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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Happy New Year to all of
our readers.
skskesk
A message in keeping with
tradition...if you plan to cel-
ebrate the arrival of the New
Year, please do not drink and
drive.
skskeok
An American Red Cross
blood drive is planned from
10:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15, in the li-
brary at Cobden High School.
skskeok
Dodd Architects of Anna
has received an award for
architectural design for its
work on the new Cobden
School District gymnasium.
The award was presented at
a recent American Institute
of Architects Prairie Illinois
Design and Service Awards
Reception in Springfield.
skskeok
Michael Eudy, former de-
fensive coordinator for the
Anna-Jonesboro Community
High School football team,
has been inducted into the
Illinois High School Football
Coaches Association 2025
Hall of Fame class. Eudy dedi-
cated nearly three decades of
service to the team, from the
mid-1990s until 2023.
skskeok
The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah report-
ed that a significant warming
trend could be expected this
week, with temperatures well
above normal by Christmas
Day, and 10 to 15 degrees
above normal by the end of
the week. On and off rain
chances could be expected
Monday through Saturday,
with the best chances Tuesday
afternoon through Christmas
morning, then late Thursday
night into Friday, when a few
thunderstorms will also be
possible.
skskeok
Cobden High School home-
coming festivities are sched-
uled Jan. 6-10.
skskeok
Local schools are on their
holiday break.
skskeok
The Appleknocker Holiday
Tournament is scheduled Dec.
26-28 at Cobden High School.
Teams which are scheduled
to compete in the basketball
tournament include Cobden,
Cairo, Egyptian, Century, Zei-
gler-Royalton, Pope County,
Elverado and Johnston City.
skskeosk
Stinson Memorial Public
Library District announced
holiday closing dates of Dec.
24,25 and 26.
skskeosk
Reminder: Starting on Jan.
2, Shawnee Mass Transit
District plans to offer fixed
route bus service in the Anna-
Jonesboro area. Nearly 20

stops are on the schedule.
skoskok

Cobden Junior Beta Club
members spread holiday cheer
during a visit to Integrity
Healthcare of Cobden.

(continued on page 2)
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Anna Council hears message of gratitude from resment

In the midst of the holiday
season, the Anna City Council
received a special message of
gratitude.

The message was shared at
last week’s regular meeting of
the Anna City Council. The
meeting was Tuesday evening
Dec. 17 at Anna City Hall.

Anna resident Jim Bardwell
shared the special message
in a letter which head read at
the meeting. The letter was
from Bardwell and his wife,
Rebekah.

The letter shared by the
Bardwells follows:

Dear Members of the Anna
City Council,

As newcomers to your
city, we want to express our
gratitude for our wonderful

experiences since moving to
Anna, Illinois, from Nashville,
Tennessee. The transition has
been filled with kindness, sup-
port,and a sense of belonging,
and we attribute much of this
to the exceptional community
spirit fostered by the city’s
leadership.

From the moment we ar-
rived, we have been struck
by the welcoming nature of
the Anna community. Your
efforts to cultivate a safe,
inviting, and connected town
have significantly impacted
our lives. The friendliness and
warmth of the residents have
truly made us feel at home.

We want to take a moment
to specifically commend the
Anna Police Department for

their professionalism and
approachability. Their dedica-
tion to ensuring the safety and
well-being of the community
is evident in every interac-
tion we have had with them.
Knowing that such a commit-
ted team is working to protect
our town brings us great peace
of mind.

Additionally, we are incred-
ibly impressed by the employ-
ees’ work at City Hall and the
Public Works Department.
Their responsiveness and ef-
ficiency in maintaining Anna’s
infrastructure and beauty have
not gone unnoticed. From
well-maintained streets to
reliable service delivery, their
hard work contributes greatly

(continued on page 2)

Sign of welcome

A sign at the four-way stop in downtown Anna invites
everyone to spend some time in the Union County

community.

Rolling Oak Alpaca Ranch earns top prlze 1n SIU showcase

By Christi Mathis
news.siu.edu

Three winners claimed cash
and service prizes during
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale’s Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Showcase
from a remarkable field of 92
businesses entered in the 2024
Southern Illinois Business
Plan Competition Powered by
Regions Bank.

The top prize of $5,000
went to Rolling Oak Alpaca
Ranch, represented by Mor-
gan Stevenson and Judy Ho-
epker. The ranch is located on
Hall Church Road in Union
County.

E-Wagers and Reese Fulk
claimed the $3,000 second
prize while New Earth Com-
posting with Blayne Harris
and Daniel Moreno took the
third prize of $2,000.

“The large number of
businesses that signed up
to participate in this year’s
competition is a reflection
of the strong interest in en-
trepreneurial growth across
Southern Illinois,” said Lynn
Andersen Lindberg, executive
director of Innovation and
Economic Development and
of the SIU Research Park.

“The competition attracted
a diverse group of partici-
pants, representing a wide
range of industries that includ-
ed jewelry making, delivery
services for students, boxing,
alpaca products, composting,
workforce development for
commercial building inspec-
tors and much more. It’s an
impressive group of entre-
preneurs.”

Organized by SIU’s Office
of Innovation and Economic
Development, the Illinois
Small Business Development
Center at SIU the SIU Foun-
dation and Regions Bank,
the competition was created
to support the launch of new
businesses or the expansion
of existing businesses within
the region.

Organizers say the goal
was to equip participants with
the tools and confidence they
need to move their businesses
forward as they completed
investor-ready business plans
and strategically positioned
themselves for future growth.

Throughout the fall, contes-
tants participated in numerous
workshops about planning,
finances and attracting inves-
tors.

Business professionals and
community experts from the
region served as judges for
the event.

Four local competitions
were held throughout the re-
gion with top prizes of $1,000
and second place awards of
$500.

The winners advanced to
the regional competition, held
Dec. 5 at the Dunn-Richmond
Economic Development Cen-
ter.

