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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

As of Tuesday, the last rain
which had been recorded in
the Union County area fell on
Sept. 29, when .01 of an inch
of precipitation was measured
near Jonesboro.

skskeok

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah report-
ed on Tuesday that fire danger
would be heightened in parts
of Southern Illinois, Southeast
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky due to gusty winds and
dry conditions.

skskeok

Rain showers and thunder-
storms are possible in the area
on Friday; otherwise, there’s
not much rain in the forecast
through next Monday.

skskeok

More and more of the colors
of fall can be seen in trees in
Union County.

skskeok

Congratulations to Anna
School District 37 art teacher
Josh Shearer. He has been
named as a Distinguished
Member by the Illinois Art
Education Association. More
on this come...

skskeok

The Shawnee School Dis-
trict is proud and grateful for
all of the support which has
been shown for a veterans me-
morial located on the school
grounds in Wolf Lake. More
on this to come as well...

skskok

It’s that time of year again...
motorists are advised to watch
for deer on roads and high-
ways.

skskok

Don’t forget to check out
this year’s Pumpkin Town
displays at the Anna City Park.

skoskok

The Illinois Principals As-
sociation notes that Principal
Appreciation Day is Oct. 25.
Thank you to the principals
who serve at Union County
schools.

skoskok

The Union County Histori-
cal and Genealogy Society has
announced that the Christmas
Shop at 117 S. Appleknock-
er in downtown Cobden is
scheduled to open for its 22nd
season on Saturday, Nov. 2.
The shop is scheduled to be
open on weekends through
Saturday, Dec.21. The Christ-
mas Shop is the primary fund-
raiser for the all volunteer
society.

skoskok

Students and staff at South-
ern 7 Head Start sites through-
out the region participated in
the Great ShakeOut earth-
quake drill on Oct. 17.

kskesk

The Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School Marching
Wildcats planned to present a
“Ghost Ship” fan appreciation
show Tuesday night.

skoskok

The A-J Marching Wildcats
are teaming up with First
“Class” Cookies for a fund-
raiser Saturday, Nov. 9, at
Kiki’s Coffeehouse in down-
town Anna.

(continued on page 2)
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State police squad
car struck on I 24
in Johnson County

GRANTSBURG - Illinois
State Police, ISP, officials
investigated a traffic crash in
Johnson County involving an
ISP trooper who was hit by a
motorist who failed to move
over.

On Oct. 17, at approxi-
mately 3:50 p.m., an ISP
Troop 10 trooper was parked
with the trooper’s squad car’s
emergency lights activated,
providing traffic control for
a truck-tractor semi-trailer
fire on the right shoulder of
Interstate 24 eastbound near
milepost 21 in Grantsburg.

Rally set

to support
AFSCME
workers

Drug and chemical expo-
sures involving AFSCME
frontline workers will be ad-
dressed at a rally planned in
Union County.

The rally is set for 1 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 26, at the Cross
of Peace on Bald Knob Moun-
tain near Alto Pass.

Saturday’s rally is being
sponsored by My Brother’s
Keeper, a faith-based orga-
nization.

Marsha Griffin is the found-
er of My Brother’s Keeper.

Griffin said the purpose of
the rally is to draw attention
to all of the drug and chemical
exposures AFSCME frontline
employees have been exposed
to in Illinois prisons.

The general public, front-
line employees and their fami-
lies are invited to attend the
rally, Griffin said.

Weather
High 76, low 30;

frost; no rain

Weather in the Union Coun-
ty area during the period of
Oct. 15-21 continued to be
mild and dry. Once again, no
precipitation was recorded.

Temperatures during the
period ranged from a high of
76 degrees to a low of 30.

Following are highlights
for the period as recorded by
weather observer Dana Cross
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Oct. 15: high 57,
low 36.

Wednesday, Oct. 16: high
60, low 32. Frost.

Thursday, Oct. 17: high 65,
low 30. Frost.

Friday, Oct. 18: high 70,
low 33.

Saturday, Oct. 19: high 73,
low 35.

Sunday, Oct. 20: high 75,
low 37.

