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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

The Union County Sheriff’s 
Office is grateful for a gener-
ous donation to its Santa Cop 
program from the Southern 
Range Cowboy Church. The 
sheriff ’s office shared on 
social media that every year 
“we try to make sure that the 
kids in our community have 
a little Christmas cheer and 
it’s great organizations and 
businesses like this this that 
make it possible.”

***
Thirty-two members of 

Cobden High School Youth 
& Community Advocates, 
CYCA joined together Sat-
urday at the Alto Pass and 
Cobden cemeteries, along 
with three CYCA members 
with CEO at Anna Ceme-
tery, to take part in the annu-
al Wreaths Across America 
program in which hundreds 
of wreaths were placed on 
veterans' graves. As message 
posted on social shared that 
some determined CYCA boys 
also discovered two large 
tombstones at the Alto Pass 
Cemetery had fallen off their 
bases, and, with perseverance, 
the boys were able to reset 
them onto their bases.

***
Anna School District 37 is 

sharing a heartfelt thank you 
to an anonymous community 
member who donated funds 
to cover school lunches and 
money for students to partic-
ipate in the PTO’s Christmas 
Store.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-

nity High School basketball 
player Kansas Craig scored her 
1,000th career point during a 
game again Century played on 
Dec. 6. Craig is a senior.

***
Semester exams are sched-

uled this week at A-JCHS.
***

The Cobden Elementary 
School food pantry is offering 
cooked and chilled Christmas 
holiday breakfast casseroles. 
The casseroles are supported 
by pantry resources. 

***
Kindergarteners at Lick 

Creek School are among those 
earning recognition in a Thank 
a Farmer initiative sponsored 
by the St. Louis District Dairy 
Council.

***
Lick Creek School is ac-

cepting orders for yearbooks.
***

A Shawnee Elementary 
School Christmas party is 
planned Friday morning, Dec. 
19. Cookie decorating, letters 
to Santa, ornament making, 
face painting, hot cocoa and 
more are planned.

***
Bingo with the Grinch is 

planned starting at 6 p.m Dec. 
19 in the gymnasium lobby at 
Shawnee High School in Wolf 
Lake. The evening sponsored 
by the Shawnee Elementa-
ry PTO will feature prizes 
for game winners, ballgame 
concessions, raffles for gift 
baskets made by Shawnee 
classrooms and photos with 
the Grinch.

(continued on page 2)

Dangerous cold, then 
thunderstorms possible 

Icy afternoon
In the midst of recent bitter cold temperatures, ice had 

formed along a creek at the Trail of Tears State Forest 
in Union County. At the time the photograph was taken 
last Sunday afternoon, the temperature was 21 degrees. 

After the coldest air of the 
season arrived last weekend in 
the Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky region, above normal 
temperatures and a chance 
of thunderstorms were in the 
forecast for this week.

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah reported 
that dangerously cold tempera-
tures were in the forecast for 
Sunday morning morning. Low 
temperatures reached the single 
digits and were accompanied by 
wind chill values below zero.

Wind chill values for Sunday 
morning were forecast to be 3 
degrees below zero in Paducah, 
5 degrees below zero in Cape 
Girardeau, 8 degrees below 
zero in Marion and 12 degrees 
below zero in Mount Vernon.

High temperatures forecast 
for Sunday afternoon in the 
region included 19 in Cape 
Girardeau, 17 in Carbondale, 18 
in Marion, 14 in Mount Vernon 
and 19 in Paducah.

By 1:52 p.m. Sunday, the 
temperature had climbed to 18 
degrees at the Southern Illinois 
Airport near Carbondale. With 
the wind out of the north at 10 
miles per hour, the wind chill 
was 6 degrees.

Very cold temperatures and 
wind chills were in the forecast 
for Monday morning. Wind 
chills ranging from 4 degrees 
below zero to 10 above were 
possible.

The bitter cold arrived in 
the region ahead of the official 
arrival of winter. The first day 
of winter is Sunday, Dec. 21.

The Weather Service office 
in Paducah began alerting the 
region about the arrival arctic 
cold ahead of time. With dan-

gerously cold temperatures 
in the forecast for Sunday 
morning, the office issued a 
cold weather advisory for parts 
of Southern Illinois, Southeast 
Missouri and Western Ken-
tucky. 

The cold weather advisory 
was in effect from midnight to 
noon Sunday. The Weather Ser-
vice advised that wind chills as 
low as 10 to 12 degrees below 
zero could result in hypother-
mia if precautions had not been 
taken.

The Weather Service also 
reported in a special weather 
statement that a mixture of 
freezing drizzle or light snow 
was possible across portions 
of the region Saturday after-
noon and evening. Light freez-
ing precipitation was reported 
Saturday evening the Union 
County area.

After a low of around 10 
early Monday, a high near 33 
with sunshine was expected 
in the Union County area. 
Milder temperatures were in 
the forecast for Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

Temperatures were forecast 
to begin warming on Monday. 
The high temperature in the 
Union County area was expect-
ed to be around 34 degrees with 
lots of sunshine. More sunshine 
was in the forecast for Tuesday, 
along with a high near 46.

The high was forecast to 
reach around 51 with lots of 
sunshine on Wednesday. By 
Wednesday night, a 50 percent 
chance of showers was possi-
ble. A high near 54 is expected 
Thursday, today, along with a 
chance for showers and a thun-
derstorm before noon and wind 
gusts up to 31 miles per hour.

Wreaths Across America Day commemorated in Cobden
National Wreaths Across America Day service was commemorated Saturday 

morning, Dec. 13, at the Cobden Cemetery. A service sponsored by the Village of 
Cobden and Cobden American Legion Post No. 259 was held. Following the service, 
volunteers of all ages placed 444 wreaths on the graves of veterans who are buried 
in the cemetery. The service and placing of wreaths were signs of gratitude and 
respect for those who served the nation. National Wreaths Across America Day 
events were held Saturday throughout the nation, including at other cemeteries in 
the Union County area. People joined together at cemeteries to place wreaths, with 
the focus being to remember fallen veterans, to honor those who serve and teach 
the next generation about the value of freedom.

New laws: Gun storage, police background 
check changes slated to take effect in 2026

By Ben Szalinski 
Capitol News Illinois

Gun owners in Illinois must 
take new steps in 2026 to secure 
their firearms in their homes, 
particularly when children are 
present.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed Sen-
ate Bill 8, known as the Safe 
Gun Storage Act, in late July, 
which prohibits gun owners 
from storing their weapons 
in an unsecured way at any 
location where they know that 
the gun could be accessed by a 
minor, a person at risk of harm-
ing themselves or others, or by 
a person who is prohibited from 
possessing a firearm.

Under the law, gun owners 
will be required to keep them in 
a locked container so that they 
are inaccessible or unusable by 
anyone other than the owner. 
Owners who violate the law 
could be subject to fines as high 
as $10,000.

Gun owners must also report 
lost or stolen firearms to police 
within 48 hours of discovering 
a gun missing. That’s down 
from the previous 72-hour re-
quirement.

Background checks for po-
lice officers

State lawmakers passed a 
bill in response to the murder 
of Springfield resident Sonya 
Massey in 2024. Massey, a 
Black woman, was killed when 
former Sangamon County Sher-
iff’s Deputy Sean Grayson, 
a white man, shot her in her 
kitchen while investigating a 
reported prowler. Grayson was 
convicted of second-degree 
murder in October.

