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Anna mayor
announces he
will not seek
another term

Anna Mayor Steve
Hartline has announced
that he will not seek another
term in office. Hartline
announced his decision at
last week’s regular meeting
of the Anna City Council.
The meeting was Tuesday
evening, Sept. 15, at Anna
City Hall.

The mayor’s
announcement early in
the meeting, which had
a busy agenda which
included filling a vacancy
on the city council and a
request for approval of a
resolution in support of
the Choate Mental Health
and Developmental Center
in Anna.

Mayor Hartline
has served the city for
approximately 39 years.
During those years, he
has served as a police
officer, chief of police, as a
member of the city council
and as a mayor. The city’s
next election is scheduled
in April of 2027.

The mayor voiced his
gratitude to all of those
he has worked with over
the years and for the job
done by those who work
for the city. “It’s been an
honor and pleasure to serve
the city,” the mayor said.
“We’ve got a lot done.”

Vacancy on Council
Filled

A motion to fill a
vacancy on the city
council was approved at
the meeting. The vacancy
was created by the recent
passing of longtime city
council member Martha
Ann Webb.

The council voted to
appoint David Prather to
fill the vacancy. Prather
is a retired hospital chief
financial officer. He will
take the oath of office at the
city council’s next regular
meeting in early October.
The term runs through the
2027 election.

Choate Center

Resolution

The future of the
Choate Mental Health
and Developmental
Center in Anna again was
addressed by city officials.
The consent agenda for
the meeting included
a resolution urging the
[llinois Department of
Human Services, IDHS,
to reverse a decision to
downsize serves at the
center.

A request for passage
of the resolution was made
at the council meeting
by American Federation
of State, County and
Municipal Employees,
AFSCME, Council 31
representative Ty Petersen.
The Union County Board
of Commissioners, along
with several of the county’s
municipal governing
bodies, have passed such
a resolution.

IDHS in July announced
plans to cut services
and lay off staff at the
center. Petersen said has
been meeting with local
governing bodies to seek

(see Council on page 8)

AFSCME files lawsuit to block
state from gutting Choate Center

The labor wunion
representing hundreds of
employees at Choate Mental
Health and Developmental
Center in Anna has filed
a lawsuit challenging the
state’s planned downsizing
of the facility, arguing Gov.
JB Pritzker’s administration
failed to follow state laws
governing reductions in
healthcare services, the
closure of state facilities
and the preservation of
psychiatric beds.

Capitol News Illinois’
Molly Parker reported that
the Illinois Department of
Human Services, IDHS,
announced to staff in late July
that it planned to significantly
reduce staffing and beds
for patients with mental
illness and developmental
disabilities.

As of Aug. 1, Choate had
75 mental health beds and
150 beds for individuals with
developmental disabilities.
The state’s plan calls for
eliminating all psychiatric
beds and all but 40 beds
for individuals with
developmental disabilities.
Those 40 beds would be
reserved for forensic patients
who are typically admitted
through the courts after being
found unfit to stand trial in
criminal proceedings.

The state’s planned
downsizing would eliminate
about half of Choate’s
roughly 500 workers, with
most represented by the
American Federation of
State, County and Municipal
Employees.

AFSCME Council 31 filed
the lawsuit Tuesday, Sept.
15 in Union County Circuit
Court in Jonesboro, joined
as plaintiffs by Union County
State’s Attorney Tyler Tripp
and AFSCME Local 141
president Tina Winfield.
The lawsuit names the State
of Illinois, Pritzker, IDHS
and IDHS Secretary Dulce
Quintero as defendants.

The lawsuit alleges
violations of three state laws
and asks a judge to block the
state from moving forward
with key portions of the
downsizing.

First, AFSCME alleges
IDHS violated the Health
Facilities Planning Act by
failing to obtain a permit
or exemption before
eliminating Choate’s general
developmental disability and
mental health operations. The
union argues the changes
substantially alter the scope
and operation of the facility
and reduce its bed capacity
enough to trigger the law’s
requirements.

The lawsuit also alleges
violations of the Illinois
State Facilities Closure
Act. Although the Choate
campus would not fully
close, AFSCME argues
the law’s mandates are
triggered by plans to shutter
the psychiatric hospital
and general residential
program for people with
developmental disabilities,
and that the state has taken
no steps to comply with the
closure act.

Finally, AFSCME alleges
the state’s plan violates the
Mental Health Inpatient
Facility Access Act, passed
in 2022 amid a shortage of
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Supporting Choate Center workers
Signs on display at the four-way stop in the downtown Anna show their support
for workers at the Choate Mental Health and Developmental Center.

publicly funded psychiatric
services. The law prohibits
further reductions in state-
operated inpatient mental
health bed capacity, with
limited exceptions.

The Pritzker administration
has said the need for mental
health beds is greater in
northern Illinois and plans
to phase out Choate’s 75 civil
psychiatric beds by March
while adding beds at Madden
Mental Health Center near
Chicago.

But AFSCME argues
the state has begun moving
patients out of Choate
without first adding enough
state-operated psychiatric
beds elsewhere and that
moving capacity north would
severely reduce access to
inpatient psychiatric care in
Southern Illinois.

The lawsuit asks the
court to prevent the state
from eliminating Choate’s
psychiatric operation and to
require IDHS to maintain
75 inpatient psychiatric
beds there until it creates
75 additional beds at other
state-operated mental
health centers. It also seeks
to block layoffs tied to the
psychiatric closure until
those replacement beds are
created.

The union also accuses the
administration of abruptly
reversing course after years
of assurances about Choate’s
future.

In 2023, when the
state announced a three-
year “transformation” of
Choate, state officials told
union representatives the
plan did not include closing
the facility or laying off
workers, according to the
complaint. In 2024, the state
announced an expansion of
mental health services at
Choate, and as recently as
the budgeting process for
the current fiscal year, DHS
officials assured state and
union representatives that the
budget did not “contemplate

any layoffs,” the lawsuit
alleges.

Then, on July 23, just
weeks after the new fiscal year
began, the state announced
plans to end Choate’s general
developmental disability
operation by Sept. 30 and
phase out its mental health
operation by March.

“DHS never explained
what had changed and why it
reversed course,” the lawsuit
alleges, accusing the state
of beginning “an unseemly
rush to transfer residents
of the facilities to other
placements.”

“AFSCME members who
work at Choate care about the
individuals they support and
are committed to the mental
health and disability services
they provide,” AFSCME
Council 31 Executive
Director Roberta Lynch said
in a statement. “Southern
Illinois needs these services,
and state laws exist to protect
them. That’s why we’re
asking the court to step in.”

Second Lawsuit Filed

Challenging Closing

The AFSCME case is the
second lawsuit filed since
the state announced the
downsizing in July, Capitol
News Illinois reported.

Earlier in September,
Tripp, the Union County
state’s attorney, filed a
separate lawsuit in Union
County Circuit Court along
with Union County Sheriff
David Wilkins and Justin
Emrick, the legal guardian of
a Choate resident.

The lawsuit alleges
that criminal defendants
in Southern Illinois have
routinely remained in
county jails for weeks while
awaiting state psychiatric
placements, and that
reducing Choate’s capacity
would worsen an already
strained system. It seeks a
temporary restraining order
and preliminary injunction
to prevent the elimination

of Choate’s psychiatric beds
and its remaining general
developmental disability
beds while the case proceeds.

Among the records
attached to the lawsuitis a July
letter from IDHS to a Union
County judge demanding
placement of a defendant
who the state had determined
needed psychiatric care at
Choate. That letter asked
for the judge’s patience
while the state awaited an
opening. The letter said there
were 217 people statewide
waiting for admission to the
state’s forensic treatment
programs, while another 109
were awaiting evaluations to
determine whether inpatient
admission was necessary.

An IDHS spokesperson
said the agency does not
comment on pending
litigation.

Pritzker has defended the
decision to reduce operations
at Choate, pointing to
longstanding problems at
the facility. In a years-long
investigation that began in
2022, Capitol News Illinois
and ProPublica documented a
culture of abuse and coverup
at the facility that had persisted
for years despite numerous
calls for reforms. In response,
Pritzker’s administration
announced a series of reform
plans, though intended to keep
the facility open.

Speaking to reporters
in Southern Illinois in late
August, Pritzker said he’d
hoped to resolve the challenges
there but made clear several
years ago that if that didn’t
happen “the only option that
we really would have is to
stand down on that facility.”

e Capitol News Illinois
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan
news service that distributes
state government coverage
to hundreds of news outlets
statewide. It is funded
primarily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert R.
McCormick Foundation.

News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout the
Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Happy homecoming week
to everyone at Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School.
A full week of activities are
planned. A homecoming
parade is set for 1 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 25, in Anna. A-J hosts
Pinckneyville in the Wildcats’
2026 homecoming football
game; kickoff is set for 7 p.m.
Friday.
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The Village of Cobden is
moving forward with plans
for a new well. The village
has received confirmation
that financial assistance from
USDA Rural Development
has been approved. An
emergency community water
assistance grant in the amount
of $680,000 and a water and
waste disposal loan in the
amount of $1.374 million
have been approved.
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A Sept. 17 update from the
U.S. Drought Monitor showed
that northeastern Union
County, northern Johnson
County and all of Jackson
and Williamson counties were
experiencing abnormally dry
conditions.
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Weather update: the
forecast posted Friday, Sept.
18, on the website for the
National Weather Service
office in Paducah was
calling for high temperatures
in the 70s on Tuesday and
Wednesday.

sksksk

One more weather update:
at 1:47 p.m. Friday, Sept.
18, the heat index at the
Southern Illinois Airport
near Murphysboro was 102
degrees. The air temperature
was 97 degrees and the
humidity was 39 percent.

sksksk

The University of Memphis
Center for Earthquake
Research and Information
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Irleen H.

Jorgensen

Irleen H. Jorgensen,
age 102, of Carbondale,
formerly of Anna, Illinois and
Arlington, Virginia, passed
away on Monday, Sept. 14,
2026 at Century Assisted
Living in Carbondale.

She was born on Jan. 20,
1924 to Ira D. Hogue and
Mina Matilda (Kesler) Hogue
in Dongola.

Irleen was born and raised
in Dongola and moved to
St. Louis after High School
where she met her husband,
Louis Jorgensen. After he got
a promotion, they moved to
Arlington, Virginia where they
both worked in government.
Together they had a great life
and eventually Irleen returned
to Union County after her
retirement in 1988. Irleen was
a member of Anna Heights
Baptist Church.

She is preceded in death
by her parents; her husband in
1987; a brother; and a brother
who died at the age of 17.

No formal services will
be held.

A Private Inurnment will
be held at a later date at
Meisenheimer Cemetery in
Dongola.

Crain Funeral Home
in Anna is in charge of
arrangements.

? GILEAD
CHURCH

Simpson, Illinois

Sunday School .........9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ....10:30 a.m.
Bible Study, Wed. ....7:00 p.m.

Pastor, Doug Hughes I

Kay Lee

Bruchhauser

A loyal, lifetime
Chicago Cubs fan, Kay
Lee Bruchhauser, of Anna,
was born on May 3, 1938,
to Clarence and Florence
Roeder. Kay’s parents instilled
traditional German values of
respect, structure and hard
work. Fortunately, Kay was
spoiled by her nine uncles
and aunts for 11 years until
the birth of her first cousin.
Growing up in Dwight, Kay
was a little farm hand for her
Grandfather George Roeder
and washed cookie sheets for a
nickel each at her Grandfather
Gus Ohlendorf’s Bakery.
The Dwight High School
Trojans proudly elected Kay
as Homecoming Queen and
marching band majorette,
a role she cherished after
playing the marimba through
the years.

