
THE GAZETTE-DEMOCRAT
The Talk And Cobden Review  •  Serving Union County Since 1849

Thursday, July 14, 2022	              Anna, Illinois   	             ©2022 Reppert Publications  	            $1.00             Volume 173, Number 31

News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Heat index 123.2 degrees on July 5 in county

Union County officials 
received good news during 
an annual bond issue update 
last week. More on this to 
come...

***
“Grandma Davie” is cel-

ebrating her 100th birthday.
***

Union County Hospital 
Auxiliary plans to have its 
annual meeting on Thurs-
day, July 28. The meeting 
is planned from 10 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. in the fellowship 
room at the United Method-
ist Church on West Monroe 
Street in Anna.

***
The Rev. Chere Riedel is 

the new pastor of the Don-
gola Lutheran Parish. The 
parish includes the First Lu-
theran Church in Dongola 
and St. John’s Lutheran 
Church near Dongola.

***
An exhibit featuring 

the photography of Larry 
Braun is scheduled to open 
with a reception from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. Tuesday, July 19, 
at the Anna Arts Center. A 
photograph taken by Braun 
of the Mississippi River ap-
pears on a new U.S. Postal 
Service stamp.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Na-

tional Bank has announced 
new hours starting Aug. 1: 
lobbies will close at 4 p.m. 
on Fridays and drive-thru 
windows will close at 5 
p.m. on Fridays.

***
Online preregistration for 

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School students 
continues through July 22. 
In-person registration is 
scheduled to begin July 27.

***
The A-JCHS varsity 

football season is scheduled 
to kick off at home against 
West Frankfort on Friday 
night, Aug. 26.

***
Story hours are set to 

continue at 2 p.m. on Tues-
day, July 19, and Tuesday, 
July 26, at the Jonesboro 
Public Library.

(continued on page 2)

The Southern Illinois, 
Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky areas 
experienced oppressive 
heat and humidity during 
the period of July 4-8.

The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported that a strong upper 
level ridge of high pressure 
built into the lower Ohio 
Valley on the 4th of July 
and remained in place until 
a cold front provided relief 
from the heat late on July 8. 

The most oppressive 
days were July 5 and 6. 
High temperatures in the 
mid 90s to around 100 com-
bined with extremely high 
dewpoints ranging from 75 
to 80 to produce heat index 
readings above 110 in most 
locations, and localized 
readings up to around 120 
were observed. 

Local weather observer 
Dana Cross reported that 
the heat index reach 123.2 
degrees at 4:30 p.m. on July 
5 in Jonesboro. The high  

temperature that day was 
96 degrees.

Other heat index read-
ings in Jonesboro included: 
120.3 degrees at 2:30 p.m. 
on July 6, 119.1 degrees at 
2 p.m. on July 7 and 116.4 
degrees at 3:30 p.m. on 
July 8.

The weather service re-
ported that some areas saw 
relief from the heat on July 
7, especially parts of the 
Southern Illinois area.

Additional relief in the 
form of scattered showers 

and thunderstorms occurred 
on July 8. 

Paducah’s heat index of 
114 on July 5 was its high-
est heat index since Aug. 
3, 2011. 

Paducah also managed 
to reach a peak heat index 
of 110 on four straight days 
from July 5-8. 

This was the first time 
Paducah observed four 
straight days exceeding 
a 110 degree heat index 
since July 31 through Aug. 
3, 1987.

Triple digit temperatures 
were also experienced for 
some areas. For Paducah, 
it was the first time since 
2016 to reach 100 degrees.

Records and Triple Dig-
it Temperatures

Record warm lows were 
established throughout the 
region on July 6, with lows 
remaining in the upper 70s 
to around 80 degrees. 

No record highs were set 
during the heat wave, the 
weather service reported. 

New artifacts at Union County Museum
The Union County Museum in downtown Cobden has added a significant 

collection of artifacts to the current exhibit of Native American artifacts. The 
museum said in a news release that the items were found in the Mill Creek 
area and are “a prime example of the type of Native American artifacts found 
in Union County. The collection consists of a great piece of pottery and eight 
artifacts made of stone.” The donor of the items wishes to remain anonymous, 
the museum noted. The museum generally is open on Saturdays and on 
Sunday afternoons, and on Fridays, by chance. Photo provided.

Anna park project
receives $400,000 in
state grant funding

Anna City Park
The City of Anna has received $400,000 in state grant funds. The funds will 

support development of the Hadley’s Haven project at the Anna City Park.

today are through the state’s 
Open Space Land Acqui-
sition and Development, 
OSLAD, program, which 
is administered by the Illi-
nois Department of Natural 
Resources, IDNR. 

OSLAD grants can pro-
vide up to one-half of a 
project’s funds and, when 
combined with the invest-
ment of local matching 
funds, will support more 
than $56 million in local 
park development projects 
and land acquisitions state-
wide.

The OSLAD program 
began in 1987 and has in-
vested $433.5 million in 
1,816 local park projects. 

The program receives 
dedicated funding from a 
percentage of the state’s 
real estate transfer tax.

Other projects in the 
Southern Ill inois area 
which are set to receive 
grant funding included:

City of Christopher, park 
renovation, $253,000.

City of Du Quoin, Du 
Quoin Municipal Pool bath-
house and parking renova-
tions, $390,500.

Harrisburg Township 
Park District, inclusive 
playground at soccer com-
plex, $396,000.

Plans for the develop-
ment of a special play-
ground in Anna received 
a major boost with last 
week’s announcement of 
$30.3 million in grants 
for 87 local park projects 
that will help communities 
acquire open space and 
develop and improve recre-
ational facilities throughout 
Illinois. The grant funding 
was announced Friday, 
July 8.

The funding includes 
$400,000 for the Hadley’s 
Haven all-inclusive play-
ground project, which is 
planned at the Anna City 
Park.

“Investments in our local 
parks are investments in 
our communities,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said. The governor 
announced the projects in 
Springfield. 

“Park projects don’t just 
create jobs and boost local 
economic development: 
they open the gateway for 
a healthier, happier Illinois. 
Every family in our state 
deserves nearby access 
to outdoor public spaces 
where they can gather with 
their friends and neigh-
bors...and enjoy some sun-
shine, too.”

The grants announced 

UNITE at the Cross music
festival set at Cross of Peace

An upcoming event 
scheduled in Union County 
was promoted earlier this 
month at a country music 
landmark.

On Monday, July 4, Jef-
frey Isbell, the executive 
director of the Bald Knob 
Cross of Peace near Alto 
Pass, was invited to pro-
mote the Cross at the his-
toric Ryman Auditorium in 
Nashville, Tenn.

“It was a tremendous 
honor to step center stage 
at the Ryman to promote 
Southern Illinois’ most 
iconic landmark, the Bald 
Knob Cross of Peace,” Jef-
frey Isbell stated in a news 
release. 

Isbell was invited by the 
Sidewalk Prophets, who 
were performing in front 
of a sold out audience at 
the Ryman. 

In the fall of 2021, Side-
walk Prophets hosted their 
Great Big Family Reunion 
at the Cross. 

“The Cross and the Ry-

man have a lot in common,” 
Isbell said.

“The Ryman was orig-
inally constructed as ‘a 
place where all people 
could gather and worship.’ 
Much like the Cross, it 
faced a period of neglect 
and deterioration, but the 
community rallied together 
to restore it for future gen-
erations.”

Isbell encouraged the au-
dience to visit the Cross and 
attend the first UNITE at 
the Cross Christian Music 
Festival, which is planned 
July 16-17.

The music festival will 
be just three hours from 
Nashville, Tenn.

UNITE at the Cross is 
scheduled to feature con-
temporary artists like We 

are Messengers, Apollo 
LTD, Katy Nichole and oth-
ers on Saturday night. Gates 
open at 2 p.m. The music is 
scheduled to begin at 5 p.m.

On Sunday, the Cross 
plans to welcome southern 
gospel artists like Jason 
Crabb, Kelly Crabb and 
the Bowling Sisters, Adam 
Crabb of Gaither Vocal 
Band and many others. 
Gates open at 1 p.m. The 
music begins at 3 p.m.

Tickets to UNITE at the 
Cross can be purchased 
online at Uniteatthecross.
com for $25 per day or at 
the welcome center at Bald 
Knob Cross of Peace. The 
landmark stands on Bald 
Knob Mountain near Alto 
Pass.

Food  trucks and vendors 
are scheduled to be on hand 
for the music festival.

UNITE at the Cross is 
being produced by Great 
Big Family Productions in 
partnership with Midwest 
Music Supply and spon-
sored by ChildFund.

SIU bolsters recruiting
in Southern Illinois 

With robust recruiting 
efforts, strong partnerships, 
solid financial support and 
more, Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale is 
encouraging potential stu-
dents in the southernmost 
part of the state, including 
Union County, to become 
Salukis.

Last fall, enrollment 
from the Southern Illinois 
region grew nearly 34 per-
cent from the previous year, 
and the signs for fall 2022 
enrollment from the region 
are promising, SIU chancel-
lor Austin A. Lane said in a 
news release.

Applications, admissions 
and registrations are all up 
significantly, and there is 
still time to apply and en-
roll for the upcoming fall 
semester. 

“Students  f rom the 
Southern Illinois region 
have a first-class doctoral 
research university in their 
own backyard,” he said. 

“When they consider 
college, we want them to 
imagine all the opportuni-
ties we have to offer close 
to home – many of them re-
served for graduate students 
elsewhere. 

“There is a mispercep-
tion that when we seek new 
students, we prioritize other 
areas of the state above our 
own,” Lane said.

“To dispel that myth, I 
and other university leaders 
have met with many people 
at local schools, community 
colleges and organizations. 

“In addition, we have 
increased recruiting, mar-
keting and advertising in 
our region, and we have 
formed formal partnerships 
with schools, youth orga-
nizations and community 
colleges. 

“Plus, we have backed 
up our promises with re-
sources. I am proud to be 
among the university lead-
ers to personally visit high 
schools and community 
colleges to award top stu-
dents in Southern Illinois 
with our most prestigious 
awards, the Chancellor’s 
and Provost’s Scholar-
ships.” 

In May, representatives 
of SIU Carbondale’s finan-
cial aid and undergraduate 
admissions departments 
attended honors nights for 
16 high schools. 

(continued on page 2)
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State tax revenues exceed $50 billion
for first time in history of Illinois

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois

jnowicki@capitol-
newsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – State 
tax revenues grew by $5.5 
billion in the fiscal year 
that concluded on June 30, 
exceeding $50 billion for 
the first time in Illinois’ 
history, according to a new 
report from a state budget-
ing agency.

The 12 percent base rev-
enue growth in Fiscal Year 
2022 gave lawmakers near-
unprecedented flexibility in 
the current budget year.

That allowed the Gen-
eral Assembly to approve 
$1.8 billion in tax relief, 
pay $500 million more to 
state pensions than statutes 
require, retire hundreds of 
millions of dollars in in-
terest-accruing debts early, 
and drive the state’s “rainy 
day” fund to its highest-
ever balance of over $1 
billion.

It also helped the state 
reach a zero-day accounts 
payable cycle, meaning it 
was caught up on its bills, 
for the first time in decades.

But the report from the 
Commission on Govern-
ment Forecasting and Ac-
countability also noted 
that the pandemic-related 
drivers of growth, which 
led to nationwide revenue 
windfalls for nearly all state 
governments, are likely to 
wane in the coming months.

That’s something Gov. 
JB Pritzker told Capitol 
News Illinois two weeks 
ago that lawmakers planned 
for in April when they pro-
jected Fiscal Year 2023 
revenues at $46.5 billion, 
an 8 percent decrease from 
the final FY 2022 numbers. 

“We wrote that into the 
budget, that is a decrease in 
revenue just in this coming 
year,” Pritzker said in an in-
terview. “So, we understand 
that there were some tem-
porary nature of revenues 
that were coming in.”

All told, the FY 2022 
base revenues reached 
$50.3 billion without in-
cluding direct federal aid. 
The number jumps to $51.1 

SIU recruiting
(continued from page 1)

They offered nearly $4.4 
million in scholarships, 
supported by institutional 
funds and private dona-
tions, to almost 200 new 
incoming freshmen. 

In Union County, stu-
dents from Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School 
and Cobden High School 
were among those to re-
ceive scholarships.

Students from the fol-
lowing Southern Illinois 
schools also received schol-
arships:

Agape Christian High 
School, Marion. Benton 
Consolidated High School. 
Carbondale Community 
High School.

Carterville High School. 
Du Quoin High School. El-
verado High School. Herrin 
High School. Johnston City 
High School. Marion High 
School. 

Massac County High 
School, Metropolis. Mur-
physboro High School. 
Pinckneyville Community 
High School. Vienna High 
School. Zeigler-Royalton 
Community High School. 

These scholarships are 
a component of SIU Car-
bondale’s commitment to 
access. 

In 2020, SIU launched 
the Saluki Commitment 
and Saluki Transfer Com-
mitment. 

These initiatives are the 
university’s pledge to close 
gaps between financial aid 
and the cost of tuition and 

mandatory fees for Illinois 
students who qualify. 

The university is also 
reaching out to Southern 
Illinois students before their 
junior and senior years of 
high school through part-
nerships with Carbondale 
Elementary School Dis-
trict No. 95, Girl Scouts 
of Southern Illinois and 
Scouts BSA Greater St. 
Louis Area Council, which 
serves Southern Illinois. 

SIU is also committed 
to providing new pathways 
for students with limited 
options. 

Last fall, SIU launched 
Saluki Step Ahead, thanks 
to an agreement with the 
Illinois Community College 
Board. 

The Saluki Step Ahead 
program provides quali-
fied community college 
students the option to earn 
their bachelor’s degrees 
remotely and at a lower cost 
in six academic programs. 

Shawnee Community 
College, John A. Logan 
College, Rend Lake Col-
lege and Southeast Illi-
nois College are among the 
schools to sign on.

“The Southern Illinois 
region will be an important 
part of the success of our 
new strategic plan, Imagine 
2030, which include pillars 
addressing student success 
and partnerships,” Lane 
said. “SIU Carbondale and 
the Southern Illinois region 
need each other.”

(continued from page 1)
The 2022 Pulaski County 

Fair is scheduled July 31 
through Aug. 6 in Pulaski.

***
Participants are being 

sought for the 2022 Cache 
River Days pageant, which 
is scheduled Friday eve-
ning, Sept. 9, in Ullin.

***
Southern Seven Health 

Department is planning to 
present a seven-week work-
shop titled “Take Charge of 
Your Health: Live Well, Be 
Well,” beginning July 25.

***
A local fan noted that it 

is “Christmas in July” time 
on the Hallmark Channel. 
Maybe that’s why Santa 
Claus was (sort of) seen 
in downtown Cobden re-
cently.

billion when including a 
$736 million direct trans-
fer-in of COVID-19 relief 
dollars.

The base revenues were 
nearly $8 billion beyond the 
May 2021 projections on 
which the FY 2022 budget 
was based. Personal and 
corporate income tax grew 
$6.1 billion beyond what 
was projected in May 2021, 
while sales tax revenues 
were about $979 million 
beyond projections.

While the revenue wind-
falls won’t alleviate long-
standing budget pressures 
such as a $130 billion un-
funded pension liability that 
demands about a quarter 
of state general revenue 
funds each year, it’s a level 
of good financial news 
that Illinoisans are not ac-
customed to hearing...and 
a level of progress Pritzker 
has hung his hat on as he 
seeks a second term.

“A significant surplus 
and a zero-day payment 
cycle mean that our schools 
are funded, our roads are be-
ing rebuilt, and our health-
care providers are paid on 
time...and Illinois taxpayers 
are no longer dealing with 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars in interest payments 
because government didn’t 
do its job,” Pritzker said in 
a statement two weeks ago. 

“Illinois’ massive bill 
backlog – eliminated since 
I came into office – once 
contained bills past due for 
as long as 500 days.”

The COGFA report noted 
that even though direct fed-
eral aid was not included in 
the base revenue calcula-
tion, the indirect effects 
of federal stimulus played 
a major role in the unex-
pected growth.

So major, in fact, that 
revenue came in beyond 
initial projections in 49 
states in the fiscal year.

One driving factor, ac-
cording to the report, was 
the “continuation of a pan-
demic-related shift” in con-
sumer spending from non-
taxed service-based sales to 
taxable goods, which cre-
ated “strong market condi-

tions” that led to increased 
tax revenues from corporate 
profits and capital gains.

Republicans have also 
attributed the revenue 
spikes at least partially to 
an “inflation-induced sugar 
high,” noting that as prices 
increase so does sales tax 
revenue.

“The influence of these 
particular factors is ex-
pected to wane as the state 
enters into FY 2023 result-
ing in reduced revenue ex-
pectations for the upcoming 
fiscal year,” the COGFA 
report noted.

Still, June’s receipts re-
mained strong, growing by 
$736 million compared to 
the previous fiscal year.

As a result, final FY 2022 
revenues were $2.6 billion 
higher than the April esti-
mate from the Governor’s 
Office of Management and 
Budget that was used as the 
basis of this year’s budget 
negotiations.

A GOMB spokesperson 
said in an email Wednesday 
that the surplus has not led 
to any discussion of amend-
ing the FY 2023 budget in 
the first week of the new 
fiscal year. But it’s likely to 
allow for some flexibility.

“FY 2022 revenues con-
tinued to outperform ex-
pectations through the last 
quarter of the fiscal year,” 
GOMB spokesperson Carol 
Knowles said in an email. 
“This will allow the state to 
be better positioned in the 
coming year as we continue 
to monitor the national eco-
nomic outlook.”

Knowles noted that the 
higher-than-expected rev-
enues contributed to the 
improving fiscal situation 
which Comptroller Susana 
Mendoza and Pritzker high-
lighted in a pair of news 
releases last week.

Those releases noted Il-
linois has erased its “bill 
backlog,” ending the fiscal 
year with a general revenue 
funds payment cycle of zero 
days from when vouchers 
are received by the state 
comptroller’s office.

The $1.8 billion accounts 
payable balance was a far 

cry from the height of the 
state’s two-year budget 
impasse between Republi-
can Gov. Bruce Rauner and 
Democrats in the General 
Assembly, when the bill 
backlog reached $16.7 bil-
lion.

