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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

Reminder: Donations will
be accepted through Dec. 20
for this year’s New Coats,
New Hope Campaign spon-
sored by WIBH Radio in
Anna.

skoskok

Bethany Village and the
Bethany Bazaar closed their
doors in mid-November after
more than 20 years of serving
the community.

skoskok

The PAST organization
of Union County plans to
begin serving holiday season
luncheons on Dec. 5 at its
Heritage House in Jonesboro.

skoskok

December 7 is Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day.

skoskok

An Honor Wreaths for Vet-
erans ceremony is planned at
11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 14, at
the First Baptist Church in
Anna.

skoskok

Volunteers are invited to
come and help place wreaths
at veterans graves following
a Wreaths Across America
ceremony set for 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, Dec. 14, at the Cobden
Cemetery.

skoskok

The Jonesboro Fire Depart-
ment is planning to serve a
pancake breakfast Saturday,
Dec. 7. The breakfast will be
served from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.
at the fire department.

skoskok

An American Red Cross
blood drive is scheduled from
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, today, at Dongola School.

skoskok

Christmas at Kornthal
Church near Jonesboro is set
for 6:30 p.m. Dec. 12 with
special music by the K & I
Drifters.

skoskok

The Anna School District
37 Student Council hosted
a successful food drive. The
drive collected 785 items.

skoskok

The Union County CEO
program is planning to host
a come-and-go “Jingle &
Mingle” event from 7:30 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, Dec.
17, at the Davie School Inn
in Anna.

skoskok

The Cobden High School
girls’ basketball team finished
second at last week’s Meridian
tournament. Cobden players
Dixie Kaufman and Natalie
Franklin earned all-tourna-
ment team honors.

skoskok

Dongola and Shawnee
schools are having holiday
season dress up days in De-
cember.

skoskeok

A holiday season Ugly
Sweater food drive was
planned when the Anna Junior
High School boys’ basket-
ball team hosted Jonesboro
in a “bragging rights” game
played Wednesday night,
Dec. 4.

(continued on page 2)
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High near 28 in forecast for Thursda

December brings snow, cold weather to UIIIOII County

Old Man Winter paid an
early visit to the Union Coun-
ty area during the past week.
He brought along some snow
and bitter cold temperatures.

The first day of winter ar-
rives in a few weeks on Dec.
21.

Light snow fell last Satur-
day in the area. Little accu-
mulation was seen.

Areas to the north of Union
County received heavier snow
on Saturday. The National
Weather Service, NWS, of-
fice in Paducah reported that
a location near Mount Vernon
received 3.2 inches of snow
last weekend. A location near
Benton had 2.7 inches, while
2.3 inches fell near Pinck-

neyville. Du Quoin recorded
2.0 inches of snow.

Another round of snow fell
on Monday. Snow began late
in the morning and continued
into the evening hours in
Union County, covering the
ground in white.

Early Monday morning, the
NWS office in Paducah issued
a special weather statement
for parts of Southeast Mis-
souri, Western Kentucky and
Southern Illinois, including
Union County.

The special weather state-
ment advised that an upper
level disturbance would im-
pact the region on Monday
“with the potential of produc-
ing light snowfall with accu-

mulations of a dusting and up
to an inch possible in isolated
locales.”

Another special weather
statement was issued Monday
evening for parts of the region.

Monday evening’s state-
ment advised that light snow
would exit the area by 8 p.m.

“While most of the accu-
mulation has been confined to
grassy and elevated surfaces,
there have been numerous
reports of slick roads causing
accidents across the region.
With air temperatures below
freezing...the potential for
black ice will continue into
the evening hours. Even once
the snow ends, some scattered

(continued on page 2)

Snow falls Monday in area

Snow was starting to cover a bridge in Cobden early
Monday afternoon. The bridge carries old U.S. Route 51/
North Front Street over railroad tracks below.

Holiday
project
underway
at A-JCHS

A special holiday season
project is underway at Anna-
Jonesboro Community High
School.

The “12 Days of Christ-
mas” project started this week
and will continue through
Dec. 18.

The project is supporting
the Comfort Closet at the
Union County school. The
Comfort Closet provides stu-
dents in need with clothing,
food and hygiene projects.

Everyone is invited to dress
for the holidays while also
bringing an item each day to
donate to the Comfort Closet.

Each day has a theme for
clothing to wear along with a
suggested item to bring.

On Dec. 3, the first day of
the 12 Days, the theme (and
clothing to wear) was “Merry
Merry Morning” (pajamas).
The suggested items to bring
were cereal or Pop-Tarts.

Here’s a look at the rest of
the schedule:

Dec.4.“Candy Cane Lane”
(red and white clothing).
Canned ravioli.

Dec.5.“Holiday Glow Up”
(shiny or bright). Shampoo or
conditioner.

Dec. 6. “Winter Wonder-
land” (blue and white, which
are the school’s colors). In-
stant mashed potatoes.

(continued on page 2)

Union County CEO hosts Skate and Celebrate event

The Union County CEO program welcomed many eager participants to a Skate and Celebrate event which was
held Saturday, Nov. 30, in the downtown Anna area. Skate and Celebrate was one of the many featured activities
and attractions at this year’s Christmas in Downtown Anna and Small Business Saturday celebration on Saturday.
Light snow which fell Saturday afternoon added to the festivities.

AR

Holiday season, Small Business Saturday celebrated in Jonesboro

The young...and young at heart...joined in the celebration of the Christmas holiday season and Small Business
Saturday last Saturday in Jonesboro. Jonesboro City Hall welcomed visitors with activities that included Christmas
Letters to Santa, make and take ornaments, games and a chance to enter to win a Candyland Swag or a centerpiece.

Christmas i

Christmas in the Village is
planned in Cobden on Satur-
day, Dec. 7.

A variety of holiday-themed
activities highlight the event
that will climax with a lights
parade at 5 p.m.

The Old Feed Store at 111
N. Appleknocker will be open
from 9a.m. to 4 p.m. and will

Miniature horses
Noble Staley is showing off his miniature horses
which will be featured at Christmas in the Village in
Cobden on Saturday, Dec. 7. Also in the picture are
Rachel Clutts and Connor Hartline. Photo provided.

in the Village celebration planned in Cobden

feature a holiday craft and
vendor sale. A hospitality
table with refreshments will
be offered. Santa Claus and
Mrs. Claus will be on hand
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Community Park (west
of Cobden High School on
NorthAppleknocker) will
have a variety of activities.