Kay left Dwight to pursue
an education and became a
Registered Nurse at Chicago’s
prestigious Rush Presbyterian
Hospital. During her Anna
State Hospital psychiatric
rotation, she attended services
at Missouri Synod Trinity
Lutheran Church where she
met a St. Louis Cardinals fan,
Bill Bruchhauser. Bill shared
that his grandfather helped
build the church in 1883,
alluding to their marriage
plans to follow. However,
they were married at Dwight’s
Goodfarm Church on Sept.
4, 1960, following in her
parents’ footsteps. They went
on to have three children:
Debra Lynn, David Lee, and
Rebecca Jane (whom she
welcomed on the drive to
the hospital). As a mother,
Kay was actively involved in
each of her children’s lives:

“By Every Word”
Matt 6:33 “But seek ye first the king-
dom of God and his righteousness...”

Have you truly done this in your life?

Maybe it’s time.

You are invited.

The Church of Christ
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teaching Trinity Lutheran
Sunday School in addition to
leading 4-H Clubs and Cub/
Girl Scout troops for many
years. She was exceptionally
proud when her son and
grandsons all earned Eagle
Scout rank.

In Bill and Kay’s life
together, they enjoyed
experiencing the sites and
cuisines of Europe and
Hawaii. They were both avid
gardeners who cherished
watching the tulips bloom
— which they collected in
Amsterdam — along with
the rest of her flower garden’s
large variety. Their children
were the fourth generation
of Bruchhauser gardeners to
live in their home. Continuing
her education, Kay completed
a Bachelor’s of Science in
Nursing from the College
of St. Francis in 1982. To
honor Kay’s graduation, Bill
and their green thumbed kids
lined the front of their home
with small azaleas which
have flourished. Later when
the flowers were head high,
they were chosen as Anna’s
Gazette Democrat Garden
of the Month. In 1995, after
25 years at Choate Mental
Health, Kay retired to support
Bill’s battle with Parkinson’s
disease and was thankful
when Debra assumed his
role, becoming the fourth
generation to own Phoenix
Flour Mill.

Kay sat on the Union
County Fair Board of
Directors, with Debra at her
side serving as the Junior
Department Chairman as
the Floral supervisor. Kay
enjoyed sharing time with her
beloved grandchildren and
“tagging along with Becca”
on work trips. Together, they
enjoyed botanical gardens
from Annapolis to Seattle, but
the highlight of these journeys
was sitting 4 rows behind
home plate as a Ricketts
family guest, her first game at
Wrigley Stadium since 1959.
The following year, she invited
her entire family to a game at
The Ivy. She enthusiastically
cheered, “Let’s go, Cubbies!”
throughout the years and
continued to do so until her
final days.

Kay lasts in the memories
of those who knew her. In her
80’s, her only granddaughter,
Liz, was her most regular
companion, including on Sept.
12, 2026, when she bid a
peaceful farewell to all of
her family. For 18 years, she
served as her husband’s only
home care nurse. William, and
their son David, preceded her
in death. She is survived by
her daughters, Debra (Larry)
Walter of Anna, Rebecca
(Spencer) Farris of Kirkwood,
Mo., grandchildren Elizabeth,
Alexander, and Benjamin
Bruchhauser, and Spencer
II and Mason Farris. She
is additionally survived by
Deborah Martin of Highland,
as well as her first cousin
and lifelong fellow Cubs fan,
Betty Roethe of Du Quoin.

A Graveside Service was
held Sept. 18 at noon at the
Bruchhauser family plot.
Memorials may be made
to the American Parkinson
Disease Association, St. Louis
Chapter.

Crain Funeral Home
in Anna is in charge of
arrangements.

COUNTY LINE NEWS BY SUZAN HARVEL

The Village Board of
Mill Creek met on Tuesday,
Sept. 15 in regular business
meeting. A new board trustee,
Matt Phalin, was voted in.
The village president, Amy
Kram, reported the Union
County Sheriff’s Office has
been apprised of derelict
and condemned properties
in the village proper, hosting
squatters, vandals and
hazardous waste issues. The
next meeting will be held on
Oct. 20 at 7 p.m.

The Honor Flight
for Veterans latest run to
Washington D.C. returned
home a day off schedule due to
a pilot shortage. The veterans

and their guardians returned
safely Tuesday afternoon to
Veteran’s Airport in Marion.
The long-awaited trip to our
nations capital was reported to
be excellent and we are glad
these veterans returned home
safely. We also appreciate
all the efforts made by so
many to give our veterans this
wonderful opportunity.
Johnson and Pope Counties
kicked off their Constitution
Week Celebrations with bell
ringing, proclamations, and
many other events. Union
County will host their own
events this weekend at the
Lincoln Memorial Park in
Jonesboro on Saturday and at

the Heritage House Museum
on Sunday. Constitution Week
runs from Sept. 17 to 23 of
each year.

P.AS.T. of Union County
will have their regular
business meeting on Tuesday,
Sept. 29 at 6 p.m. at the
Heritage House Museum in
Jonesboro.

Shawnee Hills Arts Council
unveiled their wonderful new
signage on Sept. 8, 2026,
on the outside of the Anna
Arts Center on Davie Street
in Anna. The mural was
rendered by artist Christine
De Shazo and was created
by Spectrum Graphics and
endorsed by the city of Anna.

ANNA FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH NEWS

Anna First Baptist Church
met for Worship on Sept. 20
with Pastor Lupe greeting
everyone in the Sanctuary
and those visiting on live
stream. He also led in our
opening prayer.

Vickie Wagner did our
Call to Worship, which was
on God’s Word.

“And you shall love the
Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your might.

And these words which I
command you this day shall
be upon your heart.

Thy word is a lamp unto
my feet, and a light unto
my path. The entrance of
thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto
the simple.

The law of the Lord is
perfect, converting the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is
sure making the wise simple.

Let love and faithfulness

never leave you; bind them
around your neck, write them
on the tablet of your heart.

Then you will win favor
and a good name in the sight
of God and man.”

This was taken from
Deuteronomy and Psalms in
our Bible.

Our Worship Team led
us in three songs, I Have
Decided, Nothing But The
Blood and Goodness of God.

Pastor Lupe’s title for his
sermon was, “Isaiah, He I am,
Send Me.”

Highlights included,
Isaiah was a prophet of
God who ministered to the
people of Judah during a
time of spiritual rebellion and
uncertainty. He experienced
a powerful vision of God’s
holiness and responded to
God’s call by saying, “Here
am I, send me” (Isaiah 6:
8). Isaiah boldly warned
the people about sin and

judgment while also
proclaiming a message of
hope and restoration. God
used Isaiah to give remarkable
prophecies about the coming
Messiah, including His birth
and suffering for our sins,
Isaiah’s message reminds us
that God is holy, His grace
is greater than our sin, and
He is still looking for people
willing to say, “Send me.”

Our Sunday School
begins at 9 a.m. and is for all
ages. Our Worship Services
and Children’s Worship
begins at 10:15 a.m. Our
Wednesday evening Bible
Study begins at 6 p.m. Our
bus runs for all of these
services and programs.
Please call our church office
and we will put you on our
list to ride our bus.

Our church is located at
409 Morgan St. in Anna,
Illinois. Our phone number
is 618-833-5416.

JONESBORO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH NEWS

On Sept. 13, special
speaker, Bro. Bob Dickerson,
from Illinois State Baptist
Association, spoke in our
morning service. His message
was about the greatest
commandment. Jesus said
the greatest commandment
is to love God with all your
heart, soul and mind, in other
words, love God with all that
we are! And the second, is
to love your neighbor like
yourself. Bro. Dickerson said
we show our love for God by
demonstrating love for our
neighbor. He reminded us that
love is an action word. His
text was found in the twelfth
chapter of the Gospel of Mark
in the New Testament.

Dee Rose, Music Director,
led in worship, accompanied
by Debbie York on the piano,

and the Praise Team: Connor
Benbrook, David Pedigo,
Megan Tehandén and Kim
Benefield. John Turner played
an instrumental during the
offering. Rodger Goines sang
the song, “I Talk to Jesus
about My Kids,” accompanied
by Robert McCain, on the
guitar.

Our service was sent via
transmitter station 87.9 FM for
those who want to listen via
the radio. The service was also
live streamed on Facebook,
so if you missed it, you still
have an opportunity to view
it. Please check our Facebook
page, Jonesboro FBC, for
the latest videos and info on
church events.

This week’s activities
include our Men and Ladies
Bible Studies on Monday,

ANNA CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE NEWS

The morning worship
service was held at 10:35
a.m. on Sept. 13, 2026.
Announcements were given
by Jessica Elkins. The
worship service was led
by Pastor Wright and the
worship team.

The message “From
Genesis To Revelation-Week
3 -Exodus-The God Who
Redeems was brought by
Pastor Randy Wright from
Exodus 3:7-8 sharing that
“Exodus teaches us that
redemption is not merely God
bringing us out of bondage;

it is God bringing us into
relationship with Himself —
into covenant, into holiness,
and into His presence.”

Celebrating birthdays this
week are: 13th Bradley West,
19th Robert Smith

Celebrating an anniversary
this week is 18th John & Rose
Reeves

Our prayers and sympathy
are extended to the family of
Teresa Bauer. She is the aunt
of Shannon Thompson and
sister-in-law of Sue Bauer and
to Marlena Wright in the loss
of her mother, Marsha Jones.

September 14, at 6 p.m. Men
meet at the church, ladies will
meet at the home of Sheila
Aldridge. Our children’s
program, “Dig In,” will meet
Wednesday, Sept. 16, from 6
to 8 p.m. for children ages 3
through 6th grade.

Currently, our regular
schedule for worship at
Jonesboro First Baptist
includes Sunday School
classes on Sundays at 9 a.m.;
Sunday morning worship at 10
a.m.; Sunday evening worship
at 6 p.m. Youth for 6th-12th
grades meet also on Sundays
at 6 p.m. and Wednesdays
from 6-8 p.m. Both our Dig-
In Children’s program and
our Adult Prayer Meeting
and Bible Study meets on
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. All
are invited to attend.
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Proverbs 3
Exhortations to Obedience
3.1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, u Cleanin g Co.
2 for they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. o N\
3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write GIVE US A CALL...WE CLEAN IT ALL
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sight of God and man. 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 6 1 8 697 9 5 02
618-893-2861 - 618-534-2391 own understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths . -
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straight.[1]

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 8 This will bring E .ll
health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 9 Honor the Lord with your

wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to BEUSSINK.HICKAM & KOCHEL PC
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833 87 5 5 those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.[2] (618) 833-2721

Duty S Auto G'ass 13 Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, 14 for she
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and all her paths are peace. 18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her;
those who hold her fast will be blessed. 19 By wisdom the Lord laid the earth's
foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; 20 by his knowledge the
watery depths were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew.
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27 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power
to act. 28 Do not say to your neighbor, "Come back tomorrow and I'll give it to
you"- when you already have it with you. 29 Do not plot harm against your neighbor,
who lives trustfully near you. 30 Do not accuse anyone for no reason- when they
have done you no harm. 31 Do not envy the violent or choose any of their ways. 32
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Vienna football field scoreboard restored
through community partnership

Vienna High School’s
football field scoreboard
has been refreshed through
a collaborative project
that highlights hands-on
student learning and strong
partnerships between
schools and community
organizations.

The sign was removed
from the football field and
transported to the Joppa High
School Auto Body class, a
program attended by Vienna
students as part of the career
and technical education
pathway. T Ham Sign Inc.
out of Marion, assisted with
taking down the sign, while
Robin Mizell, Maintenance

team member, along with
other maintenance staff,
constructed a custom frame
to safely transport it. Korte
Farms out of Metropolis, also
generously provided a trailer
to assist with hauling the
scoreboard. Vienna students
in the Auto Body class
dismantled and repainted the
sign this past spring as part of
their coursework.

Robin Mizell emphasized
the value of collaboration in
the project: “It is so nice to be
able to have a partnership with
Joppa High School where our
students are helping their own
peers while also utilizing our
own resources. This project

shows what can happen when
schools and communities
work together to create real
learning opportunities.”

“This project represents
exactly what we want for our
students. They are gaining real
and meaningful experiences
while contributing to
something that matters to
our school and community.
We are so thankful for the
teamwork and partnerships
that made this possible and
to Joppa auto body instructor
Jeff Goddard. We are also
excited to see the scoreboard
be used this fall for the football
season,” said Superintendent
Dr. Joshua Stafford.

