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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Illinois assault weapons ban remains in place

‘Into the Woods’ presented
A ensemble cast took the stage at the Shawnee Hills Arts Council (formerly the Anna Arts Center) for a production 

of “Into the Woods.” The fairy tale parody musical was directed by Jaylen Althoff. Three performances were staged 
in Anna on Dec. 6, 7 and 8. Photo by Benjamin Marxer. 

CEO program students
Union County CEO program students include Evelyn Campbell, Kenzie Stover, 

Brooklynn Eastman, Avery Stegle, Alaina Charles, Brinley Corbit, Chesnee Marks, 
Cole Pender, Cash Hodges, Lucas Salazar, Kyle Conway and Jackson Rendleman. 
Photo provided.

CEO program voices
appreciation for
community's support

Phil Ray

Honor Wreaths
ceremonies
planned

Honor Wreaths for Veterans 
ceremonies are planned Satur-
day, Dec. 14, in Union County.

Phil Ray will lead a cer-
emony for Honor Wreaths for 
Veterans at 11 a.m. Saturday at 
the Anna First Baptist Church. 

Immediately, following the 
ceremony, everyone will go to 
the Anna  Cemetery to lay the 
Honor Wreaths. 

Honor Wreaths will also 
be laid in Cobden, Alto Pass, 
Dongola, St. John’s near Don-
gola, Casper Church near 
Anna and Jonesboro, joining 
Wreaths Across America, 
where wreaths will be laid in 
all of the national cemeteries 
in the United States.

A service also is planned at 
11 a.m. at the Cobden Cem-
etery. Following the service, 
Honor Wreaths will be placed 
in tribute to all of the veterans 
at the cemetery.

Volunteers are invited to 
help lay the wreaths at each 
location.

Cobden celebrates holiday season with lights parade
Bright and colorful lights of the Christmas holiday season were shining last 

Saturday evening in the Village of Cobden. A lights parade was held in Cobden as 
part of the village’s day-long Christmas in the Village celebration. The parade route 
was through the downtown Cobden area. Many people came out to watch the parade.

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois’ 
assault weapons ban will 
remain in place, at least until 
a federal appeals court hears 
full arguments challenging a 
lower court ruling that found 
the law unconstitutional.

In a brief, two-page order 
issued Thursday, Dec. 5, a 
three-judge panel of the 7th 
Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Chicago granted the state’s 
motion to delay the order, not-
ing that just a year earlier the 
circuit refused to grant a pre-
liminary injunction blocking 
enforcement of the same law.

The order noted that while 
refusing to issue a preliminary 
injunction is not the same as 
upholding the law entirely, 

“the laws have enough support 
to remain in place pending the 
final resolution of plaintiffs’ 
suit.”

Illinois lawmakers passed 
the weapons ban in January 
2023 in response to numer-
ous mass shootings around 
the country in which AR-
style rifles with large-capacity 
magazines were used. Among 
those was a deadly shooting at 
an Independence Day parade 
the previous summer in High-
land Park.

The law bans the sale, pur-
chase and manufacture of a 
wide range of firearms that 
are defined as “assault weap-
ons,” as well as large-capacity 
magazines and certain kinds 
of attachments, including 
those that increase the rate of 

fire from a standard semiauto-
matic weapon.

The new law was quickly 
challenged in multiple law-
suits in state and federal court. 
In August 2023, the Illinois 
Supreme Court upheld the 
law against claims that it vio-
lated provisions of the Illinois 
Constitution. But the broader 
claims that it violates the Sec-
ond Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution are still a matter 
of legal dispute.

The various federal cases 
were eventually consolidated 
into three lawsuits: two in the 
Northern District of Illinois in 
Chicago and one in the South-
ern District in East St. Louis.

In April 2023, Judge Ste-
phen McGlynn, of the South-
ern District, granted a pre-

liminary injunction to block 
enforcement of the law while 
a trial of the case proceeded 
in his court, saying plaintiffs 
in that case were likely to pre-
vail in the end. But two other 
judges in the Northern District 
denied identical motions, 
reaching an opposite conclu-
sion about the prospects of 
the case.

Those three cases were then 
consolidated in the first appeal 
to the 7th Circuit, which ruled 
2-1 in November 2023 that 
the preliminary injunctions 
should be denied. That deci-
sion was then appealed to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, which 
declined to hear the cases at 
this juncture, sending them 
back to the lower courts for 
full proceedings.