Pritzker has also touted, 
and bond ratings agencies 
have noted, that Illinois fo-
cused much of its spending 
of surplus dollars on reliev-
ing interest-accruing debt. 

Illinois has seen six cred-
it rating upgrades, two each 
from each of the three major 
agencies, in the past year.

In a news release two 
weeks ago, Pritzker con-
trasted those upgrades with 
the eight downgrades the 
state received during the 
tenure of Rauner, whom 
Pritzker unseated in 2018.

While the upgrades this 
year mark the first upward 
break from a downward 
trend that began in the 
Blagojevich administration, 
Illinois remains in the worst 
shape of all states as judged 
by the ratings agencies.

And while Illinois law-
makers dedicated $1 billion 
to the rainy day fund, Men-
doza said in a news release 
she’d push for laws mandat-
ing greater contributions to 
budget stabilization funds 
when Illinois has stronger-
than-expected revenue per-
formances in the future.

“The fact that we’ll have 
a billion dollars saved in 
our rainy day fund to help 
us during adverse down-
turns certainly helps, but 
Illinois must save more 
when we are able to with 
stronger-than-expected rev-
enue receipts so that we 
strengthen our ability to 
weather through these un-
expected crises,” she said.

Capitol News Illinois is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government that is dis-
tributed to more than 400 
newspapers statewide. It is 
funded primarily by the Illi-
nois Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Service set
at Kornthal

A worship service 
is planned at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, today, at 
Kornthal Church in 
Union County.

Kornthal Church is 
located 2 miles south 
of Jonesboro, just off 
Illinois Route 127.

Weather
High 96, low 59;
.13 of an inch of rain

High temperatures in 
the upper 90s highlighted 
weather in the Union Coun-
ty area during the period of 
July 5-11.

Precipitation was very 
light, with .13 of an inch 
of rain recorded on July 8.

The high temperatures 
were accompanied by op-
pressive humidity. The 
combination of tempera-
tures in the upper 90s and 
high humidity levels cre-
ated heat index readings in 
the area which topped 120 
degrees last week.

A lack of rain also was 
raising concerns about 
drought conditions in the 
region. As of July 5, Union 
County was considered to 
be abnormally dry.

Following are tempera-
tures for the period as re-
corded by local weather 
observer Dana Cross in 
Jonesboro:
                                     H   L
Tuesday, July 5            96 73
Wednesday, July 6       96 76
Thursday, July 7          95 76
Friday, July 8               93 75
Saturday, July 9           87 71
Sunday, July 10           86 64
Monday, July 11          90 59

News Notes

27,543 new COVID cases reported in state
The Illinois Department 

of Public Health, IDPH, 
on Friday, July 8, reported 
27,543 new confirmed and 
probable cases of coronavi-
rus disease (COVID-19) in 
Illinois, including 48 deaths 
since July 1.

According to the CDC, 
28 counties were rated at 
high community level for 
COVID-19, an area that 
included DuPage and Lake 
counties in northeast Il-
linois as well as Peoria, 
Champaign and Quincy. An 
additional 43 counties in Il-
linois were rated at medium 
community level.

As of July 8, IDPH 
was reporting a total of 
3,462,948 cases, includ-
ing 34,198 deaths, in 102 
counties in Illinois since the 
beginning of the pandemic.

As of Thursday night, 
July 7, 1,309 individuals 
in Illinois were reported 
to be in the hospital with 
COVID-19.  Of those, 149 
patients were in the ICU 
and 47 patients with CO-
VID-19 were on ventilators.  

“With 71 counties in Il-
linois rated at medium or 
high community level for 
COVID-19 by the CDC, the 
majority of counties remain 
at elevated risk,” IDPH act-
ing director Amaal Tokars 
said in a news release. 

“We urge everyone to 
protect themselves by mak-
ing sure they are up-to-date 
with vaccines and booster 
shots,” Tokars said. 

“This is especially im-
portant for people who are 
vulnerable to serious medi-

cal outcomes. In areas with 
elevated community levels, 
you should wear your mask 
in indoor public places 
and avoid indoor crowded 
spaces. If needed, con-
tact a healthcare provider 
promptly to discuss what 
treatment is right for you.”

Tokars also urged parents 
and guardians to take the 
steps necessary to get chil-
dren vaccinated, especially 
small children under 5 for 
whom COVID-19 vaccines 
were recommended by the 
CDC on June 18. 

Tokars said that IDPH 
is supporting an education 
and outreach campaign by 
the Illinois Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pe-
diatrics to educate health-
care providers and parents 

about the effectiveness and 
safety of the newly autho-
rized vaccines for children 
under 5.

The counties listed at 
high community level were 
DuPage and Lake in north-
eastern Illinois; Adams, 
Champaign, Coles, Fulton, 
Marshall, McLean, Peo-
ria, Pike and Warren in 
Central Illinois; and Cal-
houn, Crawford, Franklin, 
Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jackson, Jersey, Johnson, 
Madison, Massac, Pope, 
Saline, Wabash, Wayne, 
White and Williamson in 
Southern Illinois.

Union County remained 
at a medium community 
level, as did Alexander 
County. Pulaski County 
was at a low community 
level.

Union County
COVID Cases

Update
July 10: 5,767 total 

cases. 66 deaths.
July 7: 5,748 total 

cases. 66 deaths.
June 30: 5,691 total 

cases. 66 deaths.
June 1: 5,501 total 

cases. 65 deaths.
May 1: 5,384 total 

cases. 64 deaths.
April 1: 5,365 total 

cases. 64 deaths.
March 1: 5,334 total 

cases. 63 deaths.
Source: Illinois Department 

of Public Health website. 
Numbers represent statistics 
since the start of the pandemic.

Weekly new
COVID-19 cases

reported in Illinois
July 8: 27,543
July 1: 28,216

June 24: 27,094
June 3: 32,605
May 6: 30,633
April 1: 8,426

March 4: 10,462
Feb. 4: 60,389

Jan. 7, 2022: 201,428
Dec. 3, 2021: 42,559

Nov. 5: 17,462
Oct. 1: 18,735
Sept. 3: 30,319
Aug. 6: 16,742

June 18, 2021: 928
  Source: Illinois Department 
of Public Health

Someone, 
somewhere

wants just what 
you don't need anymore.

Use a classified ad
in

The Gazette-Democrat
to get yourself 

some extra cash.

To place your classified ad, 
call 833-2158.
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Anna-Jonesboro National Bank is excited to announce
Erica Miller

as our newest team member!
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Union County Fair queen
pageant welcomes entries

Plans have been announced 
for this year’s Union County 
Fair queen pageant activities.

Miss Union County Fair 
Queen Pageant

The Union County Fair 
queen pageant is in search 
of contestants for the 2022 
pageant, which will be Sun-
day, Aug. 21, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the fair grounds (the Anna 
City Park).

There will  be a come and 
go informational meeting 
July 25, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., 
at the fair office at the Anna 
City Park. 

Attendance is not required 
to be able to enter. If you 
are interested in competing 
and cannot attend the infor-
mational meeting, please 
contact Janice Osman for 
information. 

Contestants must be 16 
years of age by Aug. 21 and 
not have reached their 22nd 
birthday by Jan. 1, 2023.

They must have never 
been married, have never 
had a child and cannot be an 
adoptive parent. 

Contestants must be a resi-
dent of Union County and not 
competing in another county 
fair queen pageant in 2022 or 
have been a former queen of 
a county fair. 

An information packet and 
application link are available 
through the Union County 
Fair’s website at www.union-
countyfair.net. 

You will need to go to the 
EVENTS tab and then click 
on Miss Union County Fair 
Queen Pageant, and then 
click on the link to down-
load the information packet 
with required forms and the 
application. 

You can also contact Jan-
ice Osman at 833-7777 to 
request an information packet 
and application or with any 
questions you may have. 

A schedule of practice 
days and times are with the 
application.

The deadline to enter the 
pageant is Aug. 1. No late 
entries will be accepted after 
Aug. 1.

There will be a meeting 
Monday, Aug. 1, at 7 p.m. for 
Miss contestants at the Union 
County Fair Board office 
located at the Anna City Park. 

All signed forms, appli-
cations and entry/sponsor 
fees can be turned in at the 
meeting. 

Contestants will need 
to come “picture ready.” A 
group photo will be taken 
for the local papers, as well 
as individual pictures for the 
pageant program and judges 
books. 

If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact 
Janice Osman at (618)833-
7777.

Little Miss and Junior 
Miss

The Union County Fair 
Queen pageant is in search 
of Little Miss and Junior 
Miss Contestants for the 2022 
pageant that will be Sunday, 
Aug. 21, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
fair grounds.

There will be a come and 
go informational meeting 
July 25, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the fair office located at the 
Anna City Park. 

Attendance is not required 
to be able to enter. If you 
are interested in competing 
and cannot attend the infor-
mational meeting, please 
contact Janice Osman for 
information. 

Little Miss Contestants 
must be 8-11 years of age, 
and Junior Miss Contestants 
must be 12-15 years of age 
by Aug. 21. 

Contestants must be a resi-
dent of Union County and at-
tend a Union County school.

 If contestants attend a pri-
vate school outside of Union 
County they must provide 
proof of registration with 
their application. 

Information packet and 
application link are available 
through the Union County 
Fair’s website at www.union-
countyfair.net. 

You will need to go to the 
EVENTS tab and then click 
on Little Miss & Junior Miss 
Pageant, and that will take 
you to a link for a printable 
information packet and ap-
plication. 

You can also contact Jan-
ice Osman at 833-7777 to 
request an information packet 
and application or with any 
questions you may have. 

A schedule of practice 
days and times are with the 

pageant information packet.
The deadline to enter the 

pageant is Aug. 1. No late 
entries will be accepted after 
the deadline.

There will be a meeting 
Monday, Aug. 1, at 5:30 p.m. 
for Little Miss and at 6:15 
p.m. for Junior Miss contes-
tants at the Union County 
Fair Board office at the Anna 
City Park. 

All signed forms and entry 
fees can be turned in at the 
meeting.  

Contestants will need 
to come “picture ready.” A 
group photo will be taken 
for the local papers, as well 
as individual pictures for the 
pageant program book. 

If you have any questions 
please feel free to contact 
Janice Osman at 833-7777.

Princesses
The Union County fair 

queen pageant is in search of 
Princesses for the inaugural 
Princess Program class for 
the 2022 pageant that will be 
Sunday, Aug. 21, at 7:30 p.m. 
at the fair grounds.

All Princess participants 
will receive a tiara and sash. 
No judging will take place 
in the Princess Program. 
It’s a fun opportunity for the 
younger girls to participate in 
a pageant setting without the 
judging portion.

Princess participants must 
be between the ages of 5 to 
7 years old by Aug. 21 and 
need to be a Union County 
resident. 

There will be a $25 entry 
fee. The pageant will be ac-
cepting the first 20 entries and 
will take entries until Aug. 
15, unless the 20 spaces are 
filled before that date. 

The Aug. 15 deadline is for 
program participants only; 
for all other age groups entry 
deadline is Aug. 1. 

There will be a required 
attendance meeting and prac-
tice on Aug. 18, from 5:15 
p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Anna 
VFW post.

More details and an appli-
cation can be found on the 
Union County Fair website 
at www.unioncoutyfair.net.  

If you have any questions 
or would like an application 
you can also call or text Jan-
ice Osman at 833-7777.

Cobden Women’s Club visits Elizabethtown
Members of the Cobden Women’s Club went to the E-Town Restaurant in 

Elizabethtown. The ate at the restaurant, which is located on the Ohio River. 
Club members also stopped at the Chocolate Factory near Golconda on the 
way home. From left are Christy Null, Susan Yates, Carol Nebughr, Carol 
Savini, Janis Corrington, Judy Kilmer, Dianna Yates and Lou Ann Hartline.

The club’s next meeting is set for 1 p.m. on July 21 in the fellowship hall at 
the Cobden Presbyterian Church. Hostesses for the meeting are scheduled to 
be Donna Budelsky, Julie O’Murphy and Joann Sharp. All women are invited 
to join the club at its meeting. Photo provided.

DAR chapter meets in Vienna
By Dixie Terry 

The Daniel Chapman 
Chapter National Society 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution met Tuesday 
afternoon, June 14, at the 
Vienna Carnegie Library.

The opening ritual was 
led by regent Suzan Harvel 
and chaplain Carol Palmer.

Regent Harvel wel-
comed 14 members and 
five guests, who were Boy 
Scouts, Ben Hauser, Joshua 
Rochan and Mason Wren, 
of Anna Boy Scout Troop 
No. 7044 and their leaders, 
Nancy Morris and Stan 
Palmer.

The Boy Scouts demon-
strated how to correctly 
fold the American flag and 
explained the meaning of 
each fold.

During the business 
meeting, Julia Mowery 
provided the president gen-
eral’s message. National 
defense was reported by 
Bonnie Hogue.

It was reported that the 
chapter provided the table 
decor for the District VII 
luncheon held at Walker’s 
Bluff on May 26, with Car-
olyn Tripp, Suzan Harvel 
and volunteers Julia Mow-
ery and Melodie Penrod 
doing the set-up, using an 
English country theme.  

State regent Debra Coe 
provided information on 
the many upcoming chang-
es of DAR.  

Attending from the 
Daniel Chapman Chapter 
were Suzan Harvel, Juan-
ita Broyles, Lillian Milam, 
Julia Mowery, Carol Palm-
er, Melodie Penrod, Doda 
Starkey and Virginia Street.  
The chapter had the highest 
attendance.

Regent Harvel manned a 
DAR information booth at 
the Annabelle Festival June 
11 in Anna.

A copy of the revised 
by-laws has been submitted 
to the state DAR revising 
secretary.

Chaplain Palmer report-
ed on the cards she has sent 
members.

The minutes of the May 
meeting were distributed 
and approved for recording.

The financial report was 

Anna VFW plans meetings,
pork steak dinner, Taco Tuesday

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna announces 
several upcoming events.

Meetings
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 

3455 and its Auxiliary plans 
to have their monthly busi-
ness meetings.

Anna VFW, Auxiliary
planning Jeep Poker Run

Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post 
No. 3455 of Anna and its 
Auxiliary are planning to 
host their first Jeep Poker 
Run on Saturday, July 16. 
The post is located at 70 
VFW Ln. near Anna.

“Jeep: A Military Tradi-
tion” is the theme for the 
poker run, which is open 
to the public, as well as 
veterans.

Registration starts at 
11 a.m. on the day of the 
event. A hot dog lunch 
will be served. Pork butt 
sandwiches will be served 
to returning participants.

given by Suzan Harvel in 
the absence of treasurer 
Susan Whitemountain.  The 
report was approved for 
filing and auditing.

The registrar’s report 
was given by Loudene 
Lemme.

Committee reports in-
cluded: Sandra Boaz, Indi-
an Minutes. Conservation, 
Melodie Penrod. Service 
to America, Doda Starkey.

A motion was passed 
to purchase bricks for the 
women’s veteran memorial 
in Mt. Vernon for members 
who are veterans: Tambra 
Cain, Norma Lee Hackney, 
Susan Whitemountain and 
the late Margaret Smith.

A list of items needed for 
the Illinois Veterans Home 
in Anna was available.

An officer and commit-
tee planning meeting was 
planned Wednesday morn-
ing, July 6, at the Vienna 
Carnegie Library.

The first chapter meeting 

for 2022-2023 is planned at 
1 p.m. Friday, Sept. 9, with 
state regent Coe as speaker.

A memorial service, led 
by Chaplain Palmer, was 
held for Charlene Grey 
James and Zella JoAnne 
McRoy. Sandra Boaz gave 
a eulogy for Charlene and 
Loudene Lemme gave the 
eulogy for JoAnne.

Hostesses for the meet-
ing were Carol Palmer 
and Juanita Broyles, who 
provided refreshments for 
the social hour.

Members present were 
Suzan Harvel, Tamms.  
Juanita Broyles, Gorev-
ille.  Sandra Boaz, Ann 
Toler, Anna. Carol Palmer, 
Lillian Milam, Jonesboro.  
Bonnie Hogue, Loudene 
Lemme, Doda Starkey, 
Virginia Street, Vienna.  
Dixie Terry, Marion. Mel-
odie Penrod, Carterville.  
Martha Schwegman, Me-
tropolis. Julia Mowery, 
Buncombe.

Jeeps will leave the post 
at 1 p.m. to start the poker 
run. Stops are scheduled 
in Murphysboro, Marion, 
Creal Springs and Vienna.

Mystify Music is sched-
uled to be at the post from 
7 p.m. to 11 p.m. on July 
16.

Prizes will be awarded 
for the best and worst 
hands.

Registration for the pok-
er run is available online 
at getmeregistered.com/
carrollpfosterpost3455 and 
is to be completed by no 
later than July 14. The cost 
is $20 per person.

The meetings are planned 
Thursday, today, at the post, 
which is located at 70 VFW 
Ln. near Anna.

The Auxiliary plans to 
meet at 6 p.m. A post meeting 
is scheduled at 7 p.m.

Pork Steak Dinner
The post plans to serve a 

pork steak dinner on Friday, 
July 15. Serving is planned 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Pork steak, cheesy pota-
toes, green beans and dessert 
will be served for a donation 
of $15.

The public is welcome. 
Carry outs are available. 
The post suggests that res-
ervations be made, since the 
dinners usually sell out. 

Information about res-
ervations is available by 
calling 833-7737.

Star Karaoke is scheduled 
to be at the post from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m.

Taco Tuesday
Taco Tuesday is planned at 

the post on July 19. Serving 
is scheduled from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Tacos will be served for 
a donation of $2 each.

The public is welcome. 
Carry outs are available.
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AJNB Knights finish baseball season

The AJNB Knights fin-
ished their season Saturday, 
July 2, in the semifinal 
round of the Route 13 base-
ball tournament in Herrin. 
The Knights finished the 
season with a record of 
17-2-1. 

The team advanced to 
the semifinal round after a 
come back victory Friday 
night that extended into 
extra innings, lasting more 
than three hours and ending 
after 11:30 p.m.

After three innings the 
Knights were trailing 8-2. 
The Knights got three runs 
in the bottom of the fourth 
after Bentley Cobb, Luke 
Dallas and Troy “Chaos” 
Beardsley hit back to back 
to back home runs. 