The public phone at the Old
J ohnson County Courthouse

By Ed Annable
The residents of Johnson

County and the surrounding
area will most likely remember
a phone booth that stood on
the east side of the court
square. The photo shows
the location of the concrete
pad where the booth stood.
Included in the image is an
exact replica of that old public
phone booth.

There was a time before cell
phones — a time when being
out of immediate touch with
others was not unusual or even
feared. Today’s young people
cannot imagine a time when
instant communication with
others was not available. They
cannot imagine a time when
not every household had a
telephone, one of those old
models that when used,
everyone in the room could
hear at least one side of a

conversation.

Yes, there was such a time
— a time when the old phone
booth on the courthouse square
became a lifeline for those
who found it necessary to call
home or to make an emergency
call to conduct their personal
business. It was a time when
young people frequented the
square on a Friday night and
found a reason to communicate
with parents or friends — a
time when it was inconceivable
that a person might reach in his
or her pocket and dial up a
friend or a parent.

I remember well when
there was a terrible school bus
accident one September day
in 1965. All the students who
were not injured or severly
injured were transported to
Vienna and seen by the only
physician that had an office on
the court square. I remember

the old phone booth and belng

able to make the phone call to
my mother and telling her that
my sister and [ were OK.

The old phone booth on the
courthouse square witnessed
many such calls, if it was
possible for an inanimate
object to witness something.
The history of Johnson County
should have a special chapter
concerning the conversations
that occurred in that glass
cubicle.

No one seems to remember
the day the old phone
booth disappeared. No one
remembers because no one
seemed to care. When cell
phones came to town, the
old phone booth lost its
relevance. The concrete pad
where it sat is the only remnant
of a period of time that our
young people will never
witness.

St. Paul to hold Draw Down Party

St. Paul Catholic Church
of Vienna will be having their
annual Draw Down Party
Saturday, Oct. 17 from 6 to
9 p.m. in the Parish Center.

Dinner will begin at 6
p-m., and the draw down will
begin at 7 p.m. The jackpot
will be $4,000, and there
will be cash prizes of $100

as well as theme baskets, gift
cards and other great prizes
for every ticket holder. There
will also be a silent auction
throughout the evening.

The cost of a ticket is $100
with up to 10 people able to
share a ticket. (You must be
21 to purchase a ticket and
only four people can enter

the party on a single ticket.)
Only 110 tickets will be sold
for the Draw Down. As in the
past you do not need to be
present to participate in the
winnings.

If you would like to
purchase a ticket, call or
contact Madonna Slife, PO
Box 163, Vienna IL 62995.

NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE &, visic oy

Look for the full moon on
the evening of Sept. 26.

Saturday, Sept. 26
is celebrated as Johnny
Appleseed Day, the birthday
of John Chapman who spent
years planting apple seeds
across the western frontier of
our great country.

The Johnson County
Genealogical and Historical
Society met on Sunday, Sept.
20 in the community room
of the Vienna Library. The
program on Trigg-Ozark Tours
of 1931-1949 was presented.

The Johnson County
Women’s Club will hold their
first meeting of the club year
on Friday, Oct. 2 at 1:30
p-m. in the U. of I. Extension
Building in Vienna. New
members are welcomed to
join this community group.

The “Rekindling the Spirit
Youth Rally” will be held
on Oct. 21 at Eagle House
Ministries, with food served
at 6:30 p.m., followed by the
worship service at 7 p.m. This
is free and open to all area
youth.

“Sweet Harvest Day” will
be held on Oct. 3,9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Goreville Village
Park. There will be a horse-
drawn sorghum press, fresh
apple cider, honey, Autumn
produce, pony rides and much
more.

Southern Seven Health
Services will be providing flu
shots in a drive-thru on Oct.
1, 10am-2pm at the Goreville
Village Park. Bring insurance
cards.

Happy 100th Birthday to
Betty Noble of Autumn Ridge
Supportive Living in Vienna.
Donate children’s books

in her name for the “Little
Leaves Learning Center” of
Arrowleaf by Sept. 28.

The annual “Run For Hope
Race” on the Tunnel Hill State
Trail, adjacent to the Vienna
City Park, will take place on
Sept. 25, with registration at
4:30 p.m.

The “Heather /treat
Memorial Duck Race was
held for the 20th year on
Sunday, Sept. 13 at the Clod
and Corton Vineyard on
Parker City Road.

The list of winning ducks
has not been received.

The Community of Christ
Church members and guests
enjoyed services on Sept. 20
at Ferne Clyffe State Park,
followed by a picnic lunch.

The Vienna Fall Festival
will be an all-day event on
Oct. 3, at the Vienna City
Park, with events, food, games
and prizes.

The Cypress School PTO
will provide a dance for local
students in grades 5-8 on Oct.
16, 6-9pm.

The cost is $5, payable at
the door.

On Oct. 2-3 will be the
Goreville Community Yard
Sales. Call 995-2157 to have
your sale on the map, which
will be available at the village
hall.

See the Beatle Exhibit
at the SIU-C Morris
Library, the collection of
Ann Chamberlain, through

December.

Constitution Week was
celebrated on Sept. 14-19 by
the Daniel Chapman Chapter
NSDAR, with a bell-ringing
ceremony and a program by
Brian Bailey of Vienna.

The Vienna High School
Class of 1986 will hold a
reunion on Oct. 17 at the
Evergreen Coffee Shop in
Paducah, 6 to 9 p.m. owned
by classmate, Jean Bowman
Alford.

Volunteers at the Goreville
Ministerial Alliance Thrift
Shop on Sept. 22-24-26 will
be members of the Goreville
United Methodist Church and
the Busby Chapel Freewill
Baptist Church. Drop in for
bargains galore on Tuesday
and Thursday,9 a.m.to 4 p.m.
and Saturday 9 a.m. to noon.

Give a gift of family history,
a membership to the Johnson
County Genealogical and
Historical Society, a perfect
birthday or anniversary
gift. Send a check for $20
to JCGHS, P.O. Box 1207,
Vienna, 62995.

We welcome news from
your church, school, club or
neighborhood, for this column
from Johnson County. Call
618-422-2086 or email to
dixieterry85@yahoo.com.

Enoy the remainder of the
week and all that September
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Mountain lion sightings reported

The Illinois Department
of Natural Resources, IDNR,
reports that it has confirmed a
mountain lion with multiple
sightings believed to be the
same animal in Union and
Jackson counties in Southern
Il1linois. IDNR noted that
mountain lions are rare
visitors to the state. This is
the 12th confirmed mountain
lion in Illinois since 2002.
Previous animals have been
2- to 3-year-old males, and
DNA analysis suggests they
dispersed from a western
population, likely in Nebraska
and the Dakotas. If this is the
case with the current mountain
lion, it traveled a great
distance without incident
to reach Southern Illinois.
IDNR advises anyone who
encounters the animal to leave
it alone and report the sighting
to wildlife biologists online at
https://wildlifeillinois.org/.../
report-large-carnivore.../.

Campaign promotes Baby Safe Haven Law

The Illinois Department
of Children and Family
Services, DCFS, and the
Save Abandoned Babies
Foundation have announced
the launch of a new campaign
designed to immediately
connect the public to
lifesaving information about
the Illinois Newborn Infant
Protection Act, commonly
referred to as the Baby Safe
Haven Law.

The law provides parents in
crisis with a safe, anonymous
and legal alternative to infant
abandonment. Under the
law, a parent may hand an
unharmed newborn, up to
30 days old, to staff at a
designated safe haven and
walk away, with no questions
asked and without fear of
prosecution.

In Illinois, safe havens
are hospitals, emergency
medical care facilities, police
stations, firehouses, college
and university police stations
and Illinois State Police
district headquarters.

The relinquishing parent
is offered information about
their rights, the Illinois
Adoption Registry and
postpartum health resources.

However, a parent in distress
may decline or misplace
the packet during an
overwhelming and emotional
time.

To bridge the gap,
Illinois DCFS is mailing
weatherproof stickers to
every safe haven in the state
with instructions to place
them onto their building’s
safe haven sign. The
stickers feature a universal
QR code that provides
quick, discreet access to
information and confidential
support for expectant or new
parents in crisis through
the Save Abandoned Babies
Foundation’s website
(saveabandonedbabies.org).

DCEFS reports that since

its enactment in 2001, 151
infants have been safely
relinquished under the Baby
Safe Haven Law and are now
living in loving adoptive
families.

To view, print and share
brochures, posters and other
materials visit dcfs.illinois.
gov and click “Baby Safe
Haven Law Information”
under the Protecting Kids
heading.

For more information
about the Baby Safe Haven
Law or to learn how to take a
more active role in preventing
infant abandonment, contact
the Save Abandoned Babies
Foundation by email at info@
saveabandonedbabies.org or
call 312-440-0229.
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POLE BARN METAL » 618-9383-8600

e Full Line of Building Materials e

“29 Gauge”

o 40 Year Warranty - 20 Colors
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Region experiences another heat wave

The forecast was calling for
high temperatures only in the
80s on Tuesday and Wednesday
of this week in region. The
somewhat milder conditions
followed another prolonged
heat wave which the region
experienced during the last full
week of summer. Fall started
Tuesday, Sept. 22.

The National Weather
Service office in Paducah
advised that dangerous fall
heat and humidity impacted
the Southern Illinois, Southeast
Missouri and Western Kentucky
region last week. The Weather
Service said the region faced a
“rare level of heat for this late

in the season” starting Tuesday,
Sept. 15, and continuing through
Sunday, Sept. 20. Record to near
record hot temperatures and
high humidity were expected.
Temperatures during the heat
wave were 15 to 20 degrees
above normal.

The late season heat wave
impacted the region through all
of last week. High temperatures
in the mid to upper 90s were
possible each day through
Sunday. A few locations could
have hit 100 degrees. Daily
peak heat index readings of
100 to 110 degrees were in the
forecast. Last week may have
been the latest in the season

when 105-degree heat index
values were recorded.

At 12:52 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 17, the heat index at the
Southern Illinois Airport near
Murphysboro was 102 degrees.
The air temperature at the time
was 97. Humidity was at 39
percent.

As a result of the high
temperatures and humidity, the
Weather Service office issued
another heat advisory for the
region. The advisory initially
was for Tuesday, Sept. 15, and
Wednesday, Sept. 16, but was
extended through the remainder
of the week and then until 7
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20.

Notice of Public Hearing
Hazardous Waste Permit Renewal

Available Documents
https://epa.illinois.gov/public-
notices/bol-permit-public
-notice.html

Permittee

Dyno Nobel, Inc.

6640 South Millrock Drive
Suite 150

Salt Lake City, Utah 84121

Comment Period Begin Date
September 24, 2026

Comment Period End Date
December 10, 2026

Hearing Date and Time

For More Information
November 10, 2026 at 5:00 PM '

Sarah Brubaker

(217) 786-0790

TDD phone number

(866) 273-5488
sarah.brubaker@illinois.gov

Facility Information
Dyno Nobel, Inc.

PO Box 134

5570 State Route 3 North
Wolf Lake, lllinois 62998

Hearing Location
Shawnee Junior-Senior
High School

3365 IL-3

Wolf Lake, IL 62998

The lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (lllinois EPA) gives notice of its intent to approve
a renewed Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Hazardous Waste Management
Permit (draft permit) for Dyno Nobel, Inc., an explosive products manufacturing plant located at
5570 State Route 3 North in Wolf Lake. The permit would require Dyno Nobel, Inc. to complete
closure of two former miscellaneous open-burning units, continue corrective action at three solid
waste management units (SWMUSs) to address past releases, and continue post-closure care,
including groundwater monitoring, for two former non-hazardous surface impoundments that
were closed as landfills.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AND PUBLIC HEARING

On July 9, 2026, the lllinois EPA issued a public notice with a 45-day written public comment
period that ended August 24, 2026.

