
Choate Mental Health 
and Developmental Center 
in Anna is the focus of 
a resolution which was 
approved at last week’s 
regular  meet ing of  the 
U n i o n  C o u n t y  B o a r d 
of Commissioners.  The 
meeting was held Friday 
morning, Sept. 11 at the 
Union County Courthouse 
in Jonesboro.

The resolution was on 
the agenda for Friday’s 
meet ing.  A request  for 
passage of such a resolution 
was made at the meeting 
by American Federation 
o f  S t a t e ,  C o u n t y  a n d 
Munic ipa l  Employees , 
A F S C M E ,  C o u n c i l  3 1 
representative Ty Petersen.

The Illinois Department 
of Human Services, DHS, 
in July announced plans to 
cut services and lay off staff 
at the center. Petersen said 
he is meeting with local 
governing bodies to seek 
their passage of a resolution 
w h i c h  w o u l d  a d d r e s s 
concerns about the impact 
of 250 or more layoffs at 
the Choate Center.

“We all need these jobs,” 
Petersen said. He said the 
loss of 250 jobs would 
decimate Union County 
businesses.

The resolution which 
was unanimously approved 
by the county board read:

“ W h e r e a s ,  C h o a t e 
M e n t a l  H e a l t h  a n d 
Deve lopmen ta l  Cen te r 
serves a vital function in 
the Illinois Department of 
Human Services’ system 
of  care  for  individuals 
with severe developmental 
disabi l i t ies  and mental 
i l lness,  including those 
who have been found not 
guilty by reason of insanity 
or unfit to stand trial in 
criminal cases, and

“Whereas, for many of 
these individuals, Choate 

is the only suitable place 
in Southern Illinois that can 
care for them and meet their 
needs; and

“Whereas ,  Choate  is 
an important  source of 
good jobs and meaningful 
work in Southern Illinois, 
employing over 450 people 
at the facility; and

“ W h e r e a s ,  C h o a t e 
e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  l o n g 
advocated for improved 
f u n d i n g ,  s t a f f i n g  a n d 
t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
to better meet the needs 
of  res idents ,  whi le  the 
I l l ino is  Depar tment  of 
Human Services instead 
has transferred a number 
o f  r e s i d e n t s  t o  o t h e r 

deve lopmenta l  cen te r s 
elsewhere in the state where 
they have s t ruggled to 
adjust to these new settings; 
and

“Whereas, in July 2026, 
DHS announced plans to 
further slash services at 
Choate and lay off some 
250 staff at the facility; and

“ W h e r e a s ,  D H S 
has announced that  the 
treatment program provided 
on the ‘s tepdown’ uni t 
that  serves  individuals 
with mental illness who 
are ending their term of 
confinement mandated by 
the courts will be moved 
to Madden Mental Health 
Center in the Chicago metro 

area, which is not equipped 
to serve such a population; 
and

“Whereas, such a drastic 
cut to mental health services 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  S o u t h e r n 
Illinois would profoundly 
a ff ec t  t he  ava i l ab i l i t y 
and quali ty of  care for 
vulnerable Union County 
residents; and

“Whereas, Union County 
residents in need of such 
care  for  severe  mental 
illness and developmental 
disabilities would be forced 
to seek care further away 
from family, friends, and 
support systems;

“Now, Therefore Be It 

Resolved, that the Board 
o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f 
Union County urges the 
I l l ino is  Depar tment  of 
Human Services to reverse 
its decision to drastically 
downsize Choate Mental 
Health and Developmental 
Center; and

“ B e  I t  F u r t h e r 
Resolved, that the Board 
of Commissioners of Union 
County urges the State of 
Illinois to reverse the trend 
of divestment in mental 
health services available to 
Southern Illinois residents.”
Court Action Filed

The Choate Center is also 
the focus of legal action 
taken by Union County 
State’s Attorney Tyler E. 
Tripp. 

The state’s attorney on 
Sept.  8 fi led a verified 
complaint for an emergency 
temporary restraining order 
and a declaratory judgment 
a n d  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n d 
permanent injunction and 
writ of mandamus in Union 
County Circuit Court.

Tripp filed the case on 
behalf of the people of 
Union County and the State 
of Illinois, Union County 
Sheriff David Wilkins and 
Justin Emrick as guardian 
of J.B.

The case was filed against 
the Il l inois Department 
of Human Services, DHS; 
D u l c e  Q u i n t e r o ,  t h e 
director of the DHS; David 
Albert, the director of the 
department’s Division of 
Behaviora l  Heal th  and 
Recovery; Tonya Piephoff, 
director of the department’s 
Division of Developmental 
D i s a b i l i t i e s ;  J o h n  F. 
S c h o m b e r g ,  a s s i s t a n t 
secre tary  of  programs; 
Choate Mental Health and 
Developmental  Center ; 
Angela Quigley-Raglan, 
assistant director of the 
Choate Center.
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Items of interest 
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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area.

Happy Father’s Day to all of 
the dads out there. Father’s Day 
is Sunday, June 21.

***
Sunday also is the first day 

of summer. Looking ahead, 
just a bit, the first day of fall is 
Sept. 22.

***
Three radio consoles for 

Union County’s emergency 
communications system have 
replaced. Work also is moving 
forward on replacement of the 
computer aided dispatch system 
for Union/Alexander County 
911 and the Union County 
Sheriff’s Office. More on this 
to come…

***
The Anna Police Depart-

ment thanks the community 
for its donations on June 13 at 
Walmart in Anna which helped 
to support the Children’s Mira-
cle Network. The department 
also thanked fellow law en-
forcement agencies who came 
out to support this cause: Chief 
Montgomery of the Dongola 
Police Department and Union 
County Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Goodman.

***
Applications for this year’s 

Cobden Peach Festival queen 
pageant are available at Shear 
Encounters in Cobden and at 
Cobden Village Hall. The Peach 
Festival, sponsored by the Cob-
den Lions Club, is set for Friday 
and Saturday, Aug. 7-8.

***
A parade once again is 

planned at the Cobden Peach 
Festival. The parade is set for 
Saturday, Aug. 8. Information 
about participating in the pa-
rade is available by contacting 
Cobden Village Hall.

***
The website for the Union 

County Fair notes that online 
entries for this year’s fair will 
open Aug. 10. The 145th edition 
of the fair is set for Aug. 21-29 
at the Anna City Park.

***
The National Weather Ser-

vice office in Paducah was 
calling for marginal risk of 
severe weather in the Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky region on 
Wednesday, June 17, and again 
on Thursday, June 18.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Community 

High School is looking to hire a 
science teacher.

***
The new Peach Tree Inn 

in downtown Cobden hosted 
a Union County Chamber of 
Commerce ribbon cutting and 
open house last Saturday. Peach 
Tree Inn is a luxury boutique 
hotel. Art work by local artist 
Jan York is featured at the inn.

***
For those who travel to Cairo 

and into Western Kentucky: 
the Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet has announced that 
as part of the U.S. 51 Route 
bridge replacement project, a 
roundabout will be built on the 
Illinois side to improve traffic 
flow and reduce crashes. The 
roundabout design includes a 
truck apron so tractor trailers, 
buses and farm equipment can 
maneuver safely. 

***
The Johnson County Repub-

lican Women and Men will be 
meeting Thursday, June 25 at 
6 p.m.at the Vienna Diner in 
Vienna. Guest speaker for the 
evening will be Myles Nelson, 
campaign manager for Con-
gressman Mike Bost.

Annabelle Festival 
celebrated in Anna

The downtown Anna area was a busy place last Saturday. Lots of folks came to Anna 
for this year’s Annabelle Festival. The festival celebrated the Annabelle hydrangea 
plant, which was discovered near Anna. The Annabelle Festival featured children’s 
activities, live music, vendors, food and much more. 

Children’s activities included an opportunity to have some fun in lots and lots of 
bubbles at the Davie Street Plaza and Pavilion.

The band SIX: 32 performed on a stage which was set up at the Davie Street Plaza 
and Pavilion.

Vendors were set up along part of East Davie Street. Part of the street in Anna was 
closed for the festival.

Entries in an Anna-Jo Garden Club big bloom contest featuring Annabelle 
hydrangeas were on display at the Shawnee Hills Arts Council. The arts council, 
located on West Davie Street, also was showcasing a variety of artistic creations.

Heat wave brings high 
temperatures, humidity

The first heat wave of the 
season brought high tempera-
tures and high humidity values 
to the Southern Illinois, South-
east Missouri and Western 
Kentucky region last week. 
Cooler and less humid condi-
tions arrived over the weekend.

Hot, Humid Conditions
The National Weather Ser-

vice office in Paducah issued 
a special weather statement 
for conditions that were in the 
forecast for Thursday, June 11.

The statement advised that 
high temperatures reaching 
the lower 90s Thursday after-
noon, June 11, would combine 
with high humidity values to 
produce heat index readings 
peaking in the 100- to 105-de-
gree range. Last Thursday was 
the third consecutive day with 
heat index readings exceeding 
100 degrees in many locations. 

“With this being the first heat 
wave of the season be particu-
larly alert to heat related illness 
potential and take the necessary 
action to protect yourself,” the 
Weather Service advised.

Severe Weather
The heat and humidity were 

accompanied by the possibility 
of showers and thunderstorms 
during the late evening and 
nighttime hours last Thursday. 
A few severe storms were 
possible. Parts of the Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky region faced 
marginal and slight risks for se-
vere weather. Severe storms and 
heavy rain also were possible 
Saturday in parts of the region. 

Lake Wind Advisory
A lake wind advisory issued 

by the Weather Service office 
also was in effect from 10 a.m. 
until 8 p.m. Thursday, June 11, 
for some locations in the region. 
Southwest winds of 10 to 20 
miles per hour, with gusts up to 
30 mph, were expected.

The advisory included Crab 
Orchard and Rend lakes in 
Southern Illinois, Lake Wap-
papello in Southeast Missouri 
and Kentucky Lake and Lake 
Barkley in Western Kentucky. 
Strong winds and rough waves 

on the lakes were expected to 
create hazardous conditions for 
small craft.

Cooler, Less Humid
The new work week started 

with low humidity and cooler 
temperatures on Monday, June 
15. High temperatures in the 
region were expected to be the 
in 70s. 

A weak front may have 
kicked off a few showers or 
storms Tuesday afternoon and 
evening. Warmer and much 
more humid conditions were in 
the forecast to return Wednes-
day into Thursday, along with 
a good chance for showers 
and storms Wednesday night 
through Thursday.

 Drought Update
A June 11 update from the 

U.S. Drought Monitor showed 
that drought conditions had 
made some improvement in the 
Southern Illinois area.

Nearly all of Union County 
was still experiencing moderate 
drought conditions. Similar 
conditions were reported in 
southeastern Jackson County 
and western parts of William-
son and Johnson counties.

Abnormally dry conditions 
were reported in most of Jack-
son County, eastern William-
son County, most of eastern 
Johnson County and all of 
Alexander, Pulaski and Massac 
counties.

River Flood Warning
The Weather Service office 

also reported that a flood warn-
ing was in effect for the Missis-
sippi River at Chester through 
Sunday evening, June 21. Mi-
nor flooding was occurring as of 
early this week. Union County 
is bordered by the Mississippi 
River on the west. Chester is 
about 55 miles north of Anna.

At 8 p.m. Sunday, the river’s 
stage at Chester was 26.7 feet. 
Flood stage is 27.0 feet. The 
river was expected to to rise 
above flood stage late Monday 
night to a crest of 29.2 feet 
early Thursday afternoon. The 
river then will fall below flood 
stage early Saturday afternoon, 
June 20.

Small food assistance 
nonprofits eligible for 
state grant program

By Jenna Schweikert 
and UIS Public 

Affairs Reporting 
Small volunteer groups 

that provide food assistance 
to Illinoisans in need could 
be eligible for a new round of 
grant money under a program 
announced this week.

The Charitable Trust Hun-
ger Relief Grant program will 
provide grants of up to $5,000 
to 10 nonprofit organizations 
that don’t have full-time em-
ployees to purchase food for 
those in need. Applications 
opened June 1 and will remain 
open through July 31, Illinois 
Treasurer Michael Frerichs 
announced Wednesday.

The announcement comes 
as food assistance groups ex-
perience increased need due to 
cuts to federal food assistance, 
including the Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Pro-
gram, SNAP. Feeding America, 
the country’s largest domestic 
hunger-relief organization, 
states that for every meal the 
organization provides, SNAP 
provides nine.

“Hunger and food insecurity 
is a hidden epidemic afflicting 
children who cannot ask for 
help and adults who find it dif-
ficult to ask for help as they jug-
gle two or more jobs,” Frerichs 
said in a statement June 10. 
“Small, local food pantries and 

soup kitchens are prepared to 
help these innocent lives be-
cause they see those suffering 
in the shadows. That is why we 
created this desperately needed 
hunger relief program, as these 
organizations try to help peo-
ple get food as affordability 
remains a major concern.”

The hunger relief program 
is part of a larger charitable 
trust fund, created in 2007, that 
helps small nonprofits with 
annual budgets of $1 million 
or less and at least one full-time 
employee.

The fund is supported by 
fees paid by larger nonprofit 
corporations when they file 
annual incorporation reports 
with the Illinois Secretary of 
State. This round, however, is 
open to organizations without 
full-time employees who did 
not previously qualify.

An 11-member committee, 
made up of appointees from 
state government agencies 
and private citizens, oversees 
management of the funds and 
selects grant recipients.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

High temperatures reached, 
and topped, 100 degrees in 
Union County during the early 
September heatwave. That 
marked the first time in several 
years that the temperature had 
reached 100 in the county.

***
The National Weather 

Service office in Paducah shared 
that on Sept. 3 it had recorded 
the 20th day this year when the 
heat index reached at least 105 
degrees. That tied with 1989 for 
the second most such days on 
record and was only behind 23 
days recorded in 1988.

***
A Sept. 10 U.S. Drought 

Monitor update showed that 
northeastern Union County, 
northern Johnson County and 
all of Jackson and Williamson 
counties once again were 
experiencing abnormally dry 
conditions.

***
Another warming trend 

was expected to start Saturday, 
Sept. 12, in the region. The 
National Weather Service 
calling for high temperatures 
to be six to 12 degrees above 
normal starting Sunday, Sept. 
13, and continuing through 
Thursday, Sept. 17.

***
A n n a - J o n e s b o r o 

Community High School’s 
2026 homecoming parade is 
set for 1 p.m. Friday, Sept. 25.

