Schaefer, 
Creighton Laster, Josh 
Steveson, Josh Williams,  
Jim Bonner, Nick Har-
vel, Nona Elizabeth Luke, 
Lucas J. Strickland, Wil-
liam Nathaniel Frankell, 

Ethan Maze, Tanner An-
derson, Hayden Young, 
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse.

Mother’s Day
Clara Cates received a 

phone call from her son 
Gaylon Wayne who lives 
in Chicago. 

Gaylon always comes for 
Mother’s Day and spends 
the week to also celebrate 
Clara’s birthday on May 18. 

Gaylon was not able to 
come this year because 
of the stay at home order 
because of the COVID-19. 

This is the first time he 
has ever missed his moth-
er’s birthday. 

Clara received several 
other calls to wish her a 
happy Mother’s Day.
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"The Preaching Pen"
Keep Thy Heart

The Bible teaches that the heart is that part of us upon 
which the state of our souls depends. “Out of it are the 

issues of life.”(Prov. 4:23). The heart is the man. It’s the seat 
of all spiritual life, and health, and strength, and growth. It’s 
the hinge pin in the condition of man’s soul. If the heart is alive 
and obedient to God in all things, a person is a living Christian. 
If the heart is dead, the man is spiritually dead before God. 
The heart is the man! The Bible teaches that it’s not just what 
a person says and professes, and where they go on Sunday, and 
how much money they put in the collection plate. The heart 
of man – his attitude – is also of great importance. Prov. 23:7: 
“As he thinketh in his heart, so is he.”

For another thing, the Bible teaches that the heart is that part 
of us at which God looks closely. I Sam. 16:7: “Man looketh 
at the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 
Prov. 21:2: “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes; but 
the Lord pondereth the hearts.”  Man is often content with 
the outward part of religion, with outward morality, outward 
correctness, outward use of courtesy, outward attendance at 
the Lord’s house. But the eyes of the Lord God look much 
further. He regards our motives. He “weigheth the spirits” 
(Prov. 16:2).  I Sam. 2:3 says of God, “By Him actions are 
weighed.” He says Himself in Jer. 17:10, “I the Lord search 
the heart, I try the reins.”

The Bible teaches that the heart is the first and foremost 
thing which God asks man to give Him. In Prov. 23:26, He 
says, “My son, give me thine heart.” We may give God a bowed 
head and a serious face, our bodily presence in His house, 
and a loud “Amen,” but until we give God our heart, we give 
Him nothing at all. Give God your heart today by hearing the 
message of salvation (Luke 8:12; Rom. 10:17), believing the 
gospel (Rom. 10:9,10), repenting of sins (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 
2:38),confessing belief that Jesus is the Son of God (Matt. 
10:32,33). Finally, for sins to be washed away and for the soul 
to be saved, one must be immersed (Acts 22:16; I Peter 3:21).

We invite you to study with us any time at the Anna 
church of Christ at 104 Nile St. Contact us at 833-5815 or 

through our website: www.annachurchofchristil.com. 
Have a great day!

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 22G

Nancy Jane Norris
Nancy Jane Norris, 73, of 

Dongola, died Monday, May 
11, 2020, at her home.

She was born on March 11, 
1947, in Aurora, the daughter 
of Clyde and Pauline Kerns 
Baldridge. 

She married Marvin Ray 
Ervin on Oct.10, 1981. He 
preceded her in death on 
April 30, 2009. She married 
Donnie Norris on Dec. 23, 
2018. 

She is survived by her 
husband Donnie of Dongola; 
two daughters, Carissa Norris 
of Metropolis and Taunya 
(David) Medley of Dongola; one son, Troy Norris of Bun-
combe; one brother, Jim Hart; one sister, Susie Baldridge; 
her nieces and nephews, Pattysue, Jackilynn, Tommie, 
David and Jimmie Martin; other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Marvin Er-
vin; her parents; and her siblings, Paul Baldridge, Tommie 
Baldridge,  Pat O’Malley and Patty Martin.

She was a member of Bethany Baptist Church in 
Cypress. She had worked as an underwriter for a life 
insurance company. She enjoyed spending time with her 
family, making crafts, fishing, working in her yard and 
being outdoors.

Private graveside services for Nancy Jane Norris will 
be held at Liberty Cemetery in Pulaski, with the Rev. Jay 
Franklin officiating.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro is 
in charge of arrangements.

To leave online condolences for the 
family, visit www.rendlemanhileamnfh.
com.

David W. McKee Sr.
David W. McKee Sr., 62, of 

Dongola, died at 10:59 p.m. 
on Thursday, April 9, 2020 ,at 
St. Francis Medical Center in 
Cape Girardeau.

He was born on Feb. 5, 
1958, in Wood River, the 
son of Harley and Mary Jean 
Meyer McKee.  

Mr. McKee was a heavy 
equipment operator and me-
chanic while owning and 
operating McKee Brothers 
Trucking.  

He had a passion for the 
outdoors, particularly fishing 
and hunting. He dearly loved his grandchildren.

