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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Ongoing project underway at Anna City Park

Trees planted in commemoration of Arbor Day
dinal crabapple. A formal 
dedication is planned early 
this summer.

 All three trees help meet 
the goals set in a grant pro-
posal earlier this year.  

In March, the City of 
Anna was awarded a Re-
cover, Replant, Restore 
grant from Trees Forever 
to improve the park and 
cemetery by adding trees.  

Specifically, 18 specimen 
trees mirroring the eigh-
teen tees of the disc golf 
course will be planted and 
recognized with appropri-
ate signage to create a tree 
identification trail winding 
approximately 1.2 miles 
through the Anna City Park.

The tree commission 
and garden club expressed 
appreciation for the sup-
port and representation 
from University of Illinois 
Extension, the U.S. Forest 
Service, the Cache River 
Disc Golf Club and Anna 
Evergreen Nurseries.

The City of Anna’s Tree 
City USA Commission and 
the Anna-Jo Garden Club 
joined forces on Arbor Day 
last Friday to plant three 
trees in the Anna City Park 
to enhance the disc golf 
course, commemorate the 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School graduat-
ing class of 2022 and to 
fulfill the objectives of a 
grant received by the city 
from Trees Forever.

The trees were planted 
near the tees of the 16th, 
17th and 18th holes of the 
disc golf course that is lo-
cated in the park. 

John Wingate, president 
of the Cache River Disc 
Golf Club, was excited to 
see the trees go in. “It’s 
great to watch the course 
gradually improve over 
time.  The addition of trees 
makes playing more enjoy-
able and challenging,” he 
said.

The Anna-Jo Garden 
Club has an Arbor Day 
committee that each year 
provides and plants a tree at 
the park. This year’s selec-
tion was a Kwanzan cherry. 
Eight members of the club 
were present to participate 
in the ceremony.

The city’s tree commis-
sion plants a tree each year 
in honor of the A-JCHS 
graduating class. The tree 
chosen this year was a Car-

Anna-Jo Garden Club members participated in an Arbor Day tree planting 
last Friday at the Anna City Park. Those on hand included Tom Caldwell, Nancy 
Kucera, Pete Housman, Elaine Dunn, Susan Prestia and Susan Sherwin. 

A tree was planted last Friday at the Anna City Park in commemoration of Arbor Day. Participants 
included Anna city arborist Tom Caldwell, who is also chairman of the Anna-Jo Garden Club Arbor Day 
committee; Anna City Council member Martha Ann Webb; Anna-Jo Garden Club member Pete Housman; 
Kim Rohling from University of Illinois Extension, who helped to secure grant funding for the project; 
Anna-Jo Garden Club president Nancy Kucera; Linda Hauser, information assistant with the U.S. Forest 
Service; Anna city administrator Dori Bigler; Anna city public works manager Gary Dahmer; Tina Goetz, 
representing Anna Evergreen Nurseries; and John Wingate, representing the Cache River Disc Golf Club.

Special honor for Shawnee Community College student

‘We at SIU are proud...blessed to have you...’
Commencement is right 

around the corner at Shaw-
nee Community College, 
and one graduate will have 
something extra to cel-
ebrate this year. 

Jessica Cates will receive 
an associate of arts degree 
and an associate of science 
degree on May 13. 

Cates also received quite 
a surprise on Monday, May 
2. 

As she was preparing 

for class at Shawnee Com-
munity College’s Anna Ex-
tension Center, Cates was 
surprised by leaders from 
Shawnee Community Col-
lege and Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale. 

Wendell Williams, asso-
ciate chancellor of enroll-
ment management at SIU, 
delivered the news that 
Cates had earned the Pro-
vost’s Scholarship, which 
means her education at SIU 

is paid in full. 
“Your story is motivating 

to us, from where you came 
from to where you’re head-
ed. We at SIU are proud 
and blessed to have you,” 
Williams said.

Cates started at Shawnee 
Community College in the 
adult education program. 

After completing that 
program, she enrolled in 
classes and was inducted 
into Phi Theta Kappa Honor 

Society. “Thank you so 
much. I worked hard for 
this. I appreciate it,” Cates 
said. 

Cates plans to major in 
human sciences at SIU 
and pursue a career as a 
social worker. Cates says 
she wants to give back and 
help others.  

A video of the surprise 
announcement can be 
viewed online at https://
youtu.be/2Nm7FmsMJqw.

Leaders from Shawnee Community College and Southern Illinois University Carbondale honored 
Jessica Cates at Shawnee's extension center in Anna. Shawnee Community College photo.

A sure sign that warmer 
weather has arrived: the 
Jonesboro Square fountain 
was working last week.

***
Happy Mother’s Day to 

all of you moms out there. 
Sunday is the big day.

***
A worship service is set 

for 7 p.m. Thursday, May 
12, at historic Kornthal 
Church near Jonesboro.

***
The Anna Blue Dolphin 

swim team was planning 
to have registration for the 
2022 season Wednesday 
evening, May 4, at the par-
ish hall at St. Mary Catholic 
Church in Anna.

***
Looked like the Union 

County farmers market was 
underway Tuesday morn-
ing at a municipal parking 
lot along East Davie Street 
in Anna.

***

A tiger swallow butterfly 
landed on some brightly 
colored flowers one eve-
ning last week in Union 
County.

(continued on page 2)

Temperatures ranged 
from a high of 80 degrees 
to a low of 34 during the 
period of April 26 through 
May 2 in the Union County 
area.

Precipitation totalled .63 
of an inch of rain, which 
included .41 of an inch on 
April 30, .01 of an inch on 
May 1 and .21 of an inch 
on May 2.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro:
                                  H   L
Tuesday, April 26      62 40
Wednesday, April 27 72 34
Thursday, April 28     73 42
Friday, April 29          80 56
Saturday, April 30      76 59
Sunday, May 1           77 48
Monday, May 2         70 44

April Weather
The high temperature for 

the month of April was 82 
degrees, which was record-
ed April 22. The average 
high for the month was 67.

The low for the month 
was 31, which was recorded 
on April 3 and 19. The aver-
age low was 45.

Precipitation for the 
month totalled 4.56 inches.  

The most rain in a 24-
hour period was 1.12 inch-
es, recorded on April 25.

Precipitation for 2022, as 
of the end of April, totalled 
21.18 inches. 

Storms Possible
Severe weather is pos-

sible Thursday, today, in the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
stated on its website early 
this week that rounds of 
storms are possible dur-
ing the day on Thursday, 
followed by another round 
during the night.

The outlook was calling 
for the possibility of dam-
aging winds and large hail. 
The weather service also 
advised that “tornado po-
tential cannot be ruled out.”

Weather
High 80, low 34
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Art fair held 
in Cobden

A Cobden High School art fair was presented 
Saturday, April 30. The art fair welcomed visitors 
from 8 a.m. to noon at the Old Feed Store in 
downtown Cobden. 

Art works created by the school’s Art Club 
and all Cobden High School art classes were on 
display. Musical instruments created by a guitar/
ukelele building class were on display. Cell phone 
amplifiers made by the Art Club were on sale. The 
creations of industrial design students also were 
featured. Morgan Cerny presented displays of 
magic during the event. Jeremy Crawford is the art 
teacher at Cobden.

1st Annual

W a r m  S o l e s ,  N e w  H o p e  C a m p a i g n
Y O U R  $ 1 5  D O N A T I O N  P R O V I D E S  S H O E S  F O R  A  C H I L D  I N
N E E D .  D O N A T E  T O D A Y  A N D  1 0 0 %  O F  Y O U R  M O N E T A R Y

D O N A T I O N  W I L L  B E  U S E D  T O  P U R C H A S E  N E W  S H O E S  F O R
C H I L D R E N  A F F E C T E D  B Y  A B U S E ,  N E G L E C T ,  D I S A S T E R ,  O R

P E R S O N A L  N E E D .  S H O E S  W I L L  B E  D I S T R I B U T E D  T H R O U G H  T H E
C H I L D R E N ' S  M E D I C A L  &  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  R E S O U R C E

N E T W O R K ,  A R R O W L E A F ,  A N D  A L L  S O U T H E R N  S E V E N  H E A D
S T A R T  L O C A T I O N S .

D O N A T I O N  D E A D L I N E :  M A Y  7 ,  2 0 2 2

Mail or drop donations off at:
WIBH Radio

330 S. Main Street
Anna, IL 62906

 
Note: Make checks payable to "Operation Warm"

 

Donate online:
operationwarm.org/wibh

Thank you to our Campaign Partners!

For more information or to request shoes, contact:

Moury Bass, Owner
WIBH Radio

(618) 833-9424

Shawnna Rhine, 
Southern 7 Health Dept.

Head Start
(618) 634-2297, ext. 9161

Facebook: WIBH Warm Soles, New Hope Campaign
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News Notes
(continued from page 1)

Starting the week of May 
23, Southern Seven Health 
Department plans to begin 
annual trapping of mosqui-
toes in the area to test for 
West Nile virus.

***
Registration is scheduled 

to begin May 23 for the 
summer reading program at 
Stinson Memorial Library 
in Anna. “Oceans of Possi-
bility” is the theme for this 
year. Weekly programs are 
planned June 14 through 
July 27.

***
The Bald Knob Cross of 

Peace near Alto Pass plans 
to welcome Katy Nichole as 
part of the the UNITE at the 
Cross Christian Music Fes-
tival on Saturday, July 16.

***
C o b d e n ’s  We n d e l l 

Wheeler has been inducted 
into the Illinois Basketball 
Coaches Hall of Fame.

***
Cobden High School is 

proud of Olivia Brumleve, 
who has been selected as 
a Golden Apple Scholar. 
Olivia will receive a schol-
arship over the next four 
years, as well as extensive 
hands on teacher train-
ing through Golden Apple. 
More than 2,000 students 
from throughout Illinois 
applied for the scholarship. 
Olivia’s current plans are 
to attend Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale 
this fall. She will major in 
agricultural systems and 
education and minor in bio-
logical sciences. She plans 
to become a high school 
agriculture teacher.

***
Members of the Cobden 

Youth and Community Ad-
vocates volunteered at the 
Southern Illinois Special 
Olympics in Herrin.

***
A “Summer Stock-Up” 

food drive is underway this 
week to benefit the Cobden 
Elementary School PTO 
food pantry. Healthy, shelf-
stable food donations can 
be brought to the school.

***
Cobden’s Kingston Kuhn 

qualified for the SIJHSAA 
golf state finals.

***
Cobden High School 

teacher Lindsey LeFevre’s 
horticulture class toured 
Busch Stadium in St. Louis 
last week. They learned 
about field and turf manage-
ment. Students were able 
to watch field preparations 
for a St. Louis Cardinals 
baseball game.

***
“Coin War/Spirit Week” 

also is underway at Cob-
den Elementary School. 
Themes include “Cinco 
De Mayo” on Thursday, 
today, and “School Heroes 
Day” on Friday. Coins col-
lected during the week will 
be used to buy books for 
classrooms.

A spring book fair is 
planned May 9-13 at Cob-
den Elementary School.

*** 
Ethan Penrod of Cobden, 

a junior music major, was 
set to be one of four student 
conductors at a Southeast 
Missouri State University 
wind symphony and con-
cert band performance on 
Tuesday night in Cape Gi-
rardeau.

***
The Illinois Department 

of Natural Resources Divi-
sion of Education shared on 
social media that students 
from Lick Creek School 
“did a marvelous job” at 
a recent Earth Day in the 
Parks event at Tunnel Hill 
State Trail, adding: “They 
removed nearly 55 pounds 
of nonnative, invasive gar-
lic mustard plants along the 
trail. Thank you so much 
for this great effort.”

***
University of Illinois Ex-

tension recently presented a 
financial literacy program 
for 8th grade students at 
Lick Creek School.

***
Recent activities for pre-

kindergarten students at 
Lick Creek School included 
a field trip to Giant City 
State Park near Makanda 
and getting sugarsnap and 
cherry tomato plants in the 
ground.

***
Congratulations to the 

Shawnee High School prom 
queen and king: Gabby 
Smith and Koda Abraham.

***
A variety of summer 

camps are being planned 
by Shawnee School District 
No. 84.

***
A spring choir and band 

concert is set for 7 p.m. Fri-
day, May 6, in the education 
center at Shawnee Com-
munity College near Ullin.

***
Reminder to Jonesboro 

residents: the city is plan-
ning to flush fire hydrants 
on May 6, beginning at 8 
p.m. Residents could ex-
perience low to no water 
pressure; discolored water 
also is possible.

***
Rural Health Inc. wel-

comed a visit to its Vienna 
clinic by State Rep. Patrick 
Windhorst, R-Metropolis, 
on Thursday, April 21.

***
A seed was planted last 

Saturday morning for the 
start of a new friends of 
the Trail of Tears State 
Forest organization to help 
the Union County natural 
landmark.

***
From NPR news: “...ac-

cording to a new national 
poll by NPR and Ipsos. 
By wide margins – and 
regardless of their political 
affiliation – parents express 
satisfaction with their chil-
dren’s schools and what is 
being taught in them.”
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With 70 years of combined experience, the team at Jonesboro can help 
you with bookkeeping, opening new accounts, notary services, IRAs, HSA 
accounts and safety deposit boxes at our newly renovated location. The 
debit card fraud department is also located at this facility.

Stop in today to meet the team!
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Anna-Jonesboro National Bank
Branch Spotlight - Jonesboro Facility

Located at 1002 Public Square

New expanded services now available.

Serving you from three locations
Visit Us On The Web At: www.ajnational.com

201 S. Main Street
Anna • 618-833-8506 1002 Public Square

Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

512 E. Vienna Street
Anna • 618-833-2922

Phillip R. McGrath
Financial Advisor
311 South Main
Anna, IL 62906
(618) 833-6999
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Union County Counseling Services,
Arrowleaf take final step in merger

Counseling service building
Union County Counseling Services’ main buildings are located at 204 South 

St. in Anna.

SIU Alumni Association presents honors

Avid Saluki fan, booster Teri Campbell 
of Cobden receives Saluki Spirit award

Teri Campbell

Union County Counseling 
Services Inc. and Arrowleaf 
on April 28 completed the 
final legal step needed for the 
merger of the two agencies.

CEO Sherrie L. Crabb said 
in a news release that she sees 
the merger as an opportu-
nity to build on the existing 
strengths of each organization 
and an opportunity to increase 
service to the southern seven 
counties of Illinois.

“There are a lot of strengths 
each organization is bringing 
to the table,” Crabb said.  

“As much as we’ve grown 
at Arrowleaf over the last 
several years in terms of 
people and budgets, we’re 
in a good position from an 
administrative standpoint and 
can support a larger variety 
of programs than smaller 
agencies.  

“At the same time, while 
we cover more geography, 
Union County Counseling 
has deep roots in the most 
highly populated county we 
serve.”

“We see this as a bigger 
improvement than just the 
sum of the parts involved,” 
Crabb said.  

“It’s beyond the amount 
of the combined budgets 
and staff. We’re combining 
different experiences and 
perspectives and will have a 
greater combined impact than 
we would have otherwise had 
individually.”

After the merger, Arrow-
leaf will be the name for the 
merged organization.

“The name Arrowleaf rep-
resents a lot about our region 
and the people we serve and 
it was important to all of 
us to be united beneath that 
banner,” Crabb said. 

“The people of the south-

ern seven counties have been 
through a lot, especially the 
last several years.  But just 
like the various species of ar-
rowleaf plants in the Shawnee 
Forest Region, we are resil-
ient and find ways to thrive 
in any condition.”

Crabb said that all of the 
agencies’ staff members were 
“excited and looking forward 
to the next steps.”

“There are a lot of oth-
er tasks to focus on now, 
from connecting all of our 
networks and telecommuni-
cations to on-boarding new 
staff,” Crabb said.  

“But everyone is very en-
thusiastic about this new 
challenge and the value it will 
add and the enhanced services 
we’ll be able to bring to the 
communities we serve.”

A Union County resident is 
among those being honored 
as distinguished alumni by 
the Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Alumni Association.

Teri Campbell of Cobden 
has been selected by the as-
sociation to receive the Saluki 
Spirit Award.

Campbell is an avid Saluki 
fan and booster. A two-time 
graduate of Southern Illinois 
University, she earned a bach-
elor’s degree in management 
and a master’s in business 
administration and is a long-
time season-ticket holder for 
men’s basketball and football. 

Campbell is a basic skills 
specialist at John A. Logan 
College in Carterville, tutor-
ing students in accounting, 
business and computer infor-
mation systems classes. 

She is also an academic 
advisor and TRIO mentor and 
is the sponsor of the T-PLUS 

Club, a group of student 
tutors. 

She formerly served as 
the assistant coordinator for 
public and sports informa-
tion for the college relations 
office and the coordinator of 
athletic events in the athletics 
department. She has worked 
full time at Logan since 1996.  

A lifelong resident of Cob-
den, Campbell co-authored, 
with former Cobden resident 
Anne Ryman, a book about 
her high school basketball 
team’s historic run to the 
state finals titled “The Amaz-
ing Appleknockers: Illinois’ 
Cinderella Basketball Team 
of 1964.” 

The book was published 
in 2011, and Campbell was 
inducted into the Illinois 
Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion Hall of Fame in 2013 for 
chronicling and preserving an 
important piece of basketball 
history in Illinois.  

The alumni association 
planned to honor distin-
guished alumni during a din-
ner and ceremony on Friday, 
April 29, at the Banterra 
Center on the SIU Carbon-
dale campus.

Others being honored by 
the association included:

SIU Distinguished Alumni 
Award: Marc E. Morris, a 
three-graduate and current 
interim associate provost 

for academic administration 
at SIUC. Morris also is the 
director and a professor in the 
SIU School of Accountancy. 
The award is the highest 
honor bestowed by the SIU 
Alumni Association.

Diversity and Inclusion: 
Roland Burris, a Centralia 
native who has had a dis-
tinguished career in public 
service. He has served as at-
torney general for the State of 
Illinois, as state comptroller 
and as a U.S. Senator.

Volunteer Excellence: Jo-
seph Lenzini, a professional 
engineer who has worked 
for the Illinois Department 
of Transportation and E.T. 
Simonds Construction Co.

Young Alumni: Cristina 
Pisoni, who has two degrees 
from the university. She 
opened a State Farm agency 
in Carbondale in 2018 and 
remains heavily involved in 
supporting the campus and 
Carbondale communities.

Young Alumni: Brett Bar-
tholomew, who is a perfor-
mance coach, best-selling 
author, keynote speaker and 
host of a top-ranked podcast.

Innovation: Carbondale 
in the ‘80s and ‘90s Group. 
The group, which began as 
a Facebook page, has raised 
major funding to offer fi-
nancial assistance for SIU 
students.

Southern Illinois highlighted during
National Travel and Tourism Week

National Travel and Tour-
ism Week is being commem-
orated this week.

Southern Illinois tourism 
bureaus are joining in the ob-
servance, which began May 1 
and continues through May 7.

National Travel and Tour-
ism Week spotlights the col-
lective strength of the travel 
industry. 

National Travel and Tour-
ism Week, the annual cele-
bration of the contributions 
of the U.S. travel industry, is 
spotlighting the critical role 
that travel will play in driving 
economic growth and build-
ing the path forward through 
the 2022 theme: “Future of 
Travel.”

The theme highlights how 
the travel industry can re-
store the workforce, help 
communities recover, foster 
sustainability, usher in new 
innovations and reconnect 
travelers in the United States 
and around the world.

In Southern Illinois, sev-
eral local bureaus that cover 
more than 30 counties have 
combined forces during the 
pandemic to help promote 
the entire region, not just 
one specific county or com-
munity. 

Leaders from the South-
ernmost Illinois Tourism Bu-
reau, Visit Effingham, visitSI, 
ILLINOISouth Tourism and 
a handful of other tourism 
bureaus are creating different 
ways to work together. 

The group has created 
different video and written 
content to promote the re-
gion. They are working on 
other initiatives as well. 

“The future of travel in 
Southern Illinois is driven by 
all of us working together to 
showcase the region,” South-
ernmost Illinois Tourism Bu-
reau director Carol Hoffman 
said in a news release. 

“A brighter future starts 
today, in our own backyards, 
and National Travel and 
Tourism Week emphasizes 
that.” 

The Southernmost Illi-
nois Tourism Bureau serves 
Union County and neighbor-
ing counties.

Before the COVID-19 
pandemic, the State of Illinois 
saw $41.7 billion in tourism 
expenditures including gas, 
hotels, food and beverage. 

Southern Illinois has a 
unique advantage to capi-
talize on increased spending 

by tourists this year with the 
NASCAR Cup Series Race 
which is planned in early 
June in Madison. 

“We are very fortunate 
to have several major in-
terstates travel through this 
region of Southern Illinois,” 
ILLINOISouth Tourism com-
munications director Andy 
Waterman said.

“There will be thousands 
of people using those thor-
oughfares to get to World 
Wide Technology Raceway 
in June, and it’s important to 
let them know that there is 
so much to experience in this 
area of the state, aside from 
the race,” Waterman said.

“Those same interstates 
they are driving on connect 
the Cross of the Crossroads 
in Effingham to the Shawnee 
National Forest, and Crab 
Orchard National Wildlife 
Refuge in Williamson Coun-
ty, to twelve of the world’s 
largest items in Casey,” Wa-
terman adds. 

During National Travel 
and Tourism Week, repre-
sentatives from some of the 
area tourism bureaus plan to 
be out and about at different 
travel information centers 
along the interstates chatting 
with folks about tourism in 
the region. 

Other bureaus are welcom-
ing travelers in other ways. 

