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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

Slight chance of snow showers on Christmas Eve

White Christmas not seen very often in area

Merry Christmas to 
all of our readers. The 
banner, by the way, is on 
display in Cobden.

***
Thursday, today, is the 

first day of winter. The 
days start getting longer...
and spring training isn’t 
all that far away.

***

A Christmas tree is on 
display in the main lobby 
at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

Snow at Christmas
Snow is not seen very often on Christmas Day 

in the Union County area. This image is from the 
2014 holiday season. File photo.

Temperatures in the 30s 
and a slight chance of snow 
showers are in the forecast 
for Christmas Eve in the 
region. Christmas Eve is 
Sunday, Dec. 24.

The forecast for the up-
coming holiday was post-
ed early this week on the 
website for the National 
Weather Service office in 
Paducah.

The forecast calls for a 
chance of rain and snow 
early Saturday morning. 
The high on Saturday is 
expected to be around 40.

On Sunday, Christmas 
Eve, there’s a slight chance 
for rain and snow, with a 
high temperature near 35. 
A slight chance for snow 
showers continues on Sun-
day night.

Christmas Day, which 
is Monday, Dec. 25, is ex-
pected to be mostly sunny 
and cold, with a high tem-
perature near 31.

In looking back at weath-

er for the Christmas holiday 
over the years, the weather 
service office in Paducah 
noted that snow has not 
been seen very often.

Climate data has been re-
corded in the Paducah area 
since December of 1937.

Measurable snowfall has 
only occurred on three oc-
casions, or 4 percent of all 
of the years on record, with 
the most recent in 1992.

The weather service has 
recorded eight years which 
were classified as a white 
Christmas, with a snow 
depth of 1 inch or greater. 
This last happened in 2010, 
when 3 inches of snow was 
on the ground on Christmas 
morning. 

The largest snow depth 
observed on Christmas 
morning was in 2004, with 
9.0 inches. That year also 
was very cold – The high 
temperature on Christmas 
Day was 27, while the low 
was 8 degrees below zero.

A good majority of the 
Christmas Days in the re-
gion have had high tem-
peratures in the 30s and 40s. 

In 2016, however, the 
high was 71 degrees, which 
was the warmest on record. 
This was the only time on 
record when Paducah had 
witnessed 70 degrees on 
Christmas Day. 

The coldest high was 
12, which was recorded in 
1983. Two years later, in 
1985, the high was only 19.

Drought Conditions 
Continue

As the area prepares for 
the arrival of Christmas, 
drought conditions continue 
in Southern Illinois, includ-
ing the Union County area.

As of Dec. 14, abnor-
mally dry conditions were 
reported in Union, Johnson, 
Jackson, Williamson, Al-
exander, Pulaski and Mas-
sac counties in Southern 
Illinois.

Very light rainfall was 

recorded on Monday and 
Tuesday in the Union Coun-
ty area.

Drought conditions are 
monitored nationwide by 
the U.S. Drought Monitor.

The U.S. Drought Moni-
tor is a joint collabora-
tive effort which involves 

the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, the National 
Drought Mitigation Cen-
ter at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, the U.S. 
Department of Commerce 
and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin-
istration.

Commitments to church, community recognized

Wolf Lake man honored for dedicated service

An image for the season...
Mary, Joseph and the infant Jesus were portrayed during a recent Christmas holiday season event 

in Union County. The First Baptist Church in Cobden hosted its annual presentation of “A Night in 
Bethlehem,” and welcomed many visitors. Mary was portrayed by Clare Bunyan of Cobden. Joseph was 
portrayed by Jacob Staley of Carbondale. This week, The Gazette-Democrat wishes a Merry Christmas 
to all of the paper’s readers.

A Union County man 
has been honored for his 
commitment to church, 
community and other pub-
lic services.

Dan Wilson of Wolf 
Lake was honored on Nov. 
5 by the Wolf Lake United 
Methodist Church.

Wilson has remained in 
Wolf Lake since his birth, 
except for the years when 
he served in the military, 
from 1954 to 1956.

He attended both el-
ementary school and high 
school in Wolf Lake. He 
attended Southeast Mis-
souri State University in 
Cape Girardeau. 

He and his father 
owned and operated Wil-
son’s Garage and farmed. 
Later, they went into 
business as Wilson’ Case 
Implement Sales and 
Service.

In 1966, they sold the 
business and Wilson’s fa-
ther, D.G., retired and Dan 
became a full-time farmer.

Wilson has always been 

active in the church, serv-
ing in every capacity of its 
functions and sharing re-
sponsibility for maintain-
ing the church building.

He became very active 
in organizing what is now 
known as the Bald Knob 
Cross Foundation. 

Wilson spent more than 
20 years doing volunteer 
work, which included 
taking care of the grounds, 
instituting a Passion of 
Christ play and promoting 
fund-raisers.

In mid-life, Wilson be-
came a professional pho-
tographer. He has taken 
many photographs of the 
Cross of Peace at Bald 
Knob and rural Southern 
Illinois, and also has done 
family portraits.

As a farmer, Wilson has 
watched the Mississippi 
River for 80 years. He has 
helped to keep the levee 
safe, using his energy, ma-
chinery and equipment. 

He has assisted neigh-
bors with their needs when 

flooding has occurred. 
That was especially true 
in the spring of this year, 
when 5,000 tons of gravel 
were poured on his prop-
erty at the base of the river 
levee.

During this time, 
Wilson also raised two 
children, Kim Wilson 
Benefield, who lives in 
Anna and is a pharmacist; 
and Rod Wilson, who has 
completed a career in the 
military and now works as 
a civil employee in Bel-
gium. Rod and Kim each 
have two children.

The story of Dan 
Wilson’s life was brought 
together on DVDs which 
were made from a col-
lection of pictures from 
Wilson’s mother’s collec-
tion and his own.

The earliest pictures 
date to 1898. The most 
recent feature pictures of 
levee repair work in 2017.

The presentation was 
given by Randy Lambdin 

and Della M. Shepard, 
who shared comments 
from their interview with 
Wilson.

Friends and family 
also were invited to share 
memories and humorous 
events from Wilson’s life 

that few know about.
Immediately following 

the ceremony, a lunch was 
served to everyone by the 
ladies of the church as a 
way to say “thank you” in 
appreciation of a man who 
has served others well.

Plaque presented
Dan Wilson, left, was presented with a plaque by 

the Rev. Carl Mesiti. Photo provided.

Weather
Temperatures ranged 

from a high of 54 degrees 
to a low of 18 during the 
period of Dec. 12-18 in the 
Union County area.

Precipitation was very 
light, with .06 of an inch 
of rain recorded on Dec. 17 
and a trace on Dec. 18.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by weather observer 
Dana Cross in Jonesboro:
                                   H  L
Tuesday, Dec. 12        47 19
Wednesday, Dec. 13   52 18
Thursday, Dec. 14      42 31
Friday, Dec. 15            45 27
Saturday, Dec. 16        54 25
Sunday, Dec. 17          45 40
Monday, Dec. 18         51 40

Kornthal
service set

A Christmas worship 
service is planned Thurs-
day, today, at Kornthal 
Church near Jonesboro. The 
service begins at 6:30 p.m.

Fellowship, with light 
refreshments, will follow 
the service.

Kornthal Church is lo-
cated 2 1/2 miles south of 
Jonesboro, just off Illinois 
Route 127.
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What Is 
The Value 

Of A
Community 
Newspaper?

What is the value of a community 
newspaper?

What does it bring to that com-
munity that no other institution can 
provide?

The local newspaper is a basic 
institution in any community, like 
the post office, the schools and the 
churches.

The local community newspaper, 
whether it be a 2,000 circulation 
weekly or a 50,000 circulation daily, 
serves to keep people connected to 
their community, by telling them 
what's happening with their neigh-
bors, as well as the institution serv-
ing the community.

The publication of obituaries, 
birth announcements, weddings and 
other significant events in our lives 
remind us of poet John Donne's 
words, "no man is an island."

Community newspapers alert 
members of the community to prob-
lems needing attention. 

The community newspaper fa-
cilitates the exchange of ideas and 
opinions through its editorial page 
and letters to the editor.

There are so many things of value 
community newspapers provide: 
the recording of local history and 
helping to maintain a healthy local 
economy through effective advertis-
ing for local businesses are just a 
few areas of value.

The community newspaper's value 
to its community is unquestioned.

– from Publishers Auxiliary, 
a publication of the 

National Newspaper Association
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During this wonderful
holiday season, we’d like

to let you know how much 
we value your ever-loyal 

support.
Merry Christmas,

everyone!

Jerry Reppert,
along with everyone at
Reppert Publications

don't forget
the golfer

in your life
this holiday

Check out
this compact
easy-to-use

Laser 
Rangefinder

2901 Hawthorne Rd. • Cape Girardeau, MO

(573) 332-0860

Note
to readers
The Christmas holi-

day will be celebrated 
on Monday, Dec. 25.

The Gazette-Demo-
crat office in Anna will 
be closed on Christ-
mas Day.

Due to the holiday 
schedule, we would 
ask that news items be 
submitted to the paper 
by noon on Friday, 
Dec. 22.

Thank you for your 
cooperation. Merry 
Christmas.

Constituent survey input
welcomed by legislator

State Rep. Natalie Phelps 
Finnie, D-Elizabethtown, is 
asking Southern Illinois 
residents to share thoughts 
on what state issues they are 
most concerned about, as 
well as their ideas on how 
to address those issues, on 
her constituent survey.

“I recently mailed cop-
ies of my 2017 constituent 
survey to families across 
Southern Illinois. I also 
leave copies of my survey at 
folks’ doors as I walk door 
to door in local neighbor-
hoods,” Phelps Finnie said 
in a news release.  

“My constituent survey 
gives folks an easy opportu-
nity to express their biggest 
concerns about problems 
facing our state. I always 
appreciate the input from 
the people that I represent, 
because this helps me to 
represent them better.”

Phelps Finnie’s constitu-
ent survey asks residents to 
rank what they believe to be 
the most important issues 
facing the state, including 
issues such as reducing 
state spending, cutting taxes 
and gun owners’ rights.  

Copies of the survey can 

be returned by mail or by 
bringing it to her full-time 
constituent service office,  
which is located at 607 S. 
Commercial St. in Harris-
burg, Monday through Fri-
day, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“I want to represent our 
region to the best of my 
ability, so it is necessary 
for me to hear what issues 
Southern Illinoisans find 
most important, directly 
from them. I encourage 
folks that have received 
my survey to return it,” the 
legislator said.

“Starting in 2018, the 
legislature will begin their 
spring session, and I vow to 
be the voice that Southern 
Illinois needs in Spring-
field.”

For more information, 
or to receive a copy of the 
legislative survey, contact 
her constituent service of-
fice at 618-253-4189 or 
email RepPhelpsFinnie@
gmail.com.

Phelps Finnie represents 
all or portions of Alexander, 
Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jackson, Johnson, Massac, 
Pope, Pulaski, Saline and 
Union counties.

Preparedness, safety
holiday gift ideas shared

items can be found at hard-
ware and department stores, 
IEMA noted.

The agency advised that 
candles and strings of col-
ored lights create a festive 
holiday atmosphere, but 
it’s important to be careful 
when using them. 

Candles should never be 
left unattended and should 
be placed on stable furni-
ture in fire-safe holders that 
will catch dripping wax. 

With the holiday season 
in full swing, the Illinois 
Emergency Management 
Agency, IEMA, and local 
emergency management 
agencies are offering tips to 
help people stay safe now 
and into 2018.

IEMA offered several 
ideas for preparedness and 
safety gifts, including the 
following:

A National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion, NOAA, weather alert 
radio with battery backup, 
a tone-alert feature and 
Specific Area Message En-
coding, SAME, technology.

A flashlight with extra 
batteries.

A first aid kit with sterile 
bandages and gauze pads in 
assorted sizes, antiseptic, 
latex gloves, tweezers, scis-
sors, soap and moistened 
towelettes and thermom-
eter.

A home emergency 
preparedness kit stocked 
with a three-day supply 
of bottled water and non-
perishable food, battery-
powered radio, weather 
radio and flashlights with 
extra batteries, first aid kit, 
shut-off wrench (to turn off 
household gas and water), 
manual can opener and fire 
extinguisher.

A vehicle preparedness 
kit stocked with a flashlight 
with extra batteries, first 
aid kit, water and non-
perishable snacks, blankets, 
windshield scraper and 
brush, booster cables, sack 
of sand or kitty litter, tool 
kit and shovel.

A smoke alarm and car-
bon monoxide detector.

Most preparedness gift 

Illinois state patient's disability
placards can be renewed online

Illinois Secretary of 
State Jesse White reports 
that physicians can renew 
their patient’s disability 
placards online by visiting 
the office’s website.

Illinois now becomes the 
second state in the nation to 
provide this vital service to 
persons with disabilities, 
White said. 

In order to help reduce 
the fraud and abuse of the 
Parking Program for Per-
sons with Disabilities, per-
sons with disabilities are 
required to renew their per-
manent disability parking 
placards every four years. 

Prior to the new online 
renewal program, the appli-
cants were required to visit 
their physician to obtain a 
new permanent disability 
parking placard. 

The physician would 
complete the renewal form 
after confirming the indi-
vidual’s medical eligibility. 

Upon completion, the 
form was mailed to the Il-
linois Secretary of State’s 
office in Springfield to be 
reviewed before a new plac-
ard was issued and mailed 
to the applicant.  

With the upgraded re-
newal system, the secretary 
of state’s office sends a 
renewal certification form 
to the authorized holder of 
permanent disability plac-
ard approximately three 
months prior to their park-
ing placard’s expiration 
date. 

The renewal certification 
form contains the informa-
tion of the authorized hold-

ers, including their current 
parking placard number and 
authorized pin number. 

The authorized holders 
then take the form to their 
physician, who submits the 
patient’s information online 
at www.cyberdriveillinois.
com.

Under the new program, 
the certification form is 
submitted instantly to the 
secretary of state’s office. 

If the authorized holders 
provided an email address, 
they will receive an email 
confirmation that their ap-
plication has been received. 

Following approval, 
their updated placard will 
be mailed.

“The new system will 
significantly reduce the 
amount of time it takes 
for individuals to receive 
their new parking plac-
ard,” White said in a news 
release. 

“It will also reduce post-
age costs and streamline the 
program making it even 
more efficient.”  

The electronic applica-
tion cannot be used by those 
renewing red temporary 
parking placards or by par-
ents or guardians renewing 
on behalf of a child with a 
disability. 

These requests must be 
made using the paper ap-
plication process. If indi-
viduals prefer to complete 
the renewal form using the 
paper application process, 
they may do so. 

There are currently 
627,281 permanent dis-
ability placards and 51,416 

disability license plates in 
Illinois. 

In October, approxi-
mately 60,000 letters were 
mailed to permanent park-
ing placard users whose 
parking placards will expire 
on Jan. 31, 2018. 

The online service be-
gan on Oct. 12. Through 
Dec. 14, more than 400 
people have had their park-
ing placards renewed by 
their physician and almost 
13,000 people have used 
the online service.
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Still need 
a holiday gift?

Give a gift 
subscription to

The
Gazette-Democrat
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The employees and board of directors of Anna-Jonesboro National 
Bank would like to wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy 

New Year.  We look forward to serving you in 2018!

Serving you from four locations
201 S. Main Street

Anna • 618-833-8506
1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547
512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

151 Leigh Avenue
Anna • 618-833-4546

For bookkeeping and account information, please call 618-833-4546

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

From our 
family to yours, 
may you have 
a very Merry 
Christmas!

 
The Northwest Territory 
and The Jefferson Plan 
 
 To understand how Illi-
nois had become a territory 
and continued on to become 
a state, it will be necessary 
to look at some of the polit-
ical events that brought this 
about. 
 Under the Articles of 
Confederation of the origi-
nal colonies in 1777, it was 
necessary for each of the 
colonies to cede its western 
lands.  Virginia had claimed 
all the land to the west all 
the way to the Mississippi 
River which was this na-
tion’s western boundary.  
When they ceded that land, 
the Northwest Territory was 
formed from all lands north 
of the Ohio River and East 
of the Mississippi.  This in-
cluded present day Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin and part of Min-
nesota.  With some political 
wrangling, the territory was 
established in 1878. 

 The question arose 
concerning how to divide 
that territory into future 
states.  Thomas Jefferson, 
always the inventive one, 
proposed the following 

division known as “The Jef-
ferson Plan.”  
 The new states, as they 
entered the union, would be 
known by the following 
names as shown by the 
numbers below. 
 
1 – SYLVANIA 
2 – MICHIGANIA 
3 – CHERSONESUS 
4 – ASSENISIPIA 
5 – METROPOTAMIA 
6 – ILLINOIA 
7 – SARATOGA 
8 – WASHINGTON 
9 – POLYPOTAMIA 
10 – PELISIPIA 
11 – EQUITASIA 
12 – JEFFERSON 
13 – MISSISSIPPI 
14 – ADAMS 

It is quite fortunate 
that the Jefferson 
Plan did not win fa-
vor among others in 
power.  For people 

who might be living in the 
area of Old Johnson 
County, their mailing ad-
dress would have been 
“Polypotamia.”  

 But, on the other hand, 
those living in Polypotamia 
would not be in the same 
state as Chicago, it being in 
the state of Assenisippia. 
 The Northwest Terri-
tory would be further di-
vided.  For those living in 
the area of Old Johnson 
County, they would, of 
course, have lived first in 
the Northwest Territory.  
This area was then known 
as and under the control of 
the Indiana Territory.  In 
1809, the Illinois Territory 
was created and separated 
from the Indiana Territory.  
For the first few years, the 
Illinois Territory would in-
clude all of Wisconsin and 
part of Minnesota. 

 Illinois would remain a 
territory until 1818 when it 
became a state. 
  

Don’t Miss Next Week 
 

“The Revolutionary War 
comes to Illinois” 

See “annablepublishing.com” to find local outlets for this book or how to order. 

23GEOWTF

1G

County bicentennial kickoff planned
Union County will join the City of Jonesboro and the State of Illinois in the 

celebration of their bicentennials in 2018. The Union County Historical and 
Genealogy Society plans to kick off the celebration of the county’s bicenten-
nial on Saturday, Jan. 6, 2018. The kickoff event is scheduled from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. at the Union County Courthouse.The event will feature a reading of the 
official document which established Union County, appearances by various 
local notable figures from the era, historical exhibits, hard cider and a fiddler. 
The accompanying map, shared by the historical society, features the State 
of Illinois in 1818. The map was included in materials created by the Illinois 
State Historical Society which were distributed to teachers during the state’s 
sesquicentennial observance in 1968.

‘Tis the season
Christmas will be celebrated on Monday, Dec. 

25. Many activities have been held in Union County 
to celebrate the holiday season. Schools have had 
special holiday programs. Christmas in the Village 
was celebrated in Cobden. Christmas in Downtown 
Anna kicked off the holiday season with a variety 
of special activities. During Christmas in Down-
town Anna, Santa Claus was at Anna-Jonesboro 
National Bank. Courtney Brame and Isabella Brame 
sat on Santa’s lap to tell him what they wanted for 
Christmas this year.

Traveler
survey
underway

The Illinois Department 
of Transportation, IDOT, 
is seeking feedback on the 
state’s transportation sys-
tem through its annual Il-
linois Traveler Opinion 
Survey, which is available 
through Dec. 31.