In addition to the cash
awards, regional winners also
received in-kind prizes. The
first-place winner received
$2,000 in marketing services
from the Arthur Agency, six
hours of legal assistance from
the Legal Advocacy Head-
quarters, a professionally pro-
duced promotional video from

Support for Anna Honor
Wreaths program noted

Support for this year’s
Honor Wreaths for Veterans
program was noted at last
week’s regular meeting of the
Anna City Council.

The meeting was Tuesday
evening, Dec. 17, at Anna
City Hall.

The Honors Wreaths for
Veterans program serves as
a tribute to all of the veterans
who are buried at the Anna
City Cemetery.

During discussion at the
council meeting, it was noted
that Honor Wreaths have been
placed at all of the graves
of veterans at the Anna City
Cemetery for five years in a
row.

City council member Mar-
tha Ann Webb helps to spear-
head the Honor Wreaths pro-
gram. She thanked all of those
who helped with this program.

Council member Michael
Bigler joined in thanking
Webb for the work she does
on the program.

One of the items on the

consent agenda for the Dec.
17 city council meeting was
the authorization of a $1,700
donation for Wreaths Across
America. The donation is in
support of next year’s Honor
Wreaths program.

Sponsorships Accepted
for 2025

From now through Jan. 17,
2025, each wreath sponsored
through the city’s sponsor-
ship group, Honor Wreaths
For Veterans, will get another
wreath sponsored for the Anna
City Cemetery.

Wreaths are $17. The city’s
goal is to once place a wreath
at the graves of all of the vet-
erans at Anna’s cemetery.

Donations can be made by
check, made out to Honor
Wreaths For Veterans, and
brought to Anna City Hall,
Attn: Martha Ann Webb.

Donations can also be made
at www.wreathsacrossamer-
ica.org/ILOOG6IP. Choose
the cemetery you want your
wreath to go to.
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First prize winners recognized

Michael Jessup, far left, interim director of the lllinois Small Business Development
Center at SIU, and Matt Harmon, far right, assistant vice president and Carbondale
Regions Bank manager, recognized Morgan Stevenson (second from left) and Judy
Hoepker of Rolling Oak Alpaca Ranch as the first prize winners in the recent Southern
lllinois 2024 Business Plan Competition Powered by Regions Bank. Photo provided/

news.siu.edu.
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Brand Advocacy and $250
in services from Wildflower
Wellness.

Second place won four
hours of legal assistance and
$150 in wellness services
while third claimed two hours
of legal assistance and $100 in
wellness services.

Competition sponsors in-
cluded Regions Bank, Arthur
Agency, Brand Advocacy
Group, Carbondale Chamber
of Commerce, First South-
ern Bank, Legal Advocacy
Headquarters, Legence Bank,

Melzer-Reinhart Country Fi-
nancial, Southern Illinois Now
and Wildflower Wellness.

The Innovation and Entre-
preneurship Showcase also
featured:

Recognition of the area
businesses that recently
completed and graduated
from the comprehensive 10-
week Launch That Business
“fast-track” training program
through the Illinois Small
Business Development Cen-
ter.

The announcement of this

year’s graduates of the Car-
bondale Accelerator Program.

Acknowledgement of peo-
ple affiliated with STU who
have received patents for their
inventions or processes during
the past year.

Expressing appreciation
to some of the university’s
faculty and staff who con-
tributed to the success of the
big 2024 Total Solar Eclipse
celebration.

A presentation recognizing
SIU’s Illinois SBDC as the
winner of 2024 [llinois SBDC
of the Year honors.

Caring project for veterans

Fourth grade students at Cobden Elementary School recently completed their
annual caring project to benefit residents of the lllinois Veterans Home in Anna. The
students and their families donated money to purchase socks and they also made
handmade Christmas cards for each of the veterans. Photo provided.
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Message of gratitude

(continued from page 1)

to the high quality of life here.
Oh, and the leaf removal pro-
gram is so appreciated!

The City Council’s efforts
to establish and uphold a stan-
dard of living that makes Anna
a special place to call home
are deeply appreciated. Your
commitment to thoughtful
planning, community engage-
ment, and resource allocation
has created an environment
where newcomers like us feel
that more than living here,
we can thrive here! We un-
derstand the countless hours
and dedication that go into
managing a city, and we are
so grateful for everything you
do to make Anna a wonderful
place to call home.

News Notes

In closing, we want to thank
you, the members of the City
Council, for your leadership
and vision. Becoming part of
this community has been a
joy, and we look forward to
contributing to its continued
growth and success in the
years to come. Please know
that your hard work and dedi-
cation do not go unnoticed,
they make a difference every
day in the lives of residents
like us.

With sincere appreciation,
Jim and Rebekah Bardwell

After hearing the letter from
the Bardwells, Mayor Steve
Hartline voiced his thanks,
noting that the kind words
meant a lot.

(continued from page 1)
Haley Bode, representing
the Illinois Agriculture in the
Classroom program, recently
visited Southern 7 Head Start
in Jonesboro.
skoskok
Wind gusts of up to 29
miles per hour combined with
a temperature of 33 to create
a wind chill of 23 degrees
last Friday morning in Union
County. Winter, of course, is
now “officially” underway.
skoskok
Just ahead of a winter break,
Shawnee Community College
president Dr. Tim Taylor and
his wife, Missy, hosted fellow-
ship with faculty and staff that
featured coffee and cheese-
cake bits from Schoolhouse
Cheesecakes in Anna.
skskok
A holiday season break
is underway at all Shawnee
Community College cam-
puses, which are closed un-
til Wednesday, Jan. 1. The
college’s spring semester is

scheduled to begin Jan. 13.
sksksk
Medical assisting classes
are scheduled to begin Jan.
13 at Shawnee Community
College’s Union County Ex-
tension Center in Anna.
sksksk
Shawnee Community Col-
lege physics instructor Dr.
Robinson Karunanithy has
earned a PhD in physics from
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale.
sksksk
In early December, Shaw-
nee Community College’s
main campus near Ullin host-
ed the University of Illinois
4-H Extension Teen Leader
Training Program. Eighth
through 12th grade students
from around the region got
hands-on experiences and will
take what they learned into
the classroom to share with
younger students. This group
worked with SCC biology
instructor Lori Armstrong on
experiments.