The team was then able 

Wiseman wins
pool title

A n t h o n y  Wi s e m a n 
played in a national pool 
tournament (APA Juniors) 
last weekend in St. Lou-
is and won the green tier 
championship.  

Wiseman plays pool 
in Anna with the South-
ern Illinois APA junior 
league, operated by Joseph 
Fronek.  

All winners and final 
match can be watched on-
line at https://poolplayers.
com/2019-junior-champi-
onships-results-2/.

Former area high school
players continuing careers

Several former area high 
school athletes are still 
competing in sports at the 
collegiate level.

Cobden High School’s 
Noah Franklin is at South-
west Baptist in Bolivar, 
Mo., where he is playing 
basketball.

Anna-Jonesboro’s Bryce 
Bowers is playing football 
at Drake University in Des 
Moines, Iowa.

Other former A-J players 
include:

The Anna Blue Dolphins 
swim team competed Satur-
day, July 9, at the Marion 
Swim-Your-Own-Age In-
vitational.  

Thirty-one Blue Dolphin 
swimmers participated in 
the meet.

Nine teams competed, 
with each swimmer swim-
ming each of the four indi-
vidual strokes.  

The top three finishers in 
each event were awarded a 
bobblehead trophy.  

Swimmers from the Anna 
squad who were among the 
top three finishers included:

Niah Chotner: girls 9 yr, 
25 back 2nd place. 

Nile Chotner: men’s 16 
yr, 50 free 3rd place, 50 
back 2nd place, 50 breast 
2nd place, 50 fly 2nd place.

Luke Dallas: boys 10 yr, 
25 free 3rd place, 25 fly 
3rd place.

Bella Hawk: girls 14 yr, 
50 free 3rd place.

Agent Inman: girls 16 yr, 
50 breast 3rd place.

Isaac Janke: boys 10 yr, 

A-J Elks Lodge golf scramble
will support local scholarships

Anna-Jonesboro Elks 
Lodge No. 1641 is planning 
to sponsor a golf scramble 
on Saturday, July 23.

The golf scramble will 
be played at the Union 
County Country Club 
course in Anna. Tee times 
are set for 8 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. 

Proceeds generated by 
the golf scramble will ben-
efit local schools with four, 
$1,000 scholarships.

One scholarship will be 
available for each high 
school in Union County.

The scholarships are 
for students who want to 
pursue trade or technical 
careers.

The entry fee is $75 per 
player ($300 per team). 

Commentary

Staying in shape key
for all high school sports

By Mike Estel
With the summer in full 

swing, what does a high 
school athlete do to remain 
in shape before the sports 
seasons begins again?

The big thing for a poten-
tial athlete to do is remain 
in shape. For any event, 
especially cross country 
and track, one should have 
a good walk or good run 
daily.

Besides running, wres-
tlers, football, baseball, 
softball, basketball, vol-
leyball and soccer players 
should also visit a weight 
room regularly. Also, those 
involved in shot put or dis-
cus throwing in track should 
be there in the weight room 
as well.

For football, basketball, 
baseball, softball, volley-
ball and soccer players, 
having short sessions of 

AJNB Knights
Members of the AJNB Knights included, in the first row, Ryan Houseman, 

Bentley Cobb, Luke Dallas, Nolan Thurston, Weston Belmont and Logan 
Brumleve. In the second row are Ben Thompson, Sawyer Dawson, Blake 
Wells, Aaron DeMarie, Troy “Chaos” Beardsley, Paxton Boreup and Zander 
Sullens. Photo provided.

to tie the game 8-8 in the 
bottom of the sixth inning 
with two outs off a L. Dallas 
walk and home run by T. 
Beardsley. 

Blake Wells was able to 
keep the Knights alive in 
the bottom of the seventh 
when he hit his first home 
run of the season tying the 
game once again 9-9. 

Weston Belmont looked 
to end the game in the 
bottom of the eighth with 
his first hit of the season 
but was unable to make it 
home extending the game 
another inning. 

The Knights ultimately 
won the ballgame 10-9 
in the bottom of the ninth 
when Cobb scored the win-
ning run off Dallas’s sacri-
fice grounder. 

Their opponent while 
driving the ball to the out-
field was held to singles and 
doubles by outfielders Ryan 
Houseman, Paxton Boreup, 
Logan Brumleve, Sawyer 
Dawson, B. Wells and W. 
Belmont. 

The Knights were back 
on the field less than 10 
hours later where their sea-
son came to an end.

“Chaos” Beardsley led 
the Knights this season with 
40 hits and 8 home runs. L. 
Dallas had 31 hits, 5 home 
runs; Aaron DeMarie 22 
hits, 2 home runs; B. Cobb 
18 hits, 1 home run; B. 
Wells 17 hits, 1 home run; 
Ben Thompson 17 hits; and 
Nolan Thurston-16 hits. 

Thompson’s hits came in 
only 12 games after injury 
sidelined him for the rest of 
the season. 

While unable to play 
Thompson was at every 
game to support his team 
and to make sure no team-
mates got too comfortable 
in his catchers gear.

The Ironmen of the team 
were Logan Brumleve get-
ting hit by 7 pitches during 
the season and Weston 
Belmont getting hit by 6 
pitches, none of which 
seemed to bother the 8 and 
9 year olds.

The boys with the sharp-
est eyes were Z. Sullens 
with 23 walks, P. Boreup 
with 22 walks, B. Cobb 
with 21 walks and S. Daw-
son with 19 walks.

The Knights thanked 
their sponsor, Anna-Jones-
boro National Bank, and the 
Union County SIBSA board 
for a great season.

25 back 3rd place, 25 breast 
3rd place, 25 fly 2nd place.

Aden Lingle: girls 10 yr, 
25 free 1st place, 25 back 
2nd place, 25 fly 3rd place.

Ryker Lingle: girls 6 & 
under, 25 free 2nd place.

Ben Marggraf: boys 13 yr, 
50 free 3rd place, 50 back 
2nd place, 50 fly 3rd place.

Jamison Marggraf: boys 
9 yr, 25 free 3rd place, 25 
fly 3rd place.

Michael Marggraf: boys 
11 yr, 50 free 3rd place, 50 
back 3rd place.

Drue Teske: girls 14 yr, 
50 breast 2nd place.

The Blue Dolphins are 
scheduled to compete in 
meets this week which are 
out of town. 

The team’s final home 
meet of the season is set 
for Tuesday, July 19, at the 
Anna City Pool.

Hunter Ralls, who  is 
playing baseball at South-
east Missouri State Univer-
sity in Cape Girardeau.

Ethan Ames, who is play-
ing baseball at Lewis and 
Clark Community College 
in Godfrey.

Addison Denny, who 
is playing basketball at 
McKendree University in 
Lebanon.

Marlee Smith and Luke 
Lasley are playing golf at  
John A. Logan College in 
Carterville.

Cobden’s Elliott Lown-
des is playing basketball at 
John A. Logan Community 
College.

Hunter Ralls is compet-
ing this summer in baseball 
for the Cape Catfish in Cape 
Girardeau.

The entry fee includes 
four Mulligans, $20 skins 
per team.

The scramble will fea-
ture a maximum 18 teams 
in the morning and 18 
teams in the afternoon. 
Teams will be entered on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis.

Hot dogs and beverages 
will be available during the 
scramble.

An awards presentation 
is planned at Anna-Jones-
boro Elks Lodge No. 1641, 
with food to follow. The 
lodge is located adjacent 
to the country club.

More information is 
available by contacting 
the Anna-Jonesboro Elks 
Lodge at 833-5921.

practicing their moves on 
the court, floor or field with 
their teammates would also 
be helpful. 

From what I’ve observed 
with soccer, those individ-
uals have to be in tip top 
shape, especially the way 
they run all over the field.

Golf wasn’t mentioned 
in getting shape, but walk-
ing good distances will 
help when it comes time to 
walking a course during the 
regular season.

All athletes in any sport 
should be ready to go once 
their respective season be-
gins. This is especially hard 
on a person competing in 
two sporting events at the 
same time. They have to be 
completely on top of their 
game in both sports.

The big key is to be in 
shape for whatever sport or 
sports one is involved with.

Local, state public health official urge 
continued West Nile virus awareness

Local and state public 
officials continue to advise 
the public to be aware of 
concerns related to West 
Nile virus.

As testing for the virus 
continues in Illinois, South-
ern 7 Health Department is 
asking everyone to be on 
the lookout for birds that 
may have died from the 
disease in an effort to track 
infections. 

West Nile virus is trans-
mitted to birds through 
the bite of infected mos-
quitoes.  

Mosquitoes become in-
fected by biting infected 
birds. Birds considered 
for testing by the state lab 
must meet the following 
criteria:

•The bird is dead, but 
the carcass is in good 
condition. Birds should 
be dead no more than 
about 48 hours prior to 
collection, and should not 
show signs of advanced 
decomposition (maggots, 
strong odor, dried or de-
flated eyes).

•The bird shows no sign 

it died of causes other 
than disease.  Birds with 
obvious injuries, such as 
wounds or missing parts 
should not be submitted for 
testing. Likewise, crushed 
carcasses and birds found 
along roadways are not 
acceptable.

•The bird must be one 
that is acceptable for test-
ing. Some acceptable spe-
cies are crows, blue jays, 
grackles, starlings, robins, 
cardinals, sparrows, finch-
es, hawks and owls. Birds 
that will not be accepted 
include pigeons, ducks, 
geese, chickens, other large 
birds and endangered spe-
cies.

Area residents who may 
have a bird which meets 
the  r equ i remen t s  a re 
asked to contact Southern 
7 environmental health 
director Miranda Adams 
at 618-634-2297, exten-
sion 9114. 

The Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, 
reported the first mosqui-
toes to test positive for 
West Nile virus in Illinois 

Anna Blue Dolphin swimmers
compete at Marion Invitational

2.60
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in 2022 were reported in 
late May in Roselle in 
DuPage County. More Illi-
nois counties subsequently 
had reported batches of 
mosquitoes that tested 
positive for West Nile 
virus. 

There are no vaccines 
to prevent or medications 
to treat West Nile virus in 
people. 

Most people infected 
with the virus do not feel 
sick. About one in five 
people who are infected 
develop a fever and other 
symptoms. About one out 
of 150 infected people de-
velop a serious, sometimes 
fatal, illness. 

The risk of contracting 
West Nile virus can be 
reduced by wearing long-
sleeved shirts and long 
pants to prevent mosquito 
bites.

West Nile virus is trans-
mitted through the bite of 
a Culex pipiens mosquito, 
commonly called a house 
mosquito, that has picked 
up the virus by feeding on 
an infected bird. 

Find us online at 
annanews.com
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& Handyman Services
Siding • Windows & Doors • Trim Work • Decks

Soffit • Facia • Flooring • Cabinetry
Insured • Free Estimates

Call us for all your construction needs!
www.facebook.com/bluesconstructionservices/ 29

-3
2G

PC

Visit our website: triplecmeats.com
Open: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

5565 St. Rt. 146 East  • Anna, IL 62906

833-5986 46GTF

Custom ProCessing of
Beef, Pork, goat, sheeP

Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

Happy 100th Birthday
Grandma Davie!

From: Rob, Sharee, Brandon, 
Bethany and Family 31GC

31G

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                                                                  By Suzan Harvel

Birthdays
Happy birthday to my el-

dest grandson, Godfrey. We 
celebrated his 5th birthday 
this weekend and he received 
many gifts and had ice cream 
cake. 

My nephew, Ivan, has a 
birthday tomorrow and will 
be 14. My brother-in-law, 
Chuck, has one on Friday…I 
won’t give away his age, but 
it involves six decades. 

My husband’s aunt, Con-
nie Harvel, also celebrated a 
birthday this past week. Her 
87th. 

Happy birthday to them all 
and prayers for many more 
to come. 

Time Slips Away
Time, it seems, just keeps 

slipping away on me. July is 
the busiest month for birth-
days in our family. There are 
only 11 days without one. 
Three days have two birth-
days on them. 

I once sent cards to ev-
eryone. The card companies 
made a tidy sum from our 
family alone. 

Now I’m lucky to get 
Christmas cards, or even a 
letter, sent out once a year. 

Social media has made it 
too easy just to send a greet-
ing and family news through 
cyberspace.  

I do, however, treasure 
those many old letters that 
others, and now I’ve, kept 
through the years. 

Letters written from my 
three times great-aunt to my 
great-grandmother, some to 
and from my great grand-
mother to other relatives, 
letters Mother and Daddy 
sent to each other while they 
were courting, letters my 
grandmother wrote me when I 
was a young girl, one I mailed 
to my great-grandmother that 
she kept, a letter my father 
wrote me from a war zone, a 
letter my husband sent to my 

parents making his intentions 
known, letters my mother 
received from friends she met 
all over the world, and many 
letters and cards from other 
family, friends, and most 
especially those from my 
children and grandchildren. 

I even have the first tele-
gram I ever received wishing 
me best wishes on my wed-
ding day, sent from a friend 
in England. 

Yes, I’m a bit of a hoard-
er…but give it a few more 
years and those letters, cards, 
and telegrams will be histori-
cal treasures.

Mill Creek News
I also have saved many 

of the late Lucille Mowery 
Smithey’s columns, clipped 
from old Gazette newspapers. 

She wrote about Mill Creek 
news from way back into my 
teens. I have also saved a 
binder full of clipped comic 
strips that apply to mine and 
my family’s lives. 

These tend to be a bit eerie 
in how close they mimic our 
habits and faults. It’s fun to 
look at them and be reminded 
of those odd things that so ob-
viously aren’t done by just us. 

Company
Shirley Harvel had com-

pany over the weekend. Her 
daughter, Tina Moore, and 
husband, Darron, came to 
visit from Poplar Bluff, Mo., 
for the day. Chuck and Martha 
Harvel and their grandchil-
dren also stopped by. 

My daughter, Allison Har-
vel, from Cape Girardeau, 
was also in attendance. 

She came to visit with 
her grandma and to help me 
straighten out a shed. We 
started early, but agreed the 
hour we put in was enough. 
We’ll tackle the rest come 
late September and hopefully 
cooler temperatures. 

Rain Moves In
The rain moved in after-

ward. I was tempted to sing 
the “Happy” song. Our gauge 
showed a little bit over a half 
inch after all was said and 
done. 

The garden sure perked up 
from it. I’m appreciating the 
slightly cooler temperatures 
too. Triple digit temperatures 
were not appreciated by any-
one that I know of.

Bon Kohler also had com-
pany recently. His daughters, 
Gaylen Tunberg and Cheryl 
McKinney, arrived from Cal-
ifornia. 

They brought along with 
them Bon’s granddaughter, 
Alicia Tunberg-Petler, and 
great-granddaughter, Brooke 
Petler. He’s awfully happy 
when his family come to visit. 

Mil l  Creek Bapt i s t 
Church

Mill Creek Baptist Church 
was pleased to welcome vis-
itors Jessica Roberts; her 
parents from Alabama, Scott 
and Sandy Callen; and their 
granddaughter Ariella. 

We were also pleased to 
see Reba Short was well 
again and able to come with 
her son, Dean, and his wife, 
Gail. We’ve missed seeing her 
smiling face. 

Brother Bobby Richard-
son’s message this week came 
from 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, 
which reminds us that the 
Christian life is a warring life. 

We must wage war against 
Satan, for he’ll attack even 

our thoughts. If we start think-
ing wrong, we’ll start acting 
wrong, and then he has gained 
the upper hand.  

We must remember to keep 
handy our weapons of the 
spirit. These are found in 
Ephesians 6:10-17, but we 
especially need to remember 
to use the sword of the spir-
it…which is the word of God. 

We need to turn to God’s 
word first in times of weak-
ness. We might lose a battle 
now and again, but with God’s 
direction we’ll never lose the 
war, because we have our 
victory in Jesus. 

Those new additions to our 
prayer list are Karen Sadler 
who had surgery; Amanda 
Davis and family for unspo-
ken needs; Tina Short and 
T.J. Henderson family for 
travel mercies; Braden Rider 
for guidance with his career; 
Angie Bjork, Claude Richard-
son, Shirley Harvel, Richard 
Harvel, Claude Sadler, Harold 
Sharp, Pauline Neighbors, 
and Sue Starr for health; and 
for Harold Richardson and 
others who were in an acci-
dent Monday. 

Summer Passing Quickly 
School supply lists are 

starting to appear in the stores. 
Summers sure seem to zip 

by pretty fast. I thought they 
were too fast when I was 
a child, then thought they 
lingered forever when I was 
a parent to youngsters, and 
now that I’m a grandma they 
seem to go fast again. It’s yet 
another weird circle of life.

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, July 10, the 
sermon presented by Pastor 
Perry Williams explored 
“Quality of Service” for the 
church. 

The sermon asked: “Are 

you fulfilling God’s calling 
in your life? As Christians 
we should be exemplary, 
encouraging, engaging, en-
thusiastic and enduring.”

The youth presented a 
slide show about their sum-
mer camp. 

Meghan Smith sang the 
special music for the service.

A deacon ordination ser-
vice was held at 2 p.m.

The young people plan 
to go to the concert at Bald 
Knob on Saturday. Some of 
the ladies of the church will 
be going to Angel Cove.

Birthdays: Robin Jack-
son, June 24; Marlee Smith, 
June 28. 

Birthdays: James Brown, 
Jessica Wright, July 1; Kim 
Benefield, July 2; Nick 
Rose, July 3; Lillie Stone, 
July 6; John Turner, July 12; 
Holly Flannigan, July 14; 
Lois Dillow, July 17.

Bible study is planned on 
Wednesday evenings.

Sunday services begin at 
9 a.m. with Bible study. A 
worship service is planned 
at 10 a.m. Evening services 
begin at 6 p.m.

Vacation Bible
School planned
at Anna church

Vacation Bible School 
is planned July 20-23 at 
the Anna Church of the 
Nazarene.

Vacation Bible School is 
scheduled from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon each day. 

The theme will be “The 
Great Investigation: Dis-
covering God’s Plans for 
Our Lives.”

The church says that 
those who attend Vacation 
Bible School will “put on 
detective hats and pull out 
magnifying glasses” as they 
join “The Great Investiga-
tion to track down God’s 
plan for us.”