The annual survey is 
conducted through the Uni-
versity of Illinois Spring-
field’s Survey Research 
Office.

The survey seeks input 
on topics ranging from 
road conditions and ice-
and-snow removal to com-
muting habits and driving 
behaviors. 

Questions also address 
IDOT’s website, the state’s 
rest-area system and Am-
trak service.

In an effort to expand 
the feedback it receives 
from the public, IDOT for 
the first time is making the 
survey available online. To 
take the survey, visit idot.
illinois.gov.

The Illinois Traveler 
Opinion Survey has been 
conducted annually since 
2001. 
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Sports

A-J wrestling team in action
The Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School 
wrestling team competed at 
the 48th annual Mascoutah 
Tournament Dec. 15-16.

The Wildcats took seven 
wrestlers to compete at the 
27-team tourney.

The majority of the 
schools were Class 2A and 
Class 3A.

A-J’s Arieh Hart was the 
champion in the 152-pound  
weight class.

Seventh place finishers 
for the Wildcats were Ami-
yah Hart in the 106-pound 

A-J’s Arieh Hart finishes first
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School’s Arieh Hart, middle, won the 

152-pound weight class at the 48th annual Mascoutah Wrestling Tournament 
Dec. 16. Photo provided.

class and Garrett Fabec in 
the 285-pound bracket.

A-J’s Jay Tellor fin-
ished in eighth place at 120 
pounds.

Benton Duals
On Dec. 9, the Wildcats 

competed in the Benton 
Duals.

The Wildcats defeated 
Paducah 62-18 and Fairfield 
51-30 and lost to Carmi 
White County 43-39 and 
Caldwell County, Ky., 44-
36.

Arieh Hart defeated the 
No. 10 ranked Seth Slayton 

of Caldwell County by a fall 
in the first period.

A-J, 5-3 overall in dual 
competition, competes 
again at the Carterville 
Holiday Duals on Dec. 30.

Saluki Sports Update 
By Fred Huff

Santa, you’ve been kind 
to us in the past and have 
treated the Salukis reason-
ably well

So far, so good, Santa...
unless you throw in a couple 
of shockers this week prior 
to taking off for your big trip 
early next week.

The basketball Salukis 
had a good win Sunday 
and actually looked good in 
disposing of another team 
we didn’t have much knowl-
edge about…just what we 
had read and you know all 
about that when it comes to 
guys like me writing about 
sports.   

Of course, if you were 
really wanting to impress 
us, you could send us to 
Las Vegas along with Coach 
Barry Hinson and his friends 
for the tournament SIU will 
possibly win this weekend. 

We’d even agree to go to 
one of the two games the Sa-
lukis are scheduled to play 
there (Friday vs. Nevada 
and Saturday vs. Duquesne). 

In fact, if the machines 
were being unfriendly, we 

may even go to both games.
Everyone who has had 

the good fortune to visit Ve-
gas has a story or two to tell. 

One we’ll remember for-
ever was in the early 2000s, 
shortly after we had retired 
from our 35-year stint at 
SIU. 

We had spent eight days/
nights in Fairbanks, Alas-
ka, in charge of the media, 
working the “Top of the 
World” basketball tourna-
ment there. 

After flying home in a 
rush, we changed wardrobes 
in one hour, before heading 
back to St. Louis and a flight 
to Vegas for the same type 
duty at a tournament there.

Trying to impress our 
new bosses, the tournament 
sponsors, we were on our 
feet for a long, long day 
trying to get ready at a high 
school gym. 

Next morning, we could 
not stand on our feet, the 
bottoms were worn out. For-
tunately, that was corrected 
and the tournament went on 
as scheduled.  

And, incidentally, the 
Salukis, one of eight teams 
there, lost a thriller (75-72) 
to Illinois in the champion-
ship game.

The point is, Santa, that 
you’ve been kind to us in 
the past and have treated 
the Salukis reasonably well.

One memory we’ll never 
forget, despite it being a 
loss, is the unexpected foot-
ball loss to Wichita State in 
1983…yeah, the year SIU 
won the national champi-
onship. 

The Salukis were rolling, 
10-0, a shoo-in for a berth in 
the playoffs and the Shock-
ers were only so-so. 

Coach Rey Dempsey’s 
club apparently celebrated 
the unbeaten regular season 
too soon, however, and lost, 
28-6.  

Dempsey said later: 
“We’d never won the 
championship if we hadn’t 
learned our lesson in over-
confidence at Wichita.”

And there have been 
other lessons learned along 
the way, Santa, as you have 
a knack in delivering timely 
messages. 

Yet, there were a few 
we’ll never forget and never 
be able to figure out.

The few tragedies in 
SIU’s sports history still 
hurt.  

Gymnast Gary Moro-
va’s trampoline accident on 
the Arena concourse level 
which cost him his life after 
having been named SIU’s 
athlete of the year the previ-
ous year still hurts. 

So, too, does the game-
injury to Mark Hemphill in 
1979 that ultimately led to 
his death. Yeah, Mark had 
memories of being honored 
by the largest crowd ever 
to attend a football game at 
SIU a couple of years later 
before giving in, but it still 
hurts.

Sure, there have been a 
few other setbacks, but those 
two are at the top of our 
“please, please don’t ever, 
ever repeat”  list.

Have a merry, and safe, 
Christmas.

Commentary

A-J fan will be missed
By Mike Estel

About every sporting  
event  I got to see at  An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School for the last 
several years a familiar 
face  would always be there 
somewhere in the crowd.

Richard “Dick” Pitts of 
Anna never missed very 
many Wildcat baseball, 
basketball  or  football 
games.

He would be there some-
where in the crowd rooting 
for his favorite team.

When I ran into him 
around town, he was al-
ways ready to talk about the 
sport that was in season at 
the time.

I would often see him at 
local restaurants in the ear-
ly mornings hours and ev-
ery time we met he would 
always bring up sports in 
conversation right away.

I would be the first to 
admit that he was quite 
knowledgeable of the sport 
he was talking about. It was 
always very interesting 
conversing with him about 
a  particular sport and the 
various players abilities. 
I never questioned him 
because he definitely knew 
what he was talking about.

There was no doubt in 
my mind he had studied 
every aspect of the sport he 

would be speaking about.
He apparently had been 

involved in sporting events 
all his life because he was a 
former Khoury League and 
American Legion baseball 
coach as well.

Despite winning or los-
ing records, he was always 
there supporting the sport 
in season. To say he was 
a loyal fan would be an 
understatement.

He was well rounded 
versed in the sporting world 
and also enjoyed the sports 
of golfing and hunting.

I never talked to him 
about his health situation, 
but the last several years he 
just never appeared to be in 
the best of health. We just 
continued to talk about the 
various sporting events that 
was going on at the time.

No, he never complained 
once to me about his condi-
tion and seemed to go on 
with life as best as he could.

I was very saddened 
recently when I read in the 
local newspaper about his 
demise.

There will just be some-
thing amiss at an A-J bas-
ketball, football or baseball 
game in the near future.

Loyal fan Dick Pitts was 
just a very familiar sight 
at the A-J games where he 
will surely be missed.

Wildcats hold off Lions,
record improves to 7-2

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team split 
in recent action.

Massac County 63, A-J 
57: The host Wildcats let a 
lead slip away in the loss 
Saturday, Dec. 16.

The Wildcats led 46-42 
headed into the final period. 
The Patriots came on to 
outscore A-J 21-11 in the 
final period.

Jake Parr had 26 points 
and 8 rebounds to lead A-J. 
Sheldon McGrath had 13 
points and 5 rebounds. Car-
son Reynolds had 4 points 
and 2 rebounds. 

Tyler Smith had 4 points 
and a rebound. Blake Pena 
and Noah Smith had 3 
points apiece. Ross Pin-
non had 2 points and 2 re-
bounds. Jacob Zimmerman 
had 2 points and a rebound.

A-J was 14 of 25 from 
the floor, 4 of 21 from 
3-point range and 17 of 23 
from the free throw line.

The Patriots were 16 
of 28 from the floor, 4 of 
22 from 3-point range and 
19 of 30 from the charity 
stripe.

A-J 68, Carterville 58: 
The visiting Lions were not 

able to hold on to a first-
quarter lead in the Southern 
Illinois River-to-River Con-
ference Mississippi Divi-
sion win for the Wildcats 
Friday, Dec. 15.

The Wildcats outscored 
Carterville 23-10 in the final 
stanza on their way to the 
win. The game featured five 
ties and seven lead changes.

Parr had 25 points and 7 
rebounds to lead A-J. Zim-
merman had 11 points and 
2 rebounds. 

Pinnon had 8 points and 
3 rebounds. Logan Sawyer 
had 8 points and a rebound. 
Noah McFarland had 4 
points and 2 rebounds. 
Reynolds had 2 points and 
a rebound.

A-J was 16 of 28 from 
the floor, 6 of 12 from 
3-point range and 18 of 19 
from the free throw line.

Carterville was 14 of 23 
from the floor, 7 of 16 from 
3-point range and 9 of 19 
from the charity stripe.

A-J, 7-2 overall and 1-1 
in the conference, plays Fri-
day at Pinckneyville. The 
Wildcats play next week in 
the Eldorado Tournament, 
which is scheduled Dec. 
28-30.

Appleknockers improve
to 8-4 with two victories

T h e  C o b d e n  H i g h 
School boys’ basketball 
team won a pair of games 
in recent action.

Cobden 48, Elverado 
43: The host Appleknock-
ers pulled ahead 14-5 after 
one quarter on their way 
to the win Friday, Dec. 15.

Noah Franklin had 14 
points to lead Cobden. Joe 
Brumleve added 10 points, 
Clayton Eck 9, Landon 
Britt 7, Dylan Lewey 5 nd 
Connor Allen 3.

Cobden 93, Shawnee 
47: The host Appleknock-
ers pulled ahead 16-12 after 
one quarter on their way to 
the win Tuesday, Dec. 12.

Lewey led the way with 
26 points. Franklin added 

24 points, Brumleve 14, 
Chandler West 10, John 
Russell 8, Zane Nance 7 
and Cody Weiseman and 
Alex Ramsey 2 apiece.

Austin Warren had 17 
points to lead the Redskins. 
Trenton Matlock had 11 
points, Dawson Johnson 
10, Trace Faire 5, Nicholas 
Rose 3 and Cody McLane 
1.

Cobden, 8-4, was sched-
uled to play Goreville and 
Cairo earlier this week.

The Appleknockers are 
scheduled to play in the 
Sesser-Valier tournament 
next week. Cobden begins 
tournament play against 
Thompsonville on Tuesday, 
Dec. 26.

A-J bowling 
teams post wins

The host Anna-Jones-
boro Community High 
School boys’ and girls’ 
varsity bowling team posted 
wins over Massac County 
in recent competition.

The boys’ team im-
proved to 5-0 with a 2,560-
2,197 win.

A-J high scores were 
recorded by Seth Busby, 
with 207 and 213; and Evan 
Smoot, with 231.

The A-J girls’ varsity 
team scored a 2,199-1,944 
victory.

High scores for the girls 
were recorded by Logan 
Brown, with 210 and 184; 
and Avery Page, with 187 
and 193.

Cobden 66,
Century 55

Cobden pulled ahead 
early on its way to a 66-55  
win over host Century in 
South Egyptian Conference 
high school girls’ basketball  
Thursday, Dec. 14.         

Meredith Flamm had 
22 points to lead Cobden. 
Brooke Bailey added 14 
points, Alaina Hartline 10, 
Lauren Sweitzer 6, Aubrey 
Fisher 5 and Jenna Hartline 
4.

Cobden defeated host 
Cairo 53-42 on Wednesday, 
Dec. 13.

Cobden, 6-2, is scheduled 
to play at home  against 
Johnston City on Tuesday, 
Jan. 2.

Soccer
players
honored

Three Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School/
Cobden/Dongola boys’ co-
op soccer team players have 
been named to the Southern 
Illinois Coaches Associa-
tion’s 2017 All-South soccer 
team.

Jake Parr and Jaryt Tripp, 
both seniors at A-J, and John 
Russell, a senior at Cobden 
earned the postseason rec-
ognition.

Meridian scores
win over 
Dongola

Meridian built a 29-14 
first quarter lead on its way  
to a 96-40 win over host 
Dongola in South Egyptian 
Conference high school 
boys’ basketball Wednesday, 
Dec. 13.

Clayton Smith led the 
Demons with 15 points. 
Cameron Hogue had 7 
points, Robbie Hammond 
and Collin Hall had 6 apiece, 
and Evan Treat and Joey 
Thomas 3 each. 

IDNR News Bits
The Illinois Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 
shares the following items 
of interest:

Archery Deer and Fall 
Turkey Permits: Illinois 
archery deer and Illinois 
archery fall turkey seasons 
are open through Jan. 14, 
2018.  

Permits are available 
over the counter at DNR 
Direct license and permit 
vendors. 

Vendors can be found 
http:/ /dnr. i l l inois.gov/
DNRDirectMonitor/Ven-
dorListing.aspx. 

Archery Fall Turkey 
Harvest Update: Through 
Dec. 4, Illinois archery tur-
key hunters had harvested 
a preliminary total of 604 
turkeys, compared to 435 
during the same period in 
2016. 

The top county harvest 
totals through Dec. 4 were 
Jefferson (22), Fulton (20), 
Cass (19), Rock Island (17) 
and Jo Daviess/Knox (14). 

The season opened Oct. 
1 and concludes on Jan. 
14, 2018. 

Spring Turkey Appli-
cations:  Hunters can apply 
for the second lottery for 
2018 Illinois spring wild 
turkey season permits. 

The application dead-
line for the second lottery 
for 2018 spring turkey 
permits is Jan. 11, 2018. 

More information can 
be found at https://www.
dnr.illinois.gov/hunting/
Pages/TurkeyHunting.
aspx. 

Arts center
schedules
auditions

The Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council’s Anna Arts Cen-
ter plans to have auditions 
for its spring production, 
“Scenes From Pooh.”

Auditions are scheduled 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
Dec. 28-29, at the arts center 
in Anna. The production is 
scheduled April 26-29.

The reason for the early 
auditions is to give Cindy 
Wright, the costumer a head 
start, on work she needs to 
do.  

Dr. Lynn Steveson has 
compiled the script from 
the original Winnie the Pooh 
books. She will also direct 
the play. 

The production is not a 
musical, and it is not based 
on any Walt Disney materi-
als.

This will be an all child 
production. Students from 
grades 4 through high school 
can audition.  

Main roles will be double 
cast to give more people a 
chance to participate.  There 
is no preparation needed to 
audition.  

If there is bad weather on 
the days when auditions are 
scheduled, then they will be 
moved.

There will be no early 
auditions. Rehearsals are 
scheduled to begin in Feb-
ruary.

Opioid
helpline
available

In early December, the 
Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health launched its first 
helpline which is dedicated 
to connecting individuals 
with treatment and sup-
port for opioids and other 
substances. 

State Rep. Natalie Phelps 
Finnie, D-Elizabethtown, 
says the helpline offers 
assistance about services 
which are available. 

To learn more about the 
services which are avail-
able, the Illinois Helpline 
for Opioids and Other Sub-
stances can be called at 
1-833-2FINDHELP.

Santa Claus
to visit Ullin

Santa Claus plans to 
take time out of his busy 
schedule to visit Ullin on 
Saturday, Dec. 23.

The special visit is being 
sponsored by the Ullin Fire 
Department.

Santa is scheduled to 
arrive in time to participate 
in Ullin’s annual holiday 
parade on Saturday.

Line up for the parade 
begins at 4:30 p.m. at the  
Leona Brust Civic Center, 
next to the Ullin Ball Park.

Anyone can enter a float 
or participate in the parade 
for free.

Santa will be at the fire 
department immediately 
after the parade.

He will visit with chil-
dren, find out what they 
would like for Christmas 
and hand out treat bags. 
Pictures can be taken.

Holiday
closings set

Illinois Secretary of 
State offices and facilities 
which are open Monday to 
Friday are scheduled to be 
closed Friday and Monday, 
Dec. 22 and Dec. 25, in 
observance of Christmas.

Facilities which are open 
Tuesday to Saturday will be 
closed Saturday, Dec. 23, 
and Tuesday, Dec. 26, in 
observance of the holiday.

All Monday through 
Friday driver services fa-
cilities are scheduled to be 
open for business Tuesday, 
Dec. 26.

Tuesday through Satur-
day facilities are scheduled 
to  be open Wednesday, 
Dec. 27.



For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.
------------------------------
FOR SALE-REDUCED: 
2003 Ford E350 van. $2,500 
obo. Call (618)-833-2150.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 1999 Skyline 
camper, 38' long. $2,700 obo. 
Call (618)-306-2797.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2010 Ford 
Ranger. Automatic, regular 
cab, 4-cylinder, metal tool 
box, good tires. Good condi-
tion, clean. 108,000 miles. 
$6,000 obo. Call (618)-521-
8049.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: Single serve 
Keurig with additional con-
tainer, yellow. $20.00. Call 
(618)-521-8049.
------------------------------
PRICE REDUCED: 2008 
Pontiac G5, 2.2 4-cylinder, 
automatic, 193,xxx miles, 
sunroof, new rebuilt mo-
tor. Can be seen in Anna. 
$3,000. Call (573)-579-
8341.
------------------------------

For Sale 
real 

eState
FOR SALE: 2 bedroom 
house with attached carport, 
extra lot beside house, rental 
studio apartment on back 
lot. $41,490. Call (618)-
614-2127.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 4 miles north 
of Cobden off of old route 
51, 3 bedroom home and 
a mobile home with a new 
roof on 3 acres, $85,000. 
Call (618)-969-2451.
------------------------------

For rent
NOTICE: All real es-

tate advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination." 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.
------------------------------
FOR RENT ANNA: 1 bed-
room apartment. All appli-
ances included. No smoking. 
No pets. $400.00 deposit, 
$475.00 monthly rent. 1 year 
lease. Call (618)-697-7050.
------------------------------
FOR RENT JONESBORO: 3 
bedroom, 2 bath duplex. W/D 
hook-up. Very nice location. 
References required. $600.00 
per month plus $600.00 de-
posit. Call (618)-833-7334.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: 1- 3 bedroom, 
1 bath AND 1- 1 bedroom, 
1 bath. Anna, quiet coun-
try setting. Includes water, 
trash, kitchen appliances, 
central heat & air, washer/
dryer hook-ups. Call (310)-
489-9724.
------------------------------

FOR RENT: Homes, A-
Frames and Mobile Homes 
For Rent in East Cape. Call 
(618)-661-1118.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Commercial 
property. 1,091 sq. ft., excel-
lent location with lots of traf-
fic. 1155 East Vienna Street, 
Suite B. Call (618)-841-7750.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: All electric 
house with basement. For 
more information, call (618)-
697-2338 after 5 p.m. ALSO, 
house in country available in 
January, 2018.
------------------------------

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: The Con-
gregational Church of Alto 
Pass is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Submit a resume to: 
Congregational Church of 
Alto Pass, 5 Poplar Street, 
Alto Pass, IL 62905.
------------------------------
OFFICE MANAGER: Must 
be a people person, self 
motivated, flexible, have 
computer/typing, and super-
visory skills. Full-time posi-
tion Monday through Friday 
with competitive salary and 
benefits. Minimum Associ-
ates degree and at least 2 years 
experience in the field. Send 
resume to: RAVE, Inc., 214 
West Davie Street, Anna, IL 
62906. EOE.
------------------------------

Wanted
ALL MAINTENANCE & 

REMODELING:
(Winter's Here):

Roofing, Carpentry, 
Ceramic Tile, Flooring,

Painting, Siding,
Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning,

Tree Service,
55' Bucket Truck.