In September, McGlynn 
conducted a weeklong trial 
of the case in the Southern 
District, and on Nov. 8 handed 
down a decision declaring 
the law unconstitutional and 
enjoining the state from en-
forcing it. But he stayed the 
effective date of that order for 
30 days, giving the state time 
to appeal.

Illinois Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul’s office ap-
pealed almost immediately 
and requested a stay of Mc-
Glynn’s order. On Thursday, 
Dec. 5, just a few days before 
McGlynn’s order would have 
gone into effect, the 7th Cir-
cuit granted a stay, keeping the 
law in effect.

(continued on page 2)

The “Skate and Celebrate 
with Union County CEO” 
event at Christmas in Down-
town Anna on Saturday, Nov. 
30, was a tremendous success.

The CEO program is taking 
time during the busy holiday 
season to express heartfelt 
gratitude to everyone who 
made the special celebration 
possible.

Union County CEO shared 
the following news release:

This year’s event brought 
together families and friends 
for an afternoon of skating, 
holiday cheer and community 
spirit. 

It was a fantastic way to 
kick off the holiday season, 
and none of it would have 

been possible without the 
incredible support and hard 
work from so many individu-
als and organizations.

We would like to extend 
a special thank you to our 
event partners, including Dori 
Bigler and the City of Anna 
crew. Their commitment and 
assistance played a pivotal 
role in bringing this event to 
life, from providing space and 
logistics support to ensuring 
the safety and enjoyment of 
all attendees.

Additionally, a huge thank 
you goes out to the volunteers 
who dedicated their time, 
energy and efforts to ensure 
everything ran smoothly. 

Whether helping to set up 
the rink, assisting on-site with 
registration or guiding skaters, 
your contribution was invalu-
able in making the event a 
memorable success. 

Current Union County CEO 
Mentors Tim Taylor, Kend-
ell Boysen, Tanya Loveless, 
Stephanie Cox and Sharon 
Laster all stopped by to help 
out and support the team. 

The Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School Beta 
Club and Student Council stu-
dent volunteers were amazing 
throughout the day!

One main goals of the class 
business is to bring the com-
munity together and to also 
give back to it.

The following businesses 
lead by example by supporting 
not just the UCCEO program, 
but so many local schools, 
sports teams, causes and other 
community events. 

(continued on page 2)

Icicles were a common 
sight during last week’s frigid 
weather in the Union County 
area.

***
Many, many thanks to all 

of those who contributed to 
the successful Christmas in 
Downtown Anna and Cob-
den’s Christmas in the Village 
celebrations.

***
An American Red Cross 

blood drive is planned from 
1:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 16, in the fellowship 
hall at the First Baptist Church 
in Jonesboro.

***
The Anna Police Depart-

ment is sponsoring a “Stuff 
a Squad Car” event to collect 
canned goods and nonperish-
able food items to help those 
in need in the community. 
The event started Dec. 11 and 
continues on Dec. 12 from 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m. in the parking 
lot at the Kroger store in Anna.

***
The Union County Sheriff’s 

Office welcomes the public’s 
assistance in reporting suspi-
cious activities around util-
ity poles and lines. Multiple 
reports of copper line thefts 
have been reported in recent 
months.

***
The community is invited 

to join the fun when St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Anna hosts 
a Christmas Cookie Walk Sale 
Saturday, Dec. 14. The holi-
day season event is planned 
from 8 a.m. until noon. The 
church is located at 402 Free-
man St. in Anna.

(continued on page 2)

Christmas at
Kornthal set

The Christmas season will 
be celebrated at a service 
planned at historic Kornthal 
Church in Union County.

The service is set for 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, today. Special 
music will be presented by the 
K & I Drifters. Refreshments 
will be served.

Kornthal Church is located 
2 miles south of Jonesboro, 
just off Illinois Route 127.
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(continued from page 1)
Community involvement 

and support are the backbone 
and heartbeat of small towns 
and communities like those 
making up Union County, and 
it is with sincere gratitude that 
we recognize these businesses 
and individuals who partnered 
with us to make Skate & Cel-
ebrate something for everyone 
to enjoy!

Diamond Level Partners: 
City of Anna and Deaconess 
of Illinois Union County.

Platinum Level Partners: 
Anna Tire & Auto, DTM 
Custom Applications, Flamm 
Orchards.