Agriculture disaster
declaration issued for
Union, Alexander counties

U.S. Department ofAg-
riculture, USDA, Secretary
Thomas J. Vilsack has issued
a disaster declaration for Al-
exander and Union counties
in Southern Illinois due to
damages and losses caused
by excessive rainfall and high
winds that resulted from Hur-
ricane Helene on Sept. 28-29.

The two counties are con-
tiguous to the primary desig-
nation counties in Missouri
and are eligible for the same
assistance.

“A USDA disaster designa-
tion makes emergency loans
and other disaster recovery
support available to Illinois
farmers impacted by the ex-
treme weather,” said Jerry
Costello II, director of the

Illinois Department of Agri-
culture, in a news release.

“Emergency loan applica-
tions must be received within
eight months from the date
of the declaration. The clock
starts ticking when the des-
ignation is made, so do not
delay if you have storm dam-
age in Alexander or Union
Counties.”

The USDA’s Farm Service
Agency, FSA, considers each
emergency loan application
on its own merits, factoring in
the extent of production losses
on the farm and the ability of
the operator to repay.

Illinois producers in af-
fected counties are advised
to contact their local USDA
Service Center to ask ques-
tions or file a Notice of Loss.

Shawnee Hills Arts Council receives grant
to conduct structural engineering study

Landmarks Illinois has an-
nounced $34,000 in grant
funding to people who are
saving places in communities
across the state, including in
Union Coounty.

Funding will support peo-
ple working on preservation
projects in Anna, Chicago,
Gibson City, Hometown,
McLean, Mendon, Princeton
and Rockford

A 19th-century opera hall,
an iconic Route 66 attraction
and a nationally-recognized
round barn are among the
historic places Landmarks
Illinois is helping people
preserve through the grant
funding.

Landmarks Illinois has
awarded the $34,000 to nine
preservation projects across
the state through its Preser-
vation Heritage Fund and
the Barbara C. and Thomas
E. Donnelley II Preservation
Fund for Illinois grant pro-
grams.

Barbara C. and Thomas
E. Donnelley Preservation
Fund Grants

Two grants totaling $5,000
were awarded recently through
the Barbara C. and Thomas E.
Donnelley Preservation Fund.

The Barbara C. and Thomas
E. Donnelley II Preservation
Fund for Illinois provides
monetary assistance to pre-
serve or protect significant
structures and sites in the state
that are under threat of demo-
lition, in imminent deteriora-
tion, in need of stabilization,
in need of structural or reuse
evaluation or need to be evalu-
ated for landmark eligibility.

Shawnee Hills Arts Council
in Anna will receive $2,500 to
conduct a structural engineer-
ing study of Anna’s original
city hall building. The build-
ing is now used by the Arts
Council to host community
programming.

Alt Space Chicago in Chi-
cago will receive $2,500 to
support design sessions for
the adaptive reuse of the
100-year-old former Austin
Bank Building.

Landmarks Illinois’ Pres-
ervation Heritage Fund
Grants

Landmarks Illinois’ Preser-
vation Heritage Fund grants
provide monetary assistance
to significant structures or
sites in the state that are under
threat of demolition, in im-
minent deterioration, in need
of stabilization, in need of
structural or reuse evaluation
or need to be evaluated for
landmark eligibility.

Actotal of $29,000 in match-
ing grants has been awarded
to seven Illinois preservation
efforts in this latest round of
grant funding. Grant recipi-
ents include:

Eugene S. Pike House
Foundation, Chicago: $5,000
to make roof repairs on the
historic Eugene S. Pike House,
an architecturally significant
former Forest Preserve resi-
dence named to Landmarks
Illinois” 2022 “Most Endan-
gered” list.

Gibson City Restoration
Association, Gibson City:
$4.,000 for masonry repairs to
the historic Burwell Building,
built in 1883 as an opera hall
and is now being restored to
spark economic development
in the city’s commercial cor-
ridor.

Hometown Christian
Church, Hometown: $5,000
to make roof repairs to the
mid-century modern church
established in 1953 that has
continued to be a cornerstone
in the community for more
than seven decades.

CORE of McLean,McLean:
$5,000 for power washing,
base painting and other res-
toration work at the McLean
Water Tower, a now decom-
missioned water tower built in
1935 that CORE is preserving
to create a Route 66 landmark
the community and visitors
can enjoy and visit to learn
about local history.

Adams County Olde Tyme
Association, Mendon: $5,000
to replace the roof on the
Lewis Round Barn, an intri-
cately engineered large barn
completed in 1914 that is
listed in the National Register
of Historic Places.

Bureau County Historical
Center & Society, Princeton:
$3,500 for renovation and
adaptive reuse of the Sash
Stalter Matson Building, a
historic former library that
opened in 1913 and is now
being converted into a county
history and learning center.

Ethnic Heritage Museum,
Rockford: $1,500 to restore
the porch on the Graham-
Ginestra House, a National
Register-listed home built in
1850 that is part of Rockford’s
Heritage Museum Park.

More About Grant Fund-
ing

Landmarks Illinois grants
are given on a matching ba-
sis, requiring the recipient to
raise funds equal or greater to
the Landmarks Illinois grant
amount.

Landmarks Illinois grant

i

Formercity haI building

The former Anna City Hall building on West Davie
Street is now the home of the Shawnee Hills Arts

Council.

funding is used toward pre-
serving historic and signifi-
cant places in communities
throughout the state.

Often, these small grants
help spark community en-
gagement around the pres-
ervation of a place and help
boost local fund-raising ef-
forts for the preservation
project.