Events include free hot dogs
and s’mores by the Cobden
Lions Club, inflatable games,
a petting zoo and miniature
horses, “The Legend of the
Candy Cane” and “Ginger-
bread Village” exhibits and
other Christmas themed ac-
tivities.

A variety of food vendors
will be located in the down-
town park.

A quilt show is planned at
the First Baptist Church Fam-
ily Life Center at 200 Walker
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
show will feature a variety
of locally made quilts with
unique histories.

The Union County Histori-
cal Society’s Resource Center
at 103 N. Appleknocker (the
former medical clinic) will
have a vintage doll and train
exhibit from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.
The Union County Museum at
117 S. Appleknocker will also
be open.

A craft fair and art show/
sale will be conducted at the
Presbyterian Church at 103
N. Jefferson from 10 a.m. to

4 p.m. There will be a display
and sale of paintings by local
artist and vendors with unique
crafts.

A bazaar featuring holiday
crafts and homemade treats
will be offered at the St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church parish
hall from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. St.
Joseph Church will also serve
a selection of soups for lunch
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. A
“pick your own” raffle also is
planned. Raffle prizes will in-
clude a full quilt by Catherine
Gibbs, a crocheted aghan by
Jean Cash, handcrafted ear-
rings by Marilyn Boysen,
original art work by Paulette
Aronson, a floral photo print
by Paul Cash and $125 in
Lotto tickets by the church’s
Sodality group.

The Christmas Shop for the
Benefit of the Museum, lo-
cated at 117 S. Appleknocker,
will be open from 9 a.m.
to Sp.m. and will feature
decorations, gifts and other
merchandise.

(continued on page 2)

Worklng on dlsplay

Frances Swedlund,
board member of the
Union County Historical
and Genealogy Society,
is working on the display
the society is sponsoring
during Christmas in
the Village in Cobden
on Saturday, Dec. 7.
The display is titled
“Gingerbread Village” and
will be at the walking path
at the Cobden Community
Park. Other Christmas
themed activities are
scheduled for the event.
Photo provided.
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Christmas in the Village

(continued from page 1)

Several shops and restau-
rants will also be open, includ-
ing Cobden Village Shops,
Wine Trail Mercantile, The
Iron Whisk and South Pass
Supper Club.

A lights parade will start at
5 p.m. and circle the down-
town area. Old Route 51
through Cobden will be tem-
porarily closed for the parade.
The parade will feature 200
students in bands from the
Vienna, Century, Metropolis
and Cobden schools.

At the end of the parade
the participating bands will
perform a mini-concert at the
downtown park shelter and the

News Notes

(continued from page 1)
The Shawnee School Dis-
trict 84 Ed Rising program is
planning to have a Christmas
cookie and candy making day
Tuesday afternoon, Dec. 17,
for up to 20 students in grades
6 through 8. The event will be
at the Wolf Lake school.
skoskok
A Scholastic Book Fair is
underway in Shawnee School
District 84.
kskeok
Shawnee Community Col-
lege is planning to present a
“Jingle Jam” band and choir
winter concert at 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 6. The concert will
be in the educational center
on the college’s main campus
near Ullin.
skskok
The Shawnee Community
College Music Club plans
to host Breakfast with Santa
from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday,
Dec. 14, at the college’s main
campus.
skoskok
The winter intersession at
Shawnee Community College
is scheduled to start Monday,
Dec. 16, and end Friday, Jan.
3.

Comfort Closet

(continued from page 1)

Dec. 9. “Don’t Sweat the
Holidays” (athletic gear/
sweatpants). Ramen noodles.

Dec. 10. “Sleigh All Day”
(nicest holiday outfit). Micro-
wave mac and cheese.

Dec. 11.“Jingle Bell Rock”
(dress like a rock star). Gra-
nola bars.

Dec. 12. “Aren’t You Plaid
It’s Christmas?” (plaid). Femi-
nine products.

Dec. 13. “Christmas Movie
Marathon” (Christmas movie
character). Box pasta.

Dec. 16. “Holiday Hair,
Don’t Care” (hat, antlers or
elf ears). Shampoo or condi-
tioner.

Dec. 17.“100 Percent That
Grinch” (green). Deodorant.

Dec. 18. “Sweater Weather”
(ugly Christmas sweater or
shirt). Bring anything listed.

presentation of the Christmas
lights will follow.

For more information, visit
www.cobdenil.com or call
Cobden Village Hall at 618-
893-2425. A schedule of the
events will be available at the
Union County Museum and at
all activities.

Snow, cold

(continued from page 1)
slick spots may remain. Please
use caution if travelling this
evening,slowdown,and leave
extra time to reach your des-
tination,” the weather service
advised.

Temperatures were ex-
pected to dive into the teens
across much of the region by
Tuesday morning. A low of 17
degrees was in the forecast for
Tuesday morning in the Union
County area.

The weather service warned
that lingering moisture may
have resulted in black ice, es-
pecially on bridges and over-
passes. The region’s residents
were advised to use caution
and, if traveling, to allow extra
time to reach their destination
Tuesday morning. Main roads
generally remained clear.

The weather service fore-
cast for the Union County
area was calling for very cold
weather on Thursday, today,
with sunshine and a high only
near 28. The low tonight is
expected to be around 14.

Sunshine and a high near 36
were in the forecast for Friday,
with more sunshine and a high
near 46 on Saturday. High
temperatures in the 50s are
expected Sunday and Monday.

Be sure
to attend
Christmas
in the Village
in Cobden
on Dec. 7.

Union County officials take office

Union County officeholders who were elected in November took their oaths of office Monday morning, Dec.
2. Oaths of office were administered by Resident Circuit Judge and Presiding Judge of Union County Timothy
D. Denny. The oaths were administered at the Union County Courthouse in Jonesboro. From left are county
commissioners Max Miller and Kent Pitts, Judge Denny, Union County State’s Attorney Tyler Tripp and Union
County Coroner Jon Shaffer.

Union County’s new
fiscal year started Dec. 1

Approval of an annual bud-
get and appropriations ordi-
nance and an employment
agreement for a chief deputy
were on the agenda at the most
recent regular meeting of the
Union County Board of Com-
missioners.

The meeting was Friday
morning, Nov. 22, at the
Union County Courthouse in
Jonesboro.

The commissioners ap-
proved a combined annual
budget and appropriations
ordinance for the county’s
new fiscal year, which began
on Dec. 1. The county’s fiscal
year runs through Nov. 30,
2025. The county will have
a balanced budget for FY
2024-2025.

