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News
Notes

Local weather...

Flood watch Saturday, wind advisory
Tuesday, winter storm possible

Jonesboro Head Start welcomes

Ag in the Classroom visit

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

On Saturday, Dec. 14, An-
na-Jonesboro Community
High School boys’ basketball
team head coachMike Cham-
ness made history. With a
win over Union County rival
Cobden, he became the all-
time winningest basketball
coach at A-JCHS, surpassing
the legendary Mike Crews and
Paul Houghton.

skoskosk

A-JCHS is celebrating stu-
dent athletes Ruby Yates and
Ariana Turner, who have
signed to continue their soft-
ball careers at Mineral Area
College; and Olivia Schaefer,
who has signed with Black-
burn College to play softball.

skoskosk

Union County continues to
be well ahead of schedule on
paying off bonds which were
issued for the construction of
anew courthouse. Revenue is
generated by a local sales tax.

skoskosk

As a new year begins, the
Union County animal control
program continues to wel-
come donations of food and
financial resources.

skoskosk

Stephanie Cox and county
board of commissioners mem-
ber Darryl Harvell have been
reappointed as Union County
representatives on the South-
ern Five Regional Planning
District and Development
Commission board. The ap-
pointments were approved at
last Friday morning’s regular
meeting of the Union County
Board of Commissioners.

skoskosk

The Anna City Council
is reviewing a proposal to
establish a fire department
auxiliary. The auxiliary would
support the fire department in
a variety of ways.

skoskok

Union County experienced
nine days of rainy weather
from Dec. 19 to Dec. 30.

skoskosk

A “Crosswords & Coffee”
event for folks ages 60 and
older is set for 10 a.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 7, at Stinson Memo-
rial Public Library in Anna.

skoskok

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is congratulating certi-
fied nursing assistants who
recently graduated from the
Union County Extension Cen-
ter program in Anna. Instruc-
tor Hailey Merriman says the
class had a 100 percent pass
rate.

skoskok

Auditions for Shawnee
Community College’s spring
musical, “Little Shop of Hor-
rors,” are set for Jan. 10-11.
Auditions will be at the col-
lege and are open to those ages
16 and older for the musical
which will be staged April
10-12.

skoskok

Regular business hours are
scheduled to resume Thurs-
day, today, at Shawnee Com-
munity College. The college’s
spring semester begins Jan.
13.
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in area this Sunday

Clear Creek
Sunday afternoon

The National Weather
Service office in Paducah
advised last Saturday that
area creeks and streams
have been running high
and could have flooded
with more heavy rain
which was possible. After
heavy rain fell Saturday
night, the water level was
high Sunday afternoon on
Clear Creek at the Trail of
Tears State Forest.

A flood watch was in effect
for parts of the region over
the weekend between the
Christmas and New Year’s
holidays...

...the year came to an end
with a wind advisory in place
on Tuesday...

...and the new year looks to
bring colder weather, along
with the possibility of a winter
storm which could impact the
region.

Flood Watch

The flood watch issued by
the National Weather Service
office in Paducah was in effect
from 6 p.m. Saturday through
Sunday morning.

Parts of Southern Illinois
(including Union County),
Southeast Missouri and West-

into Monday

ern Kentucky were included in
the watch.

Ahead of the arrival of
heavy rain, the weather ser-
vice advised that excessive
runoff may have resulted in
flooding of rivers, creeks,
streams and other low-lying
and flood-prone locations.

Extensive street flooding
and flooding of creeks and
rivers were possible. Area
creeks and streams have been
running high and could have
flooded with more heavy rain.

Due to recent rounds of rain
and thunderstorms, creeks and
streams in the flood watch
area were running high and
soils are very saturated.

A round of heavy rain and
thunderstorms moved through
the flood watch area from Sat-
urday night through Sunday
morning. Rainfall amounts of
1.5 to 2.5 inches, with locally
higher totals over 3 inches,
were in the forecast.

Wind Advisory

The weather service office
issued a wind advisory for the
region which was in effect
from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Tues-
day — the final day of 2024.

Northwest winds of 15 to
20 miles per hour were in the
forecast, along with gusts of
40 to 45 mph.

As the paper was going
to press for this week, the
weather service office was
reporting 33 mph wind gusts
at the Southern Illinois Airport
near Carbondale on Tuesday
morning.

The weather service office
said that “a few trees may
be uprooted due to the wet
ground, and tree limbs could
be blown down as well. This
may result in a few power
outages.”

(continued on page 2)
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Haley Bode from the Union County Farm Bureau lllinois Agriculture in the

Classroom program visited students enrolled at Southern 7 Jonesboro Head Start
in early December. She read the story of Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer and then
children created a mix of reindeer food. They discussed where each of the food
ingredients of oats, rice, craisins and sugar sprinkles came from. Photos provided.

2024 weather: warm

In terms of weather, 2024
was a very active year in the
Southern Illinois, Southeast
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region.

Spring and summer were
particularly active seasons, the
National Weather Service of-
fice in Paducah reported. The
office also serves southwest
Indiana.

Highlights from the year
were reported in a review of
2024 weather posted by the
office on its website.

Warm Winter

The year began with the
region experiencing one of
its warmest winters on record
(the fourth warmest in Pa-
ducah) with very little snow
(most areas only receiving 0.5
of an inch to 3 inches).