The church plans to give 
away free school supplies 
on Saturday, July 23.
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201 South Main • Anna, IL  • 618-833-8506
512 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL • 618-833-2922

1002 Public Square • Jonesboro • 618-833-4547

Union County
Abstract Office, Inc.

Chicago Title Insurance Company
Susan T. Holderfield, President

304 West Market Street  • P.O. Box AC
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952

(618) 833-6521

109 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906
833-8755

Located at JR Centre
(618) 833-4956

100 Florsheim Drive • Anna, IL 62906

Need a Tow? Call the Pro!

Cardinal Corner
409 Grand Tower Road

Grand Tower, IL
618-565-1064

Your Hometown Store

Terry & Tina Riley
833-9225 • Anna, IL 

Dishwashers • Refrigerators • Freezers • Washers
Dryers • Ranges • Microwaves • Disposals

The sponsors on this page urge you to attend the church of your choice.

55 N. Elm St. • Alto Pass, IL
(618) 893-2464
www.myfsb.com

Serving the area for over 35 years
Gurley & Son Heating
& Air Conditioning

1540 Old Hwy. 51N • Anna, IL
(618) 833-5211

"Hope to see you in church Sunday"

To support your community Church Page, contact Meta for more details at 1-800-293-4709.

Wright Bros. LLC
d/b/a Rod's Towing

"The Legacy Continues"
Crystal Gurley, Owner

24 Hour
Roadside Service
2297 Rt. 146 West 

833-5937

Community Integrated Living, Inc.
Improving the lives of the

individuals we serve.

201 E. Chestnut St. • Anna, IL

618-833-2500
www.communityintegratedliving.com

400 S. Main • Jonesboro, IL 62952
Phone (618) 833-2494

Fax (618) 833-3868

Bulk & Bag Feed
Pet & Horse Supplies

Home & Garden

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

5565 St. Rt. 146E Jason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

Anna, IL • 833-6300
Mike Jones, Manager 

P.O. Box 136 • Wolf Lake, IL 62998
Email: parts@sewlparts.com

800-626-6046 • (618) 833-5498
Fax: 618-833-7765

Website: www.sewlparts.com

   100 E. Vienna Street  • Anna, IL
833-2151

www.annastate.com

Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around!

115 N. Appleknocker 
Cobden • 893-2252

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

Union County

108 SE Front Street • Dongola, IL 62926
618-827-3451

Serving the community since 1979!
DUTCH GUTTERING

CALL FOR SPRING SPECIALS!
618-351-1881

Seamless Aluminum Guttering
Gutter Clean Outs • Leaf Guards

Roof Repairs • Home Improvement
Service and Repair • Siding & Overhang

We ca
re about your total body health and wellness.

Dr. Jason S. Ozbourn
Chiropractic Physician

101 Transcraft Drive
Anna, IL 62906

Ozbourn Chiropractic Clinic, S.C.
618-833-2179

ozbournchiropractic.com

Duty's Auto Glass
Windshields • Door Glasses
Back Glasses • Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

 
324 Willard Ferry Rd. • Jonesboro

833-2923 or Toll Free 866-759-2923

Basler excavating
& trucking

Demolition,
Clearing,

Basements,
Track Hoe Service

833-7831

Congregational
Christian ChurCh

alto Pass

sunday WorshiP 10:30 a.M.
Pastor - don Cox

1835 E. Vienna St. • Anna, IL
(618) 833-2415

www.pizzahut.com

Dine-In
Carryout
Delivery

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A Sunday morning wor-

ship service was held July 10 
in the church and on Zoom. 

Singing was led by Pas-
tor Randy Wright and the 
worship team. Special mu-
sic was provided by Brian 
Thompson.

The message given by 
Pastor Wright was titled 
“Are You Going His Direc-
tion?” Scripture was from 
Proverbs and the Psalms. 

The message can be lis-
tened to on the church’s 
website at annanaz.com and 
on the Anna First Church 
of the Nazarene Facebook 
page.

Bi r thdays :  Shannon 
Thompson, July 10; Mike 
Smith, July 11; Noah Wise-
man, July 12.

Anniversary: Herman and 
Jessie Wells, July 12. 

Breakfast will be served at 

News from

Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church, Anna

Serena Hasty, Alexandria Keller and Baley Robinson attended Leadership 
Lab at Augustana College in Rock Island the week of June 20. The camp 
experience nurtures a young person’s faith and prepares them to be leaders 
inside their faith community.

Vacation Bible School for both Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church and Salem 
Lutheran Church in Anna is planned July 25-29. Vacation Bible School will 
be at Salem Lutheran Church. Hours will be from 9 a.m. to noon each day. 
Registration information is available by contacting Paula at 618-614-8739. 
Photo provided.

9 a.m. Sunday, July 17.
Sunday School is planned 

at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, July 17.
A morning worship ser-

vice is planned at 10:35 a.m. 
Sunday, July 17. An NYI 
lunch fund-raiser will imme-
diately follow the morning 
service.

A Wednesday night ser-
vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
on July 20 in the sanctuary 
and on Zoom, with the youth 
group meeting and children’s 
Bible quizzing in the fellow-
ship hall. The pastor can be 
texted prior to the meeting 
for the Zoom password. 

Vacation Bible School is 
planned July 20-23, from 
8:30 a.m. to noon each day. 
The theme will be “The 
Great Investigation: Discov-
ering God’s Plans for Our 
Lives.”

The church plans to offer 

free school supplies July 23. 
The church can be con-

tacted by calling the church 
offi ce at 833-6702 and leav-
ing a  message if necessary 
or by calling Pastor Wright 
at 618-534-7103.

Casper reunion
set in Dongola

The descendants of Otto, 
Henry and Elmer Casper, and 
their uncle Daniel Casper, 
plan to gather for a reunion 
on Saturday, Aug. 13.

The reunion is scheduled 
at the Dongola Community 
Center. 

Doors are scheduled to 
open at 10 a.m. for fellowship 
and sharing stories. 

A potluck meal is planned 
at 1 p.m. Plates, cups, sil-
verware and drinks will be 
provided. 

Members and friends of 
the Casper family are invited 
to attend.



SIU nursing students help peers, campus, community
By Christi Mathis

news.siu.edu
Southern Illinois Uni-

versity Carbondale nursing 
students don’t wait until 
graduation to help those 
around them.

SIU’s first accelerat-
ed bachelor of science in 
nursing, BSN, degree stu-
dents are completing their 
training with community 
projects, both on and off 
campus, and several of the 
16-member class already 
have jobs to go to after 
they earn their degrees in 
August. 

Debra Penrod, an assis-
tant professor of nursing 
who is teaching the commu-
nity health course, said the 
projects are a great way to 
give back to the university 
and the community at large, 
a practical way to capsulize 
what the nursing students 
have learned and a wonder-
ful resume booster.

“This is the culmina-
tion of everything they’ve 
learned in nursing,” she 
said.  

“They study, they com-
prehend, they train, they 
evaluate, then they create 
a plan and help people, all 
the while using best med-
ical practices. Now they 
are going to be doing it for 
real. It is the whole learning 
continuum.” 

Students Maggie Kelley, 
Gavin Wells, Alexis Hoag-
land and Kira Marks have 
been working on projects 
to benefit their fellow SIU 
students and the commu-
nity.

The four students were 
planning to have a sun safe-
ty promotion on July 6 at 
Carbondale Park District’s 
Super Splash Park at 625 S. 
Lewis Ln. The event also is 
scheduled on July 19, from 
noon to 6 p.m.

The nursing students 
planned to have an educa-
tional display table offering 
information, handouts and 
possibly sunscreen samples 
to community members. 

They said they were 
looking forward to chatting 
with people, encouraging 

them to wear sunscreen and 
sharing information about 
the harm the sun can cause 
to skin and how to recog-
nize the signs of cellular 
changes and damage. That 
knowledge can save lives, 
they said.

“It’s really rewarding that 
we get to have that impact 
on our local community, es-
pecially people who aren’t 
seeking help or coming into 
a medical facility for care,” 
Kelley said. 

Kelley, of Vienna, and 
her team said they would be 
addressing misconceptions 
such as people of color not 
having to worry about sun 
damage. In fact, darker skin 
tones sometimes mask the 
signs of damage, making it 
more difficult to detect until 
it is more advanced.

After working six years 
as a lifeguard, Wells has 
seen what the sun can do, 
and he and his fellow nurs-
es-in-training were quick to 
choose sun safety, as one of 
four team projects.

Other nursing group proj-
ects are focused on educat-
ing SIU students about the 
hazards of binge drinking, 
including what to do if 
someone loses conscious-
ness, and educating peers 
about sexual health, as well 
as what health services are 
offered on campus through 
the Wellness Center and the 
Student Health Center. 

The three groups are co-
ordinating with the Student 
Center to hold an informa-
tional health fair to present 
their topics to students in 
July. 

Each group is also work-
ing with the Student Health 
Center on a project.

Working with Campus 
Partners to Serve Stu-
dents

Wellness and Health 
Promotion Services, part 
of SIU’s Student Health 
Services, collaborates with 
campus and community 
partners to create a healthy 
and inclusive campus cul-
ture by providing resourc-
es and programming to 
equip students to make 

good choices, said Rachelle 
Ridgeway, interim director 
of Wellness and Health 
Promotion Services and 
associate director of Coun-
seling and Psychological 
Services, CAPS. 

Penrod’s students are 
helping staff do that even 
more effectively in 2022 
and beyond, Ridgeway 
said.

Each spring, SIU stu-
dents are asked to evaluate 
the student health services 
provided and inform staff 
on what services and infor-
mation they want and need. 
That’s where Penrod’s BSN 
students come in.

Ridgeway said she is 
excited to be collaborating 
with students from SIU’s 
nursing program as they 
have applied best health 
practices to help evaluate 
survey responses then plan 
ways to communicate what 
students need to know. 

She said the nursing stu-
dents not only bring to the 
project planning profes-
sional expertise as nurse 
candidates but also personal 
experience as Salukis.

“I think the students re-
ceiving the information will 
appreciate getting it from 
their peers and experts in 
the field,” Ridgeway said. 

“We provide topic-spe-
cific presentations and 
workshops, host infor-
mational campus events 
and partner with campus 
and community entities to 
provide prevention-based 
trainings on a variety of 
topics that impact student 
success. That includes 
physical, nutritional and 
sexual health; alcohol and 
other drug harm reduc-
tion; violence and suicide 
prevention; stress manage-
ment; resilience and coping 
skills and health equity, and 
even healthy eating. And all 
of our services are free to 
SIU students, even if they 
don’t have insurance.”

On a recent morning, 
Hoagland, Marks, Kelley 
and Wells were meeting 
at the Student Health Cen-
ter, creating detailed plans 
for student workshops and 
presentations, and brain-
storming ways to reach 
fellow students through so-
cial media, signage or oth-
er methods with valuable 
health-related information.

“These are things we get 
to write about and share our 
experiences about,” said 
Hoagland, of Edwards.

“We can help them dis-
cover resources we didn’t 
know were available to 
us. There are a lot of free 
resources on this campus 
and in the community, and 
we’re nursing students and 
we didn’t even know about 
them. That’s one of the 
things we’re trying to do 
with the things we’re cre-
ating.”

As an example, Marks, 
of Carbondale, noted that 
many students don’t real-
ize that even those without 
insurance can get treated 
or obtain X-rays or lab 
services for just $10 at the 
Student Health Center.

Three Degree Path-
ways, Rigorous Acceler-
ated Program

SIU launched its bache-
lor of science in nursing de-
gree program in 2019, and 
it offers three degree com-
pletion tracks: the tradi-
tional four-year bachelor’s 
program, the accelerated 
BSN program for qualified 
students who have earned 
at least 70 credit hours and 
the hybrid RN to BSN de-
gree-completion program. 

The traditional BSN pro-
gram will graduate its first 
class in May 2023. 

When in full operation, 
officials anticipate SIU’s 
nursing program will pro-
vide training for about 300 
students over a four-year 
period.

The accelerated BSN 
program, launched in the 
fall of 2021, is concentrated 
and rigorous, essential-
ly covering the advanced 
skills typically taught over 
a three-year period in just a 
year, officials said. 

Penrod said this summer 
the accelerated BSN class 
is completing what would 
typically be the “senior” 
year of their curriculum, ac-
tually their third semester.

Moving forward, plans 
call for continuing to incor-

porate community health 
and SIU Student Health 
Services projects into the 
curriculum for both the 
accelerated and traditional 
nursing student programs, 
Penrod and Ridgeway said. 

For instance, in spring 
2023, traditional nursing 
students will be involved 
with conducting the Stu-
dent Health Services pro-
gramming assessments, for 
which the accelerated BSN 
students can then help de-
velop programming again 
next summer. 

And throughout the 
year, as it fits within the 
schedules of the various 
nursing programs, the nurs-
es-in-training will begin 
assisting Ridgeway and 
Wellness and Health Pro-
motion Services.

Making It Count
While taking classes 

at SIU, the students have 
accumulated a lot of oth-
er practical experience as 
well, and it’s already paying 
off.

Wells and John Young, 
another student in the class, 
assisted staff from Southern 
Illinois Healthcare, SIH, in 
providing free sports phys-
icals at Carbondale High 
School in early June. 

Wells and other students 
assisted with pediatric 
physicals at the Murphys-
boro school district earlier 
this year as well.

A Poplar Bluff, Mo., 
native, Wells had a biology 
degree from another uni-
versity but was excited to 
hear he could complete his 
nursing degree in just a year 
at SIU, a university with a 
great reputation. 

He believes the curricu-
lum and hands-on training 
have prepared him well for 
his plan in the fast-paced 
world of a registered nurse 
in the ICU or emergency 
room.

The mother of a 5-year-
old, Kelley, wants to work 
in a pediatric ICU, ideally 
at Children’s Hospital in 
St. Louis. 

Kelley said it’s important 
to treat parents and children 
the way she would like to 
see her child and herself 
treated. 

Originally a social work-
er, Kelley has always had 
a heart for helping people, 
but after living abroad in It-
aly for several years, she re-
turned to the United States 
and decided to switch to a 

career where her work on 
behalf of her patients was 
more quickly noticeable 
and tangible. She’s happy 
that she can complete her 
degree in a short time at 
SIU.

Hoagland was a biology/
chemistry major, originally 
planning to go into medi-
cine, but became concerned 
that various factors would 
steer her away from her 
preferred areas of specialty. 

As she thought about it, 
she realized that her real 
love is the ICU, and she 
chose a career in nursing 
and SIU’s accelerated BSN 
program. It’s already pay-
ing off, she’s proud to say. 
She has been hired at Me-
morial Hospital in Carbon-
dale, pending competition 
of her degree and passing 
her RN board examinations 
to earn her license. She’ll be 
working in the cardiovascu-
lar intensive care unit.

“It’s pretty exciting,” she 
said. “I’m already doing my 
clinicals there, and they are 
training me in that unit so 
I’ll be fully prepared.”

Marks has also already 
secured an ICU position at 
Memorial Hospital in Car-
bondale, following grad-
uation and licensure, and 
she is likewise doing her 
clinical training at the SIH 
facility. 

She appreciates the in-
tense nature of her intern-
ship and the fact that she 
has been getting hands-on 
experiences. 

She’s currently a patient 
care technician and certified 
medical assistant with SIH, 
but her path to a nursing 
career is unusual.

Marks earned a degree 
in automotive technology 
at SIU in 2009 and worked 
in the industry for several 
years. 

As time went on, she 
sought a profession that 
would give her a secure 
career where she could stay 
in Southern Illinois. 

She had worked as a 
phlebotomist for SIH in 
the past and liked the orga-
nization. As she explored 
her options, she discovered 
the new accelerated BSN 
program.

“I still work with my 
hands, fix things and make 
them work right,” Marks 
said with a laugh. And in-
deed, she’s very excited that 
she will be helping people 
and having a real impact.

Southeast Missouri State
names dean’s list students

Southeast Missouri State 
University in Cape Gi-
rardeau recently announced 
spring semester dean’s list 
students.

Students named to the 
dean’s list earned at least 
a 3.75 grade point average 
on a 4.0 scale, completed at 
least 12 hours of standard 
graded credit, achieved 
no grade below a B and 
received no failing grades 
in enrolled, credit/no credit 
or pass/fail courses.

The following students 
from the Union County 
area were named to the 
dean’s list, as provided by 
the university:

Zoe Fuhrhop of Alto 
Pass. Gracey Lyerla of Alto 
Pass. Amariah Olin of Alto 
Pass. Grace Schroeder of 
Alto Pass.

Raegan Cruse of Anna. 

Savannah Edwards of Anna. 
Crystal McMahan of Anna. 
Brandon Rhymer of Anna. 
Bailey Stearns of Anna. 
Hannah Vaughn of Anna.

Adam Barr of Cobden. 
Morgan Bass of Cobden. 
Karina Flores of Cobden. 
Julia Hall of Cobden. Grace 
Pitts of Cobden.

Zachary  O’Neal  o f 
Dongola. Zach Clardy of 
Jonesboro. Brayden Fitz-
gerald-Deener of Jones-
boro. Madison Goins of 
Jonesboro.

Justyn Harvel of Jones-
boro. Nolan Knupp of 
Jonesboro. Koby McLane 
of Jonesboro. Megan Te-
handon of Jonesboro. Abby 
Williams of Jonesboro.

Maddie Bundren of 
Makanda. Adriana San-
chez of McClure. Autumn 
McMahan of Wolf Lake.

Church notes
change in hours
for food pantry

Salem Lutheran Church 
in Jonesboro recently an-
nounced a change in the 
hours for its food pantry.

The church noted in 
an advertisement that the 
change in the food pantry 
hours will allow it to serve 
the community better.

The new schedule start-
ed in July. The following 
schedule was announced:

First Saturday of the 
month, 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.

Second Tuesday of the 
month, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Third Tuesday of the 
month, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Fourth Tuesday of the 
month, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

The church invites those 
in need to visit the food 
pantry on the announced 
days and times.

The church is located 
at 101 W. Market St. in 
Jonesboro.

The church also hosted 
its last free community 
meal on June 29.Salem Lutheran Church

to host Jerusalem Marketplace
Mt. Moriah Lutheran 

Church in Anna and Salem 
Lutheran Church in Jones-
boro invited area children 
to attend Jerusalem Mar-
ketplace Vacation Bible 
School.