Capitol News Illinois re-
porting in 2024 revealed that 
Grayson had a history of repri-

mands and disobeying superiors 
at departments that previously 
employed him.

Under Senate Bill 1953, a 
police department or sheriff’s 
office making a hire would be 
required to request employ-
ment personnel files from the 
applicant’s previous employers, 
including other law enforce-
ment agencies. The previous 
employer would be required 
to share the information within 
14 days.

Law enforcement applicants 
would be required to sign a doc-
ument authorizing the release of 
information, including military 
service records, police disci-
pline databases, employment 
and criminal history, driving 
records, academic credentials, 
a credit check, and more.

“I feel confident that go-
ing forward and over time, 
our communities and law en-
forcement will have built a 
trusting relationship, and I will 
have kept my promise to my 
childhood friends and Sonya’s 
mother,” Sen. Doris Turner, 
a Springfield Democrat who 
sponsored the bill and knows 
Massey’s family, said at an 
August news conference.

Gun Permits for Offenders
Senate Bill 1899 creates a 

path for first-time gun offenders 
to obtain a Firearm Owner’s 
Identification Card and legally 
own a gun.

First-time offenders are al-
lowed to apply for a FOID card 
after receiving a court order 
demonstrating they success-
fully completed the First Time 
Weapons Offense Diversion 
Program and are otherwise 
eligible to own a gun.

The opportunity narrowly 

applies to people charged with 
a Class 4 felony, which is the 
lowest level charge for illegally 
possessing a firearm. The bill 
received bipartisan support in 
the legislature, and proponents 
said it will mostly benefit young 
people.

Human Trafficking Statute 
of Limitations

The statute of limitations on 
cases of human trafficking of 
minors is going away.

House Bill 2602 removes the 
25-year window for victims of 
involuntary servitude, involun-
tary sexual servitude of a minor, 
or trafficking to pursue charges 
from crimes that happened 
while they were a minor. They 
will now be allowed to bring 
charges at any time.

Rep. Anne Stava, D-Na-
perville, said in April that the 
25-year cap was protecting 
human traffickers who “really 
don’t deserve peace of mind.” 
The bill unanimously passed 
the General Assembly.

Missing Persons Reports
Senate Bill 24 prohibits po-

lice departments from establish-
ing waiting periods before they 
accept a missing persons report. 
The law requires police to 
immediately enter information 
about a person reported miss-
ing into the Law Enforcement 
Agencies Data System.

The law also requires police 
to keep missing persons cases 
open until the person is located.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state gov-
ernment coverage to hundreds 
of news outlets statewide. It is 
funded primarily by the Illinois 
Press Foundation and the Rob-
ert R. McCormick Foundation.

Notice to subscribers
Due to the holiday season schedule, 

paper deliveries for next week's 
newspaper will be delayed. 

Copies of the December 25th issue of 
the Gazette Democrat will be 

distributed on Friday to the post 
offices and single copy locations. 

We apologize for the inconvenience.  
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News Notes
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Cobden School District 17 
Educators Rising members 
collected Toys for Tots this 
month. 

***
During December, Stinson 

Memorial Public Library in 
Anna is welcoming donations 
of unexpired and nonperish-
able food items. Each dona-
tion is worth $1 for the cost 
of a fine which may be owed 
to the library. 

***
Shawnee Community Col-

lege is celebrating the gradua-
tion of a dozen graduates from 
the college’s certified nursing 
assistant and medical assistant 
programs. The students took 
classes at the college’s ex-
tension centers in Union and 
Alexander counties.

***
Dr. Tim Taylor, the presi-

dent of Shawnee Community 
College, and his wife, Missy, 
provided cheesecake bites 
from Schoolhouse Cheese-
cakes to faculty and staff last 
week to mark the holiday 
season and the end of semester 
at the college.

***
Winter break is underway 

at Shawnee Community Col-
lege.

***
The final day that the 

Christmas Shop and Museum 
in Cobden will be open for 
the winter season is Dec. 20. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
shop and museum will reopen 
March 7.

Anna Post Office burglary investigated
The U.S. Postal Inspection Service, USPIS, reports that it is investigating a recent 

burglary at the Anna Post Office. The post office is located at 201 N. Main St. USPIS 
is offering a reward of up to $100,000 for information about the burglary. The service 
reported that the burglary happened at the Anna Post Office between the hours of 
8 p.m. on December 1 and 6:30 a.m. on Dec. 2. USPIS is encouraging anyone with 
information about the burglary to call 1-877-876-2455, say “law enforcement” and 
reference case number 4630246. All information will be kept strictly confidential. 
Members of the public are advised to take no action to apprehend a suspect 
themselves. USPIS photo.

IDPH issues report on how alcohol
used, sometimes misused, in Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – The Il-
linois Department of Public 
Health, IDPH, has issued its 
first-ever comprehensive re-
port on how alcohol is used, 
and sometimes misused, by 
Illinois residents.

The report, titled “Alcohol 
Use in Illinois,” collects and 
analyzes data from multiple 
sources, including IDPH’s own 
Illinois Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance Survey, BRFSS, 
and Illinois Youth Risk Behav-
ior Surveillance Survey, YBRS. 
Data from the report can be 
used by state and local health 
officials to develop targeted 
programs and interventions to 
address health-related concerns 
linked to alcohol use.

“This report provides the 
most detailed picture to date 
of how alcohol use and misuse 
affect the health and safety 
of Illinois residents,” IDPH 
director Dr. Sameer Vohra 
said in a Dec. 15 news re-
lease. “By leveraging this 
data, public health profes-
sionals and community part-
ners can develop targeted, 
evidence-based programs to 

reduce alcohol-related harms 
and promote healthier be-
haviors. This report serves 
as a critical foundation for a 
more informed, coordinated 
response to the growing public 
health challenges posed by al-
cohol misuse across Illinois.”

Key takeaways from the 
report include:

Nearly 23 percent of Illinois 
high schoolers reported con-
suming at least one alcoholic 
beverage in the past 30 days, 
while more than 11 percent 
acknowledged binge drinking 
(which is defined as consum-
ing four or more drinks within 
a couple of hours for females, 
five or more for males).

Among high schoolers, 
females were more likely 
to acknowledge both drink-
ing and binge drinking than 
males (drinking was reported 
by more than 28 percent of 
females and 17 percent of 
males, while binge drinking 
was reported by 15 percent 
of females and eight percent 
of males).

Among adults, 57 percent 
of respondents said they had 
consumed at least one alco-
holic beverage in the past 
30 days, while more than 18 
percent acknowledged binge 
drinking within that same 
time frame. Binge drinking 
was more common among 
younger adults (25 percent of 
the 18-24 age group and 26.5 
percent of those age 25-44).

While among teens, fe-

males were more likely to 
acknowledge drinking and 
binge drinking, the reverse 
was true among adults: for 
males, nearly 62 percent re-
ported drinking in the past 30 
days and nearly 24 percent 
reported binge drinking, while 
for females, the percentages 
were 50 percent and nearly 13 
percent, respectively).

Both alcohol consumption 
and binge drinking rates in-
creased as income levels in-
creased. For Illinoisans making 
more than $75,000 a year, 69 
percent reported drinking in 
the last 30 days, while over 22 
percent reported binge drink-
ing. For those making less than 
$15,000 a year, the rates were 
35 percent and 16 percent.

LGBTQ+ individuals were 
more likely to report binge 
drinking in the past 30 days 
(nearly 23 percent) than het-
erosexual persons (17 percent).

