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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Heavy early voting reported

Tuesday, Nov. 5, Election Day in Union County

The National Park Service 
on Oct. 14 officially recog-
nized the Historic Jonesboro 
Business District as an official 
Interpretive Site along the 
Northern Route of the “Chero-
kee Trail of Tears” through 
Southern Illinois.  

Under an agreement with 
the Secretary of the Interior 
and the National Trails System 
Act, the Illinois Trail of Tears 
Association, the Cherokee 
Nation, the City of Jonesboro 
and the National Park Service 
all have agreed that important 
and significant events took 
place in Jonesboro and vicini-
ty during the years 1837-1839.

During that time period, 
thousands of Cherokee people 
from the Southeast United 
States were removed along 
a route which included the 
Golconda to Jonesboro Road 
in Southern Illinois.  

During the severe winter 
of 1838-1839, the Mississippi 
River froze and the three fer-
ries used to cross the Missis-
sippi became inoperable. 

Hundreds of Cherokee were 
stranded under harsh condi-
tions until the spring thaw 
opened the river. 

Eventually, the Cherokee 
people could continue their 
journey to “Indian County” 
in Oklahoma, but not before 
leaving many loved ones who 
perished.   

Today, the Trail of Tears As-
sociation, in conjunction with 
the National Park Service and 
nine states that the Trail passes 
through, remember the “Re-
moval” of the Cherokee using 
the National Trails System Act 
to memorialize this period in 
the nation’s history.  

Other Certified Trail of 
Tears Sites in Illinois include 
the Camp Ground Cemetery, 
the Jentel Farm Trail Segment, 
the McGinnis Cemetery Trail 
Segment, the Toler Farm Trail 
Segment, the Wagner Farm 
Trail Segment, the Bridges 
Tavern Site and the Hamburg 
Hill Trail Segment.  

As more sites are identified, 
there is potential to add more 

Certified Locations.   
The National Trails Sys-

tems Act is the same law the 
marks the Lincoln/Douglas 
Debate Site in Jonesboro, as 
well as the Lewis and Clark 
Trail located west of Ware.

Happy Halloween to all of 
our readers. Peanuts char-
acter Linus was seen waiting 
for the Great Pumpkin at the 
Shriners building at the Anna 
City Park.

***
It’s almost time to “fall 

back” once again. Daylight 
saving time comes to an end 
early Sunday morning, Nov. 
3. Be sure to set your clocks 
back one hour.

***
If you have not already 

done so, be sure to vote on 
Nov. 5.

***
Wind gusts of up to 40 

miles per hour were reported 
in the region early Tuesday 
afternoon as the paper was 
going to press.

***
The Cobden Lions Club has 

donated $1,000 to Cobden’s 
village park fund.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-

nity High School is extending 
heartfelt thanks to Bruce Bell 
for his donations of sports 
memorabilia in honor of his 
daughter, swimmer Elizabeth 
Bell (class of 2010), and 
$15,000 to add to a scholar-
ship fund in memory of his 
late wife and former teacher 
Jill Pearce Bell.

*** 
A-JCHS National Honor 

Society members plan to offer 
free babysitting service during 
parent/teacher conferences 
which are scheduled Nov. 7.

***
Winter cheerleading try-

outs are scheduled Nov. 2 at 
A-JCHS.

***
Twenty-four members of 

the Cobden Youth & Com-
munity Advocates took part 
in a Cobden Cleanup event 
on Oct. 20. 

***
The Cobden Youth & Com-

munity Advocates plan to 
have a food drive Nov. 1-19 
at Cobden Junior-Senior High 
School.

***
Cobden student Mason 

Lyerla represented Ed Rising 
Illinois as the vice president 
at a recent Future Teacher 
Conference at Illinois State 
University in Normal. He also 
attended a meeting with the 
governor’s office and advo-
cated for additional funding 
for Ed Rising.

(continued on page 2)

Certificate presented
Trail of Tears Association board member and 

Jonesboro alderman Steve Haldeman, left, presented 
Jonesboro Mayor Ken Blandford with the Trail of Tears 
National Historic Trail Certificate. Photo provided.

Election year message
A display at the Union County Museum in downtown 

Cobden offers an election message...and reminder. 
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 5. 

The county clerk said the 
election was running smooth-
ly.

2024 Election
Voters will be casting bal-

lots in five county offices in 
November.

