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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

7 COVID-19 deaths recorded in Union County

Memorial Day holiday commemorated

Southern Seven Health 
Department on Monday, 
May 25, reported the death 
of a woman in her 50s from 
Union County who had test-
ed positive for COVID-19.

On Saturday, May 23, the 
health department reported 
the deaths of two women 
from Union County who 
had tested positive for CO-
VID-19.

The health department 
said that both of the women 
were in their 90s.

As of May 25, seven 
persons from Union County 
who had tested positive for 
COVID-19 had died.

Union County is the only 
one of the seven counties 

served by the health de-
partment to have recorded 
deaths during the pandemic.

The health department 
on Monday also reported 
that two new cases of CO-
VID-19 had been confirmed 
in its service area.

Both of the new cases 
were from Union County. 
The new cases involved 
a woman in her 20s and a 
man in his 20s. Both per-
sons were being isolated.

Southern Seven Health 
Department had recorded 
zero new cases of CO-
VID-19 in its service area 
on May 20 and 21.

On May 22, the health 
department confirmed 13 

new cases of COVID-19 in 
its service area.

Twelve of the 13 cases 
were in Union County. One 
was in Massac County. All 
of the persons with new 
cases were being isolated.

The new cases reported 
on May 22 in Union County 
involved one female in her 
60s, one male in his 60s, 
two females in their 70s, 
four females in their 80s, 
one male in his 80s, two 
females in their 90s and one 
male in his 90s.

On Saturday, May 23, 
the health department con-
firmed three new cases of 
COVID-19 in its service 
area. The three new cases 

were in Union County. All 
three were being isolated.

The new cases confirmed 
on Saturday included a 
female in her 50s, a female 
in her 60s and a female in 
her 90s.

The health department on 
Monday reported two new 
cases of COVID-19 in its 
service area. One person 
was from Union County. 
The other was from Alex-
ander County.

As of Monday, 80 people 
from Southern Seven’s ser-
vice area had recovered 
since the start of the pan-
demic in the United States.

The number of individu-
als confirmed, as of May 25, 

within the Southern Seven 
counties, included:

Union County: 140 cas-
es. 38 of the 140 had recov-
ered. Seven deaths had been 
reported in Union County.

Alexander County: Eight 
positive cases. Eight of the 
eight had recovered.

Hardin County: One pos-
itive case. The person had 
recovered.

Johnson County: Seven 
cases. Four of the seven had 
recovered.

Massac County: Seven 
cases. Six of the seven had 
recovered.

Pope County: One case. 
The person had recovered.

Pulaski County: 40 cases. 
22 of the 40 had recovered. 

Peekaboo . . . a  sk ink 
(which is a small, brightly 
colored lizard) peered out 
from a shallow hole in the 
ground Monday morning 
near the Cobden Cemetery.

***
Attendance was good 

at Memorial Day services 
held Monday morning at 
the Cobden Cemetery and 
at the Anna VFW post.

***
A vandal, or vandals, 

caused extensive damage 
last Friday night to a large 
number of tombstones at 
the Casper Cemetery near 
Anna. More information 
can be found elsewhere in 
this week’s paper.

***
Union County Clerk 

Lance Meisenheimer con-
tinues to have concerns 
regarding the use of mail-in 
ballots for the November 
general election.

Weather
Temperatures ranged 

from a high of 89 degrees 
to a low of 56 during the 
period of May 19-25 in 
Union County.

Precipitation during the 
period included .01 of an 
inch on May 19, .12 of an 
inch on May 22, .01 of an 
inch on May 23, .18 of an 
inch on May 24 and .01 of 
an inch on May 25.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro: 

                                  H   L
Tuesday, May 19       68 56
Wednesday, May 20   71 59
Thursday, May 21      72 58
Friday, May 22           81 58
Saturday, May 23       85 62
Sunday, May 24         88 66
Monday, May 25        89 62

“Taps” performed
James Eagle performed “Taps” during Monday 

morning’s Memorial Day ceremony at the Cobden 
Cemetery. James, the son of Jared and Jennifer 
Eagle, is a 6th grade student at Cobden Elementary 
School.

Wreath laid
Gene Horn and Harold Blunt laid a wreath at the base of a monument at 

the Cobden Cemetery during Monday morning’s Memorial Day service. Horn 
and Blunt are members of the Cobden American Legion post. The monument 
honors those who gave their lives during World War II. David Stewart of the 
Cobden American Legion post was master of ceremonies for the service.

The Village of Cobden 
and the Cobden American 
Legion hosted a Memorial 
Day service on Monday 
morning, May 25.

Due to the coronavirus/

COVID-19 pandemic, the 
service was conducted a 
little bit differently than has 
been seen in the past.

The Cobden American 
Legion conducted a wreath 

ceremony at 9:30 a.m.
Following the wreath 

ceremony, a drive- and 
walk-thru service was 
planned from 9:35 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. at the cemetery.

Those who attended 
could walk by a veterans 
monument at the cemetery 
if they did not want to drive 
through the cemetery. The 
monument honors those 

who gave their lives during 
World War II.

Flags were made avail-
able for those who wanted 
to stop and place one at the 
monument.

Village of Cobden, Cobden American Legion host ceremony

Anna VFW Memorial Day service
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 hosted a Memorial Day service Monday 

morning, May 25. A color guard stood at attention while “Taps” was being performed.

Anna VFW
hosts service

The community gathered 
Monday morning, May 
25, for a Memorial Day 
service which was hosted 
by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post 
No. 3455 of Anna and its 
Auxiliary.

The ceremony was held 
outdoors on the grounds of 
the VFW post near Anna.

The guest speaker at 
Monday morning’s ceremo-
ny was Clay W. Mitchell, 
U.S. Army (retired), who 
is vice commander of the 
Anna VFW post.

Mitchell’s address fol-
lows: 

Good morning to my 
brothers and sisters in the 
VFW, the VFW auxiliary, 
and the proud Americans 
of our great Union County 
community.

Thank you all for tak-
ing time out of your day to 
stand with us in recognition 
and honor of all those who 
have gone before us, who 
were willing to make the 
ultimate sacrifice in service 
to this nation. 

We are humbled by their 
sacrifices and we com-
mend their expressions of 
courage and strength that 
they showed throughout the 
years as our nation called.

Our brothers and sisters 
who we honor today were 
mourned, are missed, and 
their absences left empty 
spaces in many lives. 

Some, who have never 
suffered losses like this, 
may not see the empty 

spaces left in the families 
and communities. 

That’s simply human na-
ture, but as FDR (Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt) once 
said, “Those who have long 
enjoyed such privileges as 
we enjoy, forget in time, 
that men have died to win 
them.”

It was Southern Illinois’ 
own General John A. Lo-
gan, then a leader of an 
organization of Union Civil 
War veterans, who in May 
1868, called for a nation-
wide day of remembrance. 

His request read: “The 
30th of May, 1868, is des-

ignated for the purpose of 
strewing with flowers, or 
otherwise decorating the 
graves of comrades who 
died in defense of their 
country during the late re-
bellion, and whose bodies 
now lie in almost every city, 
village and hamlet church-
yard in the land.” 

It wasn’t until 1968 that 
Congress passed the Uni-
form Monday Holiday Act, 
which established Memo-
rial Day as the last Monday 
in May.

Memorial Day is also 
associated with the poppy. 
Why the poppy? Well, in 

World War I, just after the 
Second Battle of Ypres 
in Belgium in the spring 
of 1915, a surgeon for an 
artillery unit named John 
McCrea was inspired by 
how quickly flowers grew 
around the graves of those 
who died at Ypres. 

For a burial service he 
wrote a poem from the per-
spective of a dead soldier. A 
soldier buried in Flanders, 
Belgium in a grave covered 
in wild poppies.

John McCrea’s poem, 
“In Flanders Fields,” goes 
like this:

In Flanders fields, the 

poppies blow
Between the crosses, row 

on row,
That mark our place; and 

in the sky
The larks, still bravely 

singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the 

guns below.
We are the Dead. Short 

days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw 

sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, 

and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with 

the foe:
(continued on page 2)
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Pepsi ................................... 12 Pk.  2/$950

RC ...................................... 2 Liter  2/$250

Teddy Bear Cookies .........................   
$100

JJ's Pies ...................................... 2/$125

Hostess Singles ................................$150

Creamette Bow Tie Pasta ................. 2/$300

Cheerios, Pumpkin Spice ....................$299

Blue Ribbon Ice Cream .................. Pails 
$599

North Star Fudge Bars ................. 6 Pk.  
$199

Bar S Franks .................................... $100

Bar S Bacon ....................................$329

Tina's Burritos ............................... 2/$100

Totino's Party Pizza ........................ 2/$300

Banquet Frozen Dinners ......... 6-12 Oz.  2/$300
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Anna 155 W. Vienna St. • 833-1630
We accept Link, Credit & Debit Cards

Prices Good June 1st- June 7th

Oberweis Dairy Milk
1/2 Gal. Glass Bottle

 $369 
2% 

$399 
Chocolate

+ $2 Bottle Deposit

Guest speaker
The guest speaker at Monday morning’s 

Memorial Day ceremony at the Anna VFW post 
was Clay W. Mitchell, U.S. Army (retired). He is vice 
commander of the post.

VFW Memorial Day service
(continued from page 1)

To you from failing 
hands we throw

The torch; be yours to 
hold it high.

If ye break faith with us 
who die

We shall  not  s leep, 
though poppies grow.

In Flanders fields.
A woman named Moina 

Michael read that poem in 
Ladies’ Home Journal later 
that year and wrote her own 
poem in response, which 
she called “We Shall Keep 
Faith.” 

As a sign of this faith and 
a remembrance, she vowed 
to always wear a red poppy. 

Later after the war, she 
came up with the idea of 
making and selling red silk 
poppies to raise money to 
support returning veterans.

My challenge to all of 
you here today is also to 
“Keep the Faith.” 

Keep the faith in Memo-
rial Day being a day to 
remember, not just a day off 
for recreation. 

We can do both, we can 
have some fun, while also 
setting time aside for re-
membrance as you are do-
ing here today. 

Let us honor America’s 
fallen by remembering 
those, now gone, who made 
the cause of America their 
supreme choice.

There are many ways 
you can keep our fallen, 
wounded, or disabled veter-
ans in your mind and heart 
throughout the year. 

We can support the self-
less actions done by or-
ganizations like our own 
VFW Auxiliary, which does 
amazing work and I am 
personally inspired by their 
efforts. 

Please look for the ways 
to give back to those who 
have endured the physical, 
psychological and emo-
tional wounds of war. 

Drive a veteran to a med-
ical appointment, befriend a 
veteran who lives alone or 
in a nursing facility, or sim-
ply check in on a veteran 
during this COVID issue.

Please, engage and be 
part of the effort to care for 
those who served. 

Working together with 
friends, neighbors, and our 
communities, we can ensure 
that the sacrifices made by 
our nation’s finest and brav-
est never go unappreciated 
and that their memories are 
never forgotten. 

Remember, we are here 
today largely thanks to 
those who are not.

I thank you all for joining 
in today’s tribute. I wish 
you all the best health in 
these times of uncertainty. 

I hope you keep our mili-
tary men and women close 
to your heart today and 
throughout the rest of the 
year.

Mississippi
expected
to rise again

The Mississippi River at 
Cape Girardeau is expected 
to rise again this week.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported early this week 
on its website that a flood 
warning continues until 
further notice for the Mis-
sissippi River at Cape Gi-
rardeau.

The river is forecast to 
remain above flood stage 
through at least June 4.

At noon Monday, May 
25, the river’s stage was 
33.1 feet. Flood stage is 
32.0 feet.

Minor flooding was oc-
curring. Minor flood was in 
the forecast.

The river is expected to 
continue rising to near 34.5 
feet by Sunday evening, 
May 31, and then begin a 
slow fall.

Tombstones desecrated at Casper Cemetery near Anna
The Friends of the Casper Church Association has 

raised a $600 cash reward for information leading to the 
prosecution of the persons involved in Friday night’s 
desecration of graves at the Casper Church Cemetery.

The cemetery is located on the grounds of the historic 
Casper Church. The church and cemetery are located along 
Casper Church Rd., just off old U.S. Route 51 between 
Anna and Cobden.

The desecration of the tombstones came just as the 
Memorial Day weekend was beginning.

The vandal/s are reported to have  come to the cemetery 
last Friday night at around 10 to 10:30 p.m.

Seventeen tombstones at the cemetery were broken 
and knocked over.

The photographs which accompany this article were 
shared by Tiffiny Dillow, a member of the cemetery’s 
board.

“We are asking for information in regards to who did 
it, but also anyone that could possibly help to restore and 
stand up the tombstones,” Dillow shared.

“The church does not carry insurance, so it is up to 
the individual families to fix. So the board is trying to do 
what we can to help.”

Phil Hileman from Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Homes in Union County offered to come and reset the 
tombstones.

