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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Bluebirds...and their feath-

ered friends...might be a little
happier with the somewhat
milder winter weather which
has arrived in the area.
kskeok
Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School is con-
gratulating Wildcat wrestler
Zoee Sadler for reaching “an
incredible milestone” of 150
career wins. “Your dedication,
hard work and passion for the
sport continue to inspire us all.
Keep striving for greatness,”
the school shared on social
media.
kskesk
A-JCHS also is saluting
its wrestling coach, Chase
Hargrave, for achieving 100
career dual wins on Dec. 11,
2024.
skoskok
The Union County Sherift’s
office has welcomed Uriah
Holmes as a new deputy.
skskeok
The sheriff’s office also
has welcomed Keely Glodo
and Brandon Shaffer as new
dispatchers.
skoskok
The sheriff’s office is ac-
cepting applications through
March 14 for the Illinois
Sheriffs” Association’s schol-
arship program. More on this
to come.
skskeok
The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah advised
that brief elevated fire condi-
tions were possible during af-
ternoon hours early this week
due to gusty winds and and
low relative humidity.
skoskok
The weather service was
calling for the possibility of
locally heavy rain and a thun-
derstorm or two in the region
Thursday night (today) into
Friday. Rainfall amounts in
the Union County area could
total from 1 to 3 inches.
skoskok
Illinois Department of
Transportation personnel have
been working to clear and pick
up downed trees, tree limbs
and branches along old U.S.
Route 51 between Anna and
Cobden.
skskesk
A report from Southern 7
Health Department shared that
hospitalization rates are drop-
ping for flu,RSV and COVID
in Illinois since peaking in
recent weeks. The health
department still advises ev-
eryone to be vigilant to stay
healthy throughout the rest of
the winter season.
(continued on page 2)
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Anna City Council meetings held Jan. 7, Jan. 2

Long-standin

A community beautification
project has been proposed re-
garding pillars standing along
one of the main streets in the
City of Anna.

The proposal was shared at
a regular meeting of the city
council which was held Tues-
day evening, Jan. 21.

The city council also had
its first regular meeting of the
month on Tuesday evening,
Jan. 7. Both meetings were at
Anna City Hall.

Jan. 21 Meeting

The proposed beautification
project involves the pillars
which have stood for many
years along East Vienna Street
in Anna.

The pillars are remnants of
an era when railroad locomo-
tives were powered by steam.
The pillars were reported to
have been part of a water sup-
ply system used for the trains.

Shawnee Hills Arts Council
representative Zack Rowatt
presented the beautification
project proposal from the
organization to city officials.

The proposal was met posi-
tively by city officials. “I
appreciate it,” Mayor Steve
Hartline said. “I think it’s a
great idea.”

The pillars are located on
Canadian National railroad
property. City officials will be
contacting the railroad regard-
ing the proposal.

In other business discussed
at the Jan. 21 meeting:

City crews continue to work
to clean up trees, tree limbs
and branches which were
downed as the result of a re-
cent winter ice storm.

bk

Pillars in Anna
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Pillars formerly used by the railroad have stood for many years along East Vienna Street in Anna and are now
the focus of a proposed beautification project.

Pick up is scheduled to con-
tinue through Feb. 12. Debris
which needs to be removed is
to be placed at curbsides.

Fencing has been installed
at the site of a major communi-
ty improvement project which
is underway along East Davie
Street in Anna. The project is
scheduled to be completed by
mid-September.

Raymond Groves was hired
as a full-time police officer.

Jan. 7 Meeting

Minutes from the council’s
regular meeting on Jan. 7
showed city administrator
Dori Bigler reported that the
Hadley’s Haven project at

the Anna City Park is now
complete.

A current Fraternal Order
of Police contract expires in
April. Negotiations are begin-
ning.

Sherrie Crabb, CEO of the
Arrowleaf human services
organization, addressed the
council about the purchase of
the Bethany Village property
in Anna. Plans for the build-
ings, renter criteria, services
and a timeline for improve-
ments were shared.

Scott Hickam with Be-
ussink, Hickam & Kochel PC
Certified Public Accountants
presented the city’s Fiscal Year

2024 audit.

Highlights included timely
completion, successful fund
management and increased
interest income under the city
administrator’s oversight.

A fire department warming
center which was opened dur-
ing the recent winter storm
served 14 people.

The Anna Fire and Rescue
Department shared a message
on social media which rec-
ognized some of the people
who offered assistance for the
warming center:

“The American Red Cross
for providing cots, Davis Pas-
try Shop for donuts, Union

County Animal Control for
providing items for any ani-
mals that came in, Deaconess
Illinois Union County Hospi-
tal for giving us washcloths
and towels, Union County
ambulance for various needed
supplies, Anna Police Depart-
ment for bringing people to the
station, Union County Sher-
iff’s Department for taking all
the calls and coordinating with
us, Anna City Works for keep-
ing our parking lot cleaned and
accessible, and Steve Frizzell
and his wife for bringing in
food. Without these amaz-
ing people we couldn’t have
pulled this off!!!”

Union County CEO program accepting applications

The Union County CEO
program recently concluded
its recruiting efforts for the
2025-2026 school year at
Union County high schools.

Students from Anna-
Jonesboro Community High
School, Cobden High School
and Shawnee High School in
Wolf Lake attended informa-
tional presentations.

The CEO program aims to
provide students with unique
opportunities and experiences
to foster entrepreneurial and
leadership skills.

Applications for the 2025
program opened at 11:59
p-m. Sunday, Jan. 26, and are
scheduled to close at 11:59
p.m. Monday, Feb. 10.

As part of the application
process, students must sub-
mit three letters of reference,
which will be accepted until
11:59 p.m. on Monday, Feb.
17.

The application process is
done entirely online and can
be completed at unioncoun-
tyceo.

Parent Testimonial

Union County State’s At-
torney Tyler Tripp shared
his thoughts about the CEO
program. Tripp is the parent
of a CEO program student
participant.

“I'have personally observed
the positive impact CEO has
on young people as both a par-
ent and as a community part-
ner with the CEO program,”
Tripp said.

“As a parent, I witnessed
my child gain numerous skills
and a base of knowledge that
will be a great benefit going
forward in his education, his
profession of choice and adult
life in general,” he continued.

“As a community partner
who has had the chance to
participate in CEO meetings
and activities with students,

I have seen the skills and
knowledge that is instilled in
our young people through the
exercises and projects that
they complete as a part of the
CEO program.

“CEO gives students a
head start on so many things
whether they choose to enter
the workforce right out of
high school as an entrepreneur
developing their own busi-
ness or moving on to higher
education.

“My experience with CEO
participants as well as the
teachers/facilitators of the
program was one in which a
great deal of professionalism,
courtesy and encouragement
was apparent and a great ben-
efit to the students.

“I would recommend par-
ticipation in the CEO program
to any parent or student that
is looking to excel beyond
high school whether that be in
higher education or the adult
workforce.”

Alumni Testimonial

2022 Union County CEO
alumni and current UCCEO
Board member Hunter Boyd
shared his experience:

“The CEO program has
been a catalyst for my success
throughout my adult life.

“From communication
skills to understanding busi-
ness aspects, CEO helped
shape my professional frame-
work. I learned how to com-
municate effectively and work
efficiently in professional

Union County CEO team members

The 2024-2025 Union County CEO program holiday season Jingle and Mingle event was held in December at
the Davie School Inn in Anna. CEO team members joined in celebrating with investors, mentors, board members,
alumni and friends. In the first row are, from left, CEO team members Alaina Charles, Avery Stegle, Brinley Corbit
and Chesnee Marks. In the second row are Lucas Salazar, Jackson Rendleman, Cole Pender, Kyle Conway and
Cash Hodges. Team members Evelyn Campbell and Kenzie Stover could not be present for the picture. Photo
provided.

environments. I sharpened my
networking skills and created
relationships with prominent
people I would not have oth-
erwise met.

“These connections helped
me advance in both business
and my career. I met my
current employer at a CEO
breakfast years after my time
as a student. You never know
when you will cross paths
with someone who will have
a major impact on your life.
CEO gives you the skills to
be prepared for that moment.

“The class also opened
my eyes to the communities
around me and the importance
of small businesses. Before
CEO, I had no idea there was
so much business opportunity

in our area. Seeing the ins
and outs of many businesses
around the county helped me
realize the impact small busi-
nesses have on the area.

“CEO is much more than
a business class. It teaches
young adults how to perform
in the professional world and
gives them the tools they need
to succeed in everyday life
after high school.

“I credit the CEO program
for much of my success and
would recommend it to ev-
eryone.”

For more information about
the Union County CEO pro-
gram and how it prepares
students for future success,
visit the program’s website.
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News Notes

(continued from page 1)
Fans of the film “Wicked”
might want to make note of an
upcoming event...a “Wicked”
sing-along is set for noon Feb.
22 at Stinson Memorial Public
Library in Anna.
skskeok
Anna School District 37 is
planning to host a STEM night
event March featuring Mad
Science from St. Louis.
skskok
Cobden High School is con-
gratulating its Class of 2025
outstanding seniors: Thomas
Coleman, Mackenzie Jackson,
Lindsey Windings, Lillian
Hawkins, Emma Roberts and
Garrett Basler. The students
were nominated by faculty
staff for their outstanding
accomplishments in academ-
ics, character and citizenship.
They will represent Cobden
High School at an SISHSA
banquet scheduled April 10
at Southern Illinois University
Carbondale.
skskeok
Cobden and Shawnee FFA
members attended the recent
SIU FFA/Ag Night at a Saluki
basketball game.
skskeok
Cobden School hosted the
recent 107th annual Union
County Farm Bureau meeting.
The event commenced with
Cobden FFA officers leading
the Pledge of Allegiance. State
Rep. Paul Jacobs, R-Pomona,
attended the event.
Hkk
The Cobden School Dis-
trict’s 2024-2025 athletic
hall of fame inductees in-
clude Wayne Witthoft, Ronald
“Doc” Casper, Dick Ruggles
and the 2015 high school state
championship baseball team.
Induction day is planned Feb.
1. Cobden is scheduled to host
Webber High School that day.
Girls will play at 2 p.m.; the

Weather

High 50, low 3;
high of 14 on Jan. 21;

dusting of snow

Temperatures ranged from
a high of 50 degrees to a low
of 3 during the period of Jan.
21-27 in Union County.