Salem Lutheran Church 
in Jonesboro plans to host 
the event called “Jerusalem 
Marketplace: Where Jesus 
Walked to the Cross” July 
25-29.

Jerusalem Marketplace 
is scheduled to run from 9 
a.m. to noon each day.

Organizers say children 
who attend Vacation Bible 
School “will step back in 
time at Jerusalem Market-
place, exploring traditions, 

food and activities.”
Children and adults will 

“sing catchy songs, play 
teamwork-building games, 
dig into Bible-time snacks, 
visit the Synagogue School 
and collect Bible Memory 
Makers to remind them of 
God’s word.

Everyone also will learn 
“to look for evidence 
of God all around them 
through something called 
God Sightings. Each day 
concludes at Celebration: a 
time of upbeat worship that 
gets everyone involved.” 

More information is 
available by contacting 
Paula at 618-614-8739 or 
Marci at 618-697-3738.

Vacation Bible
School set
at Big Creek

Vacation Bible School is 
planned July 18-22 at Big 
Creek Baptist Church.

Bible School is sched-
uled from 9 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. each day and is open 
to children ages 4 years to 
6th grade.

Big Creek Baptist Church 
is located at 485 Big Creek 
Church Rd., off U.S. High-
way 51 South, south of 
Anna.

More information is 
available by contacting 
Becky Plott at 618-697-
2447 or LaRue Parr at 618-
697-0286.

A brief stop...
An egret made a very brief stop not far from a highway in Union County on 

a recent sunny summer morning.
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Anna News
By Martha Ann Webb

Please have news to me by Sunday night. Email me 
at marthaannwebb@gmail.com, mail to me at 118 W. 
Monroe St., leave news in the back of the green box 
at the right of my front door or call me at 833-5717.

Cathy Ziegler and her siblings, Daryl McCoy, 
Joyce King and Corinne Steveson attended the 
open house on Sunday in Herrin at their cousin’s, 
Leslie Steveson. They were able to visit with their 
cousin and his wife, Paul and Lynn Steveson. 
Pictured from the left are, Paul Steveson, Lynn 
Steveson and Joyce King.

Cathy Ziegler met her family at Bob Evans to celebrate 4th of July. Those 
present were Corinne Steveson, Joyce Metalf, Cathy Ziegler, Rita Downs, 
Ginny Hopkins, Terry Tefft, Judi Nacinovich and Cindy Stacy. Terry was 
visiting from Chicago.

Those helping with the tree survey in Anna were Tom Caldwell, Bev Noble, 
Kathy Tolson, Abigail Dahmer, Dori Bigler and Connor Jerolds. Others 
involved but not pictured were Edward Dahmer, Nancy Caldwell and Emily 
Ehley.   Anna’s tree survey was sponsored by Trees Forever, a conservancy 
group based in Iowa. The purpose of the survey is to identify trees by species, 
location, and condition to aid in monitoring and maintenance. Information from 
the survey will also help with planting decisions and future grant applications.

Visitors from Belleville
Dave and Renee Casper 

Scott of Belleville visited 
on a recent Saturday after-
noon in Dongola with Helen 
Duckworth and son Charles. 

The group made plans for 
the Aug. 13 Casper reunion 
to be held at the Dongola 
Community Center. They 
plan to open the doors at 10 
a.m. with a potluck meal to 
begin at 1 p.m. 

Anna Vista
A special thanks to Kelly 

Carter, director of our Union 
County Housing Authority, 
for staying at Anna Vista 
working to try to get the 
air conditioning unit back 
working as fast as they could 
last week. 

Kelly and the manage-
ment team worked together 
many hours to help get the 
residents where they could 
be safe from the heat. 

Motel rooms were bought 
for those who had no family 
to go live with and they were 
taken there at no charge to 
them. 

There were still some 
places on the ground floor 
that still had air conditioning 

Gary, Andrea, Abigail, Edward Dahmer and Madi 
Hawk went to Navarre beach in Florida, weather was 
great. Had a fantastic time. The first picture is at 
Navarre beach pier. The second picture Madi Hawk 
is between Edward and Abigail Dahmer.

At Ken and Carol Dillow’s farm on Illinois  146 
East in Anna. Ken thought he could put a smile on 
a few faces by planting a field of flowers. They are 
beautiful.

they could also go to. The 
residents were also given 
a $10 ice cream coupon at 
Dairy Queen. 

They were taken very 
good care of through this 
horrible time. It’s sad this 
happened but things do 
break. 

If anyone has ever had 
their air conditioner to break 
you know it is not an instant 
fix. 

Mine went out one time 
and I didn’t have any air 
conditioning for a month 
while I was waiting for a 
new air conditioner to come. 

Star Karaoke
Will be Friday night from 

6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Anna 
VFW. There will also be a 
pork steak dinner from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Call to make 
your reservations to assure 
you get a meal. 

U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church, Anna

Sunday, July 17,  will be 
Christmas in July. Dress for 
Christmas if you would like 
in red and green. Christmas 
songs will be sung. Church 
is at 10:45 a.m. Everyone 

welcome. 
Sunday, Rev. Tim’s ser-

mon was on the Good Sa-
maritan, with scripture from 
Luke. Rev. Tim told the 
children to always be good 
to everyone like Jesus would 
want us to whether rich, 
poor, no matter what their 
color is. We should all be 
nice and help others. 

Special music was the 
hand chimes with Rev. Tim, 
Teri, Chris and Marcy. There 
was an after church fellow-
ship. 

Game night was last Fri-
day in the Family Fellow-
ship Hall. 

Apostolic Lighthouse, 
Cobden

For the month of July 
LTC is having Watermelon 
Wednesday for children 
from 11 and under. It’s a 
mini version of VBS. There 
will be games, activities, 
snacks and Bible stories. All 
children are welcome. 

Last week the kids, took 
bouquets of flowers to the 
rehab facility next to their 
church. It’s better to give 
than to receive. 

Special Thanks
To Margaret Morrow and 

Cassie Kerr for giving me 
credit when they renewed 
their subscription to The 
Gazette-Democrat. 

Red Hat Ladies
Guest speaker will be 

Karen Lawless, director of 
Senior Solutions, at Little 
Egypt Red Hat Ladies din-
ner meeting at El Jalapeno 
in Anna Wednesday, July 
20, at 11 a.m.

Sympathy
Many of you may remem-

ber the lady that gave classes 
a few years back on how to 
make the concrete elephant 
ear plant bird baths. 

Peggy Nannie was her 
name and Peggy also 
worked at Walmart mostly 
with the material. 

I was very sad to learn 
of her death last week. I 
enjoyed making many of the 
concrete elephant ear bird-
baths from her directions. 

You needed a large table 
to work on and a wheel bar-
rel to mix the concrete. I also 
learned there was a mixture 
of concrete that you could 
buy in small buckets that 
was nicer than just mixing 
the concrete. 

I made mine on my round 
picnic table and put carpen-
ter bags to cover the table.

You took the real leaf of 
the elephant ear and put it on 
top of sand you had shaped 
for the elephant ear plant 
to fit on. Then you lay the 
elephant ear  top side down 
so the back of the plant was 
face up. 

Then you put the mixture 
of concrete on top, always 
keeping extra sand to put if 
the concrete mixture got to 
runny and put it around the 
edges of the elephant ear. 
You let  this dry for a couple 
days or week if the  elephant 
ear was very large. Then turn 
it over.

47th Wedding Anniver-
sary 

Willie and Terrie Rhymer 
spent a week in Peyton, 
Colo., visiting their son 
Andy and his friend Melissa 
at their new home. 

They visited Pikes Peak, 
the Royal Gorge, Garden 
of the Gods, The Flying W 
Ranch and touring the area 
and watching the local fire-
works shows. 

On the way home they 
stopped at Lotta Watta Creek 
Restaurant to celebrate their 
47th wedding anniversary.

Softball in Cape
Willie and Terrie Rhym-

er spent Saturday in Cape 
Girardeau, watching their 
granddaughter Ruby Yates 
play softball with the Dia-
mond Doggers girls softball 
team. This was their last 
game of the season. They 
won three out of four games. 

Wedding Anniversary
Saturday evening Willie 

and Terrie Rhymer attended 
the 50th wedding anniver-
sary celebration at Davie 

School Inn for Dwight and 
Sandy Boaz. 

Jeff and Sherri Easter 
Concert

Robert and Amber May-
berry and children of Anna, 
enjoyed the gospel singing 
of Jeff and Sherri Easter at 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School Friday 
evening. 

This is one of their fa-
vorite gospel groups. They 
also got a picture with them. 
Aunts Mary Lazenby Dew 
and Tina Bryant also attend-
ed with them. 

Family Get-Together
Corinne Steveson, Joyce 

Metcalf, Cathy Ziegler, Rita 
Downs, Ginny Hopkins, 
Terry Tefft, Judi Nacinovich, 
and Cindy Stacy. Terry was 
visiting from Chicago. They 
all had dinner at their sister's 
home in Herrin July 4. 

Summer Sundays
Quilts will be featured at 

a Summer Sundays event 
planned from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Sunday, July 24, at the 
Harrison Bruce Historical 
Village at John A. Logan 
College in Carterville. Ad-
mission is free.

The day will feature Quilts 
of Valor demonstrations and 
displays, a quilt showcase 
from local quilters, vendors, 
tours, The Barn Quilter, 
music, refreshments, a kids 
craft corner in the Purdy 
School, spinning, weaving, 
lacemaking, circular knit-
ting machines, ropemaking 
and much more.

Anna Heights Baptist 
Church

July birthdays: 5th Gena 
Gray; 6th Geloria Jerrell, 
Brittany Kane; 8th Jed Mix; 
9th Gentry Quick; 10th 
Richard Lyerla; 11th Larry 
Schramka; 12th Jerry Miller, 
Thomas Watson; 14th Me-
gan Houseman; 15th Glenn 
Heisner, Memphis Morse; 
15th Jaycee Clutts, Donna 
Lyerla, Monnie Simpkins.

July anniversaries: 4th 

JC and Carla Vaca Diez, 5th 
Willie and Terrie Rhymer, 
14th Derek and Melissa 
Thompson, 20th Michael 
and Megan Houseman.

Vacation Bible School is 
planned July 25-29, from 6 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. each day.

The intercessory prayer 
group meets at 8 a.m., Mon-
day through Friday.

The Anna Heights youth 
group and leaders went to 
Passion Camp in Dayto-
na Beach, Fla., which be-
gan July 10 and continues 
through July 15.

Attendance for July 3: 8 
a.m. worship 50. 10:30 a.m. 
worship 132. Small group 
Bible study 181. 6 p.m. 
worship 32.

YAH potluck is Tuesday, 
July 19, at 11. The theme 
is picnic time. Bring side 
dishes that will go with 
hamburgers and hot dogs. 
Gary Roach will provide 
entertainment.

A pool party is planned 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day, July 25, at the Anna 
City Pool.

Operation Christmas 
Child collection for July is 
school supplies.

Pastor Darryl Williams 
started a new sermon series: 
The Gospel According to 
Isaiah. This week: Redemp-
tion Promised.

Sharing Stories
Anna residents Norm and 

Barb Bauer, recently had a 
delightful visit with Davie 
and Carol Lee Holtz Griffith 
in their Bloomington home. 

Carol prepared a lovely 
little “tea” for her visitors, 
but the group was so busy 
recalling life in “Anna-past” 
and sharing stories, the “tea” 
was almost forgotten.  

The former A-J students 
(Barb, Davie and Carol) 
who grew up in Anna were 
delighted to share stories of 
friends and recall memories. 
Norm (Air Force veteran) 
and Davie (Army veteran) 

had notes to compare as 
well.  

Barb Bauer shared how 
PAST and the 2022 Anna-
belle Festival had focused 
on local historical places and 
family stories recently. 

As a Davie/Wiley/Griffith 
family descendant, Davie 
Griffith was pleased to hear 
that the history of his family 
and  Wiley’s Book Store 
lives on as one of Anna’s 
“Timeless Treasures.” 

Carol’s parents were 
Anna business owners as 
well. Carol underscored 
their interest in preserving 
family history, as she shared 
the remarkable Holtz/Grif-
fith Book she authored and 
compiled.

It could be that Davie 
had the last word, however.  
Norm and Barb discovered 
that Davie is quite a talented 
wood-carver.  

Several splendid wood 
carvings grace their shelves. 
The most impressive, how-
ever, was a single little 
wood-carved “work shoe.”  
The replica “work shoe” 
has a shoestring and looks 
worn, but the words on a tag 
best convey Davie Griffith’s 
message: “If you want to 
make footprints in the sands 
of time, you have to wear 
work shoes!.”  Barb Bauer 
said “I can’t help but think 
how that work ethic has 
filtered down through all the 
generations from Davie’s 3 x 
great grandfather Winstead 

H e a t h e r  C a s n e r 
spoke at the chamber of 
commerce meeting last 
Thursday and told about 
plans for a new child 
development center, 
Our World of Learning, 
coming soon to Anna 
where the Plaza Motel is. 
This is wonderful news 
for our city. Heather said 
they might even have 24 
hour service some day 
if it all works out. This 
would sure be so nice 
for people who work 
night jobs. We wish her 
good luck.
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Davie, to the present.”
Just for the ancestry re-

cord: Winstead & Anna 
Davie-Ben and Emily Da-
vie Wiley-Wm.and Mary J 
Grear Wiley-W. Davie and 
Floy Halstead Wiley-Floyd 
and Helen Wiley Grif-
fith-Davie and Carol Holtz 
Griffith. 

Intercultural Exchanges 
(IFYE)  Anna News

By Barbara Bauer
Last week I briefly told of 

meeting Illinoisan Margaret 
Allen Wolf at the IFYE 
Conference in Bloomington, 
and that there is more to the 
story.  

Over the last 65 years our 
paths have crossed a couple 
of times, but we never had 
time for me to learn the 
“whole” story, or ALL the 
stories.

The first fact is that Mar-
garet is descended from the 
Winstead Davie family.  In 
back of my memory is a hint 
that Margaret’s mother was 
from Anna and how Marga-
ret longed to visit here. 

But I had long forgotten 
that.  Not until last week did 
I learn that her mother was 
Lurena Sams Perrine who 
married Theodore Allen.  

Margaret’s grandparents 
were William Morford and 
Augusta Sams Perrine. Her 
great grands were Thomas 
Morford and Mary Ann 
Davie Perrine and her 2x 
great-grands were Winstead 
and Anna Willard Davie.  

Together we (two Anna-
belles) were on the registra-
tion committee for Illinois 
IFYEs hosting the 2022 
national IFYE conference 
in Bloomington.  

We met at the registration 
desk beside a beautiful ar-
rangement of Annabelle hy-
drangeas. (From the Bloom-
ington garden of IFYE Jim 
Schmidt.)

Now comes the other half 
of Margaret Wolf’s story to 
me. (When I returned from 
my IFYE student exchange/
homestay in Turkey in 1957, 
part of my obligation to the 
organization and sponsors 
was to do slide talks, or 
presentations to tell others 
about this cultural exchange 
that promotes peace through 
understanding.)  

Margaret said she was 
a freshman at University 
of Illinois when I spoke 
to the Home Economics 
Club about my homestay in 
Turkey.  

From hearing my pre-
sentation, she decided she 
would apply to the program 
for such an experience.  She 
went from Tazewell County 
in 1961 to The Netherlands.  
That makes her my “little 
sister.”  

Which brings me to one 
more story. So, we were at 
the Marriott Hotel in down-
town Bloomington.  

Nearby was a shop man-
aged by a lady, Cynthia 
Ashbrook.

Quite by accident, an-
other IFYE stopped in her 
shop and told her about the 
meeting.  She was excited 
because her (late) mom had 
been an Illinois IFYE. 

Cynthia made a surprise 
visit to the conference.  Cyn-
thia Ashbrook brought me 
to tears, because it was her 
mom’s presentation that 
influenced me to apply to 
the program. What a small 
world. 

About 1955 Norma Jean 
Hanell (later Ashbrook) 

Keona Johnson, chairman of Bald Knob Cross, 
and Mary McDonald, gatekeeper, welcomed 
everyone July 4 when several people visited the 
Cross and welcome center gift shop. They invite 
everyone to come July 16-17 to Unite at the Cross 
Music Festival 2022.

Karen Lawless, RN, program director, Jackie 
Etherton, OPC, Office Patient Coordinator, 
Casey Huff, LCPC Licensed Clinical Professional 
Counselor, of Senior Solutions at Union County 
Hospital attended the chamber of commerce 
meeting last Thursday and told about their program. 
Karen will be guest speaker at Little Egypt Red Hat 
Ladies at 11 a.m. July 20 at El Jalapeno in Anna. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Tiffany George, executive director, with Brittany 
Taylor, economic development coordinator, for 
Southern Five Regional Planning District and 
Development Commission were guest speakers 
at the Union County Chamber of Commerce and 
Economic Develpment meeting Thursday, July 7.

Stephanie Cox, president of Union County 
Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development, 
with State Sen. Dale Fowler at their dinner meeting 
at The Kitchen on Lafayette last Thursday.

Anna residents Norm and Barb Bauer, recently 
had a delightful visit with Davie and Carol Lee Holtz 
Griffith in their Bloomington home.

At the 2022 annual 
IFYE conference of the 
USA, lifetime association 
member Barbara Boyd 
Bauer,  r ight ,  had a 
surpr ise  v is i t  w i th 
Cynthia Ashbrook of 
Bloomington. Ashbrook 
is the daughter of the 
late Norma Jean Hanell 
Ashbrook, who played a 
leading role in the 1957 
international homestay 
experience of Barbara 
Bauer. The international 
dress worn by Bauer 
is from the country of 
Tajikistan. It was a gift 
from the parents of 
Nickolay Schwarz who 
lived with the Bauers in 
2002.

Wi l l ie  and Terr ie 
Rhymer  have  been 
spending their 47th 
wedding anniversary in 
Colorado Springs with 
their son Andy who just 
moved there. They are 
enjoying seeing Pikes 
Peak  and en joy ing 
Garden of the Gods in 
Colorado Springs.

came from McLean County 
to a Union County 4-H Ral-
ly to give her presentation 
about living with families 
in Sweden.  

