
By Jackson Brandhorst and 
Saluki Local Reporting Lab

Union leaders, lawmakers 
and political candidates 
gathered alongside dozens 
of  employees  f rom the 
Choate Mental Health and 
Developmental Center on 
Tuesday, Aug. 4, to rally 
against the state’s plan to 
make dramatic cuts to staff 
and services at the downstate 
mental health facility.

One after another, they took 
the microphone on the back of 
a bright green pickup truck 
as signs and chants of “Save 
Choate” echoed through the 
streets of downtown Anna.

The Illinois Department 
of Human Services, IDHS, 
announced the changes in 
a July 23 letter to Choate 
staff. The three-year plan 
includes eliminating the state-
run facility’s entire general 
residential  program for 
people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, 
reducing the number of civil 
mental health beds, and laying 
off about 250 employees by 
March 2027.

“Shame on IDHS,” Ona 
“Tina” Rivero Winfield, 
president of the American 
Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees 
Local 141 told the crowd. 
“They sent us the memo – but 
where are they now?”

AFSCME, the union that 
represents the majority of 
Choate staff, organized the 
rally to condemn the decision 

by IDHS, asking that it be 
reversed.

Choate currently serves 
58 people across its general 
and forensic developmental 
disabilities programs and 
75 mental health patients. 
The state-run mental health 
hospital employs roughly 524 
people across its Anna campus 
and is one of the region’s 
largest employers.

‘When We Fight, We Win’
Winfield said this is just 

the beginning of many rallies, 
vowing that AFSCME will 
continue to host them until the 
decision is reversed.

Accompanying Winfield 
was Jason Woolard, president 
of the Southern Illinois 
Central Labor Council, who 
warned that the ramifications 
of this decision would reach 
far beyond the facility.

“We cannot allow for this 
to happen at this facility,” 
Woolard said. “The residual 
impacts are going to be 
dramatic.”

M a n y  w h o  g a t h e r e d 
worried about what would 
become of their jobs.

Koda Leslie, a mental 
health technician who has 
worked at Choate for about 
a year and a half, said he 
expects to be among those 

laid off because of his lack of 
seniority.

“I felt distraught,” Leslie 
said of hearing the news. “I’m 
not sure what I’m going to do. 
People like me that don’t have 
a lot of seniority, we’re pretty 
much not gonna have a job. I 
expect to get laid off for sure.”

Leslie said he hopes the 
weekly  demons t ra t ions 
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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area.

Happy Father’s Day to all of 
the dads out there. Father’s Day 
is Sunday, June 21.

***
Sunday also is the first day 

of summer. Looking ahead, 
just a bit, the first day of fall is 
Sept. 22.

***
Three radio consoles for 

Union County’s emergency 
communications system have 
replaced. Work also is moving 
forward on replacement of the 
computer aided dispatch system 
for Union/Alexander County 
911 and the Union County 
Sheriff’s Office. More on this 
to come…

***
The Anna Police Depart-

ment thanks the community 
for its donations on June 13 at 
Walmart in Anna which helped 
to support the Children’s Mira-
cle Network. The department 
also thanked fellow law en-
forcement agencies who came 
out to support this cause: Chief 
Montgomery of the Dongola 
Police Department and Union 
County Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Goodman.

***
Applications for this year’s 

Cobden Peach Festival queen 
pageant are available at Shear 
Encounters in Cobden and at 
Cobden Village Hall. The Peach 
Festival, sponsored by the Cob-
den Lions Club, is set for Friday 
and Saturday, Aug. 7-8.

***
A parade once again is 

planned at the Cobden Peach 
Festival. The parade is set for 
Saturday, Aug. 8. Information 
about participating in the pa-
rade is available by contacting 
Cobden Village Hall.

***
The website for the Union 

County Fair notes that online 
entries for this year’s fair will 
open Aug. 10. The 145th edition 
of the fair is set for Aug. 21-29 
at the Anna City Park.

***
The National Weather Ser-

vice office in Paducah was 
calling for marginal risk of 
severe weather in the Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky region on 
Wednesday, June 17, and again 
on Thursday, June 18.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Community 

High School is looking to hire a 
science teacher.

***
The new Peach Tree Inn 

in downtown Cobden hosted 
a Union County Chamber of 
Commerce ribbon cutting and 
open house last Saturday. Peach 
Tree Inn is a luxury boutique 
hotel. Art work by local artist 
Jan York is featured at the inn.

***
For those who travel to Cairo 

and into Western Kentucky: 
the Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet has announced that 
as part of the U.S. 51 Route 
bridge replacement project, a 
roundabout will be built on the 
Illinois side to improve traffic 
flow and reduce crashes. The 
roundabout design includes a 
truck apron so tractor trailers, 
buses and farm equipment can 
maneuver safely. 

***
The Johnson County Repub-

lican Women and Men will be 
meeting Thursday, June 25 at 
6 p.m.at the Vienna Diner in 
Vienna. Guest speaker for the 
evening will be Myles Nelson, 
campaign manager for Con-
gressman Mike Bost.

Annabelle Festival 
celebrated in Anna

The downtown Anna area was a busy place last Saturday. Lots of folks came to Anna 
for this year’s Annabelle Festival. The festival celebrated the Annabelle hydrangea 
plant, which was discovered near Anna. The Annabelle Festival featured children’s 
activities, live music, vendors, food and much more. 

Children’s activities included an opportunity to have some fun in lots and lots of 
bubbles at the Davie Street Plaza and Pavilion.

The band SIX: 32 performed on a stage which was set up at the Davie Street Plaza 
and Pavilion.

Vendors were set up along part of East Davie Street. Part of the street in Anna was 
closed for the festival.

Entries in an Anna-Jo Garden Club big bloom contest featuring Annabelle 
hydrangeas were on display at the Shawnee Hills Arts Council. The arts council, 
located on West Davie Street, also was showcasing a variety of artistic creations.

Heat wave brings high 
temperatures, humidity

The first heat wave of the 
season brought high tempera-
tures and high humidity values 
to the Southern Illinois, South-
east Missouri and Western 
Kentucky region last week. 
Cooler and less humid condi-
tions arrived over the weekend.

Hot, Humid Conditions
The National Weather Ser-

vice office in Paducah issued 
a special weather statement 
for conditions that were in the 
forecast for Thursday, June 11.

The statement advised that 
high temperatures reaching 
the lower 90s Thursday after-
noon, June 11, would combine 
with high humidity values to 
produce heat index readings 
peaking in the 100- to 105-de-
gree range. Last Thursday was 
the third consecutive day with 
heat index readings exceeding 
100 degrees in many locations. 

“With this being the first heat 
wave of the season be particu-
larly alert to heat related illness 
potential and take the necessary 
action to protect yourself,” the 
Weather Service advised.

Severe Weather
The heat and humidity were 

accompanied by the possibility 
of showers and thunderstorms 
during the late evening and 
nighttime hours last Thursday. 
A few severe storms were 
possible. Parts of the Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky region faced 
marginal and slight risks for se-
vere weather. Severe storms and 
heavy rain also were possible 
Saturday in parts of the region. 

Lake Wind Advisory
A lake wind advisory issued 

by the Weather Service office 
also was in effect from 10 a.m. 
until 8 p.m. Thursday, June 11, 
for some locations in the region. 
Southwest winds of 10 to 20 
miles per hour, with gusts up to 
30 mph, were expected.

The advisory included Crab 
Orchard and Rend lakes in 
Southern Illinois, Lake Wap-
papello in Southeast Missouri 
and Kentucky Lake and Lake 
Barkley in Western Kentucky. 
Strong winds and rough waves 

on the lakes were expected to 
create hazardous conditions for 
small craft.

Cooler, Less Humid
The new work week started 

with low humidity and cooler 
temperatures on Monday, June 
15. High temperatures in the 
region were expected to be the 
in 70s. 

A weak front may have 
kicked off a few showers or 
storms Tuesday afternoon and 
evening. Warmer and much 
more humid conditions were in 
the forecast to return Wednes-
day into Thursday, along with 
a good chance for showers 
and storms Wednesday night 
through Thursday.

 Drought Update
A June 11 update from the 

U.S. Drought Monitor showed 
that drought conditions had 
made some improvement in the 
Southern Illinois area.

Nearly all of Union County 
was still experiencing moderate 
drought conditions. Similar 
conditions were reported in 
southeastern Jackson County 
and western parts of William-
son and Johnson counties.

Abnormally dry conditions 
were reported in most of Jack-
son County, eastern William-
son County, most of eastern 
Johnson County and all of 
Alexander, Pulaski and Massac 
counties.

River Flood Warning
The Weather Service office 

also reported that a flood warn-
ing was in effect for the Missis-
sippi River at Chester through 
Sunday evening, June 21. Mi-
nor flooding was occurring as of 
early this week. Union County 
is bordered by the Mississippi 
River on the west. Chester is 
about 55 miles north of Anna.

At 8 p.m. Sunday, the river’s 
stage at Chester was 26.7 feet. 
Flood stage is 27.0 feet. The 
river was expected to to rise 
above flood stage late Monday 
night to a crest of 29.2 feet 
early Thursday afternoon. The 
river then will fall below flood 
stage early Saturday afternoon, 
June 20.

Small food assistance 
nonprofits eligible for 
state grant program

By Jenna Schweikert 
and UIS Public 

Affairs Reporting 
Small volunteer groups 

that provide food assistance 
to Illinoisans in need could 
be eligible for a new round of 
grant money under a program 
announced this week.

The Charitable Trust Hun-
ger Relief Grant program will 
provide grants of up to $5,000 
to 10 nonprofit organizations 
that don’t have full-time em-
ployees to purchase food for 
those in need. Applications 
opened June 1 and will remain 
open through July 31, Illinois 
Treasurer Michael Frerichs 
announced Wednesday.

The announcement comes 
as food assistance groups ex-
perience increased need due to 
cuts to federal food assistance, 
including the Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Pro-
gram, SNAP. Feeding America, 
the country’s largest domestic 
hunger-relief organization, 
states that for every meal the 
organization provides, SNAP 
provides nine.

“Hunger and food insecurity 
is a hidden epidemic afflicting 
children who cannot ask for 
help and adults who find it dif-
ficult to ask for help as they jug-
gle two or more jobs,” Frerichs 
said in a statement June 10. 
“Small, local food pantries and 

soup kitchens are prepared to 
help these innocent lives be-
cause they see those suffering 
in the shadows. That is why we 
created this desperately needed 
hunger relief program, as these 
organizations try to help peo-
ple get food as affordability 
remains a major concern.”

The hunger relief program 
is part of a larger charitable 
trust fund, created in 2007, that 
helps small nonprofits with 
annual budgets of $1 million 
or less and at least one full-time 
employee.

The fund is supported by 
fees paid by larger nonprofit 
corporations when they file 
annual incorporation reports 
with the Illinois Secretary of 
State. This round, however, is 
open to organizations without 
full-time employees who did 
not previously qualify.

An 11-member committee, 
made up of appointees from 
state government agencies 
and private citizens, oversees 
management of the funds and 
selects grant recipients.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

(see Choate on page 8)

Protest in Anna
Dozens of Choate Mental Health and Developmental Center employees, union leaders and politicians were on 

the streets of Anna on Tuesday, Aug. 4, to protest the Illinois Department of Human Services’ plan to lay off 250 
workers and significantly downsize the state-run mental health hospital. Photo by Jackson Brandhorst/Saluki 
Local Reporting Lab.

G o o d  l u c k  t o  a l l 
Union County students, 
their families,  school 
teachers, support staff and 
administrators as a new 
academic year begins.

***
Reminder: an American 

Red Cross blood drive is 
scheduled Thursday, Aug. 
13, from 12:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. at Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post 
No. 3455 near Anna. The 
need for blood and platelet 
donors is urgent.

***
The  Ci ty  o f  Anna 

h a s  a p p r o v e d  a n 
i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l 
agreement with Union 
County for the providing 
of communication and 
dispatch services.

***
Resolut ions  for  an 

i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l 
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e 
S o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s 
Enforcement Group and a 
Law Enforcement Mutual 
Aid Agreement also have 
been approved by the City 
of Anna.

***
Another round of hot 

and humid summer weather 
was in the forecast for early 
this week in the Union 
County area. Heat index 
readings in the range of 
100 to 105 degrees were 
possible early this week.