He is survived by his children, Tonya Ladon McKee, 
David W. (Brandie) McKee Jr., Paul David McKee, Ja-
mie (Aaron) Basler and Kyle Wrathell; his mother, Mary 
Jean Long; sisters Debra Jean (Vance) Hazelwood, Karen 
Tatum and Cynthia (Denny) Mathis; a brother, Kevin L. 
McKee; grandchildren Kiyren McKee, Keilen James, 
Kaivre James, Keigen James, Kearyah McKee, Khyson 
McKee, Ava McKee, Paisley McKee, Kalayah McKee, 
Garrett Basler and Nicole Basler; nieces, nephews, aunts, 
uncles and other relatives.

He was preceded in death by his father, Harley McKee; 
a niece, Brandy Darlene McKee; stepmother Virginia 
McKee; stepfather Bill Long; brother-in-law LeRoy Tatum 
Sr.; and Lana Ladon McKee.

Visitation will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, May 
15, at Crain Funeral Home in Cape Girardeau.

Funeral services will be at 1 p.m. at the funeral home 
in Cape Girardeau, with Pastor Aaron Boyd officiating. 

Interment will follow in St. John’s 
Cemetery near Dongola.

Crain Funeral Home Tamms is in 
charge of arrangements.

Barbara ‘Barb’ Steele
Barbara “Barb” Steele, 74, 

of Jonesboro, died at 12:26 
a.m. Thursday, May 7, 2020, 
at her home.

She was born on March 14, 
1946, in Levittown, Pa., the 
daughter of Francis and Mae 
A. Colello McCusker.  She 
married Lorren Steele.

She was a retired regis-
tered nurse. She worked in 
home health and hospice in 
Hemet, Calif.  

She loved to cook and 
always wanted to take care 
of people. She was active in the Community of Christ 
Church in Marion.

She is survived by her husband, Lorren Steele; daughter 
Lynsey Steele; sister Marie Roadman; and brothers Steven 
McCusker and Thomas McCusker.

She was preceded in death by her parents.  
Cremation will be accorded and no services are planned 

at this time.
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro is in charge 

of arrangements.
To view the obituary or to leave an 

online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Violet G. Brimm
Violet G. Brimm, 102, of Phoenix, Ariz., and formerly 

of Anna, died Wednesday, April 29, 2020, at Desert Gar-
den Assisted Living in Phoenix.

She was born on May 26, 1917, in Alto Pass, the daugh-
ter of John Alexander and Laura Foster Fear. 

She married George Edward Brimm on March 27, 1937. 
He preceded her in death on April 16, 2002.

Mrs. Brimm is survived by her daughter, Marilyn 
Thomas of Mesa, Ariz.; one son, Jack (Lauren) Brimm 
of Princeton, Ill.; four grandchildren; five great-grand-
children; two great-great-grandchildren; nieces, nephews 
and other relatives.

She was preceded in death by her husband; her parents; 
one son-in-law, Horace “Tom” Thomas; six brothers; 
three sisters; one grandson; two granddaughters; and one 
great-grandson.

She had been a member of Landmark Pentecostal 
Church in Anna. 

Private graveside services for Violet Brimm will be held 
at Casper Cemetery near Anna.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna is in 
charge of arrangements.

To leave online condolences for the 
family, please visit www.rendlemanhil-
eamnfh.com.

Beatrice E. Miller
Beatrice E. Miller, 87, of 

Anna, died at 8:20 p.m. Tues-
day, May 5, 2020, at Integrity 
Healthcare of Anna.

She was born on March 31, 
1933, in Reynoldsville, the 
daughter of Daniel and Pearl 
Miller Schlenker.

Mrs. Miller had worked 
her earlier years at Florsheim 
Shoe Company.  After their 
closing, she worked for City 
Care, Mulberry Manor and 
Spanish Oaks.  She enjoyed 
horse riding and had a love 
for all animals. She attended Anna Heights Baptist Church 
in Anna.

She is survived by her sons, Joey (Nina) Sadler of Anna 
and Rory Sadler of Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; grandchildren 
Jeffery Sadler, Jennifer (Zin) Biehl, Jonathan (Nicole) 
Sadler and Nathan Sadler; great-grandchildren Queshawn 
Flye, Jaylen Flye-Sadler, Quentalia Flye-Sadler, JaNavia 
Flye-Sadler, Sooki Lynn Sadler and Tara Jade Sadler; a 
sister, Mildred McDonald of Collinsville; and a sister-in-
law, Mary Lou Schlenker of Anna. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; a sister, 
Shirley Keller; and two brothers, Levi Schlenker and 
Wardell Schlenker.

Private graveside services were held Friday, May 8, at 
the Anna City Cemetery, with Pastor Carl Dillow offici-
ating. Interment was in the Anna City Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made to SES (Spe-
cialized Equine Services & Therapeutic Riding) and can 
be made online at sestherapeuticriding.com or mailed to 
the funeral home at 135 W. Vienna St., Anna, Ill. 62906.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge 
of arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Sue (Vick) LaBruyere
Sue (Vick) LaBruyere, 

84, of Cape Girardeau, died 
Thursday, April 9, 2020, at 
the home of her daughter in 
O’Fallon, Mo.