I thought that sounded 
like the mountain-top of 
4-H experiences, to live in 
a family in another culture.  
I was intimidated to think 
that I wasn’t up to it, and 
long-time teacher, 4-H lead-
er and youth mentor Mary 
Keith said, “Of course you 
can do that.”  And she never 
stopped encouraging me.  
And that is how “genera-
tions” of mentoring go on.

I later married IFYE 
“brother” Norm Bauer and 
for 65 years we have con-
tinued to participate in and 
encourage the host family 
cultural exchange that seeks 
peace through understand-
ing.   

We have hosted over 100 
internationals in our home 
and continue our “family” 
ties around the world. Ap-
plicants and host families 
are always needed.

Television Listings
THURSDAY JULY 14, 2022

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Home Run
(Live)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Westworld (HD) “Freaky” Body
swap.

“Shooter”

:30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City “Stillwater”
(‘21) A fa ther
helps his es -
tranged daugh -
ter.

7 PM Press Your Luck
(HD)

Young MasterChef
(HD)

Law & Or der
(HD)

ESPN Orig i nal Bang (HD) Chrisley Big City “Fan tas tic
Beasts: The Se -
crets of
Dumbledore”
(‘22)

“The Next
Three Days”
Jail break for
love.

:30 Ghosts Bang (HD) Chrisley Big City

8 PM Gen er a tion Gap
(HD)

Big Brother (HD) Wel come to Law & Or der:
SVU

ESPN Films
(HD)

Bang (HD) Chrisley Jessie

:30 Call Me Bang (HD) Aus tin Jessie

9 PM The Fi nal Straw
(HD)

Bull Trial con sul -
tant.

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Or ga nized Crime
(HD)

Fron tal Chrisley Big City (:15) aa “The
Snow man” (‘17) 
Snow fall killer.

Su preme Team
(HD):30 Fron tal Chrisley Big City Irma Vep

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Chrisley Mi rac u lous Mind Over Mur -
der

The Chi (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Miz & Mrs Mi rac u lous

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Young Chrisley Jessie Pause aa “The Un -
born” (‘09)

Flatbush

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Aus tin Jessie “The Janes” We Hunt

FRIDAY JULY 15, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Sum mer
League (Live)
(HD)

Dad (HD) NASCAR BUNK’D (:05) Westworld
(HD)

“Trans form ers”
(‘07)

aac “The
Con trac tor”:30 Dad (HD) Aus tin BUNK’D

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) S.W.A.T.
“Madrugada”

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(Live) (HD)

Amer i can Ninja
War rior “Qual i fi -
ers 5" (HD)

“Aquaman”
(‘18) Search for
an cient power
source. (HD)

Track & Field
(Live)

Vil lains Westworld (HD) aa “Ouija”
Dark pow ers
awaken.

Su preme Team
(HD):30 Ul tra

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Mag num P.I.
(HD)

Top Rank Box -
ing “Barboza Jr.
vs. Zorrilla”
(Live)

Ra ven aac “The
Heat” (‘13) Part -
ners clash. (R)
(HD)

“Pulp Fic tion”
(‘94) A day in
the crimes of
Los An geles.

:30 Jessie “Hol low Man”
(‘00) The man
van ishes. (HD)9 PM Blue Bloods

(HD)
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Date line NBC Jessie

:30 ac “Fan tas tic
Four” (‘15)
Team with pow -
ers.

BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal “Tomb Raider”
(‘18) Daugh ter’s
mis sion. (HD)

Vil lains TBA (HD)

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Ul tra To Be An -
nounced

aaa
“Bloodsport”
Man com petes.

(:35) Su preme
Team11 PM SportsCenter

(HD)
Ra ven

:30 Night line Corden Lo cal Late Night Fron tal Jessie Edge The Chi

THURSDAY
7:30pm

CBS Ghosts A close group of ghosts that re -
sides in a ren o vated coun try side es tate un ex -
pect edly stum ble upon a liv ing per son who
can see and hear them. TVPG (HD)

8:00pm
NBC Law & Or der: Spe cial Vic tims Unit An 
elite squad of New York City Po lice De part -
ment de tec tives must in ves ti gate a se ries of
sex u ally ori ented crimes through out the city to 
serve jus tice. TV14 (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

CBS S.W.A.T. “Madrugada” Hondo al lies
with a lo cal po lice of fi cer in Mex ico to em bark
on a risky res cue mis sion; Hick con tem plates
the pos si bil ity of per ma nently dis solv ing the
team. TV14 (HD)

ABC Shark Tank En tre pre neurs from New
Jer sey pres ent their por ta ble de sign for the
beach; an en tre pre neur from Cal i for nia shows
the Sharks her all-in-one meal prep sys tem.
TVPG (HD)

7:00pm
HBO Last Night in Soho aaa (2021,
Drama) Thomasin Mckenzie, Amieé
Cassettari. An as pir ing fash ion de signer mys -
te ri ously en ters the 1960s and co mes across a 
wannabe singer, but she re al izes that a life of
glam our is not what it seems. R

8:00pm
DISN The Ghost and Molly McGee “The
Lucky Penny; Lock, Stock, and Peril” Libby
gets help from Molly and Scratch as she tries
to turn her luck around on Fri day the 13th;
Molly and Scratch search for help. TVY7

SATURDAYSATURDAY JULY 16, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Lo cal MLB Base ball
“Re gional Cov -
er age-Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Sum mer
League

Bur gers IMSA Sports Car Big City “The King’s
Man” (R)

“The Avi a tor”
(‘04)

The Chi (HD)

:30 Lo cal Lo cal Bur gers Big City

7 PM Vid eos (HD) Su per star Rac -
ing (Live)

Trans plant (HD) NBA Sum mer
League “Teams
TBA” (Live) (HD)

Bur gers Track & Field
(Live)

Big City “Last Night in
Soho” (‘21)
Fash ion de -
signer.

“Wait ing...”
(‘05) Quirky wait
staff.

“Braveheart”
(‘95, Drama) A
Scot tish hero
leads a re bel -
lion. (R) (HD)

:30 Bur gers Big City

8 PM Claim To Fame
(HD)

Track & Field
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D. “In -
stinct”

The Ghost

:30 Bang (HD) The Ghost “Still Wait ing”
Ri val res tau rant.9 PM The Fi nal Straw

(HD)
48 Hours (HD) Lo cal Pro grams In ter na tional

Champ. Cup
“Teams TBA”
(Live)

Bang (HD) Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City To Be An -
nounced:30 Bang (HD) Big City

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Name That Tune
(HD)

Lo cal “xXx” (‘02) Vin
Die sel. Out law
se cret agent.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Big City Westworld (HD) (:05) “47 Ronin”
(‘13, Ac tion)
Samurais bat tle.

Su preme Team
(HD):30 Sat. Night Live

Sketch com edy.
Mi rac u lous

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Mi rac u lous To Be An -
nounced

The Chi (HD)

:30 Mi rac u lous

THURSDAY

MONDAY JULY 18, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Base ball To night
(HD)

Young Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

“Zom bies 2"
(‘20) At tend
prom.

(5:00) “Movie” “Cloverfield”
(‘08)

(5:00) “Set It Off”
(‘96):30 Lo cal Young

7 PM The
Bachelorette
(HD)

Neigh bor. Don’t (HD) Amer i can Ninja
War rior En dur -
ance course.

2022 Home Run 
Derby (Live)

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (Live) 
(HD)

“Movie” “Hol low Man”
(‘00) The man
van ishes. (HD)

(:05) The Chi “On
Me”:30 Bob Hearts Bang (HD) Vil lains

8 PM NCIS An other
party.

Beat Shazam
(HD)

Bang (HD) Ul tra Su preme Team
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Ra ven

9 PM (:01) Claim To
Fame

NCIS: Hawai’i
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Weak est Link
(HD)

ESPN Films
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City “Movie” (:55) “The
Empty Man”
(‘20) Dis ap pear -
ances.

aa “Fail ure to 
Launch” (‘06)
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Miz & Mrs Mi rac u lous

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Dad (HD) (:31) Track &
Field (Live)

Mi rac u lous (:40) The Chi “On
Me”11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Bur gers Jessie “Movie” aac “The Ru -

ins” (‘08):30 Night line Corden Late Night Bur gers Jessie We Hunt

TUESDAY JULY 19, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams FOX Pregame
(Live)

Lo cal Pro grams (1:00) PGA
Cham pion

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City (5:00) “Movie” aa “God’s Not
Dead”

“Sou ve nir”

:30 Bang (HD) Big City We Hunt To -
gether7 PM Feud (HD) FBI “Know Thy -

self”
MLB Base ball
“Teams TBA”
(Live) (HD)

Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent Tal ent
search. (HD)

NBA (HD) Bang (HD) WWE NXT
(Live) (HD)

Big City “Movie” “Lit tle Man”
Out law plays a
baby.:30 (:40) 2022 NBA

Play offs
Bang (HD) Big City ac “Dead -

lock” Hos tage
sit u a tion.8 PM Judge Steve

Harvey
FBI: In ter na -
tional

Bang (HD) BUNK’D

:30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D “Ex cess Bag -
gage” (‘97) A
bo gus ab duc -
tion.9 PM The Rookie “Hit

List”
FBI: Most
Wanted

Danc ing with My -
self

Bang (HD) (:05) Love Is land 
Sin gle peo ple.

Big City “Movie” The Chi “On Me”
(HD):30 Last O.G. Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Last O.G. Mi rac u lous Flatbush

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young (:35) Track &
Field (Live)

Mi rac u lous “Let Him Go”
Grand son res -
cue.

aaa “Orig i -
nal Kings of
Com edy”11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Young Ul tra “Movie”

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Ul tra

WEDNESDAY JULY 20, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams (1:00) PGA
Cham pion

Bang (HD) SVU (HD) Big City (5:00) “Movie” “Bloodsport”
(‘88) (R)

“The Ter mi na -
tor” (‘84) Cy -
borg as sas sin.
(HD)

:30 Bang (HD) Track & Field
(Live)

Big City

7 PM 2022 ESPYS
Year in sports.

Big Brother (HD) MasterChef
(HD)

Chi cago Med
(HD)

2022 Stan ley
Cup Play offs

Bang (HD) Big City “Movie” aac “The
Wood” Vis it ing
the past.:30 Bang (HD) Big City

8 PM The Chal lenge:
USA

Think You Can
Dance

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Bang (HD) Magic “Pay check”
(‘03) Wiped
mem ory puz zle.
(HD)

:30 Bang (HD) (:48) “You, Me
and Dupree”
(‘06, Com edy)9 PM S.W.A.T. “27

Da vid”
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Bang (HD) Big City “Movie”

:30 2022 Stan ley
Cup Play offs

Fron tal Big City

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fron tal Miz & Mrs Mi rac u lous “Zola” (‘21) Trip 
to Florida. (HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Young Aus tin Mi rac u lous “The Avi a tor”
(‘04) Texan’s
life.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Young Law & Or der:

SVU
Vil lains “Movie”

:30 Night line Corden Late Night Young Vil lains “Mon day”

SUNDAY
7:30pm

FOX The Great North “Saved by the Spells
Ad ven ture” Judy de cides to re launch the leg -
end ary se cret so ci ety, the Saved by the Spells; 
Hon ey bee and Wolf’s week goes wild; Moon
makes a new friend over his CB ra dio. (HD)

8:00pm
CBS The Equal izer “The King dom” Mc Call
gets un wanted at ten tion from a for eign gov -
ern ment’s in tel li gence agency; a fel low de tec -
tive be comes is charged with in ves ti gat ing the
Equal izer. TV14 (HD)

MONDAY
7:00pm

NBC Amer i can Ninja War rior Par tic i pants
from all across the na tion travel to take on one
of the world’s most chal leng ing en dur ance
courses, hop ing to com plete the chal lenge at
all. TVPG (HD)

7:35pm
DISN The Vil lains of Val ley View “The Two
Jakes” Vic’s jeal ousy leads him to cre ate a vil -
lain ous clone of Jake af ter Jake starts spend -
ing more time bond ing with Celia’s new
boy friend, Rob ert. TVY7

9:05pm
USA Love Is land Host Arielle Vandenberg
wel comes a group of 10 at trac tive sin gle peo -
ple to an idyl lic beachside villa in Fiji, where the 
sin gles are put into cou ples. (HD)

9:30pm
TBS The Last O.G. An ex-con is shocked by
world changes which have oc curred dur ing his 
sen tence, and he at tempts to find a way to re -
build a con nec tion with his es tranged fam ily.
TVMA

TUESDAY

7:00pm
ABC 2022 ESPYS NBA star Ste phen Curry
hosts as re nowned ath letes gather to cel e -
brate the year in sports and in spir ing hu man i -
tar ian ef forts through a se ries of awards.

8:00pm
DISN Dis ney Sum mer Magic Quest Host
Yvette Nicole Brown wel comes stars who
com pete in a spe cial quest as two teams race
around the world and be yond in all four neigh -
bor hoods of EPCOT. TV G

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY JULY 17, 2022
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX SHOW

6 PM Claim To Fame
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) Beat Shazam
(HD)

Who Do You
(HD)

2022 MLB
First-Year Player 
Draft (Live)

“In tel li gence”
(‘16)

Aus tin Big City “Last Night in
Soho” (‘21)
Fash ion de -
signer.

(5:30) aaa
“Land” (‘21)

(4:55) “Shooter”
(‘07):30 Aus tin Big City

7 PM Feud Teams
com pete.

Big Brother (HD) Simp sons Amer ica’s Got
Tal ent “Au di -
tions 6" (HD)

Bang (HD) Track & Field
(Live)

“De scen dants
2" (‘17) Life in
Auradon. (HD)

aaac
“Spare Parts”
(‘15) Ro bot com -
pe ti tion.

We Hunt To -
gether:30 North (HD) Bang (HD)

8 PM The Fi nal Straw
(HD)

The Equal izer
(HD)

Bur gers Bang (HD) Westworld (HD) The Chi “On Me”
(HD):30 Fam ily Guy Bang (HD)

9 PM Pyr a mid (HD) NCIS: L. A. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Track & Field
(Live)

SportsCenter
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Ra ven The An ar chists
(HD)

(:55) “Long
Shot” (‘19)
Writer & dip lo -
mat. (HD)

Su preme Team
(HD):30 Bang (HD) BUNK’D

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

“Cen tral In tel li -
gence” (‘16)
Un likely part -
ners.

Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City Westworld Flatbush

:30 SportsCenter
(HD)

Big City (:50) The An ar -
chists

The Chi “On Me”
(HD)11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Law & Or der:

SVU
Big City “News of the

World”:30 (:35) Lo cal Lo cal Big City Westworld Flatbush

MONDAY
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For Sale
FIBERGLASS FOR SALE: 
Corrugated, 26" wide, 
8/10/12 ft. long, 8 ft. equals 
$6.50. 12 ft. equals $10.00. 
Large supply, all colors. Call 
(618)-827-4737.

gptfn

FOR SALE: 2005 PT Cruis-
er. Runs, 125K miles, needs 
work. $750.00 obo. Text 
(618)-855-0912.

tfn

FOR SALE: Tomatoes, 
canning beets, cukes, squash. 
Wing Hill Farm, 3050 Wing 
Hill Road, Cobden, (618)-
833-0518..

31-32gpc

For Rent
FOR RENT DONGOLA: 
16x80, 3 bedroom mobile 
home, all electric. $600.00 
per month. Call (618)-697-
8407.

21p-22g tfn

Help 
Wanted

HELP WANTED: Looking 
for full and part-time Custodi-
ans for Shawnee Community 
College in Ullin. Apply at 
Main Campus front desk. 
Phone (618)-634-3200, ext. 
3436.

51gpc tfn

HELP WANTED: House-
keeper needed 2x per month.
Anna. Call (618)-614-2033.

30-31gp

City of Anna, 
Full-Time/Part-Time 

General Laborer

The City of Anna, IL is 
accepting applications for 
the position of a Full-Time/
Part-Time General Laborer.  
This position will involve 
the ability to perform general 
maintenance tasks.  Mainte-
nance experience is preferred, 
a minimum age of 18, and 
a valid driver’s license is 
required. Eligible candidates 
must pass a medical and 
criminal background check, 
as well as reside within 30 
minutes of the corporate 
limits of Anna.  An hourly 
rate of $17.51 per hour, aver-
aging approximately 25 to 30 
hours of weekly work, with 
a limited benefit package are 
included.  Applications will 
be available for interested 
candidates at Anna City Hall 
or online at cityofanna.org. 
Please return resume and em-
ployment application to the 
Human Resources Depart-
ment at Anna City Hall, 103 
Market Street Anna, IL 62906 
or by email to aguined@
cityofanna.org. Position will 
remain open until filled. EOE.

31-32g

Wanted
ARROWHEADS! Amateur 
Archeologist is obsessed with 
the hobby. I am building a 
museum of artifacts from 
Missouri & Illinois, and 
would like to buy individual 
finds or whole collections. 
ALSO, looking for sites to 
buy or lease that have a lot 
of "flint". Happy to answer 
any questions! Call Sean, 
(314)-608-2692.

52p-1g tfn

YARD    
SALE

YARD SALE: 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m., every Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday & 
Friday, at 105 West Maple 
Street, Cobden, for the du-
ration of the summer. Fresh 
vegetables and flowers.

23p-24g tfn

YARD SALE: Saturday, 
July 16, 7 a.m. to ??? 110 
Peach Drive, Anna. Rain or 
shine. Variety of new & used 
treasures. 31gc

YARD SALE: 105 Virginia 
Drive, Jonesboro. Thursday, 
July 14, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Friday, July 15, 7 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and Saturday, July 16, 
7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 31gc

YARD SALE: 401 Williford 
Road, Jonesboro. Friday, July 
15, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. and Sat-
urday, July 16, 7 a.m. to ???

31gc

Business
DUCKWORKS LAWN 

CARE:
(618)-201-5712

MOWING IS WHAT 
WE DO!

Free Estimates!
Other Services: 
Landscaping, 

Power Washing
www.duckworkslawn.com

gptfn

WEBB'S LAWN CARE 
LLC:

Mowing, Weedeating, 
pressure washing, 
general lawn care.

