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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

It’s almost time to “fall 
back”… Daylight Saving 
Time comes to an end early 
Sunday morning, Nov. 2. 
Remember to set your time 
pieces back one hour before 
going to bed Saturday night.

***
November’s arrival also 

brings with it Veterans Day 
(and the VFW’s Veterans Day 
parade in Anna) on Nov. 11, 
Thanksgiving Day on Nov. 27 
and Christmas in Downtown 
Anna on Nov. 29, as well as 
other seasonal events.

***
The City of Anna is wel-

coming support for this year’s 
observance of Wreaths Across 
America. Information on how 
to purchase a wreath to be 
placed on the grave of a veter-
an at the Anna City Cemetery 
is available by visiting the 
city’s website at cityofanna.
org.

***
Shawnee Hills Arts Council 

in Anna is planning to host its 
annual Salute to Veterans and 
Active Duty Service Members 
dinner and show on the eve-
ning of Nov. 10. The tribute 
begins at 6 p.m. at the arts 
council, which is located at 
123 W. Davie St.

***
The Nov. 29 Christmas in 

Downtown Anna celebration 
will include a Light Up the 
Night Lights Parade. To par-
ticipate in the parade, visit 
https://www.unioncounty.biz/
lights/.

***
Happy Halloween to all. As 

always, motorists are remind-
ed to be alert Friday evening, 
Oct. 31, when the little ones 
will be out trick-or-treating.

***
Congratulations to the An-

na-Jonesboro Community 
High School girls’ and boys’ 
cross country teams. The A-J 
girls won their fourth straight 
regional championship. The 
A-J boys finished third at the 
regional. Both teams are head-
ed to this weekend’s sectional 
competition at Wesclin.

*** 
A-JCHS was scheduled to 

host an American Red Cross 
blood drive on Oct. 28.

***
The A-JCHS Beta Club 

is planning to host a Trivia 
Night on Friday, Nov. 14, in 
the school’s cafeteria. Doors 
open at 6 p.m., trivia starts at 
6:30 p.m. Teams of six can 
enter for $120.

***
Anna School District 37 

put out a call last week news-
papers that are needed by the 
district’s art department, Stu-
dio 37. Donations of newspa-
pers could be brought to Anna 
Junior High School.

***
More than 100 students and 

family members attended a 
Kindergarten Literacy Night 
event last week at Lincoln 
Elementary School in Anna.

***
A Halloween parade is 

planned Oct. 31 at Jonesboro 
School.

(continued on page 2)

Anna VFW post’s important role in community 
highlighted at county commissioners meeting

Anna VFW parade float
A VFW Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 float is a familiar sight at many parades in Union County. The photograph 

was taken during the 2024 Veterans Day parade in Anna. The annual parade is sponsored by Anna post. This 
year’s parade is set for Tuesday, Nov. 11, again in Anna. 

A message highlighting the 
role of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Carroll P. Foster No. 
3455 of Anna in the commu-
nity was shared at last week’s 
regular meeting of the Union 
County Board of Commis-
sioners. The meeting was 
Friday morning, Oct. 24, at the 
Union County Courthouse in 
Jonesboro.

Moment of Silence
After the meeting opened, 

and before discussion began 
about items on the agenda 
for the session, a moment of 
silence was held for members 
of the family of a statewide 
candidate for public office. 
Capitol News Illinois reported 
that four members of Illinois 
Republican candidate for gov-
ernor Darren Bailey’s family 
were killed in a helicopter 
crash on Wednesday, Oct. 22, 

the campaign announced early 
Thursday morning, Oct. 23.

According to the campaign, 
Bailey’s son Zachary, his 
daughter-in-law Kelsey and 
two grandchildren, 12-year-
old Vada Rose and 7-year-old 
Samuel, died when the heli-
copter Zachary was piloting 
crashed in Montana. The cou-
ples’ 10-year-old son, Finn, 
was not on board at the time.

Following the moment of 
silence, the board proceeded 
with discussion about matters 
on the agenda.

Helping VFW to Help the 
County

VFW Carroll P. Foster No. 
3455 member Clay Mitchell 
attended Friday’s meeting. 
Mitchell highlighted the many 
events which are held at the 
post, which is located at 70 
VFW Ln. near Anna, just off 

Anna reviewing 
proposals for 
solar project

Anna officials are reviewing 
proposals for the possible de-
velopment of a commercial so-
lar energy project on the city’s 
closed municipal landfill site.

The project was on the agen-
da at last week’s regular meet-
ing of the Anna City Council. 
The meeting was Tuesday eve-
ning, Oct. 21, at Anna City Hall.

The city has received three 
proposals for the possible proj-
ect. City council members 
will review the proposals. The 
proposals will be discussed at 
the city council’s next meeting. 
Council meetings are scheduled 
at 5 p.m. on the first and third 
Tuesday of each month at Anna 
City Hall.

Developers would lease 
property on the landfill site for 
development. The closed land-
fill site is located along Kaolin 
Road near Anna.

In other business at last 
week’s meeting:

A resolution approving an 
intergovernmental agreement 
with Union County animal con-
trol was passed. The city will 
allocate $27,745.92 to animal 
control.

The council authorized the 
spending of $15,947.84 from 
the street capital equipment 
fund for the purchase of two 
snow plows to be attached to 
city trucks.

Southern 7 shares update 
on federal budget impasse

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment reported this week that 
it continues to be aware of 
concerns brought to families 
served through the Head Start 
and WIC programs as a result 
of the recent federal govern-
ment shutdown and continues 
to monitor the situation daily. 

The health department an-
nounced in a news release 
that it wants to assure every-
one that despite delays in the 
passage of a federal budget, 
services will continue as usual 
until it learns otherwise.

Earlier this month, South-
ern 7 reported that WIC would 
be open and operational in 
Illinois with resources avail-
able through October. That 
deadline has been extended 
through November.

Southern 7 is expecting 
funds for Head Start to con-
tinue through the end of this 
year. No program changes are 
planned at this time.

The health department 
shared that it appreciates the 
patience and understanding 

of those impact by the federal 
budget impasse. Those who 
have questions can contact the 
Southern 7 Health Department 
office at 618-634-2297.

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment is a public health depart-
ment that serves communities 
in the seven southernmost 
counties in Illinois, focusing 
on disease prevention, pro-
moting healthy lifestyles and 
ensuring access to healthcare 
services. Southern 7 serves 
as the Head Start grantee for 
the region.

WIC is a federally funded 
program offered through the 
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture that provides federal 
grants to states to safeguard 
the health of low-income 
women, infants and children 
up to age 5 who are at nutrition 
risk by providing nutritious 
foods to supplement diets, 
information about healthy 
eating and referrals to health 
care. WIC is available at 
each Southern 7 public health 
clinic.

Recent weather includes 
rain, frost advisory in area

Recent autumn weather in 
the Union County area includ-
ed a frost advisory and five 
straight days with rain. Rain 
fell in on Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, Monday and again 
on Tuesday.

Areas of drizzle, mist and 
patchy fog were expected to 
continue on Tuesday morn-
ing. The National Weather 
Service office in Paducah 
reported that widespread 
rainfall was expected to begin 
late Tuesday and continue 
through Wednesday. Tem-
peratures were expected to 
remain unseasonably cool 
through Halloween, which is 
Friday, Oct. 31.

Sunshine and a high tem-
perature are expected for Hal-
loween. The low temperature 
is expected to drop into the 
upper 30s Friday night.

Drought Update
The rain which fell in the 

region came after a U.S. 
Drought Monitor update on 
Thursday, Oct. 23, showed 
that area counties were still 
experiencing abnormally dry 
and moderate drought con-
ditions. 

Moderate drought was re-
ported in northwestern Union 

County, all of Jackson County, 
northern Williamson Coun-
ty, southern Alexander and 
Pulaski counties and most of 
Massac County. 

Abnormally dry conditions 
were reported in much of 
Union County, the northern 
part of Alexander County, 
most of southeastern Wil-
liamson County, northwestern 
Pulaski County and extreme 
southeastern Massac Coun-
ty. Abnormally dry condi-
tions also were reported in 
a small part of northwestern 
and southern Johnson County. 

No drought conditions were 
reported in part of eastern 
Union County, most of north-
ern Johnson County and a 
very small part of southeastern 
Williamson County.

Frost Advisory
The Weather Service late 

last week issued a frost ad-
visory for parts of South-
ern Illinois (including Union 
County), Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky. The 
advisory was in effect early 
Friday morning, Oct. 24. 
Temperatures as 34 degrees 
were possible and could have 
resulted in the formation of 
frost. 

Christmas Shop 
slated to open 
in Cobden

The Christmas Shop at 117 
S. Appleknocker in Cobden is 
scheduled to open for the 2025 
holiday season at 9 a.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 8.

The shop, which is the pri-
mary fundraiser for the Union 
County Historical Society, 
is scheduled to be open on 
weekends through Dec. 20: on 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and on Sundays 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
On Friday afternoons, hours are 
by chance or appointment.

Items for sale this year in-
clude trees of all sizes, lights, 
ornaments, Jim Shore, Hall-
mark, Dept. 56, Nativities, 
picks, florals, wreaths, glass-
ware, snowmen and a large 
selection of Santas.  The selec-
tion includes upscale, new and 
gently used merchandise.

The Union County Historical 
Society, an all volunteer orga-
nization, owns and operates 
the Union County Museum in 
downtown Cobden and spon-
sors history fair in local schools, 
as well as special events and 
exhibits.

For more information, call 
618-893-2567, 618-893-2067 
or 618-893-2865.

Weather
High of 70, low 34;
1.24 inches of rain

Temperatures for the period 
of Oct. 21-27 in the Union 
County area ranged from a 
high of 70 degrees to a low of 
34. Precipitation totaled 1.24 
inches of rain.

Following are highlights for 
the period as recorded by local 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Oct. 21: high 70, 
low 42.

Wednesday, Oct. 22: high 
66, low 36.

Thursday, Oct. 23: high 65, 
low 37.

Friday, Oct. 24: high 64, 
low 34. 0.01 of an inch of rain.

Saturday, Oct. 25 : high 67, 
low 52. 0.05 of an inch of rain.

Sunday, Oct. 26: high 57, 
low 51. 1.02 inches of rain.

Monday, Oct. 27: high 55, 
low 51. 0.16 of an inch of rain.

of old U.S. Route 51, as well 
as challenges the organiza-
tion is facing. Mitchell said 
he plans to continue sharing 
updates about the Anna VFW 
on a regular basis with county 
officials.