Summer-like temperatures
were observed in February,
with readings soaring to 90
degrees in Van Buren, Mo.,
on the 27th.

Cape Girardeau and Car-
bondale tied their February
warmest temperature of 79
degrees.

Severe Spring Weather

There were three especially
notable severe weather events
during the spring.

An April 2 early morning
tornado outbreak included
19 tornadoes, the most torna-
does recorded at the weather
service office in Paducah in a
single day for the Quad State
region since Halloween 2013.

A May 8 multi-round severe
weather outbreak included
nine tornadoes and set the of-
fice record for most warnings
issued in a single day.

May 26 Storms

A May 26 multi-round se-
vere weather outbreak in-
cluded widespread straight-
line wind damage, along with
18 tornadoes and the second
highest single day warning
issuance count.

The multiple rounds of se-
vere thunderstorms produced
widespread damage and left
over 100,000 customers with-
out power at its peak.

The first wave was a bow-

e

Stormd

winter, stormy spring in region

ing line that progressed east
across Southeast Missouri
into Western Kentucky and
far Southern Illinois between
5 a.m.and 10 a.m.

This was quickly followed
by a second line that was
mostly sub-severe which then
exited the region by 1 p.m.

The environment was able
to recover during the after-
noon, providing ample fuel for
another round of severe thun-
derstorms during the evening.

l

Supercells formed across
parts of the region between 6
p-m. and 9 p.m. Meanwhile a
line of storms developed to
the west and moved quickly
east-southeast across the en-
tire area after 7 p.m.

This line sagged south to-
ward the Kentucky/Tennessee
border by 11 p.m..

Widespread damaging
winds of 60 to 70 mph oc-
curred with both rounds, along
with large hail up to tennis

ebris in May 2024
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ball sized and numerous tor-
nadoes. There have been 18
confirmed tornadoes from this
event, including three EF-3’s.

Tornado No. 13 was re-
ported in the Lick Creek and
Buncombe areas in Union and
Johnson counties.

The tornado occurred from
8:13 p.m. to 8:22 p.m. The
twister had an EF-1 rating
with estimated peak winds of

100 mph.
(continued on page 2)
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Debris was left behind in Jonesboro after stormy weather swept through the region on May 26. The National
Weather Service office in Paducah reported that three especially notable severe weather events occurred in the
region during the spring of 2024.
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‘Space Weather Bonus’

The region experienced a “Space Weather Bonus” in
2024 when a total eclipse of the sun occurred on April 8.
The photograph was taken in downtown Cobden.

2024 weather

(continued from page 1)

The tornado’s had a path
that 7.05 miles long and a
maximum width of 100 years.

No injuries or deaths were
reported as a result of the
tornado.

The tornado began just
east of Interstate 57 in Union
County and crossed into John-
son County ending just east of
Buncombe.

Much of the path was
marked by tree damage, with
numerous trees snapped or
uprooted.

A few outbuildings and a
barn were heavily damaged
about two and a half miles
northwest of Elvira, near
South Lick Creek Road.

Additional tree damage was
found near Buncombe, where
several trees were uprooted
and snapped. A carport was
flipped over onto its side in
Buncombe.

Remnants of Tropical
Storms

Remnants of three tropical
systems impacted the region
during the summer and fall
seasons.

The first of these produced a
rare July tornado outbreak on
the 9th when the remnants of
Beryl produced seven torna-
does, including an EF-3 that
struck Mount Vernon, Ind.
This was the strongest tor-
nado on record in the Paducah
weather service office’s area
in the month of July.

Two other tropical systems
impacted the region in Sep-
tember: Francine and Helene.
The second of these resulted
in rather significant rainfall
totals across the region, with
many areas observing 3 to 6
inches in a 72-hour period
ending on Sept. 29.

“Fortunately, it was ben-
eficial rain that helped ease
the developing moderate to
severe drought conditions and
produced limited flooding due
to its prolonged nature,” the
weather service reported.

Paducah observed its low-
est barometric pressure on
record for September on the
27th, dropping to 992.6 mb.
Paducah also received 5.33
inches of rain that day, which
was the second wettest Sep-
tember day on record for the
city.

Dry October

The faucet shut off after
Helene departed, with the
region experiencing one of its
driest first 30 days of October
on record.

The period from Oct. 1-30
was the second driest on re-
cord in Paducah, with only
0.07 of an inch precipitation
recorded.

Rain Returns

Rain finally returned to the
region on Halloween, with a
wetter pattern continuing into
the first half of November.

Temperatures remained
quite mild, with November
finishing closer to what a typi-
cal October would feel like.

This helped boost the re-
gion to one of its warmest fall
seasons (second warmest in
Paducah).

The year 2024 finished
as the warmest on record in
Paducah and Cape Girardeau.
The only months which fin-
ished below normal were
January and July.

59 Tornadoes

There were a total of 59
tornadoes that touched down
across the area in 2024, which
was the second most on record
for a year, only behind the 79
in 2011.

The tornadoes covered a to-
tal of 443 .2 miles (also second
most behind the 449.8 miles
in 2011). There were four
EF-3s, one of which became
the strongest July tornado on
record in the Paducah office’s
service area. The vast majority
of them (53) occurred during
four events: April 2, May 8,
May 26 and July 9.