Following are highlights
for the period as recorded by
weather observer Dana Cross
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Jan. 21: high 14,
low 3. Trace of snow.

Wednesday, Jan. 22: high
32,1low 3.

Thursday, Jan. 23: high 43,
low 16.

Friday, Jan. 24: high 32,
low 8.

Saturday, Jan. 25: high 50,
low 22.

Sunday, Jan. 26: high 45,
low 24.

Monday, Jan. 27: high 43,
low 17.

boys JV will follow. Induction
ceremonies are scheduled to
start at approximately 4 p.m. A
varsity boys game will follow.
sksksk

Shawnee High School at
Wolf Lake is congratulating
this year’s valedictorian and
salutatorian for the Class of
2025. Noah Mayberry is the
valedictorian and Jaeda Qualls
will be the salutatorian. Grad-

uation is planned on May 16.
KKk

Sgt. Maj. Scott Franklin has
been honored by the Shawnee
School District as this year’s

Shawnee’s Best recipient.
sksksk

Shawnee High School’s
recently crowned homecom-
ing royalty included Mylee
Mikel as queen and her escort,
Jackson Rendleman, who be-

came king.
sksksk

The Shawnee School Dis-
trict hosted a recent fund-
raiser for Bryson Strong.
Bryson is a kindergartner who
is recovering from surgery
after being involved in an
accident while getting off of
the bus after school in nearby
Scott County, Missouri. All of
the money which was raised
will be donated to Bryson and
his family.

sksksk

Shawnee Community Col-
lege held a Veterans Appre-
ciation Event Saturday, Jan.
25, at the women’s and men’s
basketball games. The Saints
hosted Rend Lake College.

Kok

A regional junior high
school band fest is planned
Feb. 13 at Shawnee Com-
munity College near Ullin.
Rehearsal is set for noon, with
a concert scheduled at 7 p.m.
The event’s playlist includes
music by Taylor Swift, Phar-
rell Williams and others.

Kok

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment announces that February
Well on Wheels visits are
scheduled Feb. 5 in Mounds,
Feb. 19 in Tamms and Feb. 26
in Vienna and Goreville.

sksksk

From farmweeknow.com:
Illinois has a growing popula-
tion of about 3,100 bald eagles
which spend the winter in
at least 27 counties, mostly
located along the Illinois and
Mississippi rivers.

A-J Women’s
Club to meet

The GFWC Illinois Anna-
Jonesboro Women’s Club
plans to meet Monday, Feb. 3.

The meeting will be at
11:30 a.m. at Pizza Hut in
Anna. Guests and new mem-
bers are always welcome.

The Gazette-Democrat

Southern 7 Health
Department to offer
‘Stop The Bleed’ training

Southern 7 Health De-
partment’s Medical Reserve
Corps, MRC, has been award-
ed funding to conduct “Stop
The Bleed,” STB, community
trainings in the lower seven
Southern Illinois counties.
Sessions are scheduled in
Union County.

Training sessions are sched-
uled to begin in February and
continue through April.

The program will be coor-
dinated through a partnership
between the health department
and the Regional Hospital
Coordinating Center, RHCC,
which will provide the person-
nel to conduct the trainings.

The goal of the program is
to teach participants how to
stop life-threatening bleeding
in an emergency. Participants
who complete the free training
will receive an STB starter kit.

“The purpose of the STB
campaign is to build com-
munity resilience,” Southern
7 Health Department emer-
gency preparedness coordina-
tor Bobi Cavins said in a news
release.

“In doing so, residents are
better prepared to save lives
by knowing how to help in
bleeding emergencies. These
trainings enhance public
health and safety while fos-
tering collaboration among
community organizations.”

“Stop The Bleed” trainings
are being scheduled beginning
in the first week of February at
community locations through-
out the region.

Southern 7 Health Depart-

ment shared the following
schedule for training sessions;

Feb. 3, Shawnee Com-
munity College Metropolis
Extension Center, 6 p.m. to
7:30 p.m.

Feb. 7, Shawnee Commu-
nity College Anna Extension
Center, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 19, Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School,
Anna, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

March 1, Shawnee Com-
munity College main campus
near Ullin, 10 a.m. to 11:30
a.m.

March 6, Hardin County
School Commons Area, Eliza-
bethtown, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

March 19, Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School, 6
p-m. to 7:30 p.m.

March 27, Meridian School,
Mounds, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

April 2, Hardin County
School Commons Area, 6 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m.

Training sessions are sched-
uled to last an hour to an hour
and a half, depending on stu-
dent participation.

Each class will be limited
to 25 participants age 18 and
older. Pre-registration is re-
quired.

To register for an upcoming
training, visit the Emergency
Preparedness page at www.
southern7.org or Southern 7
Health Department on Face-
book.

For more information, or to
learn how to host a “Stop The
Bleed” training session, call
Bobi Cavins at 618-634-2297,
extension 971123.

SIU Carbondale creating first
master plan in two decades

Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale is formulat-
ing a campus master plan,
which will determine how the
physical campus will meet the
needs for education, research
and innovation over the next
20 to 30 years.

Creating a new master plan,
the first one since 2006, is part
of the Imagine 2030 strategic
plan and its sustainability pil-
lar, said Susan Simmers, vice
chancellor for administra-
tion and finance. Initiatives

Rural Health
welcomes new
healthcare
provider

Brock Goforth

Rural Health Inc. recently
welcomed a new provider to
its behavioral health team.

Brock Goforth, MSN,
PMHNP-BC, is providing
services out of Rural Health
Inc.’s Anna clinic and is ac-
cepting new patients.

Rural Health Inc. provides
behavioral health services at
its Anna, Vienna, Goreville
and Metropolis locations.

“Our providers are highly
skilled and very attentive to
our patient’s needs and pro-
vide treatment for a variety of
behavioral health diagnoses,”
Rural Health Inc. community
outreach coordinator Chase
Hileman shared in a news
release.

Those interested in making
an appointment or wanting
to learn more about services
can call Rural Health Inc.’s
main clinic in Anna at 618-
833-4471.

include:

Evaluating the use of physi-
cal space and space require-
ments for such functions as
academics and student sup-
port, research and innovation,
athletics, enrollment manage-
ment, fundraising, parking
and public safety.

Developing a plan to prop-
erly size the university’s phys-
ical space and reduce energy
usage and other costs.

“The last strategic plan was
created for a different genera-
tion of students and different
physical and technological
needs for research and creativ-
ity,” Simmers said. “We need
to create a plan that will an-
ticipate and serve the current
and future needs of students,
faculty and staff, and the com-
munity.”

The university has hired
Cannon Design to lead the
development of the plan.
The firm and all its partners
have extensive experience in
campus master planning in
higher education in Illinois
and across the United States.

Over the next 12 months,
Cannon Design plans to en-
gage with several key con-
stituency groups representing
faculty, staff, students and
alumni to outline SIU Car-
bondale’s needs for the future.
The process will have three
phases:

Discovery, which includes
campus investigation and
engagement.

Development, in which
professionals review, evaluate
and refine campus needs.

Delivery of details and sce-
narios to arrive at a final mas-
ter plan for SIU Carbondale.

Specific details of the time-
line will be announced as the
project progresses. The plan
will be submitted to the SIU
Board of Trustees for approval
at a later date.

“Overall, this master plan
will serve as a critical road
map for SIU Carbondale’s
future, guiding the university
toward fulfilling its long-term
vision and strategic objec-
tives,” Simmers said.

Ice storm covered roads

Wing Hill Road near Cobden was one of the many
roads in Union County covered with snowy precipitation
following an ice storm on Jan. 5. The photograph was
taken on the morning of Jan. 6.

Ice, snow, cold brought
special challenges, hard
work for highway personnel

Recent winter weather
brought some icy and bitter
cold challenges for the Union
County Highway Department.

Amy Ferris began work as
the county’s new engineer on
Dec. 16.

Just a few weeks after that,
the county, and the region,
experienced an ice storm on
Jan.5.Then,on Jan. 10, heavy
snow on fell in the area.

“It was devasating to the
community due to the all of
the damage,” Ferris said about
the hardship caused by the ice
storm.

The ice storm caused wide-
spread damage to trees and
tree branches, many of which
brought down power lines
and left people in the dark and

County board meets

cold...sometimes for many
days. Ferris said damaged
caused by the ice was heavier
in the northern part of the
county.

Ferris praised the hard work
done by Union County High-
way Department personnel,
both prior to the ice storm and
in its aftermath.

Ten highway department
personnel worked long days
making county roads passable.
Work is expected to continue
for some time to clean up
and remove fallen trees and
branches.

Heavy snow which fell on
Jan. 10 brought more hard
work, but conditions were not
as challenging as those which
accompanied the ice.

Highway department
praised for response
to recent winter storms

Praise for work done by the
Union County Highway De-
partment in response to recent
winter storms has been shared.

The recognition was shared
at last week’s regular meeting
of the Union County Board of
Commissioners.

The meeting was Friday
morning, Jan. 24, at the Union
County Courthouse in Jones-
boro.

Union County Sheriff Da-
vid Wilkins said highway
department personnel “did an
awesome” job in responding
to the severe winter weather.
The sheriff praised the hard
work which was done.

The county experienced a
major ice storm and Jan. 5 and
heavy snow on Jan. 10.

In other business at Friday
morning’s meeting:

The commissioners ap-
proved a resolution autho-

rizing an intergovernmental
agreement for participation
in the Illinois Public Works
Mutual Aid Network. A mem-
bership agreement then was
approved.

County engineer Amy Fer-
ris said the network is ben-
eficial to participants in times
of need, such as after severe
storms.

The commissioners also
approved an intergovernmen-
tal agreement involving the
county, the State of Illinois,
the Illinois Emergency Man-
agement Agency and federal
Office of Homeland Security

Commissioner Kent Pitts
reported that the county’s ani-
mal control shelter near Anna
was full. He also repeated a
message that donations of
food and financial resources
are welcomed by the animal
control program.

Saturday morning, Feb. 1.

in the community.

