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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area

A light dusting of 
snow fell on the Cobden 
area last Saturday morn-
ing. The snow did not last 
long.

***
Happy New Year to all 

of our readers.
***

If you plan to celebrate 
the arrival of a new year, 
please do not drink and 
drive.

***
Brace yourself...the 

National Weather Service 
in Paducah reported early 
this week that the region 
which includes the Union 
County area would be 
experiencing some “very 
cold air.” “Wind chills 
on New Years morning 
are expected to range 
from zero to 10 below 
zero,” the weather service 
stated.

***
The Union County 

Sheriff’s Office reported 
that the Christmas holi-
day weekend was quiet.

(continued on page 2)

Students appreciate veterans
Cobden Elementary School 4th graders showed their appreciation to area veterans as part of a caring 

project this Christmas. The project is an annual tradition started by teachers Gwen Tripp and Tara Marks 
11 years ago. The students were asked to donate $1, if possible, to purchase items for residents of the 
Illinois Veterans Home in Anna. The students made Christmas cards and filled a gift bag with goodies 
for each of the 60 residents at the home. Each year, the students’ response has been overwhelming. 
Many students give their own money and often give far more than the $1 request. The students are very 
proud of their local veterans and want to help make their Christmas special. Photo provided.

By Mike Estel
For the last nine years, 

the Grassy Lake Hunting 
Club at Ware has hosted 
wounded veteran soldiers 
for a one-day waterfowl 
hunt on Wednesday, Dec. 
20.

“It’s the biggest honor 
I’ve ever had in my life,” 

said Collin Cain, who owns 
the Grassy Lake Hunting 
Club about hosting the spe-
cial event. 

“It makes you feel so 
humble doing something 
for them. I’m so blessed 
and honored to show them 
a good time for a day.”

Cain  said the hunt was 

put together nine years ago 
by his club manager, Tom 
Goetz, and the head of the 
Warrior Initative program 
Gary Adams.

“We  care about them as 
a person,” Adams said. 

The club sponsored 15 
veterans affiliated with Fort 
Campbell, Ky., and Clarks-

ville, Tenn., along with 
guides and volunteers.

“I came back from Viet-
nam with nothing,” said 
Gen. Ron McFadden, who 
spoke to the group follow-
ing the hunt and meal at the 
Grassy Lake club house on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20. “We 
want to keep these guys go-

ing and give them a reason 
to get up tomorrow.”

McFadden said hunts 
like the one held at the 
Union County club, helps 
cut into the high veteran 
suicide rate.

“We take at risk veter-
ans that are falling on hard 
times,” McFadden said. 
“We help pay their bills and 
their groceries. We want to 
keep these guys going.”

State Rep. Terri Bryant, 
R-Murphysboro, donned 
camouflage and was in-
volved in the hunt.

“It’s an honor to go out 
and hunt with them,” said 
Bryant, following the hunt. 
“It’s been a  lot of fun. I still 
have a brother serving in the 
Air Force reserves.”

“It’s an awesome pro-
gram,” said retired Maj. 
Benjamin  Wi lk ins  o f 
Clarksville, Tenn. Wilkins 
said he learned about the 
hunt  through a friend. “I’m 
still trying to adjust to civil-
ian life after retiring,” he 
said.

For many it was their 
first time doing a waterfowl 
hunt like this.

(continued on page 2)

Wounded veterans participate in special hunt

Legislator voices appreciation to veterans
State Rep. Terri Bryant, R-Murphysboro, standing, third from left, voiced appreciation to the veterans 

who attended last week's special waterfowl hunt. 

Regular meeting held Dec. 19

Anna Council discusses sales tax, home rule issues
The Anna City Council 

last week revisited discus-
sion about a sales tax and 
the establishment of home 
rule in Union County’s larg-
est community.

The topics were dis-
cussed at the council’s regu-
lar meeting, which was held 
Tuesday evening, Dec. 19. 
Both topics had been dis-
cussed at a recent council 
meeting.

Both matters could end 
up going to voters for their 
consideration. Anna vot-
ers have previously turned 
down proposals to establish 

a home rule form of govern-
ment.

As the discussion be-
gan, Mayor Steve Hartline 
suggested that the coun-
cil needs to determine the 
answer to a key question 
regarding both issues. The 
question, the mayor said, is: 
“Are we unified?”

Focusing on the sales 
tax issue, council member 
Brandon Bierstedt said he 
wanted to know how rev-
enue would be allocated. 

Council member Martha 
Ann Webb has indicated 
that she would like to see 
revenue generated by a 

sales tax utilized for the 
development of an indoor 
swimming pool. The city 
has an aging pool which is 
in need of constant main-
tenance.

Bierstedt and city at-
torney John Foley both 
indicated that input from 
the public should be sought 
regarding both issues.

The mayor suggested 
that discussion regarding 
the use of sales tax revenue 
should focus on general 
categories, such as park and 
street improvements.

“We have to educate 
the public that it’s for the 

improvement of the city,” 
the mayor said.

City officials agreed that 
education will be critical 
in explaining the issues to 
voters, should the matters 
go to the voters.

Hartline said that the city 
needs to look into the future 
regarding ways to gener-
ate revenue. The mayor 
emphasized that he does 
not want the city to put a 
burden on property owners 
and the real estate taxes 
that they pay. He said that 
government grant funding 
no longer will be a viable 
option.

Further discussion about 
the issues is anticipated as 
city officials work to build 
a consensus regarding their 
next step.

In other business:
The city administrator 

reported that discussion 
about a budget for Anna’s 
new fiscal year are expected 
to start in late January or 
early February. The city’s 
new fiscal year begins on 
May 1, 2018.

Police Chief Mike Hunt-
er reported that installation 
of security cameras at the 
Anna City Park is scheduled 
to begin in mid-January.

Illinois State Police 
District 22 has released a 
monthly activity report for 
the month of November.

The district includes 
Union, Johnson, Pope, Mas-
sac, Hardin, Pulaski and 
Alexander counties.

The following statistics 
were included in the report 
for the month of November:

District 22 officers re-
sponded to 103 calls for 
service.

Officers issued 653 ci-

tations and 693 written 
warnings.

Six motorists were ar-
rested for driving under the 
influence, DUI.

Officers handled 64 
crashes.

A total of 190 motor car-
rier safety inspections were 
conducted; 15 inspections 
led to either the driver or the 
vehicle being placed out of 
service for safety violations.

A total of 150 motorists 
on the side of the road were 
assisted.

Officers made 11 crimi-
nal arrests.

The following citations 
were issued for what are 
termed as “Fatal Four” 
violations:

DUI, six. Speeding, 391. 
Occupant restraint, 77. Dis-
tracted driving, 28.

The District 22 safety 
education officer made 46 
presentations. The presen-
tations were attended by 
1,002 people, including 
students, school staff mem-
bers, parents and residents.

R e m i n d e r  A b o u t 
Scott's Law

District 22 continues to 
remind motorists who travel 
on area highways about 
Scott’s Law, “The Move 
Over Law.”

The law requires motor-
ists to reduce the speed of 
their vehicle, to yield the 
right of way by changing 
lanes away from an autho-
rized emergency vehicle 
and to proceed with due 
regard to safety and traffic 
conditions.

State police highlight activities in District 22

Flood tax
credit
available 

Illinois property own-
ers in 18 disaster declared 
counties may be eligible to 
claim an income tax credit 
worth up to $750 due to 
flooding in 2017.  

The Illinois Department 
of Revenue, IDOR, has 
released an informational 
bulletin on its website for 
individuals and businesses 
who want to determine their 
eligibility for the newly 
enacted Natural Disaster 
Income Tax Credit. 

The Natural Disaster 
Income Tax Credit is avail-
able to individuals and 
businesses who sustained 
flood damage to qualified 
real property in an Illinois 
declared disaster area and 
were issued certification 
from their township asses-
sor or chief county assess-
ment officer.

Eligible counties in-
clude Union, Alexander, 
Carroll, Clinton, Cook, 
Henry, Jackson, Jo Da-
viess, Kane, Lake, Lee, 
Marshall, McHenry, Ogle, 
Rock Island, Stephenson, 
Whiteside and Woodford. 

Taxpayers, township as-
sessors and chief county 
assessment officers seek-
ing additional information 
on the Natural Disaster 
Income Tax Credit can view 
IDOR’s Informational Bul-
letin (FY 2018-17), which 
is available online at Tax.
Illinois.gov.
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What Is 
The Value 

Of A
Community 
Newspaper?

What is the value of a community 
newspaper?

What does it bring to that com-
munity that no other institution can 
provide?

The local newspaper is a basic 
institution in any community, like 
the post office, the schools and the 
churches.

The local community newspaper, 
whether it be a 2,000 circulation 
weekly or a 50,000 circulation daily, 
serves to keep people connected to 
their community, by telling them 
what's happening with their neigh-
bors, as well as the institution serv-
ing the community.

The publication of obituaries, 
birth announcements, weddings and 
other significant events in our lives 
remind us of poet John Donne's 
words, "no man is an island."

Community newspapers alert 
members of the community to prob-
lems needing attention. 

The community newspaper fa-
cilitates the exchange of ideas and 
opinions through its editorial page 
and letters to the editor.

There are so many things of value 
community newspapers provide: 
the recording of local history and 
helping to maintain a healthy local 
economy through effective advertis-
ing for local businesses are just a 
few areas of value.

The community newspaper's value 
to its community is unquestioned.

– from Publishers Auxiliary, 
a publication of the 

National Newspaper Association
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IDNR director thanks veterans
Illinois Department of Natural Resources direc-

tor Wayne Rosenthal, left, paid tribute to veterans.

Wounded veterans hunt

“This was my first time 
up here hunting,” McFad-
den said. “So far I’ve had a 
great time.”

“I’ve never worried 
about anything like this 
until my two sons joined,” 
retired Brig. Gen. Wayne 
Rosenthal said. Rosenthal 
is the director of the Illi-
nois Department of Natural 
Resources. “This is why 
we’re here, I want to thank 
everyone for their service  
and what they’ve done for 
our country.” 

The wounded soldiers 
were having a good time 
with the camaraderie.

“I’m having a good 
time,” said wounded veter-
an Stacie Vandrie following 
the hunt. “This is a blessing. 
It’s really special them do-
ing something like this.”

The wounded soldiers 
harvested 18 ducks and two 
geese during the day-long 
hunt.

A noon meal was served 
at  the clubhouse by Ray-
mond Crane following the 
morning’s hunt on Wednes-
day.

“I love it like we were 
all family,” said Col. Wil-
liam Hawk. “These were all 
terrific people doing this.”

Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale’s chan-
cellor’s secretary Julie K. 
McDaniel and Great Boars 

Restaurant owner Dave 
Fombelle were each pre-
sented with battle flags 
following the meal.

SIUC was honored for 
hosting the wounded sol-
diers at a basketball game 
without charge against 
UNC A&T on Tuesday, 
Dec. 19. Fombelle was 
honored for  providing a 
meal on the evening before 
the game at his restaurant.

The hunters then re-
sumed hunting following 
the meal until shooting 
hours concluded.

Gary Wright of Cobden 
donated bus services to the 
evening dinner, the hunt and 
the SIU basketball game.

Others who helped to 
support the special event 
were the Davie School Inn 
in Anna, which gave the 
group complimentary room 
and board.

Former Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball coach 
Mike Crews spoke at the 
meal prior to the game, 
praising the wounded sol-
diers for their service.

Crews noted his father  
was a veteran having ser-
viced in the Sea Bees during 
World War II.

The Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
waived all fees and granted 
permits for the wounded 
soldiers to hunt.

Make a note and plan 
to attend the Jan. 6 kickoff 
celebration for the Union 
County bicentennial. The 
celebration will be at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro. A number 
of special activities are 
planned...and some special 
guests are scheduled to 
make an appearance.

***
The Union County 

Ambulance Service hosted 
a successful food drive. 
More than 1,700 pounds 
of food were collected to 
help support the Shawnee 
Development Council’s 
food pantry in Union 
County.

The ambulance service 
is still anticipating the de-
livery of a new ambulance 
on Jan. 4.

***
Rollie Hawk is leaving 

his post as Union County’s 
chief information officer. 
He begins a new job on 
Jan. 15.

***
The Union County 

Sheriff’s Office’s K9 unit 
dog was experiencing 
some major health issues 
as of last week.

***
A coat drive, and coat 

giveway, continue through 
Jan. 31 at Union County 
Counseling Service in 
Anna.

Union County tax hearing conducted
revenue goes to local school 
districts.

The issue of generating 
more revenue for the county 
led to discussion about sales 
tax funding. 

At this time, a sales tax 
generates enough revenue 
to pay for the cost of the 
county’s new courthouse.

Any proposal to increase 
the sales tax would have to 
be decided by the voters of 
the county.

Board chairman Toler 
said that the sales tax pro-
posal “is something we can 
take a look at.” Toler also 
said he would welcome 
those who were in atten-
dance at the public hearing 
to be part of a committee 
which could be established 
to look into such matters as 
the sales tax.

Commissioners Toler 
and Hartline voiced ap-
preciation to those who 
attended the public hearing. 

Union County Clerk Ter-
ry Bartruff welcomed the 
opportunity to explain the 
impact of PTELL, the tax 
cap. “We want everybody to 
understand how this works. 
It’s a very complicated 
process.”

In their meeting which 
followed the public hear-
ing, the commissioners ap-
proved allocation of $6,000 
to the Union County Senior 
Citizens Council.

more than 20 people, turned 
into a wide-ranging discus-
sion about the tax cap, the 
generation of revenue for 
county government, the 
impact of taxes on business 
and other key topics.

County officials ex-
plained that while an in-
crease has been proposed in 
the levy, they do not expect 
the action to actually raise 
property taxes by 8 percent.

Board of commissioners 
chairman Bobby Toler Jr. 
emphasized that the coun-
ty won’t know the actual 
amount of the increase until 
next year. He noted that a 
public hearing regarding the 
matter was required by law.

Commissioner Danny 
Hartline said the issue fo-
cuses on the county’s ability 
to capture new properties 
which have been added to 
the tax rolls. 

“Our projections are 
high...so we can get what 
actually comes in,” Hartline 
said. “We can only get what 
PTELL allows us.”

Commissioner  Max 
Miller also noted that the 
public hearing gave of-
ficials an opportunity to 
explain how the process 
works, as well as its poten-
tial impact.

The board chairman 
emphasized the county re-
ceives a small portion of 
the funds which are gener-
ated by taxes. Much of the 

“has estimated its equalized 
assessed valuation to secure 
new growth revenue and 
must adhere to the Property 
Tax Extension Limitation 
law (PTELL or “tax cap” 
law). 

“PTELL limits the in-
crease over the prior year 
in the property tax exten-
sion of this taxing district 
to the lesser of 5 percent or 
the percentage increase in 
the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI).”

PTELL, often referred 
to as a “tax cap,” was ap-
proved by Union County 
voters a number of years 
ago. While Union County 
is under a tax cap, some 
neighboring counties are 
not, which has an impact 
on local taxes.

The public hearing, 
which was attended by 

A large crowd was in 
attendance last week for a 
public hearing regarding 
a  proposed property tax 
increase for Union County 
government.

The public hearing was 
conducted Thursday morn-
ing, Dec. 21, at the Union 
County Courthouse in 
Jonesboro.

The hearing was held 
prior to a regular meeting 
of the Union County Board 
of Commissioners.

The proposed tax levy 
increase is for 2017 taxes 
which will be paid in 2018. 
The proposed increase 
amounts to an 8 percent 
increase over the previous 
year’s levy.

A public notice which 
was published prior to the 
hearing noted that the tax-
ing district (the county) 

Union County
Hospital receives
numerous accolades

Union County Hospital 
has received a four-star 
rating for quality and safety 
from the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services, 
CMS. 

CMS recently released 
overall hospital quality 
“star ratings” on its Hospi-
tal Compare website to pro-
vide consumers with more 
transparency regarding the 
quality, safety and service 
of hospitals throughout the 
United States. 

Hospitals received rat-
ings of one to five stars, 
with five stars being the 
highest score, based on their 
performance on selected 
measures from the hospital 
inpatient quality reporting, 
IQR, and outpatient quality 
reporting, OQR, programs.  

The ratings were based 
on performance data dated 
from 2011 to 2016, and 
were last updated in De-
cember 2016.

The scoring consisted 
of seven domains in the 
areas of mortality, safety of 
care, readmission, patient 
experience, effectiveness 
of care, timeliness of care 
and efficient use of medical 
imaging.

CMS also updated its 
overall nursing home qual-
ity “star ratings” on its 
Nursing Home Compare 
website.  

Union County Hospital’s 
Long Term Care received a 
five-star overall rating.  

Medicare and Medicaid 
certified nursing homes re-
ceive ratings of one to five 
stars, with five stars being 
the highest score, based on 
their performance on the 
following measures: health 
inspections, fire safety in-
spections, staffing of nurses 

and other health care pro-
viders and the quality of 
care for their residents.   

“Ratings like this keep 
us striving to perform better 
and remain mission-focused 
on patient-centered care and 
excellence in all aspects of 
hospital quality, safety and 
service,” Union County 
Hospital CEO Jim Farris 
said in a news release.

“Clinical care and ser-
vice is a journey and we 
embrace transparency and 
we continue to fulfill our 
performance improvement 
goals.” 

The four-star rating 
comes on the heels of other 
recent accolades for Union 
County Hospital.  

The American College 
of Cardiology accredited 
Union County Hospital as a 
chest pain center in January.

Then in March, Union 
County Hospital received 
the Joint Commission’s 
Hospital Accreditation, as 
well as its laboratory Ac-
creditation.  

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health certified 
Union County Hospital as 
an acute stroke ready hos-
pital in May.  

In October, iVantage 
Health Analytics and the 
National Organization of 
State Office of Rural Health 
awarded Union County 
Hospital with the excel-
lence in patient satisfaction 
distinction.  

Union County Hospital 
is a 25-bed facility which 
offers in-patient and out-
patient care including emer-
gency, medical and surgical 
services. The hospital is a 
Joint Commission accred-
ited facility.

2017 bridge project
Motorists traveling along Illinois Route 146 

between Anna and Vienna were faced with a tem-
porary road closure as the result of a construction 
project in August. The Illinois Department of Trans-
portation, IDOT, reported that the road was closed 
so that beams for the I-57 southbound structure 
over Route 146 could be erected and set. For safety 
reasons, IDOT could not allow traffic underneath 
the operation; therefore, a closure was necessary. 
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Congratulations to Jayce Turner for being named the Southern 
Illinoisan’s Football Player of the Year.  Jayce carried the football 
308 times for a total of 1,914 yards.  He scored 34 touchdowns 
as well.  Great job Jayce and the entire Wildcat team for an 
outstanding season.

Congratulations JayCe turner!

At the 146 & I-57 Junction
5565 St. Rt. 146 East • Anna, IL 62906

(618) 833-5986 52-2GPNC

Custom Processing of 
Beef, Pork, Goat, Sheep

Deer processing 
Oct. 1 thru

Jan. 30

Coats donated
Coats were delivered to the Children’s Medical & Mental Resource Network 

on Wednesday, Dec. 20. From left are Natalie Linton, Shawnna Rhine, Elaina 
Spalt and Ginger Meyer. 

WIBH New Coats, New Hope campaign

On Nov. 30, WIBH Ra-
dio in Anna wrapped up 
its seventh annual New 
Coats, New Hope cam-
paign, NCNH.

The campaign’s goal 
was to raise money for the 
purchase of new winter 
coats for children living in 
the lower 45 counties in Illi-
nois.  This year’s campaign 
raised over $5,700, which 
allowed for the purchase of 
315 coats.  

As part of this year’s 
effort, campaign coordina-
tors responded to an appeal 
from Operation Warm, a 
non-profit organization that 
provides the coats, to con-
tribute to its disaster relief 
fund to aid victims of Hur-
ricane Harvey. Fifteen of 
the 315 coats were donated 
to the relief fund. 

Since 2011, WIBH Ra-
dio in Anna has partnered 
with the Children’s Medi-
cal & Mental Resource 
Network, Two Rivers Child 
Advocacy and Head Start in 
this effort. 

In total, the campaign 
has raised over $26,000 and 
purchased more than 780 
coats for kids in Southern 
Illinois.  

Each new coat comes 
packaged, with tags still 
attached, from Operation 
Warm, a 501c3 charitable 
organization that provides 
winter coats to children of 
low-income families and 
children in crisis.  

“These coats not only 
provide warmth, but in-
crease a child’s self-worth 
and sense of stability for 
those in crisis,” said Shawn-
na Rhine, sales manager at 
WIBH, in a news release. 

“We realize there are 
many worthwhile causes in 
our area and simply can’t 
thank donors and our spon-
sors enough for their sup-
port.” 

Many local businesses 

More than 300 coats purchased
and organizations support-
ed this year’s campaign to 
help WIBH get the message 
to donors. 

Supporters included 5 
Star Auto Wash, A-J Na-
tional Bank, Trainor Ag 
Products, Wright Bros. 
Body Shop & Rod’s Tow-
ing, Jonesboro First Baptist 
Church.

Union County Sheriff 
Scott Harvel, Union County 
State’s Attorney Tyler Ed-
monds, Postal Pal, Southern 
Bank, L&P Carpet, He-
Brewz Coffee House,.

Spanish Oaks Center, 
From the Heart Flowers & 
Gifts, Cook Portable Ware-
houses, Auto Tire & Parts 
NAPA, Cable One.

Anna Tire & Auto/Cob-

den Auto Repair, Norm’s 
Woodworking, Seafood 
Specialties, Title Cash, 
Goddard’s Barn & Grill, 
and Integrity Health Care. 

Postal Pal in Anna cov-
ers the delivery of the coats 
each year, which allows 100 
percent of all donations to 
be used only to purchase 
coats. 

Coats will be available, 
while supplies last, to boys 
and girls, sizes 3T to 16, 
who live in Southern Il-
linois.  

No paperwork or in-
come documentation is re-
quired to receive a coat. For 
pick up information, call 
Shawnna Rhine at WIBH 
at 833-9424.

Access to Trail of Tears site 
in Union County improved

People can better ac-
cess a 1.5-mile segment 
of the Trail of Tears Na-
tional Historic Trail near 
Hamburg Hill in Union 
County, thanks to a re-
cently announced partner-
ship between National Park 
Service and Forest Service.

“The historic ruts at 
Hamburg Hill are nearly 
20 feet deep and surrounded 
by a forest setting nearly 
unchanged from what the 
Cherokee witnessed in 
1838,” said Steve Burns, 
landscape architect for the 
National Park Service Na-
tional Trails Intermountain 
Region. 

“With this work, people 
can more easily retrace this 
important episode in our 
nation’s history.”

Recent improvements 
made near Hamburg Hill, 
located south of Jonesboro, 
Ill., include a visitor park-
ing area and restroom. 

The Forest Service will 
continue restoration work 
next year and install new 
interpretive signs.

The Trail of Tears com-
memorates the forced re-
moval of more than 16,000 
Cherokee, black slaves 
and other tribes from their 
homelands (in northwest 
Georgia and adjacent Ten-
nessee, Alabama and North 
Carolina) to Oklahoma in 
1838 and 1839. 

The impact to these 
people was devastating. 
Hundreds of Cherokee 
died from cold and hunger 
during the trip west, and 
thousands more perished 
from the consequences of 
relocation.

Illinois was one of the 
most difficult stretches of 
the trail. Cherokee were 
trapped for weeks because 
they could not cross the 
frozen Mississippi River. 

One person wrote at the 
time: “The days and weeks 
spent in crossing southern 
Illinois were the most brutal 
for the Cherokee Nation. 
Many landowners would 
not allow the Cherokee to 
camp on their land or cut 
firewood for warmth and 
hot food. 

“Only adding to the 
Cherokee’s misery, the Mis-
sissippi was frozen solid far 
out from the river bank and 
in the center were blocks 
of ice as big as houses. As 
the water flowed, the huge 
ice blocks crashed down the 
current, rear on edge and 
crash down with mighty 
shocks. 

“This  fearful  noise 
went on day and night for 
a month as the Cherokee 
watched the mighty Mis-
sissippi in awed wonder as 
they waited to cross into 
Missouri.”

Congress created in 1987 
the Trail of Tears National 
Historic Trail that is admin-
istered, in partnership with 
other private and public 
entities, by the National 
Park Service National Trails 
Intermountain Region. 

The three federally rec-
ognized Cherokee Tribes, 
including the Cherokee Na-
tion, the United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee Indians 
in Oklahoma and the East-
ern Band of Cherokee In-
dians, designated the trail a 
Sacred Site in 2016 because 

of its spiritual values and 
connections that are a part 
of this landscape. 

Since 2009, storms dam-
aged Trail of Tears National 
Historic Trail, and unau-
thorized all-terrain vehicles 
also damaged the area.

Next spring, U.S. Forest 
Service/Shawnee National 
Forest plans to host a va-
riety of public volunteer 
opportunities. 

All work on the trail will 
be done with great care, as 
requested by the Cherokee 
Nation. 

Volunteers will have an 
opportunity to use hand 
tools and perhaps work 
alongside mules or other 
stock animals to restore 
damage along the trail. 

The Forest Service notes 
that volunteer service days 
are an excellent opportunity 
to learn by doing, and past 
participants say they have 
gained a greater apprecia-
tion of the cultural or natu-
ral resource.

For more information 
and to learn how to access 
the new parking area near 
Hamburg Hill, contact the 
Mississippi Bluffs Ranger 
District at 833-8576. 

Hunters who plan to use 
the Hamburg Hill area are 
advised to be aware that 
there may be more forest 
visitors in that vicinity due 
to the parking and facility 
improvements.

The work is being com-
pleted, in part, through Na-
tional Park Service Connect 
Trails to Parks funding.

Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale continues 
to be among the nation’s top 
universities for providing 
educational opportunities 
to student military veterans, 
active duty personnel and 
their families. 

In recent weeks, the uni-
versity has earned national 
recognition for its on-cam-
pus, extended campus and 
online support services, 
flexibility, general support 
and other offerings from 
several military-related 
publications. 

For the ninth straight 
year, Victory Media ranked 
the university as a Military 
Friendly School for 2018. 

For the seventh consecu-
tive year, Military Times 
Magazine ranks SIU Car-
bondale among its Military 
Times Best: Colleges 2018.

For the 11th year in a 
row, Military Advanced 
Education and Transition 

magazine awarded SIU 
Carbondale a Top School 
designation. 

In addition, the univer-
sity recently once again 
made the top 50 in the 2017 
College Choice Best Col-
leges for Veterans rankings. 

The recognition reflects 
the valuable relationship 
SIU has with its students, 
Paul S. Copeland, the uni-
versity’s veterans’ services 
coordinator, said. 

“This is a two-way 
street. The university takes 
steps to assist military/
veteran students making 
the transition to academic 
life, and the students help 
Veteran Services to review 
our own actions and evalu-
ate ourselves to see what’s 
working well and what 
needs attention,” he said.  

Students  who have 
served in the armed forces 
also volunteer their time 
to mentor other veterans 
who are transitioning into 
academic life. 