Christmas door
decorating contest
held at A-JCHS

Winners have been rec-
ognized in a Christmas door
decorating contest held at
Anna-Jonesboro Community
High School.

The school posted the fol-
lowing winners, along with
comments about their decora-
tions, on social media:

First place: Courtney
Misener. “Her door featured
QR codes on letters that linked
to students’ virtual letters to
Santa — so clever and interac-
tive,” the school shared.

Second place: Jennifer
Stokes. “Her festive ‘Up on
the Rooftop’ theme came to
life with music playing to set
the mood.”

Third place: Jess Howell.
“Her door transported us to
the tropics with ‘Mele Kali-
kimaka’ (Hawaiian Christmas
Song) playing — so fun and
unique.”
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Some of the amounts ap-
propriated for the new fiscal
year include:

General fund $7,562,226.
Ambulance $1,335,718.

County highway gener-
al $886,511. County bridge
$151,360. Federal Aid Match-
ing $186,624. County Motor
Fuel Tax $1,035,597.

Unit road district $472,869.
Unit road district bridge
$284,979. Unit road district
Motor Fuel Tax $1,349,659.
Township bridge program
$400,150.

County tourism $232,200.
Illinois Municipal Retirement
Fund $432,851. Bond and
interest $203,920. Liability
insurance $580,240. Project
Redeploy $733,562.

Animal control fund
$142,394. Opioid settlement
fund $107,732. 911 fund
$650,000.

Chief Deputy

The commissioners ap-
proved an employment for
Anthony Pena as chief deputy
with the Union County Sher-
iff’s Office. The appointment
was effective Dec. 1.

Pena has been with the
sheriff’s office for 19 years as
a dispatcher.

Union County Sheriff Da-
vid Wilkins said Pena is a
“huge asset” to the sheriff’s
office.

Other Business

Anna City Council member
Martha Ann Webb was in at-
tendance at the meeting and
voiced concerns about the care
of cats at the county’s animal
control shelter.

Care of cats has been an
ongoing concern at the shel-
ter. The county’s new animal
control facility has a room for
the care of cats.Further review

of the situation is anticipated.
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Circuit clerk takes office

In a separate ceremony on Monday morning, Judge
Denny administered the oath of office to Union County
Circuit Clerk Keri E. Clark.

series is scheduled to continue
on Friday, Dec. 6, with “Space
Weather: The Sun-Earth Con-
nection,” a talk by Peggy Hill,

Space weather
topic of program

planned at SIU

Space weather, and its con-
nections to the Earth and sun,
is the topic of the next talk in
a series at Southern Illinois
University Carbondale which
is focused on the sun and the
major role it plays in the lives
of humans.

Solar System Ambassador for
NASA and a professor emerita
of physics at Southeast Mis-
souri State University.

The free talk is set for 3 p.m.
at Guyon Auditorium in Morris
Library. The monthly series is
scheduled to continue through
April and will be streamed

The “Journey to the Sun” online at solarsteam.siu.edu.

"W'{F‘%
Worship at Kornthal
Christmas at Kornthal will be 6:30 pm,
December 12 with special music by
the K & I Drifters. Refreshments will
be served. Kornthal is located 2 miles
south of Jonesboro off Illinois 127.

"“Che @rwching Pen”

Bearing our own Burden; Galatians 6:5

Scriptures make it clear that we are responsible for ||
our actions, thoughts, and words. We are responsi-
ble to those it affects, to ourselves, but more impor-
tantly, to God. Too many times, we might seem to
compare our burdens with others, rationalizing
what we have done according to the deeds of
others. We cannot blame our sins on others,
tomans 14:12.

When we feel burdened, we must call upon Jesus
Christ, Matthew 11:28-30. Even though we are
still responsible, Jesus will help us bear them in our
most difficult times. He does this by sending us
strength, comfort, encouragement, and even fellow
Christians to support us. Paul speaks of “bearing
the marks of Jesus™ in Galatians 6:17. Do we have
any battle scars for Christ? It is only through obe-
dience that one gains such proof of being a follow-
er of the Master. If we believe that we are not
greater than Jesus, Matthew 10:24, we must be
willing to be wounded or injured for Him. Sadly,
many religious people are not. What will you say?
Since God is true to Himself, He provides man
with the forgiveness of any sins, 1 John 1:8-9. If we
try to overcome ourselves, we will fail. The key to
our verse is to be dependent upon God. He will
help if we do not voluntarily seek out temptation.

Ryan Thornsberry,
Anna Church of Christ
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Shawnee students, board members honoredShawnee School District No. 84 has honored stu-
dents of the quarter for the first quarter. The students were recognized at a Nov. 19 meeting of the
Shawnee School District No. 84 Board of Education. The students were selected for the honor for
academic excellence, citizenship and attendance. They received a certificate and $25 from First
Southern Bank of Grand Tower.Shawnee School District No. 84 School Board members also were
recognized in honor of School Board Member Appreciation Day. In the first row are, from left,
board member Mindy Livesay, board member Melissa Criddle, board member Angie McMahan,
kindergarten student Payson Wilson, board member Jennifer Webb, 5th grade student Ella Hale
and 7th grade student Adalyn Follis. In the second row are board member Jason Stegle, senior
student Cole Pender, board president Trenton Colyer, senior student Emma Young and 7th grade
student Carter Phillips. Photo provided.

Lawyer in the Library sessions
set at Southern Illinois libraries

Each month at local pub-
lic libraries in the First Judi-
cial Circuit in Southern Illinois,
volunteer attorneys are work-
ing to help self-represented liti-
gants through the Lawyer in the
Library program.

Organizers of the program
note that with locations across
the Southern Illinois region, free
legal advice is available nearby.

The Lawyer in the Library
program provides patrons need-
ing help with a legal issue an
opportunity to sit down with an
attorney for a private, one-on-
one, approximately 20-minute
session, to receive advice or help
with legal documents.

There is no fee, but prereg-
istration is required at most
locations.

On the date of a session, those
seeking assistance are advised to
check in at the library registra-
tion desk and bring paperwork
pertaining to their legal question
or situation, if applicable. The
program may be limited to one
visit per patron.

More information about the
program, as well as preregistra-
tion to speak to an attorney, are
available by contacting one of
the participating libraries.

The upcoming schedule for
the program in area communities
includes:

Anna:  Stinson  Memorial
Public Library, 618-833-2521.
Attorney Gene Turk, Dec. 12,
noon to 2 p.m.

Carbondale: Carbondale Pub-
lic  Library, 618-457-0354.

