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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Memorial Day services planned in Union County

Cobden banner
M e m o r i a l  D a y 

banners are on display 
throughout the Village 
of Cobden.

Anna VFW post monument
A monument honoring all deceased members of 

the nation’s armed forces and past veterans stands 
on the grounds of the VFW Post near Anna.

Memorial Day services 
are planned on Monday, 
May 25, in Union County.

Services are scheduled at 
the Cobden Cemetery and 
at the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars post near Anna.

Organizers for the cer-
emonies are encouraging 
the community to not let 
Memorial Day 2020 pass 
without honoring the na-
tion’s fallen soldiers.

Cobden Cemetery
The Village of Cobden 

and the Cobden American 
Legion post plan to conduct 
a Memorial Day service.

Due to the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
service will be conducted a 
little bit differently than has 
been seen in the past.

The American Legion 
plans to conduct a wreath 
ceremony at 9:30 a.m.

Following the wreath 
ceremony, a drive- and 
walk-thru service are 
planned from 9:35 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. Monday at the 
cemetery.

Those who plan to attend 
can walk by the veterans 
monument at the cemetery 

if they do not want to drive 
through the cemetery. 

Those who walk are 
asked to practice social 
distancing by keeping at 
least 6 feet apart.

Flags will be available 
for those who want to stop 
and place one at the monu-
ment.

The American Legion 
will be posting at least two 
persons next to the monu-
ment as an honor guard for 
the entire ceremony. 

Anna VFW Post
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 

3455 of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars plans to conduct 
a Memorial Day service on 
Monday, May 25.

The service will be at 11 
a.m. at the post, which is 
located at 70 VFW Ln. near 
Anna. The post is located 
just off old U.S. Route 51.

The service will be held 
outside at a monument 

which is located on the post 
grounds.

Those who plan to attend 
are asked to bring lawn 
chairs, or to be prepared to 
stand for a short service to 
honor post members who 
have passed away during 

the past year. The post notes 
there will be plenty of room 
available for social distanc-
ing. The post also noted 
that, unfortunately, it will 
not be able to serve lunch 
as it has done in the past for 
the Memorial Day service.

Cap and gown collection
The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School 2020 senior class graduation ceremony has been 

postponed until June. But in observance of the originally scheduled graduation date of May 16, a 
special event was planned for seniors to collect their graduation materials. On Monday, May 18, A-JCHS 
administrators arranged a drive-thru pickup line for students to collect caps and gowns, senior t-shirts, 
official transcripts, immunization records and other senior items. In addition, members of faculty 
and staff lined the procession’s route to cheer on the graduates, wave signs of congratulations and 
encouragement and hand out special gifts. For social distancing practices, seniors were required to 
stay in their cars while waiting in line. Photo by Benjamin Marxer.

2020 graduates celebrated
The community gathered last Friday evening to celebrate the Cobden High School graduating class 

of 2020. A senior graduation parade was held in the Union County village. The schedule for 2020 
commencement ceremonies at Union County schools has been impacted significantly by the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic. Members of the Cobden High School class of 2020 were dressed in their caps and 
gowns for Friday evening’s parade. The route for the event was the one followed by the annual Cobden 
Peach Festival parade, which has been held for many years. The parade route was from the high school 
and through the village. Many people gathered along the parade route to salute the graduates. And many 
of those along the route displayed signs which congratulated the graduates.

If you can do so, be sure 
to show support for Memo-
rial Day services which are 
planned Monday, May 25, 
at the Cobden Cemetery 
and the VFW post near 
Anna.

***
If you cannot attend a 

Memorial Day ceremony, 
please remember the men 
and women who have given 
the ultimate sacrifice in 
service to the nation.

***
Union County Clerk 

Lance Meisenheimer is 
voicing serious concerns 
about where elections are 
headed in Illinois. More on 
this to come.

***
Union County CEO pro-

gram student Alex Remsey 
has earned national recog-
nition for the 30-second 
pitch he created for his busi-
ness, Alto Archery Targets. 
More on this also to come.

***
In light of the cancella-

tion of a 2020 junior golf 
camp, the Union County 
Country Club in Anna is 
offering a special incentive 
to young golfers. Look for 
more details in next week’s 
paper.

***
The Union County farm-

ers market started Tuesday 
morning in Anna.

***
The Farm Fresh store in 

Anna is publishing weekly 
specials, starting with this 
week’s issue of the paper. 
Specials will be featured 
each week in The Gazette-
Democrat.

***
Stinson Memorial Li-

brary in Anna is working 
on plans for a phased re-
opening. Like many other 
libraries, Stinson plans to 
have curbside pick up for 
items at the main library 
and at the branch facility 
in Cobden.

***
Stinson Memorial Li-

brary also is planning to 
have a “virtual” version of 
its very popular summer 
reading program.

(continued on page 2)

Southern Seven Health 
Department on Monday, 
May 18, reported 12 new 
recovered cases of CO-
VID-19 in its service area 
in Southern Illinois. 

Eleven of those who re-
covered were from Union 
County. One was from Al-
exander County.

As of May 18, there were 
63 people from the South-
ern Seven region who had 
recovered since the start of 
the pandemic in the United 
States.  

Southern Seven Health 
Department on May 18 also 
confirmed 10 new cases of 
COVID-19 in its service 
area. All of the people were 
being isolated.

The new cases, by coun-
ty, included:

Union County: one male 
under 5, two females in 
their 10s, one male in his 
20s, one female in her 50s, 
one female in her 60s and 
one female in her 70s.

Alexander County: one 
female in her 50s.

Pulaski County: two 
males in their 40s.

As of May 18, Southern 
Seven was reporting a total 
of 182 cases and four deaths 
in its service area. The four 
deaths have been recorded 
in Union County.

As of May 18, Union 
County had the most CO-
VID-19 cases in Southern 
Seven’s service area.

The total number of cases 
in the county as of May 
18 was 119, which was up 
from 112 on Friday, May 
15.

The number of individ-
uals confirmed, to date, 
within the Southern Seven 
counties:

Union County: 119 cases. 
27 of the 119 had recovered. 
Four deaths have been re-
ported in Union County.

Alexander County: Eight 
positive cases. Seven of the 
eight had recovered.

Hardin County: One 
positive case. The person 
recovered.

Johnson County: Seven 
cases. Four of the seven had 
recovered.

Massac County: Six 
cases. Five of the six had 
recovered.

Pope County: One case. 
The person recovered.

Pulaski County: 40 cases. 
18 of the 40 had recovered. 

As of May 18...

119 cases of
COVID-19
in county

Heavy rainfall during 
the weekend will help river 
levels in the region to rise 
once again.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
has issued flood warnings 
for the Mississippi River at 
Cape Girardeau and The-
bes.

Mississippi River at 
Cape Girardeau

A flood warning contin-

ues until Monday, May 25.
At 11:30 a.m. Monday, 

the river’s stage was 31.0 
feet. Flood stage is 32.0 
feet.

Minor flooding is in the 
forecast.

The forecast called for 
the river to rise above flood 
stage by Monday evening, 
May 18. The river is ex-
pected to continue to rise 
to near 36.0 feet by Friday 

morning, May 22.
The river is expected to 

fall below flood stage by 
Sunday, May 24, before 
midnight.

Mississippi River at 
Thebes

A flood warning contin-
ues until Sunday afternoon.

At 11:30 a.m. Monday, 
the river’s stage was 29.9 
feet. Flood stage is 33.0 
feet.

Minor flooding is in the 
forecast.

The forecast called for 
the river to rise above flood 
stage by late evening on 
Tuesday, May 19, and con-
tinue to rise to near 35.5 feet 
by Friday evening, May 22.

The river is expected 
to fall below flood stage 
by late Sunday morning, 
May 24.

River levels rise after heavy rain over weekend
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United Methodist Church of Anna 
Annual Plant & Craft Sale

Saturday, May 23rd
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Landscaping Plants, Perennials & More
Birdhouses, Feeders, Yard Art, Etc.

Social distancing on our parking lot.
111 W. Monroe • Anna 23G

All-Natural
Children/Pet Safe

Call or
Text Today!

Mosquito and Tick Control
618-697-1128 23GPC

Happy
Birthday Mom!

Love,
Phillip and Rodney

29PC

23GC

As of May 13

Five COVID-19 cases
reported at Illinois
Veterans Home in Anna

The Illinois Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs, IDVA, 
on May 13 provided updat-
ed test results for its long-
term, skilled care veterans 
homes in Anna, LaSalle, 
Manteno and Quincy.

IDVA reported in a news 
release that following guid-
ance from the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health 
and in order to safeguard 
Illinois’ military heroes, ev-
ery resident and employee 
at the veterans’ homes had 
been tested for COVID-19. 

The department reported 
the following test results for 
each of the veterans homes:

Illinois Veterans’ Home 
at Anna: Full-facility test-
ing revealed five positive 
residents and zero positive 
staff, with a handful still 
awaiting results. 

Illinois Veterans’ Home 
at LaSalle: A single resi-
dent tested positive earlier 
in May. The resident has 
since tested negative and 
subsequent testing revealed 
no additional positive resi-
dents and zero positive 
staff. 

Illinois Veterans’ Home 
at Manteno: In total, 30 
residents and 19 employees 
have tested positive since 
April. All residents were 
tested over the last few 
days; positive residents 
and all residents they had 
direct contact with have 
been isolated. 

One of the residents who 
tested positive for CO-
VID-19 has died. 

The department stated: 
“All of IDVA grieves for 
their loss. The resident had 
been on hospice since 2019 

due to reasons other than 
COVID-19. IDVA cannot 
share any more information 
about them due to privacy 
concerns.” 

Illinois Veterans’ Home 
at Quincy: There were no 
known positive residents 
or staff as of May 13. As of 
that morning, 475 tests had  
come back negative, with 
more residents and staff 
awaiting their results and 
additional testing of staff 
and contractors ongoing.

IDVA stated that the 
“health and well-being of 
Illinois’ veteran heroes and 
the devoted staff who care 
for them is, and always 
will be, the top priority of 
the Illinois Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

“IDVA homes are work-
ing with state and local 
health officials to follow 
the latest medical guidance 
to combat the virus.”

To safeguard military 
veterans and IDVA em-
ployees, IDVA veterans’ 
homes are performing 
health screenings of staff 
and residents, maintaining 
social distancing practices, 
wearing face masks, using 
gloves and gowns when 
indicated, and intensifying 
cleaning and disinfection 
protocols. 

All residents are encour-
aged to stay in their rooms 
and modified dining proto-
cols have been put in place. 

IDVA stated that it re-
mains “highly vigilant for 
signs or symptoms of CO-
VID-19 and ready to re-
spond swiftly, appropriately 
and professionally to any 
potential cases.”

Shawnee College extends
deadline for admission
to practical nursing program

The Shawnee Communi-
ty College practical nursing 
program recently extended 
the deadline for admission 
for the upcoming semester, 
which is scheduled to begin 
June 1.

The deadline for appli-
cations to the program has 
been extended through May 
29.

The college’s director  of 
nursing, Dr. Connie Drury, 
said in a news release: “In 
the face of the increasing 
demands placed on the 
medical community due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we want to fill every avail-
able seat for our nursing 
program. 

“We have a limited num-
ber of open slots, however, 

by extending our deadline, 
we can ensure we are doing 
our part to help fill the cur-
rent need.”  

Those who may be in-
terested in applying for 
the nursing program can 
visit the college’s website 
to review admission re-
quirements and obtain an 
application packet. 

The information can be 
located by visiting https://
www.shawneecc.edu/ and 
is listed under the allied 
health heading. 

For more information 
about the application pro-
cess, contact Dr. Connie 
Drury at conniedr@shaw-
neecc.edu or call 618-634-
3277.  

Sheriff
issues
monthly
report

Union County Sheriff 
Scott Harvel has released 
his department’s monthly 
activity report for April.

The sheriff noted that 
numbers shown in the sta-
tistics, when compared to 
the previous month, have 
dropped significantly due to 
the coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic.

Highlights from the re-
port follow:

Felony arrests, five; 
down from 15 in March. 
Misdemeanor arrests, sev-
en; down from 22. Traffic 
arrests, eight; down from 
33. Warrant arrests, none; 
down from one. Total ar-
rests, 20; down from 71.

Cases opened, 27; down 
from 40. Drug investiga-
tions, two; down from sev-
en. Crash reports, eight; 
down from nine. 911 calls 
received, 1,608; down from 
1,658. Miles patrolled,  
9,779; down from 11,009.

Weather
High 81, low 46;
2.04 inches of rain 

A high temperature of 
81 degrees was recorded 
during the period of May 
12-18 in Union County. The 
low was 46.