Space Weather Bonuses

The region experienced a
total solar eclipse on April 8,
which was the second one to
traverse across the area in the
past seven years (the previous
one being in August 2017).

The region also experi-
enced two rare sightings of
the Aurora Borealis on May
10 and Oct. 10. Typically the
Northern Lights are hard to
see this far south.

Finally, a comet (Tsuchin-
shan-ATLAS) was visible on
Oct. 14 and for a few days af-
terwards. This was the bright-
est comet since 1997.
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Wellness on Wheels
Van Clinic visits
planned in January

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment has announced its Janu-
ary schedule of Wellness
on Wheels Van Clinics for
Southern Illinois.

The health department
notes that it’s not too late to
get a seasonal flu shot. The
immunizations are available
at the WOW Van Clinics.
Flu shots also are available
at Southern 7’s public health
clinics in the region.

The van clinics schedule for
January includes:

Jan. 8. Union County Court-
house, Jonesboro. 9:30 a.m. to
noon. 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Jan. 15. Southern Bank,
Cairo. 9:30 a.m. to noon 1
p-m. to 3:30 p.m.

Jan. 22. Ullin Police De-
partment, Ullin, 9:30 a.m. to
noon. Triple E BBQ, Ullin,
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Jan. 29. Golden Circle Se-
nior Center, Elizabethtown,
9:30 a.m. to noon. Chocolate
Factory, Golconda, 1:30 p.m.
to 3 p.m.

Free services available at
the WOW Van Clinics in-
clude NARCAN training,
blood pressure check, home
colorectal cancer tests (FIT),
medication disposal packets,
COVID test kits and condoms.

Charged services available
include blood lead, hemoglo-
bin and cholesterol screen-
ings, STD tests (including
chlamydia, gonorrhea and
syphilis), HIV, pregnancy and
TB skin tests, TD/Tdap shots
for adults, well water tests
and hereditary genetic cancer
testing.

Charged services, exclud-
ing a well water test, require
a health insurance card.

All services, both free and
charged, will be offered while

Weather
outlook

(continued from page 1)

Colder, with Winter
Storm Possible

Colder weather is expected
as 2025 begins.

High temperatures in the
30s are expected on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.

The forecast early this week
was calling for a chance of
snow this Saturday night,
with “rain and snow likely”
on Sunday.

The weather service office
on Monday morning also
advised there was growing
potential for a winter storm
to impact the central United
States beginning on Sunday
and continuing into Sunday
night.

“Significant winter precipi-
tation appears likely some-
where,” the weather service
posted online.

“There is a lot of uncertainty
in the details and how much,
if any, snow/ice impacts our
region. Stay tuned for up-
dates through the week,” the
weather service said.

On Tuesday morning, the
weather service reported that
“while it is too early to deter-
mine precipitation types and
amounts, impacts to travel are
a growing possibility” for this
coming Sunday into Monday.

The forecast was calling for
sunshine and high tempera-
tures in the 30s for this Friday
and Saturday.

Rain and snow are likely
Sunday and Sunday night,
with a high near 35. There’s
a slight chance for snow on
Monday, with a high near 29.

available on day of service.

Flu shots will be provided
to patients based on vaccine
availability the day of the
clinic and while supplies last.
Health insurance cards are
required.

Those requesting a COVID
booster are advised to contact
their local Southern 7 public
health clinic for details.

Through a grant funded
by the Illinois Department of
Public Health, IDPH, South-
ern 7 Health Department
provides many healthcare
services through the IDPH
WOW Van Clinics.

The WOW Van rotates
throughout high, health-risk
communities each Wednesday
in the lower seven counties in
Illinois.

The WOW Van, a multi-
disciplinary mobile unit, is
available to Southern 7 Health
Department through a partner-
ship with IDPH to provide
health screenings and other
services.

IDPH partners with health
agencies and hospitals to
provide staff and services on
the WOW Van at sites where
people can come for medical
services.

No appointment is needed
for services. Walk-ins are wel-
come. Clinic dates, times and
available services are subject
to change without notice.

More information about
WOW Van Clinics services,
upcoming dates,and how to
become a sponsoring location
are available by contacting
Sharyl Betts at 618-634-2297,
extension, 970154, or by visit
ing Southern 7 on Facebook,
Instagram, X, through the
Southern 7 app and at www.
southern7.org.

Weather
High 58, low 19;
2.97 inches of rain

The Union County area
received nearly 3 inches of
rain during the period of Dec.
17-30.

Precipitation during the
period near Jonesboro totaled
2.97 inches of rain.

Temperatures during the
period ranged from a high of
58 degrees to a low of 19.

Following are highlights
for the period as recorded by
weather observer Dana Cross
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Dec. 17: high 57,
low 31.0.17 of an inch of rain.

Wednesday, Dec. 18: high
50, low 30. 0.36 of an inch
of rain.

Thursday, Dec. 19: high 46,
low 25.

Friday, Dec. 20: high 42,
low 27.

Saturday, Dec. 21: high 41,
low 22.

Sunday, Dec. 22: high 43,
low 19.

Monday, Dec. 23: high 49,
low 31.0.03 of an inch of rain.