***
An Aug .  6  upda te 

from the U.S. Drought 
Moni tor  showed that 
all of Union, Johnson, 
Alexander, Pulaski and 
Massac counties, as well 
as most of Jackson and 
Williamson counties, were 
experiencing no drought 
conditions. Conditions 
remained abnormally dry in 
a small part of northeastern 

Cobden Peach 
Festival opens 
for another year

T h e  2 0 2 6  C o b d e n 
Peach Festival opened 
Friday evening, Aug. 7. 
The Peach Festival was 
held Friday and Saturday, 
Aug. 7-8. The community 
celebration, in its 89th year, 
once again was sponsored 
by the Cobden Lions 
Club. Most of the Peach 
Festival activities took 
place on the Cobden Lions 
Club grounds. Festival 
highlights included a 
queen pageant, a parade 
(which was held in the 
downtown Cobden area), 
live music, a 5K run/walk 
and 1-mile fun run, the 
popular Spin & Win game 
(with winners taking some 
peaches from Flamm 
Orchards), a carnival, a 
raffle, bingo, food, drinks 
— and lots of peaches and 
cream.

The life-saving actions of 
an Anna Police Department 
officer have been recognized 
at the local and national level.

Sgt. Caleb Clover has 
been honored by the Anna 
City Council. Clover also has 
recognized by U.S. Rep. Mike 
Bost, R-Ill.

Clover’s actions at the 
scene of a July 3 traffic 
accident in Union County are 
credited with saving the lives 
of two persons.

Bost’s recognit ion of 
Clover became part of the 

Congress iona l  Record . 
The Congressional Record 
is the official record of the 
proceedings and debates of 
the United States Congress. 
It is published daily when 
Congress is in session in 
Washington, D.C.

On July 27, the Southern 
I l l i n o i s  C o n g r e s s m a n 
recognized Clover “for his 
act of selfless heroism in the 
line of duty.” Bost’s statement, 
as posted in the Congressional 
Record, continued:

“On July 3, 2026, Sergeant 

Clover was on his way to work 
at Anna Police Department 
when he came upon a head-
on collision. As Sergeant 
Clover approached the wreck, 
he realized that one of the 
vehicles was rolled onto its 
driver’s side and was one fire 
with two passengers, a mother 
and daughter, still inside.

“Without a second thought, 
Sergeant Clover jumped 
into action, climbing onto 
the burning car to open the 
passenger door. The door, 
however, was stuck due to 

the accident. With flames 
climbing the vehicle Sergeant 
Clover went for the sunroof, 
shattering it. He proceeded 
to climb into the vehicle to 
cut the seat belts of both 
passengers. After he removed 
the first passenger, he realized 
that the driver was stuck. With 
the help of a Good Samaritan, 
they were able to pull the 
driver from the vehicle as the 
fire consumed it.

“Thankful ly,  because 

‘Life Saving Award’ is presented to 
Anna Police Department’s Sgt. Clover

Plaque presented
Anna Police Department 

Sgt. Caleb Clover was 
presented with a “Life 
Saving Award” plaque at 
the Tuesday evening, Aug. 
4, regular meeting of the 
Anna Police Department.

Employees, local lawmakers rally in support of Choate

(see Award on page 8)
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It’s been a busy week in 
the Mill Creek area. Brief 
rain didn’t hamper Mill Creek 
Baptist Church, which hosted 
its Vacation Bible School 
from Aug. 3 to 7. They had a 
total of 19 children register, 
five as first-time attendees, 
and 32 adults who helped 
over the course of that week, 
including one who had 
never attended a VBS, let 
alone worked one, and she 
jumped in with both feet and 
a willing heart. The Snowball 
Mountain Challenge theme 
was a winner and the children 
loved the Ollie the Arctic 
Seal puppet as a mascot.  
Plans are already in the works 
for next year’s event … hint, 
hint … it has another puppet 
mascot! Also, monies were 

raised during the “Penny 
March” to be donated to the 
Baptist Children’s Home 
in Carmi. Mill Creek was 
also blessed to have Jenson 
Rider make an appearance 
into this world this week. 
Congratulations to Braden 
and Kristen Rutherford Rider; 
grandparents Dawn and Gary 
Rider; aunt Breen Rider; 
and uncle James Sullivan. 
We can’t wait to see him in 
person.

Shirley Harvel had double 
blessings this week with 
the birth of another great-
grandson, Lemuel Harvel. 
Congratulations are wished 
to Bethany and Sam Harvel, 
and all his siblings, as well 
as all his other relatives. 
Shirley was also gifted with 

a visit from granddaughter 
Rachel Henry and great-
grandchildren Liam and 
Stel la ,  f rom Water loo. 
Shirley and son, Richard 
Harvel, attended the Cobden 
Peach Festival on Saturday, 
and each won a basket of 
peaches. She came home 
exhausted, but pleased with 
winnings!

P.A.S.T. of Union County 
hosted its first August Sunday 
Talks ser ies  with  Bart 
Hileman leading a group in 
a discussion of all the various 
railroad lines that came to 
change Union County over 
the years. Discussion was 
also held about different 
towns in Union County with 
depots or repair yards, various 
cargo, the steep Alto Pass 

pass, as well as derailments, 
passenger trains and so much 
more. On Sunday, Aug. 16, 
Jane Mowery Patterson will 
come to discuss the wagon 
trails. Please join others at 
2 p.m. each Sunday at the 
Heritage House Museum, 
102 S. Main St. in Jonesboro, 
just off the square. Admission 
is free.

Those in need of prayer 
this week are Lula Belle 
Tr i p p ,  w h o  h a d  k n e e 
replacement surgery and had 
a bit of complications. She is 
still in ICU as of this writing, 
so please keep her and her 
family in your prayers. Also, 
Claude Sadler will be having 
surgery this week, so please 
keep him in your prayers as 
well.

On Aug. 2, Pastor Perry 
Wil l iams  spoke  in  our 
morning service. His message 
addressed the urgency of 
deciding for God now while 
you have time. You don’t 
know when you will stand 
before God. He used the story 
of Israel (which stood for 
Jacob’s descendants) and 
Edom (Esau’s descendants) 
to show it is just as wrong to 
do nothing when someone 
is attacked as the attacker. 
All throughout the Bible, 
the message is “Repent, the 

kingdom of God is at hand.” 
His text was found in the 
third chapter of Matthew, in 
the New Testament, and also, 
in the Old Testament book of 
Obadiah in the Bible.

Connor Benbrook led in 
worship, accompanied by 
Debbie York on the piano, 
and the Praise Team: Sharon 
Morgan, Rodger Goines, 
D a v i d  P e d i g o ,  D e n n a 
Williams and Debbie York. 
Connor Benbrook sang a 
special medley, “How Great 
Is Our God” and “How Great 

Thou Art.”
Our service was sent via 

transmitter station 87.9 FM 
for those who want to listen 
via the radio. The service 
was also live streamed on 
Facebook, so if you missed it, 
you still have an opportunity 
to view it. Please check our 
Facebook page, Jonesboro 
FBC, for the latest videos and 
info on church events.

Our Children’s program, 
“Dig-In,” will resume on Aug. 
26 from 6 to 8 p.m. Children 
ages third through sixth grade 

are invited to attend.
Currently, our regular 

schedule for worship at 
Jonesboro First  Baptis t 
includes Sunday School 
classes on Sundays at 9 a.m.; 
Sunday morning worship 
at 10 a.m.; Sunday evening 
worship at 6 p.m. Youth for 
6th-12th grades meet also 
on Sundays at 6 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Our Adult Prayer Meeting 
and Bible Study also meets on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. All are 
invited to attend.

Anna Church of the 
Nazarene news

The morning worship 
s e r v i c e  w a s  h e l d  a t 
10:35 a.m. Aug. 2, 2026. 
Announcements  were 

given by Jessica Elkins. 
The worship service was 
led by Pastor Wright and 
the worship team.

T h e  m e s s a g e , 
“Compassionate Outreach 

- Loving People the Way 
Jesus Loves” from Mark 
16:15, was brought by 
Pastor Wright sharing that 
prayer changes our hearts. 
Compassion moves our 

feet. “The Church does 
not exist merely to gather 
believers — it exists to 
join God in His mission 
of seeking and saving the 
lost.”

Bro. Easton’s sermon 
Aug. 2 was “Peace Through 
Submission” based upon 1 
Peter 5:5-7.

Submission can be scary, 
but God is always with us. 
Three areas of submission 
were  discussed in  the 
selected scripture.

We are to respect and 
be  submiss ive  to  our 
elders. Respect cannot be 
commanded but has to be 
earned by how elders have 
lived their lives.

We are to submit to 
others. We should have the 
mind-set of Christ in our 
relationship with others. We 
never get to the point that we 
are not to submit to someone 
as well as the laws of society.

Most importantly, we 
are to submit to God that 
He may lift us up. Why 
does it matter? In God’s 
time, all the arrogant will 
be humbled. God is patient, 
but His patience can be 
exhausted by those who 
ignore a relationship with 
Him. “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the 
humble.”

Bro. Easton’s sermon 
Aug. 9 was “Discovering 
God’s Will for Your Life” 
with scripture selection 
Romans 12:1-2.

As Christians, we must 
seek God’s will for our lives. 

Conversely, there are those 
who don’t want to seek 
God’s will because they 
know their will is contrary 
to His.

In the scripture selection, 
writes to the church at Rome, 
and applies to us today, that 
God wants us to be faithful 
and to walk in step with 
Him. We are not to conform 
to the way of the world, but 
grow as a child of God.

God gives us the choice 
to do good and right in His 
eyes or allow Satan to use 
us. God won’t force His will 
on us; the decision to follow 
or not is ours.

Vodra and Aldi Gerard 
took up the t i thes and 
offerings. Our lead elder for 
August is Tony Gerard.

Birthday greetings this 
week go to Kim Emery the 
2nd and Addi Bonner the 
12th.

Congratulations to Justin 

and Rachael Bonner whose 
wedding anniversary was 
Friday, the 7th, and to Tony 
and Berna Gerard Sunday, 
the 9th.

As a member of the 
Union County Alliance of 
Churches, our congregation 
encourages you to mark 
your calendar and plan to 
attend the annual Alliance 
sponsored Worship Service 
Aug. 23, the first Sunday of 
the Union County Fair. The 
service will be held in front 
of the grandstand beginning 
at 6:30 p.m.

We invite you to join us 
each and every Sunday as we 
gather to study and worship. 
At 9:15, we enjoy coffee and 
fellowship preceding Bible 
Study at 9:30 followed by 
worship at 10:30. We are 
located at the intersection 
of Camp Ground Road and 
Tunnel Lane east of Anna, 
north of Route 146.

By Cobden Spay 
Neuter Coalition

Mid-year report: We fixed 
178 cats January through June! 
Ninety of them were feral, 
the rest subsidized spays and 
neuters. Amazing work by our 
small but dedicated “cat team.” 
We’ll keep on as long as we have 
the support of our communities. 
We are endlessly grateful tp our 
veterinary partners, Meller-
James & Associates and Ulrich 
Veterinary Clinic, for their 
compassion, cooperation and 
willingness to work with us on 
the unpredictable.

We continue to receive 
a countless number of calls 
and contacts reporting new 
litters of helpless and innocent 
kittens whose odds are not 
good because they are outside 
facing the elements, predators, 
cruelty and indifference. We 
cannot manage it all. Please do 
your part by fixing cats in your 
care and your neighborhood. 
Gather up outdoor mamas and 
their kittens and bring them 
in to safety so you can help 

ready them for a rescue facility. 
Please help us help them, and 
stop the cycle.

Please visit our website, 
cobdenspayneutercoalition.
org, or our facebook page to see 
what we’re up to. You may drop 
off, call in or send donations 
to our account at Meller-James 
& Associates, send your gift 
online through givebutter.com, 
or mail them to CSNC, P.O. 
Box 542, Cobden, IL 62920. 
If more convenient, you may 
also drop off donations for us 
at Kiki’s in downtown Anna. 
CSNC is a 501c3 nonprofit 
organization, and donations are 
tax-deductible.

S p a y / N e u t e r / A d o p t 
c o m p a n i o n  a n i m a l s . 
Meanwhile,  if  you see a 
companion animal in need, in 
trouble, or suffering, please, 
please call someone before it’s 
too late for them. Call your 
local animal control office, the 
police, or the Sheriff’s Dept. It 
IS your business if an innocent 
being who cannot speak for 
himself needs your help!