Precipitation for the pe-
riod totalled 2.04 inches. 
Rainfall included .16 of an 
inch on May 12, .28 of an 
inch on May 13, .67 of an 
inch on May 15, .25 of an 
inch on May 16, .66 of an 
inch on May 17 and .02 of 
an inch on May 18.

Heavy rainfall last week-
end caused the level of the 
Mississippi River to rise in 
the region.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, May 12        54 46
Wednesday, May 13   61 49
Thursday, May 14       81 58
Friday, May 15           74 61
Saturday, May 16        81 64
Sunday, May 17          78 63
Monday, May 18        67 53

Due to COVID-19, the 
Friends of Stinson Library 
regret that the annual sum-
mer book sale is being 
cancelled. The Friends said 
in an email message that 
their next sale is planned 
in October, during Union 
County ColorFest, “if it is 
safe to do so at that time.  
We thank you for your past 
support and wish you all 
health and safety.”

***
The Jonesboro City 

Council planned to have a 
regularly scheduled meet-
ing on Monday night. The 
meeting again was slated to 
take place in the city’s fire 
station, to allow for social 
distancing.

***
The Anna City Coun-

cil had a regular meeting 
planned for Tuesday eve-
ning. The meeting once 
again was scheduled to be 
done by teleconference.

***
Southern Seven Health 

Department is making note 
of the Head Start program’s 
55th anniversary.

***
Shawnee Hills Laven-

der near Cobden is taking 
orders on its website for 
curbside pickup at the end 
of May and continuing into 
June.

(continued from page 1)

News Notes

Forest Service reminds
public about ATV guidelines
for Shawnee National Forest

The U.S. Forest Service 
is reminding the public 
that the use of all-terrain 
vehicles, ATVs, utility task 
vehicles, UTVs, “side-by-
sides” and off-highway 
motorized vehicles is pro-
hibited on national forest 
system roads and trails, as 
well as cross-country.

The ban includes roads 
and trails on the Shawnee 
National Forest in Southern 
Illinois.

All motor vehicles are 
prohibited from off-road 
travel on the Shawnee, the 
Forest Service stated in a 
news release.

National forest system 
roads on the Shawnee Na-
tional Forest are open to 
motor vehicles that are 
licensed under state law for 
general operations on all 
public roads. 

All-terrain vehicles are 
not licensed by the state and 
therefore are not authorized 
on forest system roads.

The Forest Service noted 
that it is the responsibility 
of the operator of the motor-
ized vehicle to know where 
they are at all times. 

Motor vehicle usage 
maps, MVUMs, show For-
est Service lands and the 
roads under Forest Service 
jurisdiction. MVUMs are 
free and can be download-
ed online at https://www.
fs.usda.gov/main/shawnee/
maps-pubs.

The Forest Service re-
ports that its staff has seen 
an increase in use of off-
road vehicles on the Shaw-
nee National Forest. 

The Forest Service said 
these vehicles damage natu-
ral resources by destroying 
native vegetation, causing 
soil erosion, degrading wa-
ter quality and transporting 
invasive plant species to 
new areas of the Shawnee 
National Forest.

For up-to-date informa-
tion on the Shawnee Na-
tional Forest, visit www.
fs.usda.gov/shawnee.

Food Works kicks off 
campaign for SNAP & Link
coupons at farmers markets

Food Works has launched 
a fund-raising campaign for 
the SNAP & Link Match 
Double Coupon Program 
to help low income families 
access fresh, healthy foods 
at Southern Illinois farmers 
markets.  

Shawnee Health Ser-
vices has kick-started the 
effort with a commitment 
to match the first $1,000 of 
donations from the commu-
nity in the month of May.  

The SNAP & Link Match 
double coupon program al-
lows customers to use their 
LINK card to purchase 
food at the farmers mar-
ket and provides matching 
coupons for fresh fruits and 
vegetables.  

For every $1 a customer 
spends with their LINK 
card, they also receive a $1 
Link Match coupon that can 
be used at any Illinois farm-
ers market that participates 
in the program.  

Customers can get up to 
$25 worth of free fruits and 
vegetables each week.

“This program is so good 
for our community because 
it helps food insecure folks 
among us to access health-
ful, nourishing foods and 
it also supports our local 
economy,” said Jennifer 
Paulson, executive director 
of Food Works.  

“SNAP recipients double 
their purchasing power at 
the farmers market, and 
when they spend those food 
dollars with local farmers, 
bakers and other small food 
businesses, they are sup-
porting other local families 
too.” 

This year, Food Works 
hopes to support the pro-
gram at four markets in 
Jackson and Franklin coun-
ties if it can raise enough 
funds. 

The Benton Farmers 
Market will offer the pro-

gram for the third year 
this summer, and there 
are plans to expand the 
program to two new mar-
kets: the Humpday Farmers 
Market on Wednesdays in 
Carbondale and the West 
Frankfort Farmers Market. 

From December through 
March, the Community 
Farmers Market in Car-
bondale also offers the pro-
gram, giving families in 
need year-round access to 
fresh and healthy foods pro-
duced in Southern Illinois.  

The ability of Food 
Works to support these new 
markets is dependent on the 
success of the fund-raising 
campaign, organizers said.

“The coronavirus forced 
us to cancel two spring 
fund- ra i se r s  and  has 
changed the grant funding 
landscape,” Paulson said. 

“At the same time, we’re 
expecting an increase in 
demand across the board 
as many more families are 
qualifying for SNAP due to 
economic hardships.”

Members of the com-
munity are invited to help. 
Donations can be made 
online at www.fwsoil.org/
donate-to-snap--link-match 
or by sending a check made 
out to Food Works to PO 
Box 3855, Carbondale, Ill. 
62902. 

Food Works is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organiza-
tion which is dedicated to 
creating a sustainable food 
economy in Southern Il-
linois. 

Through farmer training 
and consumer education, 
Food Works promotes long-
term farming networks that 
create healthy soils, healthy 
food, and healthy commu-
nities in the 23 counties that 
make up Southern Illinois. 

More can be found on 
the Food Works website at 
www.fwsoil.org.



The Gazette-Democrat  Thursday, May 21, 2020 Section A - Page 3

23GP

Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank wishes a heartfelt 

congratulations to the graduates 
of Anna-Jonesboro Community 

High School Class of 2020!

We are proud of your accomplishments. 
Good luck as you transition to the

next phase of your lives!

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

21-24G

2020 Census
Response Rate Challenge

The City of Anna invites YOU to do your part and fill out the 
Census. If we can beat our 2010 response rate of 73.9%,

the city of Anna pledges the following:

Response Rate
Between 75-85%

Between 86-95%

96% and above

Incentive
Anna City Pool FREE Summer

Admission - *Summer 2021

Residential Utility Customers
$10 local business gift card

Residential Utility Bill Credit
of $25 - *December 2020

*As of 5/17/2020 our response rate was 64.4%
How to participate in the 2020 Census:

Online: my2020census.gov • Telephone: 844-330-2020
Paper: Fill out the questionnaire mailed to your address and return.

Visit cityofanna.org for details 23,27,32G

The Class of 2020 has earned it.
Now more than ever, our grads need to 

know how we feel about them.
Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles show your 

graduates how proud you are of them and their
accomplishments by running their picture

along with message congratulating them in
The Gazette-Democrat and/or Monday's Pub.

Get a 2x3 ad for only $25.00
Call Scarlett Tarpley at 618-833-2158

now to get it set up.

Rural Health awards
scholarships to students
from area high schools

Rural Health Inc. this 
month is awarding schol-
arships of $1,000 each to 
graduating seniors from 
high schools located within 
the organization’s service 
region. 

Recipients were cho-
sen based on their desire 
to pursue a career in the 
healthcare field.

Rural Health announced 
that the following students 
are this year’s scholarship 
recipients:

Morgan Keller,  An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School.

Jenna Clark, A-JCHS, 
child of Rural Health Inc. 
employee/board member.

Joseph Brumleve, Cob-
den High School.

Megan Theis, Dongola 

High School.
Kiara Miller, Goreville 

High School.
Edie Roberts, Joppa High 

School.
Anna Thompson, Massac 

County High School.
Kyleigh Smith, Vienna 

High School.
Rural Health Inc. stated 

in a news release that it 
“was honored and gratified 
to present these awards 
and wished this year’s re-
cipients much success with 
their future in the healthcare 
field.”

Rural Health Inc. is a 
not-for-profit healthcare 
organization which serves 
Union, Johnson and Massac 
counties, with locations in 
Anna, Dongola, Vienna, 
Metropolis and Goreville.

PAST among organizations
to receive emergency grants

Illinois Humanities on 
May 5 announced it will 
award 24 COVID-19 Emer-
gency Relief Grants, total-
ing $60,000. 

A Union County orga-
nization is among those 
receiving grant funds.

The 24 organizations 
funded in this round in-
clude:

PAST of Union County 
(Jonesboro).

Gallatin County Histori-
cal Society (Shawneetown).

Gen. John A. Logan Mu-
seum (Murphysboro).

Washington County His-
torical Society (Nashville).

Williamson County His-
torical Society (Marion).

PAST operates the Her-
itage House in Jonesboro. 
PAST relies entirely on do-
nations and events it hosts 
for funding. Fund-raisers 
have been temporarily can-
celled due to the coronavi-
rus/COVID-19 pandemic.

PAST will  be receiving 
$2,500, which will help to 
cover the costs for utili-
ties, insurance, lawn care, 
maintenance and an alarm 
system. The grant funds are 
seen as a life-saver for the 
organization.

The purpose of these 
general operating (non- 
project) grants is to help 
smaller humanities organi-
zations throughout Illinois 
weather the current pan-
demic.

“Especially in this mo-
ment of duress, Illinois Hu-
manities is proud to support 
not-for-profit organizations 
that promote the impor-
tance of the humanities 
in private and public life 
and that inspire collective 
action and hope,” said Illi-
nois Humanities executive 
director Gabrielle Lyon in 
a news release.

“These champions of 
the humanities make their 
communities and our whole 
state more vibrant.”

The 24 Illinois Human-
ities COVID-19 Emergency 
Relief Grants are meant 
to help humanities orga-
nizations with budgets of 
$300,000 or less that are 
based in Illinois outside the 
city of Chicago. 

Applicants were ranked 
by commitment to the hu-
manities, budget size and 
location, statement of need, 
and the actions groups are 
taking to confront the pro-
grammatic and financial 
challenges being inflicted 
by the pandemic.

The grants represent 
the first of three rounds 
of COVID-19 emergency 
relief grants that Illinois 
Humanities will make be-
tween now and the end of 
October. 

The next two rounds 
of grants are also meant 
to help alleviate stress on 

Illinois humanities organi-
zations. 

In addition to more gen-
eral operating support, 
grants will be made that 
support innovation, adap-
tion, and strengthening 
access to programming. 

They will also be award-
ed for projects that make 
community experiences 
during the pandemic visible 
and that highlight resiliency 
throughout the state. 

The next two rounds 
are made possible by the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act, 
CARES, allocations to the 
National Endowment for 
the Humanities.  

Illinois Humanities has 
a number of other grants 
offerings available in 
2020, in addition to the 
COVID-19 Emergency 
Relief Grants. 

Illinois Humanities pro-
motes and supports the 
humanities through free 
public programs, grants, 
and educational opportu-
nities that foster reflection, 
spark conversation, build 
community and strengthen 
civic engagement. 

Illinois Humanities is a 
nonprofit organization and 
the state’s affiliate for the 
National Endowment for 
the Humanities. 

Heritage House
The PAST organization of Union County operates 

the Heritage House in Jonesboro. File photo.

Shawnee College offers students 
more options to save on costs

Students who choose to 
attend Shawnee Communi-
ty College for the summer 
semester are being provided 
additional options for sav-
ing money on college costs 
during the current coronavi-
rus/COVID-19 crisis. 

The college has recent-
ly extended its low $125 
per credit hour rate to all 
incoming students and 
waived online fees for the 
summer. 

The college noted in 
a news release that most 
colleges and universities 
typically charge different 
tuition rates for district 
residents and another, much 
higher one for students 

from outside the district. 
Usually, online classes 

include additional fees that 
add significantly to the 
overall cost per class. 

Previously, the college 
had offered contiguous 
counties in Southeast Mis-
souri (Cape Girardeau, 
Scott, Mississippi and New 
Madrid counties) and West-
ern Kentucky (Ballard, 
Livingston and McCracken 
counties) the opportunity to 
attend Shawnee Commu-
nity College for in-district 
tuition rates. 

The new expansion 
means prospective students 
enrolling for summer class-
es now also qualify for the 

lowered tuition cost and 
online fee waivers.  

The college said the ex-
pansion means that it will 
now be more cost-effective 
for students to attend Shaw-
nee Community College 
than ever before.