The university’s mission 
extends to military veter-
ans, active-duty personnel 
and their families. 

SIU Carbondale was 
among the first universi-
ties in the nation to offer 
off-campus academic pro-
grams to military person-
nel, beginning in 1973 at 
Scott Air Force Base. 

The university now of-
fers academic programs on 
military bases in 13 states. 

In the fall of 2016, SIU 
served 446 active military 
members and 493 veterans 
on campus. In addition, 362 
active duty military mem-
bers enrolled in off-campus 
and online programs within 
the last year. 

Copeland noted the 
university has extended 
campus and distance edu-
cation programs that offer 
opportunities for service 
and family members to 
complete a degree while 
serving. 

For those who choose 
on-campus programs, there 
is a full-service Veterans 
Center, whose mission is 
to support students in ac-
cessing veteran educational 
benefits, as well as provide 
supportive services to assist 
with academic, engage-
ment or other transition 
needs. 

The Veterans Center is 
in Woody Hall C141 on the 
SIU campus.
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SIU continues to earn
top honors for programs,
services offered to veterans
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Sports Saluki Sports Update 
By Fred Huff

It’s that time of year 
when “lists” are stylish…
happenings, deaths, you 
name it, you can find it 
somewhere.

So, how about SIU’s 10 
sporting events in our 35 
years spent with the Salukis. 
To be precise, that’s 1960 to 
1971 and 1977 to 2001.

Every SIU sports fan 
with a few years of age will 
agree, in all probability, 
with the top two or three, 
but from there on down we 
recall Merle Jones’ line on 
his daily column, “Where 
your opinion is as good as 
ours.” What a guy, but that’s 
another story.

No. 1 is easy and I can’t 
imagine anyone disagree-
ing. It’s the 1967 NIT cham-
pionship, which brought far 
more attention to SIU than 
the campus riots that closed 
the school a few years later.

Jack Hartman was the 
coach. George Iubelt was 
his No. 1 advisor and it’s 
still shameful that he was 

never rewarded by being 
named head coach when the 
former resigned for another 
job four years later.

However, back to the 
NIT and the finest basket-
ball season in SIU’s long 
history.  

New York City. The his-
toric old Madison Square 
Garden. For us, living pre-
cisely two weeks across the 
street, seeing and develop-
ing somewhat of a friend-
ship with Cassius Clay who 
was staying at the same 
Loew’s Midtown Motel 
while training daily for his 
next match at the Garden.

First, the annihilation of 
St. Peter’s, setting a new 
NIT record for the score 
difference (103-58) after its 
coach, while following us in 
speaking at the basketball 
writer’s weekly luncheon 
three days earlier had said 
something like, “I don’t 
know what I ever did to the 
committee, but pairing us 
up with some team from 
the country that’s going to 

come in here and sit on the 
ball is disappointing.” 103-
58…a new record.

The writers loved it. And 
they immediately fell in 
love with the Salukis. After 
SIU upset Duke, 72-63, in 
its next outing, one line 
we’ll never forget appeared 
in a sports page cartoon. 
“Biggest question around 
town is ‘What do you do 
with the Salukis?  Maybe 
throw ‘em a dog biscuit 
and hope you get your hand 
back.”

And, of course, it’s been 
told many, many times, 
SIU followed with convinc-
ing wins over Rutgers and 
Marquette in its next two 
outings to claim the most 
prestigious sports prize in 
school history.

What’s more, none of it 
would have happened had a 
guy named Walt Frazier not 
grabbed a missed free throw 
rebound in the closing min-
ute of a back-and-forth 
game at Kentucky Wes-
leyan, dribbled the length 

of the floor and scored a 
basket to allow the Salukis 
a win over the top-ranked 
college-division team in the 
country.

A Sports Illustrated 
writer was at the game. He 
wouldn’t even talk to us be-
fore the game. Said, “Nice 
to meet you and if your team 
wins the game, we’ll talk.”  

Actually we had an extra 
seat on our old SIU 21-seat 
plane and I talked Hart-
man into letting the writer, 
Joe Jares, to travel with us 
back to Carbondale. He did 
and a multi-page story fol-
lowed. It triggered the NIT 
invitation.

We’re out of space and 
haven’t even gotten to the 
other nine top happenings.  

In all likelihood, how-
ever, there will never be 
another one like the 1967 
NIT. 

That, and hopefully we’ll 
be back to finish up the 
other nine story-book hap-
penings in SIU’s sports 
history.
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Wildcats 8-3 after
most recent action

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ basketball team split 
in recent action.

Pinckneyville 63,  A-J 
30: The visiting Wildcats 
couldn’t hold on to a first 
quarter lead in the South-
ern Illinois River-to-River 
Conference Mississippi Di-
vision loss Friday, Dec. 22.

Jake Parr, who got in 
early foul trouble and 
had to set out some of the  
game, led with 11 points 
and 11 rebounds.

Sheldon McGrath had 
7 points and 6 rebounds. 
Logan Sawyer had 6 points 
and 5 rebounds. Jacob  
Zimmerman had 4 points 
and 4 rebounds. Ross Pin-
non had 2 points and a 
rebound. 

Ty le r  Smi th ,  Noah 
Smith and Noah McFar-
land each had 3 rebounds 
apiece.

A-J had 21 turnovers to 
Pinckneyville’s 12.

The Wildcats were 11 
of 38 in shot attempts from 
the floor, 1 of 14 from 
3-point range and 5 of 15 
from the free throw line.

The Panthers were 20 
of 44 in shot attempts from 
the field, 4 of 15 from 
3-point range and 11 of 18  
from the charity stripe.

 A-J 47, Chester 42: 
The visi t ing Wildcats 
pulled ahead in the first 
quarter on their way to the 
win Tuesday, Dec. 19.

Parr had 12 points and 9 
rebounds to lead the  Wild-
cats. Zimmerman added 
9 points and a rebound. 
Sawyer had 8 points and 
3 rebounds. Pinnon had 8 
points. McGrath and Tyler 
Smith had 4 points and 2 
rebounds apiece. McFar-
land had 2 points and a 
rebound.

A-J was 11 of 29 from 
the floor, 6 of 14 from  
3-point range and 7 of 12 
from the free throw line.

Chester was 17 of 39 
in shot attempts from the 
floor, 1 of 13 from 3-point 
range and 5 of 7 from the 
charity stripe.

A-J, 8-3 overall and 1-2 
in the conference, plays 
again at 11:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, today, at the Eldorado 
Tournament.

Grassy Lake Hunt Club 
at Ware hosted its annual 
winter waterfowl hunt fun-
raiser benefiting Baptist 
Children’s Home and Fam-
ily Services, BCHFS, on 
Monday, Dec. 18.

Banterra Bank and Mas-
ters Choice also were spon-
sors of the event, which 
raised $6,300 for the chil-
dren and families in care at 
BCHFS.  

Twenty-three hunters 
participated and harvested 
18 birds.

BCHFS voiced appre-
ciation to Collin Cain and 
his staff at the Grassy Lake 
Hunt Club for sponsoring 
another successful event.  

Appreciation also was 
voiced to Banterra Bank 
and Masters Choice for 

Winter waterfowl hunt
benefits children's home

their sponsorship.  
Appreciation also was 

voiced to the churches 
which provided a noon meal 
for the hunters: Big Creek 
Baptist Church, Anna First 
Baptist Church, Cobden 
First Baptist Church, Don-
gola First Baptist Church 
and Harvest Church of 
Annan.

B a p t i s t  C h i l d r e n ’s 
Home and Family Services 
provides Christ-centered 
care and services to over 
1,100 individuals each year 
through the organization’s 
various ministries: Baptist 
Children’s Home in Carmi, 
Angels’ Cove Maternity 
Center in Mt. Vernon, IL, 
and Pathways Counseling 
offices which are located 
in 12 Illinois communi-
ties.  For more information 
about BCHFS, go to www.
bchfs.com.Cobden’s

Flamm scores
1,000th point

Meredith Flamm scored 
16 points to lead visiting 
Cobden to a 57-56 win 
over Goreville in South 
Egyptian Conference high 
school girls’ basketball 
Tuesday, Dec. 19.

F l a m m  s c o r e d  h e r 
1,000th point on a 3-point 
basket  in the third quarter. 
She now has 1,004 total 
points.

Brooke Bailey added 14 
points for the Appleknock-
ers. Jenna Hartline had 12 
points and Lauren Sweitzer 
2. 

The Appleknockers 
trailed throughout the 
game before fighting back 
in the final quarter.

“I was surprised how 
well they played,” Cobden 
coach Richard Howell said. 
“They kept battling. It was 
a big one for us.”

Cobden improved to 8-2 
overall and 3-1 in the con-
ference. The Appleknock-
ers play again Tuesday, 
Jan. 2, at home against 
Johnston City.

A-J bowling
teams in action

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys’ and girls’ varsity 
bowling teams competed 
against Harrisburg and Mas-
sac County in recent action.

The host A-J boys’ team 
defeated Harrisburg and 
improved to 7-0. The final 
score was 2,473-2,139.

High score for the A-J 
boys was recorded by Evan 
Smoot with 223, 225 and a 
607 series.

Harrisburg defeated the 
A-J girls, 1,967 to 1,888. 
The A-J girls’ team fell to 
5-2.

High score for the A-J 
girls was recorded by TeeJay 
Hileman, with 182.

The A-J boys’ team 
defeated Massac County, 
2,759-2,360.

High scores for A-J were 
recorded by Evan Smoot 
with 203, Andrew Odum 
with 232, Jacob Cross with 
224 and Darrian Quick with 
219.

The A-J girls defeated 
Massac County, 2,127-
1,871.

Landmark 2017 event in Union County

Anna Masonic Lodge celebrated 150 years;
fraternal organization chartered in 1867

One of the landmark 
events which occurred in 
Union County during 2017 
happened in the fall.

The  Anna Masonic 
Lodge No. 520 celebrated 
its 150th anniversary.

The lodge was founded 
on Oct. 16, 1867, with an 
official charter from the 
Grand Lodge of Illinois 
after operating as Ariel 
Lodge since 1866.

Many of the men who 
were Masons served in the 
community in some capac-
ity in city, county and state 
offices.

Masons have served the 
City of Anna in various 
capacities over the years, 
including as mayors, alder-
men, council members and 
employees.

The Anna lodge also has 
welcomed business own-
ers, mechanics, farmers, 
laborers, those serving in 
the armed forces, first re-
sponders and many others 
as members. 

The celebration in the 
fall cemented the Anna 
Masonic Lodge as the old-
est fraternal organization in 
the City of Anna.

At the time of the cel-
ebration, the lodge had 106 
members.

O f f i c e r s  i n c l u d e d 
Frankie Williams, Wor-
shipful Master; Chad But-
ler, Senior Warden; Cody 
Poole, Junior Warden.

Larry Eddleman, Secre-
tary; Allen Mays, Treasur-
er; Billy J. Colson, Senior 
Deacon; Ron Almaroad, 
Junior Deacon.

Ken Trimble, Senior 
Steward; Robert Fricks, Ju-
nior Steward; Tracy Harris, 
Chaplain; Jay Rossberg, 

Tyler; and Richard Shipley, 
Marshal.

The lodge’s Worshipful 
Master, Frankie Williams, 
shared that “the process of 
becoming a Mason is easy, 
just ask; the ASK12B1 
slogan is correct. If Ma-
sonry interests you and you 
would like to be a member, 
just ask a member. 

“If you are interested 
in becoming a member 
or have questions, email 
annamasoniclodge520@
gmail.com.”

The Anna lodge’s regu-
lar stated meetings are 
scheduled at 7 p.m. on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month.

Meetings are at the Anna 
Masonic Lodge, which is 
located across from the 
swimming pool, where 
Church Street becomes 
Herman Wright Drive at 
the entrance to the Anna 
City Park.

History of Anna Lodge 
from “100 Years of Prog-
ress”

The history of Anna 
Masonic Lodge No. 520 
was highlighted in the 
book titled “100 Years of 
Progress.”

The book was published 
at the time of the City of 
Anna’s centennial celebra-
tion in 1954.

A history of the Anna 
Masonic Lodge written by 
E.E. Conyer appeared in 
“100 Years of Progress.”

Some highlights from 
Conyer’s history follow:

On the evening of Oc-
tober 10, 1866, when our 
City of Anna was just a 
youngster of 12 years, 
twenty-two of its citizens 
held a meeting under a 
dispensation from the Ma-
sonic Grand Lodge of Il-
linois to organize Ariel 
Lodge A.F. and A. Masons.

Unfortunately, they left 
no record of the location 
of the meeting, however, 
prior to their death several 
of the older members told 
that it was somewhere on 
Railroad Street, now Davie 
Street.

Our records are also 
vague regarding those 
twenty-two men, tel l-
ing little more than their 
names, but from other au-
thoritative sources we have 

learned enough about them 
to know that they were men 
of prominence in our little 
town and that the group 
was truly a cross section 
of its citizenry at that time.

Here are the names of 
those men and their occu-
pations as far as we could 
determine.

Dr. M.V.B. Harwood, 
Druggist; W.H. Willard, 
Dry Goods Merchant; J.P. 
Bohannon, General Store 
Owner; Nathan Dresser, 
later became Post Master.

Cyrus Shick, Quarry 
and Lime Kiln operator; 
E.H. Finch, Quarry and 
Lime Kiln operator; Corn-
wall Kirkpatrick, owner 
of the old pottery and, in-
cidentally, elected the first 
Mayor of Anna, when the 
City changed its form of 
Government in 1872.

Jas. I Toler, Business 
Man;  John  Harwood, 
Business Man; P.H. Kroh, 
Minister; J. Frank Ashley, 
Surveyor; E. Day, Farmer; 
A.W. Robinson, Carpenter.

E.A. Freeman, Town 
Clerk; M.M. Inman, Peace 
Officer; C.M. Willard, Jr., 
Banker; I.A. McKinney, 
J.D. Smith, F.E. Scars-
dale, F.M. Davidson, Jas. 
I. Kiger and James Roberts.

At this meeting Dr. Har-
wood, having been ap-
pointed Worshipful Master, 
appointed and installed 
the other officers, and thus 
began the Anna Masonic 
Lodge, now the oldest 
Fraternal organization, 
originating and still func-
tioning in Anna. 

An organization whose 
first requirement is a belief 
in God; whose purpose 
is not to take the place of 
any man’s church, but to 
teach the moral and social 
virtues, which should lead 
men to church.

On the evening of Oc-
tober 16, 1867, Mr. Joseph 
H. Samson of Jonesboro 
Lodge No. 111 met with 
the Masonic brethren of 
Anna and, acting for the 
Grand Master of Illinois, 
presented to them a Char-
ter. He then installed Mr. 
Nathan Dresser as Wor-
shipful Master. 

The other officers were 
then installed, thereby 
completing the organiza-

tion of Anna Lodge No. 
520, A.F. and A. Masons, 
as a regular Lodge of Ma-
sons.

During the years (the) 
Anna Lodge moved its 
meeting place several 
times. 

It is difficult to deter-
mine from the records the 
exact location of each.

However, it continued in 
its first location until April 
1, 1872, when it moved to 
the C.H. Williford Hall, a 
two-story brick building, 
still standing on East Davie 
Street.

(In 1878, the lodge 
moved to Peeler Hall. July 
10, 1889, the lodge moved 
to the Knights of Pythias 
Hall. In 1891, it moved to 
the old Dry House on West 
Davie Street. The lodge 
moved to 326 S. Main St.)

The names of many 
prominent and influen-
tial men have been on the 
lodge’s membership roll. 
Civic minded men, many 
serving as city oficials, all 
interested in the commu-
nity’s welfare.

Many have served our 
nation as well, some giv-
ing their lives; as did Lt. 
Ray Oliver Penrod, who in 
World War II, bravely went 
down with his ship when 
it was sunk in the Pacific 
by Japanese bombers; and 
Col. Townsend F. Dodd, 
who was in the Air Corps in 
Europe in World War I and 
died in the service when his 
plane crashed in one of our 
Eastern States.

M a n y  t h i n g s  h a v e 
changed since that evening 
of October 10, 1866.

The Lodge no longer 
convenes according to a 
certain phase of the moon, 
but according to the cal-
endar; the members no 
longer trudge down muddy 
streets or ride horseback 
to a meeting, but come 
in streamlined autos; the 
meetings no longer are 
conducted in the dim light 
of kerosene lamps, but in 
the brightness of modern 
electric fixtures; but its 
principles and purpose 
have never changed. 

It continues to insist on 
a belief in God, to promote 
harmony among men and 
encourage righteous living.

Goreville 71,
Cobden 68

Host Goreville came 
from behind in the final 
quarter to defeat Cobden 
71-68 in South Egyptian 
Conference high school 
boys’ basketball Tuesday, 
Dec. 19.

Clayton Eck had 22 
points to lead Cobden. John 
Russell had 17 points, Joe 
Brumleve 16, Noah Frank-
lin 9 and Dylan Duty 4.

Cobden, 8-6 overall, 
plays this week in the Sess-
er-Valier Tournament.



The Gazette-Democrat                                                                       Thursday, December 28, 2017                                                         Section A - Page 5

Southern Illinois has seen its share of natural disasters in recent years. Just in the past 
ten years, we have experienced wind storms, floods, tornados and ice storms, all causing 
widespread damage and power outages. Ma ny of you have had to use emergency generators 
until power could be restored.

The most important concern we have with members operating 
emergency generators is the connection the generator has with 
our electrical system. Improper connection of a generator can 
cause serious injury or death to our linemen working on the 
lines to restore power. For a normal home service, generators 
that are installed at the main service disconnect or in any 
way use the home's existing wiring must utilize a double-
pole double throw transfer switch. This switch prevents 
generator current from flowing onto our lines during an outage. 
The switch also protects the generator from our lines when 
power is restored. Members can obtain these switches for 100 
and 200 amp services at our office in Dongola at cost.

Please call SIEC if you have any questions about generator safety
at 800-762-1400 or visit www.siec.coop.

4VGOA

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative
Member Topic

A Must Read - Generator Safety

"The Preaching Pen"
All Year Around

The year 2017 is about to end and the year 2018 will 
soon begin. Traditionally, people gather together on New 

Year’s Eve to celebrate and acknowledge the beginning of the 
New Year. Some suggest that this is the period of time where 
we close one chapter of our life and begin another. We can view 
the Old and New Year that way, but there is something much 
more important to be considered. At some point in time, you 
and I will close out our life in this world and begin eternity! 
When this moment occurs, it will matter greatly whether or not 
we have faithfully served the Lord year in and year out. Let us 
make sure that we take the time to evaluate our lives in view of 
the coming Day of Judgment.

Am I committed to worshipping and serving the Lord year in 
and year out? Some things in this life are hit or miss, on again, 
off again, or seasonal or periodic. Normally, however, we are 
more committed to those things that are near and dear to our 
hearts. Can we truly say that worshipping and serving the Lord 
is something that we are determined to do year in and year out? 

Half-hearted allegiance is in vain and is detested by the Lord. 
To the church at Laodicea He said, “I know thy works, that 
thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So 
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew 
thee out of my mouth” (Rev. 3:15-16). After one’s conversion, 
he must continue to faithfully walk in the light of God’s Word 
(I John 1:7). 

Allegiance to the Lord and His cause is second by second, 
minute by minute, hour by hour, day by day, week by week, 
month by month, and year by year. There are no vacations when 
one is enrolled in service to the King. May we remember that our 
sights are set on things above (Col. 3:2) and on a “city which hath 
the foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10)? 

One cannot love God who does not keep (obey) His 
commandments (John 14:15). One cannot be saved without 
obeying the Gospel (II Thess. 1:8). It is not a gospel or my gospel 
but the Gospel that saves (Gal. 1:6-9; Rom. 1:16). Faithfulness 

to God is required year in and year out! Happy New Year!

R.W. McAlister, Minister
Anna church of Christ 2G

Southern Illinois family’s history
traced in collection of documents

The Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and 
Museum in Springfield 
has obtained what is seen 
as an amazing trove of 
documents that trace one 
Southern Illinois family’s 
history, from arriving in 
America to surviving fires 
and floods to suffering 
tragic losses in war.

The centerpiece of the 
collection is a rare 1796 
atlas that family patriarch 
Samuel Spence, a sea cap-
tain originally from Scot-
land, brought with him to 
Illinois in 1838. 

The atlas is inscribed 
with family history and 
notes, and much of it has 
been hand colored. 

The collection also in-
cludes about 800 manu-
scripts and hundreds of 
photographs and news-
paper clippings about the 
family and the communi-
ties around them: Olmsted, 
Mound City, Cairo and 

Rare atlas
A rare 1796 atlas is one of the documents which has been donated to the 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. Photo provided.

Serving during war
Two Spence brothers served, and gave their lives, during World War II. 

Photo provided.

more.
“The Spence family has 

a colorful history, but what 
really sets this collection 
apart is its incredible detail. 
Anyone studying it will 
get an in-depth picture of 
daily life in Southern Il-
linois from the state’s early 
days to the modern era,” 
said Alan Lowe, executive 
director of the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Li-
brary and Museum. 

“Everyone with an inter-
est in Illinois history owes 
the Spence family a debt of 
gratitude.”

When the Spences ar-
rived in 1838, they settled 
on the Ohio River just 
north of its confluence 
with the Mississippi, near 
today’s town of Olmsted.

A journal recounts the 
misery of their early years. 

“I am very much dis-
satisfied with this place. No 
money and am unable to go 
to work on account of the 

family’s sickness. No kind 
of hearty victuals to be had 
for love or money,” wrote 
one of the Spences.

Eventually the family 
prospered. Documents list 
purchases at the store they 
ran (everything from peas 
and beans to scissors and 
a “molasses faucet”) and 
their donation of land to 
monks founding a priory. 

Later photos and diplo-
mas show family trips and 
young women studying to 
be secretaries and nurses.

Later still, two adven-
turous Spence brothers 
became air mail pilots and 
then sailors traveling the 
world. 

Both died during World 
War II when the merchant 
ships on which they served 
were torpedoed by German 
submarines. 

The collection also in-
cludes their sister’s many 
anguished letters asking 
officials for information.

State Medicaid fraud prevention 
efforts save more than $450 million

The State of Illinois has 
saved, prevented or recov-
ered approximately $450 
million in fraudulent or 
wasteful Medicaid spend-
ing in fiscal years 2016 and 
2017. 

The savings were report-
ed by the Health Care Fraud 
Elimination Task Force.

In the Illinois Department 
of Healthcare and Fam-
ily Services, DHFS, which 
manages the state’s $20 bil-
lion Medicaid program, the 
Office of Inspector General, 
OIG, saved or recouped an 
estimated $195 million in 
Fiscal Year 2017. 

During Fiscal Year 2016, 
HFS-OIG reported $220.2 
million in similar savings.

 In addition, in Fiscal 
Year 2016 the Illinois State 
Police Medicaid Fraud Con-
trol Unit reported 46 fraud 
convictions and $35.4 mil-
lion in recoveries through 
criminal prosecutions, civil 
actions and administrative 
referrals.

“Medicaid fraud is a 
multibillion-dollar industry 
in the U.S.,” Gov. Bruce 
Rauner said when the sav-
ings were announced. 

“Cheating through over-
payments or improper bill-
ing may seem like a vic-
timless crime to some, but 
every dollar that is diverted 
from our health programs 
is one that could have been 
spent on a needy beneficiary. 
That’s a crime our adminis-
tration won’t tolerate.”

The governor’s Health 
Care Fraud Elimination 
Task Force was created in 
April 2016. 

Under the leadership of 
Executive Inspector General 
Maggie Hickey, its purpose 
is to develop and coordi-
nate a comprehensive plan 
to prevent and eliminate 
health care fraud, waste 
and abuse by deploying a 
cross-agency, data-driven 
approach.

“The  co l labora t ion 
among agencies for this ef-
fort has been outstanding,” 
Hickey said. 

“When agencies of the 
government come together 
to share resources and ex-
pertise, the outcomes can be 
extraordinary. We have more 
work to do, of course, but we 

have now set a standard for 
intergovernmental coopera-
tion on fraud prevention in 
our health systems that will 
continue to produce results.”

The Illinois Department 
of Innovation and Technol-
ogy now has agreements 
with 21 state agencies to use 
its system to review and ana-
lyze data across the board 
rather than viewing silos of 
information for individual 
programs or agencies.

The data sharing and re-
sulting collaborations have 

led to outcomes like those 
most recently released by 
the task force in its October 
2017 interim report.

“Identifying and elimi-
nating fraud and abuse in the 
health care system is not just 
a matter of fiscal integrity 
and spending efficiency,” 
the governor said. “This is a 
matter of fairness and social 
justice for all Illinoisans.”

The governor said that 
much remains to be done; 
the work of the task force is 
continuing.
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Wishing you
all a safe and 
happy New 

Year.

L.K.B.
& SONS
1390 Campground Rd.

Anna
618-833-4769

lkbsons@gmail.com

Anna
833-7421
Vienna
658-4111

Anna • 833-9225

101 Leigh St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5596
(618) 833- 9288
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

7 days a week

Curt's Body Shop
613 E. Broad St. • Jonesboro, IL 62952

On the Jonesboro Hill
618-833-8113

• Free Estimates
• Accepting Insurance Work

• Restorations

P Plott
ConstruCtion
Chris Plott

(618) 697-2231 (cell)
(618) 833-4195 (fax)
csplott@hotmail.com

Lisa Tomazzoli • Nancy Watkins
Debbie Lence • Laura Benson

Debby McKibben

Southern
301 S. Main Street • Anna

833-1961

Christmas sweaters
Employees at Rusty’s Home Center in Anna wore Christmas sweaters on 

Friday, Dec. 22. Those joining in the holiday season event included, in the 
first row, from left, Mike Baity, Eric Flamm, Tracie Moore, Jordi Pitts and Rusty 
Flamm. In the second row are Juan Miranda, Richard Brimm, Jason Stegle, 
Westin Meinhold and Kevin Jordan.

Journalist, author Shaw to lead
SIU’s Simon Public Policy Institute

Journalist and author 
John T. Shaw is poised 
to lead Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale’s 
Paul Simon Public Policy 
Institute as its next director. 

Shaw, a 26-year veteran 
congressional reporter with 
Market News Internation-
al, covered political and 
economic issues for the 
global news service. 

Shaw has been a con-
tributing writer for the 
monthly magazine The 
Washington Diplomat for 
the past 20 years. 

Shaw’s  “People  o f 
World Influence” column 
profiled international af-
fairs leaders including 
Colin Powell, Madeleine 
Albright, James Baker, 
Sam Nunn and Zbigniew 
Brzezinski. 

Shaw’s appointment 
was subject to approval by 
the university’s board of 
trustees at its Dec. 14 meet-
ing in Carbondale. 

Shaw will succeed Da-
vid Yepsen, who retired in 
October 2016. Jak Tichenor 
has been serving as interim 
director. If approved, Shaw 
will begin his duties on 
Jan. 16. 

“I  am excited John 
Shaw accepted our offer 
to lead the highly respected 
Paul Simon Institute,” SIU 
chancellor Carlo Montem-
agno said. 