Some of the older tombstones may not be repairable. 
Ones which were tipped over could be stood up.

Some of the stones are irreplaceable and date back more 
than 150 years.

Family names represented by tombstones which were 
damaged included Tripp, Jordan, Cates, Lindsay, Mus-
grave, Stovall, Treece, Treese, Sitter, Dillow, Rendleman, 
Penninger, Trees, Tripp and Sharp. One of the tombstones 
is unreadable.

An “easy up” canopy that was set up for cemetery board 
members and volunteers also was destroyed. Volunteers 
planned to be at the cemetery during the weekend to ac-
cept donations.

The Union County Sheriff’s Office has been to the 
scene. Anyone who may have information about the 
vandalism can contact the Union County Sheriff’s Office 
at 833-5500.

Monetary donations can be made to  Casper Church 
Cemetery, 770 Casper Church Rd., Cobden, Ill. 62920. 

Tiffiny Dillow also can be contacted for more informa-
tion by calling 618-697-1833.

Anna Council has busy agenda at May 19 meeting
The City of Anna is mov-

ing forward with a plan 
regarding key personnel in 
the city’s fire department.

The matter was on the 
agenda at a regular meeting 
of the city council which 
was held Tuesday evening, 
May 19.

The meeting once again 
was conducted by telecon-
ference. The city council 
has had several recent tele-
conference meetings in 
response to the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic.

The impact of the pan-
demic continues to be 
a matter which is being 
monitored by city officials. 
Spending is being closely 
watched.

The plan for the fire de-
partment calls for the es-
tablishment of a part-time 
fire chief position. Posts 
for two lieutenants also are 
planned. The department 
will continue to have an 
assistant chief.

Recommendations re-
garding personnel to fill the 
posts are scheduled to be 
discussed at the city coun-
cil’s next meeting. 

The plan would move 
responsibility for code en-
forcement from the fire 
chief to the police depart-
ment.

In other business at last 
week’s meeting:

The city council dis-
cussed plans to have an In-
dependence Day fireworks 
display on July 4 at the 
Anna City Park.

The council authorized 
city administrator Dori Bi-
gler to enter into an agree-
ment with Central States 
Fireworks for the Indepen-
dence Day fireworks.

City officials are moving 
forward with plans to have 
the fireworks, even though 
there is some uncertainty 
surrounding such events 
because of the pandemic.

The agreement will in-

clude contingency plans 
for the possible cancellation 
of the fireworks due to the 
pandemic.

The city administrator 
reported about plans to 
take action to end flooding 
which occurs frequently in 
the 500 block of East Vi-
enna Street (Illinois Route 
146) during heavy rain.

Bigler is working with 
State Rep. Terri Bryant, 
R-Murphysboro, on the 
project. A $100,000 state 
member initiative grant 
would be utilized to fund 
the project.

The city council ap-
proved an ordinance which 
adopts a policy prohibiting 
sexual harassment. As part 
of the policy, city personnel 
will receive training.

The council discussed 
at length plans by a New 
Hampshire man who owns 
a trailer court on East Jef-
ferson Street in Anna. 

The owner said he was 
working on replacing units 
at the trailer court. Some 
of the units have been re-
moved. He noted that some 
of the units which would be 
brought in are more than 10 
years old.

In a related matter, the 
city council approved Or-
dinance 2020-09, which 
regulates mobile homes in 
the city. The ordinance sets 
a limit of 10 years on the 
age for a mobile home.

 The council is moving 
forward with plans to take 
action regarding three eye-
sore properties in the Union 
County community.

The council last week au-
thorized city administrator 
Dori Bigler to proceed with 
the purchase of properties at 
413 W. High, 306 N. Green 
and 623 E. High at a cost of 
$810 each.

Asbestos surveys will be 
conducted for each of the 
properties. Bids then will be 
sought for demolition work 
at each of the sites. Grant 

money is funding the work. 
Council member Martha 

Ann Webb said that Homer 
Hawk was grateful for the 
support given by the city for 
a veterans monument which 
stands near the 4-way stop 
in downtown Anna.

The city council heard 

a request from a business-
man who wants to bring 
an ice cream truck to Anna 
in 2020.

City officials also are 
considering a request for a 
retail liquor license for the 
possible opening of a new 
business.

State officials on May 20 
announced that a State of 
Illinois’ plan to enable 1.8 
million SNAP recipients 
to purchase food from par-
ticipating grocery retailers 
online has been approved 
by the federal government. 

The new purchasing op-
tion is scheduled to begin 
on June 2. All Link custom-
ers will be alerted when 
they can use their card to 
make food orders online.

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, USDA, ap-
proved the Illinois Depart-

ment of Human Services’ 
SNAP Electronic Benefit 
Transfer, EBT, online im-
plementation plan.

The plan gives SNAP 
customers the ability to 
enter their Personal Iden-
tification Number, PIN, to 
order groceries online. 

All SNAP recipients with 
Link cards in Illinois will be 
able to participate.

Walmart and Amazon 
have agreed to accept on-
line orders in Illinois once 
the program site launches. 

SNAP food purchases planned online
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Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Anna-Jonesboro National Bank 
would like to congratulate

the graduates of
Cobden High School 

Class of  2020!

We are proud of you and wish 
you the best of luck on your 

future endeavors.

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

21-24G

The Class of 2020 has earned it.
Now more than ever, our grads need to 

know how we feel about them.
Parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles show your 

graduates how proud you are of them and their
accomplishments by running their picture

along with message congratulating them in
The Gazette-Democrat and/or Monday's Pub.

Get a 2x3 ad for only $25.00
Call Scarlett Tarpley at 618-833-2158

now to get it set up.

Union County CEO student 
earns national recognition

“Congratulations to the 
second place winner of 
the CEO National Pitch 
competition – Alex Remsey 
from the Union County 
CEO Program! We love 
this 30-second pitch about 
his business, Alto Archery 
Targets.” 

This was how the email 
from the Midland Institute 
of Entrepreneurship began.

The National Pitch Com-
petition served as an op-
portunity for CEO students 
to showcase themselves 
and their businesses on a 
national level. 

“Our 3 winners were 
selected from 74 submis-
sions from 31 programs 
for their unique positioning 
and clear communication of 
their business concept,” the 
email continued.  

The judges for this con-
test were Maxine Clark, 
founder of Build-a-Bear 
Workshop;  and Doug 
Villhard, entrepreneur and 
professor at Washington 
University in St. Louis.  

Alex, a 2020 Cobden 
High School senior, was 

Memorial Day service in Alto Pass
The Alto Pass Area Veterans Memorial Group conducted a spur-of-the-

moment Memorial Day ceremony in downtown Alto Pass to honor those who 
gave their lives in service for the country. Photo provided.

Stinson Library working on
plans for phased reopening

Plans are being developed 
for a phase reopening at 
Stinson Memorial Library 
in Anna.

The library has been 
closed due to the coronavi-
rus/COVID-19 pandemic.

Library director Lisa 
Livesay shared the following 
update about the library’s 
plans in a May 19 email:

“We are currently work-
ing on finalizing our phased 
reopening. 

“Like most libraries we 
will start with curbside pick-
up for items from the main 
library or Cobden Library, 
we will have several options 
for placing items on hold for 
pick-up. 

“We won’t be receiving 
any deliveries from other 
libraries for quite some time, 
at least that is where things 
stand now. 

“The process of quaran-
tining items before recir-
culating would be almost 

A-JCHS National Honor
Society members recognized

The newest student mem-
bers of the National Hon-
or Society were noted at 
a regular meeting of the 
Anna-Jonesboro Communi-
ty High School District No. 
81 Board of Education. The 
meeting was May 18.

The National Honor So-
ciety conducted a virtual 
induction ceremony May 7.

CEO student earns national recognition
Union County CEO program student Alex Remsey has earned national 

recognition for his business: Alto Archery Targets. Photo provided.

awarded $500; books by 
Maxine Clark, Kristen Ha-
deed and Craig Lindvahl; 
and a gift certificate to Dan 
Chancellor’s Climb So iLL, 
an indoor rock-climbing 
facility near St. Louis.  

The competition was 
open to all of the 700 CEO 
students in 229 schools 
forming 56 programs in 
seven states.  

Of the 74 video entries, 
Julia Lasley, a 2020 An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School senior and 
owner of the fitness blog 
Train with Jules, came just 
a little short of being a 
finalist.  

Union County CEO 
Board chair Casey Stout 
said, “We are so proud of 
these students who went 
above and beyond the re-
quirements of the CEO 
class.”

Alex’s winning pitch, as 
well as all 12 of the 2020 
class’s commercials can be 
seen on the Union County 
CEO page on Facebook.

The Pitch Competition 
was new to CEO this year.  

Due to the current shelter in 
place orders, Midland Insti-
tute of Entrepreneurship, of 
which Union County CEO 
is a chapter program, was 
unable to plan its annual 
trade show to be held at the 
National Midland Institute 
Conference in Champaign, 
where students submit ap-
plications and are selected 
to present their goods and 
service in a trade show 
format. 

The Midland Institute for 
Entrepreneurship started 
as a class in Effingham in 
2008.  

The program has grown 
immensely throughout the 
Midwest, expanding every 
year.  It is seen as the gold 
standard in leadership and 
entrepreneurship training 
for high school students.  

Alex Remsey’s Busi-
ness: Alto Archery Tar-
gets

Here’s the description 
of Alex Remsey’s Union 
County CEO program busi-
ness:

Located in deep South-
ern Illinois, Alto Archery 
Targets is committed to 
providing quality archery 
targets for avid outdoors-
men and archery fanatics 
who share the same passion 
for archery as our dedicated 
team! 

Alex Remsey started 
Alto Archery Targets as a 
way to offer high quality 
targets to Union County 
but also to start a business 
that followed his passion 
for archery. 

After practicing with 
different materials, and 
problem solving how to 
assemble, Alex came up 
with his final product. 

If you enjoy bow hunting 
or archery, go to Alex’s 
Facebook Page, Alto Ar-
chery Targets, and check 
out his pictures and videos 
of his target in use. 

The new members of 
the honor society include 
A-JCHS students Addison 
Denny, Gavin Osman, Mar-
lee Smith, Bailey Bible, 
Bryce Henry, Beto Vaca 
Diez, Connor Hallam, Kristin 
Edmonds, Olivia Bowen, 
Blake Mays, Jessi Riley, Gra-
cie Barlow and Payton Seip.

A-JCHS National Honor 

Society members complet-
ed more than 1,000 service 
hours during the 2019-2020 
school year.

It was noted at the meeting 
that A-JCHS students will be 
recognized for the various 
achievements with postings 
on the school’s Facebook 
page starting in June.

In other business at the 
May 7 meeting:

Lenore Ashby took the 
oath of office as a new mem-
ber of the District 81 Board 
of Education.

The board accepted notices 
of intent to retire from Julie 
Lewis and Rob Wright.

Super in tenden t  Rob 
Wright reported that the 
school has continued to re-
ceive its state aid payments 
as scheduled.

A pre-bid meeting was 
scheduled for May 14 for 
work to be done on the new 
entry and principal’s office. 
Bids were to have been 
opened May 22.

The superintendent updat-
ed the board about progress 
on the district office and 
lower gym roof projects. He 
also updated the board about 
damages on the lower gym 
floods.

A special board meeting 
was set for 6 p.m. May 26 in 
the school library for the pur-
pose of approving a bid for 
renovation of the principal’s 
office and a new entryway. 
Hiring of fall and winter 
coaches also was to have 
been on the agenda.

impossible for the number 
of items that come through 
inter-library loan. But I’m 
trying to add to our collec-
tion to help offset that.

“There are no overdue 
fines for anything right now. 
They have been turned off 
system wide all over the 
state. 

“The only thing we would 
charge for would be lost 
items, and not until we can 
fully reopen.

Summer Reading Pro-
gram

“Summer Reading is go-
ing to be so different this 
year. 

“Based on recommenda-
tions from our library sys-
tem (Illinois Heartland), the 
Illinois Library Association 
and American Library Asso-
ciation, we will be providing 
a virtual summer reading 
program.”

Further updates are to be 
announced.



Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Route 146 E & I-57 Junction

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906
833-5986 19-52G

CheCk out our seleCtion
of sausage, steak and More!