Born Margaret Sue Vick 
on March 20, 1936, in Cape 
Girardeau, she was the 
daughter of Russell Caldwell 
Vick and Margaret Lucille 
(Sams) Vick.

She earned her master’s 
degree in education and 
counseling from Southeast 
Missouri State University. 

She taught for 31 years at Chaffee High School and 
then at Shawnee High School, retiring in 1999.  She was 
a member of Alpha Delta Kappa (Teachers Sorority) and 
the Retired Teachers Association.  

As a member of Joseph Vick Family of America, she 
was passionate about genealogy and family history.  

She was a member and past secretary of the DAR Nancy 
Hunter chapter, the Cape County Genealogy Society, the 
Abbey Road Church Genealogy Class, the State of Mis-
souri Historical Society, the Committee for DAR School 
and  the River Heritage Museum.  

She was the representative for the Vick Cemetery to the 
Illinois Cemetery & Funeral Home Association.  

She was a member of Lynwood Baptist Church, and 
also worshipped at Kornthal Historic Church.  She was a 
member of Bridge Club, SOS, the Hand & Foot card club 
and Beta Sigma Phi Sorority.  

Survivors include her daughter, Terri Winham of 
O’Fallon, Mo.; son Gary Sullivan LaBruyere (Stephanie 
Fassett) of Idaho Falls, Idaho; grandson Kyle Vick Loy; 
granddaughter Paddie LaBruyere; seven step-great-grand-
children; brother Bruce (Sherry) Vick of McClure; niece 
Renee (Steve) Brown; nephews Tim Vick and Todd 
(Crystal) Vick; great-niece Reagan Brown; great-nephew 
Hayden Vick; great-nieces Emma and Ava Vick; cousins 
and other relatives and many friends.  

Besides her parents, she was preceded in death by her 
son-in-law, William L. Winham Jr.; and great-nephew 
Dylan Vick.

Visitation will be from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday, May 
22, at Crain Funeral Home in Cape Girardeau.  

Funeral services for Sue (Vick) LaBruyere will be at 
11 a.m. Saturday, May 23, at  the funeral home, with Bill 
Littrell and the Rev. Mark Anderson officiating.  Eulogy 
will be by Greg Shambo. A DAR remembrance by the 
Nancy Hunter Chapter will take place during the service.   

Interment will be at St. John’s Cemetery near Dongola.  
A Beta Sigma Phi service will precede the service at 10 

a.m. Saturday at the funeral home.
Memorials can be made to Kornthal Historic Church 

or to St. John’s Cemetery.  Envelopes will be available at 
the funeral home.  

To leave online condolences, visit www.crainsonline.
com.

Crain Funeral Home in Cape Gi-
rardeau is in charge of arrangements.

Clifford Dean Cain
Clifford Dean Cain, 90, 

of Jonesboro, died at 10:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 7, 2020, 
at the Illinois Veterans Home 
in Anna.  

He was born on July 4, 
1929, in Chicago, the son of 
Pink and Gertrude Hummel 
Cain.  

He married Clara Peddy-
coart on Dec. 12, 1946.

Mr. Cain was an avid farm-
er all his life. He loved his 
family and was very active 
in doing the Lord’s work. 
He was always ministering 
to those he came in contact with about the 
love of Jesus Christ. 

He was involved in ministry work 
through various prisons in Southern Illi-
nois, Mardi Gras, Teen Challenge and other organizations 
throughout his life.  

He was a member of the Assembly of God Church in 
Wolf Lake, where he served as a deacon.  

He was a wonderful husband, father and grandfather. 
He set a Godly example to all those he encountered.   

He was a U.S. Army veteran.
He was preceded in death by his parents; a son, Steven 

Cain; brothers Collin “Cork,” Don, Ronnie  and Duane 
Cain; and a sister, Maxine Cox. 

He is survived by his wife of 73 years, Clara Cain of 
Jonesboro; two daughters, Brenda (David) Schlenker of 
Anna and Donna Morse of Longwood, Fla.; a son, Phillip 
Cain of Jonesboro; one sister, Shirley Schweighart of 
Tuscola; six grandchildren, Jennifer Bratton, Rebecca 
(Marc) Korb, Sheldon (Jenna) Casper, Sonja Cain, Rachel 
(Darren) Frazier and Justin Cain; 13 great-grandchildren, 
Emma and  Ben Bratton, Christopher Mowery, Hannah 
(Conner) Hughart, Malayna Korb, Journey, Elijah and 
Zeke Casper, Rhiannon Korando, Cameron Clifton, An-
thony, Rylan and Ava Frazier; and two great-great-grand-
children, Miles Jarett and Charli Hughart. 

Graveside services will be held privately for the im-
mediate family. 

Memorials can be made to Teen Challenge and sent to 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.
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Rose Mary Hunt Orr
Rose Mary Hunt Orr, 98, of Vienna, died Tuesday, May 

5, 2020, at 1 a.m. at Parkway Manor in Marion. 
She was born on Jan. 10, 1922, in Indianapolis, Ind., 

the daughter of Chester R. and Eva Lena Veach Hunt.
She was first united in marriage to James Edwin Crain.  