FREE ESTIMATES
Cobden, IL.

(618)-364-2870
"WE DO IT ALL"

------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: 1 to 
3 acres in the Lick Creek 
School District. Preferably 
with utility hook-ups. Call 
(618)-614-0349.
------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: Alu-
minum cans and other junk. 
Will pick up junk appliances. 
ALSO, APPLIANCES FOR 
SALE. Call (618)-833-3544.
------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: Junked 
& wrecked automobiles and 
scraped metal. Clark & Son, 
100 Kelly Cemetery, Cob-
den. Call (618)-893-2195.
------------------------------

BuSineSS
Duck Works Lawn Care

(618)-201-5712
Full Service Lawn Care:
Mowing, Landscaping

Cleaning Gutters, 
Fall Clean Up, 
Leaf removal,

Flower Bed Maintenance, 
Mulch,

Lawn Weed Control,
Bush Trimming,
Retaining Wall 
Construction,

Power Washing.
FREE ESTIMATE!

duckworkslawncare@
gmail.com

www.duckworkslawn.com
(618)-201-5712

Serving Southern IL for 
over 15 years!

------------------------------
TREECE 

Backhoe & Hauling
Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
------------------------------

MILLER'S 
CONSTRUCTION:
Remodels, Repairs, 
Doors, Windows & 

Siding, Decks, 
Interior & Exterior 

Painting.
Fully Insured.
Jason Miller,

(618)-697-6373
------------------------------

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

In re the Guardianship 
of:

JASE ANDREW 
HUTCHASON,

a minor,
Respondent.

Case No. 2017-P-45

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: THADD 
HUTCHASON

YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that this matter 
has been set for a hearing on 
the Petition for Guardian-
ship filed herein before the 
Honorable Mark M. Boie, 
or some other Judge acting 
in his stead, in Courtroom 1 
at the Union County Court-
house, 309 West Market 
Street, Jonesboro, Illinois, 
on WEDNESDAY,  the 
20th day of DECEMBER, 
2017, at  9:00 A.M.

YOUR FAILURE TO 
APPEAR may result in the 
granting of the relief re-
quested, without further 
notice or opportunity to be 
heard.

DATED this 28th day of 
November, 2017.

H. WESLEY WILKINS,
Petitioner's Attorney

H. WESLEY WILKINS
Atty. Reg. No. 3127822

Attorney for the Petitioner
602 South Main Street

P.O. Box 691
Anna, IL 62906
(618)-833-7725

51-1g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

ANNA-JONESBORO 
NATIONAL BANK

f/k/a First National Bank 
of Jonesboro, an Illinois 

Banking corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs
DONNA L. HAWK, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE 
TREASURY INTERNAL 

REVENUE SERVICE,
UNKNOWN OWNERS 

and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.
Case No.: 2017-CH-34

PUBLICATION NOTICE

The requisite affidavit 
for publication having been 
filed, notice is hereby given 
to you, Donna L. Hawk, De-
partment of the Treasury In-
ternal Revenue Service and 
Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants, Defen-
dants in the above entitled 
suit, that the said suit has 
been commenced in the Cir-
cuit Court of Union County, 
Illinois, by the said Plaintiff 
against you and other defen-
dants to foreclose a certain 
Mortgage covering the fol-
lowing described premises, 
to wit:

That part of the East half 
of the Southwest Quarter 
of Section 26, Township 11 
South, Range 1 West of the 
Third Principal Meridian, 
described as follows: Begin 
at a point on the West line 
of said East half from which 
the Southwest corner of said 
East half bears South 0 deg. 
18 min. West, 1640.75 feet; 
thence North 0 deg. 18 min. 
East along said West line of 
the East half; 483.55 feet; 
thence South 89 deg. 35 
min. East and parallel to the 
North line of said East half 
a distance of 694.83 feet 
to the center of the County 
Road; thence Southwest-
erly along said County Road 
with the following courses: 
South 46 deg. 30 min. West, 
69.32 feet; South 50 deg. 45 
min. West, 324.65 feet, and 
South 60 deg. 08 min. West, 
452.7 feet to the place of be-
ginning, in Union County, 
Illinois, containing 4.218 
acres.

and for other relief, that 

summons was duly issued 
out of the said Court against 
you as provided by law, and 
that said suit is still pending.

Now, therefore, unless 
you, the said Defendants, 
Donna L. Hawk, Depart-
ment  of the Treasury In-
ternal Revenue Service, 
Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants, file your 
answer to the Complaint in 
the suit, or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in 
the Circuit Court of Union 
County, Illinois, in the 
County Courthouse in the 
City of Jonesboro, Illinois, 
on or before the 7th day of 
January, 2018, default may 
be entered against you and 
each of you at any time af-
ter that day and a decree en-
tered in accordance with the 
prayer of said Complaint.

Tiffany Busby
Clerk of the Circuit Court

Prepared by:
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER

JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER 
& FERRELL, L.L.C.

212 North Main Street, 
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

Tel: (573)-335-3300
Fax: (573)-335-1978

51-1g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

COMMUNITY BANC 
MORTGAGE 

CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ROBERT RENDLEMAN, 

UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NONRECORD 

Residential Real Estate 
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.
No. 2017-CH-35

NOTICE OF PENDENCY 
OF ACTION

Notice is hereby given 
to UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS of the real 
estate described below, 
Defendants in the above-
entitled case, pursuant to 
the provisions of Sections 
2-206, 15-1218 and 15-1502 
of the Code of Civil Proce-
dure, that the above-enti-
tled mortgage foreclosure 
suit is now pending in said 
court and the day on or after 
which a default may be en-
tered against Defendants is 
January 11, 2018.

Plaintiff has certified the 
following regarding said 
foreclosure action filed on  
November 29, 2017.

1. The names of all Plain-
tiffs and Case Number are as 
follows: Community Banc 
Mortgage Corporation; 
Case No. 2017-CH-35

2. The court in which 
said action was brought is 
as follows: Circuit Court 
for the First Judicial Circuit, 
Union County, Illinois 

3. The name of the title 
holder of record is: Robert 
Rendleman

4. A legal description of 
the real estate sufficient to 
identify it with reasonable 
certainty is as follows:That 
part of the South Half of 
Section 22 which lies South 
of the County Road, Town-
ship 12 South, Range 3 
West of the Third Principal 
Meridian, described as fol-
lows: Commence at a stone 
at the Southeast corner of 

said Section 22; thence 
North along the Section line, 
632.8 feet to a point in the 
center of said County Road; 
thence Westerly along said 
Centerline with the follow-
ing courses and distances: 
North 88 Deg. 23 Min. 
West, 477.9 feet; North 82 
Deg. 11 Min. West, 1370.0 
feet; and South 86 Deg. 58 
Min. West, 1132.3 feet to a 
railroad spike for a place of 
beginning; thence continue 
South 86 Deg. 58 Min. West 
along said centerline, 134.25 
feet; thence South 0 Deg. 12 
Min. East 206.85 feet to an 
iron pin; thence North 86 
Deg. 58 Min. East, 144.47 
feet to an iron pin; thence 
North 3. Deg. 02 Min. West, 
206.6 feet to the place of be-
ginning, in Union County, 
Illinois. Being subject to 
that part thereof falling in 
the County Road. Accord-
ing to a survey filed in Plat 
Book 7 at Page 128 on May 
17, 1979, in the Recorder’s 
Office of Union County, Il-
linois.

5. A common address or 
description of the location 
of the real estate is as fol-
lows: 1885 Ware Wolf Lake 
Road, Wolf Lake, Illinois 

6. An identification of the 
mortgage sought to be fore-
closed is as follows:

Name of mortgagor:  
Robert Rendleman
Name of mortgagee: 
First National Bank of 

Ava
Date of mortgage: 
January 31, 2012
Date of recording: 
February 6, 2012
County where recorded: 
Union County, Illinois 
Recording document 

identification: Document 
No. 2012R0221

Tiffany Busby
CLERK OF THE CIR-

CUIT COURT

BROWN, HAY & 
STEPHENS, LLP

Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505

205 S. 5th Street – 
Suite 700

P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705

(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

BAYVIEW LOAN 
SERVICING, LLC,

A DELAWARE LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY,

Plaintiff,
vs.

UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
NEDA P. JACKSON, 
SHAWNEE VALLEY 

UTILITIES, UNKNOWN 
TENANTS, UNKNOWN 

OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.
Case No. 17-CH-28

NOTICE OF 
PUBLICATION

Notice is given of the ap-
pointment of Adam Lawler 
as Special Representative of 
Neda P. Jackson, deceased, 
in this instant litigation by 
virtue of an Order entered on 
December 6, 2017.  Adam 
B. Lawler’s address is 1600 
West Main Street, PO Box 
1148, Marion, IL 62959.

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

Dated:  December 11, 2017

LAWLER BROWN LAW 
FIRM

 
Adam B. Lawler 

#6283341
David W. Lawler 

#6303793
Nick Brown 

#6302494
Catherine K. Nevicosi 

#6284748
Andrew T. Flynn 

#6305936
1600 W. Main St/

P.O. Box 1148
Marion, IL  62959

Telephone:  (618) 993-2222
Facsimile:  (618) 731-4141
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NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED 

BUSINESS NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in re-
lation to the use of an As-
sumed Name in the conduct 
or Transaction of Business 
in the State," as Amended 
that a certification was filed  
by the undersigned with 
the County Clerk of Union 
County. Filed this 12th day 
of December, 2017, un-
der the Assumed Name of 
Moore Construction with 
the place of business locat-
ed at 650 Marks Lane, Alto 
Pass, IL 62905 and that the 
True Name(s) and Resi-
dence Address of the Sole 
Owner(s) and Proprietor(s) 
of said Business is:

Terry Moore
650 Marks Lane

Alto Pass, IL 62905    

Terry Bartruff
Union County Clerk

1-3gc

illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

2 Large Holiday Auctions 
December 26th: 650+/- Toys 
January 1st: 900+/- Guns 2601 
Lake Land Blvd., Mattoon, IL 
www.bauerauction.com
------------------------------
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ to hunt your land. 
Call for a FREE info packet & 
Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com
------------------------------
Meet singles right now! No 
paid operators, just real people 
like you. Browse greetings, 
exchange messages and con-
nect live. Try it free. Call now: 
855-379-3128
------------------------------
SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00.  MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own 
bandmill. Cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N
------------------------------
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR 
NEW YEAR BECOME AN 
AVIATION MAINTENANCE 
TECH. FAA APPROVED 
TRAINING. FINANCIAL 
AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
P L A C E M E N T A S S I S -
TANCE. CALL AIM 800-
481-8312
------------------------------
TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD 
MOTORCYCLES! 1900-
1979. DEAD OR ALIVE! 
920-371-0494
------------------------------
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Forrest Ray Meadows
Forrest Ray Meadows, 79, 

of Dongola, died Wednesday, 
Dec. 13, 2017, surrounded 
by his wife, Margaret “Jane,” 
and family at Anna Reha-
bilitation and Care Center 
in Anna.

He was born on April 6, 
1938, in Alto Pass, the son of 
William Jesse and Clorene C. 
Harris Meadows.

He married Margaret Jane 
Gearhart on Sept. 24, 1962, 
in Gorham. They shared over 
55 years of marriage.

He is survived by his wife, Margaret 
Meadows, of Dongola; his children, Con-
nie Sue Meadows of Karnak, Brian Ray 
and wife Sandra Meadows of Mounds, Michael Lee 
and wife Brandy of Metropolis, Melissa Ann Casper of 
Dongola and Crystal Gayle and husband Wes Johnson of 
Dongola; 12 grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; a 
brother, Herschel Lee Meadows of Cambria; and a sister, 
Linda Kay Stevens of Dongola.

He was preceded in death by his parents, William and 
Clorene Meadows, and by two brothers.

Services were at noon Monday, Dec. 18, at Walker 
Funeral Home in Alto Pass, with Pete Vinson officiating. 
Burial was in Alto Pass Cemetery with military rites.

Memorials can be made to Celtic Hospice and Home 
Health, 8341 Express Dr., Suite C, Marion, Ill. 62959.

Walker Funeral Home in Alto Pass was in charge of 
arrangements.

Betty Sue Elkins
Betty Sue Elkins, 87, of 

Anna, died Sunday, Dec. 
10, 2017, at River to River 
in Anna.

She was born on Nov. 17, 
1930, in Marion, Ind., the 
daughter of Fred and Phyllis 
Lytton Manus.

She married Billy Donn 
Elkins on Dec. 5, 1946. He 
preceded her in death on 
June 5, 1998.

She was a devoted home-
maker while her children 
were young and then later worked at the former Anna 
State Hospital, now Choate Mental Health and Develop-
mental Center, in the library for patients. She also helped 
organize and manage Pastor Chris’s office at Mt. Moriah 
Lutheran Church in Anna.

Betty Sue was passionate about poetry and reading, and 
was an avid bridge player, playing in bridge clubs locally 
and online with partners all over the world.

She cared for many pets over the years, most recently 
her beloved rescue dog, Sugar. She also collected invalid 
feeders and acquired over 80. She and Bill loved the Mills 
Brothers and could dance a lively jitterbug.

Her family is grateful to River to River of Anna, and 
all the competent caring staff there. Celtic Hospice was 
also a professional and compassionate support. For several 
months she had around the clock care from creative, lov-
ing and caring women: Jamie Kelly, who tirelessly led the 
team, Virginia Belle, who added strength, and Michelle 
Fry, a welcome addition in the last several days.

She is survived by her children, Christy (Ellis) Tuttle 
of Columbia, Mo., Claudia Lipusch of Milwaukee, Wis., 
David Elkins of Berryville, Ark., and Danny Elkins of 
Cape Girardeau; four grandchildren, Michelle (Rick) 
Petermeyer, Melanie (John) Derry, Christy (Greg) Griffith 
and Mary (Jason) Essary; five great-grandchildren; and 
one niece, Jayn Bigler of Anna.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; 
a sister, Pam Bigler; and an infant brother.

A memorial gathering was held from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 15, at Crain Funeral Home in Anna-
Jonesboro.

Private inurnment will take place at a later date.
Memorials can be made to PAWS, to Stinson Library 

in Anna and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, and 
can be mailed to Crain Funeral Home, 135 W. Vienna St., 
in Anna, Ill. 62906.

To view the full obituary or to leave an online con-
dolence for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-
Jonesboro is in charge of arrangements.

Earl F. Lingle
Earl F. Lingle, 73, of 

Alto Pass, died at 11:45 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 17, 2017, at 
his home.

He was born on March 
5, 1944, in Anna, the son 
of Melvin M. and Hazel D. 
Sitter Lingle.

He married Patsy “Pat” 
Eldridge in 1964.

He is survived by his 
wife of 53 years, Pat Lingle; 
four children, Dave (Joanie) 
Lingle of Alto Pass, Tina (Mike) Housewirth of Chatham, 
Becky (Rob) Bartelsmeyer of Lebanon, Mo., and Phil 
(Susan) Lingle of Nashville; seven grandchildren, Katie, 
Ryan, Gage, Sophie, Peyton, Baylie and Jackson; two 
great-grandchildren, Jenna and Abi; brothers and sisters 
Jeff (Pat) Lingle of Cobden, Sarah (Bill) Barnhart of 
Marshall, John (Carolyn) Lingle of Bradenton and Rick 
(Ruby) Lingle of Cobden; sisters-in-law Shirley Eldridge-
Darby and husband Randy Darby of Marion and Cheri 
Clark-Eldridge of Whittier, Calif.; other relatives and 
many friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his father and 
mother-in-law, Virgil (Dorothy) Eldridge; a sister-in-law, 
Jackie Eldridge; and a brother-in-law, Fred Eldridge.

He was a member of the Cobden Masonic Lodge. He 
was a founding member of the Alto Pass Fire Department. 
He enjoyed doing genealogy research in his free time. He 
was always delighted to see his grandchildren. He retired 
after 35 years of service at Choate Mental Health and 
Developmental Center in Anna.

Funeral services for Mr. Lingle were Wednesday, Dec. 
20, at 11 a.m. at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home 
in Alto Pass, with the Rev. Davy Miller and Jeff Lingle 
officiating. Interment was in the Also Pass Cemetery.

Masonic rites were conducted at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at 
the funeral home.

Memorials can be made to the SIH Cancer Institute or 
to the Alto Pass Fire Department.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Alto Pass was in charge of 
arrangements.

Mildred ‘Millie’ Etherton
Mildred “Millie” Ether-

ton, 54, of Westmount, and 
formerly of Anna, died Tues-
day, Dec. 12, 2017, at Good 
Samaritan Hospital in Down-
ers Grove.

She was born on July 28, 
1963, in Carbondale, the 
daughter of Ronald Dean 
and Mildred Deloris Hoyle 
Stanley.

She is survived by her 
son, Marcus Etherton of 
North Aurora; nine siblings, Rondal Dean Stanley Jr. of 
Cobden, Janis Lynn (Kenneth) Dunn of Murphysboro, 
Terry Allen (Donna) Stanley of Cobden, Julie Ann (Spen-
cer) McDonald of Scottsbluff, Neb., Karen Faye (Roger) 
Gardner of Jonesboro, Sheila Marie (David) Rexroat of 
Chesterfield, Mo., Shelly Gaye Parker of Scottsbluff, 
Neb., Juanita Lucille (Billie) Plott of Anna and Beth 
Renee Patterson of Ware; numerous nieces and nephews; 
extended family and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
She attended the First Baptist Church in Anna before 

she moved to Westmont. She was an avid reader of fic-
tion and romance novels. She enjoyed watching movies 
of all kinds.

Funeral services were at 1 p.m. Monday, Dec. 18, at 
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna, with Pas-
tor John Stanley officiating. Cremation followed.

Memorials can be made to the American Diabetes 
Association.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Jimmy R. Dallas
Jimmy R. Dallas, 68, of 

Jonesboro, died Sunday, 
Dec. 17, 2017, at his home.

He was born on Sept. 21, 
1949, in Evansville, Ind., the 
son of William Elbert and 
Tressie Waters Dallas.

He married Linda D. Mar-
tin on July 10, 1970, in Don-
gola. She preceded him in 
death on Oct. 11, 2015.

He is survived by his 
daughter, Jama (Dana) Ed-
dleman of Dongola; a son, 
Preston Dallas of Wolf Lake; five grand-
children, Kelsie (Brandon) Ramsey of 
Cypress, Karlie and Seth Eddleman of 
Dongola, and Shannon and Nicholas Dal-
las of Wolf Lake; two great-grandchildren, Jayden and 
Blake Ramsey of Cypress; sisters Pamala Dallas and (Dr. 
Michael Skolochenko) and Cindy Dallas of Jonesboro; 
other family and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents and wife, 
Linda Dallas.

He served in the U.S. Marine Corps during Vietnam. 
He was retired from the State of Illinois Department of 
Corrections, where he worked for 30 years in dietary as 
a food supervisor.

He loved “tinkering” with computers, martial arts, 
fishing with his son, Preston, and, most of all, spending 
time with his grandchildren.