“John wi l l  b r ing  a 
wealth of knowledge and 
experience from his more 
than two decades covering 
national and international 
politics and public policy.” 

This year marks the 
20th anniversary of the in-
stitute’s founding in 1997. 

The institute honors 
founder and former U.S. 
Sen. Paul Simon, D-Illi-
nois, who started the in-
stitute upon his retirement 
from Congress. 

The institute is a bipar-
tisan public service center 
with a broad-ranging mis-
sion to study and act on 
significant and controver-
sial issues that impact the 
region, state, nation and 
world. 

The institute is also 
committed to develop-
ing and implementing ap-
proaches that could bring 
concrete, positive results 

by tackling difficult chal-
lenges in the public policy 
arena. 

Among the areas of the 
institute’s focus are fos-
tering ethical conduct in 
government, and opportu-
nity and fair treatment for 
citizens in America and 
throughout the world. 

A native of Peoria, Shaw 
earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in political science 
from Knox College in 
Galesburg. 

Shaw earned his mas-
ter’s degree in history from 
the University of New 
South Wales in Sydney, 
Australia, and did gradu-
ate work in international 
relations at The Johns Hop-
kins University School of 
Advanced International 
Studies. 

He has been a congres-
sional analyst for media 
outlets including C-SPAN, 
ABC’s “20/20,” “The PBS 

Newshour” and SkyNews 
Australia. 

Shaw is  the author 
of five books, including 
“Richard G. Lugar: States-
man of the Senate” and 
“JFK in the Senate: Path-
way to the Presidency.” 

His latest book, “Rising 
Star, Setting Sun: Eisen-
hower, Kennedy and the 
Presidential Transition that 
Shaped America,” will 
be published by Pegasus 
Books in the spring of 
2018. 

Shaw’s experience also 
includes working for The 
Wall Street Journal Europe 
in Brussels and creating 
a weekly on-air congres-
sional segment for KPCC/
Southern California Public 
Radio, one of the nation’s 
largest NPR affiliates. 

He has been a five-time 
Hoover Institution Media 
Fellow at Stanford Uni-
versity. 

Shaw began his career 
as a Governor’s Executive 
Fellow for Illinois Gov. 
James R. Thompson. 

During his one-year 
fellowship in Springfield, 
he worked on projects in 
the governor’s budget, 
program and personnel 
offices.

Political science internship at SIU
renamed to honor Barb Brown

An internship offered by 
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale’s Depart-
ment of Political Science 
is being renamed to honor 
the life and legacy of a 
longtime local, state and 
national political figure and 
public servant. 

The Barb Brown Spring-
field Internship places well-
qualified students with gov-
ernment agencies, select 
elected officials, political 
interest groups and lob-
bying organizations dur-
ing the spring semester to 
coincide with the Illinois 
legislative session. 

The internship honors 
Brown, an SIU alumna and 
former political science 
lecturer for more than 30 
years, who died in May 
2016. 

The paid internship is 
open to junior and senior 
political science majors and 
includes students who have 
a double major. Students 
can receive up to 15 hours 
of academic credit. 

Interns will perform a 
variety of tasks, includ-
ing legislative and policy 
research, committee moni-
toring, and other activities 
focused on lobbying. 

“I was happy to learn 
of the decision of the De-
partment of Political Sci-
ence to name the Spring-
field internship program in 
memory of Barb,” Brown’s 
husband, Richard, said.

“I know how much she 
worked to develop the in-
ternship opportunities for 
the students of the depart-
ment so that they could 
enjoy the experience of 
working in fields of gov-
ernment related services as 
students.  

“Because of her many 
contacts and friends in 
Springfield, she was able 
to develop continuing op-
portunities for students of 
the department,” he added.  

“I know that it would be 
her hope that the coopera-
tion she received for place-
ment of the students will 
continue for the education 
of future students in the 
department.” 

Brown was Randolph 
County circuit clerk from 
2000 to 2012. 

Brown earned her doc-
torate from SIU Carbon-
dale in 1985. She taught 
American government and 
democracy classes to inter-
national students through 
a summer program funded 
by the U.S. Department of 
State. 

Brown was co-founder 
and former president of the 
Illinois Women’s Institute 
for Leadership, vice chair 

for the Democratic Party 
of Illinois, co-founder and 
president of Southwest-
ern Illinois Democratic 
Women, and founder and 
president of Southern Il-
linois Democratic Women. 

She was a precinct com-
mitteewoman, former chair 
of the Randolph County 
Democratic Central Com-
mittee, and treasurer for the 
Pierre Menard Democrat 
Club. 

She was a nine-time 
delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention, a 
two-time candidate for 58th 
State Senate District, and 
served roles in the presiden-
tial campaigns of President 
Bill Clinton and President 
Barack Obama. She was a 
frequent visitor to Union 
County.

Brown helped establish 
the American Cancer So-
ciety’s Relay for Life in 
Randolph County, served 
on the Chester Public Li-
brary Board of Trustees, 
started and led the Chester 
Aces 4-H Club. 

She was a longtime Ro-
tary International member 
and an organizing member 
of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution Lib-
erty of the West chapter. 

Randy Burnside, an as-
sociate professor at SIU, is 

the program’s director. For 
more information, contact 
Burnside at 453-3174 or 
burnside@siu.edu.  

Liz Brown-Reeves re-
calls that Brown was the 
first woman she personally 
met who had a passion for 
politics and public service. 

Brown was her profes-
sor, Model Illinois Govern-
ment adviser, mentor and 
friend, Brown-Reeves said. 

From a legislative in-
ternship in Springfield, 
to later working on the 
legislative staff of House 
Speaker Michael Madi-
gan, D-Chicago, and then 
opening her own lobbying 
firm that sponsors SIU 
Carbondale interns, Brown-
Reeves said she and Brown 
remained close. 

“The direction and guid-
ance of Barb Brown in my 
life has been a cornerstone 
for my success,” Brown-
Reeves said.

Beta Sigma
Phi chapter
meeting held

Zeta Phi Sorority’s Beta 
Sigma Phi chapter had its 
December meeting at the 
home of Nancy Gunn.

Dessert was served. The 
meeting was then called 
to order by Shirley West 
in the absence of Linda 
Warren.

The chapter’s ways and 
means committee reported 
that the chapter had sold all 
of its pecans.

The chapter thanked ev-
eryone who bought pecans. 
All proceeds go to help 
people and for programs 
in the area.

The chapter received a 
thank you note from Linda 
Jackson for the chapter’s 
donation to buy Christmas 
gifts for a family.

The chapter also re-
ceived a thank you note 
for its donations to the 
veterans Honor Flight.

Mil l ie  McGrath re-
ceived her preceptor pin 
in a ceremony.

A cultural program was 
given by Millie McGrath 
on the book “Dear Bob 
and Sue.” The couple spent 
three years going to more 
than 53 national parks.

New Year’s
closings noted

Illinois Secretary of 
State offices and driver 
services facilities which 
are open Monday to Friday 
will be closed Monday, Jan. 
1, in observance of New 
Year’s Day.

Facilities which are open 
Tuesday to Saturday will be 
closed Saturday, Dec. 30, in 
observance of the holiday.

All offices and facilities 
are scheduled to be open on 
Tuesday, Jan. 2.



For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.
------------------------------
FOR SALE-REDUCED: 
2003 Ford E350 van. $2,500 
obo. Call (618)-833-2150.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 1999 Skyline 
camper, 38' long. $2,700 obo. 
Call (618)-306-2797.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: Firewood, 
$45.00 per truck load. You 
pick up. Call (618)-697-
2398.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 4000 Ford diesel 
tractor. Call (618)-697-5105.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 2010 Ford 
Ranger. Automatic, regular 
cab, 4-cylinder, metal tool 
box, good tires. Good condi-
tion, clean. 108,000 miles. 
$6,000 obo. Call (618)-521-
8049.
------------------------------
PRICE REDUCED: 2008 
Pontiac G5, 2.2 4-cylinder, 
automatic, 193,xxx miles, 
sunroof, new rebuilt mo-
tor. Can be seen in Anna. 
$3,000. Call (573)-579-
8341.
------------------------------

For Sale 
real 

eState
FOR SALE: 2 bedroom 
house with attached carport, 
extra lot beside house, rental 
studio apartment on back 
lot. $41,490. Call (618)-
614-2127.
------------------------------
FOR SALE: 4 miles north 
of Cobden off of old route 
51, 3 bedroom home and 
a mobile home with a new 
roof on 3 acres, $85,000. 
Call (618)-969-2451.
------------------------------

For rent
NOTICE: All real es-

tate advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise "any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination." 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.
------------------------------
FOR RENT ANNA: 1 bed-
room apartment. All appli-
ances included. No smoking. 
No pets. $400.00 deposit, 
$475.00 monthly rent. 1 year 
lease. Call (618)-697-7050.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Large 1 bed-
room apartment, 5 rooms 
total. 1 block off 4-way stop 
in Anna. Rent includes heat 
& A/C, electric, trash, water 
and use of W/D. $630.00 
per month plus deposit. Call 
(618)-697-1573.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Small apart-
ment. 2 miles east of Anna, 
in the country. Call (618)-
697-5105.
------------------------------

FOR RENT: Homes, A-
Frames and Mobile Homes 
For Rent in East Cape. Call 
(618)-661-1118.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: Commercial 
property. 1,091 sq. ft., excel-
lent location with lots of traf-
fic. 1155 East Vienna Street, 
Suite B. Call (618)-841-7750.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: 2 bedroom 
duplex. W/D hook-up. Nice 
neighborhood. Call (618)-
833-6495.
------------------------------
FOR RENT: 1- 3 bedroom, 
1 bath AND 1- 1 bedroom, 
1 bath. Anna, quiet coun-
try setting. Includes water, 
trash, kitchen appliances, 
central heat & air, washer/
dryer hook-ups. Call (310)-
489-9724.
------------------------------

Help 
Wanted

CONGREGATIONAL 
WORSHIP LEADER:
Anna First Baptist 

Church, 409 Morgan
Expectation: Create an 

environment conducive to 
congregational singing.

Work Day: Sundays 9:30 
a.m. start time.

Additional weekday 
hours possible.

Salary: Open based on 
qualifications.

Contact: Senior Pastor 
Les Sinks @ (618) 833-
8331.
------------------------------
HELP WANTED: The Con-
gregational Church of Alto 
Pass is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Submit a resume to: 
Congregational Church of 
Alto Pass, 5 Poplar Street, 
Alto Pass, IL 62905.
------------------------------
OFFICE MANAGER: Must 
be a people person, self 
motivated, flexible, have 
computer/typing, and super-
visory skills. Full-time posi-
tion Monday through Friday 
with competitive salary and 
benefits. Minimum Associ-
ates degree and at least 2 years 
experience in the field. Send 
resume to: RAVE, Inc., 214 
West Davie Street, Anna, IL 
62906. EOE.
------------------------------

TWO CHILDCARE 
POSITIONS OPEN:
Anna First Baptist 

Church, 409 Morgan.
Care For Bed Babies - 3 

year old
Work Day: Sundays 

8:30-11:30 a.m.
$10.00 hour. Additional 

hours are possible.
Call (618)-833-8331 for 

more information.
Background check is re-

quired.
------------------------------

Wanted
ALL MAINTENANCE & 

REMODELING:
(Winter's Here):

Roofing, Carpentry, 
Ceramic Tile, Flooring,

Painting, Siding,
Pressure Washing,
Gutter Cleaning,

Tree Service,
55' Bucket Truck.

FREE ESTIMATES
Cobden, IL.

(618)-364-2870
"WE DO IT ALL"

------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: Alu-
minum cans and other junk. 
Will pick up junk appliances. 
ALSO, APPLIANCES FOR 
SALE. Call (618)-833-3544.
------------------------------

WANTED TO BUY: 
Junked & wrecked auto-
mobiles and scraped metal. 
Clark & Son, 100 Kelly 
Cemetery, Cobden. Call 
(618)-893-2195.
------------------------------

WANTED TO BUY: Lift 
chair. Call (618)-833-5898.
------------------------------
WANTED TO BUY: 1 to 
3 acres in the Lick Creek 
School District. Preferably 
with utility hook-ups. Call 
(618)-614-0349.
------------------------------

BuSineSS
Duck Works Lawn Care

(618)-201-5712
Full Service Lawn Care:
Mowing, Landscaping

Cleaning Gutters, 
Fall Clean Up, 
Leaf removal,

Flower Bed Maintenance, 
Mulch,

Lawn Weed Control,
Bush Trimming,
Retaining Wall 
Construction,

Power Washing.
FREE ESTIMATE!

duckworkslawncare@
gmail.com

www.duckworkslawn.com
(618)-201-5712

Serving Southern IL for 
over 15 years!

------------------------------
MILLER'S 

CONSTRUCTION:
Remodels, Repairs, 
Doors, Windows & 

Siding, Decks, 
Interior & Exterior 

Painting.
Fully Insured.
Jason Miller,

(618)-697-6373
------------------------------

TREECE 
Backhoe & Hauling

Skid Steer
Trenching

Gravel & Sand
(618)-833-6197 or

(618)-697-0453
------------------------------

puBlic 
notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE THE ESTATE OF:
PAUL E. HENDERSON,

Decedent.
Case No. 17-P-48

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the 
death of Paul E. Henderson, 
of Anna, Union County, Il-
linois. Letters of office were 
issued on December 21, 
2017, to Jeffrey P. Hender-
son, 50 Gwen Drive, Gor-
eville, IL 62939, whose at-
torney is D. Brian Trambley, 
803 West Vine Street, P.O. 
Box 899, Vienna, Illinois 
62995.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 W. Market 
Street, Jonesboro, IL 62952 
or with the representative, 
or both, on or before July 
19, 2018, which date is not 
less than 6 months from the 
date of the first publication 
of this notice and any claim 
not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of any claim 
filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the at-
torney within 10 days after 
it is filed.

D. Brian Trambley

Prepared by:
D. Brian Trambley

Attorney for the Petitioners
Reg. #6217256

803 West Vine Street
P.O. Box 899

Vienna, IL 62995
Tel.: (618)-658-2182
Fax: (618)-658-2791
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

COMMUNITY BANC 
MORTGAGE 

CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ROBERT RENDLEMAN, 

UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NONRECORD 

Residential Real Estate 
CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.
No. 2017-CH-35

NOTICE OF PENDENCY 
OF ACTION

Notice is hereby given 
to UNKNOWN OWN-

ERS AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS of the real 
estate described below, 
Defendants in the above-
entitled case, pursuant to 
the provisions of Sections 
2-206, 15-1218 and 15-1502 
of the Code of Civil Proce-
dure, that the above-enti-
tled mortgage foreclosure 
suit is now pending in said 
court and the day on or after 
which a default may be en-
tered against Defendants is 
January 11, 2018.

Plaintiff has certified the 
following regarding said 
foreclosure action filed on  
November 29, 2017.

1. The names of all Plain-
tiffs and Case Number are as 
follows: Community Banc 
Mortgage Corporation; 
Case No. 2017-CH-35

2. The court in which 
said action was brought is 
as follows: Circuit Court 
for the First Judicial Circuit, 
Union County, Illinois 

3. The name of the title 
holder of record is: Robert 
Rendleman

4. A legal description of 
the real estate sufficient to 
identify it with reasonable 
certainty is as follows:That 
part of the South Half of 
Section 22 which lies South 
of the County Road, Town-
ship 12 South, Range 3 
West of the Third Principal 
Meridian, described as fol-
lows: Commence at a stone 
at the Southeast corner of 
said Section 22; thence 
North along the Section line, 
632.8 feet to a point in the 
center of said County Road; 
thence Westerly along said 
Centerline with the follow-
ing courses and distances: 
North 88 Deg. 23 Min. 
West, 477.9 feet; North 82 
Deg. 11 Min. West, 1370.0 
feet; and South 86 Deg. 58 
Min. West, 1132.3 feet to a 
railroad spike for a place of 
beginning; thence continue 
South 86 Deg. 58 Min. West 
along said centerline, 134.25 
feet; thence South 0 Deg. 12 
Min. East 206.85 feet to an 
iron pin; thence North 86 
Deg. 58 Min. East, 144.47 
feet to an iron pin; thence 
North 3. Deg. 02 Min. West, 
206.6 feet to the place of be-
ginning, in Union County, 
Illinois. Being subject to 
that part thereof falling in 
the County Road. Accord-
ing to a survey filed in Plat 
Book 7 at Page 128 on May 
17, 1979, in the Recorder’s 
Office of Union County, Il-
linois.

5. A common address or 

description of the location 
of the real estate is as fol-
lows: 1885 Ware Wolf Lake 
Road, Wolf Lake, Illinois 

6. An identification of the 
mortgage sought to be fore-
closed is as follows:

Name of mortgagor:  
Robert Rendleman
Name of mortgagee: 
First National Bank of 

Ava
Date of mortgage: 
January 31, 2012
Date of recording: 
February 6, 2012
County where recorded: 
Union County, Illinois 
Recording document 

identification: Document 
No. 2012R0221

Tiffany Busby
CLERK OF THE CIR-

CUIT COURT

BROWN, HAY & STE-
PHENS, LLP

Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505

205 S. 5th Street – 
Suite 700

P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705

(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com
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NOTICE UNDER 
ASSUMED 

BUSINESS NAME ACT

State of Illinois
SS

County of Union

Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to "An Act in re-
lation to the use of an As-
sumed Name in the conduct 
or Transaction of Business 
in the State," as Amended 
that a certification was filed  
by the undersigned with 
the County Clerk of Union 

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

County. Filed this 12th day 
of December, 2017, un-
der the Assumed Name of 
Moore Construction with 
the place of business locat-
ed at 650 Marks Lane, Alto 
Pass, IL 62905 and that the 
True Name(s) and Resi-
dence Address of the Sole 
Owner(s) and Proprietor(s) 
of said Business is:

Terry Moore
650 Marks Lane

Alto Pass, IL 62905    

Terry Bartruff
Union County Clerk
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illinoiS 
claSSiFied 
netWork

Holiday Auction *** January 
1st *** 900+/- Guns 2601 
Lake Land Blvd.,   Mattoon, 
IL www.bauerauction.com
------------------------------
ONLINE ONLY BUSINESS 
LIQUIDATION AUCTION 
Ends January 11th at 6pm 
Greenville, IL Veterinarian 
Surgical Equipment, Devic-
es, Cages & Supplies OPEN 
HOUSE January 7th 1-3pm 
live.A-Nauctions.com
------------------------------
TOP CASH PAID! FOR 
OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1979. DEAD OR 
ALIVE! 920-371-0494
------------------------------
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To Place Your Ad Call 
(618) 833-2158

For Sale
2013 Kia Soul, 30,xxx 
miles, excellent condi-
tion. $9,000 OBO.
Contact Josh McFad-
den at Anna State 
Bank. 833-2151

1P2GP3G CD

100 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL 
833-2151

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT
Union County Housing 
Authority is taking 
applications in order to 
supplement and maintain 
the waiting list for all 
size units. Union County 
Housing Authority has 
developments in Cobden, 
Jonesboro, Dongola, 
Anna and Wolf Lake.
Rent is based on income.
For more information, 
call (618) 833-5129, or 
stop by the office at 131 
Hillside Terrace in Anna.
Union County Housing Authority

is an Equal Opportunity
Provider.

CD 52P1GP2G

LaRue-Pine Hills
One of the many reasons 
we are glad to be a part 

of the Union County community.

The Gazette-Democrat
The Talk and Cobden Review  • Serving Union County Since 1849

P.O. Box 529, 112 Lafayette Street, Anna, Illinois 62906
Phone: 618-833-2158          Fax: 618-833-5813  

email: news@annanews.com          annanews.com
facebook.com/gazettedemocrat          twitter@gazettedemocrat
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If You Celebrate: Drive Sober 

521 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-4721

Shawn McMahan
Agent specializing in Commercial Lines

and
Rodney Henry
Agent specializing in Life and Health

at

Please drive safely
Our Mission

We are committed to making your experience with our agency 
excellent. When visiting our agency, you will be greeted by our 
friendly receptionist and directed to the appropriate agent who 
will listen to your needs and then get to work finding the perfect 
coverage for you. But our service does not stop there.
If you have a question, a problem, or just need to talk to someone 
about your coverage, we are here to help.

How alcohol affects driving ability
KNOW THE FACTS
Interactions between alcohol and other substances in the body such as certain medica-

tions or illegal drugs increase impairment and make driving more risky.
Alcohol is a substance that reduces the function of the brain, impairing thinking, reason-

ing and muscle coordination. All these abilities are essential to operating a vehicle safely.
As alcohol levels rise in a person’s system, the negative effects on the central nervous 

system increase, too. Alcohol is absorbed directly through the walls of the stomach and 
small intestine. Then it passes into the bloodstream where it accumulates until it is me-
tabolized by the liver. 

Alcohol level is measured by the weight of the alcohol in a certain volume of blood. 
This is called Blood Alcohol Concentration, or BAC. At a BAC of .08 grams of alcohol 
per deciliter of blood (g/dL), crash risk increases exponentially. Because of this risk, it’s 
illegal in all 50 States, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico to drive with a BAC of 
.08 or higher. However, even a small amount of alcohol can affect driving ability. In 2016, 
there were 2,017 people killed in alcohol-related crashes where drivers had lower alcohol 
levels (BACs of .01 to .07 g/dL).

BAC is measured with a breathalyzer, a device that measures the amount of alcohol in 
a driver’s breath, or by a blood test.

DRIVING AFTER DRINKING
Driving after drinking is deadly. Yet it still continues to happen across the United States. 

If you drive while impaired, you could get arrested, or worse, be involved in a traffic crash 
that causes serious injury or death.

Approximately one-third of all traffic crash fatalities in the United States involve drunk 
drivers (with blood alcohol concentrations [BACs] of .08 of higher). In 2016, there were 
10,497 people killed in these preventable crashes. In fact, on average over the 10-year 
period from 2006-2016, more than 10,000 people died every year in drunk-driving crashes.

In every state, it’s illegal to drive with a BAC of .08 or higher, yet one person was killed 
in a drunk-driving crash every 50 minutes in the United States in 2016.

Men are more likely than women to be driving drunk in fatal crashes. In 2016, 21 percent 
of males were drunk in these crashes, compared to 14 percent for females.

Take steps to prevent drunk driving:
If you will be drinking, plan on not driving. Plan your safe ride home before you start 

the party. Designate a sober driver ahead of time.
If you drink, do not drive for any reason. Call a taxi, phone a sober friend or family 

member, use public transportation, etc. Download NHTSA’s SaferRide mobile app which 
helps you identify your location and call a taxi or friend to pick you up.

If someone you know has been drinking, do not let that person get behind the wheel. 
Take their keys and help them arrange a sober ride home. 

If you see an impaired driver on the road, contact local law enforcement. Your actions 
could help save someone’s life.

From U.S. Department of Transportation, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

The holiday season 
brings family and friends 
together to close out 2017. 

Unfortunately, some 
will choose to make 
life-threatening driving 
decisions while behind 
the wheel. 

Lt. Michael Alvey, the 
interim commander of Il-
linois State Police District 
22, encourages everyone 
to enjoy the holidays, but 
to do so responsibly.

Motor vehicle crashes 
are a leading cause of 
injury and death in the 
United States, and traffic 
crashes are largely pre-
ventable. 

"If you are travel-
ing during the holidays, 
please be accountable for 
your actions and do your 
part to prevent a traffic 
crash," Alvey stated.

"If you will be attend-
ing a holiday celebration 
where alcohol is involved, 

please make sure you use a 
designated driver or make 
necessary arrangements 
to ensure an intoxicated 
person does not get behind 
the wheel of a vehicle.

"Before you start your 
trip, make sure everyone 
in the vehicle is buckled 
up. It is estimated that the 
risk of fatal injuries is cut 
in half when seat belts are 
properly worn. 

"Also, be sure to elimi-
nate distractions. Taking 
your eyes off the road for 
any reason is not a good 
idea. Looking at a cell 
phone for five seconds 
at 55 miles per hour is 
like driving blind for the 
length of a football field.

"Be sure to watch your 
speed. The faster you are 
going, the less time you 
have to react when trying 
to avoid a crash. Further-
more, the faster you are 
going, the greater the 

District 22 interim commander urges motorists 
to make safe decisions during holidays

chance of a crash resulting 
in serious injury."

Alvey said he wishes 
everyone safe travels this 
holiday season. 

"Part of being safe on 
the roadway includes 
putting your phone down 
and limiting your distrac-
tions, obeying the speed 
limit, driving sober, and 
buckling up."

Alvey also reminds mo-
torists "to Move Over and 
give room for any vehicle 
on the side of the road 
with emergency lights, or 
hazard lights on."

Officers planned to 
be working to increase 
awareness of this law on 
Dec. 23, which was desig-
nated as Scott's Law Day.

"Don’t ruin anyone’s 
festivities this holiday 
season. Be accountable 
for your actions behind 
the wheel and drive re-
sponsibly," Alvey stated.

Illinois Secretary of State 
Jesse White is reminding 
motorists that the best way 
to drive safely this holiday 
season is to avoid drinking 
and driving. 

“Drunken driving causes 
injury and death on our 
roads every year during the 
holidays,” said White.  “Let’s 
keep the roads safe for our 
loved ones and others by 
driving sober.”

In 2016, from Christmas 
Eve to Christmas Day, there 
were nine driving fatalities, 
two (22 percent) of which 

Illinois Secretary of State:
Keeps roads safe, drive sober

were alcohol-related, accord-
ing to the Illinois Department 
of Transportation, IDOT.

In 2016, from New Year’s 
Eve to New Year’s Day, three 
of the seven fatalities (42 per-
cent) were alcohol-related, 
according to IDOT.

In Illinois, 76 percent of 
those arrested for DUI are 
men caught driving with 
a blood alcohol content of 
twice the legal limit, accord-
ing to the Illinois Secretary of 
State’s office.

The rate of alcohol impair-
ment among drivers involved 

in fatal crashes is four times 
higher at night than during the 
day, according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, NHTSA.

An average of one alcohol-
related fatality occurs every 
53 minutes, according to 
NHTSA.

White suggests that those 
who will be participating 
in celebrations involving 
alcohol take public trans-
portation, a cab, ride sharing 
or designate a sober driver.  
White also reminds drivers 
to use safety belts.

Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving reports that surveys 
which the growth of des-
ignated drivers throughout 
MADD’s 35-year history. 

The survey also highlights 
how the concept of designat-
ed drivers has evolved with 
the addition of app-based 
rideshare services.

Seventy-five percent of 
respondents in an online 
survey say they have been a 
designated driver in the past 
year, showing significant 
growth from 1989, when 
35 percent of Roper survey 
participants reported being a 
designated driver. 

The new survey also 
reveals that 71 percent of 
respondents have used a des-
ignated driver in the past 12 
months, an increase of nearly 
10 percent from 2013, when 
63 percent of adults surveyed 
in a MADD public opinion 
survey said a designated 
driver had driven them home.

“People who serve as and 
select a non-drinking desig-
nated driver are saving lives 
and making our streets safer. 
With the many options at 
our fingertips today, such as 
rideshare services like Uber, 
there is no reason for anyone 
to drink and drive,” said 
MADD national president 
Colleen Sheehey-Church, 
whose son Dustin was killed 
by an underage drunk and 
drugged driver. 