Information shared by 
Mitchell  at  the meeting 
showed the VFW will be 
hosting 40 events this year. 
Events hosted by the VFW 
which were shared at the 
board meeting include:

A youth hunter banquet, 
Pay It Forward Christmas 
gifts for the needy, a school 
supplies collection. First Fri-
day fish fries; each person 
who buys a dinner submits a 
charity…a drawing is held in 
which the winner receives 10 
percent of the gross for event 
– in August, it was school or-
ganizations and they received 
25 percent. A Ducks Unlimit-
ed banquet, a National Wild 
Turkey Federation banquet, a 
Lincoln Day dinner, wedding 
receptions (for those events, 

there is a charge for the use 
of the hall). Events like Glow 
Bingo, a Kentucky Derby par-
ty, Octoberfest and Jeep runs. 
A golf scramble also is held to 
support the organization.

The post also welcomes 
such events as birthday par-
ties, anniversaries, a grad-
uation party, fund-raisers 
due to illness for families 
and practices for the Union 
County Fair queen pageant. 
The post charges nothing for 
such events if those using the 
hall clean the place after they 
use it.

Honor Guard
The Anna VFW has an hon-

or guard which participates in 
a Memorial Day ceremony at 
the post, the Cobden Peach 
Festival parade, the Veterans 
Day parade in Anna, Consti-
tution Day in Jonesboro and 
the fair queen pageant and the 
Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School homecoming 
parade, if asked.

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
Cobden High School’s 

yearbook has earned Na-
tional Yearbook Program of 
Excellence Award gold level 
recognition for outstanding 
performance by the advisor 
and staff.

***
Five Cobden Junior High 

School FCA leaders partici-
pated in a recent annual FCA 
leadership conference held 
at Rend Lake College in Ina.

***
Cobden School District 

parent/teacher conferences 
are scheduled Thursday and 
Friday, October. 30-31.

***
Stinson Memorial Public 

Library District announced 
on social media that it will 

have a delayed opening on 
Nov. 6 until 10:30 a.m. for 
state-mandated training.

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege reports that fall 2025 
enrollment has grown 5.4 
percent compared to fall 
2024 numbers. The college’s 
enrollment has grown 15.7 
percent since the fall of 2021.

***
Spring registration is un-

derway at Shawnee Com-
munity College. The spring 
semester is scheduled to start 
Jan. 12, 2026.

***
The first firearm deer hunt-

ing season in Illinois is sched-
uled Nov. 21-23, followed by 
the second season on Dec. 
4-7.

News Notes

Anna VFW

Anna VFW post
The VFW’s Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 is located north of Anna. The local organization was the focus of 

discussion at a regular meeting of the Union County Board of Commissioners which was held Friday morning, 
Oct. 24.

Halloween health fair
Health care providers from across the region fathered 

on Friday, Oct. 24, to hand out candy to kids at the 
annual Night of the Living Health Fair hosted by Rural 
Health Inc. in Anna. 

(continued from page 1) 
The VFW honor guard does 

nearly 50 funerals each year. 
A small number of those fu-
nerals are for deceased VFW 
members, the rest are for 
veterans who are not mem-
bers of the organization. The 
honor guard does all veteran 
services that it is asked to do. 

Often, a full honor guard is 
not available for those events 
– simply because there are 
not enough men and women 
who can physically walk the 
parade route or stand long 
enough for a funeral. 

Veterans Day Parade
The Anna VFW sponsors 

an annual Veterans Day pa-
rade in Anna. The parade is 
a longstanding tradition in 
Union County. This year’s 
parade is set for Tuesday, 
Nov. 11. 

The Anna post takes care of 
invitations to parade partici-
pants, determines the order of 
those participating in the pa-
rade, sets up a podium, finds 
judges and presents awards. 
A free meal is served at the 
post to participants after the 
parade. Participation in the 
parade is free.

Supporting the VFW
Mitchell shared some VFW 

history and addressed chal-
lenges facing the organiza-
tion.

Twenty-five years ago, the 
VFW district which includes 
the Anna post had right at 30 
posts. Today, that number is 
down to 11. The vast majority 

of the posts that closed did so 
due to a lack of active mem-
bers and community support.

County officials were 
urged to help convince el-
igible veterans to join and 
participate in the Anna post. 
Mitchell chose an “arbitrary 
number” of an additional nine 
veterans who could help: 
“You get nine vets to join 
and participate…it’s a game 
changer.”

Mitchell encouraged those 
at the meeting to “help con-
vince eligible family mem-
bers to join and participate 
in the VFW Auxiliary. Men 
and women who have a par-
ent, grandparent, sibling or 
child who is VFW eligible 
can join.”

“Help convince veterans 
to join the American Legion,” 
he added. “While they are 
separate from the VFW, they 
can sure help with the honor 
guards.”

Volunteer help from those 
in the community also would 
be welcomed. “Volunteer once 
in a while, even if you’re not 
eligible to join,” Mitchell 
stated. “If the post had nine 
people who help out a couple 
of times a year for a few hours, 
it would be a game changer. 
Help cook fish, serve at a 
turkey banquet, clean up after 
Glow Bingo, take a dessert to 
one of the events.”

Support for events held at 
the Anna post was encouraged 
and would be welcomed, such 
as attending and sponsoring 

Food drive underway 
at Shawnee College

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is joining community 
colleges across Illinois this 
fall to help address food in-
security through the second 
annual Feed The Need Cam-
pus Food Drive. 

The food drive began Oct. 
15 and continues through 
Dec. 1. Shawnee Commu-
nity College will collect 
non-perishable food items 
on campus. Donations will 
benefit Bernie’s Place on 
the college’s main campus 
near Ullin and the college’s 
extension centers.

The statewide initiative, 
organized by the Illinois 
Community College Board, 
ICCB, engages campuses in 
a friendly competition while 
serving a critical need. Last 
year, Illinois community 
colleges collectively donated 
more than 91,000 food items 
to support students and fam-
ilies across the state.

“Last year, Shawnee Com-
munity College collected 
2,346 items during the friend-
ly competition, including 
Thanksgiving meals for sev-
eral of our students. We’re 
proud to have placed fifth 
in the statewide contest, but 
even more proud of the dif-
ference we made. Supporting 
our students and community 
is what truly defines the 
Saints’ spirit,” vice president 
of student affairs Jeff McGoy 
said in a news release.

Donation boxes will be 
located at Shawnee Commu-
nity College’s main campus 
near Ullin and its extension 
centers in area counties. A 
collection bin will also be 
available at the Legence Bank 

branch in Vienna. Students, 
faculty, staff and commu-
nity members are invited to 
participate by dropping off 
non-perishable food items 
throughout the drive.

“Food insecurity remains 
one of the biggest barriers to 
student success. By joining 
forces across the state, com-
munity colleges can make 
a meaningful difference not 
only on campus but also in 
the communities they serve,” 
said Brian Durham, executive 
director of the ICCB.

“Feed The Need represents 
the mission of community 
colleges, meeting students 
where they are, addressing 
real challenges, and building 
stronger communities togeth-
er,” added ICCB board chair 
Dr. Sylvia Jenkins.

According to recent stud-
ies, as many as 39 percent 
of community college stu-
dents nationally face food 
insecurity, highlighting the 
importance of initiatives like 
Feed the Need. By working 
together, Illinois community 
colleges are demonstrating 
their commitment to student 
well-being and to the commu-
nities they call home.

All donations collected at 
Shawnee Community Col-
lege will directly support 
Bernie’s Place, with a goal 
of ensuring that students and 
local families have access 
to meals during the holiday 
season and beyond.

The friendly competition 
engages all 39 community 
college districts in collecting 
food donations to benefit lo-
cal food pantries and student 
support services.

Deadline approaching 
for Veterans Day parade

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna is welcoming 
entries for this year’s Vet-
erans Day parade in Anna. 
The parade is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Nov. 11, starting at 
11 a.m. The theme for this 
year’s parade is “Service to 
Our Nation.”

Letters of invitation and 
application forms recently 
were mailed by the post to 
last year’s parade participants. 
The VFW is always looking 
for additional participants 
who want to join in showing 
their patriotism and respect to 
the nation’s veterans by taking 
part in the parade. 

Businesses, organizations, 
school bands, school clubs, 

local clubs and other groups 
which would like to be a part 
of the parade but did not re-
ceive an application can pick 
one up at the VFW post during 
its regular business hours. The 
post’s regular business hours 
are from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Sunday through Saturday. 
The post is located at 70 VFW 
Ln., just off old U.S. Route 51 
between Anna and Cobden.

The deadline for parade 
entry forms to be returned to 
the post is Nov. 4.

Complimentary chili and 
hot dogs will be served to pa-
rade participants in the VFW 
hall immediately following 
the event. Certificates will be 
distributed to winning entries 
at that time as well.

Glow Bingo, buying pork 
butts or ribs when they are 
cooked by the post, participat-
ing in the VFW golf scramble 
as a player and/or sponsor or 
maybe supporting of a raffle.

Upcoming Events at Anna 
VFW

A schedule of upcoming 
events planned at the Anna 
VFW post was shared at Fri-
day’s meeting. The schedule 
for the remainder of 2025 
follows:

A potato, soup and salad 
bar, Tuesday, Nov. 4. Fish 
fry, Friday, Nov. 7, with a 
portion of the proceeds going 
to charity.

Military Ball, Saturday, 
Nov. 8 (those who like to 
attend are asked to RSVP by 
Nov. 1). U.S. Marine Corps 
Birthday Party, Monday eve-
ning, Nov. 10. Veterans Day 

parade, Tuesday, Nov. 11, 
starting at 11 a.m. (hot dogs 
will be served to participants 
at the post following the pa-
rade). 

VFW Auxiliary Craft Fair, 
Saturday, No. 29, 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School gym. 
Fish fry, Friday, Dec. 5. Pay It 
Forward gift collection starts 
Dec. 7.

For more information about 
upcoming events or to find 
out more about supporting the 
Anna VFW, contact the post 
618-833-5182. Information 
about the post also can be 
found on Facebook.

County board chairman 
Max Miller thanked Mitchell 
for sharing information about 
the Anna VFW. Miller said the 
county board glad to offer its 
support to the post.

Arts Council set to 
host annual Salute to 
Veterans dinner

Veterans dinner
Part of the Salute to Veterans dinner include a cake-

cutting ceremony, where the youngest and oldest 
service members cut the cake at the end of dinner. 
Pictured here, Phillip Yting, the youngest, is joined by 
Cal Maginel and Leon Gunn, two WWII veterans, to cut 
the cake at the 2016 Salute to the Veterans event.

The Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council (SHAC) well be 
holding their annual Salute to 
Veterans event on Monday, 
Nov. 10 at 6 p.m. 

The Shawnee Hills Arts 
Center is located at 123 W. 
Davie St in Anna. 

Reservations are required 
for attendance. To make res-
ervations, contact Lee Hack-
ney at 904-625-1109 or by 
email at vabchlee@gmail.
com. RSVP no later than 
Nov. 6. 

Veterans and active duty 
members are free. All others 
are asked for a $15 donation.

Everyone is welcome to 
attend this event and salute 
our veterans. 

The Kitchen on Lafayette 
will cater the event. Entertain-
ment will include Ed Plott, a 
Marine veteran who is a sing-
er, musician and songwriter. 

“I would describe my writ-
ings as Christian faith-based 
Americana that may result 
in a praise/worship, rock and 

roll or sometimes country 
music-style of song. Regard-
less of the resulting genre,” 
said Plott.

“I pray my music will reso-
nate with, and establish a pos-
itive and uplifting connection 
with others.” 

Plott has performed at Lit-
tle Nashville Café in Marion 
many times, as well as at 
Commodore Grill in Nash-
ville. He has also record-
ed several songs with Steve 
Hornbeak.

As part of the celebration, 
SHAC will be displaying 
the pictures and stories of 
area veterans and active duty 
members. Attendees are en-
couraged to submit pictures 
and stories in recognition of 
loved ones that served in the 
military. 

Please contact Lee Hackney 
to arrange a time for the pic-
tures to be dropped off before 
Nov 6. You may take home 
the items after the event on 
Nov 10.



4 PROPERTIES: BUNCOMBE, 
WARE, & JONESBORO
ONLINE ONLY REAL ESTATE AUCTION

BEGINS TO END: THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 13TH, 2025 AT 2:00 PM

To Pre-Bid or for More Information 
Please Visit www.ollisauction.com

Call us today to schedule a showing 1-800-272-9791

Don't miss this online-only auction on Thursday, 
November 13, 2025, at 2:00 PM, featuring four unique 
properties in Buncombe, Jonesboro, and Ware, IL. 
Highlights include a 3-bedroom home on 3+ acres 
with a pond, investment rental in Jonesboro, a lot with 
two mobile homes, and a buildable corner lot in Ware. 
Whether you're looking for country living, investment 
opportunities, or land to build, there's something for 
everyone. 

Seller: Estate of Sherman Mays

Honor Wreaths
Martha Ann Webb, coordinator of Honor Wreaths for Veterans for Anna Cemetery, 

and Jordan Chamness, co-coordinator, received a certificate of appreciation for their 
outstanding dedication and commitment to the “remember honor teach” mission 
from Karen Worcester, executive director, and Julie Bright, director of locations and 
groups from Wreaths across America. 

Laying of the Honor Wreaths for Veterans will take place at the Anna Cemetery 
on Saturday,  Dec. 13 at 11 a.m. Honor Wreaths for Veterans is a branch off Wreaths 
Across America. 

Pictured are, from left, Angela Webb, city of Anna treasurer, Dori Bigler, city of Anna 
administrator, Martha Ann Webb Anna, city commissioner and Jordan Chamness, 
Anna public works manager.

Crowded Dem primaries, GOP field for 
governor take shape as candidates file 

By Ben Szalinski 
and Brenden Moore 
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Four 
years ago, candidates braved 
a mix of rain and snow. Two 
years ago, it was bone-chill-
ing cold. But on Monday, Oc-
tober. 27, the sun was shining 
with an Autumn crisp in the 
air as hundreds of candidates 
gathered in Springfield to 
file petitions for the primary 
election.

“Oh, my God, it’s like 
summer compared to the 
times that I had to be out 
here in the cold,” said state 
Rep. La Shawn Ford, D-Chi-
cago, who’s running for the 
Illinois 7th Congressional 
District seat held by retiring 
Democratic U.S. Rep. Danny 
Davis. “You needed to have 
triple layers. It’s pretty warm 
– and the lines are not as long 
as they used to be.”

The once-every-two-year 
spectacle is the formal kick-
off to campaign season, with 
candidates for state, federal 
and judicial offices filing 
hundreds to thousands of 
signatures to secure their 
place on the March 17 pri-
mary ballot.

While the filing period 
is open through Nov. 3, it’s 
tradition for candidates, their 
staff and supporters to line 
up outside of the Illinois 
State Board of Elections be-
fore doors open at 8 a.m. The 
first candidates arrived on 
Saturday and several spent 
Sunday night in line.

But any candidate in line 
when doors open is tech-
nically considered “first,” 
meaning they will be in-
cluded in a drawing next 
month to secure the first 
spot on the ballot in their 
respective race, according 
to State Board of Elections 
spokesman Matt Dietrich.

“I’ve never found any 
scientific evidence or any 
academic study showing 
definitively that where you 

are placed on a primary 
election ballot influences 
your chances of winning the 
nomination,” Dietrich said. 
“But, it’s become such a 
tradition that I think people 
are just in the habit – and I 
also think it’s maybe a way 
to get your staffers to pay 
their dues.”

For the superstitious who 
think ballot placement mat-
ters, winning the lottery 
might mean more this elec-
tion cycle given the sheer 
amount of candidates con-
testing races.

According to the board 
of elections, 397 candidates 
were in line at 8 a.m., and all 
were processed within three-
and-a-half hours.

The retirement of Demo-
cratic U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin 
has set off a political domino 
effect. Two Democratic in-
cumbents, Rep. Robin Kelly 
of Lynwood and Rep. Raja 
Krishnamoorthi of Scha-
umburg, are giving up their 
congressional seats to run for 
Durbin’s seat.

Those, along with the 
retirements of Davis and 
Democratic Rep. Jan Scha-
kowsky of Evanston, have 
drawn dozens of hopefuls 
eager to take advantage of 
a once-in-a-generation turn-
over in state politics.

But the ground underneath 
them could still shift. U.S. 
House Minority Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries, D-New York, 
has urged Illinois Democrats 
to redraw the state’s con-
gressional map to counter 
mid-decade redistricting 
efforts in GOP-led states, 
adding a layer of uncertainty 
to the races.

Bailey’s Future Uncertain
At the state level, Gov. 

JB Pritzker filed petitions 
Monday, Oct. 27, to seek a 
third term, while the Repub-
lican primary to take him on 
remains in flux.

Three Republican guber-
natorial candidates filed their 
petitions as they compete for 
the right to take on Pritzker, 
who filed for reelection.

Darren Bailey’s running 
mate, Cook County Repub-
lican Party Chair Aaron Del 
Mar, turned in 12,000 signa-
tures for the campaign, but 
the ticket’s future in the race 
remains up in the air. Bai-
ley’s son, daughter-in-law 
and two of his grandchildren 
died last week in a helicopter 
crash in Montana.

Del Mar told reporters that 
Bailey is “taking time to 
think” about how to proceed.

“If Darren decides that he 
wants to run, I will stand by 
him and we will run hard,” 
Del Mar said. “If he decides 
that he doesn’t want to run, 
then I will stand by him in 
that decision as well.”

Bailey has at least one 
influential voice urging him 
to stay in the race: President 
Donald Trump. Del Mar 
confirmed that the president 
called Bailey on Saturday 
and offered “strong encour-
agement” to stay in.

“Darren’s taking that in-
formation, and it’s going to 
be part of our calculus of 
what we want to do,” Del 
Mar said.

Other  cand ida tes  a re 
working to carve out a lane 
in the GOP primary. Exactly 
how many candidates will be 
running will be clearer next 
Monday after the deadline to 
turn in petitions.

“You need somebody that 
has the investigatory skills 
and the financial skills com-
bined and somebody’s whose 
been in government and 
managed people within a 
government system,” DuP-
age County Sheriff James 
Mendrick told Capitol News 
Illinois. “I’ve done all those 
things.”

Ted Dabrowski, a conser-
vative researcher, is attempt-
ing to carve out a hard-right 
lane in the primary. Asked 
about instances of federal 
immigration authorities us-
ing racial profiling to make 
arrests, the Wilmette resident 

first dismissed the claim as 
a Pritzker-invented talking 
point before pivoting.

“I think it’s a pretty tough 
thing to say,” Dabrowski 
said when asked if he denies 
it’s happening. “Most people 
came from the border, from 
Latin America and other plac-
es. It’s kind of a fact.”

Dabrowski also declined to 
take a side when asked if he 
agreed with Trump’s asser-
tation that Pritzker should be 
jailed for unspecified reasons.

Other Races
Democratic voters around 

Illinois will see several com-
petitive primaries on their 
ballots this year, including for 
U.S. Senate. So far, Krishna-
moorthi, Kelly and Lt. Gov. 
Juliana Stratton are largely 
focused on their opposition 
to Trump.

Voters “want stability, 
they want civility, they want 
their government working for 
them and right now Donald 
Trump’s government is not 
working,” Krishnamoorthi 
told reporters.

In U.S. House races, Evan-
ston Mayor Daniel Biss is 
one of potentially more than 
a dozen candidates who will 
be on the ballot to replace 
Schakowsky in the 9th Dis-
trict. He told Capitol News 
Illinois immigration arrests in 
his community by “masked, 
anonymous agents” are “mo-
tivating” his bid for Con-
gress. Biss previously served 
in the Illinois Senate and lost 
the 2018 primary for gover-
nor to Pritzker.

“It’s hard to explain how 
angry I am and how high the 
stakes are in this moment,” 
Biss said. “I’ve never felt 
motivated like this to win a 
race.”

Crowded Democratic pri-
maries are also expected in 
the 2nd, 7th and 8th Congres-
sional districts.

Comptroller Susana Men-
doza is also not seeking re-
election next year, leading 
three state legislators and 
Lake County Treasurer Holly 
Kim to compete for the state-
wide office.

Kim said she hopes her 
experience currently working 
in a similar role will resonate 
with voters.

Meanwhile, Rep. Margaret 
Croke, D-Chicago, an ally of 
Pritzker, is hoping the gov-
ernor will endorse her before 
the primary but said she has 
not yet discussed it with him.

“If I could have somebody 
like JB behind me, that would 
be incredible,” Croke told 
Capitol News Illinois. “He’s 
the guy I look up to.”

Croke represents one of the 
state’s most densely populat-
ed House districts on Chica-
go’s near North Side but said 
she’s “fined tuned” a message 
she believes will resonate 
with Democrats throughout 
the state.