Gold Level Partners: 
Anna VFW, AJ National 
Bank, Anna State Bank, Ch-
amness Care, Inc.,Graceful 
Glow, WIBH.

Silver Level Partners: 3D 
Auctions; Abernathy Buf-
falo Tro; Anna-Jonesboro Elks 
Lodge; Anna Jonesboro Water 
Commission; Auto Tech Die-
sel & Automotive; Cobden 
Lions Club; Crain Funeral 
Home, Delta Theta Tau; The 
Duck Inn; Elevated Ag, LLC; 
First Class Cookies; Grassy 
Lake Hunting Club; Havisham 
House; Havisham Bourbon 
Bar; Kiki’s Coffee House; L 
& P Carpet; Oxford Graph-
ics; Pizza Villa; Quad State 
Insurance Agency; Rusty’s 
Home Center; Shawnee Com-
munity College; Shawnee 
Professional Services; The 
Shirt Shop; Taylor, Dodd and 
Wood Insurance; Trainor Ag; 
Whitney Accounting.

Bronze Level Partners: 
Anna Oasis Shrine Club; 

CEO Skate and Celebrate event
A tent set up for the Nov. 30 Skate and Celebrate with 

Union County CEO at Christmas in Downtown Anna 
event stayed busy. 

Union County CEO grateful for support
Anna Whiffle Boys, LLC, 
Parrish & Lambdin, CPA; 
Coffman Martial Arts; Corbit 
Farms; Country Financial, 
Travis Holtkamp; Salon 109, 
Darci Morrison; DJ Brum-
leve Farms; Doc’s Lakeside 
Cabin; Edward Jones, Kelli 
Wood & Tommy Colboth; 
Farmer’s Daughter Boutique; 
Kenz Boutique; Lotus Na-
turescapes; Mom’s Kitchen; 
Nails by Jamie; Rendleman 
& Hileman Funeral Home; 
Ronnie Smith’s Outdoors; S. 
I. Builder Supply; Starview 
Vineyards; Union County 
Farm Bureau; The Voyage 
Senior Services.

Another important goal of 
the venture is for the students 
to experience how impor-
tant community service and 
improvement is to ensuring 
a thriving place to live and 
work. 

Union County CEO team 
member Cole Pender from 
Shawnee High School in Wolf 
Lake shared this about his 
experience:

“My favorite part of the day 
was when it started snowing. 
It was just so awesome to see 
all the families having a great 
time in the snow. I’m pretty 
sure there wasn’t one person 
without a smile on their face 
when it was snowing. It was 
like a Christmas movie, it 
could not have been more 
perfect. My biggest takeaway 
from the class business was 
just seeing how many people 
showed up to not only support 
us, but every other small busi-
ness that was there!”

The experience was also 

important and impactful to 
team member Chesnee Marks 
from Anna-Jonesboro Com-
munity High School:

“Looking back on all of the 
posts and pictures from the 
event has been so much fun 
and I am really glad that we 
had time to capture so many 
moments! During the event, 
I had the chance to talk to so 
many people about the event 
and what they were doing. I 
loved that everyone I talked 

to, spoke so highly of the 
event and how much fun they 
were having! It was amazing 
to see so many people enjoy-
ing all of our hard work!!”

The Union County CEO 
Program would like to once 
again thank our partners, 
volunteers, mentors, board 
members and this amazing 
community for showing up 
and showing out for Skate 
& Celebrate at Christmas 
in Downtown Anna. Thank 
you!!!

News Notes
(continued from page 1)
A winter concert is set for 

7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17, 
in the auditorium at Anna-
Jonesboro Community High 
School. The school’s  band, 
jazz band and choir will per-
form.

*** 
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-

nity High School basketball 
players Aidan McFadden and 
Kaleb Gore were named to 
the Goreville Invitational all-
tournament team.

***
A “Festive Week” celebra-

tion started Dec. 9 and con-
tinues through Dec. 13  in 
the Cobden School District. 
Special activities are planned 
each day.

***
Cobden High School Beta 

Club members furnished 
homemade cookies  and 
helped Santa and Mrs. Claus 
at Saturday’s Christmas in the 

Village celebration in Cobden.
***

The Cobden High Scholar 
Bowl teams posted wins last 
week against Egyptian.

***
The Cobden School District 

Educators Rising program is 
collecting Toys for Tots items.

***
Cobden High School’s Di-

xie Kaufman has signed with 
Shawnee Community College 
to play softball.