Take Child to Library
event planned at Stinson

Stinson Memorial Public Library in Anna is planning
to host a Take Your Child to the Library Day event on

The library shared that it offer “a fun, old-fashioned
Saturday morning cartoon event” from 10 a.m. to noon.
The morning will feature breakfast with cold cereal;
watching classic cartoons; a chance to explore the library,
check out books or sign up for a library card; and picking
up free passes to the Science Center for the whole family.
Organizers noted that the Take Your Child to the Library
is designed to help foster a love of reading and libraries
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Initiative creates more than
5,000 preschool seats for
low-income Illinois families

By Jade Aubrey
and UIS Public
Affairs Reporting

Over 5,000 preschool seats
have opened for low-income
families in Illinois through
Smart Start Illinois in the
past year.

Smart Start Illinois is an
initiative of Gov. JB Pritzker
that’s designed to expand
publicly funded preschool
programs and increase the
number of preschool seats
available to 80 percent of all
working families in Illinois.
Lawmakers first approved
the program in 2023.

Since then, the state has
added 11,000 seats.

“Every Illinois child de-
serves our full investment
starting in their earliest
years,” Pritzker said in a
statement. “Smart Start II-
linois will put our children
on the path to growth and
opportunity while making our
communities stronger, health-
ier and more connected.”

The initiative includes
the Early Childhood Block

Grant, which is distributed
by the Illinois State Board
of Education.

The block grant allocat-
ed $32.2 million for the
2025 fiscal year to 91 grant-
ees. That funding is serving
4,008 children in half-day
preschool and 1,142 in full-
day preschool, as well as
providing support services
for 512 children under the
age of 3.

“When we educate our
children, we set off a domino
effect — education leads to
opportunity which leads to
prosperity which leads to
stability,” Lt. Gov. Juliana
Stratton said in a statement.
“That’s why Smart Start
Illinois remains a priority in
our administration.”

Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service that distributes state
government coverage to
hundreds of news outlets
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.

Bald eagle-watching events
planned at Illinois locations

The Illinois Department of
Natural Resources, IDNR,
invites the public to winter
season eagle-watching events
across the state.

The best time to see the
bald eagle in Illinois is during
the winter when the raptors
seek open water areas for
fishing.

Illinois has more than
3,000 bald eagles during win-
ter, which is more than any
other state outside of Alaska.

Some Illinois state parks
and other locations host
eagle-watching programs
during this period.

“Illinois residents have a
unique advantage when it
comes to opportunities to
catch a glimpse of eagles
soaring over our scenic wa-
terways and river bluffs,”
IDNR director Natalie Phelps
Finnie said in a news release.
“I invite everyone to bundle
up, grab their binoculars, and

head outdoors to one of the
many eagle-watching events
happening throughout the
state this winter.”

Eagle watching events
which are planned in the
Southern Illinois area in-
clude:

Feb. 1-2: Crab Orchard Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge Eagle
‘Watch, Marion.

Eagle Tours are planned at
the refuge on Saturday and
Sunday, Feb. 1-2.

Information shared on so-
cial media shared that tours
are planned each day at 8
am., 11 am. and 2 p.m.

Vans will be providded
for the tours, which last for
approximately two hours.
More information is available
by calling 618-997-3344,
extension 1.

March 1: Kaskaskia Eagle
Fest, Jerry F. Costello Lock
and Dam, Modoc, Randolph
County.

at www.jonesboro43.com |,

Proposals for Lawn Mowing Services

Jonesboro Elementary Consolidated Community School Dis-
trict #43 is accepting a Request for Proposals (RFP) for lawn
mowing services. Proposed details and bid packet are avail-
able at the District’s business office or may be downloaded
Look under documents labeled
mowing and trimming bids. Sealed bids will be received until
12:00P.M. noon, February 28, 2025. The Board of Education
reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, in part or in
total, for any objective or subjective reason whatsoever and to
waive informalities in bidding. Contact the Jonesboro Superin-
tendent office with any questions. 618-833-6651.
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Lessons from Lot’s Wife: Lesson 2
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After the healing of the 10 lepers, Jesus spoke to the
apostles about his second coming. In that preparation,
he made mention of Lot’s wife. “Remember Lot’s
wife, “Luke 17:32. Nearly 2,000 years after her fatal
error, Christ reminded them of her, and after another
2,000 years it is good for us to remember her mistake.
Lesson 2: We must not hesitate to follow God.
Hesitation and delay are crippling to spiritual develop-
ment. I'm sure we have heard the expression of, “drag-
ging our feet.” Christians cannot drag their feet in ser-
vice to God. Lot’s wife not only hesitated but stopped
following the pathway the angels had designated. This
change of direction amounts to disobedience with God.
Scriptures point out a key word in Genesis 19:16, LIN
JERED. How often have we postponed God’s work
for something we feel is more important?

To be faithful servants, we cannot stay in the same
place in our spiritual lives. Acts 8:3-4 show how Saul
of Tarsus was given a way of escape, which led to a
complete transformation of his life. We, too, are given
a “way of escape” 1 Corinthians 10:13. God does not
remove us from sin but provides us with the opportuni-
ty to depart from sin. Departure must be not only phys-
ical but also mental. In 1 Peter 2:21, Peter urged the
steps” as an example. This in-
dicates that Christians must not only follow His direc- |

tion but imitate His character, Ephesians 5:1. I',‘-
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State could adopt ‘kin-first’ approach
for children who are in foster care

By Amalia
Huot-Marchand
and Medill Illinois
News Bureau

SPRINGFIELD - Illinois
lawmakers could soon make
it easier for children in foster
care to live with their rela-
tives or other people close
to them.

Child welfare experts have
long touted the benefits of
foster children staying with
kin. Advocates say those
arrangements offer children
more stability, decrease the
trauma they experience, im-
prove their mental health and
reduce the number of times
the child is moved from
home to home.

But both state and fed-
eral law often made those
placements impractical. To
get paid to support the chil-
dren, relatives had to follow
the same stringent rules
that apply to other foster
parents. They go through a
rigid home inspection with
bedroom size requirements,
as well as restrictions on the
number of people and gen-
der of individuals who can
sleep in the same bedroom.
Prospective parents also go
through lengthy classroom
training.

In 2023, though, the fed-
eral government decided to
allow states to use separate
standards for relatives of
children in foster care than
for other foster parents, in an
effort to pair more children
with relatives.

Now, Illinois lawmakers
are moving forward with a
plan to do just that, along
with making other chang-
es that will encourage the
placement of children with
relatives. The Illinois Sen-
ate unanimously approved
the measure, known as the
Kinship in Demand, or
KIND Act, in the fall. But

Anna VFW
calendar
of events

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Carroll P. Foster Post No.
3455 of Anna has announced
its schedule of events. The
post is located at 70 VFW
Ln. near Anna. The schedule
includes:

Star Karaoke is scheduled
to be at the post from 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m. Jan. 31.

A fish fry will be served
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 7. Star Karaoke
is scheduled to be at the post
from 6 p.m. to 11.

A Super Bowl party is
planned Sunday, Feb. 9, in
the canteen.

Live music with Night
Train is planned from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 10.

A Valentines dinner is
planned from 6 p.m.to 7 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 14. The menu will
include steak, a baked potato,
salad and dessert for $25. Stop
by the canteen during regular
business hours to sign up. A
limited number of meals are
available. Payment is required
at the time a reservation is
made.

Mystify Music is scheduled
to be at the post from 7 p.m. to
11 p.m. Friday, Feb. 14.

the House must sign off on
the changes by the time it
adjourns in early January,
otherwise the bill must go
through the entire legislative
process again to reach the
governor’s desk.

“I think it’s really im-
portant that we reckon with
how unjust our systems have
been in foster care,” said
state Sen. Mike Simmons,
D-Chicago, one of the bill’s
15 cosponsors in the upper
chamber. “It’s an excellent
step forward in terms of
respecting the integrity of
the families these kids come
from, that includes their im-
mediate family but also their
extended kin that love them.”

Illinois’ Record

Close to 10,000 children,
or more than half of the
total number of kids in the
care of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Family
Services, live with family
members.

But more than 60 percent
of those families are not eli-
gible for monthly foster care
payments, annual clothing
vouchers or foster care sup-
port groups according to the
ACLU of Illinois.

“Support for kin, for rela-
tives who have not received
the same kind of support
that foster parents do, for
example — I’'m talking about
monetary support — I think is
a very important component
of dealing with the amount
of time a child spends in the
custody of DCFS. We want
to make sure they get back
to a home environment as
fast as they can, and this is a
way to encourage that,” said
Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, a
Democrat, in a news confer-
ence on Dec. 11.

Casey Family Programs,
the nation’s largest foun-
dation focused on foster
care, states that prioritizing
relative caregivers decreases
sibling separation, reduces
the risk of abuse and gives a
higher chance of achieving
permanency.

Placing foster children
with relatives could also help
Illinois do a better job in
finding permanent homes for
children in its care. Illinois’
foster care system ranked in
the bottom third of states in
2019 for children placed in
permanent homes, according
to the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.
Between 2017 and 2021, the
number of children who were
placed in a permanent home
decreased by 7.8 percent,
according to the 2021 Child
Welfare Outcomes Report to
Congress.

KIND Act’s Changes

The KIND Act would al-
low DCFS to pursue addi-
tional federal funding in
order to apply a kin-first ap-
proach. DCFS would use the
federal money to put more
effort into finding families
of foster children, notifying
them and improving support
services, as well as doing
background and identity
checks.

“By promoting kinship
care and addressing system-
ic issues with a long length
of time to permanency and
insufficient support of foster

www.unioncountyil.gov.

Union County Engineer
306 West Mississippi Street
Jonesboro, lllinois 62952

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
FOR CORRUGATED METAL PIPES

Request for Proposal (RFP) packets are available in the
Union County Engineer’s office and on our website at
Questions regarding specifications
may be directed to the County Engineer, Amy Ferris via
email at aferris@unioncountyil.gov.

Sealed bids should be submitted to the Union County
Engineer by 10 AM on Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at the
Union County Engineer’s Office.