Call today for a 
Free Estimate.
(870)-595-4425

4p-5g tfn

GROSS BUSTERS 
EXTERIOR CLEANING:

• House Washing
• Roof Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning
• Deck Staining
CALL TODAY!
(618)-697-5968

Grossbustersil.com
11p-45gpc

BENJAMIN 
Professional Services 
offers Bush Trimming 
Underbrush Clearing 
Fallen Tree Removal 

Mulching! 
FREE QUOTES! 

Call/Text 618-499-9091
E-mail ben.coleson@

gmail.com
23p-31gc

Public 
Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE  FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF
SHIRLEY SPURLOCK,

DECEASED.
IN PROBATE

NO. 2022-PR-14

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to 
creditors of the death of 
Shirley Spurlock, of Anna, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on June 22, 2022, 
to Brenda Carol Mayberry, 
100 Mimosa Drive, Anna, 
IL  62906, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is 
Elvis C. Cameron, 205B N. 

Main St., Anna, Illinois.
Within 42 days after the 

effective date of the original 
Order of admission, you may 
file a petition with the Court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses in 
open Court or other evidence, 
as provided by Section 5/6-21 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/6-21.)

You also have the right, 
under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-
1), to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition 
with the Court within six (6) 
months after admission of the 
Will to probate.	

The estate will be admin-
istered without Court super-
vision unless, under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, 
Par. 5/28-4), any interested 
person terminates Indepen-
dent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering 
a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of this Court.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the Office of 
the Clerk of this court at the 
Union County Courthouse, 
309 W. Market St., Jonesboro, 
Illinois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on or 
before December 30, 2022, 
or if mailing or delivery of a 
notice from the Executor is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State 
of Illinois, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claim not 
filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant 
to the Executor and to the 
attorneys within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Dated:  June 23, 2022.
			 

BRENDA CAROL 
MAYBERRY

CAMERON LAW FIRM, 
LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR 
INDEPENDENT 

EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS  62906
PHONE:  618-833-2220

ARDC#  6244394
29-31g

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
CIRCUIT COURT 
UNION COUNTY 

PUBLICATION NOTICE 
OF COURT DATE FOR 
REQUEST FOR NAME 

CHANGE 
(MINOR CHILD) 

REQUEST OF: 
KIMBERLI LORI ALSIP
TO CHANGE NAME OF 

MINOR CHILD
2022-MR-2 

There will be a court date 
for Request for Name Change 
(Minor Child) for Hunter 
Joseph Goodwin to the new 
name of: Hunter Joe Dallas 
Alsip. The court date will be 
held on Wednesday, August 
10, 2022, at 11 a.m. at 309 
W. Market Street, Jonesboro, 
Illinois, Union County, In 
courtroom 1. 

Kimberli Alsip
29-31g

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION   

PLAINTIFF,
v.

KIRK W. ADAMS; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS;
DEFENDANTS.

CASE NO.: 2022FC10

PROPERTY ADDRESS:
105 E ASH ST. 

COBDEN, IL 62920

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

The requisite affidavit for 
publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given to you:

KIRK W. ADAMS 
UNKNOWN OWN -

ERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS 

that Plaintiff commenced 
this case in the Circuit Court 
of Union County against you 
and other defendants, for 
foreclosure of a certain mort-
gage lien recorded against 
the real estate described as 

follows:
SITUATED IN THE CITY 

OF COBDEN IN UNION 
COUNTY ILLINOIS; LOT 
7,8, AND 9 IN BLOCK "G" 
IN WILEYS ADDITION 
TO THE TOWN (NOW 
VILLAGE) OF COBDEN;

Common Address: 105 E 
ASH ST. COBDEN, IL 62920

PIN: 14-00-09-972
Said mortgage was exe-

cuted by KIRK W. ADAMS, 
as mortgagor(s) and U.S 
BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION , as mortgagee, 
on 3/7/2014 and recorded in 
the Office of the Recorder of 
Deeds of Union County, Illi-
nois as Document Number .

E-filing is now mandatory 
for documents in civil cases 
with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create 
an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit http://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service 
provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/geth-
elp.asp or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.

Unless you file your 
Appearance and Answer/
Response in this case in 
the office of the clerk of 
this court by 08/15/2022 A 
JUDGMENT OF FORE-
CLOSURE OR DECREEE 
BY DEFAULT MAY BE 
ENTERED AGIANST YOU 
FOR THE RELIEF ASKED 
FOR IN THE PLAINTIFF’S 
COMPLAINT.  

Robertson Anschutz 
Schneid Crane & Partners, 

PLLC
205 N. Michigan Suite 810

Chicago, IL 60601
Phone: (561) 241-6901

E-mail: ILmail@raslg.com
File: 22-013386

THIS COMMUNICA-
TION IS FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.

8221-924995
31-33g

BID NOTICE 

Sealed bids will be re-
ceived at the City of Anna, 
103 Market Street, Anna, 
IL 62906 until Tuesday, 
August 16, 2022 at 4PM for 
the following: SALE OF 
SURPLUS REAL ESTATE 
LOCATED AT:

109 CASEY STREET, 
ANNA, ILLINOIS. PIN#14-
00-08-640

204B EAST VIENNA 
STREET, ANNA, ILLI-
NOIS. PIN#14-00-08-529

623 E HIGH STREET, 
ANNA, ILLINOIS. PIN#14-
00-08-887.

Questions shall be di-
rected to Dori Bigler, City 
Administrator, at dbigler@
cityofanna.org. All bids must 
be received prior to the date 
and time shown above. No 
late bids will be accepted. All 
received bids will be opened 
at the regularly scheduled 
Council Meeting on August 
16, 2022 at 5 p.m.

31-33g 

Requests for Bids

Demolition Contract

The Village of Pulaski 
will be taking sealed bids 
for demolition of Three (3) 
vacant properties. A bid 
opening will be held at the 
Pulaski Village Hall at 10:00 
a.m. July 29, 2022. All bids 
must be received by Village 
of Pulaski, P.O. Box 193, 
260 E Commercial Avenue, 
Pulaski IL, 62976, C/O PU-
LASKI DEMO by 10 a.m., 
July 29, 2022. No bids will 
be considered after the bid 
opening on July 29, 2022. 
Bid documents may be ob-
tained at the Pulaski Village 
Hall, 260 E Commercial 
Avenue, Pulaski, IL 62976, 
or Southern Five Regional 
Planning District, 5 Justice 
Drive, Ullin, IL 62992. For 
any additional information, 
you may contact Gaila Lasley 
at (618)-845-9000.

31gp

The Gazette-Democrat
Classified Section

Phone: 618-833-2158 • Fax: 618-833-5813
E-mail: news@annanews.com

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds....................................30¢ per word

$6.00 minimum for each prepaid ad per week
$3.00 additional if ad is charged

Bold Face 35¢ per word

AD DEADLINE IS 11:00 A.M. TUESDAY

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch..................................................$12.50

help wanted 
Needing to hire an office assistant for 
Reppert Publications. No phone calls 
please.
Apply in person at 112 Lafayette Street, 
Anna, IL, or online at:

jlreppert@annanews.com
katynews618@gmail.com 27GPTFCD

Wanted: Taking applications 
for the mailroom

Apply at:
 The Gazette-Democrat 

112 Lafayette Street 
Anna, Illinois 62906

Apply for Mailroom.

(No phone calls please)

Garden of the month
The Anna-Jo Garden Club has honor Myrtle Wolford of 111 Highmore St. 

in Anna with the club’s garden of the month award for July. The garden club 
stated that “her beautifully landscaped front yard, which included an American 
flag, completed a charming picture. Among her flowers and plants were, to 
name a few, potentilla scrubs, crepe myrtle, oak leaf hydrangeas, clematis 
and arborvitae. A walk around to the back of the house revealed a peaceful 
shade garden. A table and chairs setting invites one to sit and enjoy the view 
of colorful flowers, mixed with huge hostas planted around a small tree.” 
Anna-Jo Garden Club representatives Sylvia Soileau and Marge Selinger 
presented the garden of the month sign to Myrtle to be displayed in her yard 
for the month of July. Photo provided.

Information sought about picture
Union County resident Linda Hileman was given this picture with only 

the teacher identified as Colin Penninger. The picture shows “Davie Grade 
V 1940-41.” Hileman is asking people to help identify those in the picture. 
Information can be sent to hileman14@frontier.com.
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Obituaries Afton Davidson
Afton Davidson, 98, of 

Anna, died Thursday, July 
7, 2022, at Union County 
Hospital in Anna.

She was born on Aug. 20, 
1923, in Union County, the 
daughter of Grace Phillips 
and Jesse Kelley.

She married Harry Da-
vidson on Oct. 3, 1947. He 
preceded her in death on 
Sept. 3, 2003.

Throughout her career, 
she was a homemaker. In 
her spare time, she loved 
flowers, gardening, writing 
and spending time with her 
grandchildren.

Survivors include daughters Joyce (Dewaine) Prater 
of Anna and Karen (Wayne) Taylor of Murphysboro; 
grandchildren David (Kim) Prater of Anna, Jimmy 
(Christel) Prater of Destin, Fla., Daniel (Patricia) Prater 
of Louisburg, N.C., Angela Rojas of Crab Orchard and 
Anita Lucatero of Carbondale; great-grandchildren Kyler 
Washington, Kaitlyn Zimmerman, Kameron Zimmerman, 
Noah (Katy) Prater, Mahala (Dawson) Montfort, Dale 
Prater, Nolan Prater, Will (Dayna) Hopkins and Tori 
(Cameron) Williams; great-great-grandchildren Finley 
Montfort, Maddie Hopkins, Chloe Hopkins, Aaron Hop-
kins, Ben Williams and Hazel Williams; and many other 
relatives and friends. 

Along with her husband, she was preceded in death by 
her parents; a daughter, Anita Davidson; grandsons Larry 
Rojas and Stephan Rojas; sisters Louise Kelley and Ruth 
Kelley; and brothers Grant Kelley, Wayne Kelley and 
Leon Kelley.

Funeral services for Afton Davidson were Monday, July 
11, at 1 p.m. at Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jonesboro, 
with Pastor Lonnie Lewis officiating. Interment followed 
in the Anna City Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church 
in Anna.

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-
boro was in charge of arrangements.

Daniel A. Niffenegger
Daniel A. Niffenegger, Ph.D., 92, of 

Lexington, Ky., died Tuesday, July 5, 2022, 
at Baptist Health Hospital in Lexington.

He was born on April 7, 1930, in Grin-
nell, Iowa, the son of Ora and Virginia Paterson Niff-
enegger.

He married Elnor Vermeer Niffenegger in 1953. She 
preceded him in death in 2016. He married Irene H. 
Niffenegger in 2017.

He earned his bachelor of arts degree from Iowa State 
University, a master’s degree from Montana State Univer-
sity and his Ph.D. from Iowa State University.

He was a veteran who served in the U.S. Air Force.
He was a statistician and agronomist administrator. 

He attended Trinity Hill United Methodist Church in 
Lexington, Ky.

Survivors include a daughter, Jill (Geof) Skinner of 
Cobden; a son, Donn (Debbie) Niffenegger of Warren, 
Mich.; grandchildren David (Frances) Niffenegger, Daniel 
Niffenegger, Douglas (Gillian) Niffenegger, Derek (Lau-
ra) Niffenegger, Nathaniel Skinner and Rachel Skinner 
(Matthew Hatfield); great-grandchildren Geoffrey H. 
Skinner, Henry Niffenegger, Liam Niffenegger, Arthur 
Niffenegger, Peter Niffenegger, Kenzie Niffenegger and 
Eleanor Niffenegger; other relatives Amanda Skinner and 
Janet H. Cox; and many friends.

In addition to his first wife, Elnor, he was preceded in 
death by his parents; a half-brother, Mark Niffenegger; 
and a half-sister, Janet Schultz.    

A memorial service was held at 3 p.m. Sunday, July 
10, at Trinity Hill United Methodist Church in Lexing-
ton, Ky. Ray Mendenhall and Derek Niffenegger (Dan’s 
grandson) officiated. 

Milward Funeral Directors in Lexington, Ky., was in 
charge of arrangements.

Elsie Leota Butcher
Elsie Leota Butcher, 94, 

of Tamms, and formerly of 
Thebes, died Friday, July 8, 
2022, at Saint Francis Medi-
cal Center in Cape Girardeau.

She was born on April 
27, 1928, in Cypress, the 
daughter of Jessie and Cassie 
Holmes Brown in Cypress. 

She married John Butcher 
on July 22, 1963. He pre-
ceded her in death on March 
23, 2000.

While living in Thebes, 
Mrs. Butcher spent her time taking care of her family as a 
homemaker. She attended the Thebes First Baptist Church.

She is survived by her sons, Jerry (Joann) Jacobs of 
Tamms and Tony (Charlene) Jacobs of Waterloo; stepson 
John M. “Butch” (Carolyn) Butcher of Tamms; step-
daughter Teresa (Kenny) Stiff of Olive Branch; grandsons 
Troy (Christina) Jacobs of Cape Girardeau and Michael 
(Danielle) Jacobs of St. Louis; three great-grandchildren; a 
nephew, Curtis Jacobs of Thebes; several nieces, nephews, 
cousins, other relatives, and friends.

Besides her husband and parents, she was preceded in 
death by her daughter, Sue Jacobs Byrd; a sister, Vivian 
Kinder; a grandson, Jason Jacobs; a stepson, Jack Butcher; 
and a niece, Adele Fish.

A graveside service was held at 11 Wednesday, July 13, 
at the Old Thebes Cemetery, with Bob Kirby officiating. 

Memorials can be made to the Old 
Thebes Cemetery. 

Crain Funeral Home in Tamms was 
in charge of arrangements.

Mary Ann Karnes
Mary Ann Karnes, 89, of 

Dongola, and formerly of 
Ullin, died Monday, July 11, 
2022, at Integrity Healthcare 
in Anna.

She was born on June 5, 
1933, in Ullin, the daughter 
of Don A. and Naomi Eliza-
beth Robinson Carlock.

On June 14, 1951, Mary 
Ann married Walter Aldrich. 
He preceded her in death 
on Feb. 26, 1970. She then 
married Billy Karnes on Oct. 
6, 1970. He preceded her in 
death on March 21, 2008.

She spent most of her life as a homemaker. Throughout 
her working years, she was employed by Crain Funeral 
Home and Smoot Oil. 

She loved spending time in her yard, and taking care of 
her flowers. She loved her morning coffee and watching 
“The Price is Right.” Her greatest joy in life was her family 
and spending as much time with them as she could.

Survivors include her children, Susan (Denny) Karraker 
and Scott Aldrich; three grandchildren, Elizabeth (Wade) 
Burns, Edward (Rebecca) Aldrich and Brian (Brandi) 
Karraker; great-grandchildren Alycia (Eric) Ellett, Kelsie 
Hand, Noah Smith, Emily Aldrich and Natalie Aldrich; 
great-great-grandchildren Liam, Raelynn, Kaden, Maken-
na, Charlotte and soon to be born Everleigh; and several 
other relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and her hus-
bands, Walter and Billy. 

Funeral services will be Wednesday, July 20, at 1 p.m. 
at Crain Funeral Home in Dongola, with Pastor Brent 
Miller officiating. 

Visitation will be from 11 a.m. until the time of ser-
vices at the funeral home. Interment will follow at Ullin 
Cemetery. 

Memorials can be made to the Ullin Cemetery. Enve-
lopes will be provided at the funeral home.  

Crain Funeral Home in Dongola is in charge of ar-
rangements.

To view the obituary or to leave an 
online condolence for the family, visit 
www.crainsonline.com.

Peggy A. Nannie
Peggy A. Nannie, 70, of Alto Pass, died Thursday, June 

30, 2022. 
She was born on July 13, 1951, in Anna, the daughter 

of Earl and Evelyn Cobb Lott.
She is survived by her daughter, Heather Dawn Herring 

of Jonesboro; two grandsons, Derek and Jaiden Anderson; 
siblings Judy (Gene) Horn of Cobden, Linda Lawrence of 
Washington, Jerry (Marilyn) Lott of North Carolina and 
Darla (Rodney) Bilderback of Johnston City; a brother-
in-law, Paul Horn of Cobden; nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and by a 
sister, Patricia Horn.

She served her community as a nurse. She was an avid 
reader, enjoyed crafting and loved flowers and gardening.

A memorial service to celebrate the life of Peggy Nannie 
will be held at a later date. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home in Alto Pass is 
in charge of arrangements.

To visit her memorial page and to leave online condo-
lences for the family, visit the Rendle-
man & Hileman Funeral Home website 
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Shannon McFadden 
Wilkins-Menkhaus

S h a n n o n  M c F a d d e n 
Wilkins-Menkhaus, 51, died 
peacefully on Thursday, July 
7, 2022, surrounded by her 
family.

She was born on Feb. 26, 
1971, in Cape Girardeau, the 
daughter of Gerald David and 
Sandra Tellor McFadden.

During her career, she 
worked in healthcare and 
specialized as an activity 
director. 

Her children and grandchildren were her passion and 
she cherished time spent with them. She also enjoyed 
visiting parks and loved her cats. 

She was of the Catholic faith and had attended St. 
Boniface Catholic Church in Germantown and St. Francis 
Xavier Catholic Church in Carbondale.

Survivors include sons Levi Wilkins of Germantown 
and Luke Menkhaus of Breese; daughters Alyx (Jamie) 
Hawkins of Quincy and Abby Menkhaus of Carbondale; 
two grandchildren, Sophia Hawkins and Benton Hawkins; 
mother Sandra (Bill, deceased) Stover of Lick Creek; 
father Jerry (Marcy) McFadden of Anna; brothers Aaron 
(Paula) Stover of Lick Creek and Nick McFadden of 
Portland, Ore.; as well as many other family and friends.

It was her request that her family celebrate her life 
privately.

Memorials can be made to the American Cancer So-
ciety. 

Crain Funeral Home in Anna-Jones-
boro was in charge of arrangements.

Darrell Thomas
‘Tom’ Widdows

Darrell Thomas “Tom” Widdows, 87, 
of Alto Pass, died Tuesday, July 5, 2022, 
at Southgate Nursing and Rehab in Me-
tropolis. 

He was born on April 1, 1935, in Carbondale, the son 
of John and Zelda Thomas Widdows.