“Our many wonderful lo-
cal businesses are happy to 
be able to welcome visitors 
to the area for the 2022 travel 
season,” visitSI executive 
director Ashlee Spiller said. 

Spiller said that visits to 
Williamson County continue 
to grow “and that is attributed 
to the wonderful experiences 
that our destination partners 
are able to curate. We invite 
you to discover all the area 
has to offer, not only during 
National Travel and Tourism 
Week, but throughout the 
year.”

Wellness on Wheels events
planned in area during May

Southern Seven Health 
Department is planning to 
continue to provide mobile 
health services for residents 
living in the lower seven 
counties in Illinois, including 
Union County, during May.  

Through a partnership with 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health, IDPH, Southern Sev-
en has acquired the use of the 
IDPH Wellness on Wheels, 
WOW, van to provide health 
screenings and other services, 
including free NARCAN 
training.

Services available on the 
WOW van include free blood 
pressure, colorectal cancer 
tests, FIT, medication dis-
posal packets and COVID-19 
vaccines (including a second 
booster dose).  

For a fee, blood lead, he-
moglobin and cholesterol 
screenings, STD tests (in-
cluding chlamydia, gonor-
rhea, and syphilis), HIV, 
pregnancy, TB skin tests and 
well water tests.  

All services will be offered 
while supplies last and are 
covered by most insurance 
carriers. 

The schedule for upcoming 
mobile clinics includes:

May 11, Shawnee Com-
munity College main campus 
near Ullin, 1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.

May 25, Shawnee High 
School, Wolf Lake, 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.

May 25, Lotus Natures-
capes in Ware, 1:30 p.m. to 
4 p.m.

No appointment will be 
necessary for services.  Walk-
ins are welcome.

More information about 
the WOW program are avail-
able by contacting Shawnna 
Rhine at 618-634-2297, ex-
tension 9161, or visit S7HD 
on Facebook and at www.
southern7.org. 

Plant, craft
sale planned at
Choate Center

A plant and craft sale is 
planned at the greenhouse 
at Choate Mental Health 
and Developmental Center 
in Anna.

The center is located at 
1000 N. Main St. in Anna.

The event is scheduled 
on May 5-6 and May 12-13. 
Hours each day are planned 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

River-to-River
Trail society
plans hike

The River-to-River Trail 
Society plans to offer a hike 
on Saturday, May 7, at Lusk 
Creek Wilderness in Pope 
County. The hike is free and 
open to the public. 

The trail society said the 
hike will be about 5 miles 
long in the Bear Branch and 
Indian Kitchen areas and will 
be difficult. 

The trail society said that in 
order to comply with the rules 
of the USDA Forest Service, 
the group will be divided into 
two groups, not to exceed 10 
hikers in each group.

The trail society advised 
that hiking sticks and boots 
or sturdy shoes are recom-
mended. 

Hikers are asked to bring 
their own water and a snack. 
Hikers are asked to not bring 
dogs.

Advance registration is 
required. Registration, and 
more information, are avail-
able by calling 618-534-
8139.
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At the starting line...
Runners leave the starting line for heats in the 100-meter run during a track meet which held Wednesday afternoon, April 27, at Anna-Jonesboro Community 

High School. Girls and boys competed at the high school event.

A-J runner at finish line
Anna-Jonesboro’s Matteo Vaca Diez crosses the finish line in the 4 x 

800-meter relay event during a high school track meet on Wednesday, April 
27. The meet was held at Anna-Jonesboro Community High School. Vaca Diez 
was the anchor runner for the A-J 4 x 800-meter relay team.

A-J boys, girls track teams
compete at Du Quoin meet

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
boys and girls track teams 
competed at the Du Quoin 
Coed Meet Thursday, April 
21.

A-J Boys Results
The Wildcats boys fin-

ished in 3rd place with 84 
points in the 7-team meet.

The 4x400-meter re-
lay of Nile Chotner, Beto 
Vaca Diez, Zach Henry and 
Ethan Carver finished 1st in 
3:52.14. The 4x800-meter 
relay of Chotner, Henry, Mat-
teo Vaca Diez and Beto Vaca 
Diez finished 1st in 9:10.31.

Second place efforts 
were recorded by JJ Ge-
rardi in the 200-meter dash 
in 24.50; Chotner in the 
800-meter run in 2:17.52; 
Matteo Vaca Diez in the 
1600-meter run in 4:53.54; 
Yovani Caril lo in the 
3200-meter run in 12:10.84; 
the 4x100-meter relay of 
Stokes, Carver, Romeo Go-
dinez and Gerardi in 46.63 
and the 200-meter relay of 
Godinez, Carver, Gerardi 

and Stokes in 1:38.32. 
Third place finishes were 

recorded by Stokes in the 
100-meter dash in 12.12 
and Beto Vaca Diez in the 
400-meter run in 56.99.

The 400-meter relay of 
Kyle Conway, Logan Ab-
ernathy, Lucas Vaca Diez 
and Wyatt Wright finished 
in 5th place in 1:51.72.

Sixth place finishes were 
recorded by Henry in the 
400-meter run in 58.70; 
the 4x400-meter relay of 
Varillo, Conway, Adriel Del 
Rosario and Abernathy in 
4:27.20 and Wright in the 
long jump in 4.56 meters.

Conway finished in 7th 
place in the long jump with 
4.37 meters.

A-J Girls Results
The Wildcat girls fin-

ished in 3rd place with 65 
points in the 6-team meet.

Brodie Denny and Mar-
lee Smith led  with 1st place 
finishes. Denny finished in 
1:03.16 in the 400-meter 
run and Smith  had 9.33 
meters in the shot put.

Second place efforts 
were recorded by Zoe Jones 
in the 800-meter run in 
2:44.62; Kylie Tripp in the 
shot put with 8.39 meters 
and the 4x400-meter re-
lay of Jones, Bree Hazel-
rigg, Denny and Ashleigh 
Park-Kennedy in 4:43.63.

Third place finishes were 
the 4x200-meter relay of 
Brianna Hileman, Kayma 
Dawson, Gakhara Harris 
and Gamieka Harris in 
2:12.30 and Smith in the 
discus with 28.20 meters.

Fourth place finish-
es were Hazelrigg in the 
800-meter run in 2:55.65  
and the 400-meter relay of 
Hileman, Gamieka Harris, 
Roberts and Gakhara Harris 
in 5:43.05.

Sullivan finished in 5th 
place in the discus with 
25.72 meters. Addison Den-
ny finished 6th place in the 
200-meter run in 30.90.

Seventh place finishes 
were recorded by Ava Al-
sip in the 400-meter run in 
1:26.86 and Gakhara Harris 
in the 100-meter dash in 
15.99.

The A-J girls competed 
at the Southern Illinois 
River-to-River Conference 
meet earlier this week in 
Nashville and the boys are 
at Herrin in the conference 
meet Monday, May 11.

Cobden baseball team
defeats Joppa, Shawnee

The Cobden High School 
baseball team posted a 2-1 
record last week.

C h r i s t o p h e r / Z e i -
gler-Royalton 11, Cob-
den 1: Nolan Hand was 
2-for-3 with a double and 
an RBI to lead the visiting 
Appleknockers in the loss 
Thursday, April 28.

Hunter Pitts was 1-for-2. 
Brock Reynolds and Tyler 
Franklin were each 1-for-3. 

Nolan Hand, Reese Hand 
and Franklin pitched in the 
loss. Nolan Hand pitched 3 
innings and allowed 3 hits to 
go with 3 walks and 4 strike-
outs. Reese Hand pitched 
1 1/3 innings and allowed 
5 hits to go with 3 walks. 
Franklin pitched 2/3 of an 
inning and allowed 2 hits.

Cobden 15, Joppa 4: 
Nolan Hand was 2-for-2 
with a double and 3 RBIs to 
lead the host Appleknock-
ers to the win Wednesday, 
April 27. 

Dawson Short was 2-for-
3 with 2 RBIs. Reese Hand 
was 1-for-1 with a home 
run and an RBI. Reynolds 
was 1-for-1 with a double. 
John Fuhrhop was 1-for-2 
with a triple and an RBI. 
Steve Brown was 1-for-2 
with 2 RBIs. Omar Marti-
nez was 1-for-2. Thomas 
Colman was 1-for-3. Al-
berto Amezquita, Pitts and 

Franklin had an RBI apiece.
Jace Wyatt, Franklin, 

Short and Jesus Zamo-
ra pitched in the win and 
combined on a 2 hitter 
to go with 7 walks and 8 
strikeouts.

Cobden 19, Shawnee 
4: Nolan Hand was 3-for-3 
with a double and 3 RBIs 
to lead Cobden in a game 
played at Carbondale be-
cause of wet fields Tuesday, 
April 26.

Short was 3-for-4 with 2 
RBIs. Franklin was 2-for-
2 with a home run and 4 
RBIs. Wyatt was 2-for-2 
with 2 RBIs. Reese Hand 
was 1-for-2. Amezquita had 
3 RBIs.

Kayman Ford was 1-for-
2 with an RBI to lead Shaw-
nee at the plate.

Nolan Hand and Reyn-
olds pitched in the win. 
Hand pitched 3 innings and 
didn’t allow a hit to go with 
no walks and 7 strikeouts. 
Reynolds pitched an inning 
and allowed a hit to go with 
2 walks and 3 strikeouts.

Luke Choate, Austin 
Kinder and Brody Wills 
pitched for Shawnee, com-
bining to allow 11 hits 
to go with 9 walks and 3 
strikeouts.

Cobden, 7-2, plays again 
Friday, May 6, at home 
against Meridian.

A-J/Cobden
goes 2-1 in
soccer action

The Anna-Jonesboro/Cob-
den high school co-op girls’ 
soccer team posted a 2-1 
record in last week’s action.

 A-J/Cobden 7, Mt. Ver-
non 0: Payton Bruce scored 
4 goals to lead the host team 
to the win Friday, April 29.

Lakelynn Carter, Kenzie 
Stover and Riley Cruse had 
a goal apiece.

Carter and Kenzie Stover 
had 2 assists apiece and 
Kaylee Hall had one.

Goal keeper Hannah 
Webb had 9 saves.

A-J/Cobden 1, Mt. Car-
mel 0: Cruse had the lone 
goal for the visitors in the 
win Tuesday, April 26. Goal 
keeper Webb had 7 saves.

Pinckneyville 3, A-J/
Cobden 1: Brinley Corbit 
had the lone goal for the 
host team in the loss Mon-
day, April 25. Goal keeper 
Webb had 12 saves.

A-J/Cobden, 8-7, plays 
Thursday, today, at home 
against Du Quoin.

A-J softball team 14-9
after winning three games

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High school 
softball team was 3-0 in last 
week’s action.

A-J 13, Du Quoin 6: 
Cassidy Janke was 3-for-
4 to lead the host Lady 
Wildcats to the win Friday, 
April 29.

Shae Thorn was 2-for-3. 
Arianna Turner was 2-for-4 
with a home run. Payton 
Seip and Avery Osman 
were each 2-for-4. Jenna 
Sadler was 2-for-5. Ruby 
Yates was 1-for-1 and Ab-
igail Dahmer was 1-for-3.

Sadler and Yates pitched 
in the win. Sadler pitched 
5 innings and allowed 7 
hits to go with no walks or 
strikeouts. Yates pitched 2 
innings and allowed a hit 
to go with a walk and 3 
strikeouts.

A-J 9, Herrin 3: Thorn 
was 4-for-4 to lead visiting 
A-J to the win Thursday, 
April 28.

Carmin Smith was 3-for-
4. Turner was 2-for-4 with 
a home run. Dahmer was 
2-for-4. Olivia Schaefer, 
Sadler and Seip each had a 
hit apiece.

Ya tes  and  Chesnee 
Marks pitched in the win. 
Yates pitched 3 innings and 
allowed 3 hits to go with 
a walk and 4 strikeouts. 
Marks pitched 4 innings 
and allowed 6 hits to go 
with a walk and 5 strike-
outs.

A-J 5, Crab Orchard 
3: Osman was 2-for-3 with 

a two-run home run to lead 
the host Lady Wildcats to 
the win Wednesday, April 
27.

Seip and Schaefer were 
both 2-for-3. Sadler, Hallie 
Plott and Smith each had a 
hit apiece.

Sadler was the winning 
pitcher, allowing 7 hits to 
go with no walks and 4 
strikeouts.

A-J, 14-9, plays again 
Thursday, today, at Massac 
County. 

Cobden over
Shawnee
in softball

The Cobden High School 
softball team posted a 1-1 
record in action last week.

Zeigler-Royalton 11, 
Cobden 1:The visiting 
Appleknockers were held 
hitless in the loss Thursday, 
April 28.

Bianca Vicente pitched in 
the loss for Cobden, scatter-
ing 8 hits to go with 3 walks 
and no strikeouts.

Cobden 16, Shawnee 1: 
Vicente tossed a two-hiter to 
lead host Cobden to the win 
Tuesday, April 26. Vicente 
had a walk and 7 strikeouts.

Karleigh Ellis was 3-for-
3 to lead hitting. Halle Short 
was 2-for-3. Katelyn Shad-
owens was 2-for-4 with a 
double. Mackenzie Howell 
was 1-for-1 with a grand 
slam home run. Emma Kil-
patrick was 1-for-2. Vicente 
and Tess Brummer were 
each 1-for-3.

Cobden, 5-8, plays Fri-
day, May 6, at Meridian.

A-J girls track team
competes at Du Quoin

B r o d i e  D e n n y  a n d 
Marlee Smith led the An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School girls’ track 
team with 2nd place finish-
es at the  10-team Du Quoin 
Lady Indian Invitational 
Tuesday, April 26.

Brodie Denny finished in 
11:50.04 in the 3200-meter 
run. Smith posted 29.84 
meters in the discus.

Fourth place finishes 
were recorded by Brodie 
Denny in the 400-meter  run 
in 1:06.23, the 4x400-meter 
relay of Brodie Denny, 
Kaylynn Roberts, Bree 
Hazelrigg and Brianna Hi-
leman in 5:07.63 and Smith 
in the shot put with 9.09 
meters.

Sixth place finishes were 
posted by Gamieka Harris 
in the 300-meter hurdles in 
1:18.70 and the 4x200-me-

ter relay team of Alsip, Ad-
dison Denny, Roberts and 
Hileman in 2:12.85.

Seventh place finish-
ers were Hazelrigg in the 
800-meter run in 2:53.64 
and Kylie Tripp in the dis-
cus with 25.49 meters.

Eighth place finishers 
were Ashleigh Park-Kenne-
dy in the 800-meter run in 
3:19.84 and Kati Sullivan 
in the discus with 25.22 
meters.

The 4x100-meter relay 
team of Alsip, Roberts, Ga-
khara Harris and Park-Ken-
nedy finished in 9th place in 
1:02.81.

 Tenth place finishes were 
recorded by Addison Den-
ny in the 100-meter dash 
in 14.96, Kayma Dawson 
in the 800-meter run in 
3:43.70 and Tripp  in the 
shot  put with 8.22 meters.

A-J baseball improves
to 10-8 with two victories

The Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
baseball team won twice in 
last week’s action.

A-J 9, Du Quoin 5: 
Ethan Ames was 3-for-4 
at the plate with a double 
and an RBI to lead the host  
Wildcats to the win Thurs-
day, April 28.

Drake Hart l ine was 
2-for-4 with a double and 
5 RBIs. Luke Lasley and 
Hayden Ralls were both 
1-for-2. Dylan Harvel add-
ed an RBI.

Ames and Mason Wat-
kins pitched in the win. 
Ames pitched 5 innings 
and allowed 6 hits to go 
with 2 walks and 4 strike-
outs. Watkins pitched 2 
innings and allowed a hit 
to go with 2 walks and no 
strikeouts.

A-J 3, Murphysboro 2: 
The host Wildcats escaped 
from the Red Devils’ bases 
loaded 7th inning to eke 
out the win Wednesday, 
April 27.

Hartline was 2-for-3 to 
lead the hitting. Watkins 
and Ralls were both 1-for-2 
with an RBI apiece. Ames 
was 1-for-3 with a double 
and an RBI. Harvel was 
1-for-3.

Kyle Jerrell and Watkins 
pitched in the win. Jerrell 
pitched 6 1/3 innings and 
allowed 3 hits to go with 
4 walks and 8 strikeouts. 
Watkins pitched 2/3 of an 
inning and allowed a hit 
to go with a walk and a 
strikeout.

A-J, 10-8 overall, plays 
again Friday, May 6, at 
home against Mt. Vernon.

Elverado
over Shawnee

Elverado defeated visiting 
Shawnee 10-1 in high school 
baseball Friday, April 29.

Kayman Ford was 2-for-
3 at the plate to lead Shaw-
nee. Braden Freeman, Bro-
dy Wills and Chase Wood-
ard were each 1-for-3.

Freeman and Woodard 
pitched in the loss. Free-
man pitched 2 innings and 
allowed 8 hits to go with 
6 walks and 3 strikeouts. 
Woodard pitched 2 innings 
and allowed 4 hits to go with 
4 walks and 3 strikeouts.

Shawnee, 3-6, plays 
again Monday, May 9, at 
home against Egyptian.
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Before you buy or build, check with us!
• Long-term financing
• Low down payments

• Competitive interest rates
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REAL ESTATE

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, Illinois • 833-2151
www.annastate.com

Stormy Saturday night in region
Frequent lightning fl ashed through the sky over Union County last Saturday 

night. The National Weather Service offi ce in Paducah reported that a broken 
line of storms developed over parts of Southern Illinois and Southeast 
Missouri. 

Large hail was observed in several counties in far southwest Illinois 
and Southeast Missouri. Golf ball-sized hail was reported in Carter County, 
Missouri. The weather service reported that a weak tornado briefl y touched 
down at about 5 p.m. Saturday in Perry County, Missouri. No injuries were 
reported. Union, Jackson, Perry, Franklin, Alexander, Jefferson and Williamson 
counties in Southern Illinois were under a tornado watch until 10 p.m. Saturday.

The weather service reported that severe storms were possible again 
on Monday and Tuesday. Another round of thunderstorms was expected 
Wednesday and continuing into Thursday night (today).

Issues with infl ation, shortages 
stall nation’s trucking industry

By Daniel Grant 
FarmWeek

Mike Kucharski, co-owner 
and vice president of JKC 
Trucking, Chicago’s largest 
specialty contract carrier, 
doesn’t look too far down 
the road when evaluating his 
business these days.

It’s more about the im-
mediate need to keep trucks 
on the road and continuing 
to serve customers in an 
industry dealing with rising 
costs, tighter margins and a 
dwindling supply of drivers 
and even truck parts.

“It’s one day at a time,” 
Kucharski said. “We’re trying 
to stay in business.”

“2008 I thought was a bad 
year (due to the housing mar-
ket collapse and subsequent 
recession), but this is crazy 
what’s happening,” he said. 
“We’re having one anomaly 
after another.”

COVID shutdowns and 
worker shortages, which hit 
the industry in 2020, are be-
ing compounded by infl ation, 
the Ukraine war and econom-
ic sanctions in the past year 
among a host of other issues.

Meanwhile, the American 
Trucking Association, ATA, 
estimates the industry was 
short about 80,000 drivers 
nationwide in 2021. And 
that number could double 
by 2030.

The situation impacts ev-
erything from the movement 
of farm goods and food sup-
plies to the delivery of many 
dry goods. Estimates sug-
gest more than 70 percent of 
freight is hauled by truck in 
the United States.

“We go from the Midwest 
to the West Coast. We do re-
frigerated and frozen (freight) 
and bring produce back from 
California,” Kucharski said 
of his business, which op-
erates 350 trailers (48 and 
53 feet in length) with 250 
tractors. “We’re mainly in the 
food supply chain.”

But, the chain has been 
rocked by diesel fuel costs 
that increased by $2 per gal-
lon as of the first week of 
April compared to last year 
to a national average of $5.14 
per gallon, according to the 
Energy Information Admin-
istration.

“Skyrocketing fuel (costs) 

are having a major impact on 
our industry,” Kucharski said. 
“We have a fuel surcharge we 
add to the invoice but, when 
it jumps this much, there’s a 
lag that kills us. It hits the me-
dium to smaller carriers more 
because they don’t have the 
luxury to buy (fuel) in bulk 
or get bulk discounts.”

Steep fuel costs and driver 
shortages aren’t the only 
issues making it diffi cult to 
keep trucks on the road.

“I have some trucks down 
waiting for parts (including 
water pumps from Japan and 
air fi lters from Puerto Rico),” 
Kucharski said. “And the 
used (truck) market is sky-
rocketing.”

What about updating his 
fleet with new trucks and 
trailers?

“Manufacturers have said 
don’t even think about it until 
2023,” he said. “I can’t even 
get a bid on a new trailer 
because they’re still trying to 
work out the steel price.

“We typically buy new 
equipment (annually) and ro-
tate old out,” he noted. “Now 
there’s a lag that might come 
back to hurt us.”

As for the ongoing short-
age of drivers, ATA reports 
some left the industry during 
COVID shutdowns, the rising 
age of truckers contributes 
to a higher rate of retirement 
and only 7 percent of drivers 
are women, well below their 
desired representation in the 
industry.

Tighter regulations also 
make it more diffi cult to re-
cruit new drivers, including 
the federally mandated age 
of 21 to drive commercially 
across state lines, according 
to ATA.

“Over-regulations make 
it difficult to operate,” 
Kucharski said. “We’d wel-
come lawmakers to sit down 
with us.”