Tuesday, Dec. 24: high 48,
low 42.0.17 of an inch of rain.

Wednesday, Dec. 25: high
48, low 43. 0.24 of an inch
of rain.

Thursday, Dec. 26: high 56,
low 45.

Friday, Dec. 27: high 57,
low 51.0.60 of an inch of rain.

Saturday, Dec. 28: high 57,
low 52.0.55 of an inch of rain.

Sunday, Dec. 29: high 56,
low 41.0.79 of an inch of rain.

Monday, Dec. 30: high 58,
low 35.0.06 of an inch of rain.

Providing family care protected

Workers in Illinois who
provide personal care to fami-
ly members are protected from
employment discrimination
based on family responsibili-
ties as of Jan. 1, 2025.

[linois is now one of fewer
than 10 states to provide em-
ployment protections for fam-
ily caregivers.

Public Act 103-0797 pro-
hibits discrimination on the
basis of family responsibilities
in employment.

Covered family members
are an employee’s child, step-
child, spouse, domestic part-
ner, sibling, parent, mother-in-
law, father-in-law, grandchild,
grandparent or stepparent.

Jeff Denny and Amy Ferris
Denny retires as county

engineer; Ferris fills post

Jeff Denny has retired as
Union County engineer. Amy
Ferris is the county’s new
engineer.

Denny retired after four
years of service in Union
County. Prior to that, he served
for more than 20 years as Al-
exander County’s engineer.

Ferris began work on Dec.
15; she had been Massac
County’s engineer.

Denny and Ferris were
in attendance at last Friday
morning’s regular meeting of
the Union County Board of
Commissioners. The meet-
ing was at the Union County
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

Denny said at the meeting
that he has enjoyed his time
serving in Union County.

Denny was honored at a
luncheon gathering held Tues-
day, Dec. 17, at the court-
house.

At the luncheon, board of
commissioners chairman Max
Miller praised the work Denny
has done for the county

“We do appreciate every-
thing you’ve done,” Miller
said.

The now-retired engineer
said he was proud of the many
improvements which have
taken place during his tenure.

Just ahead of holiday season in lllinois

Overall respiratory
illness level moved up
from low to moderate

Just ahead of the Christmas
and New Year’s holiday sea-
son, the Illinois Department
of Public Health, IDPH, an-
nounced that the state’s over-
all respiratory illness level
had moved up from low to
moderate.

IDPH said that meant II-
linois residents faced an in-
creased chance of exposure to
seasonal illnesses as families
were gathering to celebrate the
holidays.

IDPH reported on Dec. 23
that its Seasonal Respiratory
Illness Dashboard indicated
hospital admissions for CO-
VID-19, flu and RSV all had
ticked up (as a percent of all
hospital admissions) in the
week ending Dec. 14.

The percentage of emer-
gency department visits due
to respiratory illness also
increased from 13.8 percent
in the previous week to 14.7
percent.

The state also was continu-
ing to see arise in ICU admis-
sions due to RSV, driven by
children 0-4 years old.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
reported that as of Dec. 27,
the amount of acute respira-
tory illness causing people to
seek healthcare was high na-
tionally. COVID-19, seasonal
influenza and RSV activity
were continuing to increase
across the country.

“As expected, Illinois is
experiencing an increase in
seasonal respiratory illnesses

as winter arrives,” IDPH di-
rector Dr. Sameer Vohra said
in a Dec. 23 news release.

“As we gather with our
loved ones during the holiday
season, please use all the tools
at your disposal to protect
friends and family who are
most vulnerable to severe
outcomes. This includes those
who are over 65, very young
children and people who are
immunosuppressed,” Vohra
said.

“The best protection from
severe illness caused by CO-
VID-19, flu and RSV remains
the highly effective vaccines
that are widely available,”
Vohra added.

“Other effective tools in-
clude enhanced ventilation
and good hand hygiene. If
you are having concerning
respiratory systems, please
seek medical care.”

Vohra added that hosts of
holiday gatherings could en-
hance the safety of guests by
providing proper indoor venti-
lation, encouraging good hand
hygiene and reminding guests
to cover coughs and sneezes.

For those who are unvac-
cinated, public health officials
note that it’s not too late to
get vaccinated. It takes about
two weeks for vaccinations
to provide their full level of
protection.

Getting shots now will offer
protection through the cold
and flu season that lasts into
the spring, IDPH advised.

Elks to offer free children’s
orthopedic assessment clinic

South District Elks Lodges,
in cooperation with the II-
linois Elks Children’s Care
Corporation, plan to sponsor
a free children’s orthopedic
assessment clinic in January.

Anna-Jonesboro Elks
Lodge No. 1641 is a sponsor
of the clinic.

The clinic is scheduled
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 17,at Marshall Browning
Hospital in Du Quoin. The
hospital is located at 900 N.
Washington St.

Dr. Alan Froehling from
Mount Vernon will be the
clinician.

The clinic is by appoint-
ment only. Appointments for
the clinic can be made by call-
ing the Illinois Elks Children’s

Care office at 800-272-0074
between the hours of 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

There are no charges for
any services at this clinic.

No medical referral is nec-
essary for the clinic but phy-
sicians are welcome to refer
patients to the clinic for a spe-
cific reason or second opinion.
School nurses are welcome to
refer children and families to
the clinic.

