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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

County remains at COVID-19 warning level
Union County remained 

at a warning level for the 
novel coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19), the Illinois 
Department of  Public 
Health, IDPH, reported on 
Friday, Aug. 21.

IDPH reported on Friday 
that 20 counties in Illinois 
were considered to be at 
a warning level for CO-
VID-19. The report was 
based on metrics for the 
period of Aug. 9-15.

A county enters a warn-
ing level when two or more 
COVID-19 risk indicators 
that measure the amount of 
COVID-19 increase.

As of Friday, the 20 coun-
ties which were reported to 
be at a warning level were 
Union, Bureau, Cass, Clay, 
Clinton, Franklin, Greene, 
Grundy, Hancock, Hender-
son, Jefferson, Logan, Mad-
ison, Monroe, Moultrie, 
Randolph, St. Clair, White, 
Will and Williamson. Wil-
liamson County borders 
Union County.

Union County also was 
reported to have been at a 
warning level on Aug. 7 and 
Aug. 14.

IDPH said the 20 coun-
ties had cases or outbreaks 
associated with weddings, 
businesses, neighborhood 
gatherings, parties, long-
term care facilities and 
other congregate settings, 
travel to neighboring states, 
bars, sports camps, and 
spread among members of 
the same household who are 
not isolating at home.  

Cases  connected to 
schools were also begin-
ning to be reported. 

Public health officials  
said they are observing 
people who are not social 
distancing or using face 
coverings.  

Additionally, there are 
reports of individuals who 
are ill attributing their 
symptoms to allergies or 
other illnesses, or not be-
ing forthcoming about their 
symptoms or close contacts.    

Several counties are tak-

ing swift action and imple-
menting mitigation mea-
sures to help slow spread 
of the virus, including 
working to increase testing 
in their communities and 
launching mask campaigns 
such as “Masks on Faces 
Keeps Places Open.”

IDPH uses numerous in-
dicators when determining 
if a county is experiencing 
stable COVID-19 activity, 
or if there are warning signs 
of increased COVID-19 
risk in the county. 

The indicators, including 
numbers for Union County 
which posted on the IDPH 
website, follow:

New cases per 100,000 
people. If there are more 
than 50 new cases per 
100,000 people in the coun-
ty, this triggers a warning.

For the period of Aug. 
9-15, Union County re-
corded a rate of 238 new 
cases per 100,000 people, 
a warning level.

In comparison, some 
of the rates for other Il-
linois counties were 290 
in Logan County, 258 in 
Moultrie County, 219 in 
Hancock County, 218 in 
Bureau County, 201 in Wil-
liamson County, 96 in Jack-
son County, 88 in Johnson 
County and 91 in Cook 
County, as well as 84 in the 
City of Chicago.

Weekly test positivity.  
This metric indicates a 
warning when the seven-
day test positivity rate rises 
above 8 percent. Union 
County had a rate of 12.0 
percent, a warning level.

Tests performed. This 
metric is used to provide 
context and indicate if more 
testing is needed in the 
county. Union County had 
316, a warning level.

Number of deaths. This 
metric indicates a warning 
when the weekly number of 
deaths increases more than 
20 percent for two consecu-
tive weeks. Union County 
had no deaths.

(continued on page 2)

Message for a time of the pandemic
A message for the time of a pandemic was shared on a sign at Mt. Moriah 

Lutheran Church in Anna.

The Union County CEO 
program is voicing appre-
ciation to Collin Cain at 
Grassy Lake Hunting Club 
near Ware for being the 
program’s first home base 
for the class of 2021.

***
The Cobden Village 

Board has voted to estab-
lish two, $250 scholarships 
in honor of the memory of 
Homer Forby. The scholar-
ships will be presented to 
students who are studying 
in the field of science. Mr. 
Forby served as the vil-
lage’s mayor, as a trustee, as 
treasurer and as a cemetery 
board member.

***
State Sen. Dale Fowler, 

R-Harrisburg, has part-
nered with the Friends of 
Taiwan Foundation, State 
Rep. Patrick Windhorst, R-
Metropolis, and State Rep. 
Dave Severin, R-Benton, 
to distribute face masks to 
nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities throughout 
the 59th Senate District. 
Part of Union County is in 
the district.

***
In a time-honored tra-

dition, Illinois National 
Guard soldiers from the 2nd 
Battalion, 130th Infantry 
Regiment, based in Marion, 
with units in West Frank-
fort, Mount Vernon, Litch-
field and Effingham, have 
received combat patches for 
their overseas deployment.

***
Power washing work was 

being done last week at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.

***
The Village of Cobden 

is reviewing preliminary 
cost estimates for reloca-
tion and replacement of 
sewer mains. Funding will 
be sought to pursue the 
projects.

***
The former First Chris-

tian Church in Grand Chain 
is the new home of that 
community’s library.

City of Anna presented with $10,000 donation
The City of Anna re-

ceived a special donation 
during its regular meeting 
last week.

A donation in the amount 
of $10,000 was presented to 
city officials by representa-
tives of the Thrive Dispen-
sary in Anna, which sells 
medical and recreational 
cannabis products.

The donation was pre-
sented during the city coun-
cil’s regular meeting on 
Tuesday evening, Aug. 18. 
The meeting was at Anna 
City Hall.

Thrive representative 
Greg Lambert announced 
the donation to the city. 
Lambert is director of secu-
rity at the Thrive Dispensa-
ry in Anna. The dispensary 
is located at 87 Richview in 
east Anna.

Lambert said the dispen-
sary is grateful for the sup-
port which the dispensary 
has received from the city. 
The donation to the city is 
designed to help support 
traffic and public safety 
measures.

On behalf of the city, 
Mayor Steve Hartl ine 
voiced gratitude and thanks 
for the generous donation.

In other business at last 
week’s meeting:

Mayor Hartline made 
note of the passing of Jim 

Miles, who had served on 
the city’s police and fire 
pension board. Mr. Miles 
died Saturday, Aug. 15.

The mayor said that Mr. 
Miles was very dedicated 
to the city. “He was a good 
man,” the mayor said.

City administrator Dori 
Bigler noted that the Village 
of Cobden had made a $250 
donation to support local 
efforts to promote participa-
tion in the 2020 nationwide 
census.

A Union County Census 
Day event is planned Sept. 
17 on the grounds of Stin-
son Memorial Library in 
Anna.

Mayor Hartline empha-
sized the importance of 
participating in the census, 
for the city and for all of 
Southern Illinois.

The council accepted 
bids for two pieces of city 
surplus equipment.

A bid in the amount 
of $55,000 was accepted 

from J3 Co. LLC for a Cat 
D3KXL dozer.

A bid in the amount of 
$8,500 was accepted from 
D&B Construction Equip. 
Inc. for a 1989 Case W14B 
wheel loader.

The council authorized 
two capital equipment ex-
penditures: $2,500 for a 
paint striper and $6,000 
for a used Falcon asphalt 
recycler and hot box.

The city’s current paint 
striper is 22 years old. Ac-

quisition of the asphalt 
recycler and hot box will 
allow for work to be done 
during colder weather.  

A request to use the Anna 
City Park for an upcoming 
pickleball tournament was 
approved.

The tournament is sched-
uled for Sept. 25-27 at the 
park. The rain dates are 
Oct. 2-4. Organizers have 
told city officials that they 
expect around 80 to 100 
participants.

Donation presented at Anna City Council meeting
Thrive Dispensary has made a $10,000 donation to the City of Anna. The donation was presented 

by Thrive Dispensary representatives at last week’s regular meeting of the Anna City Council. Those 
present for a photograph included Anna Mayor Steve Hartline; Anna City Council members Michael 
Bigler, Kathy Bryan, Martha Ann Webb and Bryan Miller; and Thrive Dispensary representatives Ken 
Mansur, agent in charge; Stacey Plott, agent in charge; Greg Lambert, director of security; and Eric 
Ralls, security supervisor.

After several days of dry, 
hot and humid weather, 
heavy rain may be on the 
way for the Union County 
area.

High temperatures in 
the region were forecast to 
climb into the 90s on Tues-
day in the region. 

The heat was accom-
panied by high humidity, 
which meant that heat index 
readings in the upper 90s to 
around 100 were in the fore-
cast for Tuesday afternoon.

Thunderstorm chances 
were expected to return to 
the region on Wednesday 
and again on Thursday, 
today.

Widespread showers and 
thunderstorms in associa-
tion with the remnants of 
Hurricane Laura may pro-
duce heavy rainfall and 
flooding issues Thursday 
night through Friday night 
in the region.

A daily chance of thun-
derstorms is expected to 
continue Saturday through 
Monday.

The period of Aug. 18-24 
in Union County was dry. 
No rainfall was recorded. 
High temperatures gener-
ally were in the 80s.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 

Jonesboro: 
                                  H   L

Tuesday, Aug. 18        80 64
Wednesday, Aug. 19   80 60
Thursday, Aug. 20      83 58
Friday, Aug. 21           85 61
Saturday, Aug. 22       87 63
Sunday, Aug. 23         89 62
Monday, Aug. 24        91 66

Forecast track
The National Weather Service office in Paducah 

posted the accompanying map on its website early 
this week. The map showed a possible forecast 
track for Hurricane Laura.

Hurricane's remnants may impact area
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Forty years of service 
David Gregge was honored during a recent 

meeting of the Anna-Jonesboro Water Commission, 
marking his retirement after over 40 years of 
service. “It’s not been a job for me, it’s been a 
pleasure,” said Gregge, who began his career with 
the water commission on May 29, 1980. Gregge was 
presented with two plaques, commemorating both 
his retirement and his 40 years of service. Gregge, 
left, was congratulated by Anna-Jonesboro Water 
Commission superintendent Casey Johnson, right.  
Photo by Benjamin Marxer.

Clouds on a summer evening
Clouds filled much of the sky over Union County on a recent summer evening. The image was captured 

along Kaolin Road, between Anna and Cobden.

Warning level
(continued from page 1)

ICU availability.  If 
there are fewer than 20 per-
cent of intensive care units 
available in the region, this 
triggers a warning. Union 
County’s rate was 57.3 
percent.

Weekly emergency 
department visits. This 
metric indicates a warning 

when the weekly percent 
of COVID-19-like-illness 
emergency department vis-
its increase by more than 20 
percent for two consecutive 
weeks. Union County’s rate 
was 4.5 percent

Weekly hospital ad-
missions. A warning is 
triggered when the weekly 
number of hospital admis-
sions for COVID-19-like-

illness increases by more 
than 20 percent for two 
consecutive weeks. Union 
County had fewer than five.

Clusters. This metric 
looks at the percent of CO-
VID-19 cases associated 
with clusters or outbreaks 
and is used to understand 
large increase in cases. 
Union County had no clus-
ters.

IDPH said that the met-
rics are intended to be used 
for local level awareness 
to help local leaders, busi-
nesses, local health depart-
ments, and the public make 
informed decisions about 
personal and family gather-
ings, as well as what activi-
ties they choose to do.  The 
metrics are updated weekly.

Southern Seven update, as of Aug. 24

Total of 387 COVID-19 cases in Union County
The number of CO-

VID-19 cases in Union 
County climbed to 387 as 
of Monday, Aug. 24.

Southern Seven Health 
Department on Monday 
confirmed a total of 41 new 
cases of COVID-19 in the 
region it serves in Southern 
Illinois. The cases were for 
the period which included 
Aug. 22-24.

Sixteen of the new cases 
were in Union County.

The health department 
reported that the newly 
confirmed cases, by county, 
gender and age, included:

Union County: one male 
in his 10s, three females 
in their 20s, one male in 
his 20s, one female in her 
30s, two females in their 
50s, two males in their 50s, 
three females in their 60s, 
one male in his 60s and two 
females in their 70s.

Alexander County: one 
female in her 10s.

Johnson County: one fe-
male in her 10s, one female 
in her 30s, two males in 
their 30s, one female in her 
40s, one female in her 50s, 
one male in his 50s, two 
males in their 60s, one fe-
male in her 70s, two males 
in their 70s.

Massac County: one 
male in his 20s, one female 
in her 30s, one male in 
his 30s, one female in her 
50s, one male in his 50s, 
one female in her 60s, one 
female in her 70s, one male 
in his 80s.

Pulaski County: two 
males in their 20s, one fe-
male in her 60s, one male 
in his 60s.

All of those with active 
cases of COVID-19 are 
being isolated. 

The health department 
reported 17 new recovered 
cases of COVID-19 in its 
service area as of Aug. 24.

As of Aug. 24, there were 
588 people in the health 
department’s service area 
who had recovered since 
the start of the pandemic in 
the United States.

Also as of Aug. 24, the 
health department was re-
porting a cumulative total 
of 720 cases of COVID-19 
in its service area.  

The health department 
confirmed that a total of 
11,286 negative COVID-19 
tests had been reported in 
the region as of Aug. 21.

The number of individu-
als confirmed to have CO-
VID-19 in the area counties 

served by the Southern 
Seven Health Department 
as of Aug. 24 follows:

Union County: 387 cas-
es. 306 had recovered. 20 
deaths had been reported 
in the county. (The depart-
ment noted that three deaths 
had been retracted in the 
county.)

Alexander County: 40 
cases. 37 had recovered.

Hardin County: 18 cases. 
18 had recovered.

Johnson County: 101 
cases. 76 had recovered.

Massac County: 57 cas-
es. 43 had recovered.

Pope County: 11 cases. 
10 had recovered. One 
death has been reported in 
the county.

Pulaski County: 106 cas-
es. 98 had recovered. One 
death has been reported in 
the county. 

According to the Illi-
nois Department of Public 
Health, in Illinois there 
were 1,612 new individuals 
with COVID-19 identified 
on Aug. 24, bringing the 
confirmed total in the state 
to 221,790 individuals, with 
7,888 deaths.

State police plan NITE
patrols in Union County

traffic deaths during these 
critical hours. 

Officers will strictly en-
force violations, including 
driving under the influ-
ence, safety belt and child 
restraint use, speeding, 
distracted driving and all 
Illinois Vehicle Code and 
Criminal Violations.

The state police reported 
that alcohol and drug im-
pairment is a factor in more 
than 30 percent of all fatal 
motor vehicle crashes in 
Illinois. 

Over half of all fatal 
crashes in Illinois occur at 
night. 

The NITE program al-
lows officers to work even 
harder at removing danger-
ous impaired drivers from 
the road and making sure 
everyone is buckled up. 

The project is funded 
through the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Illinois State Police 
District 22 is planning to 
conduct nighttime enforce-
ment, NITE, patrols dur-
ing September in Union 
County.

Plans for the patrols 
were announced by Capt. 
Michael Alvey. He is the 
commander of the district, 
which has its headquarters 
at Ullin.

NITE patrols allow the 
Illinois State Police to focus 
on preventing, detecting 
and taking enforcement ac-
tion in response to impaired 
driving and occupant re-
straint violations, especially 
between the hours of 9 p.m. 
and 6 a.m.

The state police note 
that the number of unre-
strained drivers killed in 
traffic crashes is significant-
ly higher at nighttime and, 
combined with impaired 
driving, means even more 

Museum
plans to host
book signing

Mike Estel has now writ-
ten his 17th book, titled 
“Civil War Journalist,” pub-
lished by Chaplain Publish-
ing of Lubbock, Texas.

The author plans to have 
a book signing from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
29, at the Union County 
Museum in Cobden.

The book, a work of fic-
tion, is about Nathan Gra-
ham, a newspaper reporter 
from Maryland during the 
Civil War.

When he is drafted in 
the Civil War, he gets the 
approval from his com-
manding officer to continue 
reporting to the Washington 
Star newspaper that he had 
previously worked for.

The book is about his 
reporting what he was in-
volved in throughout the 
war.

Coronavirus travel map launched
has launched a map that 
clearly shows states and 
other countries where case 
rates are elevated.  

“While staying home 
is the best way to protect 
yourself and others from 
COVID-19, we know that 
it may not be possible to 
avoid all travel.  

“We encourage people 
who are traveling, whether 
for work or otherwise, to 
check out the map before 
making plans.”

Locations that have an 
average daily case rate of 
15 cases per 100,000 or 
greater are designated as 
“higher risk” on the map, 
which can be found online 
at http://www.dph.illinois.
gov/covid19/travel.

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 
launched a new coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19) 
travel map to help inform 
residents of potential risks 
associated with traveling 
during the pandemic.  

The map indicates coun-
tries and U.S. states with in-
creased risk of COVID-19 
based on case rates.

“Travel may increase 
the chance of becoming 
infected and spreading CO-
VID-19,” said IDPH direc-
tor Dr. Ngozi Ezike in a 
news release. 

“To help inform resi-
dents where they might 
be at greater risk of be-
ing exposed to COVID-19 
when they travel, IDPH 
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We are excited to welcome Brent 
Goforth to the Anna-Jonesboro 

National Bank family!

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

Brent will serve as an 
Assistant Vice President 
and Loan Officer.

He is a lifelong 
resident of Anna 
where he and his wife, 
AliceAnn, reside. Brent 
has 6 years of experience 
in the Financial Services 
Industry.

 We are confident that 
Brent will be a great 
asset to our team!

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999

34-37G

WANTED
PRN Therapist needed for unique Geriatric 
Intensive Outpatient Program opening in 
Anna, IL and Red Bud, IL. Master’s degree 
in Social Work or related counseling field 
is required. Must possess an LCSW, LSW, 
or LCPC license in Illinois. Two-three years 
of experience of clinical experience with 
seniors, extensive group work, hospital 
or nursing facility preferred. To apply visit 
our website at https://www.psychmc.com/
careers/ 26GTFN

A-JCHS announces update to schedule
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-

nity High School has shared 
an update on the start of the 
2020-2021 academic year.

The update was an-
nounced in a press release 
which was posted Aug. 21 
on the school’s website:

Good afternoon,
We have nearly completed 

our first week of the 2020-21 
school year. Certainly there 
have been unique challenges 
to the start of this year, and 
although it’s unlike any 
we’ve ever known, it has 
been a true joy to see many 
of our students in person 
and be in contact with others 
remotely.

All of us – administra-
tion, faculty, staff, students, 
parents, and the community 
– are learning as we go, 
and doing so on a daily, if 
not hourly, basis. As we 
indicated in our Return to 
School Plan and Return to 
School FAQ document, as-
pects of the plan are subject 
to change.

As the week has pro-
gressed and we’ve deter-
mined that we have about 
20% of our student popula-
tion participating in remote 
learning only, one of the 
things that we’ve learned 
is that we anticipate that an 
hour and a half each day will 
not be an adequate amount 
of time for teachers to ef-
fectively handle the duties 
associated with teaching 
their remote only learners.

Collaboratively, teachers 
and administration put much 
thought and careful consid-
eration into what would be 
the most prudent way to 
address this issue. 

Family practice provider 
joins Convenient Care Clinic

Registered nurse Cassy 
Coleman has joined the Con-
venient Care Clinic at Union 
County Hospital in Anna as 
a family practice provider.

Coleman has seven years 
of experience in orthope-
dics/general surgery, labor 
and delivery/antepartum/
pospartum/nursery, and 
family practice, including 
pediatrics.

She is a family nurse prac-
titioner graduate of South-
east Missouri State Univer-
sity in Cape Girardeau.

The solution at which we 
arrived is that we will not 
have our blended learning 
students attend in-person 
every other Monday. This 
change in the Return to 
School Plan will promote 
the equity of the education 
process for all of our stu-
dents and allow teachers to 
more effectively engage our 
remote learners in particular.

The original school cal-
endar had Group 1 (A-K) of 
our blended learners attend-
ing in person class on this 
upcoming Monday (August 
24) and Group 2 (L-Z) at-
tending in person class on 
Monday, August 31, and 
subsequently attending on 
an alternating basis. 