***
The City of Anna invited 

businesses, organizations, 
families, alumni and Wildcat 
fans to help decorate the 
A-JCHS homecoming parade 
route by adopting a downtown 
light pole and decorating it 
in the Wildcats in Paradise 
theme. The cost is $25, with 
all proceeds going to the 
A-JCHS Student Council. 
Details were being shared on 
the city’s Facebook page.

Supporting Choate Center workers
Signs showing support for workers at the Choate Mental Health and Developmental 

Center in Anna can be seen throughout the Union County area. One of the signs is 
posted in front of Anna City Hall.

Flock cameras, support 
for a local program which 
addresses the community’s 
cat  populat ion,  animal 
control and proclamations 
highlighting Constitution 
Week and t ra in  safe ty 
awareness were among 
the topics discussed at last 
week’s regular meeting of 
the Union County Board of 
Commissioners. The meeting 
was held Friday morning, 
Sept. 11, at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro.
Moment of Silence

Friday morning’s meeting 
opened with a moment of 
silence in remembrance of 
the 25th anniversary of the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks on the nation.
Flock Cameras

Concerns about Flock 
cameras once again were 

voiced by Union County 
resident Tim Crosby. He had 
voiced his concerns about 
the cameras at a previous 
board meeting. He repeated 
his opposition to use of the 
surveillance cameras and the 
possibility of them providing 
constant surveillance of the 
public during discussion at 
Friday morning’s meeting. 
“I remain very much opposed 
to this,” Crosby said, who 
noted that he supports law 
enforcement.

Discussion about the issue 
also focused on surveillance 
involving the use of cell 
phones and their tracking 
capabilities, with opinions 
being shared that their use is 
optional, while Flock cameras 
are not.
Spay, Neuter Coalition

Jillian Miller, representing 

the Cobden Spay and Neuter 
Coalition, sought support from 
the county for the coalition’s 
work. The coalition is a small 
group of volunteers who are 
working on humane efforts to 
address the community’s cat 
population.

Miller explained that the 
coalition has two programs. 
She said the programs are 
different, but they have a 
common goal of reducing the 
number of unwanted cats in 
Union County.

The coalition’s subsidized 
surgery  program helps 
Union County residents 
afford spay and neuter for 
their cats. Residents pay 
$50 toward the veterinary 
cost. The coalition covers the 
remaining costs, including 
a rabies vaccination. Since 
2022, 585 cats have been 

fixed through this program.
The coalition’s second 

program, called TNR, for 
Trap, Neuter and Return, is 
for feral and community cats. 
The coalition traps the cats, 
coordinates their veterinary 
care, has the cats spayed or 
neutered and vaccinated, 
ear-tipped and returns them to 
the colonies where they live. 
Since 2025, the coalition has 
fixed 152 feral cats through 
the TNR program. That’s 
737 cats sterilized since 2022 
through the two programs, 
Miller said. She added that 
54 more cats are on the 
coalition’s upcoming surgery 
schedule.

Miller said the coalition 
has built the programs through 
volunteers ,  community 
support, fundraising and 
partnerships with local 

veterinarians. The coalition 
provides  the  t rapping , 
transportation, scheduling, 
coordination and outreach. Its 
veterinary partners provide 
the medical services.

The coalition is requesting 
the Union County become 
a partner in the work that 
it is doing. A request was 
made at Friday’s meeting for 
$2,400 in county funding to 
help cover veterinary costs 
for the coalition’s subsidized 
surgery and TNR programs. 
Miller said the coalition is 
not asking the county to 
take over the programs or to 
fund the entire organization. 
Financial support from the 
county would offer a a modest 
investment in programs that 
are already operating, already 

County board urges state to reverse 
decision on downsizing at Choate

County board meeting held; Flock cameras, 
Spay/Neuter Coalition, animal control, 
proclamations among topics discussed

(see Board on page 8)



POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
P.O. Box 34, Assumption, IL  62510

Periodical postage paid at Anna, Illinois 62906-0529

The Gazette-Democrat is the successor paper 
to The Vienna Times and Monday’s Pub. 

as contemplated by 715 ILCS 5/5e.

Miguel Paredes as Trustee of the 
Paddock Publications, Inc.

Employee Stock Ownership Trust
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

In Union County ...................................................... $54.00
Elsewhere in 629 Zip Code ...................................... $56.00
Out of Area ................................................................ $64.00
Per Copy ..................................................................... $1.00

THE GAZETTE-DEMOCRAT
THE TALK AND COBDEN REVIEW

Serving Union County Since 1849
(USPS 215-280)

ISSN 2834-6165 (Print)
2834-6173 (Online)

Published weekly on Thursdays
by Southern Illinois LOCAL Media Group, LLC

Geoff Ritter, news@annanews.com...................... Editor
Jodee Duty, jduty@localsouthernnews.com..... Advertising
Circulation@localsouthernnews.com.............Circulation

618-833-2158
news@annanews.com

Page 2 - Section A                                                                                                   Thursday, Sep. 17, 2026                                                                                               The Gazette-Democrat  

Support our 
advertiSerS 

--------------- and ---------------

buy locally!

Our

ShOpping

SuppOrt
AdvertiSerS

By

LOcALLy

Support
our AdvertiSerS

-------------- by Shopping locally --------------

Support
our AdvertiSerS

-------------- by Shopping locally --------------

SuppOrt 
------------------------------------ And Our ------------------------------------

AdvertiSerS 
By ShOpping LOcALLy

SuppOrt 

----------- And Our ---------

AdvertiSerS 
by Shopping 

locally

our 
advertiSerS 
•••••••••• and •••••••••• 
buy locally

our 
advertiSerS 
•••••••••• and •••••••••• 
buy locally

our advertiSerS 
•••••••••••• and •••••••••••• 

buy locally

B
u
y

locally

---------------- Support our -----------------

AdvertiSerS

Support
our

AdvertiSerS
-------------- by Shopping locally --------------

Buy
locally

------------------- Support our --------------------

AdvertiSerS

Obituaries

Betty L. Dillow
Betty L. Dillow, age 79 

of Jonesboro, passed away 
Saturday, Sept. 5, 2026, at 
St. Francis Medical Center 
in Cape Girardeau with her 
loving family by her side. 
She was born Nov. 14, 1946, 
in Anna, the daughter of 
Herman and Gladys (Miller) 
Houseman. She married 
Allen E. Dillow on May 15, 
1970, at Ebenezer Church in 
Jonesboro. He preceded her 
in death Oct. 6, 2015.

Betty is survived by her 
daughter,  Lesley (Gary) 
Kinder; son, Otis Gene Dillow; 
grandchildren, Victoria (Eric) 
Spaulding, Chase Stoffel, 
Otis Gene Dillow, Jr., and 
Katr ina Dil low (Aust in 
Slone); step-grandchildren, 
Jennifer Kinder (Thomas 
Hill), and Bobby Kinder; 
great-grandchildren, Jacelyn, 
Ryker, and Lainey Spaulding, 
and Savannah, Austin, Ocean, 
and Marie Slone; step great-
grandchildren, Matt and 
Charlie Aiden, Lucas Hill, 
and Isaac, Liam, and Cynthia 
Kinder; brother,  Lonnie 
(Sheila) Houseman; sister, 
Tammy Murphy; nieces, 
nephews, other relatives, and 
friends. She was preceded in 
death by her parents; husband, 
and sister, Linda Roberts.

Betty was a member of 
McClure United Pentecostal 
Church. She was a busybody 
and loved being outside. She 
enjoyed tending to her garden. 
In earlier years, she enjoyed 
travelling with her husband, 
Allen, and staying at different 
military bases. Betty loved 
her family and will be dearly 
missed.

Funeral services were at 1 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 14, 2026, 
at Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna with 
Robert Smithey officiating. 
I n t e r m e n t  f o l l o w e d  i n 
Ebeneze r  Ceme te ry  i n 
Jonesboro. Visitation was held 
from 11 a.m. until the service 
hour of 1 p.m. at the funeral 
home. Memorial donations 
can be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital 
or Shriner’s Hospitals for 
Children. Envelopes will be 
available at the funeral home.

T o  l e a v e  o n l i n e 
condolences, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Brenda 
Straddeck

Brenda Straddeck, age 
67, of Cobden, lost her battle 
with cancer and left for her 
Heavenly home on Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, 2026.

She was preceded by her 
father John, mother Roberta, 
brothers William (Willie) 
and Francis (Frank), sister 
Deborah and cousin Bill.

Brenda is survived by 
her husband John, son John 
(J.W.), her Aunty Helen, 
Cousins Barbara and Becky, 
niece Jennifer,  nephew 
Daniel, grandniece Allison, 
grandnephew Jared.

She was born on Aug. 15, 
1959, in Ft. Knox, Kentucky, 
where they say that’s where 
she got her golden blond hair. 
Brenda spent two years in the 
Army Reserve and became 
a Med. Tech Specialist. She 
met her husband John in 
Southern Illinois, had a son, 
J.W. on June 13, 1982, and 
got married on Sept. 28. 
While J.W. was in school, 
Brenda provided care for 
an elderly couple, (Syl and 
Annie). This provided her 
work while always being 
home when her son was, 
always at the stop when the 
school bus picked him up 
and waited for him when they 
dropped him off.

Brenda later earned her 
nursing license and worked at 
the Jackson County Nursing 
Home while working there; 
she got her Real Estate 
license and began working 
part time at Century 21. She 
worked briefly at Jonesboro 
Healthcare before working 
full time as a Broker Agent 
for Century 21.

Brenda was known for 
helping her clients in any way 
she could to help them buy 
or sell a home. Her drive to 
provide the best service as an 
Agent Broker would at times 
exhaust her. Brenda would 
enjoy a mini vacation to the 
Branson area where they go 
to a few shows, eat at various 
restaurants and fish in the 
lakes. All too often while her 
husband was fishing, Brenda 
would be sitting on the dock 
with her laptop open and 
phone in her trying to keep a 
deal from falling apart.

Brenda will be remembered 
as a kind and loving soul, 
giving everyone the benefit of 
the doubt. Her selfless giving 
to serve others will not be 
forgotten. She will be missed.

A Family Held Celebration 
of Life will be held on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2026, from 3 
until 6 p.m. at the Carterville 
Community Center, 129 N. 
Greenbriar Rd., Carterville, 
IL 62918.

To  h o n o r  B r e n d a ’s 
life, the family requests 
that you may donate to 
her favorite charities, St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital ,  501 St .  Jude 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105, 
ht tps: / /www.st jude.org/
donate/; Shriners Children’s 
Hospital, Attn: Shriners 
Ch i ld r en ’s  P roces s ing 
Center, PO Box 947765, 
Atlanta, GA 30394, https://
donate.shrinerschildrens.
org/;  Wounded Warrior 
Project, P.O. Box 758516, 
Topeka, Kansas 66675-
8 5 1 6 ,  h t t p s : / / s u p p o r t .
woundedwarriorproject.
org/; or Disabled American 
Veterans, https://www.dav.
org/ways-to-give/ .

Crain Funeral Home in 
Anna, Illinois is in charge of 
arrangements.

Rita C. Pearl
Rita C. Pearl, age 91 of 

Jonesboro, passed away 
Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2026, at 
her home. She was born on 
April 23, 1935, in Oran, Mo., 
the daughter of Bernard and 
Theresa (LeGrand) Sietman. 
She married Paul Kenneth 
Pearl on Aug. 4, 1958. He 
preceded her in death on June 
17, 2003.

Rita is survived by her 
children, Kenny Pearl (Karen 
Lewis), Eddie (Dee) Pearl, Tim 
(Trina) Pearl and Tom (Shelly) 
Pearl; grandchildren, Cristi, 
Shannon, Todd, Dalton, Sarah, 
Mike, Samantha, Ben, Chris, 
Clayton, Chase, Kamryn and 
Kacey. She is also survived 
by many great-grandchildren, 
great-great-grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and family 
friends. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, husband, 
daughters, Theresa McKinney 
and Nancee Morrison and 
siblings, Mary Jane, Joe and 
Clyde Sietman.

Rita was a longtime, 
devoted member of St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Anna. She 
enjoyed cooking, camping 
and NASCAR. Along with 
her church, her other great 
love was her family. She was 
a bonus mom to any child 
that was fortunate enough to 
spend time with her and a 
friend to everyone she met. 
She never met a stranger. She 
will certainly be missed.

Funeral mass for Rita Pearl 
was held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
Sept. 11, 2026, at St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Anna 
with Father Larry Lemay as 
celebrant. Interment followed 
in the Jonesboro Cemetery. 
Visitation took place from 
5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
10, 2026, at Rendleman 
and Hileman Funeral Home 
in Jonesboro. Memorial 
contributions can be made 
to St. Mary Catholic Church. 
Envelopes will be available 
at Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home and at the 
church.

To visit Rita’s memorial 
page  and  l eave  on l ine 
c o n d o l e n c e s  f o r  h e r 
family,  please visi t  the 
Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home website at 
rendlemanhilemanfh.com.

Judy Kay 
Brown

Judy Kay Brown, 79, 
passed away on Sept. 11, 
2026, surrounded by the love 
of her family.

Judy was born May 13, 
1947, to Charles and Betty 
(McDonald) Thornton. She 
grew up in Southern Illinois 
and graduated from Anna-
Jonesboro High School in 
1965. She continued her 
educat ion at  Vocat ional 
Technical Institute (VTI), 
where she earned a secretarial 
degree,  and at  Shawnee 
College, where she studied 
accounting.

On Dec. 8, 1967, Judy 
married Wayne Brown at New 
Hope Baptist Church in Lick 
Creek. Together, they shared 
nearly 59 years of marriage 
and raised two children, Becky 
and Jeff.

Judy’s varied working life 
reflected her many abilities and 
interests. Over the years, she 
worked in a number of different 
settings and even operated a 
greenhouse and bait shop. Her 
career culminated in nearly 
20 years at Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale, 
where she served in several 
roles, including work in the 
Chair of Sociology’s office, 
accounting and the President’s 
Office.

For Judy, however, her 
greatest joy was her family. 
She was a devoted wife, 
mother and grandmother who 
loved being surrounded by 
those closest to her. She was 
an excellent cook, enjoyed 
flowers and gardening, and 
seldom met a crossword puzzle 
she did not want to solve.

Judy was a woman of deep 
Christian faith and a member 
of First Baptist Church in 
Dongola, Illinois. Her faith 
was expressed not only in 
what she believed but also in 
the ways she served others, 
including her work with the 
church’s food pantry.

Judy is survived by her 
husband, Wayne Brown; her 
daughter, Becky (Chris) Ritter; 
her son, Jeff (Kim) Brown; 
seven grandchildren, Hannah, 
Isaac, Sarah (Bill), Samuel, 
Jacob, Steven, and Micah; 
her sister, Sue Treece; her 
brother, Jim Thornton; and 
other family members and 
friends who will cherish her 
memory.