The Elks Organization has
been working with physically
challenged children since
1928.

The Du Quoin clinic is
one of the 15 clinic locations
throughout Illinois.
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Remembering those who passed

Following is a listing of the
names of those who passed
away and whose obituaries
appeared in The Gazette-Dem-
ocrat during 2024. The listing
is by the week that the obituar-
ies appeared in the newspaper
during 2024.

January

Jan. 4. Terrell Adkins. Karyle
Yvonne Ashton Holderfield.
Richard Reynolds. Richard B.
“Dick” Schaefer. Juliette Jane
Goddard. Karen Ann “Amy”
Dover. Jennifer “Jenny” Renee
Davis. William Dean Bracken.
James William (Bill) Buster.

Jan. 11. Betty L. Stricklin.
Mary Carolyn Rendleman.
Jo Anne Lambert. Gloria A.
Merriman. William Douglas
“Doug” Stoner. Stan Vaughn.
Norma Jean Cline Frailey.
Donald “Gene” Eddleman.

Jan. 18. Dr. Ruth Eleanor
Duff. Claudia Kay Leslie.
Jason Kyle Lovell. Mary Lee
Wells. Sharlet Sue Sims.

Jan.25.Jane “Janie” Burnett
Wargo. Margie Belle Bittle.
Glenn L. Winstead. Diana Ma-
rie Woolridge-Perry. Vernon
Ray Glasco.

February

Feb. 1. Velta Carol Jimenez.
Shirley Fox. Kay Frances Judd.
Deon Warden. Vicky L. Cham-
ness. Jessica Grace Gorev. Lois
Dean Edging Sams.

Feb. 8. Henry C. Lingle.
Dr. Michael Martin William-
sen. Arthur Scott Aronson.
Laura Ruth Spiller. Dr. Glenn
Hudgens. Bonnie Jean Dillow.
Junior Lee “Zip” Toler.

Feb. 15. Betty Lou Hartline.
Louis Jerome “Jerry” Basler.
Earl Dean Simpson. Floyd
Morris Dover. Dr. Carl Albert
Budelsky. James “Rico” Syn-
owiec. Willie Lariel “Dean”
MclIntosh. Earl W. Miller.
Linda Lou “Tean” MclIntosh.

Feb. 22. Helen Holderfield.
John Aaron Wagoner. Patricia
Ann Fritz Keil. Mary Ellen
Griffith Hafford. Gordon Pat-
rick “Pat” Sams. Jenny Ander-
son. Mary Elizabeth Yeckley.
Donna “Renee” Anderson.

Feb. 29. Carole Ann Wilson
West. LaVerne Thompson.
Harold L. Foster. Bill Pritchett.

March

March 7. Danny L. Frey-
enberger. Dr. Dennis P. Rob-
inson. Evelyn L. Aguila. Betty
Ruth Toler. Vernita Miller.
Donna F. Vance. Betty L.
Trexler Baker. Carole J. Bauer.
Alice Rhey Zeschke. Mary D.
Crutchfield.

March 14. Patricia Ann “Pat”
Shaffer. Thomas “Tom” Sad-
owski. Kathryn Marie “Coco”
Halter. Mary Pauline Wilson
Littrell. Beverly Carol Gal-
braith. Rev. Lacie Dean Betts.

March 21. Judith Kay Vau-
pel Flamm. Dr. Homer L.
Cissell Jr. Dr. Richard Louis
“Dick” Pommier. Angel Gar-
ner. John R. Holman. Tim
Williams. Derek “D” Blume.

March 28. Doris “Janie”
Walter. Samuel “Sam” Joe
Myers. Marshall Wayne Duty.

April

April 4. Ruby L. Clover
Black. Rosamaria Davis.
James Eric Myers. Richard
Gene Gaddis. Marshall Wayne
Duty. Wilford Garrett.

April 11. Mary M. Richard-
son. Judith Wringer. Michael
H. “Mikey” Myers. Ivy Goins
Yana. Linda Sue Lingle.

April 18. Shirley Howard
Russell. Betty June Smith.
Tanya D. Sams. Nora Carmo-
na. Joseph Richard Reppert.

April 25. Leona Carnell
Mount. Bon L. Kohler. Chester
K. Pedigo. Vernon O. “Big”
Henderson.

May

May 2. Carl Dean Massey.
Larry “Joe” Birkhead. Michael
F. Whelan. Kenneth Dean
Phillips.

May 9. Thomas Harold
Keller. Michael Gene Kelley.
James “Robin” Hoyle. Lynn
Heisner.

May 16. Keith Todd Beggs.
Linde Ann Caraker-Owens.
Barbara Morrison. Della L.
“Ms. Della” McMahan-Shep-
ard.

May 23. Pfc. Bryan Myers
Jr. Robert “Bo” Wright. Win-
ifred Marcella Dillow. Nancy
Joyce Gearhart. Vicki Sue
Glasco Escue. Manuel Mejia
Palacios. Mary Lou Harris
Ristow.

May 30.Barbara J. Livesay.
Jacob Dale Parmly. Willard
Leon Mowell. James “Hank”
Greenley. Kenneth Oscar
Nance. Robert Dennis Brown.

