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News Sgt. Romines’
Notes Highway ceremony

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Memorial Day will be
observed on Monday, May
30. Please remember the
reason for the observance...
***
A number of special Memorial Day observances
and events are planned in
the coming days. Several
services are planned Monday in the Union County
area.
***
If you plan to celebrate
on Memorial Day, please do
not drink and drive.
***
Organizers involved with
Veterans Honor Flight of
Southern Illinois invite everyone to be on hand at the
Veterans Airport in Marion
on Tuesday evening, June 7,
to welcome home veterans
who will be making a trip
to Washington, D.C.
***
Congratulations, once
again, to all of the 2022
graduates from Union
County.
***
Congratulations also go
out to the Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School
and Cobden High School
baseball teams. Both teams
won regional championships.
***
The Union County community garden in Anna
was showcased during an
open house last Sunday.
The garden is located on
the grounds of the Choate
Mental Health and Developmental Center in Anna.
More on this to come...
***
The board for St. John’s
Cemetery near Dongola
notes that due to the continued risk of the COVID-19
virus and rising costs for
food items, there will be
no ice cream suppers again
this year. The board still
welcomes donations for the
upkeep and maintenance of
the historic Union County
cemetery.
(continued on page 2)
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Strongs winds on Friday,
stormy weather on Saturday

Strong winds on Friday were followed by stormy weather on Saturday in
the Union County area. Wind gusts on Friday in the region topped 50 miles
per hour. The National Weather Service office in Paducah reported peak winds
State Rep. Patrick Wind- of Route 146 between Anna
of 51 mph last Friday in Carbondale. Peak winds of 44 mph were reported in
horst, R-Metropolis, and and Vienna as the Sergeant Cape Girardeau. Parts of Southern Illinois, Southeast Missouri and Western
State Sen. Dale Fowler, Brian Romines Memorial Kentucky were under a wind advisory for most of the day on Friday.

R-Harrisburg, partnered
together to pass Illinois
House Joint Resolution
42 – legislation that honors
the life, service and sacrifice of fallen Illinois Army
National Guard Sgt. Brian
Romines by renaming the
section of Illinois Route
146 between Anna and
Vienna as the “Sergeant
Brian Romines Memorial
Highway.”
Sgt. Brian Romines, of
Simpson, and formerly of
Anna, lost his life serving in
Iraq on June 6, 2005.
Windhorst said Sgt. Romines’ family reached out
to him requesting the highway renaming measure.
“I was honored to partner
with Senator Dale Fowler in
advancing HJR 42 through
the House and Senate and
thank my colleagues for
their unanimous support,”
Windhorst said in a news
release.
“Although the bill memorializes the passing of
a beloved son of Southern
Illinois and fallen U.S. service member, the renaming

Highway is an important
step we can take to honor
the service and sacrifice of
Sgt. Romines.”
“It was an honor and
privilege to work with Rep.
Patrick Windhorst on HJR
42,” Fowler said.
“Its passage ensures
the recognition of one of
America’s fallen heroes,
Sgt. Brian Romines. His
dedication and sacrifice for
his country will never be
forgotten,” Senator Fowler
said.
The City of Anna and
Sgt. Romines’ mother,
Melinda Clary, have been
working with Windhorst,
Fowler and the Illinois
National Guard to plan a
renaming ceremony.
The ceremony is set for 3
p.m. Monday, June 6, at the
grandstand at the Anna City
Park. The ceremony will be
open to the public.
Windhorst, Fowler, Anna
city officials and members
of the Illinois National
Guard will be participating
in the ceremony.

Storm clouds rolled into the region at around midday on Saturday. Heavy
rain fell shortly after the completion of a postseason high school baseball
game which was played at Cobden High School. Dana Pearson, the head coach
of the Cobden baseball team, was talking to a reporter after the game...and
before the rain started to fall.

Memorial Day will be
commemorated on Monday,
May 30.
Memorial Day services
and events are planned
throughout the area.
Alto Pass
A Memorial Day ceremony is planned Saturday,
May 28, in Alto Pass.
The service is set for 1
p.m. at the veterans memorial in downtown Alto Pass.
The Alto Pass Area Veterans Memorial Organization is sponsoring the
service.
The ceremony will include a brief presentation
and a three-volley salute.
May 30 Ceremonies:
The Alto Pass veterans also

plan to conduct Memorial
Day ceremonies on Monday, May 30.
Services are set for 10
a.m. at the Alto Pass Cemetery and at 11 a.m. at the
Dutch Ridge Cemetery near
Alto Pass.
The Alto Pass Area Veterans Memorial group is
responsible for creating and
maintaining the Alto Pass
Veterans Memorial.
The memorial honors
U.S. military veterans who
have passed away and are
from the Alto Pass area.
Veterans from the Alto
Pass area are invited to
become members of the
group.
(continued on page 2)

A utility pole was
snapped early last
Friday afternoon in Alto
Pass. Strong winds were
still gusting at the time
the photo was taken.

Memorial Day
services, events
planned in area

A-JCHS class of 2022 commencement ceremony

A maple tree fell across utility lines in Jonesboro
last Friday morning. The incident sparked a fire
at a residence along North Main Street in the
Union County community. The Jonesboro Fire
Department and the Jonesboro Police Department
responded to the scene.

The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School senior class celebrated its 2022 graduation in front of a packed house on Saturday
night, May 21. Inclement weather moved the ceremony into Union Hall gymnasium on the A-JCHS campus, with a secondary
viewing location via webcam in the school’s auditorium. The ceremony had been scheduled to take place outdoors at the A-JCHS
football stadium. Photo by Benjamin Marxer.
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Memorial Day events
(continued from page 1)
Cobden, Anna, Vienna
Memorial Day will be
commemorated with special services which are
planned in Cobden, Anna
and Vienna.
Memorial Day services
are scheduled in Cobden
on May 30:
•At 9 a.m. at the St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery.
•At 9:30 a.m. at the Cobden Cemetery.
A Memorial Day service
is planned at 11 a.m. on
May 30 at Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster
Post No. 3455 of Anna. The
post is located at 70 VFW
Ln. near Anna.
The public is invited to
attend the service. Lunch
will be served following
the Anna VFW post service.
A Memorial Day service
is planned on May 30 in
Vienna.
The service is set for 11
a.m. at the Vienna Public Library. The service is
sponsored by the Daniel
Chapman Chapter National
Society Daughters of the
American Revolution.
Thebes Courthouse
The Thebes Historical
Society plans to host a
Memorial Day weekend
event on Saturday and Sunday, May 28-29. Hours are
scheduled from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. each day.
Tim Cook’s food truck,
Smoky Hill BBQ, will be
serving sandwiches on-site.
The historical society
plans to have sodas, bottled
water and desserts available.
The winning ticket for a
quilt raffle will be drawn at
2 p.m. on May 29.
A community worship

service is planned inside
the courthouse at 10 a.m. on
Sunday. The service will be
presented by the Apostolic
Lighthouse of Thebes.
The Memorial Day
weekend event is the Thebes Historical Society’s
primary fund-raiser for the
year.
The historical society’s
mission is to preserve and
promote the 1848 Thebes
Courthouse, its contents
and grounds – this includes
the 1800s log cabin which
has been moved to the
grounds.
Mound City National
Cemetery
After two years, a Memorial Day program is set to
return to the Mound City
National Cemetery.
The ceremony is set for
10 a.m. Saturday, May 28,
at the national cemetery.
Three students from
Egyptian High School in
Tamms are scheduled to
deliver messages which
first were heard on Veterans
Day.
Guest speaker is scheduled to be Thomas Hovatter, an Annapolis graduate
and U.S. Marine Corps
veteran.
The ceremony also is
scheduled to feature the
placing of memorial
wreaths, singing and more.
A picnic is planned following the ceremony at the
Mound City National Cemetery Preservation Commission Inc. museum at 315 S.
4th St. in Mound City.
Shuttle service is scheduled to be available from
the parking lot of the former
Catholic church located
at the corner of South 5th
Street and Illinois Route 37.

Memorial Day photo
exhibit set in Cobden
The Union County Historical and Genealogy Society is planning to sponsor
a photo exhibit highlighting
Memorial Day celebrations
at the Cobden Cemetery
from the 1920s and 1930s.
The photos, part of a
recent donation to the historical society, are from
the Lockard-Fitch family
collection.
The families lived at
various times in Cobden,
Wolf Lake, Toppington and
Makanda.

Please attend
a local
Memorial Day
service
to honor this
special day.

The men are identified
by their last name on the
back of each photo. Those
names will appear with the
photos.
Four Civil War veterans
are shown in many of the
photos, including James
Nash Fitch, Mr. Finley, Mr.
Walker and Mr. Holloman.
Most of the other men
were local veterans of
World War I and members
of the American Legion.
The exhibit will be on
display at the Cobden
Cemetery chapel during
the annual Memorial Day
ceremony, beginning at 9
a.m. Monday, May 30. The
Memorial Day ceremony
is planned at 9:30 a.m. The
event is free and open to
the public.
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Criminal case against senior staff at Choate
Mental Health, Developmental Center dismissed
By Beth Hundsdorfer
Capitol News Illinois
bhundsdorfer@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The
official misconduct case
against a Choate Mental
Health and Developmental
Center senior staff member
was dismissed on Thursday,
May 19.
Union County State’s Attorney Tyler Tripp dropped
the charges, related to a
cover-up of abuse at the
state-run facility, against
Choate’s quality assurance
manager Gary Goins.
The dismissal allows for
charges to be refiled.
“These cases continue
to be under investigation,”
Tripp said Friday.
He declined further comment.
The state-run Choate
Mental Health and Developmental Center, located
in Anna, houses 225 people
who have developmental
disabilities or mental illness. It is operated by the
Department of Human Services, DHS.
Goins was charged with
one count of official misconduct for obstructing a
criminal investigation.
The charge alleged that
Goins breached DHS inspector general investigative protocols by reviewing
a file pertaining to an active
Illinois State Police investigation of criminal conduct
in order to gain a personal
advantage.
The investigation involved an allegation of
abuse of a patient by Choate staff member Kevin
Jackson, who faces an aggravated battery charge.
Jackson is accused of repeatedly striking a female
patient with a belt and is
scheduled to go on trial on
Sept. 13.
Goins intended to gain
advantage in defense of
his and other administrators’ actions by gathering
information from that file
to cover-up Jackson’s alleged criminal conduct, the
charges alleged.
A court filing stated that

one of the administrators
directed a staff member to
interview the victim before
ISP investigators spoke to
her. This was documented
in a medical chart note that
was later amended at the
direction of Choate administrative staff, according to
court records.
In a motion to dismiss
filed in January, Goins’
attorney Wesley Wilkins
stated that the grand jury
that returned the indictment
against Goins heard inaccurate information.
Wilkins stated in the
motion that his review of
the grand jury transcript
showed that a witness testified that inspector general investigative protocols
were codified in statute
and that violating those
protocols was illegal. That
witness stated a review of
the investigative file by
anyone other than a person
designated as an investigator was a violation of the
protocols.
Wilkins contended that
those statements were incorrect and that the protocols are administrative in
nature, not statutory.
Union County Circuit
Judge Tyler Edmonds dismissed the case against
Teresa Smith, another Choate administrator, based on
similar legal arguments and
a review of the OIG investigative protocols.
The judge stated that the
protocol does not prevent
anyone from reviewing
documents, but instead only
limits who can be designated as an investigator.
Choate director Bryant
Davis and Goins were indicted last June. Davis’
charges were still pending
on Friday, May 20.
Twelve Choate employees have been charged with
felonies in the last two and
half years, including Smith,
Bryant and Goins.
Former mental health
technician Charles W. Mills
is accused of the sexual
assault of a female Choate
resident who has a diagnosis of severe or profound

News Notes
(continued from page 1)
Girl Scouts of Southern
Illinois has annnounced
nine girls who were named
as Outstanding Graduating
Girl Scouts at an annual
Recognition of Excellence
ceremony on Sunday, May
15. Anna Rodgers of Jonesboro was one of the nine
Girl Scouts receiving the
honor.
***
An Alto Pass all-school
reunion is planned Saturday, May 28. Activities will
take place during the day at
the pavilion in downtown
Alto Pass.
***
A May 31 deadline looms
for local students in grades
K-12 to enter a 2022 Pumpkin Town theme poster contest. Entries can be made at
the Here & Now Shop in
downtown Anna or at the
Anna Arts Center.
***
A sure sign of the times...
and the last couple of
years...the motto for the
2022 graduating class at
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School is “We
haven’t had a normal year
since freshman year.”
***
A-JCHS National Prevention Week contest winners included Kacey Pearl,
first place; Brooklynn Eastman, second place; Ruby
Yates, third place; Morgan
Casey and Bree Flick, honorable mention.
***
Cobden Unit School has

received a “generous donation, including several
mountain bikes and mountain bike gear,” from Tom
Welge. He has started a high
school mountain bike club
and hopes to have a junior
high club by next year..and
will utilize the bikes.
***
Southern Seven Health
Department offered free
NARCAN training for city
and county officials and
employees on Friday, May
20, in Cobden, Jonesboro
and Anna.
***
Kirkpatrick Pottery treasures were reported to have
been discovered during a
project in Anna.
***
The Illinois Department
of Transportation was mowing along old U.S. Route 51
in Union County last week.
***
Village-wide yard sale
days are planned June 3-4
in Alto Pass.
***
The Union County clerk
and recorders office is accepting bids through June 3
for a printer/scanner, which
is being sold “as is.”
***
The 2022 Sunset Concert
series is scheduled to kick
off June 30 on the steps of
Shryock Auditorium on the
campus of Southern Illinois
University Carbondale.
Concerts are set to continue
through July 28 at various
venues in Carbondale.

intellectual disability. That
case is pending.
Another mental health
technician, Bradley Cross,
was charged with aggravated battery for allegedly
punching a patient in the
head and pulling their hair.
In other pending cases,
Choate workers Johnny
Brimm, Bobby Lee, Matthew Wiseman and Dalton
Anderson all face aggravated battery charges in
connection with abuse of
patients at Choate. Mark
Allen, Cody Barger and
Jonathan Lingle pleaded
guilty to lesser charges in
connection with the abuse
of patients.
Allen faced three counts
of aggravated battery for
allegedly punching a patient in the face and head,
pushing him to the ground
and kicking him in the head.
He also faced one count of
felony intimidation. In December, he pleaded guilty
to one count of obstructing
justice. The other charges
were dropped.
Allen was sentenced to
two years of probation. As
a condition of probation,

he must complete an anger
management class.
Barger and Lingle were
charged with lying to investigators and failing to
report instances of abuse
that included witnessing a
worker forcing a patient to
drink a cup of hot sauce and
another incident that ended
with a patient sustaining a
broken arm.
Lingle pleaded guilty to
one count of obstruction of
justice and was sentenced
to two years of probation
and 30 hours of community service with credit for
four days in county jail he
served before posting bail.
Barger also pleaded guilty
to one count of obstruction
of justice. He, too, received
a sentence of two years of
probation and 30 hours of
community service.
Capitol News Illinois is
a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service covering state
government that is distributed to more than 400
newspapers statewide. It is
funded primarily by the Illinois Press Foundation and
the Robert R. McCormick
Foundation.

As families continue
to navigate a nationwide
shortage of baby formula,
Attorney General Kwame
Raoul encourages Illinois
residents to be vigilant for
scams by individuals attempting to exploit families
struggling to find muchneeded formula.
“The baby formula shortage continues to impact
families across Illinois. On
top of the stress of locating formula, people must
also be on the lookout for
scammers looking to take
advantage of families’ desperation,” Raoul said in
news release.
“I urge anyone affected
by this shortage to be vigilant for potential scams that
could result in financial

losses or, more seriously,
the inadvertent purchase of
unsafe products.”
Raoul urges consumers
to exercise caution before
buying any product from
unknown sources, particularly from those online.
Raoul also encourages
consumers who are, or believe they have been, the
victim of a scam or price
gouging related to baby
formula to file an online
complaint with the Illinois
Attorney General’s Consumer Fraud Bureau.
Raoul also recommends
that families follow guidance issued by the Federal
Trade Commission and the
Better Business Bureau in
response to the baby formula shortage.

Families urged to be aware of
baby formula shortage scams

Memorial Day
Holiday Schedule
Memorial Day will be commemorated
on Monday, May 30.
Due to the observance of the holiday,
The Gazette-Democrat
will be changing its schedule in order
to meet printing plant deadlines.
The following deadlines will be in
place for the paper which will be
published on Thursday, June 2:
Display Advertising
Noon Tuesday, May 31
Classified Advertising
11 a.m. Tuesday, May 31
Obituaries
10 a.m. Tuesday, May 31
Sports News Items
Noon Friday, May 27
Correspondents,
Church News
Noon Friday, May 27
News Items
Noon Friday, May 27
Items which arrive after the deadlines
will be held for the following week.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Have a safe Memorial Day...
and please remember the reason for
the observance of this holiday.
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SIU seeking tutors to help
students impacted by pandemic

Golden Apple Scholar

Cobden senior Olivia Brumleve has been officially accepted into the Golden
Apple Scholars of Illinois program. From left are Golden Apple president Alan
Nather, Olivia Brumleve, Olivia’s mother Jeanne Brumleve and her father Dan
Brumleve.

