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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

State police conduct enforcement operation on I 57

Last weekend’s ColorFest 
activities in Union County ap-
peared to be very successful.

***
Be sure to pay a visit to 

the Anna City Park to the see 
this year’s Pumpkin Town 
displays.

***
Some frost on the pumpkin 

might have been spotted at 
midweek...

***
The latest U.S. Drought 

Monitor update showed that 
as of Oct. 10, there were no 
drought conditions in Union 
County.

***
Congratulations to the 

SIRR-Ohio conference cham-
pion Anna-Jonesboro/Cobden 
boys’ soccer team.

***
A Halloween dance spon-

sored by the student council 
is planned Saturday night, 
Oct. 19, at Anna Junior High 
School.

***
Anna School District 37 

reported that its Donuts with 
Grownups event was a huge 
success.

***
A Fall Festival is planned 

Saturday, Nov. 16, at Lick 
Creek School.

***
The need continues for 

donations of dog food at the 
Union County animal control 
shelter.

***
Progress continues to be 

reported on the construction 
of Union County’s new animal 
control facility.

***
The Village of Cobden 

Christmas in the Village com-
mittee plans to meet Thursday, 
today. The meeting will be at 
5:30 p.m. at Cobden Village 
Hall.

***
A Trek N’ Treat event is 

planned from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 26, on the Post 
Oak Trail at Giant City State 
Park near Makanda.

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege is participating in the 
Illinois Community Colleges’ 
Feed the Need Food Drive 
until Nov. 30. Drop-off boxes 
are located on the college’s 
main campus near Ullin and 
extension centers in Anna, Al-
exander and Massac counties.

***
Tickets are on sale for the 

upcoming November per-
formances of “Tarzan: The 
Stage Musical” at Shawnee 
Community College.

***
The Southern Illinois Chap-

ter of the American Guild 
of Organists is planning to 
present a free “Halloween 
Extravaganza” concert at 
6:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 27, at 
Shryock Auditorium on the 
campus of Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale.

***
Girls and boys in grades 5-9 

can explore STEM careers at a 
conference which is scheduled 
Saturday, Nov. 2, at SIUC.

Illinois State Police, ISP, 
officers from Eastern and 
Southern Illinois joined forces 
to combat aggressive and un-
safe driving behaviors along 
Interstate 57 Oct. 3-7. 

The state police said in a 
news release that the operation 
focused its efforts on Inter-
state 57, starting at milepost 
zero in Alexander County 
and going all the way up to 
milepost 257 on the northern 
Champaign County border. 

Part of the interstate is in 
Union County.

Patrol officers from ISP 
Troops 7, 9 and 10, with 
assistance from ISP central 
and south Special Operations 
Group’s Fatal Four team, satu-
rated the interstate, enforcing 
Illinois Vehicle Code viola-
tions, especially speeding. 

The state police noted that 
speeding is a contributing fac-
tor in nearly one-third of all 
fatality crashes. 

Officers also focused on 
Motor Carrier Safety Inspec-
tions for commercial motor 
vehicles, a function unique to 
ISP officers. 

Over a quarter of all fatal 
crashes involving large trucks 
occur on the interstate. By 
focusing on this known data 
and taking proactive steps to 
correct unsafe driving behav-
ior,  the state police strive to 
decrease fatal and personal in-
jury crashes on the interstate.

The state police noted that 

during this high-visibility traf-
fic enforcement detail, there 
were no fatal crashes and only 
five accident reports filed for 
all 257 miles of Interstate 57.

The state police reported 
the following results from the 
operation:

Speeding citations issued, 
599. Speeding warnings is-
sued, 484. Motor Carrier 
Safety Inspections, 198. Move 
Over “Scott’s Law” citations 
issued, 16. Criminal arrests, 

six. Suspended/revoked/no 
driver’s license citations, 46.

The state police remind the 
public that the Move Over 
Law, also known as “Scott’s 
Law,” requires all drivers to 
move over when approaching 
an emergency vehicle, or any 
vehicle with its emergency or 
hazard lights activated.  

A person who violates the 
Move Over Law faces a fine 
of no less than $250 and no 
more than $10,000 for a first 
offense.

Pumpkin Town on display at Anna City Park
The Anna Kiwanis Club, left, and Stinson Memorial Library in Anna, are two of the participants who have created displays for this year’s 

Pumpkin Town event in Anna. Union County Chamber of Commerce & Economic Development, the Southernmost Illinois Tourism Bureau 
and the City of Anna are hosting the popular event. Pumpkin Town is scheduled to be on display through Oct. 31 at the Anna City Park. The 
theme for this year is “All Things Halloween.”