The percentage of people 
killed in motor vehicle crashes 
where a driver had alcohol in 
the bloodstream has risen since 
2019. In 2022, the most recent 
year cited in the report, 37 per-
cent of fatal crashes involved 
a driver with a blood alcohol 
concentration, BAC; of at least 
.01; 5 percent involved BAC 
between .01 and .07; and 32 
percent involved a driver with 
a BAC of .08 or higher, the 
legal limit for driving under the 
influence in Illinois. That total 
is up from 33 percent in 2019.

From 2020 to 2023, more 

than 2,300 deaths statewide 
were from causes directly 
attributable to chronic alcohol 
use, such as alcoholic liver dis-
ease and alcohol dependency 
syndrome. More than 2,000 
additional deaths were from 
causes “indirectly associated” 
with chronic alcohol use, in-
cluding hypertension, coronary 
heart disease, and liver cancer.

Deaths from alcohol-related 
liver disease varied widely by 
region, with the Peoria region 
(west-central Illinois) having 
the highest rate at 5.2 deaths 
per 100,000 people, more than 
double the lowest rate, in the 
Westchester region (greater 
Chicago area), which had 2.3 
deaths per 100,000 people.

Data for the report comes 
from a number of sources, 
including the 2021 Illinois 
Youth Risk Behavior Surveil-
lance Survey, YRBS; the 2023 
Illinois Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance Survey, BRFSS; 
the 2023 Illinois County Be-
havioral Risk Factor Survey, 
ICBRFS; the Illinois Vital 
Records System, IVRS; the 
Illinois Pregnancy Risk As-
sessment Monitoring System, 
PRAMS; the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation; and 
the Alcohol Policy Information 
System, APIS. Data for the 
report was also obtained in 
part from the Fatality Analysis 
Reporting System, FARS, a 
database maintained by the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, NHTSA.

Since 2019, Southern 7 
Health Department, S7HD, 
has provided the Fecal Im-
munochemical Test, FIT, to 
help residents of the seven 
southernmost Illinois counties 
prevent colorectal cancer. 

Through a subaward grant 
presented to S7HD by the 
Illinois Public Health Asso-
ciation, IPHA, through funds 
made possible by a grant 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, IDPH, the 
S7HD will continue the test-
ing and patient care navigation 
program through June, 2026.

The purpose of the grant 
award by IDPH is to increase 
colorectal cancer,  CRC, 
screening among Illinois 
adults by supporting state-
wide outreach, education, and 
screening access initiatives. 
Patients with an abnormal FIT 
result are referred for a colo-
noscopy by Southern 7 Health 
Department through the pa-
tient care navigation process 
and provided additional pa-
tient support as needed.

FIT is a free, at-home test 
for patients age 45 to 75 that 
detects blood in the stool with 
97 percent accuracy. Although 
FIT does not determine if the 
patient has CRC, blood can be 
an indicator of colon polyps. 

While regular colonosco-
pies are the best screening 
choice for CRC, FIT is a good 
option for patients who are 
hesitant to begin the colonos-
copy process or are needing 
an in-between colonoscopies 
screening because it does not 
require a prescription or prep, 
S7HD advised.

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment reports that between 
September 2019 and July 
2025, of the 612 people who 
completed FIT with them, 
18 percent (68 people) tested 
positive. This is higher than 

S7HD receives grant 
to continue colorectal 
cancer testing program

The Illinois Department of 
Public Health, IDPH, has issued 
an updated standing order which 
adds Illinois public libraries 
to the list of locations that are 
permitted to keep a supply of 
opioid overdose reversal agents 
on hand and to allow trained 
staff to administer them in the 
event of a suspected overdose 
on their premises. 

IDPH said in a news release 
that the revised standing order 
will make it easier for libraries 
to comply with new provisions 
of the Illinois Local Library Act 
which will take effect on Jan. 
1, 2026.

The order, which was signed 
by IDPH director Dr. Sameer 
Vohra, builds on his previous 
standing order from January 
2024 which allowed schools to 
maintain a supply of reversal 
agents to help counteract the 
effects of an opioid overdose. 

A standing order is a pre-ap-
proved written protocol from a 
physician, such as the director of 
public health, that allows health 
care providers to provide cer-
tain care, medications, or other 
treatments without needing a 
new, individual order for each 
patient, improving efficiency 
and timely care. 

Under the updated standing 
order, libraries can now ob-
tain naloxone or nalmefene,  
FDA-approved opioid reversal 
agents, without a prescription. 
In the event that someone on the 
premises shows signs of a pos-

sible overdose, the medication 
can be administered by a staffer 
who has undergone appropriate 
training.

“Medications like naloxone 
save lives, but only if they are 
readily available when needed,” 
Vohra said. “With this updated 
standing order, community 
institutions like public libraries 
will be able to respond quickly 
and effectively to an overdose 
emergency. Expanding access 
to these lifesaving interven-
tions improves the chances of 
recovery and strengthens our 
collective ability to build a more 
responsive, compassionate pub-
lic health system.”

"The Illinois Library Associ-
ation’s Public Policy Committee 
monitored HB 1910 throughout 
the 2025 legislative session and 
when Public Act 104-0056 was 
signed by Governor Pritzker,” 
said Cynthia Robinson, exec-
utive director of the Illinois 
Library Association. “Libraries 
already play a vital role in sup-
porting their communities, and 
their participation in this initia-
tive to combat opioid addiction 
highlights their continued im-
pact. This legislation, proposed 
by an Elgin high school student 
and a state representative, rep-
resents a meaningful step in 
the fight against the opioid 
epidemic.”

“Harm reduction is about 
meeting people where they are at 
and ensuring equitable access to 
prevention and lifesaving mea-

sures,” said Illinois Department 
of Human Services Secretary 
Dulce M. Quintero. “This up-
date expands proven best prac-
tices and we at IDHS thank Dr. 
Vohra and the IDPH team for 
this next step in strengthening 
our opioid response system.”

Administration of an opioid 
antagonist reduces the time to 
treatment for someone experi-
encing an overdose. More than 
one dose of the medication may 
be required.

Both naloxone and nalmefene 
are seen as safe and effective in 
counteracting an overdose. They 
can be administered safely to 
persons showing signs of over-
dose, even if that person has not 
actually overdosed on opioids. 

Library staff are now permit-
ted to administer the medication 
after undergoing training that 
includes how to recognize the 
signs of an overdose, how to 
properly dispense the reversal 
agent and the need to call 911 for 
continued care of the overdose 
victim.

Under the new provisions of 
the Local Library Act, libraries 
which are governed by the 
statute (primarily those falling 
under city, village, or township 
jurisdiction) are required to 
maintain a supply of opioid 
reversal agents. The standing 
order ensures their ability to 
comply with the law and allows 
all other public libraries to have 
a supply on hand if they choose 
to do so. 

Illinois Department of Public Health issues update

Public libraries will be able 
to utilize opioid reversal agents

Weather
High 49, low 8

Temperatures for the period 
of Dec. 9-15 in the Union 
County area ranged from a 
high of 49 degrees to a low 
of 8. No precipitation was 
recorded.

Following are highlights for 
the period as recorded by local 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Dec. 9: high 41, 
low 22.

Wednesday, Dec. 10: high 
49, low 24.

Thursday, Dec. 11: high 40, 
low 20.

Friday, Dec. 12: high 44, 
low 29.

Saturday, Dec. 13: high 37, 
low 14.

Sunday, Dec. 14: high 20, 
low 8.