Attorney Christine Hines, Dec.
12, noon to 2 p.m. Attorney
Gene Turk, Dec. 18, 5 p.m. to 7
p.m.

Carterville: Anne West Lind-
sey District Library, 618-985-
3298. Attorney Winter Campan-
ella, Dec. 16, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Galatia:  Galatia ~ Public
Library, 618-268-9220. Attorney
Todd D. Lambert, no December
session.

Herrin: Herrin City Library,
618-942-6109. Attorney Julian
Valdes, no December session.

Marion: Marion Carnegie
Library, 618-993-5935. Attorney
Elisha Sanders, Dec. 10, 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m.

Olive Branch: Dodge Memo-
rial Public Library, 618-776-
9200. Attorney Julian Valdes, no
December session.

Quarterly sessions are sched-
uled at the following locations:

Metropolis: Metropolis Public
Library, 618-524-4312. Attorney
Julian Valdes, next quarterly ses-
sion Dec. 18, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Mounds:  Mounds  Public
Library, 618-745-6610. Attor-
ney Julian Valdes, next quarterly

session Dec. 14, 11 am. to 1
p.m.

Vienna: Vienna Carnegie
Public Library, 618-658-5051.
Attorney Julian Valdes, next
quarterly session Dec. 20, 2:30
p-m. to 4:30 p.m.

Those involved with the pro-
gram voiced their appreciation to
the following for their support:

Chief Judge William J. Thur-
ston, First Circuit judges and cir-
cuit clerks, volunteer attorneys,
library directors, library program
coordinators and other library
staff members.

Each Lawyer in the Library
program is initially launched
with a Self-Represented Liti-
gant/Access to Justice Improve-
ment Grant, ATJ Grant, fund-
ing through the Access to Justice
Division, Administrative Office
of the Illinois Courts.

The programs continue with
each volunteer attorney coor-
dinating with the library and
the Office of the Chief Judge,
Brenda Sprague, executive assis-
tant to the chief judges and ATJ
Grant coordinator. www.firstcir-
cuitil.org.

Holiday arts, crafts sale set

The 46th annual Holiday Arts
and Crafts Sale is planned at
the Southern Illinois University
Carbondale Student Center Dec.
5-7.

The sale takes place in the
first floor Art Gallery and
Renaissance Room and runs
from 10 am. to 5 p.m. Dec. 5

and 6 and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Dec. 7. Everyone is welcome,
and there is no cost to attend.

The sale offers an opportu-
nity to shop for arts, crafts and
other items created or made
locally. More than 80 artisans
and craftspeople will be offering
items of all kinds.

NOTICE OF PROPFOSED PRHOPERTY TAX INCREASE FOR
ANNA JONESHORO COMNMUNITY HIGH SCHDOL DIST. 81

I A public hearing B approve a proposed property Bax
increase for Anna~Jonesboro Community High School
Distict #81 for 2024 will be held on Decamber 16, 2024 at

5:45 pam. at the High School Library, 608 S. Main Street,

Anna, [EnOis.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and
present testimony to the axing distnict may contact the
Distict Superintendent Brett Deterng at the
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School Disinict #81
Admnisirative Office, S. Main Sireet, Anna, |EnOIS.
Phone (618) 8338421, ext 122.

The corporate and specal purpose propesty tes
extended or ahated for the year 2024 were $3,032,064.

The propmied_mmate and special pur;mse_prq)erly
s to be levied for 2025 are $3,394,087. This represents
a 11 91% inaease over the previcus year.

The property taxes exdended for debt senice and public
building commission leases for 2024 were $408 004

The estimaled property taxes © be levied for debt service

and public buiding

COMIMESSION leases or 2024 are

$453 332 This represents a 11.11% incease over the
Previous year.

The total properly taxes extended or abated for 2024
were $3.440 868.

The estimated tctal property taxes to be levied for 2025 are
$3,847 410, This represents a 11.81% increase over the

previous year.

Arts council to present
musu:al ‘Into the Woods’

Cast rehearsingThe cast of “Into the Woods” has been rehearsing for the Shawnee Hills Arts
Council presentation of “Into the Woods.” From left are cast members June Watkins, Micah Men-
garelli and Aaliyah Prater. Photo provided.

The Shawnee Hills Arts
Council is planning to present
the musical “Into the Woods.”

The arts council announced
that the musical will be per-
formed at the Shawnee Hills
Arts Council, 117 W. Davie
St., Anna, on Dec. 6 at 7 p.m.,,
Dec. 7 at 1 p.m. and Dec. 8 at
2p.m.

“Into the Woods” is a 1986
musical, with music and lyr-
ics by Stephen Sondheim and
book by James Lapine.

The musical intertwines
the plots of several Brothers
Grimm fairy tales.

The cast includes Logan
Abernathy, Beverly Bain,
Noah Cohen, Patty Cohen,
Ethan Dillman, Hadas-
sah Harvel, Melissa Isaa-
cson, Leathy Mengarelli,
Micah Mengarelli, Aaliyah
Prater, Zack Rowatt, Lucas

Salazar, Tymbree Seals, Mar-
risa Waddy, June Watkins and
Sara Watkins.

The director is Jay-
lyn Althoff, a junior at
Anna-Jonesboro Community
High School.

Her support staff includes
Patty Cohen, the music direc-
tor; Macky Cohen, who is
in charge of costumes and
make-up with her assistant

Brenda Wright; and Danica
Morgan, lights and sound.
Tickets are $15 and $5 for
12 and under. Tickets went
on sale Nov. 14 and are avail-
able on Thursdays and Fridays
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sat-
urday and Sundays from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. Ticket informa-
tion is available by contact-
ing Lee Hackney at 904-625-
1109 or by email at vabchlee@

Anna church to offer ‘Gift of Christmas’

Anna Church of the Naza-
rene is planning to offer a “Gift
of Christmas” to the community
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 14.

The church shared the fol-
lowing announcement about the
event:

Need time to wrap gifts or go
shopping? Let the church have
your kids (kindergarten through
4th grade) for a Christmas story

and crafts.

You can preregister online
at WWW.annanaz.com/word-
press/2024-gift-of-christmas-reg-
istration-form or by scanning
the qr code on the flier on the
church’s Facebook page (Anna
First Church Of The Nazarene).

More information is available
by calling the church office at
833-6702 and leaving a message
if necessary.