Monday, Oct. 21: high 76,
low 37.

Shawnee
High School
blood drive set

An American Red Cross
blood drive is planned
Wednesday, Oct. 30, at Shaw-
nee High School in Wolf Lake.

The blood drive is sched-
uled from 9 am. to 1 p.m. in
the old cafeteria at the school,
which is located at 3365 State
Route 3 North.

An appointment to be a
donor can be made by calling
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or by visiting Red-
CrossBlood.org and entering
ShawneeHS.

Approaching traffic failed
to reduce speed in time and a
separate three-vehicle crash
occurred near the trooper.

Immediately after, anoth-
er truck-tractor semi-trailer
swerved near the shoulder to
avoid the crash that had just
occurred, but instead side-
swiped the driver’s side of the
parked squad car.

The squad car’s driver side
was scratched and the mirror
was broken.

The trooper was inside of
the squad car at the time of
the crash and was not injured.

The driver of the truck-
tractor semi-trailer, identified
as 36-year-old Andrii Riabc-
hun of Chicago, was cited for
the Move Over Law: failure
to yield to a stationary emer-
gency vehicle.

This was the second Move
Over Law, also known as
Scott’s Law in Illinois, crash
involving an ISP squad car in
less than 24 hours.

Another trooper’s squad
car was struck earlier the
same day while assisting with
a shooting investigation in
Chicago. That driver was cited
for driving under the influence
and other violations.

Already in 2024, ISP has
suffered 19 Move Over Law-
related crashes with nine
troopers injured.

In 2023, ISP had 21 Move
Over Law-related crashes,
with seven troopers injured,
and suffered 25 crashes in
2022, leaving 13 troopers
injured.

ISP reminds the public that
the Move Over Law requires
all drivers to move over when
approaching an emergency
vehicle or any vehicle with
its emergency or hazard lights
activated.

A person who violates the
Move Over Law faces a fine
of no less than $250 and no
more than $10,000 for a first
offense.

If the violation results in
injury to another person, the
violator’s driver’s license will
be suspended for a mandatory
period of anywhere between
six months and two years.

“Trail of Treats’ welcomed visitors

Businesses in downtown Anna and on the square in Jonesboro hosted an annual
trick-or-treat event Saturday, afternoon Oct. 19. Costumed kids collected candy from
participating vendors along the “Trail of Treats.”
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Anna-Jonesboro National Bank along South Main Street in downtown Anna sent
sweets from the second story to trick-or-treaters below.

Jonesboro Police Department and Union County Sheriff’s Office ersnnel, Union
County Ambulance Service paramedics, other first responders and others handed
out candy on the square in Jonesboro. Photos by Benjamin Marxer.
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Giving ak to the community

On Oct. 10, 21 young Union County Children’s ColorFest Pageant participants worked diligently to support
the local food pantry at Salem Lutheran Church in Jonesboro. The girls collected over 1,200 pounds of food
that even filled a hallway. The girls said they want to bless Union County, a community that supports them in
so many different endeavors. Ava Townley brought in 262 pounds of food to be the community service winner.

Photo provided.
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News Notes

(continued from page 1)

A group of A-J football
players went to Carbon-
dale Saturday to support the
Marching Wildcats band at a
competition which was held
at SIU.

kskosk

Fifth and 6th grade students

Trek N’ Treat
walk planned
at Giant City

Giant City State Park near
Makanda is planning to kick
off Halloween with a Trek N’
Treat event from 1 p.m. to 3
p-m. Saturday, Oct. 26.

Visitors can walk the park’s
accessible Post Oak trail for an
easy, self-guided hike through
the forest.

The trail is roughly 1/3 of a
mile long and will take 20 to
30 minutes to walk.

Along the trail, hikers will
meet creature characters. They
will be sharing information
about some of the misun-
derstood creatures that call
Giant City home.There will
be treats and goodies for all
of the hikers.

For more information, call
the Giant City State Park visi-
tors center at 618-457-4836.

‘Night of
Living Health

Fair’ planned

Rural Health Inc. is plan-
ning to host its third annual
“Night of the Living Health
Fair.”