Union County voters also 
will help to decide the out-
come of presidential, Con-
gressional and state represen-
tative races.

Judicial retention and state-
wide advisory questions also 
are on the ballot.

County Offices
Union County offices on 

the ballot include circuit clerk, 
state’s attorney, coroner, board 
of commissioners Seat A and

(continued on page 2)

ing, nearly 950 early voting 
ballots had been recorded at 
the county clerk’s office at 
the courthouse in Jonesboro. 
Meisenheimer said he ex-
pected that the total would top 
1,000 on Friday. Nearly 500 
mail-in ballots also had been 
recorded.

Early and grace period vot-
ing are scheduled Saturday 
and Sunday, Nov. 2-3, at the 
county clerk’s office. Voting 
hours are scheduled from 8 
a.m. to noon Saturday and 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. 
Grace period voting offers 
an extension of the period of 
time a voter can register to 
vote or to update registration 
information.

An update on the 2024 
general election was shared at 
last Friday morning’s regular 
meeting of the Union County 
Board of Commissioners.

The meeting was at the 
Union County Courthouse in 
Jonesboro.

The general election is set 
for Tuesday, Nov. 5. Polling 
places will be open from 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. in Union 
County.

Union County Clerk Lance 
Meisenheimer reported at 
Friday’s county board meet-
ing that interest in the national 
election has spurred local 
early voting turnout. Early 
voting began Sept. 26.

As of last Friday morn-

Choate Mental Health, Developmental Center, Anna
New phase of three-year transformation initiative will increase mental health beds

mendations from the South-
ern Illinois University, SIU, 
School of Medicine and was 
made in close collaboration 
with IDHS’s Division of Men-
tal Health and Division of 
Developmental Disabilities.

The 229-acre Choate cam-
pus located at 1000 N. Main 
St. in Anna currently includes 
a state-operated developmen-

(continued on page 2)

expansion, part of our ongoing 
transformation plan, ensures 
individualized care options for 
patients with serious mental 
health needs. I want to thank 
IDHS for their commitment 
and leadership as we focus 
on improving services for Il-
linoisans.”

The decision to expand 
beds for mental health ser-
vices is informed by recom-

and to reshape the way the 
state approaches care for in-
dividuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities, I/
DD.

“As the state continues to 
support the needs of residents 
at Choate Mental Health and 
Development Center, we are 
placing safety, respect and 
community at the forefront,” 
the governor said. “This new 

operated psychiatric hospital 
on the Choate campus, up 
to 25 additional beds will be 
added over the course of the 
next several months.

IDHS said this is a critical 
next step for the three-year 
transformation initiative, an-
nounced by Gov. JB Pritzker 
and IDHS in March 2023, 
which aims to repurpose por-
tions of the Choate campus 

The Illinois Department of 
Human Services, IDHS, on 
Oct. 28 announced the expan-
sion of beds for mental health 
services in the civil units at 
Choate Mental Health and De-
velopmental Center in Anna.

IDHS said in a news release 
that it plans to launch the ex-
pansion at Choate on Nov. 1.

There are currently beds 
for 50 patients at the state-

A Trail of Tears Original 
Route sign near Camp 
Ground Church, which 
located east of Anna. File 
photo.

Historic Jonesboro Business District recognized
as official Cherokee Trail of Tears Interpretive Site

Exceptional contributions recognized
Anna School District No. 37 art teacher Josh 

Shearer, standing at left, was named a Distinguished 
Member of the Illinois Art Education Association at the 
association’s annual state conference in Bloomington-
Normal. Photo provided.

Anna School District No. 
37 art teacher Josh Shearer 
has received the honor off 
being named a Distinguished 
Member of the Illinois Art 
Education Association.

Shearer was honored Fri-
day, Oct. 18, at the associa-
tion’s annual state conference 
in Bloomington-Normal.

The Anna teacher was rec-
ognized for  his exceptional 
contributions to art education 
and advocacy.  

The prestigious recognition 
is a reflection of Shearer’s 
enduring commitment to nur-
turing creativity and access 
to the arts for students across 
the state.

Shearer said his journey 
into the world of art education 
began in kindergarten, when 
he met Mrs. Nancy Murray, 
the art teacher who would 

shape his future. 
He said that Mrs. Murray 

opened his eyes to the power 
of art to heal, understand and 
teach. 

He continued learning un-
der her guidance through 
community college, where her 
passion inspired him to pursue 
a career in education. 