Monday, Dec. 15: high 37, 
low 8.

the national positivity rate of 
7 to 12 . 

Of these patients who com-
pleted a follow-up colonosco-
py, more than half (54 percent) 
presented with colon polyps 
that were removed in their 
early stages, thus preventing 
possible colorectal cancer.

“The seven southernmost 
counties of Illinois sit in one 
of three ‘hot spots’ in the 
nation for CRC. By this, we 
know that many people in our 
region aren’t getting regular 
colonoscopies, making early 
detection screenings like FIT 
even more necessary in sav-
ing lives,” S7HD community 
outreach coordinator said in a 
news release. “We are grateful 
to the IPHA and IDPH for 
supporting us in our continued 
mission to prevent CRC for our 
residents.”

Recent data shows that death 
rates from CRC are falling 
nationwide for those over age 
50. This can be attributed, in 
part, to education and patient 
participation in early detection 
of colorectal cancer. Colonos-
copies, knowing family history 
and annual screenings with a 
home test like FIT, followed by 
regular tests as prescribed by a 
doctor can detect early cancer-
ous polyps to be removed.

The U.S. Preventive Ser-
vices Task Force recommends 
that adults age 45 to 75 be 
screened for colorectal cancer. 
The decision to be screened 
between ages 76 and 85 should 
be made on an individual basis 
and discussed with a doctor. 
When found early, CRC can 
be prevented and cured with a 
near 100 percent effectiveness 
rate.

To request a free FIT kit 
from Southern Seven Health 
Department, call 618-634-
2297 or visit www.southern7.
org.Southern

Deputy graduates from academy
The Union County Sheriff's Office is congratulating 

Drake Campbell, who graduated on Friday, Dec. 5, from 
the Southwestern Illinois Police Academy in Belleville. 
From left are Union County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy 
Anthony Pena, Drake Campbell and Union County 
Sheriff David Wilkins. Campbell began his duties as 
a full-time deputy with the sheriff’s office on Monday, 
Dec. 15, and his continues his training. Photo provided.



ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
City of Anna, Illinois

Wastewater Treatment Plant – 
Lagoon Valve Replacement Project

The City of Anna is accepting sealed bids for the replacement 
of two (2) 8-inch plug valves located at the lagoon at the 
City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Work may include, but is not limited to:
    • Labor and equipment to remove existing valves and install 
  new 8-inch plug valves
    • Excavation and trenching
    • Backfill and compaction
    • Site restoration, including seeding
    • Any additional materials or services necessary to complete 
  the valve replacement

Bid Requirements:
    • Bids shall include a complete cost for labor, equipment, 
  materials, and any associated work necessary for a fully 
  functional installation.
    • Contractors must be properly licensed, bonded, and 
  insured. Proof of insurance must be included.
    • The City reserves the right to request additional information, 
  reject any or all bids, or waive technicalities in the best 
  interest of the City.

Submission Details:
    • Sealed bids must be clearly marked “Lagoon Valve Re-
placement Project”.
    • Bids shall be delivered to:
     City of Anna – City Hall
     103 Market Street
     Anna, IL 62906
    • Deadline for submission: 2PM on January 6, 2026

Bids will be opened publicly at 5PM on January 6, 2026 at 
the Anna City Council Meeting

For questions or to schedule a site visit, please contact 
Jordan Chamness at 618-833-8528.

DONGOLA PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT
ANNUAL REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

Beginning July 1, 2024 and Ending June 30, 2025

RECEIPTS 
Real Estate Taxes           $43,913
Grants:                               15,145
TIF Grant:                         24,997
E-Rate Grant:                      3,230
Miscellaneous:                       348
Donations:                           1,751
Interest:                                   791
 TOTAL RECEIPTS $90,175

DISBURSEMENTS
Salaries, Salary Range:  Under $25,000 -
Samantha Ralston, Susanne Wyatt, Nancy Beanland, 
Elizabeth Sisler
Total Salaries: $29,542
Expenses:
Expenses:
Advertising: 546, Insurance: 3,270, Library Materials: 2,172, 
Library Supplies: 1,539, Repairs/Maintenance: 972, Member-
ship/Dues: 1,985, Utilities: 5,037, Taxes: 3,011, Legal/Account-
ing: 825, Programs: 2,516, Postage: 147, Conferences/Travel/
Training: 1,297.

Cash disbursements to vendors $2,500 or more:
Jeff Aden Builders:   $22,905
Clearwave Fiber:   $3,588
Lazerware, Inc.:    $7,640
 TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $86,992

Prepared and Certified by 
Carol Reeves, Treasurer, 
Dongola Public Library District

Worship at Kornthal
The Alliance of Churches worship 

at Kornthal will be held at 
2pm, Sunday, December 23rd. 

Kornthal is located 2 miles south 
of Jonesboro off Illinois 127. 

Coming up, Christmas at Kornthal, 
December 9th at 6:30 pm.

Illinois ag director says Trump 
trade policies ‘crushing’ farmers

By Peter Hancock 
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Trump administration an-
nounced last week that it 
would make $12 billion avail-
able in the form of one-time 
payments to U.S. farmers to 
help weather what it calls 
“temporary trade market 
disruptions” in the wake of 
ongoing tariff disputes with 
America’s trading partners.

But Jerry Costello II, di-
rector of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture, said this 
week the latest aid package 
is less than half the size of 
the one offered in response 
to trade disputes during 
Trump’s first administration. 
He said the money being 
offered now is not nearly 
enough to make up for the 
losses farmers are suffering.

“Tariffs are crushing farm-
ers again,” Costello said in a 
statement. “Financial losses 
are worse this time around, 
yet the aid package is 50 per-
cent smaller. We’re seeing 
repeated devastation with 
greater losses than Trump 1. 
It defies logic.”

Payment Details
The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture announced the 
“Farmer Bridge Assistance 
Program” Monday. It said the 
funds are authorized under 
the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration Charter Act and will 
be administered through the 
federal Farm Service Agency, 
which also administers most 
other farm credit, subsidy and 
conservation programs.

Of the $12 billion being 
made available, USDA said, 
$11 billion will be earmarked 
for farmers who produce 
row crops. Those include 
corn and soybeans, the two 
biggest crops in Illinois, as 
well as barley, cotton, oats, 
peanuts, sorghum, wheat and 
several other crops.

The remaining $1 billion 
is being reserved for other 
crops, including sugar and 
specialty crops, although 
details of those payments are 
still being developed.

The payments will  be 
based on the number of acres 
of eligible crops each farmer 
planted, as reported to FSA, 
as well as statistical models 
that use production cost es-
timates, average yields and 
market prices to estimate 
each farmer’s losses.

USDA said eligible farm-
ers should make sure their 
2025 acreage is reported to 
FSA by 5 p.m. eastern time 
Friday, Dec. 19. Eligible 
farmers can expect payments 
to be released by Feb. 28, 
2026.

Sufficiency of Payments
In its statement Monday, 

USDA said the program 
would use “a uniform for-
mula to cover a portion of 
the modeled losses” farmers 
incurred during the 2025 
crop year, but it did not say 

Legislation enacts immigrant 
protections in courthouses

By Brenden Moore 
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Christen-
ing it as part of a “nation-lead-
ing” response to aggressive 
federal immigration raids, Gov. 
JB Pritzker signed legislation 
Tuesday, Dec. 9, allowing 
Illinois residents to sue immi-
gration agents who arrest them 
in or near courthouses or if they 
believe their constitutional 
rights were violated.