Tim McGrath, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1000 Leigh Ave., Ste. C
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6894

Your IRA & 401K
Rollover Headquarters

See us for:
Stocks • Bonds • CDs • Mutual Funds

Simple & SEP Retirement Plans 
Annuities • 401K Plans

www.edwardjones.com   Member SIPC 48GTF

400 New Hope Road Buncombe, IL 62912
(618) 833-2227 Toll Free (800) 272-9791
Joe Ollis Auction Service, LLC IL Lic #444.000380
Information Herein Believed To Be Accurate But Not Warranted

22P23GP24G

Pictures are worth a thousand words unless they do not do the home 
justice. Come see the understated simple beauty of this home.
The owners fell in love with the design of the home in Better Homes 
and Gardens magazine and stayed true to the original design ex-
cept they wanted a basement. Double sided gas fireplace located in 
the living room and the piano room. The back is lined with windows 
overlooking the woods. Beautiful wood floors are underneath the 
carpet in the living room and bedrooms.  One car detached garage 
with an adjoining mother-in-law suite.  Call today to schedule your 
own personal showing.

www.ollisauction.com

3 to 4 Bedroom Brick Home
witH FinisHed Full Basement

625 S. Main STreeT • anna, iL

Monday, June 1st • 5:30 P.M.

Live and OnLine auctiOn

First junior golf camp at Union County Country Club
Union County Country Club in Anna has hosted a popular junior golf camp 

during the summer months since 2007. The accompanying picture features 
the participants at the first camp. This year, due to the coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic, a junior golf camp will not be conducted. Plans are to have a camp 
in 2021. 

The country club has announced that memberships which junior golf camp 
participants received during 2019 will carry over to 2020. The following youth 
membership playing privileges have been announced by the country club:

A young person must not have missed a day of  the camp (no exceptions). 
The course is open to young people on the following schedule (tee time is 
needed): Tuesday through Friday, any time; Monday, Saturday and Sunday, 
after 2 p.m. All young people, ages 7-12, must be accompanied by an adult 
(unless other arrangements are made or circumstances warrant otherwise). 
Cart rental fees are $10 for nine holes or $15 for 18 holes. One free large 
bucket of range balls per week. Membership is good through the rest of the 
calendar year. More information about the program is available by calling 
833-7912. Photo provided.

Taking a look back at two special
Union County basketball teams

By Mike Estel
With high school sports 

schedules put on hold be-
cause of the coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic , 
sports writer Mike Estel 
takes a look back at two 
special memories involving 
Union County teams.

1985 A-J Basketball
The Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School 
boys’ basketball team came 
close to going all the way 
in 1985.

The Wildcats lost 74-61 
to the Harvard Hornets 
in the quarterfinals of the 
Class A Illinois State Cham-
pionship game in Peoria on 
March 15.

The Wildcats played the 
taller Hornets even in the 
first half, but went cold in 
the second half.

While  the  Wildcats 
shooting was off the Hor-
nets were chipping away 
and scoring with a 69 per-
cent shooting percentage.

A-J trailed 35-34 at half-
time after making 16 of 32 
shots from the field, finish-
ing 36 percent, the second 
poorest shooting display of 
the season.

“They put us in plac-
es on the court where we 
didn’t want to be, and they 
stopped our game inside by 
tying up (Brian) Ury and 
(Robbie) Wright,” said A-J 
head coach Mike Crews 
to The Gazette-Democrat 
newspaper following the 
game.

Present A-J high school 
superintendent  Wright led 
A-J with 30 points and 14 
rebounds.

Jim Morrison added 16 
points. Ury had 14 points 
and 10 rebounds. Joel Reed 
had 11 points and 11 assists. 
Roger Choate finished with 
2 points.

An estimated 1,100 A-J 
fans made the journey to the 
state tournament to cheer on 
the Wildcats.

The team advanced by 
claiming its first regional 
title in more than 20 years.

The Wildcats finished in 
third place that season in the 
South Egyptian Conference 

and were not expected to 
make it to state.

“We played well when 
we needed to and made it 
out,” Crews told the Ga-
zette reporter.

Other A-J team mem-
bers on the 1985 squad 
were Tim Hammon, Brian 
Craig, David Marvel, Tim 
Greenwood, David Prat-
er, Jeff Denny and Doug 
Crews.

The Wildcats finished the 
season 21-9 overall.

1964 Cobden Basket-
ball

There is no wonder why  
the Amazing Appleknock-
ers of the 1964 boys’ bas-
ketball team is still being 
talked about.

Cobden, a school of a 
miniscule 247 students, 
paired off against the larger 
Pekin, with an enollment of 
2,726 students and finished 
in second place in the Illi-
nois State Championship 
basketball game after a 
50-45 loss to the Dragons.

What’s so phenomenal 
about the Appleknockers 
coming so close was that 
there was only one class 
system then and not bro-
ken down in four different 
classes like there is today.

That a smaller school 
could compete on the same 
level with a much big-
ger school was quite an 
achievement in itself.

Ken Smith led the way 
for Cobden in the champi-
onship game with 17 points. 
Jim Neal followed with 9 
points, Jim Smith 8 points, 
Charles (Chuck) Neal 7 and 
Kenny Flick 4.

Flick scored 62 points 
during the state series and 
Ken Smith followed with 
50 points.

Flick also made the 
all-tournament team.

Dick Ruggles was the 
coach of the Appleknockers 
during this era.

Cobden had a rough time 
to begin post-season tour-
nament play and almost 
lost in the regional, but 
were able to pull off a one-
point win over Egyptian. In 
the super sectional, it took 
the Appleknockers three 
overtimes to finally defeat 
Pinckneyville, 68-63.

Cobden finished the sea-
son at 32-3 overall with 
losses to Albion, McLeans-
boro and Pekin.

Though they didn’t 
knock off Pekin, the smaller 
team made a name for itself 
in the annuals of sports’ 
history by finishing second 
to one of the bigger schools 
in the state.

The 1964 Amazing Ap-
pleknockers coming close 
to almost winning the big 
one will never be forgot-
ten by avid Cobden sports 
fans.

Saluting seniors on
spring sports teams

By Mike Estel
The 2020 high school 

spring athletic season will 
go down in the history as 
never being played.

The coronavirus pan-
demic cancelled the season 
and the graduating seniors 
will always remember what 
could have been.

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
baseball team would have 
had seniors J.D. Mains, 
Blake Pena, Nick McGrath, 
Trent Mason, Avery Goins 
and Jacob Schaefer.

Seniors on the Lady 
Wildcats’ softball team 
were Tobie Treece and Cori 
Turner.

The A-J girls’ track team 
had seniors Addison Denny, 
Abby Sartin and Olivia 
Bowen and the boys’  track 
team seniors were Michael 
Brimm and Steen Vaca 
Diez.

On the Lady Wildcats’ 
soccer team the seniors 
would have been Morgan 

Keller, Raegan Cruse, Mol-
ly Adams, Jenna Watkins, 
Ashley Hoesktra and An-
drea Olvera.

The Cobden softball 
team had seniors Lau-
ren Sweitzer and Jenna 
Hartline and the baseball 
team had seniors Landon 
Britt, Josh Burgess, Alex 
Remsey, Ryan Barr, Dylan 
Lewey, Noah Franklin, 
Christian Goins, Jesus 
Amezquita and Clayton 
Flamm.

Shawnee had seniors 
Ryan Schaefer and Koby 
McLane in baseball and 
Olivia Jackson, Noveda 
Qualls, Jacklynn Presutti 
and Jessica Sutliff in soft-
ball.

Dongola would have had 
the lone senior Hunter Free-
man in baseball and Megan 
Theis and Dailee Cummins 
in softball.

For sure, the 2020 season 
will never be forgotten by 
any of those graduating 
seniors.

Sports making comeback
By Mike Estel

Despite the coronavirus 
pandemic, there is a pos-
sibility that sports may be 
making a comeback. 

Major League Baseball 
owners gave the go-ahead 
to make a proposal to the 
players’ union that could 
lead to the baseball season 
beginning about July 4.

Spring training could 
then start in mid-June. The 
big difference would be 
that no fans would be in 
the bleachers. Fans would 
only be able to watch from 
television sets.

Let’s hope that this is just 
the beginning and it won’t 
be long until all sports get 
back in action.

NASCAR also opened 
its racing season up for the 
year at the Darlington Race-
way in Charlotte, N.C., 
with no fans in attendance 
and horse racing began as 
well with no fans in the 

bleachers.
Area golf courses have 

also opened up throughout 
the country as has the the 
local Union County Coun-
try Club here in Anna.

Maybe the fall football 
season can still be salvaged 
as well. We will  just have to 
wait and see what happens.

Illinois High School As-
sociation executive director 
Craig Anderson has said 
everything remains on the 
table for high school sports 
this fall. That includes start-
ing football, volleyball, 
cross country, girls tennis 
and boys soccer on time, or 
delaying the seasons.

But for sure, progress is 
being made in all the sports 
world and avid fans can’t 
wait until things get back 
to normal.

It will just take time, 
but apparently the sports 
world is headed in the right 
direction.  

Sports Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, May 28, 1970

From Sports Notes, by Tim Landis: 
Khoury League Baseball for 1970 will be getting un-

derway June the 1st with 17 teams from Anna, Jonesboro 
and Cobden competing in the area league.

The Anna Swimming Pool will be opening this Satur-
day, about a week earlier than usual. Jerry Lacey is the 
manager of the swimming pool this year.

***
Jim Eaves of Lick Creek has added two more victories 

to his season’s record in Southern Illinois Auto Racing.
Cecil Toler, formerly of Anna, now with the Treasury 

Department in Washington, D.C., and Larry Malanka of 
Maryland, recently bowled in the Washington City Tenpin 
Bowling tournament.

Thoroughbred racing returns to Ellis Park on July 24, 
for the 47th year. The 39-day meeting will end Labor 
Day, September 7.

Addison Osman
Addison Osman, a recent 

graduate of Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School, 
has been awarded the 2020 
Geneva Davie Wiggs Me-
morial Scholarship.

The scholarship is spon-
sored by the Union County 
Historical and Genealogy 
Society.

Addison is the daughter 
of Eric and Janice Osman. 
She plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Mississippi as a 
history major.

The scholarship was 
open to Union County high 
school seniors who intend 
to major in history, social 
studies or photography at 
college.

Geneva Davie Wiggs was 
a long-time Union County 
photographer and historic 
preservationist. 

The historical society has 
offered the scholarship in 
Wiggs’ memory since 2005.

Addison Osman
awarded Wiggs
Scholarship

Check out 
The Gazette-Democrat 

online at 
annanews.com
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BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

COBDEN
AUTO REPAIR

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years

Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Southpass 
Beads & Fibers

Feed your crafting needs.
BEADS • YARN

SUPPLIES

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 12-6 • Sat. 10-5
southpassbeads.etsy.com • Find us on  southpassbeads

203 E. Ash St., Cobden, IL • (618) 893-6170

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

We gladly accept Link, WIC, MasterCard, Visa, American Express, 
Discover, Debit Cards, Cash and Checks with proper ID.

We Carry All Major Tire Brands
And A Full Line Of Mastercraft Tires

COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR NEEDS

 Mon.-Fri. 7:30 to 5:30
213 N. Appleknocker • Cobden, IL

893-2102

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery Attend the 

Church of 
Your Choice!

603 East Broad St. • PO Box 896
Jonesboro, IL 62952 • 833-1725

Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Union County
Market

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING
Call for "free" winter inspection!

618-351-1881
Seamless Aluminum Guttering

Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards
Roof Repairs • Home Improvement

Service and Repair • Siding & OverhangCLAUDE WRIGHT (618) 697-1408

"TOP 
SHELF 

FINISHES
FOR

YOUR 
home"

Wishing to determine the truth about why Paul was being accused by the Jews, the commander freed him and ordered 
the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin to convene. Then he brought Paul down and made him stand before them.

Paul was aware that some were Sadducees and some Pharisees, so he called out before the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, 
I am a Pharisee, the son of Pharisees; I am on trial for hope in the resurrection of the dead.” When he said this, a dis-
pute broke out between the Pharisees and Sadducees, and the group became divided. For the Sadducees say that there 
is no resurrection or angels or spirits, while the Pharisees acknowledge all three.

A great uproar occurred, and some scribes belonging to the Pharisee party stood up and sharply argued, “We find 
nothing wrong with this man. Suppose a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?” The dispute was so serious that the 
commander, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, ordered his troops to go down and rescue Paul from their 
midst and take him into the compound.

The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage. For just as you have borne witness to my cause 
in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness in Rome.” From the Acts of the Apostles
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You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Pastor's Corner by Pastor Don Cox

Don't fret over this virus. What's the 
worst that can happen? You'll go to heav-
en! (If you have a real relationship with 
Jesus.)

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
24G

Senior Options Available

Professionally Managed By:

3 Locations to Serve You:
700 Brady Mill Rd., ANNA, Il
901 Galeener St., VIENNA, Il

40 Lois Lane, METROPOLIS, Il
Email: CountryVillage@Related.com

•  All Homes Include a Refrigerator, Stove, Ceiling Fan and Air Conditioning

•  Secured Entry for the Senior Buildings

•  Fully equipped Laundry Rooms 

•  Beautifully Landscaped Grounds 

•  24 hour Emergency Maintenance

•  On-site Management

•  Recently Renovated

•  Off street parking

•  Quiet neighborhood

•  Rent Based on Income*

Featuring

* Income Limits Apply

Related Management Company, L.P.