By middle school, Shearer 
said he had already decided 
to become a teacher, with art 
naturally being the subject that 
filled him with the most joy 
and engagement.

In 2009, after starting his 
teaching career at Century 
Unit District 100 in Ullin, he 
faced the challenges of the 
Great Recession, which ended 
his role. 

But his dedication to art 
education didn’t waver. Two 
years later, in 2011, he found 

his place at Anna School 
District No. 37, teaching 3rd 
through 8th grade. 

It was in Anna that his  ad-
vocacy and leadership took 
flight. He not only began his 
work in Studio 37, but also 
became South Council vice 
president for the Illinois Art 
Education Association, es-
tablishing the long-running 
Southern Illinois Art Educa-
tion Conference and contrib-
uting to statewide art educa-
tion standards.

His advocacy extended far 
beyond the classroom. He 
championed art education at 
local, state and national levels, 
organizing events in Spring-
field and Washington, D.C., 
and continuing even during 
the pandemic with a virtual 
Art Advocacy Week. 

(continued on page 2)

Art education association honors Anna District 37 teacher
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(continued from page 1)
The Cobden High School 

Beta Club is offering babysit-
ting service during junior high 
and high school ball games.

*** 
A reception was planned 

Tuesday evening, Oct. 29 at 
Morris Library on the South-
ern Illinois University Car-
bondale campus. The recep-
tion was held to celebrate 
art work created by Cobden 
and Christopher high school 
students in response to a guid-
ed exploration of the SIUC 
photojournalism exhibition 
“Views from Alto Pass and 
Cobden” weekend workshop.

*** 
A Lawyer in the Library 

session with attorney Gene 
Turk is scheduled from noon 
to 2 p.m. Nov. 20 at Stinson 
Memorial Library in Anna.

***
Jonesboro Head Start host-

ed an Illinois Agriculture in 
the Classroom presentation 
on Oct. 25.

***
James Walton was recently 

named as TRiO Educational 
Talent Search-Shawnee Com-
munity College director. He 
has worked at the college 
since 2015. 

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege also is welcoming human 
resource operations specialist 
Rhiannon Martin. 

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege is gearing up for an 
upcoming accreditation visit 
from the Higher Learning 
Commission in January. The 
commission is an independent 
agency that accredits degree-
granting colleges and univer-
sities in the United States. 

***
Enrollment for spring class-

(continued from page 1)
These efforts culminated in 

what Shearer said is his proud-
est achievement: founding Art 
for All in 2018. This organiza-
tion is dedicated to expanding 
access to visual art, design and 
media education in Illinois 
public schools, impacting 10 
districts, including his own 
beginnings at Century Unit 
District 100.

Shearer said he has dedicat-
ed the recognition he received 
from the Illinois Art Educa-
tion Association to the late 
Mrs. Nancy Murray, whose 
influence shaped his life and 
passion, and to all students 
who are still denied the op-
portunity to experience the 
magic of art education. 

Shearer said his goal is to 
see that his work continues to 
make a profound difference in 
the lives of students, ensuring 
that art remains an essential 
part of education.

(continued from page 1)
board of commissioners Seat 
D. Both seats on the county 
board of commissioners are 
for terms of six years.

Incumbent county office-
holders include circuit clerk 
Keri E. Clark, state’s attorney 
Tyler E. Tripp, coroner Jon 
Shaffer, county commissioner 
(Seat A) Kent L. Pitts and 
county commissioner (Seat 
D) Max Miller. All of the 
incumbents are Republicans. 
The Democrats do not have 
any candidates seeking county 
offices in the election.

Federal, State Offices
The ballot for president and 

vice president of the United 

(continued from page 1)
tal center, a state-operated 
psychiatric hospital, an IDHS 
local public benefits office and 
two case processing centers.

During the three-year time-
frame, portions of the Choate 
campus will be repurposed 
to meet patient capacity and 
other state needs.

This much needed addi-
tional civil capacity expansion 
will benefit the entire state as 
it will accept former forensic 
patients who are ready to 
move to a less restrictive envi-
ronment as they work towards 
their goal of returning to the 
community, IDHS said.

The shift in expanding ca-
pacity for step-down and other 
civil patients will increase the 
capacity to provide forensic 
placements and in-patient 
restoration services more 
quickly.