As requested during the initial public comment period, the lllinois EPA is holding an additional
public comment period and public hearing to offer an opportunity to the public to provide written
and/or oral comments on this proposed action prior to making a final decision. After consider-
ation of any comments received, the lllinois EPA will make a final decision on this proposed
action. Please visit the lllinois EPA website to learn more about how to submit an effective com-
ment: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/community-relations/public-notices/public-comment.html.

All public comments received during the public comment period will become part of the Adminis-
trative Record (AR) and will be evaluated by the lllinois EPA in making the final decision on the
draft permit. The lllinois Pollution Control Board rules that govern the issuance of the permit are
found at 35 Ill. Adm. Code 705. The lllinois EPA will respond to public comments and indicate
whether additional documents have been included in the AR. Commenters will be notified of the
final permit decision and the permit decision appeal process.

Written Public Comment Period

The lllinois EPA invites written public comments on the draft permit during the comment period.
All written public comments must be received no later than 11:59 PM on Thursday, December
10, 2026. Please reference “Dyno Nobel” in all written correspondence. Please submit written
comments by email to EPA.PublicHearingCom@]llinois.gov or by mail to:

lllinois Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Community Relations, MC #5
Attn: Jeff Guy, Hearing Officer

2520 West lles Avenue PO Box 19276
Springfield, IL 62794-9276

Public Hearing

In addition to accepting written public comments, the lllinois EPA Office of Community Relations,
in coordination with the Bureau of Land, will host a public hearing beginning at 5:00 PM on
Thursday, November 10, 2026 at the Shawnee Junior-Senior High School, 3365 IL-3, in Wolf
Lake. The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comments regarding the lllinois EPA draft
permit.

If you wish to provide oral comments at the public hearing, please register
in advance using the online form at https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/3m678
ABKCZ or scan the QR code. If you are unable to use the online form, you
may register by contacting the Hearing Officer by email at EPA.Public
HearingCom@lllinois.gov or by phone at (217) 785-8724. Individuals may
also register in person at the hearing.

Requests for Special Accommodations

Requests for special accommodations must be submitted by 5:00 PM on Wednesday, October
21, 2026. Requests must be made by email to EPA.PublicHearingCom@illinois.gov, by phone at
(217) 785-8724, or via TDD at (866) 273-5488.

DOCUMENT REPOSITORY
The interested public is invited to review copies of the permit application, draft permit, and facili-
ty fact sheet at the Stinson Memorial Library, 409 S. Main Street, Anna, lllinois 62906.

The AR, including the permit application, draft permit, related information, and all data submit-
ted by the applicant, is available for public inspection at the lllinois EPA office at 2520 West lles
Avenue in Springfield. To view the documents, please make an appointment by calling (217)
786-0790, by emailing sarah.brubaker@illinois.gov, or using TDD at (866) 273-5488. Copies of
the draft permit and fact sheet are also available at https://epa.illinois.gov/public-notices/bol-per-
mit-public-notice.html. For further RCRA information, please visit https://www.epa.gov/rcra.

To request a translation of this letter, please email epa.contactus@illinois.gov
A sl a5 Jl ) o Al Ml 03 A il
) epa.contactus@illinois.gov
U UA & 3AG BT SPRIY B & g, FUAT
epa.contactus@illinois. govéﬁ?faﬁ
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epa.contactus@illinois.gov
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Para solicitar traduccion de esta carta, por favor mande un correo electrénico

a epa.contactus @illinois.gov

SERVICE DIRECTORY
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First State Bank
of Olmsted

Xnoén

104 W. Main St. | Vienna (Behind Ned's Shed)
Open: Monday - Friday | 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

HERE TO HELP WITH YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS

firststatebank-olmsted.com
Ph: (618) 658-2211 | Fx: (618) 658-2255

DI

Vacant lot clearing
Forestry mulching
Fence line clean up

Timber harvest clean up

Right-of-way cleaning
HTTPS:/BRUSHBUSTERS.US

618-658-2029

GODDARD’S
AUTO BODY
—INC.
24 Hour Towing
BRUSH | | ™ /AmwSaks | |RoBERT ALEXANDER
ignments .
BUSTERS Broker/Auctioneer
865 Old Rt. 146 Loop
Vienna, lllinois 62995 Farms * Homes
618-658-3191 | | Estates ¢ Classic Cars
Fax: 618-658-5007 | | (800) 307-SOLD
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a N NO. 2026-PR-18 PULASKI COUNTY PULASKI COUNTY of this court at the Union County
IN PROBATE IN RE THE ESTATE OF: IN RE THE ESTATE OF: Courthouse, 309 W. Market St.,
T h e G azette = D emocC rat NOTICE OF DEATH EARL FRANCIS EAST, EARL FRANCIS EAST, Jonesboro, Hlinois, or with the
INDEPENDENT Deceased. Deceased. Independent Executor, or both,
C I 'f' S H ADMINISTRATION, 2026-PR-11 CASE NO.: 2026-PR-11 on or before March 10, 2027, or
assi IEd ection AND CLAIM DATE NOTICE TO HEIRS NOTICE TO HEIRS if mailing or delivery of a notice
NOTICE IS GIVEN to creditors — APPOINTMENT AND LEGATEES - from the Executor is required by
of the death of Bonnie Hileman, OF INDEPENDENT WILL ADMITTED Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act
Anna Office of Anna, Illinois. Letters of Of- EXECUTOR OF AN ESTATE TO: Tristen Richards and Ash-  of the State of Illinois, the date
fice were issued on September TO: Tristen Richards and Ash-  ton Richards stated in that notice. Any claim
618-833-2158 8, 2026, to Russell Hileman, of  ton Richards not filed on or before that date

classifieds@annanews.com
AD DEADLINE IS 3 P.M. MONDAY

CLASSIFIED RATES

Classifieds .............
$8.00 minimum for each paid ad per week

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES
\Per INCH e $14.00 )

........ 35¢ per word

HoGUE's ANIMAL CARE
* Open 7 Days A Week
*8:00A.M.-6:00 PM.

* Boarding
Call (618) 833-7134

HELP
WANTED

Shawnee Community College
is looking for full and part-time
Custodian for their Ullin Campus
and The Massac County Exten-
sion Center. For more informa-
tion, please Call 618-634-3200
Ext. 3436

SERVICES

Land Clearing, Mulching and
Excavation Work Brush Busters
618-658-2029.

LEGAL
NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
ALEXANDER
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
THOMAS EUGENE
PORTER,

Deceased
2026-PR-4
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death
of Thomas Eugene Porter, De-
ceased, of Herrin, Williamson
County, Illinois. Letters of Office
were issued on the 9th day of
September, 2026, to Beverly Jean

Bible, whose attorney is Kibler
Law Office, Attorney at Law, 208
North Market, Marion, Illinois.
62959.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original order of
admission, any heir or legatee
may file a petition with the Court
to require proof of the Will by
testimony of the witnesses to
the Will in open Court or other
evidence, as provided in Section
6-21 of the Probate Act (755
ILCS 5/6-21). You also have the
right under Section 8-1 of the
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to
contest the admission of the Will
by filing a petition with the Court
within six months after admission
of the Will to probate.

Claims against the estate may be
filed in the Office of the Clerk of
the Court at the Alexander Coun-
ty Courthouse, Cairo, Illinois, or
with the representative, or both,
on or before March 24, 2027,
and any claim not filed within
that period is barred. Copies of
a claim filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attorney
within

ten days after it has been filed.

Carey L. Simmons

Circuit Clerk of Alexander
County

Keith W. Kibler

Attorney at Law

PO Box 1224

Marion, IL 62959

ARDC#6180298

618/993-2196

office@kibler-law.com

8221-969447

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 1ST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY -

JONESBORO, ILLINOIS
ROCKET MORTGAGE,
LLC F/K/A QUICKEN
LOANS, LLC,
PLAINTIFF
VvS.

LARRY MALONE;
DEFENDANT
NO. 2026FC3
Address: 545 State Route 127
N. Jonesboro, Illinois 62952
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on
July 13,2026, I, Sheriff of Union
County, Illinois, will on October
28,2026 at the hour of 9:00 AM
at the Union County Courthouse,
309 W. Market Street, Courthouse
Lobby, Jonesboro, IL 62952, or in
a place otherwise designated at
the time of sale, County of Union,
State of Illinois, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder for cash,
as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

PART OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE
NORTHEAST QUARTER OF
SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP 12
SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST OF
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL ME-
RIDIAN, UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS, DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT
THE INTERSECTION OF THE
SOUTH LINE OF THE SAID
QUARTER QUARTER WITH
THE WESTERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF ILLINOIS
ROUTE 127, THENCE NORTH

23DEGREES-44’-47” WEST
ALONG THE SAID RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE A DISTANCE
OF 210.00 FEET; THENCE
NORTH 89DEGREES-44"-03”
WEST A DISTANCE OF 315.00
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 24DE-
GREES-01’-19” EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 210.45 FEET TO
THE SOUTH LINE OF THE
SAID QUARTER-QUARTER;
THENCE SOUTH 89DE-
GREES-44’-03” EAST ALONG
THE SAID SOUTH LINE A
DISTANCE OF 313 .89 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING;
THE TRACT CONTAINING
1.385 ACRES,MORE OR LESS,
PER PLAT OF SURVEY FILED
ON MAY 17,1988,INRECORD
BOOK 50 AT PAGE 165 IN THE
RECORDER’S OFFICE OF
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

FORMERLY MISDESCRIBED
AS:

A PARCEL OF LAND LYING
INTHE SOUTHEAST CORNER
OF THE SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF THE

NORTHEAST QUARTER
OF SECTION 15, TOWNSHIP
12 SOUTH, RANGE 2 WEST
OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN, MORE PARTIC-
ULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT
THE SOUTHEAST CORNER
OF SAID QUARTER QUAR-
TER SECTION AT THE IN-
TERSECTION OF THE WEST
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF
STATE ROUTE NO. 127;
THENCE NORTHERLY WITH
THE WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY
LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF
210 FEET; THENCE WESTIN A
STRAIGHT LINE 315 FEET TO
APOINT; THENCE SOUTH IN
A STRAIGHT LINE 210 FEET
TO THE SOUTH LINE OF
SAID QUARTER QUARTER
SECTION; THENCE EAST ON
THE SAID SOUTH LINE TO
THE WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY
LINE OF SAID ROUTE NO.
127, WHICH IS THE POINT OF
BEGINNING.

SITUATED IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION IN THE STATE OF
ILLINOIS.

COMMON ADDRESS: 545
State Route 127 N., Jonesboro,
Tllinois 62952

PIN.: 08-15-05-866

The real estate is improved with
a single family residence.

THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT
WAS: $57,259.44

Sale terms: 25% down by cer-
tified funds; the balance, by
certified funds, is due within
twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to real
estate taxes, special assessments
or special taxes levied against
said real estate and is offered for
sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title
and without recourse to Plaintiff
and in “as is” condition. The sale
is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the
amount bid, the purchaser shall
receive a Certificate of Sale,
which will entitle the purchaser
to a Deed to the real estate after
Confirmation of the sale. The
property will NOT be open for
inspection and Plaintiff makes
no representations as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished to
check the Court file to verify all
information.

Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1512, the amounts of any surplus
bid will be held by the sheriff
until a party obtains a Court Order
for its distribution, or for 60 days
following the date of the entry
of the order confirming sale, at
which time, in the absence of an
order directing payment of the
surplus, it may be automatically
forfeited to the State without
further notice.

If this property is a condomini-
um unit, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale, other
than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments and the legal fees
required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
REMAIN IN POSSESSION
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER EN-
TRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF
THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the
court file or contact Plaintiff’s
attorney: Johnson, Blumberg &
Associates, LLC, 30 N. LaSalle
St., Suite 3650, Chicago, IL
60602, telephone 312-541-9710.
Please refer to file number IL
26 1922.