 Speaking on behalf of 
the college, interim presi-
dent Dr. Kathleen Curphy 
said, “This decision was an 
easy one to make for our 
institution.  

“The COVID-19 pan-
demic has caused consid-
erable hardships to many 
students. 

“We felt that with many 
institutions currently offer-
ing only online options for 
students, ensuring we keep 
our cost low, was the right 
thing to do.” 

Shawnee Community 
College is currently en-
rolling students for online 
classes this summer.

Registration also is tak-
ing place for the upcoming 
fall semester. 

“We are an affordable 
institution, with high-qual-
ity course offerings for our 
students. We are pleased 
to expand our reach by 
offering new and returning 
students a reduced rate,” the 
college’s interim president 
said. 

For details about enroll-
ing at Shawnee Commu-
nity College, prospective 
students can contact the 
college at 618-634-3200 or 
visit the college’s website 
at shawneecc.edu. 
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Pictures are worth a thousand words unless they do not do the home 
justice. Come see the understated simple beauty of this home.
The owners fell in love with the design of the home in Better Homes 
and Gardens magazine and stayed true to the original design ex-
cept they wanted a basement. Double sided gas fireplace located in 
the living room and the piano room. The back is lined with windows 
overlooking the woods. Beautiful wood floors are underneath the 
carpet in the living room and bedrooms.  One car detached garage 
with an adjoining mother-in-law suite.  Call today to schedule your 
own personal showing.

www.ollisauction.com
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Sports Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, May 21, 1970

The Anna-Jonesboro Wildcats (baseball team) defeated 
the Cobden Appleknockers last Thursday, May 7th, at 
Anna by a score of 7 to 6. A-J put all of their runs across 
the plate in the big fifth inning and it was enough to win 
the game.

The Anna-Jonesboro Wildcats rounded off their 1970 
baseball season last Friday, May 8th, with a victory at 
Egyptian 7 to 4.

One Anna-Jonesboro player was named to the South-
western Baseball Egyptian Conference held recently. Jim 
Page, Anna, was named to the second team. He plays 
outfield on the A-J team.

The Blue Gill season surely must be here, one of our 
readers informs us, from the looks of the cars parked at 
Lyerla Lake.

A wrestling match, sponsored by the Oasis Shrine Club, 
will be held Friday, May 22, beginning at 8:15 p.m. at the 
Anna City Park. There will be several events, including a 
four man tag team match featuring Buddy Wayne Peal and 
Buddy Hack versus the Spoilers; two top lady television 
stars and a fall match.

Ladies Tuesday Night League
Final Winter League

    W L
Anna-Jo Bowl   92  48
B&PW Club   90 50
Kas Potato Chip  79 1/2 60 1/2
Printer’s Devils  66 74
Anna National Bank  64 1/2 75 1/2
Bass Fashion Shop  60 80
G.C. Murphy   56 84
Music Mart   52 88

Tuesday Night Ladies League Team Standing
    W L
Anna-Jo Bowl   100 36
Wonder Market  87 49
Yellow Cab   69 67
Pepsi Cola   65 71
Ligon Lumber Co.  63 1/2 72 1/2
Vienna Prison   57 1/2 78 1/2
Gutter Dusters   54 82
Plaza    48 88

Union County Hospital
Auxiliary still accepting
scholarship applications

Union County Hospital 
Auxiliary is continuing to 
accept scholarship appli-
cations.

Presumably due to the 
schools being closed due 
to the coronavirus, re-
sponse to the invitation 
from the Union County 
Hospital District Auxil-
iary to apply for health 
care scholarships has been 
minimal.

Therefore, the auxiliary 
is extending the deadline 
and again inviting eligible 
persons to apply.

Interested applicants may 
request an application from 
the Human Resources Of-
fice, Union County Hospi-
tal, 517 N. Main St., Anna, 
Ill. 62906.

The human resource of-
fice also can be contacted 
online at www.unioncoun-
tyhospital.com.  

To be eligible for the 
scholarship, the applicant 
must be accepted and en-
rolled in at least one class  
in a health career program 
at an accredited college or 
university.

Preference in awarding 
the scholarship will go to 
applicants who are resi-
dents of Union County, or 
who are current employees 
of Union County Hospital 
in Anna.

The auxiliary noted that 
if a position is available 
at Union County Hospital 
upon completion of the 
program, the hope is that 
the student would consid-
er employment with the 
facility.

The number of scholar-
ships and the amount of the 
scholarships are flexible, 
depending on the funds 
available for the particu-
lar year and the number 
of classes the applicant is 
taking.

Applicants must com-
plete the application, pro-
vide documentation of ac-
ceptance and enrollment in 
a health career curriculum, 
and must remain in good 
standing academically.

Applications must be 
postmarked no later than 
June 1, 2020, to be con-
sidered.  

Shawnee School District hosts
academic honors event on video

Members of the District 
84 faculty announced the 
names of students who were 
recognized for academic 
achievements, awards they 
had won, club performanc-
es and other noteworthy 
accomplishments for the 
school year.

Shawnee teacher Jamie 
Nash-Mayberry, pictured, 
announced awards for 
several student activi-
ties, including Beta Club, 
Scholar Bowl and history 
fair.

The video for the vir-
tual  academic awards 
ceremony can be found 
on the school’s Facebook 
page at facebook.com/
S h a w n e e - C U S D - 8 4 - 
184210863848.

DAR chapter presents
Good Citizens awards
to area high school students

By Dixie Terry
The Daniel Chapman 

Chapter National Society 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution has presented 
the Good Citizens awards 
to seniors from seven area 
high schools.

Due to the pandemic the 
formal presentation, which 
had been set for April 13 at 
the First Christian Church 
of Anna, could not be held.

The Good Citizens cer-
tificates were presented 
by mail to the following 
seniors, with their school 
and parents listed:  

Haley Page Bundren, 
Vienna High School, Mark 
and Edna Bundren.  

Lucas Alan McLaugh-
lin, Egyptian High School, 
Tamms, Brent and Wendy 
Boren.  

Jordyn Swinford, Pope 
County High School, Erin 
English and Wade Swin-
ford.  

Allison Grace Wilburn, 
Century High School, Ul-
lin, Rex and Teresa Wil-
burn.  

Olivia Marie Jackson, 
Shawnee High School,  
Wolf Lake, Donald and 
Renee Jackson.  

William Tyler Johnson, 
Goreville High, Emily 
Johnson, Jody Johnson.  

Cheyenne Hope Roach, 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School, Ivy and 
Mike Yana.  Cheyenne 
Hope Roach also was pre-
sented the Daniel Chapman 
Chapter scholarship.

Jeanne McKenzie is the 
Good Citizens chair and 
Virginia Street served as 
the vice chair of the project.

Centerstone awarded $2 million grant
for trauma-focused treatment in region

Centerstone has been 
awarded a $2 million, five-
year grant from the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, 
SAMHSA, and Center for 
Mental Health Services to 
help clients who have ex-
perienced traumatic events.

Centerstone will use the 
grant, $400,000 each year 
for five years, to create a 
new program called CT3: 
Centerstone Trauma Treat-
ment and Training. 

The program’s aim will 
be to increase access to 
trauma-focused treatment 
for children, adolescents 
and their families who 
have experienced traumatic 
events, including children 
and adolescents involved in 

the juvenile justice system 
and children of veterans.

The counties covered 
in the program include 
Franklin, Jackson, Madi-
son, Perry, Randolph, St. 
Clair, Union, Washington 
and Williamson.

“In those nine counties, 
more than 12,000 child 
abuse or neglect cases have 
been investigated and near-
ly 6,000 have been substan-
tiated to date,” said Andrea 
Quigley, Centerstone clin-
ical director and project 
manager for the CT3 pro-
gram, in a news release. 

“The area’s child abuse 
and neglect rates are up 
to 2.7 times higher than 
the state’s rate of 9.7 per 
1,000.”

CT3 will develop and 
maintain local capacity 

to implement trauma-in-
formed practices and pro-
vide evidence-based, in-
formed trauma treatment 
interventions. The goals of 
the program are:

Establish a communi-
ty-based, culturally com-
petent, quality, accessible 
program to provide and 
increase access to effective 
trauma focused treatment 
and services systems for 
children, adolescents, and 
their families who witness 
or experience traumatic 
events. 

Develop a sound in-
frastructure and increase 
community capacity to im-
plement trauma-informed 
services for the focus pop-
ulation.

Improve the health status 
and outcomes for young 
children (ages 2 to 9 years 
old), adolescents (ages 10 
to 17 years old) and fami-
lies as measured at intake, 
six months and discharge 
follow-up.

Develop and disseminate 
a thoroughly documented 
model with measurable 
objectives for statewide 
and national replication and 
adoption.

“Our objectives include 
decreasing behavioral 
health concerns, risk factors 

and mental health symp-
tomatology related to trau-
ma; improving social and 
emotional functioning and 
family functioning; and in-
creasing psychosocial well-
being, quality of life, and 
protective factors, as well 
as access to trauma-focused 
treatment,” Quigley said.

CT3 services will in-
clude: Direct trauma and 
treatment services. Ther-
apy. Care management. 
Professional training and 
community education. Out-
reach and engagement. 
Screening and assessment. 
Linkages to services and 
supports.

The program is sched-
uled to begin on May 31 
with a three-month plan-
ning phase, during which 
Centerstone will be doing 
outreach and engagement 
with partners dedicated to 
the project’s success, in-
cluding child welfare orga-
nizations, law enforcement, 
courts, juvenile justice and 
other provider and social 
service agencies.

Centerstone estimates 
that the program will begin 
providing services in Au-
gust. The estimated number 
of people to be served with 
this program and grant is 
360.

Anna VFW
plans to serve
‘to go’ fish fry

The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post 
No. 3455 plans to serve a 
fish fry on Friday, May 22, 
starting at 5 p.m.

The menu will include 
two pieces of fish, potato 
salad, slaw, and a pickle for 
a $10 donation.  

Due to the restrictions 
placed by the state, and 
to keep everyone safe, the 
meals will be available as 
“to go” orders only.  

You can call 833-7737 
before 10 a.m. Friday, May 
22, to make a reservation 
for your meals.

You will be met under 
the awning at the VFW 
post and the meals will be 
delivered to your car. The 
VFW asks that you have 
exact change ready for your 
meals.      

Check out 
The Gazette-Dem-

ocrat online at 
annanews.com
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Jamie Nash-Mayberry
Shawnee School District 

No. 84 hosted an annual 
academic awards banquet 
ceremony on video for the 
2019-2020 academic year.

The video was posted to 
the school district’s Face-
book page on Thursday, 
May 14.
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After Paul’s escorts had taken him to Athens, they came away with instructions for Silas and Timothy to join him as soon as possible. 
Then Paul stood up at the Areopagus and said: “You Athenians, I see that in every respect you are very religious. For as I walked around 
looking carefully at your shrines, I even discovered an altar inscribed, ‘To an Unknown God.’ What therefore you unknowingly worship, 
I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and all that is in it, the Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in sanctuaries made 
by human hands, nor is he served by human hands because he needs anything. Rather it is he who gives to everyone life and breath and 
everything. He made from one the whole human race to dwell on the entire surface of the earth, and he fixed the ordered seasons and the 
boundaries of their regions, so that people might seek God, even perhaps grope for him and find him, though indeed he is not far from any 
one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being,’ as even some of your poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since 
therefore we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the divinity is like an image fashioned from gold, silver, or stone by human 
art and imagination. God has overlooked the times of ignorance, but now he demands that all people everywhere repent because he has 
established a day on which he will ‘judge the world with justice’ through a man he has appointed, and he has provided confirmation for all 
by raising him from the dead.”

When they heard about resurrection of the dead, some began to scoff, but others said, “We should like to hear you on this some other 
time.” And so Paul left them. But some did join him, and became believers. Among them were Dionysius, a member of the Court of the 
Areopagus, a woman named Damaris, and others with them. After this he left Athens and went to Corinth. From the Acts of the Apostles
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You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com
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News from

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

On Sunday, May 17, 
Wes Johnson from the First 
Baptist Church in Dongola 
filled in for Pastor Perry and 
preached via transmitter for 
drive-up church. 

The church has been 
having a great turn out as 
worshippers stayed in their 
cars on the church’s lower 
parking lot while tuned in 
to their radios on station 
87.9 FM. 

Dee Rose led in worship. 
Debbie York played the 
keyboard. 

The message was also 
live streamed, which can 
be found on the church’s 
Facebook page: @jonesbo-
rofbc. Other messages also 
can be found there under the 
video tab.

Pastor Perry is on vaca-
tion but plans to resume 
live streaming a series of 
devotionals focused on 
the end times at 9 a.m. 
Monday through Friday on 
Facebook.