The new law, which law-
makers have acknowledged is 
likely to face a legal challenge, 
also requires public colleges 
and universities, hospitals 
and child care facilities to set 
up policies for dealing with 
immigration enforcement and 
mostly prohibits them from 
disclosing the immigration 
status of students, patients, 
parents and children.

“Together, we’re sending a 
message to Donald Trump, to 
Kristi Noem, to Gregory Bo-
vino and anyone else seeking 
to terrorize our people: Your 
divisiveness and your bru-
tality are not welcome here,” 
Pritzker said, surrounded by 
state lawmakers and immigrant 
rights advocates in Chicago’s 
Little Village neighborhood.

“We know that this new set 
of laws can’t mitigate all of the 
harm, but it gives us new pro-
tective tools and is a symbol of 
our shared action against those 
terrorizing, our communities 
and our state,” Pritzker said.

Response to “Midway 
Blitz”

The Democrat-led state leg-
islature passed the bill in late 
October during the height of 
the federal immigration en-
forcement campaign known 
as “Operation Midway Blitz.”

The Department of Home-
land Security said the opera-
tion, which launched in Sep-
tember and wound down last 
month, resulted in the arrest 
of more than 3,000 immigrants 
who were living in Chicago 
and its suburbs without legal 
permission.

Though federal officials 
claimed they were targeting the 
“worst of the worst,” DHS data 
indicates that most arrested had 
no prior criminal convictions 
or pending charges.

The raids often led to vio-
lent confrontations between 
masked federal agents and 
protestors during various oper-
ations in the city and suburbs, 
including near an Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
processing facility in suburban 
Broadview. Many of these 
skirmishes resulted in the de-
ployment of tear gas and other 
chemical agents.

Bovino and about 200 Bor-
der Patrol agents under his 
command left Chicago for 
southern states last month, 
though they could be back 

fourfold this March, the Chi-
cago Sun-Times reported.

Senate President Don Har-
mon, D-Oak Park, said the law 
“sends the message that if you 
abuse your authority, there are 
consequences.”

“Our rights follow us into 
the courthouse, onto campus, 
to the hospital and when taking 
our kids to day care,” Harmon 
said. “No one gets to take them 
away. We are providing the 
victims of this chaotic federal 
assault a clear, legal path to 
go after their abusers and hold 
them accountable.”

With Pritzker’s signature, all 
people attending court are con-
sidered “privileged from civil 
arrest” inside state courthouses 
and within a 1,000-foot buffer 
zone outside of the buildings.

Though there had long been 
a de facto understanding that 
such facilities were off-limits 
for immigration enforcement, 
they have increasingly been 
the site of apprehensions over 
the past year. Those who vio-
late the act could be liable for 
statutory damages of $10,000.

It gives people arrested un-
der those circumstances the 
right to sue the agents who 
detained them.

Criticisms, Potential Chal-
lenge

The law also allows res-
idents to sue immigration 
agents for violating their con-
stitutional right to due process 
and protection against unrea-
sonable searches and seizures.

They would be able to col-
lect punitive damages that can 
increase if the agents are wear-
ing masks, concealing their 
identities, failing to wear body 
cameras or using a vehicle 
with a non-Illinois or obscured 
license plate.

Illinois Republicans have 
criticized the provision, argu-
ing that it would have unin-
tended consequences for state 
and local law enforcement. 
It also likely invites a legal 
challenge from the Trump 
Administration on the grounds 
that it violates the supremacy 
clause of the U.S. Constitution.

DHS spokeswoman Tricia 
McLauglin told Capitol News 
Illinois in an emailed statement 
that Pritzker “must be unfamil-
iar with the U.S. Constitution.”

“By signing this law, Pritz-
ker violated the supremacy 
clause, his oath he took as 
governor to ‘support the Con-
stitution of the United States’ 
– which itself falls under the 
oaths clause of the Constitu-
tion,” McLaughlin said. “We 
hope the headlines, social 
media likes, and fundraising 
emails he did this for are worth 
it!”

Harmon acknowledged in 
October that the law would 
likely be challenged, though 
Pritzker, one of Trump’s most 

pugnacious critics and seen as 
a potential 2028 Democratic 
candidate for president, said 
Dec. 9 that he believed it to be 
“in good shape.”

“Whenever you enact some-
thing that is tough, that is about 
protecting people, there are 
going to be people out there 
who attack it,” Pritzker said. 
“No doubt they have the ability 
to go to court about it. But I 
believe this is not just a good 
law, but a great law.”

Day Cares, Colleges, Hos-
pitals

The law requires all general 
acute care hospitals to imple-
ment a policy for interactions 
with law enforcement by Jan. 
1. All other hospitals need a 
plan in place by March 1.

Illinois colleges and univer-
sities will need to have proce-
dures in place for approving 
requests from law enforce-
ment agents attempting to 
enter campus by the new year.

The law also prohibits day 
care centers from sharing the 
immigration status of children 
or parents unless required 
by law. It also requires the 
Illinois Department of Chil-
dren and Family Services and 
Illinois Department of Early 
Childhood to provide “know 
your rights” materials and 
preparedness plans to families 
on their websites.

Day cares will also need 
to adopt plans for interacting 
with law enforcement agents 
and notifying parents if agents 
request a child’s information.

State Rep. Norma Hernan-
dez, D-Melrose Park, said that 
the fatal shooting of unarmed 
father and Mexican immigrant 
Silverio Villegas González in 
September by an Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
officer after dropping off his 
two young sons at school and 
day care in the Chicago area 
“reminds us why this law 
matters so deeply.”

“His death was not an iso-
lated tragedy,” Hernandez 
said. “It is a painful reminder 
that without strong protec-
tions, everyday life becomes 
a place of danger, and that is 
where we are right now.”

In addition to the law, Pritz-
ker signed an executive order 
in October creating the Illinois 
Accountability Commission, 
which has been tasked with 
producing a public record of 
alleged abuses perpetrated by 
federal agents during “Opera-
tion Midway Blitz.”

It will also examine the 
impact of such conduct on 
Illinois residents and commu-
nities and offer recommenda-
tions for accountability and 
reform.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to hun-
dreds of news outlets state-
wide. It is funded primarily by 
the Illinois Press Foundation 
and the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.

Union County officials 
have learned that Deaconess 
Illinois Union County Hospi-
tal in Anna has received tax 
exempt status from the State 
of Illinois. The news was 
shared at last week’s regular 
meeting of the Union County 
Board of Commissioners. The 
meeting was Friday morning, 
Dec. 12, at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

The approval of the tax 
exempt status is expected to 
have a negative impact on the 
county’s equalized assessed 
value, EAV, numbers in the 
amount of $1.3 million. The 
EAV is one of the factors 
used to determine property 
tax bills. With the exemption 
in place, the county will re-
ceive no property tax revenue 
generated by the hospital for 
2025 payable in 2026. 

In addition to receiving 
the tax exempt status, the 

hospital is seeking a refund of 
taxes paid for the past several 
years. The county is planning 
to challenge that request.

County officials said they 
just recently learned about 
the granting of the tax exempt 
status and had not been aware 
that such action was being 
taken. 

In other business at Friday 
morning’s meeting:

Commissioner Kent Pitts 
praised the work that con-
tinues to be done by the staff 
at the Union County animal 
control shelter. “They’re 
doing a really good job,” he 
said.