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2024
Copies of the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2024,
will be available for public inspection in the school district administrative office by December 1,
2024. Individuals wanting to review this Annual Statement of Affairs should contact: Lick Creek
CCSD #16, 7355 Lick Creek Rd., Buncombe, IL 62912; Phone (618) 833-2545, Office Hours 7:30
a.m.—4:00 p.m. Also by January 15, 2025 the detailed Annual Statement of Affairs for the Fiscal
year ending June 30, 2024, will be posted on the lllinois State Board of Education’s website at
www.isbe.net.

SUMMARY: The following is the Annual Statement of Affairs Summary that is required to be pub-
lished by the school district for the past fiscal year.

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AS OF JUNE 30, 2024.

Local Sources 1000, Educational Fund 314,135, Operations & Maintenance 54,152, Debt Ser-
vices 12,330, Transportation 24,510, Municipal Retirement/Social Security 30,652, Capital Proj-
ects 81,944, Working Cash 11,673, Tort 24,373, Fire Prevention & Safety 11,008; Flow-Through
Receipts/Revenues from One District to Another District 2000, Educational 0, Operations & Main-
tenance 0, Transportation 0, Municipal Retirement/Social Security 0; State Sources 3000, Edu-
cational 707,713, Operations & Maintenance 0, Debt Services 300, Transportation 76,554, Mu-
nicipal Retirement/Social Security 0, Capital Projects 50,000, Working Cash 0, Tort 19,000, Fire
Prevention & Safety 0; Federal Sources 4000, Educational 202,289, Operations & Maintenance
0, Debt Services 0, Transportation 0, Municipal Retirement/Social Security 0, Capital Projects
0, Working Cash 0, Tort 0, Fire Prevention & Safety 0; TOTAL DIRECT RECEIPTS/REVENUES
- Educational 1,225,137, Operations & Maintenance 54,152, Debt Services 12,360, Transporta-
tion 101,064, Municipal Retirement/Social Security 30,652, Capital Projects 131,944, Working
Cash 11,673, Tort 43,373, Fire Prevention & Safety 11,008; TOTAL DIRECT DISBURSEMENTS/
EXPENDITURES - Educational 1,235,811, Operations & Maintenance 56,224, Debt Services
12,275, Transportation 83,467, Municipal Retirement/Social Security 23,389, Capital Projects
66,046, Tort 48,744, Fire Prevention & Safety 5,503; OTHER SOURCES/USES OF FUNDS -
Educational 0, Operations & Maintenance 0, Debt Services 0, Transportation 0, Municipal Retire-
ment/Social Security 0, Capital Projects 0, Working Cash 0, Tort 0, Fire Prevention & Safety 0;
BEGINNING FUND BALANCES - JULY 1, 2023 - Educational 233,357, Operations & Mainte-
nance 16,556, Debt Services 4,028, Transportation 203,353, Municipal Retirement/Social Securi-
ty 47,664, Capital Projects 151,462, Working Cash 136,928, Tort 5,895, Fire Prevention & Safety
15,276; OTHER CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - Educational 0, Operations & Maintenance
0, Debt Services 0, Transportation 0, Municipal Retirement/Social Security 0, Capital Projects
0, Working Cash 0, Tort O, Fire Prevention & Safety 0; ENDING FUND BALANCES WITHOUT
STUDENTS ACTIVITY FUNDS - JUNE 30, 2024 - Educational 222,683, Operations & Mainte-
nance 14,484, Debt Services 4,383, Transportation 220,950, Municipal Retirement/Social Secu-
rity 54,927, Capital Projects 217,360, Working Cash 148,601, Tort 524, Fire Prevention & Safety
20,781. ENDING FUND BALANCES WITH STUDENT ACTIVITY - JUNE 30, 2024 - Educational
318,908, Operations & Maintenance 14,484, Debt Services 4,.83, Transportation 220,950, Mu-
nicipal Retirement/Social Security 54,927, Capital Projects 217,360, Working Cash 148,601, Tort
524, Fire Prevention & Safety 20,781.

LICK CREEK CCSD #16
30-091-1016-004
GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFIED PERSONNEL
SALARY RANGE: LESS THAN $25,000: Patricia Struemph, Michael S. Myers, Carlynn Q. Ed-
wards, Jessica L. Elkins, Brittany N. Roberts, Brandi N. Kristoff, Amanda L. Smith, Nancy L. Cer-
ney, Angela J. Alsip, Glenna J. Tripp, Richard A. Griffin, Gary L. Kelly, Jessi K. Watson, Brent E.
Boren, Courtney D. Giltner, Kaylee M. Rose, Cora L. Edmonds, Janet D. Boyd, Trisha L. Myers;
SALARY RANGE: $25,000 — $39,999: Candie L. Glover, Kristy J. Duncan, Sarah Richardson,
Sarah M. Mefford, Lindsey Toler, Lindsay J. Nelson, Jason Butler; SALARY RANGE: $40,000
- $59,999: Crystal N. Knueven, Gary S. Cox, Bobbie J. Banks; SALARY RANGE: $60,000 -
$89,999: Jordan M. Suits; SALARY RANGE: $90.000 and over: none.

GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFIED PERSONNEL
SALARY RANGE: LESS THAN $25,000: Tristan Brown, Alfred J. Moutria, Beth Schlenker, Roger
Williams, Matthew J. Denny, Michael Sullens, Doug Vaughn, Rebecca Corbit, Kaitlyn Starr, Pres-
ton Cobb, Angel Helm, Greg George, Kim N. Shipley, Riley P. Turner, Ella Moutria, Gary Roach,
McKayla B. Schlenker, Jennifer L. Moutria, David L. Robertson, Tracey Lechtenberger; SALARY
RANGE: $25.000 - $39,999: Sherri L. Houseman, Caron M. Sullens; SALARY RANGE: $40,000
- $59,999: none; SALARY RANGE: $60,000 and over: none.