The 2015 online survey 
also surveyed respondents 
on their attitudes towards 
using rideshare services as 
a designated driver. 

Just a few years after these 
services launched, 23 percent 

of respondents already as-
sociate the term “designated 
driver” with ridesharing. 

The results also showed 
that 31 percent of respondents 
under the age of 30 reported 
using a rideshare service to 
get home after drinking. 

According to the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration between 
Thanksgiving and New 
Year’s Eve in 2014, there 
were 945 drunk driving 
deaths across the country. 

MADD is credited with 
introducing the term “des-
ignated driver” in 1986 and 
popularizing it to become a 
household term. 

Designated driver
growth highlighted

Alcohol-impaired drivers
cause one traffic death
every 51 minutes in U.S.

The Centers for Disease 
Control reports that ev-
ery day, 28 people in the 
United States die in motor 
vehicle crashes that involve 
an alcohol-impaired driver. 

This is one death every 
51 minutes. The annual cost 
of alcohol-related crashes 
totals more than $44 billion.

In 2015, 10,265 people 
died in alcohol-impaired 
driving crashes, account-
ing for nearly one-third (29 
percent) of all traffic-related 
deaths in the United States.

In 2015, nearly 1.1 mil-
lion drivers were arrested 
for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol or narcotics. 
That’s one percent of the 

111 million self-reported 
episodes of alcohol-impaired 
driving among U.S. adults 
each year.

Drugs other than alcohol 
(legal and illegal) are in-
volved in about 16 percent 
of motor vehicle crashes.

Marijuana use is increas-
ing  and 13 percent of night-
time, weekend drivers have 
marijuana in their system.

Marijuana users were 
about 25 percent more likely 
to be involved in a crash than 
drivers with no evidence 
of marijuana use, however 
other factors , such as age and 
gender, may account for the 
increased crash risk among 
marijuana users.5
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State Farm Agent - Brad Donna
102 W. Broad St. • Jonesboro

833-6021
State Farm is there for life®

State Farm™ Life Insurance Company Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois

300 Leigh Dr.
Anna

833-8592

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road, Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064

A & G Automotive
109 Transcraft Drive • Anna, IL

(618) 833-8755

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506 • 512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546 • 1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Anna  Ullin
833-6272  845-3838

109 S. Appleknocker
Cobden

893-4917Debbie Stroehlein
Stylist-Owner

100 E. Vienna
Anna, IL

833-2151

Anna Tire & Auto Center
Off  Hwy. 51 • Anna, IL

833-2122

Cobden Auto Repair
213 N. Appleknocker • Cobden, IL 62920

893-2102

Auto Wash
164 E. Vienna St.

Anna
Philli

ps'

920 Kratzinger Hollow Rd.
Cobden • (618) 833-7788

www.greatboarsoffire.com

The Blue Boar Restaurant

Wright Bros. LLC  d/b/a Rod's Towing 
24 Hour Roadside Service • Light and Heavy Duty Towing/Recovery

"THE LEgACy CoNTINuES" • Crystal gurley, owner
2297 State Rt. 146 West

Jonesboro • 833-5937

138 E. Vienna
Anna

833-2171

Jonesboro Police Dept.
City of Jonesboro

833-5174

How to prevent someone from driving drunk
The best way to prevent someone from driving drunk is to make a plan for a sober 

designated driver, and make sure everyone agrees to it ahead of time. If you are faced 
with a situation where someone who’s impaired is trying to drive, here are some tips on 
how to stop them:

Be as non-confrontational as possible.
Suggest alternate ways of getting to their destination: a cab, a sober driver, public 

transportation.
Remember that the person you are talking to is impaired: talk a bit more slowly and 

explain things more fully than if you were speaking to a sober person.
Explain that you don’t want them to drive because you care and you don’t want them 

to hurt themselves or others.
Suggest that they sleep over.
Enlist a friend to help you or to act as moral support: it’s more difficult to say “no” to 

two (or three or four) people than one.
If possible, get the person’s keys. It is far easier to persuade the potential driver when 

you hold this leverage.
If all else fails, call law enforcement. It’s better to have a friend arrested than injured 

or killed.

Responsible behavior
Being a responsible driver is simple: If you are drinking, 

do not drive.
Before drinking, choose a non-drinking friend as a des-

ignated driver.
Don’t let your friends drive impaired.
If you have been drinking, call a taxi or ride service. 

Download NHTSA's SaferRide app to help you call a friend 
or family member, pinpoint your location, and arrange to 
be picked up.

If you’re hosting a party where alcohol will be served, 
make sure all guests leave with a sober driver.

Always wear your seat belt: it’s your best defense against 
impaired drivers.

Illinois State Police di-
rector Leo P. Schmitz is 
reminding motorists to take 
the necessary safety precau-
tions to prevent senseless 
tragedies during the holiday 
season. 

Illinois State Police will 
be working to reduce fatal 
crashes and arrest impaired 
drivers during the holidays.

Schmitz said the state po-
lice "will be doing their part 
in keeping the roadways 
safe for those traveling 
through the state."

State police will be strict-
ly enforcing the four most 
common causes of fatal 
traffic crashes. 

"The Fatal Four" include 
driving under the influence, 
speeding, failure to wear 
a seat belt and distracted 
driving.

"You can do your part to 
make travel safe this holi-
day season," Schmitz said. 

"If you are going to be 
at an event with alcohol, 
please make sure you des-
ignate a driver. 

"Keep your eyes on 
the road away from cell 
phones, 'Give Them Dis-
tance' when approaching 
flashing lights on the shoul-
der, watch your speed and 
buckle up every trip."

"DUI is one of the most 

State police strictly
enforce 'Fatal Four'

What safety steps can individuals take?
Whenever your social plans involve alcohol and/or drugs, make plans so that 

you don’t have to drive while impaired. For example:
Before drinking, designate a non-drinking driver when with a group.
Don’t let your friends drive impaired.
If you have been drinking or using drugs, get a ride home or call a taxi.
If you’re hosting a party where alcohol will be served, remind your guests to 

plan ahead and designate their sober driver; offer alcohol-free beverages, and 
make sure all guests leave with a sober driver.

From the U.S. Department of Transportation/National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

preventable factors in holi-
day fatal traffic crashes," 
Schmitz added. 

"Throughout the holi-
days, the Illinois State 
Police will conduct extra 
patrols and roadside safety 
checks with an emphasis on 
removing impaired drivers. 

"Our goal is to make sure 
all Illinois motorists travel 
safely, with no tragedies 
this season. Remember, 
Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over.

"We are confident that 
voluntary compliance of 
Illinois traffic laws can lead 
to a safe and enjoyable holi-
day season for everyone.

102.5 FM
1440 AM

Anna

Anna
833-5211

Carbondale
457-1922



Alberta Mae Cook
Alberta Mae Cook, 94, 

of Jonesboro, died Tuesday, 
Dec. 19, 2017, at the Jones-
boro Rehabilitation & Health 
Care Center.

She was born on Nov. 25, 
1923, in Vienna, the daughter 
of Paris Owen and Birdie 
Ann Wall Eastwood.

Alberta married Leonard 
Cook. He preceded her in 
death.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Sharon Cook-Tomas (fiance Troy Collins) 
of Anna; a son, Junior Lee “Zip” Toler of Anna; three 
grandchildren; a sister, Betty Garrett of Anna; other fam-
ily and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, 
Leonard Cook; sons Charles Wayne Cook, Billy Dean 
Toler and Donnie Ray Toler; daughters Peggy Jean Toler 
and Judy Kay Toler; and siblings O’dell Eastwood, Lowell 
Eastwood, Lawrence Eastwood and LoLo Eastwood.

It was her wishes to be cremated. A graveside service 
will be held at a later date at the Ebenezer Hall Cemetery 
in Lick Creek.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Jerry Wayne Osman
Jerry Wayne Osman, 71, 

of Louisville, Ky., died on 
Dec. 24, 2017, peacefully 
at home.

He was born on Aug. 1, 
1946, in Anna, the son of 
Wayne and Opal Waters 
Osman.

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Wayne 
Osman.

He is survived by his 
wife of 43 years, Jasmin 
(Burdin) Osman; daugh-
ters Jamie Osman (Kevin 
Toole), Tia (Osman) Brown 
(Thad); mother Opal (Wa-
ters) Osman; brother Terry Osman (Sharon); three grand-
children Caitlin (Brown) Hodnefield (Luke), Cassidy 
Brown and Josiah Brown.

He is also survived by his nephews Eric Osman (Jan-
ice) and Shane Osman (Jennifer); two great-nieces, Ad-
dison and Avery Osman; and two great-nephews, Bryce 
and Gavin Osman.

Over the years, Mr. Osman held several different jobs, 
including a patrolman for the Carbondale Police Depart-
ment, where he met his future wife, Jasmin, whom he 
married on Dec. 28, 1974, in Makanda.

He eventually found his calling in sales and was em-
ployed for over 30 years, retiring in January, 2009. After 
retirement, he enjoyed playing golf, traveling and playing 
electronic games.

His family said he was one of the kindest people you 
could have met and had a wonderful sense of humor. He 
was very devoted to his family.

Visitation will be from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
29, at Newcomer Cremations, Funerals & Receptions, 235 
Juneau Dr., Louisville, Ky. 40243.

His funeral ceremony will be at 10 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
30, at the funeral home, with private burial to follow.

Memorials can be made to the James Graham Brown 
Cancer Center, 529 S. Jackson St., Louisville, Ky. 40202.

To leave a special message for the family, visit www.
NewcomerKentuckiana.com.

James Allen Rowley
James Allen Rowley, 61, 

of Herrin, died at 1:41 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 24, 2017, at 
Herrin Hospital.

He was born on Jan. 28, 
1956, in Anna, the son of 
Roy Wilur and Winnifred 
Opal Edwards Rowley.

He married Susan Bar-
nard on Jan. 1, 2005, in 
Anna.

He is survived by his 
wife, Susan Rowley of Her-
rin; five children, Daniel 
Rowley of Cape Girardeau, 
Joshua (Amanda) Davis of Anna, Christopher Adam 
Rowley of Herrin, Shannon Daily of San Diego, Calif., 
and Sean Daily (fiancee Lisa Pritchett) of Herrin; nine 
grandchildren, Darrion Rowley, Wyatt Rowley, Dakota 
Rowley, Kalub Rowley, Jordyn Davis, Jade Davis, Isiah 
Lieberman, Alora Davis and Levayna Warren; a great-
grandchild, Eric Rowley; sisters Janet Golliher of Anna, 
Joanne (Jerry) Dillow of Anna and Margie Brock of Her-
rin; other relatives and many friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents and by a 
brother, Kenneth Rowley.

Funeral services for Mr. Rowley were Wednesday, Dec. 
27, at 7 p.m. at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in 
Anna, with Randy Simmons officiating.

Memorials can be made to the American Cancer Soci-
ety or to Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Winnie I. Seip
Winnie I. Seip, 72, of 

Anna, died at 3:30 a.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 22, 2017, at the 
Jonesboro Rehabilitation & 
Health Care Center.

She was born on Jan. 8, 
1945, in Barksdale, Texas, 
the daughter of Edgar and 
Winnieth Fields Ward.

She married Daniel Seip. 
He preceded her in death in 
1999.

She is survived by her 
three sons, Richard Cheramie and Roger (Bambi) Cote, 
all of New Orleans, La., and Rodney (Kendra) Seip; two 
grandchildren, Dalton and Payton Seip; one sister, Liz 
Beam of Enid, Okla.; other family and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; and by her 
husband, Daniel Seip.

She attended the First Baptist Church in Anna.
Funeral services for Mrs. Seip were at noon Tuesday, 

Dec. 26, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in 
Anna, with Todd Hawk officiating. Interment was in the 
Mt. Zion Cemetery in Thebes.

Memorials can be made to PAWS.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Kenneth Henry Mueller
Kenneth Henry Mueller, 

97, died on Dec. 19, 2017.
He was born in St. Louis, 

the son of William and Caro-
line Reichman Mueller.

He was the husband of 
70 years of Joan Rendleman 
Mueller.

He leaves behind one 
daughter, Nancy Fleenor of 
Murfreesboro, Tenn.; one 
son, Ken (Becky) Mueller 
of Bartlesville, Okla.; grand-
children Matthew Fleenor, Jane (Michael) 
Driskell, Scott (Allyson) Mueller and Ellen 
Mueller; a great-granddaughter, Charlotte 
Driskell; other family and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents; six siblings; 
and nephews, Jack Mueller and James “Blackie” Mueller.

He served during World War II as a member of the 
418th Bomb Squadron, 100th Bomb Group, and became 
a prisoner of war in Germany. He was honored to be 
recognized by the VFW for his service to his country.

He was a lifelong member of Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Anna. He retired after 31 years from Bunny Bread Bak-
ery as a project engineer. He enjoyed fishing, ballroom 
dancing with Joan, remodeling his old Victorian home 
and traveling to be with his family.

The family voiced its thanks to all of his friends and 
staff at the Illinois Veterans Home in Anna who cared 
for him.

Funeral services for Mr. Mueller were at 11 a.m. Friday, 
Dec. 22, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Anna, 
with Pastor Tim Weiser officiating. Interment was in the 
Jonesboro Cemetery.

Military rites were conducted by Carroll P. Foster 
Post No. 3455 of the VFW in Anna and the Illinois Army 
National Guard funeral honor team of Marion.

Memorials can be made to Trinity Lutheran Church 
of Anna.

To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Dortha C. Ballance
Dortha C. Ballance, 89, 

of Anna, died at 1:18 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 21, 2017, at 
her home.

She was born on March 
18, 1928, in Anna, the daugh-
ter of Jim and Grace Brown 
Choate.

She married Harry Eu-
gene “Gene” Williams. He 
preceded her in death on 
Aug. 29, 1991. Later, she 
married Eugene “Gene” Bal-
lance. He preceded her in 
death.

She worked as a district loan manager with the Farmers 
Home Administration for many years until her retirement. 
She was a member of the Anna Heights Baptist Church, 
the Association of Federal Employees and the VFW 
Ladies Auxiliary.

She is survived by her daughters, Janet (Ron) Jennings 
of Anna and Jayne Jones (Mark Heern) of Makanda; a son, 
James (Kathy) McBride of Scottsdale, Ariz.; stepchildren 
Sue Williams, Darla Williams, Mike Ballance, Sam Bal-
lance and Kay Jackson; seven grandchildren, Jamie Dix, 
Lora Nicole “Nicki” (Jared) Dudley, Ryan Paul (Miranda) 
Jones, Briana (Trent) Sheffer, Kristin (Jeff) Johnston, 
Jeremy (Karin) McBride, Jon (Diamond) McBride; five 
great-grandchildren, Sophia Dudley, Keira Johnston, 
Jameson Lucarelli, Declan McBride and Reed Paul Jones; 
a sister, Ethel Marlow of Bradenton, Fla.; other relatives 
and many friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents; two hus-
bands; one daughter, Karen Dix; and two stepsons, 
Frankie Williams and Danny Ballance.

Funeral services for Dortha C. Ballance were at noon 
Wednesday, Dec. 27, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna, with the Rev. Darryl Williams officiating. 
Interment was in the Anna Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to PAWS.
To leave online condolences for the family, visit www.

rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Anna was in charge of ar-
rangements.
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Obituaries

T h o s e  c e l e b r a t i n g 
Christmas on Christmas 
Eve at the home of Sue and 
Steve Eudy were Brian and 
Susan Eudy, Kevin, Jen-
nifer and Emma Eudy, all 
of Jackson, Mo., Jonathan 
Bohnert, Ryan, Breanna 
and Jade Driskell, all of 
Cape Girardeau, and Ryan 
and Amber Wachter of 
Jonesboro.

We extend our sympathy 
to my nephew, Jason Gibbs 
of Moss Point, Miss., on the 
passing of his wife, Angel, 
on Christmas morning.

Dorothy Smiddy of 
Reynoldsville, Chris Smid-
dy of Cape Girardeau, and 
Carol Tabor of McClure 
spent Christmas with Dani-
elle and Jamie Shepard in 
Dexter, Mo.

Those spending Christ-
mas with Fred and Maxine 
Pender of Fair City were 
Russ and Patsy Pender, 
Shelton and Katie Pender 
of Olive Branch, Heather, 
Josh, Chesleigh and Slay-
ton Miller of Tamms, Brad 
and Lori Pender of Jones-
boro, Kristin Pender of 
Indiana, Austin Pender and 
fiancee Allison of Anna, 
Tony, Kristin, Richard and 
Cora Pender of Karnak, and 
Toni Mae and Riley Pender 
of Metropolis.

Ermadell Elkins of Anna 
and Shirley Miller of Mc-
Clure enjoyed lunch in 
Anna on Monday.

On Tuesday night, Pen-
ny and Kerry Hill, Kacie 
and Derek Golliher and 
Shirley Miller, all of Mc-
Clure and Julie and Tess 
Burtin of West Palm Beach, 
Fla., enjoyed eating at El 
Sol in Cape Girardeau.

Shirley Miller visited 
Wednesday with Betty 

Reynoldsville News
by Sue Eudy

Miller of Ullin at Union 
County Hospital in Anna. 
She also visited with Erm-
adell Elkins.

Celebrating Christmas 
on Saturday with Penny 
and Kerry Hill were Shirley 
Miller, Kacie and Derek 
Golliher, Ermadell Elkins, 
David and Kristy Miller of 
St. Charles, Mo., and Julie, 
Eric and Tessa Burtin.

Those celebrating early 
on Christmas Eve at the 
home of Jackie and Jay 
Jennings of Reynoldsville 
were Jack and Dolores 
Reynolds of Reynoldsville, 
Joseph and River Kelley of 
Jonesboro, Justin Wilson, 
Brandy, Hunter and Gracie 
of Cape Girardeau, Betsy, 
Jonathon, Brylee, Nash and 
Kendyl Oxford of Anna and 
Jack Donaldson of Cape 
Girardeau.

Spending Christmas 
Eve at the home of Rod-
ney and Vicki Reynolds 
of Wolf Lake were Jack 
and Dolores Reynolds, 
Adam, Marissa, Brady, 
Bryce and Brock Reynolds 
and Brady’s friend Brooke, 
Sara, Joey, Ady and Luke 
Choate, Lara, Rylie and 
Titan Reynolds of Grand 
Tower.

Spending Christmas 
Day at the home of Jack 
and Dolores Reynolds 
were Rodney and Vicki 
Reynolds, Greg, Amy and 
Valley Reynolds of Reyn-
oldsville, Jessie, Andrew 
and Rhiannon Livesay of 
Wolf Lake, Justin Wilson, 
Brandy, Hunter and Gracie 
and Lea Reynolds of Cape 
Girardeau.

Hope all of our readers 
had a Merry Christmas and 
has a safe and happy New 
Year.

Ronald R. Smith
Ronald R. Smith, 74, of Cape Girardeau, and formerly 

of Anna, died Sunday, Dec. 24, at his home.
Funeral services will be at 1 p.m. Friday, Dec. 29, at 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro. In-
terment will be in the St. John’s Cemetery near Dongola.

Friends can call from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday, today, 
at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of ar-
rangements.

David Lee Allen
David Lee Allen, 65, of Jonesboro, died 

Saturday, Dec. 23, 2017, at Union County 
Hospital in Anna.

He was born on Aug. 30, 1952, in Anna, 
the son of John Jr. and Betty Ann Cook Allen.

He married Linda James on May 9, 1974.
He is survived by his wife, Linda Allen of Jonesboro; 

two sons, Aaron (Kayla) Allen of Marion and Adam 
(Kala) Allen of Dongola; three grandchildren, Peyton 
Allen, Liam Robinson and Sawyer Allen; one sister, 
Barbara (Charles) Ticer of Grand Tower; two brothers, 
Rick (Connie) Allen of Anna and Terry (Teresa) Allen of 
Jonesboro; other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
He served in the U.S. Air Force. His family said he was 

a big man with a big heart. He loved spending time with 
his family and was a proud grandpa to his grandchildren.

Private family services will be held.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 

for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 

Home in Jonesboro is in charge of ar-
rangements.

The Gazette-Democrat Serving 
Union County Since 1849

Fred Douglas
Fred Douglas, 95, of Dongola, died at 7:15 p.m. Sat-

urday, Dec. 23, at his residence.
Arrangements were pending at 

Crain Funeral Home in Dongola. Someone somewhere 
wants just what you don't 

need anymore.

Use a classified ad in
The Gazette-Democrat

to get yourself 
some extra cash.

To place your 
classified ad,
call 833-2158.
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Happy New Year
Wishing everyone a very 

Happy New Year.
Prayers 
Sending prayers for all 

those who are sick and have 
lost a loved one this year.

Thanks for Serving 
Our Country

Rich Harvel graduated 
from basic combat training 
from Fort Sill, Okla. He is 
home on leave before leav-
ing for Fort Gordon, Ga., 
where he will be in AIT for 
16 weeks. 

He is the son of Richard 
and Pam Harvel.  He is also 
visiting his grandmother 
Carolyn while here.

Birthday
Gaylon Wayne Cates 

celebrated his birthday Sat-
urday, Dec. 23, in Chicago. 

He was going to come 
visit his parents Gaylon 
and Clara for his birthday 
and Christmas, but Clara 
has been very sick with a 
high fever and pneumonia, 
so he didn’t make the trip. 
Please keep Clara in your 
prayers.

Christmas Party
Darla Womick enjoyed 

eating at Cape Texas Road 
House with the whole 
Knight family. 

Mary had to work a 12 
hour shift at Carbondale 
Hospital on Christmas Day. 

They enjoyed watch-
ing it snow while Mayli 
opened her presents. Jake 
made pancakes and bacon 
for everyone.

Birthday Celebration
Shirley Pribble took do-

nuts to school for breakfast 
decorated with golden icing 
and glitter to celebrate  the 
golden birthday of  her 
daughter Brenda Pribble, 
who turned 14 on Thurs-
day, Dec. 14. They were 
so pretty. 

That evening, they went 
to dinner at El Jalapeno and 
then went to the Christmas 
program at Anna Junior 
High.

Special Thanks
Some people who live 

on Wilson and Sycamore 
Streets really appreciated 
the help given them from 
city worker Steve Kelley 
and Officer Jason Leek 
when  a hit and run driver 
on their street did damage 
pulling wires from a home, 
a light pole, stop sign and 
then fled from the accident.
Some had no power for a 
few hours.   

They appreciated Police 
Chief Mike Hunter coming 

Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email 
me at marthanews@frontier.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

to talk to them also. 
No matter how scared 

you get  if you have an acci-
dent  it’s better to stay there 
and call the police than to 
leave and have to explain 
later what happened.  

Christmas Vacation
Jane Baker spent Christ-

mas with her friend Janet 
Murray  Goff  and family 
in Fort Eustis, Va. 

She arrived the day Tom-
my  flew back to Japan, 
where he is deployed. They 
all enjoyed dinner together 
and then they took him to 
the airport. 

T o m m y  g o t  t o 
come home for a surprise 
visit for his daughter’s 8th 
birthday.

Thanks
A special thanks to Betty 

Eagle, Darryl  Parks and T. 
Betts  for giving me credit 
when they renewed their 
subscription to The Ga-
zette-Democrat.  

The Betts only had the 
initial so I am not sure who 
that is but I really appreci-
ate them thinking about me.

Guests
Guests of Shirley West 

were her daughter Lisa 
J ianakoplos  and hus-
band from St. Louis.  

Uni ted  Method i s t 
Church, Anna

Rev. Carl Johnston’s ser-
mon was Who do you want 
us to talk to? The gospel 
lesson from Luke was on 
Jesus birth. 

Darryl Parks told the 
Hebrew words for different 
ways to praise God. 

Barbara Treece, Pat 
Fahlberg and Elaine Thady 
read the scripture and did 
the lighting of the Advent 
wreath. 

The choir sang the beau-
tiful song Rose of Beth-
lehem. Special music was 
Little Drummer Boy played 
on the piano by Jessi Ri-
ley while the offering was 
taken.

Christmas Eve there was 
a candlelight service. 

Thursday at 6:30 p.m., 
there is a church service 
for those who can’t be at 
church on Sunday morn-
ings or anyone who would 
like to attend.

New Year’s Eve, Dec. 
31, at 6 p.m. there will 
be a special game night. 
Please bring any interac-
tive games you might have. 
Bring snack foods because 
you will get hungry playing 
all the games.

Kansas Trip
Bethany Nork went 

to Kansas City, Kan., with 
her uncle Rev. Heldan Nork 
from Memphis, Tenn., who 
accompanied the Nork fam-
ily to the In House of Prayer  
conference and workshop.  

Retirement
Candy Eastwood retired 

from Shawnee Commu-
nity College.  Candy has 
done so much for the Union 
County Economic Devel-
opment Corporation. She 
will be missed.

Anniversary
Richard and Cheriah 

Herring celebrated their 
wedding anniversary Dec. 

19.
Christmas Celebra-

tions
Earl Miller, Bessie Mae, 

Elijah Glen, Curt Ellis and 
Martha Ann Webb enjoyed 
a day in Grand Rivers, Ky. 

They ate at Bill’s next 
to Patti’s settlement and 
enjoyed going in the shops. 
The Christmas lights every-
where were beautiful. They 
also stopped in Paducah to 
shop at the mall. 

Elijah, Bessie, Curt 
and Martha Ann had din-
ner and a Christmas party 
with Elijah’s girlfriend, 
Alleigh  Curtis. 

Bessie, Curt, Elijah and 
Martha Ann enjoyed going 
to see the new Star Wars 
movie. 

Christmas Eve dinner at 
Bessie and Curt’s was cel-
ebrated with Elijah, Martha 
Ann and Earl. They enjoyed 
opening presents after din-
ner.

Red Hat Ladies Meet
The Little Egypt Red 

Hat Ladies met at the Vi-
enna Diner last Wednesday 
for their Christmas dinner 
and meeting. 

The meeting was in a 
lovely room with a fire 
to welcome them in the 
fireplace. 

Hostesses were  Marie 
Samuel from Carterville 
and  Martha Schwegman 
from Metropolis.  

Mary Bell Morgan of 
Dongola and Barb Krem-
poskey of Metropolis were 
honored for their December 
birthdays. 

The lunch blessing was 
given by Marge Davidson 
of Marion. 

Christmas songs were 
led by  Linda Clutts  from 
Makanda and hostess Mar-
tha Schwegman shared her 
signing ability in a beautiful 
carol demonstration. 

Queen Joan Graves Ed-
wards gave membership 
cards and a special Christ-
mas card. 

Other ladies brought 
cards as well as hostess 
Marie Samuel who shared 
cards with candy in them.  

Queen Joan announced 
Little Egypt Red Hat Chap-
ter is 17 years old. The Jan-
uary 2018 meeting is being 
planned to be in Cobden. 

Birthdays
Dec. 20 Damon Archey 

19 years old, Dec. 21 Emma 
Ray 17 years old,

Welcome Home
Reagan Morrison is 

home visiting her fam-
ily and friends. Thanks for 
serving our country.