The County reserves the right to reject any and all bids
received and to waive or not waive any informalities or
irregularities in bids or bid procedures, and to accept or
further negotiate costs, terms, or conditions of any bid deter-
mined by the County to be in the best interest of the County.

care, the KIND Act aims to
improve safety, stability and
the well-being of children
in DCFS care,” state Sen.
Mattie Hunter, D-Chicago,
a primary sponsor of the
bill, said during a November
Senate Judiciary Committee
hearing.

Payments for relatives
particularly impact Black
children, who are overrep-
resented in the foster care
system.

In Illinois, as of October,
more than 18,000 children
were in the DCFS system;
more than 8,000 of them
were Black. In terms of
proportional representation,
Black children have a 250
percent higher chance of
being placed in DCFS care,
according to the School of
Social Work at the Universi-
ty of Illinois Urbana-Cham-
paign.

The poverty rate for Black
Illinoisans is 27.7 percent,
compared to 8.5 percent for
white Illinoisans. Preventing
these families from access-
ing government subsidies for
foster care adds on additional
hardships and repeats the
cycle of poverty they face,
according to the University
of Alabama Institute for
Human Rights.

“We know that the vast
majority of kids who are
coming in are overrepre-
sented, and the KIND Act is
removing financial barriers
for relatives being able to
care for kids,” said Nora
Collins-Mandeville, director
of systems reform policy at
the ACLU of Illinois, in an
interview.

“Relatives who are com-
ing forward have consid-
erably less resources than
a foster parent would. And
so the fact that we’re not
even, in our current system,
paying those relatives the
same amount that we pay a
stranger to care for a child,
it’s pretty frustrating,” she
said.

Under the KIND Act, there
would also be a different
criminal background crite-
ria for relatives and foster
parents. The federal govern-
ment allows DCFS to waive
“non-safety-related licensing”
for relative caregivers on a
case-by-case basis. Relatives
would be subject to a personal
analysis assessing their crim-
inal record and its potential
impact on the child. The bill
would allow DCEFS to consid-
er, for example, the overrepre-
sentation of minorities in the
prison system, especially for
minor drug felonies.

The foster care legislation
would also require courts to
oversee DCFS’ implementa-
tion of the kin-first approach.
Courts would have a larger
role in family-finding efforts
like monitoring whether
DCFS complies with noti-
fying relatives that a child
has been removed from its
parents’ custody within 30
days. Plus, courts would be
able to expedite emergency
placements of children with
relatives who are waiting for
a custody hearing.

Contentious History

The bill’s sponsors called
the measure historic because
of the collaboration between
DCEFS and the ACLU, which
have long fought each other
over the state’s care of foster
children. In 1988, the ACLU
sued DCFS in B.H. v. John-
son. Three years later, both
parties entered a consent
decree to reform DCEFS to
provide safer homes, reduce
the caseload per employee,

protect DCFS funding, al-
low more supervision and
accountability and improve
caseworker training.

These efforts ran into se-
vere obstacles through the
years.

A two-year budget stale-
mate between Democrats
in the General Assembly
and Republican Gov. Bruce
Rauner that ended in 2017
had a major impact on DCFS
funding. It forced the agency
to close many group homes
throughout Illinois. This led
to children under DCFS care
being housed in places not
designed to accommodate
children in the long-term,
including psychiatric hos-
pitals, juvenile detention
centers and shelters and even
DCEFS offices.

Since then, DCFS strug-
gled to recover from the
loss of funds in 2017 and
hasn’t implemented changes
spelled out in the consent
decree.

In light of those short-
comings, in 2018, the court
appointed a special master to
DCEFS in order to ensure sig-
nificant action was taken and
to mitigate tensions between
the ACLU and DCFS,

Pritzker, who defeated
Rauner in the 2018 elec-
tion, campaigned on the
promise to reform the sys-
tem. Since 2019, the DCFS
budget nearly doubled from
$1.22 billion to $2.03 billion,
mostly to hire more staff
and caseworkers. Despite
these improvements, a Cook
County judge continuously
held DCFS director Marc
Smith in contempt of court
in 2022 for failing to find
adequate placements for
foster care children, some
of whom were still residing
in psychiatric hospitals. An
appellate court later vacated
the contempt citations, and
Smith stepped down at the
end of 2023. He was the 13th
DCEFS director in 10 years.

“For a good period of
time, there wasn’t stability
in the agency’s leadership at
all. We had turnover every
year. It wasn’t up until the
Pritzker administration that
we had a director there for
multiple years. And so that
can be really challenging.
You have different priorities
for every leader who comes
in,” Collins-Mandeville said.

Despite the turnover at the
top and the agency’s ongoing
court battles, DCFS reduced
the number of youths in
care from 50,000 in 1995 to
16,000 in 2023. The number,
however, has risen in the past
year to 18,000.

“Today marks a day that
we had long hoped to see:
the ACLU and DCFS are in
alignment on a piece of land-
mark legislation that offers
an essential opportunity to
reform Illinois’ foster care
system,” Collins-Mandeville
said in her testimony to the
Senate committee.

Amalia Huot-Marchand is
a graduate student in jour-
nalism with Northwestern
University’s Medill School
of Journalism, Media, Inte-
grated Marketing Communi-
cations, and a Fellow in its
Medill Illinois News Bureau
working in partnership with
Capitol News Illinois.

Capitol News lIllinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service that distributes state
government coverage to
hundreds of news outlets
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.

Check out The Gazette-

Democrat online at
annanews.Ccom
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Obituaries

Emilee Marguerite Murray

Emilee Marguerite Murray
was born on Oct. 28, 1942, in
Carbondale, Jackson County,
Illinois, the daughter of Edith
Gram Cain and James Alexan-
der Murray.

Edith Cain was born in Ra-
leigh, Saline County, Illinois,
and James Murray in Elgin,
Morayshire, Scotland.

Emilee was named after
her mother’s sister, Marguerite
Cain Davis.

Emilee was seven when her
father died in Jacksonville,
Florida, in 1949. Emilee lived
with Marguerite and Henry Da-
vis in Cahokia, Illinois, while
her mother remained in Florida
to settle accounts after James
Murray died and then they both
moved to Anna, [llinois.

Emilee attended Anna el-
ementary schools while her
mother was director of nurses
at Union County Hospital.

They then moved to Mexico,
Missouri, where her mother
was director of nurses until
1956 and Emilee attended
middle schools there.

They moved to Carbon-
dale, Illinois, when her mother
married a widower, Chalmer
Andrew Gross, who became
Emilee’s stepfather. Emilee
graduated from Carbondale
Community High School in
1960.

Emilee married James Mar-
tin Fish on November 24, 1962,
in Sullivan, Moultrie Coun-
ty, lllinois. They had met at
Southern Illinois University.
They had one child, Deborah
Suzanne Fish, who was born in
1965 in Tuscola, Illinois.

When they were divorced
Emilee and Suzanne moved to
Washington, D.C., and stayed
with her mother and stepfather
where he was a professor at
American University.

Emilee attended Georgetown
University in Washington,
D.C., and received a Bachelor
of Science degree in 1970 in
the field of Radiology/CT Tech-
nology. She has been on staff
at hospitals in Miami, Florida,
Boston, Massachusetts, and St.
Louis, Missouri. She was a clin-
ical instructor and supervisor
at the Mallinckrodt Institute of

Radiology at Barnes Hospital
in St. Louis, Missouri. She has
worked in Ultrasound, Nuclear
Medicine, Computed Tomog-
raphy and Magnetic Resonance
Imaging and PET scanning. She
was also a St. Louis, Missouri,
assistant medical examiner.

Emilee was a member of
the Presbyterian church and
in 2013 joined the Episcopal
church in St. Louis.

Emilee passed away on Janu-
ary 15,2025, in St. Louis, Mis-
souri. She was cremated and
her ashes given to her daughter.

She leaves her daughter,
Deborah Suzanne Fish Bentley,
son-in-law Robert Bentley and
three grandchildren: Evelyn,
Abigail, and James Bentley
of Lake Forest, Illinois. She
also leaves first cousins who
were also friends: Phil Boyd
of Dickinson, Texas, Linda
Coffman Lawler of Rancho
Palos Verdes Estates, Califor-
nia, Karen Cain of Rockville,
Maryland, Jeanne Cain Luke
of Mt. Airy, Maryland, Nancy
Davis Melton of Sun Lakes,
Arizona, Cynthia Boyd Moritz
of Walcott, Iowa, and Therese
Cain Ferguson of Wentzville,
Missouri. Two cousins, Betty
Boyd Rendleman and Judith
“Judy” Boyd Holtz, had passed
away. These ten cousins have
always remained close even
though living from coast to
coast. She also leaves her first
cousin, Robert “Bob” Murray
of Wheatley, Ontario, Canada.
The Murray family had immi-
grated from Scotland to Canada
and Emilee’s father came to
the United States and lived in
Massachusetts and Florida. The
family is grateful to Lori Gallo
of St. Louis, Emilee’s friend,
who helped with the last few
years of Emilee’s life while
she was ill.

Emilee was a very intelligent
person who loved to travel, visit
art galleries, and symphony
concerts. She had many dogs
in her life which gave her plea-
sure. Both the Cain and Mur-
ray families have always had a
connection with dogs and cats.
As one cousin said the week of
Emilee’s passing: “we were ten
and now we are seven.”

Donna Sue Thomas

Donna Sue Thomas, 85, died
Sunday, Jan. 20, 2025, at the
Mercy Health Ray and Kay
Eckstein Hospice Care Center
in Paducah, Ky.

She was a beloved mother,
grandmother,and friend who
touched the lives of many with
her kindness and unwavering
faith.

She was born in Cairo on
Jan. 17, 1940, the daughter of
Willis and Alice Sumner Roth-
child and was the oldest of nine
children.

She attended St. Raphael
Grade School and Cairo High
School. She was a telephone
operator until she became a
full-time stay at home mother.

Along with her parents, she
was preceded in death by her
husband, Carl “Johnny” Thom-
as, and her cherished daughter,
Kara Alison Hubbard, as well
as her siblings Marcina, Darrell,
Barron and Tom.