Some would-be and cur-
rent drivers also struggle to 
pass drug tests, a situation 
exacerbated by the fact some 
states legalized marijuana 
while the substance is still 
banned at the federal level, 
according to ATA.

“We’re all fighting for 
the same drivers and trying 
to hang on to the drivers 
we have,” Kucharski said. 

“We increased our drivers’ 
pay twice already and we’re 
debating whether to raise it 
again.

“All these dominoes come 
down to our business and 
the end-user – the American 
people.”

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com. 

Caterpillar
program set

A free caterpillar identi-
fi cation and collection pro-
gram is planned Saturday, 
May 7, at the visitors center 
at Giant City State Park near 
Makanda.

The program, scheduled 
from 10 a.m. to noon, will 
be presented by University 
of Illinois Extension educator 
Erin Garrett. 

An indoor presentation 
will be followed by a cater-
pillar collection demonstra-
tion and hike. 

Registration for the pro-
gram is available by calling 
the visitors center at 618-
457-4836.

Anna-Jo 
Garden Club
plans to meet

The Anna-Jo Garden Club 
is planning to meet Tuesday, 
May 10, in Anna.

The meeting is set for 6 
p.m. at the Anna-Jo Garden 
Club Park.

Pete Housman, a club 
member and horticulturalist, 
is scheduled to present a pro-
gram about the propagation 
of Annabelle hydrangeas.

Sylvia Soileau is scheduled 
to give a horticulture/conser-
vation tip.

Betty Sirles and Pete Hous-
man plan to announce the 
winner of the club’s garden 
of the month award for May.

Hostesses for the meeting 
are scheduled to be Glenda 
Jones, Darlene Lingle and 
Sylvia Soileau.

Anyone who is interested 
in learning about the club is 
invited to attend the meeting.

Governor signs bills aimed 
at easing teacher shortage 

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – Gov. 

JB Pritzker signed a pack-
age of bills Wednesday, 
April 27, aimed at eas-
ing the state’s shortage of 
teachers and other educa-
tion professionals, even as 
a new report shows Illinois 
just added a record number 
of new teachers to its ranks.

Speaking in the library 
of Springfi eld High School 
just blocks from the Capi-
tol, Pritzker said that while 
the education workforce 
picture is improving, more 
work still needs to be done.

“In Illinois, schools still 
have more than 2,100 un-
filled teaching positions 
statewide,” he said. 

“That includes 15 un-
fi lled teaching slots here in 
Springfi eld and 64 in De-
catur, with similar need for 
paraprofessional positions. 
With new tools though, 
and new funding at their 
disposal, districts all across 
the state are working to fi nd 
new ways to bring people 
into this profession and 
to encourage them to stay 
there.”

Pritzker signed four 
bills on April 27, including 
House Bill 4246, which 
lowers the cost of renewing 
a lapsed educator license 
to $50 instead of $500; 
House Bill 4798, allowing 
currently enrolled teaching 
students with at least 90 
credit hours to be licensed 
as substitute teachers; Sen-
ate Bill 3988, lowering the 
minimum age to become a 
paraprofessional in grades 
eight or below to 18 in-
stead of 19; and Senate Bill 
3907, allowing short-term 
substitute teachers to teach 
up to 15 consecutive days 
in a classroom instead of 
just fi ve.

Those bills come on top 
of numerous other mea-
sures the state has taken in 
recent years to lure more 
people into the teaching 
profession.

Pritzker noted that the 
budget bill he signed into 
law April 19 increases fund-
ing for minority teacher 
scholarships to $4.2 mil-
lion. 

And starting next year, 
the minimum annual salary 
for fi rst-year teachers will 
increase to $40,000 due to a 
bill he signed in 2019.

“That law, combined 
with proper funding and all 
the work to remove barriers 
for qualifi ed people to enter 
this profession, is increas-
ing the ranks of teachers 
across our state even now,” 
Pritzker said.

According to a new re-

port from the Illinois State 
Board of Education, ISBE, 
those efforts appear to be 
having an impact.

ISBE’s most recent Un-
fi lled Positions Survey, re-
leased April 21, shows Illi-
nois schools hired a record 
5,676 new teachers in the 
fall of 2021, the most ever 
recorded in a single year 
and more than in the past 
five years combined. That 
was enough to lower the 
statewide vacancy rate to just 
1.5 percent.

But the survey also showed 
schools in Illinois still have 
more than 2,100 unfilled 
teaching positions, mostly 
concentrated in chronically 
struggling schools, under-
funded schools and those 
serving low-income com-
munities.

“Our low-income, bilin-
gual and special education 
students have the least access 
to the teachers they need to 
grow and thrive,” State Su-
perintendent Carmen Ayala 
said at the news conference. 

“We also have a severe 
shortage of substitute teach-
ers, as was noted, and need 
an additional 2,400 para-
professionals to fully meet 
our students’ needs in the 
classrooms.”

A survey conducted in 

2021 by the Illinois Associ-
ation of Regional Superin-
tendents of Schools found 
88 percent of local school 
districts believed they had 
a teacher shortage problem 
while 96 percent reported 
problems finding enough 
substitute teachers.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofi t, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

Gawrych-
Turner
honored

Madilyn
Gawrych-Turner

Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale student 
Madilyn Gawrych-Turner 
received the “Outstanding 
Freshman in Communica-
tion Studies” honor from 
the College of Liberal Arts 
(Communication) at an 
awards ceremony on Fri-
day, April 29.  

She was also recognized 
at SIU Honors Day previ-
ously in April.  

Gawrych-Turner is ma-
joring in public relations, 
with a minor in marketing.  

She graduated from An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School in 2021. She 
is the daughter of Rodney 
and Pamela Turner.

SIU concerts
to help Ukraine

The Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale 
School of Music was plan-
ning to present two facul-
ty-student chamber music 
ensembles this week, with 
proceeds going to help in 
Ukraine.

The faculty-student Ver-
sa’tile Chamber Music En-
semble planned to present 
a concert Tuesday, May 3. 

Another concert by the 
ensemble is set for 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, today, at 
the Old Baptist Founda-
tion recital hall on the SIU 
campus.

The program is free and 
open to the public. Dona-
tions will accepted at the 
concert. Donations will be 
sent directly to the World 
Kitchen for Ukraine.

Music for tonight’s con-
cert is scheduled to include 
selections by Johann Sebas-
tian Bach, Handel, Beetho-
ven and Brahms.

Woman
guilty
of murder

On April 29, Mary Davis, 
68, of Carbondale, was 
found guilty on charges 
of fi rst-degree murder and 
concealment of a homicidal 
death during a jury trial in 
Alexander County.

Davis was convicted of 
the 2018 murder of 63-year-
old Tomie Edwards.  

Edwards’ body was dis-
covered by Kentucky au-
thorities in the Mississippi 
River on May 22, 2018. 

The murder investigation 
was led by the Illinois State 
Police Division of Criminal 
Investigation Zone 7.  

The Illinois State Police 
were assisted by the Cairo 
Police Department, the 
Alexander County state’s 
attorney’s office and the 
Kentucky State Police. 

 A sentencing hearing for 
Davis is scheduled June 29 
in Alexander County court.  
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201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Offi ce, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfi eld, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

Union County

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING

CALL FOR WINTER SPECIALS!
618-351-1881

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards

Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

We ca
re about your total body health and wellness.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.
618-833-2179

ozbournchiropractic.com

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

BASLER EXCAVATING
& TRUCKING

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

CONGREGATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ALTO PASS

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 A.M.
PASTOR - DON COX

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A Sunday morning wor-

ship service was held May 1 
in the church and on Zoom. 

Pastor Randy Wright 
presented church secretary 
Verna Fuller with a hang-
ing basket of flowers and 
a basket filled with gifts 
in honor of Administrative 
Professionals Day, which 
was celebrated Wednesday, 
April 27.

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Wright and the worship 
team.

The message given by 
Pastor Wright was titled 
“Worship is More than a 
Song.” Scripture was from 
Luke, Matthew, Jeremiah, 
Hebrews, James and Prov-
erbs.

Breakfast will be served 
at 9 a.m. Sunday, May 8.

Sunday School is planned 

at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, May 8.
A morning worship ser-

vice is planned at 10:35 
a.m. Sunday, May 8. All 
mothers will be honored 
with a gift. 

Children’s Quizzing is 
planned at 5 p.m. Sunday, 
May 8.

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on May 11 in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom, with the 
youth group meeting and 
children’s Bible quizzing 
in the fellowship hall. The 
pastor can be texted prior to 
the meeting for the Zoom 
password. 

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church 
office at 833-6702 and leav-
ing a  message if necessary 
or by calling Pastor Wright 
at 618-534-7103.

News from

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro
On Sunday, May 1, in 

the morning service, Pastor 
Perry Williams presented 
a message about “why the 
church is important and the 
foundation our churches 

must be built upon.” The 
message was based on 
scripture from Psalm 127.

The service was sent via 
transmitter for worshippers 
who stayed in their cars on 

the church’s lower parking 
lot while tuned in to their 
radios on station 87.9 FM. 

The service also was live 
streamed on Facebook, 
where it can be viewed.

The church’s Facebook 
page, Jonesboro FBC, has 
videos and the latest in-
formation about possible 
closings.

Music director Dee Rose 
led worship. Debbie York 
was the pianist. Debbie 
York presented the song, 
“How Can It Be?”

The youth  were  in 
charge of the evening ser-
vice on May 1. 

Lucas Tehandon was the 
speaker. Marlee Smith and 
Connor Benbrook led wor-
ship. Isabel and Lucas Te-
handon provided specials.

A special reading was 

done by Peyton Clymore. 
Users were Trevor Co-
chran and Peyton Cly-
more. Trevor Cochran and 
Connor Benbrook led in 
prayers.

Men’s Bible study was 
planned at 7 p.m. Monday.

The senior adult group, 
LLL, planned to have a 
monthly meeting and pot-
luck meal Tuesday morn-
ing, May 3.

The regular schedule for 
worship at Jonesboro First 
Baptist Church includes 
Sunday School classes on 
Sunday at 9 a.m., Sunday 
morning worship at 10 
a.m. and Sunday evening 
worship at 6 p.m. 

The Dig-In Children’s 
program and a youth group 
meeting are scheduled 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.

Prayer and Bible study 
are scheduled at 6:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays.

Hess News                    By Glenn Heisner
Leon Turner and son 

John were visiting in the 
area recently. We got to 
talk over old times. Leon 
worked at Goddard’s on 
Saturday while in high 
school.

After college he taught 
at Golconda for three years 
before moving to the Cham-
paign area where he still 
lives.

Jim Goddard, David 
Johnson, Leon and I rode 
horses together. We all 
worked at feed stores then.

Shane Spurlock was here 

from Arizona visiting his 
mother Dolores Pribble as 
well as other relatives.

A fundraiser for Grand 
Chain cemetery was April 
23. I have quite a number of 
relatives buried there.

Gary and Sue Hoskins 
stopped overnight going 
from Tennessee to Manteno 
for a visit.

May birthdays: Justin 
McClellan, May 6; Aaron 
Harris, May 10; Glenna 
Harris, our daughter, May 
13, which was Mother’s 
Day 60 years ago.
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County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                                                                  By Suzan Harvel

In the continuing saga of 
moving children all over the 
place, I am happy to report 
it’s done. Finally. She’s 
moved. 

Now, we’ll concentrate 
on getting ready for the new 
grandchild. It’s been pre-
dicted that will happen next 
week. We’ll see. I should 
have time to get her quilt 
done by then, if I don’t sleep. 

May and Outside Tasks
May is here and my list 

of outside tasks is nearly 
as full as what’s left on my 
spring-cleaning list. 

I have seen where a lot of 
folks are busy cleaning up 
their yards, replacing roofs, 
painting, etc., so I’m not the 
only one busy with beautifi-
cation projects. 

The porch is looking nice, 
but I still have several flats 
of flowers to plant in plant-
ers and flower beds. I am 
also looking forward to 
the plant sale coming up in 
Anna. 

Yes, I know…I make 
more work for myself. Flow-
ers are such a joy though, I 
can’t resist. 

Don’t forget Mother’s 
Day is Sunday…maybe 
she’d like a plant or flower: 
hint, hint. 

Bird Flu
I was a bit disturbed by 

the announcement in the 
news last week about the 
flu the bird population are 
struggling with. 

I have pulled my feeders 
in and will be sterilizing 
them, as recommended. I 
don’t have a bird bath out, as 
we have a pond nearby, but 
if you have a bird bath, that 
too will need to be emptied 
and sterilized. 

It’s recommended that 
neither of them be refilled 
until June. Hopefully, this 

21GP

Worship at Kornthal
Kornthal is planning a worship service 
Thursday, May 12th at 7:00 p.m. Notice 
the board changed our regular Thursday 
night services to the second Thursday of the 
month from this date forward. 

Kornthal is located 2 miles south of
Jonesboro, Ill. just off Illinois Rt. 127.

21
-2
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The Little Country Church

Christ Center Church
2340 Center Church Road

Villa Ridge, IL 62996
Sunday Morning Bible Study - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
Everyone is welcome!
Pastor Dean Hamilton

Assoc. Pastor Paul Sheible

mycountrychurch.com
21G

The Lesters

New Beginnings 
Community Worship

208 Center St. • Anna, IL

Friday, May 13
7:00 P.M.

Also appearing will be soloist 
Roger Crews and our own 
Praise & Worship Team. 

Love Offering will be taken.
21G

Early & Grace Period
Voting Schedule

2022 Primary Election
June 28, 2022

Early Voting Schedule
Starting Thursday, May 19, 2022, through Tuesday, 
June 28, 2022, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Excluding 
weekends except dates listed below:

Saturday, June 25, 2022 - 8 a.m. to Noon
Sunday, June 26, 2022 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Grace Period Voting Schedule
Starting Wednesday, June 1, 2022, through Tuesday, 
June 28, 2022, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Excluding 
weekends except dates listed below and Tuesday, 
June 28, 2022, Primary Election Day.

Saturday, June 25, 2022 - 8 a.m. to Noon
Sunday, June 26, 2022 - 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Primary Election Day is Tuesday, June 28, 2022, 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Early and Grace voting will be held at the Union 
County Clerk's Office, located at:

309 W. Market Street, Room 116
Jonesboro, IL 62952

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk

will allow time for the birds 
to recover. I wonder if that’s 
responsible for the gigantic 
hike in the prices of eggs… 
I nearly fainted in the store. 
$3 a dozen...mercy. 

Wet Weather and Gar-
dening

The rains and storms 
weren’t too bad this past 
weekend thank goodness, 
but I don’t think the wet 
weather is past yet. 

I don’t know when we’ll 
get the garden planted. 
That’s my better half’s proj-
ect though, so I’ll let him 
fret on that. I know we’ve 
got potatoes in the ground 
and up already. He has seed 
sitting around and the seed 
catalogs are still out so I 
don’t think he’s done buying 
or at least planning. 

I saw yesterday where 
Sunny Hill in Cape Gi-
rardeau is closing. The sign 
says they are ready for re-
tirement. 

Sunday Services
Sunday services were 

great. Brother Bob shared 
with us the wisdom found 
in Hebrews 10: 19-25. 

Consider this: We are 
to be bold when we are in 
prayer to the Lord. Bold 
as in confident and cou-
rageous…not bold as in 
arrogant. 

The sacrifice of Jesus 
paved that way to enter the 
Holy of Holiest.  We are to 
use a pure heart and be sin-
cere in our petitions to the 
Lord. We need to hold strong 
to our faith in knowing He 
hears our prayers and will 
respond. 

We also need to consider 
others so that we might stir 
up good works in our rela-
tionships with others. We 
should know He won’t for-
sake us and neither should 

we give up on Him. 
We need to help, build up, 

encourage, and help others 
grow with the knowledge 
of God’s love. Just like the 
song says: “I’m so glad I’m 
a part of the family of God.”

We are all related and just 
like the family you are born 
into you, you are reborn 
into God’s family when you 
accept Him. 

Let us all start having 
those family reunion mo-
ments with our birth fam-
ilies, friends, co-workers, 
neighbors, church family, 
and even those that you 
don’t see eye to eye with. 

Just a reminder…we are 
our brother’s keeper and 
need to help them in all 
things and to try to be there 
for them in all things. 

Prayer List
A few folks were added 

to our prayer list: William 
Braden Rider and Allison 
Lee Napolitano’s wedding 
is this weekend in Marion, 
so travel mercies for all at-
tending and a blessing upon 
their marriage; Jackie Burns, 
Shane Welsh, Barbara Lay-
man, Clayton Richardson, 
Elaine Helton, Linda Hel-
ton, Richard Harvel, Don 
Crumley, Jeff Starr, Sue 
Starr, Jessie Cook, Nina 
McDaniel, Todd Vincent, 
Zach Short, Cheryl Bryant, 
and Lisa Hutson for health 
issues; and remember Donna 
Sadler who broke her foot 
this past Sunday morning.

Women’s Retreat 
The Clear Creek Baptist 

Association is planning to 
host a women’s retreat May 
21, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., at Big Creek Bap-
tist Church, 485 Big Creek 
Church Rd., near Anna. 

Preregister by May 13 by 
calling the associational of-
fice at 833-4481. Paula Joy, 
director of development and 
marketing for the Baptist 
Children’s Home and Fam-
ily Services, is scheduled to 
be the guest speaker. 

Be Careful
Have a great week ev-

eryone and be careful out 
there. There have been too 
many fatal accidents on 
local roads lately. The high 
winds and rainy conditions 
haven’t helped with travel 
anywhere. 

It’s also being report-
ed that you should avoid 
County Line Road if you’re 
fond of your car’s tires and 
suspension. 

The potholes are getting 
large enough to lose a com-
pact car in and span nearly 
the entire width of the road. 
Another reason we need to 
dry out….to give the road 
crews time to repair the 
roads. 

Bridge work also con-
tinues on State Highway 
127 south, but it looks like 
progress is being made. Stay 
safe and watch out for the 
road crew’s safety too.

News from
Mt. Moriah Lutheran 
Church, Anna

During children’s church, the children who 
attended learned and talked about the difference 
between squishy behaviors (words and behaviors 
that squish people down) and kind behaviors, which 
God expects from people. Photo provided.

Small group Bible study 
is planned at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, May 23, at Salem Lu-
theran Church in Jonesboro.

The food pantry at Sa-
lem Lutheran Church is 
scheduled to be open from 
4 p.m. to 5 p.m. on the 

second and third Tuesday 
of each month. The church 
is located on Market Street.

The community is invited 
to look for free produce 
which is distributed weekly 
in the parking lot at Mt. 
Moriah.

Personnel, student achievements
highlighted at A-J Board meeting

Personnel matters and 
student achievements were 
on the agenda for a reg-
ular meeting of the An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School District No. 
81 Board of Education. The 
meeting was April 25 at the 
school.

Highlights from minutes 
of the meeting follow:

The board voted to hire 
Michelle Stevens as assis-
tant principal. Laura Eber-
sohl was hired as hearing 
interpreter.

A-JCHS Student Council 
representatives reported 
that elections had been held 
for next year’s officers.

The student council offi-
cers for 2022-2023 include 
Avery Osman, president; 
Orie Dover, vice president; 
Reese Reynolds, secretary; 
Sienna Morris, treasur-
er; Jenna Sadler, senior 
representative; Alexandria 
Keller, junior representa-
tive, and Brooklyn East-
man, sophomore represen-
tative.

The student council 
is making plans for next 
year’s homecoming.

During April, the student 
council collected donations 
for PAWS. The student 
council also assisted PAWS 
with a fish fry fund-raiser 
on April 15.

The National Honor So-
ciety had an annual induc-
tion ceremony on April 
6. Twenty new members 
from the sophomore and ju-
nior classes were inducted. 
Brandon Wright was guest 
speaker at the ceremony.

After the National Honor 
Society ceremony, cake 
from the Anna Baking 
Company was served to 
new and current members 
and their parents.

To be eligible to apply for 
membership in the National 
Honor Society, a sopho-
more or junior must have 
a cumulative grade point 
average of at least 3.5.

Students then have to 
prove they have completed 
a minimum of 30 hours of 
service and also display 
an attitude of leadership 
by membership in school 
clubs, organizations, athlet-
ics or employment.

Alysha Hase organized 
a secret student teacher 
appreciation week for the 
teachers. Each teacher had 
a secret student who gave 
them surprise gifts during 
the week.

The week ended with a 
breakfast on Friday morn-
ing prepared by Jennifer 
Cleghorn’s classes. At the 
breakfast, teachers met their 
secret student and gave 
them a gift in appreciation.

The prom committee is 
very excited about the prom 
they have put together for 
the seniors. Prom is planned 
May 7.

On Friday, April 22, fed-

eral Judge David Dugan 
from the Southern Illinois 
district in East St. Louis 
came and spoke to Julie 
Lewis’s civics classes. The 
judge is Lewis’s brother-
in-law.

On Monday, April 25, 
Judge Mark Boie, an Illi-
nois appellate court judge, 
came and spoke to her civ-
ics classes.

The visits gave the stu-
dents an opportunity to 
hear about the differences 
between state and federal 
courts. Students submitted 
questions to both judges 
before they came to speak.

Student Will  Keller 
placed fifth in biology at 
ACES state competition.

Members of the A-JCHS 
FFA chapter participated 
in recent livestock judg-
ing competitions at South-
ern Illinois University and 
Murray State University. At 
Murray State, some of the 
A-J students also compet-
ed in dairy cattle judging. 
One student completed the 
tractor driving competition.

Students in ag welding 
have been learning how to 
use a CNC plasma cutter. 
They designed coat hangers 
with their names on them 
and cut them out. Students 
were designing a fire pit that 
they were going to weld 
together and sell. Plans for 
sprucing up the greenhouse 
were coming along.