Cobden High School senior enters
Golden Apple Scholars program
By Benjamin Marxer
Cobden High School
senior Olivia Brumleve has
become one of the newest
initiates into the Golden
Apple Scholars of Illinois
program.
Started by the Golden
Apple Foundation in 1989,
the Golden Apple Scholars
of Illinois program provides
financial assistance and
support for high school
seniors, as well as freshmen
and sophomores in Illinois
colleges who are working
towards a degree in education.
For Olivia, a passion for
education is a bit of a family
tradition. Olivia’s father,
Dan Brumleve, is a retired
math teacher and a former
faculty member with the
Cobden School District.
“I’ve always been told
that I would be great at it
since grade school, since
that’s what (my father) did,”
said Olivia. “People always
told me, ‘you’re going to be
a teacher and you’re going
to be great at math.’”
They were half correct,
with Olivia’s attending
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale this fall, majoring in agricultural systems
and education with a minor
in biological sciences, with
plans to become a high
school agriculture teacher.
For a time, Olivia had
considered a career path
in physical therapy. But
weighing the benefits led
her back to education.
“Right before senior
year, I took an agricultural
education leadership camp
at SIU,” said Olivia. “And
I had to have a little meeting with myself. Do I want
to do something that will
take a lot more school to
get some more money, and
I could enjoy, but would
probably get tired of it. Or,
one that is less school, and
a little less money, but I
would enjoy it, and down
the line I would probably
get more out of it.”
“After that, I decided,
I’m going into agriculture
education.”
The president of the
Golden Apple Foundation,
Alan Nather, traveled to
Cobden to meet with the
newest member of the program. There he discussed
the dire need the state has
for qualified educators,
particularly in rural areas.
“There were over two
thousand teaching vacancies last year in the state.
It’s been growing year after
year,” said Nather. “And
it’s particularly bad in rural
communities. And what we
need is people who are from
these communities to return
to their communities.”
Through the program,
students are given a wide
array of benefits and support, both while in school
and in the job market.
“They get tuition support,
they get academic and social and emotional support
when they’re undergrads,
they get paid professional
development in the summer.
And they get mentoring in
the early years of teaching.

Section A - Page 3

And in return, they commit
to teaching for five years in
an Illinois school of need.”
For Olivia, job security
was a big appeal to a career
in education.
“I was looking at it like,
you’re guaranteed to get a
job,” said Olivia. “So if I

spend four years, or six if I
get my masters, it’s not going to be a waste. You’re not
going to spend thousands
and thousands of dollars to
not get a job.”
To learn more about the
various programs available
visit GoldenApple.org.

Anna Arts Center hosts
presentation about birds
A good turnout was reported for a “Spring is for
the Birds” presentation on
Tuesday evening, May 17,
hosted by Shawnee Hills
Arts Council at the Anna
Arts Center.
Vickie Lang-Mendenhall
and Tom Caldwell were
guest speakers at the event.
Lang-Mendenhall is vice
president of the Southern
Illinois Audubon Society.
Caldwell is a certified arborist through the International Society of Agriculture.
Caldwell shared advice
on how to attract and sustain the birds to outdoor
spaces.
He said the right native
trees and shrubs offer shelter, food and nesting for migrating and resident birds.
Oaks, willows, red cedar,
crab apple, crab cherry and
maple are a few trees that
attract both resident and
migrating birds. The trees
feature food and shelter for
the birds.
Shrubs offer safety for
the birds. Native trees and
shrubs add beauty to the

landscape as well, he said.
Lang-Mendenhall offered insight into popular
and intriguing birds found
in Southern Illinois.
She described how to
identify birds, talked about
their migration habits and
discussed the lifestyles of
residential birds.
She noted that goldfinches go through a transformation of color throughout the
year. She shared pictures
which showed the transformation.
Lang-Mendenhall said
that bluebirds shelter in
cavities, such as bird houses
and holes in trees. Some
birds are the nesting type,
she said. Many others birds
were discussed.
She advised that a water
source is a good resource
for sustaining bird life near
your home. Ponds, creeks
and bird baths are some examples of water resources.
Bugs provide protein for
birds. Fruit, seeds and nuts
offer additional food for the
birds. She said that feeders
offer an opportunity to see
birds up close.

By Christi Mathis
news.siu.edu
The effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic may be
felt in countless ways for many
years to come, but Southern
Illinois University Carbondale
is launching an intensive, research-based tutoring program
to support the children whose
learning progress stalled because they were unable to
attend classes as usual.
The university is now seeking tutors to work individually
with groups of up to three
children at several area school
districts in conjunction with
the Illinois Tutoring Initiative,
a multi-university program
from the Illinois Board of
Higher Education.
SIU is working with four
area school districts to place
academic tutors with children
in grades 3-8 for reading and
math and online high school
math instruction.
All tutors will be trained
and compensated. University
students, retired teachers and
community members, among
others, are eligible to serve as
tutors in the partner schools.
Southern Illinois Among
Hardest Hit
Christie McIntyre, director
of SIU’s teacher education
program, said the Southern
Illinois region’s schoolchildren
missed out on opportunities to
engage meaningfully with the
content when classes had to
shift to online formats or make
other changes.
Also, some students weren’t
able to readily access internet
or other resources.
In fact, studies found that
nowhere in the state outside
Chicago was the impact so
strongly felt.
“There are 81 schools in
our region that need additional
support, who were disproportionally affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic,” McIntyre said. This tutoring will be
especially beneficial for them.
Initially, SIU is placing
tutors in four school districts:
Herrin, Carbondale District
No. 95, Murphysboro and
Cobden.
McIntyre said officials hope
to add additional districts over
time as the program gets fully
operational. There is already a
waiting list of interested school
districts.

Many Tutors Needed
In grades 3-8, tutors will
work three hours each week for
at least eight to fourteen weeks
per semester. Tutoring will be
in-person, mostly after school.
The participating school
districts will identify the students. Most tutoring will be
one-on-one, although there
will be some sessions of up to
three students per tutor.
The goal is to build meaningful relationships between
the tutors and the children,
and the project includes monitoring the students’ progress,
McIntyre said.
Another key feature of this
program is that the tutoring
will be aligned with the school
curriculum so students will be
moving in the right direction to
achieve the goals established
for their peers and district.
Ideally, SIU would have 40
tutors for each of the school
districts, McIntyre said.
That means literally hundreds of tutors are needed over
the course of the program,
which initially will last two
years and possibly be extended
a third.
Training Provided, Asso-

ciate Degree Needed
To participate, people must
have at least a high school
degree and must pass a background check, which is paid
for by the grant.
They must also complete a
five-hour online training module, created by Illinois State
University.
Tutors will be reimbursed
through the grant at a rate of
$20 per hour for teaching and
planning time, or $30 per hour
if teaching three children at a
time. McIntyre said most tutors
will likely earn about $800 per
month.
This project also offers a
wonderful opportunity to have
a positive influence on the life
of a child and really make a
difference, she said, and it’s
a great resume booster for
current SIU students.
Program administrators
will match tutors and students,
handle oversight of the tutors
and serve as the research hub
for the program.
Anyone who is interested in
becoming a tutor should email
ITI@siu.edu for additional
information or visit the website
at isbe.net.

Eleven high achieving
community college students
from Illinois will be receiving
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale 2022 Provost’s
Scholarships, which covers
tuition and mandatory fees
for two years.
“These high-achieving
students are being named
Provost’s Scholars because of
their hard work and their ability to imagine a better future,”
SIU chancellor Austin A.
Lane said in a news release.
“I am excited to award our
university’s highest honor to
transfer students in our own
backyard and encourage them
to continue their education
close to home.
“Scholarships like this fit in
well with our Imagine 2030
strategic plan, which includes
a pillar for student success and
engagement. We look forward
to seeing our Provost’s Scholars in the fall.”

The students selected for
the scholarships demonstrate
high academic achievement,
a strong record of leadership
in their communities and
participate in numerous extracurricular activities.
Four recipients received
surprise personal visits from
university officials recently.
The scholarship is valued
at over $30,000. The students,
by hometown, name, community college, and primary
program major, included:
Jonesboro: Jessica Cates,
Shawnee Community College, social work.
Galatia: Brooke Jordan,
Southeastern Illinois College,
criminology and criminal
justice.
Harrisburg: Leia Bryant,
Southeastern Illinois College,
English.
Murphysboro: Daleece
Moore, John A. Logan College, elementary education.

Local student among
those receiving Provost
Scholarships from SIU

Congratulations to the Cobden
High School Appleknockers
Regional Champs!

Guest speakers

Vickie Lang-Mendenhall and Tom Caldwell
were guest speakers at a “Spring is for the Birds”
presentation at the Anna Arts Center. Photo
provided.

Way to go Appleknockers!

Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com
Serving you from three locations

201 S. Main Street
Anna • 618-833-8506
23GP24G

1002 Public Square
Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922
24GP
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Three A-JCHS grads
on SIC bowling team

A-J Wildcat Olivia Myers has signed with the
Southeastern Illinois College Falcons bowling
team. Sitting with Meyers is her mother, Beth
Meyers. Standing is SIC women’s bowling coach
Jeff Crowley. Photo provided.

A-J wins regional championship

The Anna-Jonesboro Community High School baseball team won the Illinois High School Association
Class 2A Johnston City regional tournament championship Monday. A-J defeated Hamilton County
10-0 in five innings to claim the regional title. A-J advanced to the title game after a 4-0 win over West
Frankfort. The Wildcats now advance to the Benton sectional tournament as the second seed. A-J is
scheduled to take on Du Quoin at 4 p.m. Thursday, today, in Benton. Photo provided.

A-J baseball heads to sectional play
The Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School
baseball team won an Illinois High School Association Class 2A regional
championship for the 2022
season with a 10-0 shut
out win over Hamilton
County.
The Wildcats got the win
on Monday, May 23, at
the Johnston City regional
tournament.
The game originally
had been scheduled to be

played on Saturday but
was postponed due to bad
weather.
A-J pitcher Ethan Ames
got the victory, pitching
five shut out innings. The
A-J senior allowed 1 hit
and 1 walk, while striking
out 6.
Ames also helped himself on offense, going 2-for3 at the plate with a home
run and 2 RBIs.
Sophomore Drake Hartline went 3-for-3, rounding

the bases 4 times for the
Wildcats.
Mason Watkins went
2-for-3, with a home run, 2
RBIs and 1 run for the day.
Junior Hayden Ralls also
went 2-for-3 at the plate,
tallying 1 RBI and 1 run.
Dylan Harvel went 2-for4 with 3 RBIs for the Wildcats.
Kyle Jarrell was 1-for-2,
and Jake Merriman, Luke
Lasley and Landon Trammel each contributed a run.

The Wildcats now advance to the Benton sectional tournament as the
second seed.
A-J is set to take on Du
Quoin at 4 p.m. Thursday,
today, in Benton.

Gerardi
smokes
competition

Zach Miller from Anna-Jonesboro has signed
with the Southeastern Illinois College Falcons
bowling team. He is pictured with mother,
Roberta Sneddon, and father, Donnie Sneddon.
Standing is SIC bowling coach Jeff Crowley.
Photo provided.

Cobden hosts softball
regional championship game
An Illinois High School Association Class 1A regional championship softball
game was played last Friday afternoon at Cobden High School. Cobden hosted
Goreville in the game. The visitors won the game by a score of 10-0 in six
innings and took home the regional title.

Jadyn Gerardi
Track and field standout
Jadyn “Smoke” Gerardi
of Lick Creek continued
her dominance in distance
running, winning two more
state championships at the
2022 SIJHSAA Class S
state championships. The
event was in Herrin on
Saturday, May 14.
Gerardi finished first in
the girls’1600 meter run
with a time of 5:30:37.
In the girls’ 800 meter
run, Gerardi took first with
a time of 2:22:64, and also
set a state record, beating
the previous top time by
five seconds.
Gerardi finished 11th in
the state in the girls’ long
jump event as well with a
jump of 14-00.25.
Gerardi is not new to
state championship acclaim,
Cobden’s Bianca Vicente pitches for the Appleknockers in Friday’s game.
earning back-to-back first
Katelyn Shadowens was catching for Cobden.
place victories at the SIJHSAA Class S cross country
events in 2020 and 2021.

A-J/Cobden
soccer season
comes to end

The Anna-Jonesboro/
Cobden high school co-op
girls’ soccer team lost to host
Carbondale 5-0 in the Class
A regional Tuesday, May 17.
Goal keeper Hannah Webb
had 15 saves for A-J/Cobden.
A-J/Cobden finished
10-9 overall following the
season-ending loss.
“We had a good season,”
A-J/Cobden head coach
Mark Boomer said. He noted that the team’s roster was
made up of freshmen, sophomores and a few juniors.
Boomer said he hopes
the experience gained by
Cobden’s Makenzie Howell made it safely to second base during the 6th players this season will pay
inning of the regional championship game.
off in the future.

Aden Hopkins is a returning Southeastern
Illinois College bowler from Anna-Jonesboro. He
is pictured with his grandfather, Ed Earnhart, and
his mother, Amy Hopkins. Standing is SIC bowling
coach Jeff Crowley. Photo provided.

Anna-Jonesboro Community High School will
have three of its graduates
bowling for the Southeastern Illinois College Falcons
this fall.
Olivia Myers, Zach
Miller and Aden Hopkins
a (returning sophomore)
signed their intent to bowl
for the team at SIC in Harrisburg.
SIC head bowling coach
Doug Cottom had good

Cobden
players,
coach
honored

Cobden High School
junior Nolan Hand has
been named player of the
year in the South Egyptian
Conference for the 2022
season.
According to Maxpreps.
com, Hand had a .686 batting average with 24 hits
and 26 RBIs for the year.
Hand is one of four Cobden players chosen for the
South Egyptian Conference
all-conference team.
Appleknocker senior
Tyler Franklin and junior
Brock Reynolds were
named to the first team
all-conference roster.
Freshman Reese Hand
was named to the second-team roster.
Cobden baseball team
head coach Dana Pearson
of Cobden was named as
coach of the year for the
SEC.
The Cobden Appleknockers were South Egyptian Conference champions,
with an undefeated record
of 8-0 (12-3 overall).

things to say about each of
these athletes.
“Olivia is someone we
have had on the radar for
several years now. She
possesses a very strong
game. As most players
from the Anna-Jonesboro
program, she is fundamentally sound, and that
equates to adapting to the
college game very quickly,” Cottom said.
“We expect her to contribute right off the bat.
SIC women’s coach Jeff
Crowley is looking forward to having her in the
mix.”
“Zach came in to the
picture rather late but
nonetheless, I am glad he
has chosen us. He’s a big,
strong kid who can really
rev it up. There will be a
learning curve for him at
the start but, he should fit
in nicely with our group,”
Cottom said.
As a returning player, Aden Hopkins was a
“pleasant surprise” this
year, Cottom said.
“I have never seen a kid
be more ready off the bench
than Aden. Most kids take
a half game to get going...
not Aden. He stepped in
and started striking very
quickly,” Cottom said.
“He was our sixth man
most of the season, but will
push for more playing time
next year, and we expect
him to be in the starting
rotation.”
The SIC Falcon bowling
team has been competing since 2018, besting
Division I universities in
regional competition as
a member of the United
States Bowling Congress
Collegiate Bowling.
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SIBSA highlights

The Union County SIBSA shared photographs
of players who have had big hits and plays during
the 2022 season. Photos provided.

Jacob Walker pitched
four innings with 10
Kaegan Craig hit two
strikeouts.
more home runs.

Regional champions

Cobden High School players and coaches gathered at home plate for a team photograph after the
Appleknockers won a regional championship last Saturday. The game was played at Cobden. Cobden
defeated Carrier Mills 4-0 for the regional title.

Merric Meirndorf, JJ Dallas and Tinsley Lang had
a 4-6-3 double play.

Cobden pitcher

Nolan Hand was the winning pitcher for Cobden
High School in a regional championship baseball
game played last Saturday. The game was played
at Cobden. The host team defeated Carrier Mills
4-0. Hand struck out 16 batters and allowed just
two hits. The Cobden pitcher also had a hit and an
RBI and scored a run in the game.

RBI hit

Cobden’s John Fuhrhop follows through on his
swing after connecting for a hit which knocked in a
run during the 6th inning of a high school regional
baseball championship game played last Saturday.
Cobden hosted Carrier Mills in the game. Fuhrhop’s
hit gave Cobden a 4-0 lead, which was the final
score of the game.