Judy will be remembered 
for her devotion to her family, 
her deep faith, her capable 
hands and active mind, her 
love of growing things, and 
the many ways she cared for 
those around her. Her family is 
grateful for the life they shared 
with her and for the love she 
gave so freely.

Funeral services were held 
on Tuesday, Sept. 15, 2026, at 
11 a.m. with Rev. Mike Cole 
officiating at Crain Funeral 
Home in Dongola. Visitation 
was held prior to the service 
from 10 until 11 a.m. at the 
funeral home.

Interment followed the 
service at St. John’s Cemetery 
in Dongola.

The family requests with 
grat i tude that  memorial 
contributions may be made 
to the First Baptist Church of 
Dongola. Memorial envelopes 
will be available at the funeral 
home.

Cra in  Funera l  Home 
in Dongola is in charge of 
arrangements.

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence for 
the family visit

www.crainsonline.com.

Donald Louis 
Shipley, Sr.

Donald Louis Shipley, 
Sr., age 85, of Anna, passed 
away on Friday, Sept. 4, 
2026, at his home in Anna.

He was born on Sept. 
1, 1941, to Irvin Alonso 
Shipley and Lucille (Tidd) 
Shipley in Bartholomew, 
Indiana. On June 24, 1967, 
he married Connie Govekar.

Donald was a proud 
veteran of the United States 
Army. He retired from E.T. 
Simonds. He was a member 
of the Laborers International 
Union of North America 
Local 773 for over 30 years. 
Donald loved to “tinker” 
outside in the yard and on 
his tractor and take care 
of tasks around the farm 
while on his tractor. He 
could fix anything according 
to his boys.  Don also 
enjoyed going to the casino 
on occasion. He was of 
Christian faith.

Survivors include his 
wife of 59 years, Connie; his 
two sons, Richard Shipley 
and Donald, Jr.  (Kim) 
Shipley; granddaughter, 
Brooklyn Rebecca Shipley; 
two step-grandchildren, 
Hunte r  Chapman and 
Alayna Chapman; sisters-in-
law, Rose Ann Bruchhauser, 
Helen (Dan) Knapp, and 
Christine Stickler; along 
with nieces, nephews and 
many friends.

Along with his parents, 
he was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Rebecca 
“Becky” Shipley Rushing; 
brothers, Jim Shipley and 
Bob Shipley; and sisters, 
Alice Frick and Barbara 
Knowles.

Visitation was held on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2026, 
from 4 until 6 p.m. at Crain 
Funeral Home in Anna.

A Graveside Service with 
Military rites by Carroll P 
Foster ritual team was held 
on Sept. 14, 2026, at 11 a.m. 
at Anna City Cemetery in 
Anna with Father Larry 
LeMay officiating. 

Inurnment at Anna City 
Cemetery followed the 
service.

The family requests with 
gratitude that memorial 
contributions may be made 
to St.  Jude Children’s 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105, https://
www.stjude.org/donate/.

The cremation of Donald 
Louis Shipley, Sr. was 
personally handled by the 
staff of Crain Funeral Home.

Crain Funeral Home 
in Anna is in charge of 
arrangements.

Linda Kay 
Johnson

Linda Kay Johnson, age 
81, of Anna, passed away 
on Monday, Sept. 7, 2026, 
at home surrounded by her 
family.

She was born on Sept. 5, 
1945, the daughter of Ralph 
Basse and Valerie (Johnson) 
Basse in Cairo.

Linda graduated from 
AJHS as Valedictorian of the 
Class of 1963. She worked 
at Choate Mental Health 
until her retirement. After 
her retirement, Linda loved 
farming through her small 
businesses, Pergola Rose and 
Johnson’s Berries. Linda was 
a member of the Anna United 
Methodist Church and was a 
devout Christian who enjoyed 
working with youth groups 
and working in the nursery.

Survivors include her 
husband, J. Dale Johnson; 
daughter, Celeste (Ricky) 
Borders;  grandchildren, 
Callysta Borders, Trystan 
Borders, Sabryna Borders, 
and Katryna Borders; brother, 
Victor (Georgann) Basse; and 
sister-in-law, Bonnie Johnson.

She was greeted in heaven 
by her parents; granddaughter, 
Jocelyn Johnson-Borders; and 
brother-in-law, Terry Johnson; 
along with several beloved 
cousins.

A Celebration of Life is 
being planned for a later date 
and will be announced.

A Private Inurnment will 
take place at Anna City 
Cemetery at a later date.

The cremation of Linda Kay 
Johnson will be personally 
handled by the staff of Crain 
Funeral Home.

Cra in  Funera l  Home 
in Anna is in charge of 
arrangements.

Southern Illinois’ Finest for over 40 years

FTD Master Florist
Flower and Gift for Every Occasion!

Waterford
Tea Forté
Vietri
Gourmet foods
Coffees

Fine Chocolates
Home Decor & 
Accessories
Aromatique 
Home Fragrance

www.etceteraflowersandgift.com

618.997.9411

Rt. 13 at 1200 North Market, 
Marion, Ilinois

Worship at Kornthal
Worship at Kornthal will be held September 
20 at 2:00 pm. Special music will be provided. 
A tour of the cemetery along with light 
refreshments will be offered immediately 
after the service. Kornthal is located 2 1/2 
miles south of Jonesboro off Illinois 127.
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Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!

Isaiah 26
A Song of Trust in the LORD's Protection

261 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; 
God makes salvation its walls and ramparts. 2 Open the gates that the righteous 
nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith. 3 You will keep in perfect peace 
those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you. 4 Trust in the Lord 
forever, for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal.

5 He humbles those who dwell on high, he lays the lofty city low; he levels it 
to the ground and casts it down to the dust. 6 Feet trample it down- the feet of 
the oppressed, the footsteps of the poor. 7 The path of the righteous is level; you, 
the Upright One, make the way of the righteous smooth. 8 Yes, Lord, walking in 
the way of your laws,[1]we wait for you; your name and renown are the desire 
of our hearts. 9 My soul yearns for you in the night; in the morning my spirit 
longs for you. When your judgments come upon the earth, the people of the 
world learn righteousness. 10 But when grace is shown to the wicked, they do 
not learn righteousness; even in a land of uprightness they go on doing evil and 
do not regard the majesty of the Lord. 11 Lord, your hand is lifted high, but they 
do not see it. Let them see your zeal for your people and be put to shame; let the 
fire reserved for your enemies consume them.

12 Lord, you establish peace for us; all that we have accomplished you have 
done for us. 13 Lord our God, other lords besides you have ruled over us, but 
your name alone do we honor. 14 They are now dead, they live no more; their 
spirits do not rise. You punished them and brought them to ruin; you wiped out 
all memory of them. 15 You have enlarged the nation, Lord; you have enlarged 
the nation. You have gained glory for yourself; you have extended all the borders 
of the land. 16 Lord, they came to you in their distress; when you disciplined 
them, they could barely whisper a prayer.[2] 17 As a pregnant woman about to 
give birth writhes and cries out in her pain, so were we in your presence, Lord. 
18 We were with child, we writhed in labor, but we gave birth to wind. We have 
not brought salvation to the earth, and the people of the world have not come to 
life. 19 But your dead will live, Lord; their bodies will rise- let those who dwell 
in the dust wake up and shout for joy- your dew is like the dew of the morning; 
the earth will give birth to her dead.

20 Go, my people, enter your rooms and shut the doors behind you; hide 
yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by. 21 See, the Lord is 
coming out of his dwelling to punish the people of the earth for their sins. The 
earth will disclose the blood shed on it; the earth will conceal its slain no longer.

Attend the 
Church of 

Your Choice!
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NEWS FROM VIENNA, ILLINOIS

NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE By Dixie Terry

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
PROPOSAL TO VACATE WATER STREET RIGHT OF WAY 

 Notice is hereby given that the corporate authorities of the 
City of Vienna, Illinois will hold a public hearing on whether 
to adopt an ordinance that would vacate the dedicated Water 
Street right of way that extends generally east and west and is 
located between Blocks 3 and 6 and Blocks 4 and 5 of the Rose 
Hill Addition to the City of Vienna, Illinois. The public hearing 
will be held on Wednesday, October 7, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers of the Vienna City Hall, 205 N 4th 
St, Vienna, IL 62995. Any persons desiring to comment upon 
the proposed ordinance or the vacation of the street may do 
so either in person or in writing. A copy of the proposed ordi-
nance may be viewed and copied in the City Clerk’s office, 205 
N 4th St, Vienna, Illinois. The legal description of that part of the 
street or right of way sought to be vacated is as follows: 

All that part of the platted right of way of Water Street that lies 
between Blocks 3 and 6 and between Blocks 4 and 5 of the 
Rose Hill Addition to the City of Vienna, Illinois as per recorded 
plat thereof.

City of Vienna, Illinois
Aleatha Wright, City Clerk

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, September 29, 2026, 
at 5:45 p.m., the Meridian CUSD 101 Board of Education will 
hold a public hearing on its 2026-27 budget pursuant to 105 
ILCS 5/17-1.  A copy of the tentative budget will be available for 
pXblic inspection on the district’s website and in the 2ffice of 
the Superintendent of Schools, 1401 Mounds Road, Mounds, 
Illinois, 62964. The Board of Education will take action to ap-
prove said budget at the Regular Board Meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, September 29, 2026, immediately following the Pub-
lic Hearing at 1401 Mounds Road, Mounds, Illinois, 62964.Kris-
tin Kaufman, Secretary

SHAWNEE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, INC.
ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Start of Home Heating Assistance Program Begins
October 1, 2026 through August 13, 2027 or until funds are exhausted.

October 1, 2026 - Seniors 60 and older, disabled, and Household with children 5 years and 
under,  and Disconnected or Imminent disconnect households.
November 21, 2026 - open enrollment to general public.
Every Thursday - walk-in day for Imminent Disconnect or Disconnected ONLY

Appointments can be made Starting September 21, 2026 through our website
www.shawneedevelopmentcouncil.org or scan the QR code below

All income eligible households can apply
The following documentation is required

 If you cannot bring ALL documents, your appointment will be rescheduled.
• Proof of 30-day gross income for ALL household members
• A Copy of your current electric and gas bill
• Photo ID
• Social Security cards for ALL household members
• If you rent, a current rent receipt
• Food Stamp printout, if applicable

Propane vendors, natural gas companies,
electric companies, wood vendors

Family Size  30 Days Income
 1 $3,441
 2 $4,500
 3 $5,558
 4 $6,617
 5 $7,676
 6 $8,735

Ameren, Liberty Gas, City of Metropolis
Southern Illinois Electric Co-op

Max income for these vendors
Family Size                30 Days Income  
 1 $3,990
 2 $5,410
 3 $6,830
 4 $8,250
 5 $9,670
 6 $11,090

Contact your local Shawnee Development Council County Office below
Alexander/Pulaski

2035 Washington Ave
Cairo

734-0535

Hardin/Pope
1509 MainSt

Rosiclare
285-7071

Massac/Johnson
1 Superman Square

Metropolis
524-2941

Union/Johnson
1000 N Main St.

Anna
833-7431

www.helpillinoisfamilies.com 
Funding provided in whole or part by Department of commerce & Economic Opportunity.

Shawnee Development Council, Inc., a Community Action Agency, is an Equal Opportunity 
Agency serving the seven southernmost counties of Illinois.

Summer continues! Need 
we say more?

T h e  h u m m i n g b i r d 
population is making ready 
to depart to southern points 
to spend the winter months. 
I don't have feeders for the 
little charmers, but I spotted 
a couple swooping around 
my hanging impatient plant. 
It is said the tiny creatures 
over-eat prior to their 
departure.

The Monarch butterflies 
are also preparing to depart 
to the south, the only 
butterflies who take this 
journey.

The annual "Run For 
Hope" a 5Km, 10KM, and 
Fun Run will be held on 
Sept. 25 during the Vienna 
Fall Festival at the Tunnel 
Hill State Trail, adjacent 
to the Venna City Park. 
Registration is at 4:30 p.m., 
with the run at 5 p.m. This is 
a fundraiser for community 
events of the Eagle House 
Ministries.  

"Refresh Your Marriage" 
will get underway on Oct. 9 
from 6 to 9 p.m., with dinner 
provided, at Eagle House 
Ministries, located on Route 
37 north of Buncombe. 
Register to attend at either 
618-771-7442 or 618-658-
0099. All area couples are 
welcomed to participate.

The members and guests 
of the Community of Christ 
Church will hold their 
annual "Church in the Park" 
on Sunday, Sept. 20 at 10:30 
a.m. at Ferne Clyffe State 
Park. followed by a picnic 
lunch.

Vo l u n t e e r s  a t  t h e 
Gorev i l l e  Min is te r ia l 
Alliance Thrift Shop on 
Sept, 15, 17 and 19 will 
be members of the Lake of 
Egypt Christian Church. 

Shopping hours are Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 
noon. Merchandise is added 
daily at bargain prices.

A n  " A r r r o w h e a d 
Endurance Race" wil l 
be held Oct. 10-11 at 8 
a.m. at Arrowhead Lake 
Campground at Jonesboro.

The annual "Fat Tire 
Festival" will get going on 
Oct. 16-18 at Ozark.

Keep in mind the Vienna 
Fall /festival on Oct. 3 
in the Vienna City Park. 
Lots of vendors, music, 
contests, entertainment, a 
chili cook-off and more will 
be ongoing.  For more, call 
618-658-5161.

On that same date, Oct. 
3, the Goreville Community 
Yard Sales will be underway 
with a map available at the 
village hall. Call 995-2157 
to include your sale.

The Cypress School 
PTO will host a dance for 
students in grades 5-8 from 
across the area on Oct. 16, 
6 to 9 p.m. Admission is $5, 

payable at the door. Wear a 
costume.

E n t e r  t h e  J o h n s o n 
County Genealogical and 
Historical Society "Fall 
Photo Contest," ending on 
Oct. 31. Entry fee is $5.

The next blood drive of 
the American Red Cross 
will take place on Monday, 
Sept. 21, noon to 6 p.m. 
at the Fellowship Baptist 
Church in Venna. Walk-ins 
are welcome!

A patriotic tribute will be 
held to honor local veterans 
and our country will take 
place in the Vienna City 
Park at noon on Oct. 3 at the 
amphitheatre.  Bring a lawn 
chair and enjoy the Vienna 
High School Chorus, under 
the direction of Connor 
Windings, perform.