The Halloween season
event is scheduled from 5:30
p-m. to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 30, at Rural Health’s
clinic at 513 N. Main St. in
Anna.

The family friendly event
will feature resources from
area agencies, treats and food
that will be available for pur-
chase.

Rural Health noted that
“Night of the Living Health
Fair” is made possible “by
the participation of numerous
wonderful agencies.”

Pumpkin Walk
scheduled
in Alto Pass

A Halloween season Pump-
kin Walk is planned Wednes-
day night, Oct. 30, on the
Quetil Trail in Alto Pass. The
event is scheduled from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m.

Organizers said the event
will be a not so scary haunted
trail walk for the whole fam-
ily.

The Pumpkin Walk will
feature candy, costumes and
hot apple cider.

from Anna School District 37
attended events last week at
the Fort Massac Encampment

in Metropolis.
sksksk

The Lick Creek School
Booster Club’s first trivia
night was reported to have

been a success.
skkosk

Lick Creek School is wel-
coming donations for silent
and live auctions which are
planned at the school’s up-
coming Fall Festival, which
is scheduled Nov. 16.

Kk

Parent/teacher conferences
are scheduled Thursday, to-
day, at Friday, in the Cobden
School District.

skskosk

A Sausage & Brew Fest is
planned Saturday afternoon,
Oct. 26, at Havisham Bour-
bon, Brew & Spirits in Alto

Pass.
skkosk

The Southern Illinois
Opry’s Christmas Special is
set for 8 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
30, at the Davie School Inn
in Anna.

skskosk

Southernmost Delta Em-
powerment Zone had a 25th
anniversary celebration
Thursday evening, Oct. 17, at
Shawnee Community College
near Ullin.

sksk

Another meeting of the
Village of Cobden Christmas
in the Village Committee is
planned Thursday, today. The
meeting is set for 5:30 p.m. at
Cobden Village Hall.

sksksk

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah has
announced plans for an event
to commemorate of the 100th
anniversary of the Tri-State
Tornado, which occurred in
1925. The commemoration
event is planned Saturday,
March 15,2025, at Murphys-
boro High School.

skksk

Shawnee Community
College and its allied health
and nursing students have
been busy supporting sev-
eral causes, including breast
cancer awareness, domestic
violence awareness and preg-
nancy and infant loss aware-
ness.

sksksk

Shawnee Community Col-
lege Highway Construction
Careers Training Program
students underwent forklift
training.

skksk

State Sen. Terri Bryant,
R-Murphysboro, welcomed
near 50 high school students
from 18 schools Oct. 10 at
Rend Lake College at Ina
for an annual youth advisory
council event.

Union County Children’s ColorFest queens crowned

On Saturday, Oct. 12, at the Shawnee Hills Arts Council (formerly known as the Anna Arts Center), four new

/

Baker.

Miss Union CountyChiIdren’s ColorFest: Taylor

Junior Miss Union County Children’s ColorFest: Eva
Bridges.

Union County Children’s ColorFest queens were crowned. Photos by Hannah Prendergast Photography.

Little Miss Union County Children’s ColorFest: Jewels

Watson.

Anderson.

Princess of Union County Children's CoIorFeét: Olivia

B
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Wellness on Wheels
visit set at courthouse

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment, STHD, has announced
that a Wellness on Wheels,
WOW, Van Clinic visit is
scheduled Oct. 30 at the Union
County County Courthouse in
Jonesboro.

Hours for the visit are
planned from 9:30 a.m. to
noon and from 1 p.m. to 3:30
p.m.

Clinic dates, times and
available services are subject
to change without notice.

The health department re-
minds the public that it offers
STD and HIV testing and free
condoms on the WOW van
and at each of its seven public
health clinics in the area.

Free services which are
available include NARCAN
training, blood pressure
checks, home colorectal can-
cer tests (FIT), medication
disposal packets, COVID test
kits and condoms.