Playing patient and smart
baseball, combined with
a strong pitching performance, propelled Cobden
to an Illinois High School
Association Class 1A regional championship last
Saturday.
Host Cobden defeated
Carrier Mills 4-0 for the
regional title. The game was
played Saturday morning
at Blayne Smith Field at
Cobden High School.
With the victory, Cobden
advanced to the Class 1A
sectional at Goreville.
Cobden, 13-3, is scheduled to play at 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, today.
The Appleknockers will
face either Steeleville or
Galatia.
Those teams were playing in a regional champi-

onship game on Saturday at
Steeleville. The game was
put on hold by bad weather.
The game was scheduled to
be completed on Monday.
Cobden advanced to Saturday’s regional title game
with a 15-4 victory over
Egyptian High School of
Tamms on Thursday, May
19.
Carrier Mills defeated
Shawnee 5-2 on May 19
to advance to Saturday’s
championship game.
Cobden’s Nolan Hand
pitched a complete game
shut out on Saturday. Hand
struck out 16 batters while
allowing just two hits and
a walk.
Cobden head coach Dana
Pearson praised his pitcher’s effort.
“He pitched smart,”

Pearson said about Hand.
“He was lights out today.”
“Our pitching’s our
strength,” Pearson said
after Saturday’s game.
Pearson said that Hand
threw 89 pitches in Saturday’s game – 69 of those
pitches were strikes.
The Appleknockers
scored a run in the first
inning to take a 1-0 lead.
Cobden scored three more
runs in the 6th inning to seal
the win. Cobden had six
hits in the game and didn’t
commit any errors.
Cobden catcher Brock
Reynolds was 2-for-3 at the
plate. One of his hits was a
triple. Reynolds also had
two RBIs in the game.
Reynolds also made a
big defensive play in the
game, when he made a

An agreement between
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale and the Scouts
BSA Greater St. Louis Area
Council and Lincoln Heritage Council will provide
educational possibilities
for Scouts in five states and
encourage them to pursue
STEM careers.
Austin A. Lane, chancellor of SIU Carbondale;
Martez Moore, director of
field service of the Greater
St. Louis Area Council, and
David Sikes, director of
field services/COO of the
Lincoln Heritage Council,
recently signed a memorandum of agreement, MOA.
The pact also includes the
option for high school age
BSA members to participate in a career day, potential scholarships for Scouts
who qualify and supporting
BSA’s efforts to employ SIU
students and alumni.
The MOA fits well with
SIU Carbondale’s Imagine
2030 strategic plan, which
includes pillars to foster

student success and build
partnerships, Lane said.
“We are excited to partner with St. Louis Area
Council and Lincoln Heritage Council and to encourage Scouts to imagine
themselves pursuing a college education at a first-rate
doctoral research university
and making an impact after
they graduate, particularly
in STEM fields,” he said.
“With this agreement,
we can plant the seed early
and provide opportunities
that will pay off in the long
term.”
The Greater St. Louis
Area Council served more
than 24,000 young people last year. More than
2,700 participated in STEM
events.
“We are grateful to enhance our partnership with
SIU Carbondale, including
the STEM opportunities,”
Moore said.
“This will be a
game-changer for our
Scouts. On a personal note,

I decided to go to college as
a result of participating in
a Scouting event held on a
college campus. A college
education truly changes
lives. This partnership gives
us the opportunity to place
Scouts on a college campus
early in their lives.”
Lincoln Heritage Council
comprises 64 counties in
Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana
and Tennessee.
“We are always looking
for collaborative efforts with
other organizations,” Sikes
said. “This partnership will
strengthen leadership skills
and development for Scouts
and SIU students.”
This is SIU’s sixth agreement since 2021 with a
school district or youth
organization.
Other recent partners include Carbondale Elementary School District No. 95,
Girls Inc. of St. Louis, East
St. Louis School District
189, Cahokia Unit School
District No. 187 and Girl
Scouts of Southern Illinois.

SIU, Boy Scouts enter agreement to
encourage pursuit of STEM careers

bare-handed catch of a foul
ball pop up.
Nolan Hand helped himself at the plate with a double, a walk and an RBI. He
also scored a run.
Hunter Pitts was 1-for3 and scored a run. Tyler
Franklin went 1-for-2 with
a double while scoring a
run and walking once. John
Fuhrhop went 1-for-3 and
had an RBI.

Police donate
protective
gear to
Ukraine

The Illinois State Police
have announced the donation of more than 3,000
pieces of protective equipment, including body armor, ballistic face shields,
and ballistic helmets to
help the Ukrainian citizens
enduring the Russian invasion.
By U.S. standards, the
equipment can no longer
be used by the Illinois State
Police or any other law
enforcement agency within
Illinois.
Most body armor in the
United States has a standard
five-year life span.
However, the state police
noted, the equipment will
still offer some protection
to civilians, humanitarian
aid workers and others in
the Ukraine.
The surplus equipment
must be disposed of if it is
not donated to the Ukraine.
The state police coordinated the donation with the
Illinois National Guard,
the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security, the
U.S. Department of Commerce and the U.S. Department of State to transport
the equipment as well as
ensure compliance with all
federal and state laws and
regulations.

Reed Crane and JJ Dallas hit home runs.

A-J boys track team
competes at sectional
The Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School
boy’s track team competed
at the Illinois High School
Association Class 2A sectional event on Wednesday,
May 18, at Mascoutah.
In the 100-meter run,
A-J senior Ethan Carver
finished 22nd overall with a
time of 12:02. Senior Zach
Stokes finished 23rd with
12:04.
Ethan Carver finished
19th in the 200-meter run
with a time of 24:98.
A-J senior Beto Vaca
Diez finished in the top 10
in the 400-meter run, finishing 10th with a time of
56:37. Sophomore Adriel
Del Rosario finished 22nd
at 1:03:97.
Junior Matteo Vaca Diez
had a top 10 finish, coming
in 8th in the 800-meter run
with a time of 2:10:02.
Eric Chen of A-J finished
25th in the 800-meter at
2:34:72.
In the 1600-meter finals,
sophomore Zach Henry
finished 20th for A-J at

A-J’s Denny
medals
at state

Anna-Jonesboro Community High School’s
Brodie Denny medaled at
the Illinois High School
Association Class 2A girls
state track and field championships.
The state meet was Saturday, May 21, at Eastern Illinois University in
Charleston.
Denny finished 8th overall in the girls 800-meter
run with a time of 2:21.11,
which was a personal best
for the season.
Denny also ran in the preliminaries of the 1600-meter event.

5:16:48. Junior Yovani Carillo finished 21st with a time
of 5:26:97.
Freshman Lucas Vaca
Diez had a top 10 finish in
the 3200-meter run, coming in 10th with a time
of 11:52:71. A-J sophomore Lucas Hoehner finished 15th in the event at
12:20:53.
A-J’s relay team of Wyatt Wright, Romeo Godinez, Ethan Carver and
Zach Stokes finished in
11th place in the 4x100
meter relay with a time
of 50:53. The foursome
also finished 7th in the
4x200 relay with a time of
1:39:36.
For the 4x400 relay,
Matteo Vaca Diez, Nile
Chotner, Beto Vaca Diez
and Zach Henry finished in
10th place with a time of
3:52:36.
The same group of runners earned the Wildcats’
highest finish for the day,
coming 4th in the 4x800
relay with a time of 8:54:91.
In the shot put event, A-J
freshman Sammy Skuta
finished 26th, recording
a distance of 9.25 meters. Sophomore Edward
Dahmer finished 27th with
7.28 meters.
Sophomore Om Patel
finished 26th in the discus
throw, with a distance of
24.26 meters. Sammy Skuta
finished 27th with 21.75
meters.
Freshman Kyle Conway
came in 16th in the long
jump, recording a 5.03 meter jump. Sophomore Josh
Williams finished 18th with
4.59 meters.
Senior Romeo Godinez
had a 14th place finish in
triple jump, recording a
10.99 meter jump in the finals. Josh Williams finished
17th with a jump of 10.22
meters.
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Memorial Day weekend events
planned at Thebes Courthouse

Mound City National Cemetery – image from the Mound City National Cemetery Preservation Commission Inc. Facebook page.

Mound City National Cemetery opened in 1864
From the website for the
National Park Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior:
The Mound City National Cemetery, located
just outside of Mound City,
Illinois, is one of the oldest
national cemeteries in the
country.
Unique features of the
cemetery include a monument to the Union soldiers
of Illinois dating to 1874,
and the grave of Russianborn Union Brigadier General John Turchin.
The cemetery is also the
site of a superintendent’s
lodge designed in 1880 by
U.S. Army Quartermaster General Montgomery
Meigs.
Although the Mound
City area never saw combat
during the Civil War, its
strategic location near the
junction of the Mississippi,
Ohio, and Cumberland
Rivers made the city an
important naval facility for
the Union.
The repair facility for
the Mississippi Squadron
– a fleet of 80 vessels –
was located here. Three of
these vessels – the ironclad
gunboats USS Cairo, USS
Cincinnati, and the USS
Mound City – were built
in Mound City.
The city’s location also
made it an ideal place for
a major hospital complex.
A hotel and foundry
were converted into hospital buildings which could
serve 1,000 to 1,500 men,
making it one of the largest medical complexes in
the West.
The wounded were often
brought to the city by the
Red Rover, a side-wheeled
steamer that served as a

floating hospital and ambulance between Mound City
and Memphis, Tennessee.
The high number of
casualties at the hospitals
created the need for a cemetery in southern Illinois.
In 1864, Mound City
National Cemetery opened
to inter the dead from the
hospitals at Mound City and
Cairo, Illinois, six miles to
the south.
The Mound City National Cemetery is located
on a small, rectangular lot
one mile outside of town.
Owing to its low elevation, levees originally
surrounded the cemetery,
though today only one levee
remains along the southwest side of the property.
The main entrance sits at
the southwest corner of the
cemetery, marked by stone
piers supporting large iron
gates; smaller pedestrian
gates flank both sides.
From this entrance, a
wide, central pathway
running to the northeast
extends into the middle of
the cemetery and then takes
an abrupt left turn.
The cemetery was expanded in 2007 with ten
new sections added to the
northwest of the historic
cemetery; a separate road
extends into this area, ending in a roundabout.
The most significant
building on site, the superintendent’s lodge, dates to
1880.
Designed by Quartermaster General Montgomery C. Meigs, the lodge
features a Victorian design
with pronounced gables
and highly decorative trimwork. While this style is
common for the time, it

is unusual for Meigs; the
majority of lodges built by
Meigs were designed in the
Second Empire style with a
distinctive mansard roof.
The lodge was modified slightly in the early
1930s when the porch was
enclosed; a utility wing was
added in 1935.
Other structures on site
include a 1931 utility building, a flagpole northeast of
the main entrance from the
same year, a 1939 rectangular rostrum with brick columns and a hipped roof, and
a committal shelter located
northwest of the entrance.
Like all early national
cemeteries, the first graves
were marked with simple
wooden headboards or
numbered stakes, which
were replaced by upright
marble headstones.
The Mound City National Cemetery is the final
resting place for 8,262
soldiers, including 2,759
unknown soldiers, and 27
Confederate soldiers who
died in nearby hospitals.
Also buried here is
Union Brigadier General
John Turchin, who immigrated to the United States
from his native Russia in
1856 and joined the 19th
Illinois Volunteers in 1861.
In 1862, then Colonel
Turchin was court-martialed
after his troops looted Athens, Alabama; he was later
reinstated and promoted by
President Lincoln. Turchin
and his wife are buried
side-by-side in Section F,
Gravesite 5008B and 5008C.
At the very center of the
old cemetery is the Illinois
State Soldiers and Sailors
Monument, consisting of
a sturdy base of granite

and marble, twenty-five
feet square and four feet
high, supporting a 15-foot
tall pedestal topped with a
marble shaft, upon which
rests a marble statue of the
Goddess of Liberty.
At the base of the shaft
are two marble statues of a
soldier and a sailor, which
the State of Illinois donated
in 1874.
A plaque on the south
side of the base dedicates
the monument to “the brave
soldiers and sailors reposing here who fell defending
the flag of our Union.”
Also on site is an artillery
monument composed of a
cast-iron seacoast artillery
gun tube set upright on a
concrete base.
Originally, four such
monuments were located at
the cemetery, though today
only one remains. Two sets
of cast-iron plaques dating
from the 1880s are also
prominently displayed at
the cemetery.
Two plaques located
near the entrance feature
sections from the 1867 Act
to Protect and Establish National Cemeteries and the
1875 General Orders No.
80 of the War Department,
which details the rules and
regulations for the national
cemeteries.
Along the path from
the main entrance to the
rostrum are seven other
cast-iron plaques, each with
a stanza from Theodore
O’Hara’s poem “Bivouac
of the Dead.”
Also on site is a large
cast-iron sign with the text
of the Gettysburg Address.
All were installed in the
late 19th and early 20th
centuries.

Flamm's

400 S. Main St. • Jonesboro, IL • 618-833-2494

Heating & Air Conditioning

319 N. Walker • Cobden • 618-893-2861

Thebes Historical
Society plans to host its
Memorial Day weekend
event on Saturday and
Sunday, May 28-29.
Hours are scheduled
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
each day.
Tim Cook’s food
truck, Smoky Hill BBQ,
will be serving sandwiches on-site.
The historical society
plans to have sodas,
bottled water and desserts available.
The winning ticket
for a quilt raffle will be
drawn at 2 p.m. on May
29.
A community worship service is planned
inside the courthouse at
10 a.m. on Sunday.
Pastor Turner’s
church, Apostolic
Lighthouse of Thebes,
is scheduled to bring the
message and worship

330 S. Main

•

music.
The Memorial Day
weekend event is the
Thebes Historical
Society’s primary fundraiser for the year.
The historical society’s mission is to
preserve and promote
the 1848 Thebes Courthouse, its contents and
grounds – this includes
the 1800s log cabin
which has been moved
to the grounds.
The Thebes Historical Society is a small
group of volunteers
who depend upon the
generous support of the
public to accomplish
their mission.
More information can
be found on the historical society’s website at
www.thebescourthouse.
com and on the society’s
Facebook page: Thebes
Historical Courthouse.

Anna, IL

•

833-WIBH

Come walk through

The Enchanted Garden

Where business is always blooming

114 E. Davie St. • Anna, Ill. • 833-7673

Spanish Oaks Center
Kristie McAllister/Owner, Administrator

833-8013

Duty's Auto Glass

324 Willards Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro, IL

618-833-2923

Brad's Collision Works &
Towing LLC

511 E. Vienna Street • Anna, IL • 618-833-3102

Leigh
Burns
Union County Treasurer
Jonesboro • 618-833-5621
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Auto Wash
164 E. Vienna St. • Anna

City of Jonesboro
618-833-2712

100 E. Vienna • Anna • 618-833-2151

Five Sites for Your Healthcare Needs:
Anna
Dongola
Goreville
513 N. Main Street
318 U.S. Hwy. 51 N
400 S. Broadway
(618) 833-4471
(618) 827-3545
(618) 995-1002
Metropolis		
Vienna
1003 E. 5th Street		
803 North 1st Street
(618) 524-7499		
(618) 658-2811

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing
24 Hour Roadside Service
Light and Heavy Duty Towing/Recovery
"the legacy continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner
2297 State Rt. 146 West

Jonesboro • 618-833-5937

See us for:
Stocks • Bonds • CDs • Mutual Funds • Annuities
Simple & SEP Retirement Plans • 401K Plans

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906

(618) 833-6999

www.edwardjones.com   Member SIPC

Rodney Henry
and
Shawn McMahan

Anna • 618-833-5211
Carbondale • 618-457-1922

521 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-4721
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Memorial Day
Monday, May 30, 2022
memorial day services

MEMORIAL DAY ORDER
Headquarters Grand Army of the Republic,
Washington, D.C., May 5, 1868.
GENERAL ORDERS
No. 11
I. The 30th day of May,
1868 is designated for
the purpose of strewing
with flowers or otherwise
decorating the graves of
comrades who died in
defense of their country
during the late rebellion,
and whose bodies now lie in
almost every city, village,
and hamlet churchyard in
the land. In this observance
no form or ceremony is
prescribed, but posts and
comrades will in their own
way arrange such fitting
services and testimonials
of respect as circumstances
may permit.
We are organized, comrades, as our regulations tell
us, for the purpose, among
other things, “of preserving
and strengthening those
kind and fraternal feelings
which have bound together
the soldiers, sailors and
marines who united to
suppress the late rebellion.” What can aid more
to assure this result than
by cherishing tenderly the
memory of our heroic dead

who made their breasts
a barricade between our
country and its foes? Their
soldier lives were the
reveille of freedom to a
race in chains and their
deaths the tattoo of rebellious tyranny in arms. We
should guard their graves
with sacred vigilance. All
that the consecrated wealth
and taste of the nation can
add to their adornment
and security is but a fitting
tribute to the memory of
her slain defenders. Let no
wanton foot tread rudely
on such hallowed grounds.
Let pleasant paths invite
the coming and going of
reverent visitors and fond
mourners. Let no vandalism of avarice or neglect,
no ravages of time, testify
to the present or to the
coming generations that
we have forgotten, as a
people, the cost of a free
and undivided republic.
If other eyes grow dull
and other hands slack, and
other hearts cold in the
solemn trust, ours shall

Memorial Day will be
commemorated with special
services which are planned
in Cobden, Anna and Vienna.
Memorial Day is Monday, May 30.
Memorial Day services
are scheduled in Cobden on
May 30:
•At 9 a.m. at the St. Joseph
Catholic Cemetery.
•At 9:30 a.m. at the Cobden Cemetery.
A Memorial Day service
is planned at 11 a.m. on May
30 at Veterans of Foreign
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post

No. 3455 of Anna. The post
is located at 70 VFW Ln.
near Anna.
The public is invited to
attend the service. Lunch
will be served following the
Anna VFW post service.
A Memorial Day service
is planned on May 30 in
Vienna.
The service is set for 11
a.m. at the Vienna Public
Library. The service is
sponsored by the Daniel
Chapman Chapter National
Society Daughters of the
American Revolution.

Memorial Day services set
in Cobden, Anna, Vienna

Alto Pass veterans group
plans Memorial Day events
A Memorial Day ceremony is planned Saturday,
May 28, in Alto Pass.
The service is set for 1
p.m. at the veterans memorial in downtown Alto Pass.
The Alto Pass Area Veterans Memorial Organization
is sponsoring the service.
The ceremony will include a brief presentation
and a three-volley salute.
May 30 Ceremonies
The veterans also plan
to conduct Memorial Day
ceremonies on Monday,
May 30.