***
Lick Creek School’s 8th 

grade class is sponsoring a 
Christmas Store and Holiday 
Grams.

***
The 7th grade class at Lick 

Creek School voted to give 
back to the community this 
year instead of having a class-
room gift exchange. The class 
is adopting an Angel Tree 
angel.

***
The Lick Creek School 8th 

grade Scholar Bowl team’s 
record improved to 5-0 with a 
recent win against Jonesboro.

***
Stinson Memorial Public 

Library in Anna reopened 
Dec. 4 after boiler repair work 
was done.

***
A Lawyer in the Library 

session with attorney Gene 
Turk is scheduled from noon 
to 2 p.m. Thursday, today, 
at Stinson Memorial Public 
Library in Anna.

***
A Dec. 16 drawing is 

planned for a one-of-a-kind 
lap robe crafted by Ginivra 
Stace of Nanna’s Notions to 
help support the Stinson Me-
morial Public Library District. 
Tickets for the drawing are 
available at Stinson Memorial 
Public Library in Anna and at 
the library’s branch facility in 
Cobden.

***
The Dec. 4 lunch menu in 

Anna School District 37 in-
cluded bison chili made with 
meat from Bison Bluff Farms 
near Cobden and fresh apples 
from Flamm Orchards near 
Cobden.

***
Math instructor David 

Black is Shawnee Commu-
nity College’s employee ex-
cellence award recipient for 
December.

***
This is finals week at Shaw-

nee Community College.
***

The holiday season is be-
ing celebrated this week with 
special activities at Shawnee 
Community College.

***
Nine Shawnee Community 

College/Illinois Department 
of Transportation Highway 
Construction Careers Training 
Program graduates are being 
celebrated.

(continued from page 1)
Meanwhile, the two other 

cases are still pending before 
different judges of the North-
ern District but have not yet 
gone to trial.

In its order on Dec. 5, the 
7th Circuit panel took notice 
of those other cases, where 
different judges have declined 
to issue preliminary injunc-
tions.

“The state laws cannot be 
valid in some parts of Illinois 
and invalid elsewhere,” the 
panel noted.

“This does not necessar-
ily imply that the three cases 
will again be consolidated on 
appeal; we are reluctant to 
delay disposition of this ap-
peal indefinitely just because 
similar litigation is pending 
in other districts,” the order 
stated. “Still, the only way 
to preserve the status quo 
statewide is to enter a stay in 
this suit.”

The panel included Judges 
Frank Easterbrook, Michael 
Brennan and Amy St. Eve.

The panel noted that just 
this year, other federal circuits 
have reached similar conclu-
sions in at least two other 
instances. Those included one 
in March when the 1st Circuit 
Court of Appeals refused to 
block enforcement of a Rhode 
Island assault weapons ban, 
and another in August when 
the 4th Circuit upheld a Mary-
land assault weapons ban.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Assault 
weapons

Light snow
was possible
on Wednesday

Light snow was possible 
Wednesday in parts of the 
Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region.

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah shared 
on its website that as  colder 
air filtered in across the area, 
some light snow accumula-
tion was possible Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The weather service ad-
vised that the chance of seeing 
an inch or more of snow was 
very low across the entire 
area. 

Any accumulation was ex-
pected to be on grassy sur-
faces.

Light snow was possible 
in the northern half of Union 
County.

Weather
High 55, low 11;
0.43 of an inch of rain

Temperatures ranged from 
a high of 55 degrees to a low 
of 11 during the period of Dec. 
3-9 in Union County.

Precipitation during the 
period totaled 0.43 of an inch 
of rain.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Dec. 3: high 33, 
low 23.

Wednesday, Dec. 4: high 
52, low 31. 

Thursday, Dec. 5: high 47, 
low 13.

Friday, Dec. 6: high 36, 
low 11.

Saturday, Dec. 7: high 55, 
low 21. 

Sunday, Dec. 8: high 55, 
low 40. 0.43 of an inch of rain. 

Monday, Dec. 9: high 51, 
low 47.

Election results certified; final vote totals released
By Ben Szalinski

Capitol News Illinois
SPRINGFIELD – Vice 

President Kamala Harris won 
Illinois by nearly 11 points 
as turnout dipped in 2024, 
according to official election 
results certified by the State 
Board of Elections.