Announcements regard-
ing the next series are avail-
able by calling the prayer 
line at 833-4021.

Don’t have Facebook? 
Go to YouTube.com and do 
a search under Brother Per-
ry Williams. His messages 
are there, also.

At the present time, all 
activities are postponed, 
other than live stream ser-
vices and drive-up church, 
weather permitting. 

Check the church’s Face-
book site for updated mes-
sages. 

The church’s prayer line 
can be called at 833-4021 
to hear prayer requests and 
updates.

Birthdays: Mary “Murk” 
Cripps, May 20; Jodie Dial, 
May 24.

The schedule for worship 
at Jonesboro First Baptist 
this coming week includes a 
live stream worship service 
on Sunday at 10 a.m. on 
Facebook. 

News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church, Anna
For Sunday’s service, 

the altar was decorated 
with pink and white pe-
onies donated by Doug 
and Sally LeFevre. The 
flowers helped to give the 
live-stream service a more 
welcoming feeling.

The pastor announced 
that the church more than 
likely will not be able to 
assemble for full worship 
in the sanctuary on May 
31, but it will eventually 
happen, so he said everyone 
needs to persevere just a 
little while longer.  

Pastor Mark said that 
Pentecost is two Sundays 
away. Holy Trinity Sunday 
is three Sundays away.

He said “we need to have 
a really good understanding 
of the triune God. Most of 
us think of God the Father: 
God of the Old testament, 
who created the world; 
God the Son, who was sent 
to save the world; and God 
the Spirit, which is what we 
now can relate to.  

“In all reality, all three 
are the one God – from the 
very beginning. The Holy 
Spirit is our personal con-
nection to God the Father, 
God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit.”

Prayers were offered for 
the whole people of God, 
for the sick and suffering, 
for families who have lost 
loved ones, and for every-
one who is effected by the 
coronavirus. 

The church expresses a 
“special gratitude to Pastor 
Mark for his love, devotion 
and continued determina-
tion to bring the gospel 
to us through live stream, 
daily devotions and drive-
up communion.”  

News from

First Baptist
Church, Anna

Pastor Nick’s Bible study 
for last week was titled 
“The Spiritual Discipline 
of Frugality,” with scripture 
from Micah.

His sermon was titled 
“Rich Toward God,” part 
2, with scripture from Luke.

Sermons and Bible stud-
ies can be viewed online 
at www.annafirst.org/ser-
mons.

The church had a very 
successful food giveaway 
last Thursday. The give-
away was in the parking lot 
behind the church.

Another food giveaway 
is planned Thursday, today, 
from 11 a.m. to noon in 
the parking lot. It will be 
like the one last week and 
is open to anyone in the 
community.

The church invites ev-
eryone to join in praying 
for the nation and the town 
during this time. 

News from

Anna
Nazarene
Church

A drive-in service was 
held Sunday, May 17, on 
the parking lot at the Anna 
Church of the Nazarene.

Singing was led by Pastor 
Randy Wright and the wor-
ship team. 

The pastor’s message on 
Sunday was titled, “Endur-
ance,”  with scripture from 
2 Corinthians.

The message can be 
heard on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and on 
the Anna First Church of the 
Nazarene Facebook page.

Wednesday Bible study 
and Saturday night Bible 
study are planned at 6:30 
p.m. by using Zoom.

The link to these Zoom 
services can be found on 
the Anna First Church of the 
Nazarene Facebook page.

Anniversary: Brian and 
Vonda Hill, May 23.

A drive-in service is 
planned at 10:35 a.m. on 
May 24. 

During this time, the 
church can be contacted 
by calling the church office 
at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary or 
by calling Pastor Wright at 
618-534-7103.

News from

Camp Ground Church, Community
As the weekly Zoom 

worship began Sunday at 
Camp Ground Church, 
praise reports and prayer 
requests were shared.  

Rev. Dee Ann Thomp-
son’s sermon Sunday began 
a series from the book of 
James. Scripture was from 
the first chapter.

Rev. Thompson shared a 
bit of background on James.  
He was a brother to Jesus, 
and his writing was initially 
to the church at Jerusalem.  

The book of James is 
often referred to as “lit-
tle Proverbs”: theology in 
simple terms that any may 
understand.

The sermon shared that 
“as we experience trials 
and temptations, we need to 
realize that God will help us 
grow through them.  How 
do you keep your joy day 
after day in your trial?  Only 
God can give that kind of 
joy to us.

“Christian maturity in-
cludes recognizing we will 
have trials, when we pray 
we must have faith in His 
answer, and if we persevere, 
we will receive the crown 
of life.  

“Being a believer doesn’t 
protect us from problems.  
But knowing God is sover-
eign over any trials we may 
have helps us to endure.” 

Rev. Thompson closed 
with the assurance that “our 
trials are but for a while as 
we live here on Earth, but 
God’s reward will last for 
all eternity.”

Rev. Thompson’s ser-

Flowers
Doug and Sally LeFevre donated peonies which 

were on the altar for Sunday’s worship service. 
Photo provided.

Prayers
Prayers of healing were offered for the people on 

the list which is shown. Photo provided.

mons are posted on the 
church’s Facebook page at 
“Camp Ground Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church” 
and on YouTube.  

For at least the rest of 
May, the church will be 
having services electron-
ically.

Those who would like to 
be a part of the live worship 
experience can contact any 
member of the congrega-
tion for the Zoom link.

This week, Happy Birth-
day wishes go to Vanda 
Gerard on May 20.

Sandy  Boaz  i s  t he 
church’s lead elder for May.

The church’s prayers 
continue for all who are 
working in health care and 
essential businesses, and 
for those who are sick or 
bereaved due to this virus.

A l so ,  t he  chu rch ’s 
prayers for the nation’s 
military and their families; 
who are affected not only 
physically by having the 
virus, but also to those 
whose mobilizations and 
deployments are extended 
indefinitely as a result of 
this worldwide pandemic.

The  communion  i s 
scheduled to continue each 
Sunday from 11 a.m. until 
noon until everyone can 
come together at the altar.

In the meantime, the 

church encourages every-
one to stay safe, stay home, 
wear masks if you go out, 
wash your hands and above 
all, practice social distanc-
ing. This, too, shall pass.

Garden club plans to offer
Annabelle hydrangeas

The Anna-Jo Garden Club 
has made many changes to 
regular activities due to cur-
rent conditions.  

All planned events have 
been cancelled until con-
ditions are safe to resume 
activities, the club has re-
ported.

The garden club not-
ed that Anna, Illinois, has 
earned the title of  “Home of 
the Annabelle Hydrangea.” 

Due to requests for Anna-
belle hydrangea plants, the 
club has made arrangements 
to have Annabelles available 
for the public.  

On Friday, May 22, at 6 
p.m., the City of Anna has 
approved a drive-through 
event at the parking lot of 
the Anna-Jo Garden Club 
Park. 

The park is located in east 
Anna, near McDonald’s.

Plants, which are $15, 
will be available on a first-
come, first-serve basis.  

The club says that exact 
cash or a check will be re-
quired and all stay safe pre-
cautions will be observed.   

Club members will load 
plants into cars. No one 
needs to get out of the car. 

The club said that as of 
early this week, 32 plants 
were ready. 

More are expected to be 
available at the club’s Sep-
tember plant sale. The sale 
is set for Sept. 12.

Club updates, pictures, 
other information and mes-
sages can be found visiting 
the Anna-Jo Garden Club 
in Anna Il. Facebook page. 

“While everyone is adapt-
ing to new activities and 
life practices, we all can be 
healthy and enjoy the great 
outdoors and take in the 
beauty all around us,” the 
garden club noted in a news 
release which announced 
the upcoming Annabelle 
hydrangea sale.

 

    Braden Benns          Soren Poulos Keller
Scholarships awarded

Anna-Jonesboro Community High School has 
announced that seniors Braden Benns and Soren 
Poulos Keller are recipients of the Spanish Club 
Scholarship for the 2019-2020 academic year. The 
announcement came on the school’s Facebook 
page on May 14. The scholarship goes to two 
students who have been active members of Spanish 
Club for four years and who have the highest 
grade point average in their Spanish courses. 
Each student receives a $250 scholarship from the 
A-JCHS Spanish Club. 
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Graduates
A special thanks to Anna 

State Bank for all the grad-
uates pictures from the 
different schools showing 
on their marquee.

One thing for sure is the 
class of 2020 has learned 
patience and how to deal 
with many disappoint-
ments. They are a strong 

Celebrating a graduation party for Elijah Glen Ellis and birthday party for 
Martha Ann Webb at Lambert’s Café, Home of the Throwed Rolls, with Molly 
Siebert, Bessie Mae Ellis, Curt Ellis and Earl Miller.

Friends of Corrine Brown were happy to join a parade of vehicles at the Anna 
City Park on Sunday, May 17, in honor of her 96th birthday.  Mrs. Brown was 
“Queen for a Day” as former students and long-time friends “paraded” before 
her place of honor with “waves of good wishes.” The outdoor drive-by was 
arranged instead of a traditional birthday party, during the social distancing 
requirements of the virus pandemic of 2020.

Homer Hawk is standing in front of the veterans 
monument at the 4 way stop in Anna. He tells the 
story of how all the volunteers helped. The soldier 
was put on top by Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home.

Happy birthday to Corinne Brown, who turned 96 
on May 18. Friends and former Dongola and Cobden 
music students planned  a drive-by tribute last Sun. 
at the Anna Park.

Homer Hawk asked the railroad if this 100 year 
railroad monument could be turned around and 
moved closer to the veterans monument. A special 
thanks to Crain Funeral Home that moved it. Illinois 
Central Railroad 100 year monument 1851 to 1951 
main line of mid-America. Please stop by and look 
at these nice memorials to our veterans.

Gary and Andrea Dahmer celebrated their 19th 
wedding anniversary May 12.

Homer Hawk is proud to announce that after 
three long years of hard work the veterans memorial 
is finally finished at the 4 way stop in Anna. The last 
project was to put the names of all the donors at 
the site. A special thanks to every one of them for 
all they did to make this possible. Homer said Jim 
Clary worked by his side for two years before he 
went to heaven and was really appreciated.

Jaselynn Shipley is one of the proud graduates 
of Anna Junior High School. A special thanks to 
Tiffiny Dillow for their class photos.

class and will succeed in 
anything they put their 
minds to do.

Special Thanks
Special thanks to Jane 

Bauer for giving me cred-
it when she renewed her 
subscription to The Ga-
zette-Democrat.

Happy Retirement
Sandra Wright, daughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. Dorris 
Johnson of Anna, is retiring 
this year. 

Sandra has taught for 
over 30 years in Vine 
Grove, Ky., Belle Rive and 
most of her years have been 
at Irvington Elementary 
School in Irvington.

During her teaching ca-
reer, she has always felt 
that teaching is her passion, 
and to teach is to teach the 
future. She has also had the 
privilege of teaching her 
former students’ children. 

Sandra plans to spend a 
little more time with her 
Southern Illinois family, 
and her son, Andy in Seat-
tle, Wash., as well as daugh-
ter, Miranda in Chicago. 

She also plans to spend a 
few days a week working in 
a beautiful library that she 
helped to put together and 
made possible. 

She has always loved to 
read, and has passed that 
love along to her students 
with competitions and re-
wards for top readers.

Annabelle Plant Sale
Friday, May 22, at 6 p.m., 

the Anna-Jo Garden Club 
will sell their Annabelle 
plants at their park’s park-
ing lot next to McDonald’s 
in Anna. $15 each. Drive 
by pay and they will load 
into car. Keeping social 
distance.

Birthday Celebration
Tracee Foley celebrated 

her birthday  with a nice 
cake made by her friend  
Sue Mathis Bresett at work, 
and curbside pickup from 
the Brickhouse Grill, their 
manicotti was very good. 
Also enjoyed gifts of flow-
ers and cards from her 
husband John and many 
friends.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Darryl Parks reports the 
church plant sale is sched-
uled to take place Saturday, 
May 23, with perennials 
and bushes with social dis-
tance. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
church parking lot. 

The ladies of the church 
have been making bird 
houses and crafts that will 
also be for sale.

Sunday mornings at 10 
a.m. you can friend Rev. 
David Reynolds and hear 
his sermon on his Face-
book page. Jesus words, 
It is Finished Proclaim the 
Triumph of Victory, Not the 
Agony of Defeat. Scripture 
from John.

Guest
C. J., Veronica and An-

nysia Moellering from Co-
lumbia, Dallas Ann New-
man and Casey Nix from 
Des Moines, Iowa, visited 
their parents Judy and Don-
ald Newman for Mother’s 
Day on Saturday.

Texas
Got a letter from Louise 

Pitts from Wylie, Texas, 
formerly from here. 