This change will mean 
that all of our students will 
be participating in remote 
learning on all Mondays, 
and none of our students 
will be attending in-person 
classes on Mondays (except 
in special circumstances).

Additionally, this change 
will put our schedule in line 
with Jonesboro and Anna 
elementary schools, and will 
create a more consistent cal-
endar for our families with 
children in multiple schools. 
We hope this consistency 
helps our families in those 
situations.

To reiterate, A-JCHS will 
not have in person atten-
dance on Mondays. This 
change is effective immedi-
ately, meaning the next day 
of in-person attendance for 
our Group 1 students will be 
Tuesday, August 25. 

Blended learning students 
will attend on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and Group 2 will 

Coleman will provide 
primary care, ranging from 
preventative services to the 
management of chronic con-
ditions.  

She is accepting new pa-
tients. Primary care will be 
provided by appointment 
only.  

The Convenient Care 
Clinic is located at 517 N. 
Main St. in Anna.

To learn how to schedule 
an appointment, call 833-
2295 or visit unionconve-
nientcare.com.

Misty hills in Southern Illinois
Distant hills in the Southern Illinois landscape appeared to be fading in the mist on a recent summer afternoon. The photograph was taken at the Cliff 

View Park in Alto Pass.

attend on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. All students will 
participate in remote learn-
ing on all Mondays.

Lunch will still be avail-
able to students on Mon-
days, and will be so from 
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Students 
will need to come to the 

school to get a lunch.
We appreciate your pa-

tience and cooperation in 
working with us as we 
balance the need of keeping 
our students and staff safe 
and the need to provide a 
quality education for our 
students.

Legislator backs additional
funds for U.S. Postal Service

U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, 
R-Ill., said he voted to fund 
the U.S. Postal Service with 
an additional $25 billion to 
manage challenges posed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the anticipated surge in 
votes by mail in the upcom-
ing presidential election.

“I’ve consistently sup-
ported the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice and worked to ensure 
that it has the resources 
necessary to fulfill its con-
stitutional mission,” Bost 
said in a news release. 

“While Congress ap-

proved additional funding 
today with my support, I 
still share President Trump’s 
concerns over the process 
in place for counting an 
unprecedented number of 
votes by mail. 

“We’ve already seen bal-
lots go uncounted in primary 
races this year due to poor 
planning by local election 
officials and it would be a 
disaster for this country if it 
happened during a compet-
itive presidential election.”

Bost has opposed planned 
service cuts, proposals to 
end Saturday delivery and 
the closure of rural postal 
facilities. 

In May, Bost joined 20 
other House Republicans in 
urging the party’s leadership 
to include $25 billion in 
emergency funding for the 
U.S. Postal Service in future 
COVID-19 legislation

Union County Hospital
offering new program 
for Parkinson’s patients

The therapy services de-
partment at Union County 
Hospital in Anna is offering 
a new therapy program for 
Parkinson’s patients and 
those suffering from other 
neurological conditions.  

The hospital shared in a 
news release that the inten-
sive therapy program con-
sists of four training sessions 
per week for four weeks.

The program includes 
speech therapy, occupational 
therapy and physical therapy. 

Specialty trained thera-
pists from Union County 
Hospital recently completed 
training and certification 
in the Lee Silverman Voice 
Treatment, LSVT, Big and 
Loud Therapy program.

The program consists of 
targeted therapy exercises 
that focus on improving 
speech and mobility in Par-
kinson’s patients.  

“We are excited to offer 
the LSVT Big and Loud 
program at Union Coun-
ty Hospital,” said Amanda 
Hall. Hall is therapy services 
director at the Anna hospital.

“Our therapists will fol-
low an intensive treatment 
protocol customized to meet 
individual needs with the 
overall goal of improving 
function.”

Parkinson’s disease is 
a neurodegenerative brain 
disorder that affects the por-
tion of the brain that controls 
movement.  

Symptoms can include 
tremor, rigidity, difficulty 
walking and cognitive de-
cline.  

Those with the disease 
often have speech and move-
ment difficulties.  As the 
disease progresses, these 
difficulties become more 
evident.    

According to the Parkin-
son’s Foundation, there are 
nearly 1 million people liv-
ing with Parkinson’s disease, 
with more than 10 million 
people worldwide living 
with the disease.  

For more information 
about the program, con-
tact Union County Hospital 
Therapy Services at 833-
9694.  

Soil, water
district plans
fall fish sale

The Union County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District is taking orders for 
its fall season fish sale.

The delivery date is 
scheduled for 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 3, at the Union 
County USDA Service Cen-
ter, which is located at 201 
Springfield Ave. in Anna.

The following species of 
fish will be available:

Channel catfish, 4 to 6 
inches, 6 to 8 inches. Large-
mouth bass, 3 inch. Bluegill, 
2 to 3 inches, 3 to 5 inches.

Red ear, 3 to 4 inches. Fat 
head minnows, 150/pound. 
Triploid grass carp, 8 inch 
to 11 inches.

Orders are to be placed 
with the Union County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District by Friday, Sept. 18.

For more information, or 
to place an order, call the 
district office at 833-5666, 
extension 3.

Stocking information is 
available by contacting 
Andry’s Fish Farm LLC at 
812-389-2448.

Anna Arts Center schedules
auditions for upcoming play

The Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council’s Anna Arts Center 
plans to have auditions for 
an upcoming theatrical pro-
duction.

The arts center is planning 
to present “The Decade That 
Roared” Oct. 2-4.

The play will focus on 
the music of the period of 
the 1920s (known as the 
“Roaring ‘20s”), the history 
of Prohibition  and women 
winning the vote with the 
19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. 

Cody Acklin will direct the 
play. Dr. Lynn Steveson, who 
wrote the script, will be the 
production coordinator. 

Auditions were planned 
Wednesday, Aug. 26, and are 
also scheduled from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, today, at 
the arts center’s main theatre 
building at 125 W. Davie St. 
in Anna.

Those who want to audi-
tion are asked to be prepared 
to sing 16 bars of a song and/
or perform a short mono-
logue.  

There are lots of speaking 
parts. They need folks of all 
ages, from junior and senior 
high school though adults. A 
first read through is sched-
uled Sept. 3. A  good  “tap  
dancing soloist” also is being 
sought.

For information about 
“The Decade that Roared,”  
contact Cody Acklin at  618-
697-8399 or  Lynn Steveson 
at 618-697-2334.
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A-J girls’, boys’ golf
teams open seasons

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ and boys’ golf teams 
were scheduled to open 
their seasons this week.

Girls’ Golf Team
Head coach Brandon 

Bierstedt said the Lady 
Wildcats team will be 
built around junior Marlee 
Smith.

Others expected to con-
tribute are seniors Mary 
Jane Cavaness, Victoria 
Bittle and Kiersten Wright; 
junior Madi Hawk and 
sophomores Reese Reyn-
olds and Addi Hadley.

Freshmen hopefuls are 
Alyson Hasty, Riley Cruse 
and Tori Ralls.

Bierstedt thinks the team 
should average scoring in 
the 180 to 190 range.

“The girls are excited to 
get going,” Bierstedt said.

The  Lady Wildca ts 
opened their season Tues-
day against West Frankfort 
and are at home Thursday, 
today, against Goreville.

Boys’ Golf team
The boys’ golf team re-

turns all players from last 
season, with the exception 
of graduate Peter Hauser, 
who advanced to the Class 
1A state tournament last 
year.

Leading the way among 

Coach Ron
book signing
set in Anna

Coach Ron Fulenwider 
will be having a “Book 
Signing” Aug. 29 at the 
First Christian Church off 
Mallard Lane in Anna. The 
book signing will be from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

The book signing will 
be in conjunction with a 
fund raising event for a 
church family member in 
need of assistance due to 
a major health issue. The 
funds raised will help with 
incidental costs associated 
with the disease.

The book title is “Mem-
ory Lane.” All the proceeds 
from the sale of the book 
will go to the family men-
tioned. 

Those who have been 
invi ted to s ign books 
are those athletes who 
have gone on to earn All-
State High School, All-
South and All-American, 
All-Conference, All-Aca-
demic honors at the colle-
giate level.

Others will be featured 
who have made an impact 
in society. Their accom-
plishments will be fea-
tured in the book. 

Seasons open 
for A-J cross 
country teams

School sports action
High school baseball, as well as junior high school softball and junior high 

school baseball, were played in recent days at Union County schools.

Jonesboro hosted Century in a junior high school softball game which was 
played Thursday, Aug. 20. Photo by Tiffiny Dillow for The Gazette-Democrat.

Jonesboro’s Aidan McFadden beats the throw to first in a junior high school 
baseball game which was played Wednesday, Aug. 19. Jonesboro hosted 
Cobden in the game. Photo by Tiffiny Dillow for The Gazette-Democrat.

The Cobden High School baseball team hosted Wayne City in a game 
which was played Friday evening, Aug. 21. Prior to the game, the Union 
County school announced on social media that anyone who was planning 
to attend the game would need to bring their own chair. The school district 
encouraged all fans to maintain social distance and reminded them to stay 
home if they feel sick or have any of the symptoms of COVID-19. The district 
added: “When present at the game fans are expected to wear a mask at all 
times. During baseball games home fans will be asked to sit behind the right 
field and center field fence. The visiting teams fans will be asked to sit along 
the left field line. The grand stand behind home plate will be used as extended 
dugouts for the players and will be off limits to all fans.”

Sports Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
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A-J Football Team Begins Practice
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School football 

practice for the 1970-71 season began Wednesday, Aug. 
26.

Football practice is being held before and after school. 
Practice sessions are being held for all high school students 
interested in playing football this year.

This year there are five seniors and 12 juniors returning 
to the varsity squad.

An interview with Coach Ron Gray concerning his 
hopes and aspirations for the football season will be 
published. The names of the returning seniors and juniors 
will also be published.

The Wildcat football season opens September 18, with 
a home game against Carterville.

A soap game will be held Friday, Sept. 11.
***

This past week was one full of action and surprises in 
Union County Softball League action.

State Farm, who had a better than average opportunity 
to gain a game on the merchants, stayed a game and a half 
ahead by losing one of three contests.

***
In (the) Tri-County Midget League, age 11-13, Wolf 

Lake Cyanamid won first place with a record of 10-2 in 
softball play last week.

Danny Tellor’s All Stars beat Zimmerman’s Wildcats 
Friday, Aug. 21, by a score of 15 to 14. This is a younger 
group of baseball players.

What’s going to happen
on Friday nights this fall?

By Mike Estel
The high school football 

season normally gets start-
ed about now each season 
with practice beginning 
preparing for those Friday 
night campaigns.

However, because of the 
pandemic during early 2020, 
the high school football sea-
son has been postponed until 
early spring of 2021.

What’s going to happen 
now on Friday nights with 
players, fans and coaches 
as the IHSA officials have 
put their cherished game 
on hold?

Fans, athletes, as well 
as coaches, will just have 
to find something else to 
occupy their time on those 
Friday nights this fall. This 
could be anything from 
watching television, enjoy-
ing a good novel or begin-
ning a new hobby.

Besides high school foot-
ball being postponed, sev-
eral colleges throughout the 
country (including Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale and Southeast Missouri 
State University at Cape Gi-
rardeau, Mo.) seasons have 
also been postponed. So, it’s 
not just the high school level 
that’s being affected.

I know it’s not going to 

be easy for some of those 
diehard fans, including 
yours truly, but remember 
high school and college 
football is not gone forever.

The sport will return in 
just several months and will 
be played during a different 
time of the year. People will 
just have to adjust to those 
changes and hope there is 
a cure for this spreading 
pandemic by then.

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
girls’ and boys’ cross coun-
try teams were scheduled to 
open their seasons early this 
week with events slated in 
Pinckneyville.

Girls’ Cross Country
A-J cross country coach 

Matt Denny said the girls’ 
team will build around 
sophomore Brodie Den-
ny, who advanced to the 
Class 1A state cross country 
meet last season. She was 
also a Southern Illinois 
River-to-River Mississippi 
Division and all-sectional 
performer last season.

Denny looks to senior 
Julia Hall as the emotional 
team leader on the squad.

Other team members are 
senior Olivia Bowen, junior 
Marisol Gamora, sopho-
mores Kayle Stover and 
Lily Baker and freshmen 
Shannah Webb, Lakelyn 
Carter and Bree Hazelrigg.

“The kids have been 
working really hard in prac-
tice,” Denny said. “Our 
depth should be okay this 
season.”

After opening at Pinck-
neyville earlier this week, 
the A-J girls are scheduled 
to run again Tuesday, Sept. 
1, at the pre-conference 
meet at Benton.

Boys’ Cross Country
Denny said the A-J boys’ 

cross country squad could 
surprise some people this 
season.

A pair of juniors in 
Jayden Perez and Blake 
Mays lead the Wildcats. 
Both return as Southern Illi-
nois River-to-River Confer-
ence Mississippi Division 
selections.

Other runners on the 
squad are seniors Nick Mc-
Grath and Colby Bowman, 
juniors Yovani Garrillo and 
Beto Vaca Diaz, sopho-
mores T.J. Macy and Mat-
teo Vaca Diaz and freshmen 
Zach Henry, Josh Williams, 
Jason Swink, Daniel Dover 
and Eric Chen.

Denny said Beto Vaca 
Diaz could surprise some 
opponents this season with 
his improvement and the 
freshmen could also add 
depth as well.

“Our freshmen are good 
and can really help us de-
velop at the varsity level,” 
Denny said.

Along with the girls’ 
squad, the A-J boys are 
slated to run again Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, at a pre-conference 
meet at Benton.

the returners is junior Luke 
Lasley, two-time defend-
ing Southern Illinois Riv-
er-to-River Conference 
Mississippi Division cham-
pion.

Other players the team 
will be built around are ju-
niors Gavin Osman, Kam-
den Richardson and Ayden 
Bailey and sophomores 
Jayden Ralls, Timothy Plott 
and Nash Ford.

Senior Andrew Odum, 
who is out for golf for the 
first time, will also be trying 
to make the team.

Freshmen hopefuls are 
Nick Hannon, Stewart Bus-
by, Carter Lannom, Gunnar 
Myers, Tysen Tripp and 
Edward Dahmer.

“We should average 
around 165-170 or more as 
a team,”  Anna golf coach 
Brandon Bierstedt said. 

The pandemic has caused 
several changes

“There’s a lot of changes 
for the Union County Coun-
try Club,” Bierstedt said. 
“Fans will be allowed, but 
they must wear a mask.”

Bierstedt said players 
will wear masks as well.

The Wildcats opened 
their season Tuesday at 
West Frankfort and are 
home Thursday, today, 
against Goreville.
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LAWN CARE 

SERVICES
(618) 833-4956

P.O. Box 232 • Goreville, IL 62939

(618) 995-2670

Dave's Heating, Cooling

    & Electric
24 Hour Service

Residential - Commercial

FREE Estimates - Licensed - Insured

2900 State Route 127 S. • Jonesboro, IL

(618) 833-6400

David Agne, Owner

400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL 62952

Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed

Orchard Supplies

Home & Garden

Auto 
WashPhill

ips'

4 Hand Wash and 1 Automatic Bay

164 E. Vienna St. • Anna

GURLEY & SON

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

 Anna, IL Carbondale, IL Metropolis, IL

 833-5211 457-1922 524-8511

Carlos Gurley 
Bumper Gurley

Alex N. Belcher
Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker

400 New Hope Road

Buncombe, IL 62912www.ollisauction.com

Office: (618) 833-2227

Toll Free: (800) 272-9791

Fax: (618) 833-3377

Email: alex@ollisauction.com

This spot can 
be yours! Call

833-2158 today!

Terry & Tina Riley • P.O. Box 127 • Anna, IL 62906

618-833-9225 • Parts Dept. 800-329-2632

Family Owned & Operated

We PRINT to please . . . (618) 833-1883 ext. 24
t-shirts • sport bags • sweat-suit garments

team uniforms • school collectibles

sign products and more!

pleasing our

customers for 

over 10 years!

Open:

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Custom Processing and Retail Meats

Deer Processing October 1 through January 30

Jason Martin, Owner

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906 • 833-5986

Try advertising on our 

"Business Board"

Let us make a difference 

for your business!

Runners at the park
Traditionally, the Anna City Park would have been a very busy place as the month of August came 

to an end. The park is the home of the annual Union County Fair. The fair was scheduled to take place 
this week. However, due to the impact of the ongoing coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 fair 
was canceled. Activities could be seen during a visit last Friday evening, including baseball on Kiwanis 
Field and young runners passing in front of the Henry Dillow Grandstand as they made their way around 
the track at the park. The track is used for harness racing during the fair. 

Grant will boost understanding of rural policy 
issues for students studying social work at SIU

Social work students at 
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale will learn 
more about the importance 
of policies, legislation and 
regulations thanks to a grant 
that will help them better 
understand rural policy 
issues.

Sarah Buila, associate 
professor of social work 
and graduate program di-
rector, and Paul Brinker, 
graduate field coordinator, 
recently received a grant 
from the Council on Social 
Work Education, CSWE, 
for training workshops for 
both undergraduate and 
graduate students. 

The nearly $10,000 grant 

will also go toward a speak-
er series and allow students 
to participate in Illinois 
Advocacy Day.

“This grant helps our pro-
grams prepare our students 
to be true to the profession 
of social work and engage 
in policy practice – that is 
social work practice that 
aims to improve policies 
that impact our most vul-
nerable clients,” Buila said. 

“Our hope is that some 
students will be inspired to 
choose careers in policy de-
velopment and advocacy.”

The funding originated 
from the New York Com-
munity Trust as part of 
the organization’s Policy 

Practice in Field Education 
Initiative.

The initiative’s goal is 
providing support for social 
work programs in devel-
oping policy-focused field 
education and community 
engagement projects to give 
undergraduate and graduate 
social work students oppor-
tunities to increase their 
policy skill sets.  

Brinker said the CSWE 
Policy grant is a collabora-
tive endeavor between social 
work and the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute “that 
will serve to increase our 
ability to strengthen students’ 
knowledge and understand-
ing of public policy.” 

Area students receive degrees at Southeast
Southeas t  Missour i 

State University in Cape 
Girardeau has announced 
spring 2020 graduates.

Students from the Union 
County area were among 
the spring graduates.

The graduates, as pro-
vided by the university, 
included:

Balyie Denny, Anna, 
bachelor of science degree, 
with a major in biology/
biomedical sciences op-
tion.

Jada Hudson, Anna, 
bachelor of science degree 
in education, with a major 
in elementary education.

Kelsie Jansen, Anna, 
bachelor of science degree 

Historic preservation tax 
credit recipients announced

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, 
IDNR, recently announced 
the third round of recipi-
ents of the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Tax Credit 
Program.

The program is a state-
wide historic preservation 
incentive that encourages 
private investment in histor-
ic properties across Illinois.

The state tax credit pro-
gram gives priority to build-
ings that are in low-income 
census tracts, federally de-
clared disaster areas, and 
counties that border a state 
with a competitive state-
wide historic tax credit. 

Buildings that were once 
owned by a governmental 
entity and whose develop-
ment partnership includes 
a Community Development 
Entity, a low-profit organi-
zation, or a not-for-profit 
organization also are given 
priority for an allocation.

Four building rehabil-
itation projects received 
allocations for state income 
tax credits in the first of 
this year’s two application 
rounds. 

The projects  are  in 
Bloomington, Moline, Mt. 
Carroll and Chicago.

The Illinois Historic 
Preservation Tax Credit 
Program is administered 
by the IDNR State Historic 
Preservation Office.

The program is available 
to owners of historic struc-
tures who undertake certi-
fied rehabilitations making 
them eligible for a tax credit 
of 25 percent of their qual-
ified rehabilitation costs up 
to $3 million per project. 