State Rep. Stephanie Ki-
fowit, D-Oswego, and state 
Sen. Karina Villa, D-West 
Chicago, are also in the 
comptroller’s race.

On the Republican side 
of the aisle, House Minority 
Leader Tony McCombie, 
R-Savanna, is optimistic 
her caucus can make a dent 
in Democrats’ 78-member 
supermajority by focusing 
on economic issues. In 2024, 
McCombie hoped to pick up 
five seats in the House but 
didn’t win any. This year, 
she’s keeping her cards a 
secret.

“Obviously we want to 
keep the 40 that we have 
and that we’re going to play 
pretty strong in a couple of 
them,” she told reporters. 
“You know, one thing about 
being the leader the second 
time around, I’ve learned my 
lessons: Not to give you all a 
lot of scoop on this one.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Union County Alliance of Churches 
Recommendations    

 
1 Thanksgiving Worship, Kornthal, Sun 11/23 - 2PM 

   Potluck later at Old Depot-Anna at 6PM 
2 “The Closet” clothing for everyone at your price, 

next door to Dollar General – Anna. 
3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise, 

fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are. 
Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974 

Local chapter of Daughters 
of American Revolution plan 
service for Veterans Day

A Veterans Day Service 
will be held Nov. 11, at 11 
a.m., to honor the area’s 
veterans. This program will 
be held on the Vienna Public 
Library lawn and is being 
sponsored by the Daniel 
Chapman Chapter, National 
Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution (NS-
DAR). 

In  case  o f  inc lement 

Friends of the Shawnee National 
Forest to mark 15th anniversary

The Friends of the Shaw-
nee National Forest will 
mark its 15-year anniversary 
from 6 to 9 p.m, on Saturday, 
Nov. 8 at Alto Vineyards in 
Alto Pass. 

The Friends will highlight 
many of its projects that pro-
mote and protect the Shaw-
nee National Forest during 
the celebration. 

The event is sponsored by 
the SIU Credit Union, Alto 
Vineyards, Longshadow, and 
Leave it to Chef. 

Live music will be provid-
ed by Stick Gilbert from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. and The Swamp 
Tigers from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Southern Illinois–produced 
hors d’oeuvres will be avail-

able for members, with addi-
tional food, wine, and beer 
available for purchase. A 
silent auction and a raffle are 
on the program, too. 

The Friends will also make 
an announcement about a 
major donation to its schol-
arship fund. 

Admission is  $10 for 
non-members or free for 
Friends members. A mem-
ber’s only social hour be-
gins at 5 p.m. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. for non-members. 
Memberships will be avail-
able at the door. 

“We are proud to celebrate 
15 years of connecting peo-
ple to the land and showcas-
ing the power of stewardship 

in the Shawnee National 
Forest,” said Friends Board 
Chair John Wohlwend. 

“This event is our way of 
thanking our members, vol-
unteers and the community 
for its continued support and 
to recognize the great work 
done by the U.S. Forest 
Service.” 

RSVPs are encouraged 
at: friendsoftheshawnee@
gmail.com For more infor-
mation, contact Rod Sievers, 
board secretary, at 618/521-
9395.

Veterans Day 
ceremony 
planned for 
Alto Pass

The Alto Pass Area Veter-
ans Memorial organization is 
holding a memorial ceremony 
on Saturday, Nov. 1 at 11 a.m, 
rain or shine, in downtown 
Alto Pass at the Veterans 
Memorial.  

The ceremony is to honor 
the memory of area Veterans, 
including those whose names 
have been recently engraved 
on the wall.  

This dedication will include 
James Dale Brown, Ralph E. 
Glasford, Everett Lee Bittle, 
Richard W. Bittle, Gerald D. 
Crowell and Joseph Russell 
Gray, Jr.  The ceremony will 
include a three-volley salute 
by local veterans.

The Alto Pass Area Vet-
erans Memorial group is a 
non-profit responsible for cre-
ating and maintaining the Alto 
Pass Veterans Memorial that 
honors U.S. military veterans 
who have passed away and are 
from the Alto Pass area.  

Veterans from the Alto Pass 
area are encouraged to be-
come members.    Donations 
for the maintenance of the 
memorial can be sent to Alto 
Pass Veterans, 194 Sapphire 
Road, Alto Pass, IL 62905.

weather, the program will 
be held in the Vienna Public 
Library Community Room.

The featured speaker will 
be Master Sergeant Edward 
L. Ellis, retired. He is a 
native of Mound City, Ill.. 
Ellis is a highly decorated 
military Veteran of five de-
ployments. He retired from 
active duty on Nov. 1, 2009 
after twenty-three years of 
distinguished service. 

Ellis currently lives in 
Marion where he is an Aero-
space Science Instructor at 
Marion High School.

Patriotic music will fea-
ture Mason Montgomery 
and his daughter, Marcia 
Wells. Mr. Montgomery has 
generously dedicated years 
to providing music for local 
events, revival leadership, 
gospel music and special 
services. 

Mrs. Wells is a music 
arranger and publisher. Cur-
rently, she serves as a pianist 
at Big Creek Baptist Church.

Leaf, tree limb 
pick up slated 
in City of Anna

The City of Anna has an-
nounced that it plans to offer 
leaf and tree limb pick up 
this fall.

The city shared on social 
media that those who would 
like to have leaves and tree 
limbs picked up must get on a 
list before Nov. 14 for the first 
round of the service. 

Leaves must be raked to the 
curb, but not to the street and 
must be free of debris. Tree 
limbs must be no larger than 
4 inches in diameter and can 
be up to 36 inches long.

Getting on the list for pick 
up can be done by calling 
Anna City Hall at 618-833-
8528.
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Martha A. Coleman, age 74 
of Anna, passed away Satur-
day, Oct. 11, 2025 at Deacon-
ess Union County Hospital. 

She was born on Aug. 12, 
1951 in Anna, the daughter 
of James “Bay” and Audrey 
Coleman.

Martha is survived by her 
special friends, Beverly War-
shawsky and Debbie Hitt 
and many other friends and 
relatives. She was preceded 
in death by her parents.

Graveside memorial ser-
vices for Martha Coleman 
were held on Friday, Oct. 24, 
2025 at the Jonesboro Ceme-
tery with Bob Dover officiat-
ing. Rendleman and Hileman 

F u n e r a l 
H o m e  i n 
Anna is in 

charge of arrangements.
To view the obituary and 

leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Martha A. Coleman

Michael Eugene Terbrak, 
age 60 of Cobden, passed 
away Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2025 
at Manor Court in Carbondale. 

He was born on Oct. 22, 
1964 in Anna, The son of 
Joseph Eugene and Dorothy 
(Davis) Terbrak. He married 
Darlene Holliman on Dec. 
6, 2003.

Michael is survived by his 
wife, Darlene Terbrak of Cob-
den; mother, Dorothy Terbrak 
and brother, Mark Terbrak, 
both of Dongola. He is also 
survived by aunts, uncles, 
cousins and many friends. He 
was preceded in death by his 
father and grandparents.

Michael was a member of 
the First Baptist Church of 
Cobden. His faith and church 
family were very important to 
him. As an active member of 
his church, Mike was a mem-
ber of the BMEN and the Lay 
Renewal team. 

He and Darlene also worked 
with the Operation Christmas 
Child Shoeboxes campaign. 
He had a great love for help-
ing others and a passion for 
building churches. He fulfilled 
this passion as a member of 
the Baptist Church Builders 
of Texas.

Michael received a Bach-
elor’s degree from Southern 
Illinois University. He worked 

at Murdale 
True  Val-
ue-Cotton’s 

Ace Hardware in Carbon-
dale. When time allowed, he 
enjoyed fishing and farming.

Funeral services for Mi-
chael Terbrak were held on 
Tuesday, Oct. 28 at Rendle-
man and Hileman Funeral 
Home in Cobden with Dr. Ed 
Falgout and Jay Franklin of-
ficiating. Interment followed 
at Friendship Cemetery east 
of Dongola. 

Memorial contributions can 
be made to the First Baptist 
Church of Cobden-BMEN. 
Envelopes are available at 
Rendleman and Hileman Fu-
neral Home.

To visit Michaels’s me-
morial page and leave online 
condolences for his family, 
please visit the Rendleman 
and Hileman Funeral Home 
website at rendlemanhileman-
fh.com

Michael Eugene Terbrak

Charlotte Browder, age 80 
of Anna, entered Heaven’s 
gates at 1:57 p.m. on Oct. 
20, 2025 from Manor Court 
in Carbondale, after a nearly 
9-month battle with glioblas-
toma, wild-type. 

She was born on Sept. 9, 
1945 in Grantsburg, Ill., the 
daughter of Charles and Glad-
ys (Hickam) Cavaness. She 
married Clarence Browder on 
March 9, 1963. He preceded 
her death on Feb. 25, 2023.

Charlotte is survived by 
her daughter, Teresa (Bryan) 
Keller of Anna; her son, Car-
roll Browder of Dahlonega, 
Ga. and his fiancée Connie 
Consentino of McCaysville, 
Ga.; five grandchildren, Tyler 
Keller and fiancée KayCe 
Johnson of Makanda, Brent 
(Samantha) Keller of Spring-
field, Mo., Christine Browder 
o f  Can ton ,  Ga . ,  J acob 
Browder of Lilburn, Ga., and 
Eli Browder of Dahlonega, 
Ga.; four great grandchildren, 
Noah Keller of Springfield, 
Mo., Cash Adams, Paisley 
Browder and Presley Browder, 
all of Canton, Ga.; her mother, 
Gladys (Cavaness) Smithey 
of DuQuoin; brother, Robert 
(Carol) Cavaness of Fairview, 
Wyo.; sisters, Janet Braun of 
Evansville, and Donna (Ter-
ry) Jenkins of Marissa, many 
nieces and nephews, other 
relatives and friends. 

Charlotte was preceded in 
death by her father; step-fa-
ther, Joe Smithey; husband, 
Clarence, of nearly 60 years, 
and sister Nancy Gearhart.

Charlotte was a member 
of United Missionary Baptist 
Church in Buncombe, Ill. 

After receiving her GED 
in 1980, Charlotte began at-
tending classes at Shawnee 
Community College in Ullin 
with her daughter. An interest 
in taking classes to help her 
work with youth alongside her 
husband’s ministry led her to 
graduate with honors in 1983. 

Charlotte was a preschool 
teacher at Sunshine Preschool 
in Anna from 1984-1985. She 
decided to continue her edu-
cation, receiving a bachelor’s 
degree in 1987 from S.I.U.- 
Carbondale, then a master’s 

degree  in 
social work 
in 1988. 