Additionally, in coordina-
tion with their families and 
guardians, and with support 
from the SIU School of Medi-
cine, current residents with I/
DD at Choate Developmental 
Center continue to have the 
opportunity to transition into 
community-based settings, 
private intermediate care fa-
cilities or other state centers 
where they will receive com-
prehensive, personalized care.

“I want to thank Governor 
Pritzker for his focus on serv-
ing our patients in a commu-
nity setting when possible, 
and ensuring we stay focused 

News Notes

Art teacher

es at Shawnee Community 
College started Monday, Oct. 
28.

***
A Veterans Day vigil is 

planned Nov. 11 at Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale.

Christmas 
Shop to open
for season

With the holiday season 
right around the corner, the 
Christmas Shop at 117 S. 
Appleknocker in downtown 
Cobden is scheduled to open 
for its 22nd season on Satur-
day, Nov. 2.

The shop is scheduled to 
be open on weekends through 
Saturday, Dec. 21.

Hours on Saturdays are 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Hours 
on Sunday are from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Friday afternoon hours 
are by chance.

Items featured in the shop 
this year include Christopher 
Radko ornaments, sleds, Wil-
low Tree, Jim Shore, AnnaL-
ee, led lights, trees of all sizes, 
garland, Santas, wreaths, rib-
bon and more. Everything is 
either new or gently used and 
priced below retail.

The Christmas Shop is the 
primary fund-raiser for the 
Union County Historical and 
Genealogy Society, which is 
an all volunteer organization.

The society owns and oper-
ates the Union County Mu-
seum in Cobden, sponsors 
history fairs in local schools 
and history related programs 
throughout the year.  All 
events are free and open to 
the public.

More information is avail-
able by calling 618-893-2865, 
618-893-2567 or 618-893-
2067.

Youth deer 
hunt totals
announced

Youth hunters in Illinois 
harvested a preliminary to-
tal of 4,057 deer during the 
youth deer hunting season 
Oct. 12-14. 

Comparatively, youth hunt-
ers took 4,576 deer during the 
season in 2023, the Illinois 
Department of Natural Re-
sources, IDNR, reported.

In Union County, 56 deer 
were harvested this year, 
compared to 78 in 2023 and 
44 in 2022.

Youth hunters with an un-
filled, valid youth deer permit 
may still hunt with the permit 
during the upcoming first fire-
arm deer season Nov. 22-24, 
IDNR advised.

Polling places are set  for 
the 2024 general election in 
Union County. The election 
is Tuesday, Nov. 5.

The polling places will be 
open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Election Day.

Union County polling plac-
es follow, by precinct:

Anna 1 and 2: Main Street 
Center, 400 S. Main St., Anna.

Anna 3 and 4: Anna City 

States includes Democrats 
Kamala D. Harris and Tim 
Walz and Republicans Don-
ald J. Trump and JD Vance. 
Independent candidates Rob-
ert F. Kennedy and Nicole 
Shanahan also appear on the 
ballot. Kennedy suspended his 
presidential campaign.

In the race for representa-
tive in Congress from the 12th 
Congressional District in Il-
linois, Republican incumbent 
Mike Bost is being challenged 
by Democrat Brian Roberts.

For representative in the Il-
linois General Assembly from 
the 118th Representative Dis-
trict, incumbent Republican 
Paul Jacobs is unopposed.

Judicial Retention
Voters will decide if the fol-

lowing First Judicial Circuit 
judges are to be retained in of-
fice: John W. Sanders, Cary C. 
Gill, Amanda Byassee Gott, 
Stephen R. Green, Christy W. 
Solverson and Cord Zachary 
Wittig.

Advisory Questions
Three statewide advisory 

questions are on the Novem-
ber ballot:

•Should any candidate ap-
pearing on the Illinois ballot 
for federal, State or local of-
fice be subject to civil penal-
ties if the candidate interferes 
or attempts to interfere with 
an election worker’s official 
duties?

•Should the Illinois Consti-
tution be amended to create an 
additional 3% tax on income 
greater than $1,000,000 for 
the purpose of dedicating 
funds raised to property tax 
relief?

•Should all medically ap-
propriate assisted reproduc-
tive treatments, including, 
but not limited to, in vitro 
fertilization, be covered by 
any health insurance plan in 
Illinois that provides coverage 
for pregnancy benefits, with-
out limitation on the number 
of treatments?

Voters will decide Yes or 
No to each of the three ques-
tions on the ballot.

Election update

Union County polling places set for Election Day
Hall community room, 103 
Market St., Anna.