About Landmarks Illinois

Landmarks Illinois is a
membership-based, historic
preservation nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to preserving,
protecting and promoting the
places people across the state
value.

Landmarks Illinois advo-
cates for the sustainable reuse
of historic resources, provide
expertise and free resources
on preservation and work to
ensure that historic places re-
main a vital part of the state’s
communities.

Raise the Roof Campaign

In the fall, Shawnee Hills
Arts Council, SHAC, an-
nounced that it was conduct-
ing a Raise the Roof campaign
to help support critical facility
improvements.

SHAC owns three connect-
ed buildings in the downtown
Anna area.

The buildings include one
located at 117 W. Davie St.
which is used for drama pro-
ductions, one at 123 W. Davie
St. which is used as an exhibit
hall in front and a set building
and workshop area in back
and one at 125 W. Davie St.,
the former Anna City Hall,
which is used for offices,
classrooms, library, storage, a
dance studio and future artists’
studios.

SHAC strives to restore the
buildings and keep each one
safe for people to enjoy the

various programs offered.

In June of this year, the cen-
ter building roof was leaking
and in need of replacement.

The roof was subsequent-
ly replaced at the cost of
$110,087 in July and was paid
within the month with grant
funds, community support,
various events and donations.

The next building needing
repairs is the former city hall,
which was built in 1894.

The Raise the Roof cam-
paign’s goal is to save the
former city hall building. The
goal is to raise $140,000 to
repair the structure damage to
the front of the building and
replace the roof. Applications
for various grants are being
submitted and various events
are being planned in support
of the campaign.

In 1894, the city hall housed
the police station, the fire sta-
tion, jail, public school office
and court room. In the 1950s,
the University of Illinois, 4-H
Center and Civil Defense had
offices on the second floor.

In 2003, Anna City Hall
moved to a new facility on
Market Street. The former
city hall stood vacant for five
years. In 2008, the City of
Anna sold the buildings to
the Anna Arts Center (now
known as the Shawnee Hills
Arts Council) for $10.

SHAC welcomes the sup-
port of all for the campaign by
attending various upcoming
events. Donations also are
accepted.

For more information, con-
tact Lee Hackney with the
Shawnee Hills Arts Council
by calling 904-625-1109 or
email:vabchlee@gmail .com.

WOW Van Clinic to visit county courthouse

An upcoming visit of the
Wellness on Wheels, WOW,
Van Clinic was highlighted
at a recent regular meeting of
the Union County Board of
Commissioners.

The commissioners met
Friday morning, Dec. 13, at
the Union County Courthouse
in Jonesboro.

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment has announced its Janu-
ary schedule of Wellness
on Wheels Van Clinics for
Southern Illinois.

One of WOW visits is
scheduled Jan. 8 at the court-
house in Jonesboro. Hours
are scheduled frm 9:30 a.m.
to noon and from 1 p.m. to
3:30 p.m.

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment community outreach
coordinator/public informa-
tion officer Shawnna Rhine
attended Friday morning’s
county board meeting.

Rhine shared information
about the services offered
at the WOW Van Clinics. A
number of the health care ser-
vices are free. She encourages
community members to make
plans to visit the clinic.

Home test kits for colon
cancer screening are among
the services offered at the
clinics. County commissioner
Darryl Harvell encouraged

everyone to take advantage of
the screening.

The health department also
notes that it’s not too late to
get a seasonal flu shot. The
immunizations are available
at the WOW Van Clinics.
Flu shots also are available
at Southern 7’s public health
clinics in the region. One of
the clinics is located in Anna.

Free services available at
the WOW Van Clinics in-
clude NARCAN training,
blood pressure check, home
colorectal cancer tests (FIT),
medication disposal packets,
COVID test kits and condom:s.

Charged services available
include blood lead, hemoglo-
bin and cholesterol screen-
ings, STD tests (including
chlamydia, gonorrhea, and
syphilis), HIV, pregnancy and
TB skin tests, TD/Tdap shots
for adults, well water tests
and hereditary genetic cancer
testing.

Charged services, exclud-
ing a well water test, require
a health insurance card.

All services, both free and
charged, will be offered while
available on day of service.

Flu shots will be provided
to patients based on vaccine
availability the day of the
clinic and while supplies last.
Health insurance cards are
required.

Those requesting a COVID

booster are advised to contact
their local Southern 7 public
health clinic for details.

Through a grant funded
by the Illinois Department of
Public Health, IDPH, South-
ern 7 Health Department
provides many healthcare
services through the IDPH
WOW Van Clinics.

The WOW Van rotates
throughout high, health-risk
communities each Wednesday
in the lower seven counties in
Illinois.

The WOW Van, a multi-
disciplinary mobile unit, is
available to Southern 7 Health
Department through a partner-
ship with IDPH to provide
health screenings and other
services.

IDPH partners with health
agencies and hospitals to
provide staff and services on
the WOW Van at sites where
people can come for medical
services.

No appointment is needed
for services. Walk-ins are wel-
come. Clinic dates, times and
available services are subject
to change without notice.

More information about
WOW Van Clinics services,
upcoming dates,and how to
become a sponsoring location
are available by contacting
Sharyl Betts at 618-634-2297,
extension, 970154, or by visit
ing Southern 7 on Facebook,
Instagram, X, through the
Southern 7 app and at www.
southern7.org.

Shawnee
College’s
food drive
successful

A food drive conducted
during the fall by Shawnee
Community College was a
big success.

The food drive was held as
part of a contest created by the
[llinois Community College
Board. The contest was open
to the 48 community colleges

in Illinois.

Shawnee Community Col-
lege placed fifth overall in the
contest. The college collected
2,346 items.

All of the items which were
collected went to Bernie’s
Place. Bernie’s Place is a food
pantry on Shawnee’s main
campus near Ullin at the col-
lege’s extension centers in the
region. One of the extension
centers is in Anna.