Services are set for 10
a.m. at the Alto Pass Cemetery and at 11 a.m. at the
Dutch Ridge Cemetery near
Alto Pass.
The Alto Pass Area Veterans Memorial group is
responsible for creating and
maintaining the Alto Pass
Veterans Memorial.
The memorial honors
U.S. military veterans who
have passed away and are
from the Alto Pass area.
Veterans from the Alto
Pass area are invited to become members of the group.

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL
(618) 833-8755

keep it well as long as the
light and warmth of life
remains in us.
Let us, then, at the time
appointed, gather around
their sacred remains and
garland the passionless
mounds above them with
choicest flowers of springtime; let us raise above them 2021 Memorial Day service, Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P.
the dear old flag they saved
Foster Post No. 3455, Anna.
from dishonor; let us in this
solemn presence renew our
pledges to aid and assist
those whom they have left
among us as sacred charges
upon the nation’s gratitude
– the soldier’s and sailor’s
widow and orphan.
Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of
II. It is the purpose of the
remembrance for those who died in service to their country.
commander in chief to inauThe holiday was officially proclaimed in 1868 to honor
gurate this observance with
Union and Confederate soldiers and was expanded after World
the hope that it will be kept
up from year to year, while a
War I to honor those who died in all wars. It became an official
survivor of the war remains
federal holiday in 1971, known as Prayer for Peace, Memorial
to honor the memory of
Day.
his departed comrades. He
Today, Memorial Day honors over 1 million men and women
earnestly desires the public
who
have died in military service since the Civil War began in
press to call attention to this
1861.
order, and lend its friendly
aid in bringing it to the noFrom The American Presidency Project, Proclamation 2889
tice of comrades in all parts
– Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day (1950): “Since war is the
of the country in time for
world’s most terrible scourge, we should do all in our power to
simultaneous compliance
prevent its recurrence.
therewith.
“It was the hope of mankind that with the cessation of hosIII. Department comtilities of World War II the way would be open to founding a
manders will use every
effort to make this order
permanent peace. Instead, that war has left the world in a state
effective.
of continued unrest. Accordingly, we feel the need of turning in
By Command of humble suppliance to Almighty God for help and guidance.
John A. Logan,
“In recognition of this need, the Congress has fittingly proCommander in Chief
vided,
in a joint resolution which I approved on May 11, 1950,
N . P. C h i p m a n ,
that Memorial Day, which has long been set aside for paying
Adjutant General
***
tribute to those who lost their lives in war, shall henceforth be
(Editor’s note: the Mededicated also as a day for Nation-wide prayer for permanent
morial Day Order is posted
peace. The Congress has also requested that the President issue
on the website for the U.S.
a proclamation calling upon the people of the United States to
Department of Veterans
observe Memorial Day in that manner.” (From the U.S. Census
Affairs’ National Cemetery
Bureau website.)
Administration.)

Memorial Day
May 30, 2022
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Organizers announce plans for 2022 Annabelle Festival
A full schedule of events
has been announced for the
2022 Annabelle Festival in
Anna.
The festival is scheduled
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday, June 11, in Anna.
More information about
the festival can be found on
the website for the Union
County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development at https://www.
unioncounty.biz/unioncounty-events.
Here’s a look at the
schedule announced this
week by festival organizers:
10 a.m. Ms. and Mister
Annabelle and Little Miss
and Master Annabelle Pageant. Ages 4-6 and 7-10.
Anna Arts Center, 117 W.
Davie St. Practice 9 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m. The pageant
begins at 10 a.m. Registration the day of the pageant
is from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.
10 a.m. Downtown Anna
self-guided walking tour.
Pick up a brochure at the
Annabelle Market, 300 S.
Main St. From 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the featured locations, costumed special
story tellers will share the
history of the buildings and
their businesses.
10 a.m. PAST and Shawnee Community College
will conduct a bus tour to
share the history of several locations outside of
downtown Anna. The bus
tour will originate at the
Shawnee College Anna
Extension Center, 1150 E.
Vienna St. Preregistration
is recommended or arrive
early to register before
boarding the bus by 10
a.m.. Cost for the bus tour
and booklet is $20. Call
Shawnee Community College at 833-3399.
10 a.m. Dodge ball tournament at Rise Performance, 1004 Enterprise Dr.
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Art
exhibit and flower show at
Anna Arts Center, 123 W.
Davie St.
Noon to 2 p.m. Pet parade at Anna Moose Lodge
parking lot, 321 S. Main
St. Registration on June
11, from noon to 12:30
p.m. Early registration:
call Lee Hackney’s cell
phone at 904-625-1109 or
email vabchlee@gmail.
com and give her the following information: child’s
name, pet’s name, pet type,
category to enter, email or
address, and phone number.
1 p.m. to 5 p.m., free
swim at Anna City Pool,
300 Church St.
2 p.m. Magic show, Anna
Arts Center, 117 W. Davie
St. Free.
3 p.m. to 9 p.m. activities
include:
Kids activities: bounce
house, face painting, balloon animals, games on
West Davie Street.
Arts and crafts vendors
on West Davie Street. Food
vendors on East Davie
Street.
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Music by
Corey Evitts on East Davie
Street.
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Painting party. Choose one of
three paintings or create
your own painting. Price
includes all art supplies
for one 8 by 10 painting
and instructors to assist.
$15. Pre-registration not
required, but requested, by
calling Lee at 1-904-6251109 or email vabchlee@
gmail.com. Bring your
favorite drink and snacks
to enjoy while completing
your own painting.
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Music by
Radio Days on East Davie
Street.
Sunday, June 12, 10 a.m.
Disc golf tournament at the
Anna City Park disc golf
course. Trilogy Challenge
Doubles Disc Golf Tournament presented by Dynamic Discs. Registration
begins at 9 a.m.

More Information
More information about
early registrations for the
art competition/exhibit,
flower show, pageant, pet
parade and disc golf tournament.
Art Competition Exhibition
The Anna Arts Center
is hosting the Annabelle
Festival Art Competition/
Exhibition from May 29
through June 11 at the Anna
Arts Center, 123 W. Davie
St., Anna.
The theme is “Spring is
for the Birds, Flowers and
Trees.” The exhibit will be
open to view on Fridays
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
Saturday/Sundays from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m.
The three categories are:
Painting and drawing:
acrylic, watercolor, pastel, pen and ink, charcoal,
mixed media, collage.
Photography: Photos and
digitally altered artwork.
Fine crafts: fibers, sculpture, pottery, furniture,
stained glass, blown glass,
jewelry, metalsmithing,
wood carvings.
Rules – Please note: Not
a juried show, all artwork
submitted will be exhibited.
Maximum size of two
dimensional work is 3 feet
by 3 feet.
All framed artwork must
have appropriate wire connection on the back for
hanging.
Each category will be
divided into adults, and
two student groups for the
prizes.
Insurance during the exhibit will be the responsibility of the entrant. All
due care will be taken to
protect works accepted into
the exhibition.
Permission to reproduce
entries for purposes of publicity must be granted by
the entrant. An entry to this
exhibition constitutes full
agreement on the part of
the entrant to all conditions
outlined in this prospectus.
All decisions of the judges
are final.
Entry fees: Adults $5
per entry and children $3
per entry
Delivery of work: Tuesday, May 31, 4 p.m. to
6 p.m. at the Anna Arts
Center, 125 W. Davie St.,
Anna, or call Lee’s cell
904-625-1109 or email
vabchlee@gmail.com for
another time.
Awards: For adults, first
place ribbon/$20; second
place ribbon/$15; third
place, ribbon/$10. For 5-12
years old and 13 to 18 years
old, first place ribbon/$15,
second place ribbon/$10,
third place ribbon/$5.
Any questions: Call
Lee’s cell 904-625-1109
or email vabchlee@gmail.
com.
All work may be picked
up Monday, June 13, from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m. or call Lee’s
cell 1-904-625-1109.
Flower Arrangement
Competition
Anna-Jo Garden Club
and the Shawnee Hills Arts
Council/Anna Arts Center
are hosting the 2022 Annabelle Festival Flower
Arrangement Competition.
Everyone is invited to
participate: adults and children are invited to enter
their arrangements.
There are four categories:
1. Arrangements with
hydrangeas. 2. Artificial arrangements. 3. Wall hanging arrangements. 4. Potted
plants.
All rules and regulations
will be strictly followed:
Each entry must be
tagged with name, address
and phone number before
being put on exhibit.
All entries must remain
on exhibit until picked up at
9 p.m. on Saturday, June 11.
This competition is for
both adult and children.

Any natural botanical
materials may be used.
Flowers (tame or wild),
foliage, other accent material, all items used in the
arrangement may be fresh,
artificial or dried depending
on the category.
Entrants may also use
other display materials for
appeal and interest.
Entries will be judged on
quality and effect. Judges
have the final word.
Delivery of entries: Saturday, June 11, with the
entries being delivered to
Anna Arts Center, 123 W.
Davie St., Anna, from 7:30
a.m. to 9 a.m. Judging will
begin Saturday at 9 a.m.
Exhibit will be open for
visitors June 11, from 10
a.m. to 9 p.m.
Prizes: for adults, 5-12
years old and 13-18 years
old are ribbons for first,
second and third place.
For more information
about the flower show, call
Lee’s cell 904-625-1109
or email vabchlee@gmail.
com.
Pageant
Ms. and Mister Anna-

belle and Little Miss and
Master Annabelle Pageant. Ages: 4-6 and ages:
7-10.
Practice: 9 a.m. to 9:30
a.m. Snack provided. Pageant will begin at 10 a.m.
Register early discounted
entry fee: $10.
For registration please
include name, age, address,
phone, email, a brief summary about yourself.
Mail this information
and your check to Union
County Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 466, Anna,
Ill. 62906, or use the chamber of commerce’s PayPal
account by sending it to
the chamber’s email info@
unioncounty.biz.
Areas of competition:
Outfit of choice and fun
onstage question.
Practice: 9 a.m. to 9:30
a.m. snack provided. Pageant will begin at 10 a.m.
Register on the day of the
pageant from 8 a.m. to 9
a.m., the entry fee is $15.
Pet Parade
PAWS will host the pet
parade. All children are
invited to enter their pets.

the Anna City Park disc
golf course. Trilogy Challenge Doubles Disc Golf
Tournament presented by
Dynamic Discs.
Registration begins at 9
a.m. the day of the tournament. For early registration
call or text John Wingate,
618-697-2479.
Registration fee of $35
per player, paid the day of
the tournament.
Each player will receive
three discs, a microfiber
towel and a mini.
The teams will be drawn
at random after the signups.
Both members of the top
three teams will receive
Dynamic Disc gift cards
and trophies donated by
the Cache River Disc Golf
Club. There will also be a
$5 optional Ace pot.
This will be a 36-hole
tournament. The first 18
holes will be from the
red tees with the second
18 played from the blue
tees. Lunch break between
rounds. Sign-up early. Only
60 spots open.

It is free to enter.
There are five categories: Best dressed. Prettiest.
Most unusual. Smallest.
Showmanship
Rules and regulations:
This competition is
for children through high
school.
Each child and pet may
enter two of the categories.
Each child will be asked
to introduce themselves,
their pet and share what is
special about their pet.
Entries will be judged on
presentation. Judges have
the final word.
Early registration: call
Lee’s cell 904-625-1109
or email vabchlee@gmail.
com and give her the following information: child’s
name, pet’s name, pet type,
category to enter, email or
address and phone number.
Registration on June 11
is from noon to 12:30 p.m.
It is free to enter.
Prizes will be awarded.
Any questions: call Lee’s
cell 904-625-1109 or email
vabchlee@gmail.com.
Disc Golf Tournament
Disc golf tournament at
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(HD)
(:40) 2022 NBA
SmackDown
(:01) 20/20 In- Magnum P.I.
Dateline NBC Playoffs (Live)
(Live) (HD)
vestigative
(HD)
news. (HD)
Blue Bloods
Local Programs
(HD)
Local info.

SATURDAY

6 PM
:30
7 PM
:30
8 PM
:30
9 PM
:30
10 PM
:30
11 PM
:30

FOX

“Black Sheep”
Political liability.

(:43) aac
“48 Hrs.” Cop
“New in Town” seeks con’s aid.
(‘09) (PG)
(R)
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News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A Sunday morning worship
service was held May 22 in the
church and on Zoom.
Singing was led by Pastor
Randy Wright and the worship team. Special music was
provided by Brian Thompson.
The message given by Pastor Wright was titled “Contentment Comes from God.”
Scripture was from Philippians.
The message can be listened
to on the church’s website at
annanaz.com and on the Anna
First Church of the Nazarene
Facebook page.
Birthdays: Jessica Elkins,
May 24; Nancy Smith, Terry
Wiseman, May 25; Matt Macy,
May 28.
Anniversary: Brian and Vonda Hill, May 23.
Fellowship Connect on Fridays has been canceled until
further notice.
A grocery giveaway is

planned from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. on May 28.
Breakfast will be served at 9
a.m. Sunday, May 29.
Sunday School is planned
at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, May 29.
A morning worship service
is planned at 10:35 a.m. Sunday, May 29.
Children’s quizzing is
planned at 5 p.m. Sunday,
May 29.
A Wednesday night service
is planned at 6:30 p.m. on
June 1 in the sanctuary and on
Zoom, with the youth group
meeting and children’s Bible
quizzing in the fellowship hall.
The pastor can be texted prior
to the meeting for the Zoom
password.
The church can be contacted Welcome Jeeps
by calling the church office at
A sport utility vehicle passes a “Welcome Jeeps”
833-6702 and leaving a mes- sign at Cliff View Park in Alto Pass last Saturday
sage if necessary or by calling morning. The Blessing of the Jeeps was Saturday at
Pastor Wright at 618-534-7103. the nearby Cross of Peace on Bald Knob Mountain.
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Jonesboro Grade School
announces honor students
Jonesboro Grade School
announces fourth quarter
honor students.
8th Grade High Honor
Roll
Reese Jones, Grant Lingle, Aidan McFadden,
Kayleigh Wheaton.
8th Grade Honors
Travis Burgher, Sadie
Cross, Graydon Edmonds,
Brody Gulledge, Isabella
Hawk, Raegan Jones, Amelia Lingle, Heidi Miller,
Kenzie Miller, Jayci Needling, Kurt Petrich, Lucas
Tehandon.
7th Grade High Honors
Blake Abernathy, Mackenzie Barnhart, Elizabeth
Hill.
7th Grade Honors
Emma Craig, Hannah
Hale, Norah Kelley, Kinley
Leek, Leah Mowery, Brooke

Sheffer, Mackenzie Turner,
Matthew Turner.
6th Grade High Honors
Melaina Bundren, Seth
Cochran, Elly Mays, Hayden
Staples, Adalyn Suggs, Kaitlyn Sullivan, Sophia Wells.
6th Grade Honors
Damon Easter, Sophia
Hill, Melissa Isaacson, Madalyn Moss, Jalynn Moss,
Macayla Nance, Logan
Pearl, Brayden Penninger,
Kysten Toedte.
5th Grade High Honors
Kylie Dillow, Bowan
Graves, Levi Hill, Allison
Leek, Emmett Meier, Clara
Mix, Kynlee Needling, Gabriella Newberry, Smith
Wilson.
5th Grade Honors
Jesica Ambrocio, Lindyn
Eudy, Hayden Lewis, Trent
Miller, Mason Reynolds.

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.
Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.

BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

618-833-2179

W

ec

es

s.

Demolition,
Clearing,
Basements,
Track Hoe Service

your total body health and
bout
wel
a
e
ln
ar

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
101 Transcraft Drive
Chiropractic Physician
Anna, IL 62906
ozbournchiropractic.com

833-7831

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E
Anna, IL 62906
618-833-5986

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL

Jason Martin, Owner
Visit our website:
triplecmeats.com

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

Serving the area for over 35 years

Duty's Auto Glass

Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair
Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL

324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro
833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

Website: www.sewlparts.com
P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com
800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

201 South Main • Anna, IL • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922
1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies
Home & Garden
Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494
Fax (618) 833-3868

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the
individuals we serve.

ALTO PASS

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

115 N. Appleknocker
Cobden • 893-2252

618-833-2500

www.communityintegratedliving.com

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road
Grand Tower, IL

618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store
Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing
"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West
833-5937

PASTOR - DON COX
Serving the community since 1979!

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415
www.pizzahut.com

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.

DUTCH GUTTERING
CALL FOR SPRING SPECIALS!

618-351-1881

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

100 E. Vienna Street • Anna, IL

833-2151

833-8755

Attend the
Church of
Your Choice!