Funeral services for Mr. Dallas were at 2 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 20, 2017, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro, with the Rev. Tim Heineke officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Jonesboro Cemetery. Military 
rites were conducted by Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 
of the VFW in Anna and the Marine Corps honor guard.

Memorials can be made to the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.

Hadley Chase Ashby
Hadley  Chase Ashby, 1, 

of Anna, died Friday, Dec. 
15, 2017, at Cardinal Glen-
non Hospital in St. Louis.

She was born on April 
22, 2016, in Carbondale, 
the daughter of Randy and 
Lenore Keller Ashby.

Hadley is survived by 
her parents; one brother, 
Keegan Keller of Anna; two 
sisters, Taylen and Kylee 
Ashby, both of Anna; pater-
nal grandfather David Earl Ashby of Metropolis; maternal 
grandparents Larry Joe (Melody) Keller of Jonesboro; 
maternal great-grandparents Audrey D. Dover of Jones-
boro and Billy Ray (Doris) Keller of Anna; four aunts 
and uncles, Nick (Sarah) Murray of Metamora, Ricky 
(Alison) Tweedy of Anna, Mindy Ashby of Vienna and 
Stephen (Kim) Butwell of Simpson; a special friend, 
Mighty Margot Lucille, who will miss her friend Hadley 
very much; other relatives and many others who loved her.

She was preceded in death by her paternal grand-
mother, Hattie Renee Ashby; maternal great-grandfather 
Sonny Dover; and paternal great-grandparents Edwin 
(Kakky) Eastwood and Dick (Rose) Ashby.

Hadley, also known as Wonder Woman, brought smiles 
to those who knew her. They family encourages everyone 
to wear bright colors to celebrate Hadley’s life.

Funeral services for Hadley Chase Ashby were at 1 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 19, at Anna Heights Baptist Church 
in Anna, with Steve Heisner officiating. Interment was in 
the Anna City Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to the Shriners Hospital for 
Children.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.
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Obituaries
Myrle Elizabeth Walter Holt

Myrle Elizabeth Walter Holt died on Dec. 1, 2017, at 
the home of her son in Louisville, Ky.

She was born on Nov. 20, 1916, in Anna, the daugh-
ter of Adolph William Walter Jr. and Fannie Stahlsmith 
Walter.

Her husband, Joseph Paynter Holt Sr., PhD, MD; 
her son, Joseph Paynter Holt Jr., PhD, MD, JD; parents 
Adolph W. Walter Jr. and Fannie S. Walter; a sister Mar-
jorie Walter Smith, and a brother Adolph W. Walter III, 
preceded her in death.

Receiving her early education in Anna, she graduated 
with a bachelor of arts degree from Mac Murray College 
in Jacksonville, and later earned a master of fine arts de-
gree at the University of Louisville. Winning the Vogue 
magazine award in high school allowed her to study at 
Northwestern University; studies were also undertaken 
at the University of Illinois, the Art Institute of Chicago 
and with Moholy-Nagy at the New Bauhaus in Chicago.

In these early years she taught in Champaign-Urbana, 
and wrote fashion articles for Carson-Pirie Scott in Chi-
cago. In later years, she taught art and supervised in the 
public school system of Louisville, Ky. Pursuing interests 
in oil painting, miniatures, weaving and collage, she was 
an exhibited and awarded artist.

Her first love was her cherished family. Over her 101 
years, and 56 years of marriage, she travelled widely, 
taught herself to be a superb cook, survived a number 
of life’s more serious vicissitudes and participated in 
memorable experiences.

About 1940, she designed and illustrated a parachute 
procedure manual for the military. In 1942, she assisted 
her husband by sewing together an experimental pressur-
ized suit he designed to prevent passing out during high G 
maneuvers experienced by World War II pilots. Submitted 
to the Department of Defense, his work was declared Top 
Secret and only declassified many decades later.

A devoted wife, mother and grandmother, she has 
left wonderful memories and lessons for all her family 
members and friends. Her life touched many, affected 
many and set an example for all. She loved her friends 
and family near and far. Her big pleasure was to have a 
house full of them.

She is survived by her son, William Walter Holt, MD, 
PhD, and wife Heidi Margret Koenig, MD; grandsons 
William Paul Holt, Samuel Koenig Holt, Dominic Wal-
ter Holt (Heather Kapp) and Joseph Paynter Holt III 
MD, (Kathleen Wiles); granddaughter Jenny Holt Ahern 
(Sean); daughter-in-law Beatrice Guarneschelle Holt, JD; 
sister-in-law Peggy (Nimmo) Walter; great-grandchildren 
Joseph, Wyatt and Natasha Holt, Christopher, Michael, 
Jonathan and Daniel Ahern; step-grandchildren Samantha 
Stamper, Tarra Moore; and many nieces and nephews.

She had been helped by Hosparus care for the past two 
months and had lived with her son, William (Bill) and 
his wife for the past six years. Before her disability, she 
divided her residences between a home in Naples, Fla. and 
her beloved 80-acre retreat, “Yoho” near Depauw, Indiana.

She will be laid to rest with a private service in the 
spring of 2018 in the old Versailles, Ky., cemetery.

Memorials can be made to the Center for Science in the 
Public Interest, 1220 L St., NW., Ste. 300, Washington, 
D.C., 20005. Memorials also may be given online.

Gayle Dillow Conant
Gayle Dillow Conant, 96, of Rochester Hills, Mich., 

and formerly of Jonesboro and Flat Rock, N.C., died 
Monday, Dec. 18, 2017, at her home.

She was born on Jan. 11, 1921, in Jonesboro, the 
daughter of Van and Ella Dillow.

She was married on April 5, 1942, to John Conant. He 
preceded her in death on Oct. 17, 2009.

She was a school teacher and had worked in account-
ing. She had been a member of First United Methodist 
Church in Hendersonville, N.C., since 1942. She had 
taught Sunday School and was active in women’s church 
circles. She was a golfer, and enjoyed gardening, traveling 
and playing bridge. She wanted to be remembered for her 
love for her family and nature.

Survivors include her daughters, Suzanne Kropfreiter 
of Fraser, Mich., and Sally Harris of Wethersfield, Conn.; 
five grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; a brother, 
Kifton Dillow of Columbia, Mo., several nieces, nephews 
and other relatives.

Besides her husband and parents, she was also pre-
ceded in death by a sister, Marilyn Dillow Fuller, and two 
brothers, Rex Dillow and Don Dillow.

Services for Gayle (Dillow) Conant will be held pri-
vately by the family at St. John’s Cemetery near Dongola.

Crain Funeral Home, Anna-Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

To view the full obituary or to leave 
an online condolence for the family, 
visit www.crainsonline.com.

Kenneth H. Mueller
Kenneth H. Mueller, 97, of Anna, died Tuesday, Dec. 

19, at Union County Hospital in Anna.
Arrangements were pending at Rendleman & Hileman 

Funeral Home in Anna.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna is in charge of arrange-
ments.
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Alma Gilliam
Alma Gilliam, 93, of 

Caldwell, Texas, and for-
merly of Anna, died Monday, 
Dec. 11, 2017, at St. Joseph 
Hospital in Caldwell, Texas.

She was born on May 23, 
1924, in Illinois, the daugh-
ter of William Samuel and 
Gladys Phelps Smith.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Janice (James) 
Franks of Caldwell, Texas, 
and Joyce Barrick Ragsdell 
of Overland, Mo.; a son, Kenneth Gilliam of Anna; seven 
grandchildren, Randy Smith, Rob Smith, Angela Umfleet, 
Harold Ray Barrick, Pamela Hudder, James Marvel and 
Jimmy Marvel; 13 great-grandchildren; 14 great-great-
grandchildren; brothers Cliff (Ofie) Smith of Buchanan, 
Mich., Bill (Wilma) Smith of Cobden and John Smith of 
Jonesboro, other family and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her first 
husband, James Everett Marvel; two sons, James Marvel 
and Dennis Gilliam; brothers Herb Smith, Louie Smith, 
Tony Smith, Floyd Smith; and sisters, Mae Patten, Lucille 
Miller, Elsie Moore and Velma Lava Smith.

She worked at the Florsheim Shoe Factory and later 
worked at Spanish Oaks.

Funeral services for Mrs. Gilliam were at 1 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 15, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in 
Jonesboro, with the Rev. Paul Tirey officiating. Interment 
was in Casper Cemetery near Anna.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of 
arrangements.
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Reynoldsville News
by Sue Eudy

Sue and Steve Eudy 
visited Thursday night 
with John Yates of Her-
rin and enjoyed eating at 
O’Charley’s in Marion.

Sue and Steve Eudy 
enjoyed shopping in Cape 
Girardeau Friday and eat-
ing at Delmonico’s in Jack-
son, Mo.

Danielle and Jamie 
Shepard of Dexter, Mo., 
visi ted Saturday with 
Dorothy Smiddy of Reyn-
oldsville. Rick and Barb 
Houser of Marion visited 
with Dorothy on Sunday.

Shirley Miller of Mc-
Clure visited Tuesday with 
Vera Garrett of Reynolds-
ville.

Shirley Miller, Peggy 
St. Cin of Cape Girardeau, 
Ermadell Elkins of Anna 
and Deanie and Jerry Hin-
kle of Jonesboro enjoyed 
eating at Cracker Barrel 
in Cape Girardeau. They 
went to Shirley’s house to 
visit after eating. Vivian 
Bennett of McClure joined 
them to visit.

Kacie and Derek Golli-
her of McClure visited Sat-
urday with Shirley Miller.

Those enjoying the 
C h r i s t m a s  p r o g r a m ; 
“Country Christmas” at 
New Hope Baptist Church 
on Sunday were Jack and 

Dolores Reynolds and 
Jackie and Jay Jennings, all 
of Reynoldsville, Hunter 
and Gracie Wilson of Cape 
Girardeau and River Kel-
ley of Jonesboro. Brylee 
and Nash Oxford, of Anna, 
Dolores and Jack’s great-
grandchildren, were in the 
program.

Barb and Edwin Live-
say of Anna visited Sunday 
with Dolores and Jack 
Reynolds.

Fred and Maxine Pend-
er of Fair City were sup-
per guests Sunday night 
of Russ and Patsy Pender 
of Olive Branch. They 
attended the Christmas 
program at Sandy Creek 
Baptist Church Sunday 
night where their great-
grandchildren, Chesleigh 
and Slayton Miller, chil-
dren of Heather and Josh 
Miller of Tamms, were 
participants.

You are invited to at-
tend services at Reyn-
oldsville Missionary Bap-
tist Church. We will have 
a 10:30 a.m. service on 
Christmas Eve. No eve-
ning services. Rev. Jamie 
Bridgeman is the pastor.

Hope everyone has a 
very merry Christmas and 
remembers the reason for 
the season.

Alberta Cook
Alberta Cook, 94, of Jonesboro, died Tuesday, Dec. 19, 

at the Jonesboro Rehabilitation and Care Center.
Arrangements were pending at Rendleman & Hileman 

Funeral Home in Jonesboro.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Jonesboro is in charge of ar-
rangements.

"The Preaching Pen"
The True and False of Jesus' Birth

It seems there’s a good deal of confusion and 
misinformation concerning the birth of Jesus, so if we want 

to learn what God says about it, we need to read what the Bible 
says. Let us use it to separate what is true from what is false. 

True: Wise men came from the East to see Jesus, bringing 
Him gifts. They brought three types: “gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh” (Matt. 2:11). 

False: The Bible says there were three wise men who visited 
Jesus after He was born. The Bible does not tell us how many 
wise men there were, it only mentions 3 gifts that were brought. 

True: Jesus was born “in the days of Herod the king” (Matt. 
2:1) and when Augustus was emperor of Rome (Luke 2:1).

False: The Bible gives the specific month and day of Jesus’ 
birth. Thus, men ought to stop declaring the 25th of December 
to be “Jesus’ birthday.” God’s word says no such thing. 

True: The Bible authorizes taking the Lord’s Supper as 
a memorial to the death of Jesus (Acts 20:7; I Cor. 11:23-
26). There is no Bible record, however, of any early saints 
celebrating Jesus’ birth.

Roman pagans celebrated Saturnalia to commemorate the 
dedication of the temple of the god Saturn. In the 4th century, 
the Roman Catholic church imported the Saturnalia festival to 
attract the pagan masses, promising them they could continue 
to celebrate the Saturnalia. The problem was that there was 
nothing “Christian” about Saturnalia, so, the Catholic church 
named Saturnalia’s final day, December 25th, to be Jesus’ 
birthday, thus appeasing both Catholics and pagans.

False: The Bible teaches that believers in Jesus should 
celebrate Christmas. The idea of God’s children designating a 
special day to celebrate the birth of His Son is not in the Bible. 
It is a man-made idea, making worship to God in vain (Mk. 7:7).

We realize these facts may run counter to what you believe, 
so we urge you to search the Scriptures and invite you to study 
with us any time at 104 Nile Street. Also, by all means, enjoy 
this holiday. Christmas is a time of goodwill, spending time 
with loved ones, exchanging gifts, and it can serve to remind 

us of the good that still exists within mankind. Merry 
Christmas.

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 1G

1G
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The following Union County
banks will be closed Monday,
December 25, in observance

of Christmas Day.

Thank You
I would like to thank each of you 
and give my deep appreciation for all 
the beautiful cards, but most of all for 
your thoughts and prayers, which mean 
so very much to me. Also, I wish 
each and everyone of you a blessed 
Christmas and a healthy and happy 
New Year.

God Bless you all,
Merry Christmas!

Mat Page 1G

At the 146 & I-57 Junction
5565 St. Rt. 146 East • Anna, IL 62906

(618) 833-5986 52-2GPNC

Custom Processing of 
Beef, Pork, Goat, Sheep

Deer processing 
Oct. 1 thru

Jan. 30

Lick Creek FFA food drive
The Lick Creek Middle School FFA chapter hosted a canned food drive. The chapter collected more 

than 500 food items and donated them to Bethany Village in Anna. In the first row are Timothy Plott, 
Matti Houseman, Brisan Dirden, Drew Holshouser and Gunnar Myers. In the second row are Wyatt Pin-
non, Campbell Belcher, Will Smiley, Bryce Ecker, Meranda Wright, Hunter Chapman, Morgan Smith, 
Payton Denny, Kaylee Stover and Madison Tweedy. Photo provided.

‘Doctor-shopping’ for opioids addressed by bill
Legislation has been 

signed which will require 
prescribers with an Illinois 
Controlled Substance Li-
cense to register with and 
use the Illinois Prescription 
Monitoring Program, PMP,  
a database that records pa-
tient prescription history.

The legislation, SB 772, 
was signed into law on Dec. 
13 by Gov. Bruce Rauner. 
The law takes effect on Jan. 
1, 2018. 

The PMP allows physi-
cians to check previous 
patient prescriptions and 
requests for controlled sub-
stances. 

Increasing the required 
checkpoints in advance 
of prescribing controlled 
substances is designed 
to cut down on “doctor-
shopping,” the practice of 
patients obtaining opioid 
prescriptions from multiple 
physicians.

“This legislation helps 

us combat opioid abuse by 
addressing fraud at a criti-
cal point of access,” Rauner 
said in a news release. 

“Too often, users obtain 
dangerous amounts of opi-
oids by ‘doctor-shopping’ 
prescriptions for their drugs 
of choice from prescribers 
in our health care system. 

“The new PMP regis-
tration requirements will 
help deter this practice by 
tracking prescriptions and 
making information avail-
able to physicians before 
they write them.”

 “I have had countless 
conversations with Illi-
noisans battling opioid use 
disorder who told me they 
would fuel their addiction 
with prescriptions from 
multiple doctors,” said Lt. 
Gov. Evelyn Sanguinetti, 
who chairs the Governor’s 
Opioid Overdose Preven-
tion Task Force. 

“This law is an impor-

tant new layer of protection 
against opioid abuse in Il-
linois because it gives pre-
scribers the tools they need 
to ensure patients aren’t 
manipulating the system 
to support their addiction.”

Sarah Pointer, clinical 
director of the PMP, said 
the new monitoring pro-
gram requirements will be 
integral to combatting the 
crisis within Illinois.

“SB 772 is another huge 
step forward to increasing 
prescriber awareness and 
building a more complete 
prescription history of their 

patients,” she said. 
“Prescribers will be able 

to make more informed 
decisions about care for 
high-risk patients who may 
benefit from early interven-
tions, and ultimately help to 
save their lives.” 

The Illinois Department 
of Human Services, DHS, 
maintains the PMP data-
base. 

Physicians who are not 
in compliance may be sub-
ject to disciplinary action 
by the Illinois Department 
of Financial and Profes-
sional Regulation. 

The 10th anniversary 
Safe Shopping Guide high-
lighting hazardous toys, 
children’s products and 
household items that have 
been recalled over the past 
year to help families ensure 
a safe holiday shopping 
season has been released 
by the Illinois attorney 
general’s office.

The 2017 Safe Shop-
ping Guide includes de-
tailed descriptions and 
photographs of children’s 
products recalled in the 
last year.

The products range from 
popular children’s toys and 
games that pose choking 

Safe Shopping 
Guide issued

hazards to children’s furni-
ture and playsets that pose 
entrapment or falling risks.  

Since January, there 
have been 68 recalls of 
children’s products by the 
U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission. 

The shopping guide is 
designed to help families 
avoid recalled products on 
the second-hand market 
and items that may already 
be in their homes. 

Consumers can view 
and download the 2017 
Safe Shopping Guide at the 
attorney general’s website, 
http://www.illinoisattor-
neygeneral.gov.

Obituaries Online at
annanews.com
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Not sure what to get the
golfer on your list? Let them 
find the perfect gift with one 

of our gift cards.

The Shop Locally $1000 grand prize winner on Sat-
urday, December 16, was Sheila Frick (right) pictured 
with Scott Wilson, bank president of A-J National 
Bank and Katy Newman with The Gazette-Democrat. 
Sheila split her winnings between Save-A-Lot ($200), 
Wright Brothers ($100), From the Heart Flowers & 
Gifts ($100), Jim & Dot's Shoe Store & Western Wear 
($300), El Jalapeno ($100) and Anna Tire & Auto ($200).

51-1G

Need a last minute gift?
Phillips Auto Wash

Gift Card Stocking Stuffer
Available thru December 28

For every $10 spent on a gift card
you receive a token for one dryer use.

(e.g. Buy a $40.00 card and
receive 4 tokens)

Please see attendant to Purchase a card.
*tokens only work on dryer.

your choice oF a PhilliPs auto wash t-shirt
or 2 car care Products.

(while suPPlies last. limited size in t-shirts)

Jonesboro Grade School has annual food drive
Jonesboro Grade School students have helped to support an annual food drive. Winners from each 

class at the Union County school are featured in the picture. The winners brought in the most dona-
tions of food. The top donors included Landon Hill, AM pre-kindergarten (who could not be present 
for the picture); Ethan Jiter, PM pre-kindergarten; Toby Snell, kindergarten; Titan Henderson, Hayden 
Lewis and Levi Hill, 1st grade; Melaina Bundren and Haileigh Edwards, 2nd grade; Blake Abernathy, 
3rd grade; Avery Poole, Amelia Lingle and Elias Knight, 4th grade; Logan Abernathy 5th grade; Shaylee 
Moore and Stuart Busby, 6th grade; Abbi Curtis and Austin Adams, 7th grade; Marlee Smith and Anna 
Rodgers, 8th grade. Photo provided.