Louise always tells me 
how much she enjoys read-
ing The Gazette-Democrat 
and keeping up with her 
hometown. 

Louise said she was do-
ing as well as can be ex-
pected with not being able 
to get out because of the 
COVID-19. No one in her 
facility has it. 

For Mother’s Day her 
daughter Debbie made her 
a big picture of her holding 
both of her children Debbie 
and Mike and five of her 
grandchildren, Jason, Janie, 
Katie, Elana, Jenny, Witen 
when they were babies. 

She said she really miss-
es her husband Dale on the 
holidays because they had 
special things they always 
did. It is always good to 
hear from Louise.

Mother’s Day
Steve Burns in St. Lou-

is watched the livesteam 
service for Mt. Moriah in 
Anna.  He celebrated with 
his two cats Gus and Turtle 
Dove. 

One of his nieces had a 
baby boy on Mother’s Day 
named Theo.

His oldest sister was in 

the hospital. He chatted 
with her on the phone since 
a visit was not allowed.

Congratulations
Edward Dahmer gradu-

ated 8th grade from Jones-
boro School.

Missing Family 
Bob and Betty Caraker 

are  missing their son who 
lives in Arkansas and their 
daughter and her two kids 
who live in Alabama.

Branson is slowly open-
ing up. Brian’s Theater is 
King’s Castle Theater  and 
is planning to open in June, 
doing one show a day and 
then going on from there.  
They do not know what the 
other theaters will do.  Betty 
heard some won’t open at 
all this year.

Congratulations 2020 
Graduates

Bob and Betty Caraker 
are very proud of their 2020 
graduates.

Granddaughter Jadden 
Brimm, 8th grade gradu-
ate, Jonesboro Elementary 
School.  

G r a n d s o n  M i c h a e l 
Brimm, senior Anna-Jones-
boro Community High 
School.  Michael is plan-
ning a career in the U.S. 
Air Force. 

William Gage Doty, se-
nior Robertsdale Commu-
nity High, Robertsdale, 
Ala. Gage will be attending 
Troy University this fall 
where he was awarded the 
Chancellor Scholarship. He 
plans to study to be a histo-
ry teacher. Congratulations 
to all these graduates.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Birthdays May 20  Dan-
ny McFarland and Joey 
Sullivan, May 22 Violet 
Yates,  May 23 Sandra Nim-
mo and Sara Quick, May 
24  Bonnie Hileman,  May 
26 Kelsie Clutts and Kinlee 
Leek, May 27  Zack Griffin, 
Phyllis Miller, Abby Sartin,  
May 28  Billy Halter,  May 
29 Joeann Clutts, Jerry 
Duckworth and Ashley Oli-
ver, May 31  Ian and Jewels 
Watson.

Anniversaries: May 24 
Marc and Rebecca Korb,  
May 26 Justin and Angela 
Ralls, May 27 Billy and 
Judy Halter,  May 31  Don 
and Joni Yates and Tim and 
Phyllis Daken.

Office hours are sched-
uled Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed 
noon to 1 p.m. Please call 
ahead to be sure someone 
is available to answer the 
door intercom. 

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his series on 
Hope for Hard Times with 
this week’s sermon How to 
get along with others.(liv-
ing in peace), with scripture 
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THURSDAY MAY 21, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams (5:30) Col lege
Foot ball (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D aaa “Crazy
Rich Asians”
(‘18) Wealthy
fam ily.

“The Shadow”
(‘94)

“Tus can Sun”
(‘03):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM Who Wants to
Be a

Young Ce leb rity Watch
Party

Ce leb rity An es -
cape.

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “Fi nal Des ti na -
tion 5" (‘11)
(HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 (:31) Plan Bang (HD) BUNK’D

8 PM Holey Moley
(HD)

(:01) Mom La bor of Love
(HD)

Red Nose Day
Spe cial Kids in
pov erty. (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven We’re Here (HD) Bil lions (HD)

:30 Broke Bang (HD) Ra ven (:35) “The Dead
Don’t Die” (‘19)9 PM (:01) To Tell the

Truth
Tommy “19 Hour
Day”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Unsittable In se cure DESUS &

:30 Bang (HD) Coop & Cam Betty (HD) Ca lif. (HD)

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Zany
sketches.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

BUNK’D We’re Here (HD) aa “See No
Evil” A re cluse
killer.

DESUS &

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

BUNK’D VICE

11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams Last O.G. Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Jessie “Mi chael Clay -
ton”

DESUS &

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Jessie “Dark ness” “Movie 43"

FRIDAY MAY 22, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

BUNK’D Run “Tell” “Don’t Let Go”
(‘19)

“Kill Bill”

:30 “Movie” BUNK’D (:40) “Fast &
Fu ri ous Pres -
ents: Hobbs &
Shaw” (‘19)

“Kill Bill: Vol.
2" (‘04) Uma
Thurman. Trail
of re venge. (R)7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver Dead

pi lot.
WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

The Black list
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City aaa “The
Mule” (‘18) Old
drug cou rier. (R) 
(HD)

:30 Big City

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Sports Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City

:30 CFB 150 “Movie” Big City

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Se ries of Poker Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Unsittable Real Time Maher
(HD)

aa “Lit tle
Fockers” (‘10)
(HD)

SCB30 (T) (HD)

:30 Coop & Cam

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Se ries of Poker Fam ily BUNK’D Betty (HD) SCB30 (T) (HD)

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D Real Time Maher
(HD)

(:40) aaa
“The De scen -
dants” (‘11)11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
ELEAGUE (HD) Fam ily Jessie Penny

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Fam ily Jessie We’re Here

THURSDAY
7:00pm

NBC Ce leb rity Es cape Room “Game Mas -
ter” host Jack Black chal lenges his ce leb rity
friends as they unite to un lock var i ous puz zle
rooms in ef forts to com plete their es cape. (HD)

8:00pm
USA Law & Or der: Spe cial Vic tims Unit
“For giv ing Rollins” When a de tec tive from
Altanta is found un con scious in her ho tel bath -
room, she ini tially claims to have been raped,
but soon af ter changes her story. TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
8:00pm

CBS Mag num P.I. “Pay back is for Be gin -
ners” Mag num works on a case about a miss -
ing wife who saw her boss mur dered; Rick
gets ready to make one of the most im por tant
de ci sions re gard ing his ca reer. TV14 (HD)

10:00pm
HBO Betty “The Tombs” Janay is pressed to
do the right thing; Kirt could re quire some
self-re flec tion; Tovah’s sit u a tion is up dated.
TVMA (HD)

8:00pm
FOX La bor of Love “15 First Dates” A sin gle
woman meets 15 like-minded men who hope
to show off their pa ter nal sides and earn her
af fec tion dur ing an un con ven tional jour ney to
find love. TV14 (HD)

8:35pm
MAX Dickie Rob erts: For mer Child Star
aac (2003, Com edy) Da vid Spade, Mary
McCormack. When a child star from the 1970s 
dis cov ers his lack of a child hood is keep ing
him from land ing a role, he hires a fam ily to
adopt him and show him nor mal ity. PG-13
(HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY MAY 23, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

(5:00) “Movie” NCIS “High Tide”
(HD)

Unsittable “John Wick”
(‘19) (R)

“Grudge Match”
(‘13)

“The Up side”
(‘19):30 Unsittable

7 PM TBA MacGyver (HD) Flirty Danc ing
(HD)

Date line NBC
(HD)

NBA (HD) (:15) Bang NCIS “Dark Se -
crets”

Big City “Ready or Not”
A young bride.

aaa “Re -
venge of the
Nerds” (‘84)

“The Help” (‘11) 
Un likely friend -
ship in a small
town. (HD)

:30 To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

NBA Bas ket ball
(HD)

(:45) Bang Big City

8 PM Mag num P.I.
(HD)

La bor of Love
(HD)

Date line NBC
(HD)

(:15) Bang NCIS “Fam ily
Ties”

Big City

:30 (:45) Bang Big City (:35) We’re Here
(HD)

“Dickie Rob -
erts: For mer”
(‘03)9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
Fron tal NCIS (HD) Owl House

:30 Last O.G. Owl House (:35) I Know This
(HD)

aaa “Hus -
tlers” (‘19) A
strip per’s
scheme. (HD)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Beat Shazam
(HD)

Lo cal NBA Bas ket ball
(HD)

(:15) “Movie” NCIS (HD) BUNK’D (:15) “Night
School” (‘18)
GED adult class.:30 Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
BUNK’D (:35) “The

Hang over Part
II” (‘11)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams NCIS Care pack -

ages.
Jessie

:30 Jessie Bil lions

THURSDAY

MONDAY MAY 25, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Peyton’s Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Just Roll (5:30) “Cast
Away” (‘00)
Man is stranded.
(HD)

aac “The Ru -
ins” (‘08)

(4:30) aaa
“Clear” (‘94):30 Lo cal Peyton’s Fam Guy Coop & Cam

7 PM Feud Ce leb rity
trivia.

Neigh bor. 9-1-1 “Kids To -
day”

The Ti tan
Games (HD)

Mon day Foot ball 
Pitts burgh
Steelers at San
Diego Charg ers
(R) (HD)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Big City ac “Ghoulies”
(‘85, Hor ror)
(HD)

Dex ter “Shrink
Wrap”:30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy Big City

8 PM Feud Ce leb rity
trivia.

All Rise (HD) 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

Fam Guy Big City We’re Here (HD) Penny

:30 Fam Guy Big City “Ghoulies II”
De mons at car -
ni val.9 PM The Baker “Blow

Out”
Bull “Miss ing”
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Songland (HD) Dad (HD) Unsittable I Know This
(HD)

House Lies

:30 Dad (HD) Coop & Cam Amer ica

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Fam ily BUNK’D Axios (HD) (:55) “The
Mule” (‘18) Old
drug cou rier.
(HD)

DESUS &

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily BUNK’D In se cure VICE

11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Fam ily Jessie Axios (HD) DESUS &

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie “Hobbs” “Hus tlers”

TUESDAY MAY 26, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Coll. Ftbl Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven (:15) Axios “First Man” (‘18)
(HD)

(5:00) “Ophelia”
(‘19):30 Score board Bang (HD) BUNK’D (:45) “John

Wick: Chap ter
3 - Parabellum”
(‘19, Ac tion)7 PM Conners NCIS “Blar ney”

(HD)
Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent Tal ent
search. (HD)

Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D “The Chron i -
cles of
Riddick” (‘04)
Vin Die sel.

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 Conners Bang (HD) Ra ven

8 PM Fam ily FBI Pro tect Amer -
ica.

Gordon (HD) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Es cape “Part 6"
(HD):30 Fam ily Bang (HD) Just Roll

9 PM Ge netic (HD) FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) World of
Dance

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable Real Sports
(HD)

“Jee pers
Creep ers” (‘01)
(R) (HD)

“Mile 22" (‘18)
CIA unit res cue.
(R):30 Last O.G. Coop & Cam

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Score board Conan Zany
sketches.

Fam ily BUNK’D I Know This
(HD):30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show

(HD)
(:35) To night
(HD)

Col lege Foot ball 
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D “Jee pers
Creep ers II”
(‘03) (HD)

ac “Movie 43"
(‘13) Silly film
ideas.11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams Last O.G. Fam ily Jessie Axios (HD)

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie Betty (HD)

WEDNESDAY MAY 27, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) NCIS Track ing
Ziva.

Ra ven I Know This
(HD)

“Des ti na tion 5"
(‘11)

“Kill Bill: Vol. 2"
(‘04):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM “Thor: The
Dark World”
Dan ger ous mis -
sion.

Game On! (HD) MasterChef
(HD)

Chi cago Med
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) WWE NXT (HD) BUNK’D I Know This
(HD)

aa “Dark -
ness” Haunted
in Spain.

The Af fair (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Ra ven

8 PM SEAL Team
(HD)

Ul ti mate Tag
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven aac “This
Means War”
(‘12) (HD)

Cou ples

:30 Bang (HD) Just Roll aa “The Dark -
est Hour” (‘11)
(HD)

Work (HD)

9 PM SHIELD (HD) S.W.A.T. “Im mu -
nity”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Poker Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable “Seven” Two
de tec tives track
a se rial killer.:30 Fron tal Coop & Cam Run “Tell”

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Poker Conan Zany
sketches.

Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D (:10) Run “The Last King
of Scot land”
(‘06, Drama):30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show

(HD)
(:35) To night
(HD)

BUNK’D “Natalie Wood:
What Re main”11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fron tal Fam ily Jessie “Sixth Sense”

(‘99):30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie

SUNDAY
7:30pm

SHOW Black Mon day “So Antoine” Mo re -
ceives an un ex pected vis i tor; Blair and Tiff
looks for a new home. TVMA (HD)

8:00pm
NBC The Wall “Alex and Jodie” A mother and 
her daugh ter, who are both nurses from
Oklahoma City, an swer trivia ques tions in
hopes to reach the mil lion-dol lar mark. TVPG
(HD)

MONDAY
7:30pm

CBS Bob Hearts Abishola “Ni ge ri ans Don’t
Do Use less Things” Auntie Olu and Un cle
Tunde start stalk ing Bob, which makes it dif fi -
cult for Abishola to make the next move in her
re la tion ship with Bob. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
TBS Fam ily Guy The dys func tional Grif fin
fam ily of Qua hog, R.I., tries to deal with the
usual sce nar ios they find them selves in while
liv ing their ev ery day lives. TV14 (HD)

7:50pm
DISN Ra ven’s Home “Cali Dreams” The fam -
ily vis its the city of Los An geles so the chil dren
can com pete in the fi nal rounds of their mu sic
com pe ti tion, which is hosted by a for mer boy
band star. TV G (HD)

8:00pm
USA Law & Or der: Spe cial Vic tims Unit
“Town house In ci dent” Benson checks up on a 
tip and finds her self in the mid dle of a vi o lent
home in va sion where she al lows her self to be -
come a hos tage to save the fam ily. TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
ABC Thor: The Dark World aaa (2013, Ac -
tion) Chris Hemsworth, Natalie Portman. Thor
must suc ceed when he em barks on his most
haz ard ous and per sonal en deavor yet when
he is faced with an en emy that even Odin and
Asgard can not en dure. PG-13

FOX MasterChef “The Epic 10th Sea son Au -
di tions - Pt. 1" Thirty-six home cooks ar rive
with the in tent of be ing placed in the Top 20,
but the con tes tants must pass the au di tion
rounds and im press the judges. TV14 (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MAY 24, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos Reel com -
edy.

aaac “Ti -
tanic” (‘97) A
dash ing vag a -
bond falls in love 
with a rich girl
aboard an
ill-fated ship.

NASCAR Cup
Se ries
“Coca-Cola 600"
from Char lotte
Mo tor Speed -
way (Live)

Lit tle Big Shots
(HD)

The Last Dance The Match
(Live)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven (:15) “Ready or
Not” (‘19) A
young bride.
(HD)

aaac “The
Crow” (‘94)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Ra ven

7 PM Feud (HD) Lit tle Big Shots
(HD)

The Last Dance aaa “Trans -
form ers” (‘07)
Ro bots bring an -
cient bat tle to
Earth. (HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City aaa
“Backdraft”
(‘91) Broth ers
fight fire. (HD)

VICE

:30 Big City Black Mon.

8 PM Press Your Luck
(HD)

The Wall (HD) 30 for 30
“Lance, Part 1"
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City I Know This
(HD)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Big City

9 PM Match Game
(HD)

The Wall (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable In se cure (:20) “The Ea -
gle” (‘11) Lost
Ro man army.
(HD)

Penny

:30 Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Coop & Cam Run (HD)

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

aaa “Rush
Hour” (‘98) De -
tec tive team.
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D Ol i ver Penny

:30 Fam ily BUNK’D I Know This
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Jessie aaa “Hal low -

een” (‘18)
Bil lions (HD)

:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily Jessie Run (HD)

MONDAY

Television Listings

Happy 51st anniver-
sary to Ronnie and 
Lucille Bryant May 17.

Olivia Brown is celebrating her sweet 16th 
birthday May 15 with her grandparents Weldon and 
Judy Brown.

Mindy Shipley  said 
her children’s favorite 
police officer came to 
visit them and gave 
them some cool police 
bracelets.

from I Peter. These sermons 
can be watched on YouTube  
and Facebook on Wednes-
day and Sunday.

Graduation Party and 
Birthday Party

Elijah Glen Ellis was 
honored with a graduation 
party at the home of his 
parents Curt and Bessie 
Ellis on May 15. 

Those present were Mol-
ly Siebert, Martha Ann 
Webb, Earl Miller, Brad 
Ellis and Jaden.  

Elijah’s grandmother 
Martha Ann Webb’s birth-
day was also celebrated. 

That evening they en-
joyed fish from the VFW 
and meals from El Jalapeno.  

Saturday, Elijah, Molly, 
Curt, Bessie, Earl and Mar-
tha Ann went to Lambert’s 
for a birthday dinner given 
by Earl Miller. 

Social distance was used 
at Lambert’s and they were 
seated at a table with no one 
sitting at the tables on either 
side of them. 

Martha Ann won the 
birthday club from WIBH.

Thanks
A special thanks to Crain 

Funeral Home for the lami-
nated newspaper article that 
was in The Gazette-Demo-
crat about Arbor Day and 
the tree planting  they fixed 
and mailed to the garden 
club members Tom Cald-
well, Nancy Kucera, and 
Martha Ann Webb. What a 
nice surprise.

Birthday Celebration
Clara Cates celebrated 

her birthday at home with 
her husband Gaylon. They 
enjoyed steak, shrimp, sal-
ad, Texas toast, cake and 
ice cream. 

Clara received a call from 
one of her nephews and his 
wife who sang “Happy 
Birthday” to her. She had 
many calls, emails and 
cards. 

They missed their son 
Gaylon Wayne not being 
able to visit for her birthday.

PAST
Linda Hileman applied 

for an emergency Heritage 
Council Grant from the 
state tourism office and 
they got it. 

It takes so much to just 
keep the PAST house heat-
ed, cooled and de-humid-
ified, plus water and trash 
bills, security bills, and 
insurance. 

The grant will hopeful-
ly get them through the 
summer since they were 
not able to have their fund 
raisers. 

They are trying to figure 
out a way to do the June 
yard sale on line. Watch the 
Facebook  page for more 
details to come. 

They had to cancel the 
April tea party fund-raiser 
along with not being able 
to be open. 

 If you would like to 
make a donation to help 
with the bills please mail 
to PAST, P. O. Box 778, 
Jonesboro, Ill. 62952. 

Driving by the PAST 
Heritage House or historic 
St. Anne’s will lift your 
spirits. 

Thanks to Liza Bucking-
ham and her “Posh Peony” 
on the Jonesboro Square, 
they have a gorgeous spring 
wreath.  

Tom Tripp has climbed 
on the porch roof to glaze 
the upstairs windows and 
paint the trim. He has also 

been working in the yard. 
If you’ve seen St. Anne’s 

lately, you’ll appreciate the 
beautiful plantings done 
by Diana and Jim Scherer.  
They had a wedding there 
last month, family only. 

If you know anyone who 
would love to paint the 
wooden trim on the Her-
itage House front porch 
please let Linda know. 

A special thanks to all 
who volunteer their time to 
keep these beautiful places 
from our past going.

Birthday Celebration
H a p p y  b i r t h d a y  t o 

Corinne Brown,  who 
turned 96 years old on May 
18.  

Friends and former Don-
gola and Cobden music 
students planned  a drive-
by tribute last Sunday at 
the Anna Park. About 40 
to 50 cars drove by to wish 
Corinne a very happy birth-
day.

Anna VFW
The fish was great again 

last Friday night. Be sure 
and call 833-5182 to re-
serve yours for this Friday 
night. First pick up at 4:45 
p.m. Two pieces of fish, po-
tato salad, slaw and pickle 
for only a donation of $10. 
The early slots fill up early 
so call as soon as possible. 

A special thanks to ev-
eryone who came out to 
support the post in these 
trying times. 

Monday a delicious 
chicken and dumpling din-
ner was served. 

Saturday, May 23, is the 
pick up for your pork butts 
the Auxiliary is smoking 
just in time for Memorial 
Day. 

Memorial Day service at 
the post will be Monday, 
May 25, at 11 a.m. There 
will be plenty of room on 
the parking lot for social 
distancing. Bring your lawn 
chairs or be prepared to 
stand for this short cere-
mony to honor the post’s 
deceased members. A lunch 
will not be able to be served 
this year.

Parks
Chris Frampton said 

Ferne Clyffe State Park is 
open for hiking and fishing. 
They are pulling some nice 
trout out of the lake.

Anniversaries
May 12 Gary and Andrea 

Dahmer 19 years. Their 
daughter Abigail baked and 
decorated an anniversary 
cake for them.

May 14 Terrie and Da-
vid Isom 15 Will and Kay 
Outlan.

Birthdays
April 29 Pauline Vick, 

May 7 Glenda Jones, May 
11 Pete Housman,  Billie 
Henderson, Natalie Lin-
ton, Eveline Pool, Robert 
Williams, Tommy Goff, 
Rick Duke, 12 Debbie Cun-
ningham, Mary Jane Las-
ley, Linda Knupp, Joanne 
Dale, 14 David Isom, Mike 
Maples, May 15 Tracee 
Foley, Lou Boswell, Martha 
Ann Webb, May 16 Scott 
Russell, Laura Sadler, 20 
Velina Hartmann, 24 Nancy 
Skoglund.

Veterans Memorial
American Legion and 

VFW Monument at the 4 
way stop in Anna.

Homer Hawk also want-
ed to thank the Anna-Jo 
Garden Club for planting 
the flowers at the memo-
rial in the flower pots that 
Long Shadow in Pomona 
had donated. They will be 

planting them again soon 
for this year. The city keeps 
them watered.  

So many people in the 
community have come to-
gether to make this mon-
ument possible that Merle 
Boswell started many years 
ago. A special thanks to all 
of you.  

Homer  said they were 
waiting on the names of 
all the donors  and they are 
now listed. Rendleman & 
Hileman Funeral Home, 
Long Shadow Classic Or-
naments LTD, Ready Mix 
Solutions, City of Anna, 
City of Jonesboro, Crain 

Funeral Home, CN Rail-
road, Anna-Jo Garden Club, 
Jim Clary, Homer Hawk, 
Commander American Le-
gion Post 0344. 

Many volunteer hours 
were spent on this memorial 
and it is finally finished. 

Thanks to Homer and 
everyone who volunteered 
their time working on this 
memorial. 

Homer also contacted 
the railroad and was able 
to move the Illinois Central 
Railroad 100 year monu-
ment 1851 to 1951 main 
line of mid-America closer 
to the veterans monument. 

Crain Funeral Home moved 
this for them.  

Please stop by and look 
at these nice memorials to 
our veterans.

Red Hat Meeting
Queen Mom Joan Graves 

Edwards said Little Egypt 
Red Hat Ladies plan to meet 
for their monthly meeting  
June 17 at Anna Pizza Hut 
if it is opened then.  

Hostesses will be Lula 
Belle Tripp, Ginger Bow-
man, Barbara Layman and 
Mary Haffly.

How to Participate in 
the 2020 Census

The telephone number 
to call to do your census by 
phone is 844-330-2020. If 
you didn’t get a paper copy 
in the mail please call or go 
on line my 2020 census.gov.

The City of Anna will 
make the following offer to 
all residents, if our response 
rate falls between: 74-85 
percent the incentive will be 
free admission to our Anna 
City Pool for the summer 
of 2021. 

Between 86-95 percent 
residential utility customer 
$10 local business gift card.  

96 percent and above 
residential utility customer 

bill credit of $25 December 
2020. 

An accurate count of 
your community helps in-
form how hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars will get used 
each year for public ser-
vices like clinics, schools, 
public transit, and hundreds 
of programs.  

If you have not sent your 
census back  there will be 
someone coming to your 
home to show you how to 
fill this out at a later date.

Military Prayer List
Alex Gratz, Lukas W. 

Davis,  Reagan Morri-
son, Garrett Goins, James 
McWhorter, Jennifer Ann 
Bishop, Arin Whitemoun-
tain, Katelynn Williams, 
Lindsey Keene, Jacob 
Schaefer, Jerod Schaefer, 
Creighton Laster, Josh 
Steveson, Josh Williams,  
Jim Bonner, Nick Harvel, 
Nona Elizabeth Luke, Lu-
cas J. Strickland, William 
Nathaniel Frankell, Ethan 
Maze, Tanner Anderson, 
Hayden Young, Kiefer 
Stull, Davis Jorden Glasco, 
Ryan Hampton, Brittany 
Michelle Lence, Killian Jes-
se, Molly Noyes, C.J. Youn-
german, Freddy Morse.
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: Fun 80 mpg, 2005 
Honda Reflex 250 scooter. 
Great shape, 13,600 miles. 
NADA $1,735, my price - 
$1,550, with extras. Cash only. 
Call (618)-833-2329.

22p-23gc

FOR SALE: 2 dark beige 
wing back recliners, good 
condition, $300.00; Maytag 
washer & dryer, good con-
dition, $300.00/pair; elec-
tric stove, good condition, 
$100.00; little computer desk, 
$10.00; halogen double work 
light, $30.00; bench top drill 
press, $30.00. No texts, calls 
only, (618)-771-3281.