June

June 6. Marsha Gail Hartline
Yates. Dan Wilson. Kenneth
“Carter” Dallas. Dustin Cody
Pitts. Catalina Duran De Char-
icata. Sarah Lea Duty.

June 13. James D. “Jim”
Brown. Deacon Patrick W.
“Pat” Patterson.

June 20. Harold Wayne
Hubbs. Charles L. Stiff. Mi-
chael Sevenski III. Randy
Echols. Gwendolyn Yates
Arthur. Larry Dean Greer. Dale
Lynn Pender.

June 27. Kathleen “Kathy”
Crosier. Sharon Henderson
Ivy. Gary Boyd Langston.
Lawrence E. Larson.

July

July 4. Viola Lambdin. Jon-
athon Michael Brim.

July 11. Jerry M. Toler.
Betty L. Wright. Robert Lee
“Bobby” Newton. Luca Titan
Muskopf.

July 18. Patricia Lou Chan-
dler. Kathy Irene Franklin.
Gary Lee Coats. Linda Simp-
son. Edwina “Eddie” Murray.
Larry Gene Martin. Lenora O.
Lovell. Marcelo Amezquita.
Robert “Bob” G. Bittle.

July 25. Carolyn Bracken.
Juanita Miller Pickel. James
E. Selinger. Carolyn Bracken.
Minnie Pearl Quertermous.

" Today, as was in the 1st Century, confusion causes much trouble
when it comes to pleasing God. As a result of confusion, divi-
sion ensues and disharmony destroys Godly unity. If division
was not compatible with the gospel in Paul’s day, is it same for

our day? Here is Paul’s advice to those 1st Century Corinthians.

Lesson #1: Speak the same thing (meaning the instructions from

Jesus Christ). The unity of message means that each should
have same message, after all, it was delivered once Jude 3.
Paul wasn’t ashamed of this one message Romans 1:16, Peter
wasn’t ashamed on the Day of Pentecost of the one message

Acts 2:47, and we must not be ashamed to speak the same thing.

Lesson #2: be no divisions among you (we must practice
unity). Dissentions or schisms between what we say and what
the Bible concludes only offer 2 Tim 4:3-4 disrespect and Matt

15:1-9 traditions of men. Christ was contradictory purposed
against man—we must be unified in practice and unified in
worship. We must follow the plan HE established in Eph 5:1.

Lesson #3: but ye be perfectly joined together (we must strive
to have the same mind-unity of attitude), Our mental outlook
must come from the gospel 2 Tim 3:12. Obedience brings 1)
knowledge, 2) Patience, and 3) hope James 5:11,2 Cor 7:4.

Lesson #4: same judgment (we must have a unity of opinions).

The Bible challenges us to all think the same way. THE

BIBLE WAY. Our purpose is derived from gospel John 17:21.

What was Christ’s purpose? Luke 19:10, Matt 18:11 We need

to adjust our opinions and world views to align with the

gospel. Unity is not union. Unity means oneness, sharing a
sense of common (fellowship) purpose. Whereas union means

being united; you can be united but not sharing unity. But if

you share unity, you are in union with one another. May we
strive to please God and in doing so, we please ourselves.

Ryan Thornsberry,
Anna Church of Christ

Robert E. “Bob” Hileman.

August

Aug. 1. Marie Foster. Eliz-
abeth “Beth” Showmaker.
Rosemary H. Heern. Walter
C. Ridenhour. Marietta Ford.
Sondra Kay Boie.

Aug. 8. Marlene Flamm
Rich. Lonnie Hall. Ellen Jane
Eads. Emerenciana Carmona.
Mildred L. Smith. Richard
Knight.

Aug. 15. Evelyn Louise
Dailey. Donna “Ani” Dakin.
Kevin Dale Wehmeyer. Albert
Reynolds. Donald Dean Pear-
son. Lois Marie Dillow. Sue
Jane Rosenthal Whiting.

Aug. 22. Marvalee Hope
“Marlee Girl” Dougherty.
Sue Rendleman. James Cal-
vin Wright. William Brian
Barkley.

Aug. 29. Bruce Williams.
John Rooney.

September

Sept. 5. Marvin Lynn “Red”
West. Shirley Lee Penrod.
Wayne Davis. Carleen Cain.
David Kevin St. Arbor. Ear-
lene Highfield. Isaac Enrique
Guijon.

Sept. 12. Linda Gail Ruth-
erford. Nicholas Robin Dillon.
Mary Ann Courtright. Mary
Lou Schlenker. Harold Edward
Ralls.

Sept. 19. William “Bill”
Garner. Emma Lou Williams.
William “Bill” F. Witthoft
Jr. Cathy Sue Evans. Londa
Faye Peterson. Lindell “Link”
Warren.

Sept. 26. Lana Diane Live-
say. Gloria M. Sivia. Lois Ann
Carr.

October

Oct. 3. Terry Marie Simon
Baine. Anita Jeanne Stadel-
bacher. Jerry Lee Richardson
Sr. Freda Mary Dillow. Eu-
gene I. Hartsock. Hallie Dean
Smoot Jr.