Anna 5 and 6: Nazarene 
Church, 100 Kirk St., Anna.

Anna 7: Jo-Co Pools, 1009 
Enterprise Dr., Anna.

Jonesboro 1 and 2: First 
Baptist Church, 201 W. Wal-
nut St., Jonesboro.

Jonesboro 3: Jonesboro Fire 
Station, 102 W. Market St., 
Jonesboro.

Cobden 1 and 2: First Bap-
tist Church, 200 S. Walker St., 
Cobden.

Dongola 1 and 2: Com-
munity center, 105 Oak St., 
Dongola.

Alto Pass: New Alto Pass 
civic center, 19 Elm St., Alto 
Pass.

Mill Creek: Mill Creek 
Baptist Church, 8525 State 
Route 127 South, Mill Creek.

Balcom: Big Creek Bap-
tist Church, 485 Big Creek 
Church Rd., south of Anna.

Lick Creek: Lick Creek 
School, 7355 Lick Creek Rd., 
Buncombe.

Stokes: Camp Ground 
Church, 50 Tunnel Ln., east 
of Anna.

Union: Wolf Lake commu-
nity center, 4720 State Route 
3 North, Wolf Lake.

Choate Center, Anna
on supporting Choate resi-
dents, past and present,” IDHS 
Secretary Designate Dulce M. 
Quintero said.

Safe, gradual, carefully 
planned resident transitions 
take place in close coordina-
tion with individuals them-
selves and their families and/
or guardians. The well-being 
and dignity of individuals 
guides each step of the pro-
cess. To date, 56 individu-
als have transferred to other 
living arrangements of their 
choice.

IDHS said that one of its 
highest priorities is ensuring 
that sufficient staff is available 
to meet the needs of residents 
at its state-operated facilities. 
IDHS has devoted significant 
resources to ensure residents 
and patients at Choate are well 
served. ​

Staffing ratios have im-
proved over the past year, as 
the number of staff at Choate 
has remained consistent even 
as the number of residents in 
the developmental center has 
decreased as they transition 
to the community and living 
arrangements of their and their 
guardians’ choice.

Ongoing State Support 
for Three-Year Transforma-
tion Initiative

In March 2023, the gov-
ernor and IDHS announced 
a transformation initiative to 
reshape the way the State ap-
proaches care for individuals 
with I/DD. The comprehen-

sive plan included:
Repurposing the Choate 

Mental Health and Develop-
mental Center over three years 
in partnership with the SIU 
School of Medicine.

Implementing new safety 
enhancements at Choate and 
across all state-operated de-
velopmental centers, includ-
ing appointing a chief resident 
safety officer and now an 
agency safety officer.

Expanding support for fam-
ilies and individuals to pursue 
opportunities for community-
based living while continuing 
to invest in community pro-
vider capacity.

The transformation at Cho-
ate is designed to continue to 
adopt nationwide, research-
informed best practices and 
advance the state’s commit-
ment to equity and the civil 
rights of people with disabili-
ties. It also reflects the state’s 
duty to ensure residents with 
disabilities have a full op-
portunity to live in the least 
restrictive environment.

This transformation is an-
chored by a partnership with 
Southern Illinois University. 

Led by Dr. Kari M. Wolf, 
CEO of the Behavioral Health 
Workforce Center, partners 
from SIU School of Medicine 
continue to help shape the 
transformation, leading cru-
cial operational components. 
This includes recommenda-
tions to repurpose the Cho-
ate campus for other service 

delivery, supporting initiatives 
that focus on staff training 
and objectively assessing the 
safety, patient care and work-
force needs of Choate.

Leaders from SIU Car-
bondale and the Springfield-
based School of Medicine 
provide ongoing expertise on 
the broader transformation.

The IDHS Division of De-
velopmental Disabilities op-
erates seven state-operated 
developmental centers across 
Illinois. These centers pro-
vide residential support for 
individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabili-
ties and a variety of treatment 
programs/services, includ-
ing educational, vocational, 
recreational, physical and 
behavioral healthcare needs.

The division operates three 
Home and Community-Based 
Services Medicaid Waivers 
serving over 24,000 individu-
als via adult community inte-
grated living arrangements, 
child group homes, and child 
and adult home-based pro-
grams in addition to day pro-
gramming and other ancillary 
services.