Retirement
Congratulations to Bren-

da Mayberry on her retire-
ment as an R.N. at Choate 
Mental Health after work-
ing there for 31 years.  

Birthday
Saydee Rose Ellis cel-

ebrated her birthday Dec. 
20 with a party at her home.   
Dec. 23 Jennifer Goines.  

Christmas Party
Jane Bauer attended a 

family Christmas party 
at the home of Larry and 
Mary Carolyn Rendleman 
and family Sat. night.

Anna-Jonesboro Wom-
en’s Club to Meet

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Women’s Club will meet 
Jan. 2 at the United Meth-
odist Church Anna at 1 p.m. 

The guest speaker will 
be Jim Koonce who will 
speak about laying wreaths 
on the national cemetery at 
Mound City.

The ladies will then 
work on filling out  their 
annual papers to be turned 
in to the District.

Art Showing
Randy  Bridges will 

have an Art Showing at the 
Varsity Theater in Carbon-
dale through Jan. 8.

Calling America Back 
to God

Calling America Back 
to God will meet on the 
first Thursday in January 
at 6 p.m. at Anna Heights 
Baptist Church.

Free Community Din-
ners

Harvest Church serves 
a free meal every Thurs-
day from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Military Prayer List
Nona Elizabeth Luke, 

Lucas J. Strickland, William 

Nathaniel Frankell, Ethan 
Maze, Lukas W. Davis,  
Kiefer Stull,Garrett Goins, 
David Jorden Glasco, Ryan 
Hampton, Brittany Mi-
chelle Lence, Killian Jesse , 
Molly Noyes, CJ Younger-
man, Freddy Morse, Rea-
gan Morrison, Josh Steve-
son, Josh Williams, Faith 
Odom, Tommy Goff and 
family Janette, Jamison 
and Kaylynn, Creighton 
Laster, Brandon Eaker, Jim 
Bonner, Jacob Schaefer, 
Jerod Schaefer,  Jennifer 
Ann Bishop, Robert Jr. Mc-
Meely, James McWhorter, 
Arin Whitemountain. 

Anna VFW
There will be a steak 

dinner New Year’s Eve at 6 
p.m. Please call to reserve 
your steak.  Star karaoke is 
at the VFW New Year’s Eve  
starting at 7:30 p.m.

Chris tmas  Dinner 
Guests

John and Angie Bryant  
of Ullin enjoyed Christmas 
dinner at Kim and Toni Ca-
pel’s house in Anna. 

Others present were Ja-
son Hacker, Callie Nigro, 
Jeremy, Stephanie, Eliza-
beth and Ben Capel, Tim, 
Andrea and Paige Good-
man. Toni’s house looked 
very festive.

New Business Opening
 The Gathering Place, 

owned by Susan White-
mountain, will be open 
Tuesday to Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Satur-
days by appointment begin-
ning Jan. 3.

Christmas Get-Togeth-
ers

Christmas Eve Stephen 
Burns of St. Louis, and a 
long time friend Tim had 
dinner at a restaurant named 
The Feasting Fox. 

The Feasting Fox is in 
a building which was built 
by Adolphus Busch as a 
rest stop for his horses as 
he commuted from Grants 
Farm to the brewery dai-
ly. He traveled in a wagon 
that was expected of a per-
son of status and great 
wealth. 

His building is now a 
restaurant that has a com-
mitted following because 
of the welcoming staff, very 
German menu and decor. 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e i r 
meal they attended Mass 
at the Church of St. Mar-
garet of Scotland. The snow 
was falling heavier and it 
was beginning to feel like 
Christmas.

Christmas Day Stephen 
spent with family mem-
bers. Stephen’s sister put a 
lot of hard work and love 
into her preparations and 
it was appreciated by all in 

Helping our community; Curt Lyerla,  Jeremy and  Brianne Hileman  and Brian 
Freeman, representing the  Shawnee Hills Christian Coon Hunters Club, made a 
donation to Union County Ministerial Alliance.

Hostesses were Martha Schwegman and Marie 
Samuel at the Little Egypt Red Hat Christmas dinner 
at the Vienna Diner Wednesday, Dec. 13. Pictured with 
them is Queen Mom Joan Graves Edwards.

Marybell Morgan of Dongola and Barb Kremposkey 
of Metropolis were honored for their December birthdays 
at the Little Egypt Red Hat Ladies dinner in Vienna.

Rich, with his grand-
mother, Carolyn Harvel.

Santa made a surprise visit to the home of Rage and Titan Henderson on Sunday, 
Dec. 17. The boys and their friends were excited to see him.

Terry and Billie Henderson hosted Christmas for the 
Sullivan family on Dec. 22. Their guests included T.J., 
Tanette, Rage and Titan Henderson, Linda Cain, Hannah 
and  Mayci Hileman, Ellie Penrod, John, Cathy, Eian, 
Easton and Arrianna Sullivan, Gene and Lisa Sullivan, 
Rusty, Rachel and Daisy Sullivan and Jake and Kati 
Sullivan. Billie’s parents Joe and Joyce Sullivan and 
Billie’s niece Amy and her husband Jason Penrod were 
missed. They were not feeling well and were unable to 
attend. They all felt better on Christmas Eve and were 
able to get together on Christmas Eve. Pictured are Rage 
Henderson, Ellie Penrod, Mayci Hileman, Daisy Sullivan, 
Hannah Hileman, Eian Sullivan, Arrianna Sullivan, 
Titan Henderson and Eastin Sullivan.

attendance. 
Another sister  in at-

tendance was spending 
her second Christmas 
with them as she lived away 

for many years. She lived 
in Denver for 43 years and 
returned to St. Louis two 
years ago. They were all 
happy to be together.

A $12 million settle-
ment with a company that 
manufactures a device used 
primarily in spinal surger-
ies has been announced.

Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral Lisa Madigan reported 
that the settlement with 
Medtronic Sofamor Danek, 
Inc. and Medtronic So-
famor Danek USA Inc. 
(Medtronic) resolves al-
legations that the company 
misled consumers about 
the safety of its Infuse 
Bone Graft Device. 

According to the attor-
ney general’s complaint, 
Medtronic used deceptive 
company-sponsored sci-
entific literature to make 
false and misleading claims 

about Infuse’s safety, effec-
tiveness and quality. 

The false marketing cre-
ated an artificial demand 
for Infuse in a range of 
fusion surgeries, Madigan 
stated.

The company’s fraudu-
lent conduct was the sub-
ject of a 16-month inves-
tigation by the U.S. Senate 
Finance Committee.

Joining Madigan in an-
nouncing the settlement 
were the attorneys general 
of California, Massachu-
setts, Oregon and Wash-
ington. 

Under the settlement, 
Illinois will receive $2.4 
million. The judgment is 
subject to court approval.

$12 million settlement announced
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We send our 
best wishes 
for a very 
happy and 
prosperous 
new year!

Dongola
Unit School 
District #66

Law Office of

H. Wesley 
Wilkins
602 S. Main 

Anna • 833-7725

Anna Tire
& Auto Center
90 Richview Drive • Anna

833-2122

DUTCH GUTTERING, Inc.
Serving our customers since 1979

Join the Dutch Family Today!

• Residential & CommeRCial
• seRviCe and RepaiR

• seamless GutteRinG
• sidinG and oveRhanG

• GutteR GuaRds
• stoRm damaGe

FRee estimates

(618) 351-1881

Tick, tock, time flies when 
you’re having fun! Thank you
for all the time you’ve spent 

with us this past year. It’s been 
a true pleasure doing business 

with customers like you! 
Happy New Year, Everyone!

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro
618-833-4547

151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL
618-833-4546

201 South Main • Anna, IL
618-833-8506

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
618-833-2922

 
Early History… 
 
The Revolutionary War 
Comes to Illinois. 
  
 It might come as a sur-
prise to some that the Illi-
nois Country was one of the 
battlegrounds of the Revo-
lutionary War.  All the ac-
tion between the combat-
ants did not occur on the 
eastern seashore or in the 
colonies. 
 One vital part of the 
war was to rescue the Mis-
sissippi River and all the 
military posts there from the 
British.  Not many years be-
fore, the French had occu-
pied those posts and many 
French names for towns and 
places still exist today as a 
part of their legacy. 
 During the French and 
Indian War, the British 
gained control of the Mis-
sissippi and all the military 
posts along its shores. 
 George Rogers Clark, 
with a band of men, came 
down the Ohio River and 

landed at Fort Massac.  
From there, they went over-
land to Kaskaskia, taking 
that military post from the 
British without much re-
sistance. 
 From there, they went 
overland across the Illinois 
Country and took the Brit-
ish military post at Vin-
cennes in what would be-
come Indiana. 
 As simple as it should 
be to follow the trail that 
Clark took from Massac 
across country to the mili-
tary post at Kaskaskia, there 
is some controversy over 
which route he took. 
 The map below, an old 
French map, drawn at a pe-
riod of time when they had 
control over the country, 
shows a trail from Massac 
to Kaskaskia.  This was an 
old trail when Clark and his 
men followed it, although 
with some difficulty which 
will not be discussed here. 
 Some say that Clark 
and his men followed a trail 
from Massac to where Gol-
conda now sits and from 

there to Kaskaskia because 
of the difficulty of crossing 
possible high water in the 
swampy area on the old 
trail.  These are the same 
men that waded through 
chest high flood water on 
their way to Vincennes. 
 From Massac, Clark 
camped the first night just 
south of present day For-
man in Johnson County.  
They then crossed where Rt. 
146 goes between Vienna 
and West Vienna, then to-
ward present day Goreville.  
From there they went on to 
take Kaskaskia. 
 What is little known is 
that after Clark captured 
Vincennes for the Colonial 
Forces, he returned and set 
up a government at Cahokia 
as the first government in 
the Illinois Country that 
would be under the control 
of the American Forces. 
  

Don’t Miss Next Week 
 
“The Great Earthquake of 

1811 - 1812” 

See “annablepublishing.com” to find local outlets for this book or how to order. 

90 percent of nation’s population 25 
and older have finished high school

For the first time in U.S. 
history, 90 percent of the 
population age 25 and old-
er have completed high 
school. 

This is according to new 
Educational Attainment 
data released by the U.S. 
Census Bureau.

“In 1940, less than half 
of the population age 25 
and older had a high school 
diploma. Over the years this 
has increased to the point 
where we now have 90 per-
cent who have completed 
high school,” said Kurt 
Bauman, a demographer in 
the Social, Economic and 
Housing Statistics division. 

Between 2000 and 2017, 
the percentage of all people 
age 25 and older who had 
not completed high school 
decreased by more than 
one-third, dropping from 16 
percent to 10 percent.

As high school educa-
tional attainment increased 
for the nation as a whole, 
attainment for minority 
populations also increased. 

Over the same time 
period, the percentage of 
blacks age 25 and older who 
had completed high school 
increased by 9 percentage 

points from 78 percent to 
87 percent. 

The percentage of His-
panics age 25 and older who 
had completed high school 
increased by approximately 
13 percentage points from 
57 percent to 71 percent in 
the same time period. 

Non-Hispanic whites 
increased their high school 
completion 6 percentage 
points, from 88 percent to 
94 percent.

Additionally, the increase 
in educational attainment 
goes beyond high school. 

The rate of attainment 
for a bachelor’s degree or 
higher increased from about 
26 percent in 2000 to ap-
proximately 34 percent in 
2017, an increase of 9 per-
centage points. 

Attainment of a bach-
elor’s degree or higher was 
greater for females age 25 
and older (35 percent) than it 
was for males (34 percent). 

Of females between the 
ages of 25 and 34, 41 per-
cent had attained a bach-
elor’s degree or higher.

Other highlights from the 
data include:

Since 2000, the number 
of master’s degree holders 

has doubled to 21 million 
and the number of doctoral 
degree holders has doubled 
to 4 million.

People with advanced 
degrees make up 13 percent 
of all U.S. adults, the per-
centage of the population 
that had a bachelor’s degree 
or higher in 1973.

College attainment of the 
population age 55 and older 
grew from 19 percent in 
2000 to 30 percent in 2017. 
Part of this is accounted for 
by the aging of the baby-
boom generation, which 
now makes up 70 percent 
of the population age 55 
and older.

From 2010 to 2016, 
mean earnings for workers 
with less than a high school 
education grew by 21 per-
cent to $27,800. 

Other levels of education 
also saw increases in their 
earnings between 2010 and 
2016. 

Earnings in 2016 for 
workers with a high school 
diploma or equivalent was 
$36,700, workers with a 
bachelor’s degree earned 
$67,300, and advanced 
degree holders earned 
$95,200.

News from

Walnut Grove Church
On the fourth Sunday of 

Advent and Christmas Eve 
day at Walnut Grove United 
Methodist Church, Raegan 
and David Cook lit the altar 
candles during the musical 
prelude.  

The Advent litany was 
about love, with scripture 
from Luke read by Gerry 
and Tracey Brown, and the 
fourth Advent candle was lit.

Pastor Bobbi Shultz read 
the epistle from Romans and 
the gospel from Luke.  She 
talked about St. Augustine’s 
writings and reminded us 
that “God has made us so we 
can love, and He can love us 
in return.  God lives within 
us and we should spend 
time with Him, especially 
at Christmas when we thank 
him for our blessings.”

The congregation sang 
“Happy Anniversary” to 
Sandy and Gary Hartline.  

Kathy Wills taught the 
Sunday School children 
downstairs during the ser-
vice.

Gerry and Jim Brown 
received congratulations 
because their grandson, 
Jayce Turner, from Anna-
Jonesboro, was named the 
Southern Illinoisan high 
school football player of the 
year. It was also reported 
that Chardon is home now.  

Prayers were requested 
for Sandy and Gary Har-
tline, Celeste, the Ashby 
family, Blakely Camden, 
Carol and Roger Russell, 
Carmela, Katie Fitzwilliam 
and Don Bledsoe.  

The same evening, 
Christmas Eve, Walnut 
Grove had a candlelight 
service at 5 p.m., in addition 
to a regular morning service 
at 9:30 a.m.  

Members of the Jones-
boro United Methodist 
Church and many friends 
and family attended the ser-

vice.  Lynsey and Alivia lit 
the altar candles during the 
musical solo, “Ave Maria,” 
performed on flute.  

Musicians for the eve-
ning service were Caro-
lyn Moore on piano, Doug 
Brown on guitar, Bill Toler 
on bass and Loren Herold 
on flute.  Special music was 
“Away in the Manger” by 
Brian Thompson on piano.

The Advent litany was 
about light in the darkness 
and Keith Herold lit the 
candles including the candle 
of Christ’s light.  He and Lo-
ren Herold read the Advent 
litany.  

Pastor Bobbi read the 
epistle from Titus and the 
gospel from Luke and she 
spoke about the meaning 

of Christmas and Christ’s 
beginnings. Then everyone 
held up candles that shone 
brightly in the darkness of 
the church while the con-
gregation sang “Joy to the 
World.” 

The next ladies lunch is 
planned at 11:30 a.m. on 
Jan. 5, at a location to be de-
termined. The next monthly 
music night is planned at 
6:45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Jan. 10. All musicians are 
welcome to come and prac-
tice or play music. Listeners 
are welcome, too.

The church’s Sunday 
service starts at 9:30 a.m. 
The church is located at 
3195 Mountain Glen. Rd. 
near Cobden, and near Il-
linois Route 127.

Quiet afternoon
A gazebo and trees were reflected in the pond at the Lincoln Memorial 

Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro on a recent sunny afternoon.
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Have a safe and happy holiday!

Alex Belcher, Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker
alex@ollisauction.com • www.ollisauction.com

(618) 833-2227 • (800) 272-9791

Flamm's
Heating & Air Conditioning

Cobden
893-2830 or  893-2861

Ronald E. Osman & Associates, Ltd.
Attorneys at Law

Marion, IL • (618) 997-5151

May your days be long,
but short on trouble,

May your health be strong
and your finances double,
May old friends abound

and new ones, too...
That's our New Year's wish for you!

Dycus, Bradley
& Draves, P.C.

Certified Public Accountants
3401 Office Park Drive • Marion, IL

(618) 993-8724

As we get ready to celebrate the New Year, 
we can’t help but remember our favorite 
moments with customers like you. From 
the moment we first opened our doors, 

we’ve had the pleasure of meeting so many 
wonderful friends and neighbors. 

Wishing You and Yours a
Very Happy New Year!

100 E. Vienna St.
Anna, Illinois 62906

(618) 833-2151
www.annastate.com

4535 State Route 3 N. 
Wolf Lake • 833-5498

800-626-6046
www.sewlparts.com

parts@sewlparts.com

As we begin a year anew
We’re bursting with best
wishes and gratitude, too
For all the support you’ve

shown us in the past.
We wish you good fortune

from the first day to the last!

2017 weather highlights in region

Tornadoes, flooding, total solar eclipse experienced
The year 2017 was note-

worthy for the catastrophic 
tornadoes and flooding that 
occurred in the spring in 
the region served by the 
National Weather Service 
office in Paducah.

The weather service has 
reviewed the top weather 
events of 2017 on its web-
site.

The region served by 
the weather service office 
in Paducah includes South-
ern Illinois, Southeast Mis-
souri, Western Kentucky and 
southwest Indiana.

Tornado, Flooding and 
More

The strongest tornado in 
the United States in 2017 
(through at least Dec. 21) 
was the EF-4 that passed 
through Perryville, Mo., on 
Feb. 28, with peak winds 
near 185 miles per hour.  

Historic flooding oc-
curred in Southeast Missouri 
later in the spring, when the 
Current River rose 8 feet 
above its previous record. 

The cities of Van Buren 
and Doniphan sustained 
widespread severe flood 
damage. 

The winter of 2016-17 
was notable for the lack of 
snow and cold. 

Water over the road
Birds looked for food while water was flowing over the road at the Union County State Fish and 

Wildlife area in early May.

Total solar eclipse
A total solar eclipse was witnessed on Aug. 21. 

This was how the eclipse looked in the sky over 
Union County.

The biggest event of the 
summer for some of us was 
the total eclipse of the sun on 
August 21. 

The remnants of four 
tropical systems affected 
the region in the summer 
and early fall. Each system 
brought heavy rain to parts 
of our region.

Winter 2016-2017
Winter 2016-2017 (De-

cember-February) was re-
cord warm and relatively dry 
across the region, along with 
hardly any snowfall. 

Paducah recorded its 
warmest winter season on 
record, beating the old re-
cord set back in 1949-1950. 

Evansville, Ind., and 
Cape Girardeau finished as 
their 2nd warmest winter, 
with Evansville recording 
their warmest since 1931-
1932. 

Snow was basically non-
existent during the winter. 

Paducah finished with a 
measly 0.2 of an inch snow, 
which ranks as the fourth 
least snowiest winter on 
record. 

The region hasn’t had 
a winter with less snow 
since 1991-1992, when no 
measurable snow occurred 
in Paducah. 

The area with the most 
snow was up along and 
north of the I-64 corridor, 
where 1.5 to 2 inches oc-
curred, mainly in one event 
on Jan. 5. 

It was also a drier than 
normal winter for most of 
the region, with many areas 
finishing 2 to 6 inches below 
normal winter precipitation. 

The lone exception was 
portions of Western Ken-
tucky, particularly the Pen-
nyrile region. 

The winter season ended 
with a significant severe 
weather event/tornado out-
break on Feb. 28.

Very Warm February
February 2017 was a 

very warm month across the 
region, with temperatures 
running 8 to 10 degrees 
above normal. 

In fact, Paducah, Evans-
ville, and Cape Girardeau 
all established their warmest 
February on record. 

Daytime highs in the 60s 
and 70s were fairly com-

mon. Average temperatures 
for the month finished right 
near what would be expect-
ed in a typical March. 

The region was also drier 
than normal, with the most 
notable area being mainly 
north of the Ohio River 
across Southern Illinois and 
southwest Indiana and also 
over into portions of South-
east Missouri. 

Snow was basically non-
existent, with no measurable 
snow falling for the whole 
month for most communi-
ties, including Paducah and 
Evansville. 

The month ended with 
a bang, as a significant se-
vere weather event unfolded 
on the evening of Feb. 28. 
Damaging winds, hail and 
numerous tornadoes were 
reported with this event.

Storms in Early March
A fairly well-organized 

complex of thunderstorms 
moved east-southeast across 
the Mid-Mississippi Valley 
into the Tennessee Valley 

during the evening of March 
9. 

A few supercells were 
embedded in the complex. 
The longest-track supercell 
produced tornadoes along 
a track from south of Pop-
lar Bluff, Mo., to Fulton 
County, Kentucky. 

In all, a total of 10 torna-
does have been confirmed. 
The strongest tornadoes 
were rated EF-2 in Fulton 
County, Ky., New Madrid 
Co, Mo., and Ripley Co., 
Mo.

Severe Storms in April
Numerous severe storms 

moved through the four state 
area on April 26, producing 
damaging winds, a tornado 
and heavy rainfall.

A strong storm system 
impacted the region over the 
last few days of April. 

Two rounds of signifi-
cant rainfall affected the 
area. The first was from the 
evening hours of April 28 
through the mid-morning 
hours on April 29. 

A lull in precipitation oc-
curred during much of the 
daytime hours on April 29, 
before the second round of 

heavy rain moved in from 
the west during the evening 
hours, lasting through the 
morning hours on April 30. 

The heaviest rainfall 
amounts were confined to 
portions of Southeast Mis-
souri into Southern Illinois 
and southwest Indiana. 

A swath of 6 to 10 inches, 
with a few isolated higher 
amounts, was observed from 
Van Buren, Mo., to Car-
bondale and Carmi, and to 
Stendal, Ind.

River Flooding
Moderate to record river 

flooding occurred on over a 
dozen river locations due to 
the excessive rainfall in our 
area and points upstream in 
Missouri. 

The hardest hit river ba-
sins included the Current, 
Saint Francis, Black, Mis-
sissippi, Big Muddy, Patoka 
and Little Wabash Rivers. 

Both Doniphan and Van 
Buren, Mo., saw record 
flooding on the Current 
River. 

These locations easily ex-
ceeded the high water levels 
experienced back in 2008, 

(continued on page 2)
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55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Basler excavating

& trucking
Demolition, Clearing,

Basements, Track Hoe Service
833-7831

P.O. Box 647
Anna, IL 62906

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Rt. 146 • Jonesboro, IL
Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

833-1725

Midwestern ProPane Gas Co.
anna, iL

Mike Jones, Manager  833-6300

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.

304 W. Market, Jonesboro
833-6521

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498

www.sewlparts.com

A & G Automotive
109 Transcraft Drive

Anna, IL 62906

833-8755

Cardinal Corner

JR Centre, Inc.
100 Florsheim Drive

P.O. Box 181  • Anna, IL
(618) 833-4956

Need a Tow?
Call the Pro!

Pro 1 Auto Body
893-2252

Tyler R. Edmonds
Union County

State's Attorney

Terry & Tina Riley • 833-9225
Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

Duty's Auto Glass
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923
Serving All of Southern Illinois

Over 30 Years Experience

409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064
Your Hometown Store

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

Anna Tire & Auto Center, Inc.
90 Richview Dr. • Anna, IL

833-2122

300 Leigh Avenue • Anna IL 62906
(618) 833-8592

COBDen
AutO RePAIR

213 N. Appleknocker
Cobden, IL 62920
893-2102

BuSInESS HOuRS
7:30-5:30 Mon. - Fri.

J.W. Reynolds MeMoRials
We will not be undersold!

517 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(Across from old Bunny Bread Bakery)

(618) 833-6014 • www.nahsi.com
rwebb@nahsi.com • (618) 771-3861

Mulberry Manor
Residential Services for Adults

with Developmental Disabilities
24-Hr. Licensed Nursing Facility

Individually Tailored Array of Services
(618) 833-6012

Walker Funeral 
Homes & Crematory

425 Main St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2637

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating

& Air Conditioning
1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL

(618) 833-5211
"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour Roadside Service
2271 Rt. 146 West • 833-5937

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
201 e. Chestnut st.

anna, iL 62906

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

We
 ca

re about your total body health and wellness.

Ozbourn Chiropractic 
Clinic, S.C.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

618-833-2179

131 W. Chestnut

24 Hour Access
833-3234

Proud to be
partnered with 
Silver Sneakers

Dine-In • Carryout
Delivery

1835 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-2415
www.pizzahut.com

307 E. Davie • Anna, IL 62906
Phone (618) 833-6916 • 833-6816

Fax (618) 833-5562

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies • Home & Garden

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Southpass 
Beads & Fibers

Feed your crafting needs.
BEAdS • YArn • SuppLIES

Wed., Thurs., Fri. 12-6 • Sat. 10-5
southpassbeads.etsy.com • Find us on  southpassbeads

203 E. Ash St., Cobden, IL • (618) 893-6170

First Christian Church
200 Mallard Lane • Anna, IL

618-833-6834
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service
9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin
Anna, IL 62906 Owner
618-833-5986 jasonm@triplecmeats.com

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Licensed & Insured
License # 058-193632

Contractors Lic.
#055-042748

www.stegleplumbing.com
stegle2011@gmail.com

2165 Boyd Road
Anna, IL

(618) 833-PuMP 
(7867)

License # 054-801451 

Anna, Illinois • Owners, Jeremy & Kristen Stegle

Residential and Commercial Plumbing

Septic Tank Pumping
Serving all of Southern Illinois

Healthcare of
Anna Care You Can Trust

315 Brady Mill Rd.
Anna, IL

www.integrityhcc.com
618-833-6343

We provide skilled nursing services
for long and short term stays.

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Bigler Agency
(618) 614-7373

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

Attend the Church 
of Your Choice!

2017 weather
(continued from page 1)
1993 and 1904.

 The Saint Francis River 
at Patterson, Mo., also set 
a record crest, breaking the 
previous highest crest set 
back in 1982.

Memorial Day Week-
end Storms

Multiple rounds of se-
vere thunderstorms impact-
ed the Middle Mississippi 
Valley on the first day of 
the Memorial Day holiday 
weekend. 

Many observat ions 
of large hail and damag-
ing winds were reported 
throughout the region, in-
cluding wind speeds up-
wards of 70 to 80 miles per 
hour and some hailstones 
measuring golf ball sized 
and slightly higher. 

There were multiple 
bowing segments that 
impacted the region with 
damaging winds the main 
impact from those. 

Each one seemed to de-
velop further south than the 
one prior. 

Multiple individual cells 
and clusters also developed, 
especially early on in the 
event. 

The brunt of the storms 
focused across Southeast 
Missouri into much of 
Southern Illinois and West-
ern Kentucky. 

Multiple rounds of 
storms over the same loca-
tions also resulted in some 
flooding issues requiring the 
issuance of a few flash flood 
warnings as well. 

Rainfall totals of 1.5 
to 3-plus inches were ob-
served from Carter County 
Missouri east into southern 
Scott County and into Car-
lisle and northern Graves 
counties in Kentucky. 

The lowest amounts were 
up along the I-64 corridor 
and across the Evansville 
Tri-State area, where only 
isolated heavier amounts 
were reported.

Solar Eclipse
On Aug. 21, all of the 

United States experienced 
at least a partial solar eclipse 
of the sun. 