She was a Youth Crisis Su-
pervisor at Southern Illinois 
Regional Social Services in 
Carbondale from 1988-2004. 

Charlotte enjoyed sew-
ing, quilting, scrapbooking, 
gardening, drawing, and cro-
cheting. She was a talented 
artist and gifted seamstress 
who helped many young 
women and brides-to-be 
by designing and creating 
custom prom dresses and 
wedding gowns. 

Charlotte, affectionately 
called Mammie by her grand-
children, devoted many years 
and much of her time traveling 
back and forth to Georgia to 
help her son care for his spe-
cial needs child. 

As a remembrance of her 
life the family requests that 
memorial contributions be 
made to the National Down 
Syndrome Society, the Glio-
blastoma Foundation, or 
Ebenezer Hall Cemetery As-
sociation.

Funeral services for Char-
lotte Browder will be held at 
11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 8, 2025 
at United Missionary Baptist 
Church, 125 United Mission-
ary Lane, Buncombe, IL, 
with Bro. Wes Johnson, Rev. 
Michael Browder, Rev. John 
Campbell, and Rev. Darrell 
Neathery officiating. 

Visitation will be held from 
9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the 
church. Interment will follow 
at Ebenezer Hall Cemetery. 
Rendleman and Hileman Fu-
neral Home in Anna is in 
charge of arrangements.

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman and Hileman 
Funeral Home in Jonesboro in 
charge of arrangements.

Charlotte Anne Browder

Debra Barrar, age 72 of 
Anna, passed away Monday, 
Oct. 6, 2025 at Memorial Hos-
pital in Carbondale.

She was born June 16, 1953 
in Peoria, the daughter of Jesse 
and Mary Virginia (McCor-
mick) Masters.

Debra is survived by her 
children, William “Billy” (Ju-
lie) Short, Heather (Scott) 
Brown, Kimberly Short, and 

Tara (Joel) 
H e a t h ; 
grandchil-

dren, Kara Short, Xan Smith, 
Grayson and Shayden Heath, 
Trenton and Allyson Brown; 
sisters, Barb (Randy) Johnson 
and Peggy (Wally) Smith; 
brother, Mike (Angie) Masters; 
several nieces and nephews, 
other relatives, and friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and two broth-
ers, Leroy and Gary Masters. 
She will be dearly missed by 
herfamily and friends.

No services are scheduled 
at this time.

Debra Barrar

Bruce Lingle, 73, died Fri-
day, Oct. 17, 2025, at his home 
in Spring, Texas. 

He was born May 9, 1952, 
in Anna, Ill.

A 1970 graduate of An-
na-Jonesboro Community 
High School, Bruce attended 
Southern Illinois University 
and received a degree in ac-
counting in 1974. 

In 1982, he earned a mas-
ter’s degree from Marshall 
University in Huntington, 
W.Va. He worked for Exxon 
Mobil as an accountant for 
38 years.

Bruce was preceded in death 
by his parents, Margaret and 
Weldon Lingle of Anna, Illi-
nois, and granddaughter Macy 
Phillips.

Bruce is survived by Marla 
Lingle, his wife of 36 years; his 
brother Gary Lingle (Colleen). 
His children are Geoff Brandy, 
Christy Phillips (James), Jenni-
fer Brandy, Lizette Lingle, and 
Noah Lingle. His grandchil-
dren are Blayne, Ariana, Holly, 
Lucy, Jazmine, Paizley, and 
Elijah. His great grandchildren 
are Jasmine and Alani. His 
nieces are Claire and Emma.

Bruce Lingle
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Phyllis Jo Eickelman, age 
73, of Collinsville, formerly 
of Tamms, Ill., passed away on 
Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025 at An-
derson Hospital in Maryville, 
Ill.

She was born on May 1, 
1952 to Billy Joe and Paula 
Maree (Miller) Eickelman in 
Cairo, Ill.

Phyllis had worked for An-
gelica Uniform Company for 
29 years.

She is survived by her fian-
cée and companion of 40 years, 
John Reulecke; nephew, Jason 
Eickelman; niece, Tammy 
Eickelman; great-niece, Rizz 
Eickelman; and great-nephew, 
Anthony (Rachel) Eickelman.

Along with her parents, she 
is preceded in death by her two 
sisters, Julie Sides and Cheryl 
Patterson.

Vi s i t a -
t i o n  w a s 
h e l d  o n 

Thursday, Oct. 23, Kass-
ly-Meredith Funeral Home at 
515 Vandalia St, Collinsville, 
IL 62234.

A Graveside Service was 
held on Friday, Oct. 24 with 
Rev. Anthony Underwood 
officiating with interment fol-
lowing at St. John’s Cemetery 
in Dongola, Ill.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Tamms is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Phyllis Jo Eickelman

Robert Louis Craft, age 38 
of Anna, passed away Friday, 
Oct. 17, 2025 at Deaconess 
Midtown Hospital in Evans-
ville, Ind. 

He was born on June 6, 
1987, the son of Dorothy Jean 
Cates. He married Angel Leah 
Nosser on Aug. 17, 2025.

Robert is survived by his 
loving wife, Angel; son, Hunt-
er Craft; daughter, Hayden 
Craft; mother, Dorothy Cates; 
favorite older sister, Heather 
Craft; favorite middle sister, 
Mary (Josh) Wirth; favor-
ite youngest sister, Catrina 
Craft; brother, Wayne Sandlin; 
uncle, Mark Cates; sister-in-
law, Ashley Poirrier (Tayvon 
Blackman); nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends. He 
was preceded in death by his 
grandfather, Charles Cates.

Robert enlisted in the Unit-
ed States Army in 2005 and 
served his country as an Air-
borne Infantryman. 

During his service, he com-
pleted two tours during the 
war on global terrorism in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. He received 
many medals including the 
National Defense Service 
Medal, Afghanistan Cam-
paign Medal with campaign 
star and the Iraq Campaign 
Medal with two campaign 
stars.

Robert loved with his whole 
heart and would be there for 
anyone. He enjoyed spending 
time with his wife and writing 
poetry. He will always be his 
mom’s favorite son and his 
sister’s annoying little brother. 

Robert was given many 
obstacles in his life and perse-

vered to be-
come a bet-
ter person. 

He was a 
loving fa-
ther, hus-
band, son, 
brother, uncle and friend. He 
was strong and determined, 
loving and caring, funny and 
annoying, and despite his 
popular belief, not the best 
singer.

Funeral services for Robert 
Louis Craft were held on Sun-
day, Oct. 26, 2025 at Rend-
leman and Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna with Pastor 
Mark Goins officiating. 

Interment followed in 
Casper Cemetery. Graveside 
military rites will be conduct-
ed by Carroll P. Foster Post 
3455 of the V.F.W. and the 
Army Funeral Honors Team. 

Memorial contributions 
can be made to the Wounded 
Warrior Project. Envelopes 
are available at Rendleman 
and Hileman Funeral Home.

To visit Robert’s memorial 
page and leave online condo-
lences for his family, please 
visit the Rendleman and Hi-
leman Funeral Home website 
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com

 Robert Louis Craft

Paul E. Bohannon, age 87 
of Anna, passed away on Sat-
urday, Oct. 25, 2025 at SIH 
Herrin Hospital in Herrin. 

He was born Sept. 2, 1938 
in Royalton, to Roy Lee and 
Vera (Butler) Bohannon. He 
married Jane Pender on June 
28, 1963.

Paul is survived by his wife, 
Jane Bohannon; daughter, 
Alisha (Scott) Schlenker of 
Anna; granddaughter, Brit-
tany Schlenker of Anna and 
grandson, Brandon Schlenker 
of San Francisco, Calif. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents; brothers, Albert and 
William Joel Bohannon, and 
sisters Emma Trammel and 
Esther Grimm.

Paul graduated from Royal-
ton High School in 1956 and 
attended SIU. He worked in 
sales for Lewis Brothers Bak-
ery for 34 years. Paul enjoyed 
spending time with his family. 
He was an avid St. Louis 
Cardinals fan and Saluki bas-
ketball fan. He enjoyed his 

annual trips 
to  Myrt le 
Beach and 

having lunch at Dairy Queen 
with all his friends.

A memorial visitation will 
be held Tuesday, Nov. 4, 
2025 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
at the Rendleman and Hile-
man Funeral Home in Anna. 
Interment will be private at a 
later date.

Memorial conteibutions 
can be made to Hospice of 
Southern Illinois

To view the obituary and 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Paul E. Bohannon

Bloomington - William E. 
“Bill” White, 93, of Bloom-
ington, passed away peace-
fully at his home on Oct. 17, 
2025, at 5:47 p.m., surrounded 
by his loving family.

Visitation will be held 
Thursday, Oct. 30, from 3 
p.m. until the time of the fu-
neral service at 4 p.m. at Car-
mody-Flynn Funeral Home 
in Bloomington. A graveside 
service will follow on Satur-
day, Nov. 1 at 2 p.m. at Anna 
City Cemetery in Anna, Ill. 
To share condolences online, 
please visit www.carmody-
flynn.com.

Bill was born on Sept. 23, 
1932, in Anna, Ill., to Alva and 
Daisy White (née Pitts). 

He married Catherine 
“Kathy” L. White on July 3, 
1954, in Corinth, Miss. 

He was preceded in death 
by his beloved wife, Kathy, 
in 2022 and 2 siblings: Robert 
White and Francis Boes.

He is survived by five chil-
dren: Chandra White of Fish-
ers, Ind.; Kim Shockey of 
West Chester, Ohio; Becky 
(Bob) Knapp of Ellisville; 
William L. (Barbara) White of 
Bloomington; and Anne Marie 
(Jeff) Clark of Philo. 

He was the proud grand-
father of twelve grandchil-
dren: Dr. Taylor (Justin 
Joyce) Shockey, Lisa (Adam) 
Hemmen, Ashley (Robert) 
Mayfield, Mark (Lauren) 
Niemann, Scott (Amanda) 
Niemann, Audrey White, 
Andrew White, Rachel White, 
Matthew Clark, Madison 
(Dustin) Haake, Michael 
Clark, Mackenzie Clark and 
twelve great-grandchildren. 

He is also survived by 3 sib-
lings: Don (Margaret) White, 
Carl (Shirley) White, and 
Mary (Don) Hawk.

Bill graduated from Anna 
High School in Anna, Ill. In 
Feb. 1951, Bill enlisted in 
the U.S. Marine Corps and 
proudly served during the 
Korean War. 