The IDHS Division of Men-
tal Health operates seven 
state-run psychiatric hospital 
facilities across Illinois, in-
cluding a smaller facility on 
the campus of Choate. These 
hospitals provide civil and 
forensic psychiatric hospital-
ization for individuals experi-
encing severe mental illness.

‘Get Batty’ event held in Jonesboro
Visitors could learn all about bats at an event held Friday evening, Oct. 25, in Union County. The U.S. Forest 

Service/Shawnee National Forest hosted a free “Get Batty” event at the Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in 
Jonesboro. “Get Batty” was held in conjunction with the late October observance of Bat Week, which is an 
international celebration of the role of bats in nature. 

“Get Batty” featured a variety of bat stations. Young visitors could practice their skills as a wildlife biologist 
and earn an official naturalist certificate at a “bat cave” which was set up in a gazebo at the picnic grounds. Those 
who helped at the event included local Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, 
University of Illinois Extension and Master Naturalists.
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MEMORANDUM 
All Elected Ofþcers; 
All Directors of the Executive Code Departments; 
All Presidents of Public Universities and Colleges; 
All Chairpersons of Executive Boards, Bureaus, and Commissions; 
All Ofþcers in charge of the Property of the State of Illinois;
and, All Governing Bodies in the County of Surplus Properties locations

Raven A. DeVaughn, Director RAD
October 31, 2024 
Offering of State-Owned Surplus Property

TO:

FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT

Each year all ofþcers in charge of State of Illinois (State) real property are required to perform 
an inventory and determine if it is advantageous to the State to dispose of said property. Pursu-
ant to 30 ILCS 605/7.1, State Property Control Act, the following properties have been declared 
surplus. These surplus properties are available for transfer to State Agencies and to governing 
bodies of the County, Cities, Villages, and incorporated Towns in the county where such surplus 
properties are located (together referred to as òEntitiesó):

Interested Agencies and Entities must submit a written response to Illinois Department of 
Central Management Services (CMS) at the contact information provided below, requesting that 
control of the properties be transferred. The request must indicate the reason for transfer, the 
intended use of the properties and any relevant information. Written requests must be submitted 
to CMS within 30 days from the above date to be considered. 
CMS may deny any or all such requests by a State Agency or Entities if CMS determines that it 
is more advantageous for the State to dispose of the surplus real property through a sale pursu-
ant to 30 ILCS 605/7.1(d). 
All requests and questions should be in writing and directed to Deputy Director Michael Pittman, 
CMS Bureau of Property Management, 313 South Sixth Street, Springþeld, Illinois 62701 or via 
email at Michael.Pittman@illinois.gov. 

Oct. 27
Oct. 27
Oct. 27
Oct. 28
Oct. 29
Oct. 30 7:00 p.m.: Sailing the Great Sea

Fall Gospel Meeting
Anna Church of Christ
104 Nile Street, Anna, Illinois 62906

October 27-30, 2024
Lessons

9:30 a.m.: Why the Dead Sea is Dead
10:30 a.m.: Faith and the Sea of Galilee
1:30 p.m.: Navigating the Nile River
7:00 p.m.: Baptism and the Jordan River
7:00 p.m.: Crossing the Great River

Russell Kline was born in 1969,
becoming a Christian at age 16 in 1985.
He graduated from Memphis School
of Preaching in 1989, later earning a
Graduate Diploma from Southwest
School of Bible Studies and a Bachelor's
Degree from the International College
of the Bible. He was married to his
wife, Tracy, for 34 years until her death
in 2022. He has one son, Kevin, who is
married, but no children yet. He has been
working with the Madisonville Church of
Christ since 1995. He has written more
than 50 Gospel tracts and published one
book on the Providence of God in Ruth
and Esther.

Speaker: Russell Kline
Pulpit minister at the Madisonville Church of Christ, Madisonville, KY

Join us each day for these thought-provoking topics!

22nd Annual
Christmas Shop 

117 S. Appleknocker, Cobden 
November 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24, 29, 30

December 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21
Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. • Sunday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Friday afternoon by chance. 
Sleds, trees, lights, wreaths, nativities, Dept. 56, 

Willow Tree, AnnaLee, Radko ornaments.
Sponsored by Union County Historical Society.