Credits are limited to 
a total of $15 million in 
allocations per year, with a 
total of $75 million in tax 
credits available over the 
five years that the program 
is to be in effect.

in nursing, with a major in 
nursing.

Noah Prater, Anna, grad-
uated magna cum laude, 
bachelor of science degree 
in education, with a ma-
jor in physical education 
K-12.

Lydia Kaufman, Bun-
combe, graduated cum 
laude, bachelor of science 
degree in business admin-
istration, with a major in 
business administration.

Clare Bunyan, Cobden, 
graduated cum laude, bach-
elor of science degree in 
family and sciences educa-
tion, with a major in fam-
ily and consumer science 
education.

Jessica Elkins, Dongola, 
bachelor of science degree 
in education, with a major 
in early childhood educa-
tion.

Drew McLane, Jones-
boro, graduated summa 
cum laude, bachelor of sci-
ence degree, with a major in 
agribusiness/plant and soil 
science option.

Tara Morgan, Jonesboro, 
graduated cum laude, bach-
elor of general studies de-
gree, with a major in gen-
eral studies.

Rhonda Schmidt, Jones-
boro, graduated magna cum 
laude, bachelor of science 
degree in nursing, with a 
major in nursing.
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138 E. Vienna
Anna

833-2171

Shawn McMahan, Agent
521 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 833-4721

Wright Bros. LLC  d/b/a Rod's Towing 
24 Hour Roadside Service • Light and Heavy Duty Towing/Recovery

"THe Legacy conTinueS"
crystal gurley, owner • 2297 State Rt. 146 West

Jonesboro • 833-5937

State Farm agent - Brad Donna
102 W. Broad St. • Jonesboro • 833-6021

State Farm is there for life®
State Farm™ Life Insurance Company Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.

Jonesboro • 833-6521

407 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
618-833-4777

We gladly accept Link, WIC, MasterCard, Visa, American Express, 
Discover, Debit Cards, Cash and Checks with proper ID.

603 East Broad St. • PO Box 896
Jonesboro, IL 62952 • 833-1725

Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Union County
Market

Brad's Collision 
Works & Towing

511 east Vienna, anna
833-3102

24/7 
Towing

300 Leigh Dr.
Anna

833-8592

Jim Carter tire
508 E. Vienna St. • Anna

833-6316

Charlotte Clover LUTCF, Financial Representative
404B East Vienna St. • Anna, IL 62906

618-833-8100 • charlotte.clover@countryfinancial.com

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road, Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064

800-626-6046 • 618-833-5498
P.O. Box 136, Wolf Lake, IL 62998

www.sewlparts.com

201 South Main • anna, iL  • 618-833-8506 • 512 e. Vienna St. • anna, iL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh ave. • anna, iL • 618-833-4546 • 1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

100 E. Vienna • 833-2151

Anna • 833-5211
Carbondale • 457-1922

Crosswalks and parking spaces were re-
lined Monday, Aug. 17, on South Green Street, 
across from Anna Junior High School/Davie 
School. Anna city employee Lonnie Lewis was 
operating the stripe machine. Bill Sharp was 
using a blower to keep the pavement clear. 

According to re-
search by the National 
Safety Council, most of 
the children who lose 
their lives in bus-related 
incidents are 4 to 7 
years old, and they’re 
walking. 

They are hit by the 
bus, or by a motor-
ist illegally passing a 
stopped bus. 

A few precautions 
go a long way toward 
keeping children safe:

Don’t block the 
crosswalk when stopped 
at a red light or waiting 
to make a turn, forcing 
pedestrians to go around 
you; this could put them 
in the path of moving 
traffic.

In a school zone 
when flashers are blink-

Sharing the road with 
young pedestrians

ing, stop and yield to 
pedestrians crossing the 
crosswalk or intersec-
tion.

Always stop for a 
school patrol officer or 
crossing guard holding 
up a stop sign.

Take extra care to 
look out for children in 
school zones, near play-
grounds and parks, and 
in all residential areas.

Don’t honk or rev 
your engine to scare a 
pedestrian, even if you 
have the right of way.

Never pass a vehicle 
stopped for pedestrians.

Always use extreme 
caution to avoid striking 
pedestrians wherever 
they may be, no mat-
ter who has the right of 
way.

You may need to 
add more time to your 
commute, because when 
buses stop to pick up stu-
dents, other drivers need 
to stop, too.

Yellow flashing lights 
mean slow down...don’t 
speed up...because the 
bus is preparing to stop. 
There are likely students 
waiting to get on the bus 
or parents waiting nearby 
to pick up children. 

Red flashing lights 
mean stop...and wait at 
least 20 feet behind the 
bus...because children 

Stop for school buses
are getting on or off the 
school bus. Stay stopped 
until the red lights stop 
flashing, the extended 
stop-arm is withdrawn, 
and the bus begins mov-
ing.

Even when lights 
aren’t flashing, watch 
for children, particu-
larly in the morning or 
mid-afternoon, around 
school arrival and dis-
missal times. Be alert as 
you back out of a drive-
way, or drive through a 
neighborhood, school 
zone or bus stop.

Schools often have 
very specific drop-
off procedures for the 
school year. Make sure 
you know them for the 
safety of all kids. The 
following apply to all 
school zones:

Don’t double park; 

If you are dropping off
it blocks visibility for 
other children and ve-
hicles.

Don’t load or unload 
children across the street 
from the school.

Carpool to reduce the 
number of vehicles at 
the school.
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City of Anna
Mayor,

CoMMissioners and 
City eMployees

400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL • 833-2494

A & G Automotive
109 Transcraft Drive • Anna, IL

(618) 833-8755

Anna• 833-6272
Rodney Henry, Agent

521 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 833-4721
Home: (618) 833-4248 • Fax: (618) 833-2292

T&I Office Equipment
102 S. Main, Anna • 833-8004

Celisha Merriman, OD  Trevor Crabtree, OD
Paul C. Jacobs, O.D., F.A.C.O.P.  Jessie Crabtree, OD

316 S. Main • anna (618) 833-3777

HOUSE WASH &
ROOF WASH

Spray the Nation
Soft Wash and Pressure Washing

Call 618-614-9906

Check us out on facebook at SprayTheNation

A community health center specializing in
comprehensive care for the entire family.

Five sites to serve you in Anna, Dongola,
Goreville, Metropolis and Vienna.

Providers with specialties in:
	 •	Family	Medicine	 	 •	Obstetrics
	 •	Gynecology	 	 •	Pediatrics
	 •	Psychiatry	 	 •	Dentistry

Open Monday-Friday 8:30 to 5:00 • Evening hours available
Saturday hours from 8:00 to 2:00 at the Anna Medical Clinic

New patients welcome.
No income, age or residency requirements for service.

Call (618) 833-4471 to schedule an appointment.
EOE

513 North Main • Anna, Illinois

P.O. Box 548 • Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-8551

 The Illinois State 
Board of Education, 
ISBE, and the Illinois 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, IEMA, 
are distributing 2.5 
million free cloth face 
coverings to public 
schools around the 
state. 

The free masks en-
sure every child may 
access the learning 
opportunities provided 
by their school, re-
gardless of their abil-
ity to purchase a face 
covering or make one 
at home.

The state has 
procured 2.5 million 
cloth masks to equip 
every student and staff 
member in all Illinois 
public schools. 

ISBE and IEMA 
have shipped 2.3 mil-
lion to schools to date. 
ISBE and IEMA also 
are distributing face 
shields that school 
personnel and students 
may wear in addition 
to the cloth masks for 
increased protection. 

Wearing appropri-
ate personal protective 
equipment, PPE, in-

Free cloth face coverings distributed to schools
cluding face coverings, 
is a requirement for 
all individuals when 
learning or working 
in-person in Illinois 
schools this fall.

“Medical experts 
have determined that 
wearing face coverings 
is essential to safely 
reopen our schools for 
in-person instruction,” 
said Illinois State 
Superintendent of 
Education Dr. Carmen 
I. Ayala. 

“We encourage 
schools to commu-
nicate with students 

and families about the 
importance of wear-
ing their face covering 
to protect themselves, 
their neighbors, their 
grandparents and their 
teachers.”

“A face covering 
is a key tool to rein-
troducing our normal 
everyday activities in a 
COVID environment,” 
said IEMA director 
Alicia Tate-Nadeau. 

“By distributing 
these cloth face masks 
to each public-school 
student, teacher, and 
staff, we are provid-

ing the tools each 
district needs to foster 
a healthy and safe edu-
cational setting.”

Providing the free 
cloth masks reduces 
the burden on individ-
ual school districts to 
procure PPE and frees 
up local resources for 
other expenses, state 
officials said.

Public schools can 
request additional PPE 
following the process 
outlined at www.isbe.
net/Documents/PPE-
Info.pdfPDF Docu-
ment.

Amber R. Moreland, Doctor of Optometry
100 Peach Ridge Rd. • Anna, IL 62906 • 833-9208

Talk bus safety
with children

School buses are the 
safest way for children to 
travel to and from school. 
Your child should arrive 
at the bus stop at least 5 
minutes before the bus is 
scheduled to arrive. Teach 
them to play it SAFE:

Stay five steps away 
from the curb.

Always wait until the 
bus comes to a complete 
stop and the bus driver 
tells you to board.

Face forward after 
finding a seat on the bus.

Exit the bus when it 
stops and look left-right-
left for cars before cross-
ing a street.

On most roads, 
bicyclists have the same 
rights and responsi-
bilities as vehicles, but 
bikes can be hard to see. 

Children riding bikes 
create special problems 
for drivers because usu-
ally they are not able 
to properly determine 
traffic conditions. 

The most common 
cause of collision is a 
driver turning left in 
front of a bicyclist.

When passing a 
bicyclist, proceed in the 
same direction slowly, 
and leave 3 feet be-
tween your car and the 

Sharing road with bicyclists
cyclist.

When turning left 
and a bicyclist is ap-
proaching in the oppo-
site direction, wait for 
the rider to pass.

If you’re turning 
right and a bicyclists 
is approaching from 
behind on the right, let 
the rider go through the 
intersection first, and 
always use your turn 
signals.

Watch for bike riders 
turning in front of you 
without looking or sig-
naling; children espe-
cially have a tendency 
to do this.

Be extra vigilant in 
school zones and resi-
dential neighborhoods.

Watch for bikes com-
ing from driveways or 
behind parked cars.

Check side mirrors 
before opening your 
door.

By exercising a little 
extra care and caution, 
drivers and pedestrians 
can co-exist safely in 
school zones.

Cars can be seen in the parking lot at Anna-Jonesboro Community High School as the 2020-2021 academic year begins.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Visiting Anna
It was good to see Chris 

Yana while she and Bob and 
children were here in Anna 
from Iowa visiting family 
and helping them move.

Birthday Celebration
Lynn Wright Heisner cel-

ebrated her birthday with a 
dinner at Red Lobster with 
her family. Roses from 
Fawn and another dinner 
with her niece, gifts, cards 
and many birthday wishes.

Murphysboro Trip
Linda Starr took her aunt 

Edna Eastwood and friend 
Carol Gordon to Murphys-
boro to see Edna’s sister Pat 
Clutts and Carol's friend she 
hadn’t seen since they were 
16. They enjoyed reminisc-
ing over years passed.

Texas Trip
Melissa McCord, Bryan 

and Isaac Edwards made a 
trip to Texas to pick up their 
mother and grandmother 
Kay Phillips who has been 
visiting her son and family.

Sympathy
So sad to hear of the 

passing of Jan Winn of Jan’s 
House of Flowers. She was 
a blessing to everyone who 
knew her, an asset to our 
city. 

I will never forget how 
beautiful her shop was and 
especially when the fl orists 
used to have the open hous-
es the day after Thanks-
giving. Sympathy to her 
family.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Sympathy to the family 
of Elizabeth Corbit. Eliz-

Taking orders for the new Annabelle sign for 
your yard that will be used for the Annabelle trail 
next year at the Annabelle Fest. If you would want 
to be on the trail and want a sign please send me 
an email at marthanews@frontier.com with your 
address and phone number. The 10-inch by 14-inch 
aluminum sign has a printed vinyl overlay. Signs 
are $15 each.

Lisa Haney, Gina Loughridge and Patty Kelly organized a peaceful 
rally to bring awareness in support of Stopping Human Traffi cking and 
SaveOurChildren in the parking lot in front of Shawnee Community College 
Friday night.

Carol Gordon  and Edna Eastwood visited Pat 
Clutts in Murphysboro. It had been 66 years since 
Carol and Pat had seen each other.

Maddox Miller from 
L ick  Creek  School 
r e c e i v e d  h i s  2 0 1 9 
baseball all conference 
award and was in the 5th 
grade. He received his 
award late because of 
the COVID. He is in 6th 
grade now.

Tara Heinzmann celebrated her birthday with her 
parents Terri and Rick Bryant and family Aug. 21.

abeth touched so many 
lives teaching her school 
children, at church, in plays 
at the Anna Art Center and 
many other places. 

She was a blessing to all 
those who knew her. She 
will be missed. The family 
appreciated the meal pre-
pared for them. A special 
thanks to Dean for bring-
ing everyone eggs Sunday 
morning.

Sunday morning Rev. 
Tim Gossett’s sermon was 
from the book of Matthew 
16: 13-20. Who do you 
say that Jesus is? Jesus is 
the Messiah, The Son of 
the Living God, and from 
Romans, chapter 10.  

Dr. Charles Halterman 
said a prayer for Rev. Tim 
before his sermon and our 
Lord’s Prayer was said. 

Beautiful songs were by 
Carla and Marcy, Some-
thing Good is Going to 
Happen to You!, My Hope 
Is Built, Here I am Lord. 

Rev. Tim said there are 
many ways to give to our 
Lord: money, funeral meals, 
Loaves and Fishes free food 
drive by and helping other 
people in need. 

Friday Friendship and 
Sewing will meet. Wednes-
day the men’s prayer group 
meets of a morning. The 
women’s prayer group 
meets at 1 p.m.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

Birthdays:  Aug. 24 Doug 
Hileman, Aug. 26 Robert 
Poole, Aug. 28 Willard 
Blevins Jr., Lauren Jackson 
and Lydia Jerrell,  Aug. 29  
Charles Goforth and Sharon 
Marquis. 

There will be a Love 
Packages Mission Trip 
Sept. 18-19. The bus will 
leave at 5:45 p.m. Cost is 
$10. Sign up sheet and more 
information in the Missions 
Corner. 

Momma Lou’s Crafters 
will meet Thursday, at 6:30 
p.m., in FLC room 151. 
This month’s project is a tall 
jar candle featuring burlap 
fl owers.

Operation Christmas 
Child collection for August 
is head and hair accessories.

The CCBA annual men’s 
fi sh fry is planned Saturday, 
Sept. 12, at the Barn Event 
Center on Lick Creek Road. 
3 p.m. fellowship (corn 
hole, horseshoes games) 5 
p.m. meal. Cost is $10 and 
CDC guidelines will be 
observed and please wear 
a mask.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
continued his sermon se-

ries: Set Apart, Pursuing 
Personal Holiness. How 
God Makes Us Holy from 
John, chapter 3, verses 
1-16. 

Anna Heights is still con-
tinuing to have online prayer 
and Bible study Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. In house worship 
Sunday mornings at 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. and online 
service on Facebook and 
YouTube at 10:30 a.m.

News from Texas
I received a nice email 

from Louise Pitts, former-
ly from Anna, who wrote 
about Tessie Clemens, who 
used to write the Anna 
news. 

Louise’s sister Ada Ann 
Dillow was married to Tes-
sie’s son Rev. Dale Cle-
mens. 

Louise received a writing 
from her niece Kim Cle-
mens Martin that her dad 
wrote 30 years ago. Dale 
passed away in 2009 and 
his daughter Kim is going 
through some of his writ-
ings, and sent this to Louise. 

Louise wanted me to 
share it. She was so im-
pressed with it because it 
speaks of what our country 
is going through today. 

Louise says she thinks 
what our country needs 
today is respect. She says 
every time she turns on 
her TV there is disrespect 
going on everywhere about 
everything. 

Dale Clemens grew up in 
Grand Tower when his par-
ents lived there. His parents 
lived in Anna during their 
older years and attended 
Anna First Baptist Church. 

Rev. Dale Clemens says 
make this the year of re-
spect. So in everything, do 
to others what you would 
have them do to you, for 
this sums up the law and 
the prophets. Matthew 7:12. 

Last year leaves us with 
many needs worldwide. 
World hunger, poverty, war, 
hatred, bloodshed and eter-
nal damnation seem to have 
found an endless source of 
supply. 

If I could have one wish 
for this next year, it would 
be to make it the year of 
respect. Many needs in our 
world come because of a 
basic lack of respect. If our 
Master taught us anything 
about relationships, it is that 
we are to respect each other. 

The need to exercise 
power and control over each 
other is possible because of 
lack of basic respect. We 
do not want to control the 
people for whom we have 
respect. Proper respect al-
lows us to accept each oth-
er. It will even give way to 
differences. 

Respect of one’s mate for 
the other maintains faith-
fulness in attitude as well 
as action. 

Respect for others elimi-
nates the desire to rob, steal 
and murder. Respect is the 
bridle that holds the tongue 
in line and eliminates gos-
sip and backbiting. 

Respect carries with it 
an atmosphere of awe and 
esteem. Respect can eas-
ily be called the frame on 
which God has hinged the 
Ten Commandments. 

Respect is the musical 
score on which the Master 
has composed His sym-
phony for the two greatest 
commandments of loving 
God and each other. 

When Jesus Christ is giv-
en the Lordship of a life, He 
opens the spiritual eyes to 
see others as persons. When 
we have proper respect for 
God, we do not want to take 
His place in the lives of 
others by exercising false 
power over them. 

When respect is allowed 
to permeate our lives, we 
gladly take on the servant 
role to which we have been 
called. 

If I had the ability to ask 
God to remove any one 
thing from our world, I 
would ask to remove our 
basic disrespect to some-
how remove prejudice, 

hatred, envy, strife, indiffer-
ence and the need to control 
each other. 

Come to think of it , that 
is exactly what the Holy 
Spirit has entered our lives 
to do. He is attempting to 
make us like our Savior. 
That is what it means to be 
born again. 

If we make this year the 
year of respect, we will 
make it the year of being 
Spirit-fi lled and God used. 

Written by Rev. Dale 
Clemens 30 years ago. 

Thanks for sending this 
to me Louise. It sure does 
fi t our lives and our world 
today. 

Louise says she is doing 
OK and staying in until the 
virus goes away or at least 
gets better. She says ev-
eryone’s lives are changed 
now, but we just need to 
keep praying that life will 
get back to normal soon.

Anna VFW 
Xtreme bar bingo is 

planned on Mondays start-
ing at 7 p.m. The kitchen 
opens at 5:30 p.m. Only 
50 people allowed at this 
time and social distancing 
is set up.  

If you know a family or 
teacher who needs school 
supplies please have them 
contact Linda at 833-7737 
and she will meet them at 
the post. They still have 
several items left. 

The hall can be rented for 
reunions, meetings, holiday 
parties and other special 
events. Stop by and see the 
freshly painted room.

Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans 

Program will be at our 
Anna Cemetery Dec. 19 at 
11 a.m. If you haven’t sent 
money yet for your loved 
one a wreath they are $15. 

We have a lot of veterans 
buried in our Anna cem-
etery who have no living 
family if you would like to 
sponsor one of them.  

The check can be made 

out to Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans and mailed to 
Martha Ann Webb, 118 
W. Monroe St., Anna, Ill. 
62906. You can also drop 
your check off at Anna 
City Hall.