Apartment Homes

(618) 833-3440
or

(618) 940-0308

RECENTLY RENOVATED

• 1, 2 and 3 Bedroom Apartment Homes
• Senior Options Available
• Playground
• Quiet Neighborhood
• Laundry Facilities
• Rent Based on Income
• Responsive On-Site Management
• 24/7 Emergency Maintenance

Visit our three beautifully upgraded, amenity-rich,
affordable, rental communities. Find your new apartment

home in Anna, Vienna or Metropolis, Illinois

Country Villages I
700 Country Village Rd. • Anna, IL 62906 • 618-833-3440

Country Villages II
901 Galeneer St. • Vienna, IL 62995 • 618-833-3440

Country Villages III
40 Lois Lane Dr. • Metropolis, IL 62960 • 618-940-0308

Email:
CountryVillage@

Related.com

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

23P24G

News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church, Anna

May 24 was the seventh 
Sunday of Easter: Ascen-
sion Sunday. This is when 
the disciples gathered to-
gether with Jesus and He 
was taken up into heaven.  
The disciples watched in 
amazement as this hap-
pened, and they never saw 
Jesus again.

They then went back to 
the place where they had 
been meeting and waited 
and prayed, because they 
understood. 

Their time of looking up 
and taking directions from 
Jesus was over.  It was now 
time for them to get to work 
and spread the word.

They waited and prayed 
until the Spirit descended 
upon them to send them 
out as apostles to preach 
and teach.

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, May 24, Pas-
tor Perry Williams preached 
via transmitter for drive-up 
church. 

The church has been 
having a great turn out as 
worshippers stayed in their 
cars on the church’s lower 
parking lot while tuned in 
to their radios on station 
87.9 FM. 

Dee Rose led in worship. 
Debbie York played the 
keyboard. 

The message was also 
live streamed, which can 
be found on the church’s 
Facebook page: @jonesbo-
rofbc. Other messages also 
can be found there under the 
video tab.

Pastor Perry plans to 
resume live streaming a se-
ries of devotionals focused 
on the end times at 9 a.m. 
Monday through Friday on 
Facebook.

Announcements regard-
ing the next series are avail-
able by calling the prayer 
line at 833-4021.

The pastor’s messages 

also can be found on You-
Tube.

The church council and 
interested persons planned 
to meet Wednesday eve-
ning, May 27, to discuss 
reopening the church for 
services.

At the present time, all 
activities are postponed, 
other than live stream ser-
vices and drive-up church, 
weather permitting.

Check the church’s Face-
book site for updated mes-
sages. 

The church’s prayer line 
can be called at 833-4021 
to hear prayer requests and 
updates.

Birthdays: Jodie Dial, 
May 24; Robbie Wright, 
May 25.

Anniversary: Ernest and 
Doris Rhodes, May 26, 64 
years. 

The schedule for worship 
at Jonesboro First Baptist 
this coming week includes a 
live stream worship service 
on Sunday at 10 a.m. on 
Facebook. 

Drive-up Communion
Drive-up Communion is being offered during the 

pandemic. Photo provided.
A disciple is a student.  

An apostle is a “goer,” a 
“doer.” 

Prayers were offered for 
the sick and suffering, for 
those who have lost loved 
ones and for persons deal-
ing with COVID-19.  

The pastor gave a prayer 
of thanks for those men and 
women who have served 
and who are now serving 
in the military.

There is news about 
when the church will be 
able to meet in person for 
services, but until then they 
will continue on YouTube at 
AJLU.ME.

Rural Health Inc. receives large donation
By Benjamin Marxer
Rural Health Inc. in Anna 

has received a donation 
worth of over $10,000 from 
one of its managed care 
partners, Meridian Health. 

The donation comes in 
the form of 300 Walmart 
gift cards, each worth $35. 

Meridian has purchased 
over $96,000 worth of gift 
cards to be used by several 
community-based organi-

Donation made
A representative from Meridian recently presented the staff of Rural Health Inc. with over $10,000 worth 

of Walmart gift cards. On hand for the presentation were, from left, Rural Health CFO Robert Odum, chief 
medical officer Dr. William Ribbing, Rural Health CEO Cindy Flamm, Rural Health community outreach 
coordinator Chase Hileman, Rural Health COO Jodie Stewart, and Meridian community relations specialist 
Greg Horta. Photo by Benjamin Marxer.

zations serving areas hit 
hard by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The donated cards 
can be used for essential 
healthcare and educational 
supplies.

“The effects  of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic are 
far-reaching and have ex-
tended beyond medical care 
to affect access to food, 
education and other critical 
resources across our state,” 

said Meridian Plan presi-
dent and CEO for Illinois, 
Karen Branch in a press 
release.

“These social determi-
nants of health have a sig-
nificant impact on over-
all wellbeing, especially 
among vulnerable popula-
tions,” Branch continued, 
“and Meridian wants to 
help ensure we’re sup-
porting the needs of our 
communities during this 
challenging time.”

With the donation, Rural 
Health plans to invest back 
into the areas they provide 
service to.

“Meridian’s generous 
donation is going to be a 

jumping off point for us to 
really give back to the area 
during this unprecedented 
time,” said Rural Health 
community outreach coordi-
nator Chase Hileman.

Essential objects, includ-
ing groceries and personal 
care items, will be bought 
with gift cards and then 
distributed to various food 
pantries in Union, Johnson 
and Massac counties. 

In a press release, Rural 
Health stated: “Rural Health, 
Inc. is exceedingly grateful 
for the donation from Me-
ridian Health, and is overly 
excited to do their part in 
giving back, helping to keep 
the communities strong.” 

Anna VFW, Auxiliary to serve
fish fry, chicken and dumplings

The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post 
No. 3455 of Anna and its 
Auxiliary continue to serve 
meals. 

The VFW post is located 
at 70 VFW Ln., just off 
old U.S. Route 51 between 
Anna and Cobden.

Fish Fry
The VFW post plans to 

serve a fish fry on Friday, 
May 29, starting at 5 p.m.

The menu will include 
two pieces of fish, potato 
salad, slaw, and a pickle for 
a $10 donation.  

Due to the restrictions 
placed by the state, and 
to keep everyone safe, the 
meals will be available as 
“to go” orders only.  

You can call 833-7737 
before 10 a.m. Friday, May 
29, to make a reservation 
for your meals.

You will be met under 
the awning at the VFW 
post and the meals will be 
delivered to your car. The 
VFW asks that you have 
exact change ready for your 
meals.      

Chicken and Dump-
lings Dinner 

The Auxiliary plans to 
serve a “to go” chicken 
and dumplings dinner on 
Monday, June 1, beginning 
at 5 p.m.

The menu will include 
chicken and dumplings, 

mashed potatoes, green 
beans, roll and dessert for 
a $10 donation.

The chicken and dump-
lings dinner will work just 
like the fish fry on Friday 
evening.

Call 833-5182 before 8 
p.m. on Saturday, May 30, 
to reserve a pick up time.

The Auxiliary will pre-
pare your meal and meet 
you under the awning in 
front of the building. You 
don’t even have to get out 
of your car. 

County board meets
Support pledged for senior meals program

The Union County Board 
of Commissioners met in 
regular session Friday 
morning, May 22.

Once again, the meeting 
was conducted online in 
response to the ongoing 
coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic.

The meeting could be 
watched online on You-
Tube.

T h e  c o u n t y  b o a r d 
pledged its ongoing sup-
port following a request for 
funding from the Sunshine 
Inn senior meals program.

During the ongoing pan-
demic, the program has 
experienced growth in de-
mand for its meals program. 
The program includes 
home-delivered meals.

The commissioners ap-
proved a Redeploy Illinois 
Bureau of Youth Interven-
tion Services Fiscal Year 
2021 continuation appli-
cation.

The board’s approval 
for the application came 
following a present by Keri 
Clark, who is director of the 
program.

The goal of the Redeploy 
Illinos program is to de-
crease youth incarceration.

Clark told county offi-
cials that she anticipates 
significant growth in the 
number of youth people 
who are served by the pro-
gram.

She said that the program 
has saved the state more 
than $6.5 million in juvenile 
incarceration costs.

Five Redeploy Illinois 
subcontractor agreements 
also were approved by the 
board.

Board of commission-
ers chairman Max Miller 
praised the work done by 
the program on behalf of 
young people.

The board approved the 
reappointment of David 
McMahan to the Shawnee 
Valley Water District Board 
of Directors.

The board also approved 
the reappointments of Pete 
Barger, Randy Lambdin 
and Dr. William Ribbing to 
the Union County Hospital 
District Board of Directors.



Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Counting Blessings
Kathy Wheaton wishes 

happy 3rd birthday to Ne-
vaeh Wheaton. Kathy is 
feeling blessed that their 
granddaughter Felicity was 
released from Barnes hospi-
tal. Felicity was injured in 
a vehicle accident a couple 

Anna-Jo Garden Club had its first drive through Annabelle plant sale held 
last Friday evening with social distancing.  A special thanks to Nancy Kucera, 
Peggy  Ferguson, Charlotte Echols, Linda Karraker and Betty Sirles.

Homer Hawk, representing the American Legion, 
gave a donation to Nancy Kucera, president of the 
Anna-Jo Garden Club,for flowers they will get for 
the flower pots donated by Long Shadow Classic 
Ornaments at the veterans monument at the 4 way 
stop in Anna.

Keri, Heath, and son Cillian Clark placed flags 
on the graves of soldiers Saturday for Memorial 
Day.  Keri said it was a humbling experience, that 
they are grateful for. Anna Cemetery is beautiful 
and full of history.

Orlando Del Rosario is proud of his garden. He 
shared lettuce and turnips greens with people who 
were having the plant sale at UMCA. He is from the 
Philippines and moved to Anna five years ago. He 
loves the United States and had never seen snow 
until he came here. Orlando said he loves to garden. 
He and his wife Bonnie and children Adriel and 
Abbey say the people in Anna are very nice and 
friendly and he hopes to be able to live here for a 
very long time.

Campbell Wilde is graduating from 8th grade 
at Agassiz Elementary School in Chicago. She 
has been selected to attend Lane Tech Prep High 
School. Campbell in the daughter of Amy and 
James Wilde and the granddaughter of Linda and 
Frank LaFoon.

A d d i l y n  T a y l o r 
Barnhart  made her dad 
Zach cupcakes and a 
cake to celebrate his 
birthday last weekend.

Memorial Day weekend was a beautiful time to be outdoors. It was perfect 
for a corn hole game and a pot luck picnic.  Corn hole tournament players 
included Norm Bauer, Anna; Matteo Young, O’Fallon, Mo.; Ruth Dodd, Dongola; 
Jay Young, O’Fallon; and Susan Whitemountain, Anna. Other players were 
Barb Bauer and Norma Lee Hackney. Jay and Matteo Young are nephew and 
great-nephew of Ruth Dodd.  Hosts of the event were Susan Whitemountain 
and Lee Hackney.

Norm and Barb Bauer celebrated a late Mother’s 
Day and early Father’s Day with surprise visitors 
last week. Son Timothy Bauer is an over-the-road 
truck driver who had a freight trip from western 
Iowa to Georgia. He passed right through Anna, 
so was able to stop for breakfast with Norm and 
Barb. They were joined by his twin sister, Beth 
Bauer Hileman from Anna. Tim’s company has 
been kept busy during the pandemic and he says 
he has appreciated less traffic on the highways and 
in cities. He has been super careful and observed 
healthful practices to stay safe in all his travels. He 
says he is hopeful people will be considerate of the 
safety and needs of others. 

weeks ago. She had to un-
dergo surgery to repair her 
broken pelvis. After seeing 
the major damage done to 
the truck and where she 
was sitting. They are truly 
blessed.

Correction
Mallary Shipley’s  name 

should have been on the ju-
nior high graduation picture 
in my Anna news last week.  
Her sister Jaselynn’s  name 
was under the picture.

Congratulations
Jenna Elizabeth Herbst 

graduated from Arkansas 
State University with her 
master of education. Her 
graduation day was resched-
uled for Aug.

Open for Business
Juni Boutique is open for 

curb side pick up Tuesday 
to Friday  from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 

Call when you get there 
and they will bring your or-
der to you. They are at their 
new location next to WIBH 
Radio station on South Main 
Street. 

Millstadt Trip
Bill and Nancy Hooks and 

Kathie Watkins took a trip to 
Millstadt. They watched 
Bill and Nancy’s daughter 
Lindsey and family’s dogs 
while they enjoyed a trip 
to Branson, Mo. While in 
Millstadt they enjoyed fish-
ing in the lake by Lindsey 
and Jeff’s home.

Welcome Home
Ruby Brimm had re-

turned home after visiting 
in Florida.

Birthday Celebrations
John and Amie McLaugh-

lin enjoyed their birthday 
with a steak dinner at home.  
John’s birthday was May 23 
and Amie’s May 25. John is 
staying safe and not been 
out since the  coronavirus 
pandemic.