LICK CREEK CCSD #16
30-091-1016-004
Payments over $25,000, excluding wages and salaries

Person, Firm or Corporation/Aggregate Amount — Anna State Bank 12,275.13, Beussink Hick-
am & Kochel PC 7,215.00, Blue Cross Blue Shield of lllinois 29,834.14, BMO Financial Group
79,839.17, Class VIl Upfitters & Repair 10,872.27, Clearwave Communications 10,152.70, Com-
mon Goal Systems Inc 10,623.20, Ewert, Inc 12,019.27, Hall’s Service Company 12,824.39, HD
Supply 3,064.79, Home Depot Pro 2,988.82, IDES — Collections Section 14,196.00, lllinois Assoc
of School Boards 2,578.00, lllinois Dept of Revenue 38,979.57, lllinois Municipal Retirement Fund
13,783.70, Internal Revenue Service 102,273.13, Johns Lawn Care 2,755.00, Julie L. Draper
10,755.00, Knapp Oil Co. 7,629.99, Lick Creek Activity Fund 6,587.55, Lick Creek Public Water
District 3,266.13, M & M Floor Care 3,420.64, MFA Qil 9,598.61, Miller, Tracy, Braun, Funk &
Miller Ltd 3,230.00, MobyMax Education, LLC 3,547.50, Osbourne Office Equipment 2,518.50,
Phalin Electric LLC 9,428.49, Prairie Farms Dairy 8,125.34, Prairie State Insurance Cooperative
33,717.93, Pro Playgrounds 5,199.00, Quality Network Solutions, Inc. 22,072.52, Renaissance
Learning, Inc 3,624.00, Rustys Home Center 5,343.33, Schlenker Plumbing 4,022.15, Sonitrol
Security Systems 2,630.60, Southern lllinois Electric Cooperative 15,337.66, Southern lllinois
Piping Contractors 156,978.97, Teachers Retirement System 76,928.60, Tina Carter 12,000, Tri
County Special Education Dist 55,683.75, US Foods, Inc 31,948.45, Wrightway Transportation
26,872.32, ZEARN 2,500.00
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Jonesboro School Beta Club members
participate in Leadership Summit

NATIONAL BETA

REGIONAL LEADERSHIP
SUMMIT
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Jonesboro School Beta Club members

Jonesboro School Beta Club members include, in the first row, from left, Trent
Miller, Levi Hill and Hayden Lewis. In the second row are Smith Wilson, Gabby
Newberry and Kynlee Needling. In the third row are Kylie Dillow, Lindyn Eudy, Alli
Leek and Clara Mix. Photo provided.

National Beta Club 8th
grade members from Jones-
boro School are celebrating
their recent participation in a
recent multi-state Leadership
Summit.

The Leadership Sum-
mit was held Sept. 25-26
at Southeast Missouri State
University in Cape Girardeau.

Jonesboro School Beta
Club members were an-
nounced as qualifiers in the
following challenges:

Project Proposal (with a
perfect score): Gabby New-
berry, Kynlee Needling and
Smith Wilson.

Collaboration Connection:
Lindyn Eudy, Clara Mix,
Kylie Dillow and Alli Leek.

Lead Outside the Box:
Levi Hill, Trent Miller and
Hayden Lewis.

Mrs. Pamela Turner is the
group’s sponsor.

National Beta Leadership
Summits bring together stu-
dents from multiple states for
one- to two-day events.

During that time, students
work with interactive speak-
ers who engage members
through introspective ex-
ercises and team-building
activities.

Clubs can also participate
in team-based leadership
challenges which test their
communication, critical
thinking, creativity, pre-
sentation and collaboration
skills.

Their victories at this level
provide the opportunity to
compete at the national level.

The national convention is
scheduled in the summer of
2025 at the Gaylord Palms
Resort & Convention Center
in Orlando, Fla.

In addition, the entire
club plans to compete at the
state convention, which is
scheduled in March 2025 in
Springfield.

Jonesboro Beta members
are raising money to com-
pete at the conventions.

Jonesboro Beta members
are selling Texas Roadhouse
gift cards in increments from
$5 to $100.

Club members have also
partnered with Country
Roads Flowers & Gifts.
For $100, one person will
receive a beautiful, boxed
glass vase with a punch card
for a bouquet to pick up each
month, from January to June
in 2025.

Those who are interested
in either fund-raiser were
asked to email email pturn-
er@jonesboro43.com.

Community Service
Projects

Jonesboro School Beta
Club is very active in com-
munity service projects.

Currently, Jonesboro
School is having a school-
wide food drive. Anyone is
welcome to drop off nonper-
ishable food, especially hol-
iday foods, such as non-re-
frigerated canned hams,
green beans, corn, sweet
potatoes, cranberry sauce,
gravy or stuffing mixes to
the school office. Donations
were being accepted through
Dec. 6.

In addition, Jonesboro
School Beta Club is helping
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the Jonesboro Fire Depart-
ment at its annual pancake
breakfast. The breakfast is
planned from 7 a.m. to 10
a.m. Dec. 7 at the Jonesboro
Fire Department. Donations
will be accepted. Money
raised goes to “Shop with
a Fireman,” which helps
Jonesboro children in need
during the Christmas season.

With more than 500,000
active members and 14,000
clubs nationally and interna-
tionally, National Beta has
become the nation’s largest
independent, non-profit, edu-
cational youth organization.

National Beta promotes
the ideals of academic
achievement, character, ser-
vice and leadership among
elementary and secondary
school students.

Stinson Memorial Public Library in Anna.
Stinson Memorial Library
closed due to boiler issues

Stinson Memorial Public Library in Anna is closed to the
public this week due to boiler issues.

“Unfortunately, the library is currently having boiler issues.
Due to these reasons, we’re closed to the public this week and
will not be having our Landscape Preservations meet and greet.
It is pretty chilly in our stone building,” Stinson Memorial
Library District director Sarah Watkins shared in an email.

The library district has extended hours at its branch in Cob-
den. Hours are scheduled from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through
Friday. Patrons are encouraged to arrange curbside pickup by
calling the Cobden branch at 618-893-4637.

Frank Martin, who is completing the Landscape Study of

Stinson Library’s Historic Structure Report, was scheduled to
be at the library Thursday, today, for a public meeting about

the project.

A-J all-tournament players
Anna-Jonesboro Community High School girls’
basketball team members Kansas Craig and Jayda
Shepard earned all-tournament team honors at this past
week’s Harrisburg Lady Bulldog Preview Basketball
Tournament. Craig and Shepard both are juniors.

A-JCHS announces members of
cast for production of ‘Grease!’

Anna-Jonesboro Communi-
ty High School has announced
members of the cast for the
upcoming production of the
musical “Grease!”

The school posted the fol-
lowing cast members on social
media:

Danny Zuko: Lucas Sala-
zar. Sandy Dumbrowski: Ava
Boreup. Betty Rizzo: Ruby
Yates. Frenchy: Lauren Jack-
son

Marty: Aaliyah Prater. Jan:
Aryanna Ozment. Doody:
Adam Clark. Kenickie: Logan
Abernathy. Sonny LaTierri:
Aiden Colson.

Roger: Lucas Tehandén.
Vince Fontaine/Teen An-

gel: Kadyn Grant. Charlene
“Cha Cha” DiGregorio: Enma
Piqueras.