County board meeting 
dates were set for 2026. 
Meetings will continue to 
be held at 8:30 a.m. on the 
second and fourth Friday of 
each month at the courthouse. 
Some meeting dates will be 
adjusted for holidays.

Union County Board 
meets Friday morning

how large of a portion those 
payments would cover.

Costello, however, said 
the limited size of the pro-
gram ensures it will not be 
enough to cover all the losses 
farmers have suffered as a 
result of the trade disputes.

“It’s a much, much small-
er relief package than last 
time, and this is a much 
larger problem than what 
we experienced during the 
first Trump administration 
and the first Trump tariffs,” 
he said in an interview with 
Capitol News Illinois.

In 2017, Costello noted, 
the Trump administration 
imposed significant tariffs 
on various goods coming 
into the United States from 
China. That prompted China 
to impose retaliatory tariffs 
on a number of U.S. exports, 
including soybeans and other 
agricultural products.

Illinois is the nation’s 
leading producer of soy-
beans, he said, and China 
was the biggest export mar-
ket for that crop.

“In 2017, tariffs are put 
in place. In 2018 and 2019, 
there’s an estimated loss of 
over $27 billion in the ag-
ricultural space,” Costello 
said. “What’s interesting 
about that is about 72 percent 
of that literally was specific 
to soybeans, and about 95 
percent of that was specific 
to China. So at that point in 
time – again, first Trump ad-
ministration – the aid pack-
age was $23.1 (billion).”

Costello also noted that 
nearly a third of the agri-
cultural losses at that time 
were concentrated in just 
three states: Iowa, Illinois 
and Kansas.

This time around, Costello 
said, the global trade dis-
putes extend beyond just 
China, and in the agricul-
tural sector they involve 
many more crops than corn 
and soybeans. But the aid 
package is only half the size 
as the one in the first Trump 
administration.

Long-term costs
Costello said the trade 

wars have affected the farm 
economy on at least two 
fronts – lower prices due to 
shrinking export markets, 
and higher production costs 
because of tariffs imposed 
on imported goods such as 
fertilizers, tractors and other 
kinds of farm equipment.

During the first Trump 
administration, he said, Il-

linois’ sales of soybeans to 
China fell from $1.3 billion 
in 2017 to $116 million in 
2018 – roughly a 90 percent 
drop. By 2020, they had 
fallen further, to just $29 
million.

“So, I mean, those are 
major, major losses,” he said.

One result, he said, is that 
farmers have ended up stor-
ing their products in silos, 
either because the market 
prices are too low or there 
simply aren’t enough buyers.

“So when you’ve got all 
of your storage that’s being 
consumed, or most of your 
storage being consumed, a 
lot of farmers are forced to 
sell into a market that’s de-
pressed if they have nowhere 
to go with it,” he said. “So 
they’re forced to take those 
losses.”

Meanwhile, he said, tariffs 
being imposed on products 
coming into the United States 
from overseas are driving up 
the cost for farmers to put a 
crop in the ground.

“Just this past year, be-
cause of tariffs, nitrogen 
tariffs are up 10 percent,” 
he said. “Herbicide, pesti-
cide, insecticide are up 20 
percent. Ag equipment, up 
13 percent; tractors, up 16 
percent. So there are huge 
implications because of the 
tariffs on a lot of the inputs.”

While those factors are 
affecting farmers’ bottom 
lines today, Costello said 
his biggest concern is that 
they could become long-term 
drags on the farm economy, 
making it difficult or im-
possible for individuals and 
families to earn their liveli-
hoods by farming.

“Right now, we have more 
people farming that are over 
75 than under 35,” he said. 
“It’s scary, because 58.6 is 
the average age of a farmer 
in the state of Illinois right 
now. So getting new people 
into agriculture, retaining the 
folks that have had the guts 
to try to come into a tough…
those new folks are the most 
vulnerable, and those are the 
ones that it worries me will 
not be able to sustain this 
type of a downturn.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service that distributes state 
government coverage to 
hundreds of news outlets 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.
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John R. Hines, age 81, of 
Anna, passed away on Sat-
urday, Dec. 6, 2025 at home 
surrounded by his family.

He was born on March 14, 
1944 to Loren William and 
Olive Louise (Boyer) Hines 
in Anna, Ill.

John was graduate of the 
Anna-Jonesboro Class of 
1962. He retired from South-
ern Illinois University after 
28 years in Maintenance. 

He enjoyed to fish and 
loved music. He had a way 
of using his wit as a way 
of creating laughter among 
those around him. John was 
of Christian faith.

Survivors  include his 
daughter, Jennifer (Richard) 
Kristoff; four granddaugh-
ters, Brandie (Josh) Boland, 
Rebecca Kristoff,  Jamie 
Webb, and Ashley Webb; one 
grandson, Braxton Kristoff; 
three great-grandchildren, 
Connor Webb, Alaina Brown, 
and Owen Kristoff; one great 
great-grandson, Oliver Mar-
tin; sister, Debby (Ron) Kent; 

b r o t h e r , 
Jim Hines; 
a n d  s i s -

ters-in-law, Diane Hines 
(Jerry) and Dianne Hines 
(Bobby Joe); along with 
nieces, nephews and other 
relatives; and friend Mary 
Lou Powell.

Along with his parents, 
he is preceded in death by 
his wife, Linda Hines; and 
brothers, Lennie G. “Jerry” 
Hines and Bobby Joe Hines.

No services will be held at 
this time.

The cremation of John 
R. Hines will be personally 
handled by the staff of Crain 
Funeral Home.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Anna, Illinois is in charge of 
arrangements.

John R. Hines

Jerry Heidlebaugh 82, of 
Alto Pass, Ill., died Sunday, 
Nov. 30, 2025, at St. Francis 
Hospital in Cape Girardeau. 
Mo.

Jerry was born on April 
29, 1943, the son of Maxine 
Hummel and Arley Heidle-
baugh in Hindsboro, Ill.

He is preceded in death 
by both parents and his wife 
Suzanne.

Jerry is survived by his 
children,  Laura,  Barba-
ra, Robert and Kenneth, 3 
grandchildren, and 4 sisters.

Jerry was a mechanic and 
worked at Voglar Ford in 
Carbondale for many years 
until he retired. He was also 
an avid hunter, fisherman, 
woodworker, and gunsmith. 

He attended the Southern 
Range Cowboy Church. 

H e  w i l l 
be greatly 
missed by 

all his family and friends.
No services will be held at 

this time.
The cremation of Jerry 

Heidlebaugh will be person-
ally handled by the staff of 
Crain Funeral Home.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Anna, Illinois is in charge of 
arrangements

Jerry Heidlebaugh

Alvin W. Beasley, age 65, 
of Anna, passed away on 
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025 at 
Integrity Healthcare in Cob-
den, Ill.

He was born on Jan. 23, 
1960 to Alfred and Helen 
(Schram) Beasley in Simp-
son, Illinois.

Alvin  wi l l  be  deeply 
missed by friends at Integrity 
Healthcare of Cobden and the 
Spanish Oaks Center in Anna.

Alvin will also be remem-
bered by the Lence Family 
and all the employees at 
Dairy Queen in Anna.

Alvin is preceded in death 
by his parents.

A Visitation was held on 
Friday, Dec. 12 at Crain 

F u n e r a l 
H o m e  i n 
Anna.

A Private Interment will be 
held at Pleasant Grove Me-
morial Park in Murphysboro, 
Illinois.

Crain Funeral Home in 
Anna, Illinois is in charge of 
arrangements.