Senior Solutions
Karen Lawless from 

Union County Hospital  in-
vites anyone over the age of 
65 to join them in a program 
dedicated to addressing the 
emotional and behavioral 
health of adults. 

Senior Solutions is an 
intensive outpatient pro-
gram where patients re-
ceive group and individual 
therapy, family support and 
education. 

The goal is to empower 
seniors to live as indepen-
dently as possible and re-
store their quality of life. 

Group sessions are sched-
uled on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday, from 9 a.m. 
to noon. 

People are welcome to 
tour the new area on Mon-
day, Wednesday or Friday 
afternoons. Just call 833-
4505.

Sightseeing
Elijah Ellis and Molly  

Siebert enjoyed a trip to 
Garden of the Gods.

Missouri Trip
Curt and Bessie Ellis 

went to the 100 mile yard 
sale in Missouri, shopping 
and eating out.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

 Lovella Graig’s  brother 
Bill Aldridge went to heaven 
this week. Sympathy to his 
family. 

At Loaves and Fishes 100 
bags of groceries and 30 
masks were handed out as 
cars drove by. 

Friday, Rev. Richard Sul-
lins  from Marion visited 
with Darryl Parks while he 
was sitting up for the plant 
sale and took some beauti-
ful plants and crafts home 
with him.  

Saturday was a beautiful 
day for the plant and craft 
sale in the church parking 
lot. Many people drove by 
to look at the plants and 
there was plenty of room for 
social distancing. 

Sunday,  Rev.  David 
Reynolds' sermon was on 
The Cross of Christ and us 
being soldiers of the cross. 

Prayers for our soldiers 

who have fought for our 
freedom and for our military 
who are overseas and for the 
pandemic God is in control. 

David and Liz did a play 
what happens when we die? 

The Lords Supper was 
taken. 

Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans

Program will be at our 
Anna Cemetery Dec. 19 at 
11 a.m. If you haven’t sent 
money yet for your loved 
one a wreath they are $15. 
The check can be made out 
to Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans and mailed to Martha 
Ann Webb, 118 W. Monroe 
St., Anna, Ill. 62906.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continues his series on Hope 
for Hard Times. These ser-
mons can be watched on 
YouTube and Facebook on 
Wednesday and Sunday.

Red Hat Ladies
Sympathy to Marge Da-

vidson on the death of her 
brother.

Anna VFW
The fish was great again 

last Friday night. Thanks to 
everyone who prepared and 
served it. 

Linda Jackson says a 
big thank you to everyone 
who came out for the fish 
dinner. These dinners help 
bring money into the post 
to keep it solvent so when 
they can reopen they will 
be able to do so. All help is 
appreciated. 

Friday, May 29, starting 
at 5 p.m. and serving until 
6 p.m., they will have the 
drive though again to get 
your fish dinner. Call 833-
5182  to reserve your dinner. 

Monday was the memo-
rial service to honor all the 
post and auxiliary members 
who were lost during the 
past year. 

Monday, June 1, chick-
en and dumplings will be 
served for a $10 donation.
Call no later than 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 30, to reserve 
your meal.

Military Prayer List
Alex Gratz, Lukas W. 

Davis, Reagan Morrison, 
Garrett Goins, James Mc-
Whorter, Jennifer Ann Bish-
op, Arin Whitemountain, 
Katelynn Williams, Lind-
sey Keene, Jacob Schaefer, 
Jerod Schaefer, Creighton 
Laster, Josh Steveson, Josh 
Williams,  Jim Bonner, Nick 
Harvel, Nona Elizabeth 
Luke, Lucas J. Strickland, 
William Nathaniel Fran-
kell, Ethan Maze, Tanner 
Anderson, Hayden Young, 
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse. 

Concert
Eric Massey band Dia-

mond Dog is playing outside 
at Starview Saturday, May 
30, from 4 p.m. until 7 p.m.

30th Wedding Anni-
versary

Matt and Vicky Sadler 
celebrated their  anniversary 
with their sister and brother-
in-law eating out in the park-
ing lot. Matt and Vicky have 
been together 35 years.

Birthday Celebration
Nancy Skoglund cele-

brated her birthday Sunday, 
May 24, with her husband 
Wayne at their home. Their 
daughter and family came 
to visit and have dinner. 
Her grandchildren baked 

her a cake.
Memorial Day Dinner
Guests of Curt, Bessie 

and Elijah Ellis for a Me-
morial Day cookout were 
Molly Siebert, Earl Miller 
and Martha Ann Webb. 
They also enjoyed watching 
Elijah make his first garden. 
He planted cucumbers and 
tomatoes.

Tennessee Trip
Jane Baker visited her 

friend Janet Murray-Goff 
and family in Clarksville, 
Tenn. Jane also took Kay a 
mountain bike.

Wedding Anniversaries
May 24 Matt and Vickie 

Sadler, Gayle and Jack Yar-
brough.

The farmers market is back on Tuesdays from 7 
a.m. to noon on East Davie Street.
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 6-volt Paw Pa-
trol plush "Chase" ride-on, 
used very few times and only 
inside. $100.00 obo. ALSO, 
Best Way steel Pro Max 
swimming pool, 12'x30". 
Only used last summer. 
$135.00 obo. Please call 
(618)-614-2515.

tfn

For Sale 
real 

eState
ESCAPE INTO THE 

COUNTRY: 
Quiet and peaceful. Located 
on 2 plus acres surrounded 
by fields. Could be 4 or 5 
bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths. Private 
area close to Shawnee Nation-
al Forest and at the back door 
of Trail of Tears State Forest. 
The address is 1290 Clear 
Creek Levee Road (hard 
road), Jonesboro. Watch for 
sign which is located 2 miles 
east of Ware on Hwy. 146. 
Call or text (618)-697-1934. 
I will get back with you as 
soon as I can.

tfn n/c

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Lick Creek 
CCSD# 16 is accepting ap-
plications for the following 
positions for the 2020-21 
school year: Bus driver and 
part-time music teacher.  
Anyone interested can ob-
tain an application from the 
school office or on-line at 
www.lickcreekschool.com If 
you have questions please call 
(618)-833-2545.

23p-26g

HELP WANTED: Billing 
Secretary. Experience with 
computers, organized, tele-
phone skills, self-starter & 
genuine caring for substance 
use disorder patients, 35 
hours per week. $14.00 
per hour.  Send resume to: 
sondra.pender@centerstone.
org. EOE.

24-26gp

VACANCY NOTICE:
Anna District #37 is ac-

cepting applications for the 
2020-21 school year for:

• Teacher – must have 
both LBS-1 certification 

and elementary education 
certification.

The appropriate application 
packet, which can be picked 
up at the Davie/Jr. High 
building or gotten online at 
www.anna37.com, should 
be completed and returned 
to: Julie Bullard at 301 South 
Green Street,  Anna, IL 62906 
no later than June 9, 2020.

24gp-25g

JOB POSTING:
Anna-Jonesboro CHSD 

#81 is accepting applications 
for the following vacancy:

• Band/Music Teacher
• Individual Aide

•In-School Suspension 
Supervisor

Interested applicants 
should pick up an applica-
tion or print the appropriate 
one from our website at 
www.aj81.net and return, 
along with letter of inter-
est, resume and credentials 

to Anna-Jonesboro CHSD 
#81, Attn: Brett Detering, 
Principal, 608 S. Main St., 
Anna, IL 62906. Please con-
tact the Principal’s Office 
at (618) 833-8502 for more 
information.

24gp

Wanted
WANTED: Yards to mow. 
Call (618)-697-7001.

tfn n/c

Yard    
Sale

LARGE SALE: 1975 Chevy 
truck, ton dolly, 18' flatbed. 
Too much to list. 102 Fowler, 
Anna. Call (618)-833-0138.

23p-24gc

BuSineSS
TREECE 

Backhoe & Hauling
Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
gptfn

DUCKWORKS LAWN 
CARE:

(618)-201-5712
MOWING IS WHAT 

WE DO!
Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

BOBCAT/SKIDSTEER:
Bush Hogging, 
Tree Clean-up, 

Seasoned Hickory/
Campfire Wood.

Insured.
Terry Foster, 

(618)-697-1204
10gp-40gpc

WANTED TO DO:
House Washing, 
Roof Cleaning, 

Gutter Cleaning. 
Call Gross Busters for 
your exterior cleaning 

projects. 
Call (618)-697-5968

13-24gpc

CURB APPEAL - 
MOWING & 

LANDSCAPING:
Mowing, Edging, Fertilizing, 
Weed Control, Seeding, Aer-
ating, Landscaping, Install 
& Maintenance. Call Dave, 
(618)-525-2130 or Lucas, 
(618)-534-7475.

tfn

puBlic 
notice

PUBLIC NOTICE

TREE TRIMMING 
ACTIVITIES IN  

Union County AND 
NEARBY AREAS

TO THE PATRONS OF 
AMEREN ILLINOIS:

Please be advised that 
Ameren Illinois will trim 

trees and other vegetation 
in and around the town(s) 
of Unincorporated Union 
County  Illinois.  Our qual-
ified utility arborists will 
trim trees and vegetation that 
could interfere with electric 
lines that run from pole to 
pole and elsewhere. This 
work is necessary in order 
to minimize the likelihood of 
outages and safety hazards. 
There is no charge to you for 
this service. 

If you have any questions 
about this work, please call 
1-800-755-5000 or visit our 
website at MySafeTrees.
com. You may address your 
concerns in the manner speci-
fied on our website. You may 
also call the Consumer Ser-
vices Division of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission at 
1-800-524-0795. Maps have 
been provided to the mayors 
and the county board chair-
persons of the affected areas.

24g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK, 
a National Chartered 

Bank,
Plaintiff,

vs
BRIAN S. LENCE, 
LINDA K. LENCE, 

SOUTHEAST 
MISSOURI HOSPITAL, 

DANIEL LEWIS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 

and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.
Case No.: 2020-CH-12

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

The requisite affidavit 
for publication having been 
filed, notice is hereby given 
to you, Brian S. Lence, Linda 
K. Lence, Southeast Missouri 

Hospital, Daniel Lewis, Un-
known Owners and Non-Re-
cord Claimants, Defendants 
in the above entitled suit, that 
the said suit has been com-
menced in the Circuit Court of 
Union County, Illinois, by the 
said Plaintiff against you and 
other defendants to foreclose 
a certain Mortgage covering 
the following described 
premises, to-wit:

EXHIBIT A
Lot Number Twelve (12) 

in Block "A" in N E Phillips 
First Addition to the Village 
of South Pass, now Cob-
den, in Section Thirty (30), 
Township Eleven (11) South, 
Range One (1) West of the 
Third Principal Meridian, 
Union County, Illinois.

and for other relief, that 
summons was duly issued 
out of the said Court against 
you as provided by law, and 
that said suit is still pending.
Now, therefore, unless you, 
the said Defendants, Brian 
S. Lence, Linda K. Lence, 
Southeast Missouri Hospi-
tal, Daniel Lewis, Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants, file your answer 
to the Complaint in the 
suit, or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, in the Coun-
ty Courthouse in the City 
of Jonesboro, Illinois, on 
or before the 28th Day of 
June, 2020, default may be 
entered against you and each 
of you at any time after that 
day and a decree entered in 
accordance with the prayer 
of said Complaint.

Tiffany Busby
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

Prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Tel: (573) 335-3300
Fax: (573)335-1978

24-26g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 14th day of May, 2020, 
under the Assumed Name of 
DAM Transport LLC with 
the place of business located 
at 880 Ralls Lane, Dongola, 
Illinois 62926 and that the 
True Name(s) and Residence 
Address of the sole owner(s) 
and Proprietor(s) of said 
Business is:

David Medley
880 Ralls Lane

Dongola, IL 62926

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

24-26gc

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

THURSDAY MAY 28, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Mon day Night
Count down (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven (:20) “Ready or
Not” (‘19) A
young bride.
(HD)

“Sky scraper”
(‘18)

(4:55) “En e mies”
(‘19):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM Who Wants to
Be a

Young Ce leb rity Watch
Party

Coun cil of Dads
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D aaa “Ju ras -
sic World:
Fallen King -
dom” (‘18)

Shame less (HD)

:30 (:31) Plan Bang (HD) Ra ven

8 PM Holey Moley
(HD)

(:01) Mom La bor of Love
(HD)

Blindspot (HD) Mon day Night
Foot ball (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven We’re Here (HD) Bil lions (HD)

:30 Broke Bang (HD) Just Roll

9 PM To Tell the Truth
(HD)

To Be An -
nounced

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Unsittable In se cure “The Ru ins” A
haunted tem ple.

DESUS &

:30 Bang (HD) Coop & Cam Betty (HD) Ca lif. (HD)

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Zany
sketches.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

BUNK’D We’re Here (HD) DESUS &

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

BUNK’D aaa “Narc”
(‘02) Deep un -
der cover.