618-893-2567 or 618-893-2865

Shawnee School District honors veterans
Veterans Day will be commemorated on Nov. 11. Shawnee School District No. 84 continues to support and 

honor veterans. A veterans assembly is held each year at the school. A Shawnee Veterans Wall committee was 
established with the dream of seeing a monument to honor veterans erected on the school grounds. In 2019, 
the Shawnee Veterans Wall was dedicated on the school grounds in Wolf Lake. The monument features the 
names of more than 1,000 veterans, past and present, from the Shawnee School District. Additional lighting and 
landscaping are planned at the site of the monument. Rendleman & Hileman Funeral Homes engraves the names 
on the Shawnee Veterans Wall and sold the wall stones. Names continue to be added to the monument. To learn 
how to have a name added to the monument, call 618-833-5307.

Volunteers continue to give their time to support the project. A wide range of support also comes from the 
community. Fund-raising events are held every six years. The project is funded only by donations; t-shirts are 
now being sold to help support the project. Committee members and community donors recently gathered at 
�6�K�D�Z�Q�H�H���6�F�K�R�R�O�����)�U�R�P���O�H�I�W���D�U�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���0�L�N�H���(�O�O�H�W�����%�H�F�N�\���*�O�R�G�R�����D�O�V�R���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���3�O�D�W�L�Q�X�P���5�R�R�¿�Q�J����
10 Karat Creations, the Village of McClure, the Village of East Cape Girardeau and East Cape Baptist Church) and 
Beth Marks; Cody Levan, representing Schaefer Enterprises; Cassie Hanson with the Duck Inn; Pam Rosenthal, 
representing Wolf Lake Community Church; Jerri Schaefer, representing Havisham House; Johnny Miller, 
representing Dyno Nobel; and committee member Mindy Livesay. Additional sponsors who could not be present 
for the picture include Randy Lambdin, Davis Land Company, Grand Tower Township, Ware Family Church, Grassy 
Lake Hunting Club, First Southern Bank, Snider Parts and  Cardinal Corner. Photo provided.

Deadline near to enter
Veteran’s Day parade

A deadline is approaching 
to enter this year’s Veteran’s 
Day parade in Anna. The 
parade is scheduled Nov. 11.

The annual parade is hosted 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Carroll P. Foster Post No. 
3455 of Anna.

The deadline to submit an 
entry form for the parade is 
Nov. 4.

The theme for this year’s 
parade is “Served Our Coun-
try, Serving Our Community.” 

The VFW is always looking 
for entrants willing to show 
their patriotism and respect to 
veterans with their participa-
tion in the parade. 

Businesses, organizations, 

clubs or groups that would 
like to participate in the pa-
rade can pick up an entry form 
at the Anna VFW post during 
regular business hours, which 
are scheduled from 1 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. Sunday through 
Saturday. 

The post is located at 70 
VFW Ln., just north of Anna, 
off old U.S. Route 51.

Complimentary chili and 
hot dogs will be served in the 
VFW hall to parade partici-
pants immediately following 
the parade. 

�&�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�E-
uted to winning entries at that 
time as well.

Veterans to be honored
at Alto Pass ceremony

The Nov. 2 dedication will 
include the names of Earl R. 
Penrod, Jimmie Dale Rhodes, 
James Meredith Tanner and 
Raymond Lee Hickam.  

The ceremony will include 
a three-volley salute by local 
veterans.

The Alto Pass Area Vet-
erans Memorial group is a 
�Q�R�Q���S�U�R�À�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K��
is responsible for creating and 
maintaining the Alto Pass 
Veterans Memorial.

The memorial honors U.S. 
military veterans who have 
passed away and were from 
the Alto Pass area.  Veterans 
from the Alto Pass area are en-
couraged to become members. 

Donations for the mainte-
nance of the memorial can 
be sent to Alto Pass Veterans, 
194 Sapphire Rd., Alto Pass, 
Ill. 62905.

Veterans will be honored at 
a ceremony which is planned 
this weekend in Alto Pass.

The Alto Pass Area Veter-
ans Memorial organization 
is planning to conduct the 
ceremony at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 2. The ceremony will be 
at the Veterans Memorial in 
downtown Alto Pass.

The ceremony will honor 
the memory of area veterans, 
including those whose names 
have been recently engraved 
on the Veterans Memorial. 

During World War I, more 
than 350,000 men, including 
the 33rd Division, composed 
entirely of Illinois National 
Guard units,were inducted 
into the Army and Navy. The 
war, which ended in 1918, 
claimed the lives of 4,266 Il-
linois soldiers. 