The board met Monday, 
Dec. 2, to certify the results of 
the 2024 election and released 
final vote totals for races 
around the state, including 
locking in several close leg-
islative races. The results also 
reflected shifts in turnout and 
voting behavior.

Illinois saw turnout dip 
in 2024 compared to recent 
presidential contests. About 
5.7 million people participated 
in this year’s election, repre-
senting 70.42 percent of the 
state’s 8.1 million registered 
voters. That’s a decline from 
2020, when 72.92 percent of 
voters participated in the larg-
est turnout for a presidential 
election in Illinois since 1992, 
according to the board.

This year’s turnout was the 
fourth lowest of the last 40 
years, according to the board. 

Turnout was slightly be-
low President-elect Donald 
Trump’s first victory in 2016, 
but higher than former Presi-

dent Barack Obama’s victory 
in 2012. 

Chicago Board of Election 
officials reported last month 
the city saw the second lowest 
turnout in a presidential race 
in 80 years.

The lower turnout in the 
November election also fol-
lowed low turnout in the 
March primary, which fea-
tured uncontested presidential 
primaries in Illinois after 
challengers dropped out of the 
race by the time it was Illinois’ 
turn to vote.

Voting by mail also re-
mained a popular option for 
many voters, with more than 
1 million people casting their 
ballot in the mail. That’s down 
from more than 2 million 
people in 2020, but it repre-
sents the third consecutive 
statewide election in which 
more than 15 percent of voters 
used a mail-in ballot.

A greater portion of the 
electorate cast early in-person 
ballots this year than ever 
before, however. Board of 
Elections data shows 34.65 
percent of votes were cast in-
person before Election Day 
this year, surpassing 2020’s 
record of 32.89 percent.

This year’s election was 
the second time most voters 
did not vote on Election Day. 

Data shows 46.69 percent of 
ballots were cast on Election 
Day itself, compared to about 
two-thirds in recent years. 
Most voters during the pan-
demic election in 2020 also 
participated early, either in 
person or by mail, rather than 
on Election Day.

In the presidential race, 
Harris received 3,062,863 
votes in Illinois, or 54.37 
percent of the vote, to receive 
Illinois’ 19 electoral votes. 
That’s 409,052 fewer votes 
than President Joe Biden re-
ceived in 2020.

Though Harris won Illinois’ 
electoral votes by nearly 11 
points this year, Trump nar-
rowed his margin of defeat 
in Illinois after losing the 
state in both 2016 and 2020 
by about 17 points. Harris’ 
10.9-point victory was the 
smallest margin of victory 
for a Democratic presidential 
candidate since John Kerry 
won Illinois in 2004 by about 
11 points.

Trump improved his margin 
in Illinois on his way to an 
Electoral College and national 
popular vote victory for the 
first time. He received 2,158 
more votes in 2024 compared 
to 2020. Despite Trump’s loss 
in the state, Republicans said 
they still believe the election 
results show a mandate in Il-
linois for their policies.

“I think the people of Il-
linois, and moreover, the 
people of this country, have 
seen what the Democrats have 
done, especially over the last 
several years and how woke 
it has become,” Rep. Adam 
Niemerg, R-Dieterich, said at 
a news conference in Novem-
ber. “This is a clear mandate 
to that ridiculousness that has 
been going on the last four 
years.”

Further down the ballot, 
results certified on Dec. 2 
finalized many close races in 
the Illinois House. The cham-
ber’s balance is unchanged by 
the election and Democrats 
will hold a 78-member super-
majority when lawmakers are 
sworn in on Jan. 8.

“Democrats won every seat 
in the General Assembly that 
it already had, and we won in 
races that I think people didn’t 
expect: county board races, 
taking control of the McLean 

County Board, for example, 
coroner races,” Gov. JB Pritz-
ker said last month reacting to 
the election results. “People 
clearly bifurcated and made 
decisions different down the 
ballot than they did at the top 
of the ballot, so I’m proud of 
that. I think that’s a result of 
the policies Democrats have 
had in Illinois.”

Rep. Martin McLaughlin, 
R-Barrington Hills, officially 
eked out a 47-vote victory in 
the 52nd House District in the 
Northwest Suburbs of Chica-
go in a race House Democrats 
spent millions hoping to flip. 

Rep. Amy Grant, R-Whea-
ton, won a fourth term in the 
47th House District in DuPage 
County by 292 votes. And 
Rep. Brandun Schweizer, 
R-Danville, was reelected by 
269 votes in the 104th House 
District in Champaign and 
Vermillion counties.