VICE

11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Jessie (:05) “Paul” (‘11)
(HD)

DESUS &

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Jessie “Me chanic”

FRIDAY MAY 29, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. “Fifty Shades
Darker” (‘17)
Past in ter feres.

Jessie (:05) “It: Chap -
ter Two” (‘19)
Pennywise re -
turns to fin ish
Los ers Club.

(5:20) “Cursed”
(‘05)

aaac “Al -
most Fa mous”
(‘00) Teen rock
writer.

:30 “Movie” Jessie

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver Dead
pi lot.

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

World of Dance
(HD)

CFP Rank ings
Show

“16 Wishes”
Wish goes
wrong.

“Shal low Hal”
(‘01) In ner
beauty shines.
(HD)

:30

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Col lege Foot ball
150

“Fifty Shades
Freed” New en -
e mies ap pear.

Je sus Trejo

:30 “Movie” Big City

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

2019 MLS Cup
Play offs

Unsittable Real Time Maher
(HD)

aa “Tom cats”
A hur ried wed -
ding.

Showtime Box ing
(R):30 Coop & Cam

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D Betty (HD) Showtime Box ing
(R):30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show

(HD)
(:35) To night
(HD)

BUNK’D Real Time Maher
(HD)

“Dickie Rob -
erts: For mer”
(‘03)11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams ELEAGUE (HD) Law & Or der:

SVU
Jessie Je sus Trejo

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Sports Jessie We’re Here

THURSDAY
8:00pm

ABC Holey Moley A group of con tes tants
par tic i pate in a min ia ture golf com pe ti tion to
show case their skills as they face off against
one an other for a chance to win $25,000.
TVPG (HD)

9:00pm
HBO In se cure “Lowkey Trippin’” Molly and
An drew en joy their first va ca tion as a cou ple
along side An drew’s brother and sis ter-in-law;
Molly thinks about her prob lems with let ting
things go. TVMA (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

CBS MacGyver “Lidar + Rogues + Duty” The
Phoe nix team works to re trieve a pi lot’s body
af ter their plane crashed; Riley pur sues the
hacker who de ceived a SWAT team into ar -
rest ing her. TV14 (HD)

10:30pm
MAX Dickie Rob erts: For mer Child Star
aac (2003, Com edy) Da vid Spade, Mary
McCormack. When a child star from the 1970s
dis cov ers his lack of a child hood is keep ing him
from land ing a role, he hires a family to adopt
him and show him nor mal ity. PG-13 (HD)

7:00pm
NBC De spi ca ble Me 2 aaac (2013, Com -
edy) Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig. Crim i nal mas -
ter mind Gru has been rais ing the girls un til he
is re cruited by an anti-vil lain league to help
them hunt down a ne far i ous super-crim i nal.
PG TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
FOX Lego Mas ters “Dream Park Theme
Park” Ten teams of pairs show off their
Lego-con struc tion abil i ties as host Will Arnett
pres ents their first chal lenge to craft a part of
their own theme park. TVPG (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY MAY 30, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

(5:00) “Movie” Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Ra ven “Downton Ab -
bey”

(5:10) “Rep li cas”
(‘19)

“Kill Bill: Vol. 2"
(‘04):30 Ra ven

7 PM TBA To Be An -
nounced

Flirty Danc ing
(HD)

“De spi ca ble Me 
2" (‘13) Hunt for
crim i nal.

NBA (HD) (:15) Bang Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City ac “Lucy in
the Sky” (‘19)
An as tro naut.
(HD)

“The Sit ter”
Night of ad ven -
ture.

aaa “Real
Steel” (‘11) Ro -
bot box ing. (HD):30 To Be An -

nounced Info
un avail able.

NBA Bas ket ball
(HD)

(:45) Bang Big City

8 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lego Mas ters
(HD)

(:15) Bang Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City

:30 (:45) Bang Big City “Tower Heist”
Wall Street thief.9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
Fron tal Chi cago P.D.

(HD)
Owl House (:05) I Know This

(HD)
“Mile 22" (‘18)
CIA unit res cue.
(R):30 Last O.G. Owl House

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Ul ti mate Tag
(HD)

Lo cal NBA Bas ket ball
(HD)

(:15) “Movie” Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

BUNK’D (:05) We’re Here
(HD)

(:10) “Don’t Let
Go” (‘19) De tec -
tive’s fam ily.:30 Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
BUNK’D (:45) Penny

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Jessie “Un stop pa ble”
(‘10):30 Jessie Bil lions

THURSDAY

MONDAY JUNE 1, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Se ries of Poker Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Just Roll (5:50) ac
“Lucy in the
Sky” (‘19) An
as tro naut.

(5:00) “Be Cool”
(‘05)

(4:35) aaa
“Clear” (‘94):30 Lo cal Fam Guy Coop & Cam

7 PM Feud (HD) Neigh bor. 9-1-1 “Sink Or
Swim”

The Ti tan
Games

SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Syd ney “Bad Times at
the El Royale”
(‘18) Ho tel
strang ers. (HD)

Dex ter Dex ter’s
fa ther.:30 Bob Hearts Fam Guy Big City

8 PM The Baker and
the Beauty (HD)

All Rise (HD) 9-1-1: Lone Star
(HD)

The Wall (HD) SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam Guy Big City We’re Here (HD) Penny

:30 Fam Guy Big City

9 PM Bull “Doc tor
Killer”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Songland (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

Dad (HD) Unsittable In se cure House Lies

:30 Dad (HD) Coop & Cam (:40) I Know This
(HD)

(:25) “Deja Vu”
(‘06) Agent
saves woman.
(HD)

Amer ica

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Dirty John (HD) BUNK’D DESUS &

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld BUNK’D aaa “Anna”
(‘19) Feared as -
sas sin.

VICE

11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily Jessie DESUS &

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie “Ex or cism” Bil lions

TUESDAY JUNE 2, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Mon day Night
Count down (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Real Time Maher
(HD)

aac
“Bowfinger”
(‘99)

“Out break” (‘95)
(HD):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM Conners NCIS (HD) Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent “Au di -
tions 2" (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Syd ney I Know (HD) “The
Change-Up”
(‘11) Body
switch ing. (HD)

Ray Don o van
(HD):30 Conners Bang (HD) Ra ven

8 PM Fam ily FBI “Leg acy”
(HD)

Gordon (HD) Mon day Night
Foot ball (HD)

Bang (HD) Dirty John “No
Fault”

Ra ven I Know This
(HD)

Es cape At
Dannemora
“Part 7":30 Fam ily Bang (HD) Just Roll

9 PM Ge netic (HD) FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

World of Dance
(HD)

Bang (HD) Dirty John (HD) Unsittable aaa “Hanna”
(‘11, Thriller)
Teen as sas sin.
(HD)

“Is n’t It Ro man -
tic” Movie life.:30 Last O.G. Coop & Cam (:40) aaa

“Mr. Brooks”
(‘07) Crim i nal al -
ter ego.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Chi cago PD BUNK’D

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Last O.G. Dirty John “No
Fault”

BUNK’D (:25) “Death Be -
comes Her”
(‘92)11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Brook lyn Jessie “Side Ef fects”

(‘13):30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Dirty John Jessie “Or ange”

WEDNESDAY JUNE 3, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) NCIS
“Homefront”

Ra ven “Shazam!” “Res cue Dawn”
(‘07)

“Tus can Sun”
(‘03):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D Betty (HD)

7 PM “Up” (‘09, Com -
edy) Ed Asner.
A fly ing house.

Game On! (HD) MasterChef
(HD)

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Play off Bang (HD) WWE NXT (HD) Syd ney Real Sports
(HD)

aaa “The
Mule” (‘18) Old
drug cou rier. (R) 
(HD)

The Af fair (HD)

:30 Col lege Bas ket -
ball (HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven

8 PM SEAL Team
(HD)

Ul ti mate Tag
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ra ven “Downton Ab -
bey” (‘19) Royal 
fam ily. (HD)

Cou ples

:30 Bang (HD) Just Roll Work (HD)

9 PM SHIELD (HD) S.W.A.T. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
“Doubt”

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable aac “The Ea -
gle” (‘11) Lost
Ro man army.
(HD)

aac “Ode to
Joy” (‘19, Com -
edy):30 Col lege Bas ket -

ball (HD)
Fron tal Coop & Cam

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D (:05) I Know This
(HD):30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show

(HD)
(:35) To night
(HD)

Fron tal BUNK’D (:45) “The Best
of En e mies”
(‘19)11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams Brook lyn Fam ily Jessie “X-Men: First

Class”
“The Hate U
Give”:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night SC (HD) Conan Fam ily Jessie

SUNDAY
7:00pm

CBS In di ana Jones and the Last Cru sade
aaac (1989, Ad ven ture) Har ri son Ford, Sean 
Connery. Af ter his fa ther dis ap pears while
search ing for the Holy Grail, in trepid ar chae ol -
o gist In di ana Jones sets out to lo cate them
both, bat tling Na zis along the way. PG-13
TBS Ram page aac (2018, Ac tion) Dwayne
John son, Naomie Har ris. A go rilla is ex posed
to a chem i cal from a se cret ge netic ex per i -
ment, which causes the go rilla, a wolf and a
croc o dile to grow to enor mous size and wreak
havoc. PG-13 TV14 (HD)

MONDAY
8:00pm

FOX 9-1-1: Lone Star “Act of God” Owen,
Michelle and their teams rush to save peo ple
who are caught in the path of a dan ger ous tor -
nado that is tear ing through Aus tin. TV14 (HD)

9:00pm
SHOW House of Lies “Ouroboros” The con -
sul tants get a taste of their own med i cine
when Marty and The Pod are put through di -
sas trous cir cum stances by their arch-ri val
firm, Kinsley- John son. TVMA (HD)

7:00pm
ABC The Conners “CPAPs, Hick eys and
Bis cuits” Darlene gives parenting re spon si bil i -
ties to Ben as she stays in jail for a night; Mark
and a friend end up with hick eys when they
work on a class ex per i ment. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
CBS FBI “Leg acy” Un known thieves steal
truck that con tained ri fles with ar mor-pierc ing
am mu ni tion; OA is wary of the judge ment of an 
old friend who is work ing the case. TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
NBC Chi cago Med “Never Go ing Back to
Nor mal” Will and Natalie must fight for their
lives fol low ing a hor rific ve hi cle ac ci dent; the
mys te ri ous death of Dr. Rhodes’ fa ther leads
to an in ves ti ga tion. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
HBO Downton Ab bey aaac (2019, Drama)
Hugh Bonneville, Jim Carter. When a fam ily
learns that the King and Queen of Eng land are
com ing to town, ex cite ment fills the air un til
they learn the royal fam ily trav els with a staff.
PG (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MAY 31, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) Ce leb rity Watch
Party

The Ti tan
Games (HD)

30 for 30
“Lance, Part 1"
(HD)

(4:30) “Tar zan”
(‘16)

Law & Or der:
SVU

“Teen Beach” aac “The
Meg” (‘18) Pre -
his toric mon ster.
(HD)

“First Man” (‘18)
(HD)

Penny

:30 (:45) aa “Teen 
Beach 2" (‘15)
Time-trav el ers.7 PM Feud (HD) aaac “In di -

ana Jones and
the Last Cru -
sade” (‘89)
Seek ing the
Grail.

Simp sons “Ram page”
(‘18) Huge an i -
mals at tack.
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

aaa “The
Mule” (‘18) Old
drug cou rier. (R) 
(HD)

VICE

:30 The Harts Black Mon.

8 PM Press Your Luck
(HD)

Bur gers Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent “Au di -
tions 1" (HD)

30 for 30
“Lance, Part 2"
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

I Know This
(HD)

Bil lions “Con -
tract”:30 Fam Guy Ra ven

9 PM Match Game
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

aac “Ram -
page” (‘18) Gi -
ant an i mals
wreak havoc on
a city.

Dirty John Ra ven In se cure “The Fam ily
Man” (‘00)
Bach e lor’s
choice.

Penny

:30 Fam ily Ra ven In se cure

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Fam ily BUNK’D Ol i ver Penny

:30 Fam ily BUNK’D (:40) I Know This
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Jessie (:10) “Scoop”

(‘06)
Bil lions “Con -
tract”:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal “Tar zan” Chrisley Jessie In se cure

MONDAY

Television Listings

illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H 
for cylinders and cans. R12 
R500 R11 R113 R114. Con-
venient. Certified Profession-
als. Call 312-598-1758 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

To Place 
Your Ad In 

The Gazette-Democrat
Call 

(618) 833-2158



Juanita Willis
Juanita Willis, 94, of Anna, 

and formerly of Jonesboro, 
died Friday, May 22, 2020, 
at the Integrity Healthcare. 