23gpc

For Sale 
real 

eState
SECLUDE YOURSELF: 

HOUSE FOR SALE: 
Quiet and peaceful. Located 
on 2+ acres surrounded by 
fields. Could be  4 or 5 bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 baths. Private 
area close to Shawnee Nation-
al Forest and at the back door 
of Trail of Tears State Forest. 
The address is 1290 Clear 
Creek Levee Road (hard 
road), Jonesboro. Watch for 
sign which is located 2 miles 
east of Ware on Hwy. 146. 
Call or text (618)-697-1934. 
I will get back with you as 
soon as I can.

tfn n/c

For rent
FOR RENT: Nice 2 bedroom 
apartments. All electric & 
appliances included, washer/
dryer. References & deposit 
required. No pets. Call Steve 
at (618)-751-3025 for infor-
mation.

22-23gpc

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: The Don-
gola Public Library is cur-
rently accepting resumes and 
seeking qualified applicants 
for the position of Library 
Director. This is a part-time 
position. Interested persons 
should apply by submitting 
a resume, cover letter and 
3 references to: Dongola 
Public Library, P.O. Box 113, 
Dongola, IL 62926. If further 
questions, please call (618)-
697-0198 or (618)-697-1368.

21g, 22gp, 23g

HELP WANTED: Five Coun-
ty Regional Vocational Sys-
tem is seeking applicants for 
a full-time Bookkeeper. This 
is a 12-month position with 
benefits. Applicant will be 
responsible for all general 
bookkeeping duties including  
payroll, accounts payable, 
employee retirement, insur-
ance, and state reports, etc. 
Accounting or related busi-
ness degree preferred. Inter-
ested applicants should email 
resumes to patrickpharner@
fivecountyrvs.com

21p-23g

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
gptfn

BOBCAT/SKIDSTEER:
Bush Hogging, 
Tree Clean-up, 

Seasoned Hickory/
Campfire Wood.

Insured.
Terry Foster, 

(618)-697-1204
10gp-40gpc

WANTED TO DO:
House Washing, 
Roof Cleaning, 

Gutter Cleaning. 
Call Gross Busters for 
your exterior cleaning 

projects. 
Call (618)-697-5968

13-24gpc

CURB APPEAL - 
MOWING & 

LANDSCAPING:
Mowing, Edging, Fertilizing, 
Weed Control, Seeding, Aer-
ating, Landscaping, Install 
& Maintenance. Call Dave, 
(618)-525-2130 or Lucas, 
(618)-534-7475.

tfn

WEBB’S LAWN CARE:
Mowing, Weed-Eating, 

Pressure Washing, 
General Lawn Care. 

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE 

ESTIMATE!
(870)-595-4425

20-23gpc

puBlic 
notice

PUBLIC NOTICE  

 City of Anna will hold 
a public hearing on June 2, 
2020 at 4:30, via teleconfer-
ence to provide interested 
parties an opportunity to 
express their views on the 
proposed Downstate Small 
Business Stabilization appli-
cation funded by Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) funds.  Persons with 
disabilities or non-English 
speaking persons who wish 
to attend the public hearing 
and need assistance should 
contact City of Anna, 618-
833-8528 no later than May 
29, 2020.  Every effort will 
be made to make reasonable 
accommodations for these 
persons.

On or about June 3, 2020, 
the City of Anna intends 
to apply to the Illinois De-
partment of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity for a 
grant from the State CDBG 
program.  This program is 
funded by Title 1 of the fed-
eral Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974, as 
amended.  These funds are to 
be used to provide working 
capital for the benefit of the 
Enchanted Garden. The total 
amount of CDBG funds to 
be requested is $21,001.55 
and will address the urgent 
needs of the business due to 

the COVID-19 emergency.  
Information related to this 

application will be available 
for review prior to the pub-
lic hearing as of May 19, 
2020 at the City of Anna 
website at www.cityofanna.
org.  Interested citizens are 
invited to provide comments 
regarding these issues either 
at the public hearing or 
by prior written statement.  
Written comments should 
be submitted to Dori Bigler, 
103 Market Street, Anna, IL 
62906 no later than June 1, 
2020 to ensure placement of 
such comments in the official 
record of the public hearing 
proceedings. This project will 
result in no displacement of 
any persons or businesses. 
For additional information 
concerning the proposed proj-
ect, please contact Dori Bigler 
at 618-833-8528 or write to 
dbigler@cityofanna.org.

22g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 

this 4th day of May, 2020, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Sunrise Valley Farm with the 
place of business located at 
390 Craft Lane, Buncombe, 
Illinois 62912 and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

Nathan Martin
Nancy Martin

390 Craft Lane
Buncombe, IL 62912

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

21-23gc

illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H 
for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Con-
venient. Certified Profession-
als. Call 312-598-1758 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

Wanted
WANTED: Yards to mow. 
Call (618)-697-7001.

To Place 
Your Ad In 

The Gazette-Democrat
Call 

(618) 833-2158



Lloyd Dewayne Duty
Lloyd Dewayne Duty, 83, 

of Dongola, died at 4:08 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 12, 2020, at his 
home in Dongola.

He was born on Aug. 22, 
1936, near Saratoga, the son 
of Marion and Flossie Harris 
Duty.  

He married Mary Helen 
Wallace Tellor on July 2, 
1989.

Mr. Duty is survived by 
his wife, Mary; sons William 
Duty (Betty) of Dongola, 
Marion David (Connie) Duty 
of Cypress, Marshall Duty, 
John Duty and Eric (Jenny) Tellor, all of Dongola; daugh-
ters Lisa (Randy) Mead of Dongola, Carol Iaccino of Car-
terville, Jennifer (Pat) Casey and Deborah Durham, both 
of Dongola; a sister, Etta Sue Lindley of Marshall; a niece, 
A. Kristine Lindley of Fishers, Ind.; several grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren.

Mr. Duty was preceded in death by his parents; three 
infant brothers; a daughter-in-law, Dorothy Duty; a 
granddaughter, Tracie Duty; and a brother-in-law, Lloyd 
Lindley.

Private graveside services will be held at St. John’s 
Cemetery near Dongola,  with the Rev. Larry Jordan 
officiating. 

To view the obituary or to leave an online condolence 
for the family, visit www.crainsonline.
com.

Crain Funeral Home in Dongola is 
in charge of arrangements.

Lucille Dale
Lucille Dale, 91, of Don-

gola, died Friday, March 
27, 2020, at Manor Court in 
Carbondale.

She was born on May 
26, 1928, in Dongola, the 
daughter of William Luther 
and Mary Ellen Cook Baker.  

She married Guy Dale on 
Feb. 15, 1946. He preceded 
her in death on May 19, 2007. 

She was a member of the 
First Baptist Church of Don-
gola. She was an Army wife. 
During the war, she worked 
outside of the home but then was a homemaker.

Survivors include her son, Norman (Diane) Dale; 
daughter Sharon Dale; three grandchildren, Jennifer 
(Luke) Lyerla, Mariah (Greg) Anderson and Blake (Karen) 
Dale; three great-grandchildren, Sophie Barnhart, Samuel 
Dale, and Annabeth Dale; sister Violet DeGroate; and 
sisters-in-law, Rita Dale, Joanne Dale and Dona Dale.

Besides her husband, she was preceded in death by her 
parents; a sister, Geraldine Fisher; and a brother, Fred 
Baker.

Private graveside services will be held at American 
Legion Cemetery, with the Rev. Donald Fisher officiating.

Memorials can be made to American Legion Cemetery. 
Envelopes will be available at the cemetery or can be 
mailed to Crain Funeral Home, 135 W. Vienna St., Anna, 
Ill. 62906.

Crain Funeral Home in Dongola is in charge of ar-
rangements.

To view the full obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.
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"The Preaching Pen"
What Does the Cross Mean to Us?

How often do you think about the Cross of Christ? I 
daresay that most of us don’t give it nearly enough thought, 

so in this brief article, let’s consider a few things the Cross 
means to mankind.

The Cross means a ransom. Paul declares this very thing 
to Timothy – that Jesus brings a ransom. In I Tim. 2:5-6, Paul 
writes,  “For there is one God and one Mediator between God 
and men, the Man Christ Jesus,  6 who gave Himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time…”              

The word ransom means: “a price paid for the release or 
redemption of a captive.” That’s exactly what Jesus did for 
you and me by dying on the Cross. He loved us enough to pay 
the ransom with His life so that we might be set free from sin.

 Jesus knew that He was going to do this for us, because he 
says in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many.” He died so that we may live.

The Cross means reconciliation. The prefix “re” means 
“again” or “renew,” and the word “conciliate” means to gain 
friendship. Putting these together means to renew or gain 
friendship again, or to bring back a former state of harmony.

Before sin, God and man were the closest of friends, but this 
friendship was destroyed when Adam and Eve disobeyed God 
(Gen. 3:6). However, because of God’s great love for mankind, 
He provided a way in which mankind could be reconciled to Him. 
In II Cor. 5:19, the Bible reads, “…God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.” If the 
Cross didn’t mean reconciliation, we could never be friends 
with God, because it was mankind who chose to turn its back 
on God, not the other way around.

The Cross means grace. Grace is favor - God’s favor – that 
no person on earth deserves, and is a gift of love that was 
given while man was in sin (Rom. 5:8&9). You see, without 
grace there would be no salvation. “For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men…” (Titus 2:11). Paul 
further verifies this truth in Eph. 2:8: “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God…” 
Understand: not grace alone, but grace through obedient faith.

Dear Reader, we invite you to learn more with us at the 
Anna church of Christ at 104 Nile St. Have a great day!

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 23G

Pastor's Corner by Pastor Don Cox

Stubbornness is rooted in Selfishness . 
. . and Selfishness has no love. Re-exam-
ine if you think you're a loving person but 
tend to be stubborn!

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
23G

Yvonne Marie Albright
Yvonne Marie Albright, 92, of Cape Girardeau, died 

Thursday, May 14, 2020, of Alzheimer’s Disease. 
She was born on Dec. 24, 1927, the daughter of Fred 

and Leona Albright, in Fond Du Lac, Wis., and was raised 
in Michigan. 

She received a master of social work degree at the 
University of Michigan. She ended her career as a social 
worker supervisor at the age of 72 in Southern Illinois. 

She loved raising Arabian horses and enjoyed the out-
doors, hunting and fishing. 

She is survived by two children, five grandchildren, 
seven great-grandchildren, two nieces and their families. 

Funeral services were Sunday, May 17, at Schrader Fu-
neral Home in Eureka, Mo. Interment will be at Lakeside 
Cemetery in Albright Shores, Mich.

Memorials can be made to the Alzheimer’s Association. 
Friends can sign the family’s online guestbook at 

Schrader.com.

Richard Isaacs Sr.
Richard Isaacs Sr., 85, of Anna, died Tuesday, May 12, 

2020, at Integrity Healthcare. 
He was born on Sept. 9, 1934, in Centralia, the son of 

Elmer and Lucille Roberts Isaacs. 
He married Barbara Louise Eggleston on Aug. 2, 1975, 

in Paducah. She preceded him in death on Dec. 2, 2009.
Mr. Isaacs is survived by his sons, Richard Jr. (Diana) 

Isaacs of DeSoto and Terry Isaacs of Oak Lawn; a daugh-
ter, Tina Stack of Chicago; stepchildren Bob Vercillo 
of Herrin and Vicki Frasco of Darien; grandchildren 
Sedona, Kayce and Bradley Isaacs, and numerous other 
grandchildren; a brother, Robert Isaacs of Cobden; other 
relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife, 
Barbara Isaacs; and a sister, Martha Ann Garrett. 

Mr. Isaacs worked for many years as a heavy equipment 
operator for IUOE Local 150 in Chicago. He enjoyed 
spending time with family.

There will be no services held at this time. 
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Christopher ‘Chris’ Rhymer
Christopher “Chris” Rhymer, 43, of Carbondale, died 

Friday, May 15, at his home.
Funeral arrangements were pending at press time. 
To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.

rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

George Pope
George Pope, 74, of Dongola, died Monday, May 18, 

at his home.
Funeral arrangements were pending at Rendleman & 

Hileman Funeral Home in Anna.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Lyndal Duane Evans
Lyndal Duane Evans, 54, of Dongola, died on Thursday, 

May 7, 2020, at his home in Dongola.
He was born on March 5, 1966, the son of Harry J. and 

Elsie Albright Evans.
He was preceded in death by his parents and brothers 

Larry Evans in 1967 and Leslie Evans in 1972.
Private graveside services were held Thursday, May 

14, at the American Legion Cemetery in Dongola, with 
Deena Swink officiating.