ColorFest celebrated in Anna, Jonesboro
ColorFest was celebrated last weekend with a wide range of special activities in Anna and Jonesboro. Warm, 

sunny weather prevailed for the festivities.

East Davie Street in Anna was packed with vendors and visitors on Saturday. 

Vendors were on hand for two days of ColorFest activities in Jonesboro.

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment joins in encouraging the 
public to be prepared for an 
earthquake.

This year’s Great Shake-
Out drill is set for 10:17 a.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 17.

Millions of people world-
wide will participate in earth-
quake drills at work, school 
or home. 

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment encourages families to 
be ready for an earthquake by 

practicing the Drop, Cover 
and Hold On drill and practice 
it often.

According to shakeout.org, 
you may only have seconds to 
protect yourself in an earth-
quake before strong shaking 
knocks you down or drops 
something on you. 

Practicing helps you be 
ready to respond. Here are 
some scenarios you can prac-
tice with your family.

If you are inside a build-
ing, move no more than a few 

steps, then Drop, Cover and 
Hold On:

Drop to the ground (before 
the earthquake drops you).

Take Cover by getting 
under a sturdy desk or table 
and...

Hold On to the desk or 
table until the shaking stops.

Stay indoors until the shak-
ing stops and you are sure it is 
safe to exit. In most buildings 
in the United States, you are 
safer if you stay where you are 
until the shaking stops.

If you are outdoors when 
the shaking starts, you should 
find a clear spot away from 
buildings, trees, streetlights 
and power lines, then Drop, 
Cover and Hold On. Stay there 
until the shaking stops.

If you are driving, pull over 
to a clear location, stop and 
stay there with your seatbelt 
fastened until the shaking 
stops. Once it does proceed 
with caution and avoid bridges 
or ramps that might have been 
damaged.

Entries still
accepted for
Veteran's
Day parade

Entries are still being ac-
cepted for the annual Veter-
an’s Day parade in Anna. The 
parade is scheduled Nov. 11.

The annual parade is hosted 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna.

The VFW is always looking 
for entrants willing to show 
their patriotism and respect to 
veterans with their participa-
tion in the parade. 

Businesses, organizations, 
clubs or groups that would 
like to participate in the pa-
rade can pick up an entry form 
at the Anna VFW post during 
regular business hours, which 
are scheduled from 1 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. Sunday through 
Saturday. 

The post is located at 70 
VFW Ln., just north of Anna, 
off old U.S. Route 51.

The deadline to submit an 
entry form for the parade is 
Nov. 4.

The theme for this year’s 
parade is “Served Our Coun-
try, Serving Our Community.” 

Complimentary chili and 
hot dogs will be served in the 
VFW hall to parade partici-
pants immediately following 
the parade. 

Certificates will be distrib-
uted to winning entries at that 
time as well.

Ground shaking during 
an earthquake is seldom the 
cause of injury. Move as little 
as possible to avoid falling 
debris or flying glass. Most 
injuries occur when people 
try to move more than a short 
distance during the shaking. 

Now is the time to iden-
tify safe places such as under 
sturdy furniture or against an 
interior wall. The safest place 
should be within a few steps 
to avoid injury.

(continued on page 2)

Being prepared for earthquake: Great ShakeOut drill set
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(continued from page 1)
In the past 25 years, scien-

tists have learned that strong 
earthquakes in the central 
Mississippi Valley are not 
freak events, but have oc-
curred repeatedly in the geo-
logic past. 

The area of major earth-
quake activity also has fre-
quent minor shocks and is 
known as the New Madrid 
Seismic Zone, NMSZ. 

The NMSZ is made up 
of several thrust faults that 
stretch from Marked Tree in 
Arkansas to Cairo in Southern 
Illinois.

To learn more about pro-
tecting yourself during an 
earthquake, call Southern 7 
Health Department at 618-
634-2297, extension 971123, 
or visit www.shakeout.org.

‘This is what 
really happened...

...some thoughts about newspapers
from the Oregon Digital Newspaper program’s website

“This is what really happened, reported by a free press to a free people.  It is the 
raw material of history; it is the story of our own times.” Henry Steel Commager

“Newspapers cannot be defined by the second word—paper.  They’ve got to be 
defined by the first word—news.” Arthur Sulzberg, Jr.