A-J FBLA members trav-
eled to, and competed at, a 
state leadership conference 
April 1-2. 

Six A-J students attend-
ed the conference, and all 
of them placed. Kaelyn 
George, Jolie Barger and 
Jesse Sartin were state fi-
nalists. They placed third 
in sports and entertainment 
management, which qual-
ified them to compete at 
nationals in Chicago this 
summer.

Other award recipients 
from A-J included:

Trevor Cochran, 10th 
place in cyber security. 
Jaden Ebberts, 12th in 
graphic design. Marlee 
Smith, 12th in public speak-
ing.

Emily Richbourg’s bi-
ology and ecology classes 

worked outside on Earth 
Day to spruce up the con-
crete patio area. They 
cleaned up sticks, trash and 
leaves and planted some 
flowers. They also put seeds 
out to make a pollinator 
garden.

Justin Recuero’s Spanish 
classes experienced Latin 
American culture firsthand 
through dance lessons pro-
vided by dance instructors 
from Carbondale.

National Teacher Appre-
ciation Week is scheduled 
May 1-7. Student clubs 
at the school are planning 
to have special treats for 
the teachers. The A-JCHS 
Art Club planned to serve 
breakfast on Wednesday.

The math team competed 
at the SEMO Math Field 
Day on Thursday, April 21. 
The following A-J students 
and teams received awards:

Ruby Yates, first place, 
Algebra 1. Eric Chen, third 
place, geometry. Katie Sul-
livan, second place, Alge-
bra 2. 

Sienna Morrison, third 
place, word problems. Joe 
Barger, third place, sets and 
logic. Trevor Cochran, third 
place, number theory.

Ian Crunk, third place, 
hand calculators. Samuel 
Allen, first place, non-rou-
tine problem solving. Ad-
dison Denny, third place, 
geometry. Jessica Sartin, 
first place, trigonometry.

Algebra 1 team, second 
place. Algebra 2 team, sec-
ond place. Geometry team, 
third place. Trigonometry 
team, third place. Medley 
team, third place.   

Teachers thanked the 
board for providing a coffee 
and donut cart on the day of 
parent/teacher conferences.

In other business, the 
board approved the 2022-
2023 school year calendar.

A boys soccer co-op 
agreement with Cobden 
was renewed.

A bid from Midwest Bus 
Sales, including trade in, 
for the purchase of a new 
school bus was approved.

A bid from Marion Glass 
and Mirror to install secu-
rity film on the lower level 
windows and doors at the 
school was approved.



Maupins Cores & Recycling, LLC
We buy starters, alternators, AC pumps, gear boxes, power 
steering pumps, brake calipers, rotors, rack & pinions, 
aluminum rims, ecm, pcm, aluminum, brass, copper, etc.

Come see us at
823 Fort Jefferson Hill Rd. 

Wickliffe, KY
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 4 pm.

270-335-5865 21&22G

Visit our website: triplecmeats.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986 46GTF

Custom ProCessing of
Beef, Pork, goat, sheeP

Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.
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Melaina’s Magical Playland visit
Jonesboro Grade School kindergarten students recently had a day of fun at Melaina’s Magical Playland 

in Cape Girardeau. Melaina’s Magical Playland is an inclusive playground that was built with children 
of all abilities in mind.  The playland was created by Jeff and Andrea Cunningham as a loving tribute to 
their daughter, Melaina Cunningham. Photo provided.

SIU commencement ceremonies scheduled
The academic achieve-

ments of more than 1,800 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale students will 
be celebrated during spring 
2022 commencement exer-
cises which are scheduled 
May 6-7.

Ceremonies are set to start 
with the SIU School of Law 
commencement on Friday, 
May 6, at Shryock Audito-
rium on the SIU campus. 

On Saturday, May 7, Ban-
terra Center on the SIU cam-
pus is scheduled to hold two 
commencement ceremonies.

As of April 22, there 
were 1,834 candidates for 
degrees, including 1,208 
candidates for bachelor’s 

degrees, 392 candidates 
for master’s degrees, 113 
candidates for doctoral de-
grees, 72 law degree candi-
dates and 49 candidates for 
associate degrees.

“Commencement is a 
celebration of Salukis’ 
drive, hard work, per-
sistence and imagination 
of a better world and their 
role in it,” SIU chancellor 
Austin A. Lane said. “We’re 
proud and excited to honor 
them for reaching this mile-
stone.”

There is no ticketing for 
guests, and guest seating 
for all of the ceremonies is 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Ceremonies will be 

compliant with campus and 
state pandemic safety pro-
tocols in place at the time.

The ceremonies will also 
be livestreamed at com-
mencement.siu.edu/videos.

Here is the ceremony 
schedule and honorary de-
gree and distinguished ser-
vice award recipients where 
applicable.

Friday, May 6
1 p.m. SIU School of 

Law. Carolyn B. Smoot, 
retired First Judicial Circuit 
Court judge, is the keynote 
speaker. 

Saturday, May 7
9 a.m. College of Agri-

cultural, Life, and Physical 
Sciences; College of Health 
and Human Sciences; SIU 
School of Medicine (SOM 
Ph.D. and master’s degrees 
only). 

1:30 p.m. College of 
Arts and Media; College 
of Business and Analytics; 
College of Engineering, 
Computing, Technology, 
and Mathematics; College 
of Liberal Arts; School of 
Education. 

Anna VFW post
conducting raffle

The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post 
No. 3455 of Anna is con-
ducting a raffle for a $300 
gift card to Union County 
Market in Jonesboro.

Tickets are $5 each, or 
five for $20. Tickets can be 
obtained at the post, which 
is located at 70 VFW Ln. 
near Anna.

The drawing is set for 
Saturday, July 16; ticket 
buyers do not need to be 
present to win.

Anna VFW
plans fish fry,
Taco Tuesday

A fish fry and Taco Tues-
day are planned at the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Car-
roll P. Foster Post No. 3455 
of Anna. The post is located 
at 70 VFW Ln. near Anna.

Fish Fry: The fish fry 
will be served from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, May 
6. 

The menu will include 
fish, potato salad and baked 
beans for a donation of $12.

Star Karaoke is sched-
uled to be at the post from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Taco Tuesday: Taco 
Tuesday is planned at the 
Anna VFW post on Tues-
day, May 10.

Serving will be from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m., with a $2 
donation for each taco.

The public is welcome 
at the fish fry and at Taco 
Tuesday. Carry outs will be 
available. 

SIU honors faculty, staff
with Excellence Awards

Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale recog-
nized seven faculty and 
staff members for superior 
scholarship and creative 
endeavors, teaching and 
service with the 2022 Ex-
cellence Awards.

The awards are bestowed 
annually for exceptional 
work both in and outside 
the classroom. 

The recipients were rec-
ognized during a ceremony 
held Monday afternoon, 
April 18, in Morris Library’s 
John C. Guyon Auditorium.

“Faculty and staff are 
SIU Carbondale’s most 
important resource,” SIU 
chancellor Austin A. Lane 
said in a news release. 

“Their diligence and de-
votion are essential to the 
success of our strategic plan, 
Imagine 2030. In my nearly 
two years on campus, I have 
been deeply impressed by 
our faculty and staff. What-
ever their responsibilities, 
they have imagined a better 
world and their role in it.”

The 2022 SIU Carbon-
dale Excellence Awards 
recipients include:

Teaching Excellence 
Award (tenured and ten-
ure-track): Philip Anton, 
associate professor, School 
of Human Sciences.

Teaching Excellence 

Award (non-tenure track): 
Daniel Silver, clinical as-
sociate professor, paralegal 
studies, School of Justice 
and Public Safety.

Early Career Faculty Ex-
cellence Award: Amir Sade-
ghpour, assistant professor, 
plant, soils, and agricultural 
systems, School of Agricul-
tural Sciences.

Women of Distinction: 
Cindy Buys, professor and 
director of international 
law programs, SIU School 
of Law.

Emerging Leader: Cris-
tina Castillo, coordinator, 
Hispanic/Latino Resource 
Center.

Staff Excellence Award: 
Tarnisha Green, director 
of Success in Engineer-
ing through Excellence 
and Diversity, and Cynthia 
Heisner, office administra-
tor, SIU School of Law.

Find us online at 
annanews.com
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737. gptfn

FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruis-
er. Runs, 125K miles, needs 
work. $750.00 obo. Text 
(618)-855-0912.

tfn

For Sale 
real 

eState
HOUSE FOR SALE: 205 
Brady Mill Road, Anna. 3 
bedroom, 2 full baths, 2-car 
attached garage. Call for ap-
pointment, (618)-559-2166.

21-23gpc

FOR SALE:  House and lot 
at 107 Lime Kiln Road in 
Anna.  Submit offers to Anna 
State Bank, 100 East Vienna 
Street, Anna IL 62906.  ALL 
OFFERS WILL BE CON-
SIDERED.

21-22gp

For rent
FOR RENT: Large 1 bed-
room upstairs apartment 
overlooking Main Street in 
Anna. Recently remodeled, 
2 decks. $575.00 rent plus 
$575.00 deposit. No pets. 
References required. Call 
(618)-833-6432.

21gp

Wanted
ARROWHEADS! Amateur 
Archeologist is obsessed with 
the hobby. I am building a 
museum of artifacts from 
Missouri & Illinois, and 
would like to buy individual 
finds or whole collections. 
ALSO, looking for sites to 
buy or lease that have a lot 
of "flint". Happy to answer 
any questions! Call Sean, 
(314)-608-2692.

52p-1g tfn

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for full and part-time Custodi-
ans for Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin. Apply at 
Main Campus front desk. 
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext. 
3436.

51gpc tfn

WANTED: Open-minded, 
trustworthy individual to 
build Facebook page for 
incarcerated person. Rate 
negotiable. Michael Walls 
N57778, P.O. Box 99, Pon-
tiac, IL 61764.

21-23gpc

HELP WANTED: Anna 
CCSD #37 has the following 
position openings for the 
2022-2023 school year:

• Elementary Teacher
• Teacher’s Aide
• Social Worker/

Behavioral 
Interventionist

• Secretary
• Cheerleading Coach
Successful applicants 

must have the proper licen-
sure for the position. The 
application packet, which can 
be picked up at the Davie/Jr. 
High building or found online 
at www.anna37.com, should 
be completed and returned 
to:  Julie Bullard at 301 
South Green Street, Anna, IL 

62906 no later than 9 a.m. on 
Monday, May 9, 2022. Phone: 
(618) 833-6812.

20gp-21g

Yard    
Sale

DOWN-SIZING: Cobden 
Village Yard Sale - Saturday, 
May 14. Household, Oriental 
decor, Christmas tree, fan, 
room heater, XL clothing, and 
more. 557 Twin Oaks Drive. 
8 a.m. to ???

21gp-22gc

GARAGE SALE: Friday 
& Saturday, May 6 & 7, 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Antiques, col-
lectibles, jewelry, glassware, 
cookware, cookbooks. 1920 
St. Johns Road, rural Anna.

21gc

BuSineSS
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p-5g tfn

GROSS BUSTERS 
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

• House Washing
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning
• Deck Staining
CALL TODAY!
(618)-697-5968

Grossbustersil.com
11p-29gpc

K&E
HAULING

(618)-697-6273
"WE ROCK"

15p-22gc

BENJAMIN Professional 
Services 

offers Bush Trimming 
Underbrush Clearing 
Fallen Tree Removal 

Mulching! 
FREE QUOTES! 

Call/Text (618)-499-9091
E-mail ben.coleson@

gmail.com 
18g-21pc

Free
FREE: Doublewide mobile 
home. 24'x48', new metal 
roof, extra 18" overhang. 
Move at your own expense. 
For more information, call 
Ryan's cell (618)-614-8937 
or house (618)-833-3685 or 
Jim's cell (618)-614-4577.

21-24gpc

puBlic 
notice

MANLEY, DEAS, 
KOCHALSKI LLC
One East Wacker – 

Suite 1250
Chicago, IL 60601

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS, 

ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY., 

Plaintiff,
 v. 

JOSHUA J. INGOLD, 
AKA JOSHUA INGOLD; 
ANNA K. BOURGEOIS 

INGOLD; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants, 

Case No. 2022FC6

The requisite affidavit 
for publication having been 
filed, notice is hereby given 
you, Anna K. Bourgeois In-
gold, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, that 
the said suit has been com-
menced in the Circuit Court 
of the First Judicial Circuit, 
Union County, Illinois by 
the said plaintiff against you 
and other defendants, pray-
ing for the foreclosure of a 
certain Mortgage conveying 
the premises described as 
follows, to-wit:

Lots Numbered One, Two, 
Three, Four, Five and Six in 
the Block E in Abernathie's 
Addition to the Village of Alto 
Pass, situated in the County 
of Union and State of Illinois.

110 Walnut Street, 
Alto Pass, IL 62905
14-00-11-065
Now, therefore, unless 

you, Anna K. Bourgeois 
Ingold, Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants, 
and the said above named 
defendants, file your answer 
to the complaint in said suit 
or otherwise make your ap-
pearance therein, in the office 
of the Clerk of the First Ju-
dicial Circuit, Union County, 
Illinois, on or before June 6, 
2022, default may be entered 
against you at any time after 
that day and a Judgment 
entered in accordance with 
the prayer of said Complaint.

E-filing is now mandatory 
for documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create 
an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit http://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/geth-
elp.asp or contact the Clerk 
of this Court.

  Andrew K. Weiss 
(6284233)

MANLEY DEAS KO-
CHALSKI LLC

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
One East Wacker, 

Suite 1250, 
Chicago, IL 60601

Phone: 312-651-6700; 
Fax:  614-220-5613  

Email: akweiss@
manleydeas.com

One of Plaintiff's Attorneys
8221-922317

19-21g

21-095362
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
JONESBORO, ILLINOIS

WELLS FARGO BANK, 
N.A.

PLAINTIFF,
-vs-

Curtis Houston a/k/a 
Curtis R. Houston a/k/a 

Curtis Ray Houston; 
Carla Houston 

a/k/a Carla M. Houston; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS; 
UNKNOWN 

OCCUPANTS
DEFENDANTS

NO. 22 FC 2

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given you 
Curtis Houston a/k/a Curtis 
R. Houston a/k/a Curtis Ray 
Houston; Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants; 
Unknown Occupants.

Defendants in the above 
entitled suit, that the said suit 
has been commenced in the 
Circuit Court of Union Coun-
ty, by the said Plaintiff against 
you and other defendants, 
praying for the foreclosure of 
a certain Mortgage conveying 
the premises described as 
follows, to wit:

THAT PART OF THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER AND THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 

QUARTER OF SECTION 
30, TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH, 
RANGE 1 EAST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL ME-
RIDIAN DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: COMMENCE 
AT THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SAID SECTION 30; 
THENCE NORTH ALONG 
THE QUARTER QUAR-
TER LINE 91.58 FEET 
TO THE NORTHWEST-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF INTERSTATE 
57; THENCE NORTH 25 
DEGREES 5 MINUTES 8 
SECONDS EAST, ALONG 
SAID RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE, 1074.34 FEET TO A 
HALF INCH IRON ROD 
AND THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING; THENCE 
CONTINUE NORTH 25 
DEGREES 5 MINUTES 8 
SECONDS EAST 204.00 
FEET TO A RIGHT OF 
WAY MARKER; THENCE 
DEPARTING FROM SAID 
RIGHT OF WAY NORTH 22 
DEGREES 36 MINUTES 20 
SECONDS WEST, ALONG 
THE SOUTH RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE OF S A ROUTE 
17, 220.00 FEET TO A 
HALF INCH IRON ROD; 
THENCE DEPARTING 
FROM SAID RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE SOUTH 35 
DEGREES, 3 MINUTES 35 
SECONDS WEST 300 FEET 
TO A HALF INCH IRON 
ROD; THENCE SOUTH 50 
DEGREES 8 MINUTES 15 
SECONDS EAST 222.00 
FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING, IN UNION 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS. SUB-
JECT TO EXISTING EASE-
MENTS IF ANY. PER PLAT 
OF SURVEY PREPARED 
BY SCOTT A RICHARDS, 
ILLINOIS PROFESSIONAL 
LAND SURVEYOR NO 
2996, RECORDED ON AU-
GUST 9, 1996 IN RECORD 
BOOK 134 AT PAGE 747 
IN THE RECORDER'S OF-
FICE OF UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as 
580 Christian Chapel 
Road, 
Anna, IL 62906
Permanent Index No.:  02-

30-01-162-A2
and which said Mortgage 

was made by Curtis R. Hous-
ton and Carla M. Houston 
Mortgagors, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for MidCountry 
Bank as Mortgagee, and 
recorded in the office of the 
Recorder of Deeds of Union 
County, Illinois, Document 
No. 2013R1449.

And for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued 
out of the said Court against 
you as provided by law, and 
that the suit is now pending.

Now therefore, unless you, 
the said above named de-
fendants, e-file your answer 
to the Complaint in the said 
suit or otherwise make your 
appearance therein, on or 
before the 30th day after the 
first publication of this notice 
which is MAY 23, 2022.  De-
fault may be entered against 
you at any time after that day 
and a judgment entered in 
accordance with the prayer 
of said Complaint.

E-filing is now mandatory 
for documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions.  To 
e-file, you must first create 
an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit https://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider.  If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.illi-
noiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp, or talk with your local 
circuit clerk's office.

Dated, _______________, 
____.

Clerk

LOGS Legal Group LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff

2121 Waukegan Road, 
Suite 301

Bannockburn, IL 60015
(847) 291-1717 

ILNOTICES@logs.com

Mail To: 
Curtis Houston a/k/a 

Curtis R. Houston a/k/a 
Curtis Ray Houston

1230 S Ellis St
Cape Girardeau, MO 

63703-7815

Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants; 

Unknown Occupants

580 Christian Chapel Road
Anna, IL 62906

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT A DEBT 
AND ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PUR-
POSE.  PLEASE BE AD-
VISED THAT IF YOUR 
PERSONAL LIABILITY 
FOR THIS DEBT HAS 
BEEN EXTINGUISHED 
BY A DISCHARGE IN 
BANKRUPTCY OR BY AN 
ORDER GRANTING IN 
REM RELIEF FROM STAY, 
THIS NOTICE IS PROVID-
ED SOLELY TO FORE-
CLOSE THE MORTGAGE 
REMAINING ON YOUR 
PROPERTY AND IS NOT 
AN ATTEMPT TO COL-
LECT THE DISCHARGED 
PERSONAL OBLIGATION.
8221-922427

19-21g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the 
Estate of

MARILYN J. PENDER,
Deceased.

Case No. 2022-PR-11
                 

CLAIM NOTICE
 

Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Marilyn 
J. Pender.  Letters of Office 
were issued April 21, 2022, 
to Linda K. Parks, whose 
address is 212 N. Centen-
nial, Cobden, IL 62920, as 
Independent Administrator, 
whose attorneys of record 
are Patricia A. Hoke and 
Casey L. Twomey, Barrett, 
Twomey, Broom, Hughes & 
Hoke, LLP, 100 N. Illinois 
Ave., P.O. Box 3747, Carbon-
dale, IL 62902-3747.  Claims 
against the estate may be filed 
in the Circuit Clerk’s office, 
Union County Courthouse, 
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, 
on or before November 11, 
2022.  Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to 
the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.  

E-filing is now mandatory 
for documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions.  To 
e-file, you must first create 
an account with an e-filing 
service provider.  Visit https://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider.  If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp.

Linda K. Parks, 
Independent Administrator 

of the Estate 
of Marilyn J. Pender, 

Deceased

Patricia A. Hoke 
Casey L. Twomey

BARRETT, TWOMEY, 
BROOM, HUGHES & 

HOKE, LLP
100 N. Illinois Ave., 

P. O. Box 3747
Carbondale, IL  

62902-3747
Tel: 618-457-0437

Email: phoke@btbhh.com, 
ctwomey@btbhh.com

21-23g

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pursuant to Section 17-
40 of the Property Tax Code 
(35 ILCS 200/17-40), the 
percentage to be added to the 
assessed valuation of locally 
assessed property other than 
that assessed under Sections 
10-110 through 10-140 and 
10-170 through 10-200 of 
the Property Tax Code (35 
ILCS 200/10-110 through 
10-140 and 10-170 through 
10-200) in Union County as 
certified by the Department of 
Revenue for the assessment 
year 2021 is 0.00% by the 
application of an equalization 
factor of 1.0000.

David Harris
Director of Revenue

21g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the 
Estate of

JEWELL ANNETTE 
MCHUGHES

Deceased.
Case No. 2022-PR-13

NOTICE OF DEATH, 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION 
AND CLAIM DATE

Notice is given of the death 
of Jewell Annette McHughes, 
of Anna, Union County, Illi-
nois. Letters of Office were 
issued on the 28th day of 
April, to Diane E, Cobb, 112 
Leigh Ave. Apt. 105, Anna, IL 
23906, as Executor, whose 
attorney is listed below. 

The Estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision, unless under Section 
28-4 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the office of 
the Clerk of the Court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St, Jonesboro, 
IL 62952, or with the Execu-
tor on or before the 19th day of 
November 2022, or if mailing 
or delivery of a notice from 
the Executor is required by 
Section 18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred.

Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the Executor and to the 
Attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated: this 5th day of May 
2022.  
 