We welcome your newsy 
items from Johnson County 
and beyond. Call 618-422-
2086 or email dixieterry85@
yahoo.com.

Have a great remainder 
of the week and enjoy all 
that September has to offer.

The next Vienna Blood 
drive will be Monday, Sept. 
21 from noon to 6 p.m. at 
Fellowship Baptist Church, 
890 Senior Dr., Vienna. 

A typical blood donation 
takes less than an hour. 
A p p o i n t m e n t s  c a n  b e 
scheduled at the Red Cross 
website, and walk-ins are 
always welcomed. County 
Line Baptis t  Church is 
providing food and desserts, 
and  Longhorn  Cafe  i s 
providing the door prize.

Gary Hacker, a former 
business owner on the Vienna 
square, had an antique store 
there for several years. The 
post card shown with this 
article is from his collection. 
He recently wrote the following 
article for the Johnson County 
Genealogical and Historical 
Society.

“There are many reasons 
why we should preserve 
and keep the center piece of 
Johnson County and Vienna – 
the Johnson County courthouse 
that has served this county 
since 1871. We of the Johnson 
County Genealogical and 
Historical Society believe 
its rich history is a major 
reason for saving it. Many 
citizens around our county 
have the same opinion. Having 
operated a retail store on the 
Vienna square for twenty-five 
years, I heard and observed 
that  opinion from many 
who came into my store. On 
weekends, I observed many 
out of town people looking 
at and taking photographs of 
our old courthosue. Seeing the 
license plates on some cars, I 
could tell that they were out 
of state tourists. Many would 
come into my store asking 

questions about the history of 
this historic structure.

"I was always happy to see 
the number of individuals who 
took an interest in our small 
community. Many came here 
from I-24 and I-57, but from 
many I heard them say that 
they purposely took the ‘back 
roads’ to see the small towns 
and what they had to offer. 
These people

were looking to see the 
history of our country. Some 
of these tourists travelled many 
miles to witness history and 
early life of this nation.

"Tourism is big business. 
The State of Illinois recognizes 
this and has staff devoted 
to advertising things to see 
and do in Illinois. Tourists 
bring money into Illinois 
and its many counties. More 
and more small and medium 
size communities are making 
efforts to capitalize

on the dollars that tourists 

bring into their communities. 
A figure often used to illustrate 
the benefits of tourism to local 
communities is that for each 
dollar a tourist spends in a local 
community it generates seven 
more dollars of commerce 
in that community. Tourist 
buy local gasoline, food at 
stores and restaurants, and stay 
overnight in local motels, bed 
and breakfast establishments 
and at area campgrounds. 
Spending money while here 
and adding to the collection 
of state and local sales tax, 
tour ism helps  the  local 
economy. This added local 
revenue helps local and county 
governments and eases the 
burdon on local taxpayers 
and often adds employment 
opportunities through new jobs 
for local citizens. This all helps 
the local economy.

"Yes, there is another reason 
for saving our old courthouse 
– pure and simple economics.”

A program celebrating 
Constitution Week, sponsored 
by Daniel Chapman Chapter, 
National Society of Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
[NSDAR], will be held at the 
Vienna public Library on Sept. 
17 at 2 p.m. 

The program includes 
participation in Bells Across 
America, ringing bells to 
celebrate the signing of the 
U.S. Constitution. Church 
bells were rung in Philadelphia 
when the Constitution was 
signed in 1787. This year 
marks the 250th anniversary of 
the signing of The Declaration 
of Independence; however, it 
is the Constitution which has 
enabled the first Democratic 
Republic to survive.

NSDAR in i t i a ted  the 
commemoration of Constitution 
Week with Congress adopting 
the resolution and President 

Eisenhower signing it into law, 
declaring September 17-23 as 
Constitution Week annually.

Brian Bailey will be the 
featured speaker this year. If 

the weather is inclement or 
the extreme heat continues, 
the meeting will be held in 
the Vienna Public Library 
Community Room.

Goreville Village Clerk Kaylee Chrisman signed a 
proclamation on behalf of the village declaring the week 
of Sept. 17 through 23 as Constitution Week.

Constitution Week Program

The Old Johnson County Courthouse

Blood drive set for 
Sept. 21 in Vienna
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HELP 
WANTED

LEGAL 
NOTICE

The Gazette-Democrat 
Classified Section

Anna Office
618-833-2158 

classifieds@annanews.com
AD DEADLINE IS 3 P.M. MONDAY

CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds .....................35¢ per word

$8.00 minimum for each paid ad per week

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
Per inch .....................................$14.00

FOR SALE

Land Clearing, Mulching and 
Excavation Work Brush Busters 
618-658-2029.

Shawnee Community College 
is looking for full and part-time 
Custodian for their Ullin Campus 
and The Massac County Exten-
sion Center. For more informa-
tion, please Call 618-634-3200 
Ext. 3436

SERVICES

Gazette Democrat Class 1

YARD SALE
Cobden Community Yard Sale 
and Downtown Flea Market, 

Car Show and other activities.
Saturday, September 19

Maps at Village Hall on E. Maple, 
7:00am.

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
BONNIE HILEMAN,

DECEASED.
NO. 2026-PR-18
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to creditors 
of the death of Bonnie Hileman, 
of Anna, Illinois. Letters of Of-
fice were issued on September 
8, 2026, to Russell Hileman, of 
1250 Kimmel Cemetery Lane, 
Anna, IL 62906, whose attorney 
is Elle J. Mobley, 205B N. Main 
St., Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original Order of 
admission, you may file a petition 
with the Court to require proof 
of the Will by testimony of the 
witnesses in open Court or other 
evidence, as provided by Section 
5/6-21 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/6-21.)

You also have the right, under 
Section 5/8-1 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/8-1), to contest the 
validity of the Will by filing a 
petition with the Court within six 
(6) months after admission of the 
Will to probate.

The estate will be administered 
without Court supervision un-
less, under Section 5/28-4 of the 
Probate Act (Ill. Compiled Stat. 
1992, Ch. 755, Par. 5/28-4), any 
interested person terminates In-
dependent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the Clerk 
of this Court.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of this court at the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St., 
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with the 
Independent Executor, or both, 
on or before March 17, 2027, or 
if mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the Executor is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act 
of the State of Illinois, the date 
stated in that notice. Any claim 
not filed on or before that date 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to the 
Executor and to the attorneys 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

Dated: September 8, 2026.
RUSSELL HILEMAN
CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC
ELLE J. MOBLEY
ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-

DENT EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220
ARDC# 6345426
8221-969310
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF

MARTHA ANN 
DAVIS WEBB,
DECEASED.

NO. 2026-PR-19
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to credi-
tors of the death of Martha Ann 
Davis Webb, of Anna, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were issued on 
September 10, 2026, to Bessie 
Mae Ellis, 1525 Old Hwy 51 N., 
Anna, IL 62906 as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is Elvis 
C. Cameron, 205B N. Main St., 
Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original Order of 
admission, you may file a petition 
with the Court to require proof 
of the Will by testimony of the 
witnesses in open Court or other 
evidence, as provided by Section 
5/6-21 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/6-21.)

You also have the right, under 
Section 5/8-1 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/8-1), to contest the 
validity of the Will by filing a 
petition with the Court within six 
(6) months after admission of the 
Will to probate.

The estate will be administered 
without Court supervision un-
less, under Section 5/28-4 of the 
Probate Act (Ill. Compiled Stat. 
1992, Ch. 755, Par. 5/28-4), any 
interested person terminates In-
dependent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the Clerk 
of this Court.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of this court at the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St., 
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with the 
Independent Executor, or both, 
on or before March 17, 2027, or 
if mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the Executor is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act 
of the State of Illinois, the date 
stated in that notice. Any claim 
not filed on or before that date 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to the 
Executor and to the attorneys 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

Dated: September 10, 2026.
BESSIE MAE ELLIS
CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-

DENT EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220
ARDC# 6244394
8221-969319
 
 

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on August 31, 2026, a certif-
icate was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Pulaski County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post-office addresses of all 
of the persons owning, conduct-
ing and transacting the. business 
known as Mythlode Assets

located at 11879 State Highway 
37, Olmsted, IL 62970

which certificate sets for the 
Owners as follows:

Daniel Ray Rivera
11879 State Highway 37,
Olmsted, IL 62970
Dated August 31, 2026
Julie Hancock
County Clerk
8221-969208
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
PULASKI COUNTY

IN RE THE ESTATE OF:
EARL FRANCIS EAST,

Deceased.
2026-PR-11

NOTICE TO HEIRS 
– APPOINTMENT 

OF INDEPENDENT 
EXECUTOR OF AN ESTATE

TO: Tristen Richards and Ash-
ton Richards

You are hereby notified that 
you were named in a Petition for 
Probate of Will for Appointment 
of Independent Executor and for 
Letters of Office to Issue filed in 
the above-entitled case, as an heir 
at law of Earl Francis East, who 
died testate on July 15, 2026, at 
Karnak, Pulaski County, Illinois. 
On September 1, 2026, an Order 
was issued by the Circuit Court of 
the First Judicial Circuit, Pulaski 
County, Illinois appointing Judy 
Runkle of Metropolis, Massac 
County, Illinois as Independent 
Executor of the Estate. Judy Run-
kle’s attorney is Rick W. Abell, of 

the Kruger & Abell Law Firm, 
110 West 5th Street, Metropolis, 
Illinois 62960.

The Estate will be adminis-
tered under the provisions of 
the Probate Act for Independent 
Administration of Estates (755 
ILCS 5/28-4) unless an interested 
person shall file a Petition To 
Terminate Independent Admin-
istration with the Clerk of the 
Court. A copy of the Petition to 
Probate Will, for Appointment 
of Independent Executor and For 
Letters Of Office To Issue, the 
Order Appointing Independent 
Administration And For Letters 
Of Office To Issue, and a Peti-
tion To Terminate Independent 
Administration, may be obtained 
from Petitioner’s Attorneys, 
Kruger & Abell Law Firm, 110 
West 5th Street, Metropolis, 
Illinois 62960.

In addition to the right to ter-
minate independent adminis-
tration, any interested person 
may petition the court to hold a 
hearing and resolve any particu-
lar question that may arise during 
independent administration, 
even though supervised admin-
istration has not been requested 
(Probate Act Section 28-5, (755 
ILCS 5/28-5). The independent 
representative must mail a copy 
of the estate inventory and final 
account to each interested person 
and must send notice to or obtain 
the approval of each interested 
person before the estate can be 
closed. (Probate Act Section 
28-6 and 28-11 (755 ILCS 5/28-
6 and 28-11)). Any interested 
person has the right to question 
or object to any item included 
in or omitted from an inventory 
or account or to insist on a full 
court accounting of all receipts 
and disbursements with prior 
notice, as required in supervised 
administration (Probate Act Sec-
tion 28-11, (755 ILCS 5/28-11).

“E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exceptions. To e-file, 
you must create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn 
more about and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQgethelp.asp, or talk to your 
local circuit clerk’s office

Judy Runkle, Independent Ex-
ecutor

BY: Rick W. Abell, Kruger & 
Abell Law Firm,

Attorneys for Independent 
Executor

Kruger & Abell Law Firm
110 West 5th Street
P.O. Box 568
Metropolis, IL 62960
Telephone: (618) 524-9302
Facsimile: (618) 524-9305
Email: rabell@richardkruger-

law.com
8221-969066
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
PULASKI COUNTY

IN RE THE ESTATE OF:
EARL FRANCIS EAST,

Deceased.
CASE NO.: 2026-PR-11

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of 

Earl Francis East, whose place of 
residence at the time of his death 
was Pulaski County, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were issued on 
August 12, 2026, to Judy Run-
kle, whose address is 46 Adkins 
Road, Metropolis, Illinois 62960 
as Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Rick W. Abell of Kru-
ger & Abell Law Firm, 110 W. 
5th Street, Metropolis, Illinois.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the 
Clerk of the Court at the Pulaski 
County Courthouse, Mound City, 
Illinois or with the representative, 
or both, within six months from 
the date of the first publication of 
this Notice or within 3 months of 
mailing or delivery, whichever is 
later, of this notice to any known 
creditor of decedent and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred.

Copies of a Claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten days after 
it has been filed.

“E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exceptions. To e-file, 
you must create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
EFSPs-Page/ to learn more about 
and to select a service provider. If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq-page/ or 
talk to your local circuit Clerk’s 
office.

Judy Runkle, Independent Ex-
ecutor of

the Estate of Earl Francis East, 
Deceased.

Rick W. Abell, her attorney
Rick W. Abell
Kruger & Abell Law Firm
110 W. 5th Street
P.O. Box 568
Metropolis, IL 62960
PH: 618-524-9302
FX: 618-524-9305
rabell@richardkrugerlaw.com
8221-969064
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
PULASKI COUNTY

IN RE THE ESTATE OF:
EARL FRANCIS EAST,

Deceased.
CASE NO.: 2026-PR-11

NOTICE TO HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES – 
WILL ADMITTED

TO: Tristen Richards and Ash-
ton Richards

You are hereby notified that 
you were named as an heir in a 
Petition for Probate of Will for 
Appointment of Independent 
Executor and for Letters of Office 
to Issue filed in the above-enti-
tled estate on August 12, 2026. 
An Order was entered Granting 
Independent Administration on 
September 1, 2026, by the Circuit 
Court of the First Judicial Circuit, 
Pulaski County, Illinois. That 
Order appointed Judy Runkle of 
Metropolis, Illinois as Indepen-
dent Executor of the estate. Judy 
Runkle’s attorney is Rick Abell 
of the Kruger & Abell Law Firm, 
110 W. 5th Street, Metropolis, 

Illinois 62960. Copies of the 
Petition for Probate of Will for 
Appointment of Independent 
Executor and for Letters of Office 
to Issue and the Order Granting 
Independent Administration may 
be obtained from the Kruger & 
Abell Law Firm.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original order of 
admission, any heir or legatee 
may file a petition with the court 
to require proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses to 
the Will in open court or other 
evidence, as provided in Section 
6-21 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/6-21).

You also have the right under 
Section 8-1 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the 
validity of the Will by filing a 
Petition with the Court within 
6 months after admission of the 
Will to probate.

“E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exceptions. To e-file, 
you must create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn 
more about and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourt.gov/
GAWgethelp.asp, or talk to your 
local circuit clerk’s office.