Group gathers at Davie Street Pavilion
Participants in the Delta Regional Authority’s 2026 Delta Leadership Institute had an opportunity to visit the Davie 

Street Pavilion during their recent visit to Anna. A “City of Anna” mural is one of the attractions at the pavilion.
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Harold Stephen 
(Steve) Smith
Harold Stephen (Steve) 

Smith was born March 7, 
1945, in Anna. He was the son 
of Harold and Helen Smith. 
He died on July 25, 2026, as 
a result of cancer.

His childhood was spent in 
Anna, where his life centered 
a round fami ly,  church , 
school and sports. While 
growing up, he developed 
lifelong friendships. He was 
an outstanding athlete at 
AJCHS graduating in 1963. 
He graduated from Southeast 
Missouri State University in 
1967 with a degree in business 
administration. Later that 
year, he started work for 

Standard Oil of Indiana which 
ultimately became Amoco Oil. 
Steve spent his entire career 
there — working in marketing, 
sales and ultimately real estate 
acquisition.

Steve was active at Desert 
Skies United Methodist 
Church in Tucson, Ariz. He 
was an avid golfer and a great 
fan of Mizzou football as 
well as St. Louis Cardinals 
baseball.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents and his sister 
and brother-in-law, Ruth 
and Charles Pisoni. Steve is 
survived by his wife, Pam 
Smith of Vail, Ariz. He is also 
survived by sisters Jean (Joe) 
Wilkins of Pleasant Plains, 
Ill., and Susan (Ralph) Schild 
of Vail, Ariz. Additional 
survivors include nieces, 
nephews, cousins and a host 
of friends.

A memorial service will be 
held on Sept. 5, 2026, at 10 
a.m. at Desert Skies United 
Methodist Church in Tucson, 
Ariz.

In memory of Steve, please 
consider a gift to the Anna 
United Methodist Church 
(111 W. Monroe St.) or to the 
charity of your choice.

Announcement courtesy of 
Crain Funeral Home in Anna-
Jonesboro.

Students in the 2027 
U n i o n  C o u n t y  C E O 
(Creating Entrepreneurial 
Opportunities) class have 
officially begun their journey.

Union County CEO held 
its Class of 2027 student 
orientation in July at The 
Space on Main, a new addition 
to the Anna community. The 
Space on Main is located 
on South Main Street in 
downtown Anna and is owned 
by Bryan and Mary Kay 
Miller.

U n i o n  C o u n t y  C E O 
board members and program 
facilitator Melanie Smith 
w e l c o m e d  1 5  y o u n g 
professionals and their parents 
at the student orientation.

Recruitment for the Class 
of 2027 began in February. 
Twenty-four seniors from 
Union County’s high schools 
submit ted applicat ions. 
All personal and school 
information was then redacted 
before the applications were 
reviewed by a selection 
committee of board members. 
The blind review process 
i s  d e s ig n ed  t o  en s u r e 
participants are chosen fairly 
and based solely on merit.

“Fifteen students were 
selected, and the UCCEO 
family is thrilled to welcome 
them aboard,” Smith shared.

Students in the 2027 class 
include, by school:

From Anna-Jonesboro 
Community High School: 
Ella Helton, Grayson Garner, 
Holly Yana, Hunter Craft, 
Kinley Leek, Mackenzie 
Barnhart, Maxwel Ruddick, 
Natilyn Corbit, Tilman Dallas.

F r o m  C o b d e n  H i g h 
School: Alivia Kilpatrick, 
Leslie Rafael, Natalie Storm.

From Shawnee  High 
School, Wolf Lake: Addilyn 
Clark, Sereniti Mefford, 
Shelby Pender.

Orientation included a 
presentation for students and 
parents which outlined the 
opportunities, expectations, 
and policies of the CEO 

program. Parents participated 
in a Q&A session with board 
members while students had a 
chance to connect informally 
with Union County CEO 
alumni. This is the second year 
that CEO qualifies as a dual 
credit class through Shawnee 
Community College.

Several alumni returned to 
encourage the Class of 2027 
and share their experiences, 
including Drake Campbell 
(’23), Kaylee Hall (’23) and 
from the Class of 2026, Grant 
Miller, Zoe Chen, Foster 
Needling, Alyssa Fabian, 
Jaylen Althoff, Adam Clark 
and Aleah Box.

“UCCEO is grateful for the 
involvement of so many of its 
alumni,” Smith stated.

Union County CEO is 
a program of the Midland 
Institute for Entrepreneurship 
that gives high school students 
real-world experience in 
entrepreneurship through 
daily meetings hosted at 
local businesses. Throughout 
the school year, students 
will work directly with area 
business owners, mentors and 
investors to develop their own 
ventures and gain hands-on 
business skills.

“UCCEO extends i ts 
gratitude to our investors, 
community and business 
leaders, board members, 
mentors and volunteers who 
make this program possible 

and looks forward to a year 
of growth, learning and 

entrepreneurship for the Class 
of 2027,” Smith said.

Members of the 2027 Union County CEO class are, in the first row, from left, Natalie Storm, Kinley Leek, Natilyn 
Corbit, Ella Helton, Mackenzie Barnhart and Leslie Rafael. In the second row are Holly Yana, Alivia Kilpatrick, 
Sereniti Mefford, Shelby Pender and Addilyn Clark. In the third row are Grayson Garner, Tilman Dallas, Hunter 
Craft and Maxwel Ruddick. Union County CEO photo.

Union County CEO welcomes 15 students in Class of 2027

The Illinois Department 
of  Agr icu l ture ,  IDOA, 
recently announced award 
recipients for the Local 
Food Infrastructure Grant 
Program. The department 
announced the distribution 
of nearly $4 million in 
fiscal year 2026 funding 
to support the continued 
expansion of Illinois’ local 
food system. Some of the 
grant recipients are in Union 
County.

T h e  L o c a l  F o o d 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  G r a n t 
Program, LFIG, was created 
to strengthen the capacity 
of Illinois producers and 
food businesses to store, 
process, package, aggregate 
and distribute locally grown 
products. Funding supports 
essential investments that 
help move Illinois-grown 
food from farm to consumer 
while building long term 
resilience within the state’s 
food supply chain.

The state’s Fiscal Year 
2026 budget allocated funds 
for both collaborative and 
individual projects. Selected 
grant recipients represent 
a diverse group of farms, 
cooperatives, nonprofits, 
food hubs, local governments 
and food businesses, with 
awards ranging from $1,000 
to $250,000 for collaborative 
projects and $1,000 to$75,000 
for individual applicants.

LFIG funds of $2 million 
were appropriated in the 
FY2027 budget  passed 
recently by the Ill inois 
General  Assembly.  The 

grant dollars currently being 
distributed reflect two years’ 
worth of funding, combining 
appropriations of $2 million 
each from Fiscal Years 2025 
and 2026.

I D O A s h a r e d  i n  a 
news release that funding 
recipients in Union County 
included Alto Vineyards, 
$75,000; Flamm Orchards 
Inc. ,  $44,355.59;  Lucy 
Jill Rendleman dba as All 
Seasons Farm, $64,757.25; 
Rendleman Orchards Inc., 
$60,286.02.

“Illinois continues to make 
critical investments that 
support the local farmers and 
food businesses that feed our 
state,” Gov. JB Pritzker said in 
the news release. “Illinoisans 
deserve fresh, nourishing 
food that was grown close to 
home, and these grants will 
help producers statewide 
expand access to locally 
grown products in their own 
communities.”

“ T h e  L o c a l  F o o d 
Infrastructure Grant Program 
reflects our commitment 
t o  s u p p o r t i n g  I l l i n o i s 
agriculture,” said Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
Director Jerry Costello II. 
“These awards will help 
farmers, food businesses and 
community partners expand 
their capacity and reach new 
markets. When we invest 
in local food infrastructure, 
we are creating economic 
opportunity for businesses 
while  ensuring I l l inois 
residents have greater access 
to fresh, locally grown foods.”

T h e  S I U  A l u m n i 
Association is awarding 
$66,443 to 53 new and 
continuing students at SIU 
Carbondale for the 2026-2027 
academic year. The association 
says the support is a testament 
to the generosity and pride 
of Saluki alumni across the 
world.

Funded by SIU Carbondale 
alumni groups and donors, the 
scholarships include financial 
support from 18 regional 
and legacy scholarships and 
26 textbook awards, which 
help offset the rental fee for 

course materials from the SIU 
Bookstore.

One of the scholarship 
recipients is Amelia Lingle 
of Jonesboro. Lingle received 
a $750 scholarship from the 
association’s Union County 
chapter.

Over the last couple of 
years, the association has 
experienced several significant 
advancements in its scholarship 
fundraising efforts.

Grants support 
local food systems

Lingle awarded scholarship
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Hebrews 13
Service Well-pleasing to God

13.1 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show 
hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to 
angels without knowing it. 3 Continue to remember those in prison as if you were 
together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves 
were suffering. 4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept 
pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5 Keep your 
lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God 
has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."[1] 6 So we say with 
confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals 
do to me?"[2] 7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be carried away by all kinds 
of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by grace, not by 
eating ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit to those who do so. 10 We have an 
altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 The 
high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, 
but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also suffered outside 
the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go 
to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 14 For here we do not have 
an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come. 15 Through Jesus, 
therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise-the fruit of lips that 
openly profess his name. 16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, 
for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 17 Have confidence in your leaders and 
submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give 
an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would 
be of no benefit to you.

18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live 
honorably in every way. 19 I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored 
to you soon.

Benediction and Final Greetings
20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 

brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 
equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is 
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
22 Brothers and sisters, I urge you to bear with my word of exhortation, for in fact 
I have written to you quite briefly. 23 I want you to know that our brother Timothy 
has been released. If he arrives soon, I will come with him to see you. 24 Greet all 
your leaders and all the Lord's people. Those from Italy send you their greetings. 
25 Grace be with you all.
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NEWS FROM VIENNA, ILLINOIS

NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE By Dixie Terry
Whether we enjoy hot and 

humid weather, it’s here for 
several more weeks. This 
period of sweltering weather 
coincides with the year’s 
rising of Sirius, the Dog Star, 
a part of the constellation 
Canis Majoris, the Greater 
Dog. Except for the sun, Sirius 
is the brightest star in the sky. 
And now, you know!

And, with Aug. 9 being 
Book Lover’s Day, I can 
celebrate that, easy enough, 
since my daughters keep me 
supplied with a stack from 
Marion Carnegie Library. I am 
now into “The Four Feathers,” 
written in 1903 by A.E.W. 
Mason, and taking place in the 
1800s. A good read!

For  Marsha l l  Tucker 
Band fans, his music will be 
performed on Aug. 29 at the 
Carson Center for Performing 
Arts in Paducah.

The Johnson County Home 
and Community Education 
(HCE) Board of the University 
of Illinois Extension met 
for their monthly business 
meeting on Aug. 6 at 9 a.m. at 
the Extension Office in Vienna. 
Board members are Natalie 
Dougherty, Linda Kuykendall, 
Kim Collins, Rosemary Rouse, 
Betty Yandell, Arlene Dueker, 
Bonnie Hogue, Dixie Terry, 
Phyllis Webb, Lisa King and 
Faye Mize.

The HCE board welcomes 
the public to enjoy a coach 
trip on Nov. 9 to 12 to the 
Christmas-decorated Biltmore 
Mansion in Asheville, N.C. 

Contact Faye Mize at 618-771-
0066 or famize@hotmail.com 
for information or reservations 
for this fun-filled excursion.

Did you know? One in 
six American school kids 
think of the weekend not 
as a time to have fun, but 
as two days of hunger. For 
some food-insecure children, 
school meals are their only 
access to affordable nutrition. 
“Blessings in a Backpack” a 
Kentucky-based group, has 
helped to feed students in more 
than a thousand schools across 
our country.

This  includes  a l l  the 
schools in Johnson County, 
in a program begun several 
years ago, when two mothers 
of the Community of Christ 
Church organized it in the 
Goreville Grade School. 
The program has now been 
extended across the county 
to provide nutritional food 
and snacks for the weekend, 
that are discreetly slipped 
into the backpacks of needy 
children on the last day of 
each school week. Donations 
can be mailed to the co-
ordinator, Barb Watkins, at 
1680 Dutchman Lake Road, 
Tunnel Hill, IL 62972.