Independent Executor:
Diane E. Cobb

112 Leigh Ave, Apt. 105
Anna, IL 62901

Bigler Law Office
Bryan Phillips

Attorneys for Executor
4076 E Vienna Street

Anna, IL 62906
Office: (618) 833-4777

Facsimile: (618) 833-4770
21-23g

NOTICE FOR BID

The Village of Mill Creek 
is accepting bids for cutting 
down 2 trees. Must have 
insurance. For more infor-
mation, please call Amy, 
(815)-992-1877. 20-21gp

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ...................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .................................................$12.50

It's Yard sale season!

To place yours call 
(800) 833-2699

or (618) 833-2158.
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Obituaries
Goldie Miller (Butler)

Goldie Miller (Butler), 86, 
was welcomed into the arms 
of Jesus on April 21, 2022.  

She was born on Dec. 8, 
1935, in Elco. Her parents 
died when she was 2, and she 
and her younger brother Jack 
Butler , were raised by their 
uncle Frank. 

She married the love of her 
life, Gordon Miller, on Aug. 
8, 1953. They had a baby boy, 
Jackie, born in 1955, who 
died just a short year later.  

They quickly decided to 
move to start a new adven-
ture, and after trying a few locations, landed in Colorado 
Springs, Colo., in 1956.  

In 1969, they adopted their baby girl, Stacy.  Goldie 
was a very caring and devoted wife and mother. Gordon 
was sick much of his adult life, and Goldie cared for him 
until he passed in 1998.  

Goldie was a beautician and had a beauty shop in her 
home for many years.  She and Gordon also owned a 
miniature golf course, Putt-A-Round. Goldie retired from 
cosmetology when she became allergic to the permanent 
solution.  

She worked for School District 11, where she enjoyed 
working in the catering department.  

Goldie and her husband were youth group leaders at 
the churches they attended. Her faith in God was always 
an important part of her life.  

Goldie never met anyone she didn’t like and was a 
friend to all. She loved to cook, play dominos and card 
games, go to garage sales, laugh, smile and read.    Her 
family and friends will remember her kindness, her laugh 
and her sassiness, as she loved to tease people. 

She is survived by her daughter and her son-in-law, 
Stacy and John Strobel. She is also survived by Colleen 
Langendoerfer and Shirley Miller, her sisters-in-laws, 
numerous nieces and nephews and friends that all loved 
her so much.   

Goldie was preceded in death by her husband and broth-
er. Goldie loved animals and leaves behind her beloved 
Lily and her granddog Toffee.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations to the donor’s 
favorite church or animal rescue would be appreciated.

Beatrice A. Stevens
Beatrice A. Stevens, 83, of 

Jonesboro, died Sunday, Jan. 
9, 2022, at Integrity Health-
care in Anna. 

She was born on July 18, 
1938, in Union County, the 
daughter of Hilbert and Mary 
Wright Adams. 

She married Dave Hile-
man, who preceded her in 
death. She later married Ray 
Harold Stevens. He preceded 
her in death in 2015.

Mrs. Stevens is survived by her brother, David (Bar-
bara) Adams; a granddaughter, Deanna Hileman; other 
relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband 
Dave Hileman; husband Ray Harold Stevens; a daughter, 
Regina Hileman; a son, Scott Hileman; and a brother, 
Basil “Bud” Adams.

Mrs. Stevens enjoyed playing music; she could play 
the guitar and piano. In her later years she enjoyed going 
to church. 

She was a kind and loving person and was known as 
Aunt Bea to everyone that knew her. She will be greatly 
missed by several nieces and nephews and great-nieces 
and nephews. 

Graveside services will be at 3 p.m. Friday, May 6, at 
Ebenezer Hall Cemetery, with David Adams officiating. 
Interment will immediately follow. All of  those attending 
are asked to go directly to the cemetery. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of 
arrangements.

Betty Jean King
Betty Jean King, 90, of Cobden, died Monday, April 25, 

2022, at the Union County Hospital in Anna. 
She was born on Dec. 4, 1931, in Cobden, the daughter 

of Elmer “Candy” and Reatha Davis Smith. 
She married Fred Eugene King on Dec. 22, 1950, in 

McClure. He preceded her in death on Dec. 17, 2008.
Mrs. King is survived by her son, Doug King of Cobden; 

grandchildren Stephanie (Brandon) Hunter of Jonesboro, 
Patrick (Nicci) King of Fairview Heights, Liberty Batson 
and Tracy King; several great-grandchildren; other rela-
tives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; 
and by two sons, Mike Batson and Larry King Sr.

Graveside funeral services were at 11 a.m. Friday, 
April 29, at the Cobden Cemetery. Interment immediately 
followed.

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Cobden was in charge of 
arrangements.

Karen Faye Dover
Karen Faye Dover of 

Jonesboro, and formerly of 
New Smyrna Beach, Fla., 
passed away with her loving 
husband, Glenn Wayne Do-
ver, by her side on Thursday, 
April 28, 2022, after a brave 
battle with cancer. 

She married Glenn Wayne 
Dover on Aug. 14, 1970, in 
Charleston, Mo. 

Karen and Wayne had one 
son, Robert (Robbie) Wayne 
Dover of New Smyrna Beach, Fla.

Karen was born on Oct. 1, 1954, in Cairo, the daughter 
of Frank A. and Henrietta Rainbolt Smith. 

Karen is survived by Wayne and Robbie, as well as her 
mother, Henrietta Smith of Anna; brothers Mike Rainbolt 
of Ashland, Ky., and Tom Smith of Jonesboro; many other 
relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her father; and  by two 
brothers, Paul Smith and Silas Smith.     

Karen (and Wayne) always offered an open and warm 
home to their family and friends, making everyone who 
entered feel special and accepted. 

Karen’s son, nieces and nephews will always fondly 
remember her amazing generosity and sincere appreci-
ation for family. 

She shared her love for family by hosting many beach 
vacations, serving home cooked meals and offering wise 
advice over coffee. 

Karen’s deep laugh, honest conversations, homemade 
mashed potatoes and noodles and huge heart will be dearly 
missed but not forgotten.

Karen retired from Walmart after a nearly 30-year ca-
reer, working in both Florida and Cape Girardeau locations 
and was a diehard Cardinals fan. She was a member of 
the First Baptist Church in Jonesboro. A memorial service 
will be held at a later date. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Jonesboro is 
assisting the family with arrangements.

To visit her memorial page and to leave online condo-
lences, visit the Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home website at rendlemanhi-
lemanfh.com.

"The Preaching Pen"
Our All in All

Matthew 22:37 reads, “Jesus said unto him, 
'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”

In the previous passage, our Lord is defining the 
greatest commandment.  Many of us have probably 
heard this verse referred to as, “Christ Commandment 
of TOTAL love.”  According to W.E. Vine's Expository 
Dictionary of Bible Words, the word “all” in this passage 
is referring to every kind or whole (22).  It is difficult to 
misunderstand that when the Bible says “all” it means 
“everything.”

With that thought in mind, we can focus upon a couple 
of key ideas.  First, God requires from us the very best.  
He has required the best from Adam, and he will require 
the best from the last human being.  God demands for us 
to give him our best or highest affections which include 
our best thoughts, words, and actions. In Mark 12:44, 
Christ tells his disciples, “but she (the widow) out of her 
poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”

Secondly, God is consistent.  Christ's statement rings 
back almost 1500 years and reaffirms the commandments 
God delivered to Moses, Exodus 20.  The first 5 
commandments are encapsulated within Christ's saying.  
It is only through obedience to God that we show our 
TOTAL love.  We cannot “out love” God; we can 
demonstrate our love through a commitment of loyalty, 
obedience, and faithfulness.  Why would we wish to give 
any less?

Let us remember that obedience is attainable 1 John 
5:3.  May we never forget the debt we owe our 
Father; after all, it was Jesus who paid the price.

Ryan Thornsberry
Anna church of Christ 21G

In Loving Memory

William D. 
"Bill" Stover

July 27, 1943 - April 29, 2011

Much loved and missed
by your family

21G

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Addy Choate and Gracie 
Wilson visited with their 
grandma, Dolores Reyn-
olds of Reynoldsville, on 
Friday afternoon.

Rodney Reynolds of 
Wolf Lake visited with his 
mother, Dolores Reynolds, 
on Tuesday and Wednes-
day to watch the Cardinals 
play ball.

Rodney and Vicki Reyn-
olds visited with Dolores 
Reynolds Sunday after-
noon.

Gary Gibbs of Jonesboro 
visited with Maxine and 
Fred Pender of Fair City.

Joe Schneider of Cape 
Girardeau visited with 
Shirley Miller of McClure.

Shirley Miller attended a 
retirement party for Bonnie 
Mouser of McClure at the 
Sparks Center in McClure 
on Saturday. Bonnie retired 
after 35 years with the U.S. 

Postal Service.
Shirley Miller and Penny 

and Kerry Hill of McClure 
enjoyed eating at a Mexi-
can restaurant in Cape Gi-
rardeau on Sunday, May 1.

Scotty Griffin of Marion 
visited Friday with Sue and 
Steve Eudy of Anna.

Happy birthday wishes 
to our son, Brian Eudy of 
Jackson, Mo., on Monday, 
May 9.

Happy Mothers Day to 
all mothers, grandmothers 
and special mothers on 
Sunday, May 8.

You are invited to at-
tend services at Reynolds-
ville Missionary Baptist 
Church. Sunday School 
is at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
morning worship service 
is at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday 
night service is at 7 p.m. 
Rev. Jamie Bridgeman is 
the pastor. 

Ronald D. Hileman
Ronald D. Hileman Sr., 82, 

of Jonesboro, died Thursday, 
April 28, 2022, at his home. 

He was born on Feb. 9, 
1940, in Vienna, the son 
of Albert and Aline Sloan 
Hileman. 

He is survived by two 
sons, Ronald D. Hileman 
Jr. and Donald G. Hileman; 
three grandchildren, Amber 
Rady, Erin Creamer and Jer-
emiah Hileman; two great-grandchildren, 
Cash and Maci Creamer; two brothers, 
Gary and Albert Hileman; nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends. 

He also leaves his loving cat, Sweet William.
He was preceded in death by his parents and three 

siblings.
Mr. Hileman served his country as a radio operator in 

the U.S. Air Force.
He retired from the Choate Mental Health and Devel-

opmental Center in Anna. He was an avid music fan and 
met many of his favorite artists.

A celebration of life to honor Ronald D. Hileman, Sr. 
will be held at a later date. Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Jonesboro is in charge of arrangements.

Memorials can be made to PAWS. Envelopes are avail-
able at the funeral home.

To visit his memorial page and to leave online condo-
lences, visit & Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home website at rendlemanhi-
lemanfh.com.

Prescription Drug Take Back Day
The Anna Police Department hosted a National 

Prescription Drug Take Back Day on Saturday, April 
30. The Prescription Drug Take Back Day was held 
at the Anna Police Department. 

Anna Police Chief Bryan Watkins, left, and Anna 
Police Department detective Brentley Sims were on 
hand to accept no longer needed prescription drugs 
from community members. Sims said Saturday’s 
event offered community members a safe way to 
dispose of prescription drugs. 

The police department offered the National 
Prescription Drug Take Back Day event in a 
partnership with the Diversion Control Division of 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, DEA. 

The Anna police chief said he anticipated that 
about 200 pounds of prescription drugs would be 
collected. The drugs which were collected will be 
transported to a DEA office in Cape Girardeau for 
proper disposal.

The South District Elks 
Lodges, in cooperation 
with the Illinois Elks Chil-
dren’s Care Corporation, 
plan to sponsor a free chil-
dren’s orthopedic assess-
ment clinic on Friday, May 
27.

The clinic is scheduled 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Marshall Browning Hos-
pital, which is located at 
900 N. Washington St. in 
Du Quoin.

Anna-Jonesboro Elks 

Children’s orthopedic clinic planned
Lodge No. 1641 is a spon-
sor of the free clinic.

Dr. Alan Froehling from 
Mt. Vernon is scheduled to 
be the clinician.

Appointments for the 
clinic can be made by 
calling the Illinois Elks 
Children’s Care office at 
1-800-272-0074 from 9 
a.m.  to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.  

There are no charges for 
any services offered at the 
clinic.

A r e a  M c D o n a l d ’s 
restaurants are celebrating 
area teachers by offering a 
free beverage of choice in 
the drive-thru.

The promotion began 
May 2 and cont inues 
through May 13.

National Teacher Ap-
preciation Day was May 
3. Area McDonald’s or-
ganizations felt it was im-
portant to extend the cel-
ebration of area teachers 
beyond just one day.

Teachers honored
To redeem a free bever-

age, teachers must show 
a valid educator ID when 
ordering. No purchase is 
necessary. 

Hours may vary by lo-
cation. The offer is valid 
at participating locations 
while supplies last.

Participating locations 
i n c l u d e  M c D o n a l d ’s 
restaurants in Anna, Car-
bondale, Marion, Mur-
physboro, Vienna and Cape 
Girardeau.
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May 9th

400 S. Main St.
Jonesboro, IL • 833-6916

NOT JUST FOR FARMERS!

Of Alto Pass
893-2464
Banking The

Old Fashioned Way!

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, Illinois • 833-2151
www.annastate.com

Ware Market
& Produce

15 State Rt. 3 South • Ware, IL
833-3533

Come check out our huge 
selection . . .

Mother's Day
Flowers and Plants

Hanging Baskets
Florida Tropicals • Ferns

10 in. Potted Plants

Thoughtful Gifts
for Mother's Day 

Fresh Fruit
Premium Cheeses
Fresh Fish, Shrimp

and Appetisers

The Enchanted Garden
114 E. Davie Street • Anna • 833-7673

Mother's Day
Flowers and Plants

Hanging Baskets
Fresh Arrangements

starting at $30.00

Open for
pickup &
delivery

513 N. Main Street • Anna, IL

Unconditional and never ending.
Words that describe a mother's affection. 

Also the words that describe our
adoration for everything you provide. 

Thank you for all the love, care
and memories.

Happy Mother's Day
from . . .

Country Roads Flowers & Gifts
and

Fluttering Bloom Designs 
204 W. Broad St. Jonesboro, IL

618-614-5216 • www.countryroadsfl owers.com

Premium Hand Selected Flowers
Balloons, candy or fruit baskets.

Blooming plants and various
other gifts available.

Come check out what we have
available for your mother on

Mother's Day!

Open Mon.-Fri. 9-5
Sat. 9-12David & Liz Wilkins, Owners

Mother’s Day has felt a 
little less than normal over 
the last couple of years. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
led to the cancellation of 
many Mother’s Day gath-
erings in 2020, and while 
things felt more familiar 
in 2021, this year may 
mark the most normal 
Mother’s Day celebrations 
since 2019.

How to plan a special Mother’s Day as pandemic restrictions are lifted
Pandemic-related 

restrictions have now been 
lifted in many towns and 
cities. Though it’s best to 
confi rm if any rules and re-
strictions are still in place 
before making any plans, 
individuals who want to 
make sure Mom has a spe-
cial day can consider these 
planning pointers.

• Revisit old traditions. 

There’s many ways to let 
Mom know she’s special, 
but after two years of 
living under the specter 
of a pandemic, few things 
might be as meaningful 
to Mom as a return to 
pre-pandemic traditions. 
Book a trip to a destina-
tion you’ve visited on 
Mother’s Day in the past. 
If possible, visit a locale 
where Mom spent her fi rst 
Mother’s Day as a parent, 
ideally staying in the same 
hotel or rental home that 
hosted you back then. If 
it was once tradition to 
spend Mother’s Day in a 
big city, return there and 
enjoy a day that recalls 
pre-pandemic life.

• Book a special trip. 
Millions of people can-
celed or postponed travel 
plans during the pandemic. 
Now that many places, in-
cluding foreign countries, 

have lifted travel restric-
tions, families can feel 
safe taking off for parts 
unknown. Such a trip can 
be even more special if 
it’s a surprise for Mom on 
Mother’s Day weekend.

• Make it a family af-
fair. Even Mother’s Day 
celebrations in 2021 were 
likely smaller affairs than 
some moms might have 
preferred. If Mom spent 
some time wishing more 
family could be around 
on Mother’s Day over the 
last two years, make a 
concerted effort to include 
as many family members 
as possible this year. 
Encourage grown children 
to travel home for the 
holiday and invite Mom’s 
parents and siblings over 
to celebrate as well.

• Get out of the house. 
A homecooked meal might 
have warmed Mom’s heart 

in recent years, but a day 
out of the house might 
be especially welcomed 
this Mother’s Day. Book 
a reservation at Mom’s 
favorite local restaurant 
so no one has any cook-
ing or cleaning to do this 
year. Just be sure to book 
a reservation early, as the 
competition for a table 
fi gures to be especially 
stiff this year.

• Start the day off with 
a spa visit. Moms might 
have put pampering on 

hold during the pandemic. 
Now that public health 
agencies have given the 
go-ahead to lift restric-
tions, a good pampering 
is undoubtedly in order. A 
Mother’s Day morning spa 
trip can start the day off 
right.

Mother’s Day celebra-
tions in 2022 should feel 
more normal than they 
have in years. Families 
can capitalize on that 
by planning a day Mom 
won’t soon forget. Those days were gold-

en when you wouldn't 
sleep without your 
mother's lullabies. You 
preferred her company 
in all the activities you 
did more than anyone 
else's and your life 
revolved around her. All 
these changed when you 
became independent and 
self-suffi cient and Moth-
er's Day became just a 
formal event when you 
presented the wonderful 
women in your life with 
a few fl owers and gifts. 
We live in a world where 
we tend to forget the val-
ue of motherhood. It is 
time you realize that this 
day is more special than 
bestowing her with a few 
materialistic gifts. So, 
forget an attractive gift, 
spend some time or give 
some thought to your 
mother and pamper her 
as she did to you when 
you were a little kid. 
There is no other present 
which is as beautiful as 
your presence to your 
mother. Together with 
your beloved mom, you 
can cherish the memo-
ries of those days when 
you started your journey 
together as a mother and 
a daughter. Read through 
the article to explore 
what does a Mother's 
Day actually means.

To realize the actual 
essence of Mother's Day, 
it is essential to under-
stand your mother. She 
is the person who carried 
you in her womb for nine 
months and introduced 
you to the greatest gift of 
God on earth - life. She 
made you realize the real 
value of life by acting 
as a guiding force and a 
guardian angel whenever 
you were left helpless 
before the thorny path 
called life. She was 
always there with a smile 
whenever you needed 
moral support and a 
shoulder to cry on. It was 
only with pride that she 
could watch your growth 
and success. It's for sure 
that for a child, a mother 
is its best friend.

For a person, every-
day must be a Mother's 
Day. Everyday must be 
made memorable for 
your mother. Mother's 
Day must be celebrated 
in such a way that the 
intensity of the emotions 
and feelings should be in 
her mind all through her 
life. It must also be seen 
as a day to remember 

Meaning of Mother's Day
and shower prayers on 
that special person, with-
out whom we would not 
have been what we are at 
present. It's a day when 
we should recognise 
her efforts in shaping 
our life and personality. 
It is her unconditional 
and unadulterated love, 
which made us men-
tally prepared to face the 
harsh realities of life.

Being a mother is 
not a cakewalk as her 
every action and word is 
imitated by the children. 
It is through her that the 
child perceives the world 
and the people around 
her. The responsibility 
which she shoulders is 
huge that even a single 
mistake would make 
great impact on the life 
of children. She instills 
not only confi dence and 
self-belief in a child, but 
also teaches moral values 
and the real meaning of 
life.

You might be stepping 
towards your goal with 
not even a single second 
to spare. A pause at this 
moment might cost you 
a fortune. However, do 
remember that nothing 
in the world is as valu-
able as the glow on your 
mother's cheeks and the 
smile on her face. So, 
pause for a moment, 
remember that.

Article from www.
dayformothers.com
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email me 
at marthaannwebb@gmail.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

The Family Sowell
The Family Sowell will 

be at The Spark Church in 
McClure at 6 p.m. on May 
7. The Spark Church is 
located at the intersection 
of Route 3 and Grapevine 
Trail.

Arizona Fire
Barbara McNeely daugh-

ter and granddaughter Julia 
and Cheri Goins in AZ sent 
this to me. They lost every-
thing to a fire. 

Cheri wanted to thank 
everyone who has reached 
out, and even donated to her 
mom and her.

She said they lost their 
home and everything that 
they owned to a fire on 
Easter morning. 

Her mother couldn’t af-
ford insurance so had none. 
Her mom’s van was also a 
complete loss. 

It has been a very emo-
tional time for them both, 
and they are just grateful 
to have so much love and 
support from their family 
and friends. 

Kinley Leek is a 7th 
grader at Jonesboro 
S c h o o l ,  w h o  h a s 
advanced to the state 
finals this year for the 
girls golf team. She 
placed 10th  a t  the 
regionals  match at 
Benton on April 26. She 
will compete in the state 
tournament on May 10 at 
Rend Lake.

Billy Treece was honored with a retirement 
party from Union County Housing Friday, April 29, 
after 32 years of service. Billy is pictured with his 
family Zack Barnhart, wife Linda, Billy and Bonnie 
Williams. The party was at Annavista.

This group of YAH from Anna Heights Baptist Church traveled to Charleston, 
Mo., in two busses  driven by Willie Rhymer and Bill Hess to see the dogwoods 
and azaleas. Afterward they went to Sikeston to eat at Lambert’s.

Billy Treece is pictured with his maintenance crew at his retirement party 
at Union County Housing. Left to right: Tyler Wilson, Kris Potter, Nick Fisher, 
Billy Treece, Buck McDaniel, Derek Pender; not pictured Daniel Adams.