Judy Runkle,
Independent Executor of the
Estate of Earl Francis East, 

Deceased
Rick W. Abell, her attorney
Rick W. Abell
Kruger & Abell Law Firm
110 W. 5th Street
P.O. Box 568
Metropolis, IL 62960
TP: (618) 524-9302
FX: (618) 524-9305
rabell@richardkrugerlaw.com
8221-969065
 
 

THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
JOHNSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF
CYNTHIA GALE CLOVER,

Deceased.
No. 2026-PR-15

CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given of the death 

of CYNTHIA GALE CLOVER, 
a resident of Vienna, Johnson 
County, Illinois. Letters of Ad-
ministration were issued on 
August 21, 2026, to Independent 
Executor, DONNA E. GIRT-
MAN, 3809 Franklin Road, 
Metropolis Illinois 62960, whose 
attorney is Maria Hafford, 3401 
Professional Park Drive, Marion, 
Illinois 62959.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Johnson County

Court at Vienna, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, on 
or before March 10, 2027, and 
any claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attor-
ney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.

Ryan M. O’Neal
Clerk of the Circuit Court
MARIA B. HAFFORD
Attorney at Law
3401 Professional Park Drive
Marion, IL 62959
Telephone: (618) 997-8989
Facsimile: (844) 997-8989
Email: maria@haffordlaw.com
8221-969017
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
FRANCIS XAVIER 

SCHERER,
DECEASED.

NO. 2026-PR-16
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to creditors 
of the death of Francis Xavier 
Scherer, of Anna, Illinois. Letters 
of Office were issued on August 
27, 2026, to Jeffrey Owen Scher-
er, P.O. Box 502, Jonesboro, IL 
62952, as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney is Elvis C. Cam-
eron, 205B N. Main St., Anna, 
Illinois.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original Order of 
admission, you may file a petition 
with the Court to require proof 
of the Will by testimony of the 
witnesses in open Court or other 
evidence, as provided by Section 
5/6-21 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/6-21.)

You also have the right, under 
Section 5/8-1 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/8-1), to contest the 
validity of the Will by filing a 
petition with the Court within six 
(6) months after admission of the 
Will to probate.

The estate will be administered 
without Court supervision unless, 
under Section 5/28-4 of the 
Probate Act (Ill. Compiled Stat. 
1992, Ch. 755, Par. 5/28-4), any 
interested person terminates In-
dependent Administration at any 
time by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the Clerk 
of this Court.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of this court at the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St., 
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with the 
Independent Executor, or both, 
on or before March 10, 2027, or 
if mailing or delivery of a notice 
from the Executor is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act 
of the State of Illinois, the date 
stated in that notice. Any claim 
not filed on or before that date 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant to 
the Executor and to the attorneys 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

Dated: August 28, 2026.
JEFFREY OWEN SCHERER,
Executor
CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-

DENT EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220
ARDC# 6244394

8221-968956
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
STEVEN FOSTER,

DECEASED.
NO. 2026-PR-17
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH,
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to creditors 
of the death of Steven Foster, 
of the Vicinity of Dongola, IL 
62939. Letters of Office were 
issued on August 27, 2026, to 
Sammantha Thorson 5206 St. Rt. 
77, Benton, MO 63736, as Inde-
pendent Administrator, whose 
attorney is Elvis C. Cameron, 
205B N. Main St., Anna, Illinois.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of this Court at the Union County 
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St., 
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952, or with 
the Independent Administrator, 
or both, on or before March 10, 
2027, or if mailing or delivery 
of a notice from the Independent 
Administrator is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act 
of the State of Illinois, the date 
stated in that notice. Any claim 
not filed on or before that date 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to the 
Administrator and to the attor-
neys within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed.

Dated: August 28, 2026
SAMMANTHA THORSON
INDEPENDENT ADMINIS-

TRATOR
CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY NO. 6244394
ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-

DENT ADMINISTRATOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220
8221-968955
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
PULASKI COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of

GAIL PARKER,
Deceased

No. 2026-PR-4
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death 
of Gail Parker of Villa Ridge, 
Illinois. Letters of Office were 
issued on July 22, 2026, to Re-
becca Parker Robertson, whose 
attorney is John R. Schneider 
of Johnson, Schneider & Fer-
rell, L.L.C., 212 North Main 
Street, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, 
63701.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court at the Pulaski 
County Courthouse, 500 Illinois 
Avenue, Mound City, Illinois, 
62963, or with the representative, 
or both, by March 10, 2027, or 
three (3) months from the date of 
mailing or delivery of a personal 
claim notice, whichever date 
is later, and any claim not filed 
within that period is barred. Cop-
ies of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

PULASKI COUNTY CIR-
CUIT CLERK

8221-969165
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
JOHNSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
SOUTHERNTRUST 

BANK, an Illinois 
Banking Institution,

Plaintiff,
vs.

OPAL M. TESCHKY 
a/k/a OPAL TESCHKY, 

MICHAEL J. JACKSON 
a/k/a MICHAEL JAMES 

JACKSON, MARION 
GOLF, LLC, an Illinois 

Limited Liability Company, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 

UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NON-RECORD 

CLAIMANTS,
Defendants

Case No. 2026FC10
NOTICE OF 

FORECLOSURE BY 
PUBLICATION

The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been filed, 
notice is hereby given you, ALL 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
ALL NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS and ALL UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, defendants in the 
above-entitled cause, that the 
above-entitled mortgage foreclo-
sure action was filed on July 30, 
2026, and is now pending.

1. The names of all Plaintiffs 
and the Case Number are iden-
tified above.

2. The Court in which said 
action was brought is identified 
above.

3. The name of the titleholder of 
record is Opal Teschky.

4. A legal description of the 
real estate sufficient to identify 
it with reasonable certainty is 
as follows:

The North 38 acres of the 
Northeast Quarter of the North-
west Quarter of Section 33, 
Township 11 South, Range 4 
East, ALSO the South One-half 
of the Southeast Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 
28, Township 11, South Range 
4 East;

EXCEPT
Commencing at the intersection 

of the North section line of Sec-
tion 33 and the West right-of-way 
line of TR 164, thence Southerly 
along West right-of-way line 
of TR 164, a distance of 119.0 
feet; thence Westerly a distance 
of 153.0 feet; thence Northerly 
to the North section line for a 
distance of 124.0 feet; thence 
Easterly along North section line 
back to the point of beginning 
for a distance of 158.0 feet. All 
located in the Northeast Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter of 
Section 33, Township 11 South, 
Range 4 East;

ALSO EXCEPT
Commencing at the intersec-

tion of the South section line of 

Section 28 and the West right-of-
way of TR 164, thence Northerly 
along the West right-of-way line 
of TR 164 for a distance of 35 
feet; thence Westerly a distance 
of 160.0 feet; thence Southerly 
to the South section line for a 
distance of 36.0 feet; thence 
Easterly along the South section 
line a distance of 158.0 feet, 
all located in the South Half 
of the Southeast Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 
28, Township 11 South, Range 
4 East. ALL SITUATED IN 
THE COUNTY OF JOHNSON, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Permanent Index Number: 03-
28-311-000 and 03-33-103-000;

5. A common address or de-
scription of the location of the 
real estate is as follows: 4285 
Gum Springs Road, Tunnel Hill, 
IL 62972.

6. An identification of the 
Mortgage to be foreclosed is as 
follows:

a. Names of Mortgagors: Opal 
Teschky and Michael James 
Jackson.

b. Name of Mortgagee: South-
ernTrust Bank.

c. Date of Mortgage: December 
27, 2022.

d. Date of Recording: January 
9, 2023.

e. County Where Recorded: 
Johnson County, Illinois.

f. Recording Document Identi-
fication: Book 1047 at Page 61.

NOW, THEREFORE, unless 
you, ALL UNKNOWN OCCU-
PANTS, ALL NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS and ALL UN-
KNOWN OWNERS, defendants, 
file your answer to the complaint 
for foreclosure in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the Circuit Court of 
the First Judicial Circuit, John-
son County, Illinois, held in the 
Johnson County Courthouse, 
in the City of Vienna, Illinois, 
on or before October 9, 2026, 
default may be entered against 
you and each of you at any time 
after that day and a judgment for 
foreclosure entered in accordance 
with the prayer of the complaint 
for foreclosure.

/s/ Ryan M. O’Neal
Circuit Clerk
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 

DEBT COLLECTION PRAC-
TICES ACT IT IS REQUIRED 
THAT WE STATE THE FOL-
LOWING TO YOU: THIS NO-
TICE IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

LAWLER BROWN LAW 
FIRM

Adam B. Lawler #6283341
David W. Lawler #6303793
Nick Brown #6302494
Zachary S. Walston #6331559
Evan W. Taylor #6305093
Jarrod Wiggs #6350317
1600 W. Main St/P.O. Box 1148
Marion, Illinois 62959
Telephone: (618) 993-2222
Facsimile: (618) 731-4141
Service Email: service@lblf.

com
8221-969061
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
JOHNSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF 

THE ESTATE OF:
STEVEN BRIAN TAYLOR,

DECEASED.
CASE NO. 2026PR13

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
Notice is given of the death 

of Steven Brian Taylor, of Bun-
combe, Johnson, Illinois, on June 
16, 2026. Letters Testamentary 
were issued on August 19, 2026 
to Beth Caraker, whose attorney 
is Jarrod Wiggs of Lawler Brown 
Law Firm, 1600 W. Main Street, 
Marion, Illinois 62959.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Johnson Coun-
ty Courthouse, 105 North 6th 
Street, P.O. Box 517, Vienna, IL 
62995 or with the representative, 
or both, on or before March 14, 
2027, or three months from the 
date of mailing or delivering no-
tice pursuant to 755 ILCS 5/18-
3(a), whichever is later, and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

BETH CARAKER,
INDEPENDENT EXECU-

TRIX
BY: JARROD WIGGS
LAWLER BROWN LAW 

FIRM
ADAM B. LAWLER #6283341
D AV I D  W.  L AW L E R 

#6303793
NICK BROWN #6302494
ZACHARY S. WALSTON 

#6331559
EVAN W. TAYLOR #6305093
JARROD WIGGS #6350317
1600 W. MAIN ST
P.O. BOX 1148
MARION, ILLINOIS 62959
TELEPHONE: (618) 993-2222
FACSIMILE: (618) 731-4141
SERVICE EMAIL: SER-

VICE@LBLF.COM
8221-969006
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF Alexander 
- Cairo, ILLINOIS

LLACG Community 
Investment Fund

Plaintiff
vs.

Diane Douglas Special 
Representative for the 
Estate of Thelma C. 

Beasley (Deceased); Joyce 
Schnaare; Sherry Miller; 

Estate of Les Beasley; Gary 
Beasley; Tom Beasley; David 

Beasley; Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Thelma C. 
Beasley; Unknown Owners 
and Non Record Claimants

Defendant
24 FC 2

CALENDAR
NOTICE OF 

SHERIFF’S SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby 

given that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure entered 
in the above entitled cause the 
Sheriff of Alexander County 
will on October 14, 2026, at the 
hour 10:00 a.m., Lobby of the 

Alexander County Courthouse, 
2000 Washington Avenue, Cairo, 
Illinois 62194, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following 
described mortgaged real estate:

BEGINNING ONE HUN-
DRED (100) FEET EST OF THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHEAST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 7, TOWN-
SHIP 14 SOUTH, RANGE 1 
WEST OF THE THIRD PRIN-
CIPAL MERIDIAN, AND RUN-
NING EAST 976 FEET TO A 
CORNER, THENCE SOUTH 
267 4/5 FEET TO A CORNER, 
THENCE WEST 976 FEET TO 
A CORNER, THENCE NORTH 
276 4/5 FEET TO THE PLACE 
OF BEGINNING AND CON-
TAINING SIX (6) ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS.

P.I.N. 04-07-400-007.
Commonly known as 32560 

State Highway 127, Tamms, IL 
62988.

The real estate is: single family 
residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a 
common interest community, 
the purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments required by sub-
section(g-1) of Section 189.5 of 
the Condominium Property Act. 
Sale terms: At sale, the bidder 
must have 10% down by certified 
funds, balance within 24 hours, 
by certified funds. No refunds. 
The property is sold AS IS sub-
ject to all liens or encumbrances. 
The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check 
the circuit court case record, 
property tax record and the title 
record to verify all information 
before bidding.

For information call Sales De-
partment at Plaintiff’s Attorney, 
Potestivo & Associates P.C., 223 
West Jackson Boulevard, Suite 
610, Chicago, IL 60606. (248) 
853-4400 ext 1200. 319503 
SHERIFF

I3293530
8221-968994
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIRST 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
JOHNSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF

DONALD CONRAD 
RAKOW, JR.,
DECEASED.

NO. 2026-PR-14
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH, 
INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION, 
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to creditors 
of the death of Donald Conrad 
Rakow, Jr., of the Vicinity of 
Goreville, IL 62939. Letters of 
Office were issued on August 
21, 2026, to Scott Rakow, 1419 
Shawnee Drive, Apt. D, Marion, 
IL 62959, as Independent Admin-
istrator, whose attorney is Elvis 
C. Cameron, 205B N. Main St., 
Anna, Illinois.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of this Court at the Johnson 
County Courthouse, 105 N. 6th 
St., P.O Box 517., Vienna, Illinois 
62995, or with the Independent 
Administrator, or both, on or be-
fore March 3, 2027, or if mailing 
or delivery of a notice from the 
Independent Administrator is 
required by Section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act of the State of 
Illinois, the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered by 
the claimant to the Administrator 
and to the attorneys within ten 
(10) days after it has been filed.

