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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Merry Christmas to all of
our readers.
skskeok
Students at Davie Elemen-
tary/Anna Junior High School
collaborated together to sur-
prise the Illinois Veterans
Home in Anna with special
Thanksgiving greetings.
skskeok
Three winners claimed cash
and service prizes during
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale’s Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Showcase
from a field of 92 businesses
entered in the 2024 Southern
[llinois Business Plan Com-
petition Powered by Regions
Bank. The top prize of $5,000
went to Rolling Oak Alpaca
Ranch near Makanda. More
on this to come.
skoskok
Teachers at Union Coun-
ty schools are among those
receiving Touchstone En-
ergy Classroom Grants from
Southern Illinois Electric
Cooperative.
skeksk
Cobden School is congratu-
lating student Lindsey Wind-
ings for being named as the
school’s winner of the Voice
of Democracy essay/speech
contest and student Mallory
Adamitis for being named
the school’s winner of the Pa-
triot’s Pen essay/speech con-
test. The Anna VFW presented
both students with certificates
and monetary awards.
skoskok
Eighth grade students from
Cobden Junior High School
recently visited the Kaplan
Feldman Holocaust Museum
in St. Louis. The visit gave
the students an opportunity
to deepen their understand-
ing of the Holocaust and its
importance.
kskok
The Cobden School Dis-
trict’s Junior Beta Club col-
lected gifts to brighten the
holiday season for families
in need.
skoskok
The Appleknocker Holiday
Tournament is scheduled Dec.
26-28 at Cobden High School.
Teams which are scheduled
to compete in the basketball
tournament include Cobden,
Cairo, Egyptian, Century, Zei-
gler-Royalton, Pope County,
Elverado and Johnston City.

(continued on page 2)
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Red Cross encourages
everyone to give blood
during holiday season

The American Red Cross is
encouraging everyone to con-
sider starting a new tradition
during the holiday season by
giving the Gift of Life.

Every person has her or
his own holiday traditions.
Whether they’re passed down
through family, adopted from
friends or ones you’ve cre-
ated all on your own, there’s
comfort and joy found in these
seasonal customs.

This year, the American
Red Cross is encouraging
you to shake up those holi-
day traditions by scheduling
to donate blood, platelets or
plasma.

Make donating your new
holiday habit and invite those
you love to join you. Blood,
platelets and plasma are al-
ways needed, and your life-
saving gift could have a very
big impact.

Why Giving Blood Mat-
ters

There’s still no substitute
for blood. Blood can’t be
manufactured; it can only
come from donors like you.

Blood donations are needed
all year. Unfortunately, the
American Red Cross notes,
demand for blood during the
holidays coincides with a
lower availability of donors
due to vacations and holiday
activities, seasonal illnesses,
school breaks and severe
weather.

Every two seconds, some-
one in the United States needs
blood. This includes cancer
patients, people with chronic
diseases, cardiac and organ
transplant patients and babies
who are born prematurely.

In a medical emergency,
having blood products on
hand can make a lifesaving
difference.

Even in the American Red
Cross’s state-of-the-art stor-
age facilities, blood doesn’t
last forever.

The average person can
only donate one pint of blood
in a single donation, and the
shelf life is only 42 days.

A steady flow of blood
donors is necessary to keep
hospitals stocked in case of
emergency.

Helping others could also
help you or a loved one. Do-
nating blood is an incredible
way to help those in need, but
you also get the added benefit
of a free mini health assess-
ment prior to donation.

When you come in to do-
nate, a Red Cross staff mem-
ber will check your blood
pressure, hemoglobin levels
and pulse.

The Red Cross records this
information in your online
donor profile which you can
be accessed at any time to help
you manage your health.

(continued on page 2)

‘Stuff a Squad Car’ food drive held

The Anna Police Department conducted a “Stuff a

Squad Car” food drive on Dec. 11-12. The food drive
was held at the Kroger store in Anna. Anna Police
Department Officer Adam Tripp displays shopping bags
which were holding some of the many canned goods
and nonperishable food items which had been donated
on the first day of the food drive. The items which
were collected were going to the food pantry at Salem

Lutheran Church in Anna.

Honor Wreaths ceremonies held

Honor Wreaths for Veterans ceremonies were conducted Saturday, Dec. 14, in
Union County. Ceremonies were conducted at the First Baptist Church in Anna and
at the Cobden Cemetery. Following the ceremonies, Honor Wreaths were placed on
the graves of veterans at the Anna Cemetery and at the Cobden Cemetery. Honor
Wreaths also were to have been placed at cemeteries in Alto Pass, Dongola and
Jonesboro and at St. John’s Cemetery near Dongola and Casper Church near Anna.
The Honors Wreaths for Veterans program is committed to teaching all generations
about the value of their freedoms and the importance of honoring those who sacrificed
so much to protect those freedoms.

Pledge of Allegiance

Members of Girl Scout Troop No. 8487 led the Pledge of Allegiance at the start
of the Honor Wreaths for Veterans ceremony Saturday at the First Baptist Church
in Anna. Following the ceremony, the Girl Scouts and Union County 4-H members
were among those who helped to lay wreaths at the Anna Cemetery. A total of 1,008
Honor Wreaths were brought to Anna for the special day. Photo by Benjamin Marxer.

T g

Cobden ceremony

The Cobden American Legion conducted Saturday’s ceremony at the Cobden
Cemetery. Volunteers who came to help place Honor Wreaths on the graves of veterans
included members of the Cobden High School Youth & Community Advocates and the
Cobden High School Beta Club. Wreaths were placed on the graves of 438 veterans.

Snow on the Jonesboro Square

AN

Recent light snowfall created a festive Christmas season scene on the Jonesboro Square. Christmas Day will be celebrated Wednesday,

Dec. 25.