L o o k i n g  B a c k :  O n 
Oct. 6, 1768, the swollen 
Susquenanna and Delaware 
rivers, in Pennsylvania, were 
filled with pumpkins that 
had been washed away from 
nearby fields. It was thereafter 
known as “The Pumpkin 
Flood.”

The Southern Trust Bank of 
Goreville recently celebrated 
the 21 years of employee Paula 
Reineking, who has served as 
executive vice-president, chief 
financial officer and chief 
operating officer since 2005. 
We wish her a successful and 
enjoyable retirement.

The Heather Harper Treat 
Memorial Duck Race will be 
held on Sept.13. Stay tuned 
for details.

The annual Webb family 
reunion will be held on Sunday, 
Sept.6 at the Community of 
Christ Church on Tunnel Hill 
Road. A service and business 
meeting will be held at 11 
a.m., with a potluck feast at 
noon and a talent presentation 
at 1 p.m.

Volunteers at the Goreville 
Ministerial Alliance Thrift 
Shop on Aug. 11, 13 and 
15 are members of the Lick 
Creek Pentecostal Church. 
The shop is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and on Saturdays from 
9 a.m. to noon. Drop in for 
bargains galore!

Two of our southern Illinois 
lawmakers are criticizing 
the Illinois Department of 
Human Services,  which 
is  at tempting to reduce 
operations at Choate Mental 
Health and Developmental 
C e n t e r  i n  A n n a .  S t a t e 
Representative Scott Doody, 
R-Anna, and State Senator 
Paul Jacobs, R-Pomona, have 
issued statements calling the 
decision “devastating” and 

University of Illinois 
Extension is launching its 
new Health and Community 
Wellness, HCW, program 
area to better meet the 
needs of Illinois residents 
as communities and families 
face challenges related to 
health, food and nutrition, 
family relationships and 
financial well-being.

Housed within the College 
of Agricultural, Consumer 
and Environmental Sciences, 
Illinois Extension connects 
the research and expertise 
of the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign with 
communities in all  102 
Illinois counties.

HCW combines  and 
e x p a n d s  t h e  w o r k  o f 
Extension’s former Family 
and Consumer Sciences and 
Integrated Health Disparities 
teams into a single program 
area built for greater impact.

“We carefully assessed 
our strengths within Illinois 
Extension and identified 
where communities need us 
most, now and in the future,” 
said Jennifer McCaffrey, 
assistant dean for Health and 
Community Wellness, in a 
news release. “This strategic 
alignment allows us to focus 
our efforts on key issues in 
Illinois, where we can make 
the biggest difference for 
families across the state.”

Under this umbrella, 
the HCW team will:

Deliver research-based 
programming aligned with 
local needs and community 
health priorities, building 
upon Extension’s strengths 
and partnerships in nutrition 
and food security, food 
systems, chronic disease 
p reven t ion ,  ag ing  and 
financial wellness.

I m p r o v e  o u t c o m e s 
and efficiency through a 
streamlined staffing model, 
increased digital educational 
opportunities and expanded 
use of proven outreach 
methods, such as train-
the-trainer education and 
community capacity-building 
initiatives.

Integrate research and 
teaching initiatives across 
Extension, the College of 
Agricultural, Consumer and 
Environmental Sciences 
and  the  Univers i ty  o f 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
by working with faculty, 
expanding student learning 
opportunities, and continuing 
t o  b u i l d  w o r k f o r c e 
development initiatives.

One of the first initiatives 
for the HCW team is the new 
Center for Food Systems, 
Nutr i t ion Securi ty  and 
Health Integration, which 
opened in July. The center is 
a statewide strategic hub for 

Illinois Extension, focusing 
on research, innovation 
and leadership across food 
systems, nutrition security 
and community health.

The center’s mission is to 
connect farmers, partners and 
communities with research, 
t r a in ing  and  p rac t i ca l 
solutions that strengthen 
Illinois food systems, improve 
nutrition security, protect the 
environment and enhance 
the health and well-being of 
people and ecosystems across 
Illinois and beyond. In the 
coming year, the center is 
excited to launch projects 
focused on farm-to-school, 
food navigation, and training 
for rural healthcare workers.

Matthew Vann, director of 
Illinois Extension, said the 
center builds on Extension’s 
longstanding role as a trusted 
partner in communities across 
Illinois. “We’re excited about 
the next phase of Extension 
programming in health and 
wellness,” he said. “This 
is a great opportunity for 
impactful programming 
through deeper partnerships 
across Extension and the 
state of Illinois. It exemplifies 
how Illinois Extension can 
serve the citizens of every 
community. We look forward 
to seeing growth in our Health 
and Community Wellness 
program.”

By Ed Annable
The accompanying photo 

shows the courthouse square in 
1954, less than 10 years after 
the close of World War II. The 
photo most likely was taken on 
a Saturday afternoon when, as 
it appears, not more than one 
narrow parking space remained. 
As can be seen, traffic around 
the Old Courthouse went in two 
directions, and parking likewise 
followed this pattern.

Saturday was the busiest 
day of the week for the Vienna 
merchan t s .  Mos t  peop le 
shopped locally; afterall, there 
was hardly anything that a 
person might need or desire that 
was not carried in the numerous 
busy stores.

Saturday was not only 
the busiest day of the week, 
but it was the longest day, 
with most stores remaining 
open until 9:00 pm, well past 

the normal weekday closing 
time. Saturdays being so busy, 
the merchants needed some 
extra time off. The solution 
was the closing of all stores on 
Thursday afternoons to give the 
merchants and their employees 
a welcomed break.

Not only were the stores 
closed on Thursday afternoons, 
there are reports that the Old 
Courthouse was also closed for 
business at this same time. The 

courthouse square was a lonely 
place on these afternoons. The 
only thing open was the doors to 
the public restrooms on the south 
side of the Old Courthouse.

When th is  pract ice  of 
Thursday afternoon closings was 
initiated, or when it ended has 
not been definitely determined, 
but it is known that the practice 
dominated the stores around 
the Old Courthouse sometime 
during the 1950s and 1960s.

“disappointing.”
Ten members of our clan 

motored to Current River in 
Missouri last weekend and 
enjoyed the airbnb as well as 
rafting down the river. No, I 
didn’t go along!

M y  t w o  d a u g h t e r s , 
Pam and Nancy, spent an 
enjoyable afternoon cooling 
off in the swimming pool at 
Dixon Springs State Park. 
They also made a stop at The 
Chocolate Factory for ice 
cream and brought me a dark 
chocolate bar, made from their 
irresistible silky smooth velvet 
creme chocolate.

August is National Family 
Fun Month and mine seem to 
be celebrating it.

Blowing out candles this 
week and turning another year 
older are these folks: Aug. 
9 — Abigail Payne, Dorothy 
Pfeffer, Caleb Montgomery, 
our grandson! Aug. 10 — 
Emilee Webb, Misty Rowe! 
Aug. 11 — Tyde Resczensky, 
Nancy Farris, Jennifer and 

Laura, the Billingsley twins! 
Aug. 12 — Elizabeth Potocki, 
Mel i ssa  Darne l l ,  Dix ie 
Hughes! Aug. 13 — Robert 
Poole, Owen Hancock, Joyce 
Frederick, Logan Lambert! 
Aug. 14 — Caleb Murley, Carl 
Kelley, Rosemary O’Keefe, 
Derek Herron, Krista Miles, 
Baylee Webb! May you all 
have many more!

Congratulations to these 
couples who will be celebrating 
wedding anniversaries! Jamie 
and Shannon Kerley on Aug. 
9! Julie and Jason Hammond 
on Aug. 11! Max and Emma 
Hook on Aug. 15!

Jody Johnson celebrated his 
July 30 birthday, along with 
his three sons, playing pitch 
and catch at “Field of Dreams” 
in Iowa.

Along with my friend, 
Joyce Frederick of Goreville, 
we enjoyed a delicious lunch 
at Club Sixty, the senior center 
in Marion on Friday. The 
Swiss steak and cherry cheese 
cake were great!

At Shawnee Community 
College on Aug. 12 at 5:30pm 
will be “Building Healthier 
Communi t ies  for  Men” 
sponsored by the University 
of Illinois Extension.

Camp Jericho, located at 
Pulleys Mill, has closed for 
the season, after welcoming 
youngsters from the area with 
fun and learning sessions for 
several weeks.

Looking Back: From the 
Aug. 25, 1993, edition of 
the Goreville Gazette comes 
this: “The Lake of Egypt 
was stocked this summer by 
the Southern Illinois Power 
Co-Op with several thousand 
hybrid striped fingerlings, 
which should be mature 
enough to catch in 4 or 5 
years, making this lake one of 
the best for fishing.”

Have news? Send it along 
to dixieterry85@yahoo.com or 
618-422-2086.

Have a great remainder of 
the week and enjoy all that 
August has to offer!

Extension launches Health, 
Community Wellness program

Courthouse Memories: Remembering the 
Johnson County Courthouse Square in 1954
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A u g u s t  i s  N a t i o n a l 
Immunization Awareness 
Month. At a time of the year 
when many families have 
been scheduling their child’s 
vaccinations appointment 
for school, Rural Health Inc. 
encourages adults to schedule 
t h e i r  o w n  v a c c i n a t i o n 
appointment to ensure they 
too are up-to-date on their own 
vaccines.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, CDC, 
recommends that adults not 
only be vaccinated against 
seasonal illness, but depending 
on a person’s age, travel, life 
events such as pregnancy and 
employment, they should also 
be vaccinated against what are 
often considered childhood 
vaccines. These can include 
Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria and 
whooping cough), chickenpox 
(Varicella), Hepatitis B, 
meningococcal and MMR 
(measles, mumps and rubella).

“Outside of annual vaccines 
such as flu, COVID-19 and 
RSV (Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus),  adults generally 
consider other vaccinations to 
be a ‘kid’ thing, not realizing 
that they are also susceptible 
to infection as easily as 
children,” Rural Health Inc. 
director of public relations 

Shawnna Rhine said in a news 
release. “The difference is that 
because of underlying health 
conditions, age and other risk 
factors, adults are more likely 
to suffer a serious illness 
without vaccination.”

While vaccination is not 
an option for some people 
in preventing illness, Rural 
Heal th  Inc.  encourages 
everyone to talk with their 
healthcare provider about 
vaccination protection.

“It’s easy to get caught up 
in all the information we read 
and hear about vaccines,” 
Rhine said. “Your provider 
is a trusted source and will 
help you decide if vaccination 
is right for you based on 
your individual health needs. 
Never hesitate to have this 
conversation.”

The  CDC offe r s  the 
f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s  a n d 
information about vaccines:

Vaccines have reduced 
diseases and saved lives for 
over 100 years, but serious 
disease is still a threat. People 
all over the world, including in 
the United States, still become 
seriously ill or even die from 
diseases that vaccines can help 
prevent.

Vaccines protect individuals 
and also avoid spreading 

preventable diseases to other 
people in the community who 
are not vaccinated.

Some vaccine-preventable 
diseases can have serious 
complications. For them, 
v a c c i n a t i o n  p r o v i d e s 
protection not only against the 
disease itself but also against 
the dangerous complications 
or consequences that it can 
bring such as hospitalization, 
long-term illness such as 
cancer and death.

Vaccine safety is a high 
priority. The CDC and other 
experts carefully review safety 
data before recommending 
any vaccine, then continually 
monitor vaccine safety after 
approval.

Most people experience 
only mild side effects after a 
vaccination. These reactions 
usually go away on their own 
within a few days. Serious or 
long-lasting side effects are 
extremely rare.

Information about vaccine 
safety and scheduling a 
vaccination appointment are 
available by calling Rural 
Health Inc. at 618-833-4471 
or by visiting one of its health 
centers in the area. Rural 
Health Inc. has locations in 
Union, Johnson and Massac 
counties.

The State of Illinois is 
offering a sales tax reduction 
on school supplies through 
Aug. 16. Starting on Aug. 7, 
the state sales tax was reduced 
from 6.25 percent to 1.25 
percent. During this time local 
sales taxes still apply. School 
supplies, as well as clothing 
and shoes under $125, are 
eligible for the lower tax rate.