She is survived by her five
devoted children: John Kevin
Thomas (Angie), Kent Thomas
(Stacey), Kyle Thomas (Bren-
da Dickerson), Karla Thomas
Shaffer (Chuck) and Keith
Thomas (Kiera); son-in-law
David Hubbard; and their fam-
ilies, who will continue to honor
her legacy of love and compas-
sion. She also leaves behind
her beloved siblings, Buddy,
Deanna, Russell and Robert
and many treasured nieces and
nephews.

A dedicated member of her
church, she found great joy in
her faith and the fellowship of
her church community. She was
a regular attendee of church
services and her faith was a

cornerstone
@am of her life,
providing

her with strength and comfort.

She was also deeply involved
in the lives of her children,
grandchildren and great-grand-
children. She took immense
pride in their accomplishments
and never attended a family
gathering, sporting event or ac-
tivity without her camera...and
red lipstick. Her family was
her greatest joy, and she leaves
behind a legacy of love, support
and wonderful memories.

A memorial service to cel-
ebrate her life was held Fri-
day, Jan. 24, at Mighty Rivers
Church in Cairo at 11:30 a.m.

Interment followed the me-
morial service at Mound City
National Cemetery.

Memorials can be made to
the Mighty Rivers Upward
Basketball program.

She will be dearly missed by
all who knew her, but her spirit
will live on in the hearts of her
family and friends. May she rest
in peace.

To view the obituary or to
leave an online condolence for
the family, visit www.crainson-
line.com.

Crain Funeral Home in Cairo
was in charge of arrangements.

Ralph E.

Ralph E. Glasford, 82,
of Anna, died at 4:45 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2025,
at Deaconess Illinois Union
County Hospital in Anna.

Mr. Glasford was born on
June 11, 1942, in Pomona
Township (Jackson County)
Illinois. He was the fifth of
six children born to Ralph and
Hallie Stutes Glasford.

On Nov. 27, 1963, he was
united in marriage to Darlene
L. Richardson in Vienna. She
survives.

He is also survived by two
daughters, Robin Sullivan of
Murphysboro and Gena (David)
Grey of Anna; a heart-daughter,
Nicole (Stuart) Butwell of Vi-
enna; grandchildren William
Sullivan of Midland, Texas,
Ashley Bell of Vienna, Bradley
(Skye) Reinier of Carbondale,
Isabella Grey and Poppi Grey,
both of Anna; great-grandchil-
dren Hunter, John, Alex, Mia,
Joseph, Noah, Bryce, Trystin,
Edan, Ethan, Zoey and Logan;
a brother, Phillip (Elizabeth)
Glasford of Anna; and several
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents,
Mr. Glasford was preceded
in death by a daughter, Sonya
Reinier; a grandson, Joshua
Lowell Reinier; and four sisters,
Mayme Petty, Jean Petty, Dor-
othy Goodpasture and Barbara
Porterfield.

He attended Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School. He
also attended both Shawnee
Community College as well
as John A. Logan Community
College.

Mr. Glasford was a U.S.
Army veteran. He enlisted
in 1959 and was honorably
discharged in 1962. During
his military service, he was
stationed in Korea.

He was a member and past
chaplain of Beggs-Gurley VFW
Post No. 5222 in Vienna.

Mr. Glasford was employed
by Caterpillar Inc as an assem-
bler in the company’s Joliet
manufacturing facility. Follow-
ing his return to Southern Illi-
nois, he was employed by Flor-

Carol A.

Carol A. Boucher, 63, of
Anna, and formerly of Hinck-
ley, died Saturday, Jan. 18,
2025, at Deaconess Illinois
Union County Hospital in
Anna.

She was born on July 22,
1961, in Hinsdale, the daugh-
ter of John and Joann Sowder
Vedok.

She was a welder for Amer-
ican Commercial Line in
Alexander County/

Survivors include her son,
Michael (Rachel) Boucher
of Salem, Ind.; grandson Lu-
cas Michael Boucher; sister
Patricia Jo Vedok of Anna;
nephews John Whitney of
Anna and Dalton Pearl of
Jonesboro; other relatives and
friends.

Along with her parents, she
was preceded in death by her
sister, Gail Lyne Pearl.

Crema-
@am

tion rites
will be ac-

Doris L. Hewitt, 89, of
Anna, died Thursday, Jan. 23,
2025, at Deaconess Heartland
Medical Center in Marion.

She was born on Nov. 26,
1935, in Anna, the daughter
of Raymond Leroy and Birdie
Louise Rendleman Barker.

She married Douglas C.
Hewitt on Sept. 9, 1979, and
together they spent over 16
years together until his pass-
ing in September of 1995.

She was a homemaker and
a member of the American
Legion Auxiliary.

Survivors include several
nieces and nephews.

Along with her parents and
husband, she was preceded
in death by her son, Richard
Edward Barker; a sister, Ani-
ta Aldridge; and a brother,
Duane Barker.

Funeral services were at
1 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 29,
with the Rev. Jim Easton of-

ficiating, at
@ ain

Doris L.

Crain Fu-
neral Home

The Gazette-Democrat

Glasford

sheim Shoe
Company
in Anna as
a machinist.
He also worked as an operator
and truck driver at the Anna
Stone Quarry.

He was last employed by the
[linois Department of Correc-
tions. He first was employed at
the Menard Correctional Center
in Chester for 17 years, prior to
transferring to the Big Muddy
Correctional Center at Ina at the
time of that facility’s opening.
He worked at Big Muddy for
17 years, retiring with the rank
of lieutenant.

He enjoyed camping and
cherished time spent with his
family. He was a member of
Anna Heights Baptist Church
in Anna.

Funeral services were at 1
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 25, at Bailey
Funeral Home in Vienna.

Burial was in the Alto Pass
Cemetery. Military rites were
accorded by Beggs-Gurley
VEFW Post No. 5222 and the
Tllinois National Guard burial
honors detail.

Memorials can be made to
the Alzheimer’s Association,
2200 Cabot Dr., Suite 460,
Lisle, I11. 60532 or to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital,
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis,
Tenn. 38105-1905.

To share a memory or to
leave an online message of
condolence for his family, visit
www.baileyfth.com.

Bailey Funeral Home in
Vienna was in charge of ar-
rangements.

Boucher

corded. No services will be
held.

The cremation of Carol A.
Boucher will be personally
handled by the staff of Crain
Funeral Home.

To view the obituary or to
leave an online condolence
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in An-
na-Jonesboro was in charge of
arrangements.

Hewitt

in Anna-Jonesboro.
Entombment followed the

funeral service at Pleasant
Grove Memorial Park Mau-
soleum.

To view the obituary or to
leave an online condolence
for the family, visit www.
crainsonline.com.

Crain Funeral Home in An-
na-Jonesboro was in charge of
arrangements.

Bonita June Laster

Bonita June Laster, 64, of
Jonesboro, died Monday, Jan.
20,2025, at Saint Francis Med-
ical Center in Cape Girardeau
with her family by her side.

She was born on June 6,
1960, in Memphis, Tenn., the
daughter of George Monroe
“Bob” and Edda Janette John-
son Laster.

She worked as a rural postal
carrier for the United States
Postal Service. She was a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church in
Jonesboro. She was known by
her family, whom she took care
of and loved so dearly, as Bee-
da. She loved woodworking,
Jeepin’, riding motorcycles and
keeping her yard pristine.

Survivors include her daugh-
ters, Mindy (Michael) Good-
man and Carla (David) Whita-
ker; eight grandchildren, Jason
(Madison) Goodman, Tiffany
(Jordan) Curtis, Caleb (Skyler
Ellison) Clover, Kyle (Olivia)
Clover, Brock (Karleigh Jones)
Clover, Abby (Evan Treat)
Clover, Cole Whitaker and Ella
Whitaker; two great-grand-
daughters, Carter Curtis and
Dilynn Curtis; brothers Sam-
my (Suzanne) Laster, Kenny
Laster, Donny (Sharon) Laster
and Ricky (Debbie) Laster;
sister Janice (Garry) Derossett;
best friends of 52 years Becky
Foster, Cindy Ellett and Loret-

ta Dodson;
@aln and close
cousins

James A.

James A. “Jim” Wright, 86,
of Ware, died Monday, Jan. 20,
2025, at Saint Francis Medical
Center in Cape Girardeau.

He was born on July 13,
1938, in Union County, the
son of Wayne Karl “Kate” and
Ivory Wilson Wright.

He retired from the Choate
Mental Health and Develop-
mental Center in Anna. He
worked for five years at the
Murray Center in Centralia and
then transferred to the Choate
Mental Health and Develop-
mental Center for 25 years.

His passion was watching his
grandsons participate in sports,
playing bingo and going to
the casino. He loved to watch
any sport on television and the
St. Louis Cardinals were his
favorite team.

In his younger years, he
loved to fish and hunt. He also
loved his fried chicken.

Mr. Wright was an active
member of the Democrat Par-
ty for his entire life, serving
as a Precinct Committeeman
for over 50 years. He worked
diligently for the election of
hundreds of office holders at the
local, state and federal levels.

He was also a strong AFSC-
ME Union member both while
an employee at Choate and he
continued his activism after
he retired. He had served as
President of AFSCME Retir-
ees Local Subchapter 90 for
30 years. He made hundreds
of trips to Springfield to fight
against layoffs, also fighting for
our pensions, and our health-
care. He was recently presented
with a plaque from AFSCME
thanking him for his years of
dedication to the cause and for
inspiring others to keep fighting
the good fight.

Survivors include his daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Vonda and
Steve Benefield and grand-

sons, Sky-
@aln lar Bene-
field and

Conley Laster and Sherre Sim-
mons.

She was preceded in death
by her parents, Bob and Janette
Laster; and her brother, Tommy
Laster.

Funeral services were at
10 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 23, at
the First Baptist Church in
Jonesboro, with the Rev. Perry
Willams officiating.

Interment followed the fu-
neral service at Oakdale Cem-
etery in Commerce, Mo., at
2 p.m.

Memorials can be made to
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

To view the obituary or to
leave an online condolence for
the family, visit www.crainson-
line.com.

Crain Funeral Home in An-
na-Jonesboro was in charge of
arrangements.

‘Jim’ Wright

Brayden
Benefield,
all of Anna;
brother
Richard Wright of Dexter,
Mo .; sisters Beverly Ellis of
Grand Tower, Sharon Smith of
Poplar Bluff, Mo., Vicki Wilson
of Ware, Debbie Wright of Cob-
den and Karen Wright of Ware;
as well as numerous nieces,
nephews, extended family and
friends.