He was wounded in action 
on May 14, 1952, and hon-
orably discharged in January 
1954. For his bravery and 

service, he 
was award-
ed several 
medals, in-
cluding the Purple Heart, the 
Korean Service Medal with 
three Stars, the United Nations 
Service Medal, and the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal. 

Bill remained a proud Ma-
rine throughout his life and 
was a lifetime member of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Bill spent more than 30 
years working on the railroad 
for Illinois Central, GM&O, 
and Amtrak. After retiring, he 
continued working for another 
20 years—spending winters 
working at a retirement home 
in Naples, Fla., and summers 
as General Manager of Hazy 
Hills Golf Course in Bloom-
ington.

Bill will be remembered for 
always being immaculately 
dressed with spit-shined shoes 
and a polished car. His strong 
work ethic and sense of pride 
were lasting lessons to his 
family. Known for his quick 
wit and humor, Bill gave each 
of his grandchildren clever 
nicknames that will stay with 
them forever.

Bill was a proud Marine 
who loved his family and his 
country. The family extends 
heartfelt thanks to the VA, 
OSF Hospice, and Synergy 
Home Care for their compas-
sionate care and support.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to the 
American Heart Association 
or the VFW of Anna, IL at 
VFW Post 3455, 70 VFW 
Lane, Anna, IL 62906.

William E. “Bill” White



Fay Evalena Flick, age 
81 of Cobden, passed away 
Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025 at her 
home. 

She was born on Sept. 11, 
1944 in Belvidere, Ill., the 
daughter of Esta and Cather-
ine (Melton) Reynolds. She 
married Ken Flick on Jan. 
25, 1963.

Evalena in survived by her 
husband Ken of Cobden; chil-
dren, Kevin Wayne (Cindy) 
Flick of Vienna, Bruce Flick 
of Boskeydell and Kenykay 
Flick of Alto Pass; grandchil-
dren, Lindsey, Kelly (Josh), 
Gage, Aaron (Marissa), Sar-
ah, Will (Jessica) and Jessie 
(Logan); great-grandchil-
dren, Bailey, Brock, Lauren, 
Wyatt, Marshell, Madrick 
and Malcolm; sister, Carolyn 
(Delmar) Hunziker; nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and 
many friends. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents; 
brothers, Donald (Ruthie) 
Reynolds and Albert (Phyllis) 
Reynolds; granddaughter, 
Robin and Kenykay’s fiancé, 
Dave Hubbs.

Fay was a member of Har-
vest Church in Anna. She 
worked in factories, including 
the shoe factory and Dyno 
Nobel. She also worked as 
a cook at Southern Illinois 
University. 

Cooking wasn’t just a job; 
it was something she great-

ly enjoyed. 
She volun-
teered in the 

kitchen at Harvest Church but 
most of all, she loved cooking 
for and spending time with 
her family. 

She and Ken enjoyed trav-
eling together, driving many 
miles just enjoying the scen-
ery.

Funeral services for Eva-
lena Flick were held on Sat-
urday, Oct. 25 at Rendleman 
and Hileman Funeral Home 
in Cobden with Rev. Davy 
Miller officiating. Interment 
followed in the Cobden Cem-
etery. 

Memorial contributions can 
be made to Harvest Church. 
Envelopes are available at 
Rendleman and Hileman Fu-
neral Home.

To visit Evalena’s memorial 
page and leave online condo-
lences for her family, please 
visit the Rendleman and Hi-
leman Funeral Home website 
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com

Fay Evalena Flick

Tony Slusher, age 65, of 
Anna, formerly of Ullin, 
passed away on Wednesday, 
Oct. 22, 2025 at Memorial 
Hospital in Carbondale.

He was born on March 23, 
1960 to Richard and Ruth (Sit-
ton) Slusher in Cairo, Ill.

Tony had worked as a ma-
chinist until he became dis-
abled.

Survivors include his sons, 
Eric Slusher and Buddy Slush-
er; grandchildren, Luke Slush-
er, Kaleb Slusher, and Kevin 
Slusher; brothers, Gary Slusher 
and Jack (Christina) Slusher; 
one sister, Tina Peterson; along 
with nieces, nephews, and oth-
er relatives.

Along with his parents, he is 
preceded in death by his son, 
Luke Slusher; granddaughter, 
Haleigh Slusher; and brothers, 
Richard Allen Slusher and Earl 
Wayne Slusher.

A Memorial Service will 
be held on Friday, Oct. 31, 

2025 at 11 
a.m. with 
Rev. Enloe 

Clemons officiating at Crain 
Funeral Home in Ullin.

A Private Inurnment will 
be held at a later date at Ullin 
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests with gratitude that 
memorial contributions be 
made to Crain Funeral Home 
to assist with funeral expenses.

The cremation of Tony 
Slusher will be personally 
handled by the staff of Crain 
Funeral Home.

Crain Funeral Home in Ullin 
is in charge of arrangements.

Tony Slusher

You are our greatest 
gi ft .  We wil l  talk 
about, remember, and 
love you every day 
until we see you again. 

We miss your smile, 
hugs, going fishing and 
duck hunting with you, 
conversations, stories. 
We miss the unique, 
wonderful YOU!

In Loving Memory

Tyler Sitter
1989-2022

Love Always, 
Mom and Dad

Passionate, hard-
working, loyal, loving, 
intelligent, fantastic 

duck hunter and 
fisherman, hard-

headed, impulsive, 
amazing, unique.

Even though it’s 
been 3 years, we 

still miss you every 
single day and wish 

you were here.

Obituaries Members of GOP 
candidate’s family 
die in helicopter 

By Ben Szalinski 
Capitol News Illinois

Four members of Illinois 
Republican candidate for gov-
ernor Darren Bailey’s family 
were killed in a helicopter 
crash on Wednesday, Oct. 22, 
the campaign announced early 
Thursday morning, Oct. 23.

According to the campaign, 
Bailey’s son Zachary, his 
daughter-in-law Kelsey and 
two grandchildren, 12-year-
old Vada Rose and 7-year-old 
Samuel, died when the heli-
copter Zachary was piloting 
crashed in Montana. The cou-
ples’ 10-year-old son, Finn, 
was not on board at the time.

“Darren and Cindy are 
heartbroken by this unimag-
inable loss,” the campaign 
said in a statement. “They are 
finding comfort in their faith, 
their family, and the prayers 
of so many who love and care 
for them. The Baileys deeply 
appreciate the kindness and 
support they have received 
and ask for privacy as they 
grieve and hold their loved 
ones close during this difficult 
time.”

The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board posted 
on social media Thursday 
morning, Oct. 23, that it was 
investigating the crash of a 
Robinson Helicopter R66 
near Ekalaka, Mont., in the 
southeast part of the state.

NBC Montana reported 
Carter County emergency 
services responded to a he-
licopter crash at 7:22 p.m. 
Wednesday evening, but ad-
ditional details about the 
crash were not immediately 

available.
Bailey was the Republican 

Party’s 2022 nominee for 
governor and is mounting 
another run in 2026 along-
side Cook County Republi-
can Party Chair Aaron Del 
Mar. Bailey has three sons, 
a daughter, and 13 grand-
children.

Bailey’s political oppo-
nents expressed condolences 
Thursday morning, Oct. 23.

“I cannot imagine losing 
a child, losing two grand-
children and what they must 
be going through,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said at a news con-
ference in Chicago.

Pritzker got emotional re-
calling how he lost his par-
ents at a young age, adding, 
“I’ve not experienced it, 
thank God, but I know what 
they must be going through.”

“We want Darren and Cin-
dy to know we grieve with 
them,” Ted Dabrowski, one 
of Bailey’s Republican op-
ponents, said in a statement. 
“We know their deep faith 
and strong family ties will 
support them.”

Bailey and other candi-
dates for office in 2026 could 
begin turning in petitions to 
the State Board of Elections 
to qualify for the ballot Mon-
day, Oct. 27.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to 
hundreds of news outlets 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                         By Suzan Harvel

Ahh, the pitter patter of 
raindrops, the moan of the 
wind in the trees, the chaos 
of leaves falling, and the 
whoosh of the furnace before 
it roars to life. Along with 
the rain and wind, we also 
received a major cool down. 
Brr! I know the hunters are 
thrilled. I am enjoying the 
fall weather, but wish we’d 
had a bigger gap from sweat-
er to coat weather and a/c 
to furnace use. Who knows, 
we might be back up into the 
70s again before long…such 
is the weather around here 
anymore. 

Mill Creek Village Board 
met on Tuesday, Oct. 21 with 
five board members and one 
guest in attendance. Changes 
in officers have taken place. 
Union County Highway De-
partment has completed the 
ditch work, but a blocked 
culvert has been found and 
will be reported. All the 
street lights have been updat-
ed. New signage is still going 
up. The next meeting will be 
Nov. 18 at 7 p.m. 

Bon Kohler  has  been 
blessed with a fair amount of 
company this past week. His 
son, Dalton Kohler, along 
with Dalton’s daughter, Brit-
tany, and granddaughter, 
Freya; Bon’s daughter, Cher-
yl McKinney, her son, Bran-
don, and his fiancé, Amanda, 
and their son, Dylan; and one 
of Cheryl’s granddaughters, 
Daniella, were all here from 
California to help celebrate 
Bon’s 95th birthday. 

It was good to see most 
of them in church Sunday 
too. Several folks managed 
to drop in over the weekend 
to wish Bon birthday greet-
ings and to see the visitors. 
Cheri reported that Mark 
and Callie Osman, Mike 
Whitney, Chuck and Martha 
Harvel, Dennis Long and 
wife, Linda, Sharon Hileman 
and husband Carl, Annette 
Clair, and more came and 
went. Mike’s dog, Shadow, 
however, shut the party down 
when she rousted a skunk 
and got sprayed. Everyone 
took off running! 

It was good to see every-
one, even for a short time 
and for them to enjoy Trunk 
or Treat Saturday night at 
the church, and we hope to 
see them again soon. Cher-
yl’s son and his family are 
looking to move here, so I 
imagine more get-togethers 
will occur, with or without 
a skunk. 

The farmers have been 
busy getting their crops in. 
The roads have been busy 
with machinery traffic. At 
a local restaurant Friday 
morning I heard some of 
them discussing how much 
was left to bring in. Some are 
done. Some, like my mother-
in-law’s field, didn’t beat the 
rain and will have to wait 
for it to dry out now. Winter 
crops have been going in be-
hind that for some and others 

will let their fields rest. 
We are down to a few 

hardy beans and okra hang-
ing on and the zinnias are 
as well. We even managed 
to garner three small green 
tomatoes on vines I thought 
for sure were dead, so the 
harvest continues here too…
at least for now.  