Ben Szalinski with Capitol 
News Illinois reported in an 
Aug. 3 story that items with 
a lower sales tax include 
traditional supplies such 
as markers and pencils, 
notebooks and folders and 
other classroom items, as well 
as many clothing purchases.

“Parents will keep more 
of their hard-earned dollars 
while students wil l  get 
what they need to start the 
school year off right,” Gov. 
JB Pritzker said at an event 
in Palatine to highlight the 
initiative.

Clothing items, including 
shoes, that cost less than $125 
will qualify for a lower sales 
tax rate, while there will be no 

price limit on school supplies. 
All purchases will still be 
subject to local sales taxes, 
however.

The program costs the 
state $10 million, a minimal 
amount of the $55.9 billion 
budget.

Pritzker blamed President 
Donald Trump for rising 
inflation, saying his policies 
have increased costs and 
made life harder for Illinois 
families.

“We can’t control broader 
inflation in the economy, but 
there are some things we 
can do to make life easier,” 
Pritzker said.

Launching into campaign 
mode with Election Day three 
months away, Pritzker said 
the sales tax holiday is the 
latest example of how his 
administration has tried to 
lower costs for Illinoisans. 
He pointed to initiatives to 
raise the minimum wage, 
provide food benefits for 
people who lost eligibility for 
federal support and forgive 
medical debt. He also touted 

and legislation reforming 
insurance and banning hidden 
fees as other ways he’s saved 
Illinoisans money.

The sales tax holiday on 
school supplies is one of 
two tax relief initiatives in 
the fiscal year 2027 budget. 
Lawmakers also suspended 
the annual increase to the 
motor fuel tax until Jan. 1, 
which saves drivers about 1 
cent per gallon.

The budget also included 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars in new taxes, mostly 
on businesses, as lawmakers 
increased spending by less 
than 1 percent.

The last time the state 
approved such a program was 
in 2022, the last time Pritzker 
ran for reelection.

• Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service that distributes 
state government coverage 
to hundreds of news outlets 
s tatewide.  I t  i s  funded 
primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. 
McCormick Foundation.

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources, IDNR, 
has announced the availability 
of turkey and deer hunting 
permits. Details about all 
of the permits can be found 
online at HuntIllinois.org.

The sale of fall turkey 
archery over-the-counter 
permits by licensed vendors 

only started Aug. 1 and 
continues through Jan. 18. 
Permits are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
until quotas have been met.

Starting Aug. 3, Illinois 
resident and non-resident 
hunters could purchase fall 
turkey archery permits on a 
first-come, first-served basis 

until quotas have been met 
for a particular county or 
until the close of the season 
on Jan. 17.

Star t ing  Aug.  4  and 
continuing through Oct. 12, 
youth deer resident and non-
resident firearm over-the-
counter permits are being 
sold by licensed vendors.

By Ben Szalinski
Capitol News Illinois

Most Illinois retailers will 
be required to accept cash 
payments beginning in 2028 
under a bill Gov. JB Pritzker 
signed on Friday, July 31.

House Bill 4592 requires 
retailers that employ someone 
to process in-person consumer 
transactions must accept cash 
payments on purchases under 
$500, though the businesses 
do not have to accept bills 
larger than $20.

The requirement does 
not apply to self-checkout 
machines, overnight sales, if 
a business runs out of cash, 
membership-only businesses, 
or phone or internet purchases. 
Businesses that do not follow 
the law will have to pay fines.

“ F o r  m a n y  I l l i n o i s 
residents, cash remains a 
dependable and necessary 
way to pay for everyday 
purchases,” Sen. Christopher 
Belt, D-Swansea, said in a 
statement. “People deserve 
the freedom to choose how 
they pay.”

The measures was one of 
87 bills Pritzker signed on 
July 31.

Jury pay
Employers will now have 

to pay their employees their 
full rate of pay while they are 
serving on jury duty under 
House Bill 4844. Businesses 
with 25 or fewer employees are 
exempt from the requirement, 
which begins immediately.

CPR practice
House Bill 4788 requires 

schools, beginning in the 
2028-2029 school year, to 
provide breasted and non-
breasted manikins for CPR 

practice in middle school and 
high school. The goal is to 
give students more practice 
with female victims, who 
studies show are less likely to 
receive help from bystanders 
when suffering cardiac arrest.

“When someone’s life is 
on the line, every second 
counts,” Sen. Laura Ellman, 
D-Napervil le,  said in a 
statement. “More inclusive, 
realistic CPR training helps 
people act quickly and save 
lives.”

Workload report
Senate Bill 3314 requires 

higher education institutions 
to provide more transparency 
about how many credits their 
faculty members are teaching.

The law requires the state’s 
colleges and universities to, 
beginning in Sept. 2028, 
report annually the number 
of credit hours being taught 
by full- and part-time faculty 
members. The reports would 
be organized by tenure status 
and discipline.

Lawmakers supporting 
the bill said the goal is to 
provide more transparency for 
students and educators about 
the higher education system 
and ensure faculty members 
are receiving necessary 
support.

“This legislation helps 
shine a light on who is doing 
the teaching in our colleges 
and universities by making 
clear how many credit hours 
are taught by full-time versus 
part-time faculty,” Illinois 
Educa t ion  Assoc i a t i on 
President Karl Goeke said in 
a statement. “Our students and 
their families deserve to know 
who is leading the bulk of the 

classes at their colleges and 
universities.”

Human trafficking
D r i v e r s  o n  I l l i n o i s 

interstates will soon notice 
more information about 
human trafficking at rest 
stops.

House Bill 4654 requires 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation to install 
signs with resources for 
human trafficking victims in 
bathrooms at all rest areas, 
beginning immediately.

Airport noise
Senate Bill 4041 requires 

O’Hare and Midway airports 
in Chicago to conduct noise 
studies at least every five 
years beginning by the end 
of 2030. The study must map 
out how sound is distributed 
around the airport and forecast 
how noise will be distributed 
going forward.
Mental Health Treatment

House Bill 5193 allows 
more patients to be transported 
by ambulance to a mental 
health institution rather than 
a hospital emergency room 
beginning immediately. The 
law now allows people under 
the influence of drugs or 
alcohol to be transported 
to approved mental health 
facilities if EMTs determine 
that’s a more appropriate 
location and it is approved by 
their supervisors.

• Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service that distributes 
state government coverage 
to hundreds of news outlets 
s ta tewide.  I t  i s  funded 
primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. 
McCormick Foundation.

By Ben Szalinski
Capitol News Illinois
A new state program took 

effect Saturday, Aug. 1, to 
provide food benefits to people 
who have recently become 
ineligible because of federal 
changes to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program.

The Families Receiving 
Emergency Support  for 
Hunger, or FRESH, program 
kicked off Aug. 1 after state 
lawmakers appropriated $70 
million in the fiscal year 2027 
budget to establish a state 
food assistance program. The 
initiative allows households 
that lost their SNAP benefits 
earlier this year to receive a 
$400 one-time payment.

“At a time when the cost 
of groceries, gas, and utilities 
are all rising, Donald Trump 
and Republicans decided to 
strip food assistance from 
nearly 100,000 people,” 
Gov. JB Pritzker said in a 
statement. “In Illinois, we 
passed the FRESH program 
to help provide some relief 
for families kicked off food 
assistance, but no state 
can backfill the cruel and 
imminent cuts set in motion 
by Trump’s budget bill.”

About 150,000 Illinoisans 

were expected to lose food 
assistance benefits beginning 
May 1 af ter  new work 
requirements established 
by Congress  went  in to 
effect. About 1.5 million 
Illinoisans received SNAP 
benefits in June, according 
to the Illinois Department 
of Human Services. That 
includes 830,342 households. 
The number of beneficiaries 
in June was down 134,734 
people compared to April.

Eligible households are 
those that lost benefits because 
of the federal changes and are 
automatically enrolled in the 
FRESH program. Recipients 
will receive the one-time 
payment to their Illinois Link 
card to use on food.

People who lose SNAP 
coverage in the coming 
months will also receive 
payments until funding for 
the program runs out.

Other Financial Impacts
The budget also included 

$55 million to hire 450 
Depar tmen t  o f  Human 
Services employees, including 
staff to update state systems to 
comply with federal changes 
to SNAP and Medicaid 
eligibility.

Illinois, and most other 

states, are set to be on the 
hook for higher costs in the 
coming years because of the 
changes Congress made.

Beginning in in October 
2027, states will cover half 
of administrative costs for 
the program and many states 
will begin covering a portion 
of SNAP benefits. States with 
an error rate greater than 10 
percent will have to cover 15 
percent of the cost of benefits 
starting in fiscal year 2029.

Illinois’ error rate was 14.7 
percent in federal fiscal year 
2025, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 
That was up from 11.6 percent 
the year before.

Illinois will have another 
year to produce a lower error 
rate, giving the state more 
time to rectify problems. As 
of now, the state could be on 
the hook for $700 million in 
new SNAP costs by the end 
of 2028 if nothing changes.

• Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service that distributes 
state government coverage 
to hundreds of news outlets 
s tatewide.  I t  i s  funded 
primarily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. 
McCormick Foundation.
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Adults encouraged to stay up 
to date on immunizations

State sales tax reduced 
for back-to-school items

Hunting permits available

New laws address cash 
payments, pay for jury duty

New Illinois program provides food benefits
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The Gazette-Democrat 
Classified Section

Anna Office
618-833-2158 

classifieds@annanews.com
AD DEADLINE IS 3 P.M. MONDAY

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds .....................35¢ per word

$8.00 minimum for each paid ad per week

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .....................................$14.00

Land Clearing, Mulching and 
Excavation Work Brush Busters 
618-658-2029.

Shawnee Community College 
is looking for full and part-time 
Custodian for their Ullin Campus 
and The Massac County Exten-
sion Center. For more informa-
tion, please Call 618-634-3200 
Ext. 3436

Job Opening: Director of Li-
brary Services Jonesboro Public 
Library Jonesboro Public Library 
is seeking a motivated, orga-
nized, and community-oriented 
individual to serve as Director of 
Library Services. This is a part-
time, temporary position offering 
an opportunity to support library 
operations and community en-
gagement. Position Details: Title: 
Director of Library Services Pay: 
$15.00 per hour Schedule: Part-
time, 20 hours per week,Term: 
Temporary position for one (1) 
year Key Responsibilities In-
clude (but are not limited to): 
Oversee daily library operations 
and services, Assist patrons with 
circulation, reference, and basic 
technology needs, Coordinate 
programs, events, and community 
outreach, Support grant writing 
and fundraising efforts, Manage 
library collections and basic re-
cords, Supervise volunteers and 
ensure a welcoming library en-
vironment, Maintain compliance 
with library policies and proce-
dures Qualifications: High school 
diploma or equivalent required, 
Library, nonprofit, education, 
or customer service experience 
preferred, Strong communication 
and organizational skills, Ability 
to work independently and with 
the public, Basic computer and 
technology skills, Passion for 
libraries and community service 
How to Apply: Please email 
a resume and cover letter to:  
cojboro@gmail.com Applica-
tion Deadline: Open until filled. 
Application can be picked up 
at Jonesboro City Hall. Join us 
in supporting literacy, learning, 
and community connection at 
Jonesboro Public Library!

SERVICES

REAL 
ESTATE

Send Classified Ads 
& Legal Notices to 

classifieds@annanews.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE
CERTIFICATE 

NUMBER 2022-00089
To: JOE J SMITH AND/OR 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS

OFFICER FOR FIFTH 
THIRD BANK NA

UNION COUNTY CLERK
, and all unknown owners, 

occupants, beneficiaries, heirs, 
devisees or parties interested. A 
Petition for a Tax Deed on the 
premise described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court 
of Union County, Illinois, as 
Case Number 2026TX22. On 
12/16/2026 at 11:00 AM, Via 
Zoom, Meeting ID: 980 2593 
9529, No Passcode, the Petitioner 
will make an application to such 
court in Union County, Illinois, 
for an Order on the Petition that 
a Tax Deed be issued if the real 
estate is not redeemed from the 
sale. The real estate is described 
as follows, to wit:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: S23 
T12 R2W PT SE SE

PERMANENT INDEX NUM-
BER: 08-23-06-017-A1

and was sold on 2/7/2024 for 
general taxes for the year 2022. 
The period of redemption will 
expire on 12/4/2026.