She was born March 29, 
1926, in Dongola, the daugh-
ter of Raymond Roscoe and 
Ina Belle Littleton Dillow. 

She married William Aus-
tin Willis on May 6, 1944, in 
Union County. He preceded 
her in death on Aug. 12, 
1999.

Mrs. Willis is survived by 
her son, Larry (Denise) Wil-
lis of Buncombe; grandson 
Kyle Willis of Cincinnati, 
Ohio; a brother, Gerald Dil-
low of Sandwich; other relatives and many friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and by her  
husband, William Austin Willis. 

Mrs. Willis was a longtime member of the First Baptist 
Church in Jonesboro. She worked many years as the book-
keeper for W.A. Willis Trucking. She loved her church 
and tending to her lawn and flowers. 

Private graveside services will be held for the imme-
diate family.

Memorials can be made to the First Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro. Envelopes will be available at the Rendleman 
& Hileman Funeral Home.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Earl ‘Fuzz’ Benefield
Earl “Fuzz” Benefield, 91, 

of Thebes, died Sunday, May 
24, 2020, at Integrity Health-
care in Carbondale.

He was born on April 4, 
1929, in McClure, the son of 
Clarence “Monk” and Bertha 
Phillips Benefield. 

He marr ied  Laverne 
“Pooch” Kaufman on Dec. 
10, 1955.  She preceded him 
in death May 17, 2018.

Mr. Benefield farmed with 
his brother Paul and also 
worked as a carpenter for 
many years for Bud Pearce. He was a loving husband, 
father, and grandfather and a great neighbor. 

Survivors include two daughters, Connie (David) 
Newell and Lisa (Guy) Lesch; four granddaughters, Stacy 
(John) Davis, Kelli Holloway, Ashley (Matthew) Follis 
and Lindsay Newell; nine great-grandchildren, McKenzie, 
Bryce, Kylie, Kiersten, Mallory, Blayne, Adalyn, Kinleigh 
and Lincoln; 1 brother, Bill (Goldie) Benefield; three 
sisters, Virginia Schearf, Clara (Bob) Tucker and Alice 
(Dave) Green; numerous nieces, nephews, other relatives 
and  many friends.   

In addition to his wife and parents, he was preceded in 
death by four brothers, Russell, Charles, Lawrence, and 
Paul, and one sister, Louise Matlock.

Graveside services for Mr. Benefield were held Wednes-
day, May 27, at Lindsey Cemetery in McClure, with Pastor 
Zack Strong officiating. Interment followed.

Memorials can be made to Lindsey Cemetery and will 
be accepted at the funeral home.

Crain Funeral Home in Cape Girardeau was in charge 
of arrangements.

To leave online condolences for the 
family, visit www.crainsonline.com.

Frankie Cripps
Frankie Cripps, 73, of 

Grand Tower, went to be with 
the two loves of his life, his 
Lord and Savior and his wife 
Sandy, on Monday, May 18, 
2020, at his home.

He was born on Nov. 11, 
1946, in Grand Tower, the 
son of Frank and Mary Lee 
Etta (Wright) Cripps. 

He married Mary Sandra 
McClure on Oct. 3, 1970, in 
Grand Tower. She preceded 
Frankie in death on April 
30, 2015.

Mr. Cripps is survived 
by his son, Shannon (Lisa) 
Cripps of Savannah, Ga.; daughter Jill (Mi-
chael) Crane of Grand Tower; six grand-
children, Aaron Lobato, Mathew (Sarah) 
Cripps, Lindsay (Quentin) Crane-Goode, 
Michael (Abbey) Crane, Nicholas Crane and Shannon 
Crane; great-granddaughter Grace Elaine Cripps; brothers 
John (Murk), Jim (Rose), Francis; sisters Colleen Baltzell, 
Bernadine (Vernon) Thompson, and Ellen Robertson; and 
several nieces and nephews.

He also leaves his fur babies, Buddy and Tinkerbell.
Mr. Cripps was preceded in death by his parents; his 

wife; an infant grandson Nathan Crane; brothers David 
and Mark; and a sister, Rosemary.

Mr. Cripps served his country on active duty with U.S. 
Navy from 1965 to 1969 and then as a SeaBee Reservist 
until 1992.  

He retired in August 2000 from the Union Pacific Rail-
road after working 29 years and nine months.  

He enjoyed hunting, fishing and just being in the 
outdoors. He especially loved spending time with his 
grandchildren, they were his pride and joy and he, their 
beloved “G-pal.” 

After  Frankie and Sandy retired, they spent their win-
ters in Wiggins, Miss., and traveled throughout the Gulf 
Coast. During their travels they made many friends in 
Mississippi, Alabama and Florida.  

He was a kind and gentle soul who never met a stranger 
and was never at a loss for words.  

He was an ordained deacon, serving his Lord at the 
First Baptist Church in Grand Tower for many years. His 
last words were, “I gotta get up and walk” and walk he 
did right through the gates of Heaven.

A memorial service will be announced at a later date.
Memorials can be made to the Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 

Foundation or to the Leukemia Foundation. 
Meredith Funeral Home in Carbondale assisted the 

family with arrangements. To leave a story or memory, 
visit www.meredithfh.com.
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"The Preaching Pen"
A Quick Thought about Jeremiah 17:9

Jeremiah 17:9 reads, “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?”
In this passage, the prophet records that God’s people 

must listen to God and not listen to their own hearts. 
According to W.E. Vine's Expository Dictionary of Bible 
Words, the word “heart” refers to the most important organ 
for physical life but also represents the seat of man’s mental 
and emotional activity (297). Scripture tells us that to listen 
to our hearts is a foolish proposition (Proverbs 28:26). But 
what are some reasons for such foolishness? With those 
thoughts in mind, let us uncover what the Bible has to say 
about the subject.

First, in today’s world, people focus their lives upon 
a multitude of useless aims. Our hearts (the center of our 
morality) will be guided by our life’s focus (Matthew 6:21). 
All too often, society pivots from the Bible in favor of the 
comfortable, fun, or even pleasurable activities of life. 
However, rejection of God is acceptance of sin.

Second, just like Pharaoh and the Jewish leaders in 
Christ’s time, people can harden their own hearts. The source 
of Pharaoh’s hardened heart was his refusal to listen to the 
Lord (Exodus 7:13). As with our first point, this refusal is 
a deliberate choice made by man. God does not harden the 
heart, but He will also not stop man from finding the means 
to do so; it must be our choice.

Third, people stop believing in God, of God, and on God 
(Hebrews 3:12). Believing in God requires an effort on our 
part. Some think that God requires too much of my time, 
talent, or money. The effort to believe is just too much for 
some. However, many find enough time to commit to a 
weekly television program or enough money to purchase 
their weekly LOTTO ticket. But those items are fleeting; 
God’s Word is eternal.

In order to please God, we must know how and why to 
direct our hearts. All the knowledge we will ever need to 

know is found in the Bible. May we strive to show 
ourselves approved before God.

Ryan Thornsberry. Elder
Anna church of Christ 24G

In Loving Memory of

Goldie Pearson
July 29, 1933 - May 31, 2019

One year ago you went home to be with the Lord. 
You said goodbye to the family you loved so dear.
You left a longing in our hearts that no one else 
 can fill.
Each day our hearts look for you.
Your family dearly loves and misses you.

The family of Goldie Pearson 24G

Christopher Stephen
‘Chris’ Rhymer

Chris Rhymer, 43, of Carbondale, died Friday, May 15, 
2020, at his home. 

He was born Aug. 5, 1976, in Lakenheath, England, the 
son of Jay and Jeannie Haynes Rhymer.

Mr. Rhymer is survived by his loving life partner, Ra-
chel Walker of Carbondale; his mother, Jeannie Haynes of 
Anna; his father, Jay (Debbie) Rhymer of Anna; a brother, 
Brad (Patty) Rhymer of San Francisco, Calif.; a sister, 
Amy (Jason) Messamer of Coralville, Iowa; maternal 
grandmother Bonnie Haynes of Anna; very special aunt 
Cathy Spinazola of Cobden; many other aunts and uncles; 
cousins; and numerous close friends. 

 Mr. Rhymer was an avid outdoorsman. He enjoyed 
going on hiking excursions all over the United States and 
beyond. He enjoyed going camping and listening to music. 

He worked many years for Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale in the registrar’s office. 

Graveside services will be held privately for the im-
mediate family. Memorials can be made to the Ocean 
Conservancy or to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
Envelopes will be available at the Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Minnie Mize
Minnie Mize, 86, of Anna, died Tuesday, May 19, 2020, 

at her home.
She was born on March 28, 1934, in Pulaski County, 

the daughter of Johnnie and Dorothy Kell Mize.
She is survived by one sister, Nina Neathammer of 

Cairo; one brother, Robert Mize of Buena Park, Calif.; 
and her many friends at New Way.

Due to current health concerns, there will be no public 
service. Private interment will take place at Rose Hill 
Cemetery in Pulaski.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Theodore ‘Teddy’ 
E. Albert Jr.

Theodore “Teddy” E. Albert Jr., 68, of Anna, died 
Wednesday, May 20, 2020, at his home.

He was born on Dec. 4, 1951, in Pekin, the son of 
Theodore and Lenora Holcomb Albert. 

He married Gerry Terrell on Jan. 25, 1974.
He is survived by his wife, family and friends.
Due to current health concerns, there will be no public 

service.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

Continuing to worship 
via Zoom, Sunday’s service 
began with praise reports, 
prayer requests and the 
intercessory prayer. 

The  Rev.  Dee  Ann 
Thompson’s sermon Sun-
day was the second in a 
series from the book of 
James; scripture was from 
the first chapter “…be swift 
to hear, slow to speak, and 
slow to anger…”

The message shared that 
“when we fail to listen, 
especially in the spiritual 
realm, our faith does not 
grow. In the clamor of to-
day’s society, we often fail 
to listen to the still, small 
voice of God. 

“After we listen, we 
should be slow to speak, 
and make sure that emotion 
doesn’t ‘run’ our tongues 
so that we don’t “damage” 
others.

“Lastly, James tells us we 
should be slow to become 
angry. Things we say or do 
in anger, can affect the rest 
of our life as well as the life 
of whoever is the victim of 
our anger.”  

Rev. Thompson closed 
with the challenge “to take 

News from

First Baptist
Church, Anna

Pastor Nick’s Bible study 
for last week was titled 
“The Spiritual Discipline of 
Study,” with scripture from 
Philippians.

His sermon was titled 
“Sneak Attack,” with scrip-
ture from Luke.

Sermons and Bible stud-
ies can be viewed online 
at www.annafirst.org/ser-
mons.

The church continues 
to have a food giveaway 
from 11 a.m. to noon on 
Thursday (today). The food 
giveaway is in the parking 
lot at the church and is 
available to anyone in the 
community.

The church prays that 
God will watch over ev-
eryone and their families 
at this time.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A drive-in service was 

held Sunday, May 24, on 
the parking lot at the Anna 
Church of the Nazarene.

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Randy Wright and the 
worship team. 

The pastor’s message on 
Sunday was titled, “The 
Ascension,”  with scripture 
from Romans.

The message can be 
heard on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and 
on the Anna First Church 
of the Nazarene Facebook 
page.

Wednesday Bible study 
and Saturday night Bible 
study are planned at 6:30 
p.m. by using Zoom.

The link to these Zoom 
services can be found on the 
Anna First Church of the 
Nazarene Facebook page.

The Anna First Quizzers 
participated in the Illinois 
District Quiz by using Goo-
gle forms.

The following scores 
were recorded:

Red Level 30 questions 
total, Liberty Cook, 28, all-
star team. Madilyn Smith, 
27. Blake Wells, 24.

Blue Level 40 questions 
total, Nicholas Cook, 40, 
all-star team, perfect score. 
Jaida Smith, 36. Sophia 
Wells, 36. Aaron Wiseman, 
34.

All seven of the church’s 
quizzers will be participat-
ing in the regional quiz, 
which is scheduled June 
5-7. Google forms will be 
used again.

Birthdays: Jessica El-
kins, May 24; Nancy Smith, 

the word of God into our 
hearts and let it replace that 
which is unholy in our lives. 
Be swift to listen, slow to 
speak, and slow to anger.  
Don’t merely hear the word, 
but do what it says.”

Rev. Thompson’s ser-
mons are posted on the 
church’s Facebook page at  
“Camp Ground Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church” 
and YouTube.  

To be a part of the live 
worship experience, contact 
any member of the congre-
gation for the Zoom link.  

Discussion is ongoing as 
to when and how to reopen 
for in-person services.

This past week, Rev. 
Thompson’s  b i r thday 
was the 19th, and Van-
da Gerard’s was the 20th. 
Long-distance member 
Dean Jones’s birthday was 
the 25th.

Congratulations to Cody 
and Sara Poole, who cele-
brated their first wedding 
anniversary Tuesday, the 
26th.

Tony Gerard is  the 
church’s lead elder for the 
month of June.