Dated: August 24, 2026
SCOTT RAKOW
INDEPENDENT ADMINIS-

TRATOR
CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY NO. 6244394
ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-

DENT ADMINISTRATOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220
8221-968675
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-10

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: RYAN NATHANIEL 
OCHOA, GLORIA A. MERRI-
MAN, KENNETH J. MERRIAN, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 02-10-104-024

This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of Alexander 
County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968719
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-11

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF CLYDIE 
HENDERSON, BARBARA 
ANGLIN, UNKNOWN OC-
CUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS, OR PARTIES INTER-
ESTED and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 03-07-300-004

This matter is set for hearing in 
the Circuit Court of Alexander 
County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 

FOR SALE – 2006 Jeep, red 
2-door, 6 cylinder engine, au-
to-transmission, like new. Ph. 
618-318-1152.
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make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968714
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-12

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: ANGELA SUMMERS, 
HERSHAL SUMMERS, AN-
NA-JONESBORO NATION-
AL BANK, CREDIT ACCEP-
TANCE CORP, UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, OR PARTIES IN-
TERESTED and NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 04-19-300-016

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968713
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-13

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: ADAM CECIL, UN-
K N O W N  O C C U PA N T S , 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 05-22-200-002

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968712
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-14

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: ROBERT MATTHEWS, 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE, ILLINOIS AT-
TORNEY GENERAL, ONE-
MAIN FINANCIAL GROUP, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 07-06-100-002

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968711
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-15

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF LIZZIE 
HOLDER, CARLA SCOTT 
THOMPSON, UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, OR PARTIES IN-
TERESTED and NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 09-18-101-002

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968710
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-16

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: GAYNES PECORD, SAN-
DY PECORD, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, OR PARTIES IN-
TERESTED and NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 

following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 09-27-400-003, 09-
34-200-001, 09-35-100-001

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968709
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-17

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: ALVAN SMOOT, BE-
LINDA SMOOT, UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, OR PARTIES IN-
TERESTED and NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 10-32-377-002

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968707
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-18

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: CARLOS HALLIBUR-
TON, JORDAN HOLDER, 
TOWER LOAN OF MISSOURI, 
LLC, DBA TOWER LOAN 
OF CAPE GIRARDEAU, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-23-331-013

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968708
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-19

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: EDDIE L PAYTON, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-23-381-007

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968706
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-20

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: CHRISTOPHER JOHN-
SON, KRISTY JOHNSON, 
ILLINOIS HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-23-381-017

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968705
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-21

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: ANTHONY RORSHAD 
SENTER, UNKNOWN OCCU-
PANTS, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS, OR PARTIES INTER-
ESTED and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-23-385-019

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968704
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-22

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: CAROLYN DAVIS, IL-
LINOIS DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE, ILLINOIS ATTOR-
NEY GENERAL, UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, OR PARTIES IN-
TERESTED and NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-23-401-003

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968702
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-23

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: CORREY J. WILSON, 
CROWN ASSET MANAGE-
MENT, LLC, UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, OR PARTIES IN-
TERESTED and NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-23-453-003

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968703
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-24

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO :  G A RY F R AY S E R , 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-26-182-009

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968699
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-25

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND DEVISEES OF ERMA 
J .  B U R R I S ,  Y O L A N D A 
WILKINS, JAMES GERALD 
VAUGHN, AMELIA DUPREE, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-26-204-006

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968700
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-26

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

T O :  J K  E N T E R P R I S E 
HOLDINGS LLC, CITIZENS 
BANK OF CHARLESTON, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-26-205-001

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968701
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-27

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: PAUL M KANIA, SARAH 
KANIA, ILLINOIS DEPART-
MENT OF REVENUE, ILLI-
NOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-26-209-009

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968698
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-28

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: IL MEDICAL OFFICES, 
LLC, UNKNOWN OCCU-
PANTS, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS, OR PARTIES INTER-
ESTED and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-26-227-008

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968697
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-29

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: HARRY R HELTON JR, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-26-257-006

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968696
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-30

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: HAROLD JONES, AL-
LENE JONES, UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, OR PARTIES IN-
TERESTED and NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-26-286-007

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 

may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968695
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-31

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: JERRY A STACY, FIRST 
COMMUNITY BANK OF 
W E S T E R N  K E N T U C K Y, 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 12-26-431-001

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968717
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-7

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: ELITE LIFE CARE LLC, 
NANCY JESSUP, UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, OR PARTIES IN-
TERESTED and NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 01-13-403-011

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968718
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-8

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: RICHIE TERRY GREEN 
JR., UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 01-13-454-017

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968715
 
 

TAX DEED
NO. 2026-TX-9

FILED: 08-21-2026
TAKE NOTICE

TO: NANCY JESSUP, UN-
K N O W N  O C C U PA N T S , 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OR 
PARTIES INTERESTED and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

This is NOTICE of the filing of 
the Petition for Tax Deed on the 
following described property in 
Alexander County:

P E R M A N E N T PA R C E L 
NUMBER: 01-13-455-014

This matter is set for hearing 
in the Circuit Court of Alexan-
der County in Cairo, Illinois on 
January 20, 2027, 1:00 PM. On 
that date the petitioner intends to 
make application for an order on 
the petition that a Tax Deed be 
issued. The real estate was sold 
on January 12, 2024, for general 
taxes of the year 2022. The peri-
od of redemption will expire on 
January 11, 2027. Redemption 
may be made by applying to the 
county clerk at the office of the 
county clerk in Cairo, Illinois.

TERMINUS INVESTMENTS, 
INC.

Purchaser or Assignee
8221-968716
 
 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT FOR PULASKI 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS - 
CHANCERY DIVISION

CARRINGTON 
MORTGAGE 

SERVICES, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
CHARLES N. HOWELL; 

SECRETARY OF 
HOUSING AND URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT; 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE; CITIBANK, 

N.A.; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-

RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.

Case No.: 2026FC7
Property Address:

2912 BUCHER ROAD, 
MOUNDS, IL 62964

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
TO THE FOLLOWING,

UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

defendants, that this case has 
been commenced in this Court 
against you and other defendants, 
asking for the foreclosure of a 
certain Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as follows, 
to wit:

A TRACT OF LAND CON-
TAINING 1.85 ACRES, BE-
ING 358 FEET NORTH AND 
SOUTH AND 225 FEET EAST 
AND WEST, LYING ADJA-
CENT TO, AND IMMEDIATE-
LY NORTH OF LOT ONE, ALL 
IN THE WEST 1/2 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF 
THE SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER IN SECTION FOUR, 
TOWNSHIP SIXTEEN SOUTH, 
RANGE ONE WEST OF THE 
THIRD P.M., AND AS SHOWN 
ON A SURVEY RECORDED 
MAY 31, 1978 IN MAPS, PAGE 
10, SITUATED IN THE COUN-
TY OF PULASKI, STATE OF 
ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as: 2912 
BUCHER ROAD, MOUNDS, 
IL 62964

Names of the titleholders of re-
cord: CHARLES N. HOWELL.

Date of the Mortgage: Septem-
ber 14, 2021.

Name or names of the mortgag-
ors: CHARLES N. HOWELL.

Name of the mortgagee: Ameri-
first Financial Corporation.

Date and place of recording: 
October 1, 2021; Office of the 
Recorder of the Deeds of Pulaski 
County, Illinois.

Identification of recording: 
Document No. 34440.

NOW THEREFORE, unless 
you file your answer or otherwise 
file your appearance in this case, 
on or before October 3, 2026, A 
JUDGMENT OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN 
AGAINST YOU FOR THE 
RELIEF ASKED IN THE COM-
PLAINT.

E-filing is now mandatory with 
limited exceptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit http://
illinoiscourts.gov/self-help or 
talk with your local circuit clerk’s 
office. If you cannot e-file, you 
may be able to get an exemption 
that allows you to file in-person 
or by mail. Ask your circuit 
clerk for more information or 
visit www.illinoislegalaid.org. 
For information about defending 
yourself in a court case (includ-
ing filing an appearance or fee 
waiver), or to apply for free legal 
help, go to www.illinoislegalaid.
org. You can also ask your local 
circuit clerk’s office for a fee 
waiver application.

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION PRAC-
TICES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO 
BE A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFOR-
MATION WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

Lender Legal PLLC
1800 Pembrook Drive, Suite 

250
Orlando, Florida 32810
Tel: (407) 730-4644
Service Emails:
cstrong@lenderlegal.com
EService@LenderLegal.com
LLS17433-IL-HOWELL
s/ Chandray Strong, Esq.
Chandray Strong, Esq.
Counsel of Record for Plaintiff
ARDC # 6321577
8221-968736
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, Case No. 

2026TX24, Brookwood 
Properties LLC.

To: Anthony Stein a/k/a An-
thony H. Stein; Occupants of; 
Anna-Jonesboro National Bank; 
SIU Credit Union; Gregory L. 
Roberts; Union County Clerk; 
and all other persons/entities 
UNKNOWN having or claiming 
any right, interest or title in the 
following described real estate:

Lot 74 in Orchard Drive, being 
a subdivision of a part of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 
19, Township 12 South, Range 
1 West of the Third Principal 
Meridian, in the City of Anna, 
Union County, Illinois.

Permanent Index No. 14-00-
09-724

On August 21, 2026, Brook-
wood Properties LLC filed a 
Petition for Order of Tax Deed. 
The object of the plaintiff’s pe-
tition is to foreclose on the Tax 
Sale Certificate No. 2024-00160 
for the delinquent taxes on real 
estate described above which was 
issued by the Union County Trea-
surer on February 4, 2026. The 
taxes due under the certificate are 
for the 2024 tax year. The petition 
asks the court to direct the county 
clerk to issue a tax deed if the 
property is not redeemed from 
the sale on or before February 
4, 2027, and that Petitioner, as 
grantee of tax deed be put in 
possession of said parcel of real 
estate. The Petition for Order of 
Tax Deed will be brought before 
the Union County Circuit Court 
on February 17, 2027 at 11:00 
a.m. in Courtroom 1 or via Zoom 
(Meeting ID 980 2593 9529). If 
you fail to redeem, the court may 
enter a judgment for the relief 
demanded in the petition.

Brookwood Properties LLC, 
Petitioner

S t u a r t  E .  M o rg e n s t e r n , 
#6275553

Attorney for Petitioner
1 W. Laurel Street
Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274
(618)357-5315
semlaw@frontier.com
8221-968772
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT, UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, Case No. 

2026TX25, Brookwood 
Properties LLC.

To: Anthony Stein a/k/a An-
thony H. Stein; Occupants of; 
Anna-Jonesboro National Bank; 
SIU Credit Union; Gregory L. 

Roberts; Union County Clerk; 
and all other persons/entities 
UNKNOWN having or claiming 
any right, interest or title in the 
following described real estate:

Lot 79 in Orchard Drive, being 
a subdivision of a part of the 
Northeast Quarter of Section 
19, Township 12 South, Range 
1 West of the Third Principal 
Meridian, in the City of Anna, 
Union County, Illinois.

Permanent Index No. 14-00-
09-729

On August 21, 2026, Brook-
wood Properties LLC filed a 
Petition for Order of Tax Deed. 
The object of the plaintiff’s pe-
tition is to foreclose on the Tax 
Sale Certificate No. 2024-00164 
for the delinquent taxes on real 
estate described above which was 
issued by the Union County Trea-
surer on February 4, 2026. The 
taxes due under the certificate are 
for the 2024 tax year. The petition 
asks the court to direct the county 
clerk to issue a tax deed if the 
property is not redeemed from 
the sale on or before February 
4, 2027, and that Petitioner, as 
grantee of tax deed be put in 
possession of said parcel of real 
estate. The Petition for Order of 
Tax Deed will be brought before 
the Union County Circuit Court 
on February 17, 2027 at 11:00 
a.m. in Courtroom 1 or via Zoom 
(Meeting ID 980 2593 9529). If 
you fail to redeem, the court may 
enter a judgment for the relief 
demanded in the petition.

Brookwood Properties LLC, 
Petitioner

S t u a r t  E .  M o rg e n s t e r n , 
#6275553

Attorney for Petitioner
1 W. Laurel Street
Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274
(618)357-5315
semlaw@frontier.com
8221-968773
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, ALEXANDER 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, Case 
No. 2026TX32, Brookwood 

Properties LLC.
To: Sally M. Showalter; Oc-

cupants of; Alexander County 
Clerk; and all other persons/
entities UNKNOWN having or 
claiming any right, interest or 
title in the following described 
real estate:

S11 T17 R1 PT LOT 2 SW
Permanent Index No. 12-11-

300-014
On August 21, 2026, Brook-

wood Properties LLC filed a 
Petition for Order of Tax Deed. 
The object of the plaintiff’s pe-
tition is to foreclose on the Tax 
Sale Certificate No. 2024-0192 
for the delinquent taxes on real 
estate described above which 
was issued by the Alexander 
County Treasurer on January 9, 
2026. The taxes due under the 
certificate are for the 2024 tax 
year. The petition asks the court 
to direct the county clerk to issue 
a tax deed if the property is not 
redeemed from the sale on or 
before January 12, 2027, and 
that Petitioner, as grantee of tax 
deed be put in possession of said 
parcel of real estate. The Petition 
for Order of Tax Deed will be 
brought before the Alexander 
County Circuit Court on January 
20, 2027 at 1:00 p.m. in Court-
room 1. If you fail to redeem, 
the court may enter a judgment 
for the relief demanded in the 
petition.

Brookwood Properties LLC, 
Petitioner

S t u a r t  E .  M o rg e n s t e r n , 
#6275553

Attorney for Petitioner
1 W. Laurel Street
Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274
(618)357-5315
semlaw@frontier.com
8221-968763
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, ALEXANDER 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, Case 
No. 2026TX33, Brookwood 

Properties LLC.
To: Delta Facilities, Inc.; Oc-

cupants of; Alexander County 
Clerk; and all other persons/
entities UNKNOWN having or 
claiming any right, interest or 
title in the following described 
real estate:

Lots One (1), Two (2), Three (3) 
and Four (4) in Block Thirty Two 
(32) in the City of Cairo, County 
of Alexander and State of Illinois.

Permanent Index No. 12-25-
334-001

On August 21, 2026, Brook-
wood Properties LLC filed a 
Petition for Order of Tax Deed. 
The object of the plaintiff’s pe-
tition is to foreclose on the Tax 
Sale Certificate No. 2024-0282 
for the delinquent taxes on real 
estate described above which 
was issued by the Alexander 
County Treasurer on January 9, 
2026. The taxes due under the 
certificate are for the 2024 tax 
year. The petition asks the court 
to direct the county clerk to issue 
a tax deed if the property is not 
redeemed from the sale on or 
before January 12, 2027, and 
that Petitioner, as grantee of tax 
deed be put in possession of said 
parcel of real estate. The Petition 
for Order of Tax Deed will be 
brought before the Alexander 
County Circuit Court on January 
20, 2027 at 1:00 p.m. in Court-
room 1. If you fail to redeem, 
the court may enter a judgment 
for the relief demanded in the 
petition.

Brookwood Properties LLC, 
Petitioner

S t u a r t  E .  M o rg e n s t e r n , 
#6275553

Attorney for Petitioner
1 W. Laurel Street
Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274
(618)357-5315
semlaw@frontier.com
8221-968765
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, ALEXANDER 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, Case 
No. 2026TX34, Brookwood 

Properties LLC.
To: Delta Facilities, Inc.; Oc-

cupants of; Alexander County 
Clerk; and all other persons/
entities UNKNOWN having or 
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ESTATE

‘This is what 
really happened...

...some thoughts about newspapers
from the Oregon Digital Newspaper program’s website

“This is what really happened, reported by a free press to a free people.  It is the 
raw material of history; it is the story of our own times.” Henry Steel Commager

“Newspapers cannot be defined by the second word—paper.  They’ve got to be 
defined by the first word—news.” Arthur Sulzberg, Jr.