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards
Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

www.annastate.com

Union County
Abstract Ofﬁce, Inc.
Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderﬁeld, President
304 West Market Street • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.
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Obituaries
Alan Lafoon

Alan Lafoon, 62, of Louisville, Kentucky, died Friday,
Feb. 18, 2022, at his home.
He was born on Oct. 22,
1959, in Fort Wayne, Ind., the
son of Carl and Mary Anna
Busch Lafoon.
He is survived by his sister, Susan (Rick) Sherwood
of Cobden; a special friend,
Nancy Langford of Louisville; an aunt, Bobby Sue
McCall of Silver City, N.M.;
numerous nieces, nephews,
other relatives and many
friends. He was preceded in death by his
parents.
He enjoyed the outdoors, camping,
fishing, golf and photography. Living in
Louisville, he loved the Kentucky Derby and the horses.
He served his country in the U.S. Air Force. For many
years, he worked as an auto mechanic in both Carbondale
and Louisville.
Graveside services for Alan Lafoon will be at 11 a.m.
Saturday, May 28, at the Cobden Cemetery, with Pastor
Matt Hartline officiating.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Cobden is in
charge of arrangements.
To visit his memorial page and to leave online condolences for his family, visit the Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home website
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

JoAnn Sickler Wehmeyer

JoAnn Sickler Wehmeyer,
87, of Thebes, died Wednesday, May 18, 2022, at 5:55
a.m. at the Lutheran Home
in Cape Girardeau.
She was born to Otis Oren
and Addie May Jackson Sickler on July 5, 1934, in Gale.
She married Melvin Raymond Wehmeyer on Dec.
20, 1952. He preceded her in
death on July 27, 2006.
Mrs. Wehmeyer was a
homemaker and in her spare
time, enjoyed crocheting and
embroidery up to the last days of her life.
She was a member of Alexander Freewill Baptist
Church. Previously, she had attended Beech Grove Baptist
Church where she was active in the Cheerful Workers
Group and Home Extension for many years.
Survivors include her son, Kevin Wehmeyer of Thebes;
a daughter, Sheila (Paul) Echols of Murphysboro; three
grandchildren, Shannon Dow, Jarrod Echols and Morgan
(Allen) Dillow; four great-great-grandchildren, Isaac,
Sarah, Ezra and Camilla; and many nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.
Besides her parents and husband, she was preceded in
death by two sons, Larry and Rodney; a granddaughter,
Melonie Phillips; two sisters, Pauline Norris and Pearl
Sickler; and three brothers, James, Neil and Shelby
Sickler.
A Celebration of Life honoring JoAnn Wehmeyer was
held Saturday, May 21, at 1 p.m. at Crain Funeral Home
in Tamms, with the Rev. Sam Ramdial officiating, with a
eulogy by Paul Echols. Interment followed in Rose Hill
Cemetery in Thebes.
Memorials can be made to Alexander Freewill Baptist
Church.
To view the full obituary or to leave an online condolence for the family, visit www.crainsonline.com.
Crain Funeral Home in Tamms was
in charge of arrangements.

Kenneth J. Franklin

Kenneth J. Franklin, 77,
of Anna, died Saturday, May
14, 2022, at his home.
He was born on May 10,
1945, in Stoke-on-Trent,
England, the son of Arthur
and Joyce Roberts Franklin.
He married Theresa Stell
on Jan. 16, 2009. She preceded him in death on June
11, 2021.
He is survived by his children, Stuart Franklin and
Joanne Clowes; stepchildren Carl Tripp Jr.,
Valerie (Gordon) Struthers, Jeremy Stell
and Scott Tripp; his grandchildren, Brittany, George, Saskia, Jack, Rhianna and Luke
and numerous step-grandchildren; a great-granddaughter,
Lola; three siblings, Pat, Allan and Linda; nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. He was preceded in death
by his parents and by his wife, Theresa.
Mr. Franklin served his country as a member of the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps. He was a member of the
Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes. He was a family
man who enjoyed spending time with those he loved, as
well as taking time to talk with other veterans.
Funeral services for Kenneth Franklin will be at 1 p.m.
Thursday, today, at Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home
in Anna.
Friends can call after 11 a.m. until the service hour at 1
p.m. on Thursday, today, at the funeral home.
To visit his memorial page and to leave online condolences for the family, visit the Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home website
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
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Margaret ‘Jean’ Cash

Margaret “Jean” Cash, 72,
of Carbondale, died Friday,
May 20, 2022, at her home.
She was born June 30,
1949, in Belleville, the
daughter of Eugene and
Adele Stanfield Spradling.
She married Paul Cash on
March 29, 1970, in Lancaster, Pa.
She is survived by her husband, Paul Cash of Carbondale; a son, Michael Cash; a
sister, Elizabeth Cash; nephews Eugene and Eddie Cash;
other relatives and friends. She was preceded in death by
her parents.
Memorial services for Jean Cash will be held at a later
date.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Cobden is in charge of arrangements.
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David T. Watkins

David T. Watkins, 59, of
Anna, and formerly of Ware,
died Tuesday, May 17, 2022,
at Integrity Healthcare in
Anna.
He was born Oct. 18, 1962,
in Anna, the son of Troy and
Mary Leoda Rogers Watkins.
Mr. Watkins is survived
by his sisters, Linda Morgan
of Anna and Donna (Ken)
Brown of Clinton, Tenn.;
other relatives and friends.
He was preceded in death
by his parents and by two brothers, Bob and Mike Watkins.
Mr. Watkins attended the Assembly of God Church in
Wolf Lake.
Graveside services were at 11 a.m. Friday, May 20, at
Lindsey Cemetery, with the Rev. Randy Morgan officiating. Interment immediately followed.
Memorials can be made to a charity of the donor’s
choice.
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral
Home in Jonesboro was in charge of
Joann S. Theis, 80, of Dongola, died Wednesday, May
arrangements.
18, 2022, at Integrity Healthcare in Anna.
She was born on Sept. 2, 1941, in Anna, the daughter
of Herman Otto and Mary Lucille Groves Theis.
She is survived by her brother, Richard (Julia) Theis News from
of Dongola; two sisters, Arlene Hallers of Spring Hill,
Texas, and Jane (Henry) Samvoie of Port Richey, Fla.;
nieces and nephews; other relatives and friends. She was
preceded in death by her parents.
She was a member of the Dongola Lutheran Church.
On Sunday, May 22,
John Turner filled in for
She loved to go camping with her mother and travel to
in
the
morning
service,
Pastor
Perry during the
Florida for the winters. She was very well liked and had
Don
Williams
presented
a
evening
service.
many friends.
message
in
the
absence
of
Birthdays:
Jodie Dial,
Private family services will be at a later date.
Pastor
Perry
Williams.
May
24;
Rob
Wright,
May
To view the obituary and to leave online condolences
The
message
was
about
25;
Daniel
Osman,
May
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral the lessons learned in the 28.
Anniversary: Ernest and
Home in Anna is in charge of arrange- parable of the prodigal son
and
was
based
on
scripture
Doris
Rhodes, May 26, 66
ments.
from Luke.
years.
The service was sent via
Men’s Bible study was
transmitter for worshippers planned at 7 p.m. Monday.
who stayed in their cars on
The newsletter folding
the church’s lower parking team plans to meet at 9
lot while tuned in to their a.m. Thursday, today.
radios on station 87.9 FM.
The regular schedule for
The service also was live worship at Jonesboro First
streamed on Facebook, Baptist Church includes
where it can be viewed.
Sunday School classes on
The church’s Facebook Sunday at 9 a.m., Sunday
page, Jonesboro FBC, has morning worship at 10
videos and the latest in- a.m. and Sunday evening
formation about possible worship at 6 p.m.
A youth group meeting
closings.
Music director Dee Rose is scheduled from 6 p.m.
led worship. Debbie York to 8 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Prayer and Bible study
was the pianist. John Turner was the soloist. He sang are scheduled at 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesdays.
“Worthy is the Lamb.”

Joann S. Theis

First Baptist Church,
Jonesboro

Rural Health Inc.
promotes awareness
about Hepatitis C

News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church,
Anna
Tausha Vernon is the Hepatitis C program
coordinator at Rural Health Inc.

Thursday, May 19, is
National Hepatitis Testing
Day.
Rural Health Inc. reminds the public about its
Hepatitis C program and
the importance of getting
tested.
Rural Health Inc. hosted
awareness activities about
Hepatitis C on May 19 at
its clinic in Anna.
Staff members wore
awareness colors of red and
yellow. A table was set up at
the clinic’s entrance where
information about Hepatitis
C was made available.
Data shows that 2.3 million people across the United States live with chronic
Hepatitis C...and 70 to 80
percent of those people
have no symptoms what
so ever.
Left untreated, the virus
can cause liver damage,
failure and cancer.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention,
CDC, recommends testing
every adult at least once,
pregnant women during
every pregnancy and everyone with ongoing risk
factors (injection drug use,
HIV infection, being born
between 1945 and1965, and
more) regularly.
Rural Health Inc. urges
the public to consider testing for the infectious virus.
“With the numbers of
those infected rising, the
importance of getting
screened is crucial,” says
Chase Hileman, community

outreach coordinator for
Rural Health Inc.
“The fact that most people with Hepatitis C don’t
even display symptoms is
scary. Individuals should
do themselves a favor and
get tested. You never know,
that test could lead to the
improvement of your overall health and well-being.”
Rural Health Inc. provides all CDC recommended screenings for the virus,
such as HCV antibody testing, and has recently introduced FibroScan monitoring, allowing noninvasive
liver measurements and
assessments.
Those found to be positive with the Hepatitis C
virus can also be cured
through Rural Health Inc.’s
cost-effective treatment
regimen: an 8- to 12-week
application of direct-acting antivirals, DAA’s, prescribed by one of 16 HCV
certified providers.
“Test, cure and live,”
says Rural Health Inc. Hepatitis C program coordinator Tausha Vernon. “Let us
help you get your life back
from Hepatitis C.”
The Hepatitis C screening and treatment program
options are covered by most
insurance carriers.
The services are offered
at all five of Rural Health
Inc.’s locations. More information can be obtained
by calling the Rural Health
Inc. main office in Anna at
833-4471.

Children played during the Sunday service
at Salem Lutheran Church in Jonesboro. Photo
provided.

Joint worship between Mt. Moriah and Salem Lutheran
Church in Jonesboro is planned at 10 a.m. Sunday, May
29. The service will be at Mt. Moriah. The nursery will
be available and staffed right after the children’s sermon
for any parent who is interested.
Salem Lutheran plans to resume normal services at
10:30 a.m. Sunday, June 5. The nursery won’t be staffed,
but is available for any parent/child at any time, with
audio of the service being played for the convenience of
those present.

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Visiting Sunday with
Dolores Reynolds of Reynoldsville were Rodney and
Vickie Reynolds of Wolf
Lake. Also visiting during
the week were River Kelley,
Gracie Wilson and Adyson
Choate.
Lori Pender of Jonesboro
visited Sunday with Fred
and Maxine Pender. Also
visiting Sunday were Russ
and Patsy Pender of Olive
Branch.
Gary Gibbs of Jonesboro
visited with Fred and Maxine Pender on Saturday.
Penny Hill of McClure
and Tessa Burtin of St.
Peters, Mo., visited Monday with Shirley Miller of

McClure.
Deanie and Jerry Hinkle
of Jonesboro visited Thursday with Shirley Miller.
Kevin and Emma Eudy
and Jonathan Bohnert, all
of Cape Girardeau, were
breakfast guests of Sue
and Steve Eudy on Sunday,
May 22.
Hope everyone has a safe
Memorial Day weekend.
You are invited to attend
services at Reynoldsville
Missionary Baptist Church.
Sunday School is at 9:30
a.m. Sunday morning worship service is at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday night service
is at 7 p.m. Rev. Jamie
Bridgeman is the pastor.
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40,193 new COVID cases in Illinois
CEO students give back
to causes close to their hearts
Everyone following the
CEO program in The Gazette-Democrat, on Facebook, or through the weekly
online newsletter is aware
of the success of “Small
Business Christmas on Ice.”
Those involved with the
CEO program noted the
success of that magical day
during the holiday season
only happened because of

the partnering of the City
of Anna for the skating
rink and so much support
from the public works crew,
the generosity of many
businesses that purchased
advertising or provided
“Christmas Box” items and
coupons and the hundreds
of participants that day.
It also could not have
happened without the hard

Wounded Warriors

CEO team members attended the Wounded
Warriors duck hunt luncheon in December at
Grassy Lake Hunting Club near Ware and were
moved by the experience. Camden Hodges of
the CEO team presented a $500 check to Collin
Cain, who accepted the donation on behalf of the
Wounded Warriors. Photo provided.

Hadley’s Haven

Natalee Brown of the CEO program presented
$2,000 for the Hadley’s Haven inclusive playground
project planned at the Anna City Park to Lenore
Ashby, Amber Detering and classmate Keegan
Keller, who is Hadley’s brother. Photo provided.

work of the team members
and their facilitator, Melanie Smith.
What happened to those
thousands of dollars that
went into the student account?
The Union County CEO
program students, as always, gave back.
They chose to give back
to two causes that are close
to their hearts.
CEO presented $2,000
to Hadley’s Haven for an
inclusive playground which
is to be built at the Anna
City Park – a project which
will improve the quality of
life for all.
The CEO students also
chose to support a special
Wounded Warrior project, a
winter duck hunt at Grassy
Lake Hunting Club near
Ware.
Collin Cain accepted a
$500 check for the Wounded Warrior group.
Another $500 check was
given to Lyle and Tammy
Woodrum to partially support their donation of the
former soldiers’ overnight
stays at the Davie School
Inn in Anna.
The students also chose
to give back to the CEO
program by becoming class
investors to support the
costs of running the program, purchasing materials needed to improve
future classes’ businesses
and recruitment, providing
grants for their personal
businesses and funds for
scholarships/awards for
their class and donating to
the alumni fund.
Madi Hawk and Hunter
Boyd received the 2022
Awards.
Jessica Glasco and Samantha Smith received the
Alumni Awards.
Scholarship/award winners received $250 each for
use for education, training
or for growing an entrepreneurial “side hustle” or
business.

The Illinois Department
of Public Health, IDPH, on
Friday, May 20, reported
40,193 new confirmed and
probable cases of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in
Illinois, including 56 deaths
since May 13.
According to the CDC,
as of Friday, eight Illinois
counties were rated at the
high community level for
COVID-19 cases and 39
counties were rated at the
medium community level.
The CDC reported the

following eight Illinois
counties were listed at the
high community level, as
of Friday:
Boone, Lee, Stephenson and Winnebago in the
northern part of the state;
and Champaign, Ford, Peoria and Tazewell in Central
Illinois.
The following counties
are in the medium community level:
Cook, DeKalb, DuPage,
Grundy, Jo Daviess, Henry,
Kane, Kankakee, Kendall,

A guided hike in Spanish
and English, an art program, grass identification
and the story of an African
American Civil War nurse
will be featured at upcoming programs scheduled at
Giant City State Park near
Makanda.
Programs are free and
open to the public. Registration is required. Registration can be made by calling
the visitors center at the
park at 618-457-4836.
Art in the Park
An “Art in the Park”
event is planned from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
May 28.
Local artist Anne Krippenstapel will lead a leisurely afternoon of walking
in the late spring woods.
Participants will learn how
to sketch their nature observations.
Grass Identification
A grass identification
program is planned from
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on
June 2.
Erin Garret with University of Illinois Extension
will present a program featuring tips and techniques
to help identify several
different common grasses
in Southern Illinois.
Indoor presentation will
be followed by a short outdoor hike.
Guided Hike
A guided hike in Spanish and English is planned
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Saturday, June 4.
The park naturalist and
park volunteer Lisa Thomas

will lead a casual hike along
the moderate 1 mile Giant
City Nature Trail.
The park’s flora, fauna,
geology and history will be
highlighted.
¿Hablas español y te
gusta pasear por la naturaleza? Si contestas “sí”, ¡esta
caminata guiada es para ti!
¿Te gusta pasear por la
naturaleza, pero no hablas
español? Pues, ¡esta caminata es para ti también!
Acompáñanos a la naturalista del parquet y Lisa
Thomas (voluntaria local)
mientras damos un paseo
moderado y casual de una
milla por el sendero natural
“Giant City.”
Destacaremos un poco
de la flora, fauna, geología
e historia del parque estatal
Giant City. Para registrarse
por favor llame 618-4574836.
Civil War Nurse
On Sunday, June 5, from
1 p.m. to 2 p.m., Marlene
Rivero, a local, first-person
heritage interpreter and storyteller, will reenact the life
of “Ann Bradford Stokes:
African American Civil
War Nurse.”
Stokes worked aboard
the U.S. Navy’s first hospital ship, the Red Rover,
at Mound City, treating
sick and wounded soldiers
during the Civil War. The
program is scheduled to be
held outdoors.

Events set at Giant City

Lake, LaSalle, Livingston,
Marshall, McHenry, Mercer, Ogle, Putnam, Rock
Island, Stark, Warren, Whiteside, Will and Woodford
in the northern tier of the
state.
Calhoun, Coles, Cumberland, DeWitt, Douglas,
Fulton, Jackson, Johnson,
Logan, Madison, Mason,
Massac, McLean, Menard,
Sangamon and Wabash, in
the central and southern
parts of the state.
Union County remained
at the low community level,
as of Friday, as did Williamson, Alexander and Pulaski
counties.
IDPH on Friday reported
a new COVID-19 death in
Union County. The death
was the first to have been
recorded in the county since
March 17.
Union County has recorded a total of 65 COVID-19 deaths since the
start of the pandemic.
At the high community
level, the CDC recommends that all people wear
a well-fitting mask in indoor spaces regardless of
vaccination status.
At the medium community level, persons who
are elderly or immunocompromised (at risk of severe
outcomes) are advised to
wear a mask in indoor public places.