“A good newspaper is a nation talking to itself.” Arthur Miller

“The newspaper is a greater treasure to the people than uncounted millions of 
gold.” Henry Ward Beecher

“Were it left to me to decide if we should have a government without news-
papers, or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to 
prefer the latter.” Thomas Jefferson

“Most of us probably feel we couldn’t be free without newspapers, and that is 
the real reason we want newspapers to be free.” Edward R. Murrow

“People don’t actually read newspapers.  They step into them every morning 
like a hot bath.” Marshall McLuhan

“Every time a newspaper dies, even a bad one, the country moves a little closer 
to authoritarianism…” Richard Kluger

“I’d love to rise from the grave every ten years or so and go buy a few news-
papers.” Luis Bunuel

“All I know is what I read in the papers.” Will Rogers

Earthquake
drill

Earth Science Week events set
Earth Science Week is be-

ing observed with a series of 
free talks and an event which 
are scheduled at Southern Il-
linois University Carbondale.

Earth Science Week began 
Oct. 14 and continues through 
Oct. 19.

Started in 1998 by the 
American Geosciences Insti-
tute, Earth Science Week is 
aimed at promoting a better 
understanding and apprecia-

tion for the Earth sciences and 
to encourage stewardship of 
the Earth. 

This year’s theme is “Earth 
and Our Place in Space.” 

Faculty from SIU’s Center 
for Virtual Expression, the 
College of Agriculture, Life 
and Physical Sciences, and the 
STEM Education Research 
Center planned a week of 
activities, including a series 
of brown-bag lunch presenta-
tions aimed at promoting un-
derstanding and sustainability.

Free, public brown bag 
lunches run noon to 1 p.m. at 
various locations on campus. 
The schedule includes:

Thursday, Oct. 17. “Earth-
quakes and Faulting in the 
Central United States,” by 
James Conder, professor of 
geology, in Parkinson Hall, 
room 110.

Friday, Oct. 18. “Using AI 
in Earth and Space Science 
Research and Education,” by 
Tobias Merriman, assistant 
director of the Center for Vir-
tual Expression, in Faner Hall, 
room 2380.

Saturday Oct. 19, 4 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m., “Evening Under 
the Stars,” at the University 
Farms Observation Area. The 
free, family-friendly event in-
cludes astronomy and science 
activities and concessions, 
as well as free parking and 
shuttle service from Lot No. 
63 on the corner of Chautau-
qua and Oakland streets in 
Carbondale.

Illinois voters to consider three advisory 
questions on ballot in November election

By Andrew Adams
Capitol News Illinois

Lawmakers in Illinois are 
asking voters to weigh in on 
three hot-button issues on 
their ballots this year: election 
interference, income taxes and 
reproductive health care.

Voters in Illinois are being 
posed three “advisory” ques-
tions that ask voters whether 
they support a specific policy 
but aren’t legally binding. 

Lawmakers may take the 
results into account when 
considering what policies to 
advocate for in future legisla-
tive sessions.

The three questions, as they 
appear on ballots, are:

Should any candidate ap-
pearing on the Illinois ballot 
for federal, State, or local 
office be subject to civil penal-
ties if the candidate interferes 
or attempts to interfere with 
an election worker’s official 
duties?

Should the Illinois Consti-
tution be amended to create an 
additional 3% tax on income 
greater than $1,000,000 for 
the purpose of dedicating 
funds raised to property tax 
relief?

Should all medically appro-
priate assisted reproductive 
treatments, including, but not 
limited to, in vitro fertiliza-
tion, be covered by any health 
insurance plan in Illinois 
that provides coverage for 
pregnancy benefits, without 
limitation on the number of 
treatments?

These questions are being 
asked because lawmakers 
passed Senate Bill 2412 in 
early May, instructing state 
election officials to add them 
to ballots.

“All three of the questions 
deal with issues that are top 
of mind for voters or are is-
sues that have been reported 
on in the news media,” bill 
sponsor Rep. Jay Hoffman, D-
Swansea, said in an interview.

The last time advisory ques-
tions were placed on Illinois 
ballots statewide was in 2014. 
That year, three questions 
were posed to voters: one con-
cerning a potential increase 
to the state’s minimum wage, 
one concerning whether insur-
ers should be required to cover 
prescription birth control and 
one concerning a tax on in-
come over $1 million.

While Hoffman said he has 

“learned not to predict” how 
votes like this will go or how 
they will be used, he said that 
the 2014 vote “ultimately led 
to the passage of increasing 
the minimum wage.”