Oct. 10. Dorothy M. Zinn
(nee Cerny). Henry M. “Pete”
Tanner. Lois Ann Benson. Pa-
tricia McRaven. Pamela Jane
Sadler. Shirley Ann Ralls. Pvt.
Robert L. Skaar. Hallie Dean
Smoot Jr.

Oct. 17. Paula Yvonne Han-
sil. W. Leon Gunn. Shirley
Jean Peeler Burns.

Oct. 24. Irene Stamp. Jen-
nifer Alveria Budslick Apple-
gate. Friederike Munton. Jack-
ie Lee Ralls. Sandra Zamora
Martinez. Everett Ray Rhodes.
Patrick Wilson Treece. John W.
Lehr. Walter Wayne Schultz.
Jack Denton Brimm.

Oct. 31. Marilyn Dorothy
Toler. Michael H. Maguire.
Rosemary M. “Rosie” Cates.
Jim Tucker. Charlotte Chavan
Grant. Rose Key Menees.

November

Nov. 7. Robert M. “Bob”
Hansil. Millicent Louise
Casper Hankla. Shelby Kay
Rushing. Wayne L. Douglas.
Hazel M. Reichrath. James
Michael (Jim) Helm.

Nov. 14. Katheryn Ann Kerr.
Tim Bundren. Geneva Mer-
ryman.

Nov. 21. Gary Jackson.
Jerry Marvin Bennett. Jack Da-
vie Sensmeier. Sherman Lee
Mays. Shirley Ann Bennett.
Tommy Joe Walker.

Nov. 28. Kenneth Howard
Sifford. Roger Dale Cook.
Joshua Blake Eubanks. Wil-
liam L. “Bill” Hendricks.
James E. “Jimmy” Ethridge.

December

Dec. 5. Sharon Kay Toler.
Donald Ray Hickam. Ronald
Gayle Bittle.

Dec. 12. Ruby Lee Cald-
well. Norman Lee Gibbs.
Michelle Leann Easter. Teresa
Sue Mowery. Jeffrey Edward
Dickey. Donald M. Ballestro.
Blanche Elzora Wehmeyer.
Barbara Porterfield.

Dec. 19. Mary Ruth Blood-
worth. Larry L. Basler. Ronald
E.Diggs. Mary Dehen. Robert
Lee Whitaker. Anita Marie
Dillow Beard. Vicky Lee Ar-
nold. Daric Allen Smith. Jason
R. McHughs. Gerald Wilbur
Hileman. Mickie Lynn Smith
Lacer. Robert Eugene Parker.
Jerrie T. Clayton.

Dec. 26. Diana Marie Mc-
Cleland. Barbara Sue Duck-
worth. Jerrie T. Clayton.

(Editor’s note: every ef-
fort was made to include a
complete listing of all of the
obituaries which appeared in
the newspaper during the year.)
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Little Egypt Red Hat Ladies Christmas dinner, party

Little Egypt Red Hat Ladies met for a Christmas dinner and party at Subway in
Anna. From left are guest Judy Francis, Shirley Page, guest Emelia Eddleman, Lila
Schley, Marie Samuel, Dee Dillon, hostess Lillian Milam and Kay Johnson, Carole
Anderson, Lillah Williams, Brenda Lovelace, Martha Schwegman and Martha Ann
Webb. Little Egypt Red Hat Ladies Kathy Milam, Connie Harvel and Pam Baker could
not be present for the picture. Photo provided.

Nearly 300 new Illinois
laws take effect in 2025

By Ben Szalinski
Capitol News Illinois

Time to study up, Illinois.
When the clock hit midnight
on New Year’s Day, 293 new
state laws took effect.

Those include some of the
defining bills of the 2024
legislative session and others
that will change how people
get IDs, evaluate job postings
and even cancel gym mem-
berships.

In addition to the laws
taking effect on Jan. 1, the
state’s minimum wage will
rose to $15 to complete a
ramp up initiated during Gov.
JB Pritzker’s first month in
office in 2019.

Digital Driver’s Licenses

The secretary of state can
begin creating a process to
issue digital driver’s licenses
and state IDs beginning in the
new year after Pritzker signed
House Bill 4592.

Residents will still be re-
quired to receive a physical
ID and agencies or private
entities will not be required
to accept digital IDs in place
of physical IDs.

Providing a phone to po-
lice to show a digital ID also
doesn’t give police consent
to search a person’s cell
phone.

Salary Transparency

Employers with 15 or
more employees must in-
clude information about
benefits and the salary range
on job postings, according
to House Bill 3129. The law
will also apply to businesses
hiring for remote work posi-
tions in Illinois.

“When employers aren’t
transparent about pay, gen-
der and racial wage gaps
widen, costing women and
people of color valuable
compensation,” Lt. Gov.
Juliana Stratton said in a
news release. “Illinois’ new
Pay Transparency law is a
resounding win for the work-
ing people who call our state
home.”

“Junk” Health Insur-
ance

Short-term, limited dura-
tion health insurance plans
became illegal in Illinois
beginning Jan. 1.

The plans, often called
“junk insurance” by critics,
do not meet the minimum
standards of the federal Af-
fordable Care Act.

The ban outlined in House
Bill 2499 was part of Pritz-
ker’s health insurance over-
haul that lawmakers passed
in the spring. It was aimed
at reducing barriers to care
for patients and making
health care more affordable
by expanding coverage re-
quirements for insurance
companies.