Union County
COVID Cases
Update

May 22: 5,449 total
cases. 65 deaths.
May 19: 5,442 total
cases. 65 deaths.
May 1: 5,384 total
cases. 64 deaths.
April 1: 5,365 total
cases. 64 deaths.
March 1: 5,334 total
cases. 63 deaths.
Source: Illinois Department
of Public Health website.
Numbers represent statistics
since the start of the pandemic.

Lindsey Cemetery BBQ

May 28th and 29th

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. both days
at Lindsey Cemetery
Grapevine Trail, McClure, IL

Custom ProCessing of
Beef, Pork, goat, sheeP

Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

BBQ sold by the sandwich or pound.
Drinks, chips and dessert also available.
All proceeds for cemetery maintenance.

Veterans Memorial Service
1:30 p.m. Sunday, May 29
Visit our website: triplecmeats.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
5565 St. Rt. 146 East • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986

Davie School Inn

Luke Lasley of the CEO program presented a
$500 check to assist with costs to host the veterans
who participate in next December’s Wounded
Warriors hunt to Tammy and Lyle Woodrum, the
owners of the Davie School Inn in Anna. Photo
provided.

online only real estate auction
1 1/2 Story, 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath home
on 3 +/- acreS
9830 Lick creek road • BuncomBe, iL

46GTF

Seller: The Estate of John Stout
Call auction company to schedule a showing!
(618) 833-2227

Bid at www.ollisauction.com

of Southern Illinois

EN
P
O
NOW
618-300-7379

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
COMMERCIAL SERVICES
GENERAL PEST MANAGEMENT
RODENT CONTROL
BED BUG CONTROL
COCKROACH TREATMENTS
AND MORE!

Jacob Poat
OWNER

400 New Hope Road
Buncombe, IL 62912
(618) 833-2227
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"The Preaching Pen"

Christian Contentment

Begins to end thursday,
June 9, at 6:30 P.M.

Fixer upper located right off I-57 in
Lick Creek. Nice
open back yard
to plant a garden
or whatever you
desire, lots of potential here!

Contact Pat Baldwin at 618-747-2511.

southern-illinois.pestmaster.com

22P23-25GP26G

The dictionary defines contentment as a state of
happiness, satisfaction, or sufficiency. For the Christian,
Godly contentment requires a personal commitment on our
part. So, what does the Bible tell us about contentment?
Contentment is submitting to God. For those
who focus upon the world, strife and discontentment
often ensue. Discontentment brings complaining,
murmuring, and distrust 1 John 2:15-17. A main
cause of discontentment is comparing oneself to others.
Discontentment is a horizontal outlook on life. Godly
contentment is a vertical outlook on life. In 2 Cor 12:9,
Paul demonstrated the outlook of a vertical seeker, one
who depends upon God.
Contentment is persevering for God. Contentment is
not an excuse to quit working but a motivation to continue;
however, contentment must be learned Phillip 4:11-12.
Once the proper spiritual attitude is developed, we can
adjust to the daily demands of life. We must deal with
circumstances as a Christian and keep working; we must
combine our effort alongside God’s. Perseverance is an
expected Christian virtue. Gal 6:9-10 and 2 Tim 3:14.
Contentment is trusting in God. Contentment is not
trying to control all areas of life, but rather, trusting God
to direct our lives. All too often, we seem to think we
know what is best, we take on the role of problem-solvers
and fixers to life rarely letting others in and hardly ever
relying upon God. Contentment comes from a righteous
heart which seeks to follow a righteous will, knowing God
is in control and has a plan for us. 1 Tim 6:6-8 shows that
godliness makes us content.
Truly, contentment is lacking in today’s world. And for
those who say they have found it; it does not last for
very long. For the Christian, focusing on Christ lasts.
Ryan Thornsberry
Anna church of Christ
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Anna News

By Martha Ann Webb
Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email me
at marthaannwebb@gmail.com, mail to me at 118 W.
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.
Poppies
The American Legion
will be selling poppies
Saturday, May 28, from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Walmart,
Kroger and Union County
Market.
Congratulations
Congratulations to all
the graduates.
Birthday Celebration
Gaylon Wayne Cates
from Chicago visited
a week with his parents
Gaylon and Clara Cates
and helped his mother
Clara celebrate her birthday May 17.
Birthdays
April Stokes celebrated
her birthday Sunday, May
22.
Jim McKinney celebrated his birthday Monday,
May 23.
Nancy Skoglund celebrated her birthday Tuesday, May 24.

Get Well Wishes
Many of you have been
praying for my friend Earl
Miller. Just wanted to
thank everyone for all the
prayers.
Last Wednesday started
out with a great day. Bessie helped me take Saint
Patrick and Clover to the
Vet.
Before we left Earl
came down and said hi to
us. When we got back Earl
was putting all the trash
cans on the street behind
all the neighbors homes
and put mine up. He does
this every week for everyone and it gives him
exercise. We talked when
he brought mine back.
After putting the doggies up Bessie and I went
to get coffee at Hebrewz
on our way home I saw
Earl going up the walk to
his home and I told Bessie
to honk and we waved at

Welcome new owner Shelley Morgan of Hangry
Hut in Anna across from Walgreens. Everyone is
happy to see them open again. Pictured are Grace
Rich, Shelley Morgan and Keri Rendleman.

him.
I came in to get ready to
go to my Red Hat dinner
party and my May birthday celebration.
Then I got a call from
our Police Chief Bryan
Watkins who asked me
where I was.
I said at home and he
said Earl was laying in the
middle of the street. I ran
to see what happened to
find out Phil Glasford, another neighbor, was going
somewhere and looked up
the street and saw something laying in the street
so he went to check. It was
Earl unconscious.
A big thanks to Phil for
calling 911 and putting
Earl’s dogs on his porch.
A stray brown dog with
large pointed ears was running loose which caused
Earls dogs to try to run after him pulling Earl down.
Assistant Police Chief
Tim Smith and Officer
Adam Tripp were already
there and the ambulance
had been called. A special
thanks to them.
Phil and several other neighbors kept cars
from driving up the street.
Praise God the school
traffic was over because
when everyone is taking
their students to school our
street is very busy.
A very special thanks
to my friend Shirley Page
who was going to go to
Red Hats with me but
instead she came where
we were and went to the
hospital and sat in the
waiting room with me. I
appreciated that so much
just knowing how much
she cared.
Earl was taken to the
Union County Hospital
Emergency Room where
Valentine Ogbodo M.D.
Emergency Integritas put

they are all appreciated
so much. Jesus said where
one or more people gather
in his name he will hear
our prayers and they will
be answered.
Earl was admitted and
Bessie stayed two days
with me at the hospital

while I stayed four with
Earl. Bless her heart she
worked a midnight shift
Friday night and still drove
me over to Cape Girardeau
Saturday and we stayed
until around 3 p.m.
During his stay they did
another cat scan and dis-

Mindy Shipley took her kids to see monster
trucks in Cape Girardeau Sunday.

Tina Bryant and family celebrated the graduation
of her great-nieces at the Valley Mission Church.

Pastor Lonnie Lewis,
with his wife Joni, of New
Beginnings Church was
honored for his birthday
that was Monday, May
23, at his church Sunday
with gifts and cards.

Apostolic Lighthouse in Cobden had a graduation
party for first row Macy Adamitis, Livia Payne and
Abby Hill. Adults are Jennifer Hill and Mia Jones.
Keaton and Morgan
Busby celebrated
their first wedding
anniversary Sunday,
May 22. They enjoyed
a celebration at Patti’s
Settlement in Grand
Rivers, Ky., for dinner
Happy 30th wedding Saturday.
anniversary to Tim and
Angie Elkins on May 22.

Sunday, May 22, was a nice day for a drive to
the country. Norm and Barb Bauer visited Collin
and Alice Boyd, primarily to see “Grandma Bertie
Boyd’s” vintage mock orange bush. Collin and his
sister Barbara Boyd Bauer believe the plant to be
well over 100 years old. Barbara says “It was a
favorite of our grandmother’s as long as we can
remember.” Collin and Alice Boyd have nurtured it
Tina Bracken is proud
for all of their generation as homeowners.
of her great-nephew,
Carson Bracken, who
graduated from the 8th
grade Thursday night.
He’s the son of Nathan
and Kae Bracken.

Collin gave an update on the planting season.
He says the planting is done and seedlings are
up. They talked about how different agriculture is
compared to when they helped their parents and
grandparents farm. Today with big computerized
equipment and larger fields, it is a “whole new
ballgame.” Barbara was amazed to learn that the
planting machine can sense to not drop two seeds
in one place. “So that’s how they save enough to
buy that big equipment,” she said.

stitches in the back of
Earl’s head, they did a cat
scan, another lady checked
his heart and Dr. Valentine
told me Earl had bleeding
of the brain so they were
sending him to St. Francis
in Cape Girardeau.
All the staff at Union
County were so nice and
helpful and the ambulance
staff.
Bessie drove me to Cape
Girardeau and we were
with Earl in the emergency room where they did
another cat scan and told
us he had a fractured skull
and bleeding around the
brain but it was a slow
bleed and they thought it
would heal on its own so
no surgery.
Earl had so many people praying for him and
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Barbara took along
the photo of their
grandparents with the
blooming mock orange
flowers taken about
1942. It was a good
“remembering” day
as the plant brought
back their childhood
memories growing up
on the Boyd Farm.

Congratulations to
Mason Watkins, son of
Anna Police Chief Bryan
Watkins, who graduated
Congratulations to Jason Leek on graduating
from A-JCHS Saturday from the University of New Haven with straight A’s
night.
in masters in investigations.

W i l l i e a n d Te r r i e
Rhymer attended the
8th grade graduation
at the Anna Junior
High School for their
grandson, Mason
James Yates. After the
graduation the Rhymers
drove the 8th graders
in the Anna Heights
bus to their graduation
party held at Shawnee
College. All students
and chaperones seemed
to have a good time.

Willie and Terrie Rhymer attended a birthday
party for Violet Yates, who turned 10, and a
graduation party for Mason Yates on Friday, May
20. Many family and friends were there to celebrate
both occasions.
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Marlee Smith of Jonesboro accepted an Illinois
Sheriff’s Association scholarship from Dale
Foster, Union County sheriff. Marlee is a senior
at Anna-Jonesboro Community High School.
Congratulations Marlee.

covered he at some point
had a mini stroke.
After we got home Saturday about two hours
later I got a call that Earl
could go home so I drove
back to Cape Girardeau to
get him.
When we were just leaving the hospital it started
pouring rain. I had to drive
30, 40 and 50 all the way
home. We were sure glad
to be there.
It is going to be a long
recovery for Earl with
lots of rest and quiet. Just
wanted to let everyone
know because so many
have been asking about
Earl so wanted you to
know how our week went.
A special thanks to anyone for the prayers and
anyone who said a prayer
or offered to help. If I
don’t have much news this
week now you know why.
A Note
Sorry my news has been
so chopped up this week
but I have had computer
trouble and sickness in our

Lilah Williams crocheted this pillow top for
Lauren Jackson, Vaniah Lowe and Navaeh
Kimmel from Anna Junior High School helped Tom Queen Mom of Red Hat Ladies Joan Graves
Caldwell plant a red buckeye and a magnolia tree Edwards and presented it to her at Anna El Jalapeño
dinner meeting last Wednesday.
in the Anna City Park.

family this week.
Birthday Celebration
Lonnie Lewis’s birthday
was Monday, May 23.
Lonnie is pastor at New
Beginnings Church. He
was honored with gifts and
cards Sunday after church.
Lonnie is also an employee of the City of Anna
and is Mr. Safety.
There was also a graduation party after church for
Gracie Barlow.
Congratulations
Abigail Dahmer, daughter of Anna public works
manager Gary Dahmer and
Andrea graduated from
A-JCHS Saturday night.
D o d g e b a l l To u r n a ment
At Rise is moved to
noon on June 11. Five
person team $15 a person.
Must be at least 15. Cash
prizes. Come kick off the
Annabelle Festival with
them.
Thanks to Annabelle
Sponsors
Ti t l e s p o n s o r s A n na-Jonesboro National

Bank,Union County Hospital for logo on Shawnee
MTD Buses+Live Mentions at Events.
KidFest Sponsors.
Anna State Bank, David
and Liz Wilkins Country
Roads Florist, Dale Foster,
Wildcat Nutrition.
Band sponsors Chamness Care, Shawnee Hills
Real Estate.
Annabelle Trail sponsors Bryan Watkins and
Magen Livesay, cosponsor
Martha Ann Webb.
Birds of Prey sponsors
Elvis Cameron, Robby
McGee.
Pageant sponsor Duck
Works Lawn Care, Leigh
Burns 50 armbands for the
Bounce House.
Pet parade sponsors 1/2
Anna State Bank (needs
another sponsor).
These all need sponsors
magic show sponsors,
character and princesses sponsors, PortaCool
sponsors.
More sponsors and
information added next

found in moist woodlands
from New York to Florida
and west to the adjacent
corners of Oklahoma and
Kansas.
It grows 3 to 4 feet tall
and spreads slowly sideways from underground
stems. Clumps are often
several times wider than
tall.
The leaves are dark
green, long-petioled and
elliptical, in outline, and
up to 6 inches long.
In the wild, flowers appear in early summer in
terminal clusters to 6 inches across.
The inflorescence of
wildlings consists of a
band of dull white showy
blossoms surrounding a
central field of fertile,
petal-less flowers.
But in Annabelle, the
flower head consists of all
sterile florets, so it has a
snowball look.
Individual florets are
about the size of a dime,
but hundreds are produced
on the inflorescence.
Heads may be as much
as a foot across but are
typically smaller.
The story of Annabelle
is one of a pass-along plant
that was shared by several
generations of gardeners
before it was “discovered”
and made available to the
gardening world at large.
It hit the nursery trade
in 1962, made available
by the late J.C. McDaniel,
the long time plant breeder
and professor of horticulture at the University of
Illinois.
McDaniel had seen the
plant in an Urbana garden
in 1960 and traced it back
to the Southern Illinois
farming community of
Anna where gardeners
grew it all over town.
On enquiry, McDaniel found the plant had
been discovered by Harriet
Kirkpatrick in 1910.
She was riding her
horse through the woods
of Union County (probably
today what is part of the
Shawnee National Forest)
when she spied the plant

and recognized it as something special.
Later, she and her sister
Amy returned and dug the
plant up and took it to their
garden on Chestnut Street
in Anna. McDaniel named
the plant for these two
belles from Anna.
Harriet’s son Hubbard
recounted the story of the
plant’s discovery to McDaniel.
He said the family had
tried to interest Burpee
Seed Company into introducing it, but they opted
for an earlier blooming
selection called “Grandiflora,” which they marketed as “Snowhill.” Time has
proven Annabelle to be the
better of the two.
Annabelle is easy to
grow and dependable. It
is hardy from zone 4 to
9. It does best in fertile,
woodland soil that doesn’t
get too dry in the summer.
It should be in shaded
areas of the garden. It will
grow in full sun, but like
most hydrangeas, it wilts
badly during the hottest
part of the day.
H. arborescens and its
cultivars flower on current
season growth, so it’s easy
to control the size and
spread of the plant.
Plants can be cut to the
ground during the winter
and will still flower the
following summer.
Some recommend cutting the flowers as soon as
they begin turning brownish; plants will then produce a second flush of
flowers in late summer.
The mature inflorescences are easy to dry for
indoor arrangements by
stripping the leaves and
hanging them upside down
in bundles in a cool area.
Annabelle is essentially
trouble-free in the garden,
but some supplemental
watering may be needed
during dry summers.