That measure passed in 
early 2019 after Gov. JB Pritz-
ker made a personal appeal to 
lawmakers shortly after taking 
office.

This year’s advisory ques-
tions have generated little in 
the way of campaigning, but 
some Illinois politicians have 
voiced support.

Former Gov. Pat Quinn is 
touring the state to encourage 
a “Yes” vote on an increased 
tax for incomes over $1 mil-
lion.

“It is important to let 
folks know that we do have 
a chance not only to vote 
for candidates, especially 
president, but we also have a 
chance in Illinois to vote on 
issues, issues that can make a 
difference in a family budget 
for years to come,” Quinn said 
at a Capitol news conference 
in late September.

The referendum, in addition 
to being similar to an advisory 
question in 2014, echoes parts 
of a constitutional amendment 
that was put to voters in 2020.

That amendment would 
have repealed the state’s con-
stitutional requirement for a 
flat income tax rate...a step 
that would still be necessary 
to implement the policy de-
scribed in this year’s advisory 
question.

When voters went to the 
polls in 2020, they rejected the 
amendment, a bruising result 
for Gov. JB Pritzker, who gave 
$58 million of his personal 
fortune to a campaign in favor 
of the graduated income tax.

Other Attempts at Ballot 
Measures

Some groups angled to get 
different questions on the 
ballot this year to no avail. 
Parents Matter Coalition, a 
conservative group launched 
late last year and backed by 
former Republican state Rep. 
Jeanne Ives, ran an unsuc-
cessful signature-gathering 
campaign for a ballot ques-
tion concerning parental dis-
closure for gender-affirming 
therapy and counseling.

That effort gathered only 
about 100,000 of roughly 
328,000 needed signatures, 
according to Ives. But the 
group was ultimately pre-
empted by the legislature 
because only three advisory 
questions may appear on a 
ballot in a given election.

At the time SB 2412 passed, 
Ives called it an “incredibly 
undemocratic way to defeat an 
electorate you oppose.”

In an interview with Capitol 
News Illinois, Ives again sug-

gested that including three 
ballot questions was a way to 
quash her group’s effort.

“They didn’t wait to see if 
we even had the signatures,” 
Ives said, later noting that she 
intends to revive the effort and 
get the question on a future 
ballot.

Hoffman didn’t comment 
directly on Ives’ character-
ization of the questions, and 
instead said that they were 
selected because of an interest 
from the public.

“These three questions 
were on the forefront of the 
news media when we passed 
these,” Hoffman said.

Other lawmakers attempted 
to put constitutional amend-
ments up for a vote, including 
proposals dealing with ethics 
reforms, guaranteeing hunting 
rights, voting qualifications 
and abortion.

In total, 34 constitutional 
amendments were introduced 
since the start of 2023 that 
could have appeared on this 
year’s ballot. They came 
mostly from Republicans, al-
though five came from Demo-
crats and one was introduced 
with bipartisan sponsorship.

None were considered in a 
legislative committee.

Local Referendums
Several counties will also 

weigh in on a local measure 
that is part of a broader seces-
sionist movement in Illinois.

Voters in Calhoun, Clin-
ton, Greene, Iroquois, Jersey, 
Madison and Perry counties 
will be casting votes to opine 
on whether downstate coun-
ties should consider separat-
ing from Cook County to form 
a new state.

Since 2019, at least 25 other 
counties out of Illinois’ 102 
have posed similar questions 
to voters. With the addition of 
the seven counties considering 
the issue in 2024, about 10.9 
percent of Illinois’ population 
outside of Cook County will 
have had the chance to vote 
on the issue since 2019.

In each of the counties 
that have already considered 
this, the results have leaned 
heavily in favor of separa-
tion. Between 70 percent and 
83 percent of voters in those 
counties favor exploring a 
split from Cook County, ac-
cording to Illinois Separation, 
a group that advocates for 
these referendums.

The proposal faces long 
odds of ever coming to frui-
tion. It would require action 
in Springfield and in Congress 
and has only happened three 
times in American history. 
Kentucky broke from Virginia 
in 1792, Maine broke from 
Massachusetts in 1820 and 
West Virginia broke from 
Virginia in 1863.

Additionally, Illinois At-

torney General Kwame Raoul 
told Jersey County’s state’s 
attorney in a 2023 memo that 
he believed counties without 
home rule powers do not have 
the legal authority to secede 
from the state.

In May, at an unrelated 
event in Madison County, the 
largest county to consider the 
question so far, Gov. JB Pritz-
ker said proposals like these 
“should not be on the ballot.”