Terry Wiseman Sr., May 25. 
T.J. Macy, May 28. Michael 
Hill, May 29. Aaron Wise-
man, May 30.

A drive-in service is 
planned at 10:35 a.m. Sun-
day, May 31.

During this time, the 
church can be contacted by 
calling the church office 
at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary or 
by calling Pastor Wright at 
618-534-7103.

The Gazette-Democrat Serving 
Union County Since 1849

Obituaries Online at
annanews.com

To place your ad in The 
Gazette-Democrat just call 
(618)-833-2158 or toll free 
at (800)-833-2699.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

This week...Moose...HokieBird...Bearnard...

Coronavirus pandemic 
identifies fault lines 
that must be addressed

By Jim Nowlan
The coronavirus crisis has exposed critical fault lines in 

our nation’s bedrock, which must be addressed. I identify 
three below, but there are others, such as fiscal sufficiency 
for Social Security and Medicare, both programs taking a 
hit from the virus and our spending to combat it.

First, we obviously need an American technology/
industrial policy. In many areas, China is surpassing our 
once vaunted technological prowess. The rapid rollout of 
5G technology around the world by Chinese behemoth 
Huawei, while American companies struggle to catch up, 
should be a wake-up call.

And since we have exported much of our manufactur-
ing to Asia, we find our nation without either the supply 
or the ready capacity to produce the health care goods we 
need to help staunch the viral spread.

Business, government and research labs at our univer-
sities and elsewhere must collaborate on strategies and 
funding streams for basic and applied research, as well 
as for capacity building for the production of goods and 
services that we need internally and for sale worldwide. 

Second, we must confront the serious disarray in the 
American family. I was struck by the scramble of shut-
tered school districts across America to see that breakfast, 
lunch and snacks are delivered daily to kids at home 
during the pandemic. This suggests a dramatic increase 
in dependence on government in too many households.

In my rural confines, single parenting has become 
almost the norm in many communities. I once observed 
that government has replaced Dad in many of these 
households. Now, as schools bustle to get meals regularly 
to the kids, you might say that government has even sup-
planted many Moms in this fundamental responsibility 
of parenting.

Standing in line at a grocery recently, I overheard an 
admittedly harried-looking mom observe to the clerk 
about school-delivered meals: “It’s just one more meal I 
don’t have to prepare.”

We will never return to the idealized household of 
Ozzie and Harriet, which we learned later wasn’t all that 
ideal, either. Still, we need to assess what might be done 
to stabilize and strengthen millions of homes where often 
undereducated singles can apparently neither provide 
basic supports, nor set high expectations for achievement 
for their children.

The challenges in the American family won’t be solved 
simply by throwing more money at the Moms. Many of 
them need parenting skills that have not been handed 
down, as neither their moms, nor often their grandmoms, 
possess basic parenting skills, at least according to local 
social workers with whom I talk.

Can communities, neighborhoods, churches, maybe 
schools, step up and fill the gap? Should schools offer 
parenting classes? Can local groups provide parent coach-
ing? Teen births are down sharply, which is good; what 
can be done to drive those numbers down further? I don’t 
know, but I know we need to address the problems in the 
changing American family.

Third, we need to reset our politics. Recent actions by 
Congress and the president to address the coronavirus 
illustrate that we can rise above polarization, that gover-
nance is indeed more important than politics (though it 
should be noted that it is always easier to spend big money 
than to pay for it later). 

Yet, unless a crisis slaps us in the face, as at present, 
elected officials seem incapable of taking forceful action 
on the big issues. Putting men on the moon and building 
anything akin to our interstate highway system seems 
today far beyond the grasp of elected officials.

Maybe because of the huge amounts of money often 
necessary now to win election into Congress and our 
state legislatures, lawmakers are more than ever fixated 
on governing so as to stay in office. That sounds good, 
democratic, you might say, yet it isn’t good. Most in the 
public have no idea what needs to be done. They want life 
to go on as painlessly as possible.

Big issues such as fiscal sufficiency for Social Security 
and Medicare, and imperative investments in technologi-
cal research won’t be tackled effectively without some 
pain. That’s what leadership is about. And sometimes, as 
with Winston Churchill’s fall from power after leading 
England through World War II, leaders have to fall on 
their swords to get big jobs done.

More candidates in our country need to tell voters what 
they need to hear, not what they want to hear. Otherwise, 
we in America will continue sleep-walking across the fault 
lines of our own national decline.

For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior fellow and 
political science professor at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign. He has worked for three unindicted 
governors and published a weekly newspaper in central 
Illinois.

Moose, a dog (the one on the left), is now Dr. Moose, 
and still a dog. Moose is a therapy dog at Virginia 
Tech. In the picture, Dr. Moose is with the HokieBird. 
HokieBird is Virginia Tech’s official mascot. Guess 
that makes HokieBird an okee, dokee bird. By the 
way, did you know (I didn’t, until Friday, that there’s 
a bluegrass/American roots children’s music duo from 
Minneapolis called the Okee Dokee Brothers? In 2012, 
the duo released a CD/DVD called “Can You Canoe?” 
The CD/DVD was created during a paddle trip down 
the Mississippi River. Apparently, they only went to 
St. Louis.

It would be kind of tough these days to not have any 
friends. That’s why I visited with Bearnard one day last 
week.

We’ll get back to Bearnard in just a bit...if you’ll bear 
with me, I wanted to share a “feel good” story I ran across 
one day recently on the internet. Once, since it was on the 
internet, it has to be true.

Anyway, the story is about Moose...Moose is not a 
moose...Moose is a dog...and now Moose is Dr. Moose...
but you can read the story, which was posted on the Vir-
ginia Tech website:

May 15, 2020 – A Virginia Tech staffer who has spent 
a career serving and supporting the university community 
will be recognized today in a special commencement 
ceremony.

He’s also sure to receive plenty of treats and a hearty 
“Good boy!”

Moose, an 8-year-old therapy dog at Virginia Tech’s 
Cook Counseling Center, will receive an honorary doctor-
ate in veterinary medicine Friday evening as part of virtual 
commencement exercises. It’s the latest recognition for 
the pawsome member of Hokie Nation.

Like the Hokies he helps, Moose has had a challenging 
few months. Just a week after his birthday in February 
(his 64th, in human years), the Labrador Retriever was 
diagnosed with prostate cancer and began a treatment 
regimen of radiation, chemotherapy, and other therapies. 

His treatment has been managed by providers at the 
Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine, a joint 
venture of Virginia Tech and the University of Maryland 
at College Park. Moose was cared for and housed by a 
Virginia Tech veterinary student earlier this year while 
receiving radiation treatments at a private veterinary 
specialist in Richmond.

Moose, who came to Virginia Tech in 2014, is now 
one of four dogs at the counseling center who serve as 
working therapy animals and ambassadors for mental 
health awareness.

Trent Davis, the coordinator of animal-assisted therapy 
and a counselor at the center, credited Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital staff for providing Moose with excellent care. 
Moose continues to receive chemotherapy and has been 
given a pawsitive prognosis. 

“They’re wonderful, amazing people,” Davis said of 
the veterinary staff.

Moose has returned to work with canine colleague 
Derek, who is also owned and cared for by Davis. Virginia 
Tech’s team of therapy dogs is rounded out by Carson 

and Wagner, whose humans are also staff members at the 
counseling center.

Moose has aided in more than 7,500 counseling ses-
sions and over 500 outreach events in his six years at 
Virginia Tech. He was honored in 2019 with the Virginia 
Veterinary Medical Association’s Animal Hero Award. 
When not working, he enjoys swimming, playing tug of 
war, and perhaps most of all, eating.

(You may be wondering why I’m sharing a story about 
a dog and a HokieBird from a place far, far away...well, I 
just figure we could use something “upbeat” these days.)

Way to go, Moose...or, should I say Dr. Moose?
 A Visit with Bearnard...a Bear...at Stinson 
Memorial Library

Maybe I should have asked Bearnard when I stopped 
by one day last week to visit him at Stinson Memorial 
Library in Anna. 

As you may recall, I am a frequent visitor to the Anna li-
brary. The library, however, has been closed for some time 
due to this pandemic thing that has been going around.

Bearnard is a big teddy bear who is spending his time 
in quarantine stationed at the front door at Stinson. A 
message about Bearnard had been posted on the library’s 
Facebook page about a month ago. The message read, 
in part: “Without any friends in the library, Bearnard is 
feeling lonely! Stop by the front doors to wave hello...”

I didn’t want Bearnard to feel lonely, so I stopped by...
waved...and said hello...

...later, I read the rest of Bearnard’s message, which 
shared that if you stop by, and the weather happened to 
be nice, “he would love to hear a story!”

Wellll...I figured that Bearnard wouldn’t want me to 
read him “War and Peace,” so I found something shorter. 
Once again, I did some extensive research online (I wasted 
my time on Google) and found some six-word stories. 
Perfect.

I jotted down one of the six-word stories on a piece 
of paper, with an old-fashioned pencil, and went back to 
the library.

Here’s the six-word story story I shared with Bearnard: 
“Cupcakes were always the answer. Always.”

Yup.
And now, for a weekly supply of bad jokes, which were 

found out in our backyard (actually they are from bestlife-
online.com and a website featuring the “Best Dad Jokes”):

Thursday: Why did the grizzly hate this article? He 
can’t bear puns!

Friday: “Why did the scarecrow win an award? Because 
he was outstanding in his field.”

Saturday: “I made a pencil with two erasers. It was 
pointless.”

Sunday: “I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. It’s 
impossible to put down!”

Monday: “Did you hear about the guy who invented the 
knock-knock joke? He won the ‘no-bell’ prize.”

Tuesday: “I’ve got a great joke about construction, but 
I’m still working on it.”

Wednesday: “I decided to sell my vacuum cleaner—it 
was just gathering dust!”

Stay safe.

Bearnard has been feeling kind of lonely while he 
hangs out at Stinson Memorial Library in Anna. The 
photo, by the way, was on the library’s Facebook page. 
Hope they don’t mind me using it.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, May 28, 1970

Memorial Day (or Decoration Day) was first observed 
as a tribute to the war dead, several years ago, and in 
deference to the dead of all wars, every citizen is urged to 
attend a Memorial Day service somewhere this Memorial 
Day, Saturday, May 30.

They are also urged to show respect for them by flying 
a flag at their homes or places of business.

The various service organizations in Union County 
will conduct Memorial Day services Saturday, May 30, 
in observance of the debt all Americans owe to the dead 
of all wars.

***
The State of Illinois this week authorized formation 

of a new corporation, the first first of its kind, as far as is 
known, in the United States.

It is to be called U.S. Citizens, Inc., and is being formed 
by Wayman Presley, Makanda, who says the purpose is 
to organize the “Silent Majority” of American citizens 
into a massive, nationwide group which will provide a 
direct communication line between the living rooms of 
the United States and the state legislature, Congress and 
the White House, itself.

***
R. Buckminster Fuller will deliver the graduating ad-

dress to the Anna-Jonesboro Community High School 
graduating class of 1970 at ceremonies to be held Friday, 
May 29, at the high school. 

The Shawnee College board is considering construc-
tion of an additional building on its interim campus for 
the fall quarter.

Foster parents appreciated
May is Foster Parent Appreciation Month in Illinois, 

a time to thank the thousands of foster families across 
the state that have opened their homes to provide a tem-
porary safe haven to abused and neglected children who 
have been placed in the care of the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family Services, DCFS, by local courts.

Each year, an average of 4,000 children from across 
the state, of all ages, backgrounds and abilities, are taken 
into temporary state care when their home life is unsafe.  

DCFS works with the family to make the positive 
changes necessary to reunite with their children while 
foster families step up and provide homes where the 
children are protected, nurtured and loved.

“I have deep admiration for foster parents who make 
the selfless decision to care for children whose lives have 
been turned upside-down through no fault of their own,” 
said Illinois DCFS acting director Marc D. Smith. 

“The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic has everyone 
operating in uncharted waters; and I thank our foster 
parents for their unwavering commitment to the children 
in their care during this chaotic time. They truly embody 
the department’s core mission of keeping children safe.”

There are currently over 17,000 youth in care waiting 
for their forever homes. To learn more about some of 
them, visit the Heart Gallery of Illinois at https://green-
lightfamilyservices.org/heartgalleryofil/.

For more information or to become a licensed foster 
parent, call 1-800-572-2390 or fill out the online interest 
form on the DCFS website at https://www2.illinois.gov/
dcfs. Click on Loving Homes then on Become a Foster 
or Adoptive Parent.

Cobden School has food pantry
A food pantry is scheduled to be open throughout 

the summer in the Cobden School District. The 
pantry is scheduled to be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on weekdays. The pantry will be located in front of 
the elementary school.

Donations are being accepted for shelf stable 
food items. Monetary donations also are accepted. 
Checks can be made to the Cobden PTO.
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