Some light rain recorded 

Burn ban issued as
dry conditions continue

As dry conditions con-
tinued in the region, Union 
�&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �À�U�H�� �F�K�L�H�I�V�� �M�R�L�Q�H�G�� �W�R��
issue a local burn ban late 
last week.

The burn ban was issued for 
the entire county. The was in 
effect until further notice. A 
reminder about the ban was 
issued over the weekend.

Conditions have remained 
very dry in the Union County 
area since the end of Sep-
tember.

However, some light rain 
fell during the past week in 
parts of the county. Local 
weather observer Dana Cross 
recorded .22 of an inch of rain 
Oct. 26 near Jonesboro.

A U.S. Drought Monitor 
update issued on Oct. 24 
showed that Union County 
was not experiencing drought 
conditions; nor were John-
son, Jackson and Williamson 
counties. 

Abnormally dry conditions 
were reported in Alexander, 
Pulaski and Massac counties.

Breezy and warm condi-
tions were expected in the 
�U�H�J�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�L�V��
week.

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah was 
calling for near record high 
temperatures in the upper 70s 
to the lower to middle 80s 
through Wednesday. 

More rain may be on the 
way this week. The weather 
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I�À�F�H���Z�D�V���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���I�R�U��
the possibility of rain Wednes-
day night and again on Thurs-
day, today. As of early this 
week, there was a 100 percent 
chance for precipitation in the 
Anna area today.

Halloween Day rain
expected in region

The National Weather 
Service in Paducah shared 
this outlook for Halloween 
Day weather on its website.

Halloween Day could be 
wet in the Union County area.

Trick-or-Treat
Halloween is Thursday, 

today. Trick-or-treating is 
scheduled throughout the 
Union County area.

Trick-or-treating is slated 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in Anna 
and Jonesboro and from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. in Cobden and 
Dongola. 

A Trunk-or-Treat event is 
scheduled at the community 
park in Wolf Lake starting at 
5:30 p.m.

Halloween Day Forecast
The National Weather Ser-

vice office in Paducah said 
early this week that the fore-
cast for Halloween Day had 
“more tricks than treats.”

“We’re expecting wide-
spread rain for the morning 
and afternoon hours, but there 

may be some drying late in the 
day which could lessen impact 
to any outdoor plans,” the 
�Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I�À�F�H���V�K�D�U�H�G��
Monday on its website.

The forecast for the Anna 
area was calling for showers 
and possibly a thunderstorm 
before 1 p.m. Thursday, today; 
then a chance for showers and 
thunderstorms between 1 p.m. 
and 4 p.m.; then a chance of 
showers after 4 p.m. A high 
temperature near 70 degrees is 
expected. Winds could gust as 
high as 25 miles per hour. The 
chance for precipitation is 100 
percent. Tonight is expected 
to be mostly clear, with a low 
around 42.

Halloween Climate His-
tory

�7�K�H���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I�À�F�H��
also took a look at the region’s 
Halloween climate history.

High temperatures are typi-
cally in the 60s or 70s on 
Halloween Day. Low tem-
peratures typically fall into the 
30s, 40s and 50s.

Measurable precipitation 
has fallen 34 percent of the 
time.

On Halloween Day in 2023, 
the high temperature was 49 
and the low was 26. No pre-
cipitation was recorded.

Weather
High 82, low 38;
light rain recorded

Weather in the Union Coun-
ty area during the period of 
Oct. 22-28 generally was mild 
and dry. Some light rain was 
recorded.

Temperatures during the 
period ranged from a high of 
82 degrees to a low of 38.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Oct. 22: high 81, 
low 41.

Wednesday, Oct. 23: high 
80, low 51.  

Thursday, Oct. 24: high 73, 
low 42. 

Friday, Oct. 25: high 82, 
low 53. 

Saturday, Oct. 26: high 67, 
low 47. 0.22 of an inch of rain. 

Sunday, Oct. 27: high 69, 
low 38. 

Monday, Oct. 28: high 81, 
low 40. 

Unclaimed property
checks mailed

Illinois State Treasurer Mi-
chael Frerichs is encourag-
ing nearly 140,000 residents 
to cash unclaimed property 
checks that are arriving in 
the mail.

The checks went out as 
part of the latest round of 
the Enhanced Money Match 
program, which allows the 
�W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�·�V���R�I�À�F�H���W�R���D�X�W�R�P�D�W�L-
cally return missing money 
to people without the need to 
�À�O�H���D���F�O�D�L�P����
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