Barbara House, a full 
blooded Creek Indian 
who grew up in Alabama, 
gave a Native American 
ministries presentation 
Sunday morning at 
the United Methodist 
Church in Anna.

A family in Arizona needs lots of prayers and 
donations because they have no insurance. 
I received this from Julia and Cheri Goins,  
granddaughter of Barbara McNeely from here, 
about her daughter’s house fire in Arizona.

Judy Shoemaker presented a check from 
AFSCME Retirees Chapter 31 Sub-Chapter 90 to 
Anna city administrator Dori Bigler for Operation 
Warm for children’s shoes. The city was helping 
collect for this during the month of April with their 
trees and light poles decorated blue in our Anna 
City Park for Child Prevention Abuse Awareness 
month.

Moury Bass is holding 
the  check  donated 
from AFSCME Retirees 
Chapter 31 Sub-Chapter 
90 for children’s shoes. 
A special thanks to 
Moury for all he does for 
our city and community.

Marie Britton-Sipe 
from Springfield, retiree 
coordinator for AFSCME 
Illinois Retiree Chapter 
31, was guest speaker 
at the AFSCME Retirees 
Chapter 31 meeting Sub-
Chapter 90 Tuesday, 
April 26.

The Annabelle Festival committee Tanya 
Loveless, Lee Hackney, Dori Bigler, Joni Bavwick, 
Debbie McKibben, Tracey Smith and photographer 
Martha Ann Webb met last Tuesday for their April 
planning committee meeting at the Anna Arts 
Center.  Between Debbie and Tracey is Yoshi, one of 
the characters that will be at the Annabelle Festival 
for the children. The Annabelle Festival will be in 
beautiful downtown Anna on Saturday, June 11. 
Lots of new things added this year including a pet 
parade.

On Arbor Day Tom Caldwell was at our Anna City 
Park prepping planting sites for our Arbor Day trees 
when he noticed people down by the tennis courts 
picking up trash. Their names are Erian and Luke. 
They told Tom they just took it upon themselves to 
come clean up because they enjoy hanging out at 
the park. Tom thought it would make a great shot 
of good citizenship for the Anna news. Thanks Tom 
and thanks Erian and Luke.

Julia was home by her-
self with their two dogs, 
Faith and Pepe that morn-
ing. 

Julia is alive, and suf-
fered burns on her head and 
shoulder trying to save the 
dogs who unfortunately did 
not make it out. The cause 
of the fire is suspected to be 
electrical. 

Julia is now discharged 
from the hospital, and is 
healing at a friends home 
until they can start to re-
build their home. 

They say thank  you to 
everyone who has helped, 
or even just included them 
in your prayers. They ap-
preciate any and all help 
anyone is able to give.

Here is the fund raising 
link as well as their PayPal 
accts if people would like 
to donate: 

Can you help Restart 
after fire fund on the Gener-
osity Network? Every little 
bit helps!

https://www.paypal.com/
pools/c/8JdU7nqRaD

https://www.paypal.me/
cheri0290

Special Thanks
For those who gave me 

credit when they renewed 
their subscription to The 
Gazette-Democrat, Sue 
Williams, Jack Brimm, Fre-
da Dillow, Valeria Meller, 
Tom Betts, Fred Pender.

Happy Nurses Day
Thanks to nurses every-

where. A special thanks to 
my daughter Bessie Mae 
Ellis for studying so hard, 
working full time at Choate 
Mental Health and going to 
school part time to get her 
LPN and RN. 

Also special thanks to 
Mary Luke for all the help 
she gave the nurses back 
then who were attending 
Shawnee Community Col-
lege nursing program. Cel-
ebrating Florence Nightin-
gale birthday May 12, 1820. 
The founder of modern 
nursing.

National Day of Prayer
Celebrating National 

Day of Prayer today Thurs-
day, May 5. 

Let us never forget what 
our forefathers did for our 
country, why they came to 
America and all our service 
people past, present and 
future. 

Above all may we never 
forget to pray to the one 
and only God to always 
bless and protect the United 
States of America. Land 
of the free because of the 
brave.

Happy Mother’s Day
To all the Mothers and 

everyone who has been like 
a mother to someone.

American Legion
Will be selling poppies 

from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 
28 at Anna Walmart, Kroger 
and Union County Market. 

Please support them and 
buy a poppy. They support 
many things in Anna and 
our community. They are a 
big supporter and help with 
Honor Wreaths for Veterans 
in December.

There will be no meeting 
in May just the selling of 
poppies. 

Birthdays
May 8 Valeria Meller, 

May 15 Tracee Foley. 
Guest
Glenda Jones’ sister from 

Herrin visited her over the 
weekend. 

Red Hat Ladies
Will meet Wednesday, 

May 18, at 11 a.m. in Anna 
at Anna El Jalapeno. Cathy 
Jackson Milam and Brenda 
Lovelace will be the host-
esses. 

Bring a gift if you would 
like to be in the gift ex-
change. Also everyone 
is challenged to bring a 
friend and help bring the 
attendance up. Everyone 
welcome.

AFSCME Ret irees 
Chapter 31 Meeting

Sub-Chapter 90 met last 
Tuesday in the Jonesboro 
Park with guest speaker 
Marie Britton-Sipe from 
Springfield, retiree coordi-
nator for AFSCME Illinois 
Retiree Chapter 31. 

It was good to have pres-
ident Jim Wright and vice 
president Jerry Knupp back.  
Over 500 letters were sent 
to the retirees for this spe-
cial meeting. 

Marie told about the sta-
tus of pensions, and state/
federal legislative issues. 

The meetings are sched-
uled on the fourth Tuesday 
of each month and have 
been at 9 a.m. this last year 
in the pavilion at the Jones-
boro Park. 

Teresa Vincent won the 
door prize for March and 
April. A special thanks to 
Jim Nash for bringing do-
nuts for everyone to enjoy 
from Davis Pastry.

Good Citizenship
A special thanks to Erian 

and Luke for picking up 
trash in our Anna Park. 

Tom Caldwell was prep-
ping planting sites for our 
Arbor Day trees when he 
noticed them by the tennis 
courts. 

Tom asked them if they 
were part of an organization 

but they said they just took 
it upon themselves to come 
clean up because they enjoy 
hanging out at the park. 
How wonderful to have 
young people doing this. 

I was also impressed 
when I was taking the blue 
decorations off the tree in 
Anna City Park our GFWC 
Anna-Jonesboro Women’s 
Club decorated for April 
Child Prevention Aware-
ness Month. 

A woman walking by 
stopped and asked me if I 
needed any help. I was al-
most done but thanked her 
for offering. 

We have a wonderful 
community with many 
great people always willing 
to help others. 

A special thanks to all 
those who came to the Ar-
bor Day tree planting for 
our beautiful City of Anna 
Tree City USA. 

Tom also pointed out the 
tree that had been planted 
in honor of the A-JCHS 
class of 2022. A tree has 
been planted in honor of 
the graduating classes since 
2000.  

One person said there 
will be shade in years to 
come but we might not be 
around to see it but thinking 
of our children and grand-
children who will be. 

Looking at all the new 
trees it reminded me of 
Jesus when he was on the 
cross we were on his mind.

Happy Retirement
Billy Treece was honored 

with a cake and party at An-
navisita on his retirement 
from maintenance at Union 
County Housing. 

Billy has worked there 
32 years and said he has 
had five directors since 
he started. Kelly Carter is 
director now. 

Ebenezer Church
From the Ebenezer Hall 

Cemetery Association.  
Yvonne Graham has gone 
to heaven and she was who 
oversaw the day to day 
operations of the cemetery. 

Sympathy to Yvonne’s 
family she was a very dear 
and sweet lady. 

With her passing it has 
left people in the commu-
nity confused as to where 
to send their donations and 
questions about cemetery 
plots. 

The association has set 
up a PO box to send dona-
tions and inquiries. Please 
send these to Ebenezer Hall 
Cemetery, PO Box 322, 
Anna, Ill. 62906. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Sunday morning Our 
Lord’s Supper was taken.

A Native American min-
istries presentation was 
given by Barbara House.

Special music was by the 
choir “I Sing Alleluia.” 

For the children’s mo-
ment Rev. Tim told them 
about Jesus’s disciples fish-
ing when they couldn’t 
catch anything. 

Jesus was standing on 
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Television Listings
THURSDAY MAY 5, 2022

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams NBA Count down
(HD)

Bang (HD) 9-1-1 Big City Win ning Paul and 
Pat.

“Dragon Blade”
(‘15)

ac “Hide And
Seek”:30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Sta tion 19 (HD) Young MasterChef Ju -
nior

Law & Or der
(HD)

(:10) 2022 NBA
Play offs (Live)

Bang (HD) 9-1-1 “Break ing
Point”

Big City Win ning “47 Ronin” (‘13, 
Ac tion)
Samurais bat tle.
(HD)

(:15) ac “De -
monic” (‘21)
De mons get re -
leased.

:30 The United Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM Grey’s Anat omy
(HD)

Young Call Me Law & Or der:
SVU

Bang (HD) 9-1-1
“Blindsided”

Jessie aaaa “The
Bat man” (‘22,
Crime) A sa dis -
tic se rial killer in
Gotham.

:30 How We Wel come to Bang (HD) Jessie

9 PM (:01) Big Sky
(HD)

Bull “King Bull”
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or ga nized Crime
(HD)

Bang (HD) 9-1-1 “Par ent -
hood”

Big City aaac “Res -
er voir Dogs”
(‘92) (HD)

The Man (HD)

:30 2022 NBA Play -
offs (Live)

Bang (HD) Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Last O.G. Law & Or der:
SVU

Unsittable DESUS &

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Syd ney (:41) “Amer i can 
Psy cho” (‘00)
(R)

ZIWE

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Young Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven “The Sur vi vor”
(‘22)

VICE (HD)

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Fron tal Ra ven DESUS &

FRIDAY MAY 6, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Count down
(HD)

(:03) “Movie” Chi cago Fire
(HD)

(5:20) “Movie” Gen tle man (4:57) “Stargate”
(‘94)

“C’mon C’mon”
(‘21) A ra dio
jour nal ist. (HD):30 (:45) “The Sur -

vi vor” (‘22)
Harry Haft, Ho lo -
caust sur vi vor.7 PM Shark Tank (HD) Come Dance with 

Me
WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

The Black list
(HD)

(:10) 2022 NBA
Play offs (Live)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

BUNK’D “News of the
World” (‘20) A
10-year-old girl.:30 Unsittable

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Date line NBC Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Owl House “Sheryl” (‘22,
Doc u men tary)
(HD):30 (:40) De scen dant

(HD)9 PM Blue Bloods
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

“Movie” Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Real Time Maher
(HD)

“Robin Hood”
(‘18, Ac tion) Re -
bel lion. (HD):30 2022 NBA Play -

offs (Live)
BUNK’D (:35) The First

Lady10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Chi cago Fire
(HD)

BUNK’D Sketch

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Syd ney Real Time Maher
(HD)

The First Lady
(HD)11 PM B/R Gam ing

(HD)
Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Unsittable (:58) “Af ter math”
(‘17):30 Night line Corden Lo cal Late Night Unsittable Sketch First Lady

THURSDAY
7:00pm

USA 9-1-1 “Break ing Point” A flight at ten dant 
reaches a men tal break ing point; Athena deals 
with a cou ple that has been greatly worn down 
due the stress of quar an tine. TV14

7:31pm
CBS The United States of Al “Poker /
Pokar” Al’s grow ing poker play ing ad dic tion
and ab sences from school and work be gin to
con cern Art; Lizzie and Brett be come closer
de spite her strug gles with ro mance. TVPG
(HD)

FRIDAY
8:40pm

DISN De scen dants: Wicked World The
story is told of the chil dren of sev eral vil lains,
who have been given the chance to at tend a
pre pa ra tory school in a king dom by the king
and queen’s son. TV G (HD)

9:35pm
SHOW The First Lady “that white house” El -
ea nor Roo se velt com mits to en abling Frank -
lin’s po lit i cal fu ture; Michelle Obama mulls
over the ex pec ta tions and dan gers re lated to
liv ing in the White House. TVMA (HD)

7:00pm
MAX You, Me and Dupree aac (2006,
Com edy) Owen Wil son, Kate Hud son. Suc -
cess ful new ly weds cope with a rude and crude 
houseguest af ter one of their best friends
loses his res i dence and his job af ter at tend ing
their wed ding. PG-13 (HD)

HBO Dear Evan Hansen aac (2021, Mu si -
cal) Ben Platt, Amy Ad ams. An anx ious teen -
ager’s life is thrown into chaos when one of his 
class mates com mits sui cide, and one of his
own let ters is dis cov ered on the stu dent’s
body. PG-13

SATURDAYSATURDAY MAY 7, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams USFL Foot ball Derby WNBA Bas ket -
ball

(4:45) “Movie” (5:30) Fire (5:20) “Movie” “The Hobbit”
(‘12)

“Moon struck”
(‘87)

The Man (HD)

:30 Lo cal Lo cal Chi cago Fire
(HD)7 PM NBA (Live) NCIS (HD) Date line NBC UFC Pre lims

“UFC 274:
Oliveira vs.
Gaethje”

“Movie” Big City “Dear Evan
Hansen” Class -
mate’s sui cide.

“You, Me and
Dupree” (‘06)
(HD)

The Man (HD)

:30 NBA Bas ket ball
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Big City

8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) Date line NBC Big City “Ida Red” (‘21)
A crime boss.
(HD):30 Chi cago Fire “Vi -

ral”
Big City “Some thing

Bor rowed” Old
crush re turns.9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams Sat. Night Live

(HD)
ESPN Films
(HD)

Christ mas (HD) Big City (:20) Barry (HD)

:30 Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Big City (:50) The Man
(HD)10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams

Lo cal info.
I Can See Your
Voice

Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Christ mas (HD) Owl House (:55) Barry

:30 Sat ur day Night
Live (HD)

Fire (HD) Owl House (:25) Win ning “Seek ing a
Friend for End”
(‘12)

(:45) The Man
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Wipeout Chi cago Fire

(HD)
Jessie

:30 Jessie “Kombat” “Knight”

THURSDAY

MONDAY MAY 9, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams 2022 Stan ley
Cup Play offs
(Live)

Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Amphibia aaac “King
Rich ard” (‘21)
Ve nus and
Serena.

“Never Let Me
Go”

aac “Red
Dawn” (‘84):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Amphibia

7 PM Ce leb rity Wheel
of

Neigh bor. 9-1-1 “Hero Com -
plex”

Amer i can Song
Con test Orig i nal
songs. (HD)

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

Amphibia “Ac cepted”
(‘06) Fake uni -
ver sity.

The Man (HD)

:30 Bob Hearts Bang (HD) Amphibia

8 PM To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

NCIS Sto len soft -
ware.

(:01) 9-1-1: Lone
Star

Bang (HD) Jessie We Own This
City

The First Lady
(HD):30 2022 Stan ley

Cup Play offs
(Live)

Bang (HD) Jessie aa “Col lege”
Col lege ori en ta -
tion.9 PM NCIS: Hawai’i

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The End game
(HD)

Dad (HD) Big City (:02) Gen tle man
Jack

I Love

:30 Dad (HD) Big City ZIWE

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Dad (HD) Man (HD) Mi rac u lous We Own This
City

(:10) “Back to
School” (‘86)
(HD)

(:05) “An chor -
man 2: The
Leg end” (‘13)
(HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Dad (HD) Man (HD) Mi rac u lous

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Bur gers Man (HD) Jessie (:05) Gen tle man
Jack:30 Night line Corden Late Night Bur gers Man (HD) Jessie “Em ployee”

TUESDAY MAY 10, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2022 Stan ley
Cup Play offs
(Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Amphibia We Own This
City

(5:30) “Jumper”
(‘08)

ac “Strip -
tease” (‘96)
Mom turns strip -
per. (HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Amphibia

7 PM Holey Moley
(HD)

FBI The Res i dent
(HD)

Young Rock Bang (HD) WWE NXT
(Live) (HD)

Amphibia aa “Boo gie”
NBA star up -
bring ing.

“Body Bro -
kers” (‘21) Ad -
dic tion scheme.
(HD)

:30 Mr. Mayor Bang (HD) Amphibia

8 PM The Chase (HD) FBI: In ter na -
tional

(:01) Name That
Tune

This Is Us (HD) Bang (HD) BUNK’D I Love

:30 2022 Stan ley
Cup Play offs
(Live)

Bang (HD) BUNK’D Win ning “Main stream”
Internet star -
dom.9 PM Who Do You Be -

lieve?
FBI: Most
Wanted

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Thing About
Pam

Bang (HD) WWE Evil “The
Miz”

Big City (:55) “No to ri -
ous” (‘09,
Drama) Life of
B.I.G.

:30 Last O.G. Big City The Baby

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Last O.G. Miz & Mrs Mi rac u lous Sketch I Love

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Miz & Mrs Mi rac u lous “Broth ers by
Blood” (‘21,
Crime)

(:35) The First
Lady11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Young Miz & Mrs Jessie “Never Die

Alone”:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Miz & Mrs Jessie ZIWE

WEDNESDAY MAY 11, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams 2022 Stan ley
Cup Play offs
(Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Amphibia “Sur vi vor” (4:55) aaa
“Frida” (‘02)

(5:45) “The But -
ler” (‘13) Pres i -
den tial but ler.:30 Bang (HD) Amphibia The Baby

7 PM Goldbergs Sur vi vor (HD) The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Amphibia Real Sports
(HD)

“Some thing
Bor rowed” Old
crush re turns.:30 The Won der Bang (HD) Amphibia

8 PM Conners Be yond the
Edge

(:01) Dom ino
Mas ters

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven “The Many
Saints of New -
ark” (‘21, Crime)

“Sheryl” (‘22,
Doc u men tary)
(HD):30 Eco nom ics 2022 Stan ley

Cup Play offs
(Live)

Bang (HD) Ra ven

9 PM A Mil lion Lit tle
Things

FBI “Fos tered” Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) Temp ta tion Is -
land

Big City (:54) “Some -
thing New”
(‘06) (HD):30 Fron tal Big City I Love

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fron tal (:01) The Court -
ship

Mi rac u lous (:05) Barry (:10) “Zola”
(‘21) Trip to
Florida.:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Mi rac u lous We Own This
City

“Big Fat Greek
Wed ding” (‘02)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Young Law & Or der:

SVU
Jessie

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Jessie Win ning ZIWE

SUNDAY
7:30pm

FOX The Great North “Say It Again, Ham
Ad ven ture” Crispin helps Ham try to rec re ate a 
the at ri cal ver sion of his com ing out; Wolf and
Hon ey bee in ves ti gate a lo cal cold case for
their crime podcast. (HD)

10:43pm
MAX The Empty Man aac (2020, Hor ror)
James Badge Dale, Marin Ire land. Af ter a se -
ries of mys te ri ous dis ap pear ances in a small
Mid west ern town, an ex-cop stum bles across
a group that might be linked to a su per nat u ral
entity. R

MONDAY
7:00pm

ABC Ce leb rity Wheel of For tune “An thony
Mi chael Hall, Mario Cantone and Loni Love”
Ce leb ri ties An thony Mi chael Hall, Mario
Cantone and Loni Love spin the wheel and
solve word puz zles as they play for their se -
lected char i ties. (HD)
NBC Amer i can Song Con test Mu si cians
from all 50 states and five U.S. ter ri to ries per -
form orig i nal songs from dif fer ent gen res as
they com pete for Amer ica’s votes in live
events. (HD)

7:30pm
NBC Mr. Mayor A re tired busi ness man who
be comes the mayor of L.A. must de ter mine
what he stands for, earn re spect from his big -
gest critic, and con nect with his daugh ter.
TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
DISN BUNK’D “Let’s Bounce!” Now that the
Ross chil dren have made the suc cess ful tran -
si tion to the camp’s new of fi cial own ers, they
must choose some one to be in charge. TV G
(HD)

TUESDAY

9:00pm
CBS FBI “Fos tered” A rash of jew elry store
thefts end in a dou ble ho mi cide and the in ves -
ti ga tion to find the per pe tra tor un cov ers a con -
nec tion to a teen ager in fos ter care. TV14

9:30pm
TBS Full Fron tal with Samantha Bee Host
Samantha Bee shares her sa tir i cal point of
view on cur rent po lit i cal top ics and rel e vant
cul tural is sues in an in no va tive
newsmagazine-type for mat. TVMA (HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MAY 8, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Vid eos Di a per
cream.

60 Min utes (HD) Simp sons Amer i can Ninja
War rior (HD)

MLB Base ball
Los An geles
Dodg ers at Chi -
cago Cubs
(Live) (HD)

2022 Stan ley
Cup Play offs
(Live)

SVU “Ace” “Al ex an der &
Very Bad Day”

“Ter mi na tor 2:
Judg ment Day”
Killer ro bots.

“Disturbia” (‘07)
(HD)

The First Lady
(HD):30 Duncanvil. Law & Or der:

SVU7 PM Amer i can Idol
“517 (Top 7)”
(HD)

The Equal izer
(HD)

Simp sons “2 Guns” (‘13)
Mob set up.
(HD)

VICE (HD)

:30 North (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven I Love

8 PM NCIS: L. A. (HD) Bur gers Sat. Night Live
(HD)

Ra ven Win ning The First Lady
(HD):30 Fam ily Guy 2022 Stan ley

Cup Play offs
(Live)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie (:50) aaa
“Super 8" (‘11)
Strange hap pen -
ings.9 PM The Rookie (HD) S.W.A.T. “Quan -

dary”
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Jessie Barry (HD) The Man (HD)

:30 Law & Or der:
SVU

Jessie The Baby

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

SportsCenter
(HD)

Big City Ol i ver ZIWE

:30 Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (:35) Win ning (:43) aac
“The Empty
Man” (‘20)

I Love

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams NHL Post Big City (:05) The First
Lady:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Sports “Get Hard” SVU (HD) Big City (:35) Barry

MONDAY

the shore and told them 
to throw their nets on the 
other side of their boat and 
they caught so many fish 
they had to drag their net 
to shore. 