Some locations were for-
tunate enough to observe a 
total solar eclipse, where the 
moon completed blocked 
the sun for a short period. 

The path of totality 
stretched from Oregon, east 
southeastward across the 
nation, to South Carolina, 
and was roughly 70 miles 
wide. 

The center path of total-
ity stretched from near Car-
bondale and Dixon Springs,  
down towards the Eddyville 
and Hopkinsville, Ky., ar-
eas. Near these locations, 
totality was observed at 
about 2 minutes and 40 
seconds.

Some interesting weath-
er phenomenon were ob-
served during this eclipse. 

Temperatures began to 
drop roughly 30 to 60 min-
utes before totality, and 
bottomed out about 5 to 10 
minutes after totality ended. 
Readings dropped any-
where from 4 to 8 degrees 
across the region. 

People may have also 
noticed a decrease in the 
cumulus cloud field leading 
up to totality. 

With the decreased solar 
radiation and temperatures 
lowering, the cumulus field 
that had become rather ex-
pansive in many areas about 
one to two hours before the 
eclipse, suddenly began to 
thin out right before and 
during totality. 

Within about 60 to 90 
minutes after totality of the 
eclipse, the cumulus clouds 
had begun to redevelop as 
temperatures rebounded 
back to what they were 
prior.

Remnants of Tropical 
Storm

The remnants of Tropical 
Storm Cindy moved north-
east from the central Gulf 
Coast to western Kentucky 
from June 21-23. 

An approaching cold 
front helped squeeze out 
moisture from Cindy. Rain-
fall rates from 1 to 2 inches 
per hour were rather com-
mon on the morning of  June 
23. Storm totals averaged 
from 1 to 3 inches across the 
region, with locally higher 
amounts.

Hurricanes Impact Re-
gion

The remnants of Hurri-
cane Harvey moved north-
east from Texas into the 
lower Ohio Valley on Aug. 
31, with rain entering the 
region’s southern counties 
during the late afternoon 
hours. 

Heavy rain spread across 
the southeast half of the area 
through the evening and 
overnight hours, continuing 
into the next day. 

The most concentrated 
rainfall remained over West-
ern Kentucky, where totals 
ranged from 1 to 4-plus 
inches. 

The hardest hit area was 
Todd County, Ky., where lo-
calized amounts approached 
8 inches. 

Lighter amounts occurred 
from Southeast Missouri 
into Southern Illinois and 
southwest Indiana, where 
some locations didn’t re-
ceive any measurable rain 
from Harvey.

The remnants of Hur-
ricane Irma moved north-
west from Florida and the 
southeast states into Western 
Kentucky during the late 
evening hours of Sept. 11. 

Light to moderate bands 
of rain continued to spread 
westward through the area 
during the overnight hours 
and into the morning hours 
on Sept. 12. 

The remnant circulation 
continued to generate light 
showers from time to time 
into the morning hours on 
Sept. 13, before fizzling out 
and pushing northeast of 
our area. 

Many locations picked 
up anywhere from 0.25 of an 
inch to 1.00 inch, with some 
localized heavier amounts 
over Western Kentucky ap-
proaching 1.50 inches. 

Very little rain fell from 
the Ozark Foothills north-
east towards Mount Vernon.

A frontal  boundary 
moved through on Oct. 7, 
resulting in showers and 
thunderstorms developing 
along it. 

The front stalled over 
Western Kentucky during 
the evening hours before 
slowly lifting back north 
overnight. 

This was due to the rem-
nants of Hurricane Nate 
lifting northward towards 
our area. The heaviest rain 
occurred across Western 
Kentucky associated with 
the frontal boundary. 

However, rain associ-
ated with the remnants of 
Nate moved north through 
the eastern half of the area 
during the morning and 
afternoon hours of Oct. 8, 
causing additional heavy 
rain to fall.

Meteorological Fall was 
Warm, Dry

Temperatures during me-
teorological fall averaged 
above normal for meteoro-
logical fall, which included 
September, October and 
November.

The warmest month, in 
regard to departure from nor-
mal, was October. However, 
all three months finished 
above normal at all three of 
the weather service’s official 
climate stations.

The fall season was ab-
normally dry for much of 
the region. 

Seasonal rainfall deficits 
were upwards of 4 to 8 inch-
es over most of Southeast 
Missouri. Cape Girardeau 
recorded its fourth driest fall 
on record, only recording 50 
percent of normal rainfall. 

The dry conditions were 
present in Southern Illinois, 
southwest Indiana and the 
Jackson Purchase area of 
Western Kentucky as well, 
but deficits in most of these 

areas weren’t as extreme as 
further to the west. 

The exception to the dry 
weather was across much 
of the Pennyrile region of 
Western Kentucky. This 
was largely due to tropi-
cal rainfall associated with 
the remnants of Hurricane 
Harvey on Sept. 1 and the 
remnants of Hurricane Nate 
in early October. 

The remnants of Hurri-
cane Irma also affected the 
region in mid-September, 
but rainfall totals were lower 
with this tropical system. 

The highest reported sea-
sonal total was at the Ken-
tucky Mesonet Station in 
Muhlenberg County north of 
Greenville, which observed 
20.80 inches. 

On the other side of the 
forecast area, many loca-
tions in the Ozark Foothills 
of Southeast Missouri re-
ceived less than 4 inches 
of rain, including Poplar 
Bluff, where the airport only 
recorded 3.97 inches for the 
entire season. 

This led to the develop-
ment of moderate to severe 
drought by the end of No-
vember.

Thunderstorms in No-
vember

A strong cold front 

moved through the region 
during the afternoon hours 
on Nov. 18. 

A line of thunderstorms 
developed just west of the 
Paducah office’s forecast 
area from Missouri into 
Illinois and progressed east-
ward. 

Damaging winds were 
the main hazard observed 
with these storms. 

However, there were 
five reported tornadoes that 
briefly touched down as 
well. 

The strongest two tor-
nadoes were both rated 
EF-1. The first occurred in 
Spencer County, Ind., in the 
Reo area, while the second 
touched down in Muhlen-
berg County, Ky., south of 
the community of Bremen. 

Due to the tightening 
pressure gradient that ex-
isted from deepening low 
pressure pushing northeast 
of the region and high pres-
sure over the Plains, strong 
gradient winds were ob-
served as well. 

There was a wind advi-
sory in effect for the entire 
region during the day, with 
winds gusting upwards of 
35 to 50 miles per hour, 
even outside of thunder-
storms.
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December, 1942: the home front during World War II
Boys 18 Since
July 1 Must 
Register Now
Can Register 
At Selective Service
Office Until Dec. 17

Instructions for conduct-
ing the sixth registration for 
Selective Service for young 
men who have reached their 
18th birthday since last July 
1 have been issued to all 
local boards in Illinois by 
Colonel Paul G. Armstrong, 
State Director.

In accordance with the 
recent proclamation of the 
President, the hours will be 
from 9:00 A.M. until 5:00 
P.M. at the Local Board 
Office, 3rd Floor, Anna 
National Bank Bldg., Anna, 
Illinois, on all registration 
days. No registrations will 
be made on Sunday.

***
Those were the first two 

paragraphs in a story which 
appeared in The Gazette-
Democrat during the week 
of Thursday, December 10, 
1942.

This week, as Union 
County celebrates the 2017 
holiday season, we take a 
look back at what was hap-
pening on the home front in 
December of 1942.

Seventy-five years ago 
this month, the armed forc-
es of the United States were 
fighting the Axis powers 
during World War II.

A year earlier, on De-
cember 7, 1941, the nation 
had entered the war after 
the military forces of the 
Japanese Empire attacked 
American bases at Pearl 
Harbor in Hawaii.

The lead story on page 
1, the front page, in the 
December 10, 1942, edition 
of The Gazette-Democrat 
was about registration for 
the Selective Service.

Another front page story 
listed the names of 14 men 
who had been sent to the 
Induction Station by Union 
County Local Board No. 
1 of the Selective Service 
for the week ending on 
December 5.

In a related story, the 
paper reported:

In response to a request 
of President Roosevelt and 
R. Waring, national com-
mander of the American 
Legion, the members of the 
local Legion post gave a 
dinner at Casper's Cafe last 
Thursday evening in honor 
of the Union County Selec-
tive Service Board.

War news, as might be 
expected, figured promi-
nently in the local news 
which appeared in The 
Gazette-Democrat during 
December of 1942. 

Here's a look at some of 
the stories which appeared 
in the paper, 75 years ago 
this month:
December 3, 1942

First Snow Of Season 
Today

First snow of the season 
is falling in this community 
today. After a week of cold 
weather the snow started 
this morning and has been 
steady since.

Yesterday morning was 
the coldest yet this winter 
when the mercury dropped 
to 14 degrees. Many ther-
mometers reported tem-
peratures as low as eight 
degrees.

Senior Class To Present 
Comedy at A-J Gym

"A Daring Young Man," 
a comedy in three acts, will 
be presented to the public 
Tuesday, December 8th, in 
the Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School gym-
nasium by the class of '44.

With Mrs. Edna Gordon, 
the dramatic instructor of 
A-J directing, the cast is as 
follows:

Henry Barker: Allen Ru-
dolph.

Mrs. Barker: Ernestine 
Vincent.

Karen: Susette Wilson.
Pat: Roy Elam.
Nellie: Martha Jane 

Casper.
Jerry: Gilbert Cherrick.
Ellis: Bill Robins.
Minnie: Jane Harper.
Mamie Smut: Anna Mae 

Wall.
Audrey: Jane Tripp.
Dora: Claudia Jean Hill.
Bats: Housten Casper.
Turner: Bob Hill.
Horse: Charles McDan-

iel.
Sue Carr: Amy Dee Ru-

dolph.
Blossie: Betty Horn.
Annual Meet of Farm 

Bureau in Anna Friday
The Union County Farm 

Bureau will hold their an-
nual meeting at the Pres-
byterian church in Anna 
tomorrow (Friday) with 
the afternoon session open 
to all farmers. Many things 
of vital interest to every 
farmer in this section will 
be discussed.

A-J Basketball Team 
Off to a Good Start

Bowing three county 
rivals, Alto Pass, Dongola 
and Wolf Lake in defeat the 

A-J Wildcats started what 
is expected to become one 
of the greatest basketball 
seasons in the history of 
the school.

News From The Ra-
tioning Board

Coffee: Beginning Sun-
day, November 29, 1942, 
and through Sunday, Janu-
ary 3, 1943, Stamp No. 27 

may be used to purchase 
one pound of coffee.

From the Sitter School 
news

The pipe line is now be-
ing laid here.
December 10, 1942

Banks To Serve Ration 
Boards

Local banks will be is-
suing ration coupons on 

checks and receiving them 
on deposit under the na-
tional ration bank plan, 
probably early in 1943, ac-
cording to Hugh H. Lamer, 
Chairman of the Local War 
Price and Rationing Board.

County Officers Sworn 
In

The following County 
Officers and Deputies as-
sumed the duties of their of-
fices on Monday, December 
7th, 1942.

Paul H. Ellis, County 
Clerk.

Pearl Zwahlen, Chief 
Deputy County Clerk.

Ursula Frost, Deputy 
County Clerk.

Roy L. Wilkins, Sheriff 
and Ex-Officio Collector.

W. Earl Batson, Chief 
Deputy Sheriff.

Nellie L. Wilkins, Chief 
Deputy Collector.

Russell D. Rendleman, 
County Supt. of Schools.

Diana Lentz, Truant Of-
ficer.

S.F. Reeves, County As-
sessor and Treasurer.

Wayne Reeves, Deputy 
County Treasurer.

Ford L. Rendleman, 
County Judge.

H.R. McCarty, County 
Coroner.

Ward Dodd, County 
Commissioner.

Lots of Snow During 
Week

With the exception of 
Tuesday, there has been 
snow every day since last 

Thursday. Precipitation has 
totaled more than an inch 
and the temperature has 
been low.

Legion Host To Selec-
tive Service Board

In response to a request 
of President Roosevelt and 
R. Waring, national com-
mander of the American 
Legion, the members of 
the local Legion post gave 
a dinner at Casper's Cafe 
last Thursday evening in 
honor of the Union County 
Selective Service Board.

Continue Price Ceiling 
on Food Items

The Local War Price and 
Rationing Board received 
a telegram Tuesday, Dec. 
8, from the Illinois Office 
of Price Administration, 
that all items listed under 
Temporary Maximum Price 
Regulation No. 22, are still 
to be conformed with; that 
is, the price established dur-
ing the period September 
28, 1942, to Oct. 2, 1942.

(continued on page 5) 
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December, 1942
(continued from page 4)

(The regulation covered 
food items which included 
milk products, eggs, poul-
try, mutton, white potatoes, 
canned citrus fruits, fresh 
citrus fruits, flour, cake 
mixes and flour mixes, on-
ions, dry edible beans, and 
corn meal, hominy and 
hominy grits.)

Farm Machinery Now 
Rationed

A permanent farm ma-
chinery and equipment ra-
tioning plan was announced 
this week by Dan R. Davie, 
county chairman of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
War Board and the County 
Farm Machinery rationing 
committee.

F a m o u s  A t h l e t e 
Trained in Union County

Lyndell Houston, former 
Wolf Lake High School 
athlete, was selected by 
the New York Sun as Right 
Guard on its first team All-
American line-up. Houston 
has been a regular in the 
Ohio State line-up the past 
two years.

From the High Line 
news

Mr. and Mrs. Adolphus 
Kelley of this place assisted 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Keller 
with their hog butchering 
last Tuesday.

From the Ware Station 
news

Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Kinnard, the village black-
smith, spent the week end in 
St. Louis, visiting relatives.
December 17, 1942

Farmers Hold Annual 
Meet in Anna Friday

Members of the Farm 
Bureau and their friends 
met at the Presbyterian 
Church last Friday in their 
annual meeting.

Men's Club Host To 
Football Boys Monday

The Presbyterian Men's 
Club entertained Coach 
Paul Houghton and his foot-
ball squad at their regular 
monthly meeting Monday 
evening in the church base-
ment. This is an annual 
event and a large crowd was 
present.

Buy A Bond Today

Davie P.T.A.
All children of the school 

will participate in the Davie 
P.T.A. Christmas program 
which will be given at the 
school Monday, December 
21, starting at 7:30.

Christmas Cheer Club 
Will Entertain Wednes-
day At 6:30

The Christmas Cheer 
Club will have their annual 
party for children of the 
community at the Presby-
terian church Wednesday 
night starting at 6:30. There 
will be presents for all given 
by Santa Claus and the Rev. 
R.C. Patterson will tell a 
Christmas story. Also, there 
will be a motion picture.

Free Show For Kids 
At Rodgers Thursday 
Morning

Next Thursday morn-
ing, the day before Christ-
mas, the Rodgers Theater 
will have their annual free 
show for the kids, Howard 
Henderson, Manager, an-
nounced today. The show 
will start at 10 o'clock and 
every boy and girl of grade 
or junior high school age 
will be admitted free.

S.I.N.U. Students Home 
For Christmas Holidays

Twenty-five students 
from Anna-Jonesboro, five 
students from Alto Pass, 
and two students from Wolf 
Lake who are attending 
Southern Illinois Normal 
University, will return home 
Friday, December 18, for 
the Christmas Holidays. 
Classes will be resumed on 
January 4.

From the Beech Grove 
news

Our school program will 

be Thursday evening, Dec. 
24. You are welcome to 
attend.

From the Barringer 
news

Cold weather is not just 
around the corner, but is all 
ready here.

From the Lick Creek 
news

We are having some real 
winter weather at present.

From the Dongola news
The Who Do Class held 

its annual Christmas party 
in the basement of the Lu-
theran church Wednesday 
evening with twenty-one 
members and three guests 
present.

From the Moscow news
T.F. Hughes butchered 

hogs Monday. Those who 
helped were C.P. Adams, 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Miles 
and Mr. and Mrs. Earl 
Miles.
December 24, 1942

Legion and Auxiliary 
Holiday Activities

On Thursday evening, 
Dec. 17th, the American 
Legion and Auxiliary held 
a joint Christmas party at 
the Legion Home at 6:30 
o'clock.

Union County Quota 
for Farm Machinery

The Union County Farm 
Machinery Rationing Com-
mittee has received the 
County Quota for farm 
machines for 1943.

Half Inch Rain Tuesday
More than half an inch 

of rain fell early Tuesday 
morning and there was 
some precipitation over the 
week end. A heavy sleet 
was on the ground Sunday 
morning making travel haz-
ardous.

From the A-J Scratches
Christmas Spirit Is At 

A-J: It can readily be seen 
by the decorations in the 
class rooms that the stu-
dents of A-J are affected by 
the Christmas Spirit.

Santa Claus Guest Star 
Of Senior Class: Santa 
Claus, in the person of Eu-
gene Slicker, came to A-J 
last Friday to talk things 
over with Mrs. Ella Pickles 
Sanders' freshmen.

VFW Gives Party For 
Hospital Vets

Mrs. Sam Ferguson, hos-
pital chairman for the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, gave 
a Christmas party Monday 
evening for the veterans at 
the Anna State Hospital.

From the Jonesboro 
news

A Paramount news reel 
at the Times this week had 

a good picture of Cotton 
Norris of Anna who is in 
the service.

From the Western 
Saratoga news

Everything here, as we 
write, is covered with ice. 
A beautiful sight to see but 
not so nice for cars. Many 
were in the ditch by the side 
of the road.

From the  Meisen-
heimer news

The pipe line is progress-
ing nicely at this writing. 
They are now at work on the 
Charles Lingle farm.

From the Barringer 
news

The rain that fell Satur-
day night and froze on the 
ground made it disagreeable 
for people to get around, 
especially with cars.

The writer wishes each 
and every one a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

From the Big Creek 
news

Sunday, Dec. 27, is our 
regular church services, it 
being the last Sunday in the 
old year. Why not put forth 
extra effort and go to church 
somewhere. We welcome 
you always at Big Creek.

The correspondent wish-
es the best Christmas and 
a better and happier New 
Year to every reader of this 
paper. 

From the Vineland 
news

There is plenty of ice on 
the roads of our vicinity.

From the New Hope 
news

Mr. Matt Stokes, Mr. 
Clarence Pulliam butchered 
hogs last week.

Wasted money is wast-
ed lives. Don't waste pre-
cious lives. Every dollar 

you can spare should be 
used to buy War Bonds. 
Buy your ten percent ev-
ery pay day.
December 31, 1942

To Ration Canned, 
Dried, Frozen Fruits And 
Vegetables

In a nation-wide broad-
cast Sunday night Elmer 
Davis, head of War infor-
mation and Claude Wick-
ard, food administrator, 
announced that starting in 
February dried, canned and 
frozen fruits and vegetables 
would be rationed.

Red Cross Asks Help
Union County's quota of 

surgical dressings for Janu-
ary and February consists of 
41,000 surgical spones. In 
order to complete the quota 
the Red Cross is appealing 
to the ladies of the county 
to give part of their time for 
this much needed war work.

Wildcats Win Over 
Dongola And Du Quoin

After winning an ab-
surdly easy 59 to 29 victory 
over the Dongola Demons 
on Tuesday of last week the 
Anna-Jonesboro Wildcats 
came back the following 
night and defeated one of 
their oldest conference ri-
vals, the Du Quoin Indians, 
by the score of 38 to 31.

From the Moscow news
Parents and friends en-

joyed a very nice program 
and treat at Moscow School 
Wednesday afternoon, Miss 
Fayetta Elkins (is) teacher.

From the Lockard 
Chapel news

Sunday, weather condi-
tions in our community 
were very disagreeable, so 
our Sunday school atten-
dance was only 33.

From the Vineland 
news

The teacher, Mr. Phillips 
had his pupils put on a little 
program on Wednesday, 
Dec. 23 and then Santa 
Claus came and brought a 
treat for all the pupils and 
visitors.

From the Alto Pass 
news

A community singing 
of Christmas songs was 

held at the Alto Pass High 
School by the churches and 
schools.

F ro m  t h e  C a s p e r 
Church news

I wish to extend greet-
ings of the very best bless-
ings to the editor and all the 
readers of this paper and 
especially hoping it will 
be possible for our boys 
to have a safe return home 
to stay before this year is 
gone.



 Page 6 - Section B                                                                                Thursday, December 28, 2017                                                                         The Gazette-Democrat

Here's
My Card!

For information, call 833-2158

The
Gazette-Democrat

• Raking • Tri
mming • Mowing

Reasonabl
e Rates • Free

 Estimates 

Call between 9:00 a.
m. and 4:00 

p.m. Mon. 

thru Fri. fo
r further i

nformation.

LAWN CARE 

SERVICES

(618) 833-4956

P.O. Box 232 • Goreville, IL 62939

(618) 995-2670

Dave's Heating, Cooling

    & Electric
24 Hour Service

Residential - Commercial

FREE Estimates - Licensed - Insured

2900 State Route 127 S. • Jonesboro, IL

(618) 833-6400

David Agne, Owner

307 E. Davie • Anna, IL 62906

Phone (618) 833-6916 • 833-6816

Fax (618) 833-5562

Bulk & Bag Feed

Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Auto 
WashPhill

ips'

4 Hand Wash and 1 Automatic Bay

164 E. Vienna St. • Anna

GURLEY & SON

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

	 Anna,	IL	 Carbondale,	IL
	 Metropolis,	IL

	 833-5211	
457-1922	

524-8511

Carlos	Gurley	
Bumper	Gurley

Bill Hartline
Sales Consultant

Coad Chevrolet-Buick-Ford

2525 E. Vienna 
Office: (618) 833-2166

Anna, IL 62906 
Cell: (618) 697-9044

coadchevy.com or coadford.com Fax: (618) 833-3414

billhartline@drivecoad.com Fax: (618) 833-4741

Alex N. Belcher
Auctioneer & Real Estate Broker

400 New Hope Road

Buncombe, IL 62912www.ollisauction.com

Office: (618) 833-2227

Toll Free: (800) 272-9791

Fax: (618) 833-3377

Email: alex@ollisauction.com

Open:

Mon.-Fri.	8	a.m
.	-	5	p.m.

Sat.	9	a.m.	-	1	p.m.

Custom Processing and Retail Meats

Deer Processing October 1 through January 30

Jason Martin, Owner

5565	St.	Rt.	146
	East		•	Anna,	I

L	62906	•	833-5
986

This spot can 

be yours! Call

833-2158 today!

Terry & Tina Riley • P.O. Box 127 • Anna, IL 62906

618-833-9225 • Parts Dept. 800-329-2632

Family Owned & Operated

We PRINT to please . . . (618) 833-1883 ext. 24
t-shirts	•	sport	b

ags	•	sweat-sui
t	garments

team	uniforms	•	school	colle
ctibles

sign	products	a
nd	more!

pleasing our

customers for 

over 10 years! Shawnee
Grocery

We Specialize in Food and More

4065 St. Rt. 146 W. • Vienna, Illinois

Fresh Baked Goods every Friday and Saturday

Bulk	Foods	•	C
heese	&	Butter

	•	Homemade	P
reserves

Homemade	Can
dies	•	Local	Ho

ney	•	Homemad
e	Relish

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat 8-4 • closed Sun.

Advertising pays . . .

Let us show you!

Call 833-2158

Cobden Auto Repair
213 N. Appleknocker

Cobden

893-2102

J.W. Reynolds
Monuments

The Company You Have Heard About All Your Life
Anna • 517 E. Vienna St., Ste. A

(618) 833-6014

Happy New Year!

Rendleman & Hileman
FuneRal Homes and monuments

Anna • Jonesboro • Cobden • Alto Pass
(618) 833-2131 or (618) 833-8222

Snowy morning in Union County
Motorists found themselves traveling on snow-

covered streets on Thursday morning, Jan. 5, in 
Union County. A light dusting of snow covered East 
and West Jefferson Street in Anna. 

With the arrival of winter 
on Dec. 21, the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation, 
IDOT, reminds travelers 
to visit and bookmark the 
newly redesigned Gettin-
gAroundIllinois.com for 
continually updated infor-
mation on road conditions.

Available on a computer 
or mobile device, the web-
site includes the ability to 
identify and zoom in to a 
location, travel route or 
destination. 

Road conditions are 

recorded by IDOT plow 
drivers out in the field 
and relayed through Get-
tingAroundIllinois.com 
through a cloud-based sys-
tem.

Recent updates to the 
map include more detailed 
reports of snow coverage 
and a color scheme that 
aligns with map technology 
used by surrounding states. 
The update was designed 
to create a more seamless 
travel experience for mo-
torists.

Travel information available
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City of
Jonesboro

How time flies when you’re 
having fun, and you’ve made 

this past year a grand one 
for us!  Happy New Year and 
heartfelt thanks to all of you.

T & I Office 
Equipment

Anna • 833-8004

...As in all the 
rewarding hours 

we’ve spent serving 
you this year. Here’s 
hoping all your times 
are good times in the 

year to come. 

1215 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL

(618) 833-6383
www.whiffleboyspizza.com

Have a safe and 
happy New Year!

Many thanks 
from all of us.

WELCOME 2018!
Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.
Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfield, President
304 West Market Street
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

2GNC

New Year's Last Chance
Phillips Auto Wash

Gift Card
Available thru December 28

For every $10 spent on a gift card
you receive a token for one dryer use.

(e.g. Buy a $40.00 card and
receive 4 tokens)

Please see attendant to Purchase a card.
*tokens only work on dryer.

your choice oF a PhilliPs auto wash t-shirt
or 2 car care Products.

(while suPPlies last. limited size in t-shirts)

from

Curt's Classics

460 NE Front Street
Dongola, IL 62926

618-827-3570
Cell 618-697-7562

www.curtsclassics.com
curtsclassics@gmail.com

Sales • Bodyshop
Repair • Restorations
Transport • Appraisals

Tires and Wheels • Parts

An icy Saturday morning in Alto Pass
Tree branches coated in heavy ice fell close to the street in Alto Pass. The picture was taken  Sat-

urday morning, Jan. 14. Freezing rain fell throughout the area on Friday, Jan. 13. Heavy ice was more 
prevalent in the Alto Pass area than it was in some other parts of Union County.

Master Naturalist
training set for 2018

The University of Il-
linois Master Naturalist 
program is accepting ap-
plications for its spring 
2018 training. 

The program provides 
science-based educational 
opportunities that connect 
people with nature and 
help them become engaged 
environmental stewards. 

To become a Master 
Naturalist, a person would 
attend a 12-week training 
session, pass an exam and 
complete 60 hours of vol-
unteer work within a year. 

To remain an active 
Master Naturalist, a person 
would continue to learn 
and volunteer, completing 
10 hours of continuing 
education and 30 hours of 
volunteering each year. 

This year’s training is 
scheduled on Thursdays, 
from March 1 through May 
17, at the Crab Orchard 
National Wildlife Refuge 
Visitor Center near Marion.

Classes are planned 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each Thursday. 

A diverse array of speak-
ers who are experts in their 
field will cover a range of 
natural area topics, such as 
ecology, invasive species, 
mammals, birds and more. 

Optional field trips will 
be provided, based upon 
participant interest. 