Sheriff of Union County, Illinois

Johnson, Blumberg & Associ-
ates, LLC

30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 3650

Chicago, Illinois 60602

Email: ilpleadings@johnson-
blumberg.com

Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 312-
541-9711

JIB&A #1126 1922

13294233

8221-969411

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
BONNIE HILEMAN,
DECEASED.

1250 Kimmel Cemetery Lane,
Anna, IL 62906, whose attorney
is Elle J. Mobley, 205B N. Main
St., Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original Order of
admission, you may file a petition
with the Court to require proof
of the Will by testimony of the
witnesses in open Court or other
evidence, as provided by Section
5/6-21 of the Probate Act (755
ILCS 5/6-21.)

You also have the right, under
Section 5/8-1 of the Probate Act
(755 ILCS 5/8-1), to contest the
validity of the Will by filing a
petition with the Court within six
(6) months after admission of the
Will to probate.

The estate will be administered
without Court supervision un-
less, under Section 5/28-4 of the
Probate Act (I1l. Compiled Stat.
1992, Ch. 755, Par. 5/28-4), any
interested person terminates In-
dependent Administration at any
time by mailing or delivering a
petition to terminate to the Clerk
of this Court.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk
of this court at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St.,
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with the
Independent Executor, or both,
on or before March 17,2027, or
if mailing or delivery of a notice
from the Executor is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act
of the State of Illinois, the date
stated in that notice. Any claim
not filed on or before that date
is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed
or delivered by the claimant to
the Executor and to the attorneys
within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

Dated: September 8, 2026.

RUSSELL HILEMAN

CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC

ELLEJ. MOBLEY

ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-
DENT EXECUTOR

205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906

PHONE: 618-833-2220

ARDC# 6345426

8221-969310

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
MARTHA ANN
DAVIS WEBB,
DECEASED.

NO. 2026-PR-19
IN PROBATE
NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to credi-
tors of the death of Martha Ann
Davis Webb, of Anna, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued on
September 10, 2026, to Bessie
Mae Ellis, 1525 Old Hwy 51 N.,
Anna, IL 62906 as Independent
Executor, whose attorney is Elvis
C. Cameron, 205B N. Main St.,
Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original Order of
admission, you may file a petition
with the Court to require proof
of the Will by testimony of the
witnesses in open Court or other
evidence, as provided by Section
5/6-21 of the Probate Act (755
ILCS 5/6-21.)

You also have the right, under
Section 5/8-1 of the Probate Act
(755 ILCS 5/8-1), to contest the
validity of the Will by filing a
petition with the Court within six
(6) months after admission of the
Will to probate.

The estate will be administered
without Court supervision un-
less, under Section 5/28-4 of the
Probate Act (I1l. Compiled Stat.
1992, Ch. 755, Par. 5/28-4), any
interested person terminates In-
dependent Administration at any
time by mailing or delivering a
petition to terminate to the Clerk
of this Court.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk
of this court at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St.,
Jonesboro, Illinois, or with the
Independent Executor, or both,
on or before March 17, 2027, or
if mailing or delivery of a notice
from the Executor is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act
of the State of Illinois, the date
stated in that notice. Any claim
not filed on or before that date
is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed
or delivered by the claimant to
the Executor and to the attorneys
within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

Dated: September 10, 2026.

BESSIE MAE ELLIS

CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON

ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-
DENT EXECUTOR

205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906

PHONE: 618-833-2220

ARDC# 6244394

8221-969319

ASSUMED NAME

PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given
that on August 31,2026, a certifi-
cate was filed in the Office of the
County Clerk of Pulaski County,
Illinois, setting forth the names
and post-office addresses of all of
the persons owning, conducting
and transacting the. business
known as Mythlode Assets

located at 11879 State Highway
37, Olmsted, IL 62970

which certificate sets for the
Owners as follows:

Daniel Ray Rivera

11879 State Highway 37,

Olmsted, IL 62970

Dated August 31,2026

Julie Hancock

County Clerk

8221-969208

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

You are hereby notified that
you were named in a Petition for
Probate of Will for Appointment
of Independent Executor and for
Letters of Office to Issue filed in
the above-entitled case, as an heir
at law of Earl Francis East, who
died testate on July 15, 2026, at
Karnak, Pulaski County, Illinois.
On September 1, 2026, an Order
was issued by the Circuit Court of
the First Judicial Circuit, Pulaski
County, Illinois appointing Judy
Runkle of Metropolis, Massac
County, Illinois as Independent
Executor of the Estate. Judy Run-
kle’s attorney is Rick W. Abell, of
the Kruger & Abell Law Firm,
110 West 5th Street, Metropolis,
Illinois 62960.

The Estate will be adminis-
tered under the provisions of
the Probate Act for Independent
Administration of Estates (755
ILCS 5/28-4) unless an interested
person shall file a Petition To
Terminate Independent Admin-
istration with the Clerk of the
Court. A copy of the Petition to
Probate Will, for Appointment
of Independent Executor and For
Letters Of Office To Issue, the
Order Appointing Independent
Administration And For Letters
Of Office To Issue, and a Peti-
tion To Terminate Independent
Administration, may be obtained
from Petitioner’s Attorneys,
Kruger & Abell Law Firm, 110
West Sth Street, Metropolis,
Illinois 62960.

In addition to the right to ter-
minate independent adminis-
tration, any interested person
may petition the court to hold a
hearing and resolve any particu-
lar question that may arise during
independent administration,
even though supervised admin-
istration has not been requested
(Probate Act Section 28-5, (755
ILCS 5/28-5). The independent
representative must mail a copy
of the estate inventory and final
account to each interested person
and must send notice to or obtain
the approval of each interested
person before the estate can be
closed. (Probate Act Section 28-6
and 28-11 (755 ILCS 5/28-6 and
28-11)). Any interested person
has the right to question or object
to any item included in or omitted
from an inventory or account or
to insist on a full court accounting
of all receipts and disbursements
with prior notice, as required
in supervised administration
(Probate Act Section 28-11, (755
ILCS 5/28-11).

“E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with
limited exceptions. To e-file,
you must create an account with
an e-filing service provider. Visit
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn
more about and to select a service
provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQgethelp.asp, or talk to your
local circuit clerk’s office

Judy Runkle, Independent Ex-
ecutor

BY: Rick W. Abell, Kruger &
Abell Law Firm,

Attorneys for Independent Ex-
ecutor

Kruger & Abell Law Firm

110 West 5th Street

P.O. Box 568

Metropolis, IL 62960

Telephone: (618) 524-9302

Facsimile: (618) 524-9305

Email: rabell@richardkruger-
law.com

8221-969066

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
PULASKI COUNTY
IN RE THE ESTATE OF:
EARL FRANCIS EAST,
Deceased.

CASE NO.: 2026-PR-11
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of
Earl Francis East, whose place of
residence at the time of his death
was Pulaski County, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued on
August 12, 2026, to Judy Run-
kle, whose address is 46 Adkins
Road, Metropolis, Illinois 62960
as Independent Executor, whose
attorney is Rick W. Abell of Kru-
ger & Abell Law Firm, 110 W.
5th Street, Metropolis, Illinois.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk
of the Court at the Pulaski County
Courthouse, Mound City, Illinois
or with the representative, or
both, within six months from the
date of the first publication of
this Notice or within 3 months of
mailing or delivery, whichever is
later, of this notice to any known
creditor of decedent and any
claim not filed within that period
is barred.

Copies of a Claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered
to the representative and to the
attorney within ten days after it
has been filed.

“E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with
limited exceptions. To e-file,
you must create an account with
an e-filing service provider. Visit
https://efile illinoiscourts.gov/
EFSPs-Page/ to learn more about
and to select a service provider. If
you need additional help or have
trouble e-filing, visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq-page/ or
talk to your local circuit Clerk’s
office.

Judy Runkle, Independent Ex-
ecutor of

the Estate of Earl Francis East,
Deceased.

Rick W. Abell, her attorney

Rick W. Abell

Kruger & Abell Law Firm

110 W. 5th Street

P.O. Box 568

Metropolis, IL 62960

PH: 618-524-9302

FX: 618-524-9305

rabell @richardkrugerlaw.com

8221-969064

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

You are hereby notified that
you were named as an heir in a
Petition for Probate of Will for
Appointment of Independent
Executor and for Letters of Office
to Issue filed in the above-enti-
tled estate on August 12, 2026.
An Order was entered Granting
Independent Administration on
September 1,2026, by the Circuit
Court of the First Judicial Circuit,
Pulaski County, Illinois. That
Order appointed Judy Runkle of
Metropolis, Illinois as Indepen-
dent Executor of the estate. Judy
Runkle’s attorney is Rick Abell
of the Kruger & Abell Law Firm,
110 W. 5th Street, Metropolis,
Illinois 62960. Copies of the
Petition for Probate of Will for
Appointment of Independent
Executor and for Letters of Office
to Issue and the Order Granting
Independent Administration may
be obtained from the Kruger &
Abell Law Firm.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original order of
admission, any heir or legatee
may file a petition with the court
to require proof of the Will by
testimony of the witnesses to
the Will in open court or other
evidence, as provided in Section
6-21 of the Probate Act (755
ILCS 5/6-21).

You also have the right under
Section 8-1 of the Probate Act
(755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the
validity of the Will by filing a
Petition with the Court within
6 months after admission of the
Will to probate.

“E-filing is now mandatory for
documents in civil cases with
limited exceptions. To e-file,
you must create an account with
an e-filing service provider. Visit
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn
more about and to select a service
provider. If you need additional
help or have trouble e-filing, visit
http://www.illinoiscourt.gov/
GAWgethelp.asp, or talk to your
local circuit clerk’s office.

Judy Runkle,

Independent Executor of the

Estate of Earl Francis East,
Deceased

Rick W. Abell, her attorney

Rick W. Abell

Kruger & Abell Law Firm

110 W. 5th Street

P.O. Box 568

Metropolis, IL 62960

TP: (618) 524-9302

FX: (618) 524-9305

rabell @richardkrugerlaw.com

8221-969065

THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
JOHNSON COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
CYNTHIA GALE CLOVER,
Deceased.

No. 2026-PR-15
CLAIM NOTICE

NOTICE is given of the death
of CYNTHIA GALE CLOVER,
a resident of Vienna, Johnson
County, Illinois. Letters of Ad-
ministration were issued on
August 21,2026, to Independent
Executor, DONNA E. GIRT-
MAN, 3809 Franklin Road,
Metropolis Illinois 62960, whose
attorney is Maria Hafford, 3401
Professional Park Drive, Marion,
Tllinois 62959.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the office of the Clerk
of the Johnson County

Court at Vienna, Illinois, or with
the representative, or both, on
or before March 10, 2027, and
any claim not filed on or before
that date is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered to the
representative and to the attor-
ney within 10 days after it has
been filed.

Ryan M. O’Neal

Clerk of the Circuit Court

MARIA B. HAFFORD

Attorney at Law

3401 Professional Park Drive

Marion, IL 62959

Telephone: (618) 997-8989

Facsimile: (844) 997-8989

Email: maria@haffordlaw.com

8221-969017

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
FRANCIS XAVIER
SCHERER,
DECEASED.

NO. 2026-PR-16
IN PROBATE
NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to creditors
of the death of Francis Xavier
Scherer, of Anna, Illinois. Letters
of Office were issued on August
27,2026, to Jeffrey Owen Scher-
er, P.O. Box 502, Jonesboro, IL
62952, as Independent Executor,
whose attorney is Elvis C. Cam-
eron, 205B N. Main St., Anna,
Illinois.

Within 42 days after the effec-
tive date of the original Order of
admission, you may file a petition
with the Court to require proof
of the Will by testimony of the
witnesses in open Court or other
evidence, as provided by Section
5/6-21 of the Probate Act (755
ILCS 5/6-21.)

You also have the right, under
Section 5/8-1 of the Probate Act
(755 ILCS 5/8-1), to contest the
validity of the Will by filing a
petition with the Court within six
(6) months after admission of the
Will to probate.