“It shouldn’t be something 
that’s part of the lexicon and 
discussion of politicians,” he 
said. “We’re one state. We’re 
supporting each other.”

Other counties and mu-
nicipalities have referen-
dums about several issues. 
For example, the village of 
Oak Park and Peoria County 
are considering switching 
to ranked choice voting for 
future elections. They also in-
clude routine referendums on 
levying new taxes for schools, 
fire districts and other local 
governments.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Drive-thru
immunization
clinics set

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment is planning to offer 
drive-thru flu and COVID-19 
immunization clinics during 
October in area communities.

The health department not-
ed that no appointments are 
needed.

Regular and high dose flu 
vaccines will be available. 
Updated COVID-19 vaccines 
also will be available.

The clinics are open to 
families, community members 
and staff.

Vaccines are covered who, 
or in part, by most insurance 
companies. Those who plan 
to get a vaccine are advised 
to bring their health insurance 
card with them.

Participants also are asked 
to wear clothing that does not 
restrict access to the upper 
arm.

The schedule for the drive-
thru clinics include:

Oct. 23, Southern 7 public 
health clinic, Ullin, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Oct. 23, Cairo Airport, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Oct. 25, Fort Massac State 
Park, Metropolis, 9:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Dates and times are subject 
to change without notice, the 
health department advised.
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New Begininngs 
Gospel Music Singing

Join us on October 26th, 2024 for an 
incredible evening of Gospel Music!

Visiting us will be one of the most talented trios in Gospel 
Music - St. Louis' First Family of Gospel Music, The Lesters. 

Also in attendance will be the Canaan Land Boys and members 
from the New Beginnings praise and worship team.

Doors open at 5:30pm • Event starts at 6:30pm

New Beginnings Community Worship Center
100 Jenny Lane, Anna, IL 62906
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9 Family Yard Sale 
Saturday, October 19th 8am-5pm 

Proceeds go towards taking 
Our children to the Ark in Kentucky 
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Municipal Equipment CO 10981; NVB Playgrounds 5516; Postmaster 5113; Pro-1 Auto Body  
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Emergency Solutions 4434; Toyne, Inc. 385432; Union County Treasurer 13938; USA Blue Book 
3090; U.S Bank 5385; USDA Rural Development 48531; Utility Safety & Design 29394; Terrence 
Walsh 2650; WEX Bank 8062; Wiggs Excavating 44518; FICA/Medicare 46682; IMRF 36419; 
personal services less than $25000: Austin Lewey, Andrew Brumleve, Austin Sellars, Alex Palmer, 
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Subscribed and sworn on this 10th day of October, 2024.
    Seirra Brumleve, Village Treasurer

I, Karen M. Winzenburger, Village Clerk of the Village of Cobden, Union County, Illinois, do hereby 
�F�H�U�W�L�I�\���W�K�H���D�E�R�Y�H���L�V���D���W�U�X�H���F�R�S�\���R�I���W�K�H���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�·�V���5�H�S�R�U�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���À�V�F�D�O���\�H�D�U���H�Q�G�L�Q�J���$�S�U�L�O��
30, 2024.
    Karen M. Winzenburger, Village Clerk

�$�9�$�,�/�$�%�,�/�,�7�<���2�)���$�8�'�,�7���5�(�3�2�5�7
�9�,�/�/�$�*�(���2�)���&�2�%�'�(�1

The Audit Report for the Village of Cobden for the period of May 1, 2023 through April 30, 2024 as 
prepared by Kemper CPA Group is available for public inspection at the Cobden Village Hall, 112 
East Maple Street during the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Live music at ColorFest
Visitors to ColorFest last weekend in Jonesboro and Anna were treated to live 

musical entertainment.

Dueling Pianos/Eric Massey and Steve Hornbeak took to the stage in Anna.

Restless Roots performed in Jonesboro.

Diamond Dog performed in Anna.

Frost advisory issued at midweek for area
A frost advisory was is-

sued by the National Weather 
�6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I�À�F�H���L�Q���3�D�G�X�F�D�K���I�R�U��
early Wednesday morning 
in parts of Southern Illinois, 
Southeast Missouri and West-
ern Kentucky. Union County 
was included in the advisory. 

The advisory was in ef-

fect from 1 a.m. until 8 a.m. 
Wednesday. The weather ser-
vice advised that temperatures 
as low as 35 degrees would 
result in frost formation.

The frost could have caused 
harm to sensitive outdoor veg-
etation, the weather service 
cautioned. Sensitive outdoor 

plants may have been killed 
if they were left uncovered.