When they got there they 
saw it was Jesus and he had 
a meal prepared for them. 
This was the third time Je-
sus came to them after his 
resurrection. 

Rev. Tim Gossett’s ser-
mon was Breakfast by the 
Sea with scripture from 
John.

Clayton  Br idgeman 
would like to thank every-
one who attended his ben-
efit viola recital on Sunday, 
April 24,  and to those who 
generously donated toward 
his summer orchestral train-
ing opportunity. The dona-
tions received will be used 
to help fund his expenses to 
attend the Brevard Summer 
Orchestral Training Insti-
tute from June 19 to Aug. 7. 

United Methodist Wom-
en planned to meet Tuesday.

Each Wednesday, the 

men’s Bible study meetings 
are at 7 a.m. The women’s 
Bible study meets at 1 p.m.  
Choir practice meets at 6 
p.m. 

Birthdays: May 1 Warren 
Anderson, Amy Wilde, 3 
Jane Bauer, 7 Max LaFoon, 
12 Tanya Pengress, 15 Mar-
tha Ann Webb, Tracee Fo-
ley, 16 Kelsey Nance, 17 
Clara Cates, 23 Tina Riley, 
30 Carol West. 

Anniversaries: May 5 
Ron and Kathie Watkins, 
May 20 Rev. Tim and Myra 
Gossett.

Thanks to Linda LaFoon 
for this memory of one of 
the church’s fine mothers. 
Alberta M. Craig 4-19-1914 
to 12-7-2008. 

Linda said she was a 
bright and shining star in 
our church, never judgmen-
tal and always thinking of 
others. 

On your birthday, she 
would always offer to make 
an angel food cake or your 
favorite pie. 

This is  what Alber-
ta Craig shared with our 
church family on her death: 

“These are things I’d like 
to leave for others, that I 
have learned through my 
85 years. 

“Smile it makes your 
face look better, and others 
feel better. Speak to people 
and be friendly. 

“The only way to have a 
friend is be a friend. Don’t 
be jealous it makes you feel 
miserable. Never wish you 
had something that belongs 
to someone else. 

“Be a good listener, you 
have more friends that way, 

and learn more. Don’t al-
ways be in a rush, take 
time to smell the roses. 
Give flowers while people 
are living, they love com-
pliments. 

“Keep busy it takes your 
mind off yourself. Plan your 
work to get things done. 
Accept people as they are, 
don’t try to change them. 
Never leave until tomorrow, 
what you can do today. 
Always be thoughtful of 
others.”  

Linda said she thought 
Alberta Craig had some 
good ideas. Happy Moth-
er’s Day. 

Anyone who knew Al-
berta and her husband Roy 
loved them. They were aunt 
and uncle to a dear friend of 
mine Carolyn Schramka. 
They were an asset to our 
community and are missed. 

Anna VFW
Star Karaoke will be at 

the VFW Friday night. Fish 
dinner 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Karaoke 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Choate Mental Health
Will have their plant sale 

May 5-6 and May 12-13, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the green 
house at 1000 N. Main St.

Annabelle Festival
It is getting close, the 

second Saturday in June. 
The Annabelle Festival 
committee had been hard at 
work for many weeks and 
months getting ready for 
the big day. Lots of excit-
ing things this year and the 
festival will be in beautiful 
downtown Anna.

If you are on our An-
nabelle Trail please start 
putting your signs in front 

of your Annabelles for our 
trail. 

The festival is only one 
day but the trail will be able 
to be driven for a couple 
months for everyone to 
enjoy those big beautiful 
pure white bushes. This is 
the second year of the trail 
and this year signs will be 
at the streets pointing the 
trail out. 

Also there will be an 
award given to one home 
for the Annabelle of the 
year so get those blooms 
going. 

This sign will stay in 
your yard for a month and 
we will get your picture for 
the paper and at the sing-
ing Saturday night at the 
festival your name will be 
announced during setting 
up of the bands.  

You can also plan for 
more Annabelles next year 
by laying a stem off the 
bush over and putting a 
brick or yard ornament on 
it till it takes root in the 
ground. 

Cut it when it roots but 
leave it by the mother plant 
for about a week then you 
can move it anywhere in 
your yard or share with a 
friend. 

Our goal is for everyone 
in Anna to plant an Anna-
belle like the dogwood trail 
in Paducah and the azalea 
trail in Charleston. 

It took several years 
for theirs to be a beautiful 
trail and we will have that 
soon. Also looking to have 
the trail go all over Union 
County. There are many 
beautiful Annabelles all 

over people enjoy seeing.
Anna Heights Baptist 

Church 
May birthdays: 1st  Judy 

Shoemaker and Dustin 
Tripp, 4th Justin Ralls & 
Dawn Roach, 6th Dewayne 
Eaker, 7th Jacob Ellis & 
Mike McLane, 8th Alma 
Gomez, Sondra Holshous-
er, Connie Merriman and 
Ann Pace.

May anniversary: 12th 
Jackie and Joyce Poole.

Attendance for April 24: 
8 a.m. worship service 61  
10:30 a.m. worship 134. 
Small group Bible study 
202.

Sunday, May 15, will 
be high school and college 
graduation recognition ser-
vice.

Love Package mission 
trip to Butler is May 13-14.

WMU Gems will meet 
May 5 at 1 p.m. in room 
106.

Momma Lou’s Crafters 
will meet Thursday, May 
26, at 6:30 p.m. in the chap-
el. This month’s project is a 
door hanger.

CCBA golf scramble is 
June 4 at the Union County 
Country Club.

Baby shower honoring 
Megan Houseman is Satur-
day, May 21, at 10 a.m. in 
the chapel. It’s a boy.

Operation Christmas 
Child May collection is 
girls socks.

Vacation Bible School is 
July 25-29.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
finished his sermon series: 
Questions & Answers. This 
week: Hard questions about 
the Fairness of God.

It was a lively time at Hileman’s 5-H Farm last 
week. Joshua, Abigail and Gideon Boyd Song were 
visiting from the Rusty S near Fort Worth, Texas. 
They were escorted to Anna by their mother Sarah 
Hileman Song. The little guy in the middle of things 
is Wyatt Hileman from Fort Branch, Ind. He was 
accompanied by his parents Lucas and Rachael 
Hileman. They all were here to visit with the Doug 
Hilemans and Norm Bauers.

Joshua and Gideon Song enjoyed helping 
Hileman grandparents Doug and Beth Hileman 
clean up the Annabelle hydrangea garden and do 
pick-up stick landscaping.

Abigail and Grandpa Hileman led the birthday 
song for Joshua’s 10th birthday celebration.

The biggest birthday surprise was recognizing 
Sarah Song’s 40th birthday with a strawberry 
decorated cake by Abigail.
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Quiet day on the water
The image of a turtle on a partially submerged tree branch was reflected in the water at a pond in 

Union County on a recent spring afternoon.

Graduation events
set at local schools

Graduation ceremonies 
for members of the class of 
2022 have been scheduled 
at Union County’s public 
schools. 

High school and 8th 
grade commencement cer-
emonies are planned.

High School
Cobden High School: 

Graduation is set for 7 p.m. 
Friday, May 13. A baccalau-
reate service is scheduled 
at 5 p.m. Saturday, May 7, 
at First Baptist Church of 
Cobden. 

Dongola High School: 
Graduation is set for 6 p.m. 
Friday, May 13. 

Anna-Jonesboro Com-
muni ty  High School : 
Graduation is set for 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 21. A 
baccalaureate service is 
scheduled at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
May 15. 

Shawnee High School, 
Wolf Lake: Graduation is 
set for 7 p.m. Friday, May 
13. A baccalaureate ser-
vice is scheduled at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 11. 

8th Grade
Lick Creek School plans 

to have 8th grade gradu-
ation at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
May 19. 

Cobden School will hon-
or 8th grade graduates at 9 
a.m. Friday, May 27. 

Anna Junior High School 
graduation is set for 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 19. 

Jonesboro School 8th 
grade graduation is set for 
7 p.m. Friday, May 20. 

Dongola School will 
honor 8th grade graduates 
at 1 p.m. Friday, May 27. 

Shawnee School will 
honor 8th grade graduates 
at 9 a.m. Thursday, May 16.

Lawyer in Library
programs set in Anna

During May, patrons who 
want to represent them-
selves in court, or those 
who have a legal matter to 
discuss, will have the op-
portunity for a 20-minute, 
private, in-person consul-
tation with attorney Gene 
Turk through the Lawyer in 
the Library program offered 
at the Stinson Memorial 
Public Library in Anna.

The library is located at 
409 S. Main St. in Anna. 
Turk has practiced law in 
Carbondale since 1991.

There is no fee for the 
Lawyer in the Library, but 
preregistration is required.  
Preregistration is available 
by calling the library at 833-
2521. Space is limited. 

Those who make an ap-
pointment are asked to 
bring any paperwork per-
taining to their legal matter, 
if applicable, with them.

The only requirements 
for participation is the pa-
tron must not be repre-
sented by an attorney in the 
matter and the patron must 
reside in one of the nine 
counties of the Illinois First 
Judicial Circuit.

The circuit includes Al-
exander, Jackson, Johnson, 
Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Sa-
line, Union and Williamson 
counties.

The Lawyer in the Li-
brary at the Anna library is 
scheduled on the following 
dates:

May 14, 10 a.m. to noon. 
May 25, 10 a.m. to noon.

June 1, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
June 25, 10 a.m. to noon.

July 13, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
July 30, 10 a.m. to noon.

More information about 
the program is available by 
contacting Stinson Memo-
rial Public Library director 
Sarah Watkins at 833-2521 
or Brenda Sprague at the 
office of the chief judge at 
618-997-1234.

Organizers of the pro-
gram voiced appreciation to 
the following individuals:

First Judicial Circuit 
Chief Judge William J. 
Thurston and Union County 
Presiding Judge Tyler R. 
Edmonds for their support 
of the program.

Attorney Gene Turk for 
his service to the com-
munity.

Stinson Memorial Pub-
lic Library director Sarah 
Watkins for her dedication 
to the program, helping pa-
trons with legal information 
and overseeing the program 
locally.

Stinson Memorial Public 
Library staff members for 
their help in making the 
program run smoothly and 
successfully.  

Funding for the program 
has been made possible 
through a grant from the Il-
linois Supreme Court Com-
mission on Access to Jus-
tice and the Administrative 
Office of the Illinois Courts 
Access to Justice Division. 

The self-represented liti-
gant grant coordinator is 
Brenda Sprague with the 
office of the chief judge of 
the First Judicial Circuit.

April cooler than normal
The month of April was 

cooler than normal in the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region. Precipitation 
during the month varied in 
the region.

Temperatures
The National Weather 

Service office in Paducah 
reported that monthly aver-
age temperatures were 1 to 2 
degrees below normal. 

April started on a chilly 
note, with high tempera-
tures primarily in the 50s 
and 60s through the first 
nine days of the month. 

After a brief warm up 
between April 10-13, with 
temperatures reaching 80 
several days, readings once 
again dropped below nor-
mal from the 14th through 
20th. 

Many areas observed 
temperatures near freezing 
on the 19th. 

A warm period into the 
80s occurred from April 22-
24, before yet another cool 
down from the 25th through 
the 28th. 

The month ended on a 
warm note though, with 
many areas reaching the 80s 
on the 29th and 30th.

Local weather observer 
Dana Cross reported the 
high temperature in Union 
County during April was 82 
degrees on the 22nd.

Precipitation
April finished wetter 

than normal across most 
of Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky, particu-
larly along and south of a 
Cape Girardeau to Madi-
sonville, Ky., line. 

These areas observed 
amounts ranging from 5 to 
8-plus inches, which was 
1 to 4-plus inches above 
normal. 

The most extreme cor-
ridor was from Carlisle 
County, Ky., east into north-
ern Graves, Marshall, Trigg 
and Christian counties in 
Western Kentucky. 

The highest observed 
amount of precipitation was 
10.70 inches in Marshall 
County, Ky.

Meanwhile, much of 
Southern Illinois experi-
enced near to slightly drier 
than normal conditions, 
with precipitation amounts 
ranging from 3.5 to 5 inches.

Precipitation in Union 
County during April totalled 
4.56 inches of rain.

COVID cases, hospitalizations slowly increasing

Illinois State Police Dis-
trict 22 is planning to con-
duct alcohol countermea-
sure patrols during May in 
Union County.

Plans for the patrols were 
announced by Capt. Mi-
chael Alvey, who is the 
commander of District 22.

Alcohol countermeasure 
patrols allow the state po-
lice to focus on prevent-
ing, detecting and taking 
enforcement action in re-
sponse to violations associ-
ated with impaired driving 
and illegal transportation 
or consumption of alcohol 
or drugs.

The state police have 
zero tolerance for impaired 
driving in Illinois. 

Officers working the de-
tail in Union County will 
be watchful for drivers 
who are operating vehicles 
in an unsafe manner, driv-
ing with a suspended or 
revoked driver’s license and 
transporting open alcoholic 

beverages.
The state police espe-

cially will be watching for 
driving under the influence 
violations, safety belt and 
child restraint use viola-
tions, speeding, distracted 
driving and all Illinois ve-
hicle code and criminal 
violations.

The state police noted 
that alcohol and drug im-
pairment are factors in more 
than 30 percent of all fatal 
motor vehicle crashes in 
Illinois. 

There is one alcohol-
related traffic fatality every 
53 minutes in the United 
States. 

The alcohol countermea-
sure enforcement program 
allows officers to work 
even harder at removing 
dangerous DUI offenders 
from the road. 

The detail project is 
funded through the Illinois 
Department of Transporta-
tion.

Alcohol countermeasure
patrols planned in county

Weekly new
COVID-19 cases

reported in Illinois
April 29: 24,646
April 22: 19,551
April 15: 14,049
April 8: 10,786
April 1: 8,426

March 25: 8,039 
March 18: 7,467
March 11: 8,519
March 4: 10,462
Feb. 4: 60,389
Jan. 7: 201,428

Dec. 3, 2021: 42,559
Nov. 5: 17,462
Oct. 1: 18,735
Sept. 3: 30,319
Aug. 6: 16,742
June 18: 928

 Source: Illinois Department 
of Public Health

Union County
COVID Cases

Update
May 1: 5,384 total 

cases. 64 deaths.
April 28: 5,383 total 

cases. 64 deaths.
April 1: 5,365 total 

cases. 64 deaths.
March 1: 5,334 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
Source: Illinois Department 

of Public Health website. 
Numbers represent statistics 
since the start of the pandemic.

Southern Seven Health 
Department on Friday, April 
29, reported the Illinois De-
partment of Public  Health, 
IDPH, had announced that 
positive COVID-19 case 
numbers and hospitaliza-
tions are slowly increasing 
in parts of Southern Illinois.  

As a result, Southern 
Seven is encouraging all 

residents to follow simple, 
yet effective, mitigation 
strategies to help keep num-
bers low. 

As of April 29, South-
ern Seven reported that all 
of the counties it serves 
remained in the low CO-
VID-19 community level.

However, Southern Sev-
en advised that any increase 
in positive cases would 
have an impact on the re-
gion’s hospital capacity.  

The CDC recommends 
using county COVID-19 
community levels to help 
determine which prevention 
measures to use for indi-
viduals and communities. 

Recommended preven-
tion measures for a low 
community level include:

Stay home when sick. 
Wash your hands. Wear a 
mask in high-risk areas.

Talk to your healthcare 
provider about testing and 
COVID-19 treatments. Stay 
current on your COVID-19 
vaccines and boosters.

Southern Seven Health 

Department will continue to 
monitor COVID-19 trans-
mission throughout the 
region it serves and inform 
the public as needed. 

More information about 
the CDC COVID-19 com-
munity levels can be found 
online at https://dph.il-
linois.gov/covid19/data/
community-level.html. 

24,646 new cases in Illinois
The Illinois Department 

of Public Health, IDPH, on 
Friday, April 29, reported 
24,646 new confirmed and 
probable cases of corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) 
in Illinois, including an 
increase of 46 deaths since 
reporting on April 22.

On Apri l  29,  IDPH 
was reporting a total of 
3,138,682 cases, includ-
ing 33,614 deaths, in 102 
counties in Illinois, since 
the start of the pandemic.  

As of Thursday night, 
April 28, 732 people in 
Illinois were reported to 
be in the hospital with CO-
VID-19.

IDPH officials said the 
case rate has been continu-
ing to rise slowly in the 
state. 

IDPH said that for CO-
VID-19 treatments, timing 
is essential. Members of 
the public are advised to 
consult a healthcare pro-
vider and to seek treatment 
immediately if they test 
positive.  

Of Illinois’ total popula-
tion, more than 76 percent 
had received at least one 
COVID-19 vaccine dose, 
more than 68 percent of the 
state’s total population had 
been fully vaccinated and 
more than 51 percent had 
received a booster, accord-
ing to data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, CDC. 

All data are provisional 
and will change, IDPH 
reported.

Summer Twilight Series set
University of Illinois 

Extension educators plan 
to team up with area farm-
ers to provide four monthly 
evening meetings which 
will highlight and dem-
onstrate diverse farming 
enterprises across Southern 
Illinois.  

Summer Twilight Series 
programs are scheduled on 
Monday evenings, from 
May through August. Each 
program is scheduled to last 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The series will provide 
participants with an op-
portunity to experience dif-
ferent types of production 
and marketing practices 
utilized by Southern Illinois 
producers. 

During the four twilight 
meetings, growers and Ex-
tension educators will pro-
vide information about the 
following topics: 

The schedule for this 
year’s Summer Twilight 
Series programs, along with 

their locations and topics 
follows:

May 16, Little River 
Farm, 326 County Road 
1200 E., New Haven, hy-
droponic vegetable produc-
tion.

June 20, Glaciers End, 
18538 Pittsburg Rd., John-
ston City, value-added 
products from orchard/
farm.

July 11, Feather’s Farm, 
5924 J Rd., Waterloo, pas-
ture-raised eggs and high 
tunnel and field vegetable 
production.

Aug. 15, The Flock Farm, 
460 McDuffee Ln., Anna, 
pasture-raised livestock and 
poultry.

Extension noted there 
is no cost to attend the 
in-person programs, but 
registration is required. 

Registration is avail-
able online at go.illinois.
edu/2022twilightseries   or 
call 618-695-2441.



The Gazette-Democrat  Thursday,  May 5, 2022 Section A - Page 15

Trail of Tears
State Forest

One of the many reasons we are glad to be a part 
of the Union County community.

The Gazette-Democrat
The Talk and Cobden Review  • Serving Union County Since 1849

P.O. Box 529, 112 Lafayette Street, Anna, Illinois 62906
Phone: 618-833-2158          Fax: 618-833-5813  

email: news@annanews.com          annanews.com



Meeting the needs
of exceptional people 

with an exceptional staff 
during

National Nurses and 
Nursing Home Week.

Spanish  Oaks 
Center, Inc.

Anna
833-8013

Kristie McAlister, 
LPN

Owner/
Administrator

National Nurses Week May 6-12 
National Skilled Nursing Care Week May 8-14

National Hospital Week May 8-14
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Anna
Community

Consolidated 
School District 

#37
would like

to thank
District Nurse

Candice
Sauerbrunn, 

RN

Thank You To 
All The Nurses

In Our Area, 
Especially To

Our Nurse,
Sheila
Myers, 

LPN
Shawnee

Community
Unit School
District 

#84

National Skilled Nursing Care Week
                                       National Skilled 

N u r s i n g  C a r e 
Week® (NSNCW) 
recognizes the es-
s e n t i a l  r o l e  o f 
skilled nursing care 
centers in caring 
for America’s el-
derly and disabled. 
Established by the 
American Health 
Care Association in 
1967,  the week-long 

observance starts each year on Mother’s Day and is celebrated through the fol-
lowing Saturday. 

As human beings we have a natural yearning to connect. Studies have linked 
people with strong social relationships to many aspects of positive health outcomes, 
especially among older adults. 

Skilled nursing care centers and their staff provide a  steadfast commitment to 
providing high-level of care for their residents. This has never been more evident 
than the last two years during the pandemic. In addition to protecting and caring 
for their residents around the clock during a time of limited visitation and social 
distancing, staff stepped in and served  as family members and friends to ensure 
that residents had the essential social connections they needed.

The 2022 theme for NSNCW, held, May 8-14, will celebrate the essential role 
that skilled nursing care centers and staff play in Creating and Nurturing Connec-
tions for their residents.

Article from the American Health Care Association

Thank  You

We just
want to say

to our
amazing nurses!
At Saint Francis Healthcare System, our dedicated 
nurses make a difference in the lives of our patients 
each and every day. We extend our sincere 
appreciation to all those who support the health and 
well-being of the communities we are called to serve.

Candy Tucker,  RN Administrator 
Andy Barker, RN, DON 
Keila Pedigo,  LPN, Director of
 Business Development 

Integrity Healthcare Communities is 
very proud of the team of nurses who 
dedicate their time, energy, compas-
sion, and skills to the care of those who 
choose Integrity Healthcare of Anna 
as the place they receive rehabilitation 
services and return home or those who 
need long-term care. Under the direc-
tion of our very knowledgeable and car-
ing Director of Nursing, our team of RNs 
and LPNs provides exceptional care to 
those under their care.