2020 Census
Census Day at Stinson 

Memorial Library on the 
front lawn will be Sept. 
17 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thanks to everyone who 
has fi lled out your census 
but if you haven’t you can 
come to Stinson and fill 
them out there.

Military Prayer List
John Michael Brimm, 

Kaleb Meier, Nathaniel 
Moss, Derek Nelson, Nick 
Pearson, Nate Frankell,  

Alex Gratz, Lukas W. Davis, 
Reagan Morrison, Garrett 
Goins, James McWhorter, 
Jennifer Ann Bishop, Arin 
Whitemountain, Kate-
lynn Williams, Lindsey 
Keene, Jacob Schaefer, 
Jerod Schaefer, Creighton 
Laster, Josh Steveson, Josh 
Williams, Jim Bonner, Nick 
Harvel, Nona Elizabeth 
Luke, Lucas J. Strickland, 
William Nathaniel Fran-
kell, Ethan Maze, Tanner 
Anderson, Hayden Young, 
Kiefer Stull, Davis Jorden 
Glasco, Ryan Hampton, 
Brittany Michelle Lence, 
Killian Jesse, Molly Noyes, 
C.J. Youngerman, Freddy 
Morse.

Check out the Yard Sales
in this week's paper 

and Yard Sale Safely. 
To place yours call 

618-833-2158.

It's yard sale
season!

Need a Ride?
We’re everywhere you want to be!



The Fair...
and what it means to Union County
In the spring of 1954, The Gazette-Democrat reported that the Anna Fair, now 

the Union County Fair, would be interrupted for the first time. The news was an-
nounced in the May 13, 1954, edition of The Gazette-Democrat. In 2020, a pandemic 
has led to an interruption of  the fair for a second time.

The Anna Fair would go on as scheduled in 1955. "Let's Keep The Anna Fair 
– And Always!" "The Fair – What It Means To Union County?' appeared in The 
Gazette-Democrat during, and after, the 1955 fair.

This week's paper features a Union County Fair section. The section offers a 
scrapbook...a look back at recent fairs. We look forward to next year's fair.
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Elizabeth Corbit   
Elizabeth Corbit, 68, of 

Lick Creek, died Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, 2020, at her home.

She was born on April 13, 
1952, the daughter of Stan-
ley and Barbara Bridgeman 
Fears. 

She married Dean Corbit 
on June 9, 1973, in Cobden.

She taught elementary 
school for 34 years. She 
was a member of the Anna 
United Methodist Church. 
She loved performing and all 
things associated with music 
and theatre. Her greatest love 
was her family, especially her 
grandchildren.

She is survived by her husband, Dean of Lick Creek; 
three children, Nelly (Brian) Bolender of Bartlett, Tenn., 
Thomas (Rebecca) Corbit of Lick Creek and Nathan 
(Melissa) Corbit of Vienna; nine grandchildren, Samuel 
Smith, Brinley, Natilyn, Easton, Ayla, Owen, Aubrey, 
Logan and Laney Corbit; her twin sister, Sharon Jackson 
of Troy; her aunt and uncle, Tish (Meredith) Tanner; other 
relatives and many friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents.  
Funeral services for Elizabeth Corbit were at 2 p.m. Sat-

urday, Aug. 22, at the United Missionary Baptist Church in 
Lick Creek, with Pastor Tim Gossett officiating. Interment 
followed in Ebenezer Hall Cemetery in Lick Creek. The 
services were outdoors in the pavilion at the church.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna was in 
charge of arrangements.

Memorials can be made to the Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation or to the Music Ministry at Anna United 
Methodist Church. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Larry D. Clover Sr.
Larry D. Clover Sr., 81, of 

Jonesboro, died at 12:30 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 21, 2020, at St. 
Francis Medical Center in 
Cape Girardeau.

He was born on June 18, 
1939, in McClure, the son of 
Lyman and Pauline Coplin 
Clover.  

He married Linda Darlene 
Pierce on July 6, 1992.

For years, Mr. Clover 
worked as a heavy equipment 
operator for Leonard Bittle 
Construction.  

He was a proud U.S. Army 
veteran and a member of the Valley Mission 
Pentecostal Church. He loved to hunt, fish 
and find interesting things on eBay and 
Amazon.

He is survived by his sons, Larry (Sarah Qualls) Clo-
ver of Wolf Lake and Wade (Christy) Clover of Cape 
Girardeau; daughters Robbin (Scott Mezo) Park of 
Jonesboro, Debra Clover of Anna, Dena (Donnie) Mes-
samore of Anna and Lori Tanner of Missouri; grandkids 
Deja Rohlfing, Koda Abraham, Cameron Clover, Ryleigh 
Clover, Jacob Clover, Haylie Clover, Kayden Barry, 
Kayla Barry, Shaine Barry, Tara Clover, Angela Clover, 
Amber Williams, Donna Messamore, Brandy Patterson, 
Jennifer Tanner, Larry Tanner, Justin Conner, Dougie Park 
and Tyler Park; 25 great-grandchildren; one great-great-
grandchild; a brother, Delbert (Alice) Clover of Balcom; 
nieces and nephews. He had a beloved fur buddy, Blue 
Eyed Devil-Willie Nelson.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Darlene; parents 
and siblings, Donald Clover, Lee Gibson, Owleen Cook 
and Charlotte Burton.

Graveside services were at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 25, 
at Valley Mission Cemetery, with the Rev. Paul Mayberry 
officiating. A flag presentation followed by the Illinois 
National Guard.  

Memorials can be made to Valley Mission Pentecostal 
Church and will be accepted at the funeral home.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro was in charge 
of arrangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Russel Lloyd Healey
Russel Lloyd Healey, 92, 

of Olive Branch, died at 6:07 
a.m. Monday, Aug. 17, 2020, 
at East Bay Rehab in Clear-
water, Fla.

He was born on Jan. 22, 
1928, in Livingston, the son 
of Susan and William Healey.  

He married Betty Jo Farris 
on April 3, 1951, at Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church for 
the Deaf in St. Louis.

Betty and Russel were 
very involved with the Lu-
theran Church for the Deaf 
and the Missouri Synod. 
They enjoyed living in such places as St. Louis, Chicago, 
Canada, Texas and Florida.

He is survived by his sister, June Healey Kreuter of 
Palm Harbor, Fla., and by many loving nieces, nephews 
and very good friends.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Betty Jo; his 
parents; a sister, Evelyn Burniski; and brothers William 
and Donald.

Visitation will be from noon to 1 p.m. Friday, Aug. 28, 
at Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro.  

Funeral services will begin at 1 p.m. at the funeral home, 
with Pastor Mark Willig of Friends in Christ Lutheran 
Church in Morris officiating. Interment will follow in the 
Olive Branch Cemetery.

Groups of 50 people at a time will be allowed in to pay 
their respects. Those attending the visitation and funeral 
service are requested to observe customarily accepted 
social distancing procedures. All who attend are remind-
ed that, in accordance with recently announced State of 
Illinois guidelines, masks or face coverings are required 
in public spaces.

The family extends a very special thank you to the 
employees of East Bay Rehab in Clearwater, Fla.

Memorials can be made to the Lutheran Deaf Mission 
Society, P.O. Box 434038, St. Louis, 
Mo. 63143.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-
boro is in charge of arrangements.

Janet ‘Jan’ E. Winn
Janet “Jan” E. Winn, 72, 

of Anna, suddenly left this 
world mid-morning Tues-
day, Aug. 18, 2020, at Union 
County Hospital in Anna. 

She was born on Feb. 16, 
1948, the daughter of Herbert 
and Ann Cassel Winn at the 
Hale Williard Hospital in 
Anna. 

She graduated from Don-
gola High School in 1966 and 
from there went to work for 
Russell and Virginia Davis 
at Ginny’s Florist in Anna. There, Jan found her calling 
in floral design and in a few short years she purchased 
Ginny’s Florist and renamed the business Jan’s House 
of Flowers. 

She spent timeless hours at the flower shop, sometimes 
day after day and weekend after weekend. 

Whatever the need, she was there for her people.  She 
befriended them to no end. She comforted them in times 
of sorrow and shed tears right along with them, as she 
handled their situation. 

Occasionally she serviced as many as 30 or more fu-
nerals a month. 

Recently, she was asked to again design flowers for a 
couple’s special 50th anniversary; she had done the flo-
ral pieces for the couple’s wedding 50 years prior to the 
special anniversary.

She was self-taught in floristry: it was her business, her 
know. She loved it. She was an excellent floral designer; 
she had an eye for art and was an artist with her flowers, 
with paintings and in stitchery. 

She loved her family and reading. She loved nature in 
all of its abundance and when time allowed she relaxed 
in a quiet country woodsy setting with her dear Homer 
Airdoodle and Sugar Cookie Blue. She was a member of 
Big Creek Baptist Church for many years. 

She will be dearly missed, leaving behind her sister 
Brenda (Mervyn) Tripp of Anna; nephew Eric (Tabitha) 
Tripp of Anna; niece Autumn (Shawn Ward) Funkhouser 
of Metropolis; three special great-nephews, Gavin Tripp, 
Wyatt Funkhouser and Ridge Funkhouser; special grand-
niece Mikaya Kosie Tripp; an aunt and uncle, cousins, a 
special friend Bob, and an abundance of friends, as she 
never knew a stranger. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, her grand-
parents and great-grandparents, aunts and uncles, and 
many friends.

Graveside funeral services were at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 22, at the Anna City Cemetery, with the Rev. LaRue 
Parr officiating. Interment in the Anna City Cemetery 
immediately followed the funeral services.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Howard Powles
Howard Powles, 93, of 

Dongola, and formerly of 
Tamms, died Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, 2020, at the Illinois 
Veterans Home in Anna.

Mr. Powles was born on 
June 30, 1927, the son of 
Roy and Lorene Powles of 
Mill Creek. His passion in 
life was baseball.  

Mr. Powles signed with the 
St. Louis Cardinals and later 
the Brooklyn Dodgers.  He 
was a lifelong Cardinals fan.  

He was a World War II 
veteran, having served in Japan.  

He was a longtime hardware salesman 
and worked for both Belknap Hardware 
and Witte Hardware.  He was also a vol-
unteer firefighter with the Tamms Fire Department.

Mr. Powles is survived by sons Stan (Alison) Powles of 
Golconda and Jeff Powles of Anna; daughter Betty Powles 
of Anna; stepchildren Kerry Hunter, Lisa (Wayne) Downs 
and Kyle (Laura) Hunter; grandchildren Hilary Powles, 
Emily Powles, Fred (April) Terbrak, Martina Terbrak, 
Justin Hunter, Kendra Miller, Kayla Hunter, Dereck 
Hunter, Melissa Lowry and Emily Downs; sisters Louise 
“Tyne” (Bob) Thompson of Mill Creek, Fern Thompson 
of Dongola and Imogene Lynn of Marion; several great- 
and great-great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and 
great-nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his first wife, Mary Ella 
Albright and his second wife, Charlene Hunter Powles; 
daughters Treva Powles and Sandra Terbrak; his parents, 
Roy and Lorene Powles; a sister, Delores “Toots” Wilson; 
a brother, Frank Powles; brothers-in-law Don Lynn and 
Jack Wilson; a granddaughter, Crystal Terbrak, and a 
grandson, Nicholas Downs.

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 22, at 
Crain Funeral Home in Tamms, with the Rev. Brent Gor-
don officiating. Interment was in Beechwood Cemetery 
in Mounds, with full military honors by the Illinois Honor 
Guard and local veterans.

Memorials can be made to the Veterans Honor Flight 
of Southern Illinois and can be mailed to 10400 Terminal 

Dr., Suite 200, Marion, Ill. 62959.
Crain Funeral Home Tamms was in 

charge of arrangements.

Joseph ‘Joe’ Girtman
Joseph “Joe” Girtman, 69, 

of Cobden, died Tuesday, 
Aug. 18, 2020, at Barnes 
Jewish Hospital in St. Louis.

He was born on July 9, 
1951, in Cobden, the son of 
Coy and Dorothy Mae Little 
Girtman. 

He married JoAnn Jerdon 
on Sept. 29, 1972, in Cobden. 

Mr. Girtman led quite a 
remarkable, yet ordinary life. 
Raised in Cobden, he was the 
very last person to be draft-
ed into the U.S. Army from 
Union County during the Vietnam War. He 
received many awards there. 

Upon his return, he attended college 
and became a police officer for Cobden. 
Eventually, he became chief of police in Cobden. 

Later, he spent a long time working for Lutz & Rend-
leman Funeral Home, then the Village of Cobden, where 
he served as sexton over the cemetery. 

Throughout his life, he met thousands of people. If you 
were fortunate enough, he would call you a friend. He was 
a fierce and loyal friend. 

He would also spend his free time helping many of the 
elderly in Cobden. He was also a comedian in his own 
right. His quick wit served him well. It was hard to be 
around him and not end up laughing at some point. 

He was  a member of Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 
of the VFW in Anna.

Later in life, he devoted most of his time to his wife, 
children and grandchildren, who he would do just about 
anything for. He will be greatly missed, especially by his 
grandchildren.

Mr. Girtman is survived by his wife, JoAnn Girtman of 
Cobden; children Chris (Brandy) Girtman of Jonesboro, 
Coy John (Laurie) Girtman of Grand Tower, and Curtis 
Joe (Ramona) Girtman of De Soto; grandchildren Anthony 
Joe, Colyn Trent, Allison Michelle, Kyra Noel and Riley 
Thomas Girtman, and Beau Denver and John Walker 
Williams; siblings Charles (Sue) Girtman of Willisville, 
Donna (Wayland) Duty of Cobden and Judy (Charles) 
Bolinger of Lansing, Mich., and Coy Eugene (Kay) Girt-
man of Pulleys Mill; other relatives and many friends. 

He was preceded in death by a brother and sister-in-law, 
Howard (Marion) Girtman. 

Graveside funeral services will be at 2 p.m. Friday, Aug. 
28, at the Cobden Cemetery, with the Rev. Kent Bolinger 
and the Rev. Rex Goforth officiating.

Interment will immediately follow, with military rites 
conducted by Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 of the VFW 
in Anna and Illinois Army National Guard funeral honor 
team of Marion.

Friends can call from 1 p.m. until the time of the service 
at 2 p.m. on Friday.

Everyone who attends will be required to wear face 
coverings and to follow social distance guidelines. Face 
masks will be provided if you do not have one. 

Memorials can be made to Autism Society of America. 
Envelopes will be available at the cemetery and at the 
funeral home. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Cobden is in charge of ar-
rangements.
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Pastor's Corner
by Pastor Don Cox

Do you think "one" day set apart for worship of 
God came out of NOWHERE? Try this: there IS a 
Living God and you better acknowledge Him one 
day out of seven!

Congregational Church of Alto Pass
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.

Worship-Message at 10:30 a.m.
37G 37G
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James ‘Jim’ Paul Miles
James “Jim” Paul Miles, 77, died Saturday, Aug. 15, 

2020, at St. Francis Medical Center in Cape Girardeau.
Mr. Miles was born on Aug. 22, 1942, in Chicago. 
He married Dorothy “Dottie” Mae Wilson on June 10, 

1989, in Anna. She preceded him in death on June 26, 
2018.

Mr. Miles is survived by his nieces, Luanne Burdick 
and husband Michael of Grand Tower and Carla Carroll 
and husband Chris of Du Quoin; great-nieces and neph-
ews Sarah and Shane Burdick and Della and Christopher 
Carroll; and a brother-in-law, Carl Wilson.

He was preceded in death by his parents and his wife.
Mr. Miles received his master’s degree at Southern 

Illinois University Carbondale.  
He worked as a history professor at Shawnee Commu-

nity College for many years. He also taught horticulture 
classes at the Vienna Correctional Center.  

Mr. Miles was very involved in the Anna-Jonesboro 
Elks Lodge. He served on the lodge’s board of directors 
and as chaplain.  

He was an avid Civil War buff and loved watching St. 
Louis Cardinals games.   

A Celebration of Life was held at 4 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
22, at the Anna-Jonesboro Elks Lodge.

Memorials may be made to the Anna-Jonesboro Elks 
Lodge.

Meredith Funeral Home in Carbondale was in charge 
of arrangements.

To leave a story or memory, visit www.meredithfh.com.

Shirley High Morrison
Shirley High Morrison, 

86, of Anna, and formerly 
of Cobden, died Tuesday, 
Aug. 18, 2020, at Heartland 
Regional Medical Center in 
Marion.

She was born on Oct. 18, 
1933, in Cobden, the daugh-
ter of Albert and Ethel G. 
Hall High. 

She married J.D. Morrison 
on Sept. 29, 1950, in Piggott, 
Ark. He preceded her in 
death on Aug. 28, 2009.

She loved her family. She 
was a great cook and always 
had a smile on her face. 

She is survived by three sons, Jeff (April Long) Morri-
son of Anna, Kenneth Morrison of Jonesboro and Bryan 
(Ginger) Morrison of Cobden; nine grandchildren, Cristi 
Payne, Shannon Cunningham, Todd, Carrie Trey, Darci, 
Jamieson, Johnny and Sienna Morrison, 12 great-grand-
children; one sister, Alberta Gearhart of Manteno; nieces, 
nephews and other relatives.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; 
one grandson, Seth Morrison; a daughter-in-law, Nancee 
Morrison; as well as 10 siblings. 

Funeral services for Shirley Morrison were at 1 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 21, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home 
in Cobden, with the Rev. Bryan Morrison officiating. 
Interment followed in the Cobden Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to the Voyage Senior Living 
Community at Anna.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Cobden was in charge of 
arrangements.

"The Preaching Pen"
What is the Church of Christ

People often ask if the church of Christ is one 
of the “Pentecostal” denominations; they ask if the 

church of Christ is the same as the “Church of God,” etc. 
The Bible teaches on the first Pentecost after the 

resurrection of Christ, the church of Christ was established 
in the city of Jerusalem upon the first day of the week 
(Acts 2). Jesus had said He would build His church (Mt. 
16:18). Jesus purchased the church with His blood; He 
paid the price for it on the cross (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:23-
25). The church we read about in the Bible is God’s family, 
or house (I Tim. 3:15). In the days when inspired men 
lived, people became members of the church of Christ by 
hearing the gospel, by believing the gospel, by repenting 
of their sins, and by being baptized upon a confession of 
their faith in Christ. They were thus baptized into Christ 
for the remission of sins; for in Christ there is remission 
of sins through His blood (Eph. 1:7; Acts 2:36-37; Rom. 
6:3-4). In the days of the apostles, the obedience that saved 
one from sin at the same time made him a member of the 
church of Christ, the family of God.  

The inspired men instructed the early church how to 
worship God in spirit and in truth (Acts 2:42; Jn. 4:24). 
The same inspired men predicted that men would not 
always endure sound teaching, but would forsake the 
Lord’s way and turn to human doctrines, and a perverted 
gospel (Acts 20:28-32; I Tim. 4:1-6; II Tim. 4:1-6; II 
Thess. 2:1-12). These departures were gradual and subtle, 
and religious denominationalism resulted. About 1800 
A.D., men sought for and pled for a return to the New 
Testament order of things, and the doctrine and unity of 
the one church that we read about in the New Testament 
was restored. Since that time, the church of Christ has been 
pleading for a return to God’s way and order. The church 
of Christ is not a denomination; it is not a “Pentecostal 
group,” or sect of any kind. We are the church Jesus died 
to establish; a body of believers who oppose religious 
division (I Cor. 1:10), and who plead for religious unity 

(Jn. 17), and we hope you’ll visit us soon at 104 Nile 
St. Have a great day!

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 37G

Picture perfect pole percher
A wren made a stop atop a pole in a garden in 

Union County on a recent summer afternoon.