RAVEN SECURITIES INC
PETITIONER
8221-967845

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE
CERTIFICATE 

NUMBER 2022-00143
To: MICHAEL JEROLDS 

AND/OR UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS

CT CORPORATION 
SYSTEM AGENT FOR 

TOWER LOAN OF 
ILLINOIS DBA TOWER 

LOAN OF MARION
UNION COUNTY CLERK
, and all unknown owners, 

occupants, beneficiaries, heirs, 
devisees or parties interested. A 
Petition for a Tax Deed on the 
premise described below has 
been filed in the Circuit Court 
of Union County, Illinois, as 
Case Number 2026TX23. On 
12/16/2026 at 11:00 AM, Via 
Zoom, Meeting ID: 980 2593 

9529, No Passcode, the Petitioner 
will make an application to such 
court in Union County, Illinois, 
for an Order on the Petition that 
a Tax Deed be issued if the real 
estate is not redeemed from the 
sale. The real estate is described 
as follows, to wit:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 
19 BLK 1 FOREST PLACE 
ADD. 55’X 150’

PERMANENT INDEX NUM-
BER: 14-00-09-172-

and was sold on 2/7/2024 for 
general taxes for the year 2022. 
The period of redemption will 
expire on 12/4/2026.

RAVEN SECURITIES INC
PETITIONER
8221-967846

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the 

election for the Shawnee Com-
munity College Board of Trustee 
members will be held on April 6, 
2027. This election is for three, 
6-year term positions. Packets 
with details and nomination 
petitions may be picked up in the 
Executive Office H2106, 8364 
Shawnee College Rd, Ullin, IL, 
Monday through Friday from 
August 25 through November 
13, 2026 between 8am – 4pm, 
excluding holidays. The dates 
for filing nomination petitions are 
November 16 through November 
23, 2026, during regular business 
hours at the Executive Office 
H2106, 8am – 4pm. The time will 
be extended to 5:30pm on the last 
day of filing, November 23, 2026.

8221-967998

LEGAL NOTICE 
- REQUEST FOR 

QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)
City of Vienna, IL

The City of Vienna is accepting 
Statements of Qualifications 
(SOQ) from licensed engineering 
firms for professional services on 
various federally funded projects. 
Scope varies by project and will 
be stated in specific work orders. 
Submissions due by 4:00 PM 
CST on

September 4, 2026, at Vienna 
City Hall, 205 N. 4th St., Vienna, 
IL 62995. Federally funded rules 
apply. Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer. The City reserves the right 
to reject any or all submittals, 
waive informalities, and select the 
firm that best serves the interest of 
the City. Download the complete 
RFQ packet, evaluation criteria, 
and instructions at www.city-
ofviennail.net or contact Aleatha 
Wright, City Clerk, awright@
cityofviennail.net, 618-658-5161.

8221-967977

PUBLIC NOTICE OF
ORDINANCE NO. 26-02

AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY 
AND ASSESS A TAX FOR 
STINSON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DISTRICT OF THE COUNTY 
OF UNION, STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING

\JULY 1, 2026 AND ENDING 
JUNE 30, 2027

BE IT ORDAINED, that the 
Stinson Public Library District 
of the County of Union, State of 
Illinois shall levy a tax of .02% of 
the value of all taxable property 
within said District, for building 
and maintenance purposes, sub-
ject to the right of the electors 
in said District to petition and 
require an election concerning the 
imposition of such tax, pursuant 
to 75 ILCS 16/35-5.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, 
that within fifteen (15) days from 
the date of adoption of the ordi-
nance, it shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation 
in the Stinson Public Library 
District and it is effective imme-
diately upon adoption.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we 
have hereunder set our hands in 
Anna, Illinois this 27th day of 
July, 2026.

1. The specific number of voters 
required to sign a petition request-
ing that the question of adoption 
of the ordinance be submitted to 
the electors of the District is 929.

2. The petition must be filed on 
or before September 12, 2026.

3. The referendum would be 
held April 6, 2027.

Misty Yates
Secretary of the Board of Trust-

ees of Stinson Public Library 
District

c/o Stinson Public Library Dis-
trict

409 S. Main St.
Anna, IL 62906
8221-967857

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by the 

Board of Education of Egyptian 
School District No. 5 in the 
County of Alexander, State of 
Illinois, that the proposed initial 
budget for said school district 
for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2026 will be on file and 
available for public inspection 
at the Superintendent’s office, 
20023 Diswood Road, Tamms, 
Illinois from and after 8:30 a.m. 
on the 21st day of August, 2026. 
Notice is further hereby given that 
a public hearing on said budget 
will be held at 5:55 p.m. on the 
21st day of September, 2026 at 
Egyptian School.

Board of Education of School 
District No. 5 in the County of 
Alexander, State of Illinois. Mike 
Mathis, Secretary

8221-967817

Assumed Name 
Publication Notice

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on Monday, August 3, 2026, 
a certificate was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of UNION 
County, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post-office addresses 
of all of the persons owning, 
conducting, and transacting the 
business known as:

THE BARRELS OF UNION 
COUNTY

170 N COUNTY LINE RD
COBDEN IL 62920
Dated this 3rd day of August, 

2026.
Stephanie L. Cox
COUNTY CLERK
No. ABN2026-7922
8221-967838

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Proposed 

Tariff Changes
Electric Service Schedule 

Ill. C. C. No. 1
To the Electric Patrons of
Ameren Illinois Company 

d/b/a Ameren Illinois:
Ameren Illinois (or the Com-

pany) hereby gives notice to the 
public that on May 28, 2026, it 
filed with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (Commission) pro-
posed changes in its rates and 
charges for approved Energy Ef-
ficiency and Demand-Response 
Measures (EDR) throughout its 
territory in Illinois pursuant to 
its Rider Energy Efficiency and 
Demand Response Investment 
(Rider EE) tariff in Docket No. 
26-0443. The changes to Rider 
EE are applicable to Ameren 
Illinois Rate Zones I, II and III.

A copy of the proposed change 
in schedule may be inspected at 
the Ameren Illinois offices at 300 
Liberty Street, Peoria, Illinois 
or online at www.icc.illinois.
gov/e-docket/.

Customers should be advised 
that the Commission may alter 
or otherwise amend the rates or 
conditions of service after hear-
ings are held pursuant to 83 Ill. 
Adm. Code Part 200, and may 
increase or decrease individual 
rates in amounts other than those 
requested by Ameren Illinois.

All parties interested in this 
matter may obtain information 
with respect thereto either di-
rectly from Ameren Illinois or by 
addressing the Chief Clerk of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission, 
527 East Capitol Avenue, Spring-
field, Illinois 62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COM-
PANY

d/b/a Ameren Illinois
By: Patrick Smith, President
8221-967631
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
PULASKI COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
In the matter of:

BIG CREEK DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT NO. 2,

Pulaski County, Illinois,
NO. P-163-67

NOTICE OF ELECTION
We, the undersigned, as Com-

missioners in the office of said 
District, do hereby designate that 
an election will be held for the 
purpose of electing a successor 
to the Commissioner of said 
District, whose term will next 
expire. The election will be held 
at the Ullin Depot/City Hall, 
101 North Central Street, Ullin, 
Illinois, on September 1, 2026, 
between the hours of 2:00 p.m. 
and 4:00 p.m. One Commission-
er shall be elected for a term of 
three (3) years from the date of 
his election.

Any qualified person may de-
clare his candidacy for the office 
of Commissioner and thereby 
become entitled to have his name 
placed on the ballot by filing a 
statement of this candidacy, in 
writing, with the Circuit Clerk 
of Pulaski County at the Pulaski 
County Courthouse in Mound 
City, Illinois, at least three (3) 
weeks prior to the date of said 
election.

COMMISSIONERS OF BIG 
CREEK DRAINAGE DISTRICT 
NO. 2

Sammy Ulen, Commissioner

Mike Earnhart, Commissioner
Donnie Blaney, Commissioner
Dated: 7/22/2026
8221-967623

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
PULASKI COUNTY, 

MOUND CITY, ILLINOIS
IN RE THE ESTATE OF:

MARTHA JOANNE WEST,
Deceased.

No. 2025-PR-10
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death 
of Martha Joanne West, whose 
place of residence at the time of 
her death was Pulaski County, 
Illinois. Letters of Office were 
issued on May 21, 2026 to Rich-
ard Kruger, as Independent Ad-
ministrator With Will Annexed, 
of Kruger & Abell Law Firm, 
110 W. 5th Street, Metropolis, 
Illinois.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Clerk of 
the Court at the Pulaski County 
Courthouse, Mound City, Illinois 
or with the representative, or 
both, within six months from 
the date of the first publication 
of this Notice and any claim not 
filed within that period is barred.

Copies of a Claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten days after it 
has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exceptions. To e-file, 
you must create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
EFSPs-Page/ to learn more about 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq-page/ or 
talk to your local circuit Clerk’s 
office.

Dated this 22nd day of May, 
2026.

Richard Kruger, Independent 
Administrator With Will An-
nexed of the Estate of Martha 
Joanne West, Deceased

By: Richard Kruger
KRUGER & ABELL LAW 

FIRM
Attorneys at Law
110 W. 5th Street
P.O. Box 568
Metropolis, IL 62960
Telephone (618) 524-9302
Fax (618) 524-9305
E-mail: richard@richardkru-

gerlaw.com
8221-967354

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

ALEXANDER COUNTY 
- CAIRO, ILLINOIS

VANDERBILT 
MORTGAGE AND
FINANCE, INC.,

Plaintiff,
v.

ROBIN S. OWEN,
SUSAN ANN GODSEY,
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT
OF REVENUE,

UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS

Defendants.
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE
No. 2025FC1
NOTICE OF 

FORECLOSURE SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby 

given that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure entered by the 
Court in the above-entitled cause 
the property hereinafter described 
or so much thereof as shall be suf-
ficient to satisfy said judgment, 
will be sold to the highest bidder.

(A) The name, address and 
telephone number of the per-
son to contact for information 
regarding the real estate is: Aly 
Carnes at Vanderbilt Mortgage 
and Finance, Inc., 500 Alcoa 
Trail, Maryville, TN 37804, 
1-865-380-3000 ext. 7180.

(B) The real estate is commonly 
known and numbered as 30954 
Bader Ln., Mcclure, IL 62957.

(C) The legal description of the 
real estate is:

THAT PART OF THE N.W. 
QUARTER OF SECTION 

19, TOWNSHIP 14 SOUTH, 
RANGE 3 WEST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL MERID-
IAN, DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: COMMENCE AT THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
SAID SECTION 19; THENCE 
SOUTH 0 DEG. 14’ WEST 
624.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
89 DEG. 46’ EAST 24.37 FEET 
FOR A PLACE OF BEGIN-
NING; THENCE SOUTH 89 
DEG. 46’ EAST 104.36 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 0 DEG. 14’ 
WEST 104.00 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 89 DEG. 49’ WEST 
104.36 FEET; THENCE NORTH 
0 DEG. 14’ EAST 104.00 FEET 
TO

THE PLACE OF BEGINNING 
IN ALEXANDER COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, CONTAINING 0.249 
ACRE.

Together with a 2020 STHRN 
Energy Mobile/Manufactured 
Home, VIN RUS077509ALAB

PIN(S): 02-19-100-010
(D) The time and place of the 

sale are: Public sale at 10:00 
a.m., on August 26, 2026, at the 
Alexander County Courthouse, 
2000 Washington Ave., Cairo, 
IL 62914.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection.

(E) The terms of the sale are: 
Cash or certified check or the 
equivalent thereof.

(F) Title will be conveyed with-
out warranties, subject to all 
general real estate taxes which 
are a lien upon the real estate, 
but have not yet become due and 
payable; special assessments, if 
any; other exceptions, if any, set 
forth in the title insurance compa-
ny and easements, covenants and 
restrictions of record.

(G) IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE

RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AF-
TER ENTRY OF AN ORDER 
OF POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701 ( c ) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW.