On social media, the college
voiced appreciation for the
generosity which was shown
in support of the food drive.
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Rusty's Home Center awards winners of essay contest

For years, Rusty’s Home
Center in Anna has held
annual essay contest for
students in Union County
schools on the subject of
"What Christmas Means to
Me."

One winner is chosen from
each school, with each win-
ning student receiving a gi-
ant stocking filled with toys.

The winners of the 2024
entries follow:

Leighton Ellet
Shawnee

Christmas means so much
to me. It is about family
time, celebrating religion,
and tradition. Christmas is
about spending time with
my family. There is nothing
better than laughing next to
the tree. I also love celebrat-
ing religion. We talk about
Jesus and the meaning of
Christmas. The last thing
Christmas means to me is
tradition. One tradition is
when I go to my aunt’s or
when I go to my mawmaw’s
I would have family time and
open presents. Those are all
the meaningful things about
Christmas!

Paisley Keene
Jonesboro

Hello people! It’s almost
Christmas again, and I wan-
na say what Christmas means
to me!

Christmas means Santa
is coming. I set up traps the
night before he comes. I
pour salt/sugar in front of the
door. Next I put my phone or
tablet in a hidden spot but the
camera can still see.

Christmas means that I
get to drink hot chocolate.
Sometimes I stir a pepper-
mint candy cane in the hot
chocolate, or sometimes I
drink it the way it is.

Christmas means that I get
to make gingerbread houses!

I grab the gingerbread house
kit. Then I start holding up
the front and walls, and when
I’'m done with that I start
decorating it.

And that’s what Christmas
means to me. That’s the end.
Merry Christmas!

Walker Shilling
Cobden

Christmas is a very special
time of year. My favorite
things about Christmas are
Santa, giving to others and
spending time with my fam-
ily.

Spending time with my
family on Christmas is one
of my favorite things about
Christmas. I love to watch
movies with my family on
the couch. I love to play
games with my family. I love
to make cookies in the kitch-
en. I just love my family.

Another thing I love about
Christmas is Santa. He cares
about everybody. In the night
you can hear his bells and
reindeer on the roof. He is
very nice. I love Santa.

The last thing I love about
the best time of the year is
giving to others. It makes
me feel good when I give.
Giving to others is one of the
best things about Christmas.
I'love giving to others. I love
Christmas.

Brooklyn Shipley
Lick Creek

Ok so this is what Christ-
mas means to me. To me
Christmas means Jesus, giv-
ing, and family. So what does
Christmas mean to you? Let
me start by telling you what
Jesus means to me in the
next paragraph. So let's get
started.

Christmas is all about Je-
sus to me. We all sing happy
birthday to Jesus. We all give
Him a present. The present
is love. My whole family

Anna winner
Anna School essay

winner Scout Cullers

pictured with her prize.

e

Dongola winner
Dongola School essay

winner Ryker Lingle

pictured with her prize.
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believes in Jesus. We all go
to a Special Church service
where we all sing songs
about Him.

So I love giving presents
to my family. I really want
them to open mine first be-
cause I like giving pres-
ents to them. I yell, "OPEN
MINE NOW!" So they all
laugh. I like to open theirs
too, but I like giving more
than receiving.

Yay! I love my family
so much. It doesn't matter
what's under the tree. It
matters what is around the
tree. They are loving, kind,
and caring. We all love each
other. So we will be one
happy family. We all eat a
yummy meal on Christmas.
We all spend time together.
We all share hugs and love.

That is it. So look at the next
paragraph.

So how did you like my
stories? I hope you did be-
cause I love everything about
Christmas. These are my
top three reasons for what
Christmas means to me. Now
don't get me wrong... I love
Santa Claus, opening pres-
ents, and all the joy that the
holiday season brings. But
let's remember, Jesus is the
reason for the season.

The End.

Scout Cullers
Anna
What Christmas means
to me is friends and family.
Christmas isn’t about gifts.
It means to me spending
time with people I love. I
know some kids’ families

Essay winners
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Rusty’s Home Center presented the winners of the
2024 “What Christmas Means to Me” essay contest
with their prize: a giant stocking filled with toys for
Christmas. Pictured with one of the prizes are, clockwise
from the top Leighton Ellet from Shawnee School,
Brooklyn Shipley from Lick Creek School, Walker
Shilling from Cobden School and Paisley Keen from

Jonesboro School.

can’t afford gifts. So I am
very thankful we can afford
gifts. I love to spend the
magical day with my family
and friends. I love to receive
and to give, and we can’t
forget Jesus’s birthday. I
love to put up the Christmas
tree and decorate it. I love
to wrap gives and put them
under the Christmas tree and

shop for people. Sometimes
I can’t go shopping because
my mom and dad and my
brother go shopping for me
and sometimes other can’t
go but my grandma watches
me when I can’t go. I love
Christmas so so much. I love
to watch Christmas movies
with my family. That is what
Christmas means to me.

Consumers urged to watch for vehicles damaged in hurricanes

The Illinois attorney gen-
eral is warning consumers, in
the wake of major flooding
caused by hurricanes Helene
and Milton, to be on the
lookout for flood-damaged
vehicles that soon may be
entering the used car market.

Preliminary industry es-
timates indicate the hurri-
canes flooded thousands of
vehicles in Florida, Georgia,
North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee and Virginia.
That damage included new
and used vehicles on dealer-
ship lots, as well as cars and
trucks owned by individuals

and companies.

“Thousands of flood-dam-
aged vehicles due to hur-
ricanes Helene and Milton
could potentially arrive for
sale across Illinois. Flooded
cars are often shipped to
places hundreds of miles
from areas hit by storms and
may be dangerous to drive or
pose health risks,” Illinois
Attorney General Kwame
Raoul said in a news release.

“I urge consumers to only
buy from a seller they trust
and to not rush into a sale
because it seems like a good
deal.”