“A good newspaper is a nation talking to itself.” Arthur Miller

“The newspaper is a greater treasure to the people than uncounted millions of 
gold.” Henry Ward Beecher

“Were it left to me to decide if we should have a government without news-
papers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to 
prefer the latter.” Thomas Jefferson

“Most of us probably feel we couldn’t be free without newspapers, and that is 
the real reason we want newspapers to be free.” Edward R. Murrow

“People don’t actually read newspapers.  They step into them every morning 
like a hot bath.” Marshall McLuhan

“Every time a newspaper dies, even a bad one, the country moves a little closer 
to authoritarianism…” Richard Kluger

“I’d love to rise from the grave every ten years or so and go buy a few news-
papers.” Luis Bunuel

“All I know is what I read in the papers.” Will Rogers

Gazette Democrat Class 3

claiming any right, interest or 
title in the following described 
real estate:

Lots Five (5) and Six (6) in 
Block Thirty Two (32) in the City 
of Cairo, County of Alexander 
and State of Illinois.

Permanent Index No. 12-25-
334-002

On August 21, 2026, Brook-
wood Properties LLC filed a 
Petition for Order of Tax Deed. 
The object of the plaintiff’s pe-
tition is to foreclose on the Tax 
Sale Certificate No. 2024-0283 
for the delinquent taxes on real 
estate described above which 
was issued by the Alexander 
County Treasurer on January 9, 
2026. The taxes due under the 
certificate are for the 2024 tax 
year. The petition asks the court 
to direct the county clerk to issue 
a tax deed if the property is not 
redeemed from the sale on or 
before January 12, 2027, and 
that Petitioner, as grantee of tax 
deed be put in possession of said 
parcel of real estate. The Petition 
for Order of Tax Deed will be 
brought before the Alexander 
County Circuit Court on January 
20, 2027 at 1:00 p.m. in Court-
room 1. If you fail to redeem, 
the court may enter a judgment 
for the relief demanded in the 
petition.

Brookwood Properties LLC, 
Petitioner

S t u a r t  E .  M o rg e n s t e r n , 
#6275553

Attorney for Petitioner
1 W. Laurel Street
Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274
(618)357-5315
semlaw@frontier.com
8221-968766
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, ALEXANDER 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, Case 
No. 2026TX35, Brookwood 

Properties LLC.
To: George Moss; Moss Heat-

ing and Cooling; Moss Heating 
and Cooling, LLC; Occupants 
of; Alexander County Clerk; 
and all other persons/entities 
UNKNOWN having or claiming 
any right, interest or title in the 
following described real estate:

All of Lots Ten (10) and Eleven 
(11), 12.50 feet off the East side 
of Lot Twelve (12), 12.50 feet 
off the East side of Lot Thirty 
Seven (37) and all of Lots Thirty 
Eight (38) and Thirty Nine (39) in 
Block Sixty One (61) in the First 
Addition to the City of Cairo, 
County of Alexander and State 
of Illinois.

Permanent Index No. 12-26-
226-007

On August 21, 2026, Brook-
wood Properties LLC filed a 
Petition for Order of Tax Deed. 
The object of the plaintiff’s pe-
tition is to foreclose on the Tax 
Sale Certificate No. 2024-0336 

for the delinquent taxes on real 
estate described above which 
was issued by the Alexander 
County Treasurer on January 9, 
2026. The taxes due under the 
certificate are for the 2024 tax 
year. The petition asks the court 
to direct the county clerk to issue 
a tax deed if the property is not 
redeemed from the sale on or 
before January 12, 2027, and 
that Petitioner, as grantee of tax 
deed be put in possession of said 
parcel of real estate. The Petition 
for Order of Tax Deed will be 
brought before the Alexander 
County Circuit Court on January 
20, 2027 at 1:00 p.m. in Court-
room 1. If you fail to redeem, 
the court may enter a judgment 
for the relief demanded in the 
petition.

Brookwood Properties LLC, 
Petitioner

S t u a r t  E .  M o rg e n s t e r n , 
#6275553

Attorney for Petitioner
1 W. Laurel Street
Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274
(618)357-5315
semlaw@frontier.com
8221-968767
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, ALEXANDER 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, Case 
No. 2026TX36, Brookwood 

Properties LLC.

To: Delta Center, Inc.; Oc-
cupants of; Alexander County 
Clerk; and all other persons/
entities UNKNOWN having or 
claiming any right, interest or 
title in the following described 
real estate:

12.50’ W. side Lot 12 all of 
Lots 13-15 2.97’ E. side of Lot 
16 2.97’ E. side Lot 33 all of 
Lots 34-36 12.50’ W. side Lot 
37 Block 61 First addition Cairo, 
Illinois. Situated in the County of 
Alexander, in the State of Illinois.

Permanent Index No. 12-26-
226-008

On August 21, 2026, Brook-
wood Properties LLC filed a 
Petition for Order of Tax Deed. 
The object of the plaintiff’s pe-
tition is to foreclose on the Tax 
Sale Certificate No. 2024-0337 
for the delinquent taxes on real 
estate described above which 
was issued by the Alexander 
County Treasurer on January 9, 
2026. The taxes due under the 
certificate are for the 2024 tax 
year. The petition asks the court 
to direct the county clerk to issue 
a tax deed if the property is not 
redeemed from the sale on or 
before January 12, 2027, and 
that Petitioner, as grantee of tax 
deed be put in possession of said 
parcel of real estate. The Petition 
for Order of Tax Deed will be 
brought before the Alexander 
County Circuit Court on January 
20, 2027 at 1:00 p.m. in Court-
room 1. If you fail to redeem, 

the court may enter a judgment 
for the relief demanded in the 
petition.

Brookwood Properties LLC, 
Petitioner

S t u a r t  E .  M o rg e n s t e r n , 
#6275553

Attorney for Petitioner
1 W. Laurel Street
Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274
(618)357-5315
semlaw@frontier.com
8221-968768
 
 

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN THAT ON AU-
GUST 24, 2026 A CERTIFI-
CATE WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY 
CLERK/RECORDER ROBIN 
HARPER-WHITEHEAD OF 
JOHNSON COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS, SETTING FORTH THE 
NAMES, POST OFFICES AND 
ADDRESSES OF ALL OF THE 
PERSONS OWNING, CON-
DUCTING AND TRANSACT-
ING THE BUSINESS KNOWN 
AS:

HQ MEATS LLC
LOCATED AT:
620 PIONEER LANE
VIENNA, IL 62995
Robin Harper-Whitehead
Johnson County CLERK/RE-

CORDER
8221-968655
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF Alexander 
- Cairo, ILLINOIS

LLACG Community 
Investment Fund

Plaintiff
vs.

Diane Douglas Special 
Representative for the 
Estate of Thelma C. 

Beasley (Deceased); Joyce 
Schnaare; Sherry Miller; 

Estate of Les Beasley; Gary 
Beasley; Tom Beasley; David 

Beasley; Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Thelma C. 
Beasley; Unknown Owners 
and Non Record Claimants

Defendant
24 FC 2

CALENDAR
NOTICE OF 

SHERIFF’S SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby 

given that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure entered 
in the above entitled cause the 
Sheriff of Alexander County 
will on October 14, 2026, at the 
hour 10:00 a.m., Lobby of the 

Alexander County Courthouse, 
2000 Washington Avenue, Cairo, 
Illinois 62194, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following 
described mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 04-07-400-007.
Commonly known as 32560 

State Highway 127, Tamms, IL 
62988.

The real estate is: single family 
residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a 
common interest community, 
the purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments required by sub-
section(g-1) of Section 189.5 of 
the Condominium Property Act. 
Sale terms: At sale, the bidder 
must have 10% down by certified 
funds, balance within 24 hours, 
by certified funds. No refunds. 
The property is sold AS IS sub-
ject to all liens or encumbrances. 
The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check 
the circuit court case record, 
property tax record and the title 
record to verify all information 
before bidding.

For information call Sales De-
partment at Plaintiff’s Attorney, 
Potestivo & Associates P.C., 223 
West Jackson Boulevard, Suite 
610, Chicago, IL 60606. (248) 
853-4400 ext 1200. 319503 
SHERIFF

I3293530
8221-968994

25th anniversary of Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks commemorated in Anna

The Anna Fire and Rescue Department and the City of Anna joined in commemorating 
the 25th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorists attacks on the nation. A large 
American flag was on display last Friday on the department’s ladder truck. A banner 
and American flags were displayed in front of city hall.

On Sept. 6, Pastor Perry 
Wil l iams spoke  in  our 
morning service. His message 
was about keeping your focus 
on Christ during stressful 
times. Christ can help you 
no matter what situation you 
find yourself in. +is text was 
found in the 17th chapter of 
Judges in the Old Testament; 
and Philippians, chapters 
1 and 2, found in the New 
Testament.

Dee Rose, Music Director, 
led in worship, accompanied 
by Debbie York on the piano, 
and the Praise Team: Chris 
Rose, David Pedigo, Isabel 

Tehandyn and .im %enefield. 
Debbie York sang the song, 
“Let Me Tell You ’bout My 
Jesus.”

Also, during the morning 
worship service, Sara Jackson 
followed the Lord through 
baptism. Welcome to the 
church family, Sara!

Our service was sent via 
transmitter station 87.9 FM 
for those who want to listen 
via the radio. The service 
was also live streamed on 
Facebook, so if you missed it, 
you still have an opportunity 
to view it. Please check our 
Facebook page, Jonesboro 

FBC, for the latest videos and 
info on church events.

Currently, our regular 
schedule for worship at 
Jonesboro First  Baptist 
includes Sunday School 
classes on Sundays at 9 a.m.; 
Sunday morning worship 
at 10 a.m.; Sunday evening 
worship at 6 p.m. Youth for 
6th-12th grades meet also 
on Sundays at 6 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 6-8 p.m. 
Both our Dig-In Children’s 
program and our Adult Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study 
meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 
p.m. All are invited to attend.

PAST of Union County 
held their annual yard sale at 
the Heritage House Museum 
on Saturday, Sept. 5. We had 
a great turn out and appreciate 
those who not only came 
and bought items, but those 
who donated to it, worked it, 
and hauled off the leftovers. 
I think we need to have the 
next one in )ebruary«. it·s a 
thought anyway.

Shirley Harvel was pleased 
to have her daughter, Vickie 
Jacobs of Sparta, come in late 
on Sept. 3 to visit for a couple 
of weeks. They made a trip 
to Tom’s Place, in Tamms, 
that )riday night for fish and 
then brought dessert home. 
Richard Harvel took both of 
them out to the yard sale at 
Jonesboro on Saturday and on 
to do some other shopping and 
lunch out together. The heat 
took a toll though and they 

all needed naps to recover 
afterwards. Believe me, I had 
to have one after the yard sale, 
too. Shirley received more 
company on Sept. 9, when 
her sister and brother-in-law, 
Sue and Don Knowlton of 
Poplar Bluff, came to visit. 
Son Chuck and wife Martha 
also came to visit and brought 
zucchini cake. On Sept. 11 
her other daughter Tina and 
her husband Darron Moore, 
also of Poplar Bluff, came 
to visit and brought lunch 
and chocolate cake.  Chuck 
and Martha Harvel also 
came by with some of their 
grandchildren, so Shirley’s 
had many visitors.

Thank goodness in all of 
this heat, we’ve had some 
showers and the temperatures 
have reduced somewhat. It 
doesn’t much feel like fall 
yet, does it? A few trees are 

shedding leaves, but there 
isn’t much color yet. The area 
will be gearing up regardless 
of the temperatures for Fall 
Fest, October Fest, and the 
Semo District Fair, along with 
other fall endeavors. Make 
sure you get out and enjoy 
them. 

M e m b e r s  o f  D a n i e l 
Chapman Chapter, NSDAR 
met  on  Tuesday,  Sept . 
8 at Fellowship Baptist 
Church in Vienna for their 
opening meeting. Dues were 
collected and new yearbook 
distributed. Awards received 
at Continental Congress 
were also on display. The 
next meeting will be held on 
Oct. 12 at the Vienna Public 
Library at 1 p.m. with the 
program “The Seven Deadly 
Sins” given by the Alliance 
Chapte r  DAR Museum 
Correspondent Docents.

COUNTY LINE NEWS BY SUZAN HARVEL

JONESBORO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH NEWS
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Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post 3455 
of Anna is making plans for 
this year’s annual Veterans 
Day parade. The longstanding 
Union County tradition is set 
for 11 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
11, in Anna.

The theme for this year’s 
parade is “Honoring All Who 
Served.” Letters of invitation 
and application forms were 
recently mailed to last year’s 
parade entrants.

The VFW is always looking 
for additional parade entrants 
to show their patriotism and 
respect to the nation’s and 
community’s veterans with 
their participation in this 
event.

Businesses, organizations, 
school bands and clubs, local 
clubs and groups which 
would like to be a part of the 
parade but did not receive an 
application can pick up one 
at the VFW post near during 
the post’s regular business 
hours, which are scheduled 
from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday 
through Saturday. The post 
is located at 70 VFW Ln., 
which is off old U.S. Route 
51 between Anna and Cobden. 
The deadline for parade entry 
forms to be returned to the 
VFW is Nov. 4.

The Anna VFW post is 
very proud of its Veterans 
Day parade. The Anna event 
is the only parade in Southern 

Illinois which continues to 
be held on Veterans Day, 
which is observed each year 
on Nov. 11. The Anna post 
notes that without the support 
and participation of the local 
community members and 
organizations it would not be 
able to continue to hold the 
parade.

T h e r e  w i l l  b e 
complimentary chili and 
hot dogs served in the VFW 
hall to parade participants 
immediately following the 
parade. Certificates will be 
distributed to winning entries 
at that time as well. The 
Anna VFW looks forward to 
seeing everyone at this year’s 
Veterans Day parade.

  Illinois will award more 
than $3.5 million to local food 
organizations in the state’s 
latest attempt to bolster local 
food infrastructure, Capitol 
News Illinois reports.

The grants  f rom the 
Department of Agriculture 
are part of a three-year-old 
program aimed at making 
it easier for local farmers 
to process and distribute 
food locally. In total, 61 
organizations received grants, 
16 of them in Cook County 
and the other 45 distributed 
among 34 other counties, 
including Union County.

“These awards will help 
farmers, food businesses and 
community Sartners exSand 
their capacity and reach new 
markets,” Illinois Department 
of  Agriculture director 
Jerry Costello II said in a 
statement. “When we invest 
in local food infrastructure, 
we are creating economic 
opportunity for businesses 
while ensuring I l l inois 
res idents  have  grea ter 
access to fresh, locally 
grown foods.”