Charged services which are
available include blood lead,
hemoglobin and cholesterol
screenings, STD tests (includ-
ing chlamydia, gonorrhea and
syphilis), HIV, pregnancy and
TB skin tests, TD/Tdap shots
for adults, well water tests
and hereditary genetic cancer
testing.

Charged services, exclud-
ing a well water test, require
a health insurance card.

All services, both free and
charged, will be offered while
supplies are available on the
day of service.

Flu shots will be provided
to patients based on vaccine
availability on the day of the

clinic and while supplies last.
Health insurance cards are
required.

Southern 7 advised that
those who want to request a
COVID-19 booster should
contact their local public
health clinic for details.

Through a grant funded
by the Illinois Department of
Public Health, IDPH, South-
ern 7 Health Department
provides many health care
services through IDPH WOW
Van Clinics.

The WOW Van rotates
through high, health-risk com-
munities each Wednesday in
the lower seven counties in
Illinois.

The Wellness on Wheels
van is a multidisciplinary
unit which is available to
the Southern Seven Health
Department through a part-
nership with IDPH to provide
health screenings and other
services.

IDPH partners with health
agencies and hospitals to
provide staff and services at
the Wellness on Wheels van at
sites where people can come
for medical services.

No appointment is needed
for services. Walk-ins are
welcome.

More information about
the WOW programs, upcom-
ing dates and learning how to
become a sponsoring location
is available by contacting
Sharyl Betts at 618-634-2297,
extension 970154, or by vis-
iting S7THD on Facebook,
Instagram and X, through the
Southern 7 app and at www.
southern7.org.

Alto Pass veterans group
plans to conduct ceremony

The Alto Pass Area Veter-
ans Memorial organization
is planning to conduct a cer-
emony at 11 a.m. Saturday,
Nov. 2.

The ceremony will be at the
Veterans Memorial in down-
town Alto Pass.

The ceremony will honor
the memory of area veterans,
including those whose names
have been recently engraved
on the Veterans Memorial.

The Nov. 2 dedication will
include the names of Earl R.
Penrod, Jimmie Dale Rhodes,
James Meredith Tanner and
Raymond Lee Hickam.

The ceremony will include

a three-volley salute by local
veterans.

The Alto Pass Area Vet-
erans Memorial group is a
non-profit organization which
is responsible for creating and
maintaining the Alto Pass
Veterans Memorial.

The memorial honors U.S.
military veterans who have
passed away and were from
the Alto Pass area. Veterans
from the Alto Pass area are en-
couraged to become members.

Donations for the mainte-
nance of the memorial can
be sent to Alto Pass Veterans,
194 Sapphire Rd., Alto Pass,
111. 62905.

'Living with Wildlife' talk by
Anna arborist set in Carbondale

“Living with Wildlife” is
theme for an upcoming pre-
sentation by certified arborist
Tom Caldwell.

The presentation will start
at a meeting which is set for
6 p.m. Friday, Oct. 25, in
Carbondale. The event will
be in the meeting room at
Carbondale Township Hall
and is being presented by the
Southern Illinois Audubon
Society.

Township hall is located at
217 E. Main St. Entrance to
the hall is from the rear of the
building (at 216 E. Monroe
St.). Two parking lots are
available. Mask wearing is
welcome, but not required.

Caldwell plans to share
stories from his years as a
volunteer at the Vince Shute
Wildlife Sanctuary in Orr,
Minn.

He will talk about how local
bears had become accustomed
to human contact as the sanc-
tuary steered them back to
their wild ways while also
promoting a facility for educa-
tion, research and ecotourism.

Caldwell is a certified ar-
borist with a degree in horti-
culture. He currently serves as
arborist for the City of Anna.
He is a student in the forestry
program at Southern Illinois
University Carbondale and
is retired from the community
college system.