He preceded her in death on Oct. 11, 1949.  She later was 
united in marriage to Harold Eugene Orr on Jan. 15, 1955, 
at the Vienna First United Methodist Church.  He preceded 
her in death on March 29, 2018.

Survivors include her children, Michael Crain and Larry 
Crain, both of Vienna, and Patricia (Steve) Crain Stroud 
of Raleigh, N.C.; stepsons John E. (Carole) Orr of Star, 
Idaho, and Robert L. (Mary) Orr of Coeur d’Alene, Idaho; 
eight grandchildren, John G. Orr, Robin Roseberry Anders, 
Granger Roseberry, Michaeline A. Schuetz, Katrina Orr, 
Chadd Harbaugh, Travis Crain and Blake Crain; and several great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Chester R. Hunt and Eva Lena Veach 
Hunt-White; her brother, Bill Hunt; and a sister, Janet Hunt, who died in childhood.

She was a 1939 graduate of Vienna High School.  She attended Brenau College for 
Women in Gainesville, Ga. (now Brenau University) and Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale.   

For over 30 years, she was the manager, and later the owner, of the regionally re-
nowned Bob White Café at West Vienna.  

After retiring from the restaurant business, she began a new career as a professional 
courthouse genealogical researcher, specializing in five Southern Illinois counties. She 
also served as a volunteer researcher for prospective DAR members.

She was admitted to membership in the National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution in 1983 as a member of the Daniel Chapman Chapter.  

Having ingrained in her family a love for history, her leadership brought four gener-
ations of her family to membership in the Daniel Chapman Chapter.  

One of the DAR projects of which she was most proud culminated in her placing the 
1995 commemorative bronze plaque for the “Liberty Bell of the West” on Kaskaskia 
Island.  

Cast in La Rochelle, France, and older than the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, the Lib-
erty Bell of the West was originally gifted by King Louis XV of France to the Catholic 
Church of the Illinois Country of 1741. 

The bell was rung in celebration when George Rogers Clark and his Kentucky Long 
Knives captured Kaskaskia from the British on July 4, 1778, during the American 
Revolution, and the bell remains on the island to this day. 

She served in many capacities during her Illinois Daughters tenure, including state 
chaplain, state librarian, Division VII director, DAR School chairman and director of 
the 1990 Illinois centennial school bus tour.  

She was also lineage research chairman, a member of the Friends of the Library, DAR 
Days marshal and Illinois state genealogical library chairman.  

She served as president and treasurer of the Illinois State Officers Club, as chaplain 
and board director of the State Chairman’s Club and was a charter member of the Illi-
nois Cameo Club. 

She further served as DAR state regent from 1995 to 1997 and was elected as honorary 
state regent of Illinois in 1997.  

In Washington, D.C., in 1999, she was presented as candidate for vice president 
general at the 108th Continental Congress with her daughter, Patricia Crain Stroud, in 
attendance and her granddaughter, Robin Roseberry Anders, serving as personal page. 

During her time serving the national society, she visited every state DAR chapter in the 
country, often piloted by husband, Harold Orr, and they enjoyed their travels immensely.

She was a member of the Illinois State Genealogical Society, the Illinois State His-
torical Society, the John Gaither Descendants, Kelsey Kindred, Veitch, Veatch, Veech, 
Veach Historical Society (Regional coordinator), Genealogical Society of Southern 
Illinois (genealogist and first vice president), Johnson County Genealogical & Histori-
cal Society (organizing board member and first vice president) and co-publisher of the 
Johnson County Federal Census records 1850-1860-1870.

Additionally, she was a member of patriotic organizations, including: Daughters of 
Founders and Patriots of America, Daughters of the American Colonists, State Insignia 
Chairman, National Society of the United States Daughters of 1812, Founders of Hart-
ford Connecticut, Colonial Daughters of the Seventeenth Century (state corresponding 
secretary), the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America (James the Sheriff 
lineage) and a recipient of the SAR Medal of Appreciation. 

Locally, she was a member of the First United Methodist Church and served as his-
torian for the church’s 140th celebration. She copied and co-published the early church 
records.  Additionally, she  had served as the church membership chairman.  

In her community, she served on the Johnson County Welfare Services Board, the 
Vienna City Zoning Board, the Vienna Carnegie Library, as secretary of the board of 
trustees and representative to the Shawnee Regional Library Board. Through her efforts, 
the Vienna Library is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

She was a 73-year member of the Order of the Eastern Star. She joined in January 
1947 in Springfield and affiliated with Egyptian Chapter No. 30 OES at Vienna in 1957.  
She was also the organizing scribe and a Past Worthy High Priestess of the former Valley 
White Shrine of Jerusalem in Vienna.

A memorial service honoring the life of Rose Mary Hunt Orr will be held at a later date.
Inurnment will be beside her husband, Harold Orr, on the Hunt family lot at the 

Vienna Fraternal Cemetery.
Memorials can be made to the NSDAR Illinois State Regent’s Project “Serving All 

Illinois Veterans” and may be sent c/o Christy McDougal, NSDAR Illinois State Trea-
surer, 8633 State Route 143, Edwardsville, Ill. 62025-6805.