The estate will be administered
without Court supervision un-
less, under Section 5/28-4 of the
Probate Act (I1l. Compiled Stat.
1992, Ch. 755, Par. 5/28-4), any
interested person terminates In-
dependent Administration at any
time by mailing or delivering a
petition to terminate to the Clerk
of this Court.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk

is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed
or delivered by the claimant to
the Executor and to the attorneys
within ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

Dated: August 28,2026.

JEFFREY OWEN SCHERER,

Executor

CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON

ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-
DENT EXECUTOR

205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906

PHONE: 618-833-2220

ARDCH# 6244394

8221-968956

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
STEVEN FOSTER,
DECEASED.

NO. 2026-PR-17
IN PROBATE
NOTICE OF DEATH,
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE

NOTICE IS GIVEN to creditors
of the death of Steven Foster,
of the Vicinity of Dongola, IL
62939. Letters of Office were
issued on August 27, 2026, to
Sammantha Thorson 5206 St. Rt.
77, Benton, MO 63736, as Inde-
pendent Administrator, whose
attorney is Elvis C. Cameron,
205B N.Main St., Anna, Illinois.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the Office of the Clerk
of this Court at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Market St.,
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952, or with
the Independent Administrator,
or both, on or before March 10,
2027, or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the Independent
Administrator is required by
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act
of the State of Illinois, the date
stated in that notice. Any claim
not filed on or before that date
is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to the
Administrator and to the attor-
neys within ten (10) days after it
has been filed.

Dated: August 28,2026

SAMMANTHA THORSON

INDEPENDENT ADMINIS-
TRATOR

CAMERON LAW FIRM, LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON

ATTORNEY NO. 6244394

ATTORNEY FOR INDEPEN-
DENT ADMINISTRATOR

205B N. MAIN ST.

ANNA, ILLINOIS 62906

PHONE: 618-833-2220

8221-968955

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
PULASKI COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of
GAIL PARKER,
Deceased
No. 2026-PR-4
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death
of Gail Parker of Villa Ridge,
Illinois. Letters of Office were
issued on July 22, 2026, to Re-
becca Parker Robertson, whose
attorney is John R. Schneider
of Johnson, Schneider & Fer-
rell, L.L.C., 212 North Main
Street, Cape Girardeau, Missouri,
63701.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the office of the Clerk
of the Circuit Court at the Pulaski
County Courthouse, 500 Illinois
Avenue, Mound City, Illinois,
62963, or with the representative,
or both, by March 10, 2027, or
three (3) months from the date
of mailing or delivery of a per-
sonal claim notice, whichever
date is later, and any claim not
filed within that period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or delivered
to the representative and to the
attorney within ten (10) days after
it has been filed.

PULASKICOUNTY CIRCUIT
CLERK

8221-969165

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
JOHNSON COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
SOUTHERNTRUST
BANK, an Illinois
Banking Institution,
Plaintiff,
vs.

OPAL M. TESCHKY
a/k/a OPAL TESCHKY,
MICHAEL J. JACKSON
a/k/a MICHAEL JAMES
JACKSON, MARION
GOLF, LLC, an Illinois
Limited Liability Company,
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS,
UNKNOWN OWNERS
and NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants
Case No. 2026FC10
NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE BY
PUBLICATION

The requisite Affidavit for
Publication having been filed,
notice is hereby given you, ALL
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS,
ALL NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS and ALL UNKNOWN
OWNERS, defendants in the
above-entitled cause, that the
above-entitled mortgage foreclo-
sure action was filed on July 30,
2026, and is now pending.

1. The names of all Plaintiffs
and the Case Number are iden-
tified above.

2. The Court in which said
action was brought is identified
above.

3.The name of the titleholder of
record is Opal Teschky.

4. Alegal description of the real
estate sufficient to identify it with
reasonable certainty is as follows:

The North 38 acres of the
Northeast Quarter of the North-
west Quarter of Section 33,

Township 11 South, Range 4
East, ALSO the South One-half
of the Southeast Quarter of the
Southwest Quarter of Section
28, Township 11, South Range
4 East;

EXCEPT

Commencing at the intersection
of the North section line of Sec-
tion 33 and the West right-of-way
line of TR 164, thence Southerly
along West right-of-way line
of TR 164, a distance of 119.0
feet; thence Westerly a distance
of 153.0 feet; thence Northerly
to the North section line for a
distance of 124.0 feet; thence
Easterly along North section line
back to the point of beginning
for a distance of 158.0 feet. All
located in the Northeast Quarter
of the Northwest Quarter of
Section 33, Township 11 South,
Range 4 East;

ALSO EXCEPT

Commencing at the intersec-
tion of the South section line of
Section 28 and the West right-of-
way of TR 164, thence Northerly
along the West right-of-way line
of TR 164 for a distance of 35
feet; thence Westerly a distance
of 160.0 feet; thence Southerly
to the South section line for a
distance of 36.0 feet; thence
Easterly along the South section
line a distance of 158.0 feet,
all located in the South Half
of the Southeast Quarter of the
Southwest Quarter of Section
28, Township 11 South, Range
4 East. ALL SITUATED IN
THE COUNTY OF JOHNSON,
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Permanent Index Number: 03-
28-311-000 and 03-33-103-000;

5. A common address or de-
scription of the location of the
real estate is as follows: 4285
Gum Springs Road, Tunnel Hill,
IL 62972.

6. An identification of the
Mortgage to be foreclosed is as
follows:

a. Names of Mortgagors: Opal
Teschky and Michael James
Jackson.

b. Name of Mortgagee: South-
ernTrust Bank.

c. Date of Mortgage: December
27,2022.

d. Date of Recording: January
9,2023.

e. County Where Recorded:
Johnson County, Illinois.

f. Recording Document Identi-
fication: Book 1047 at Page 61.

NOW, THEREFORE, unless
you, ALL UNKNOWN OCCU-
PANTS, ALL NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS and ALL UN-
KNOWN OWNERS, defendants,
file your answer to the complaint
for foreclosure in this cause or
otherwise make your appearance
therein, in the Circuit Court of
the First Judicial Circuit, John-
son County, Illinois, held in the
Johnson County Courthouse,
in the City of Vienna, Illinois,
on or before October 9, 2026,
default may be entered against
you and each of you at any time
after that day and a judgment for
foreclosure entered in accordance
with the prayer of the complaint
for foreclosure.

/s/ Ryan M. O’Neal

Circuit Clerk

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR
DEBT COLLECTION PRAC-
TICES ACT IT IS REQUIRED
THAT WE STATE THE FOL-
LOWING TO YOU: THIS NO-
TICE IS AN ATTEMPT TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE.

LAWLER BROWN LAW
FIRM

Adam B. Lawler #6283341

David W. Lawler #6303793

Nick Brown #6302494

Zachary S. Walston #6331559

Evan W. Taylor #6305093

Jarrod Wiggs #6350317

1600 W. Main St/P.O. Box 1148

Marion, Illinois 62959

Telephone: (618) 993-2222

Facsimile: (618) 731-4141

Service Email: service@Iblf.
com

8221-969061

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIRST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
JOHNSON COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF:
STEVEN BRIAN TAYLOR,
DECEASED.

CASE NO. 2026PR13
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Notice is given of the death
of Steven Brian Taylor, of Bun-
combe, Johnson, Illinois, on June
16, 2026. Letters Testamentary
were issued on August 19, 2026
to Beth Caraker, whose attorney
is Jarrod Wiggs of Lawler Brown
Law Firm, 1600 W. Main Street,
Marion, Illinois 62959.

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the office of the Clerk
of the Court at the Johnson Coun-
ty Courthouse, 105 North 6th
Street, P.O. Box 517, Vienna, IL
62995 or with the representative,
or both, on or before March 14,
2027, or three months from the
date of mailing or delivering no-
tice pursuant to 755 ILCS 5/18-
3(a), whichever is later, and any
claim not filed within that period
is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative
and to the attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed.

BETH CARAKER,

INDEPENDENT EXECU-
TRIX

BY: JARROD WIGGS

LAWLER BROWN LAW
FIRM

ADAM B.LAWLER #6283341

DAVID W.LAWLER #6303793

NICK BROWN #6302494

ZACHARY S. WALSTON
#6331559

EVAN W. TAYLOR #6305093

JARROD WIGGS #6350317

1600 W. MAIN ST

P.O.BOX 1148

MARION, ILLINOIS 62959

TELEPHONE: (618) 993-2222

FACSIMILE: (618) 731-4141

SERVICE EMAIL: SER-
VICE@QLBLF.COM

8221-969006

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 1ST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF Alexander

- Cairo, ILLINOIS

LLACG Community
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Investment Fund UNION COUNTY - For information: Examine the
Plaintiff JONESBORO, ILLINOIS court file or contact Plaintiff’s
vs. ROCKET MORTGAGE, attorney: Johnson, Blumberg &
Diane Douglas Special LLC F/K/A QUICKEN Associates, LLC, 30 N. LaSalle
Representative for the LOANS,LLC, St., Suite 3650, Chicago, IL
Estate of Thelma C. PLAINTIFF 60602, telephone 312-541-9710.
Beasley (Deceased); Joyce VvS. Please refer to file number IL
Schnaare; Sherry Miller; LARRY MALONE; 26 1922.
Estate of Les Beasley; Gary DEFENDANT Sheriff of Union County, Il-
Beasley; Tom Beasley; David NO. 2026FC3 linois
Beasley; Unknown Heirs Address: 545 State Route 127 Johnson, Blumberg & Associ-
and Legatees of Thelma C. N. Jonesboro, Illinois 62952 ates, LLC
Beasley; Unknown Owners NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 3650
and Non Record Claimants SALE OF REAL ESTATE Chicago, Illinois 60602

Defendant PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE- Email: ilpleadings@johnson-
24 FC2 BY GIVEN that pursuant to a  blumberg.com
CALENDAR Judgment of Foreclosure and Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 312-
NOTICE OF Sale entered in the above cause ~ 541-9711
SHERIFF’S SALE on July 13, 2026, I, Sheriff of JB&A #1126 1922
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby  Union County, Illinois, will on 13294233

given that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure entered
in the above entitled cause the

October 28, 2026 at the hour of
9:00 AM at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Market

8221-969411

Sheriff of Alexander County  Street, Courthouse Lobby,Jones- IN THE CIRCUIT
will on October 14, 2026, at the ~ boro, IL 62952, or in a place COURT OF THE 1ST
hour 10:00 a.m., Lobby of the  otherwise designated at the time JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Alexander County Courthouse, of sale, County of Union, State COUNTY OF Alexander
2000 Washington Avenue, Cairo,  of Illinois, sell at public auction - Cairo, ILLINOIS
Illinois 62194, sell to the highest  to the highest bidder for cash, as LLACG Community
bidder for cash, the following  set forth below, the following Investment Fund
described mortgaged real estate:  described real estate: Plaintiff

BEGINNING ONE HUN-

COMMON ADDRESS: 545

VS.

DRED (100) FEETESTOFTHE  State Route 127 N., Jonesboro, Diane Douglas Special
NORTHWEST CORNER OF Illinois 62952 Representative for the
THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER PIN.: 08-15-05-866 Estate of Thelma C.
OF THE SOUTHEAST QUAR- The real estate is improved with Beasley (Deceased); Joyce

TER OF SECTION 7, TOWN-
SHIP 14 SOUTH, RANGE 1
WEST OF THE THIRD PRIN-
CIPAL MERIDIAN,AND RUN-
NING EAST 976 FEET TO A
CORNER, THENCE SOUTH
267 4/5 FEET TO A CORNER,

a single family residence.

THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT
WAS: $57,259 .44

Sale terms: 25% down by cer-
tified funds; the balance, by
certified funds, is due within
twenty-four (24) hours. The

Schnaare; Sherry Miller;
Estate of Les Beasley; Gary
Beasley; Tom Beasley; David
Beasley; Unknown Heirs
and Legatees of Thelma C.
Beasley; Unknown Owners
and Non Record Claimants

THENCE WEST 976 FEET TO  subject property is subject to real Defendant
A CORNER, THENCE NORTH estate taxes, special assessments 24 FC2
276 4/5 FEET TO THE PLACE  or special taxes levied against CALENDAR
OF BEGINNING AND CON-  said real estate and is offered for NOTICE OF

TAINING SIX (6) ACRES,
MORE OR LESS.

P.I.N. 04-07-400-007.

Commonly known as 32560
State Highway 127, Tamms, IL
62988.

The real estate is: single family
residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a
common interest community,
the purchaser of the unit other
than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments required by sub-
section(g-1) of Section 189.5 of
the Condominium Property Act.
Sale terms: At sale, the bidder
must have 10% down by certified
funds, balance within 24 hours,
by certified funds. No refunds.
The property is sold AS IS sub-
ject to all liens or encumbrances.
The property will NOT be open
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check
the circuit court case record,
property tax record and the title
record to verify all information
before bidding.

For information call Sales De-
partment at Plaintiff’s Attorney,
Potestivo & Associates P.C.,
223 West Jackson Boulevard,
Suite 610, Chicago, IL 60606.
(248) 853-4400 ext 1200.319503
SHERIFF

13293530

8221-968994

REAL
ESTATE

sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title
and without recourse to Plaintiff
and in “as is” condition. The sale
is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the
amount bid, the purchaser shall
receive a Certificate of Sale,
which will entitle the purchaser
to a Deed to the real estate after
Confirmation of the sale. The
property will NOT be open for
inspection and Plaintiff makes
no representations as to the
condition of the property. Pro-
spective bidders are admonished
to check the Court file to verify
all information.

Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1512, the amounts of any surplus
bid will be held by the sheriff un-
til a party obtains a Court Order
for its distribution, or for 60 days
following the date of the entry
of the order confirming sale, at
which time, in the absence of an
order directing payment of the
surplus, it may be automatically
forfeited to the State without
further notice.

If this property is a condomini-
um unit, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale, other
than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments and the legal fees
required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (2)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
REMAIN IN POSSESSION
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER EN-
TRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE

SHERIFF’S SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby
given that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure entered
in the above entitled cause the
Sheriff of Alexander County
will on October 14, 2026, at the
hour 10:00 a.m., Lobby of the
Alexander County Courthouse,
2000 Washington Avenue, Cairo,
Tllinois 62194, sell to the highest
bidder for cash, the following
described mortgaged real estate:

PIN. 04-07-400-007.

Commonly known as 32560
State Highway 127, Tamms, IL
62988.

The real estate is: single family
residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a
common interest community,
the purchaser of the unit other
than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments required by sub-
section(g-1) of Section 189.5 of
the Condominium Property Act.
Sale terms: At sale, the bidder
must have 10% down by certified
funds, balance within 24 hours,
by certified funds. No refunds.
The property is sold AS IS sub-
ject to all liens or encumbrances.
The property will NOT be open
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check
the circuit court case record,
property tax record and the title
record to verify all information
before bidding.

For information call Sales De-
partment at Plaintiff’s Attorney,
Potestivo & Associates P.C.,
223 West Jackson Boulevard,
Suite 610, Chicago, IL 60606.
(248) 853-4400 ext 1200. 319503
SHERIFF

PAST of Union County's
Heritage House
Museum, Jonesboro

One of the many reasons we are glad to be a part
of the Union County community.

The Gazette-Democrat

The Talk and Cobden Review e Serving Union County Since 1849

IN THE CIRCUIT WITH SECTION 15-1701(C)OF 13293530
COURT OF THE 1ST THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE ~ 8221-968994
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT FORECLOSURE LAW.
LEGAL NOTICE Budget and Appropriations Ordinance

NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, September 29, 2026,
at 5:45 p.m., the Meridian CUSD 101 Board of Education will
hold a public hearing on its 2026-27 budget pursuant to 105

Ordinance 27 - 01
Annual Budget And Appropriation Ordinance for the Fiscal Year (FY27) Beginning
the 1st Day Of July, 2026 and Ending the 30th Day of June 2027

Whereas, The Board of Trustees of the Dongola Public Li- Special purpose grants

ILCS 5/17-1. A copy of the tentative budget will be available for brary District, Union County, lllinois, has prepared or caused 1. 1. Per Capita Grant 3,028
public inspection on the district's website and in the Office of to be prepared a tentative form of the Annual Budget and Ap- 2. E-rate funds 3,553
the Superintendent of Schools, 1401 Mounds Road, Mounds, propriation for said Library District for the fiscal year begin- Expected cash on hand June 30, 2027 0

ning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027 and the same
has been conveniently available for public inspection for at
least thirty (30) days prior to final action thereon; and

Whereas, a public hearing was held as to such Annual Bud-
get and Appropriation Ordinance on August 11, 2026 notice
of which was given at least thirty (30) days prior thereto; and

Whereas, all other legal requirements have been duly com-
plied with by the Board of Trustees of the Dongola Public Li-
brary District;

Now, Therefore, Be It Ordained by the President and Board

of Trustees of the Dongola Public Library District, in the Coun-
ty of Union and State of lllinois, as Follows:
Section I: That the following sums, or so much thereof as by
law may be authorized, be and the same are hereby budget-
ed, set aside, and appropriated for the specified Library Pur-
poses for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026 and ending
June 30, 2027; and the objects and purposes for which said
appropriations are made and the amounts thereby appropri-
ated are as follows; to wit:

lllinois, 62964. The Board of Education will take action to ap-
prove said budget at the Regular Board Meeting to be held on
Tuesday, September 29, 2026, immediately following the Pub-
lic Hearing at 1401 Mounds Road, Mounds, lllinois, 62964 .Kris-
tin Kaufman, Secretary

Section 3: Any unexpended balances in the General Library
Fund appropriations will be deposited into the Special Re-
serve Fund pursuant to a plan in accordance with Article 40
of Chapter 75, lllinois Compiled Statutes.

Section 4: The Secretary of the Dongola Public Library Dis-
trict is hereby authorized and directed to publish this Ordi-
nance at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in
the district.

NOTICE OF VACANCY

Meridian CUSD #101 is now accepting applications for the
Maintenance Director (full-time) position. Applicants must have
the following qualifications: High School Diploma; Aptitude of
the fundamentals of electricity, carpentry, plumbing, air condi-
tioning, heating, mechanics, and refrigeration in a school set-
ting; and experience supervising employees. Certifications are
a plus. Applications can be picked up in the Meridian CUSD
#101 District Office, 1401 Mounds Road, Mounds, IL 62964.
POSITION WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL FILLED.
MERIDIAN CUSD #101 IS AN

Section 5: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect af-
ter its passage, approval and publication as provided by law.

Passed by the Board of Trustees of the Dongola Public Li-
brary District and approved by the President the eleventh day
of August, 2026.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF DONGOLA PUBLIC LIBRARY

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER DISTRICT
For Corporate Purposes [75 ILCS 16/35-5]:
1. For staffing expense Leslie Treat
U.S. POSTAL SER;_:‘VICE ST/;I’EM%NT OFgWNERSHIP, a. Staff salaries 37,041 President
oot by 36 0.8 0 3608 " b. Social security contributions 2,831 ATTEST:
Title _of F_’ublication: Gazette-Democrat C. WOI’keI”S Compensation 792
Daaation aumber: 26 d. Unemployment Compensation Insurance 256 Laura Sadler
R b hod Annually: Yheekly 2. For library materials Secretary
Annual Subscription Rate: $52.00 a. books 5,574 STATE OF ILLINOIS)
Contact Person: Susie Jordan, 618-606-1208 . .
Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: 1900 E. Golf Rd., Ste 480, Schaumburg, IL 60173 b. per|od|ca|s 202 ) SS.
Ci lete Mailing Add f the Headquart . .
of Goneral Business Offices of the Pabisher. 1900 E. Golf Rd., Ste 480, Schaumburg, IL 60173 c. audiovisual 1,109 COUNTY OF UNION )
Name and Complete Mailing Address of Publisher: Doug Ray, 1900 E. Golf Rd., Ste 480, Schaumburg, IL 60173 d f
Name and Complete Mailing Address of Editor: Geoff Ritter, 2015 W. Main St., Carbondale, IL 62903 . software 514
Owner: g:ﬁgﬁ;kbifgb,"|c|_a§g?;’31900 E. Golf Rd., Ste 480, 3 FOI’ Opel’ating expense CERTIFICATE
_ Average number of copies each issue  Number of copies of single issue a. insurance 3,164 I, Laura Sadler, do hereby certify that | am the duly appoint-
i*‘el“;a"i Nature of Girculation during ”’“e"'”gg;j months. . published "eafei_:s‘z filng date b. library supplies 3,466 ed, qualified, and now acting Secretary of the Dongola Public
Paid Circulation: . unti uditi , ibrary District in the un nion an e inois;
2id Cirviaton: _ N c. accounting and auditin 2,505 Library District in the County of Union and State of lllinois
3 Mo e eeraroaPons o o d. postage 252 that attached hereto is a true and correct copy of the Annual
3. Paid Distribution Outside the Mail 219 540 i i iati i - i
B Do D e e ¢ il ) o e. telephone and telecommunications 6,934 Budget and Appropriation Ordinance No.27-01 for the fiscal
Total Paid Distribution 860 1314 f. utilities 6,935 year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027.
Free Distribution by Mail: . . . .
1. Free or Nominal Rate Outside of County 2 3 g. repairs and maintenance 7,800 | further certify that the Annual Budget and Appropriation
2. Free or Nominal Rate In-County 4 4 . .
3. Free or Nominal Rate by Other Classes of Mail 0 0 4. For staff and board development Ordinance was duly passed by the Board of Trustees of said
Toél Froe of Nominal Rate Disrbution o ' g 0 (Travel expenses) 536 Library District at a meeting thereof held on the eleventh day
Mot Bioouted: gee 5 5. For advertising 1,999 of August, 2026; that said Ordinance was duly passed by yea
ol o _— 951, il 6. For contingencies 2,097 and nay vote thereon with at least a majority of all the Board
ercent Paid and/or Requested Circulation 99.31% 99.47% N J
oy Gertity that 50% of ll my distributed copies (electronic and print)are paid above a nominal price. 7. For dues/fees (SHARE) 4,667 of Trustees having voted yea on the adoption and passage
Don Stamper, General Manager thereof and approved in accordance with the laws of the
TOTAL 88,674 State of lllinois pursuant to the notice and publication thereof
as required by law.
For Special Reserve Fund [75 ILCS 16/40-50] | further certify that said Annual Budget and Appropriation
——— 1. Building Fund 19,439 Ordinance contains an estimate of revenues, by sources, an-
88,"’ c’ass’ned nds a"d 2. Contingency 0 ticipated to be received by the Dongola Public Library District
TOTAL 19,439 in the fiscal year.

In Witness Whereof, | have signed my name in my offi-
cial capacity as the Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the
Dongola Public Library District, at Dongola, lllinois, this elev-
enth day of August, 2026.

Section 2: Appropriated for the foregoing expenses from the
following estimate of revenues, by source, anticipated to be
received by the Library District in the fiscal year:

Projected cash on hand July 1, 2026 0
Tax for General Corporate Library purposes 82,093
From Special Reserve Fund $19,439

Legal Notices to
classifieds@annanews.com

Laura Sadler
Secretary,
Dongola Public Library District
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Please read this...

By Geof Skinner

One more

Based on the forecast that
was posted at the end of
last week by the National
Weather Service office in
Paducah, our wonderful late
September heat wave might
actually have come to end by
the time you are reading this.
High temperatures in the 70s
were expected Tuesday and
Wednesday. Time to break
out the winter coats...

Meanwhile...