State officials making final push 
to increase census participation
Illinois has strong response rate compared to national average, plenty of room to improve

By Raymon Troncoso
Capitol News Illinois
rtroncoso@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Illinois Department of Hu-
man Services, IDHS, said 
the state is poised to have 
one of the top census re-
sponse rates in the country 
despite two tumultuous 
months of changing dead-
lines as determined by the 
Trump administration.

Illinois sat at a 69.1 per-
cent self-response rate as of 
Thursday, Aug. 20, which 
was up 2 points from its 67 
percent self-response rate 
on July 19. The nation-
al response rate was 64.2 
percent.

The state’s 2010 cen-
sus response rate was 70.5 
percent, giving organizers 
hope of passing that mark 
by the Sept. 30 deadline: 
a date recently moved for-
ward one month by the 
Trump administration.

Illinois had the sev-
enth-highest self-response 
rate of any state in the 
United States and was the 
only state in the top 10 that 

has a population exceeding 
10 million. 

Chicago also had the 
highest response rate for 
any city with a population 
over 2 million, according 
to the Illinois 2020 Census 
Office.

Maximizing the census 
count is important, because 
the population count helps 
determine federal funding 
and the number of repre-
sentatives the state sends 
to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

The positive trend comes 
despite challenges posed by 
the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic and changing 
federal deadlines.

The Illinois 2020 Census 
Advisory Panel discussed 
obstacles to self-reporting 
and shifting standards from 
the federal government at a 
regularly scheduled meet-
ing Friday, Aug. 21.

“This past month, as you 
all know, has been a month 
of many surprises for us at 
the census office,” Oswaldo 
Alvarez, co-director of the 
Illinois Census Office at the 
IDHS, said.

There were several con-
tributing factors that led 
the office to reorder its 
timeline, including delays 
in in-person door-knocking 
and the Trump administra-
tion’s Aug. 13 announce-
ment that the census portal 
would close Sept. 30 in-
stead of Oct. 31. 

“So at this point we are 
operating at the census 
office as if (Sept. 30) is the 
official deadline and that’s 
it, until we are informed 
otherwise,” Alvarez said. 
“Because of that, there has 
been a lot of shifting that 
we have been doing at the 
census office.”

Additionally, a July 21 
presidential memorandum 
seeking to exclude illegal 
immigrants from being 
counted as it pertains to 
Congressional apportion-
ment also created confusion 
at IDHS. 

That memorandum has 
since been challenged in 
court, but, if implemented, 
would cost Illinois up to 
two seats in the House.

For the 2020 fiscal year, 
IDHS was funding more 
than 360 non-profits and 
municipal governments for 
the purpose of increasing 
census self-response rates. 

But that number has 
dwindled to a little more 
than 250 for fiscal year 
2021 due to the pandemic, 
shifting deadlines and other 
circumstances.

Funds to those nonprofits 
are disbursed through 30 
other non-profit organiza-
tions that serve as region-
al intermediaries, or RIs, 
which oversee 12 regions 
of the state and lead hyper-
local outreach efforts.

Intermediaries include 
health-based agencies such 
as the Illinois Primary 
Health Care Association, 
community outreach groups 
such as Teens Against Kill-
ing Everywhere, and other 
organizations such as the 
Metropolitan Mayors Cau-
cus.

IDHS was allocated $29 
million for the 2020 fiscal 
year to be used for census 
outreach, including nearly 
$26 million set aside for 

regional intermediaries. 
State agencies assisting 

in census outreach were al-
located $2.3 million, while 
approximately $900,000 
went to the University of 
Illinois at Chicago for tech-
nical assistance and data 
analysis.

Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, not all the funds 
were spent before the end 
of the fiscal year on June 
30, so they were reappro-
priated for the current fiscal 
year. As of Friday, a little 
over $4.4 million remains 
unspent.

“We were nervous that 
it would be a lot more re-
maining than 4.4 (million),” 
Marishonta Wilkerson, also 
co-director of the Illinois 
Census Office, said at the 
meeting. 

“We thought it would 
be like 10 (million). But 
the RI’s were creative, and 
they found different ways to 
engage their communities 
virtually and we are happy 
about that.”

Still, some areas of the 
state remain below their 
self-response target rates. 

As part of its August 
report, IDHS said many 
counties had self-response 
rates below 50 percent. 

As of July 29, Hardin, 
Calhoun, Henderson and 
Alexander counties had the 
lowest response rates, with 
Hardin County in particular 
sitting at 31.9 percent, 10 
percentage points fewer 
than the next lowest county.

“The governor’s office 
has asked us to do a final 
and bigger push in certain 
areas of population, so we 
are having our RI’s gear up 
and do a big push,” Wilk-
erson said. 

“Additional canvassing, 
door-knocking in rural ar-
eas and in particularly the 
African American, Latinx 
and Asian areas.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

Aug. 19 declared day of
remembrance in honor
of Gov. James Thompson

Gov. James Thompson
Wednesday, Aug. 19, 

was declared as a state-
wide day of mourning and 
remembrance in Illinois in 
honor of the passing of for-
mer Gov. James “Big Jim” 
Thompson. The former 
governor died Aug. 14.

Gov. JB Pritzker issued 
a proclamation which de-
clared the day of mourning 
and remembrance.

In the proclamation,  
Pritzker urged “all Illi-
noisans to reflect upon the 
many contributions of Gov. 
Thompson and to keep his 
family in their prayers.”

Pritzker also announced 
the launch of a virtual 
guestbook for Illinois resi-
dents to electronically sign 
and share their favorite 
memory of Illinois longest 
serving governor. 

The virtual guestbook 
can be found online at http://
illinois.gov/govthomson.

“As a state, we mourn the 
passing of former Governor 
Jim Thompson and I invite 
residents across the state to 
sign the virtual guestbook 
with their favorite memory 
of Governor Thompson,” 
Pritzker said.

“‘Big Jim’ lived a big life 
and got big things done for 
Illinois. But perhaps most 

importantly, he was a kind 
and decent man who set the 
standard for what public 
service can and should look 
like in our state. May his 
memory be for a blessing.”  

Pritzker also ordered all 
persons or entities governed 
by the Illinois Flag Display 
Act to lower flags in honor 
and remembrance of Gov. 
James R. Thompson.  

James R. Thompsonn 
served as the state’s gov-
ernor from January 1977 
to January 1991, a total 
14 years. He often visited 
Union County. 

Thompson first came 
to prominence when he 
was U.S. attorney for the 
Northern District of Illinois, 
and especially when he suc-
cessfully prosecuted former 
governor Otto Kerner on 
corruption charges. 

During his long tenure 
as governor, he developed 
a reputation as a moder-
ate Republican who was 
a fiscal conservative, but 
also a friend of labor and a 
builder, with Build Illinois 
being his administration’s 
signature achievement. 

He traveled the world 
promoting Illinois and its 
products. 

He also had a passion for 
history and antiques, and 
thus created the Illinois His-
toric Preservation Agency 
in support of those passions. 

Following his many 
years in office, he worked 
in the private sector, serving 
as the chair of the important 
Chicago law firm, Winston 
and Strawn for many years. 

He also found time to 
serve on the 9/11 Com-
mission. 
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: Small animal 
supplies. Timothy hay, food, 
treats, bedding and cage for 
small animal (guinea pig, 
hamster, etc). Call 618-614-
6041 for more info. Can send 
pics if interested.

tfn n/c

HAY FOR SALE: Mixed 
grasses, large round bales. 
$40.00. Pick up at house. Call 
(618)-833-8452. Leave name 
& number, we will return 
your call.

36-39gc

PEWS FOR SALE: 18 
with burgundy upholstered 
padded seats, 11 1/2' long. 
Can be seen at 724 E. Davie 
Street, Anna. Contact (317)-
474-4223.

36p-37gp

For rent
FOR RENT: Very nice, par-
tially furnished, 2 bedroom 
apartment located in Anna. 
Close to town. Call (618)-
833-5858 or (618)-697-1893.

33gp tfn

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Outside 
sales representative needed 
for Southern Illinois. Must 
have sales experience, valid 
driver's license. Email resume 
to: jwilkins@reppertsales.
com. No phone calls.

HELP WANTED: Lick 
Creek School is currently 
seeking a bus driver.  Anyone 
interested needs to contact the 
school at (618)-833-2545.

37-38gp

HELP WANTED: Hiring 
air-brush painters to paint 
religious statues. Experience 
preferred, but will train. At-
tention to detail a must. Artis-
tic abilities desirable. Apply 
at RAVE, Inc., 214 W. Davie 
Street, Anna, I L62906. EOE.

37-39gp

HELP WANTED: Main-
tenance Person. Part-time 
position (35 hours per week)
available to do light repair 
work. Must have general 
working knowledge of re-
pairing, painting, plumbing, 
electrical, as well as, basic/
finish carpentry skills. Must 
have or be willing to acquire 
appropriate license to drive 
box truck. Fill out application 
at RAVE, Inc., 214 W. Davie, 
Anna, IL 62906. EOE.

37-40gp 

Wanted
WANTED TO BUY: Golden 
seal roots. Greenville. John 
Turley, (618)-604-2855.

26p-37gp

Yard    
Sale

UNION COUNTY 
GUIDELINES 

PERTAINING TO 
YARD/GARAGE SALES:

1. Social Distancing must 
be exercised.

2. Please wear a mask 
and/or other protective 
clothing.

3. No more than 10 peo-
ple at one time permitted.

tfn

YARD SALE: Friday & 
Saturday, August 28 & 29. 
118 W. Monroe Street, Anna. 
If raining, will be held the 
following weekend.

37g n/c

YARD & CRAFT SALE: 
Craft tools, clothing & house-
hold items. Friday & Satur-
day, August 28 & 29, 6 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Rain or shine. 108 
Cherry Street, Anna.

37gc

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Gravel & Sand

(618)-833-6197 or
(618)-697-0453

gptfn

BOBCAT/SKIDSTEER:
Bush Hogging, 
Tree Clean-up, 

Seasoned Hickory/
Campfire Wood.

Insured.
Terry Foster, 

(618)-697-1204
10gp-40gpc

CURB APPEAL - 
MOWING & 

LANDSCAPING:
Mowing, Edging, Fertilizing, 
Weed Control, Seeding, Aer-
ating, Landscaping, Install 
& Maintenance. Call Dave, 
(618)-525-2130 or Lucas, 
(618)-534-7475.

tfn

WEBB’S LAWN CARE:
Mowing, Weed-Eating, 

Pressure Washing, 
General Lawn Care. 

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE 

ESTIMATE!
(870)-595-4425

29p-37gpc

puBlic 
notice

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY

In the Matter of the 
Estate of

VERNA BRIDWELL,
Deceased.

No. 20-P-26

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death 
of Verna Bridwell of Cobden, 
Illinois.  Letters of office were 
issued on July 28, 2020, to 
U.S. Bank, N.A., Independent 
Administrator with the Will 
Annexed, Trust Department, 
205 5th Street, Springfield, 
IL 62701, whose attorney is 
Eugenia C. Hunter, Attorney 
at Law, 905 West Cherry, 
Carbondale, IL  62901.

Claims may be filed within 
six months from the date of 
first publication of this notice 
and that any claim not filed 
within that period is barred 
as to the estate which is in-
ventoried within that period.  
Claims must be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of this 

Court at the Union County 
Courthouse, Jonesboro, Il-
linois and copies mailed or 
delivered to the executor 
or administrator and to his 
attorney.

Dated August 10, 2020

Tiffany Busby, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

35-37g

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School Dis-
trict #81 Board of Education 
has rescheduled the Regular 
September Board Meeting 
for Monday, September 28, 
2021 in the District Office at 
6:00 p.m., located at 608 S. 
Main St., Anna, IL 62906. The 
meeting is open to the public. 

37g

NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED BUSINESS 

NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed 
Name in the conduct or 
Transaction of Business in 
the State," as Amended that a 
certification was filed by the 
undersigned with the County 
Clerk of Union County. Filed 
this 25th day of June, 2020, 
under the Assumed Name of 
Wichmann Vineyard with 
the place of business located 
at 2655 Water Valley Road, 
Cobden, Illinois 62920 and 
that the True Name(s) and 
Residence Address of the sole 
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of 

said Business is:

Johanna Wichmann
Donald Moberly

2655 Water Valley Road
Cobden, IL 62920

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

36-38gc

CITY OF ANNA, 
ILLINOIS

NOTICE OF SALE OF 
SURPLUS PROPERTY

Pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-
76-4 of the Illinois Municipal 
Code, the City of Anna has 
declared the following Ex-
hibit A Surplus Property List, 
as surplus personal property 
and offers the same for sale.

Said property may be 
inspected at the Anna City 
Garage located at 105 Market 
Street in the City of Anna and 
is sold in “AS IS” condition, 
without any implied or ex-
pressed warranties.

EXHIBIT A
Surplus Property
1996 Ford F350SD, 7.3 

Diesel motor, VIN 1FTJW-
35F6TEA70949, 265,273.3 
miles, runs poorly, start-
ing minimum starting bid 
$500.00

1991 Ford LGT CONVT-
NL, VIN 2FDLF47G6M-
CA25419, 51, 089.4 miles, 
does not currently run, start-
ing minimum bid $500.00

Sealed bids, identifying 
the above-described item(s), 
shall be received by the City 
Clerk during normal busi-
ness hours, Monday through 
Friday at the Anna City Hall, 
103 Market Street, Anna, 
Illinois through September 
15, 2020. The minimum 

bid has been established for 
each surplus item. Please see 
Surplus Property List for the 
Minimum bid, as no bid for 
less than that amount will be 
accepted. A check or money 
order shall accompany all 
bids for not less than 10% 
of the bid. 

All bids will be opened and 
read at the regular meeting 
of the Anna City Council to 
be held on September 15th, 
2020, at 5 p.m. at the Anna 
City Hall. The City of Anna 
reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids.

Dori Bigler
City Clerk

36-37g

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

FOR 2020-2021 BUDGET

Notice is hereby given by 
the Board of Education of 
Anna-Jonesboro CHSD #81 
in the State of Illinois that 
the tentative budget for fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2020, 
is on file and conveniently 
available for inspection at the 
District Office, 608 S. Main 
St., Anna, Illinois, after 8:00 
a.m. on the 27th day of Au-
gust, 2020. Notice is further 
given that a public hearing 
on said budget will be held 
at 5:45 p.m. on the 28th day 
of September, 2020, at the 
District Office at the address 
listed above.

37g

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given by 
the Board of Education of the 
School District No. 66 in the 

County of Union, State of 
Illinois, that the proposed ini-
tial budget for the said school 
year beginning July 1, 2020, 
will be on file and convenient-
ly available to public inspec-
tion at the Superintendent's 
office, Dongola Unit School, 
1000 High Street, Dongola, 
Illinois, in this school district 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Notice 
is further hereby given that a 
public hearing on said budget 
will be held at 6:15 p.m. on 
September 24, 2020, at Don-
gola Unit School.

Board of Education of the 
School District No. 66, 

in the County of Union, 
State of Illinois

37gp

STATE OF ILLINOIS,
CIRCUIT COURT
UNION COUNTY

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
OF COURT DATE FOR 
REQUEST FOR NAME 

CHANGE (ADULT)

Request of:
Kristie Marie 
Deroe-Jones
2020-MR-72

There will be a court date 
on my Request to change my 
name from: Kristie  Marie 
Deroe-Jones to the new name 
of: Kristie Marie McHughes.

The court date will be held 
on October 6, 2020, at 9:30 
a.m., at 309 W. Market Street, 
Jonesboro, IL, Union County, 
in Courtroom #1.

Kristie Deroe-Jones
37-39g

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

Television Listings
THURSDAY AUGUST 27, 2020

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams MLB Base ball
“Re gional Cov -
er age-Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Lo cal Pro grams (5:30) 2020 NBA 
Play offs (Live)

Bang (HD) “Sor cerer’s”
(‘01)

Ra ven The Vow (HD) aaa “All Is
Lost” (‘13)

“Amy” (‘15) Mos
Def.:30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM Holey Moley
(HD)

Big Brother (HD) The Wall (HD) Bang (HD) Can non ball (HD) BUNK’D Real Sports
(HD)

“The Thing”
Alien
shape-shifter.

Shame less (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Ra ven

8 PM To Tell the Truth
(HD)

Love Is land (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

2020 NBA Play -
offs (Live)

Bang (HD) Chrisley Ra ven “Shaft” (‘19, Ac -
tion) Best
friend’s death.
(HD)

On Be com ing a
God:30 Bang (HD) Chrisley BUNK’D “Saw” (‘04)

Leigh Whannell.
A killer’s games.9 PM The Re pub li can Amer ica (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
NBC News Spe -
cial

Bang (HD) Chrisley BUNK’D We Hunt To -
gether:30 The Mis ery Chrisley Unsittable

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan (:01) Can non ball
(HD)

Ra ven Lovecraft Coun -
try

DESUS &

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SC (HD) The Mis ery Ra ven aaac “Ja -
cob’s Lad der”
(‘90) (HD)

aaac “Boo -
gie Nights”
(‘97) (HD)11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Seinfeld Chrisley Jessie I May (HD)

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie “Birds of”

FRIDAY AUGUST 28, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams ESPN Orig i nal
Doc u men ta ries

“Movie” “Gob let” “De scen dants
2" (‘17) Life in
Auradon. (HD)

“Brook lyn” (‘20)
(HD)

“Grudge Match”
(‘13)

“Na tional Trea -
sure” (‘04) Se -
cret his tory.
(HD)

:30 2020 Stan ley
Cup Qual i fi ers7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver (HD) WWE Fri day

Night
SmackDown
(HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent

“The
Change-Up”
(‘11) Body
switch ing. (HD)

“Rush” (‘13)
Chris
Hemsworth. Ri -
valry forged.

:30

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Love Is land (HD) Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

ESPN Orig i nal
Doc u men ta ries

“De scen dants
3" Isle of the
Lost.

“Mi nor ity Re -
port” (‘02) Tom
Cruise. Fu ture
crimes seen.

:30 “Movie”

9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Real Time Maher
(HD)

“Broth ers” (‘09) 
War tears fam ily.:30 2020 Stan ley

Cup Qual i fi ers
Jessie Stunt
dou ble.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Room 104

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Jessie “G.I.
Jessie”

Real Time Maher
(HD)

(:50) aa “Rock 
the Kasbah”
(‘15)

We Hunt To -
gether11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
ELEAGUE (HD)

:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Jessie Room 104 The Chi

THURSDAY
7:00pm

NBC The Wall “Janeris and Jesenia” Two sis -
ters, who launch the char ity A Sweet Chance
to raise money for chil dren as they pre pare to
leave the fos ter care sys tem, try to win cash
prizes. TVPG (HD)

7:50pm
DISN Ra ven’s Home “Twister, Sis ter” When
Booker con fronts Nia re gard ing her ef forts as
an ac tiv ist, she de cides to join her fa ther while
he re ports on a storm in the hopes of prov ing
her worth. TV G (HD)

FRIDAY
9:00pm

CBS Blue Bloods “The Fog of War” Danny
and Baez join forces with a Texas Ranger to
find a mur derer; Jamie is hold ac count able
when Eddie’s part ner ac ci den tally shoots an
un der cover of fi cer. TV14 (HD)

10:00pm
HBO Room 104 “The Hik ers” Two col lege
grad u ates face a se ries of dif fi cult truths re -
gard ing their friend ship dur ing a
three-month-long hik ing trip. TVMA (HD)

7:00pm
MAX Us aaac (2019, Hor ror) Lupita
Nyong’o, Winston Duke. When a trauma from
the past causes a woman to feel para noia dur -
ing a fam ily va ca tion, her fears come to life af -
ter four mys te ri ous peo ple in vade her home. R
(HD)

8:00pm
ABC Shark Tank A mar ried cou ple pitch their 
styl ish weighted de sign; en tre pre neurs pres -
ent their prod uct that elim i nates bland dog
food; broth ers seek an in vest ment. TVPG (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY AUGUST 29, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

NASCAR Cup
Se ries (Live)

(4:30) Col lege
Foot ball (Live)
(HD)

(5:45) “Movie” “Hal lows 1" (‘10)
(HD)

“Transylvania”
(‘12)

“Ford v Ferrari”
(‘19)

aaa “Hu man
Cap i tal”

(4:45) “Waves”
(‘19):30

7 PM Vid eos A cracked
egg.

Love Is land
Love and friend -
ship. (HD)

PBC Fight Night
(Live)

“Harry Pot ter
and the Deathly 
Hal lows: Part
2" Three
Horcruxes.