Organizers note that 
volunteer opportunities 
abound in the area, includ-
ing children’s programs at 
the Cache River Wetlands 

Center, Stewardship Week 
at the Dixon Springs Agri-
cultural Center and volun-
teering with natural areas 
restoration and education. 

“Southern Illinois is 
home to an incredible di-
versity of life, and we 
are in need of more local 
people to become environ-
mental stewards, caring 
for and educating oth-
ers about our natural ar-
eas,” said Erin Medvecz, 
a University of Illinois 
Extension educator, who 
is coordinating the local 
Master Naturalist training 
for Alexander, Johnson, 
Massac, Pulaski and Union 
counties. 

To apply for the pro-
gram,  a person needs to fill 
out an application before 
Feb. 15, 2018. 

Acceptance into the 
program will require a 
mandatory background 
check and an informal in-
person interview. 

The program has a $250 
fee, which covers the cost 
of the trainings and a Mas-
ter Naturalist manual. 

To receive an applica-
tion, call a local Exten-
sion office, or go online 
to http://web.extension.il-
linois.edu/ajmpu/mn/. For 
more information, contact 
Medvecz at 618-833-6363. 

Effort underway to boost oak-history forest stands
State conservationist 

Ivan Dozier has announced 
that the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation 
Service, NRCS, will of-
fer landowners funding to 

improve oak-hickory forest 
stands using the Regional 
Conservation Partnership 
Program, RCPP. 

NRCS has partnered 
with the Illinois Forestry 
Development Council to 

help producers address 
natural resource concerns 
of water quality and soil 
health. 

Landowners can apply 
for both technical and fi-
nancial assistance through 

the Environmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program, 
EQIP, to make forest stand 
improvements, use brush 
management techniques, 
install herbaceous weed 
control, and tree/shrub es-
tablishment practices.  

The focus of the effort 
is to improve conditions 
and stands of oak-hickory 
forest land by reducing 
soil erosion and improving 
water quality in 37 Illinois 
counties.

Union County is one of 
the counties which has been 
targeted in the program.

Other area counties in-
clude Alexander, Jackson, 
Johnson, Massac, Pulaski 
and Williamson.

Producers and landown-
ers in these locations who 
are interested in install-
ing the forestry conser-
vation practices on their 
oak-hickory acres can take 
advantage of this special 
conservation funding op-
portunity. 

Those who want to par-
ticipate are asked to submit 
an application to their local 
NRCS field office by the 
cutoff dates of Jan. 19 and 
March 16. 

NRCS reminds produc-
ers that they can apply 
for regular EQIP finan-
cial assistance at any time 
throughout the year. NRCS 
accepts applications on a 
continuous basis.

Landowners can see if 
they are eligible to par-
ticipate in the program by 
contacting their local NRCS 
field office or visiting the 
Illinois NRCS website at 
www.il.nrcs.usda.gov.

Give Them Distance campaign
promotes state’s Move Over Law

An effort is underway to 
drive home the importance 
of the Move Over Law  in 
Illinois.

To launch a new state-
wide Give Them Distance 
campaign, Gov. Bruce 
Rauner in early December 
gathered in the Chicago 
area with leaders from 
the Illinois Tollway, the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation, the Illi-
nois State Police, AAA, 
the Mid-West Truckers 
Association and Illinois 
Secretary of State Jesse 
White’s office.

“Awareness of  this 
common-sense law is so 
important to our first-re-
sponders, and to anyone 
who has to pull off the side 
of the road to fix a flat or 
deal with engine trouble,” 
Rauner said. 

“Too many lives are be-
ing lost on our roadways. 
We want to make sure 
drivers know to slow down 
and move over for vehicles 
with flashing lights.”

The state’s Move Over 
Law, also known as Scott’s 
Law, was first enacted in 
2002 after Lt. Scott Gillen 
of the Chicago Fire Depart-
ment was struck and killed 
by an intoxicated driver on 
the Dan Ryan Expressway 
while assisting at a crash 
scene in December 2000. 

The law requires motor-

ists who are approaching 
stopped emergency vehi-
cles with lights flashing to 
slow down and move over, 
changing lanes if possible 
to make extra room.

While most Illinois mo-
torists are aware of the law 
as it pertains to emergency 
vehicles, many might not 
know that it was expanded 
in January 2017 to include 
any vehicle with hazard 
lights flashing.

Drivers who fail to com-
ply face serious penalties, 
including a fine of up to 
$10,000, a two-year sus-
pension of driving privi-
leges and possible jail time.

“Making the roads of Il-
linois the safest ever is one 
of my top priorities, and the 
Move Over Law helps us to 
do that,” said Secretary of 
State Jesse White. 

“Every day, emergency 
personnel are working to 
serve and protect us. We 
need to do our part to help 
keep them safe by yield-
ing the right-of-way to all 
emergency vehicles and 
taking precautionary mea-
sures for disabled vehicles.

“We don’t want drivers 
to be involved in crashes 
because they weren’t pay-
ing attention to emergency 
responders.”

“Within the last five 
years, two Illinois State Po-
lice troopers were killed in 

the line of duty and several 
others injured when motor-
ists failed to move over for 
emergency vehicles,” said 
Illinois State Police direc-
tor Leo Schmitz. 

“These tragedies and 
countless others across the 
nation could have been pre-
vented if drivers remained 
alert and simply followed 
the laws designed to keep 
them and other motorists 
safe.”

“The Move Over Law 
reinforces basic, common-
sense rules you should 
always practice when en-
countering any vehicle 
on the side of the road 
anywhere,” agreed Illinois 
Department of Transpor-
tation Secretary Randy 
Blankenhorn. 

“Slow down, proceed 
with caution and change 
lanes if you can.”

Illinois recorded 1,073 
traffic fatalities in 2016, the 
first time the state topped 
1,000 since 2008, accord-
ing to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

The number of fatali-
ties stood at 1,015 through 
Tuesday, Dec. 5, of this 
year, according to provi-
sional IDOT data.

State officials encourage 
motorists to visit www.
GiveThemDistance.com 
for more information about 
the safe-driving initiative.
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Anna
833-4956 827-3541

May your spirits
soar and your dreams 
take wing in the year 

ahead. And may peace 
and freedom

become a reality for all 
people, everywhere.

Jonesboro
Grade
School

Wishing you good 
health and much
happiness in the

new year!

Sunrise Preschool
& Child Care

1000 N. Main • Anna
833-5031

Sunrise Preschool
& Child Care

1000 N. Main • Anna
833-5031

138 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL • 833-2171

May your holiday season
be filled with sweetness

and delight, and your home 
with love. Serving you

was a treat for us!

Auto Wash
164 E. Vienna St.

Anna

Phillips'

Banking The Old Fashioned Way!
Alto Pass • 893-2464

521 E. Vienna St.
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-4721

Shawn McMahan
and

Rodney Henry
at

Have a safe and 
happy New Year! Wishing all of you a

Happy New Year!
Hope it's a

great success.

Anna • 833-5211

Thanks for your loyal 
support and friendship!

Wright Bros. LLC  d/b/a Rod's Towing 
"the legacy continues"

crystal gurley, owner
2297 state Rt. 146 West

Jonesboro • 833-5937

300 McKinley St.
Anna, IL • 833-7321

Custom Processing of Beef, Pork, Goat, Sheep
5565 St. Rt. 146 East • Anna, IL 62906

(618) 833-5986

Project at Anna City Park
Construction of a new concessions/restroom building was underway during the summer as part 

of a major improvement project at the Anna City Park in Anna. Wissinger Construction of Cairo was 
the general contractor for the project; local subcontractors also worked on the project. Resurfacing 
and recoloring of tennis and basketball courts at the park also was done as part of the improvement 
project. E.T. Simonds Construction Company of Carbondale was the general contractor for the play 
courts project. The cost of the improvements was just over $300,000, with municipal and state grant 
funds paying for the work. 

Big Muddy Film Festival
to mark 40th anniversary

The countdown is on 
for commemorating one of 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale’s iconic tradi-
tions: the Big Muddy Film 
Festival. 

The annual film festival 
plans to celebrate its 40th 
anniversary Feb. 19-25. 

Big Muddy built its 
reputation on strong docu-
mentaries that highlight 
social issues, and this year’s 
collection of films is no 
different. 

Films include “Left 
on Pearl,” a documentary 
about the 1971 takeover and 
occupation of a Harvard 
University-owned building 
by hundreds of Boston-area 
women demanding a Wom-
en’s Center and low-income 

housing for the commu-
nity; “Flint, Michigan: The 
United States of America 
2017,” a short documentary 
about the daily struggles a 
grandmother faces while 
living through the city’s 
water crisis; and “Erase and 
Forget,” a documentary on 
Vietnam veteran and one-
time presidential candidate 
James “Bo” Gritz. 

This year ’s event is 
slated to feature 72 films, 
chosen from 289 films sub-
mitted for consideration. 

Festival judges, along 
with a lineup, schedule and 
screening locations will be 
announced soon.

The event is one of the 
oldest film festivals affili-
ated with a university in the 
nation and will once again 
feature competition and 
non-competition films in 
four categories: animation, 
documentary, experimental 
and narrative.

Illinois EPA announces poster, poetry, prose contest
Fifth and 6th grade writ-

ers and artists from around 
Illinois are invited to com-
pete in this year’s poster, 
poetry and prose contest 
sponsored by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, Illinois EPA. 

This year’s contest theme 
is Illinois is Celebrating 200 

Years! How Can You Be an 
Environmental Pioneer? 

The theme focuses on 
helping to preserve and 
protect the air, land and 
water for the next 200 years 
in honor of Illinois’s bicen-
tennial. 

Educators are asked to 
introduce historic environ-

mental problems and how 
Illinois laws and citizen 
actions have helped make a 
healthier environment. 

Students are challenged 
to answer the question, 
“What would a modern 
environmental pioneer do to 
ensure Illinois has a sustain-
able future?”

Each school can enter up 
to eight works, four posters 
and four written. 

Entries must be post-
marked and sent in to the Il-
linois EPA by Feb. 1, 2018. 

An in house panel from 
the Illinois EPA will judge 
all entries to select the final-
ists, whose entries are then 

judged by an outside panel 
of authorities to determine 
the top 12 winners. 

All finalists, together 
with their families and 
teachers, are invited to an 
awards ceremony and re-
ception that is planned on 
April 21, 2018, at the Old 
State Capitol Historic Site 
in Springfield. 

Information about the 
annual event can be ob-
tained on Illinois EPA’s 
website at http://www.epa.
illinois.gov/topics/educa-
tion/contest/index, or by 
contacting Kristi Morris, 
environmental education 
coordinator for the Illinois 
EPA, at 217-558-7198, or 
by mail at 1021 N. Grand 
Avenue E., P.O. Box 19276, 
Springfield, Ill. 62794 9276.  

Information about the 
bicentennial celebration 
can be found on the https://
illinois200.com/ website.
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Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Rd.

Grand Tower, Ill.
(618) 565-1064

Your
Hometown Store

Spanish 
Oaks 

Center
wishing you and yours 
a Happy New Year!
Kristie McAlister

Owner/Administrator
833-8013

R & J Country Living
Ron & Janice Garner,

Owners
Anna • 833-7418

Anna
Quarries, 

Inc.
1000 Quarry Rd.

Anna, IL

833-5121

As 2017 winds 
down, we'd like 

to wish you 
immeasurable 
success in the 
year ahead.

Brad's Collision Works LLC
511 E. Vienna St.
Anna, Illinois
833-3102

At the birth of 
another year,
we’d like to 

thank you all for
stopping here!

A&G Automotive
109 Transcraft Dr. • Anna • 833-8755

guthrie
construction, inc.

(618) 833-7663

2G

Members FDIC

201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506 - 512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
151 Leigh Ave. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4546 - 1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

100  E. Vienna • Anna • 833-2151

Dongola
827-3541

Ullin
845-3395

Alto Pass
893-2464

The following Union County
banks will be closed Monday,

January 1, in observance
of New Year's Day.

At the stroke of midnight and 
through all the days to follow,
we hope happiness and good

fortune light your way. 

Thanks for brightening our year 
with your visits. We feel fortunate 
to have the support of customers 

and friends like you, and we
look forward to seeing you
again in the coming year!

Fire destroys barn
No injuries were reported when a fire destroyed a barn between Anna and Lick Creek on Wednesday 

evening, Jan. 25. The blaze was reported to the Anna Fire Department at about 4:28 p.m. The Anna, 
Cobden and Jonesboro fire departments responded. The cause of the fire was not determined. Fire-
fighters were at the scene for about three hours.

University of Illinois Extension
plans to offer soil, water webinar

Soil and water interac-
tions will be the focus of a 
soil and water management 
webinar workshop spon-
sored by University of Il-
linois Extension on Feb. 20.

The workshop will be 
offered at the Extension 
office in Anna. The office 
is located at 515 E. Vienna 
St., Suite G.

Presentations will be de-
livered by PowerPoint and 
web conferencing from 9 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Lunch will 
be provided.

Those who attend the 
webinar will hear about the 
latest University of Illinois 
research on soil erosion and 
how extreme weather affects 
nutrient transport. 

Other presenters from 
Purdue, Georgia and Mis-
souri will discuss cover crop 

selection, soil microbes, and 
soil health tests.

U of I Extension educa-
tor Duane Friend is co-
ordinating the webinars 
statewide.

Friend said that certified 
crop advisors will receive 
4.5 continuing education 
units in soil and water man-
agement by attending this 
seminar.

Registration is $45 per 
person, which includes 
lunch. The registration 
deadline is Feb. 19. To reg-
ister, or for more informa-
tion, call 833-6363.

Tyler Vaughn
honor student

Tyler Vaughn of Jones-
boro qualified for the fall 
dean’s list at Belmont Uni-
versity in Nashville, Tenn.

Eligibility for the dean’s 
list is based on a minimum 
course load of 12 hours and 
a quality grade point aver-
age of 3.5, with no grade 
below a C.

Meeting slated
The January 2018 meet-

ing of the Shawnee Commu-
nity College Board of Trust-
ees has been rescheduled.

The board plans to meet 
at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Jan. 3.

The meeting will be in 
the Founders Room on the 
college’s main campus near 
Ullin.

Illinois seen as leader in clean energy efforts
The Land of Lincoln 

is the Midwestern leader 
in the charge to add clean 
energy jobs.

That was the message 
Gov. Bruce Rauner deliv-
ered in early December dur-

ing a gathering of innovators 
and business leaders at the 
Environmental Entrepre-
neurs, E2, and Clean Energy 
Trust reception in Chicago. 

The reception coincided 
with the one-year anniversa-

ry of the governor’s signing 
of Illinois’ Future Energy 
Jobs Act, FEJA.

Passage of FEJA has 
put Illinois in line for $180 
million a year in new invest-
ment in renewable resources 
such as wind and solar, state 
officials noted.

According to the Clean 
Jobs Midwest report issued 
in September by E2 and 
Clean Energy Trust, 119,395 
people now work in clean 
energy in Illinois, a 4.8 
percent increase since 2015. 

The industry grew more 
than six times faster than 
overall job growth in the 
state. 

And Illinois leads the 
Midwest in the number of 
clean energy jobs, including 
renewable energy genera-
tion, advanced grid, energy 
efficiency, clean fuels and 
advanced transportation 
sectors.

State officials noted that 
traits which are making Il-
linois especially attractive 
to energy innovators and 
capital investors include 

boasting two of the nation’s 
top 25 patent-producing in-
stitutions: the University of 
Chicago and Northwestern 
University.

With Argonne and Fer-
milab, Illinois also is home 
to two national laboratories. 

The state also ranks in 
the top six in the nation for 
headquartering Fortune 500 
companies. 

Recently unveiled plans 
for the Discovery Partners 
Institute in Chicago and the 
Illinois Innovation Network 
further the appeal.

While FEJA is another 
driver of the state’s energy 
innovation prospects, it also 
protects ratepayers and tax-
payers. 

Consumers are expected 
to see $4 billion or more in 
reduced energy bills over 
the 10-year lifespan of the 
act. 

Provisions of the act pro-
vide millions of dollars to 
assist low-income residents 
through solar infrastructure 
installation jobs training 
and more.

$13.5 million settlement
in pharmaceutical case

A $13.5 million multi-
state settlement with Boeh-
ringer Ingelheim Pharma-
ceuticals Inc., BIPI, has 
been announced.

The settlement resolves 
allegations that the com-
pany misled consumers 
about four of its prescrip-
tion drugs, Illinois Attorney 
General Lisa Madigan said.

Madigan and 50 other  
attorneys general sued BIPI, 
alleging the company made 
misrepresentations when 
marketing four of its pre-
scription drugs. 

According to Madigan’s 
complaint, BIPI’s off-label 
marketing practices for Mi-
cardis, Aggrenox, Atrovent 
and Combivent misrepre-
sented facts about the drugs.

Madigan said in a news 
release that the misrepre-
sentations included that the 
drugs had received federal 
approvals, had certain in-
gredients, could be used 
for certain conditions and 
would result in certain ben-
efits. 

Madigan’s complaint al-
leged BIPI falsely claimed 
that its antiplatelet drug, 
Aggrenox, could be used 
for conditions such as heart 
attacks and congestive heart 
failure, and that it was su-
perior to similar competi-
tors’ drugs even though the 
company had no evidence 
to substantiate that claim. 
BIPI also falsely advertised 
that taking Micardis would 
protect patients from early 
morning strokes and heart 
attacks and would treat 
metabolic syndrome. 

The company falsely 
claimed that Combivent 
could be used as a first-line 
treatment for symptoms of 
chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease, COPD. 

And, Madigan stated, 
BIPI falsely stated that Atro-
vent and Combivent were 
essential for treating COPD 
and could be used at doses 
exceeding the maximum 
dosage recommendation on 
the label.    

The settlement requires 
BIPI to ensure that its mar-
keting and promotional 
practices do not unlawfully 
promote these prescription 
drugs. 

Under the settlement, Il-
linois will receive more than 
$535,000. The judgment is 
subject to court approval.

Bike trail
temporary
closing slated

The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers at Rend Lake 
reports that a portion of the 
North Sandusky Bike Trail 
will be temporarily closed 
to all users for the removal 
of hazardous trees. 

The portion of trail to be 
closed begins at the entrance 
to the North Sandusky Rec-
reation Area and ends at 
the south gate near the San-
dusky Cove bridge.  

The closure is scheduled 
to begin at 7 a.m. on Tues-
day, Jan. 2. Plans call for 
the trail to be reopened on 
Jan. 22.

All portions of the Rend 
Lake bike trail that are af-
fected by closures will be 
posted with upcoming clo-
sure dates.  

Updated information will 
be posted on the Rend Lake 
Project Office/Visitor Center 
Facebook page.  

For more information, 
contact the Rend Lake Proj-
ect Office and Visitor Center 
at 618-724-2493.
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Chamness
Care

Cobden • Anna
Jonesboro

From all of us to all 
of you, sincere

best wishes and 
heartfelt thanks.

L&P
Carpet

4155 E. Vienna St.

833-8913
www.lpcarpet.com

We wish you a 
bright and exciting 

new year.

Jacobs & crabtree
Dr. Merriman

Doctors of optometry
316 S. Main • Anna • (618) 833-3777

Happy New Year

Mary Gorst
125 Leigh Ave., Ste. B • Anna, IL
MGorst@ShelterInsurance.com
ShelterInsurance.com/MGorst

618-833-7674

Auto • Home • Life

7420 U.S. Hwy. 51 South • P.O.  Box 100 • Dongola, IL 62926
(800) 762-1400 or (618) 827-3555

Happy New Year
from all of us at

307 E. Davie Street
Anna, IL • 833-6916

Residential • CommeRCial
sales • seRviCe • installation

new Construction
Renovation • Repairs

A Toast to All 
Our Customers 

and Friends
Here's to a happy and 
prosperous new year!

We wish each of  you a 
joyous holiday.

Bill Ballard
Attorney at Law and Staff

Anna
833-6432

Independence Day fireworks in Anna
A traditional Independence Day fireworks display was presented Tuesday night, July 4th, at the Anna 

City Park in Anna. The display was surrounded by uncertainty after the company which had been con-
tracted to present the fireworks was not able to do so due to a licensing issue. Initially, it appeared as 
if there would not be any fireworks. However, Anna resident Brad Dawson stepped forward at nearly 
the last moment and made a show possible. Dawson has been a pyrotechnical hobbyist for 10 years 
who was contacted and agreed to do the show in Anna. Work to set up the fireworks began at noon on 
July 4th. The show featured 4,900 shots. Some of those shots were fireworks which Dawson himself 
had created. A large and appreciative crowd was on hand to see the 2017 show at the Anna City Park. 
Those in the audience applauded a number of times during the show which Dawson presented. The 
presentation of the show was coordinated through the Anna Fire Department and was made possible 
due to the work of many others.

In concluding his Ad-
vent messages, Pastor Mark 
Hasty repeated the general 
theme that Advent “is more 
than just a waiting and 
anticipation time. It is a 
preparation, not only for the 
celebration of Christmas, 
but preparation for the end 
of time.”   

Pastor Mark encouraged 
his listeners “to have your 
Christmas celebrations, but 
let us remember that with-
out Jesus, it’s just another 
winter weekend.”

Mt Moriah’s prayer list 
includes those in need of 
healing: Karen Toler, Will 
Eidson, Beth Martin, Alma 
Osterholm, Edward Becker, 
Daniel Seddon, Gladys 
Freeze, Ed Lee, Gary Da-
vis,  Adalee Davie, Paula 
Keistler, Betty Brown, Paul 
Wittke, Bobbie Adams, 

Denise Garner,  Natalie 
Wood, Bob Manus, Spencer 
Hammond, Nancy Lyerla 
and David Stanley, Jr., Jim 
Clark, Kenny Roach, Pam 
Wheaton, Ron Tomme and 
Mary Helen Ury.

Prayer was offered for 
those grieving for Irene 
Becker, Jill P. Bell, Betty 
Sue Elkins and Hadley 
Ashby.

Gratitude was extended 
to Mt. Moriah and Sa-
lem church members who 
have participated as bell 
ringing kettle collectors. 
Proceeds from the annual 
red kettle fund raiser go to 
the Union County Alliance 
of Churches for local as-
sistance projects.

On Sunday, Dec. 31, 
New Year’s Eve, there will 
be one joint service at Mt. 
Moriah at 10 a.m.

News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church, Anna

Legislator closes out 2017 by traveling across 59th District
A Southern Illinois leg-

islator has been spending 
the final few weeks of 2017 
traveling across the district, 
visiting a southern-based 
business for its bicenten-
nial unveiling, touring local 
facilities in both Cairo and 
Marion, and getting in the 
holiday spirit by joining 
community members across 
the district for Christmas 
celebrations.

On Dec. 15, State Sen. 
Dale Fowler, R-Harrisburg, 
joined Pepsi MidAmerica 
for the unveiling of its com-
memorative bicentennial 
Pepsi can. 

Fowler said the success-
ful Southern Illinois busi-
ness is joining the state’s 
bicentennial celebration, 
lending its product as a 
platform to promote Illinois’ 
200th birthday celebration. 

Fowler said that he is 
proud to have the family-
owned business call Marion 
home, continuing to grow 
and prosper while providing 
jobs in the community.

Fowler joined members 
of the community on Dec. 
16 for a wreath-laying cer-
emony at the Mound City 
National Cemetery. 

The ceremony took place 
in recognition of National 
Wreaths Across America 
Day, a national movement 
to honor and remember the 
veterans who have died, 
and to teach a younger gen-
eration about the sacrifices 
made by the brave men and 
women who serve in the 
military.

After spending the morn-
ing paying respects to fallen 
veterans, Fowler welcomed 
Gov. Bruce Rauner to the 
59th District. 

Fowler joined the gov-
ernor for a visit with the 
owners and employees of 
Shear Perfection Barber 

Shop before attending a 
tour of the Little Egypt Es-
tates, a private, low-income 
housing option in Southern 
Illinois. 

With the ongoing hous-
ing crisis in Cairo and con-
tinued discussions about 
bringing a river port to the 
area, Fowler said he was 
excited to see attention be-
ing given to the people, 
businesses and communities 
in the region.

Fowler spent the week 
leading up to Christmas 
getting in the holiday spirit, 
stopping by the Golden 
Circle Senior Center in 
Harrisburg for the center’s 
annual Christmas party. 

Fowler said he was also 
honored to be invited to the 
West Frankfort Junior High 
School to attend the school’s 

yearly Christmas festivities. 
Rounding out the holi-

day celebrations, Fowler 
ended the week by joining 
city department employees 
for their City of Eldorado 
Christmas party at the local 
community center.

Fowler also joined the 
residents of Liberty Village 
in Marion for lunch, receiv-
ing a tour of the facility and 
taking the opportunity to 
hear concerns and questions 
from those who live in the 
facility. Liberty Village is 
a not-for-profit that offers 
a wide arrange of hous-

ing options and services in 
Marion.

At the dawning of a new 
year and with the upcoming 
spring legislative session, 
Fowler said “it has been a 
blessing to have the oppor-
tunity to represent the 59th 
Senate District.” 

The first-year lawmaker  
said he wanted to end the 
year “by wishing everyone 
in the 59th Senate District a 
very Merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year and is 
looking forward to another 
year of serving the people of 
this district.”
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THURSDAY DECEMBER 28, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams (4:15) Col lege
Foot ball (Live)
(HD)

Seinfeld Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D “Agnelli” “In vin ci ble” (‘06)
(HD)

“Cer tain
Women” Strong 
women.:30 Seinfeld Ra ven (:50) “The Zoo -

keeper’s Wife”
(‘17) Re sis tance
work. (HD)7 PM To Tell the Truth

(HD)
Big Bang Gotham Ask for

help.
Super store Seinfeld Law & Or der:

SVU
Andi Mack “War lock” War -

lock seeks book.:30 Young Will Grace Score board Seinfeld Stuck Mid. SMILF

8 PM Pyr a mid (HD) (:01) Mom (:01) The Orville
(HD)

Will Grace Col lege Foot ball 
“2017 Valero Al -
amo Bowl” Stan -
ford vs TCU
(Live) (HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU

Bizaard “Per sonal
Shop per” (‘16)
Woman
haunted.

:30 Pieces Great News Big Bang Ra ven (:45) “War lock:
The Ar ma ged -
don” (‘93) (HD)9 PM Match Game

(HD)
S.W.A.T.
“Pamilya”

Lo cal Pro grams Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Big Bang Dam na tion (HD) Un der cover Real Sports -
Gumbel:30 Big Bang Liv Maddie

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Conan Taran
Killam.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Bizaard Box ing’s Best of
2017

Gig o los

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Ra ven “War lock III”
House holds se -
cret.

Gig o los

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Drop Mic Law & Or der:
SVU

Stuck Mid. Fight Game “Rush: Time”
(‘16):30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Conan BUNK’D “Great Wall”

FRIDAY DECEMBER 29, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Foot ball
(HD)

Seinfeld Mod Fam ily Andi Mack “Gran Torino”
(‘09)

“Road to Per di -
tion”

“Bad Moms”
(‘16) Mila Kunis.
Mom goes wild.:30 Seinfeld Mod Fam ily Andi Mack

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) MacGyver
“Ruler”

Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Pregame aa “You
Don’t Mess
with the
Zohan” Sol dier
styles hair.