Integrity Healthcare of Anna
315 Brady Mill Rd. • Anna, IL • 833-6343

Josiah Miller,  MDS Coordinator 
Sally Betts, Offi ce manager 
Shatina Faust, Social Services 
Olivia Barker,  Restorative Nurse

National Nursing Week History
National Nurses Week 

begins each year on May 
6th and ends on May 12th, 
Florence Nightingale's 
birthday. These permanent 
dates enhance planning and 
position National Nurses 
Week as an established rec-
ognition event. As of 1998, 
May 8 was designated as 
National Student Nurses 
Day, to be celebrated an-

nually. And as of 2003, National School Nurse Day is celebrated on the Wednesday 
within National Nurses Week (May 6-12) each year.

The nursing profession has been supported and promoted by the American Nurses 
Association (ANA) since 1896. Each of ANA's state and territorial nurses associations 
promotes the nursing profession at the state and regional levels. Each conducts cel-
ebrations on these dates to recognize the contributions that nurses and nursing make 
to the community.

The ANA supports and encourages National Nurses Week recognition programs 
through the state and district nurses associations, other specialty nursing organizations, 
educational facilities, and independent health care companies and institutions.

A Brief History of National Nurses Week
1953 Dorothy Sutherland of the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 

sent a proposal to President Eisenhower to proclaim a "Nurse Day" in October of the 
following year. The proclamation was never made.

1954 National Nurse Week was observed from October 11 - 16. The year of the ob-
servance marked the 100th anniversary of Florence Nightingale's mission to Crimea. 
Representative Frances P. Bolton sponsored the bill for a nurse week. Apparently, a bill 
for a National Nurse Week was introduced in the 1955 Congress, but no action was taken. 
Congress discontinued its practice of joint resolutions for national weeks of various kinds.

1972 Again a resolution was presented by the House of Representatives for the Pres-
ident to proclaim "National Registered Nurse Day." It did not occur.

1974 In January of that year, the International Council of Nurses (ICN) proclaimed 
that May 12 would be "International Nurse Day." (May 12 is the birthday of Florence 
Nightingale.) Since 1965, the ICN has celebrated "International Nurse Day."

1974 In February of that year, a week was designated by the White House as National 
Nurse Week, and President Nixon issued a proclamation.

1978 New Jersey Governor Brendon Byrne declared May 6 as "Nurses Day." Edward 
Scanlan, of Red Bank, N.J., took up the cause to perpetuate the recognition of nurses 
in his state. Mr. Scanlan had this date listed in Chase's Calendar of Annual Events. He 
promoted the celebration on his own.

1981 ANA, along with various nursing organizations, rallied to support a resolution 
initiated by nurses in New Mexico, through their Congressman, Manuel Lujan, to have 
May 6, 1982, established as "National Recognition Day for Nurses."

1982 In February, the ANA Board of Directors formally acknowledged May 6, 1982 
as "National Nurses Day." The action affi rmed a joint resolution of the United States 
Congress designating May 6 as "National Recognition Day for Nurses."

1982 President Ronald Reagan signed a proclamation on March 25, proclaiming 
"National Recognition Day for Nurses" to be May 6, 1982.

1990 The ANA Board of Directors expanded the recognition of nurses to a week-long 
celebration, declaring May 6 - 12, 1991, as National Nurses Week.

1993 The ANA Board of Directors designated May 6 - 12 as permanent dates to ob-
serve National Nurses Week in 1994 and in all subsequent years.

1996 The ANA initiated "National RN Recognition Day" on May 6, 1996, to honor the 
nation's indispensable registered nurses for their tireless commitment 365 days a year. 
The ANA encourages its state and territorial nurses associations and other organizations 
to acknowledge May 6, 1996 as "National RN Recognition Day."

1997 The ANA Board of Directors, at the request of the National Student Nurses 
Association, designated May 8 as National Student Nurses Day.

Article from nursingworld.org website

Thank You To 
All The Nurses

In Our Area, 
Especially To

Our Nurse,

Nancy 
McNitt,

RN

Cobden 
School Unit
District 

#17

Special thanks 
to the

dedicated 
Nurses and 

CNA's at Rural 
Health, Inc. 

during National 
Nurses Week.

RURAL 
HEALTH, INC.

Anna • 833-4471

Teachers,
Staff &

Students at 
Jonesboro

Elementary 
School

District #43
 

want to 
Thank
Donna

Williams, 
BSN
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Our hospital may be made with 
bricks and mortar, but our 

people are our heart and soul.

Celebrating Hospital Week, May 8-14
It takes a lot of talented and skilled people to run any hospital 
properly. But we're not just any hospital. The reason we're even 
more special is the incredible team of people who work here to 
provide care for our friends and neighbors.
During National Hospital Week, we hope you'll join us in giving 
some well-deserved recognition to the people who make miracles 
happen every day.
We appreciate our dedicated staff who make this a great place 
to work, a special place to receive care and an important part 
of our community.

UnionCountyHospital.com

The sponsors

on these 

pages join 

in saluting 

the Union 

County

area's

Nurses, 

Nursing 

Homes and 

Union County 

Hospital!

A sincere thank you
to all nurses during

National Nurses Week &
National Nursing Home Week.

We wish you the best!
Torie Stone-Potter, RN

Chamness
Care, Inc.

Cobden • Anna • Jonesboro
Karnak • Johnston City

833-4774

Our Thanks To Our Fine Staff 
During National
Nursing Home

& Nurses Week.
Stacy Willyerd, RN

Debbie Morris, LPN

R&J
Country Living
Ronald & Janice Garner, Owners

Integrity Healthcare of Cobden
430 S. Front St. • Cobden, IL • 893-4214

Thank you to our nurses and 
staff who make this facility 
run smoothly and take care 
of the people who depend on 

us for quality care.

National Hospital Week is an oppor-
tunity to highlight our hospitals, health 
systems, and health care workers and the 
innovative ways they are supporting and 
connected to their community.

Hospitals find innovative ways to sup-
port the needs of patients and community; 
this is especially important during surges 
of COVID-19. During National Hospital 
Week and all weeks, we recognize the 
5,000 hospitals, health care systems, net-
works, and others who provide care to 
their community.

Information from American Hospital 
Association website.

Extending Telehealth Flexibility to Safeguard Access to Virtual Care
Mar 18, 2022 - 11:25 AM by Rick Pollack
Rick Pollack for Perspective

There’s no question 
that health care providers 
will continue to evaluate 
the lessons learned from 
COVID-19 for years to 
come. One takeaway that 
few would dispute is that the 
expanded reach of telehealth 
has significant implications 
and potential for expanding 
access and increased conve-
nience in caring for patients. 

Congress’ action early 
in the pandemic to expand 
the range of settings where 
patients could receive care, 
as well as the scope of pro-
fessionals that provide ser-
vices, gave hospitals and 
health systems significant 
flexibility to provide the 
best care for their patients 
and communities. 

 However, many of these 
waivers were only in place 
for the duration of the 
COVID-19 public health 
emergency (PHE), and 
without additional action 
from Congress, millions of 
people would lose access to 
care through these innova-
tive options. 

 The AHA has made pro-
tecting access to telehealth 
services a top priority. We 
were pleased that Congress 
took an important first step 
by passing the Consolidat-
ed Appropriations Act for 
Fiscal Year 2022, which 
President Biden signed into 
law this week that includes 
provisions to extend and ex-
pand telehealth flexibilities 
for 151 days after the end of 
the COVID-19 PHE. 
Among other benefits, the 
extension means:

• The originating site of 
care will continue to include 
any site at which the patient 
is located, including the 
patient’s home; 

• Eligible practitioners to 
furnish telehealth services 
will include occupational 
therapists, physical thera-
pists, speech-language pa-
thologists and audiologists;  

• Federally qualified 
health centers and rural 
health clinics can furnish 
telehealth services; 

• Delaying the 6-month 
in-person requirement for 
mental health services fur-

nished through telehealth 
until 152 days after the 
emergency. This includes 
the in-person requirements 
for federally qualified health 
centers and rural health 
clinics;

• Extending coverage 
and payment for audio-only 
telehealth services; 

• Extending the ability 
to use telehealth services 
to meet the face-to-face 
recertification requirement 
for hospice care; and 

• Requiring the Medicare 
Payment Advisory Commis-
sion to conduct a study on 
the expansion of telehealth 
services and the Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary to publicly 
post data with respect to 
telemedicine utilization.

While we were are grate-
ful for these actions, making 
these waivers permanent is 
essential so we can protect 
access to vital telehealth 

services in every communi-
ty. We also will continue to 
advocate that critical access 
hospitals have the flexibil-
ity to continue providing 
telehealth care for patients 
and communities, especially 
behavioral health services. 

 Telehealth Access for 
America — whose members 
include the AHA and nearly 
two dozen other national and 
regional health care organi-
zations — continues to run 
public education campaigns 
highlighting how telehealth 
access supports better health 
outcomes, greater health 
equity, more patient choices 
and lower costs, and why 
Congress needs to take ac-
tion to help preserve access 
to telehealth services. 

 AHA also expressed 
support for the Hospital 
Inpatient Services Modern-
ization Act, bipartisan leg-
islation that would extend 
the acute hospital care at 

home waiver program two 
years beyond the end of the 
COVID-19 PHE for those 
who want to pursue this 
approach. For many hos-
pitals and health systems, 
this program has been and 
continues to be an impact-
ful way to deliver effective 
care, leading to high patient 
satisfaction, and, for some 
patients, resulting in shorter 
recovery times. 

As we reimagine the 
future of health care in a 
post-pandemic world, it’s 
clear that improving the 
health care consumer expe-
rience and providing care to 
patients where they are will 
be pivotal. 

We’ve made good prog-
ress on extending important 
telehealth flexibilities, and 
we’ll continue to work with 
Congress to make these 
permanent as we work to-
ward advancing health in 
America.

NATIONAL HOSPITAL WEEK
Recognizing the care and 

support provided by over 
6,000 hospitals across the 
country, National Hospital 
Week kicks off on the first 
full week of May.

Each year, this celebra-
tion recognizes the dedicat-
ed personnel who provide 
quality care every day. The 
work can be stressful but it 
is also extremely satisfy-
ing. The care they provide 
brings life into the world, 
saves lives, and eases our 
exits from the world. They 
answer our questions, ease 
our pain, and support our 
recovery.

National Hospital Week 
recognizes hospital workers 
in every hospital setting 
including long-term, short-
term, children’s hospitals, 
Veterans Health Admin-
istration, and psychiatric 
hospitals. The care they 
provide includes every-
thing from emergency care, 
labor and delivery, minor 
surgery, and specialized 
care from hospitals big and 
small. Their services fill a 
vital need in communities. 
Every nurse, doctor, prac-
titioner, and staff member 
is necessary to deliver the 
compassion and quality 

services needed. During 
National Hospital Week, 
the dedicated personnel are 
at the celebration’s center.

HOW TO OBSERVE 
#NationalHospitalWeek

Thank a hospital worker.
Learn about hospital ad-

ministration.
Talk about your role 

whether it be patient care, 
admitting, sanitation, re-
cords, or administration.

Consider a career in the 
medical field.

Article from national-
daycalendar.com website

Important part of the community
Accidents happen. Illnesses happen. Births happen. 
As they happen, there’s one place you can rely on 

in good times and bad: a community hospital. 
The importance of a community hospital is re-

membered during National Hospital Week, which is 
May 8-14. 

“We Are Health Care” is the theme for the week.
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

A field of sunshine
Bright yellow flowers filled a field along old U.S. Route 51 near Cobden. The image was captured 

Friday afternoon, April 29.

Smug furry critter spotted in backyard...
Can a groundhog be self-confidently smug? I’m pretty 

sure the roundish rodent we saw one day during the past 
week was pretty smug.

The Other Half happened to see the critter while looking 
out the back door. The groundhog appeared to be taking 
a break on the deck in front of the shed in our backyard. 
The furball did not seem to have a concern in the world.

Groundhogs, and other creatures (deer...skunks...ar-
madillos...) enjoy our backyard, since that it where The 
Other Half is maintaining her agricultural operations. 
Critters seem to love the food she grows, perhaps even 
more than we do.

Anyway, as I was working my way through this little 
gem, I got to wondering: Is a groundhog actually a ro-
dent? I’ve probably pondered that important question in 
the past, but could not remember the answer. Besides, I 
needed to get a column out of the way. Don’t have to be 
original all of the time...

So, thank goodness, once again, for that wonder of 
the 21st century, the internet...and that wonder of the 
internet...Google...

I went to Google and typed in my question for the mo-
ment: is (a) groundhog a rodent? 

In a flash (actually 0.81 of a second), Google let me 
know there were 2,220,000 results for that question. And 
to think I only needed one.

Fortunately, the first of the 2,220,000 results offered the 
answer to my question. The result showed:

“groundhog | rodent - Encyclopedia Britannicahttps://
www.britannica.com › animal › groundhog

“groundhog, (Marmota monax), also called woodchuck, 
one of 14 species of marmots (Marmota), considered basi-
cally a giant North American ground squirrel.”

Well, then. My question was answered. A groundhog 
is indeed a rodent. A Marmota. A giant ground squirrel.  

I hadn’t thought much about what to do once I learned 
for sure that a groundhog was a rodent. Once again: thank 
goodness for Google, which had a listing which read: 
“People also ask”...

According to Google, when it comes to groundhogs, 
“People also ask” some of the following questions: 

Is a groundhog related to a rat? There really was not 
a good answer to the question. They both have fur, so I 
guess they are probably related. 

Are groundhogs good for anything? Yes. They are good 
for photographs and for inspiring a column when a writer 
doesn’t have anything else to write about on a Monday.

Can you eat groundhog? Back in 2012, a writer who 
apparently was very hungry declared that the “simple fact 
is, groundhogs are eminently edible and delicious...their 
meat, when properly prepared, is quite tasty and tender.” 
Probably tastes like chicken.

What do groundhogs hate the most? Apparently ground-
hogs do not like such herbs as basil, thyme, chives and 
oregano, all of which would be used to properly prepare a 
groundhog for supper. Groundhogs also do not like having 
their pictures taken.

Are beavers and groundhogs the same? Who would 
ask this?  

Is a groundhog a reptile? I’m not even sure if anybody, 

Smug as a bug in a rug... this groundhog has been 
making itself at home in The Other Half’s garden.

This photograph really doesn’t have anything to do 
with groundhogs... or woodchucks... or marmots. Un-
less, of course, the hawk, which was in a nest calling 
loudly, might want to have a furry rodent as a dinner 
guest... and main course.

anywhere ever actually asked this question, either. There 
was an answer, or sorts, on the internet. 

Does Irish Spring soap keep groundhogs away? No, but 
it keeps them very clean.

Are wombats and groundhogs related? No. Have I seen 
a wombat? Yes. In Australia. A long time ago. Up close 
and personal. They are very cute.

How do groundhogs communicate? By emails.
Where do groundhogs go in the winter? They fly south. 

They mostly fly at night, which is why we don’t see them 
very often.

Campaign shines light
on farmers, growers, 
workers in Illinois

We are because they farm. From the food on our tables 
to the specialty products in our cabinets...to the shops, 
markets and businesses that support our communities 
residents across Illinois are connected by agriculture. 

That’s why Cultivating Our Communities, COC, is 
launching its 2022 campaign with videos, articles and 
social media posts that spotlight unique individuals, farms 
and businesses in Illinois. 

COC is a partnership with the lieutenant governor’s of-
fice, the Illinois Farm Bureau, the Illinois Specialty Grow-
ers Association and the Illinois Department of Agriculture.

“We know how invaluable the farmers, growers and 
workers behind these operations are to the fabric of Il-
linois and our food systems. This partnership was created 
to shine a light on them and their contributions,” Lt. Gov. 
Juliana Stratton said. “Through Cultivating Our Com-
munities, the people of our state can see the bright minds 
feeding and growing Illinois.” 

Since 2020, COC has showcased more than 85 food and 
farm businesses through Illinois Farm Bureau Partners and 
FarmWeekNow.com articles that demonstrate the many 
ways these businesses uplift rural, suburban and urban 
communities across our state. 

In the past two years, farm and food businesses in 42 
Illinois counties were featured. This year, COC will focus 
on farms and markets in different regions across the state.

“The pandemic impacted consumer food purchasing 
with many opting to purchase meat, produce and dairy 
products locally,” Illinois Department of Agriculture 
director Jerry Costello said. “The Cultivating Our Com-
munities campaign provides an opportunity for consumers 
to see the faces behind their favorite local products or learn 
about new items produced in their backyard.”

“Illinois Farm Bureau members grow, process, and sell 
a variety of food and farm products that strengthen local 
economies and support communities across our state. 
We’re proud to tell their stories through another year of 
this collaborative campaign,” Illinois Farm Burea presi-
dent Richard Guebert Jr. said.  

As chair of the Governor’s Rural Affairs Council, Lt. 
Gov. Stratton has visited communities, farms, markets 
and small businesses centered in agriculture. 

More about campaign can be found online at www.
ILFB.org/CultivatingOurCommunities.

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, May 4, 1972

Plans for construction of an eight story high rise for the 
elderly in Anna are progressing rapidly, according to Vicki 
Chamness, executive director of the Union County Hous-
ing Authority. The total cost is estimated at $2,132,304.

Jonesboro Mayor Donald Wilkins has proclaimed the 
days May 8 and 9 as Clean Up and Paint Up time in the 
City of Jonesboro.

The Jonesboro City Council discussed the problem of 
dogs running loose in the City at their meeting Monday 
evening.

The month of May commenced in much the same man-
ner as the month of April with rainfall.

In preparation for the Carbondale qualifying meet of 
the Southern Illinois Special Olympics, the Anna State 
Hospital conducted a triangular meet Friday, April 28.

On April 28, Arbor Day, the Shawnee Future Farmers 
of America planted two Dogwood trees in front of the 
school cafeteria. Mr. Hawkins, principal of Shawnee High 
School, and Linda Kinsey, the first “girl” member in the 
Shawnee FFA planted the trees.

Anna State Hospital can boast of a “new sound.” the 
new sound is the result of moving into the new power 
plant. The old style of a steam whistle has been replaced 
with a new air blast signal.

Turkey hunters who struggled through the second por-
tion of Illinois’ twin three-day gobbler season managed 
to bag only 13 birds. Thunderstorms, accompanied by a 
tornado, are blamed for the poor showing. Union led the 
counties during second season with six birds taken there.

The A-J Wildcats baseball team recorded four solid 
victories during the past week to bring their season record 
to 12-6.

Volunteer labor is responsible for major improvements 
being made at the Jonesboro ball park adjacent to the 
Jonesboro Grade School.

From the Mill Creek news: the mother-daughters ban-
quet at Mill Creek Baptist Church will be held May 11 at 
7 p.m. at the church house.

Political letters to the editor
All letters to the editor endorsing, opposing or 

pertaining to political candidates must be published as 
paid election letters. They will be subject to a publication 
fee of $50.

A paid election letter must be paid for by the 
writer. If the letter is paid for by another individual or 
organization, that information must be stated, according 
to election laws.

A letter must be signed and must contain the name 
of the person who wrote the letter, the writer’s address 
and the writer’s telephone number. The telephone 
number will not be published, but must be included for 
verification purposes.

The deadline to submit a paid election letter, and 
payment for the letter, is noon on the Thursday prior to 
publication of the letter. The newspaper reserves the 
right to edit a letter for clarity, brevity and legal purposes.

Union County schools are beginning to wind down 
another busy year and students are looking ahead to sum-
mer activities.

Southern Seven Health Department encourages families 
to take this time to schedule their child’s routine back-to-
school vaccination appointments to avoid the last-minute 
rush in August. 

Each year, doctor’s offices, clinics and local health 
departments experience an increase in vaccinations in the 
weeks leading up to the school year.  

Southern Seven says that while it’s good that children 
are being vaccinated, this often results in scheduling 
conflicts, longer wait times in the medical office and the 
possibility of vaccine shortage.  

Scheduling a child’s appointment early gives plenty 
of time to collect the necessary paper work,  to confirm 
what vaccines are needed and helps to ensure there are 
no delays at the vaccine appointment.  

Currently in Illinois there are 12 vaccine requirements 
for students who are entering a child care facility or school.  

Parents and guardians can contact their local health de-
partment or pediatrician to learn what vaccines are needed 
and when, and to schedule an appointment.  

The Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, 

CDC,and the American Academy of Pediatrics recom-
mend every child receive routine vaccinations to prevent 
the spread of diseases and life-long health complications 
caused by those diseases.  

While human papillomavirus, HPV, flu and COVID-19 
shots are not required for students in Illinois, families 
should consider these vaccines as well. HPV is a preventa-
tive against cervical, genital and other cancers. 

“Like well-child visits, vaccinations are needed to keep 
kids healthy,” Southern Seven community outreach coor-
dinator Shawnna Rhine said in a news release.

“It’s through vaccination that we don’t think twice about 
diseases like measles, mumps, even chickenpox, but they 
are still around and can make your child very sick if he 
or she isn’t fully vaccinated.”

Southern Seven says that on-time vaccinations through-
out childhood are essential because it helps provide 
immunity before children are exposed to potentially life-
threatening diseases. 

Vaccines are tested to ensure that they are safe and ef-
fective for children to receive at the recommended ages.  

For more information or to schedule a child’s vaccine 
appointment through Southern Seven Health Department, 
call 618-634-2297 or visit southern7.org. 

Avoid the rush for back-to-school shots
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