To share memory of Rose Mary or to leave an online message of condolence for her 
family, visit www.baileyfh.com.

Bailey Funeral Home in Vienna is in charge of arrangements.

Three persons injured 
in accident on interstate

Three persons, all from 
Mississ ippi ,  were re-
ported to have sustained 
life-threatening injuries as 
the result of a single-vehicle 
traffic accident which hap-
pened Monday afternoon, 
May 11, on Interstate 57 in 
Union County.

Illinois State Police Dis-
trict 22 at Ullin reported 
that the accident happened 
at 12:52 p.m. Monday at 
milepost 35 in the south-
bound lane of Interstate 57.

State police reported that 
the accident involved a 
Chevrolet Blazer sport util-
ity vehicle, SUV.

State police reported that 
a preliminary investigation 

indicated that the SUV was 
traveling southbound on 
Interstate 57 near milepost 
35 in Union County. 

For unknown reasons, 
the driver of the vehicle left 
the roadway to the left and 
over-corrected.

The vehicle began rolling 
end over end numerous 
times onto the southbound 
lanes of traffic. 

The SUV then ran off 
the right side of the road, 
where it came to rest and 
caught fire. 

All three occupants were 
able to make it out of the 
vehicle. 

The driver and one pas-
senger were airlifted to 

an area hospital with life 
threatening injuries. 

The other passenger was 
transported by ambulance 
to an area hospital with life 
threatening injuries. 

The driver was identified 
as Robert Criss, 58, of Lou-
ise, Miss.

The passengers were 
identified as Hildarea Criss, 
38, of Louise, Miss., and 
Frederick Baker, 54, of 
Louise, Miss.

The southbound lanes of 
Interstate 57 at milepost 35 
were closed for approxi-
mately one hour during the 
crash investigation. State 
police said the crash is still 
under investigation.

The Union County Board of Commissioners met Friday morning, May 8. The meeting 
was held online, using the Zoom platform. All of the commissioners were able to be a 
part of the meeting, which could be viewed online  on YouTube.

The meeting had a relatively light agenda. Plans for a bridge project on Nash Road 
over Big Creek, southeast of Anna, were discussed. 

County officials continued discussion about an agreement with local municipalities 
regarding routine dispatch services. 

It was reported that an agreement has been reached between the county and City of 
Anna over transfer of land which is expected to be the home of a new animal control fa-
cility. The county’s animal control program shelter is located on city property near Anna.

Board meeting
The Union County Board of Commissioners meeting last Friday morning 

could be viewed on YouTube.

County board meets Friday

VFW, Auxiliary to serve fish fry, chicken and 
dumplings; smoked pork butts also to be available

The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post 
No. 3455 of Anna and its 
Auxiliary continue to serve 
meals. 

The VFW post is located 
at 70 VFW Ln., just off 
old U.S. Route 51 between 
Anna and Cobden.

The VFW Auxiliary 
also plans to have smoked 
porked butts available for 
purchase.

Fish Fry
The VFW post plans to 

serve a fish fry on Friday, 
May 15, starting at 5 p.m.

The menu will include 
two pieces of fish, potato 
salad, slaw, and a pickle for 
a $10 donation.  

Due to the restrictions 
placed by the state, and 
to keep everyone safe, the 
meals will be available as 
“to go” orders only.  

You can call 833-7737 
before 10 a.m. Friday, May 
15, to make a reservation 
for your meals.

You will be met under 
the awning at the VFW 
post and the meals will be 
delivered to your car. The 
VFW asks that you have 
exact change ready for your 
meals.      

Chicken and Dump-
lings Dinner 

The Auxiliary plans to 
serve a “to go” chicken and 
dumpling dinner on Mon-

day, May 18, beginning at 
5 p.m.

The menu will include 
chicken and dumplings, 
mashed potatoes, green 
beans, roll and dessert for 
a $10 donation.

The chicken and dump-
lings dinner will work just 
like the fish fry on Friday 
evening.

Call 833-5182 before 8 
p.m. on Sunday, May 17, 
to reserve a pick up time.

The Auxiliary will pre-
pare your meal and meet 

you under the awning in 
front of the building. You 
don’t even have to get out 
of your car. 

Smoked Pork Butts
The VFW Auxiliary will 

be smoking pork butts on 
Saturday, May 23, just in 
time for Memorial Day 
weekend.  

If you would like to re-
serve one or more of the 
pork butts, contact Auxilia-
ry president Phillip Wright 
at 967-1374. They are $35 
each.

Southern Seven Head Start
enrolling students for 2020-2021

Southern Seven Head 
Start is enrolling students 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year.

Although normal regis-
tration events have been 
cancelled due to the corona-
virus/COVID-19 pandemic, 
that isn’t stopping Southern 
Seven Head Start from 
planning for the 2020-2021 
school year.

Families can contact 
their local Head Start/Early 
Learning Center site to be-
gin the enrollment process 
by phone interview.