The latest distribution 
covers two fiscal years, 2025 
and 2026. This round of 
projects ranged from a $1,424 
grant for air conditioning 
improvements to a $205,000 
collaboration to enhance 
growing and distribution 
caSacity of six community-
based farms on Chicago’s 
South and West sides.

The latter is a partnership 
between the Chicago Food 
Policy Action Council and 

NeighborSSace, a nonSrofit 
urban land trust in Chicago.

In one of two Shelby 
County projects, Triple S 
Farms plans to construct an 
air-chilled mobile poultry 
processing unit that can be 
towed to small farms in the 
region to allow small farmers 
to process, chill, fabricate, 
package and freeze their own 
poultry. That machine would 
have a capacity of 300 to 400 
chickens per day.

Outside of Cook County, 
Union and Kane counties 
received the highest number 
of projects, with four each. 
One project is in Jackson 
County.

Projects in Union, 
Jackson Counties

The four projects in Union 
County will receive a total 
of $244,398.86. Three of 
the projects pertain to cold 
storage, while Alto Vineyards 
in Alto Pass plans to transition 
to stainless steel tanks to 
imSrove durability, efficiency, 
and safe fermentation and 
storage processes.

The Union County projects 
and their funding amounts, 
as  reported by Capitol 
News Illinois with Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
data, include:

Al to  Vineyards  Ltd . 
will receive $75,000. The 
vineyard will transition to 
stainless steel tanks, which 
will ensure durable, efficient 
and safe fermentation and 
storage processes.

Flamm Orchards Inc. 
near Cobden will receive 

$44,356. The funds will 
be used to address high-
need infrastructure gaps by 
modernizing a 60-year-old 
cold storage facility and 
exSanding a commercial 
k i t chen ’s  va lue -added 
processing capacity.

Lucy Jill Rendleman, 
doing business as All Seasons 
Farm near Cobden, will 
receive $64,757 to purchase a 
refrigerated delivery vehicle 
to aggregate and distribute 
more fresh local vegetables 
and fruit to more places.

Rendleman Orchards Inc. 
in Alto Pass will receive 
$60,286. Some of the funds 
will be used to perform a 
comprehensive mechanical 
overhaul of Rendleman 
Orchards’ refrigerated truck. 
The work will include a 
complete engine replacement 
and  e lec t r ica l  repa i rs . 
Rendleman Orchards also 
will use some of the funds 
to install a high-capacity 
SPX evaporator coil and 
digital adaptive controllers 
in a primary cooler.

In Jackson County, Al 
Raawi LLC will receive 
$75,000 to purchase a new 
refrigerated van to support 
the pick up and distribution 
of locally sourced and locally 
processed meat products.

As of early September, 
the state had allocated over 
$5 million to local food 
grants since the program’s 
launch. Another $2 million 
was included in the current-
year budget, according to the 
Department of Agriculture.

VFW welcomes entries for Veterans Day parade

Local food organizations to receive 
$3.5 million in state grant funds
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serving Union County and 
already producing measurable 
results.

The county board will take 
the funding request under 
advisement.

Animal Control
County board vice chairman 

Kent Pitts said the county’s 
animal control program has 
recently experienced a record 
number of owner-surrendered 
dogs. 

He said owners have 
surrendered the dogs because 
they can no longer afford 
them.

Pitts praised the work being 
done by the animal control 
program’s staff to find new 
homes for the dogs. 

He  a l so  thanked  the 
community for its continued 
support  in  the  form of 

donations of dog food and 
financial resources. 

Pitts also again urged 
owners to have their pets 
spayed and neutered.
Constitution Week

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
approved a proclamation 
c o m m e m o r a t i n g  t h e 
observance of Constitution 
Week, which is Sept. 17-23.

The proclamation declared 
that Sept. 17, 2026, marks 
the 239th anniversary of the 
drafting of the Constitution 
of the United States of 
America by the Constitutional 
Convention. The proclamation 
asks the citizens of Union 
County “to reaffirm the 
ideals the Framers of the 
Constitution had in 1787.”
Train Safety

The commissioners also 
approved a proclamation 
declaring Sept. 21-27 as 

National See Tracks? 
Think Train Week in Union 

County. The proclamation 
encourages everyone to 
recognize the importance of 
rail safety education.

The proclamation noted 
that 2,274 rail grade crossing 
collisions resulted in 766 
personal injuries and were 
responsible for 285 fatalities 
in the United States during 
2025.

A total of 1,317 pedestrian 
t r e s p a s s i n g  c a s u a l t i e s 
occurred in the United States, 
resulting in 793 pedestrians 
begin killed and another 524 
injured while trespassing on 
railroad property right-of-
ways in 2025.

T h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n 
declared that educating and 
informing the public about 
rail safety (reminding the 
public that railroad right-of-
ways are private property, 

enhancing public awareness 
of the dangers associated with 
highway rail grade crossings, 
ensuring pedestrians and 
motorists are looking and 
listening while near railways, 
and obeying established traffic 
laws) will reduce the number 
of avoidable fatalities and 
injuries caused by incidents 
involving trains and citizens.

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Association of Chiefs of 
Police, National Operation 
Lifesaver Inc.,  the U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
and all local, state, county 
and railroad law enforcement 
officers, first responders and 
railroad corporations commit 
to partnering together in an 
effort to educate at a national 
level all aspects of railroad 
safety to enforce applicable 
laws in support of National 
See Tracks? Think Train 
Week.

***
More  than  20 local 

businesses are helping 
to support a co-op work 
p r o g r a m  a t  A - J C H S . 
A - J  s e n i o r s  w h o  a r e 
participating in the program 
are taking skills they learn 
in the classroom to the job 
site. The school is grateful 
for the local support of the 
program, which is led by 
A-J faculty member Alysha 
Hase.

***
The Cobden Village Board 

has approved donations 
of $250 to the Williamson 
County Shriners, $150 to the 
VFW’s Carroll P. Foster Post 
No. 3455 of Anna and the 
Cobden American Legion 
and Auxiliary for their 
participation in the Cobden 
Peach Festival parade, which 
was held in August.

***
The Cobden High School 

Marching Appleknockers 
band won second place at the 
Labor Day David Hannan 
Marching Classic parade 
competition in Metropolis.

***
Shawnee Community 

College has recognized 
Chris Clark for 25 years 
of service. Clark is the 
college’s vice president of 
administrative services. He 
joined the college in 2001.

***
Shawnee Community 

College late start classes are 
scheduled to get underway 
beginning Sept. 21.

***
S t i n s o n  M e m o r i a l 

Public Library District 
reports that with help from 
the Friends of Stinson 
Library and the University 
of Illinois, digital scans of 
the Anna Talk newspaper 
are available. The Anna 
Talk was acquired by The 
Gazette-Democrat. The 
digital archive features 411 
issues of the Anna Talk for 
the period from April 2, 
1915, through March 16, 
1923. A link to the archive 
can be found on the Anna 
library’s Facebook page.

***
September marks the 87th 

anniversary of the Shawnee 
National Forest in Southern 
Illinois, including Union 
County. The U.S. Forest 
Service notes that what is 
now the Shawnee National 
Forest was once known 
as the Illini and Shawnee 
Purchase Units. The area 
was officially designated 
as the Shawnee National 
Forest by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt in September 
1939. At that time, much 
of the land was worn out 
farmland, but the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, CCC, 
began its restoration in the 
1930s by planting pine trees 
to reduce erosion and rebuild 
the soil.

***
Illinois resident and 

non-resident hunters can 
purchase fall turkey shotgun 
permits from a licensed 
vendor on a first-come, first-
served basis starting Sept. 21 
until quotas have been met 
for a particular county or 
until the close of the season 
on Nov. 1.  Learn more at 
huntillinois.org.
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Please read this... By Geof Skinner
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Sept. 11, 2001. Twenty-five 
years ago. For many folks, 
what happened on that day is 
something in the history books. 
Let’s hope that the tragic events 
which happened on that day a 
quarter of a century ago are 
not forgotten …Meanwhile …

O u r  l o c a l  w e a t h e r 
observer reported that the 
high temperature reached 102 
degrees near Jonesboro on 
September 5. The heat index 
was a balmy 115.3 degrees at 
2:30 p.m. At least there was a 
wind chill at the time…a cool 
101.9 degrees …

Meanwhile …
The Other Half and yours 

truly once again have been 
enjoying one of our summer 
viewing habits on the tube.

Before we fall asleep on 
Tuesday evenings, we like to 
watch “America’s Got Talent” 
on our old school flat screen 
television that has a rabbit ears 
antenna. We always hope that 
the wind isn’t blowing when 
the show comes on. Windy 
weather is not kind to the 
digital signal, at least when it 
involves the network and local 
channel which carry “AGT.” 
Rain doesn’t help much either. 
And a combination of wind 
and rain mean it’s time to find 
another channel.

The show features all kinds 
of fascinating, and occasionally 
perplexing, “talent.” With that 
being said, the folks who have 
the courage to go on a stage 
to perform in front of millions 
of people deserve a pat on 
the back. And that would be 
the people who perform. As 
in real live, genuine human 
beings,  who sometimes 
are accompanied by highly 
talented canines or maybe a 
puppet, which, in my simple 
little mind, are OK.

Last week, the episode we 
watched had one act which 
featured real live human 
beings. And robots. Yes. 
Robots. The robots danced 
on stage. They looked almost 
human. Those robots were 
s-m-o-o-t-h. Truth be told, the 
whole idea of dancing robots 
seemed kind of scary. Almost 
made me wonder what kind of 
plots they would be hatching 
against humanity once they got 
off the stage.

Yes. These are probably 
the meandering musings of an 
official old school old guy. As 
I mentioned earlier, we still use 
a rabbit ears antenna. But the 
idea of dancing robots winning 
a talent show for people … No 
thank you.

Meanwhile …
One of my daily walkabouts 

last week was pretty exciting, 
at least in terms of Critter 
Sightings. In a very short of 
time, pretty much right in 
town, I spotted some white-
tailed deer and a chipmunk. 
The deer were crossing a road. 
The last time I had seen deer at 
that location, the temperature 

was about 20 degrees and 
the ground was covered with 
snow. Such was not the case 
last week.

I hadn’t seen a chipmunk 

in the wild in many a year. 
Neither the deer nor the 
chipmunk seemed all that 
concerned about my presence. 
The little Critter was even 

kind enough to pose for a 
few pictures … and then just 
kind of watched as I walked 
away slowly. (Oddly enough 
… a couple of days later … 
The Other Half pointed out a 
chipmunk that was scampering 
through our backyard.)

Thanks to a fellow traveler 
on The Journey Through Life 
who stopped to chat during 
my walk, I learned a little bit 
about the story of a majestic 
oak tree in our little corner of 
the world. I had walked by the 
tree many, many times over 
the years … in all seasons … 
and often admired it. Squirrels 
liked it, too.

As sometimes happens 
with trees, the core of the oak 
had gone hollow. That meant 
the tree had to come down. 
Personally, I do not like cutting 
down a tree, but safety needs to 
be a top consideration.

Anyway, after the tree had 
been cut down, the fellow 
traveler had taken the time to 
count the rings in the oak. He 
counted 231 rings. That would 
have made the oak more than 
two and a quarter centuries old.

The oak tree would have 
been a sapling when George 
Washington was president. 
Maybe the tree sprouted from 
an acorn that simply fell to 
the ground. Maybe a squirrel 
dropped its snack while 
wandering around in what 
I’m guessing were woodlands 
back then.

That tree would have started 
its own Journey Through Life 
before Lewis and Clark started 
their journey to the Pacific 
Ocean … before the War of 
1812 … before the Civil War 
… before the village we call 
home was even a village … 
before there was the internet 
… before there were creepy 
robots dancing on a stage…

At some point, on another 
daily walkabout, I may try 
to see if another acorn has 
sprouted where the oak tree 
was growing. 

Then … I’ll need to watch 
and see how well it grows for 
the next 231 years.

Speaking of Critters … a 
fellow traveler on The Journey 
Through Life was kind enough 
to share a special memory 
about recently spotting some 
bald eagles. Such moments are 
times to treasure.

And then there was the 
groundhog which I saw one 
evening last week which had 
scaled Mt. Green Beans in 
The Other Half’s garden. We 
know that groundhogs like 
what she grows in the garden, 
but I had never seen one scale 
some fencing in an attempt to 
secure dinner.

Meanwhile …
We’ll wrap up things 

this week with a personal 
note … Happy birthday to 
my sweetheart. Sept. 17 is 
birthday number … Well. It’s 
her birthday …

Mildred Blessing celebrates 
100th birthday

Mildred Blessing of Cobden celebrated her 100th 
birthday Sept. 8, 2026. A celebration was held at her 
home on Sunday, Sept. 6th in her honor with cake and 
refreshments with family and friends. Mildred wants 
to thank every person who visited and wished her a 
Happy Birthday.

T h e  A n n a  P o l i c e 
Department is alerting the 
public about two new fraud 
warnings. 

The department shared 
informat ion  about  the 
scams on social media.

First,  a new scam is 
coming through Facebook 
n o t i f i c a t i o n  e m a i l s 
a d v i s i n g  p e o p l e  t h e y 
are  be ing  charged  for 
purchasing adult materials. 
The scam then instructs 
individuals to call their 
phone provider to fix the 
issue and provides a link 
to call.

A link which is used 
connects you to the scam 
artists who claims to work 
for the FTC, demands cash 
via wire and claims they 
will provide you with new 
documents to clear your 
identity fraud.

“ P l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t 
to your friends, family 

and neighbors and warn 
them of this new scam,” 
the department advised. 
“Remind them that any 
link, including a phone 
number,  should not  be 
trusted even if it comes 
from a known sender.”

The second new fraud is 
check thefts from the mail. 

“Please keep an eye on 
any checks you send in 
the mail that they arrive at 
their intended destination 
and you are only charged 
for the amount you sent. 
Again, please warn your 
friends, family and loved 
ones about this issue,” the 
department said.

The department offered 
a “big thanks to Southern 
Bank of Anna for letting 
us know about this issue. 
We apprec ia te  a l l  our 
partnerships which help 
keep our community and 
our citizens safe.”

Anna Police issues alert about scams

Dancing robots … no thank you …

Critters like this chipmunk just seem to be willing 
to pose for a picture or two. Sometimes. Other times, 
Critters will just vanish.

I think I can. I think I can. I think I did. A groundhog 
achieved success, eventually, in an attempt to harvest 
some green beans in The Other Half’s garden.

Why did the deer cross the road? To catch up with 
the chicken.