Alvin W. Beasley

Fred E. Harvey, age 98, 
of Marion, passed away on 
Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2025 at 
Eden Vista Senior Living in 
Hoffman Estates, Ill.

He was born on May 27, 
1927 to Samuel and Elva 
Sloan Harvey in Hunting-
burg, Ind. 

On Jan. 31, 1953, he mar-
ried Hazel Tripp and they 
were together for over 48 
years until her passing in 
2001.

Fred served proudly in the 
United States Army during 
World War II and Korea. 

Fred had retired from 
Hewlett Packard after over 
30 years working in real es-
tate development. Fred had 
been a member of Rotary 
International.

Survivors include his son, 
Michael (Arlene) Harvey of 
Hoffman Estates; 2 grand-
daughters, Kristen (Brian) 
Newby of Hoffman Estates 
and Jessica Dietrich of Pal-
atine, IL; 2 great grand-
children, Bernadette and 
Michael; nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

Besides his wife and par-
ents, he was also preceded 

i n  d e a t h 
by 2 broth-
ers,  Irvin 

(Kathryn) 
Harvey and 
J im (Dor-
othy) Har-
vey.

Visitation for Fred E. Har-
vey were on Sunday, Dec. 
14  at Crain Funeral Home 
Egyptian Chapel. A Private 
burial will take place at Anna 
City Cemetery in Anna, Ill.

The family requests with 
gratitude that memorial con-
tributions be made to the 
local veteran’s funeral hon-
ors team. Envelopes will 
be available at the funeral 
home.

Cra in  Fune ra l  Home 
Egyptian Chapel in Energy 
is in charge of arrangements.

Fred E. Harvey

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                         By Suzan Harvel

P.A.S.T. of Union County 
completed their annual Christ-
mas Luncheons at the Heritage 
House in Jonesboro, with a 
full house and a lot of praise 
from the décor to the meal. The 
P.A.S.T. board wishes to, once 
again, thank all of those that 
worked so hard to make this 
year a success and as always, 
appreciates those that attended 
the luncheons and the many that 
gave monetary donations. 

The last board meeting for 
2025 will be held on Tuesday, 
Dec. 30 at 6 P.M. Voting to fill 
positions, a recap of the past 
year’s events, and a review of 
upcoming events in the new 
year are needed to close out the 
year. If you wish to serve on the 
board, or join the organization 
this is the perfect opportunity.

P.A.S.T. was also surprised 
with a generous donation of 
new aprons for the organization 
and wishes to thank Mike Mei-
senheimer of Country Financial 
Insurance, in Jonesboro, for his 
donation and his support in all 
their endeavors.  

St. Anne’s Episcopal Church 
at 507 South Main Street, in 
Anna, will be the venue for a 
concert by Steve Hornbeak, 
Family, and Friends on Sunday, 
Dec. 21 at 4 P.M. Donations 
will benefit the P.A.S.T. of 
Union County Organization. 
P.A.S.T., which means Promot-
ing Appreciation of Structural 
Treasures, restored the historic 
stone church, which was built in 
1886. The church is used now 
as a venue for small weddings, 
anniversary celebrations, con-
certs, revivals, and many other 
events.  Please join us in this 
final event of 2025.

The Village of Tamms hosted 
their Christmas Parade this past 
Saturday night. We had plans to 
go, but I’d had a rough day and 
was so worn out that I remem-
bered it about 9 P.M. Maybe 
we’ll manage to make it to the 
next event. I applaud those that 
were hearty enough to brave 
the start of the most recent cold 
snap to take part in the parade. 

Also held this past Saturday 
was the Wreaths Across Amer-
ica event. The Mound City 
National Cemetery in Pulaski 
County held its program at 11 
A.M., while St. John’s Ceme-
tery and other Union County 
cemeteries also had wreath 
laying events to honor veterans 
with a wreath at their burial 
site. The goal each year is to 
obtain enough wreaths to place 
at every veteran’s headstone. 
Sponsorships and volunteers 
are always needed, so check out 
the website at www.wreathsac-
rossamerica.org to learn more. 

December is one of those 
months that it seems like there 
is something going on every 
single day. The busy agendas, 
the rush to get things done, and 
the physical aches and pains 
that accompany it all. This 
led to ugly consequences on 
my Christmas spirit this year. 
I’ve been frustrated, annoyed, 
irritated, stressed and a whole 
host of other unpleasant moods. 
The weather hasn’t helped mat-
ters; as I’m old enough to be a 
human barometer. 

Sunday brought me the clar-
ity my soul needed. Brother 
Bobby Richardson provided 
part of that at church Sunday 
morning at Mill Creek Baptist. 
His sermon was titled “Are 
You Ready for Christmas?” 
Just those words had a snarl 
threatening to erupt. By the end 
of the sermon, I knew why I had 
lost my joy, my peace, and my 
goodwill. 

As a follow up reminder, lat-
er that evening, we attended my 
daughter’s church, over in Cape 
Girardeau, to see my grandsons 
sing, and their program was 
titled “The Joy of Christmas”. 
The children sang “Go Tell It on 
the Mountain.” My witness this 
past week sure wasn’t telling 
anyone about the miracle and 
blessing of Jesus’ birth. 

Reality checks from God 
that smack you right between 
the eyes, hurt. It pays to be re-
minded that Jesus is the reason 
for this season. When we take 
our eyes off what’s important, 
that’s when the trouble hits. So, 
we better be ready for Christ…
He’s coming again. I also offer 
my sincere apologies to anyone 
I snarled at this week…as I 
know there were a few.  

Please keep the following 
families in your prayers as they 
deal with the loss of loved ones: 
the Jesse Ledbetter family; the 
family of Paul David McKee; 
and the family of Eli Newman, 
in the loss of his mother.  Also, 
be in prayer for Robert Richard-
son, Sr. who has been diagnosed 
with cancer; Diane Wiseman 
who is in ICU; Don Crumley, 
who has health issues; and 
Mary Powles as she recovers 
from knee surgery.

The photo is of P.A.S.T. of Union County board members: Barbara Bauer, member; 
Suzan Harvel, P.A.S.T. President; Marilyn Meisenheimer, P.A.S.T. Vice President; Carla 
Smith, P.A.S.T. Archivist; and Carolyn Tripp, P.A.S.T. Treasurer wearing the aprons 
donated by Mike Meisenheimer of Country Financial Insurance, who is also pictured 
at the Heritage House for one of the P.A.S.T. Luncheons.

Union 
County 
Fixin’s 
New Year’s Pizza Pinwheels
1 tube/bag of refrigerated 

pizza crust 
1 jar pizza sauce
1/2 cup shredded Col-

by-Jack cheese
1/2 cup tiny diced peppero-

ni, ham, or finely ground and 
cooked hamburger or sausage

Diced onion, black olives, 
mushrooms, or whatever top-
pings you like to equal ¼ cup

1/4 cup parmesan cheese
On a lightly floured surface, 

roll pizza dough into a 12 X 
10-inch rectangle. 

Spread ¼ cup of pizza sauce 
on dough, to within 1/4 inch 
of edges.

Sprinkle meat of choice, 
then Colby-Jack cheese, and 
toppings on dough. DO NOT 
OVERLOAD!

Roll up jelly roll style from 
the long side.

Cut into 1-inch slices. Place 
on a greased or parchment 
covered baking sheet with 
edges.

Sprinkle with parmesan 
cheese.

Bake at 425 degrees for 
about 13 minutes. 