From the Wildcats’ Lair
By Rob Wright, Superintendent
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School

It is hard to believe that 
we are halfway through 
another school year. 

A lot of exciting things 
have been taking place 
at Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School this 
semester. 

Our football team had a 
historic run this season, ad-
vancing to the state semi-
finals and finishing with a 
12-1 record on the season. 

Fullback/l inebacker 
Jayce Turner was named 
to the Illinois High School 
Football Coaches Asso-
ciation All-State Team and 
was also the Southern Il-
linois Football Player of 
the Year. 

In boys’ golf, Levi Hall 
advanced to the state tour-
nament round. 

Our boys’ basketball 
team started the season by 
winning the Goreville In-
vitational Tournament and 
our bowling teams have 
been on quite a roll as well.

I am also very proud 
of our 11 students who 
were just named Illinois 
State Scholars: Clair Bo-
get, Colton Goins, Gabe 
Goins, Audrey Haar, Con-
nar Hadley, Maddie Lingle, 
Hunter Miller, Trenton 
Newberry, Morgan Racey-
Test, Ender Schmidt and 
Dalton Tucker. The selec-
tion process includes using 
a combination of ACT/SAT 
scores, class rank and GPA. 

We also have a student, 
Bryce Massey, who was 
selected to the Illinois State 
Board of Education Stu-
dent Advisory Council, a 
very prestigious honor. The 
Council is comprised of 
only 16 students through-
out the entire state. 

I believe students such 
as the ones mentioned 
above speak volumes to 
the quality of education at 
A-JCHS and the hard work 
and dedication of our staff 

and the support of our par-
ents and community. 

Along those same lines, 
I would like to thank ev-
eryone who participated 
in our most recent District 
Vision Team meeting. 

This team consisted of 
administrators, teachers, 
paraprofessionals, parents, 
students and community 
members. Most of the 
meeting was spent review-
ing our current Five Year 
Strategic Plan, which is in 
its fourth year. 

I t  i s  compr ised  of 
six sections: academic 
achievement, curriculum, 
instruction and profession-
al development, facilities, 
school culture and organi-
zation and operations. 

It was enlightening to 
see how much progress we 
have made in implement-
ing many of the ideas that 
were put in writing four 
years ago. 

I also appreciate the 
input from everyone in-
volved as we look to move 
forward with creating a 
new Five Year Plan and 
attempt to focus our efforts 
on continual improvement 
to our school district. 

Anyone who would like 
to participate in this pro-
cess is welcome to contact 
me as we will be meeting 
again in May to review 
various school policies and 
look forward to the follow-
ing school year.

In closing, I would like 
to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

I know both the staff 
and students are looking 
forward to a well deserved 
break and hope they will 
all be ready to return re-
freshed and ready to get 
back to work in 2018. 
Please be safe over the 
holidays and may God 
bless and protect us all. 

Children’s Christmas program
The children and youth of Mt. Moriah Lutheran 

Church in Anna and Salem Lutheran Church in 
Jonesboro came together on  Sunday, Dec. 17, for 
their annual children’s Christmas program. The 
scene was set in a local “A-J Mall” with busy shop-
pers and carolers. The real meaning of Christmas 
was told in story and song. In the end, even Santa 
Claus came to the altar to offer prayers of love, 
peace and joy for everyone. Photo provided.

Area legislator meets with SIU chancellor
Heading into the holiday 

season, State Sen. Dale 
Fowler, R-Harrisburg, at-
tended a Christmas break-
fast for young entrepre-
neurs, visited with members 
of the Marion Chamber 
of Commerce and had a 
discussion with the South-
ern Illinois University’s 
chancellor about upcoming 
economic development in 
the area.

Fowler kicked off the 
start of the week of Dec. 11-
15 by meeting with Carlo 
Montemagno, the chan-
cellor of Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale. 

Fowler joined the SIUC 
administrator for a discus-
sion about upcoming eco-
nomic development proj-
ects within the region and 
efforts to promote tourism 
in Southern Illinois.

On Dec. 12, Fowler at-
tended the Marion Cham-
ber of Commerce monthly 
luncheon, hearing about 
economic development in 
the area and getting the lat-
est news from area business 
leaders. 

Later in the week, Fowl-
er attended a meeting of the 
Southern Illinois Veterans 
Coalition. 

Fowler was invited to 
attend the bi-monthly meet-
ing to learn more about the 
organization’s upcoming 
events and outreach in the 
community.

On Dec. 13, Fowler at-
tended a Christmas cel-
ebration for the members 
of the Saline County CEO 
program, an organization 
that strives to teach leader-
ship, promote creativity 
and encourage the growth 
and success of a younger 
generation. 

Fowler mentors one of 
the 11 students participating 

in the year’s group.
Continuing with the hol-

iday spirit, Fowler hosted 
an evening of hot chocolate, 
cookies and music prior to 
the Harrisburg Christmas 
Lighting Parade on Dec. 14. 

Fowler planned to par-
ticipate in the “Miracle for 
Makanda” benefit sched-
uled Friday evening, Dec. 
15.

Proceeds will go toward 
helping a family in Franklin 
County currently facing a 
challenging battle of brain 
cancer with their 10-year-
old daughter, Makanda, and 
her treatments. 

With the New Year ap-
proaching, Fowler is shar-
ing information about sev-
eral measures taking effect 
Jan. 1 which seek to provide 
veterans with the tools they 
need to be successful when 
returning to civilian life.

Senate Bill 1238 allows 
for the expansion of the 

number of veterans’ courts 
in the state, which are able 
to focus directly on the 
special needs of former 
and current members of the 
armed services. 

In some instances, vet-
erans who qualify and suc-
cessfully comply with court 
orders are able to receive 
the treatment they need 
and have their charges dis-
missed.

Senate Bill 866 requires 
the state’s Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs to give 
informational resources on 
service animals to veterans 
returning from deployment. 

The legislation was in-
troduced in response to 
information gathered by 
the 2015 Veterans’ Suicide 
Task Force.

The task force found 
that many veterans do not 
know about all the services 
and programs which are 
offered to them, especially 

those pertaining to service 
animals.

Senate Bill 838 seeks to 
educate veterans about the 
importance of early cancer 
screening.

House Bill 3701 seeks 
to help current and former 
members of the military 
advance their higher edu-
cation, by requiring public 
universities and community 
colleges to form a policy to 
award appropriate academic 
credit for the education and 
training gained during mili-
tary service.
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For a merrier Christmas next year,

Join The Club!
New

CHRISTMAS
CLUB ACCOUNTS

are underway
at Anna State Bank!

It's the perfect
way to set aside 
  an amount of
    your choice

    each week and
   get ready for

 Christmas
 in 2018!

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, Illinois • 833-2151
www.annastate.com

Christmas speCial
Customer loyalty

appreciation
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Clark and 
Son Salvage

155 Quail Lane
Cobden, IL

893-2195

Scrap $110 a ton
now until January 3rd.

Rusty’s Home Center in 
Anna sponsored its annual 
essay contest for 3rd grade 
students in Union County. 

The students wrote about 
“What Christmas Means 
to Me.” 

The winners each re-
ceived a huge stocking full 
of toys.

This winning entries fol-
low:

Zaira Uribe, Cobden 
Elementary School

Do you love spending 
time at your church or with 
your family or with your 
friends? I sure do!

I have always loved 
Christmas. I have a lot of 
family members to visit.

I also enjoy my friends. 
Christmas is a great time 
to celebrate my Lord Jesus 
too!

In my culture, family is 
very important. When we 
get together my cousins 
and I give each other a lot 
of hugs and kisses.

We love spending time 
together especially because 
we make each other laugh. 
Christmas is one of the few 
times I get to see them.

My other favorite thing 
about Christmas is spend-
ing time with friends. My 
friends and I decorate our 
class Christmas tree.

We also sing together 
at out Christmas concert. 
Friends make me feel warm 
and fuzzy inside even with 
this chilly weather.

Last ,  but  not  least , 
Christmas reminds me of 
Jesus’ birthday. He came to 
save us all. 

It is a time to bring joy 
and peace to the world. I 
hope others see Jesus in me.

During Christmas, I love 
spending time with my fam-
ily, my friends, and my Lord 
Jesus. Christmas means a 
lot to me.

It’s the most wonderful 

time of the year. Now tell 
me, what does Christmas 
mean to you?

Lyra Casper, Davie El-
ementary School

At Christmas time, I love 
to be with my family and 
friends, to see joy to the 
world, and to give to people 
that need more than me.

Christmas means a lot of 
thing to me. But what I love 
mostly about Christmas 
is to be with the people I 
love and to be thankful of 
all I have and you need to 
be thankful too because 
you won’t know when you 
won’t have it. 

But before that try to 
think, “What does Christ-
mas mean to you?”

Jadyn Cameron, Don-
gola Elementary School

Christmas means to me 
is family. It’s a celebration, 
a birthday party for God!

Its getting and giving 
gifts! Amazing homemade 
food and sweets!

I love seeing all my fam-
ily. Every year we go to 
grammys and grammpys. 
Grammy passed away be-
fore last Christmas. Things 
changed a lot. I miss her the 
most this time of the year. 
Family is the greatest.

I also love the reason for 
the season! Its our celebra-
tion of his birthday. I love 
God, I love family and I 
love Christmas!

We also can not forget 
the gifts! Not just the get-
ting gifts, also the giving 
gifts. Its better to give is 
what I always say.

What about the food? 
The home cooked food, 
and candies! Fudge, cake, 
cookies to list a few of my 
favorites!

So Christmas to me is 
happiness! Its family, Gods 
birthday, amazing gifts, and 
food to suite anyones liking.

Who wouldn’t think this 

defines happiness. I love 
Christmas!

B l a k e  A b e r n a t h y, 
Jonesboro Elementary 
School

I have so many things 
that Christmas means to 

me. Number one is all of the 
great times I get to spend 
with my family.

Number two is the sup-
port that we do to help all 
the family’s that can’t get 
things for Christmas.

Number three is on 
Christmas Eve when people 
come and sing to my family 
and me.

Number  four  i s  on 
Christmas day when it’s 
Jesus Christ birthday the 
day Jesus Christ was born.

You see, Christmas is 
not about toys, gifts, Elfs, 
candy, and Santa Clause it’s 
all about family, others, and 
Christ, all of this is Christ-
mas. All of it is true. Merry 
Christmas.

Elliot Cox, Lick Creek 
Grade School

Christmas means a lot of 
things to me but I will only 
tell you three. The three 
things are Jesus’s birth, 
family and snow. If you 
read my essay, I will tell you 
about them.

Jesus was born in a man-

Students share their thoughts about holiday

Anna business again sponsors 'What Christmas Means to Me'

Stocking winners
Rusty’s Home Center in Anna sponsored its annual essay contest for 3rd 

grade students in Union County. They wrote about “What Christmas Means to 
Me.” The winners each received a huge stocking full of toys. Winners included, 
in the first row, from left, Lyra Casper, Davie Elementary School, Anna; Jadyn 
Cameron, Dongola Elementary School; and Zaira Uribe, Cobden Elementary 
School. In the second row are Elliot Cox, Lick Creek Elementary School; and 
Blake Abernathy, Jonesboro Elementary School.

Stocking winner
Kolby Brown from 

Shawnee Elementary 
School in Wolf Lake also 
was one of the winners.

ger. He died on the Cross 
and forgave our sins. Jesus 
loves all the people in the 
world. He is sad when we 
are bad. He is happy when 
we are good. We celebrate 
Jesus’s birth on Christmas. 
His parents were Mary and 
Joseph.

My family loves and 
cares about me. They wash 
my clothes and give me 
comfort. My mom and dad 
give me hugs and kisses. 
We get to have fun like go 
to parks, go swimming, and 
play outside. My grand-
parents, aunts, uncles, and 
cousins get to visit me at 
Christmas.

Snow! I like to play in 
the snow and make snow-
men, and snow angels. I 
like to make snow cones. I 
get to make snow tunnels. 
Snow is everywhere and I 
get to play in it.

I hope you enjoyed my 
essay about Jesus’s birth, 
family, and snow. I hope 
you learned a little about 
me. I hope I get to learn 

a little about you. Have 
a merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year.

Kolby Brown, Shawnee 
Elementary School

Why I like Christmas is 
not the snow, and not the 
presents or the meal. It is 
my family and friends and 
it was always like that.

I have fun with my pres-
ents but my family means 
more to me than anything 
in my whoile life.

I would do anything for 
my family and that is whay I 
care and Christmas is when 
I have remembered all of 
the times wen I have seen 
my family.

It is like we are comeing 
all together on Christmas.

We have a feast and pres-
ents but that is not why, it is 
so we can see our family.

When I see my grandma 
it is like Christmas is all 
year and when I feel like 
that it is so, so awesome 
I see that everything is lit 
with lights and becorations 
and show.

I want to decorate the 
road too so when Santa 
comes he can see my house. 
I will amke a tunel so he can 
get in and get out to. 

When I see all of the 
Christmas pictures, when 
I see me makeing a snow-
man, and snow angel with 
my brother and sisters, it 
reminds me that every year 
my family is here to see me 
and I hope to see my sisters 
I am so exited becaese they 
have been gone a long time 
and they are my two fav-
vorit sisters in the whole 
world.
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Merry
Christmas

This year, The Gazette-Democrat
continues a holiday tradition
by featuring Letters to Santa.

The letters were written by students
from the Union County area.

Look for Letters to Santa in this week's
Christmas Greetings Section.
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News from

Walnut Grove Church
News from

Anna Nazarene Church

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Basler excavating

& trucking
Demolition, Clearing,

Basements, Track Hoe Service
833-7831

P.O. Box 647
Anna, IL 62906

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Rt. 146 • Jonesboro, IL
Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

833-1725

Midwestern ProPane Gas Co.
anna, iL

Mike Jones, Manager  833-6300

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.

304 W. Market, Jonesboro
833-6521

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498

www.sewlparts.com

A & G Automotive
109 Transcraft Drive

Anna, IL 62906

833-8755

Cardinal Corner

JR Centre, Inc.
100 Florsheim Drive

P.O. Box 181  • Anna, IL
(618) 833-4956

Need a Tow?
Call the Pro!

Pro 1 Auto Body
893-2252

Tyler R. Edmonds
Union County

State's Attorney

Terry & Tina Riley • 833-9225
Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

Duty's Auto Glass
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923
Serving All of Southern Illinois

Over 30 Years Experience

409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064
Your Hometown Store

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

300 Leigh Avenue • Anna IL 62906
(618) 833-8592

COBDen
AutO RePAIR

213 N. Appleknocker
Cobden, IL 62920
893-2102

BuSInESS HOuRS
7:30-5:30 Mon. - Fri.

J.W. Reynolds MeMoRials
We will not be undersold!

517 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(Across from old Bunny Bread Bakery)

(618) 833-6014 • www.nahsi.com
rwebb@nahsi.com • (618) 771-3861

Mulberry Manor
Residential Services for Adults

with Developmental Disabilities
24-Hr. Licensed Nursing Facility

Individually Tailored Array of Services
(618) 833-6012

Walker Funeral 
Homes & Crematory

425 Main St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2637

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating

& Air Conditioning
1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL

(618) 833-5211
"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour Roadside Service
2271 Rt. 146 West • 833-5937

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
201 e. Chestnut st.

anna, iL 62906

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

We
 ca

re about your total body health and wellness.

Ozbourn Chiropractic 
Clinic, S.C.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

618-833-2179

131 W. Chestnut

24 Hour Access
833-3234

Proud to be
partnered with 
Silver Sneakers

Dine-In • Carryout
Delivery

1835 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-2415
www.pizzahut.com

307 E. Davie • Anna, IL 62906
Phone (618) 833-6916 • 833-6816

Fax (618) 833-5562

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies • Home & Garden

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Southpass 
Beads & Fibers

Feed your crafting needs.
BEAdS • YArn • SuppLIES

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 12-6 • Sat. 10-5
southpassbeads.etsy.com • Find us on  southpassbeads

203 E. Ash St., Cobden, IL • (618) 893-6170

First Christian Church
200 Mallard Lane • Anna, IL

618-833-6834
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service
9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin
Anna, IL 62906 Owner
618-833-5986 jasonm@triplecmeats.com

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Licensed & Insured
License # 058-193632

Contractors Lic.
#055-042748

www.stegleplumbing.com
stegle2011@gmail.com

2165 Boyd Road
Anna, IL

(618) 833-PuMP 
(7867)

License # 054-801451 

Anna, Illinois • Owners, Jeremy & Kristen Stegle

Residential and Commercial Plumbing

Septic Tank Pumping
Serving all of Southern Illinois

Healthcare of
Anna Care You Can Trust

315 Brady Mill Rd.
Anna, IL

www.integrityhcc.com
618-833-6343

We provide skilled nursing services
for long and short term stays.

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Bigler Agency
(618) 614-7373

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

News from

First Baptist
Church,
Jonesboro

The guest speaker on 
Sunday, Dec. 17, was the 
Rev. John Cripps Sr. His 
sermon, titled “The Secu-
rity of the Believer,” was  
based on scripture from 1 
John.

Gerry Boehne led wor-
ship. Deborah York pre-
sented special music.

The third Sunday of 
Advent was celebrated in 
the morning service with 
the lighting of the second 
candle.

The schedule for Christ-
mas Eve Sunday will in-
clude Bible study at 9 a.m., 
morning worship at 10 
a.m. and evening worship, 
which will be one hour 
earlier, at 5 p.m.

The church office is 
scheduled to be closed on 
Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 
25-26, in observance of 
Christmas.

Bir thdays:  Cynthia 
Boehne, Dec. 18; Wayne 
Whiteside, Dec. 19; Nolee 
Turner, Dec. 22; Carolyn 
Harvel, Dec. 24.

Anniversaries: Jerry and 
Jean Hunter, 54 years on 
Dec. 20; Floyd and Ann 
Landis, 67 years on Dec. 
24.

News from

First Baptist
Church, Anna

During the Sunday 
morning service on Dec. 
17, Pastor Sinks continued 
his four-part sermon series 
titled “The Gift That Keeps 
on Giving.” Sunday’s ser-
mon  was titled “Cutting 
Christ Out of Christmas.” 
Scripture was from Mat-
thew.

Pastor Sinks also con-
tinued conversational evan-
gelism class. The class, 
titled “Just Walk Across the 
Room,” is scheduled at 6 
p.m. on Wednesdays.

The church has a new 
contemporary service from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Satur-
day.

The Rev. Dr. Bernice 
Belt’s sermon Sunday was  
titled “God’s Gift of Love,” 
with scripture John 3:16.

The message shared that 
“God saw the mess humans 
had made of their ‘paradise’ 
and wanted to grant us a 
pardon so that none would 
perish but experience eter-
nity with Him.

“God sent His Son to 
Earth to be the sacrifice 
for our sin because of His 
great, unexplainable love 
for His creation. 

“Today, we want the 
pardon from sin that God 
offers, but we don’t want 
to do what He asks of us. 
As Christians, we should 
live our lives reflecting the 
light of God’s love to the 
darkness of sin around us.”   

The Advent reading was 
by Jeff and Brittany Roach, 
with their sons Landon and 
Tanner as candle lighters.

Receiving the offering 
were Rodney Miller and 
Landon Roach. Tanner 
Roach was bell ringer.  

Sandy Boaz is elder in 
charge during December.  