A low temperature around 
36 degrees was in the forecast 
for the Anna area on Wednes-
day morning.

Areas of frost were in the 
forecast again for Wednesday 
night and early Thursday 
morning (today), when a low 
of around 34 degrees was in 
the forecast.

Weather
High 84, low 39;
no precipitation 

Weather in the Union Coun-
ty area during the period 
of Oct. 8-14 was mild and 
dry. No precipitation was 
recorded.

Temperatures during the 
period ranged from a high of 
84 degrees to a low of 39.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Oct. 8: high 73, 
low 41.

Wednesday, Oct. 9: high 
78, low 42. 

Thursday, Oct. 10: high 80, 
low 45. 

Friday, Oct. 11: high 81, 
low 46. 

Saturday, Oct. 12: high 84, 
low 50. 

Sunday, Oct. 13: high 79, 
low 54. 

Monday, Oct. 14: high 63, 
low 39. 

A-J Honor
Society plans
trick-or-treat

The Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School National 
Honor Society is planning to 
have a special trick-or-treat 
event on Oct. 19.

Trick-or-treating with 
candy, games and prizes is 
planned from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
in the Union Hall lobby at 
A-JCHS.

Honor society members 
will be collecting monetary 
donations to help support the 
New Coats, New Hope Cam-
paign sponsored by WIBH 
Radio in Anna.

Faith & Blue
Weekend held

To strengthen communities 
and build better relationships, 
�W�K�H���,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V���6�W�D�W�H���3�R�O�L�F�H���� �,�6�3����
planned to co-host commu-
nity events with faith-based 
organizations around the state 
during National Faith & Blue 
weekend, Oct. 11-14.

Stinson to host presentation
by Native American author

�6�W�L�Q�V�R�Q�� �0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O�� �3�X�E�O�L�F��
Library in Anna is planning to 
host a presentation by Native 
American author Kim Sigafus.

The presentation is sched-
uled from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 26, in the 
downstairs auditorium at the 
library, which is located at 409 
S. Main St. in Anna. The event 
is free and open to the public.

The presentation is titled 
“Singing Bird and the Im-
portance of Native American 
Women in Illinois History.”

The presentation will high-
light the roles that Native 
American women played in 
shaping the history of Illinois, 
as well as the day-to-day-to-
day lives of these women. 

The presentation will in-

clude real items used by Na-
tive American women, which 
audience members will be 
able to interact with.

Sigafus plans to teach Na-
tive language and music with 
audience participation. 

Kim Sigafus is an award-
winning Ojibwa author and 
speaker. She has worked 10 
years in newspaper writing 
and photojournalism.

She has published chil-
dren’s books, young adult 
�E�R�R�N�V�����À�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Q�R�Q���À�F�W�L�R�Q����
Some of her published work 
will be available at the pre-
sentation to purchase. 

Bats will be featured
at event set in Jonesboro

A free “Get Batty” event 
is planned from 5 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 25, at 
�W�K�H���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���0�H�P�R�U�L�D�O���3�L�F�Q�L�F��
Grounds in Jonesboro.

The event hosted by the 
U.S. Forest Service/Shawnee 
National Forest is being held 
in recognition of Bat Week, 

which is Oct. 24-31.
Bat Week is an international 

celebration of the role of bats 
in nature. While bats contrib-
ute to seed dispersal and plant 
pollination around the world, 
in Illinois bats play a crucial 
role in controlling insects. 

“Get Batty” will feature a 
variety of bat stations. Kids 
can practice their skill as a 
wildlife biologist at the “bat 
cave” and see the tools used 
in monitoring bats. They will 
�E�H�F�R�P�H���E�D�W�V�� �´�Á�\�L�Q�J�µ�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G��
in a game of foraging, make 
a craft and much more.

Everyone will have an op-
portunity to learn how to sup-
port bats.

All ages are welcome. More 
information is available by 
calling the Shawnee National 
Forest Mississippi Bluffs 
Ranger Station at 618-833-
8576.

Blood drive
set at Anna
Junior High

Anna Junior High School is 
working as a partner with the 
American Red Cross to host a 
community blood drive

The Anna Junior High Stu-
dent Council plans to host 
the community blood drive 
with the American Red Cross 
from noon to 5 p.m. Oct. 21. 
The blood drive will be in the 
lower gymnasium at the junior 
high school.

For more information or 
to make an appointment to 
donate, sign up is available 
online at redcrossblood.org 
with sponsor code anna37.