Big City “The Way
Back” (‘20) Ben 
Affleck.

aaac “Us”
(‘19, Hor ror)
Look-alikes ter -
ror. (HD)

The Chi (HD)

:30 Score board Owl House

8 PM Shark Tank (HD) Col lege Foot ball 
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Owl House “Ca sino” (‘95,
Crime) A man
runs mob’s ca -
sino in 1970s
Ve gas. (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Amphibia (:50) Lovecraft
Coun try “Sun -
down”9 PM The Good Doc -

tor
48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Bang (HD) Big City “Crim son

Peak” (‘15)
Mys te ri ous
home. (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Big City

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Beat Shazam
(HD)

Lo cal Fron tal “Harry Pot ter
and Or der of
Phoe nix” (‘07)

Amphibia Lovecraft Coun -
try:30 Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
“Movie” Owl House

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Jessie The Vow (HD) “Happy Death”
(‘19)

We Hunt To -
gether:30 Jessie

THURSDAY

MONDAY AUGUST 31, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams (5:30) MLB
Base ball St.
Louis vs
Cincinnati (Live)
(HD)

Fam Guy Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Ra ven Lovecraft (4:55) “Hellboy”
(‘19)

We Hunt To -
gether Freddy’s
old school. (HD):30 Lo cal Fam Guy Ra ven “Doc tor Sleep”

(‘19) A young
girl with psy chic
pow ers. (R)7 PM The Bach e lor:

The Great est
Sea sons - Ever!
“Nick Viall” (HD)

Neigh bor. aac “Love
the Coo pers”
(‘15) Cha otic
hol i day.

Amer i can Ninja
War rior (HD)

Fam Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (T)
(HD)

Ra ven “Femme Fa -
tale” (‘02)
Woman is black -
mailed

:30 Young Fam Guy Big City

8 PM Love Is land (HD) Fam Guy Big City

:30 MLB Base ball
San Diego Pa -
dres at Col o rado 
Rock ies (Live)
(HD)

Fam Guy BUNK’D

9 PM Bull “Quid Pro
Quo”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC
(HD)

Dad (HD) BUNK’D Lovecraft Coun -
try

“Rush” (‘13)
Chris
Hemsworth. Ri -
valry forged.

Love Fraud (HD)

:30 Dad (HD) Unsittable

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Fam ily BUNK’D Axios (HD) The Cir cus

:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Seinfeld Fam ily Big City Ol i ver “Jexi” (‘19) De -
pend ency is sue.
(R)11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Fam ily Jessie Axios (HD) “Robin Hood”

(‘18):30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Sports Conan Fam ily Jessie “Queen”

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 1, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2020 NBA Play -
offs

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven Real Time “Live By Night”
(‘17)

“Stand Up
Guys” (R):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D (:35) Axios

7 PM Fam ily NCIS Mil i tary
crimes.

Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent “Live
Show 4" (HD)

2020 U.S. Open
Ten nis “First
Round:
Primetime”
(Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D “The Way
Back” (‘20)
Find ing re demp -
tion. (R)

“The Af ter -
math” (‘19) (R)
(HD)

Ray Don o van
“Sunny”:30 Fam ily Bang (HD) Syd ney

8 PM black-ish Love Is land (HD) Prod i gal Son
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Dis ney Fam We Hunt

:30 mixed-ish Bang (HD) Just Roll “Our Brand Is
Cri sis” Strat e -
gist com petes.

aaa
“Face/Off” (‘97) 
Fed al ters looks
to pur sue a crim -
i nal.

9 PM What Would You
Do?

FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

(:01) Trans plant
“Pi lot”

Ce leb rity
Show-Off

“Walk ing Tall”
(‘04, Ac tion)
Man fights
crime.

Coop & Cam Hard Knocks ‘20
(HD):30 Syd ney

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Unsittable Lovecraft Coun -
try:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show

(HD)
(:35) To night
(HD)

Ce leb rity
Show-Off

Just Roll (:40) “Dream
House” (‘11)
(HD)11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Jessie The Vow “Vis -

cera”
aac “The Ra -
ven” (‘12):30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Fam ily Jessie

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams (5:40) 2020 NBA 
Play offs (Live)

Bang (HD) “Walk ing Tall”
(‘04)

Ra ven Lovecraft Coun -
try

“The In vis i ble”
(‘07)

(5:25) “Saved!”
(‘04):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

7 PM TBA Big Brother (HD) MasterChef
(HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent

Bang (HD) 2020 Stan ley
Cup Qual i fi ers

BUNK’D Lovecraft Coun -
try

aac “54"
(‘98) He do nist
night club.

aaa “The Ka -
rate Kid” (‘84)
Bul lied teen
aided.

:30 Goldbergs Bang (HD) Syd ney

8 PM Conners Tough as Nails
(HD)

MasterChef
(HD)

(:01) Games
(HD)

2020 NBA Play -
offs (Live)

Bang (HD) Ra ven “Godzilla: King
of the Mon -
sters” (‘19)
(HD)

:30 House wife Bang (HD) Just Roll “Im pos tor”
Search for iden -
tity.9 PM To Be An -

nounced
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) Coop & Cam (:10) “The Ka -
rate Kid, Part
II” (‘86, Ac tion):30 Fron tal Syd ney

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Chrisley Unsittable (:15) Hard Knocks 
‘20

“Mary Queen of 
Scots” (‘18)
Claim to throne.:30 Kimmel (:35) Late Show

(HD)
(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Fron tal Chrisley Just Roll

11 PM Night line Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie The Vow “Vis -
cera”

a “The Ka rate
Kid III”:30 Kimmel Corden Late Night Conan Jessie

SUNDAY
8:00pm

ABC Press Your Luck Host Eliz a beth Banks
wel comes two con tes tants from Cal i for nia and 
one from Penn syl va nia to com pete for a for -
tune in cash and per son al ized prizes. (HD)

8:50pm
MAX Safe House aaa (2012, Ac tion)
Denzel Wash ing ton, Ryan Reynolds. In South
Af rica, a CIA rookie who is man ning a safe
house has to deal with a rogue agent who is
de liv ered to his place just be fore mer ce nar ies
at tack. R (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

FOX Love the Coo pers aac (2015, Com -
edy) Alan Arkin, John Good man. The Coo per
fam ily’s an nual Christ mas Eve cel e bra tion
turns cha otic thanks to a se ries of un ex pected
vis i tors and un fore seen events. PG-13 TV14 

NBC Amer i can Ninja War rior Par tic i pants
from all across the na tion travel to take on one
of the world’s most chal leng ing en dur ance
courses, hop ing to com plete the chal lenge at
all. TVPG (HD)

9:00pm
CBS FBI: Most Wanted “Silk worm” A for mer 
coun ter-in tel li gence of fi cer rushes to flee the
coun try when they dis sem i nate clas si fied in -
for ma tion and as sault some of their for mer
part ners. TV14 (HD)

10:00pm
TBS Conan TV per son al ity and comic Conan
O’Brien en gages in zany sketches along side
dis cus sions of cur rent events and in ter views
with ce leb rity guests. TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:30pm
ABC The Goldbergs The youn gest child in
the Goldberg fam ily was armed only with a
cam era to cap ture the crazy and chaos of his
fam ily while sur viv ing through the 80’s. TVPG
(HD)

8:15pm
DISN Ra ven’s Home Ra ven uti lizes her psy -
chic abil ity in an at tempt to be a better mother
to her 11-year-old twins, as well as a su pe rior
fash ion de signer and gen u ine friend. TV G (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY AUGUST 30, 2020
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos (HD) 60 Min utes (HD) Man (HD) Can non ball (HD) MLB Base ball
At lanta Braves
at Phil a del phia
Phillies (Live)
(HD)

(5:00) “Movie” Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City “The Way
Back” (‘20)
Find ing re demp -
tion. (R)

“Killerman” (‘19)
(HD)

The Chi (HD)

:30 Duncanvil. Big City

7 PM Feud (HD) Big Brother (HD) Simp sons 2020 Stan ley
Cup Play offs
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City aaa “Death
Sen tence” (‘07) 
(HD)

The Cir cus

:30 The Harts Bang (HD) Ra ven About
BUNK’D

The Cir cus

8 PM Press Your Luck
(HD)

Love Is land
(HD)

Bur gers Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Lovecraft Coun -
try

Love Fraud (HD)

:30 Fam Guy Bang (HD) BUNK’D (:50) “Safe
House” (‘12)
CIA in South Af -
rica.9 PM Match Game

(HD)
NCIS: New Or -
leans

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Tour na ment Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D The Vow “Vis -
cera”

We Hunt To -
gether:30 Unsittable (HD)

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Tour na ment Fam ily Ol i ver Love Fraud (HD)

:30 Fam ily Ra ven About
BUNK’D

The Vow “Vis -
cera”

(:45) “Sea son of 
the Witch” (‘11)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams “Movie” Fam ily We Hunt To -

gether:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Sports Fam ily Jessie Lovecraft

MONDAY



BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

COBDEN
AUTO REPAIR

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Southpass 
Beads & Fibers

Feed your crafting needs.
BEADS • YARN

SUPPLIES
southpassbeads.etsy.com

Find us on  southpassbeads
203 E. Ash St., Cobden, IL • (618) 893-6170

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

We gladly accept Link, WIC, MasterCard, Visa, American Express, 
Discover, Debit Cards, Cash and Checks with proper ID.

We Carry All Major Tire Brands
And A Full Line Of Mastercraft Tires

COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR NEEDS

 Mon.-Fri. 7:30 to 5:30
213 N. Appleknocker • Cobden, IL

893-2102

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery Attend the 

Church of 
Your Choice!

603 East Broad St. • PO Box 896
Jonesboro, IL 62952 • 833-1725

Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Union County
Market

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING
CALL FOR SUMMER SPECIALS!

618-351-1881
Seamless Aluminum Guttering

Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards
Roof Repairs • Home Improvement

Service and Repair • Siding & OverhangCLAUDE WRIGHT (618) 697-1408

"TOP 
SHELF 

FINISHES
FOR

YOUR 
home"

Jesus said to his disciples: “Stay awake! For you do not know on which day 
your Lord will come. Be sure of this:  if the master of the house had known the 
hour of night when the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and not 
let his house be broken into. So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour 
you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.

“Who, then, is the faithful and prudent servant, whom the master has put in 
charge of his household to distribute to them their food at the proper time? 
Blessed is that servant whom his master on his arrival finds doing so. Amen, I 
say to you, he will put him in charge of all his property. But if that wicked ser-
vant says to himself, ‘My master is long delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow 
servants, and eat and drink with drunkards, the servant’s master will come on 
an unexpected day and at an unknown hour and will punish him severely and 
assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be wailing and grinding 
of teeth.” From the Gospel of Matthew

A cross atop St. Joseph Catholic Church in Cob-
den was behind a pair of doves that were perched 
on nearby utility wires.
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News from

First Baptist
Church, Anna

MaryBeth Knight led 
the music for the Sunday 
worship service last week.

The Rev. Dennis Mohr 
from Marion was guest 
speaker. His sermon topic 
was “Living the Victory,” 
with scripture from 1 John.

Last Wednesday, Bible 
study about the Book of 
Revelation continued. The 
study is being taught by 
Pastor Nick.

The church is located 
at 409 Morgan St. The 
church’s Sunday worship 
service is at 10:15 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 
starts at 6 p.m.

The church continues 
to have a food giveaway, 
which is scheduled from 11 
a.m. to noon on Thursday 
(today). 

The food giveaway is in 
the parking lot at the church 
and is free and available to 
anyone in the community. 

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

Sunday’s sermon was 
based on scripture from Job, 
Ephesians and Mark.

Rev. Thompson began by 
asking “if we realized that 
Satan goes to church?  

“Satan never misses 
an opportunity to ‘go to 
church’; he comes to prey, 
rather than pray. His goal is 
to destroy the witness of the 
church universal.  

“Unfortunately, many 
people don’t take Satan 
serious. 

Possibly our greatest 
risks in ‘listening’ to Satan 
are: allowing ourselves 
to be distracted when we 
attend worship, preventing 
the message from sinking 
into our hearts; listening 
to Satan’s suggestion that 
we don’t need to humble 
ourselves before God; al-
lowing Satan to involve us 
in conflict in the church; 
and, allowing ourselves to 
become complacent in our 
walk with God.   

“Satan highlights the bad 
and blinds us to the good 
going on in the church. If 
Satan can’t stop us, he tries 
to wear us out. Causing us 
burn-out leads to discour-
agement and giving up.”

In closing, Rev. Thomp-
son challenged the congre-
gation “to put on the full 
armor of God and fight 
Satan every day.”

The bell ringer for Sun-
day was Brooke Bates, who 
was assisted by her grand-
father, Kenneth Thompson.

All are welcome to Camp 
Ground Church for in-per-

son worship on Sunday, be-
ginning at 10:30 a.m., with 
CDC guidelines observed.

For those who don’t feel 
comfortable returning to 
in-person worship, services 
are live on Zoom, and re-
corded and available on 
YouTube and posted on the 
church’s Facebook page: 
“Camp Ground Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church.”

Lindsey Patterson Adams 
celebrates a birthday on 
Aug. 28.

A drive-in service was 
held on the church parking 
lot Sunday, Aug. 23, at 9:30 
a.m. and by Zoom inside 
the sanctuary for those who 
cannot tolerate the heat.

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Wright and the worship 
team. 

The pastor’s message on 
Sunday was titled “Made 
Alive in Christ.” Scripture 
was from Ephesians.

The message can be 
found on the church’s web-
site at annanaz.com and on 
the church’s Facebook page.

Special recognition was 
given to the children’s Bible 
quizzers for the past church 
year.

The quizzers are Aaron 
Wiseman, Nicholas Cook, 
Jaida Smith, Sophie Wells, 
Liberty Cook, Blake Wells 
and Madilyn Smith.

Quizzing is scheduled to 
begin Sept. 9 in the fellow-
ship hall. CDC guidelines 
will be followed by wearing 
masks and practicing social 
distancing.

The church extends sym-
pathy and prayers to the 
Morrison family in the loss 
of their loved one, Shirley 
Morrison, and to the Corbit 
family in the loss of their 
loved one, Elizabeth Corbit.

Bible study was planned  

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Aug. 23, Pas-
tor Perry Williams spoke 
about deception in end 
times, based on scripture 
from Job, the Psalms and 
2nd Timothy. 

The message was sent via 
transmitter for worshippers 
who stayed in their cars on 
the church’s lower parking 
lot while tuned in to their 
radios on station 87.9 FM. 

The message was also 
live streamed and can be 
found on the church’s Face-
book page: @jonesborofbc. 
Other messages also can 
be found there under the 
video tab.

During the service, Dee 
Rose led worship. Debbie 
York was pianist. 

Sharon Morgan and Ray-
mond Beasley provided 
special music. They sang 
“If Jesus Comes Tomor-
row” and “I Need You Lord, 
Every Single Day.”

Pastor Perry has live 
streamed a series of devo-
tionals on Facebook which 
are focused on the end 
times.

The pastor’s devotionals 
and messages also can be 
found on YouTube; do a 

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 26, at the church, 
with CDC guidelines being 
followed by wearing masks 
and social distancing, and 
on Zoom.

Aug. 30 is Promotion 
Sunday. Children will be 
promoted into new class-
es as usual, even though 
Sunday School classes are 
not being attended as in the 
past. Promotion Sunday will 
make it possible to maintain 
church records correctly.

On Aug. 30 at 9 a.m., a 
combined Sunday School 
class for all ages of children 
is planned. The location will 
either be the main room in 
the fellowship hall, where 
masks will be required and 
social distancing will be 
practiced, or on the parking 
lot.

There will be a drive-in 
service at 9:30 a.m. on Sun-
day, Aug. 30. Seniors who 
are less tolerant of the heat 
will be able to come into 
the sanctuary, following 
CDC guidelines by wearing 
masks and social distancing. 

During this time, the 
church can be contacted 
by calling the church office 
at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary or 
by calling Pastor Wright at 
618-534-7103.

search under Brother Perry 
Williams. His messages are 
there, too.

The church is open for 
worshipers for Sunday 
School classes beginning 
at 9 a.m., Sunday mornings 
at 10 a.m. and Sunday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. Wednesday 
Bible study is scheduled at 
6:30 p.m. Safe guidelines 
are being practiced.

The church is scheduled 
to be open at 7 p.m. on 
Mondays for those who 
want to come and pray.

Birthdays: Joyce Hill, 
Aug. 23; Todd Clary, Aug. 
24; Jacqueline Wilkins, 
Aug. 26; Clara Harvell, 
Aug. 28; Melody Keller, 
Aug. 29; Ann Landis, Aug. 
30.

Anniversary: Jim and 
Nancy Ralls, Aug. 30, 23 
years.

The schedule for worship 
at Jonesboro First Bap-
tist Church for the com-
ing week includes Sunday 
School classes on Sundays 
at 9 a.m., Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. and 
Sunday evening worship at 
6 p.m. The services also are 
live streamed on Facebook. 

Illinois announces ninth consecutive
year of record tourism growth in 2019

Prior to the impact of 
COVID-19 and record loss-
es in the industry, Illinois 
achieved its ninth consecu-
tive year of record tourism 
growth in 2019. 

According to new data 
released Friday, Aug. 21, by 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, DCEO, and the 
Illinois Office of Tourism, 
Illinois welcomed a record 
120 million visitors last year, 

and a record economic boost 
for the state.

 In 2019, visitors spent 
nearly $43.1 billion, a $1.3 
billion increase over the pri-
or year, according to the U.S. 
Travel Association.

These visitor expenditures 
directly supported more than 
344,100 jobs in the Illinois 
travel and tourism industry, 
an increase of 1,800 jobs 
from 2018. 

Travel also generated 

nearly $2.5 billion in state 
tax revenue, an increase of 
7.7 percent. 

Last year’s record-break-
ing tourism levels will pre-
pare the state to make a 
healthy comeback once the 
tourism industry resumes 
normal activity.

“The 2019 tourism num-
bers demonstrate what we 
already know: that pre-
COVID-19, Illinois offered 
one of the top destinations 
for travel in the country, 
supporting thousands of jobs 
and economic growth for our 
communities,” DCEO acting 
director Michael Negron 
said in a news release. 

“Unfortunately, like many 
industries, tourism looks 
much different today than it 
did last year,” he said.

The State of Illinois is 
committed to a data-driven 
plan allowing a gradual re-
opening of key segments of 
this economy. 

“This public health ap-
proach, matched with our 
strong tourism performance 
in 2019, offers a strong 
foundation that will allow 
Illinois to bring visitors back 
as soon as it is safe to do so,” 
Negron said.

According to DK Shif-
flet, domestic visitation to 
Illinois in 2019 increased by 
5.1 percent, reaching 120.4 
million visitors, well above 
the national growth rate of 
2 percent. 

Visits to the City of Chi-
cago increased by 4.5 per-
cent and downstate travel 
increased by 5.6 percent, 
fueled by a strong leisure 
tourism increase of 6 per-
cent.