1)

The Lord’s Supper is a time in which we eat a small piece of
unleavened bread and sip a small cup of grape juice. However,
it is often carelessly observed, easily abused, and viewed as no
more than a repetitive exercise. The Lord’s Supper should be a
time of worship, time of fellowship, and time of service.
Why is it called “The Lord’s Supper”? Simply put, the Lord’s
Supper is a memorial feast which honors our Lord, Jesus
Christ. This memorial is a reminder that the Son of God
became flesh and blood; He suffered and was crucified on the
cross of Calvary. The two elements (unleavened bread and
grape juice) are symbolic emblems to help us in this remem-
brance Matthew 26:26-28. The Lord’s Supper reminds us of
Jesus’ presence with us; we must meditate on Jesus, the bread
of life (John 6:51). This memorial is also a time of fellowship
with other Christians. As Christians, we declare our unity
based upon Christ as the head of the body. Early on, the
Lord’s Supper was often called “breaking of the bread” I Cor-
inthians 10:16 Acts 2:42, Acts 20:7. It belongs to the Lord; it
is by His authority.

How should we partake? God expect those partaking to be
reverent. In 1 Corinthians 11:27, we find the phrase, “worthy
manner.” In all honesty, no one is worthy to partake of the
Lord’s Supper, but that the phrase describes how one partakes,
not who partakes. Secondly, God expects those who partake to
be respectful. We must remember the price Christ’s torture,
humiliation, anguish, death cost, 1 Peter 1:17-21. Failure to
show reverence brings condemnation, and we become “guilty
of body and blood” of Lord. But it can only mean something
to those who are able to partake. Acts 20:7 finds the disciples
of Jesus observing the Lord’s Supper, Acts 2:41-43. Only
those in the “one body” were and are today worthy to partake
\Of the Lord’s Supper on the first day of the week, and that is
CJ the precedent for today. Have you followed God’s word? 9

Ryan Thornsberry,
Anna Church of Christ

1)

Raoul said while most
automobile dealers are le-
gitimate, there are some
dishonest businesses and
individuals who may try
to sell flood-damaged cars
without revealing a vehicle’s
true history.

Bad actors may be further
motivated to sell flood-dam-
aged cars due to the nation-
wide shortage of new and
used vehicles for sale, he
said.

Scammers put flooded
vehicles through a cleaning
process that can make it
difficult to initially tell that
the car has been damaged
by water.

Raoul also warned used-
car buyers to be cautious of
scammers who “title wash”
a flood-damaged vehicle to
conceal the vehicle’s his-
tory of damage by moving
the vehicle and title through
several states.

Raoul recommends con-
sumers exercise caution in
coming months, especially if
cars are purchased from on-
line auction sites, individuals
or second-tier used car lots.

To avoid purchasing a

Follow us on
Facebook

Facebook.com/
GazetteDemocrat

Instagram
@GazetteDemocrat
or online at

annanews.com

flood-damaged car, Raoul
encourages buyers to consid-
er the following tips:

Before you buy any used
car, have it inspected by a
mechanic you trust.

Buy only from reputable
dealers or individuals and
be sure to get a written title
guarantee from the seller.

Avoid purchasing a vehi-
cle sight unseen, especially
from a seller through an
online marketplace or social
media.

Ask the seller whether the
car has been damaged by
water or anything else and
have them put the answer in
writing.

Check for damp or musty
odors inside the vehicle and
in the trunk.

Check for signs of rust and
mud in the trunk, glove box
and beneath the seats and
dashboard. Look for rusty
brackets under the seats or
on the carpet. Also, look
for discolored upholstery or

carpet that fits poorly or does
not match exactly.

Check under the hood;
look for a water line that was
marked by mud or silt.

Check for signs of water or
silt in the gas compartment
and the vehicle’s fuse box.

Make sure all gauges are
in working condition.

Test everything: lights,
windshield wipers, turn sig-
nals and radio.

Check heater and air con-
ditioner several times; look
in the vents for signs of water
or mud.

Ask to see the title of
the car. Check the date and
place of transfer to see if the
vehicle might have come
from a state that recently ex-
perienced flooding. Keep in
mind that the title will only
indicate flood damage if the
insurance company declared
the car to have been totaled.

Request a vehicle history
report from the dealer. A ve-
hicle history report may re-

veal that a vehicle’s title has
been branded as salvaged or
flooded. If a dealer does not
have access to a title history
report or refuses to provide a
title history report, consum-
ers should obtain this infor-
mation on their own before
purchasing a vehicle. Buyers
can use an automobile’s Ve-
hicle Identification Number
(VIN) to obtain a vehicle
history report for a nominal
fee from sources such as the
National Motor Vehicle Title
Information System, Carfax
or Auto Check.

Raoul encourages those
who believe they have been
the victim of fraud to file a
complaint on the attorney
general’s website at illinoi-
sattorneygeneral.gov or to
call one of the attorney gen-
eral’s Consumer Fraud Ho-
tlines. One of the hotlines is
for an office in Carbondale:
1-800-243-0607. A Spanish
language hotline is available
at 1-866-310-8398.

Basking in December sunshine

A turtle was seen basking in the sunshine on Thursday afternoon, Dec. 19, at the
Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro. At the time, the temperature was in
the upper 40s and a cold wind was blowing.
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Cobden Elementary School honors readers
Cobden Elementary School has recognized students who reached their goals in
November for the schoolwide Accelerated Reading program. Students are required
to read books and take comprehension tests on the computer to achieve their points.

25 Point Club: in the first row are Angel Palmerin, Tadeo Nava, Evvy Pearson and
Troy Williams. In the second row are Maddox Gibson, Crystal Amezquita, Kenna

Haynes and Wyatt Schilling.

{EISTRE CLUB

50 Point Club: Claire Flamm and Macy Adamitis.

Southern 7 reports distribution
of more than 600 gun locks

In June, Southern 7 Health
Department joined with the
Illinois Department of Public
Health, IDPH, in an effort
to promote community gun
safety and prevent accidental
injuries in the state by provid-
ing free gun locks to residents
who request them.