As if we did not already
have enough to concern
ourselves with when it
comes to Critters... Wild
and crazed squirrels. Vultures
circling overhead...looking
for a snack. Blood-sucking
ticks and mosquitoes. Foxes
showing up on the front
porch. Armadillos showing
up in the front yard. White-
tailed deer munching on
The Other Half’s flowers.
Groundhogs munching on
pretty much anything The
Other Half is growing in her
garden. Bears...out there
somewhere...maybe. And
now...a mountain lion.

Maybe you saw the
news last week. The Illinois
Department of Natural
Resources shared on social
media that it had confirmed
multiple sightings of a
mountain lion in Jackson...
and Union counties. Union
County just happens to be
where we call home.

IDNR reported that
mountain lions are rare
visitors to the Land of
Lincoln. “This is the 12th
confirmed mountain lion
in Illinois since 2002,” the
department said. Previous
visitors have been young
bucks out doing what young
bucks do. No surprise there.
They might have made their
way to our little corner of the
world from Nebraska or the
Dakotas. I have never been
to those places. I do not know
why a mountain lion would
want to leave.

The department offered
some advice that seemed
to be pretty much in the
category of common sense
to me. If you happen to meet
up with mountain lion: leave

Zombie squirrel? Nah. Actually, it’'s an Al generated
squirrel with an Al generated nut hanging out in an
Al generated tree in the photographer’s Al generated

hometown.

- i

B > z ’

Counting Crows make stop in Anna. Well. Sort of.
Actual crows. Five of ’em. Not the band. The crows were
doing whatever crows do on a weekday morning when
they were seen one day last week at the Anna City Park.
Couldn’t have been the band anyway. There are seven
Counting Crows in Counting Crows.

it alone. However, given the
ways of the world nowadays,
I’m guessing there would be
folks out there who would
do something really silly if
they came face to face with
such a Critter. They would
probably want to figure out
how to shoot a video, get the
video on TikTok and watch it
go viral, which seems to be
something everybody wants
to do. Never mind that such
a choice of an activity just
might be the last thing they
ever do.

CITY OF

With all of that being said,
once I saw the news about
a mountain lion wandering
around in our neighborhood,
I determined that it was time
to go out and have a look see.
I do the same sort of thing
when we hear warnings for
severe weather. I go out on
the front porch and wait for
the storms to arrive.

The Other Half thinks she
saw a mountain lion back in
the day when she motoring
through Southern Illinois.
Given the way things go,

A SAFE COMMUNITY. A STRONGER TOMORROW.

SMELL NATURAL GAS?

TAKE IT SERIOUSLY. IT COULD BE A LEAK.

IENNA

If you smell natural gas (rotten egg odor) or suspect a gas leak, contact:

CITY HALL

(During Business Hours)

618-658-5161

SHERIFF’S
DEPARTMENT
618-658-8264
and/or 911

WHEN IN DOUBT, CALL. YOUR SAFETY MATTERS.

YOU DIG.

utility lines.

CALL 811 BEFORE

It's free, it's the law, and it helps
prevent damage to underground

KNOW THE SIGNS
OF A GAS LEAK.

Natural gas is colorless and
odorless, but a distinct
“rotten egg” smell is added
so you can detect it.

IF YOU SMELL GAS.

Leave the area immediately,
avoid using electrical switches,
phones, or anything that could
create a spark.

NATURAL GAS SAFETY TIPS

KEEP VENTS CLEAR.
Make sure gas appliances
and vents are not blocked by
debris, snow, or landscaping.

USE QUALIFIED
PROFESSIONALS.

Always hire licensed and
qualified contractors for natural
gas appliance installation, repair,
or line work.

REPORT DAMAGE.

If you see damaged or exposed

gas lines, report it immediately

to City Hall, the Sheriff's Department,
or 911.

SHARE THE MESSAGE.

Help keep our community safe by

talking to family, neighbors, and contractors
about natural gas safety.

J

Critter to worry about...

if there is a mountain lion
wandering around in Union
County, it’s going to end up
in her garden.

Anyway...last Thursday
evening, I decided to go
out for a drive. Maybe I
would spot a mountain
lion. Actually, I went out
take some photographs of a
colorful September sunset.
The view from our hometown
was really nice. The scene
which was unfolding in the
late summer sky suggested
that the view might be even
better outside of town. So |
headed west on a frequently
driven rural road.

Turned out the view of
the sunset was indeed nice
outside of town. I found a
spot to stop and take some
more photos. The stop turned
into one of those chance
encounters that sometimes
happens on The Journey
Through Life. A fellow
traveler stopped behind
my car. Once the traveler
saw what I was doing, an
invitation was extended to
check out a location which
would offer another nice
vantage point for a picture or
two. I extended my thanks...
and was grateful for the kind
words which were shared.

I never did see a mountain
lion. I did, however, spot
three white-tailed deer in a
field not far from the road. If
I were those Critters, which
could make a tasty treat for
a mountain lion, I would be
keeping my eyes open.

In the meantime...I guess
I will keep my own eyes
wide open the next time I go
wandering through a creek
bed at the Trail of Tears State
Forest...

Meanwhile...

Speaking of Critters...a
chipmunk was spotted in our
backyard last Friday morning.
The little Critter was moving
pretty fast. I’'m guessing it
was keeping its eyes wide
open for a mountain lion. Or
a bear.

And then there was Rocky.
As in Raccoon...

Bob and I were sitting out on
the porch swing last Thursday
night. The mosquitoes weren’t
too bad, which, given recent
experiences, was a good thing.

When we went out on
the porch, young Rocky
apparently felt like being
neighborly and just kind of
strolled up on the east end of
the porch. After exchanging
pleasantries, we sent Rocky
on his way.

Rocky, however, was
persistent. And Rocky thought
he was sneaky, too. A few
minutes later, he came strolling
back up on the porch. This time
from the west end. He walked
confidently in the direction of
the porch swing and its two
occupants. Bob, being the cat
he is, ignored Rocky. I guess
if Rocky had been another cat,
Bob might have feigned a little
bit of interest.

Rocky got closer. Paused.
Looked at me. Moved closer.
Paused. Looked at me again.
Didn’t seem to care at all
about my presence. I finally
started banging on the porch
floor with my Big Red Make
a Raccoon Go Away Stick.
Rocky paused again. Uttered
something not very nice
in Raccoon and left in the
direction from whence he
came. (I always like to be able
to use the word “whence” in a
sentence. Makes me feel like
William Shakespeare.)

Rocky disappeared into
the dark. Bob resumed an
evening nap on the porch
swing. I resumed looking
for a mountain lion...taking
comfort in the words of a
song by The Woodbox Gang
which declares: “We ain’t got
no panthers around here...”
(even though a mountain lion
and a panther ain’t the same
thing...)

Council
From page 1

their passage of a resolution
which would address
concerns about the impact
of 250 or more layoffs at the
Choate Center.

“We can’t handle this
kind of loss,” Petersen said.
“We’re fighting it every day.”

The resolution in support
of the Choate Center declares
that:

“...Choate Mental Health
and Developmental Center
serves a vital function in the
Illinois Department of Human
Services’ system of care
for individuals with severe
developmental disabilities and
mental illness, including those
who have been found not
guilty by reason of insanity or
unfit to stand trial in criminal
cases, and

“...for many of these
individuals, Choate is
the only suitable place in
Southern Illinois that can
care for them and meet their
needs; and

“...Choate is an important
source of good jobs and
meaningful work in Southern
[llinois, employing over 450
people at the facility; and

“...Choate employees
have long advocated for
improved funding, staffing
and training opportunities
to better meet the needs
of residents, while the
Illinois Department of
Human Services instead
has transferred a number
of residents to other

developmental centers
elsewhere in the state where
they have struggled to adjust
to these new settings; and

“...in July 2026, DHS
announced plans to further
slash services at Choate and
lay off some 250 staff at the
facility; and

“...DHS has announced
that the treatment program
provided on the ‘stepdown’
unit that serves individuals
with mental illness who
are ending their term of
confinement mandated by
the courts will be moved
to Madden Mental Health
Center in the Chicago metro
area, which is not equipped to
serve such a population; and

“...such a drastic cut
to mental health services
available in Southern Illinois
would profoundly affect the
availability and quality of
care for vulnerable Union
County residents; and

“...Union County
residents in need of such care
for severe mental illness and
developmental disabilities
would be forced to seek
care further away from
family, friends, and support
systems.”

The city is joining
an effort which seeks for
IDHS to reverse its decision
to drastically downsize
Choate Mental Health and
Developmental Center and
urging the State of Illinois
to reverse the trend of
divestment in mental health
services available to Southern
[llinois residents.

Notes
From page 1

recorded a magnitude 2.4
earthquake on Monday, Sept.
14, in Southern Illinois. The
earthquake was center just
northeast of Valier.
skksk
The Union County Sherift’s
Office is congratulating
Deputy Dustin Brimm on
his graduation from the
police academy in early
September. The department
shared that Deputy Brimm
has successfully completed the
demanding training required to
serve as a sworn deputy sheriff.
skksk
Jamison K. Gent recently
joined the Union County
state’s attorney’s office as an
assistant state’s attorney. He
joined Thomas E. Bucher as
an assistant state’s attorney in
the office.
skksk
Looks like lots of activities
are being planned for October’s
ColorFest celebrations in Anna
and Jonesboro.
ki
Looking ahead, just
a bit: Trick-or-treating is
planned from 4 p.m. to 6
p-m. on Saturday, Oct. 24,
in the downtown Anna and
Jonesboro Square areas.
skeksk
A free program titled “Tam
Harriet” is planned from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. Sept. 25 at Stinson
Memorial Public Library in
Anna. The program, presented
by Dr. Clover Johnson, will
highlight the important role of
Harriet Tubman in the nation’s
history.
skeksk
Shawnee Hills Arts Council
in Anna is planning to host
an artists talk and closing
reception for a gallery exhibit
by the Artist Collective on
Race, Equity and Unity from 7
p-m. to 9 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
26. The arts council is located
at 125 W. Davie St. The exhibit
has been on display during
September.
skeksk
Cobden High School’s
annual Purple Out Taylor
Tomazzoli Memorial
Scholarship Volleyball Game
is set for Oct. 2.
ki
Third-grade students at
Anna Junior High School
learned a lot about agriculture
last week. Apples were the
topic of an Ag in the Classroom
activity. The students also
learned about a calf they have
“adopted” through a St. Louis
Dairy Council program.

keksk

The Anna Junior High
School softball and baseball
teams each posted 3-0 records
in tournament play on their
way to winning Southern Illini
Conference championships.
The softball team won its
fourth conference title in a row
by defeating Egyptian, Vienna
and Century. The baseball team
posted wins over Jonesboro,
Cobden and Vienna.

skeksk

Anna Junior High School’s
girls’ cross country team
won first place at last week’s
Fort Massac Invitational in
Metropolis.

skkeok

The Anna Junior High
School marching band was
among the bands which
participated in the recent
Murphysboro Apple Festival
grand parade.

skksk

Shawnee School District 84
has announced this year’s FFA
officers: Madalyn Schuster is
president, Shelby Pender is
vice president, Adalyn Follis
is secretary, Kash Mikel is
treasurer and Carlie Chapman
is reporter.

skeksk

Farmers Daughter Jewelry,
Boutique and Mercantile in
downtown shared on social
media that it was moving to
a new location in downtown
Anna. Saturday, Sept. 19, was
the business’s last day at 316
S. Main St.; its new address,
coming soon, will be at 308
S. Main St.

skksk

The Friends of Stinson
Memorial Library are planning
to have a ColorFest book sale
Oct. 9-11. The sale will be
at the library on South Main
Street in Anna.

skkosk

September is National
Library Card Sign-Up Month.
Local libraries note that having
alibrary card offers access to a
wide range of resources. ..and
not just books.

skkok

A Constitution Day trivia
competition was held Sept.
17 at Shawnee Community
College. The competition
featured questions about U.S.
history and government.

skeksk

Shawnee Community
College celebrated the birthday
of the college’s mascot, Bernie,
on Sept. 18.

skfesk

More than 70 people are
in the cast for the upcoming
production of “Frozen the
Musical” at Shawnee
Community College.