Heat leftover pizza sauce to 
use as a dip.

News from

Anna First Baptist Church
Anna First Baptist Church 

met for worship on Dec. 14 with 
Pastor Lupe greeting everyone 
in the Sanctuary and on our live 
stream. Pastor Perry led in our 
Opening Prayer.

Our announcements were 
read and our prayer list was 
gone over. Prayer was lifted up 
over those on our list and others 
who prayer was ask for.

Our Call to Worship was 
on the Birth of Jesus, and was 
taken from the Book of Luke. 
“And she gave birth to her 
first-born son; and she wrapped 
Him in cloths, and laid Him in 
a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn.”

Our Worship Team led us in, 
“Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
and “New Wine.”

Pastor Lupe’s sermon was 
titled, “Glory in the Night.”

Highlights included, “the 
shepherds were keeping watch 
over their flocks in the quiet 
darkness of the fields. Suddenly, 
the sky was pierce with light as 
an angel of the Lord appeared 
before them. Fear gripped their 
hearts, but the angel spoke 
words of comfort: ‘Do not be 
afraid.’”

“The angel announced the 

birth of the Savior, wrapped 
in humble cloths and lying in 
a manger. In that moment, the 
ordinary night became extraor-
dinary, filled with glory, joy, 
and the promise of hope for all 
people.”

Our Sunday School starts at 
9 a.m. and is for all ages. Our 
Children’s Worship and Adult 
Worship begins at 10:15 a.m. 
Our bus runs for both of these 
services. Please call our church 
office for information on our 
bus service.

Our church is located at 
409 Morgan Street in Anna, 
Illinois. Our phone number is 
618.833.5416. Our email is 
fbcanna409@gmail.com. Our 
facebook is /AnnaFirstBaptist-
Church.

Please feel free to visit our 
church anytime. We would love 
to have you visit our Sunday 
School or Worship Service. Give 
us a call or drop by, we would 
love to share Jesus with you.

We pray Jesus is Lord of 
your life, if you need help with 
that, we would love to help you 
find Him as Lord and Savior of 
your life.

God Bless you is always our 
prayer for you!!

News from

Camp Ground Church, 
Community

Near the beginning of Morn-
ing Worship, our third Advent 
reading was given by Amber 
Easton focusing on “Joy.” Rae-
lynn Bonner relighted the Hope 
and Peace candles and lit the 
candle representing Joy.  

Bro. Easton’s sermon was 
“Great Joy for All People.” His 
main scripture selection was 
Luke 2:8-14. 

The selected scripture is the 
account of the angel appearing 
to the shepherds proclaiming 
the birth of Jesus Christ, and the 
“multitude of heavenly hosts” 
giving glory to God.

This was the very first proc-
lamation of The Gospel – the 
Good News of Jesus Christ 
coming to Earth bringing the 
gift of eternal life for all who 
would receive Him into their 
hearts.

In Jesus’ time, shepherds 
were shunned by many.  God 
chose to reveal Himself to the 
lowly first so that those of “high 
society” could not boast.  

After the angels visit, the 
shepherds went to see what they 
had been told. Then filled with 
joy, they shared what they had 
seen with any who would listen.

The joy of accepting Christ 
in our heart is nothing in com-
parison to the joy we will have 
in eternity with the Lord.  No 
matter what besets us on earth, 
our joy will be complete in 
heaven. 

The greatest factor is that this 
joy is not just for a select group, 
but for all.  

Raelynn Bonner rang the 
bell to begin Morning Worship. 
Aldi and Vodra Gerard took up 
the tithes and offerings. Karen 
Vaughn is our lead elder for 
December.

Correction to last week’s 
birthdays: Reed Crane was born 
on Dec. 7 rather than the 12th. 
Michaela Boaz had a birthday 
Dec. 12 and Lara Crane’s birth-

day is tomorrow, the 19th. 
We invite you to join us this 

Sunday evening, Dec. 21, for 
our annual Christmas service. 
We will begin with finger foods 
and fellowship at 5 p.m. fol-
lowed by our service of Carols, 
Scripture, and Candle Light at 
6 p.m. 

If you aren’t attending wor-
ship regularly or looking for 
a church home, we invite you 
to join us each Sunday as we 
prepare our hearts to celebrate 
the birth of Christ.  

Our Sunday services begin 
with coffee and fellowship at 
9:15, Bible Study at 9:30 and 
Worship at 10:30.  We are 
located at the intersection of 
Camp Ground Road and Tun-
nel Lane east of Anna, north of 
Route 146.
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Sunday, Dec. 14
The morning worship ser-

vice was held at 10:35 a.m. 
on Dec. 14. Announcements 
were given by Jessica El-
kins. The worship service 
was led by Pastor Wright and 
the worship team. 

The message “The Third 
Sunday of Advent-Rejoice 
In the Joy Of Jesus” was 
brought by Pastor Wright 
from Luke 2:10-11, Isaiah 
12:2-3, Zephaniah 3:17, 
James 1:2-3, Luke 2:8-11, 
Isaiah 9:2, John 15:9-11, 
Psalm 16:11, Philippians 

4:4-7, Nehemiah 8:10, Ro-
mans 15:13.

A baptismal service was 
held with Tim Rendon being 
baptized.

Our annual Thanksgiving/ 
Christmas Potluck was held 
following the morning wor-
ship service.

There was no evening 
service on Dec. 14.

Sunday, Dec. 21
Breakfast - 9:00 a.m. Sun-

day School - 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship Ser-

vice-10:35 a.m No Evening 
Service.

Wednesday, Dec. 17
Wednesday Night Service 

will be held at 6:30 p.m. in 
the sanctuary.

Youth Group in the Fel-
lowship Hall at 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 20
Women’s Ministry Cookie 

Exchange at 9 a.m. at He-
brewz Coffeehouse

Wednesday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Candle-

light and Communion Ser-
vice at 8:00 p.m.

You may contact  the 
church by calling the church 
office at 618-833-6702 and 
leaving a message if nec-
essary or by calling Pastor 
Wright at 618-534-710.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
Anna City Council meeting held

The Anna City Council 
approved a resolution au-
thorizing and approving 
an agreement to employ a 
public works manager at a 
regular meeting held Tues-
day evening, Dec. 2. 

The meeting was at Anna 
City Hall. The council also 
approved bids for surplus 
property items.

The council authorized 
and approved an agreement 
to employ Jordan Chamness 
as public works manager. 
Chamness has been working 
as the city’s public works 
manager. The agreement was 

effective Dec. 1 and contin-
ues through April 30, 2028.

The council opened and 
considered bids three sur-
plus property items. Four 
bids were received for a 
1989 Ford Super Duty truck. 
A high bid of $4,100 was 
accepted. Two bids were 
received for a 2005 GMC 
C7500 truck. A high bid of 
$3,000 was accepted. Two 
bids also were received for 
a 1999 Metro Leaf Vac. A 
high bid of $276 was ac-
cepted. Minimum bids were 
set for each of the items. 
No bids were received for a 

2002 Vermeer BC1400 brush 
chipper.

In other business at the 
Dec. 2 meeting, the council 
approved a city tax levy 
�R�U�G�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���À�V�F�D�O���\�H�D�U��
which began on May 1, 
2025, and ends on April 30, 
2026. The levy remains the 
same as last year.

It was reported that the 
recent Christmas in Down-
town Anna celebration went 
well.

The council was scheduled 
to meet again in regular ses-
sion on Tuesday evening, 
Dec. 16, at city hall.