Those having birthdays 
this week are Lara Crane 
on Dec. 19 and Sandy Boaz 
and Billy Williams on Dec. 
21.

The fellowship hall was 
full for the  church’s annual 
Christmas program, which 
this year was an “unre-
hearsed dinner theater.”  

Participants were re-
cruited as they arrived for 
the evening. The setting 
was the Bethlehem Inn din-
ing room, where the owner 
was hosting his inn guests 
to a feast. 

Interspersed between the 

scenes were recitations by 
Addison Bonner, Aldi and 
Vodra Gerard and Tanner 
Roach. 

Near the end of the light-
hearted program, the script 
transitioned to celebrating 
the Christ child and into the 
candle light service which 
closed with remarks by 
Rev. Belt.

Camp Ground Church 
invites everyone to join 
them for worship on Christ-
mas Eve Sunday morning.  
In lieu of Sunday School, 
the  church will have a 
continental breakfast and 
fellowship beginning at 
9:30 a.m., with worship at 
10:30. 

The congregation of 
Camp Ground Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church 
wishes the staff and readers 
of this newspaper a blessed 
and joyous celebration of 
Christmas with those you 
love.       

News from

Camp Ground 
Church, Community At the Sunday morning 

worship service, the Advent 
candle and readings were 
done by Tyge and Ashley 
Smith.  

Music for the morning 
worship service was led by 
Randy Wright. 

Ushers were Robert 
Smith, Jason Elkins, Curly 
Ralls and Terry Wiseman 
Sr.  

The children’s Christ-
mas program, “How The 
Grinch Found Christ in 
Christmas,” was led by 
Lottie Smith, Jack and Nina 
Shepard and Wendy Wise-
man, with the children of 
Whoville sharing the mes-
sage with Mr. Grinch that 
maybe Christmas doesn’t 
come from a store, maybe 
Christmas means a little 
bit more.  

Pastor McBride gave 
an illustration about Zac-
chaeus and gave an altar 
call with several praying 
around the altar. 

The Sunday evening 
service was the church’s 
monthly missionary service 

led by president Tammy 
Vicenzi.  

Following the meal, she 
read a couple of Christmas 
stories which embraced the 
theme “A Christmas To Re-
member” and Lottie Smith 
signed two well-known 
Christmas carols. 

The service was closed 
with prayer by Pastor Mc-
Bride along with others 
joining in for a special need 
among the congregation.

On Dec. 24, Sunday 
School for all ages will 
be at 9:30 a.m. A worship 
service will be at 10:35 a.m. 
Evening services on Dec. 
24 will be cancelled.

On the third Sunday of 
Advent at Walnut Grove 
United Methodist Church, 
Layleigh Brown lit the altar 
candles during the musical 
prelude.  

The Advent litany was 
about Joy, with scripture 
from Isaiah read by Gerry 
and Jim Brown and the third 
Advent candle was lit.

Pastor Bobbi Shultz read 
the epistle from 1 Thessalo-
nians about prayer and thank-
fulness, and the gospel from 
John about John the Baptist. 

She talked about “how our 
joy comes from thinking of, 
and helping others without 
thinking of ourselves. We 
must examine how and to 
whom our lives are dedi-
cated, and live each day 
fully in the presence of Christ 
while we reach out and touch 
others.”

Barb Norton was thankful 
to have many of her family 
members visiting her and at 
church.  

David Lamer reported 
that the traditional Christmas 
treats will be distributed next 
Sunday.

Prayers were requested 
for Sandy Hartline, Karen 
Lamer, Jimmy Wills, Ce-
leste, Chardon, the Ashby 
family, all of those affected 
by the fires in California and 
those whom we’ve lost and 
are always in our hearts.  

Layleigh gave everyone 
at church a gift bag of choco-
late chip cookies that she had 
baked.

This coming Sunday, 
Christmas Eve, the church 
will have a candlelight ser-
vice at 5 p.m. in addition to 
our regular morning service 
at 9:30 a.m.

The next ladies lunch is 
planned at 11:30 a.m. on 
Jan. 5, at a location to be 
determined.

The next monthly music 
night is planned at 6:45 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Jan. 10. All 
musicians are welcome to 
come and practice or play 
music. Listeners are wel-
come, too.

The Sunday service starts 
at 9:30 a.m. The church is 
located at 3195 Mountain 
Glen. Rd. near Cobden, and 
near Illinois Route 127.

Check out 
The Gazette-

Democrat 
on line at 

annanews.com
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E-EDITION?
Get The Gazette-Democrat's e-edition for $35, no matter 

where you live. Print subscribers get a discounted price of $7. 
Print subscribers must call 618-833-2158 to receive
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Count your blessings.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

We count you.
Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your life.
Merry Christmas.

The Gazette-Democrat
The Talk and Cobden Review  •  Serving Union County Since 1849

Page from the Past
From the files of The Gazette-Democrat
50 Years Ago, December 21, 1967

Again as Christmas approaches, The Gazette-Democrat has prepared the special 
Christmas Issue. Through this one issue of the paper, many, many merchants and 
organizations of Union County join together to offer their sincere hopes for a happy 
holiday season.

The Union County area, like much of the eastern part of the United States, has 
basked in springlike weather the past week; however, it is only one day until win-
ter officially arrives, Friday, Dec. 22, so perhaps Santa Claus may have use for his 
reindeer in the area yet.

There are only three more shopping days ‘til Christmas. Anna Retail stores will 
remain open for your shopping convenience each evening until 8:00 p.m.

Response to invitations and the reports to the 39th Woodrow Wilson Memorial 
Dinner which will be held at the American Legion Community Center at 6:30 p.m., 
December 28, indicate that an overflow crowd will be in attendance.

An organizational meeting of the newly elected Shawnee Junior College Board 
was held in the office of County Superintendent of Schools, Dr. George Otrich, 
Monday evening, Dec. 18.

The Union County Board of Commissioners elected Clemon Johnson as chairman 
of the Board for the forthcoming year.

Many schools in the county held their Christmas programs this past week, and 
others will hold their programs this week. Schools in the county are scheduled to 
dismiss on Friday, Dec. 22, for the Christmas holidays. Schools will reconvene on 
Tuesday, Jan. 2.

Travelers on Illinois State Route 3 who pass through Wolf Lake may find added 
Christmas spirit by slowing while passing Shawnee High School, just south of Wolf 
Lake. The large windows of the school cafeteria and the music room upstairs have 
been covered by the eighth grade art class to simulate stained glass windows.

A spot check of Union County schools shows that several of the schools have 
above average absenteeism due to respiratory infection, flu like symptoms and 
mumps.

Three Union County men were inducted into the Armed Services on Thursday, 
Dec. 14.

Monday evening, Dec. 18, the Civil Defense Executive Board met with the newly 
trained and assigned shelter managers in a combined special session.

From the Wolf Lake news: The Shawnee Chorus and Band will present a concert 
(tonight) Thursday night.

The Anna-Jonesboro Wildcats lost their second conference game Saturday night 
against the Nashville Hornets, 78-62.

The World War I Barracks and Auxiliary met Sunday, Dec. 17, at the Legion 
Home for their annual Christmas dinner. There were 33 members and four guests 
present.

Census Bureau shares
holiday facts, figures

The holiday season 
traditionally is a time for 
gathering and celebrating 
with family and friends, 
gift-giving, reflection and 
thanks. 

To commemorate this 
time of year, the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau shares holiday-
related facts and figures 
from its collection of sta-
tistics.

The following facts are 
made possible by responses 
to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
surveys. 

Rush to the Stores
$22.7 billion
The estimated retail 

sales by the nation’s de-
partment stores (including 
leased departments) in De-
cember 2016.

This is a decrease of $1 
billion in retail sales from 
December of the previous 
year.

19.7 percent
The estimated percent-

age for total sales in De-
cember 2016 for jewelry 
stores.

18.9 percent
The December sales ac-

counted for hobby, toy and 
game stores in 2016.

21.9 percent
The estimated increase 

in the end-of-month in-
ventories by our nation’s 

department stores (exclud-
ing leased departments) 
between August and No-
vember 2016.

$61.4 billion
The estimated value of 

retail sales by electronic 
shopping and mail-order 
houses in December 2016, 
an increase of 9.8 percent 
from the previous year and 
the highest estimated total 
for any month last year.

$30.6 billion
The fourth quarter 2016 

after-tax profits for all retail 
trade corporations with 
assets of $50 million and 
over, up from $21.7 billion 
in the third quarter of 2016.

Christmas Tree Deco-
rations, Candles

$1.5 billion
The value of U.S. im-

ports of Christmas orna-
ments from China for 2016. 

China led the way with 
92 percent of the U.S. total 
imports of Christmas orna-
ments.

$463.2 million
The value of U.S. im-

ports of Christmas tree 
lights from China for 2016. 

China led the way with 
88.1 percent of the total 
U.S. imports of Christmas 
tree lights.

$401.4 million
The value of U.S. im-

ports of tapered candles 
in 2016. 

Most of these came 
from Vietnam, represent-
ing more than 41 percent 
of America’s imported ta-
pered candles, followed by 
Canada with more than 21 
percent.

Where Toys Are Made
572
The number of locations 

nationwide that primarily 
produced dolls, toys and 
games in 2015, an increase 
of 12 locations from 2014 
(560); they employed 6,394 
workers in the pay period 
including March 12, an 
increase of 179 employees 
from 2014 (6,215). Califor-
nia led the nation with 90 
establishments.

Holiday Names
Some names of places 

associated with the holi-
day season include a doz-
en places named Holly, 
including Mount Holly, 
N.C. (population 14,495), 
and Holly Springs, Miss. 
(7,682). 

There is Snowflake, 
Ariz. (5,764); Santa Claus, 
Ind. (2,463); North Pole, 
Alaska (2,232); Noel, Mo. 
(1,816); and, if you know 
about reindeer, Dasher, Ga. 
(979), and Rudolph, Wis. 
(430). 
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618-833-5709
School District/Joint Agreement Name Telephone

SUMMARY:  The following is the Annual Statement of Affairs Summary that is required to be published by the school district/joint agreement for the past fiscal year.

Statement of Operations as of June 30, 2017

Educational Operations & 
Maintenance Debt Services Transportation

Municipal 
Retirement/Social 

Security
Capital Projects Working Cash Tort Fire Prevention & 

Safety

Local Sources 1000 1,756,590 401,409 549,032 116,770 78,996 0 29,515 270,501 29,101 
2000

0 0 0 0 
State Sources 3000 831,025 0 0 175,631 0 0 0 0 0 
Federal Sources 4000 415,386 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Direct Receipts/Revenues 3,003,001 401,409 549,032 292,401 78,996 0 29,515 270,501 29,101 
2,886,420 1,037,129 548,723 386,144 128,230 0 246,252 5,091 

Other Sources/Uses of Funds    0 500,000 60,000 0 0 0 (560,000) 0 0 
Beginning Fund Balances - July 1, 2016 617,245 270,073 33,457 317,063 203,485 0 1,442,234 26,151 138,577 
Other Changes in Fund Balances 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ending Fund Balances June 30, 2017 733,826 134,353 93,766 223,320 154,251 0 911,749 50,400 162,587 

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2017

Total Direct Disbursements/Expenditures

SHAWNEE COMM UNIT SCH DIST 84 9AM-4PM

 Also by January 15, annually the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2017, will be posted on the Illinois State Board of Education's website@ www.isbe.net.

Office Hours
3365 ST HWY 3N WOLF LAKE IL 62998

Address

Copies of the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2017 will be available for public inspection in the school district/joint agreement administrative office by December 1, annually.  Individuals wanting to review this Annual 
Statement of Affairs should contact:

Flow-Through Receipts/Revenues from One District to 
Another District
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Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000 Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999 Salary Range: $40,000 - $59,999 Salary Range:  60,000 - $89,999 Salary Range:  $90,000 and over
D Dyer                 D McClain K Zeigler L Heller K Schaefer A Reynolds
R Hoak                K Walters T Miller C Whitaker K Spring S Clover-Hill
D Rice C Smith J Nash-Mayberry P Mezo
S Santiago K Lomax T Schultz S Pender
J Coleman K Loucks J Wharton M Hanson
D Ownes C Smith R Griffin
K Schluter B Marks
D Williamson M Chamness
E Raymond J Norris
S Blanchard E Richbourg
M Anderson M Wilson
B Hogue A Bartnick
M Burd A Ochs
B Pluta L Bachmann
C Simmons T Hudson
V Reynolds C Ellet
S Haldeman D Rose
C Pitts
M Bound

Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000 Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999 Salary Range:  $40,000 - $59,999 Salary Range:  $60,000 and over
S Stearns     A Ballance     G Hammer C Baltzell
M Prater      TC Schaefer    D Patrick J Graham
N Derossett   S Lingle        B Glodo L Graham
T Nicholson   S Pitts          F Oyler D Jackson
Nicholson      R Marsh       P Pinnon M Livesay
C Park          G Ellis         C Taylor L Murphy
J Thompson                     A Kohler B Pennington
R Pinkerton-Byrd              V Wilson K Peterson
S Ellet                             B Foutch K Toler
L Burdick                         C Rhymer K Warren
J Faire                             C Alsip
N Griffin                           C Stevens
H Garver                          D Tapley
M Ellet Jr                        A Buckner
N Pitts                           J Miller
J Cauble                        C Rose
T Ellis                            T Schuster

GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

SALARY SCHEDULE OF GROSS PAYMENTS FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL AND NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 
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SHAWNEE COMM UNIT SCH DIST 84
30091084026

Person, Firm, or Corporation Aggregate Amount Person, Firm, or Corporation Aggregate Amount
First Southern Bank 548,723 FEMA Flood Payments 14,665
Fager-McGee 391,984 Lee's Sports 13,132
Durham School Services 370,492 HSG Mechanical Contractors 12,963
Tri County Special Education 268,018 Clearwave Communications 12,896
Egyptian Employee Benefit 123,972 Simplexgrinnell 11,905
So IL Electric Coop 84,953 Tueth Keeney 11,823
DE Martin Roofing 84,673 A&W Plumbing 10,012
Electronic Federal Tax Payment 80,604 Specialized Data Systems 9,660
JT Blankenship 66,742 Beussink & Hickam PC 9,600
Robins Schwartz 51,891 Quality Sheet Metals 9,500
US Foods 46,087 School Specialty 9,167
Tech Guy Consulting 43,108 Five County Regional Vocational 8,122
IL Teachers Retirement System 41,070 Shawnee Valley Utilities 7,367
Roth Signs 35,422 Ronald Spurlock 7,365
Baysinger Architects 33,309 Teachers Health Insurance 7,226
Ramza Insurance Group 32,255 Heartland Mechanical 6,355
Bankcard 30,750 RDA Systems 6,149
Egyptian CUSD #5 30,465 Karen Schaefer Treasurer SEA 4,421
Revolving Fund 25,641 The Earthgrain Company 4,101
Prairie Farms 24,617 School Outfitters 4,012
Select Propane & Fuel 23,227 Chalkable 3,670
Band Shoppe 21,580 Frontier 3,374
Employers Perferred 20,998 Aflac 3,342
Brown Electric 20,875 Renaissance Learning 3,306
Osbourne Office Equipment 20,678 472-Praxair Distribution 2,729
IL Municipal Retirement Fund 20,603 IL Virtual School 2,700
Pearson Education 20,566 Rusty's Home Center 2,697
James Construction & Fence 19,775 RS Trailer Sales 2,695
IL Dept of Revenue 16,991 Staples 2,680
Cape Janitor Supply 16,929 Cape Electrical Supply 2,672
Walmart 16,450 Thomas Dodd McClellan 2,534

Payments over $2,500, excluding wages and salaries.

This one is for the birds...
...unless a thirsty squirrel was looking for a place to get a drink – and a bird bath in Union County 

proved to be a nice place for a stop.

tem responsiveness through 
a 15-month strategic plan-
ning process. 

The group will identify 
areas ripe for improvement 
and set goals for the agen-
cies and service providers. 

Particular emphasis will 
be placed on strengthening 
communication and collab-
oration, expanding service 
practices that are trauma- 
and evidence-informed, 
and creating a single trauma 
screening tool for use by 
service providers across 
Illinois.

Subsequen t  annua l 
grants of $500,000 over 
five years will be available 
to Illinois from OVC to 
support its statewide imple-
mentation of the plan.  

ICJIA is dedicated to im-
proving the administration 
of criminal justice through 
work in the areas of grants 
administration, research, 
analysis, policy and plan-
ning and information sys-
tems and technology. 

The Illinois Criminal 
Justice Information Author-
ity, ICJIA, has received a 
$500,000 federal award to 
help children and youth suf-
fering from trauma.

The U.S. Department of 
Justice Office for Victims 
of Crime’s, OVC, Vision 
21 Award will be used to 
develop a coordinated state-
wide plan to serve children 
and youth who have been 
directly victimized or ex-
posed to violence in their 
homes, schools, or com-
munities.

Illinois is one of two 
states which received the 
Vision 21 award.

The award will bring 
together a coalition of gov-
ernment agencies, victim 
service providers, law en-
forcement personnel, health 
services practitioners, edu-
cators, and criminal and ju-
venile justice stakeholders 
who will work to strengthen 
early trauma identification 
practices and enhance sys-

Program helps young victims
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Merry Christmas
Wishing everyone a very 

Merry Christmas.
A-JCHS
Teachers, students and 

staff, have fun on your 
Christmas vacation from 
school.

The A-JCHS band and 
choir Christmas program 
was awesome.

Branson Trip
On Dec. 7 Bob and Betty 

Caraker and Donna Sadler 
drove to Branson, Mo., for 
a weekend trip to see Brian 
Caraker perform in Dub-
lin’s Irish Tenors on Fri-
day night at King’s Castle 
Theater.  

They  enjoyed the beau-
tiful Christmas songs, deco-
rations, as well as the Irish 
selections they sang.  A very 
fun and beautiful show.

They were joined by 
Gene and Catherine Dillow 
from Jonesboro, who were 
also in Branson for a week’s 
vacation.  

Union County Housing Board members, family and friends had their De-
cember meeting and Christmas dinner at the Brick House Grill in Anna.

Children at Walk to the Manger Sunday morning at the United Methodist 
Church in Anna.

Brinley Corbit was the 
narrator for the March 
to the Manger Sunday 
morning at the United 
Methodist Church in 
Anna.

Special music, “How 
I Wish,” was by Natilyn 
Corbit Sunday morn-
ing at United Methodist 
Church  in Anna.

Leah Goins played 
“What Child is This?” 
on the piano during the 
offering at the United 
Methodist Church in 
Anna Sunday morning.

Kyle and Magen Brumleve participated in 
Wreaths Across America at Mound City National 
Cemetery.

 Drew  Gurley celebrated his 11th birthday Dec. 
14.

Donald Pearson celebrated his 88th birthday 
with a party on Dec. 12. He is pictured with his 
grandchildren Shelby, Christopher and Carson.

Kendall and Charlotte Echols of Anna attended 
the recent Christmas luncheons at Heritage 
House in Jonesboro. Charlotte Echols was pleased 
to be the winner of the 2017 quilt that was raffled to 
benefit PAST historical and preservation projects. 
The pineapple-patterned quilt is made of 1930s rep-
lica fabrics and was donated to PAST by the Happy 
Scrappers Quilt Club. Members of the club are Sue 
Ann Zimmerman, Connie Arnold, Jane Nimmo and 
Ginger Sather. PAST is grateful to this group and 
to all the folks who support the projects of PAST 
that promote historical preservation and sharing 
stories in  our community.