Along with his parents, he
was preceded in death by his
brother, Bill Wright; sisters
Barbara Foster, Lois Dickerson,
Ruth Allen, Sondra Clover and
Audrey Wright.

Funeral services were at 11
Saturday,Jan. 25, with the Rev.
Bobby Henson officiating and a
flag presentation by the Illinois
National Guard at Crain Funer-
al Home in Anna-Jonesboro.

Interment will take place
at a later time at Anna City
Cemetery.

Memorials be made to Shaw-
nee CUSD No. 84 for the
Christmas Giving Tree Pro-
gram.

To view the obituary or to
leave an online condolence for
the family, visit www.crainson-
line.com.

Crain Funeral Home in An-
na-Jonesboro is in charge of
arrangements.

Donald Edward Thady

Donald Edward Thady, 95,
of Jonesboro, died Friday, Jan.
24, at the Illinois Veterans
Home in Anna.

Graveside funeral services
will be at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 4, at the Jonesboro Cem-
etery, with Mark Mattheis
officiating. Interment will
immediately follow.

Graveside military honors
RENDLEMAN will be con-

& HILEMAN ducted by
FunerAL HOMES  Carroll P.

Foster Post
No. 3455 of
the VFW in
Anna and
the Illinois Army National
Guard military funeral honor
team of Marion.

To view the obituary and to
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Home in Jonesboro
is in charge of arrangements.
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Rebecca Mae Brust Brown

Rebecca M. Brown, 75, of
Anna, died Tuesday, Jan. 21,
2025, at her home.

She was born on May 25,
1949, in Anna, the daughter
of Bernard F. Brust Jr. and
Dorothy M. Bryant Brust.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Todd Andrew Brown
(Heather) and Tiffany Brown;
grandchildren Logan Brown
Fombelle (Jeff), Jaden Ebberts
(Moises), Andrew Ebberts and
Addison Ebberts; great-grand-
son Adonis Lara; other rela-
tives and friends. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents
and a brother, Anthony Brust.

She was a devout Catholic
and member of St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Cobden.
She loved spending time with
her family, enjoying trips to
the beach. She was a proud
grandmother and great-grand-
mother. Besides taking care
of her own family, she was a
caregiver to many children,
operating a daycare for 13
years. She loved all children
as if they were her own. She

ReEnnLEMAM retired as a

- -

&
it

Pulaski County.

Funeral Mass for Rebecca
Brown was at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, Jan. 25, at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Cobden,
with Father Uriel Salamanca
as celebrant. Interment fol-
lowed in St. Joseph Cemetery
in Cobden.

Memorials can be made to
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

To view the obituary and to
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman

¢ HioEemaN correctional  Funeral Home in Anna was in
Fumeaa, Hours  officer with  charge of arrangements.
News from

First Baptist Church,

Jonesboro

On Sunday, Jan. 26, Pastor
Perry Williams spoke in the
morning service.

His message addressed what
he considers to be the most
important message in the Bi-
ble, which is John 3:16, which
tells about God’s love for the
world and that He “loves us so
much because He made us.”
Scripture was from the whole
chapter of John 3 in the New
Testament.

The service was sent by
transmitter station 87.9 for
those who wanted to listen on
the radio. The service was also
live streamed on Facebook.
The church’s Facebook page,
Jonesboro FBC, has videos and
the latest information about
church events.

Music director Dee Rose led
worship, accompanied by the
praise team that includes Con-
nor Benbrook, Isabel, Megan
and Lucas Tehandon. Debbie

York was the pianist and also
joined the praise team to sing a
special, “Beautiful One.”

A Hospitality Sunday pot-
luck meal was shared on Jan.
26.

Men’s and women’s Bible
studies were scheduled at 6
p.m. Monday, Jan. 27.

Birthdays: Shirley Kohler,
Jan. 27; Joe McRaven, Feb. 6.

The regular schedule for
worship at Jonesboro First
Baptist includes Sunday
School classes on Sundays at 9
a.m., Sunday morning worship
at 10 a.m. and Sunday evening
worship at 6 p.m.

Youth meet from 6 p.m. to
7 p.m. on Sundays and from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m.on Wednesdays.

The Dig-In program for
children meets at 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays.

An adult prayer meeting and
Bible study are scheduled on
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Union
County

[ L4 ,
Fixin’s
By Suzan Harvel
Butterfinger Cake
By Vickie Woolverton,
Windsor, Colo.

6 full sized Butterfinger
candy bars, crumbled

1 box yellow cake mix and
ingredients it calls for

1 8 oz. block of cream
cheese

1 stick of butter, softened

1 1/2 cups powdered sugar

1 large container whipped
topping

Make cake according to
directions.

Mix whipped topping,
cream cheese, butter and pow-
dered sugar together.

Crumble half of the cooled
cake into a trifle bowl or large
bowl

Spread half the cream mix
on top of cake and smooth.

Sprinkle half the candy bar
crumbles over the cream mix.

Repeat layers, ending with
candy bar crumbles.

Cover and refrigerate.

News from
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County Line News

(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)

Weather Extremes...

I don’t understand folks
who enjoy winter. Of course,
I don’t understand folks
who enjoy summer either.
Extremes are not my thing.

Needless to say, I am tired
of winter. Only 50 days until
spring...believe me, I'm
counting them down.

I will also admit to a bit of
a snicker or two at my rela-
tives’ postings, from Texas
to North Carolina, who are
sharing in our winter misery.
Why should we suffer alone?

Planet Watching

This past week, after put-
ting on multiple layers, I
stepped out to see the align-
ment of the planets.

I am pretty sure I iden-
tified them. I have a book
somewhere, but didn’t con-
sult it, since it was a short
trip outside...seeing as how
it was so cold my eyeballs
hurt.

Anyway, the next day
my coworkers were talking
about downloading an app
on their phone for that. Seri-

Anna First Baptist Church

Anna First Baptist Church
met for worship on Sunday,
Jan. 26.

Pastor Lupe greeted ev-
eryone and led the opening
prayer.

Menda Cash did the call
to worship, which was on
prayer and fellowship with
God.

The worship team led in
the singing of “All to Jesus, I
Surrender,” “Lord I Lift Your
Name on High” and “Holy
Forever.”

Pastor Lupe continued
his sermons on the Book
of Revelation in the New
Testament.

The message was about
the seven letters found in
chapters 2 and 3 in the Book
of Revelation.

The letters were written
by the Apostle John to the
churches in Ephesus, Smyr-
na, Pergamum, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia and
Laodicea.

The message shared that
each letter contains Christ’s
commendations, correction
and a call to overcome, re-
flecting the spiritual state of
each church.

The letters serve as both

Republican picked to chair
veterans committee

state House

By Jade Aubrey
and UIS Public
Affairs Reporting

For the first time in more
than a decade, a Republican
will chair an Illinois House
committee.

Rep. Dan Swanson, R-Al-
pha, received the call from
Democratic House Speak-
er Emanuel “Chris” Welch,
D-Hillside, earlier in January
that he was tapped to head
the House Veterans’ Affairs
Committee. Swanson said
the appointment was a “total
surprise.”

“(The Speaker) called me
and said I'd like to offer you
the chairmanship of the veter-
ans committee,” he said. “And
I paused. I was so caught off
guard, I actually sank down
to my feet, just overwhelmed
with emotions.”

Welch cited Swanson’s 27-
year military background.

“As a veteran, Represen-
tative Swanson has served
our country with honor and
distinction, and I know he will
bring the same solemn sense
of duty to leading a bipartisan
Veterans Affairs Committee,”
Welch said in a statement.

Swanson is a retired lieu-
tenant colonel with the United
States Army and Illinois Army
National Guard. He was in ac-
tive duty for 20 years with the
llinois Army National Guard
from 1980 to 2001, served in
Iraq from 2007 to 2008 and
earned the Bronze Star and
Combat Action Badge. He was
recalled back to active duty

from 2010 to 2013 with the
Army Sustainment Command
Rock Island Arsenal.

He said he quickly accept-
ed Welch’s offer to chair the
committee.

“And I said ‘sir, I'd be hon-
ored. I’d be honored to do
that. I'd be honored to serve
as chairman of the Veterans
Committee, serving Illinois
veterans and veterans through-
out the district,”” he said.

Democrats have held a ma-
jority in the Illinois House
since the mid-1990s, making
it rare for a member of the
minority Republican Party
to chair a committee. Former
Rep. Don Moffitt of Galesburg
chaired the House Fire Protec-
tion Committee in 2010.

Rep. Stephanie Kifowit,
D-Oswego, previously chaired
the Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tee and the Personnel & Pen-
sions Committee. This year,
she’ll serve as vice chair on
Veterans’ Affairs and will chair
the appropriations committee
on personnel and pensions.

Although she said she
doesn’t know why Welch made
the change, she said Swanson,
“is certainly an ally of our
veterans.”

“He’s a staunch advocate
for our veterans, as am I, and I
look forward to working with
him on the committee,” Ki-
fowit,a Marine Corps veteran,
said in an interview. “And he
is somebody who has a dis-
tinguished military career and
has always been fighting for
veterans to be put in charge of

Veterans’ Affairs.”

In the legislature, Swanson
has been a frequent sponsor
of bills pertaining to local fire
departments and emergency
services and has worked to
ensure insurance coverage for
people suffering from Lyme
disease. He said that he is look-
ing forward to working with
members of the committee and
getting things accomplished.

“I’'ve got 27 1/2 years, I've
been a veteran for many, many
years, having left the military
on several different occasions
and retiring. So, I’ve got a
background of what veterans
need and what our expectations
are,” Swanson said. “We’ve
got some great laws already
on the books. But, certainly,
there’s always things we can
tweak.”

He also joked that the com-
mittee might look a little dif-
ferent this year.

“As a commander when I
was in the military, if soldiers
came late to my meetings, |
required them to do pushups,”
Swanson said. “In my first
meeting I’'m going to say,
‘when the hour of two o’clock
or that time has come, if you’re
not here, we’re going to do
pushups. So be on time.””

Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service that distributes state
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by
the lIllinois Press Foundation
and the Robert R. McCormick
Foundation.

historical messages to
first-century congregations
and prophetic warnings ap-
plicable to churches today.

The letters emphasize faith-
fulness, repentance and per-
severance in the face of trials
and spiritual complacency.

Sunday School for all ages
meets at 9 a.m. each Sunday
morning.

The church’s worship ser-
vice starts at 10:15 a.m. on
Sunday.

The church has a prayer
time at 6 p.m. on Wednesday.
The church has a youth pro-
gram which meets at 6 p.m.
on Wednesday.

The church has a bus
which runs for all of its
programs and services. In-
formation is available by
calling the church’s office
during the day.

First Baptist Church is
located at 409 Morgan St. in
Anna. The church’s phone
number is 833-5416.

The church’s Facebook
page is Facebook.com/An-
naFirstBaptistChurch. The
church’s email address is
fbcanna409@gmail.com.
The church can be found on
YouTube at Anna First Live
Stream.

ously...I think there’s an app
for everything now.

PAST Meetings

PAST of Union County
planned to have a month-
ly meeting Monday eve-
ning, Jan. 28, at the Heritage
House in Jonesboro.

There’s a lot of planning
for this new year to do. If
you are interested in being
a part of it, please join us at
the next meeting, which is
scheduled at 6 p.m. Feb. 25.
New members are always
welcomed.

Daniel Chapman Chap-
ter, NSDAR

Daniel Chapman Chapter,
NSDAR, plans to meet at 11
a.m. Feb. 10 in the communi-
ty room at Stinson Memorial
Public Library in Anna.

New member Debbie
McKibben will have her
welcoming ceremony at that
time. Please bring a sack
lunch.

The chapter will then have
its annual bingo party at the
Illinois Veterans Home in
Anna at 2 p.m.

The book club book for
February was “The Down-
stairs Girl” by Stacey Lee.
March’s book will be “Never
Give Up” by Tom Brokaw.

Mill Creek Baptist
Church

Brother Bobby Richardson
led the congregation of Mill
Creek Baptist Church in
worship from the Book of
Luke 7: 36-50.

These passages speak of
a woman who had sin in her

A-J teams
compete at
Brain Games

Teams representing An-
na-Jonesboro Community
High School competed at
the recent ROE Brain Games
held at John A. Logan Col-
lege in Carterville.

A-J’s Team Two, consist-
ing of Gabe Morey, Nati
Corbit, Drue Teske and Cash
Hodges, finished in sixth
place overall. The finish
earned the team a spot at the
next level of competition at
Rend Lake.

The Union County school
noted on social media that
A-J’s Team One, featuring
Josh Binversie, Grayson
Garner, Jay Althoff and Ruby
Yates “gave it their all and
made us proud.”

By Suzan Harvel

life, but humbled herself be-
fore Jesus, who forgave her.

The Pharisee whose house
they were in didn’t show
Jesus the respect this sinful
woman did.

There are many of us who
choose to judge others, when
we are as guilty of sin too.
God doesn’t see the sin, but
the sinner, whom He loves,
regardless of the sin.

Like the Pharisee and the
woman, there are two kinds
of “religious” people: those
that want to be seen as asso-
ciated with God, and those
who really seek a relation-
ship with God. Think about
that.

Valentine’s Dinner

Mill Creek Baptist Church
men will be honoring all the
ladies with a Valentine’s
dinner on Feb. 12 at 6 p.m.
Dinner will be cooked en-
tirely by the gentlemen. It
is much appreciated too. All
are welcome.

We will be moving the
monthly business meeting
from Feb. 12 to Feb. 19.

Prayer List

Mill Creek Baptist Church
added the following to their
prayer list.

The family of Bonita Last-
er Henderson in her passing;
Mary Powles’ friend, Chris-
sy, whose husband passed
away; Ron Ury for health;
Gary Rider, who will need
more surgery soon.

Bobby Toler Jr., who has
serious health concerns;
Nikki Bates, who is having
issues with her MS medi-
cine costs; Justin Bonner for
health; Justin Richardson for
personal reasons.

Jack Knight, who had a
heart attack; Becky Poole,
who’s battling a bad infec-
tion; Scott LaRue, who will
be having back surgery.

Brad Vaughn, who goes for
tests soon; Johnnie Thomas,
for health concerns; Marcie
Bundren, who also has se-
rious health concerns; Jon-
athan Crawley, who needs
prayer for continued recov-
ery from a hit and run.

Fred Wood, who had suc-
cessful heart surgery, but has
a long recovery ahead; Sue
Starr, who is in the hospital
in Carbondale; prayers for
our new government; and
especially those who are in
need of salvation or a church
home, may God lead them
where He wants them.

Genetically modified corn decision
seen as win for Illinois corn farmers

By Tammie Sloup
FarmWeek

The United States’ victory
in its dispute over Mexico’s
decree to ban genetically
modified corn imports is good
news for [llinois corn growers.

United States Trade Rep-
resentative Katherine Tai an-
nounced the United States pre-
vailed in its dispute under the
United States-Mexico-Canada
Agreement, USMCA, chal-
lenging certain Mexican bio-
technology measures concern-
ing genetically engineered,
GE, corn.

The USMCA panel agreed
with the United States on all
seven legal claims, finding
that Mexico’s measures are
not based on science and
undermine the market access
that Mexico agreed to provide
in the USMCA.

“The panel’s ruling re-
affirms the United States’
longstanding concerns about
Mexico’s biotechnology pol-
icies and their detrimental
impact on U.S. agricultural
exports,” Tai said.

“It underscores the impor-
tance of science-based trade
policies that allow American
farmers and agricultural pro-
ducers to compete fairly and
leverage their innovation to
address climate change and
enhance productivity.

“We look forward to con-
tinuing our collaboration with
the Mexican government to
ensure a level playing field

and provide access to safe,
affordable and sustainable
agricultural products on both
sides of the border.”

The dispute challenged two
sets of measures reflected in
Mexico’s February 2023 pres-
idential corn decree, including
an immediate ban on the use
of GE corn in dough and
tortillas, and an instruction to
Mexican government agen-
cies to gradually eliminate the
use of GE corn for other food
uses and in animal feed. The
United States established the
panel in August 2023.

[llinois Farm Bureau pres-
ident Brian Duncan called
the decision an “important
victory.”

“It was a strong ruling on
behalf of U.S. corn growers
and a vital export market that
we need to remain open,”
Duncan told RFD Radio. “It’s
also a victory for rules-based
trade.”

IL Corn Growers Associ-
ation, ICGA, president and
Waterloo farmer Garrett Haw-
kins said the panel’s decision
is positive news for Illinois
corn farmers and Mexican
corn importers.

“As the largest corn export
state in the union, Illinois
corn farmers are proponents
of free trade agreements and
of making free trade agree-
ments work,” Hawkins said
in a statement.

“ICGA and the National
Corn Growers Association

had a significant role in fight-
ing this unscientific Mexican
government overreach and
urging the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative to challenge the
ban that would limit Mexican
buyers’ choices and reduce
U.S. market access.

“We are so happy to see the
ruling issued in our favor and
look forward to building our
trade relationship with our top
export customer for all types
of corn.”

From January through Oc-
tober 2024, the United States
exported $4.8 billion of corn
to Mexico, which is the United
States’ largest export market
for the grain.

The panel issued its final
report on Dec. 20. Under
USMCA rules, Mexico has
45 days from the date of the
final report to comply with the
panel’s findings.

The panel, in its report,
wrote that while Mexico is
seeking to address genuine
concerns in good faith, such
concerns should be “chan-
neled into an appropriate risk
assessment process, measures
based on scientific principles
and in dialogue among all
USMCA parties to facilitate
a constructive path forward.”

This story was distributed
through a cooperative project
between Illinois Farm Bureau
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and
Sfarming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.
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HELP
WANTED

HELP WANTED: Shaw-
nee Community College
is looking for full and
part-time Custodian for
their Ullin Campus and
The Massac County Ex-
tension Center. For more
information, please Call
618-634-3200 Ext. 3436
6-17gp

BUSINESS

Is your yard looking
rough? General and storm
damage clean-up. Old/
scrap vehicles bought on

consignment. Based in
Cobden. Call 618-615-
8951. 7-8¢g

PUBLIC
NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
BARBARA ANN
PORTERFIELD,

DECEASED.
NO. 2024-PR-30

IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE
NOTICE IF GIVEN to
creditors of the death of
BARBARA ANN POR-
TERFIELD, of Anna, II-
linois. Letters of Office
were issued on January
3, 2025, to STEPHEN R.
PORTERFIELD, of 4190
Burns Road, P.O. Box
84, Dongola, IL 62926,
whose attorney is Elvis C.
Cameron, 205B N. Main

St., Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the
effective date of the orig-
inal Order of admission,
you may file a petition
with the Court to require
proof of the Will by tes-
timony of the witnesses
in open Court or other
evidence, as provided by
Section 5/6-21 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/6-
21.)

You also have the right,
under Section 5/8-1 of
the Probate Act (755 IICS
5/8-1), to contest the va-
lidity of the Will by filing
a petition with the Court
within six (6) months af-
ter admission of the Will
to probate.

The estate will be ad-

ministered without Court
supervision unless, under
Section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Compiled
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, Par.

5/28-4), any interested
person terminates Inde-
pendent  Administration

at any time by mailing
or delivering a petition to
terminate ot the Clerk of
this Court.

Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of this
court at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Mar-
ket St., Jonesboro, Illi-
nois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on
or before July 16,2025, or
if mailing or delivery of
a notice from the Execu-
tor is required by Section
5/18-3 of the Probate Act
of the State of Illinois, the
date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the Executor
and to the attorneys with-
in ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

Dated: January 16, 2025.