DCEO, which operates 
the Office of Illinois Tour-
ism, has played a key role in 
working with public health 
officials to develop safety 

guidelines permitting some 
businesses and industries 
to reopen by implementing 
strategies to help reduce risk 
and protect the public as well 
as their employees.

While tourism has seen 
a marked impact in Illinois 
and across the country, state 
officials are taking steps to 
help residents who choose to 
travel to do so safely. 

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health has released 
new guidance to help res-
idents take proper precau-
tions when traveling. 

The new COVID-19 
travel map helps to inform 
residents of potential risks 
associated with traveling 
during the pandemic. 

The map indicates coun-
tries and U.S. states with 
increased risk of COVID-19 
based on case rates.

“Last year’s numbers il-
lustrate just how impactful 
tourism is for boosting the 
state’s economy,” said Karla 
Flannery, deputy director of 
the Illinois Office of Tour-
ism. 

“While it’s unrealistic to 
expect the same results in 
2020, we are looking for-
ward to safely welcoming 
travelers back to Illinois and 
rebuilding our industry...
while encouraging Illinois 
residents to use public health 
precautions in resuming lo-
cal travel to any one of our 
iconic attractions found right 
here at home.”

The Illinois Office of 
Tourism continues to work 
with health officials to pro-
vide guidance for residents 
as well as local tourism part-
ners, including museums, 
amusement parks and other 
tourist destinations. 

As of Aug. 21, Illinois re-
mained under Phase 4 of the 
Restore Illinois guidelines. 



Colors of summer
Summer flowers could be seen in full bloom during a recent visit to Alto Pass. The flowers were in the downtown area of the 

Union County village.
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Instead of wondering 
now whether the sound you 
hear is a bird or a plane, a 
quick glance to the skies 
might reveal a sight with 
an indelible Saluki imprint.

Members of the Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale aviation shop recently 
painted “S I U” on the un-
derside wings of two planes 
used by the program’s Fly-
ing Salukis. 

The goal will be to affix 
the same maroon lettering 
in wind-resistant vinyl to 
more than 20 additional 
planes used by flight stu-
dents in the program in the 
coming weeks.

The unmistakable letter-
ing should be highly visible 
to anyone in the Carbon-
dale area up to about 1,000 
feet, since flight students 
are usually flying around 
that altitude locally. 

Ken Bro, the aviation 
program’s chief flight in-
structor, said the lettering 
also reminds residents in 
the region of the nation-
ally recognized aviation 
program.

“I’m a big fan of pro-
moting the school locally,” 
Bro said. “Everyone will be 
aware of where we are and 
who we are, and SIU has a 
large fleet of aircraft.”

Bro also praised the avia-
tion shops’ work in making 
custom foggles for each of 
the 360 aviation flight stu-
dents who will be attending 
classes later this month. 

Foggles are eye protec-
tion used in flight training 
exercises for pilots who are 
learning to fly in simulated 
foggy or cloudy conditions. 
The glasses require pilots to 
learn to fly by instruments.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, aviation flight 
students and instructors 
will each use individual 
foggles in training exer-
cises. 

The program purchased 
clear safety glasses and avi-
ation shop personnel, using 
a sandblasting machine, 
were able to cover most 
of the glasses so students 
can only view the plane’s 
instruments when flying. 

The revamped glasses 
are much less expensive 
than if individually or-
dered, Bro said.

A sandblasting machine 
is converting clear safety 
glasses into foggles for 
each of the 360 flight stu-
dents who will be part of 
the SIU aviation program 
this fall. 

Look up in the 
sky: you may
see a plane with 
‘SIU’ on wings

Drones being used to help in fight against invasive species
SIMPSON – The forests 

of Southern Illinois have 
a new friend in the fight 
against invasive species.

The University of Illinois 
Extension forestry program 
has taken to the skies to 
see if drones can be used to 
survey for evidence of the 
invasive shrub amur bush 
honeysuckle.

“This is an exciting time 
for technological advances 
in natural resource conser-
vation,” says Kevin Roh-
ling, an Extension forestry 
research technician. 

“Drone technology is a 
game changer. It has the 
potential to drastically in-
crease our ability to quickly 
detect and assess issues in 
Illinois forests without al-
locating a lot of resources.”

Invasive insect, animal, 
plant and aquatic species 
threaten native populations, 
disrupt ecosystems, and 
cost the United States bil-
lions of dollars to manage. 

The most effective way 
to control invasive species 
is through a strategy of 
early detection and rapid 
response, says Nick Seaton 
who collaborated with the 
drone research in his role as 
project coordinator for the 
River to River Cooperative 
Weed Management Area. 

But manual surveys to 
find plants are time con-
suming and expensive, and 

invasives move fast.
The forestry team is de-

termining if images captured 
by drones can quickly iden-
tify invasive infested areas. 

Extension foresters can 
then deliver advice and 
training to private landown-
ers, managers, businesses, 
and non-profits on how to 
treat and efficiently control 
further spread.

The research project took 
place in Southern Illinois, a 
unique and biodiverse area. 

The region’s patchwork of 
protected state and federal 
natural areas is home to 107 
state threatened and endan-
gered species that are jeop-
ardized by invasive species.

“Invasive plants do not 
recognize political boundar-
ies,” Rohling says. “So pri-
vate areas near the Shawnee 
National Forest managed 
with the aid of this technol-
ogy will reduce seed sources 
that would otherwise con-
tribute to the spread of bush 
honeysuckle.”

Starting in 2018, the team 
organized more than 40 
flights during spring and fall 
when the forest canopy was 
clear of leaves, but when 
the greenery of bush honey-
suckle was still visible in the 
understory. 

The forestry team col-
laborated with the River to 
River Cooperative Weed 
Management Area on the re-

search, and funding was pro-
vided by the USDA Forest 
Service Northeastern Area 
State and Private Forestry.

The forestry team iden-
tifies its target site and sets 
up automated flights to take 
high-resolution photos. 

The images are combined 
into a mosaic of the forest 
canopy that is loaded into 
the mapping program ESRI 
ArcGIS for analysis.

Early results show that 
the drone surveys provide 
access to remote areas while 
saving time and resources, 
but there are limitations. 

The foresters were able 
to identify mature plants, 
but small or fire-damaged 
plants escaped detection, 
Rohling says. 

Aerial surveys took less 
time than walking surveys, 
only two hours compared 
to more than 11;  however, 
there is a narrow window of 
time to get photos.

“Timing is absolutely crit-
ical,” Rohling says. “We’re 
still working on improving 
that component.”

Early fall flights photo-
graphed canopies still full of 
leaves, but invasive species 
had browned out in later 
flights. 

In the spring, early buds 
and leaves blocked the un-
derstory. And, the drones can 
only fly when the weather 
cooperates.

Looking ahead, the team 
expects they can use drones 
to survey for other invasive 
plant species, but the poten-
tial for maintaining forest 
health doesn’t stop there. 

They plan to find bloom-
ing chestnut trees and prop-
agate them in other areas for 
agroforestry purposes. 

A student is also using 
the aerial images to identify 
new habitats for rare plant 
species.

“We’re only now scratch-
ing the surface with drone 
technology,” Rohling says. 

“For example, future proj-
ects could include very tar-
geted herbicide applications 
that would save money as 
well as reduce environmen-
tal impacts.”

Resources about invasive 
species in Illinois, including 
the guidebook Management 
of Invasive Plants and Pests 
of Illinois, information about 
Illinois’ exotic weed act and 
species identification guides, 
are available on the Illinois 
Extension Forestry website 
at extension.illinois.edu/
forestry/resources.

Retired Southeast professor
issues book of collected poems

Dr. Robert Hamblin, a 
retired professor of En-
glish at Southeast Missouri 
State University in Cape Gi-
rardeau, has issued a volume 
of his collected poems.

The  vo lume,  t i t l ed 
“Epiphanies, Large and 
Small,” includes all of Ham-
blin’s previous eight books 
of poems (1986-2019), plus 
several additional poems.  

Subjects treated include 
growing up in Mississippi, 
participating in sports, living 
in London, reflecting on 
God and religion, aging, and 
caring for a spouse stricken 
with Alzheimer’s.

In the preface, Hamblin 
describes the book as “a 
type of autobiography,” 

reflecting “the innumerable 
convergences that constitute 
a life – with family and 
friends, colleagues, strang-
ers, nature, God, places, 
events, ideas, memories, 
dreams.”

This is the fifth book 
Hamblin has self-published 
since his retirement in 2015.  

In explaining his decision 
to self-publish, Hamblin 
jokes, “At my age, I’m no 
longer interested in long-
range projects, and now that 
I’m retired from academia, 
I don’t have to worry about 
peer reviews.”

The collected poems may 
be purchased online from 
amazon.com or directly 
from the author.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

Make mental health
priority during these
unprecedented times

Many students in Illinois are venturing back to the 
classroom. For some, that classroom looks dramatically 
different in a COVID-19 environment.  

The challenges of remote learning, social distancing, 
and new classroom restrictions can cause emotional stress 
for both our students and teachers.  

That’s why the Illinois Emergency Management Agen-
cy, IEMA, and local emergency managers are highlighting 
various resources to help the public make mental health a 
priority during these unprecedented times.

“When we think of school safety, we often think of vio-
lence or storm preparedness, but the mitigation measures 
associated with COVID-19 underscores the importance 
of mental health awareness,” IEMA director Alicia Tate-
Nadeau said in a news release. 

“Behavioral threat assessment teams are great resources 
to identify behavior and trends that can lead to early in-
tervention, but when students are not in class more tools 
are needed to check on the wellbeing of our students.”

The Illinois Terrorism Task Force, ITTF, School Safety 
Working Group was created in 2018 to help improve safety 
in Illinois schools.  

This group of subject matter experts has focused their 
efforts on providing practical and helpful recommenda-
tions for schools to adopt. These recommendations range 
from physical school improvements, policy suggestions, 
increasing mental health services, information sharing 
and more.

Now, more than ever, parents and educators need reli-
able information to help protect students. Everybody 
experiences mental health issues in different ways. 

Students who are contemplating hurting themselves 
or others frequently give warning signs of their distress. 
Some common signs of distress include not acting like 
they normally do, a loss of interest in things they used to 
enjoy, talking about feelings of hopelessness, being more 
reckless or isolating from family and friends. 

The Illinois State Board of Education, ISBE, recognizes 
that the well-being of students extends beyond learning 
and nutrition. To that end, the ISBE website features 
additional tools that can help provide care for mental/
emotional wellbeing of our educators and our students.

The Illinois Department of Human Services has a 
helpline for residents who need emotional support during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Illinoisans can text “TALK” to 
55-2020 (or “HABLAR” for Spanish) for the Call4Calm 
service. The text line is free of charge and is designed to 
support residents who are experiencing stress.

To learn more about how to help a friend, student, parent 
or coworker, visit ready.illinois.gov.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, August 27, 1970

Fairgoers will have an opportunity to attend the 90th 
annual Union County Fair for two more days.

The two days will consist of harness racing, beginning 
at 4:00 p.m. The King Brothers Rodeo, tonight, Aug. 27, 
beginning at 8:00 p.m. and the Queen Pageant beginning 
at 8:00 p.m. Friday, Aug. 28.

***
Anna stores will close this afternoon, Thursday, Aug. 

27, at 4:00 p.m. in order that employees may attend the 
Fair. They will close tomorrow evening at 7:00 p.m. rather 
than the usual closing time of 8:00 p.m. in order that the 
employees may attend the coronation ceremonies of the 
new Miss Union County Fair, beginning at 8 p.m.

***
A short at the fairgrounds Monday evening caused con-

sternation among fairgoers.
The short was in a tree behind the Moose Stand, sending 

sparks high in the sky.
Thanks to Bob Hill, the transformer was shut off until 

CIPS workmen could arrive and repair the service to several 
small stands.

***
A spot check of Union County schools reveals no great 

change in enrollment in the majority of the schools, which 
opened for the first full day of school Wednesday morning, 
Aug. 26.

The Anna-Jonesboro Teen Town will hold an Open 
House Saturday, Sept. 5, from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.

The peach harvest will end with this month. Peaches have 
been good and the price excellent, some growers report.

Shippers report they are presently shipping the last 
peaches, some peppers, late cucumbers, with the tomato 
harvest also winding up.

***
The Union County area experienced a rather abrupt 

change in temperature recordings the last week, when the 
differential was 32 degrees.

The high of 90 was recorded Thursday, Aug. 20, and the 
low of 58 Monday, Aug. 24.

***
Sunday night, Aug. 16, the First Baptist Church of Anna 

honored Dr. George Casper for 18 years of service in the 
field of Church Music.

The World War I Barracks No. 344 and their Auxiliary 
of Anna met August 2 at 2:00 p.m. in the American Legion 
Home, each conducting their regular monthly meeting in 
separate rooms.

The Miller School Reunion will be held Saturday, Aug. 
30, at 1 p.m. at the Jonesboro Park. Former teachers, stu-
dents, friends and “friends of friends” are invited.

From the Big Creek news: There were no services here 
Sunday night, as the road to the church is graded and ready 
for gravel, and the rain Saturday made it rough to travel. 
Hope we have gravel on by Sunday.

This week, we’re going to start with an appetizer 
before the main course..a pair of cucumbers that grew 
together and a potato that resembles a mouse... Cheri 
Beegle of Cobden grew the unusual cucumber/s. Her 
niece, Bekkah Schemonia of Pomona, grew the potato...
with ears...and a tail...in her garden.

At the time I started writing this Sunday night, the 
weather forecast was suggesting that we might get to 
experience the tail end of a hurricane this week...

...well, now, I suppose that figures. After all, we haven’t 
had a hurricane yet. Guess we’ll just have to wait and see 
what happens...

...not only do we have the possibility of a hurricane, but 
there might be an asteroid coming close to earth in early 
November...the day before the election, I think. You might 
want to make plans to go ahead and vote early...not that it 
will matter...think about what happened to the dinosaurs 
when something from outer space landed on our planet 
right before election day 60-some-odd million years ago...

...and speaking of odd things...ice hockey is being 
played in August, which has nothing to do with an aster-
oid...ice hockey in August is just not right...which is why 
I have not paid much attention to the games. I believe the 
defending Stanley Cup champions, the St. Louis Blues, 
my favorite team, are out of whatever is being called the 
playoffs...oh, well...

...thinking about such things convinces me even more 
that 2020 is, well, just a really strange year...and it also 
convinces me that the Angel Gabriel is tuning up his 
trumpet to some apocalyptic tunes around December 31...

...meanwhile...

...wanted to share an item with you folks which arrived 
by way of email a few weeks ago...

The item was a guest opinion titled “Libraries live on 
with community support,” which was written by Erin 
Schoenberg, project associate with the Center for Rural 
Affairs.

The Center for Rural Affairs, which is located in Lyons, 
Neb., was established in 1973 and is “a private, non-profit 
organization working to strengthen small businesses, fam-
ily farms and ranches, and rural communities through 
action oriented programs addressing social, economic, 
and environmental issues.”

In the guest opinion piece, Schoenberg wrote: “Re-
cently, rural Americans have missed out on many services 
usually offered in their communities.

“However, library employees have worked even harder 
to provide for their patrons. For example, in Wayne, Ne-
braska, library staff have stepped up to show their com-
munity how resilient small-town libraries can be.

“A week after closing to the public, the library initiated 
curbside book pickup. They are also offering virtual assis-

tance to patrons through online resources like Ebooks and 
audiobooks, online databases, learning games, language 
learning apps, and more.

“Libraries across rural America, large and small, are 
facing similar challenges and are responding in like ways. 
Though obstacles have been thrown at them, libraries 
continue to be a refuge. Libraries are solid, neutral spaces 
where all people can feel welcome. They’re a place where 
age, income, religion, and other socioeconomic factors 
don’t present barriers that might be found elsewhere.

“That sense of belonging and welcome, combined 
with the staff’s adaptability and willingness to work to 
meet the needs of their community are what make these 
institutions so revered.

“Rural libraries across the U.S. have faced adversity 
before, but they face it head on, ready for whatever is 
thrown at them.

“Libraries are part of the core of rural communities. 
They’re always evolving to provide the best services 
to everyone in town, and those who make the trek from 
more remote farms and ranches. In addition, libraries 
have embraced technology and, in doing so, have helped 
students and seniors access the most current information, 
tools, and services. 

“We’re encouraged to see rural public libraries get 
creative as they expand their virtual outreach, explore 
new services and technology, all the while not letting go 
of their traditional paper bound books.”

I’m sharing this item with the understanding that you  
folks know that I am a big fan of books...and a big fan 
of one of the gems of our community...Stinson Memorial 
Library in Anna.

During these very challenging times, the folks at 
Stinson also have stepped up to serve the Union County 
community. Patrons, for the most part, are not allowed in 
the library, which is located along South Main Street in 
Anna. Stinson is offering curbside delivery, home delivery 
and computer use by appointment, with a mask required, 
and other services.

The library even presented a “virtual” Summer Read-
ing program for the young people in our community. In 
recent years, the program has been extremely popular...
and came to an end with a big celebration.

Stinson Library director Lisa Livesay shared in an email 
that “the board, staff and I are trying so hard to provide 
service safely and figure our road forward.” However, as 
she noted, “this has truly been the hardest thing I have 
ever dealt with as a librarian.”

“I hate the library being ‘closed’ to the public,” she 
wrote. “I want new books to be displayed and touched 
and patrons to find that one perfect book. I never thought I 
would say this, but I missed all of the yelling and running 
during Summer Reading and grilling what felt like a mil-
lion burgers and hot dogs for all those smiling faces. I miss 
knowing we are a truly safe place for kids after school, or 
on their way home from the pool, I miss everything this 
library (or any library) is.”

Work continues on varied plans for phased reopenings 
that reduce the risk of everyone who is involved. In the 
meantime, Stinson’s director has the support of “the most 
amazing library staff ever, they have been with me through 
this from day one (our board too).”

Sorry I’m being a little bit “windy” this week. Just 
wanted to share a few thoughts about some of the many 
folks who are working to somehow try to keep life a little 
bit “normal” here in rural America. If you want to know 
more about what’s happening at the library, give ‘em a call 
at 833-2521 between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. You can check 
out the library’s Facebook page, too.

Stay safe. 

This week...an appetizer...then the main course...

...now you don’t...with hardly a sound...all four turtles slipped into the water of a pond in Union County...
and that’s all for this week.

In closing for this week... four turtles on a log, basking in the summer sunshine...just long enough for a 
photo...now you see them...

The Illinois Department 
on Aging is announcing 
its last call in accepting 
nominations for the 2020 
Senior Illinoisans Hall of 
Fame Awards. 

The awards recognize 
adults, 65 years of age and 
older, and highlight the 
meaningful contributions 
they have made in Illinois.

Award nominations are 

being accepted in four cat-
egories.

The categories include 
ommunity service, educa-
tion, labor force and perfor-
mance/graphic arts.

The deadline for nomina-
tions is Monday, Aug. 31. 
For more information on 
how to nominate someone, 
visit the website at www.
illinois.gov/aging.

Nominations accepted for Senior Illinoisans Hall of Fame Awards
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Picture This...

A Union County Fair 
Scrapbook

Featuring photographs from recent 
Union County Fairs

Kids • The Midway  •  The Exhibition Building
Harness Racing  •  Demolition Derbies  •  Power Wheels

Looking forward to next year...
 "With all memories of past fairs, of home-comings, and meetings of old friends, family re-

unions, and plain, simple, down-to-earth folks, it is no wonder that the stock farewell at each Fair 
is, 'See you next Fair.'" From "100 Years of Progress," a centennial history of the City of Anna.
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Queens of the 2019 Union County Fair
Grace Pitts was crowned as 2109 Miss Union County Fair queen. Allison McGee was crowned as Little Miss 

Union County Fair. Brooklyn Eastman was crowned as Junior Miss Union County Fair. Photo by Tiffiny Dil-
low for The Gazette-Democrat.