Mr. Widdows is survived by his sister-in-law, Alice 
Widdows of Alto Pass; a niece, Sherry (Dean) Sloan of 
Casey; nephews Brad (Annette) Beeson of Casey, Brian 
Hoxworth of Alto Pass and Michael (Alexandra) Hox-
worth of Crawfordville, Fla.; other relatives and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; a sister and 
brother-in-law, Donna and Jerry Beeson; a brother, John 
Warren Widdows; and a nephew, Kevin Widdows. 

Mr. Widdows graduated from Alto Pass High School 
in 1955. He always looked forward to the class reunions 
each summer. 

He worked as an over the road driver for a trailer sales 
company and enjoyed his days working on the farm. 

He served in the U.S. Navy Seabees during the Vietnam 
War. He was commissioned on April 3, 1968, serving nine 
years for his country. He received the Vietnam Service 
Medal with Fleet Marine Forces Combat Operations, 
Antarctic Support activity and the National Defense 
Service Medal. 

 Mr. Widdows was proud to take part in the VFW mil-
itary graveside rites for fallen veterans. This was a top 
priority to him when his health would allow. 

He looked forward to attending the annual Navy Seabee 
reunions where he could catch up with his friends. 

He was a member of the Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 
of the VFW in Anna, the Cobden American Legion and 
the Veteran’s Memorial Group of Alto Pass. 

Graveside funeral services will be at 11 a.m. Friday, 
July 15, at the Alto Pass Cemetery, with Danny Miller 
officiating. Interment will immediately follow. Friends 
are asked to go directly to the cemetery. 

Graveside military rites will be conducted by Carroll P. 
Foster Post No. 3455 of the VFW in Anna and the Navy 
funeral honor detail. 

Memorials can be made to the Alto Pass Veterans Me-
morial or to the Alto Pass Cemetery trust or maintenance 
fund. 

Envelopes will be available at the cemetery and at  
Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Home. 

To view the obituary and to leave online condolences 
for the family, visit www.rendlemanhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman Funeral 
Home in Alto Pass is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Reynoldsville News
By Sue Eudy

Thank you to Shirley 
Miller of McClure for re-
newing her subscription to 
The Gazette-Democrat and 
giving me the credit.

Sue and Steve Eudy and 
Diane and Lonnie Dillon, 
all of Anna, enjoyed eating 
at Tom’s Place in Tamms 
on Friday night, July 1.

Kevin Eudy of Cape 
Girardeau visited Sunday, 
July 10, with Sue and Steve 
Eudy.

Penny Hill of McClure 
visited with Shirley Miller.

Shirley Miller of Mc-
Clure visited Friday with 
Deanie Hinkle of Jones-
boro and Ermadell Elkins 
at Union County Nursing 
Home.

Visiting with Maxine 
and Fred Pender of Fair 

City on Sunday, July 10, 
were Brad and Lori Pend-
er of Jonesboro, Russ and 
Patsy Pender of Olive 
Branch and Austin Pender 
of Tamms.

Gary Gibbs of Jones-
boro visited one day last 
week with Maxine and 
Fred Pender.

Norman and Catherine 
Gibbs and Steve and Sue 
Eudy, all of Anna, enjoyed 
eating at Bottoms Up on 
Wednesday night, July 6.

You are invited to attend 
services at Reynoldsville 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Sunday School is at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning wor-
ship service is at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday night service is at 6 
p.m. Rev. Jamie Bridgeman 
is the pastor. 

"The Preaching Pen"
Why We Obey the Bible

For many in the world Obedience is an ugly word.  

dedication and effort.  Have you fulfilled your part?

Ryan Thornsberry
Anna church of Christ 31G

It recalls concepts of weakness, inferiority and shame.  
However, obedience is a willing act of making oneself 
submissive to authority.  It must be a willing act not done 
through coercion, force, or impulse.  It must be deliberate, 
not done by accident, feeling, or guesswork.  Obedience 
must be a choice we make.  Today, many equate reading 
the Bible with being righteous, but these actions are not 
necessarily mutually inclusive; those acts are worthless 
unless accompanied by obedience.
We obey the Bible because it is necessary to be saved

Heb 5:8-9 Christ can only be Lord/Savior if man is 
willing to submit and be obedient.  In essence, we must be 
willing to “give up” in order to “gain.” Matt 13:44-Whatever 
the incident or opportunity that leads to the truth, even selling 
all we have, if necessary, we must take possession.
We obey the Bible because it is necessary to be a disciple

We understand from scripture, it is not enough to be 
baptized.  It is not enough to wear the title, Christian.  We 
must do what Christ says. Matt 28:18-20 & James 1:22. We 
must fulfill the conditions that are prior to being saved to be 
a disciple.  An example is found in Joshua 11:15.
We obey the Bible because it is necessary to enter Heaven

We understand from scripture, it is not enough to believe.  
It is not enough to do things in Jesus’ name, Matt 7:21-23 
& Luke 6:46. Praying wasn’t enough for Saul, Acts 9:11, 
Praying and Fearing God wasn’t enough for Cornelius, Acts 
10:2.  We must do the Father’s will and Jesus words-Luke 
8:21.

Salvation is a 2-part covenant between man and God. 
Obedience alone does not garner salvation; God has done his 
part Eph 2:8, Titus 3:4-7.  We must be willing and deliberate 
to do our part.  Proper obedience requires self-control, 

DIESEL AND AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR AND SERVICE

618-771-8338
6.5 miles east of Anna on Lick Creek Rd.

6535 Lick Creek Rd. • Buncombe, IL 62912
31,33,35,37G

Specializing 

in Air
Conditioning
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Commentary

Please read this...                    By Geof Skinner

The National Weather Service reports that portions of 
the Midwest have experienced record-breaking, early-
season heat, including numerous record highs and heat 
index values above 105 degrees. 

The Weather Channel’s summer outlook predicts hotter 
than average conditions across the Rockies, Plains and the 
Midwest throughout July and August.

“The summer outlook serves as a stark reminder of our 
reliance on the power grid and the importance of decreas-
ing energy use on hot days to reduce stress on the power 
grid and avoid rolling blackouts and uncontrolled power 
grid outages,” says Susan Odum, University of Illinois Ex-
tension community and economic development specialist.

Scientific American has created videos to help con-
sumers better understand today’s power grid. A video on 
Energy.gov demonstrates how “just-in-time” smart grid 
technologies enable power companies to match supply 
with demand, ensuring that every kilowatt is used at the 
instant it is created. 

When demand outstrips supply, as one might expect 
during record-setting heat, the grid can be crippled, re-
sulting in rolling outages, or in the worst-case scenario, 
everything can go dark.

A second video by Scientific American summarizes the 
history of the power grid, the North American power grid 
structure and the interconnectivity of the overall system. In 
an ever-increasingly connected system, demand estimates 
are crucial, as grid operators must assess their need for 
reserve power before a crisis, enabling them to draw power 
from other grids or secondary power generation sources 
to prevent widespread power failure.

Midcontinent Independent System Operator, MISO, 
manages and operates the electric grid in 15 Midwestern 
states, including most of Illinois. 

If the Midwest region experiences an above-normal 
heat wave during the peak summer period, or there are 
unforeseen generator and transmission outages that oc-
cur, MISO, and its affiliate energy providers, could call 
on consumers to conserve energy and implement other 
emergency operations to protect the power grid. In the 
worst-case scenario, MISO could call for temporary, 
controlled outages to prevent an uncontrolled, cascading 
power grid outage.

Recently, Southeastern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
Inc., a MISO affiliated energy provider, issued a release 
stating, “Your Cooperative wanted to make you aware that 
there is a possibility that rolling blackouts could occur this 
summer. A recent generation capacity auction has revealed 
that the Midwest could fall short of needed generation 
capacity to serve the summer peak load under certain 
conditions. In the event this happens, your Cooperative 
would be directed to disconnect a portion of the load in 
order to prevent grid failure.”

Shifting electricity usage to off-peak periods helps 
reduce stress on the power grid, making electric service 
more reliable for individuals and communities. Decreased 
usage during peak demand times, such as hot summer 
afternoons, also reduces the need to build or operate 
additional power plants and helps lower greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Consumers served by Ameren may lower their energy 
costs by agreeing to reduce usage during peak periods 
such as hot summer afternoons or cold winter mornings. 
For more information about this energy-saving program, 
check out Ameren’s Power Smart Pricing.

Reducing your energy use during peak periods and 
implementing energy-efficient strategies can save energy 
and money. Check out the Energy Saver resources avail-
able at Energy.gov for ways to reduce your energy usage 
and costs. For more energy-saving tips, check out the 
no-cost and low-cost resources provided by the Citizens 
Utility Board, Ameren, the Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative and the Touchstone Energy Cooperatives. 

Reduce impact of 
extreme  temperatures 
on state’s power grid

A Page from the Past
from the files of The Gazette-Democrat
Thursday, July 6, 1972

For almost 24 hours the water situation in the cities of 
Anna and Jonesboro was in a very dangerous state last 
week. A break in the lines running from the water pro-
cessing plant six miles below Jonesboro and the Storage 
Tank behind the Anna-Jonesboro Community High School 
which was discovered late Wednesday caused the problem.

Officials of the Tri-County Health Department an-
nounced the beginning of a new clinic in Jonesboro.

The City of Anna has a newly appointed Police Chief. 
Lawrence Boyer, a veteran with 13 years experience on 
the force, was sworn in as Police Chief Saturday, July 1.

A later afternoon storm Saturday afternoon, July 1, 
caused power outages in many sections of Anna and the 
county. Power was out for as much as two hours in some 
sectors. Some residents reported tree limbs fell during the 
high winds which accompanied the storm.

The directors, officers and employees of the Anna State 
Bank are inviting the public to the Open House and Show-
ing of their new banking home. The event is scheduled 
Sunday, July 9, from 2:30 until 5:00 o’clock.

A total eclipse of the sun will take place Monday, July 
10, which will be visible in most of North America.

The Jonesboro Lions Club will present their annual Ice 
Cream Supper Saturday, July 8, on the square in Jonesboro 
with serving beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Alto Pass is the scene of some busy activities at the 
present time, with more being planned. April 1 the Village 
Arts and Crafts opened in the old high school building just 
off Route 127 in Alto Pass.

An armadillo goes for a stroll in the dark...

An armadillo apparently was out for a stroll in the 
“cool” of the evening on Tuesday, July 5. Do you sup-
pose an armadillo notices when the heat index is 120 
degrees?

This week, we’re going to be kind of short and sweet... 
we’ll start with a math problem...

74 plus 84 equals...an unpleasant evening sitting on 
the porch swing.

At the time...about 9 p.m. Wednesday, July 6, the hu-
midity was 74 percent, according to the fancy, high-tech 
thermometer on our front porch. The temperature at the 
time was 84 degrees. 

The two numbers, when combined, equaled my newly 
created and totally unscientific Front Porch Misery Index, 
which I might have called something else a couple of 
weeks ago. I’m too lazy to look back. 

The Front Porch Misery Index at about 9 p.m. on the 
night of July 6, would have been 158 degrees, which 
probably explained why I was getting soaked just sitting 
out on our porch swing.

Turned out the heat index on July 6 was 120.3 degrees 
on July 6 in our little corner of the world. 

And it was even warmer the day before. The heat in-
dex in Union County reached 123.2 degrees late in the 

afternoon on Tuesday, July 5. I’m guessing that was why 
The Other Half’s plants on our front porch were wilting 
when I got home from another tough day at The Paragraph 
Factory.

Speaking of the weather...
It crossed through my simple little mind that after some 

rain last Thursday afternoon, we might have considered 
tossing some shrimp out on the street and just steam 
cooked them in the summer heat...

Last week, you may recall, yours truly reflected on 
the profound observation that life doesn’t always go as 
planned...or something like that anyway.

Such was the case in our Journey Through Life during 
the past week. The unexpected happened...

With that in mind, we’ll close with a personal note...Jill 
and I are very grateful for the prayers and support we have 
received  following the death of her father in Lexington, 
Kentucky. Words are not adequate... 

A couple of groundhogs may have been scanning 
The Other Half’s garden and looking for breakfast 
one morning last week.

SIU doctoral student researches how
devastating disease spreads among deer

By Tim Crosby
news.siu.edu

White-tailed deer are so 
plentiful in Southern Il-
linois that seeing a group 
of them sauntering through 
a neighborhood at dusk or 
dawn is almost as common 
as seeing a squirrel. 

The animal is also a 
mainstay on the campus of 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, where woods 
and waterways meander 
among the academic build-
ings and residence halls, in-
viting wildlife of all kinds.

The university’s bucolic 
setting is one reason zo-
ologists at SIU have a long-
standing partnership with 
state biologists, studying 
many aspects of the deer’s 
life, from its interactions 
with other species to its 
interface with humans. 

One of the latest such 
efforts has a doctoral stu-
dent investigating how deer 
come into contact with one 
another, with an eye toward 
better understanding how a 
devastating disease spreads.

Michael Egan, a doctoral 
student in zoology, is col-
laborating with the Illinois 
Department of Natural Re-
sources, IDNR, to better 
understand where deer are 
likely to come into contact 
and spread chronic wast-
ing disease, an affliction of 
deer, elk, moose and other 
species in North America 
and beyond. 

Working with Guillaume 
Bastille-Rousseau, assistant 
professor at SIU’s Coop-
erative Wildlife Research 
Laboratory, Egan is trying 
to understand where and 
how CWD may spread, 
which is important for man-
aging the disease.

The work also has taken 
on a more recent twist, with 
the researchers investigat-
ing whether deer can act 
as “reservoirs” for SARS-
CoV-2 in Southern Illi-
nois, the virus that causes 
COVID-19, between the 
typically more infectious 
winter seasons.

Expanding Knowledge
CWD is spread by prions, 

a misfolded protein that 
can be transferred through 
direct interaction or indi-
rectly when one deer sheds 
prions through feces, urine, 

blood or saliva and another 
deer comes into contact 
with them. 

Once a deer is infected, it 
may take more than a year to 
develop symptoms, which 
include drastic weight loss, 
stumbling, listlessness and 
other neurologic indicators.

Consistently fatal, CWD 
can affect animals of all 
ages, and some infected 
animals may die without 
ever developing the disease. 

The disease is in the 
state, but not currently in 
Southern Illinois; however, 
it is important to study deer 
behavior in environments 
without CWD infections, 
Egan said.

“Our goal is to use GPS 
collars to track the move-
ments of white-tailed deer 
to determine their habitat 
associations and where deer 
come in contact with each 
other,” he said. 

“We also want to study 
patterns in deer contact, 
like how often deer make 
contact with members of 
the same sex relative to the 
opposite sex, and the rate 
of contact within versus 
between social groups.”

Constant Threat
To date, wildlife officials 

have confirmed cases of 
CWD in 17 Illinois coun-
ties: Winnebago, Boone, 
McHenry, DeKalb, Ogle, 
LaSalle, Stephenson, Jo 
Daviess, Kane, Grundy, 
Kendall, Du Page, Lake, 
Will, Livingston, Kankakee 
and Carroll. 

Deer throughout the state 
hold great ecological, recre-
ational and economic value.

Scientists also worry 
about CWD’s potential 
ability to “jump” to other 
species, including humans. 
Another prion protein-re-
lated disease, so-called mad 
cow disease, did make that 
transition, with lethal re-
sults of variant Creutzfeldt-
Jakob disease. 

So far, however, evi-
dence indicates humans 
have a strong biological 
barrier against CWD.

Sampling Population
To find out more, re-

searchers must get up close 
and personal with an animal 
known for its swift, elusive 
nature. 

Egan’s project is cap-

turing deer mainly in two 
locations: SIU’s Touch of 
Nature Environmental Cen-
ter, south of Carbondale, 
and near Lake Shelbyville 
in Central Illinois on land 
owned by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.

To capture the animals, 
Egan primarily uses “clover 
traps,” which are basically 
baited net enclosures with 
a trap door. Once a deer 
enters and the door closes 
behind it, the net collapses 
and safely secures the deer 
until researchers can ad-
minister tranquilizers.

After the drugs take ef-
fect, Egan fits the deer 
with a GPS collar, takes 
measurements and collects 
samples such as blood.

The researchers also use 
drop nets above baited areas 
to capture several deer at 
the same time. 

Finally, they sometimes 
use dart guns to adminis-
ter a tranquilizer from a 
distance to specific types 
of deer – adult bucks, for 
instance – that they may 
need to compare behavior 
between the sexes.

“GPS collars record the 
position of deer every few 
minutes and allow us to 
determine where and how 
deer move,” Egan said. 

“Once data is collected, 
we use statistical models 
to evaluate the behavior of 
the deer. Mainly we look at 
where the deer are and what 
the habitat at those loca-
tions is typically like; how-
ever, we also do things like 
determine when deer are 
most active and when they 
come in close proximity 
to other deer to determine 
when they may be coming 
in contact with each other.”

How It Works
Egan is particularly in-

terested in whether contacts 
among deer occur in areas 

deer rarely visit, rather than 
their normal locations. For 
example, a human may 
spend most of their time at 
home, but come into con-
tact with other people most 
often at the gym or a bar.

“So deer may also spend 
most of their time in one 
habitat, but come in contact 
with other deer in totally 
different habitats,” Egan 
said. 

Although SIU has worked 
for years with IDNR, Egan 
began his project just over 
two years ago. The study 
is central to his doctoral 
efforts, and the work will 
likely continue after he 
graduates in a few years.

Deer and COVID-19
Researchers in other ar-

eas previously discovered 
that some deer were car-
rying the SARS-CoV-2 
virus, suggesting it may 
pass between humans and 
that species. 

Such a dynamic could 
mean that deer act as a res-
ervoir for the virus during 
the less infectious seasons 
before spreading back into 
the human population.

To find out more, Bas-
tille-Rousseau’s began tak-
ing blood samples in 2022 
specifically to test for the 
virus.

“If deer can act as a res-
ervoir for the virus, it’s 
important to understand 
where deer populations are 
infected with SARS-CoV-2 
and how it spreads in the 
population,” Egan said. 

“It’s especially important 
to identify areas with the 
greatest risk of transmission 
between deer and humans.”

The researchers take 
blood from as many cap-
tured deer as possible, pro-
cess the sample at SIU 
and then send it to a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
laboratory for testing.

Deer grazing in field
Two white-tailed deer graze in a farm field near 

Cobden on a recent summer evening.
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