Southern 7 reported that
as of Sept. 30, approximately
1,750 individuals had been
reached and more than 600
gun locks distributed. The
initiative is slated to continue
through June 2025.

It has been just over a year
since IDPH provided more
than 100,000 free gun locks in

Gnome Roam underway at

Winter’s arrival means it’s
time for the second annual
Gnome Roam at Giant City
State Park near Makanda.

The Gnome Roam started
in December and continues
in January.

On each of the park’s sev-
en trails (excluding the Red
Cedar Backpacking Trail),
there is one winter hiking
gnome just waiting to be
discovered.

Each gnome is holding a
different item recommended
for a winter hike.

Park officials shared the
following directions for the
Gnome Roam:

*Record all seven gnomes
by taking a photograph of
you and the gnome.

*Gnomes will be located
along the designated trails.

*Bring your proof into the
Giant City Visitors Center
for a free Giant City Gnome
Roam patch.

For more information
please call the Giant City
State Park Visitors Center at
618-457-4836.

More Letters to Santa!

Jonesboro
Grade School

Kindergarten

)

Mrs. Ramsey's

Dear Santa,

I want a Disney Junior
Minnie Bowtique Shopping
cart, a Squishmallows 6"
Bingo Hugmees Plush,
and a Two n’ One Kitchen
Cafée. 1 like playing with
my Daddy. Me and my
Daddy would like to play
on a tablet. Thank you!

Bailee Akin

Dear Santa,

I want a 2-in-1 Flip-Out
Chair, a Squishimallows 6"
Bluey Hugmees Plush, and
a 6V LED Glowing Bumper
Car. Nanny wants a dog, a
little dog, and Papa wants
a little baby boy to play
with Caroline. Caroline
would like some baby toys.
Thank you!

Parker Busby

Dear Santa,

I want a Hex Bots RC
Wall Crawler Gecko, a 6V
LED Glowing Bumper Car,
and a 12V Huffy McLaren
Formula 1 Ride-On. Mom
wants a car, my Dad wants
a four-wheeler, Izzy wants
a new bed, and my baby
sister wants baby toys. I
love you and I like you!

Henry Crowell

Dear Santa,

I want a Contixo SC3
Flip Racer RC Super-
Fast Stunt Car, a X-Shot
Insanity Manic, and a 12V
Huffy McLaren Formula 1
Ride-On. My Mom wants
a truck, a real truck. She
only has a car. My Dad
wants a truck, too. Like,
a black truck thats, like,
high. Thank you!

Dylan Dodson

the community.

problems needing attention.

unquestioned.

What Is The Value
Of A

Community Newspaper?

What is the value of a community newspaper? What does it bring
to that community that no other institution can provide?

The local newspaper is a basic institution in any community, like
the post office, the schools and the churches.

The local community newspaper, whether it be a 2,000
circulation weekly or a 50,000 circulation daily, serves to keep
people connected to their community, by telling them what's
happening with their neighbors, as well as the institution serving

The publication of obituaries, birth announcements, weddings
and other significant events in our lives remind us of poet John
Donne's words, "no man is an island."

Community newspapers alert members of the community to

The community newspaper facilitates the exchange of ideas and
opinions through its editorial page and letters to the editor.

There are so many things of value community newspapers
provide: the recording of local history and helping to maintain
a healthy local economy through effective advertising for local
businesses are just a few areas of value.

The community newspaper's value to its community is

a publication of the National Newspaper Association

THE GAZETTE-DEMOCRAT
The Talk And Cobden Review
Serving The Union County Area Since 1849

— from Publishers Auxiliary,

Dear Santa,

I want a Gabby's
Celebration Dollhouse, and
Cat-Tastic Transforming
Ginny and Bitsy Figures.
My Mommy would like
a new computer ‘cause
her other one is dusty,
my Daddy wants Barbies
so we can play together,
my sister wants clothes,
and my brother wants
cars. I am happy ‘cause
my Mommy gives me
Lunchables. Thank you!

Drakelynn Glodo

Dear Santa,

I want a Best Choice
Products Wooden Kitchen
Playset, a 20" Kent 2 Cool
BMX Bike, and a Splash
and Glow Doll, and Cat-
Tastic Transforming Ginny
and Bitsy Figures. My
Mom would like a toolbox
so she can fix stuff, like
our bar that you can
swing on. My Dad would
like a toolbox because he
doesnt have a toolbox. He
needs it to fix his grill.
Bryn and Leighton want
skateboards. They would
ride them at the skating
park. Santa, my Mom and
my Dad loves me. Thank
youl!

Caroline Heern

Dear Santa,

I want a Giant Military
Copter Playset, a Two n’
One Kitchen Cafe, and a
puzzle. My sister, Jayda,
wants markers with a
book that you can draw
on. My Dad wants some
dominoes and my Mom
would like a new bed.
Santa, I can do a front flip
with no hands! Thank you!

Keagan Mayes

Dear Santa,

I want a Disney Pixar
Cars 1:55 Die-Cast
NASCAR Vehicle, a Heat-
Ray Breath Godzilla RC,
and a 6V LED Glowing
Bumper Car. My Mom
would probably like some
new earrings, like any
earrings, like silver but
not golden. My Daddy
would probably like a
new bed ‘cause he likes
sleeping. My brother
would probably like some
dinosaur toys. My Donna
would like a alien ornament
and Richard would like a
new alien action figure.
Santa, I am a ‘science
person’ because I like
learning about creatures:

land creatures, water
creatures, and the inside
of the body, and space,
and dinosaurs. Thank you
a lot!

Rowan Richbourg

Dear Santa,

I want a Pizza Kit, a
Super Loop Tower HQ,
and a Bluey Play Tent.
My Daddy wants roses
to give to Amber, Amber
wants a ring fo give to
him, my Mommy wants
a ‘Hungry Little Worm’
story so she can read it
to me. Tiffany wants a
paper scarecrow and it
moves, and she wants a
lollipop. Frankie wants a
birdie toy that can talk,
and Legend wants baby
toys. Thank you!