U.S. Rep. Eric Sorensen, 
D-Moline, defeated former 
Winnebago County Repub-
lican judge Joe McGraw by 
8.86 points in the 17th Con-
gressional District, which was 
considered to be the state’s 
most competitive federal race.

A majority of voters also 
supported three statewide ad-
visory questions which asked 
about potential penalties for 
interfering with an election 
judge, a tax on millionaires to 
cover property tax relief and 
requiring insurance coverage 
for in vitro fertilization.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation. 

Church plans
holiday bazaar

United Missionary Baptist 
Church in Union County is 
planning to have a Christmas 
bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 14. 
The bazaar will be from 8 a.m. 
until 2 p.m.

The church is located at 125 
United Missionary Ln. near 
Lick Creek.

The bazaar will feature 
baskets, baked good, gifts for 
teachers and crafts.



Justice is an impartial treatment in which people re-
ceive what they deserve. Scriptures define justice as 

an execution of righteous sentencing. But what 
should we know about the divine justice of God? 
There are two crucial aspects we must consider:
First, divine justice stems from God’s nature. 

God is a God of justice (Isaiah 30:18), and all of 
his ways are full of justice (Deuteronomy 32:4). 

As a result of His nature, God loves justice. 
Isaiah 61:8 and Psalm 33:5. God’s justice is 

rooted in His truth, Romans 2:2.
Second, we are expected to exercise justice to Second, we are expected to exercise justice to 
others. We must learn to seek justice (Isaiah 

1:17), keep justice (Psalm 106:3), and exercise to 
do justice (Psalm 82:3). Although not all will 

listen to God’s word, the righteous receive joy by 
living according to His justice, Proverbs 21:15.

WWe can only seek Jesus through his teachings and 
see God if we live for HIM. Have you made such 

a commitment? Have you heard the gospel of 
Romans 10:17? Have you believed in Jesus, John 
3:16? Have you repented of your worldly, sinful 
life, Luke 13:3? Have you confessed the name of 
Christ? Romans 10:10? Have you been baptized 

inin Acts 2:38? If not, please let us help you.

A-J Women’s Club has Christmas
meeting at Methodist Church in Anna

GFWC Illinois Anna-Jonesboro Womens Club members had their Christmas 
meeting on Monday, Dec. 2, in the fellowship hall at the United Methodist Church in 
Anna. From left are guest Judy Guthrie; Lillian Milam; Cherry Connolly; club president 
Jane Bauer, who is holding an award the club received at the state convention; 
Martha Ann Webb; Marie Samuel, who is holding two awards she received at the 
state convention; and Barbara Bauer. Photographer Carla Anderson.

Students from Anderson Music Studio performed their Christmas recital at the 
Anna-Jonesboro Women’s Club’s meeting on Monday, Dec. 2. In the first row are 
Rosemary Hileman and Lucy Kell. In the second row are Hadassah Harvel, Ida Larson, 
Poppy Larson and Maeve Kell. Photographer Martha Ann Webb.

Cherry Connolly, Martha Ann Webb and Jane Bauer, representing the GFWC Illinois 
Anna-Jonesboro  Women’s Club, recently presented Afghan blankets crocheted by 
member Debbie Rossberg to Kim McCombs, executive director of the Two Rivers 
Child Advocacy Center. Photographer Krista Teckenbrock.

Krista Teckenbrock, forensic interviewer for the Two 
Rivers Child Advocacy Center, was grateful to receive 
the donation of Afghan blankets from the GFWC Illinois 
Anna-Jonesboro Women’s Club. Photographer Martha 
Ann Webb.

The Rev. Nixon Estioko, 
pastor  of  the Uni ted 
Methodist  Church in 
Anna, gave the devotion 
at the GFWC Illinois Anna-
J o n e s b o r o  Wo m e n ’s 
Club’s Christmas meeting. 
Photo provided.

Alpacas at Christmas in Downtown Anna
Alpacas were a popular attraction at the Christmas in Downtown Anna celebration 

on Saturday, Nov. 30. The visitors were from the Burks Family Alpaca Farm near Herrin. 

Anna church
to offer ‘Gift
of Christmas’

Anna Church of the Naz-
arene is planning to offer a 
“Gift of Christmas” to the 
community from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 14. 