Story of Annabelle hydrangea

Annabelle hydrangeas

By Martha Ann Webb
I have had many people
ask me to please put in my
Anna news the story of the
Annabelle again.
I received this history
from Barbara Bauer who
inspired me to start the
Annabelle Trail.
June 11 this year at our
Annabelle Festival a yard
will be chosen to receive a
honor for the most beautiful Annabelles.
This year the trail will
be marked with signs at
the streets helping people
follow the trail better.
There will also be maps
at the Anna City Park and
Anna-Jo Garden Club/
Hindman Park and Anna
City Hall.
The map will also be on
the Union County Chamber of Commerce and
Economic Development
website.
If you would like to be
on the trail and buy a sign
if you haven’t please give
me a call.
Plant of the Week
Annabelle Hydrangea
Latin: Hydrangea arborescens
Annabelle Hydrangea is
the showiest clone of our
native wild hydrangea.
People who have read
these columns for the past
decade know I’m fascinated with plant histories.
Where did the plant
come from and what makes
it special?
Oftentimes, the stories
are lost in the mists of
time, but occasionally,
they get written down.
Such is the case with
Annabelle hydrangea, the
most beautiful cultivar
of our native Hydrangea
arborescens.
Wild hydrangea is a
native deciduous shrub
of the hydrangea family
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By Gerald Klingaman,
retired, University of Illinois Extension Horticulturist-Ornamentals, Extension News, July 3, 2008

week.
June 11, 10 a.m. to 9
p.m., one day only, come
join the fun. Food, music, pageant, pet parade,
Annabelle Trail, walking
tour-Annabelle Market, 1
p.m. to 5 p.m. Free swim
at Anna Pool 1 p.m. to 5
p.m.
Live music Corey
Evitts, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Live music Radio Days 7
p.m. to 9 p.m.
Most beautiful home
with Annabelles to be
announced during the day.
United Methodist
Church, Anna
Sunday was the sixth
Sunday of Easter.
Sunday morning Rev.
Tim Gossett’s sermon was
An Invitation to Abundant
Life, with scripture from
Isaiah.
Special music was
Faithful to Me, presented
by the choir. Presented by
Maddie Sullivan “Ode to
Joy” “Jesus Loves Me”
Prayers for Earl Miller.
Anderson music recital
was Sunday afternoon.
Special Thanks
A special thanks to everyone who sent me news
this week.
Graduation
Phillip and Sharon Dillow attended the graduation of their grandson
Blake Dillow at Jonesboro
Grade School.
Chamber of Commerce
Mario has arrived for
our Annabelle Festival
June 11 in beautiful downtown Anna. A big thank
you to all the wonderful
sponsors of our Annabelle
Festival and Annabelle
Trail.
Anna Heights Baptist
Church
May birthdays: 27th
Phyllis Miller, Abby Sartin, 28th Billy Halter,
29th Joann Clutts, Jerry
Duckworth and Ashley Oliver, 31st Ian and Jewels
Watson.
Anniversaries: 27th Billy and Judy Halter, 31st
Don and Joni Yates.
May 15 attendance: 8
a.m. worship 88. 10:30
a.m. worship 102. Small
group Bible study 180. 6
p.m. worship 32.
Youth fundraiser spaghetti dinner, Sunday,
June 5, 11 a.m.
Momma Lou’s crafters
meet Thursday, today, at
6:30 p.m. in the FLC chapel. This month’s project is
a door hanger. No crafters
class in June or July.
Pregnancy Matters
Walk for Life is Saturday,
June 9.
Baby girl shower for
Shelby Colson is Saturday,
June 4, from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. in the FLC chapel.
The Young at Heart
group met and enjoyed the
singing by Mike Chamness of Cypress. He used
to be with the group the
Challengers many years
ago. There will be no
Young at Heart meeting
in June.
Grief Share meets every
Tuesday at 1 p.m. in the
church worship center.
Everyone is invited to
join.
Celebrate Recovery
meets every Saturday

at 6:30 p.m. in the FLC
Chapel. Everyone is invited to attend.
Pastor Darryl Williams
continued his sermon series: Koinonia, Life with
Gods people. This week:
The Fellowship of Forgiveness, Philemon.
Graduation Reception
On May 15, Apostolic Lighthouse Church in
Cobden celebrated those
who had graduated from
various schools, with a
reception after the service.
Jennifer Hill graduated
from Missouri Baptist
University.
Mia Jones graduated 8th grade from Rome

Grade School in Mt. Vernon. She’s the daughter
of Joe and Marcia Jones,
the pastor.
Macy Adamitis graduated from kindergarten in
Cobden. She’s the daughter of Brandon and Casey
Adamitis.
Abby Hill graduated
from Tri-C Elementary
School in Carterville.
She’s the daughter of Travis and Jennifer Hill; and
Livia Payne, she’s the
daughter of Brandon and
Jennifer Payne. She will
be in first grade also.
They pray each of these
girls will have a bright
future.

David and Kay Rothschild recently celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary.

Rothschilds wed 60 years
David and Kay Rothschild recently celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary with a gathering of
family and friends.
David Rothschild and
Kay Penninger Rothschild
were married on May 12,
1962, at Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church in Anna.
Their children, Mary
Rothschild Adams and
Scott Rothschild, surprised
them by gathering family and friends for a 60th
anniversary celebration at
The Kitchen on Lafayette
in Anna.
David’s best man, Bob
Henderson, and his wife

Jackie traveled from Kansas City, Mo.
Their granddaughter,
Jocelyn Brackett, surprised them by flying in
from Colorado Springs,
Colo.
In addition to their
daughter Mary Adams and
son Scott Rothschild, the
couple have six grandchildren, Colter Rothschild
Frey (deceased), Katlyn
Frey, Jocelyn Brackett,
McKenna Jacobs-Montes,
Raquel Rothschild and
Jared Rothschild.
Two great-granddaughters, Braylyn and McKinley, were born this year.

It's Yard sale season!

To place your ad call
(800) 833-2699
or (618) 833-2158
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Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES

Classifieds....................................30¢ per word
$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged
Bold Face 35¢ per word
AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES

Per inch..................................................$12.50

For Sale

FIBERGLASS FOR SALE:
Corrugated, 26" wide,
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00.
Large supply, all colors. Call
(618)-827-4737.
gptfn
FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruiser. Runs, 125K miles, needs
work. $750.00 obo. Text
(618)-855-0912.
tfn
FOR SALE: 3 bookcases, all
$35.00; TV stand with 3 glass
shelves, $35.00; power chair.
Call (618)-833-8257.
23p-24gc

For Sale
Real
Estate

valid paraprofessional license
and three letters of reference
to:
Dr. Paige Helm Maginel,
Superintendent, Dongola
Unit #66, 1000 High Street,
Dongola, Illinois 62926
DUSD # 66 is an equal
opportunity employer
Position will be filled as soon
as possible.
23-25gp
HELP WANTED: Jonesboro Elementary School is
taking applications for the
following positions:
• Head Junior High
Baseball Coach
• Office Secretary
If interested, please submit
a letter of interest, resume
and three letters of recommendation to: Tom Stark,
Principals Office, Jonesboro
Elementary School, 309
Cook Avenue, Jonesboro,
IL 62952, or Email tstark@
jonesboro43.com
Application Deadline:
June 3, 2022.
24-26gp

HOUSE FOR SALE: 803
Brady Mill Road, Anna. 2
bedroom, 1 bath home on 1
acre lot, attached carport, dry
basement. Ready to move in.
$130,000. Call (618)-924- ARROWHEADS! Amateur
Archeologist is obsessed with
1293 for appointment.
the hobby. I am building a
24-26gpc
museum of artifacts from
Missouri & Illinois, and
would like to buy individual
finds or whole collections.
ALSO, looking for sites to
FOR RENT DONGOLA: buy or lease that have a lot
16x80, 3 bedroom mobile of "flint". Happy to answer
home, all electric. $600.00 any questions! Call Sean,
per month. Call (618)-697- (314)-608-2692.
8407.
52p-1g tfn
21p-22g tfn

Wanted

For Rent

Help
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Looking
for full and part-time Custodians for Shawnee Community
College in Ullin. Apply at
Main Campus front desk.
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext.
3436.
51gpc tfn
HELP WANTED: Anna
CCSD #37 has the following
position openings for the
2022-2023 school year:
• Elementary Teacher,
middle school
endorsements preferred
The application packet,
which can be picked up at
the Davie/Jr. High building or
found online at www.anna37.
com, should be completed
and returned to: Julie Bullard
at 301 South Green Street,
Anna, IL 62906 no later than
12:00 p.m. on Friday, May
27, 2022. Phone: (618)-8336812.
23p-24g

YARD
SALE

YARD SALE: 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., every Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday, at 105 West Maple
Street, Cobden, for the duration of the summer. Fresh
vegetables and flowers.
23p-24g tfn

FREE

FREE: Doublewide mobile
home. 24'x48', new metal
roof, extra 18" overhang.
Move at your own expense.
For more information, call
Ryan's cell (618)-614-8937
or house (618)-833-3685 or
Jim's cell (618)-614-4577.
21-26gpc

owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of
said Business is:
Cheryl Weaver
Sharon Weaver
665 Moscow Road
Dongola, IL 62926
Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk
23-25gc
BID NOTICE

The Union County and
Recorders office is currently
accepting sealed bids on the
following item:
Canon ImagePROGRAF
ASSUMED BUSINESS
iPF785 Printer/Scanner
NAME ACT
Sealed bids will be accepted
until 4 p.m., on Friday, June
State of Illinois
3, 2022, in the Union County
SS
Clerk and Recorders office in
County of Union
Jonesboro, IL. This item can
be viewed in the clerk's office
Notice is hereby given and is being sold as is. Bids
pursuant to "An Act in rela- will be opened on Monday,
tion to the use of an Assumed June 6, 2022, at 9 a.m. and
Name in the conduct or the top bidder will be notified
Transaction of Business in at that time.
the State," as Amended that a
24g
certification was filed by the
undersigned with the County
IN THE CIRCUIT
Clerk of Union County. Filed
COURT FOR THE
this 17th day of May, 2022,
FIRST JUDICIAL
under the Assumed Name of
CIRCUIT
Midwest Peculiar with the
UNION COUNTY,
place of business located
ILLINOIS
at 102 North Front Street,
Cobden, Illinois 62920, and
In the Matter of the
that the True Name(s) and
Estate of:
Residence Address of the sole
ESTHER WILLCUT
owner(s) and Proprietor(s) of
Deceased.
said Business is:
2021P8

Public
Notice

Tracy Dillard
113 West Poplar Street
Cobden, IL 62920
Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk
24-26gc
ASSUMED BUSINESS
NAME ACT
State of Illinois
SS
County of Union
Notice is hereby given
pursuant to "An Act in relation to the use of an Assumed
Name in the conduct or
Transaction of Business in
the State," as Amended that a
certification was filed by the
undersigned with the County
Clerk of Union County. Filed
this 11th day of May, 2022,
under the Assumed Name of
Countryside Variety with the
place of business located at
80 Mt. Pleasant Road, Buncombe, Illinois 62912, and
that the True Name(s) and
Residence Address of the sole
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CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors, heirs and legatees of the
death of Esther Willcut. An
order was entered on April
27, 2022 and filed on April
28, 2022, authorizing issuance of Letters of Office for
Independent Administrator
to Rebecca J. O’Neill, Union
County Public Administrator. Rebecca J. O’Neill also
serves as attorney for Rebecca
J. O’Neill, Union County
Public Administrator. Her address is 118 East Union Street
Marion, IL 62959. Claims
against the estate 2021P8,
may be filed in the Circuit
Clerk’s office, Union County
Courthouse, Jonesboro, Illinois, or with the Independent
Administrator or both not less
than 6 months from May 26,
2022, the date of the first
publication, or if mailing or
delivery of a notice from the
Administrator is required
by 755 ILCS 5/18-3, three
months from the date of mailing or delivery, whichever is

help wanted
Sales representative for Reppert
Publications. No phone calls
please.
Apply in person at 112 Lafayette
Street, Anna, IL, or online at:
jlreppert@annanews.com 23&24GP

CD

later. Any claim not filed on Property
P I N 14-00-10-484
or before that date is barred.
Common Address:
Copies of a claim filed with
111 Ash Street,
the Circuit Clerk should be
Dongola, IL 62926
mailed or delivered by the
Legal Description: Fifty
claimant to the Independent
(50) feet of even width off
Administrator’s Attorney.
the West side of the South
Keri E. Clark 120 feet of Lot Number One
Circuit Court Clerk Hundred Fifteen (115) of E
Leavenworth’s Addition to
Attorney Rebecca J. O'Neill the Village of Dongola, situIllinois Bar No. 06199381 ated in Union County, Illinois.
Potential buyers may
118 East Union Street contact John R. Schneider
Marion, IL 62969 of the law firm of Johnson,
(618)-751-1753 Schneider & Ferrell, L.L.C.,
rebeccajoneill51law@ 212 North Main Street, Cape
gmail.com Girardeau, MO 63701, Phone
UNION COUNTY PUB- Number 573-335-3300 for
LIC ADMINISTRATOR information regarding this
24-26g real estate.
At said sale, the Court will
give the purchaser a certifiIN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST cate showing the amount of
the bid, a particular descripJUDICIAL CIRCUIT
tion of the property sold, and
UNION COUNTY,
the time when the purchaser
ILLINOIS
will be entitled to a deed for
such property unless same
ANNA-JONESBORO
shall have been redeemed
NATIONAL BANK,
according to law.
an Illinois Banking
corporation,
Keri Clark
Plaintiff,
Circuit Clerk
Vs
TARA J. STONE,
Document prepared by:
UNKNOWN OWNERS
JOHN R. SCHNEIDER
And NON-RECORD
JOHNSON, SCHNEIDER
CLAIMANTS,
& FERRELL, L.L.C.
Defendants.
212 North Main Street
Case No.: 2021-CH-13
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
Telephone: 573-335-3300
NOTICE OF SALE
Facsimile: 573-335-1978
Notice is hereby given www.johnsonschneider.com
24-26g
that pursuant to a Judgment
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above captioned
matter on March 15, 2022,
the Sheriff in Union County,
will by public sale on June
22, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in the
Union County Courthouse,
in Jonesboro, Illinois, sell at
public venue to the highest
and best bidder, for cash, or
cashier’s check drawn on a Use ItchNoMore® shamfederally or state chartered poo on dogs & cats to stop
bank or savings and loan, shedding, treat hot spots,
the following described real & eliminate doggy odor.
At Tractor Supply® (www.
estate:
fleabeacon.com)
Exhibit A
Legal Description of the

Illinois
Classified
Network

Business
DUCKWORKS LAWN
CARE:
(618)-201-5712
MOWING IS WHAT
WE DO!
Free Estimates!
Other Services:
Landscaping,
Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com
gptfn
WEBB'S LAWN CARE
LLC:
Mowing, Weedeating,
pressure washing,
general lawn care.
Call today for a
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425
4p-5g tfn

VACANCY NOTICE
Dongola Unit # 66 is
seeking applicants to fill the
following position:
Paraprofessional –
GROSS BUSTERS
3 positions available
Specifics of the position EXTERIOR CLEANING:
• House Washing
are:
• Roof Cleaning
- 9 month position
• Gutter Cleaning
- Benefits include sick,
• Deck Staining
personal and bereavement
CALL TODAY!
leave
(618)-697-5968
- Health, dental and vision
Grossbustersil.com
insurance is available
- Board paid life insurance
11p-29gpc
policy
- Applicant must be able
BENJAMIN
to: work at a fast pace, able
Professional Services
to lift heavy objects, possess
offers Bush Trimming
some computer skills for
Underbrush Clearing
required paperwork, display
Fallen Tree Removal
good organizational skills,
Mulching!
possess a good work ethic
FREE QUOTES!
and the ability to develop a
Call/Text 618-499-9091
positive rapport with students
E-mail ben.coleson@
and co-workers.
gmail.com
Applicants must submit
23p-31gc
a letter of interest, resume,

17-19GP20G
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Union County CEO program presents scholarships, awards

Hunter Boyd

Madi Hawk

Jessica Glasco

A special part of the recent Union County CEO
Celebration and Trade Show
was the presentation of $250
awards to two current class
members and two alumni.
The awards can be used
for education, training or
growing a business idea.
This year’s awards were
presented by CEO board
member Kathy Bryan.
Kathy, the owner of Kiki’s
Coffeehouse in Anna, was
the facilitator of CEO for
three years prior to becoming a member of the Anna
City Council.
She continues to speak to
the students, offer in-kind
donations and serve on CEO
committees.
Hunter Boyd
Hunter Boyd, CEO 22,
owner of HB’s Custom
Lures, will attend Shawnee Community College
on an Ambassador Scholarship and plans to transfer to
Southern Illinois University
for business/accounting.
His application included
these thoughts:
“My CEO experience has
greatly affected my future.
Before this program, I was
very introverted and was
unsure what my life goals
were. After the first few
months of the program, I noticed drastic changes in my
personality. I became more
outgoing, and my speaking

abilities grew dramatically.
I feel more confident in
myself and my professional
appearance. Seeing the various financial institutions
and hearing their stories
has shaped my goals for my
future career as well. CEO
overall has developed me
more as a person and as a
new business owner.
“The CEO program has
opened my eyes to how
many businesses we have
in our area. There is a wide
variety of industries in the
county that I had no idea
were here. The program
has taken my already large
appreciation for the county
and grew it even more.
“I would love to stay in
the area and raise my family
in this county. I want my
children to grow up in the
same community that I did
because this area has shaped
who I am as a person, and I
want the same for my kids.
Eventually, I would love to
have my kids in the CEO
program as well.
“I want to take this chance
to thank every person that
is involved with this program. It takes a village to
run something like this,
and at times it is not easy,
but without all of your hard
work and dedication to our
success, I would not be the
same person I am today.
This program has had a
major impact on my life
and has helped to point me
in the direction of the future
I want for myself. I am very
grateful to be a part of this
amazing program! I hope to
be able to stay involved in
the future!”
Madi Hawk
Madi Hawk, CEO 22,
owner of Inner Peace Sitting
Services, will be attending
Southeastern Illinois College on a bowling scholarship. She plans to transfer to
SIU to major in accounting.
Her application shared the
following:
“CEO has affected my future in many positive ways.
I find myself discussing it
with multiple members of
the business community and
when I do, I can see the shift
where they start holding me
to a higher standard than others. I don’t like to be treated
like a kid, so it is really nice
to see people start treating
me as an adult.
“CEO has also taught
me that all communities
are valuable. I was once a
person that was determined
to get out of Union County
as quickly as possible but
following CEO it has shown
me that our community is
amazing. Overall, I believe
CEO will boost me exponentially in the future.
“My view of Union County has changed considerably
since I entered the program.
When I first started the CEO
program, I had a goal of
finishing my senior year and
then going to a college in
Kentucky and getting as far

away from here as possible.
“I am a stubborn person,
so at first, I almost turned up
my nose to all of the business
owners who said I should
come back here. However,
following the Small Business Christmas Event I really saw the community
come together and put on a
phenomenal event and I was
awestruck. After the event
I saw Union County in a
whole other way. So many
businesses came together to
provide items for the boxes,
we got a grant from the city
to pay for the skating rink,
and in our visits to businesses afterwards, we got to see
how many of them sold out
of products because of how
many people were there.
That event broke so many
records it is amazing to me
that we were able to make
that happen. So now I see
Union County as my home
again and I really want to
root myself in this community as much as I can.”
The CEO’s two alumni
winners have had entirely
different paths for school
and through COVID, yet
both have used CEO skills
of communication, networking, determination,and
thinking outside the box to
have progressed to where
they are today.
Jessica Glasco
Jessica Glasco, CEO
17, is currently attending
Southeastern Illinois College where she is a TRIO
member.
TRIO is a program for
first generation college students. Jessica is working toward her associate’s degree
while hoping to be accepted
into the nursing school.
She works full time with
Integritas as an ER medical
scribe while being a fulltime student and living on
her own.
She stated, “The CEO
class changed my entire
personality. Thanks to it I
am able to talk to anyone in
a professional manner, and
I interview very well too! I
have such a hunger to succeed! I want nothing more
than to see my career and
my small Cricut business
thrive!”
Samantha Smith
Samantha Smith, CEO
16, graduated from Lindenwood College in 2020 with
a bachelor of science degree
in marketing.
She is currently co-founder of On Brand Marketing:
a female founded digital
marketing agency with a
modern approach to digital
strategy, web design, and
product innovation.
She met her business partner Traci Bushur while they
both studied abroad, but
Samantha’s story has had
unexpected twists and turns
along the way.
“I graduated college after
a semester in London and
was ready to book a one-way
flight with a single suitcase

to NYC and make it work,
then COVID hit.
“I immediately reached
out to a family I had nannied
for in the Chicago suburbs
and asked if they needed
some help finishing out the
school year, when we still
thought covid would be over
in a few weeks. A few weeks
turned into the summer, and
before I knew it I had been
living with the Kushner’s
nearly six months.
“It was fall of 2021 and
I decided that even though
nannying was the best solution for my short-term needs,
I needed to continue growing in a more professional
and long term career. I began
doing virtual assistance for
an influencer in Chicago:
SEO -search engine optimization (something I did for
my CEO business), affiliate
marketing, and social media
management.