(H) Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507.1, entitled “Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund,” upon and at the sale 
of residential real estate under 
Section 15-1507, the purchaser 
shall pay to the person conducting 
the sale pursuant to Section 15-
1507 a fee for deposit into the 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, a 
special fund created in the State 
treasury. The fee shall be calcu-
lated at the rate of $1.00 for each 
$1,000.00 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchas-
er to the person conducting the 
sale, as reflected in the receipt 
of sale issued to the purchaser, 
provided that in no event shall 
the fee exceed $300.00. No fee 
shall be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid 
at the sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate arose prior 
to the sale. Upon confirmation of 
the sale under Section 15-1508, 
the person conducting the sale 
shall remit the fee to the clerk of 
the court in which the foreclosure 
case is pending. The clerk shall 
remit the fee to the State Treasur-
er as provided in this Section, to 
be expended for the purposes set 
forth in Section 7.31 of the Illi-
nois Housing Development Act.

VANDERBILT MORTGAGE 
AND FINANCE, INC.,

/s/ Lauren E. Kinder
Michael K. Daming, IlBar 

#6281714
Evelyn I. Sims, IlBar #6321883
Lauren E.  Kinder,  I lBar 

#6352026
WASINGER DAMING, LC
CIBC Place, Suite 875
1401 South Brentwood Bou-

levard
St. Louis, Missouri 63144
lkinder@wasingerdaming.com
(314) 961-0400
(314) 961-2726 FAX
Attorneys for Plaintiff
8221-966611

IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
JOHNSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
GARY L. PROUT,

Deceased.
No. 2026-PR-12

PUBLICATION NOTICE
Notice is given of the death 

of Gary L. Prout, deceased, a 
resident of Tunnel Hill, Johnson 
County, Illinois. A petition to ad-
mit will to probate and for letters 
testamentary was filed with the 
Circuit Clerk on July 15, 2026. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on the 16 day of July, 2026, to 
Shannon Prout, of 485 Penrod 
Ln., Dongola, IL 62926.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk at the Johnson County 
Courthouse, Vienna, Illinois, or 
with the representative, or both, 
on or before January 30, 2027, 
at which time a hearing date will 
be set in Circuit Court of John-
son County. Failure to file any 
claim within that period does not 
deprive the claimant of his right 
to enforce his claim in any other 
manner provided by law. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Circuit 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten days after it 
has been filed.

Ryan O’Neal
Circuit Clerk of Johnson County
8221-967497

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
PULASKI COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
BERTHA WADDY,

Deceased.
NO. 2026-PR-8

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death 

of Bertha Waddy, deceased, a 
resident of Villa Ridge, Pulaski 
County, Illinois. A Petition for 
Letters of Independent Adminis-
tration and for Letters of Office 
were filed with the Circuit Clerk 
on June 30, 2026. Letters of 
Office were issued on July 15, 
2026, to Elisabeth Thompson of 
708 Cates Dr., Mahomet, Illinois 
61853.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk at the Pulaski County 
Courthouse, Mounds City, Illi-
nois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before January 30, 
2027, at which time a hearing 
date will be set in Circuit Court of 
Pulaski County. Failure to file any 
claim within that period does not 
deprive the claimant of their right 
to enforce their claim in any other 
manner provided by law. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Circuit 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten days after it 
has been filed.

Stephanie Crain
Circuit Clerk of Pulaski County
Alan W. McIntyre
Attorney at Law
412 Court Street
P.O. Box 515
Vienna, Illinois 62995
(618) 658-9497
ARDC# 6237658
Email: alan@amcintyrelaw.com
8221-967505
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

ALEXANDER COUNTY 
- CAIRO, ILLINOIS

VANDERBILT 
MORTGAGE AND
FINANCE, INC.,

Plaintiff,
v.

ROBIN S. OWEN,
SUSAN ANN GODSEY,
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT
OF REVENUE,

UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS
Defendants.

MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE

No. 2025FC1
NOTICE OF 

FORECLOSURE SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby 

given that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure entered by the 
Court in the above-entitled cause 
the property hereinafter described 
or so much thereof as shall be suf-
ficient to satisfy said judgment, 
will be sold to the highest bidder.

(A) The name, address and 
telephone number of the per-
son to contact for information 
regarding the real estate is: Aly 
Carnes at Vanderbilt Mortgage 
and Finance, Inc., 500 Alcoa 
Trail, Maryville, TN 37804, 
1-865-380-3000 ext. 7180.

(B) The real estate is commonly 
known and numbered as 30954 
Bader Ln., Mcclure, IL 62957.

(C) The description of the real 
estate is:

PIN(S): 02-19-100-010
(D) The time and place of the 

sale are: Public sale at 10:00 
a.m., on August 26, 2026, at the 
Alexander County Courthouse, 
2000 Washington Ave., Cairo, 
IL 62914.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection.

(E) The terms of the sale are: 
Cash or certified check or the 
equivalent thereof.

(F) Title will be conveyed with-
out warranties, subject to all 
general real estate taxes which 
are a lien upon the real estate, 
but have not yet become due and 
payable; special assessments, if 
any; other exceptions, if any, set 
forth in the title insurance compa-
ny and easements, covenants and 
restrictions of record.

(G) IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE

RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AF-
TER ENTRY OF AN ORDER 
OF POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 15-
1701 ( c ) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW.

(H) Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507.1, entitled “Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief 
Fund,” upon and at the sale 
of residential real estate under 
Section 15-1507, the purchaser 
shall pay to the person conducting 
the sale pursuant to Section 15-
1507 a fee for deposit into the 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, a 
special fund created in the State 
treasury. The fee shall be calcu-
lated at the rate of $1.00 for each 
$1,000.00 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchas-
er to the person conducting the 
sale, as reflected in the receipt 
of sale issued to the purchaser, 
provided that in no event shall 
the fee exceed $300.00. No fee 
shall be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid 
at the sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate arose prior 
to the sale. Upon confirmation of 
the sale under Section 15-1508, 
the person conducting the sale 
shall remit the fee to the clerk of 
the court in which the foreclosure 
case is pending. The clerk shall 
remit the fee to the State Treasur-
er as provided in this Section, to 
be expended for the purposes set 
forth in Section 7.31 of the Illi-
nois Housing Development Act.

VANDERBILT MORTGAGE 
AND FINANCE, INC.,

/s/ Lauren E. Kinder
Michael K. Daming, IlBar 

#6281714
Evelyn I. Sims, IlBar #6321883
Lauren E.  Kinder,  I lBar 

#6352026
WASINGER DAMING, LC
CIBC Place, Suite 875
1401 South Brentwood Bou-

levard
St. Louis, Missouri 63144
lkinder@wasingerdaming.com
(314) 961-0400
(314) 961-2726 FAX
Attorneys for Plaintiff
8221-966611

What Is The Value Of A Community Newspaper?
What is the value of a community newspaper?
What does it bring to that community that no other institution can provide?
The local newspaper is a basic institution in any community, like the post office, the schools and the churches.
The local community newspaper, whether it be a 2,000 circulation weekly or a 50,000 circulation daily, serves 

to keep people connected to their community, by telling them what's happening with their neighbors, as well as the 
institution serving the community.

The publication of obituaries, birth announcements, weddings and other significant events in our lives remind us 
of poet John Donne's words, "no man is an island."

Community newspapers alert members of the community to problems needing attention. 
The community newspaper facilitates the exchange of ideas and opinions through its editorial page and letters to 

the editor.
There are so many things of value community newspapers provide: the recording of local history and helping to 

maintain a healthy local economy through effective advertising for local businesses are just a few areas of value.
The community newspaper's value to its community is unquestioned.
– from Publishers Auxiliary, a publication of the National Newspaper Association
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continue to garner attention 
until the state changes course.

“Man, I just hope to see 
everybody coming out and 
supporting us next Tuesday, 
and every Tuesday after that,” 
Leslie said. “I’m hoping to see 
things change and that all of us 
get to keep our jobs.”

Sylvester “King Mo” Morse, 
a participant at Tuesday’s rally, 
is not a Choate employee, but 
lives in Anna and has multiple 
personal ties to the facility.

“My sister worked there, and 
my aunt worked there for 19 
years,” Morse said, but that’s not 
his only connection to Choate.

“When I was a kid, they said 
I was a problem, so they sent 
me to Choate to a school that 
used to help problem kids,” 
Morse said. “It helped me a 
lot. It made me become better 
and helped me get along with 
people. I believe that they’re 
just way more than Choate 
Mental Health.”

Eddie Caumiant, AFSCME 
Counc i l  31’s  Southern 
Illinois regional director, told 
demonstrators to make their 
opposition impossible for state 
leaders to miss.

“If the governor flies over in 
his helicopter, we want him to 
see us fighting him,” Caumiant 
said. “When we fight, we win.”

G o v .  J B  P r i t z k e r 
recently defended the IDHS 
decision during a July 28 
news conference and bill 
signing, saying the staffing 
cuts follow the relocation 

of residents from Choate’s 
gene ra l  deve lopmen ta l 
disabilities program. The 
downsizing of Choate’s 
developmental disabilities 
population followed reporting 
by Capitol News Illinois 
and ProPublica outlining 
the severe mistreatment of 
patients by staff and a culture 
of coverup that had persisted 
for years, despite state and 
federal regulators repeatedly 
citing problems and calling for 
improvements.

“Remember, the reason 
there are staff reductions is 
because we have literally 
moved the developmentally 
disabled residents there to 
better facilities,” Pritzker said. 
“At some point, you don’t need 
staff when there is nobody at 
that facility.”

However, Choate employees 
and local officials argued Aug. 
4 that the state should expand, 
not reduce, mental health 
services in Southern Illinois, 
where they said jails, courts 
and treatment providers are 
already struggling to find beds 
for people in crisis.

IDHS plans to “phase 
down” all 75 civil mental 
health beds at Choate while 
adding beds at Madden Mental 
Health Center in Chicago. The 
agency said the shift, which is 
scheduled to be completed by 
March 2027, reflects that the 
“need for mental health beds 
is greater in northern Illinois.”

Jackson County Assistant 
State’s  Attorney Travis 
Fleming, who handles mental 
health cases, told Capitol 
News Illinois that people are 

already waiting in the county 
jail for placement in the state’s 
forensic mental health system.

“We do have individuals 
waiting for transport for fitness 
sitting in our jail currently,” 
Fleming said.

Fitness restoration is 
a process for defendants 
who, because of mental 
illness, do not understand 
the legal proceedings against 
them or cannot work with 
their attorneys. Treatment 
is intended to help them 
understand the judicial process 
so they can participate in their 
own defense.

Homer “Chip” Markel, 
the Democratic candidate for 
Illinois House District 118, 
aimed his remarks directly 
toward Pritzker.

“Governor…you should 
stand up and reverse the 
decision of IDHS,” Markel 
said.

State Sen. Paul Jacobs, 
a Republican from Pomona 
who represents Illinois’ 59th 
District, said that the demand 
for mental health treatment 
is not limited to Chicago or 
Northern Illinois.

“We are in mental health 
crises across the state,” Jacobs 
said. “We need Choate.”

Union County State’s 
Attorney Tyler Tripp said that 
his office repeatedly encounters 
the lack of available treatment 
space.

“Illinois is in a mental health 
crisis, and what I always hear 
in my office is that we have no 
more room here,” Tripp said.

Tripp said that hundreds 
of forensic patients across 

Illinois are waiting in jails for 
appropriate treatment in a state 
mental health facility.

“There are hundreds of 
people sitting in jail with their 
mental health declining,” 
Tripp said. “State operations 
like Choate should not just 
remain open – they should be 
expanded.

“Any loss of a member 
of staff or any patient is 
unacceptable,” he added.

Tripp rejected the IDHS 
explanation that demand is 
greater in the northern part of 
the state.

“The need for mental health 
beds is greater than we can 
currently handle across the 
entire state – not just Northern 
Illinois,” he said.

Republican state Rep. Scott 
Doody, an Anna resident who 
represents Illinois’ 118th 
District ,  has repeatedly 
condemned the reductions at 
Choate, and did so again while 
addressing the crowd.

“ I ’ m  h e r e  t o d a y  t o 
support you all,” Doody said. 
“Employees and patients aren’t 
just numbers published on a 
spreadsheet.”

IDHS said in its original 
letter that the changes at Choate 
are a result of the “success” of 
the state’s three-year plan, 
which aimed to repurpose the 
facility in partnership with the 
Southern Illinois University 
School of Medicine.

As part of that partnership, 
SIU evaluated how Choate’s 
campus, workforce and programs 
could be repurposed. Its initial 
recommendations included 
preserving and retraining 

existing employees, retaining 
and potentially expanding civil 
mental health services, adding 
forensic psychiatric care and 
converting unused space for 
step-down treatment, crisis 
services, housing and other 
community programs.