STEPHEN R.
PORTERFIELD
CAMERON LAW
FIRM, LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR
INDEPENDENT
EXECUTOR

205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS
62906

PHONE: 618-833-2220
ARDC# 6244394
8221-949365

NOTICE UNDER
ASSUMED BUSINESS
NAME ACT
State of Illinois
SS
County of Union
Notice is hereby given
pursuant to “An Act in
relation to the use of an
Assumed Name in the
conduct of Transaction of
Business in the State,” as
Amended that a certifica-
tion was filed by the un-
dersigned with the County

Clerk of Union County,

Filed this 7th day of Jan-
uary, 2025, under the As-
sumed Name of Bread of
Life Cafe, with the place
of business located at
1155 E. Vienna St., Ste.
D, Anna, IL 62906, and
that the True Name(s) and
Residence Address of the
Sole Owner(s) and Propri-

etors of said Business is:
Owners: Vincent and
Naomi Hahn
Address: 2880
Friendship School Rd.,
Anna, IL 62906
Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk
8221-949364

Send Classified Ads
ana Legal Notices to
classifieds
@annanews.com

The Gazette-Democrat

Serving Union County
Since 1849.
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Bill would raise age for mandatory
license renewal driving test for seniors

By Ashley Soriano
and Medill Illinois News
Bureau

CHICAGO - Older
drivers in Illinois could
face fewer barriers to re-
new their driver’s licenses
next year as part of a bill
that would raise the age
for the state-mandated
annual driver’s test from
79 to 87.

Secretary of State Alexi
Giannoulias announced
support for House Bill
1226, joined by lawmakers
from both parties.

The measure, dubbed
the Road Safety and Fair-
ness Act, would impact
roughly 350,000 Illinois-
ans, according to Giannou-
lias.

[llinois is the only state
that requires a driving test
for seniors based on age.
Currently, people 79 and
above are required to take
a road test to renew their
license.

The proposed bill
comes after years of ef-
forts by some lawmakers
and advocates to raise the
“behind-the-wheel” driv-
ing test age and to establish
procedures to report unsafe
drivers.

“Age alone does not
necessarily determine if
someone should or should
not have a driver’s li-
cense,” said Giannoulias,
whose office oversees
driver’s license issuance
and vehicle registration,
at a news conference on
Tuesday,Jan. 14. “Abirth-
day is not an accurate
gauge of one’s ability
to get behind the wheel
safely.”

Older drivers tend to
have lower crash rates,
according to state data.
In 2023, the crash rate
for drivers aged 75 and
above was 24.61 per 1,000
drivers, which was lower
than any other age group,
according to the Illinois
Department of Transpor-
tation.

The low crash rate has
been consistent since at
least 2018, according to
the Secretary of State’s

Office’s 2023 Study on
Age-Related Driving Abil-
ities.

The crash rate is more
than double for many of
the other age groups.

“I think about my mom.
I don’t think my mom
would admit she’s a senior,
but she is someone that
is very much a safe driv-
er,” said state Sen. Ram
Villivalam, D-Chicago.
“I can’t think of someone
that I know that’s a safer
driver. This legislation
is removing this archaic
requirement and doing so
in a very balanced way.”

Villivalam, chair of the
Illinois Senate Transpor-
tation Committee, said
the road test is the number
one issue seniors reach out
to his office about in his
district, which includes
Chicago.

“They do not appreci-
ate being discriminated
against in this way. They
do want this barrier re-
moved,” he said.

Before the pandemic,
the road test for senior
drivers applied to people
over the age of 75 but a
temporary measure raised
the age to 79. This became
permanent last year after a
study from the secretary
of state’s office found the
number of crashes did not
increase significantly in
each age range.

Cosponsor State Rep.
Jeff Keicher, R-Sycamore,
referred to the legislation
as “the art of the possible,”
despite some pushback
from some other legisla-
tors.

The Road Safety and
Fairness Act would also
allow relatives to report
unsafe drivers.

Illinois is one of only
five states that do not allow
immediate family mem-
bers to report concerns
about a relative’s driving
ability, but the new leg-
islation, in partnership
with AARP Illinois, would
change that.

“Illinois AARP mem-
bers have asked our team
for years, ‘Why is Illinois

the only state in the nation
to use age as a factor to re-
quire people to retake their
driving test?’” Philippe
Largent, AARP Illinois
state director, said. “It’s
time for Illinois to join the
49 other states and take a
step forward in increasing
the age in which older driv-
ers in the state are required
to take a driving test.”

The proposed legisla-
tion would eliminate the
driving test for some, but
it would still require re-
newals at a DMV location
every one to four years,
depending on age.

Every four years, 79-
and 80-year-olds will still
need to renew their licens-
es in person, while drivers
between 81 and 86 years
of age will need to renew
every two years in person.
Those 87 and above will
renew annually in person,
and a vision test is required

for all age groups.

The bill moves Illinois
closer to being consistent
with other states’ driving
requirements, although it
remains one of the strictest
states when it comes to
license renewal for older
drivers.

Wisconsin requires
drivers of all ages to renew
their licenses every eight
years without a driving
test. Indiana once mandat-
ed a road test for seniors
but repealed it in 2005.
New Hampshire was the
last state besides Illinois
to do away with their age-
based road test in 2011.

“I would look at this as
where we’re able to get the
ball right now,” Keicher
said. “It doesn’t mean the
battle ends, but it does
mean this is where we’re
able to get from the feed-
back that we had during the
spring session (last year).”

The Road Safety and
Fairness Act will be con-
sidered in the upcoming
spring General Assem-
bly session. If passed and
signed by the governor, the
changes would take effect
July 1,2026.

Ashley Soriano is a
graduate student in jour-
nalism with Northwestern
University’s Medill School
of Journalism, Media, In-
tegrated Marketing Com-
munications, and a Fellow
in its Medill Illinois News
Bureau working in part-
nership with Capitol News
Hlinois.

Capitol News Illinois
is a nonprofit, nonparti-
san news service that dis-
tributes state government
coverage to hundreds of
news outlets statewide. It
is funded primarily by the
lllinois Press Foundation
and the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation.

Potawatomi Band land transfer
clears Illinois General Assembly

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD -
Nearly two centuries af-
ter losing its reservation
in Illinois in a land sale
that most people now
concede was illegal, the
Prairie Band Potawatomi
Nation could soon get its
land back.

In the final hours of a
lame duck session Tues-
day, Jan. 7, the Illinois
House gave final approv-
al to a bill authorizing the
state to hand over to the
tribe a 1,500-acre state
park in DeKalb County,
land that largely overlaps
the tribe’s original reser-
vation.

“You know, this has
been a struggle,” tribal
chairman Joseph ‘“Zeke”
Rupnick said in an inter-
view in the Statehouse
rotunda while waiting
for the House to take up
the bill.

Senate Bill 867 is the
culmination of nearly
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20 years of negotiations
between the tribe and the
state. The bill authorizes
the director of the Illinois
Department of Natural
Resources to deliver a
quitclaim deed to the tribe
for land that currently
makes up Shabbona Lake
and State Park.

The transfer of land,
however, would be con-
tingent on the state and
tribe executing a land
management agreement
under which the park
would continue to be op-
erated as a park and open
to the public.

“If there’s no agree-
ment, there’s no trans-
fer,” Rep. Will Guzzardi,
D-Chicago, the bill’s chief
House sponsor, said during
floor debate. “The land
does not get transferred
with the passage of this
bill. It is pending a land
management agreement to
keep the park a park.”

The Potawatomi Indi-
ans once occupied much
of the Great Lakes region,
but they were gradually
displaced by growing
European settlements. In
1829, the Treaty of Prai-
rie du Chien granted the
Prairie Band Potawatomi
two square miles, or
1,280 acres, in what is
now DeKalb County.

According to Rupnick,
Chief Shab-eh-nay, after
whom the park is named,
and several members of
his extended family lived
on that reservation. But
after passage of the Indi-
an Removal Act of 1830,
many other tribal mem-
bers left Illinois, eventu-
ally settling in northeast
Kansas, where the tribe is
now headquartered.

But around 1849,
Shab-eh-nay traveled
west to Kansas to check
on the status of tribal
members there. While
he was gone, the federal
government declared the
reservation land aban-
doned and sold it at public
auction.

The legality of that
sale, however, has always
been in doubt because un-
der federal law, tribal land
cannot be sold except by
an act of Congress. And
since Congress never
authorized that sale, and
the tribe has never relin-
quished its claim to the
land, all deeds and titles
to that land have been
legally clouded.

Most of the original
reservation is now part
of the state park, which
the state acquired in the
1960s. But some portions
of the original reservation
are now occupied by pri-
vate owners.

Rupnick said the

tribe’s efforts to rees-
tablish a reservation in
Illinois began in 2006
when it purchased about
130 acres of farm land
that had once been part of
the original reservation. It
also began petitioning the
U.S. Department of Inte-
rior to take the land into
trust as reservation prop-
erty, which the agency
finally did in April 2024.

“Once we started
meeting with lawmakers
down here (in Spring-
field), they realized that
a majority of the orig-
inal reservation was a
part of the state park,”
Rupnick said. “So DNR
at that time said, ‘Well,
since this is part of the
reservation, what would
you guys do if we said,
let’s turn it over to you?’
And 1 said, ‘Well, we’ll
take it.””

Rupnick said the state
legislation will go a long
way toward permanently
satisfying the tribe’s land
claims in Illinois.

In addition to push-
ing for SB 867, which
awaited Gov. JB Pritz-
ker’s signature, the Prai-
rie Band Potawatomi
are also seeking federal
legislation that would
settle the tribe’s claims
to remaining land on the
original reservation site
in exchange for a cash
payment that would al-
low them to repurchase
land currently in private
hands.

Speaking on the House
floor, Guzzardi said pas-
sage of the bill would be
a small step toward cor-
recting a historic injustice
committed in America
175 years ago.

“I firmly believe that
for all of our problems,
America is the greatest
country on Earth, and I’'m
proud to be American,”
he said.

“But I also don’t think
that the answer is to turn a
blind eye to the violence
and the ugliness of our
past, to rewrite the history
books, to gloss over the
unpleasant parts. I think
the answer is to look our
past square in the eye, the
good stuff and the bad
stuff, and when we rec-
ognize that we’ve done
wrong as a nation, to see
it, to own it, and to find
some way where we can
make it right.”

Capitol News Illinois
is a nonprofit, nonparti-
san news service that dis-
tributes state government
coverage to hundreds of
news outlets statewide. It
is funded primarily by the
Lllinois Press Foundation
and the Robert R. McCor-
mick Foundation.
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