Traditional Head Start is 
for children 3 to 5 years of 
age. The educational pro-
gram is designed to prepare 

children for their transition 
into kindergarten.

The Early Head Start 
program is specially de-
signed to meet the unique 
developmental needs of 
children up to age 3.

A Home Based option 
also is available which 
provides an educational 
experience to children and 
families during weekly 
visits.

Families can call the 
Southern Seven Head Start 
location nearest to them for 
more details. Information 
available on the South-
ern Seven Health Depart-
ment Facebook page and at 
southern7.org.

Senior staffer tests positive for COVID-19
By Peter Hancock

Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – All 

senior staff in Gov. JB Pritz-
ker’s office are working 
from home after a senior 
staff member tested pos-
itive for COVID-19, the 
governor’s office announced 
Monday.

The unidentified staffer 
tested positive last week and 
has so far not shown any 
symptoms of the disease, 
but the person is reported to 
have been in close contact 
with the governor and other 
staff members.

Pritzker said during his 
daily COVID-19 briefing 
Monday in Chicago that he 
did not have direct contact 
with the individual, but that 
the person had taken part in 
large meetings with him and 
other staff. 

Pritzker also said that he 
has tested negative for the 
disease and was last tested 
Sunday morning.

Most of the estimated 125 
employees in the governor’s 

office have been working 
from home for weeks, but 
about 20 staff members 
have been reporting to work 
in person at the James R. 
Thompson Center in Chi-
cago, where Pritzker had 
been holding daily media 
briefings about the crisis. 

The governor halted 
weekend briefings Thurs-
day, May 7, and Monday’s 
event was held via video 
conference.

Pritzker plans to continue 
his daily briefings, which are 
streamed live on Facebook, 
Twitter and other platforms.

In a news release, the 
governor’s office said staff 
members have followed 
safety protocols from the 
Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health, including daily 
temperature checks, wearing 
face coverings and practic-
ing social distancing and 
strict hygiene procedures.

The news of an infection 
within the governor’s office 
came just days after reports 
that two people in the White 
House – a spokeswoman for 
Vice President Mike Pence 

and a valet for President 
Donald Trump – had also 
tested positive.

Those developments have 
prompted questions about 
how any workplace can be 
made safe in the current 
environment, even as some 
businesses, churches and 
legislative Republicans have 
been pushing Pritzker to 
reopen the state sooner. 

Last week, Pritzker out-
lined a five-phase plan for 
gradually reopening the 
state on a region-by-region 
basis, only if they meet cer-
tain benchmarks for infec-
tion rates and hospitalization 
usage over a 28-day period. 
He said Monday that he is 
not yet ready to relax those 
standards.

“People who open their 
businesses at this time, 
knowing that mitigations 
are just now beginning to 
help us bend the curve down 
– we’ve flattened it, but 
the goal here is to bend 
the curve down, ultimate-
ly – that by opening early, 
they’re putting people at 
risk,” he said.
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Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

COVID-19 rapidly
exposing our food
system’s susceptibilities

By Bob Easter, Richard Guebert Jr. 
and Theresa E. Mintle

Illinois Agri-Food Alliance
In the midst of a global health crisis, the agri-food sector 

is pressing forward determined to do what it does best: 
feed the world. After all, empty grocery store shelves don’t 
simply restock themselves. 

COVID-19, however, is rapidly exposing our food 
system’s susceptibilities and disconnects. Could this 
pandemic catalyze a rethinking and transformation of the 
current centralized model? With an outsized stake in the 
outcome, Illinois would be wise to consider. 

Under normal circumstances, the modern-day food 
system operates with efficiency via a “just enough, just 
in time” lean inventory model supported by a global trade 
system. By design, it provides a diverse array of abundant, 
low-cost food and agriculture-derived products sourced 
around the world catered to consumer demands. 

Illinois plays an influential role in this globally inte-
grated system. Our fertile farmland and geographic loca-
tion have transformed the state into a critical production, 
logistics, and transshipment point of food, feed, fuel, and 
fiber. We rank in the top 5 nationally in the production of 
soy, corn, and hogs and are a leader in agricultural and 
processed food exports. Chicago and its environs are home 
to leading businesses driving global commodity trading, 
food processing and manufacturing, food distribution and 
retail, and supporting services. 

Accolades aside, COVID-19 has quickly illustrated our 
reliance on a centralized supply chain. When one segment 
breaks, disastrous feedbacks occur. 

Illinois’ top commodities are seeing a rapid tailspin in 
market prices. Our dairy producers are being forced to 
dump thousands of gallons of milk a day. For beef and 
pork, where meat processing is heavily consolidated, the 
shuttering of facilities amid virus outbreaks present farm-
ers throughout the state with limited options. Meanwhile, 
as unemployment and hunger rises, food banks cite scarci-
ties and inadequate capacity. 

Apart from the pandemic, other systemic challenges 
have long infected Illinois’ agri-food sector. The state 
imports 96 percent of its fresh fruit and vegetables. Sec-
tor-facing businesses continually face an uphill battle in 
securing a robust workforce. Degraded and underinvested 
infrastructure is crippling capacity to store and transport 
products. Rural communities lack broadband in an era 
dependent on digital connectivity. 