******

About This Section
For the first time since 1954, a Union County Fair is not being held in Anna. The 2020 fair, which would have 

taken place this week, was cancelled as a result of the coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic. This section takes a 
look back at recent Union County Fairs. As we look back, we also look forward to next year...when we'll see you 
at the fair.
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Harness racing...
A race track was constructed early in the history of 

the Union County. Many fine horses were produced and 
trained in Union County. These photographs were taken 
during harness racing action at the fair.

The Union County 
Fair: Bigger and 
better in 2021.

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

And we hope to see 
you there next year!

Auto Wash
164 E. Vienna St.

Anna

Memories that will 
last a lifetime are 
made each year

at the Union
County Fair.

Phillip
s'

From Corn Dogs to Cotton Candy, 
from the Midway to the

Demolition Derby,
The Union County Fair is a

special part of our community.

When You Need Good Used Repair Parts
Give Us A Call At (618) 833-5498

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998

www.sewlparts.com • parts@sewlparts.com
330 S. Main • Anna, IL

833-WIBH • Fax 833-9091

We look forward to 
meeting family and 
friends at the Union 

County Fair next year.

The Union County 
Fair . . . A special 

event for the young 
and the young at 

heart.

300 Leigh Dr. • Anna • 833-8592
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The exhibit building...
The exhibit building at the Union County Fair offers visitors 

an opportunity to see wonderful, home-grown produce...canned 
goods...crafts...art...and so much more...all created by our friends 
and neighbors...

Stay safe. See 
you at the fair 

next year.

The Union County 
Fair

Special memories for 
the young and the 

young at heart

CITY OF ANNA
Mayor, Commissioners and City Employees

Mark your calendars
for next year's

Union County Fair.
Union County

Abstract Office Inc.
833-6521

Susan T. Holderfield, President
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The midway...
The midway at the Union County Fair...rides...games...ex-

citement for the young...and the young at heart...the midway 
is a part of the fair which takes on a whole new look when the 
sun goes down and the lights come on... 

We look forward to 
seeing everyone at 
next year's Union 

County Fair

Shawn McMahan
AND

Rodney Henry

521 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
833-4721

From corn dogs to 
cotton candy, the 

Union County Fair
is a special part of 

our community.

Wright Bros. LLC 
d/b/a Rod's Towing 

"the legacy continues"
2297 state Rt. 146 West
crystal gurley, owner

Jonesboro • 833-5937

Even though the Union 
County Fair is canceled for 
this year, we look forward 
to all the events, rides and 
food next year at the 2021 

Union County Fair!

513 N Main St. • Anna
618-833-4471

400 S. Broadway • Goreville
618-995-1002

803 North 1st St. • Vienna
618-658-2811

318 US Hwy 51 N • Dongola
618-827-3545

1003 E. 5th Street • Metropolis
618-524-7499
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The fair is about...kids...
The Union County Fair is about the kids...the young people who work so hard on 

their projects...and have so much fun each year being a part of this special Union 
County tradition.

Everyone looks forward to 
the Union County Fair.

Brad's Collision Works
511 East Vienna • Anna • 833-3102

100 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL

833-2151

Thank you to all the 
volunteers who help 
to make the Union 

County Fair possible.

and Carports
of anna

618-697-0435
142 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL

Like us on Facebook

Everyone looks 
forward to the 
Union County 

Fair!

1540 Old Hwy. 51 N.
833-5211

Union CoUnty Farm BUreaU
is a great valUe For memBers

As a Farm Bureau member,
you can take advantage of great discounts.

• $500 Ford & $750 Lincoln exclusive savings
• Save 20% OFF Choice & Wyndham Hotels
• Big Savings ONLINE  on Theme Park Tickets
• Save up to 25% off Car Rentals
• Save up to $3,700 with John Deere Green Fleet™ Loyalty Rewards

To get these and other great benefits,
contact Union County Farm Bureau at 618-833-2125.

See you next 
year at the 

Union
County Fair.
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Everyone looks forward to 
theUnion County Fair!

Agricultural Service in Anna, Illinois
618-614-5770

139 W. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
618-833-2721

The Union County Fair . . .
Where friends will meet 

again next year.

Memories that will last a 
lifetime are made at the 

Union County Fair.

William B. Ballard, Jr.
Attorney At LAw

500 S. Main St. • Anna
833-6432

Thank you to all the 
volunteers who help to 

make the Union County Fair 
possible!

“We buy anything metal” 
155 Quail Lane • Cobden, IL

Office: 893-2195 • Cell: 697-0973
Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sat. 7 a.m. - Noon

Clark & Son

Make plans now 
to attend the 
2021 Union 
County Fair.

Danielle Stevens
Financial Representative

104 W. Broad St • Jonesboro, IL • 833-2123

Duty's Auto Glass
Over 25 years experience • John Duty, Owner
Open 6 Days a Week Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12

324 Willards Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro, IL
Toll Free: 866-759-2923 or 618-833-2923

Windshields Door Glasses
Back Glasses Chip Repair

The Union County Fair
is a special tradition

The Union County Fair. 
Looking forward to more 

special memories.

101 Leigh St.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-5596
(618) 833-9288

Open 7 days a week till 10 p.m.
We accept all major credit cards
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Crash...boom...bam
With apologies to John Mellencamp... “They come from the cities, 

And they come from the smaller towns, Beat up cars with guitars and 
drummers, Goin’ crash boom bam...” Demolition derby action is a big 
part of the Union County Fair each year. Crowds pack the grandstand 
at the fair for the derbies.

We salute the
Union County Fair Board.

Alex Belcher,
Auctioneer/Agent

alex@ollisauction.com
618-833-2227  1-800-272-9791

www.ollisauction.com

Max
iller

We appreciate and salute
the Union County Fair Board.

Union County
Commissioner

Rogers & Sons Roofing
123 Kirk • Anna, IL • 833-6222

"Have fun at the 2021
Union County Fair next year"

Thank you to 
everyone who 

works so hard to 
make the Union 

County Fair
possible.

Alto Pass
893-2464

Member FDIC

A Special Tradition:
The Union County Fair

Brad E. Donna, Agent
brad.donna.ggvf@statefarm.com
102 W. Broad St. • Jonesboro, IL

(618) 833-6021

Whitney Accounting
105 Transcraft  Drive • Anna, IL

618-833-2145
Mark Chamness, CPA  • Nathan Treece, CPA

The Union County 
Fair promises to be 
bigger and better 

next year.

The Union County Fair: 
Where special

memories are made 
each summer.

COAD
Chevrolet/ForD

Rt. 51 & 146 • Anna, IL • 833-2166
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Critters...
Critters of all kinds can be seen each year at the Union 

County Fair. You might see a bull, or a pig, and maybe even 
a make believe critter or two...

Looking forward to seeing  you at
the Union County Fair in 2021.

905 US Hwy. 51 South • Anna • 833-4592
www.slingbladeperformance.com

How fast do you want to go?

Sling Blade 
Performance

Celebrate The 
Union County Fair!

A Farmer Owned Service
400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL

Phone (618) 833-2494

We look forward to seeing everyone 
at the Union County Fair in 2021.

A Farmer Owned Service
400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL

Phone (618) 833-2494

The Union County 
Fair! Bigger and 
better next year.

Village  of  Dongola
827-4343

It's a date.
See you at next year's 

Union County Fair

Chamness Care
Anna • Cobden • Jonesboro

Chris Hodges • P.O. Box 176 • Anna, IL 62906
droptinemanagement@live.com

Looking forward to seeing you 
at next year's Union County Fair.

M.W. Seed
 olutions

Mark Willmann
Syngenta Seed Advisor • syngentaseeds.com

710 Sadler Road • Anna, IL 62906
Cell: 618-534-3157 • mwseedsolutions@yahoo.com

Looking forward to the fair next year!

See you at the Union County Fair next year

Plott ConstruCtion
Chris Plott

Stamped Concrete ~ Septic ~ Trenching ~ Hauling
Excavating ~ Flatwork ~ Basements ~ Concrete

Debris Removal ~ Snow Removal
(618) 697-2231 (cell) • (618) 833-4195 (fax)

csplott@hotmail.com

All roads will lead to the 
Union County Fair in 2021.

Call Debbie at 893-4917
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Power Wheels...
The event may not be as loud and noisy as a demolition derby, but the young participants have just as much fun...

Chamness Angus Farms
Matt Chamness

Union County 
Fair. Where 

memories are 
made.

Anna Dairy Queen
138 E. Vienna • Anna

833-2171

We salute the 
Union County 
Fair and the 

Union County 
Fair Board for 

everything 
they do.

See you at the bigger
and better Union 

County Fair in 2021.

Meller-James & 
Associates Veterinary 

Clinic
Anna, IL • 833-7421

Looking forward to the 2021 
Union County Fair!

Ronald E. Osman
& Associates, Ltd.

Ronald E. Osman • Blane Osman
Attorneys at Law

1602 W. Kimmel St. • Marion, IL
(618) 997-5151

Rusty's
Home Center

833-2101

Make plans to 
attend the 2021 

Union County FairThe Union County Fair: 
Where special memories 
are made each summer.

Rendleman & Hileman

FuneRal Homes and monuments

Anna • Jonesboro • Cobden • Alto Pass
(618) 833-2131 or (618) 833-8222

The Union 
County Fair 

was cancelled 
this year for 
the safety of 
all but mark 
your calendar 
for next year.

100 Peach Ridge Rd.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-9208

We look
forward to

seeing everyone
at the

2021 Union 
County Fair.

Dongola • 827-3541
Ullin • 845-3394
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Images from Anna centennial celebration held in 1954
The Anna Fair, now the Union County Fair, was not held in 1954. Until this year, 1954 was the first year that the fair had not been held. This year’s fair has been cancelled 

as a result of the coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic. In 1954, the City of Anna celebrated its centennial. The pictures on this page are from 1954. The pictures were featured in 
“A Pictorial History of Anna-Jonesboro, Illinois,” a book which was published in 1992 by The Gazette-Democrat.

Aerial view
An aerial view of the cities of Anna and Jonesboro in 1954.

Centennial committee
Members of the Anna centennial committee included, from left, Robert Rich, 

Howard Lam, Percy West and George E. Parks.

Souvenir stand
Standing in front of an Anna centennial souvenir stand were, from left, A.W. 

Walter Jr., Fred Brooks, Everett Alden, Joe Sweitzer and Carl Miller.

Mr. and Mrs. Centennial
Mr. and Mrs. Centennial: Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 

Chamness and daughters Mara and Marilyn were 
officially designated as the Anna Centennial Couple.

Huge parade
A huge parade was part of the city’s centennial celebration. The picture was taken as the parade moved 

south on Main Street through the four-way stop in downtown Anna.

We look forward to seeing everyone 
next year at the Union County Fair.

Leigh Burns
Union County Treasurer

A & G
Automotive

109 Transcraft 
Drive Anna, IL 

62906
833-8755

Everyone 
looks forward 

to the
Union County 

Fair!

Guthrie 
Construction, 

Inc.
Tim Guthrie

833-7663

See you 
next year!

Union 
County 

Fair!
Where

memories
are made

Flamm's
Heating & Air 
Conditioning

Cobden, IL
893-2830
893-2861

HOUSE WASH & ROOF WASH

Spray the Nation
Soft Wash and Pressure Washing

Call 618-614-9906

Check us out on facebook at SprayTheNation

See you at the union
County Fair next year!

Have Fun At  The
Union County Fair 
L. K. B. & Sons

Rock Hauling & 
Custom Spreading

Heavy Equipment Moving, 
Back Hoe & 

Trac-Hoe Service

1390 Campground Rd.
Anna

833-4769

Make plans
to attend the
2021 Union

L. K. B. & Sons
Rock Hauling & 

Custom Spreading
Heavy Equipment Moving,

Back Hoe & Trac-Hoe Service

1390 Campground Rd.
Anna

833-4769

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Rd.

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064
Mark your calendar 
for the 2021 Union 

County Fair
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1954
‘Anna Fair Must Be
Interrupted For First Time’

“Anna Fair Must 
Be Interrupted 
For First Time”

Those were the words 
in a headline which 
appeared in the Thursday, 
May 13, 1954, edition of 
The Gazette-Democrat.

In 2020, the fair, now 
called the Union County 
Fair, will be interrupted 
for the second time.

This year’s fair has 
been cancelled due to 
the ongoing coronavirus/
COVID-19 pandemic.

However, in 1954, the 
fair was cancelled for a 
much different reason.

That was the year of the 
City of Anna’s big cen-
tennial celebration, which 
took place in early July.

The headline in the May 
13, 1954, issue of the pa-
per was accompanied by 
subheadlines which read:
No Anna Fair
To Be Held
This Year
 Unable To Obtain
 Experienced Help
 And Financial Backing

The article which 
accompanied the 
headlines follows:

In a recent action by the 
Directors of the Anna Fair, 
it was voted to postpone 
the 1954 fair until 1955, 
according to an announce-
ment made by the offi cers.

Causes leading to the 
decision were given as 
being inability to obtain 
experienced help, on 
volunteer basis, lack of 
fi nancial  backing, and 
declining gate receipts 
and interest in general.

E.P. Owen, president 
of the Fair Association, 
announced that a Decla-
ration of Intention to hold 
a fair had been fi led, but 
that under present condi-
tions and the previously 
stated obstacles, coupled 
with the fact that the 
Centennial  celebration 
will be held only a few 
weeks prior to the tentative 
Fair dates, it would seem 
impossible to conduct a 
successful Fair this year.

The 1953 Fair, gen-
erally conceded to have 
been the best in recent 
years, produced lower gate 
receipts than any Fair for 
a long number of years.

Even so, the Fair 
paid all premiums and 
expenses in full and 
will have a small bal-
ance when all State Aid 
Funds are received.

Mr. Owen stated that 
the Fair Association 
would continue as an 
organization and that 
if suffi cient interest is 
evident and assistance can 
be had next year, the Fair 
will come back again.

Had the 1954 Anna 
Fair been held, it would 
have been Anna’s 75th 
consecutive fair, one 
of the oldest records in 
the state of Illinois.

Many fairs were 
interrupted during the 
war years but this will 
be the fi rst one that 
Anna has missed.

Offi cers for 1954 are 
E.P. Owen, president; 
August Bruchhauser, vice 
president; and Robert W. 
Brown, secretary-treasurer.

Union County well supplied with ag fair associations
From “100 Years of 

Progress,” a centen-
nial history of Anna, 
published in 1954.

FAIRS
Union County has been 

well supplied with agri-
cultural fair associations, 
having had two excellent 
organizations during 
this 100 year period.

Former home of a fair
A tree-lined walking path at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro. A fair was held at one time 

at what is now the site of the picnic grounds. 

The oldest of them was 
the Union County Agri-
cultural and Mechanical 
Society, which dates back 
to 1855. It was orga-
nized and held under the 
auspices of the citizens of 
Jonesboro and the coun-
ty with Jacob Hunsaker 
as its fi rst president. 

It was later known 

as the Union County 
Agricultural Board, 
reorganized under the 
State laws governing 
agricultural societies.

Fair were held annually 
on 10 acres of ground in 
Jonesboro and it was here 
the famous Lincoln and 
Douglas Debate was held 
September 15, 1858. The 

association was discon-
tinued many years ago.

The Southern Illinois 
Fair Association of Anna 
was organized under a spe-
cial act of the Legislature 
on December 13, 1879, 
with M.V. Ussery as fi rst 
president; C.M. Willard, 
treasurer; and E.R. Jinette, 
secretary, elected in 1880.

The association at 
that time was under the 
supervision of 21 di-
rectors elected for three 
years, seven of whom 
were elected each year.

They bought 51 acres 
of land on the present site 
of the Anna Fairgrounds. 
Since its purchase, a por-
tion was sold to the City 
of Anna for a cemetery. 

The Southern Illinois 
Fair Association and 
Fairgrounds at Anna 
were a private enter-
prise and owned by a 
joint stock company. 

Last year the outstand-
ing stock holders relin-
quished their shares and 
the City of Anna acquired 
the property. The City 
of Anna is creating a 
city park and building a 
swimming pool on the site. 
Fairs will continue to be 
held here in the future.

Union County early farmers produced 
great quantities of fruits, vegetables

From “A New Geog-
raphy of Illinois: Union 
County,” Outdoor Illinois 
magazine, June-July 1974.

The earliest settlers had 
discovered that the terrain 
and climate of Union 
County were conducive 
for the production of 
high quality fruit trees.

Results were particu-
larly good on the ridges 
so that by 1858, many 
fruit trees were bear-
ing profusely in the hill 
country around Cobden 
and the present day 
community of Alto Pass.

The new railroad 
provided fast ship-
ment of produce to the 
big city markets.

In 1860, the fi rst 
express package of fruit 
was shipped from Union 
County to Chicago.

Because of the mild 
climate in Union Coun-
ty (temperatures rarely 
fall below zero), fruits 
and vegetables have a 
long growing season.

As a result, Union 
County farmers began 
growing great quantities 
of apples, peaches, cher-
ries, pears, blackberries, 
raspberries, gooseberries, 
strawberries, rhubarb, as-
paragus, radishes, onions, 
peas, beans, potatoes, 
and sweet potatoes.

And when one of Union 
County’s most ingenious 
orchard growers, Parker 
Earle, invented the fi rst 
refrigerated crates in 

1877, the county was in 
for a tremendous boom.

By 1880, refrigerated 
railroad cars lined up 
at Cobden, Anna, and 
Balcom, along the Illinois 
Central, and at Alto Pass, 
along the Cairo to St. 
Louis Railroad, to load 
hundreds of bushels of 
fruits and thousands of 
pounds of vegetables daily 
for rapid transport to met-
ropolitan markets in Chi-
cago, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Buffalo, and other cities.

Cooling houses adja-
cent to the railroads were 
constructed in Anna and 
Cobden in 1881. Union 
County had become 
the fruit and vegetable 
capital of the midwest.

In 1881, twenty-fi ve to 
thirty-fi ve train carloads 
of peaches left Cobden 
daily for Chicago markets.

During that year, 

10,650 bushels of peach-
es were shipped from 
Union County. Fifteen 
to twenty carloads of 
strawberries left the 
county daily for Chicago.

Two hundred twen-
ty-fi ve thousand one-
third-bushel boxes of 
tomatoes were shipped 
from Cobden in 1882, as 
were one hundred sev-
enty tons of rhubarb.

The need for packing 
fruits and vegetables in 
crates gave rise to sev-
eral factories for mak-
ing such containers.

Farm and orchard prod-
ucts contributed to bring 
prosperity and, in 1934, 
Anna and Cobden built 
large municipal markets.

Laborers' International Union of 
North America is looking forward 
to next year's Union County Fair.

See you at the 2021
Union County Fair

316 S. Main • Anna • (618) 833-3777

Celisha Merriman, OD
Paul Jacobs, OD

Trevor Crabtree, OD
Jessie Crabtree, OD

Thank 
you to the 

members of 
the Union 
County 

Fair Board

R & J 
Country 
Living

Ron & Janice 
Garner

Anna • 833-7418

Spanish 
Oaks Center
Kristie McAlister
Owner/Administrator

833-8013

Make plans 
to attend 

next year's 
Union

County Fair

The Union
County Fair

bigger and
better in 2021. 
See you there.

T&I Office 
Equipment
Anna • 833-8004

Sales & Service
Savin Copiers & Fax

Full Color Copies
Visit our website:
www.tioffice.com
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