The church shared the fol-
lowing announcement about 
the event:

Need time to wrap gifts or 
go shopping? Let the church 
have your kids (kindergar-
ten through 4th grade) for a 
Christmas story and crafts.

You can preregister online 
at www.annanaz.com/word-
press/2024-gift-of-christ-
mas-registration-form or by 
scanning the qr code on the 
flier on the church’s Facebook 
page (Anna First Church Of 
The Nazarene).

More information is avail-
able by calling the church 
office at 833-6702 and leaving 
a  message if necessary.

SIU, Able Flight strengthen ties 
with donation of planes, funds

By Pete Rosenbery
news.siu.edu

The partnership between 
Southern Illinois Universi-
ty Carbondale’s School of 
Aviation and Able Flight, an 
aviation nonprofit for people 
with physical disabilities to 
receive intensive flight train-
ing, continues to grow.

After a successful inaugural 
cohort last summer where five 
Able Flight students trained 
with SIU Aviation instructors 
to become licensed pilots 
certified to operate light sport 
aircraft, the organization is 
formally transferring owner-
ship of two Vashon Ranger 
Light Sport airplanes to the 
university, along with donat-
ing funds for program expens-
es at SIU for several years.

Charles Stites, who founded 
Able Flight in 2006, said that 
based on SIU Aviation’s “out-
standing response” in working 
with Able Flight students, the 
incorporated nonprofit “is 
comfortable in going forward 
with a long-term partnership 
of a minimum of seven years.”

“From the beginning of 
this new partnership, it has 
been gratifying to see how 
not only SIU Aviation, but 

the university as a whole, has 
stepped forward to welcome 
our scholarship recipients and 
provide them with a positive 
experience during their time 
there,” Stites said. 

“That includes the universi-
ty administration, housing and 
the staff at the airport. By the 
time our students completed 
this demanding and intensive 
training program and earned 
their pilot certificates, they felt 
they had become a part of the 
SIU community.”

The relationship continues 
the university’s longstanding 
commitment to providing 
accessibility for people with 
disabilities. SIU School of 
Aviation director Chien-Tsung 
Lu said the program is an 
example of the university’s 
responsibility and mission.

“We appreciate the sponsor-
ship from Able Flight that is 
able to give us the opportunity 
to provide this special service 
to the community,” Lu said.

Able Flight has been work-
ing with Purdue University 
since 2010 and added SIU 
Carbondale this year. Stites 
said SIU Aviation “will be 
taking on the role of primary 
training provider in 2025.”

Able Flight has licensed 98 
pilots in 14 years, with several 
earning more than one rat-
ing or certificate through the 
support of the organization’s 
scholarship program. Stites 
anticipates five or six scholar-
ship recipients will attend the 
six- to seven-week program at 

SIU beginning in May 2025.
The donated modified 

airplanes SIU is receiving 
are valued at approximately 
$170,000 apiece, Stites said. 
The airplanes are dedicated 
solely to Able Flight schol-
arship recipients during its 
annual program, which runs 
from May through July, and 
will then be available for use 
by SIU students the remainder 
of the year.

Steven Goetz, chief flight 
instructor and SIU Aviation 
associate professor, called the 
addition of two planes and 
continued relationship an “in-
credible gift to SIU Aviation 
and a huge opportunity and 
responsibility.”

“Able Flight has carved out 
a unique place in the aviation 
industry, and I am truly hon-
ored and humbled to carry 
on that legacy of service and 
education to a population that 
may never have considered 
flying as possible,” he said. 
“The Rangers will be used 
for Able Flight for as long 
as we run the program, and 
we plan to use them in our 
training fleet for the rest of 
our students within the next 
year or so.”

In reflecting on the first 
Able Flight cohort, Goetz 
explained that there was a lot 
of learning for everyone. The 
program was “incredible,” 
and Goetz said he’s thrilled 
SIU Aviation will continue 
the work.

“Our Able Flight students 
were awesome. They over-
came lots of challenges but 
were all successful in the 
end,” Goetz said. “The in-
structors learned how to assist 
those students in finding their 
own path toward safe aircraft 
operation, and each student 
settled on a different tech-
nique that worked for them.”

Check out The 
Gazette-

Democrat 
online at 

annanews.com
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Honoring Our Veterans...
The Gazette-Democrat

thanks all of the   
men and women who have served,
and are now serving, our country.

Please join us in saying Thank You
to all of our veterans. 
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