Together, they  toured 
The College of the Ozarks, 
where  Bob and Gene 
walked through the gor-
geous orchid greenhouses, 
and also the tractor museum 
there was so interesting.  

Afterwards, they en-
joyed a wonderful lunch at 
The Keeter Center, which 
is also part of the campus. 
All servers and some cooks 
are students of the college.  

Linda Rushing, formerly 
of Anna, also joined them 
for lunch and went to the 
Irish Tenors show with 
them.

Saturday, Gene, Cathe-
rine, Donna, Bob and Betty 
attended the final show of 
the season of No. 1 Hits of 
the 60’s and 50’s Too. Brian 
has been performing in this 
show since 2013.  Brian just 
joined the Dublin’s Irish 
Tenors and Celtic Ladies 
show in Nov. 2017.

They all had a great visit 
to Branson. They can’t wait 
to return next year  in March 
for the 2018 season.

Fami ly  Chris tmas 
Party

Guests of Gene and Cin-
dy Hammer were kids and 
grandkids for their annual 
Christmas party. 

Sara, John and Alyssa 
came from St Charles, Mo., 
(Schmitz family), also Bai-
ley the Rottweiler, came 
too. John, Crissy, Curt and 
Chad came from Calvert 
City, Ky., (Hammer family) 
Gina, Tyler, Kelton, Austin 
and Carson from Olmsted 
(Rose family). Jerry, John 
and Amanda came from St. 
Louis and Vienna (Pirtle 
family).

They had their meal then 
played games, laughed and 
enjoyed each other’s com-
pany.

Guests
Chris Rider from Seattle, 

Wash., has been visiting his 
mother Sue Ann Zimmer-
man and Jack and brother 
Gary and family for a week.

Christmas Celebration
Brad Ellis celebrated 

Christmas with dinner and 
a get-together with his 
children and their families 
Sunday, Dec. 17, at Golden 
Corral in Carbondale. His 
birthday was also celebrat-
ed last week.  

11th Birthday
Drew  Gurley celebrated 

his 11th birthday Dec. 14 
surrounded by family. His 
party theme was horses. 
For dinner his mother Crys-
tal made his favorite meal 
spaghetti with meatballs. 
His dad is Bumper.

Visiting Anna
 Gov. Bruce Rauner vis-

ited Anna last Friday.
Guests
Norm and Barb Bauer 

were pleased recently by 
an overnight visit from 
his brother and sister-in-
law, Chuck and Jody Bauer 
from Spring City, Tenn.

Chuck and Jody made 
an annual trip back to their 
former home in Decatur to 
attend holiday gatherings 
with their former church 
and  Studebaker  Club 
friends.  

They reported on a won-
derful holiday concert at 
Milliken University in De-
catur.

10th Birthday
Tammie Aden’s grand-

daughter Logan Thompson  
turned 10 Dec. 13.  

They celebrated by go-
ing to see Blend at the Her-
rin Civic Center last Satur-
day night for  the Doo-Wop  
Christmas show. 

Those going were the 
birthday girl Logan Thomp-
son,  who was excited about 
celebrating her birthday 
with them,  Kim and Adam 
Dillon, Fay Marks, Jim 
Fuller, Mallory and Mark 
Thompson, Remington 
Thompson and Tammie 
Aden.

10th Birthday
Madison Moore turned 

10 Dec. 14.
Anna-Jonesboro Wom-

en’s Club to Meet
The Anna-Jonesboro 

Women’s Club plans to 
meet Jan. 2 at 1 p.m. at the 
United Methodist Church 
in Anna.

The guest speaker will 
be Jim Koonce, who will 
speak about laying wreaths 
on the national cemetery at 
Mound City. 

The ladies will then 
work on filling out  their 
annual papers to be turned 
in to the district.

Red Hat Ladies
Little Egypt Red Hat 

L a d i e s  p l a n n e d  t o 

meet in Vienna at the Vi-
enna Diner Wednesday 
for their Christmas din-
ner. Hostesses were sched-
uled to be Martha Schweg-
man and Marie Samuel.

Birthday
Dec. 31 Jeannie Haynes.  
Trip
Lisa Spiess went with 

Jane Estes to Fishers, Ind., 
to visit Lisa’s goddaughter 
and family.   

88th Birthday
Tammie Aden attended 

the 88th birthday celebra-
tion with 21 family mem-
bers of Donald Pearson at 
his party on Dec. 12. 

Donald is from Cambria. 
Also in attendance were 
his sister Faye, brothers 
Richard and Kenneth and 
his grandchildren Shelby, 
Christopher and Carson.

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Lighting of the third 
Advent wreath was by 
the men’s Sunday School 
Class, Charles Halterman, 
Darryl Parks and Terry 
Riley. 

Leah Goins  p layed 
“What Child is This?” on 
the piano while the offering 
was taken. 

Rev. Carl Johnston’s ser-
mon was Jumping for Joy. 

Special music was “How 
I Wish” by Natilyn Cor-
bit. Narrator was Brinley 
Corbit.

The  ch i ld ren  were 
dressed as Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, wise men and 
animals for the Walk to the 
Manger  for a special love 
offering. 

Kathie Watkins passed 
out presents to the children. 
A special thanks to Kathie 
for teaching the children all 
year in children’s church 
and planning for Walk to 
the Manger. Also to Carla 
Anderson for preparing the 
songs for the children and 
the services.

Christmas Eve candle-
light service will be at 9 
p.m. Dec. 24, with special 
music preceding the ser-
vice. Communion will be 
served.

A special thanks to all 
those who brought Christ-
mas gifts for children that 
would have not had Christ-
mas this year without them. 
Also a special thanks to 
all those who cook and 
serve the Loaves and Fishes 
meals.

California Visitor
Donna Pitts from Cali-

fornia came to Anna to 
attend the funeral of her 
brother Dick.

Florida Trip 
Judy and Chuck Neal 

toured the the Edison-Ford 
Estate in Fort Myers. Fla.

Anna VFW
Friday, Dec. 22, is bin-

go at the Illinois Veterans 
Home at 2 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 23, from 
7 p.m. to 11 p.m. will be 
C.W. Karaoke. 

Don’t forget to sign up 
for the New Year’s Eve 
steak dinner. Serving will 
start at 5 p.m. Cost is $25 
per couple or $12.50 single. 
Please make your reserva-
tion by Dec. 23. Peggy will 
be there with her Star Ka-
raoke starting at 7:30 p.m. 

Art Showing
Randy  Bridges will 

have an art showing at the 
Varsity Theater in Carbon-
dale through Jan. 8.

Anna Star Chapter
The Anna Eastern Star 

meets at 6:30 p.m. on the  
first and third Thursday of 
each month at the Masonic 
Lodge next to the Anna 
Park. 

State Retirees Meeting
A F S C M E  R e t i r e e s 

Chapter 90 meets at Anna 
Heights Baptist Church in 
Anna on the fourth Tuesday 
of the month at 1 p.m.

Free Community Din-
ners

Salem Lutheran Church 
free meal is on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m.

Harvest Church serves 
a free meal every Thurs-
day from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Military Prayer List
Nona Elizabeth Luke, 

Lucas J. Strickland, William 
Nathaniel Frankell, Ethan 
Maze, Lukas W. Davis,  
Kiefer Stull, Garrett Goins, 
David Jorden Glasco, Ryan 
Hampton, Brittany Mi-
chelle Lence, Killian Jesse, 
Molly Noyes, CJ Younger-
man, Freddy Morse, Rea-
gan Morrison, Josh Steve-
son, Josh Williams, Faith 
Odom, Tommy Goff and 
family Janette, Jamison 
and Kaylynn, Creighton 
Laster, Brandon Eaker, Jim 
Bonner, Jacob Schaefer, 
Jerod Schaefer,  Jennifer 
Ann Bishop, Robert Jr. Mc-
Meely, James McWhorter, 
Arin Whitemountain.

Congratulations
Sunday evening Kimber-

ly Myers family celebrated 
her achievements together 
at a dinner. 

Those in attendance in-
cluded parents Doug and 
Jeanne Mixen; husband 
Dalton Myers; grandmother 
Roberta Jones of El Paso, 
Texas; grandparents Ken-
neth and Janet Mixen.

Aunt Susan Joles of 
Clarksville, Tenn.; cous-
ins Lyndsay, Kody and 
Lillie-Ann Sandmann of 
Clarksville, Tenn.; cousin 
Laighton Mixen.

Aunt Carol McHughes 
and Jack Pitts; cousin Se-
renity McHughes; great-
aunt and uncle Philip and 
Marjorie Mixen of Fuquay-
Varina, N.C.
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THURSDAY DECEMBER 21, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams SC (HD) Seinfeld Law & Or der:
SVU

“Hol i day Heist”
(‘12)

15 (HD) (4:55) “Blow”
(‘01) (R)

“Sol diers”

:30 Count down Seinfeld To night (:45) “Leg ends
of the Fall” (‘95) 
Broth ers love
woman. (R)7 PM Christ mas Big Bang Gotham (HD) Great News Col lege Foot ball 

Tem ple vs
Florida In ter na -
tional (Live)
(HD)

Seinfeld Law & Or der:
SVU

aaa “Ar thur
Christ mas”
(‘11) (PG)

aaaa “Lo -
gan” (‘17, Ac -
tion) Young
mu tant. (HD)

“Al ti tude” (‘17)
Plane hi jack ing.:30 Young Great News Seinfeld

8 PM Great Amer i can
Bak ing Tough
chal lenges.

(:01) Mom (:01) The Orville
“Pria”

Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU:30 Pieces Big Bang For got “Iden tity”

Stranded strang -
ers. (R)9 PM S.W.A.T. “Mir a -

cle”
Lo cal Pro grams Big Bang Dam na tion (HD) Un der cover (:20) All Def Com -

edy
Shame less (HD)

:30 Big Bang Liv Maddie

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Conan Zany
sketches.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Bizaard “Agnelli” (‘17,
Doc u men tary)
(NR) (HD)

(:05) “The
Aban doned”
(‘07) (HD)

Gig o los

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Ra ven SMILF

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Drop Mic Law & Or der:
SVU

Stuck Mid. Shame less (HD)

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan BUNK’D “Boiler”

FRIDAY DECEMBER 22, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Coll. Ftbl Fam ily Guy Mod Fam ily Andi Mack 15 (HD) aaa “Mike
Dave” (‘16)

“Love the Coo -
pers” (‘15) Cha -
otic hol i day.:30 NBA Count Big Bang Mod Fam ily Andi Mack To night

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) I Love (HD) Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Blindspot (HD) NBA Bas ket ball
Los An geles vs
Hous ton (Live)
(HD)

Big Bang Mod Fam ily aac “Good
Luck Char lie!”
(‘11)

(:15) “The Great 
Wall” (‘17)
Great Wall fight.

“First Kill” (‘17) 
Forced to as sist.:30 Big Bang Mod Fam ily

8 PM S.H.I.E.L.D. “Re -
wind”

The Dick (HD) Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Big Bang Mod Fam ily aac “Of fice
Christ mas
Party” (‘16) Epic 
party.

:30 Big Bang Mod Fam ily Stuck Mid. “Mr. Right”
Boy friend is
hitman.9 PM (:01) 20/20 (HD) Blue Bloods

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Sur prise! (HD) Mod Fam ily Stuck Mid. All Com edy

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
Los An geles vs
Golden State
(Live) (HD)

Mod Fam ily Dis ney “Split” (‘17)
James McAvoy.
Girls kid napped.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Joker Wild Mod Fam ily (:20) “The Lay -

over” (‘17) (R)
(HD)

SMILF

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Drop Mic Mod Fam ily Bizaard Shame less (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams ELEAGUE (HD) Mod Fam ily Andi Mack

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Mod Fam ily BUNK’D All Com edy “Gar den” “Bad Moms”

THURSDAY
7:00pm

NBC Great News “A Christ mas Carol
Wendelson” Carol re al izes that her Christ mas
spirit is an noy ing ev ery one around her;
Chuck’s es tranged son stops by the of fice and 
Katie is as signed to babysit him. TVPG (HD)

7:31pm
CBS Young Shel don A nine-year-old Shel -
don Coo per tries to find a way in life us ing his
math and sci ence savvy in his church and
foot ball-lov ing home in East Texas. (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

CBS I Love Lucy Christ mas Spe cial In a
colorized pre sen ta tion of “The Christ mas Ep i -
sode” and “The Fash ion Show,” the Ricardos
and Mertzes re flect on their lives since Lit tle
Ricky’s birth. (HD)

8:00pm
FOX Hell’s Kitchen “Wel come to the Jun -
gle” The re main ing con tes tants must pre pare
a dish with meats in clud ing boar, ven i son and
elk; mu si cian John Rzeznik guest judges dur -
ing the din ner ser vice. TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
ABC CMA Coun try Christ mas Coun try mu -
sic star Reba McEntire de buts as host of the
eighth an nual event, which in cludes per for -
mances from some of the top coun try mu si -
cians. (HD)

7:30pm
USA Thor aaa (2011, Ac tion) Chris
Hemsworth, Natalie Portman. A war rior is ban -
ished to Earth af ter he re ig nites an an cient
war, but he must save Earth when evil forces
from his planet are sent to in vade the world.
PG-13 TVPG (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY DECEMBER 23, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Foot ball Night
(Live)

Col lege Foot ball 
“2017 Dol lar
Gen eral Bowl”
Ap pa la chian
State vs To ledo
(Live)

Seinfeld (5:00) “G.I. Joe:
Re tal i a tion”
(‘13)

Mickey “Some thing’s”
(‘03)

“My Cousin
Vinny”

“Hell or High
Wa ter” Broth ers 
rob banks. (R):30 Seinfeld Ho tel (HD)

7 PM CMA Coun try
Christ mas Reba
McEntire. (HD)

NCIS: New Or -
leans

The Gifted Old
friend.

(:20) Sun. Night
Foot ball Min ne -
sota Vi kings at
Green Bay
Pack ers (Live)
(HD)

Seinfeld “Frozen” (‘13)
Break ing icy
spell.

“The Zoo -
keeper’s Wife”
Re sis tance
work.

aaa “Run -
away Jury”
(‘03) Gun law -
suit. (HD)

:30 Big Bang “Thor” (‘11, Ac -
tion) A war rior is
ban ished to
Earth. (HD)8 PM 48 Hours Le thal Weapon

(HD)
Big Bang “The Hate ful

Eight” (‘15)
Group en coun -
ters be trayal and 
de cep tion.

:30 Big Bang LEGO

9 PM Ten Days 48 Hours Lo cal Pro grams Big Bang BUNK’D Di vorce (:10) “The Ver -
dict” (‘82) Seek -
ing re demp tion.:30 SportsCenter

(HD)
Big Bang BUNK’D (:45) Gun pow der

(HD)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal in for ma -
tion.

Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Fron tal Mod Fam ily Walk Prank

:30 Lo cal Search Mod Fam ily MECH-X4 (:47) Gun pow der
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
SportsCenter
(HD)

Search Mod Fam ily “Christ mas
Pres ent”

(:20) “First Kill”
(‘17)

SMILF

:30 Joker Wild Mod Fam ily Gun pow der Shame less

MONDAY DECEMBER 25, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM NBA Bas ket ball
(Live)

Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

NFL (Live) Sports “Christ mas
Story”

“The Aveng ers”
(‘12)

Jessie (HD) (5:30) “Mu seum”
(‘09)

aac “Ur ban
Cow boy”

“Mother’s Day”
(‘16):30 Lo cal Count down

7 PM NBA Bas ket ball
Hous ton vs
Oklahoma City
(Live) (HD)

Kevin Wait Showtime “Christ -
mas”

Grinch Mon day Foot ball 
Oak land Raid ers 
at Phil a del phia
Ea gles (Live)
(HD)

Am. Dad WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Mickey “The LEGO
Bat man Movie”
(‘17) Will Arnett.

aaa “In vin ci -
ble” Open NFL
try out.

Shame less (HD)

:30 Man Plan aac “Dr.
Seuss’ How the 
Grinch Stole
Christ mas”
(‘00)

Fam ily Guy Stuck in the Mid -
dle8 PM Su pe rior The Gifted

“boXed in”
Fam ily Guy “Bad Moms”

(‘16) Mom goes
wild.:30 9JKL (HD) Fam ily Guy Bizaard (:45) “Good Will 

Hunt ing” (‘98)
Doc tor helps ge -
nius. (HD)9 PM Scor pion (HD) Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
Ta ran tula Girl World aaa

“Zoolander”
(‘01) Model
killer.

:30 Pyr a mid Ta ran tula Best Frnds SMILF

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal (:20)
SportsCenter
with Scott Van
Pelt (HD)

Conan Bob
Newhart.

Mod Fam ily Hannah (:15) “Bridge of
Spies” (‘15)
Pris oner re -
lease.

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Hannah “Warcraft” (‘16) 
Hu mans vs.
orcs.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Seinfeld Mod Fam ily So Ra ven “Shake speare

Love”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Mod Fam ily BUNK’D

TUESDAY DECEMBER 26, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams (4:15) Col lege
Foot ball (Live)
(HD)

Big Bang Chrisley BUNK’D Real Sports -
Gumbel

aaa “Get
Smart” (‘08)

aac “Of fice
Christ mas
Party” (‘16) Epic 
party.

:30 Big Bang Chrisley Ra ven

7 PM New Year NCIS “House Di -
vided”

Le thal Weapon
(HD)

El len’s (HD) Big Bang WWE
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

Andi Mack aac “Trans -
form ers: Re -
venge of the
Fallen” (‘09)
(HD)

“Na po leon Dy -
na mite” (‘04)
(HD):30 Score board Big Bang Stuck Mid.

8 PM aaa

“Rudolph” (‘76)
The 40th An nual 
Ken nedy Art ists
hon ored.

The Mick Better Late “Mu -
nich”

Col lege Foot ball 
“2017 Cac tus
Bowl” Kan sas
State Wild cats
at UCLA Bruins
(HD)

Big Bang Bizaard In side the NFL
(HD):30 The Mick Big Bang Ra ven “Yes Man” A

man says only
yes.9 PM Kevin “Prob a bly”

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Joker Wild Chrisley Un der cover Shame less (HD)

:30 Drop Mic Chrisley Liv Maddie Fight Game

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Diego
Luna.

Mod Fam ily Bizaard Box ing’s Best of
2017

“Fast Times at
Ridgemont”
(‘82)

In side the NFL
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Ra ven

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Joker Wild Mod Fam ily Stuck Mid. “The Take” (‘16)
(HD)

Lavell (HD)

:30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Conan Mod Fam ily BUNK’D “Belko”

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 27, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams (4:15) Col lege
Foot ball (Live)
(HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D (5:30) “Wanted”
(‘08)

“Du plic ity” (‘09)
(HD)

“Leg ends of
the Fall” Broth -
ers love woman.:30 Big Bang Ra ven

7 PM Goldbergs To Be An -
nounced

Pregame The Wall (HD) Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU

Andi Mack (:20) “Bat man v
Su per man:
Dawn of Jus -
tice” (‘16)
Superhero war.

“The Big
Lebowski” (‘98) 
Mis taken iden -
tity.

:30 Speech less Col lege Foot ball 
“2017 Fos ter
Farms Bowl” Ar i -
zona vs Purdue
(Live) (HD)

Score board Big Bang Stuck Mid.