“I then applied to work
for a major medspa in a fulltime marketing role and was
quickly declined for “lack of
experience.”
“I knew I was capable
so I asked if they had any
shadowing or internship opportunities and shortly after
was connected with Amie
Martin, owner of Aesthetic
Mentor, an aesthetic training
company.
“In a matter of months I
was doing web design, SEO,
and managing the entire Instagram account. During this
time, Amie asked if I knew a
video editor. Ironically, that
week one of my best friends
I studied abroad with had
launched a Youtube channel.
Shortly after, On Brand was
born.”
Samantha and Traci have
created a successful partnership. “We have established
a name for ourselves in the

Chicagoland region and beyond. Locally, we created
the Gift What Matters email
and social media campaign
for Rendleman Orchards
last fall, we designed the
Country Roads Flowers &
Gifts website, and we are
currently collaborating with
Union County Women &
Business pro bono to create
their logo and rebrand for
their 30th anniversary this
summer. Samantha also
serves as a UCCEO mentor
and presenter.
“I know I wouldn’t be doing what I am today without
CEO.”
Union County CEO board
member Evelyn Bailey said,
“We love to hear of our
students’ successes. It is
not only a reflection on the
students but also on all of
the people in our community
who support the UCCEO
program in so many ways.”

Shawnee Community
College is partnering with
the PAST organization of
Union County to offer a
guided bus tour at 10 a.m.
Saturday, June 11, during the
Annabelle Festival.
The tour is scheduled to
begin at Shawnee Community College’s extension
center in Anna. The center
is located at 1150 E. Vienna
St. The tour is set to begin
promptly at 10 a.m.
Organizers said it is
strongly recommended that
persons who are interested
in going on the tour register
at shawneecc.edu/community-education or call 8333399 for information. A $20
registration fee includes a
souvenir booklet.
The bus tour will stop at
Stinson Memorial Library
and St. Anne’s Church in
Anna, before going on to
the A-J National Bank on the
Jonesboro Square.
Other stops will be the
Lincoln-Douglas debate site
in Jonesboro, the PAST Her-

itage House in Jonesboro,
the Jonesboro Library (depot), Kornthal Church south
of Jonesboro and St. John’s
Church near Dongola.
Each site will be toured
and a guide will tell the
history. Those not wishing
to enter all the sites will be
told the history on the bus.
This is a one-time tour
and will be approximately
two hours long. Snacks and a
drink are allowed on the bus.
An optional destination
after returning to the college
site in Anna will be a trip to
see Camp Ground Church
east of Anna, where the
Cherokee camped during
the Trail of Tears and many
are buried.
This is the first collaboration with the two organizations and more are planned
for the future. It is hoped
the public will look at the
historic sites they may pass
every day in a new way.
Walking Tours
PAST also has announced
plans for self-guided walk-

ing tours of downtown Anna
during the Annabelle Festival on June 11.
Those who want to go on
the tours will find pamphlets
highlighting the sites selected for this year’s tour at the
Annabelle Market on South
Main Street, or at any of the
other sites listed.
From 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
costumed guides will tell
about the historic buildings
and the people who worked
or owned them throughout
the decades.
Included this year will
be Enchanted Garden, The
Kitchen on Lafayette, The
Gathering Place, Mt. Moriah
Church, Hope Church, Kiki’s Coffeehouse, the Here
and Now Shop and Merriman Optometry.
Other historical places
and events on the map include the Anna Arts Center,
the Anna-Jo Garden Club
plant sale, the Moose parking lot pet parade, Stinson
Memorial Library and St.
Anne’s Church.

PAST plans to offer Annabelle
Festival bus, historic walking tours

Local history highlighted

Shawnee Community College is partnering with the PAST organization
of Union County to offer a guided bus tour on Saturday, June 11, during the
Annabelle Festival. Photo provided.

Check out The Gazette-Democrat online at annanews.com

Recognized for
Extraordinary Patient Safety
Always By Your Side.

Southeast Hospital has, for the 5th consecutive time,
received an ‘A’ in the Spring 2022 Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade,
a national distinction recognizing the organization’s achievements in protecting
patients from harm and providing safer healthcare. Southeast Hospital stands
as 1 of only 6 Missouri hospitals to earn this distinction 5 times in a row.

Get connected at

SEhealth.org
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Opinion and Please read this...
'Give me my porch and all will be OK'
Commentary

By Geof Skinner

Share rural roads
safely during spring
planting season

By Emily Steele
Emily Steele is media communications coordinator with
University of Illinois Extension.
URBANA – After a cold, wet spring Illinois farmers are
racing to get their crops in the field. As large farm equipment moves along country roads, both farmers and those
driving a vehicle should adopt a “safety first” attitude.
The 2022 spring planting season is progressing rapidly
with many workers moving at a rapid pace to keep up.
During spring planting season, more slow-moving farm
equipment travel on the roadways, creating potentially
hazardous traffic jams where motorists in a rush least
expect them.
“Since many drivers are unfamiliar with the size and
maneuverability of farm equipment, operators should use
hazards and turn signals diligently. Avoid moving equipment during peak traffic times. For example, shuffle equipment in the middle of they day to avoid people driving to
and from work and school. When yielding to oncoming
traffic, slow down and be aware of soft shoulders. Avoid
distractions, such as using cell phones when driving, and
refrain from carrying passengers,” says Josie Rudolphi, a
University of Illinois Extension agricultural and biological
engineering assistant professor.
Transportation incidents, including tractor overturns,
are the leading work-related cause of death for farmworkers, according to the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Farmers will pull off the road to allow motorists to pass
when it is safe for them to do so, but they cannot move
aside immediately since it can be a hazardous maneuver.
Unpaved road shoulders can be soft, wet, rutted, or steep,
which can cause farm vehicles to tip over.
Drivers should watch for the Slow-Moving Vehicle,
SMV, sign – a bright orange triangle trimmed with red
reflective tape. The SMV emblem is a warning to motorists that the vehicle they are approaching is only capable
of moving up to 25 miles per hour, and poses a hazard.
The emblem is required by law on all tractors, combines
and other farm equipment.
“A fully loaded tractor, combine or truck moves much
slower than the average car or truck,” says Doug Gucker,
Extension Educator for Local Food Systems and Small
Farms. A car going 55 mph takes 5 seconds to brake 300
feet – that’s the length of a football field – to avoid rearending farm equipment traveling 15 mph.
Equipment operators should clean dirt off SMV signs,
flashers, and reflective tape to ensure visibility and replace
faded SMV emblems and reflective material. Add extra
reflective tape to increase visibility. Avoid heavy traffic
times and bad weather.
Drivers should not assume that the person operating the
farm equipment knows a vehicle is nearby – they cannot
see drivers that are following closely or if they are travelling close to the side of the equipment. Modern farm
equipment is often wider than a traffic lane, particularly
on bridges and raised roadways. Approaching traffic needs
to be prepared to allow wide equipment to pass.
Slow down when approaching farming equipment.
Give yourself plenty of space and be prepared to stop.
Assume the driver of the farm equipment may not see
you. Before attempting to pass, make sure the farmer is
not preparing to turn.

A headline in the Friday, March 13, issue of USA TODAY happened to catch my attention...
“My porch offers peace, insight as summer sanctuary,”
the headline read.
The headline accompanied a column written by Connie Schultz. Schultz is a columnist for USA TODAY.
As I have noted in the past, I have a subscription to the
paper, which I sometimes refer to as USA YESTERDAY
or maybe USA LAST WEEK or maybe even USA LAST
MONTH, because “today’s” paper generally does not
arrive today. Most of the time, the best I can count on is
getting the paper a couple of days late. But, that’s another
story, for another time.
Not only is Connie Schultz a columnist, she also has
won a Pulitzer Prize and the author of a novel which was
a New York Times bestseller.
I have not won a Pulitzer Prize. Truth be told, I am
biding my time. I’ve written the Best Column Ever. I
just have not shared it. I am not sure I could live with
the glory that would go with winning a Pulitzer Prize.
However, I do know an actual journalist who won an
actual Pulitzer Prize.
I also have never been a New York Times bestselling
author. Perhaps that is because I am not an author, in that
I have never written a book. I guess I can take comfort
in knowing that many people have never written a book.
However, I have read a number of New York Times bestsellers...sometimes on the front porch.
Anyway, I’ve rambled a little bit...
Back to the column written by Ms. Schultz...
In her column, Schultz recalled the front porches of her
childhood while growing up in Cleveland: “My parents
rented two houses before owning one, and all three had
a porch with a swing and a smattering of chairs in the
summer.”
As best as I can remember, my childhood did not
involve any houses with front porches, as in the kind of
front porches that might have a swing and a smattering
of chairs. My family moved a lot when we were kids.
Mostly, we lived in the suburbs. The houses had some
sort of a porch...
Then, The Other Half and your writer moved to the
place we’ve called home since, well...for a long time...
It’s an old house. The Other Half likes to say our house
has character. I think the first time she said that was shortly
after we moved in and discovered that a waterfall would
make an appearance in our kitchen during Southern Illinois downpours. That little bit of character has been
resolved.
Our house has a front porch. A “real” porch that wraps
around the front of the house. Our porch has a porch swing.
And a smattering of chairs. The swing came from another
front porch...in East Alton, which meant that it brought
its own set of memories...
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I think that swing has been on our front porch for as
long as we’ve been in our house. I don’t recall the original
color of the porch swing. Now, it’s green. Because that
was the color of paint we had at the time.
We also have an old rocking chair, of unknown vintage,
on the front porch. The chair came home with us from an
auction, long ago. The chair looks like it was a handcrafted
creation, but we do not know for sure. The chair is a very
nice place for a nap.
The number of mornings...and afternoons...and evenings...and night times we’ve spent sitting on the porch
swing would be very, very hard to count. So would the
memories which have been created...
Many, many years ago, a photographer from the daily
newspaper in Carbondale happened by and saw our son
on the porch swing. The photographer shot a picture. The
picture ended up in the paper. A special friend in Carterville happened to see the picture and sent us a copy, along
with some kind words.
Daughter and I often would sit out on the front porch
watching the lightning and listening to thunder which accompanied storms rolling across the sky overhead. Often,
we would defy wisdom and, perhaps, common sense, to
go out and watch the weather in the midst of severe storm
warnings.
Over the years, The Other Half’s piano students, and
sometimes their parents, would sit on the porch swing,
waiting for a lesson to be completed.
One time, while sitting on the porch, I watched folks
across the street while they were playing a ballgame, with
lots of laughter...happy sounds.
I’ve sat on the porch swing while listening on the radio
(yes, listening to the radio), as the St. Louis Cardinals
played in the postseason...sometimes even winning a
World Series.
I’ve sat on the porch swing in the balmy heat and humidity of a Southern Illinois summer afternoon...and in the
icy cold of a winter afternoon. Summer was much nicer,
except for the mosquitoes.
Last weekend, while sitting on the porch swing, I heard
a clamor nearby involving a squirrel and a pair of robins.
The robins apparently were not happy with the squirrel.
Matter of fact, the robins were chasing the squirrel out on
the street. One more memory made on the porch.
Nowadays, Bob and I spend lots of time on the porch
swing. I can’t tell you what he’s thinking. I don’t speak,
or think, cat.
Columnist Schultz wrote that her front porch is “the
one place where I reliably shut out the day’s noise and
discover new conversations brewing deep inside me.
Writer’s mind, you understand.”
A “subheadline” which accompanied the column may
have summed up everything best of all: “Give me my
porch and all will be OK.” Amen to that...
Police Week, May 14-May 20 each year. Officer Boyer
was presented with an Honor Award given to him by the
American Police Federation.
Officials have announced that the Dongola Lake will
open for the 1972 season this Saturday at noon. The Lake
opened for its first year of operation last year with great
success.
Work on the youth building being constructed at the
Anna City Park is well underway. The project, with volunteer labor from the Anna Rotary Club, will house youth
exhibits during the Anna Fair and is a year round structure.
The thermometer steadily climbed during the last reporting period in Union County, from 80 degrees Wednesday, May 17, to a high of 90 recorded Monday, May 22.
The fourth graders at McClure Elementary School are
quite elated these days, the reason: seems as though they
are the championship spellers in the KFVS Spelling Bee.
From the Camp Ground news: It looks like summer
has come as some places the temperature registered in
the 90s. It looks like the rains have let up too. So all the
farmers are very busy trying to get their work caught up
and hay made.
From the Friendship news: Our gardens are needing a
shower but the weather man doesn’t give us much hope.
Some chance of showers tomorrow or Tuesday. Sure
hope so.

Memorial Day will be observed Monday, May 29, in
the Union County area, with special services planned by
veterans organizations.
Many Union County schools will hold commencement
exercises tonight, Thursday, May 25, and Friday, May 26.
Some students were graduated from elementary schools
earlier this week.
All Union County school children will begin their
summer vacation Friday, May 26, and return to school in
August, during Fair Week.
The Anna Municipal Swimming Pool has been painted,
the surroundings cleaned, the pool has been filled, and
a manager employed and is ready for the summer. The
opening date is set for Memorial Day, Monday, May 29.
The county board of commissioners passed a resolution dated Monday, May 22, concerning Union County
Housing Authority’s agreement in lieu of taxes in order
Strong winds, tornado watch, 1.15 inches
to proceed with the construction of the unit.
of rain, highs ranging from 64 to 88 degrees
Officer Lawrence Boyer of the Anna Police Department
was honored at a dinner Wednesday, May 17, in
Strong winds, a tornado period included .23 of an
recognition
of the officers in conjunction with National
watch, high temperatures inch of rain on May 18 and
ranging from 64 to 88 de- .92 of an inch of rain on
grees and 1.15 inches of May 21.
rain highlighted weather
Following are temperain the Union County area tures for the period as reduring the period of May corded by local weather
17-23.
observer Dana Cross in
The National Weather Jonesboro:
Service office in Paducah
H L
reported peak winds which Tuesday, May 17
84 51
topped 50 miles per hour Wednesday, May 18 84 58
in the region on Friday, Thursday, May 19
86 62
May 20.
Friday, May 20
88 74
Peak winds of 51 mph Saturday, May 21
81 60
were reported in the Car- Sunday, May 22
64 56
bondale area on Friday. Monday, May 23
68 52
Heavy Rain Possible
Winds of 48 mph were reA chance of thundercorded in Poplar Bluff, Mo.
Parts of Southern Illinois, storms reentered the foreSoutheast Missouri and cast late Tuesday afternoon
Western Kentucky were into Tuesday night for parts
under a wind advisory for of Southern Illinois, Southmuch of the day on Friday. east Missouri and Western
The weather service of- Kentucky.
Heavy rain with flooding
fice in Paduch also reported
potential
was the primary
a balmy start to the weather
storm
hazard
expected for
on Friday. Record warm
low temperature records Wednesday into Wednesday
in many locations were in night, with repeat thunderjeopardy. Lows at many lo- storms showing potential
cations were in the mid-70s for up to 2 inches or more of
locally heavy rainfall.
last Friday morning.
A marginal risk of severe
Parts of the Southern Ilstorms
existed for Wedneslinois area, including Union
day
afternoon
and evening, Special tribute
County, were under a torThe Sons of American Revolution are paying tribute to all health care workers, first responders and
nado watch for part of the with damaging winds and
day on Thursday, May 19. large hail the primary se- others who have helped the community throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. Photo provided.
Precipitation during the vere hazards.

Weather