The first phase of SIU’s 
Choate  Transformat ion 
Report, published July 14, 
2023, said that two additional 
phases were planned. Phase 
2,  which was due Dec. 
31, 2023, was expected to 
make recommendat ions 
concerning the safety of both 
people receiving care and 
Choate employees. Phase 
3 was expected to make 
recommendations concerning 
Illinois’ statewide systems 
of care for people with 
developmental disabilities and 
serious mental illness over the 
following two to three years.

Neither Phase 2 nor Phase 
3 appear to have been made 
public.

SIU School of Medicine’s 
2020-25 Strategic Plan Progress 
Report, published July 3, 2025, 
said the university supported 
the “Choate Project” and 
worked with IDHS’ Division 
of Developmental Disabilities 
to advance workforce and care 
improvements.

An October 2024 IDHS 
announcement  sa id  the 
decision to add as many as 
25 mental health beds at 
Choate was “informed by 
recommendations” from SIU. 
The agency said SIU continued 
to shape the transformation 
through campus repurposing 
recommendat ions ,  s taff 

t ra ining ini t ia t ives  and 
assessments of safety, patient 
care and workforce needs, but 
it did not attach the underlying 
reports ,  assessments or 
recommendations.

IDHS’ 2026-2030 Strategic 
Planning Roadmap, released 
in May, also describes the 
Choate initiative as a three-
year partnership with SIU. 
It  l ists  four objectives: 
reducing the developmental 
disabilities population by 123, 
increasing mental health bed 
capacity, implementing safety 
enhancements and expanding 
support for community living.

Jacobs defended SIU’s role 
in the process and said the 
school’s work did not call for 
the cuts IDHS announced.

“SIU is not at fault for this,” 
Jacobs said. “In fact, their 
report was very thorough and 
clear.”

Winfield told the dozens 
of people lining the streets of 
downtown Anna on Aug. 4 that 
workers agreed to participate in 
SIU’s evaluation because they 
believed it could strengthen 
Choate.

“ T h e r e  i s  p o w e r  i n 
numbers,” Winfield said. 
“Three years ago they had 
us at the bargaining table 
telling us that they were going 
to repurpose Choate. We 
agreed to let SIU come in 
and evaluate the facility – and 
they actually made some great 
recommendations. They said 
that we should be expanding 
mental health services. They 
said that there is a need for us 
– and I’m here to tell you all 
that there absolutely is.”

Jackson County and in part 
of northern Williamson 
County.

***
Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna hosted a back-
to-school supply giveaway 
Sunday afternoon, Aug. 9.

***
The Anna City Pool has 

wrapped up its 2026 season. 
The pool’s final event of the 
summer was a Doggie Swim 
Day, which was scheduled 
Sunday, Aug. 9.

***
WSIL and KFVS have 

announced that they are 
joining forces under the 
Heartland News brand. 

With the news comes the 
announcement that the two 
stations will have a single 
app, Heartland News, and 
a new online presence at 
HeartlandNews.com. KFVS 
and WSIL will continue to 
have separate First Alert 
Weather apps.

***
Fall semester classes are 

scheduled to start Monday, 
Aug .  17 ,  a t  Shawnee 
Community College.

***
Shawnee Community 

College is offering a new 
competency-based business 
management program this 
fall. The college shared 
on social media that the 
program is designed for 
busy adults and working 
professionals.
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Please read this... By Geof Skinner

Notes
From page 1

Alto Pass graduate celebrates 
103rd birthday

Gladys (nee Hickam) Cavaness Smithey of Du 
Quoin, formerly of Alto Pass, Sparta and Anna, 
celebrated her 103rd birthday on July 29. She is 
pictured here with a portion of her family which 
numbers 100 (plus 25 in-laws). Two great-great 
grandchildren are expected this year. She is the oldest 
living graduate of the former Alto Pass High School. 
Photo provided

A no te  t o  r eade r s…
this week’s column is not 
completely “original,” but 
none of it has been generated 
by AI…as far as I know. Part of 
the column has to be credited 
to folks who write about news 
at Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale…which, by the 
way, is the alma mater for 
both The Other Half and yours 
truly…

Meanwhile…
When I grow up, if that 

ever actually happens, my 
new dream is to become an 
“influencer.” I will create 
really exciting videos. I’m 
thinking the videos would 
feature squirrels. “Real” 
squirrels. Not some Critters 
generated by AI. I will post 
my squirrel videos on Tik 
Tac Toe, which I am sure 
would generate 85 gazbillion 
followers.

And to think…this whole 
“influencer” thing wasn’t 
even a thing all that long 
ago when I was growing up 
for the first time and wanted 
to be a paleontologist…and 
then a veterinarian…and then, 
finally, a journalist.

Meanwhile…
In another matter related to 

21st century technology that 
I don’t want anything to do 
with: I received an opportunity 
via email to have “exclusive 
access to AI features.” Those 
features include being able 
to create “stunning slides 
that can include images and 
infographics.” No. Thank. 
You. At least I’m not getting 
any  emai l s ,  ye t ,  about 
opportunities to buy hearing 
aids.

Meanwhile…
As I was scrolling through 

some of the disheartening 
news posted online one 
morning last week, I came 
across a headline on the 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale news website, 
news.siu.edu.

The headline accompanied 
a story which was about an 
upcoming exhibit scheduled 
at the Sharp Museum on 
the university campus. The 
exhibit is titled “Requiem for 
Newspapers.”

Until that moment, I do 
not recall ever having given 
a lot of thought about the 

word “requiem.” Yes, I was 
familiar with the word…in a 
“it has something to do with 
music” way. Which is true. 
The definition of “requiem” 
which I found in the used-to-
be-an-editor’s official blue 
dictionary read: “1 a. A Mass 
for a deceased person. b. 
A musical composition for 
such a Mass. 2. A hymn, 
composition, or service for 
the dead.” The dictionary, 
by the way, is old school: it’s 
printed on paper. Don’t know 
if anybody else still uses such 
things.

A n y w a y … i t  w a s 
discouraging to see the words 
“requiem” and “newspapers” 
connected…and to see that 
newspapers have reached that 
point in their existence when 
they are a subject of a service 
for the dead.

Just in case you might be 
interested, here’s a look at the 
news release about the exhibit 
which was posted online at 
news.siu.edu:

Reading the newspaper, 
printed on real paper and 
delivered to the front door, 
was once part of the daily 
(and, in the case of the paper 
you are reading, weekly) 
routine for many Americans. 
That was before the digital 
revolution. An exhibition at 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale’s Sharp Museum 
commemorates and laments 
the heyday of print journalism.

“ R e q u i e m  f o r 
Newspapers,” a collection of 
more than 15 paintings and 
works by veteran journalist 
and SIU Carbondale alumnus 
Tim Atseff, opens Aug. 18 
in the museum’s Mitchell 
Gallery. 

T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  i s 
a l s o  c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h 
programming from SIU’s 
Charlotte Thompson Suhler 
School of Journalism and 
Advertising. The exhibition 
will be in University Museum 
through Dec. 11. An artists’ 
reception will be held later 
this fall.

Atseff is a 1970 graduate 
from the university’s School 
of Art with a major in painting. 
The exhibition includes work 
from Atseff ’s 46 years in 
newspapers in his hometown 
of Syracuse, New York, where 

he was an editorial cartoonist, 
a managing editor and a 
magazine editor. As editorial 
cartoonist for the Herald-
Journal, Atseff’s work of more 
than 1,500 cartoons with local, 
national and international 
themes appeared in several 
publications, including The 
New York Times, Washington 
Post and Boston Globe. He 
has also designed and edited 
six tabletop books.

“I felt the need to give a tip 
of the hat to what was once 
a giant of an industry – one 
that connected communities 
and held those in power 
accountable – every day,” 
he said. “A friend on your 
doorstep to share stories of 
celebration, tragedy, victories, 
losses, that recipe that became 
a family favorite or the puzzle 
or comic that made your day. 
A requiem.”

T. Lance, the museum’s 
curator of exhibits, said the 
exhibition is not only of 
Atseff ’s “wistfulness, but 
also as a signal of democracy” 
noting that Atseff banners 
one of his paintings with the 
phrase “Democracy lives in 
the light.”

“Through this exhibition, 
A t s e f f  e x a m i n e s  t h e 
disappearing tradition of print 
newspapers, arguing that their 
decline signals a more serious 
threat to democracy,” Lance 
said.

T h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r 
industry is in peril is past 
a matter of speculation. 
According to a 2025 report 
by Northwestern University’s 
Medill School of Journalism, 
the country has lost nearly 
3,500 newspapers in the last 
20 years. The loss is creating 
“news deserts,” – areas where 
people have limited or no 
access to reliable local news 
sources.

“At first glance, ‘Requiem 
for Newspapers’  may seem 
like a nostalgic tribute, but 
its core message is grief, 
warning of an industry in 
peril,” Lance said. “The 
paintings create an immersive 
installation that underscores 
how the decline of newspapers 
reflects a broader societal loss. 
Atseff’s vision is cautionary. 
As newspapers close and 
print culture is replaced by 

digital news, Atseff highlights 
what is endangered: the very 
democratic process that 
newspapers once ensured.”

The power of art is in the 
response it generates, Atseff 
said. He noted there were a 
variety of responses to the 
exhibition at the Everson 
Museum of  Ar t  in  h i s 
hometown of Syracuse, New 
York.

“It was like going to the 
calling hour of a friend; some 
cried, some laughed, all bound 
up with losing something and 
the uncertainty that brings,” 
he said.

This is Atseff ’s second 
exhibition at Sharp Museum. 
His four-month, 26-piece “Art 
of Darkness” exhibition that 
featured his paintings and 
editorial cartoons, began in 
November 2020.

“It’s an honor to come back 
with a significant show that is 
evocative and provocative,” 
he said.

Jan Thompson, director 
of the Charlotte Thompson 
Suhler School of Journalism 
and Advertising, said the 
s c h o o l  p l a n s  t o  h a v e 
programming with Atseff 
when he is on campus later 
this fall. Thompson said she 
has been a fan of Atseff’s 
work beginning with his 2020 
exhibition.

“I believe the exhibit, 
‘Requiem for Newspapers,’ 
will allow the audience to 
reflect and to understand the 
value of information that 
newspapers provide to a 
community,” she said.

For more information on 
the exhibition, contact Lance 
at 618-453-5388 or t.lance@
siu.edu or visit museum.siu.
edu. 

Sharp Museum hours 
are noon to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday and 1-4 p.m. 
Saturday. The museum is 
closed Sunday and Monday, 
and during all SIU breaks and 
holidays.

( T h e  p h o t o  w h i c h 
accompanies this column also 
is, as noted, posted online.)

***
I plan to pay a visit to 

the SIU museum to see the 
exhibit…even if it means 
going to a  requiem for 
newspapers…

Pondering a requiem for newspapers…

he saved the lives of both 
passengers. He was sent to 
the hospital after his act of 
heroism, suffering from cuts 
and burns sustained from 
pulling the victims to safety.

“The City of Anna will 
recognize Sergeant Clover 
for his selfless courage by 
putting himself in harm’s way 
to save others.  

“Mr. Speaker, please join 
me in recognizing Sergeant 
Caleb Clover for his act of 
heroism and courage in the 
face of danger to save lives.”

Clover was honored at 
last week’s regular meeting 
of the Anna City Council. 
The meeting was Tuesday 
evening, Aug. 4, at Anna 
City Hall.

Mayor Steve Hartline said 

the opportunity to recognize 
Clover was “very special.” “I 
couldn’t be prouder of him,” 
the mayor said. 

Anna Police Department 
Chief JD Barter presented 
Clover with a “Life Saving 
Award” plaque. The wording 
on the plaque declared: “Your 
fast thinking and swift, 
professional action on July 
3, 2026, saved two citizen’s 
lives. Thank you for going 
above and beyond serving 
the citizens of Anna, Illinois.” 

B a r t e r  e c h o e d  t h e 
sentiment that Clover’s 
actions on July 3 went 
above and beyond the call 
of duty. The police chief also 
made note of Rep. Bost’s 
recognition of the Anna 
Police Department officer. 
Clover said his actions 
reflected the success of his 
training
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