Short-term insurance plans
are typically for people who
have a lapse in health insur-
ance coverage such as when
they lose or change jobs, but
they are different from CO-
BRA benefits, which most
employers are required to
offer under federal law.

Supporters of the bill ar-
gued the plans are deceptive
and stick consumers with
huge out-of-pocket costs, but
others said the plans provide
consumers with an afford-
able option to fill a gap in
coverage.

Caregiver Discrimination

House Bill 2161 adds fam-
ily responsibilities to the list
of categories protected from
discrimination and retaliation
in the workplace.

The new law prevents em-
ployers from taking adverse
action against employees be-
cause of their responsibilities
as a caregiver for a family
member, which could cause
them to miss work.

Bill sponsor Rep. Will
Guzzardi, D-Chicago, told
a House committee in April
that pregnant women are a
good example of who the bill
is designed to help. He said
pregnant women shouldn’t
be passed up for a promotion
or face other consequences at
work in anticipation that they
will be taking time off to care
for their baby.

Guzzardi stressed the bill
does not protect employees
who fail to meet job perfor-
mance requirements.

Al Regulations

New laws governing arti-
ficial intelligence took effect
Jan. 1. It will be illegal to
generate child pornography
using Al, according to House
Bill 4623.

Supporters of the bill, in-
cluding the Illinois Attorney
General’s Office, said it is
becoming more difficult to
distinguish between real and
Al-generated images. They
said updating Illinois’ child
pornography laws was a
necessary to step allow law
enforcement to identify and
prosecute child pornography
cases.

House Bill 4875 also adds
new protections to prohibit
using Al to recreate a per-
son’s voice, image or likeness
for commercial purposes
without the person’s consent.
Recording artists can seek
damages for violations of
the law.

Politics and Religion at
Work

Employees can’t be re-
quired to sit through work
meetings discussing religion
or politics starting Jan. 1.

Senate Bill 3649, an initia-
tive of the Illinois AFL-CIO,
creates new protections for
employees who skip out on
such meetings and prevents
employers from retaliating
against them.

The law does not prohibit
discussing religion or poli-
tics at work, but employees
are not required to partic-
ipate in the discussions if
such activities are not part
of their job.

The law excludes non-prof-
it and advocacy groups where
politics or religion may be
part of a job.

Coming Later in 2025

Pritzker’s signature health

reform package went into
effect on Jan. 1, but most
provisions don’t have to be
implemented until the begin-
ning of 2026.

House Bill 5395 bans “step
therapy,” which requires
patients to try and fail treat-
ments preferred by insurance
companies before they can
receive the treatment recom-
mended by their doctor.

It also bans insurance com-
panies from requiring prior
authorization for emergen-
cy in-patient mental health
treatment, requires insurers
to keep up-to-date lists of
in-network providers and
expands the power of the Illi-
nois Department of Insurance
to regulate premium rates.

Many hotels in Illinois
will no longer be allowed
to provide customers with
single-use plastic soap and
shampoo beginning July 1
under Senate Bill 2960. The
move is designed to cut down
on waste from single-use
products. The Illinois Hotel
& Lodging Association sup-
ported the change. Hotels
with fewer than 50 rooms
have until 2026 to make the
change.

Other New Laws

NIL money: Student ath-
letes at NCAA universities
can earn name, image and
likeness money directly from
their universities. House Bill
307 was an initiative of the
University of Illinois.

Hearing aids: Insurance
providers must cover medi-
cally prescribed hearing aids
for all people under House
Bill 2443. Coverage was
previously only required for
those under 18.

Gym memberships:
House Bill 4911 requires
gyms and fitness centers to
accept multiple ways for
people to cancel their mem-
bership. Physical fitness lo-
cations also must now allow
customers to cancel their
membership by email or
online. Customers will also
be allowed to submit written
notice for canceling their
membership by mail.

Subscription renewals:
Businesses that offer a free
trial or promotional period
for their product or service
must notify customers at
least three days before the
subscription automatically
renews at a paid rate under
Senate Bill 2764. The law
only applies to subscriptions
longer than 15 days.

Crime victim DNA: DNA
evidence collected from a
person who is the victim of
a crime to aid a criminal in-
vestigation cannot be entered
into a DNA database, accord-
ing to House Bill 1168.

Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service that distributes state
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by
the Illinois Press Foundation
and the Robert R. McCormick
Foundation.
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Duty's Auto Glass

324 Willards Ferry Rd. « Jonesboro
833-2923

Flamm

Heating & Cooling
Cobden « 618-893-2861
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Brad's Collision Works
& Towing LLC

511 E. Vienna St. * Anna, lllinois

833-3102

As we ring in the new year,
we also celebrate your
friendship and support.

It's been a pleasure doing
business with you.

201 South Main ¢ Anna, IL 512 E. Vienna St. « Anna, IL
618-833-8506 618-833-2922

1002 Public Square « Jonesboro
618-833-4547

Visit Us On The Welwitw.ajnational.com
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With heartfelt thanks
to all of you who
have brightened our
year with your
generosity and
kindness.

www.sewlparts.com
4535 State Route 3 N.
Wolf Lake « 833-5498
800-626-6046
parts@sewlparts.com