8 PM Mod Fam ily SEAL Team
(HD)

“Dolly Parton’s
Christ mas”
Parton fam ily.

Col lege Foot ball 
Texas vs Mis -
souri (Live) (HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU

Bizaard “The Hate ful
Eight” (‘15)
Group en coun -
ters be trayal and 
de cep tion.

:30 House wife Big Bang Ra ven

9 PM Match Game
(HD)

Crim i nal Minds
(HD)

Big Bang ac “Fifty
Shades of
Grey” (‘15) Sex -
ual ex plo ra tion.
(HD)

Un der cover “Keanu” (‘16)
Sto len kit ten.
(HD):30 Fron tal Liv Maddie

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan (HD) Bizaard Fight Game

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Ra ven Box ing’s Best of
2017

(:40) “In de pend -
ence Day” (‘16)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Joker Wild Stuck Mid. “Pun ish er: War”

(‘08):30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Conan Chrisley BUNK’D Box ing’s

SUNDAY
7:00pm

NBC It’s a Won der ful Life aaaa (1947,
Hol i day) James Stew art, Donna Reed. A sui -
cidal man’s guard ian an gel gives him the
chance to see what life in his town would be
like if he had never been born. NR TV G

8:00pm
SHOW Of fice Christ mas Party aac (2016,
Com edy) Ja son Bate man, Olivia Munn. In or -
der to im press a po ten tial cli ent and save their
jobs, a man, his chief tech ni cal of fi cer and
their co work ers must host the best of fice
Christ mas party. R (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

CBS Kevin Can Wait A re cently re tired po -
lice of fi cer finds he must put his plans on hold
in or der to help his wife and three chil dren
tackle their own per sonal chal lenges. TVPG
(HD)

7:15pm
ESPN Mon day Night Foot ball Oak land is
2-4 in six trips to Phil a del phia and has not cel -
e brated a win over the Ea gles as the vis it ing
team since a 20-10 tri umph at Vet er ans Sta -
dium in 2001. (HD)

7:00pm
NBC El len’s Game of Games Con tes tants
are se lected from the au di ence and must ma -
neu ver large ob sta cles and an swer ques tions
un der pres sure in or der to win a huge cash
prize. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
CBS The 40th An nual Ken nedy Cen ter
Hon ors The Ken nedy Cen ter Hon ors aims to
cel e brate of the note wor thy ca reers of five art -
ists who have helped trans form cul tural life in
America. (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
ABC The Goldbergs “Goldberg on the
Goldbergs” When Beverly con fronts Coach
Mellor and he re veals his tense re la tion ship
with his own brother Coach Nick, she in ter -
venes and it leads to a fight. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
ESPN Col lege Foot ball “2017 Acad emy
Sports + Out doors Texas Bowl” Texas makes
its first ap pear ance in a bowl game since 2014
but leads the se ries with Mis souri, 17-6, in -
clud ing a 40-27 vic tory in the 1946 Cot ton
Bowl. (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY DECEMBER 24, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) NFL (Live) Trolls SportsCenter
(HD)

Sur prise! Carol
(HD)

aaa “Thor”
(‘11) War rior
ban ished.

Tan gled: The Se -
ries

“Miss Pere -
grine’s Home”
(‘16)

(5:30) “Al ti tude”
(‘17)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 OT (Live) Murray

7 PM “Beauty and
the Beast” A
mon ster’s cap -
tive.

Wis dom of the
Crowd

Simp sons “It’s a Won der -
ful Life” (‘47) A
man dis cov ers
the value of his
life.

Sports “A Christ mas
Story” (‘83) A
boy’s life. (HD)

Dis ney Parks aaac “Die
Hard” (‘88, Ac -
tion) A lone
hero. (HD)

Bil lions (HD)

:30 Ice Age Col lege Foot ball 
“2017 Hawai’i
Bowl” Fresno
State Bull dogs
vs Hous ton Cou -
gars

“Mar vel’s The
Aveng ers” (‘12, 
Ac tion) Man kind
at risk.

(:45) “Go ing in
Style” (‘17)
Bank heist. (HD)8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) Fam ily Guy Stuck in the Mid -

dle
“Of fice Christ -
mas Party”
(‘16):30 Bob’s Brgr

9 PM Shark Tank (HD) Madam Sec re -
tary

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal in for ma -
tion.

“A Christ mas
Story” (‘83) A
boy’s life. (HD)

Bizaard (:15) “Die Hard
2" (‘90) Air port
ter ror ists. (HD):30 Bizaard aa “Sex and

the City” (‘08) A 
New York wed -
ding. (R) (HD)

SMILF

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal “Jour ney 2:
The Mys te ri ous 
Is land” (‘12)

Andi Mack (:15) Shame less
(HD):30 Christ mas Eve

with
(:29) The Christ -
mas Eve Mass

Un der cover

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

“Christ mas
Story”

aa “’Twas the
Night”

(:20) “Die Hard”
(‘95)

“Of fice” Epic
party.:30 (:35) Lo cal

Television Listings

(Reprinted from The Gazette-Democrat, 
December 21, 1967)
For Everyone
The Spirit of Christmas 
Lingers Long

Again it is Christmas, and for those with eyes to 
see here is joy in the world about us. There is a certain 
feeling in the air, there is a warm stirring within our 
individual hearts.

Christmas is but one day, although the most magnifi-
cent and eventful day in the history of man’s life upon 
this earth. Yet, with the monotonous march of the sea-
sons, only Christmas comes so early and lingers so long.

It begins, perhaps, sometime in November when 
youngsters begin to count the days and mind their man-
ners. It seems much nearer when schools and churches 
begin rehearsing holiday pageants and planning holiday 
decorations.

Should snow fall in early December, everyone be-
comes more aware of the approaching holiday. There’s 
a bit of a spring in every step, a happy ring to the voices 
we hear.

The gradual quickening of the heart and spirit be-
comes full-blown with the arrival of Christmas Eve. 
With the passing of gifts and greetings and the obser-
vance of family traditions, we gratefully accept the 
opportunity to return in heart and spirit to Bethlehem. 
In silence we may sit again in the church by the side of 
the road and find our heart filled with joy and gladness.

And, come what may we feel we shall not soon forget 
THIS Christmas Day.

Holiday season lights on display
Holiday season light displays can be seen throughout the area. A shelter at the park in downtown 

Cobden has been decorated for the season.

Decorating with mistletoe longstanding tradition
plant germinated sporadi-
cally from bird droppings. 

Since “dung-on-a-twig” 
does not lend itself to the 
plant’s romantic legend, it 
might be better to stick with 
calling it mistletoe and be 
careful where you stand this 
holiday season.

ingesting berries in large 
amounts can be lethal, so 
keep it out of reach of chil-
dren and pets, or hang arti-
ficial mistletoe.

The name mistletoe 
translates directly to Eng-
lish as “dung-on-a-twig,” 
as ancient tribes thought the 

time he kisses a young girl 
beneath the hanging plant, 
and once the berries were 
gone the romantic power of 
the plant faded.” 

Hence, many gentlemen 
sought mistletoe cuttings 
with an abundance of ber-
ries to hang in their homes.

“In addition to its inter-
esting history, mistletoe is 
also an interesting plant,” 
says Enroth.

Mistletoe is a true para-
site and grows as an ever-
green in a variety of trees, 
but is common in apple 
trees, poplars, lindens and 
willow. 

Mistletoe draws water 
and nutrients from its host. 
Although it typically does 
not kill the tree outright, it 
weakens it to the point of 
shortening the host’s lifes-
pan, making it vulnerable 
to other pests and disease.

“There are many differ-
ent species of mistletoe,” 
says Enroth. 

“The species celebrated 
in ancient texts and used in 
European celebrations is the 
European mistletoe, whose 
scientific name is Viscum 
album.”

Mistletoe native to North 
America falls into the genus 
Phoradendron, and is the 
mistletoe commonly sold 
in the United States.

Enroth said that mistle-
toe is not common in north-
central Illinois, but it can be 
found in Hardiness Zone 6 
and becomes more preva-
lent further south.

“You may have success 
finding mistletoe in South-
ern Illinois. With the warm-
ing climate, we have seen 
southern plant species begin 
to creep northward,”

Most commercially har-
vested mistletoe grows in 
Oklahoma, Texas and New 
Mexico. 

Mistletoe is toxic and 

Decorating with mistle-
toe has been a holiday tradi-
tion for many centuries in 
North America and Europe. 

It begs the question: Why 
do we have this strange tra-
dition that prompts friends, 
family, and even enemies to 
kiss when they meet under-
neath mistletoe?

“Perhaps you have been 
one of the lucky, or unlucky, 
few who have found your-
self under the mistletoe for 
a kiss,” says University of 
Illinois Extension horticul-
ture educator Chris Enroth.

It is widely accepted 
that the tradition of kissing 
under the mistletoe began 
in the 16th century, but the 
history of the plant goes 
back much farther than that. 

Mistletoe is considered 
one of the most magical, 
mysterious and sacred 
plants in European folklore.

It was used in ancient 
times, centuries before the 
birth of Christ, by Druid 
tribes living in what is con-
sidered modern-day Great 
Britain. 

In fact, the plant was so 
sacred to the ancient Druids 
that if two enemies met 
under the mistletoe, they 
would lay down their weap-
ons and exchange greetings. 

Druid priests would har-
vest mistletoe with a golden 
knife and pass it around to 
celebrate the new year.

Mistletoe was banned 
from Christian ceremonies 
for many years because 
of its pagan origin, but 
Christian leaders eventu-
ally incorporated the plant 
into decorations and cel-
ebrations to draw in the 
old tribes of Britain and 
Europe.

The tradition of kissing 
under the mistletoe began 
in 1520 when William Ir-
ving wrote, “A young man 
should pluck a berry each 

Calling America Back to God
founder shares special message

Bernice Leona Pyle 
shares the following item, 
“Does God Ever Cry?”

The words were written 
by Bernice Leona Pyle and 
John Crocker especially for 
the play, “Does God Cry?”

Bernice Leona Pyle 
is the founder of Calling 
America Back to God.

Does God Ever Cry?
When He looks down 

from heaven
Does God shed a tear
We’ve strayed so far, and 

the end is so near
When the raindrops are 

falling
Do they fall from His 

eyes
When he looks down 

from heaven
Does God ever cry.
No room at the inn, they 

turned Him away
Sometimes it seems, 

there’s no room today
Still no room for Jesus, 

just like the first night
Were to blind to see, the 

true Christmas light
He loved us so much, He 

gave us His Son
So we could be with 

Him, when our days here 
are done

They crucified Jesus, He 
died on the cross

But now we’ve forgot-
ten, and the world is so lost

When the road is to 
rough, and the river to wide

We can make it across, 
with Him by our side

For the sweet love of 
Jesus, it’s steady and true

And He is the rock, we 
all must cling to

When He looks down 
from Heaven

Does God shed a tear
We’ve strayed so far, and 

the end is so near
When the raindrops are 

falling
Do they fall from His 

eyes
When He looks down 

from heaven
Does God ever  cry.
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Please read this. . .             by Geof Skinner

A journey of 50,000 steps...more or less...

March 23

Fifty thousands steps, 
more or less...

...or, maybe it was a jour-
ney of about 20 miles, .41 
of a mile at a time...

...this little adventure 
began on the last Thursday 
in January of 2017. Cold, 
gray, another day without 
sunshine.

Not sure about the cat-
alyst for this adventure. 
Yours truly decided to visit 
the U.S. Forest Service's 
Lincoln Memorial Picnic 
Grounds in Jonesboro on 
Thursdays. Make it part 
of a "beat," which is what 
journalists do to waste time.

Thursday is the day 
your scribe visi ts  the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro. Keeping in 
touch with the pulse of our 
community. Or, at least 
part of it.

Initial goal: take at least 
one pic a month at the pic-
nic grounds. Culminating 
in an end of year look back. 
Turns out it will be a bunch 
more pics, as often happens.

Couple of weeks later, 
thought, hmmmm, might 
be good to take a note or 
two about the experience. 
Here goes...

Feb. 9. Cold, gray. Spot-
ted a male bluebird. Didn't 
seem the least bit concerned 
about having pictures taken.

Feb. 16. Nice day. Bit 
of sunshine. Much warmer 
than last visit. Several peo-
ple walking. Young woman 
just sitting. Enjoying the 
day? Young man fishing; 
line with bobber. Caught a 
bluegill; said crappie were 
being caught, too. 

Gaggle of geese in pond 
didn't seem to worry much 
about the presence of peo-
ple. Saw a turtle on a log. 
In February? Spotted a 
kingfisher, too. Have seen 
kingfisher a couple of times 
during visits.

Feb. 23. Unusually warm 
day for February. Lots of 
turtles on logs in pond. 
Only other person: woman 
walking her dog. 

March 2. Sunny day. 
Bright blue sky. Cooler than 
last week. Didn't expect to 
see turtles; yet, there they 
were. However, the turtles 
were not moving very fast; 
as a matter of fact, they 
weren't moving at all. Five 
people, four dogs at picnic 

grounds. My friends the 
geese are enjoying the sun-
shine. A chipmunk was kind 
enough to pose for about 
half a dozen pics. 

March 9. Nice day. Very 
mild. Sky slightly overcast. 
A man, with a baby strapped 
to his chest, and a tiny 
dog are going for a walk. 
A woman and a tiny dog 
also are going for a walk; 
her tiny dog barks at me. 
She seems to discourage 
the dog from chewing off 
my leg. Watched a goose at 
the pond carefully moving 
dried leaves from one spot 
to the net. Have brief chat 
with fellow who is waiting 
for a buddy to go fishing. 

March 16. Cool, a bit 
overcast. Quick visit today. 
Don't like to do it that way. 
Dentist appointment com-
ing, though. No turtles to 
be seen after the past week's 
unusually cold weather. A 
woman and her tiny dog, 
wearing a sweater, going for 
a walk. Mother (?) Goose 
appears to be on a nest in 
an "island" in the pond. Not 
far away, two other geese 
are strolling on the grounds.

March 23. Warm day. 
Turtles are back out on their 
logs. Geese are noisy. 

March 30. Windy, mild 
day, light rain started to fall. 
Seen at the picnic grounds 
today: three people, eight 
geese and more than 15 
turtles. Two of the geese 
appear to be nesting. 

April 6. Sunny, blustery, 
cool. A man is fishing at the 
pond. A dog growls at me.

April 13. Today is the 
first really "warm" day of 
the season. Three children 
are playing at the picnic 
grounds. A woman is walk-
ing. Another woman, a 
regular, is walking her dog. 
A man is walking, too. 

On my own walk, a 
goose (father goose?) hisses 
at me. Never had that hap-
pen before. Then again, 
have never  been that close 
to a goose. Closer inspec-
tion shows dad was prob-
ably watching out for the 
seven goslings that were 
with another adult goose 
(mom?). Gave all of the 
geese plenty of room. Con-
tinued on my way.

April 20. Rain imminent. 
A few sprinkles fall on the 
way to the picnic grounds. 

Goslings spotted last 
week are bigger (surprise?); 
colors are a little darker. 
Two adult geese (mom and 
dad?) are keeping watch. 
I keep my distance. The 
geese seem satisfied.

While walking around 
the pond, watched a lone 
goose coming in my direc-
tion. Stopped. Took some 
pics. Goose stopped, left 
water on bank just beneath 
where I was standing. The 
goose didn't seem to be 
concerned at all about my 
presence. We shared a "spe-
cial moment." 

April 27. Kind of over-
cast today, with an occa-
sional glimpse of blue sky 
and sunshine. Heavy rain in 
forecast. I'm the only person 
at the picnic grounds this 
afternoon.

Heard a bullfrog for the 
first time since starting 
this adventure. Saw a blue 
bird. Not a bluebird. Indigo 
bunting?

Goose family was gath-
ered along the pathway 
around the pond. They 
watched me. I watched 
them. We seemed to have 
a mutual understanding. 
I take some pictures, turn 
around, go back from 
whence I came. (Always 
wanted to use the word 
whence.)

While heading whence-
ward, another lone goose 
approached. Same one as 
last time? Goose came close 
enough I could hear its 
footsteps. Are we becoming 
friends? 

May 4. Goodness, gra-
cious. It's cold today. Gray 
sky. Blustery. Occasional 
sprinkles. Water at pond 
is way up. Perhaps due to 
nearly a foot of rain dur-
ing the past week. Wind is 
creating "wavelets" (is that 
a word?). Not a turtle to be 
seen. Heard an owl call, 
then another, somewhere 
off in the distance. Gos-
lings are rapidly becoming 
gooslings (that, as far as I 
know, is not a word).

May 11. Sultry today, as 
in warm and sticky. Lots of 
sunshine; big, white, cotton 
ball clouds in a blue sky. A 
young family appears to 
be finishing up a picnic. At 
one point, the goose fam-
ily joins them. A dog (on 
a leash) growls at me. Saw 

lots of fish swimming along 
the "shore" line in pond. 

May 18. Warm and h-u-
m-i-d. Very brief rain show-
er. Initially, nobody else 
was at the picnic grounds. 
Even the goose family ap-
pears to be taking it easy. As 
I was leaving, a woman who 
is a frequent visitor and her 
dog, which likes to growl at 
me, arrived.

May 25. Quiet today. 
Goslings growing.

June 1. Weather today 
warmest and humidest (?) 
since we started this little 
adventure. Signs of dam-
age from May 27 storms: 
downed tree limbs and 
such. Saw first dragonflies. 
Couple of echinacea flow-
ers in butterfly garden, too. 
A grandfather (I assume) 
and granddaughter (again, 
an assumption) appear to 
be going fishing. She has 
rod, reel and bucket in hand. 
Something else, too: "I've 
got the worms."  

June 8. Warm (but not 
too bad) today. Lots of 
sunshine. 

Did the usual  walk 
around the pond; also spent 
some time checking out the 
grounds near the statues of 
Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Doug-
las. Saw a tiger swallow tail 
butterfly in the butterfly 
garden, which is not far 
from the statues.

While trying to take 
some pictures near the 
pond, a couple of thirsty 
mosquitoes had lunch, and 
yours truly was the main 
course. 

June 15. Warm. No, 
make that hot. And humid. 
Water level at pond is low. 
A school of fish seem to 
follow me as I walk around 
the pond. 

Actually made two visits 
today. A member of the 
Kennedy family made a 
visit to the picnic grounds 
at noon time. I pondered 
the historical context of the 
visit in light of the debate 
conducted way back in the 
day by Messrs. Lincoln and 
Douglas.

June 22. Bit of a drizzle 
falling under overcast sky. 
We are experiencing rem-
nants of Tropical Storm 
Cindy.

Greeted by large, buzz-
ing creature which circles 
me a couple of times. 

Spotted what I think 
may have been a pileated 
woodpecker. Hard to tell, 
for sure, since I'm hardly a 
bird expert. 

Only one turtle was 
hanging out on a log today. 

The "baby" geese, by the 
way, are "all growed up." 
Gosh, they don't stay kids 
for very long.

June 29. Warm today. 
No, make that hot. And 
humid. No, make that very 
humid. 

Saw lots of different 
kinds of dragonflies buzz-
ing around today. Maybe 
I should learn more about 
such critters...

...to be continued, hope-
fully...in the meantime, have 
yourself a

Merry 
Christmas February 23

February 9

June 9

March 2
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