Phoenixx Simmons

Dear Santa,

I want a X-Shot
Insanity Manic, a Chaos
Theory Epic Evolution All-
Out Attack Tyrannosaurus
Rex, and a PicassoTiles 61-
Pc. 3D Magnetic Building
Tiles Set. My Mommy
Mom would LOVE some
milk, Jacelyn would like a
Christmas blanket, Daddy
wants some hunting stuff,
he LOVES to hunt deer. 1
am a good kid because 1
did my homework. Thank
youl!

Ryker Stoffel

Dear Santa,

I want a Make It Harry
Potter Potions, 12” Glinda
and Elphaba dolls, and a
Fun on the Farm Playset.
My Mom would like some
bobby pins or some hair
clips, Dad would like some
new socks, probably like
some normal, gray, and
Reed would like maybe a
little John Deere tractor

toy. I am cool because
I can skip. Thank you,
Santa!

Hallie Sullivan

Dear Santa,

I want a Magic Land
Playset, a Disney Junior
Minnie Bowtique Shopping
Cart, and a Wooden
Mandala Puzzle. My Dad
wants a electric scooter.
He'’s going to use it at the
campsite. My Mom also
wants a electric scooter
to use it around the
house. Santa, I love my
family. Thank you!

Aurora Wheaton

the statewide initiative.

IDPH has partnered with
local health departments and
community groups across
Illinois to make gun locks
available at a variety of pub-
lic events since the program,
“Together for a Safer Illinois,”
was initiated in June 2023.

In partnership with Illinois
State Police and the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs,
IDPH launched the initiative
to prevent access to firearms
by children, those who are
not trained in the safe use of
a weapon or those who might
use the gun to harm them-
selves or others.

The locks include instal-
lation instructions for au-
to-loading pistols, revolvers,
auto-loading and pump-action
shotguns, bolt action rifles,
modern sports rifles and single
action revolvers.

The locks also come with
information about the national

988 suicide and crisis lifeline.
The program, which is open
to all community members,
aims to educate gun own-
ers about the importance of
securely storing firearms to
reduce the risk of accidental
shootings, especially among
children and teenagers.

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, CDC, nearly 4.6 mil-
lion American children live in
homes with unsecured guns,
which can lead to tragic and
avoidable incidents.

By offering resources, work-
shops and free gun locks, the
initiative seeks to encourage
responsible ownership and
enhance overall public safety.

For more information about
the “Together for a Safer
Illinois™ initiative, or to re-
quest a free gun lock, contact
Southern 7 Health Department
at 618-634-2297, extension
970132.

County Line News

(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)

Nearly Like Spring

This last week, including
the first official day of winter,
we’ve dealt with horrible fog,
thick frost, spitting snow, rain
and bright sunshine. It’s near-
ly like spring.

Keep those umbrellas close,
too, for we’re in for another
week of rain coming up and
a warm-up into the 60s for a
couple of those days.

See, even the future forecast
sounds like spring. Keep those
good days close, they certain-
ly won’t last.

Anniversary Trip

Junior and Lula Belle Tripp
spent the week of their anni-
versary on a small trip with
their daughter Cookie Good-
win and her husband, Don. It’s
a yearly thing and they had a

Union
County

[d L4 ,
Fixin’s
By Suzan Harvel
Oven Fried
Parmesan Chicken
By Ruth Spears,
Eureka Springs, Ark.

1 cup grated Parmesan
cheese

1/2 cup flour

2 teaspoons paprika

1 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon black pepper

1 chicken, cut up (approxi-
mately 3 to 4 pounds)

2 eggs, slightly beaten

2 tablespoons milk

1/2 cup butter, melted

Combine cheese, flour and
seasonings. In separate bowl,
mix eggs and milk.

Dip chicken into egg mix-
ture; then coat with cheese
mixture.

Place in sprayed baking
dish; pour butter over chicken.
Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour
or until tender.

By Suzan Harvel

wonderful time.

Their eldest daughter, Bar-
bara Layman, is doing better
after her surgery and we were
pleased to see her and her hus-
band, Bob, in church Sunday.
We’ll be praying that Cookie,
who is looking at surgery
soon, does wonderfully, as
well.

The Tripps also had a praise
report at Sunday services that
their granddaughter had been
saved and baptized and they
were able to see it via live
streaming. That’s certainly
cause for celebration.

Christmas, New Year

I’m hoping all of you had a
joyous Christmas and that you
participate in a safe and won-
derful New Year’s celebration.

Some folks are in mourning
and it’s a rough time, especial-
ly at Christmas. My paternal
grandmother died on Christ-
mas Eve back in 1982. It’s
something that stays with you.

Prayer List

Please be in prayer for
those families who have lost
loved ones this month, and
especially in the last few
days: Lee Wilson, Michael
Newton, Sandy Wheaton,
Vickie Arnold, Roger Acuff
and Barbara Duckworth are
among those I know of.

Others that we have on our
newest prayer list for health
issues are Karen Sadler, Des-
mond Bates, Dawn Rider and
Sue Starr. Cassie Cobb is also
recovering from a traffic inci-
dent that thankfully only left
her bruised.

Traveling

Shirley Harvel is traveling
about up north and part of her
family took her with them to
St. Charles, Mo., to see the
lights and shops up there. It
was chilly, but beautiful, from
the looks of the photos sent.

Take care all and Happy
New Year.

e
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4-H supports local food pantry
Appreciation is being voiced to the Union County
4-H program for a donation to the food pantry at Salem
Lutheran Church in Jonesboro. Ricky Borders is shown
with some 1,800 cans of food which he delivered to
the pantry. Food pantry organizers noted that the
donated items help the food pantry to help others in the

community. Photo provided.
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