Eugene Florczyk: Seth Co-
chran. Johnny Casino: Kricket
Koehn. Miss Lynch: Alexis
Houseman. Patty Simcox:
Elliott Poulos. Radio Voice:
Missy Isaacson.

Drive-in Movie Voices: Sci-
entist: Addison Farris. Hero’s
Voice: Keara Bible.Sheila’s
Voice: Ana Kerr. Girl’s Voice:
Lane Piller.

The Pink Ladies: Addi-
son Farris, Keara Bible, Ana
Kerr, Missy Isaacson, Serenity
McHughes, Mackenzie Barn-
hart, Natilyn Corbit, Lane
Piller.

IDNR announces harvest
for firearm deer season

Hunters in Illinois har-
vested a preliminary total
of 54,661 deer during the
first weekend of the Illinois
firearm deer season between
Nov. 22-24.

The Illinois Department of
Natural Resources, IDNR,
reported that comparative-
ly, hunters took 53,348 and
52,354 deer during the first
firearm weekends in 2023 and
2022, respectively.

Illinois’ seven-day firearm
deer season will conclude
Dec. 5-8.

Remaining 2024-2025 deer
hunting opportunities in Illi-
nois include:

Muzzleloader-only deer
season Dec. 13-15.

Late-winter antlerless-only
and chronic wasting disease
deer seasons in select coun-
ties only, Dec. 26-29 and Jan.
17-19.

Archery deer season con-
tinues through Jan. 19. IDNR

noted that archery deer hunt-
ing is closed Dec. 5-8 in
counties open for firearm deer
season.

First weekend firearm deer
season harvest totals for area
counties included:

Alexander County: 225
in 2024, 199 in 2023, 239
in 2022.

Jackson County: 1,355 in
2024, 1,371 in 2023, 1,484
in 2022.

Johnson County: 759 in
2024, 749 in 2023, 874 in
2022.

Massac County: 235 in
2024, 247 in 2023, 268 in
2022.

Pulaski County: 206 in
2024, 208 in 2023, 222 in
2022.

Union County: 798 in
2024, 813 in 2023, 812 in
2022.

Williamson County: 1,165
in2024, 1,163 in 2023, 1,287
in 2022.

Christmas Bird Count topic
of program set in Carbondale

Christmas Bird Counts in
Southern Illinois will be the
topic of a program planned
Friday evening, Dec. 6, in
Carbondale.

The program, “ABC’s
of a CBC (Christmas Bird
Count),” is set for 6 p.m.
Friday in the meeting room
at Carbondale Township Hall.

Township hall is located at
217 E. Main St. in Carbon-
dale. Entrance is in the rear of
the building, off 216 E. Mon-
roe St., where two parking lots
are available.

The program is sponsored
by the Southern Illinois Audu-
bon Society.

Christmas Bird Counts,
CBCs, in Southernmost Illi-
nois are a longstanding tra-
dition.

Atthe Dec. 6 program, Uni-

versity of Illinois Extension
horticulture educator Kim-
berly Rohling will go over the
history of the CBC, National
Audubon CBC policies, lo-
cal count circles locations
and compilers and counting
practices.

Organizers said that atten-
dance is recommended for
anyone who may be thinking
about participating in a CBC
for the first-time.

CBC compilers Vicki
Lang-Mendenhall and Rhon-
da Rothrock are also sched-
uled to be in attendance.

To learn more about the
annual Christmas Bird count,
visit the National Audubon
Christmas Bird Count website
at https://www.audubon.org/
community-science/christ-
mas-bird-count.

A-J runners,
coach earn
recognition

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School is voicing
pride in members of its girls’
cross county team and the
squad’s coach.

Seven members of the
team have earned All-South
recognition.

A-J runners on the All-
South first team include
sophomore Jadyn Gerardi,
junior Aleah Box and fresh-
man Melaina Bundren.

Second-team honors went
to junior Raegan Jones, se-
nior Zoe Jones, sophomore
Kinley Leek and junior Ken-
zie Miller.

“We’re so proud of these
athletes for their incredi-
ble performances and hard
work this season,” the school
shared on social media.

Matt Denny, the head
coach of the team, has been
honored as the 1A All-South
cross country coach of the
year.

“Your dedication, leader-
ship, and passion have in-
spired your athletes to reach
incredible heights. Thank
you for all you do to build
champions on and off the
course,” the school shared.

Greenhouse
gas emissions
addressed

The Illinois Department of
Transportation has received
$31.6 million in federal funds
to develop a program to ex-
pand the use of clean con-
struction materials that result
in reduced levels of green-
house gas emissions.

The award aims to support
clean American manufactur-
ing while reducing pollution
from the production of con-
crete, steel, asphalt and other
materials.

[llinois is one of 39 recip-
ients to receive a combined
$1.2 billion through the Feder-
al Highway Administration’s
Low Carbon Transportation
Materials Program. The $31.6
million award is the maximum
amount.

In receiving the grant,
IDOT will continue working
with its research partners
and members of industry
to create new processes to
quantify emissions impacts
of construction materials and
deploy innovative low carbon
materials on actual projects.

Anna VFW
calendar
of events

Veterans of Foreign Wars
Carroll P. Foster Post No.
3455 of Anna has announced
its schedule of events. The
post is located at 70 VFW
Ln. near Anna. The schedule
includes:

There will be no fish fry in
December.

Auxiliary Cookie Sale:
One dozen cookies with a
little extra surprise packed in
a Christmas box for $15 each.
All proceeds stay local to help
veterans. Deadline to order:
Dec. 14. Call or text Diane
at 618-614-2168 or Cassie
at 618-697-5845 to place an
order.

Taco Tuesday is planned
Dec. 10 and Dec. 17 Serving
will be from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Tacos are $3 each or two for
$5.

A corn hole tournament is
planned at 6:30 p.m. on Dec.
5, Dec. 12, Dec. 19 and Dec.
26.

Star Karaoke is scheduled
to be at the post from 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m. Dec. 6. No fish fry
this month.

Mystify Music is scheduled
to be at the post from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. Dec. 13.

The canteen is scheduled
to be open from 1 p.m. to 10
p-m. Sunday through Thurs-
day and from 1 p.m. to 12
a.m. on Friday and Saturday.
The canteen will be closed on
Christmas Day.
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Holiday season bounce houses
Bounce houses with a holiday season theme were one of the many featured activities and attractions at this
year’s Christmas in Downtown Anna and Small Business Saturday celebration held Saturday, Nov. 30, in Anna.

Light snow fell Saturday afternoon to add to the festive spirit of the celebration.