When COVID-19 subsides, the challenges and inequi-
ties it both caused and revealed will not simply disappear. 

The pressure to return to “business-as-usual” must be 
abandoned in pursuit of a different kind of approach that 
emphasizes resilience, sustainability, and equitability 
across the value-chain. 

In the era of COVID-19, Illinois must avoid “business-
as-usual,” form unconventional partnerships, and ac-
celerate efforts to develop a more resilient, sustainable, 
equitable food system.

The world is quickly evolving to a new norm, and the 
complexity of problems it faces will continue to emerge 
with ever-increasing intensity. Sustaining the future of 
Illinois’ vibrant agri-food economy is contingent upon 
adapting our food system to meet modern needs. 

To achieve this, transformative collaboration will be 
required. Individuals and businesses will need to form 
unconventional partnerships to iteratively generate new 
ideas, innovations, and processes that address the most 
pressing challenges of our time. 

We have already seen some notable examples. The 
Chicago Park District teamed up with the Illinois Soy-
bean Association and Indigenous Energy to produce hand 
sanitizer. 

The Integrated Bioprocessing Research Laboratory at 
the University of Illinois is doing the same for Chicago-
area hospitals. 

The Illinois Farm Bureau and its county affiliates are se-
curing donations to support food pantries across the state. 

A coalition of Chicago-based corporations supported by 
The Chicago Community Trust is working to identify food 
distribution challenges and meet them with local solutions. 

Regional food system champions, including the Chi-
cago Food Policy Action Council, Fresh Taste, and the 
Illinois Stewardship Alliance, are working together to 
mitigate local market disruptions. 

These types of novel collaborations need to be sustained 
and enhanced going forward. In the near-term, efforts must 
continue to concentrate on ensuring health safety, food 
supply, and continuity across the supply chain. 

In the long-term, we need cross-sector engagement to 
reimagine our food system with focus on reducing supply 
chain complexities, inefficiencies, and inequalities inher-
ent in its current design. 

No one individual or entity is equipped with the re-
sources to navigate these turbulent times. Given the scale 
of its agri-food sector, Illinois must find the fortitude to 
overcome engrained barriers and self-interests to acceler-
ate its future. 

Healing the fissures COVID-19 is amplifying will 
require radical collaboration. Only in meaningful partner-
ship will Illinois foster the capacity to create the resilient 
food system needed in today’s disruptive landscape. 

Bob Easter is chair of the Illinois Agri-Food Alliance 
and president emeritus of the University of Illinois. Rich-
ard  Guebert Jr. is vice chair of the Illinois Agri-Food Al-
liance and president of the Illinois Farm Bureau. Theresa 
E. Mintle is vice chair of the Illinois Agri-Food Alliance 
and interim vice chancellor for public and government 
affairs at the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

The “super” “Full Flower Moon,” as it appeared in the night sky over Union County on Wednesday, May 
6. The space.com website shared that “NASA says this will be the last supermoon of 2020 after a string of 
larger-than-usual moons early in the year, in February, March and April.” Guess that means the rest of the 
full moons for 2020 will just be dull and boring. 

It's the end of the world as we know it...
WARNING: This week’s column is unusually long, 

which might suggest that it is unusually good...or maybe 
just more unusual than usual...so...off we go...

 ...two bees...or not two bees...
...that is not a question...just an observation. We saw 

two bees buzzing around on clover in our front yard last 
weekend. Which was good. Better than seeing a couple of 
murder hornets, which we’ll get back to shortly...

...when I started to write this, just to make sure, I 
glanced at the calendar on the handy, dandy Apple product 
which is used to create these not-so-award-winning efforts 
confirmed that yes, we are in the merry month of May. 

Ah, May. A month which brings us flowers. And warm 
spring breezes. Lazy evenings on the porch swing. Pan-
demics. Murder hornets. Frost and freeze warnings which 
accompanied the Polar Vortex...in May. May?????

...one night last week...Wednesday, to be more 
specific...I stepped outside to catch a glimpse of a very 
bright, and very full, moon. From what I understand, it 
was called the “Full Flower Moon.” And it was super, as 
opposed to being just a regular old full moon.

To be honest with you, given the way things have been 
going, I expected to see the Full Flower Moon falling out 
of the sky, accompanied by the Angel Gabriel playing 
REM’s “It’s the End of the World as We Know It” on his 
trumpet. Louis Armstrong style.

Think about it, folks. We’ve got this pandemic thing 
happening. A once in a lifetime experience which has 
pretty much disrupted life as we know. 

(...brief pause here...I was working at home at the time 
this paragraph was being written...Bob, our cat, came to 
help...again...now he’s bored, though...he left...)

Let’s see. Where were we? The end of the world. An 
earthquake in Southern Illinois. The Polar Vortex...snow 
in the northeast...possible record cold frost in our little 
corner of the world...IN MAY, FOR GOODNESS SAKE.