Fall always brings to mind 
Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 and the 
Pete Seeger song “Turn, 
Turn, Turn” that the folk-
rock group, The Byrds, made 
famous. The scriptures are 
also used at funerals.  If you 
aren’t familiar with these, 
check them out. 

Mill Creek Baptist Church 
held their Trunk or Treat Sat-
urday night and no one went 
home without full a stomach 
and a loaded bag, unless they 
wanted to. There were over 
100 people who attended and 
enjoyed the hot dog dinner 
beforehand and the Trunk or 
Treat afterwards.

The rain, thankfully, held 
off until all candy bowls, 
and such, were emptied and 
most had headed home or 
on to another events. Seems 
like there were a lot of Trunk 
or Treats going on this past 
weekend throughout South-
ern Illinois and over into 
Cape Girardeau, as well. 
The next big haul of candy is 
usually Easter, so everyone 
has time to recover.

Mill Creek Baptist Church 
held their morning services 
to a large crowd too. A lot 
of family were in attendance 
for the baptism of Caleb 
and Erin Bauer. It’s always 
a blessing when God’s chil-
dren obey and follow His 
will for their lives. 

Brother Bobby Richard-
son gave his sermon from 1 
Corinthians 10: 12-13. These 
passages are about temp-
tations. We all face them: 
gossip, anger, jealousy, envy, 
over indulgence, laziness, 
depression, anxiety, lies, and 
so many more. What tempts 
you? Don’t think you are 
immune. Verse 12 reminds 
us to take heed before we 
fall for Satan’s traps. Be-
lieve me, he knows your 
every weakness. However, 
verse 13 tells us that God is 
faithful to us, His children, 
and will provide a way out, 
an “escape”. We just need to 
keep our focus on Him and 
not on the world. James 4:7 
says to “Therefore submit 
to God. Resist the devil and 
he will flee from you.” Let’s 
send him packing!

Those added to the prayer 
list are: the Cory Jones fam-
ily, the Mike Terbrak family, 
Robin Henson, Cliff Brans-
cum, Allison & Erik Austad, 
Bonnie Kohler, Shirley Har-
vel, and Mary Powles. All 
of these folks need prayer. 
God knows every need of 
those listed here. We should 
always seek God in prayer to 
have our needs met. 

Union 
County 
Fixin’s 

Sour Cream and Chive 
Biscuits

1/2 cup unsalted butter, 
room temperature

1 cup sour cream
1 cup self-rising flour
1/4 cup grated Parmesan 

cheese
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
2 Tablespoons chopped 

fresh chives
Preheat oven to 375 de-

grees. Lightly spray 18 wells 
of a 24-cup mini muffin tin 
with cooking spray.

In a large bowl, combine 
butter, sour cream, flour, 
cheese and salt. Stir until just 
combined. Fold in chives.

Drop about 1 tablespoon 
batter into each prepared 
muffin cup.

Bake until slightly golden, 
15-20 minutes. Let cool in 
pan on a wire rack about 5 
minutes. Run a knife around 
edge of cups and remove 
biscuits. 

Serve immediately.

Anna VFW 
hosts upcoming 
events

Saturday, Nov. 1, Mystify 
Music will be playing at the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna from 7 to 11 
p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 4, the Anna 
VFW will be hosting their 
monthly potato and salad bar 
from 5 to 7 p.m. This month, 
soup will be included as an 
option, with the choice of 
chicken enchilada or tomato 
bisque soup. 

You can get potato and sal-
ad, potato and soup, or salad 
and soup for a $12 donation 
or you can get all three for 
$15 (dessert included). 

Open to the public. Dine 
or carry out.

Saturday, Nov. 8 the Anna 
VFW will be hosting a Mil-
itary Ball from 5 to 10 p.m. 
If you would like to attend 
please stop by the post or 
call no later than Nov. 1 to 
make reservations and order 
your dinner.

Bro. Bradley’s sermon a 
week ago was “The Hidden 
Mystery Revealed.” His main 
scripture selection was Ephe-
sians 3:7-13.

We are by nature curious; 
we like to discuss the “whys” 
of life. We are not here by ac-
cident, we have been created 
for a reason: to see the work of 
Jesus accomplished on Earth.

God’s way runs counter 
to how humans want to do 
things. We have to learn to 
follow His direction.

Bro. Brad and Amber 
Easton were on vacation this 
past Sunday. Rev. Dr. Chris 
Fleming filled our pulpit and 
served Holy Communion.

Rev. Fleming’s sermon was 
“The Great Commission” with 
his selected scripture Matthew 
28:16-20.

What is our responsibility 
as Christians? By definition, 
a commission is “appointed” 
for only one purpose. We have 
a specific mission; everything 
we do should be to bring 
people to Christ. We need to 
take the Great Commission 
seriously.

The Great Commission is 
the personal responsibility of 

every Christian, not the “job” 
of the preacher or other leader 
in the congregation.

What keeps us from keep-
ing from fulfilling our com-
mission? We need to reset our 
priorities. God doesn’t call the 
equipped but rather equips 
those whom he calls.

Someone is watching you; 
are you putting God first in 
your life?

Vodra Gerard rang the bell 
to begin Morning Worship; he 
and his twin Aldi took up the 
tithes and offerings.

Sandra Boaz was our lead 
elder during October.

Having birthdays the sec-
ond half of October have been 
Karen Vaughn, 16th, David 
Miller, 25th, and Gage Roach 
turned 16 Tuesday, the 28th.

Don and Mary Jones had a 
wedding anniversary Oct. 24.

We invite you to join us 
each Sunday, beginning with 
fellowship and coffee at 9:15, 
Bible study for all ages at 
9:30 is followed by Morning 
Worship at 10:30

The church is located at the 
intersection of Camp Ground 
Road and Tunnel Lane east 
of Anna, north of Route 146.

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community
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                                              MEMORANDUM 
All Elected Officers; 
All Directors of the Executive Code Departments; 
All Presidents of Public Universities and Colleges; 
All Chairpersons of Executive Boards, Bureaus, and Commissions; 
All Officers in charge of the Property of the State of Illinois; and, 
All Governing Bodies in the County of Surplus Properties locations

Raven A. DeVaughn, Director RAD
October 31, 2025
Offering of State-Owned Surplus Property

TO:

FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT

Each year all officers in charge of State of Illinois (State) real property are required to perform an inventory and determine if it is advantageous to the State to 
dispose of said property. Pursuant to 30 ILCS 605/7.1, State Property Control Act, the following properties have been declared surplus. These surplus prop-
erties are available for transfer to State Agencies and to governing bodies of the County, Cities, Villages, and incorporated Towns in the county where such 
surplus properties are located (together referred to as “Entities”):

Interested Agencies  and  Entities  must  submit  a  written  response  to  Illinois  Department  of  Central Management Services (CMS) at the contact informa-
tion provided below, requesting that control of the properties be transferred. The request must indicate the reason for transfer, the intended use of the properties 
and any relevant information. Written requests must be submitted to CMS within 30 days from the above date to be considered.

CMS may deny any or all such requests by a State Agency or Entities if CMS determines that it is more advantageous for the State to dispose of the surplus 
real property through a sale pursuant to 30 ILCS 605/7.1(d).

All requests and questions should be in writing and directed to Deputy Director Jennifer Haley, CMS Bureau of Property Management, 555 W. Monroe, 13th 
floor, Chicago, IL 60661 or via email at Jennifer.Haley@Illinois.gov.

1 Property identified for potential pending disposition due to the Site Readiness/Surplus to Success Program per 20 ILCS 405/405-217
2 Property identified for potential pending disposition due to the Site Readiness/Surplus to Success Program per 20 ILCS 405/405-217
3 Property identified for potential pending disposition due to the Site Readiness/Surplus to Success Program per 20 ILCS 405/405-217
4 Property identified for potential pending disposition due to the Site Readiness/Surplus to Success Program per 20 ILCS 405/405-217

Jonesboro School 
names honor students

Jonesboro School has an-
nounced the 2025-2026 first 
quarter honor roll and high 
honor roll students

Honor Roll
Fifth Grade
Kate Cohen, Cooper Dal-

las, Karcen Easterly, Owen 
Jiter, Mariah Miller, Caliope 
Pind, Kimber Webb, Cain 
Williams, Warner Wingate 
and Lydia Wright.

Sixth Grade
Zella Baggott, Mahayla 

Dukes, Jayda Mayes, Lillian 
Newberry, Adelle Sherril, RJ 
Turner, Kamiya Velasquez, 
Sam Warden and Kameron 
Zimmerman.

Seventh Grade
Blake Edwards,  Knox 

Harris, Ethan Jiter, Jonah 
Miller, Conner Pind, Aiden 
Shepard, Creighton Todd, 

Madi Wilkins and Kaitlyn 
Zimmerman.

Eighth Grade
Colton Barnhart, Reagan 

Cheek, Addison Ebberts, Eli-
za Hutcheson, Camden Knue-
ven, Amani Messerly, Ryley 
Nance and Emme Stewart.

High Honor Roll
Fifth Grade
Ella Bailey, Margaret Bai-

ley and Lily Dallas. 
Sixth Grade
Landon Hill, Emma Lamb-

din and Dylan Walker.
Seventh Grade
Charlie Barlow, Jayden 

Benefield, Eli Cohen, Nolan 
Newberry, Collin Staples and 
Lawson Ury.

Eighth Grade
Arianna Black, Eli Fehren-

bacher, Hank Goss and Gavin 
McFadden.

Shawnee students earn 
honor roll distinctions

Shawnee School District 
No. 84 has awarded honor 
roll and high honor roll status 
to qualifying students for the 
first quarter of the 2025-2026 
school year.

Honor Roll
Junior High
Randall Neilson, Cooper 

Sullivan, Kylee Bade, Kolsyn 
Kaufman and Adalyn Follis.

High School
Gracelynn Bigham, Ah-

anna Moore, Hunter Ross, 
Eliza Ford, Aryana Heisne, 
DJ Rushing, Matthew White, 
Keaton Carmack, Olivia Der-
ossett and Aniston Nicholson.

High Honor Roll
Junior High
Ava Thomas, Alivia Holley, 

Dakoda Ross, Carlie Chap-
man, Clayton Chapman, Ella 
Faulkner,

Jonathan Hubbs and Mur-
phy Wilson.