Mod Fam ily “Mr. Pop per’s
Pen guins” (‘11)

“John Wick:
Chap ter 2" Out
of re tire ment.

aaa “War
Dogs” (‘16)
Over their
heads. (HD)

:30 Cot ton Bowl
Clas sic USC
Tro jans vs Ohio
State Buck eyes
(Live) (HD)

Mod Fam ily

8 PM (:01) 20/20 (HD) Ha waii Five-0
(HD)

Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mod Fam ily SMILF

:30 Mod Fam ily Ra ven SMILF

9 PM (:01) 20/20 (HD) Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Mod Fam ily Un der cover All Com edy (:55) “Boiler
Room” (‘00)
Cor rupt busi -
ness.

SMILF

:30 “Bruce Al -
mighty” (‘03)
Man gets power.
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Liv Maddie All Com edy SMILF

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Mod Fam ily Un der cover Box ing’s Best of
2017

SMILF

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Andi Mack SMILF

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Andi Mack aaa “Deep -
water” (‘16)

(:55) “Iden tity”
(‘03)

SMILF

:30 Night line Corden Late Night ELEAGUE Mod Fam ily BUNK’D “Hate ful”

THURSDAY
7:00pm

FOX Gotham “A Dark Knight: They Who Hide
Be hind Masks” Gordon goes to see Car mine
Falcone in Mi ami to ask for his as sis tance
against Pen guin; Bruce gets Pen guin’s at ten -
tion at an auc tion at the Ice berg Lounge. TV14
(HD)

7:30pm
NBC Will & Grace A gay law yer of fers his
best friend a place to stay af ter she and her
worth less boy friend split, but the tem po rary
sit u a tion be comes a per ma nent com fort. TV14 
(HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

CBS MacGyver “Ruler” Bozer’s first over -
seas mis sion goes hay wire, as the team are
blamed for a ter ror ist bomb ing, lead ing to their 
dis avowal from by the Phoe nix Foun da tion.
TV14 (HD)

7:30pm
ESPN 2017 Good year Cot ton Bowl Clas -
sic USC leads the se ries with Ohio State,
13-9-1, and has won the last seven meet ings,
in clud ing an 18-15 vic tory in 2009, and USC is
4-3 in postseason en coun ters. (HD)

7:00pm
ABC The Bach e lor “Count down to Arie”
Host Chris Har ri son re vis its Arie’s first re al ity
TV dat ing ex pe ri ence with Em ily Maynard on
“The Bachelorette,” where he fin ished as the
run ner-up. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
SHOW Shame less “Oc cupy Fiona” Fiona’s
pa tience and re solve is tested by Ian when he
brings a messy “Oc cupy Fiona” move ment to
her front door; Lip strug gles to get Pro fes sor
Youens to court. TVMA (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY DECEMBER 30, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Fi esta B. Seinfeld Law & Or der:
SVU

Aus tin “Dare devil” (‘03)
(HD)

“Mil lion aire”
(‘09) (R)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Pre/Post Seinfeld Un der cover

7 PM Bach e lor (HD) To Be An -
nounced

The Gifted (HD) Date line NBC In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Cap i tal One Or -
ange Bowl Mi -
ami Hur ri canes
vs Wis con sin
Badg ers (Live)
(HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU

ac “Spy Kids: 
All the Time”
(‘11)

“King Ar thur:
Leg end of the
Sword” (‘17)

“The Blues
Broth ers” Mis -
sion from God.
(R)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Big Bang

8 PM Match Game
(HD)

To Be An -
nounced

Le thal Weapon
(HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU

Shame less (HD)

:30 Big Bang Stuck Mid.

9 PM Ten Days 48 Hours Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D High Maint “Na tional Lam -
poon’s An i mal
House” (‘78)

“Of fice Christ -
mas Party”
(‘16):30 Big Bang Bizaard All Com edy

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal in for ma -
tion.

Hell’s Kitchen
(HD)

Lo cal Fron tal Mod Fam ily Walk Prank All Com edy

:30 (:29) Sat ur day
Night Live (HD)

(:50)
SportsCenter
with Scott (HD)

Joker Wild Mod Fam ily MECH-X4 (:45) “King Ar -
thur: Leg end”
(‘17)

(:45) aac

“Palm Swings”
(‘17) (HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Drop Mic Mod Fam ily Un der cover (:05) “War Dogs”

(‘16):30 2 Broke Mod Fam ily Un der cover

MONDAY JANUARY 1, 2018
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM World News Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2018 Rose Bowl 
Game (Live)
(HD)

“Knocked Up”
(‘07)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Stuck Mid. (:13) “Harry
Pot ter and the
Or der of the
Phoe nix” (‘07)

aac “Black
Sea” (‘14)

“Mid dle School”
(‘16):30 Lo cal Stuck Mid.

7 PM The Bach e lor
Arie Luyendyk
Jr. (HD)

Big Bang Lu ci fer (HD) The Wall (HD) Fam ily Guy WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

Stuck Mid. “Alien - Di rec -
tor’s Cut” A
deadly par a site.

aaa “The
Light Be tween
Oceans” (‘16)
(HD)

:30 Young 2018 Allstate
Sugar Bowl Al a -
bama Crim son
Tide vs Clemson 
Ti gers (Live)
(HD)

Fam ily Guy Stuck Mid.

8 PM Young The Gifted “3 X
1"

Late (HD) Fam ily Guy Bizaard

:30 Young Fam ily Guy Bizaard (:32) aaa

“Harry Pot ter
and the
Half-Blood
Prince” (‘09)

9 PM The Good Doc -
tor

SEAL Team
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Late (HD) Am. Dad BUNK’D “Aliens” (‘86)
Plan e tary col o -
nists dis ap pear.

SMILF

:30 Am. Dad Jessie (:45) Shame less
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Adam

Sandler.
Foot ball Andi Mack

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Foot ball Stuck Mid. SMILF

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Postgame Brook lyn (:20) CSI: Crime
(HD)

Un der cover (:06) “Hal lows 1"
(‘10)

“Mes sen ger”
(‘14) (R)

(:15) Shame less
(HD):30 Night line Corden Late Night SC (HD) Conan Good Luck

TUESDAY JANUARY 2, 2018
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Big Bang Law & Or der:
SVU

BUNK’D “Deep water” “The Body -
guard” (R)

(5:05) “Scream”
(‘96):30 Big Bang Ra ven To night

7 PM The Mid dle NCIS “High Tide”
(HD)

Le thal Weapon
(HD)

El len’s (HD) Big Bang WWE
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

Andi Mack “In a Val ley of
Vi o lence” (‘16)
(R)

aa “All About 
Steve” (‘09)
(HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Fresh Off Big Bang Stuck Mid.

8 PM black-ish Bull Jew elry
store.

LA Ve gas El len’s (HD) Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Big Bang Bizaard In side the NFL
(HD):30 Mod Fam ily The Mick Big Bang Bizaard Fight Game (:40) “The Wed -

ding Singer”
(‘98)9 PM Kevin (HD) NCIS: New Or -

leans
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Joker Wild Chrisley BUNK’D (:15) aa “I
Love You, Beth 
Coo per” (‘09)
(HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Drop Mic Chrisley Jessie

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Conan Eli jah
Wood.

Mod Fam ily Andi Mack “Her” (‘14)
Joaquin Phoe -
nix. Mod ern
love. (R)

In side the NFL
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Mod Fam ily Stuck Mid.

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Joker Wild Mod Fam ily Un der cover All Com edy SMILF

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Mod Fam ily Good Luck All Com edy “Brim stone”

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 3, 2018
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Count down
(HD)

Big Bang NCIS “Be ing
Bad”

BUNK’D “Zookeepers” “The Fu gi tive”
(‘93)

“U-571" (‘00,
Ac tion) A cap -
tured U-boat.
(HD)

:30 Big Bang Ra ven To night

7 PM Goldbergs Amaz ing Race
(HD)

X-Files (HD) The Black list
“Ruin”

NBA Bas ket ball
Cleve land vs
Boston (Live)
(HD)

Big Bang NCIS (HD) Andi Mack aac “The
Great Wall”
(‘17) (HD)

aaa “War
Dogs” (‘16)
Over their
heads. (HD)

:30 Speech less Big Bang Stuck Mid.

8 PM Mod Fam ily SEAL Team
(HD)

9-1-1 “Pi lot”
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big Bang NCIS “Shell
Game”

Bizaard “Alone in
Berlin” Fight ing
Na zis.:30 House wife Big Bang Bizaard “Do mes tic Dis -

tur bance” (‘01)9 PM Match Game
(HD)

Crim i nal Minds
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big Bang NCIS “Pay to
Play”

BUNK’D (:55) “State of
Play” (‘09) Con -
spir acy found.:30 NBA Bas ket ball

Oklahoma City
vs Los An geles
(Live) (HD)

Fron tal Jessie SMILF

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Conan Anna
Faris.

NCIS
“Homefront”

Andi Mack Real Sports -
Gumbel

(:15) “Ex treme
Movie” (‘08)
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Stuck Mid.

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Fron tal NCIS “Dead Let -
ter”

Un der cover (:15) “Side ways”
(‘04)

“The Nice Guys”
(R):30 Night line Corden Late Night Conan Good Luck “Scarehouse”

SUNDAY
7:00pm

FOX FOX’s New Year’s Eve with Steve
Harvey: Live From Times Square, Part
One Talk show host Steve Harvey is joined by
ce leb rity guests and top mu sic art ists to cel e -
brate the year’s end and wait for the Times
Square Ball to drop. TV14 (HD)

7:30pm
CBS S.W.A.T. “Oc tane” Hondo al lows the
new re cruit to go un der cover for a case;
Hondo pays a visit to the teen ager who was re -
cently shot by a pre vi ous mem ber of the
SWAT team. (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

ABC The Bach e lor Three real es tate agents
are among the 29 bachelorettes who are set to 
com pete for a ro mance with 36-year-old
racecar driver and Arie Luyendyk Jr. TVPG
(HD)

8:00pm
NBC Better Late Than Never “Swe den - I’m 
a Vi king!” Terry Bradshaw re joins the guys for
an ad ven ture to Swe den, where they be come
im mersed in their sur round ings as they in ter -
act with the lo cal pop u la tion. TV14 (HD)

7:00pm
SHOW Shame less “Frank’s North ern Shut tle 
Ex press” Frank starts a suc cess ful im port-ex -
port busi ness; Fiona con sid ers mov ing into
her own place af ter Ford shows her a side of
Chi cago she’s never seen. TVMA (HD)

8:00pm
FOX LA to Ve gas “Pi lot” Crew mem bers
work ing for a bud get air line deal with the con -
stant chaos of help ing their ec cen tric pas sen -
gers on a flight from Los An geles to Las Ve gas. 
TV14 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
NBC The Black list “Ruin” Liz ditches her old
life and seeks a fresh start in a place where no
one knows any thing about her, but an un ex -
pected threat co mes her way. TV14 (HD)

8:00pm
CBS SEAL Team “Pat tern of Life” While Ja -
son and the SEAL Team search for a cell
phone con nected to a ter ror ist net work in Ye -
men, ten sions quickly es ca late when they in -
ter ro gate a fam ily. TV14 (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY DECEMBER 31, 2017
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Home Vid eos
(HD)

NFL (Live) NFL (Live) Foot ball Night
(Live)

Col lege Bball
(Live)

Fam ily Guy Law & Or der:
SVU

“De scen dants
2"

(4:35) “Lo gan”
(‘17)

“The Big
Lebowski”

aac “Of fice
Christ mas
Party” (‘16) Epic 
party.

:30 60 Min utes (HD) OT (Live) Fam ily Guy

7 PM Dick Clark’s
Primetime “Part
1" (HD)

FOX’s New
Year’s Eve End
of 2017. (HD)

(:20) Sunday
Night Foot ball
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

“New Year’s
Eve” (‘11) Tales 
of love in New
York City.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Andi Mack aaa “Kong:
Skull Is land”
Realm of mon -
sters.

“Ta ble 19" (‘17) 
Un like strang ers.:30 S.W.A.T. “Oc -

tane”
Andi Mack

8 PM E:60 (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Bizaard Shame less (HD)

:30 SEAL Team
(HD)

Un der cover “The Lay over”
(‘17) (R) (HD)9 PM Dick Clark’s

“Part 2"
Lo cal Pro grams E:60 (HD) Law & Or der:

SVU
Liv Maddie “King Ar thur:

Leg end of the
Sword” (‘17)

SMILF

:30 Bull “Dressed To
Kill”

“New Year’s
Eve” (‘11) Tales 
of love in New
York City.

Girl World SMILF

10 PM Lo cal FOX’s New
Year’s Eve (HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Aus tin & Jessie &
Ally

“Strange Days”
(‘95) Fu tur is tic
cover-up. (HD)

Shame less (HD)

:30 Dick Clark’s
New Year’s
“Part 1"

Lo cal Lo cal

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Meet the Press
(HD)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Stuck Mid. (:10) aa

“Shades” (‘17)
SMILF

:30 Lo cal BUNK’D Shame less

Television Listings

88 Richview Dr.
Anna, IL 62906

833-6272
101 Foster

Ullin, IL 62992
(618) 845-3838

Before the clock 
strikes the final 

hour, we resolve 
to give you our 

very best wishes 
for a fabulous 
and fun-filled 

year.

Rt. 146 & 51
Anna, IL
833-8592

River to River Relay 
Cold rain, chilly temperatures and blustery winds were the backdrop for April’s 2017 River to River Relay. The event began in Union County and ended 

in Golconda. The relay was coordinated by the River to River Runners Club and featured 250 teams of eight runners each. The accompanying photographs 
were taken early Saturday morning in Cobden. One of the relay’s exchange points was located in downtown Cobden.

Master Gardener
training set for 2018

The University of Il-
linois Master Gardener 
program plans to offer 
spring 2018 training on 
Tuesdays, from Jan. 30 
through April 17.

Classes are scheduled to 
meet from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each Tuesday at the Mees 
Center at John A. Logan 
College in Carterville. 

Speakers from Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension 
are scheduled to cover a 
different topic each week, 
including botany, insects, 
soils and invasive species, 
among others.

Master Gardeners are 
volunteers who provide 
service to their community 
by engaging in educational 
outreach and addressing 
horticultural problems. 

To become a Master 
Gardener, a person would 
attend the training ses-
sions, pass a final exam 
and complete a 60 hour 
volunteer internship within 
a year. 

To remain an active 
Master Gardener, a person 
would complete 30 volun-
teer hours and 10 hours of 
continuing education each 
year. 

Organizers noted there 
are many opportunities 
to volunteer in the com-
munity. 

Volunteers can fill guest 
speaker requests about 
gardening topics, care for 

a pollinator garden or start 
a new volunteer project.

“We have very few ac-
tive Master Gardeners in 
Alexander, Johnson, Mas-
sac, Pulaski and Union 
counties. We are look-
ing for anyone interested 
in gardening who has a 
passion for learning and 
sharing their knowledge 
with others,” said Erin 
Medvecz, a University of 
Illinois Extension educa-
tor, who is coordinating 
the local training for the 
five-county area. 

To apply for the pro-
gram, persons are asked 
to fill out an application 
before Jan. 16, 2018. 

Acceptance into the pro-
gram will require a man-
datory background check 
and an informal in-person 
interview. 

The program has a $200 
fee, which covers the cost 
of the trainings and a Mas-
ter Gardener manual. 

To receive an applica-
tion, call a local Extension 
office or go online to http://
web.extension.illinois.edu/
ajmpu/mg/. For more infor-
mation, contact Medvecz at 
618-833-6363. 
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Please read this. . .             by Geof Skinner

...the journey continues...

July 6. Goodness. Start-
ing second half of the year 
on this adventure. Time 
flies.

Speaking of flying, or 
not, today: S'no geese. Not 
snow geese. Is no geese. 
Sorry. Didn't see any of the 
goose family. Maybe they 
are looking for someplace 
to stay cool, 'cause it's sure 
warm and humid. 

Upon arrival, could hear 
two crows calling. Several 
hawks, too. And, strangely 
enough, heard the sounds 
of a power tool off in the 
distance.

Lots and lots of drag-
onflies flying today. Guess 
they like the weather.

While on walk around 
pond, a hawk flew right 
overhead. I'd like to think 
we made eye contact. Prob-
ably not. At least the critter 
wasn't looking for a mid-
afternoon snack. 

July 13. Hot. Hot. Hot. 
Heat index approximately 
152 degrees. A goose was 
making a cup of tea in the 
pond. At least there was a 
breeze.

Squirrels and robins 
were quite busy, in spite of 
the heat and humidity. Did 
not see a single turtle.

A couple of young folks 
were riding bicycles at the 
picnic grounds. At one 
point, I heard one of them 
saying something about a 
photographer. "That's what 
I want to do when I grow 
up," the other responded. 
Made my heart feel good. 

July 20. HOT. HOT. 
HOT. Even hotter than last 
week. The picnic grounds 
were pretty quiet today. A 
bit of a breeze offered some 
relief in stifling heat and 
humidity.

A fellow was jogging 
at about 2:30 in the after-
noon. "I'm addicted," he 
said about running. 

Only one goose was 
spotted today. (Footnote: 
made a "pit stop" at the 
picnic grounds on Friday 
morning of this. The same 
lone goose, I think, was 
standing near the parking 
lot, calling...and calling...)

July 27. Today's visit 
was "magical," for lack of 
a better word.

(Another word which 
came to mind was "humid." 
As in the summer air was 
thick as the proverbial pea 
soup.)

Not long prior to a mid-
afternoon visit, there had 
been a bit of a downpour. 
By the time I arrived, the 
rain had stopped.

...a year of visits to the 
Lincoln Memorial Picnic 
Grounds in Jonesboro...
continued from last week...

***

Still ,  there was the 
rhythmic sound of water 
on leaves in the trees falling 
to the ground, which was 
complemented by a young 
man in the gazebo who was 
playing a guitar.

During a walk on the 
pathway around the pond, 
I paused to watch a black 
swallowtail butterfly which 
appeared to be getting a 
drink or two from the rain 
which had fallen on the 
ground. At one point, the 
butterfly took to the air and 
circled around me a couple 
of times. Magical.

Aug. 3. Warm today. Off 
in the distance (in the south-
west?), thunder is rumbling.

The path around the 
pond was "off limits" today 
due to maintenance work. 
So, I wandered through the 
area of the picnic grounds 
where the statues of Mr. 
Lincoln and Mr. Douglas 
stand watch. 

Can't help but think, as 
this is written, if politics 
during their day might have 
been at least a little more 
cordial than they are today. 
Don't think so. At least Lin-
coln and Douglas wouldn't 
have had to cope with a 
24/7 news cycle. And "fake 
news." 

Did see three black but-
terflies having fun together 
at the butterfly garden. They 
did not cooperate for a pho-
tograph. 

Not a squirrel to be seen 
today.

Aug. 10. Almost forgot 
to do this one...as in, did 
not jot down some thoughts 
until almost a week later. 
The visit was pretty quiet. 
Maintenance work still be-
ing done on path. 

Aug. 17. Only a few 
more days until the total 
solar eclipse on Aug. 21. 
Excitement is building.

Major repair work is 
underway on the path at the 
picnic groups. The work is 
being done to repair dam-
age caused by heavy rains.

Saw more people than 
"wildlife" at the picnic 
grounds today, which was 
very warm and very humid.

Only saw a couple of 
turtles in the pond today. 
The pond is nearly covered 
in what I think is bright 
green algae.

Aug. 24. A good por-
tion of the pond covered in 
green algae. Well, as noted 
previously, I think it's algae. 
Not a turtle to be seen.

A man and a boy were 
fishing today. Couldn't tell 
if they were having any 
success.

 Heard the calling of 
a bird which I could not 
identify. Maybe I need to 
learn more about bird calls.

Aug. 31. Cloudy. Breezy. 
Experiencing remnants of 
what used to be Hurricane 
Harvey.

Today, there are hints of 
autumn; fallen, and falling, 
leaves and their aromas. 

Saw and photographed 
several birds, which I could 
not identify. Again, did not 
see any geese.

The pond is really low 
and almost completely cov-
ered in green "algae." Saw 
three turtles. More than 
half a dozen small frogs 
leaped into the water. Not 
as many dragonflies as in 
recent weeks.

A man was walking his 
Dalmatian. The dog saw 
me and started barking. The 
man assured me that the dog 
was friendly, and excitable.

Sept. 7. Bright, sunny, 
mild day. Today's visit was 
tempered by uncertainty 
surrounding two friends. 

Lots of vehicles in park-
ing lot; more than usual. 
Several others were on 
walks.

At one point, walked 
under a tree and heard what 
sounded like raindrops fall-
ing. Apparently, I was hear-
ing seed pods as they fell 
from the tree. The ground 
underneath the tree was 
"crunchy" from all of the 
pods which had fallen.

Only saw one dragonfly 
today.

Sept. 14. Feels like sum-
mer again. Pond almost 
completely covered in al-
gae. Saw one turtle, couple 
of dragonflies. Heard the 
sound of a leaf blower.

Sept. 21. Thank good-
ness, there was a bit of a 
breeze today. On the way 
to the picnic grounds, a 
weather guy on the radio 
said the heat index in the 
afternoon would be around 
100 degrees. In September.

Saw three turtles, all 
underwater. One dragon-
fly. And a squirrel, which 
was carrying a snack in its 
mouth. As I got closer, the 
squirrel scampered away, 
into the woods. Guess it 
didn't want to share its 
goodies.

Sept. 28. End of Septem-
ber already. Sunny, mild, 
weather much nicer than 
last visit. 

Seemed to be more peo-
ple than I usually see at the 
picnic grounds. Noisier, 
too. Several dogs barking.

Turtles may be getting as 
much sunshine as possible 
before the cold weather 
arrives. 

Not as much algae on 
pond today. Maybe algae 
has a life cycle?

Oct. 5. Warm, no, make 
that hot today. 

Disappointed to find gar-

bage left behind by some-
body who apparently had 
gone fishing at the pond. 
Mostly packaging stuff. 
(Yes, I picked up the trash 
and disposed of it.)

A couple of turt les 
seemed to be enjoying 
the warmth and sunshine. 
Wonder if such days are 
numbered.

Mowing was being done 
today. Large clouds of dust, 
'cause it's been way too dry.

Oct. 12. Overcast. Cool. 
Pond water level up signifi-
cantly; downpours during 
past week probably helped. 
Algae in pond appears to 
be gone. 

Didn't see a turtle. Or a 
dragonfly. More leaves are 
changing colors.

Thiiiiisss close to step-
ping in poop. Real poop. 
Not the emoji.

Oct. 19. Wonderfully 
warm, and sunny, for the 
19th day in the 10th month 
of the year. Maybe that's 
why there were so many 
people at the picnic grounds 
today. Even saw a vehicle 
with a Colorado license 
plate. 

Several people walking 
dogs. Tiny dogs. Trees are 
showing a bit more of a hint 
of autumn's colors. Turtles 
were enjoying the October 
sunshine, too.  

Oct. 20. Bonus visit this 
week. Critter Night. Lots 
of folks out on a very nice 
October evening.

Oct. 26. Goodness. Is 
it really almost the end of 
October? Sunshine. Bright 
blue sky. Breezy. Mild tem-
peratures.

More trees are showing 
more of autumn's colors. 
Wonder how long the dis-
play will last. Lots of leaves 
falling onto the surface of 
the pond. 

As some of the fallen 
leaves scoot across the 
pond, they look like minia-
ture swans.

Turtles still catching 
some rays as they prepare 
for the winter.

"Beautiful day," a fellow 
walker shared as we passed 
on the path. Amen to that.

Just out of curiosity, 
decided to count the num-
ber of steps this adventure 
takes. About a thousand, 
give or take. 

Nov. 2. Is this really No-
vember? Sunshine. Breezy. 
Very warm. Oddly enough, 
nobody else was at the pic-
nic grounds today. 

Nov. 9. An absolutely 
glorious day, especially for 
those of us who like cool, 
crisp and sunny autumn 
afternoons. 

Did not expect to see a 
turtle today. Yet, there it 
was. Basking in the bright 
sunshine, on a log in the 
pond. 

Saw a kingfisher. I think. 
Again, I am hardly a bird 
expert.

Leaves were falling by 
the hundreds. Many are 
bright yellow. 

Don't know how many 
times I walked past some 
rather noteworthy infor-
mation. A map posted on a 
sign at the picnic grounds 
showed the length of the 
pathways which I've been 
walking since January.

The "inside loop" is .24 
of a mile long. The "pond 
loop," which is one yours 
truly has walked the most, 
is .41 of a mile long. The 
"outside loop" is .36 of a 
mile long.

Nov. 16. An absolutely 
beautiful day. Visited the 
picnic grounds in the morn-
ing, just 'cause the schedule 
worked out that way.

Bright blue sky, with 
some white clouds. Chilly. 
Some might even say cold. 
About 40 degrees.

Was a bit surprised to 
actually see a turtle. The 
critter was taking a break 
on the bank of the pond, 
and slllooowwllly eased 
into the water.

Most of the leaves have November 22

November 30

fallen from most of of the 
trees. Hard to believe No-
vember, and the year, are 
coming to an end.

Nov. 22. Visited on a 
Wednesday this week. 
'cause Thursday is Thanks-
giving. Could be in a turkey 
dinner-induced stupor at 
about the time I would 
"normally" go on this little 
adventure.

Visited during the morn-
ing. Cold. Bright blue sky. 
Not a cloud to be seen. Not 
a turtle to be seen this week, 
either.

Did see a heron, which 
was kind enough to pose for 
some pictures. Maybe the 
heron was planning ahead 
for Thanksgiving dinner.

Nov.  30 .  Beaut i fu l 
Thursday. Bright blue sky, 
with a few clouds off the 
south; lots of sunshine.

Saw three turtles. On the 
last day of November. The 
critters were taking in some 
autumn sunshine.

Near the end of today's 
walk, could hear some tap-
ping/thumping in a tree 
above. Way above. Spotted 
two pileated woodpeckers. 

Got acquainted with a 
dog the size of a small bus. 

The human being who ac-
companied the big ol' dog 
said that the critter thinks 
that everybody loves him. 
Thank goodness.

Got in the car to head 
back to the real world. 
Turned on the radio. Ozzy 
was singing "Mama, I'm 
Coming Home." Gosh, I 
thought, I am home. And 
it may not get any better 
than this.

Dec. 7. What a differ-
ence a week makes. Today 
is cold. The light breeze is 
cold. It's the kind of cold 
that makes your eyes tear 
up and your nose drip.

A hawk was calling in 
the distance. Then a crow. 
And another crow.

Most of the tree limbs 
are bare now, which made 
it easier to see a pileated 
woodpecker. Just one this 
week. Way up in the trees. 
Don't think they want to get 
a good picture.

Dec. 14. Cold. Gray sky. 
Squirrels and birds were 
busy little creatures today. 

Goodness. The year is 
almost over...

Dec. 21. Visiting during 
the morning today. All was 
calm. Maybe the critters are 
getting ready for Christmas.

July 27

August 31
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