What else could possibly happen?
Oops. Probably shouldn’t have asked that question.
Murder hornets. That’s what.
That’s right, apparently there are murder hornets run-

ning around loose on the planet. They could be right here  
in our neighborhood any minute. Or not. Murder hornets 
sound kind of creepy, but I guess we’re pretty much used 
to that sort of thing.

The only thing I can figure is that the apocalypse is nigh. 
Since the end of  the world apparently is upon us, it got 
me to wondering what Mark Twain might have thought 
about such things. 

In addition to writing about life on the Mississippi, 
Mr. Twain also predicted the weather for the apocalypse. 
An article which appeared on the Lapham’s Quarterly 
website recalled Mr. Twain’s outlook for one possible 
end of the world. 

(To be honest with you, I had never heard of Lapham’s 
Quarterly until last week. On its website, Lapham’s 
Quarterly shares that it “embodies the belief that history 
is the root of all education, scientific and literary as well 
as political and economic.” I’ll let you make you own 
decision about that.

Seems that in 1865, Mr. Twain wrote: “At the instance 
of several friends who feel a boding anxiety to know 
beforehand what sort of phenomena we may expect the 
elements to exhibit during the next month or two, and who 
have lost all confidence in the various patent-medicine 
almanacs, because of the unaccountable reticence of those 
works concerning the extraordinary earthquake of October 
8, I have compiled the following almanac expressly for 
the latitude of San Francisco...”

Here, for your reading pleasure, are a few excerpts 
from his “forecast”:

October 18: Slight earthquake. Countenances grow 
more melancholy.

October 19: Look out for rain. It would be absurd to 
look in for it. The general depression of spirits increased.

October 22: Light winds, perhaps. If they blow, it will be 
from the “east’ard, or the nor’ard, or the west’ard, or the 
south’ard,” or from some general direction approximating 
more or less to these points of the compass or otherwise. 
Winds are uncertain.

October 23: Mild, balmy earthquakes.
October 24: Shaky.

October 25: Occasional shakes, followed by light show-
ers of bricks and plastering. 

October 26: Considerable phenomenal atmospheric 
foolishness. About this time expect more earthquakes, but 
do not look for them, on account of the bricks.

October 27: Universal despondency, indicative of ap-
proaching disaster. Abstain from smiling or indulgence in 
humorous conversation or exasperating jokes.

October 28: Misery, dismal forebodings, and despair. 
Beware of all light discourse – a joke uttered at this time 
would produce a popular outbreak.

November 1: Terrific earthquake. This is the great 
earthquake month. More stars fall and more worlds are 
shied around carelessly and destroyed in November than 
in any other month of the twelve.

November 3: Make your will.
November 5: Select your “last words.” Those of John 

Quincy Adams will do, with the addition of a syllable, 
thus: “This is the last of earthquakes.”

November 8: The sun will rise as usual, perhaps; but 
if he does, he will doubtless be staggered somewhat to 
find nothing but a large round hole eight thousand miles 
in diameter in the place where he saw this world serenely 
spinning the day before.

And now, for our weekly ration of top-notch, always 
funny, best ever puns (once again, from bestlifeonline.
com):

Thursday: Apple is designing a new automatic car. But 
they’re having trouble installing Windows!

Friday: That baseball player was such a bad sport. He 
stole third base and then just went home!

Saturday: I’ve started sleeping in our fireplace. Now I 
sleep like a log!

Sunday: Did you hear about the kidnapping at school? 
It’s okay. He woke up!

Monday: Why do eggs hate jokes? The answer cracks 
them up!

Tuesday: I used to wonder why Frisbees looked bigger 
the closer they came… And then it hit me!

Wednesday: Cactus puns are simply succulent.
The End. 
Stay safe.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, May 14, 1970

Voters in the county will be given another opportunity 
to vote on whether or not to form a unit school district for 
certain portions of Union County. The proposal will be 
placed before voters Saturday, May 16, with polls opening 
at 12 noon and closing at 7:00 p.m.

The annual Veterans of Foreign Wars Poppy Day will 
be Saturday, May 16. Auxiliary members of the Carroll 
P. Foster Post 3455 will be out with their cannisters and 
all residents are urged to give generously.

The drive to secure Union County Hospital Auxiliary 
memberships will be conducted the week of May 18. 

A mass meeting of Concerned Citizens will be held in 
the Union Hall gymnasium of the Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School Monday evening, May 18, from 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m. “The purpose of the meeting is the organiza-
tion of a group of Americans interested in insuring that the 
American way of life remains in the hands of the people,” 
said Wayman Presley, organizer of the movement.

Strawberries will soon be available in the Union County 
area, according to some growers.

The Oasis Shrine Club of Anna is sponsoring a wrestling 
match to be held at the Anna Fairgrounds Friday, May 
22, beginning at 8:15 p.m. The main event is a four man 
tag team match featuring Buddy Wayne Peal and Buddy 
Hack versus the Spoilers.

From the Wolf Lake News: The Shawnee High School 
Prom was held Saturday night in the Sunny Hill dining 
room in Cape Girardeau.

From the Mountain Glen news: Farmers in this com-
munity were very busy last week planting corn and setting 
tomatoes and peppers. But this week seems like the rainy 
weather has taken over again.
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