Crain Funeral Home in Dongola was in charge of 
arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Rolla E. ‘Gene’ Baker
Rolla E. “Gene” Baker, 87, 

of Cobden, died Wednesday, 
May 13, 2020, at Integrity 
Healthcare. 

He was born on July 19, 
1932, on the family farm east 
of Jonesboro, the son of Rolla 
and Effie Baker. He married 
Vaneta Jo Brown. 

Mr. Baker is survived by 
his wife, Vaneta Jo Baker; 
children Keith (Colleen) 
Baker of Edwardsville, Kent 
(Lori) Baker of Dumfries, Va., Kim Collins 
of Cobden and Gaynes (Sandy) Pecord of 
Cobden; several grandchildren; several 
great-grandchildren; special niece Jama 
Batson of Waterloo; other relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a brother, 
Jack Baker; a sister-in-law, Betty Baker; and a nephew, 
Eric Baker. 

He attended Anna Jonesboro Community High School, 
where he played football and he graduated in 1950. 

He served his country in the U.S. Air Force during the 
Korean War. He was a founding member of Southern 
Counties Auto Unlimited, and he was an avid street rod 
enthusiast. He worked as a mechanic and operator for 
E.T. Simonds.

Private graveside services will be held for the immedi-
ate family. Graveside military rites will be conducted by 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 of the VFW in Anna and 
the Scott Air Force Base military honors team.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Cobden is in charge of ar-
rangements. Reynoldsville News

By Sue Eudy
Hope everyone is obey-

ing the rules concerning 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and staying home.

Shirley Miller of Mc-
Clure spent Mother’s Day 
with Penny and Kerry Hill 
of McClure.

Those spending Moth-
er’s Day at the home of 
Sue and Steve Eudy were 
Brian and Susan Eudy 
of Jackson, Mo., Kev-
in and Emma Eudy and 
Megan Eudy, all of Cape 
Girardeau.

Visiting with Maxine 
and Fred Pender of Fair 
City on Mother’s Day were 
Russ and Patsy Pender of 

Olive Branch and Brad and 
Lori Pender of Jonesboro. 
They all adhered to the 6 
foot rule.

Those having Sunday 
dinner with Sue and Steve 
Eudy on May 17 were 
Kevin and Emma Eudy 
and Jonathan Bohnert, all 
of Cape Girardeau.

We extend our sympathy 
to the family of John Yates 
of Herrin who recently 
passed away. He was bur-
ied last week in Herrin 
Cemetery.

I hope the rules about 
church closures are lifted 
soon so the churches can 
assemble together again.

Southern Seven Head Start
enrolling students for 2020-2021

Southern Seven Head 
Start is enrolling students 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year.

Although normal regis-
tration events have been 
cancelled due to the coro-
navirus/COVID-19 pan-
demic, that isn’t stopping 
Southern Seven Head Start 
from planning for the 2020-
2021 school year.

Families can contact 
their local Head Start/Early 
Learning Center site to be-
gin the enrollment process 
by phone interview.

Traditional Head Start is 
for children 3 to 5 years of 
age. The educational pro-
gram is designed to prepare 

children for their transition 
into kindergarten.

The Early Head Start 
program is specially de-
signed to meet the unique 
developmental needs of 
children up to age 3.

A Home Based option 
also is available which 
provides an educational 
experience to children and 
families during weekly 
visits.

Families can call the 
Southern Seven Head Start 
location nearest to them for 
more details. Information 
available on the South-
ern Seven Health Depart-
ment Facebook page and at 
southern7.org.

Obits Online at annanews.com
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Although I do not consider myself a “Postal Nerd,” as 
my good friend Max Heath with the National Newspaper 
Association is, I am keenly aware of postal issues. The 
Gazette-Democrat and all newspapers under the Reppert 
Publications umbrella use the United States Postal Service, 
USPS, for delivery.

The USPS was incorporated in 1970 as independent cor-
poration by Congress (obviously strings attached).  USPS 
does not receive federal funding. USPS has a huge debt 
and it grows by more than $5 billion per year. Roughly, 
when the USPS raises the cost of First Class mail by 1 
cent it generates $1 billion. There are many postal rates 
and I admire our local postmasters for attempting to keep 
with the regulations.

Congress refuses to work with the USPS to lessen the 
financial blow caused by an ill-fated pension plan since 
its inception.

Most residents and businesses still using “snall-mail” 
just accept the continuing increase in postage as a cost of 
doing business. “Yet, it doesn’t have to be.” Congress uses 
the USPS as a whipping boy.  They blame the unions, UPS,  
FexExpress and Amazon for loss of revenue.

To my point: President Trump and Congress recently 
passed an economic stimulus bill for all taxpayers to 
get $1,200, with more for married couples and children.  
(President George W. Bush did the same with $600 to 
grow the economy.) I got my money and appreciate it.

HOWEVER, I got another letter from President Trump 
today, via the IRS using the USPS, touting the Economic 
Impact Payment. The USPS WILL NEVER BE PAID 
for the millions of dollars necessary in processing and 
delivery of this mail. The USPS is again being used as a 
political tool.

No way should our postal rates continue to increase and 
service suffer because Congress ignores the needs of the 
USPS. My hat is off to the folks at our local  post offices 
and their dedicated employees. JLR

Editorial

Postal problems

If you can’t get outside these days, use your imagination a little bit and pretend you are under a canopy of 
leaves on a tree growing along the Quetil Trail in Alto Pass.

A spring time walk along the trail...
Thank goodness for the little things...and some of the 

big things, too...
These days, it sure seems like the little things mean a 

lot. For example, last Friday morning, yours truly made 
a quick visit to one of our local retailers. Had to pick up 
a few essentials...as in Goldfish crackers.

As I walked into the store, I spotted a fellow who was 
delivering some of the other essentials of life, such as 
potato chips and other goodies. The delivery guy was 
wearing a beat up St. Louis Blues ball cap.

I waved to him and tried to talk a little bit of hockey 
through the now somewhat fashionable, at least in some 
circles, face covering. He was wearing similar attire.

We agreed it was disappointing that the Blues’ season, 
like so many other things these days, had come to a rather 
abrupt end thanks to a nasty player named COVID that is 
wearing uniform number 19.

Last year, the Blues won the Stanley Cup. Their first 
Stanley Cup. Ever. For some of us “long suffering” fans 
of the team, the championship was a dream come true.

Now, nobody really knows when, or if, the Blues will 
resume playing. The guy who was delivering snacks last 
Friday morning had a good point, though. If the NHL 
season doesn’t resume, the Blues get to be defending 
Stanley Cup champions for another year. 

Meanwhile...
...a few more thoughts about little things...and big 

things...
If you haven’t had a chance to get out much since, oh, 

maybe the middle of March, I thought I would give you a 
virtual field trip of sorts. I say “of sorts” because it’s not 
really a field trip and it’s not even virtual...but you can at 
least pretend to go for a walk...

Last Friday, I journeyed to metropolitan Alto Pass to 
take care of some weekly business involving high finances. 
After that good stuff was finished, I decided to see if it 
was “safe” to take a walk along the Quetil Trail.

The last couple of times I had been in Alto Pass, I had 
thought about taking a walk along the trail. So had lots 
of other folks. Which is fine. However, given the ways of 
the world right now, it just seemed prudent to make plans 
to take that walk on another day.

Last Friday the weather was gloomy and gray. Nobody 
was on the trail. So, we took a walk. 

A sign along the trail, with an appropriate message 
reading “Along the Trail,” advises that visitors “will have 
a chance to see many forest inhabitants.”

The list of forest inhabitants a visitor might see includes: 
Squirrels. White-tailed deer. Fox. Raccoon. Opossum. 
Wild turkey. Box turtles. Fence lizards. Snakes. 

“Please be careful,” the sign cautions: “rattlesnakes 
and copperheads also live along the trail.” Wise advice.

Truth be told, though, I did not see any squirrels. Not a 
one. Not a deer. Not a fox. Not a raccoon. Not a possum 
(or an O-possum). Or a turkey. Or a turtle. Or a lizard. 
Or a snake.

However, I was joined on my walk by some new-found 
friends. Tiny, winged creatures which seemed to have pur-
pose: to buzz around my face and occasionally land to bite 

me. The bugs were to be commended for their persistence.
(Apparently, they followed me home, too. Sure were a 

bunch of ‘em in our backyard last weekend.)
In addition to the tiny,  flying, blood-sucking vampire 

bugs, I also saw lots of tadpoles, and even a snail, in some 
water which was standing along the trail. 

Then, it was time to go back to the real world, where, 
it seems, there is still some sort of pandemic going on...

And now, once again, here’s a weekly supply of some of 
the worst puns ever, as discovered during intense research 
on the bestlifeonline.com website:

Thursday: A police officer just knocked on my door 
and told me my dogs are chasing people on bikes. That’s 
ridiculous. My dogs don’t even own bikes!

Friday: I wanted to take pictures of the fog this morn-
ing… But I mist my chance. I guess I could dew it to-
morrow!

Saturday: Why did the scientist install a knocker on his 
front door. He wanted to win the No-bell prize!

Sunday: What should you call an average potato? A 
commen-tator!

Monday: Did you hear about the guy who got hit in the 
head with a can of soda? He was lucky it was a soft drink!

Tuesday: I can’t believe I got fired from the calendar 
factory. All I did was take a day off!

Wednesday: Bad puns…it’s how eye roll.
Yup.
Stay safe...
...one last thing before we go...
...disappointing news...at least for those of us who like 

to read...
...the Friends of Stinson Library shared the following 

note this week: “Due to COVID-19, the Friends of Stinson 
Library regret that the annual summer book sale is being 
cancelled. Our next sale will be held in October during 
the Union County ColorFest if it is safe to do so at that 
time. We thank you for your past support and wish you 
all health and safety.”

Massive rock outcroppings can be seen along the Quetil Trail. As is sometimes the case, a photograph does 
not do justice to the scene.

Tadpoles...and a snail...were spotted in some stand-
ing water along the trail.

Letter to the editor
COVID-19: Find where the fire is

To the editor,
As an 80-plus-year-old geezer, I’m old enough to 

remember the Indy 500 incidents surrounding alcohol-
fuel fires (there were some cars using alcohol as fuel in 
the early 1950s) because in broad daylight the fires were 
invisible and rescue crews were thus unaware of the 
burning problem. 

There was no smoke or leaping orange flames to show 
them where the fire was or where it was coming from. So 
alcohol was banned because we know that “where there’s 
smoke, there’s fire.”

Now with COVID-19 we have the same problem: invis-
ibility! It’s out there! 

Cases are rising in Union County. BUT we have no way 
to see it. We have no smoke to warn us of the danger...and 
the “smoke” that will bring help is TESTING. If we test 
it’ll show us where the COVID-fires are.

Right now,  we’re noticing “after-the-fact”-testing. 
Sore-throats, coughing, rashes, temp, etc. cause testing...
but our tests MUST BE broadened to include almost ev-
erybody (60 percent min?) in the U.S. IF we are going to 
find out where the fires are. 

I vote to delegate this huge responsibility to the Armed 
Forces because they can organize, prioritize and “git ‘er 
done” Tell Donald, Dick, Tammy and Mike that we need 
HELP! Find out where the fire is! Then we can go back 
to “work” more safely.

Signed, W.T. Red Beckley, Cobden

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, May 21, 1970

The Unit School District proposal again went down to 
defeat in the Saturday, May 16, referendum, with voters 
in the unincorporated areas of the proposed unit district 
again voting against the formation of a unit district.

***
Approximately 450 persons attended the meeting held 

at the Anna-Jonesboro Community High School Monday 
evening to hear Wayman Presley, founder of the Bald 
Knob Cross of Peace, present his plan for solving many 
of the ills which beset the country today. 

He said only those “believing in law and order and the 
American way of life” had been invited to the meeting, but 
those attending who had not been invited were welcome, 
as long as they did not attempt to disrupt the meeting.

Presley hopes to form a national organization to be 
called Americans Inc.

Many of those attending were extremely concerned with 
the situation at S.I.U. Presley said he firmly believed that 
the troubles on campus were being taught in the classroom, 
and the first way of getting at the root of disturbances was 
to obtain names of foreign born professors and instructors 
(and) have them investigated.

***
Following campus disturbances Tuesday evening, May 

13, the Southern Illinois University Carbondale campus 
was ordered closed. After many hours of deliberation, 
hearings from administrators, faculty, students and others, 
including Mayor David Keene, Carbondale, the decision 
to keep the Carbondale campus closed through the end of 
spring term, June 13, was made.

A memorial service will be held at Kornthal Church 
Sunday, May 24, beginning at 3:00 p.m.

The Village of Cobden is having two different kinds of 
clean up programs: the entire Village is cooperating in the 
town clean-up program.
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