Caldwell and his wife,
Nancy, live on a 40-acre plot
in rural Union County, where
they are planting natives and
removing invasives. His prop-
erty has been established
as a certified tree farm and
provides habitat for wildlife.
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News from meets at 9 a.m. each Sundayjews from
) ) morning. . i
Anna First Baptist Church e s wostio sence st Baptist Church, Jonesboro
Anna First Baptist Church met ~ The sermon recalled that “JohnChildren’s church is offered for  On Sunday, Oct. 20, Pastor Music director Dee Rose led Schuster, Doris Whiteside, Oc
for worship after Sunday Schoolthe Baptist was a prophet whothe younger age group. Perry Williams spoke in the worship. Debbie York played 24; Stacy Freeman, Oct. 2
on Sunday, Oct. 20. served as a forerunner to Jesus The church has a youth pro morning service. His messagethe piano. Jayson Rose sangfacey Shipley, Oct. 27.
Pastor Lupe greeted everyoneChrist, proclaiming His coming gram which meets at 6 p.m.asked “Are you where Godthe song “Don't Stop Praying”  The regular schedule for wo
in the sanctuary and those watchand urging people to repent anceach Wednesday. The churclwants you to be?” He spokeas a special. ship at Jonesboro First Bapti
ing on the church’s live stream. be baptized. has a prayer time at 6 p.m. orabout the lives of Old Testament The evening service was canincludes Sunday School class
Announcements were read. “He witnessed to the identity Wednesday. characters such as Jeremialtelled so everyone could attencbn Sundays at 9 a.m., Sund
Prayer was said over the prayeof Jesus as the Lamb of God who The church has a bus whichNoah, Abraham and Moses.the Clear Creek Baptist Asseci morning worship at 10 a.m
list. takes away the sins of the worldruns for all of its programs and Scripture was from Jeremiah andation’s 194th annual meeting,and Sunday evening worsh
Cissi Cuthbertson did the call -RKQ DOVR WHVW LA bfyicéé Kitddhhatidh ¥ &vZilabléGenesis in the Old Testament. which was held at United Mis at 6 p.m.
to worship, which was on graceSpirit of God descend upon Jesudy calling the church’s office  The service was sent bysionary Baptist Church. Youth meet from 6 p.m. tc
and assurance. DW +LV EDSWLVP Q‘iicgaedlhQJ +LV transmitter station 87.9 for Men’s and women’s Bible 7 p.m. on Sundays and from
The worship team did the mu divine mission. The church’s service is on You those who wanted to listen onstudies were scheduled at 6 p.np.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednesday
sic, which included “I Surrender  “Though he attracted many Tube at Anna First Live Stream. the radio. The service was alsdvionday, Oct. 21. The Dig-In program for chil
All,” “O Come to the Altar” and followers, John humbly directed  First Baptist Church is locatedlive streamed on Facebook. The newsletter team plans tadren meets at 6 p.m. on Wedne
“Way Maker.” them to Jesus, declaring that heD W ORUJDQ 6W LQheQlkuxh'g Fagdahook pagemeet at 9 a.m. Thursday, todaygays.
Pastor Lupe’s sermon was titlednust decrease while Christ mushours are scheduled from 9 a.mJonesboro FBC, has videodo fold newsletters. Adult prayer meeting an
“Can | Get a Witness?” Scriptureincrease.” to 3 p.m. The church’s phoneand the latest information about  Birthdays: Joyce Holshouser,Bible study are scheduled ¢
was from Jeremiah and Ezekiel. ~ Sunday School for all agesnumber is 833-5416. possible closings. Oct. 21; Weslynn Ellis, Taylor Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

MINDFUL OF THE
MOMENT

Photo Credit: istockphoto/W1zzard

here is a thought that goes something like this... “Yesterday

a cancelled check; tomorrow is a promissory note. What w
you do with the treasure that is today?” It something to consid
the energy we spend regretting the past and worrying about {
future. We can, however, learn from the past and plan and trd
God for our future. Most importantly, we can delight in today
since this time will never return. If we are to relish the moment y
must possess the peace of mind that only He can provide. D¢
let worry and regret weigh you down; delight in the serenity of H
sanctuary in your house of worship this week.

Daily Bible Readings
lsaiah  Isaiah Isaiah  Amos Amos Amos Amos
57:1-21 58:1-14 59:1-21 1:1-15 21-16 3115 4:1-13
Scriptures Selected by the American Eibl®8ibciegvotional at www.AmericanBible.
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