High School
Eva Barcenas, Saphyre 

Beasley, Eva Ford, Lillie Grif-
fin, Emma Neilson, Connor 
Wilson, Adyson Choate, Ad-
dilyn Clark, Peyton Clymore, 
Nick Dallas, Sereniti Mefford, 
Madalyn Schuster, Haleigh 
Charles, Cindy Price, Daisy 
Taylor and Emma Young.

This past Sunday, Oct. 26, 
Pastor Perry Williams spoke 
in our morning service, and 
his message addressed the 
question, “What does the 
church need to stand and be 
strong?” Our church must be 
built on Jesus Christ and Him 
alone. His text was found in 
chapter sixteen of the book 
of Matthew from the New 
Testament.

  Music Dee Rose led in 
worship accompanied by the 
choir. Dee York played the 
piano. The Tehandòn Family 
sang the song, “Your Great 
Name.”

  Our service was sent via 
transmitter station 87.9 FM 

News from

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro

Illinois sets record for 
youth deer season harvest

Illinois youth deer hunters 
set a record for the season, 
harvesting a preliminary total 
of 4,714 deer Oct. 11-13.

The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources, IDNR, 
reported that the top har-
vest counties for the youth 
deer  hunting season included 
Randolph, 259; Pike, 164; 
Adams, 155; Jefferson, 155; 
and Marion, 135.

Comparatively, youth hunt-
ers took 4,097 deer during the 
season in 2024. ]

Preliminary harvest totals 
for area counties included:

Union County: 64 deer in 
2025, compared to 57 in 2024 
and 78 in 2023.

Alexander County: 17 in 
2025, eight in 2024 and 16 
in 2023.

Jackson County: 94 in 2025, 

77 in 2024 and 90 in 2023.
Johnson County: 42 in 

2025, 48 in 2024 and 45 in 
2023.

Massac County: 16 in 
2025, 24 in 2024 and 22 in 
2023.

Pulaski County: 22 in 
2025, 18 in 2024 and 35 in 
2023.

Williamson County: 57 in 
2025, 48 in 2024 and 57 in 
2023.

IDNR noted that youth 
hunters with an unfilled, valid 
youth deer permit may still 
hunt with the permit during 
the upcoming firearm deer 
seasons, which are sched-
uled Nov. 21-23 and Dec. 
4-7. This is the first year that 
unfilled youth permits are 
valid for both segments of the 
firearm season. 

26th; Men’s Bible Study at 6 
p.m., Monday, Oct. 27; Dig 
In Children’s Program, Youth 
and Adult Bible Study on 
Wednesday, Oct. 29, from 6-8 
p.m., and the Dig-In Children’s 
Trunk or Treat on Friday, Octo-
ber 31, at 6-8 p.m. for children 
age 3 through 6th grade.

  Recent birthdays: Sta-
cy Freeman, born Oct. 26; 
and  Janet Wallenmeyer, born 
Oct. 31. Happy birthday to all!

  Currently, our regular 
schedule for worship at Jones-
boro First Baptist includes 
Sunday School classes on 
Sundays at 9 a.m.; Sunday 
morning worship at 10 a.m.; 
both Youth for 6th-12th grades 
and Sunday evening worship at 
6 p.m. Our Children’s Dig-In 
Program meets on Wednes-
days, from 6-8 p.m. Youth 
7th-12th grades meet 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesdays. Our Adult Prayer 
Meeting and Bible Study also 
meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 
p.m. All are invited to attend.

IDNR announces youth 
waterfowl hunting sites

Numerous Illinois state 
parks, state fish and wildlife ar-
eas, and other public lands are 
scheduled to be open to youth 
waterfowl hunting during the 
2025 youth waterfowl hunts.

Federal sites that fall under 
the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources’, IDNR, 
waterfowl administrative rule 
are those scheduled to be open 
for the hunts.

At most sites, regulations 
that apply during the regular 
waterfowl hunting season 
apply during the youth hunt. 
Hunters should check for 
changes to site-specific regu-
lations and procedures. During 
the youth hunt, the bag limits 
are the same as during regular 
seasons.

In keeping with federal 
regulations, youth waterfowl 
hunters aged 17 or younger 

for those who want to listen 
via the radio. The service 
was also live streamed on 
Facebook, so if you missed it, 
you still have an opportunity 
to view it. Please check our 
Facebook page, Jonesboro 
FBC, for the videos and latest 
info on church events.

  Jonesboro FBC is par-
ticipating in the Operation 
Christmas Child Shoe Box 
program this year. Shoe boxes 
are now available for anyone 
who would like to participate. 
Pick up your shoe box now and 
return by mid-November.

 This week’s activities in-
clude a Potluck after our Sun-
day morning service on the 

may hunt ducks, geese, coots 
and mergansers if they are 
accompanied by an adult. The 
accompanying adult cannot 
hunt these species but may 
participate in other open sea-
son hunts if allowed at the site.

Youth hunters must have a 
valid hunting license, youth 
hunting license or apprentice 
hunting license. Those youth 
with a hunting license may be 
supervised by an adult at least 
18 years old, but youth hunting 
license and apprentice license 
holders must be accompanied 
by an adult at least 21 years 
old. Youth waterfowl hunters 
aged 16 and older must have 
a federal duck stamp. Youth 
waterfowl hunters are not 
required to have an Illinois 
duck stamp. Additional infor-
mation about hunting license 
requirements and regulations 
can be found in the 2025-2026 
Digest of Illinois Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations.

Special youth hunts taking 
place through the youth wa-
terfowl hunting permit or other 
youth-only hunts at IDNR sites 
are open only to youth hunters 
aged 10-17. The 2025 special 
hunts include a Southern Illi-
nois Youth Waterfowl Hunt at 
the Union County State Fish 
and Wildlife Area on Dec. 28. 
All other youth hunts are open 
to those ages 17 and younger.

All waterfowl hunters, in-
cluding those participating in 
the youth hunt, are required 
to register with the Harvest  
Information Program, HIP. 
IDNR advised that hunters 
should register for HIP at the 
license vendor when they buy 
their hunting license or when 
they purchase online through 
IDNR at ExploremoreIL.com.

State and federal sites in 
the South Central Zone where 
a youth waterfowl hunt is 
scheduled Nov. 8-9 include 
Campbell Pond, Carlyle Lake 
State Fish and Wildlife Area, 
Kaskaskia State Fish and Wild-
life Area, Kinkaid Lake State 
Fish and Wildlife Area, the 
Mississippi River and Oak-
wood Bottoms

Pick up next week's Gazette Democrat for Pick up next week's Gazette Democrat for 
our annual Salute to Veteransour annual Salute to Veterans 

Page 6 - Section A                                                                                                  Thursday, October 30, 2025                                                                                       The Gazette-Democrat



The Gazette-Democrat 	                          Thursday, October 30, 2025	  Section A - Page 7

The Lick Creek School 
district has announced the 
students who have earned 
honor roll and high honor 
�U�R�O�O�� �G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �À�U�V�W��
quarter of the school year. 

Honor Roll
Bailey Lynn Duty, Bryson 

Wayne Hoehner, Tanner 
Hope Gerardi, Taylynn Faith 
Gerardi, Jocelyn Colleen 
Lyon, Emma Grace Schlen-
ker, Brooklyn Rebecca Ship-
ley, Isabella Marie Mendez 
Fabery, Jaden Jeffrey Miller, 
Paisley Jae New, Daniel Aus-
tin Plott and Serenity Lynn 
Hanney.

Rosaleigha Annabel le 

Mendez Fabery, Heinrich 
Wichmann "Henry" Mober-
ley, Bentley Drew Cobb, 
Alice Marie Hileman, Ryan 
Chr istopher Houseman, 
Conway Claudale Smith, 
Macy Elaine Clutts, Jayce 
Jordan Culli, Zander Mi-
chael Sullens and Alexander 
Benjamin Scott Wright.

High Honor Roll
Otto Wayne Banks, Wil-

liam Scott Bowen, Blakeley 
Ann-Marie Bryan, Abigail 
Rosalie Fern Marie Evers, 
William Ellis Glays, Malory 
Elizabeth Hal, Miles Parker 
"Milo" Houseman, Hank 
Sawyer Newman, Rodney 

James "RJ" Wright, Madelyn 
Jo Coomer, Lawson Carter 
Duty, Friedrich Wichmann 
"Fritz" Moberley, Michael 
Christopher Schmidt and 
Bela Lynn Cook. 

Kooper DuWayne Glasco, 
Elijah Alexander Dean Hall, 
Hayes Matthew Pinnon, 
Elias Carter "Eli" House-
man, Taylor Marie Baker, 
Ayla Kree Corbit, Owen 
Cache Corbit, Kayleigh Eliz-
abeth McMahan, Jet Allen 
Newman, Emelia C Orange, 
Maggie Dawn Roach, Ab-
igail Rene Thorn, Payton 
Abigail Brown and William 
Xavier Brown.

Lick Creek names honor roll students News from

Anna Nazarene Church
Sunday, Oct. 26
The morning worship ser-

vice was held at 10:35 a.m. 
on Oct. 26. Announcements 
were given by Jessica Elkins. 
Gifts of Cards of Apprectian 
were presented to Pastor 
Wright by Church Board 
Secretary, Jessica Elkins in 
honor of Pastor Appreciation 
Day. 

The worship service was 
led by Pastor Wright and the 
worship team. The message 
“We Must Not Lose The 
Vision Of The Church” was 
brought by Pastor Wright 

from Luke 10:2-3, Matthew 
4:19, Matthew 28:18-19, 
John 4:34, 2 Peter 3:9, John 
4:35, Galatians 6:7-10, Mat-
thew 9:37-38.

A Pastor Appreciation 
Meal was held in the Fel-
lowship Hall following the 
Morning Worship Service.

There was no evening 
worship service on October 
26.

Celebrating a birthday this 
week is: 28th-Dale Millis

Sunday, Nov. 2
Breakfast, 9 a.m. Sunday 

School, 9:30 a.m. Morning 

Worship Service,10:35 a.m. 
Evening Worship Service, 
6 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 5
Wednesday Night Service 

will be held at 6:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. Youth Group 
in the Fellowship Hall at 
6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 8
Fun and games for all at 4 

p.m. Cornhole tournament, 
chili cook-off

You may contact  the 
church by calling the church 
�R�I�À�F�H�� �D�W�� �������������������������� �D�Q�G��
leaving a message if nec-
essary or by calling Pastor 
Wright at 618-534-7103.