An estimated 1.4 million
Americans are affected by
Hepatitis B Virus, HBV, the
virus that can cause serious
liver disease and can even-
tually lead to liver cancer
without proper treatment.

Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment, STHD, together with
other Illinois healthcare pro-
viders, continues to work to
raise awareness about HBV
and encourage the public to
get screened and vaccinated.

In October, Southern 7
renewed funding from the
Center for Asian Health Eq-
R uity, CAHE, at the University
) . of Chicago Medicine and the

- Hope Light Foundation, HLF,
to reach and engage commu-
nity members and residents
around HBV prevention.

This is the fifth year the
health department has re-
ceived the funding, which
will be utilized to disseminate
HBYV prevention information

PAST to host Holiday Luncheons
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PAST welcomes special folks

.

Some very special folks have arrived at PAST’s
Heritage House in Jonesboro in preparation for the
Christmas Luncheons in December. Wendy “Winks”
Winkleman and Bill Bultinick (Mr. and Mrs.) are relatively
new to Union County. They came from Minnesota and are
active community members now in Cobden and Anna.

Wendy and Bill share her art in quilts and a bit of their

Norwegian-Swedish culture and holiday joy.
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Norway’s mascot

Norway’s mascot “nisse,” or protective gnome, peeks
over Wendy’s pieced nisse quilt.

Note: The following arti-
cle and the accompanying
photographs were shared
by Barbara Bauer on behalf
of the PAST organization of
Union County.

“It’s a Peppermint World”
is the theme for the 2024
PAST Holiday Luncheons.

PAST’s Heritage House
at 102 S. Main St. in Jones-
boro has been a “Santa’s

workshop” of activity in
preparation for the Holiday
Luncheons.

Preparations were being
made by PAST Friends and
board members for savory
luncheons to be served on
Dec. 5,6 and 7 and on Dec.
11,12, 13 and 14.

The Heritage House din-
ing room, parlor and Lincoln
Room are decorated in fes-

at Heritage House in Jon

esboro

tive splendor for this joyful
occasion.

Heritage House doors will
open at 11:30 a.m. Guests
are invited to tour the mu-
seum rooms and exhibits
before and after the noon
mealtime.

Guest exhibitor Wendy
Winkleman is new to the
world of quilting, but she has
wasted no time in making it
her craft and passion. She
is no stranger in many of the
fabric shops from Anna to
Minneapolis. She can select
textiles, piece and construct
quilts and has a new long
arm quilting machine in her
“Quilt Shop.”

“Wendy Winks,” as she
is fondly tagged, has yet
another interesting sideline.
Along with husband Bill, she
shares their Scandinavian
heritage.

Both have Norwegian
grandparents and both enjoy
membership in the Sons of
Norway organization. They
both grew up in Minnesota,
but moved to Union County
to be near a daughter and
granddaughter who live here.

Wendy has a Swedish par-
ent, as well as a Norwegian
one, so her quilt projects and
displays are enhanced with
Swedish and Norwegian
culture. Expect to see a few
“nisses” and other traditions
and customs in her work.

Luncheon guests are invit-
ed to arrive at 11 a.m. to have
time to visit the displays
before lunch is served at
noon. Exhibits are available
to view after the luncheon,
as well.

The Christmas Luncheons
are an annual fund raiser for
Heritage House. Proceeds
are used for maintenance
of the house, to keep the
museum admittance free or
to support historical and ed-
ucational projects of PAST.

PAST of Union County
seeks to Promote Apprecia-
tion of Structural Treasures
and to tell and preserve the
stories of the people connect-
ed to them.

(Reservations are required
for the luncheons. Tickets
are $25. PAST had asked
that reservations be made by
Nov. 30. For more informa-
tion, call 618-697-1870 and
leave a message or email
hileman14@frontier.com.)

Cobden Women’s

Club plans to meet

The Cobden Women’s
Club plans to meet Thursday,
Dec. 12.

Members are asked to
meet at noon in the parking
lot at the Cobden First Bap-
tist Church.

Club members then plan to
go to Giant City Lodge near
Makanda to have lunch.

Scouts gather 4,015 items
for local food pantry

Salem Lutheran Church in Jonesboro is voicing its
thanks to local Scouts for gathering 4,015 items for the
church’s food pantry. The church shared that when it
came time to count things that it was thankful for on
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 28, thanks would be given to
the Scouts 4,015 times.

The church also offered a “special shout out to a
young Scout named David who worked his tail off!! Many
of our Salem workers were sick with flu like symptoms
and could not participate. David filled that gap.” Photos
provided.

Southern 7 promotes
awareness about HBV
screening, vaccination

for the public and high-risk
populations through area
agencies, healthcare facili-
ties, schools and other com-
munity partners.

“As a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
screening and routine HBV
vaccination rates dropped
significantly nationwide, but
through extensive education
post-COVID, rates are go-
ing back up,” said Shawnna
Rhine, STHD community
outreach coordinator, in a
news release. “It’s through
continued HBV knowledge
and ensuring timely vacci-
nation that we can reduce
the prevalence of Hepatitis
B and eventually eliminate
this disease.”

The most common way
HBYV is spread is from mother
to baby during birth; there-
fore, the health department
advises, pregnant women
should be tested for the virus.

Other high-risk popula-
tions include individuals who
use or formerly used injection
drugs, those born or whose
parents were born in high
endemic countries, such as
most Asian and African coun-
tries, and men who have sex
with men. Screening is done
through a simple blood test.

Most people with HBV
do not feel sick and may not
present with any symptoms
until severe liver damage
leads to liver cancer.

Approximately one in four
individuals who are untreat-
ed will eventually die from
HBV-related health condi-
tions.

Although there is no cure,
individuals with HBV can
live a full and normal life
with a treatment plan and
routine care.

The HBV vaccine is high-
ly effective in preventing
the disease. The Advisory
Committee on Immunization
Practices, ACIP, recommends
vaccination for everyone un-
der the age of 60.

The HBV vaccine requires
multiple doses for full protec-
tion. For example, the three-
dose HBV vaccine requires
doses at 0, 1 and 6 months.
Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment provides the HBV vac-
cine to children and adults.

For more information about
preventing Hepatitis B, or to
schedule an HBV vaccine
appointment, contact South-
ern 7 Health Department at
618-634-2297, download the
Southern 7 App or visit www.
southern7.org.

Open mic,
short story
nights set

The Shawnee Hills Arts
Council, SHAC, in Anna has
scheduled an open mic night
and a short story/poetry night.
The arts council is located in
the 100 block of West Davie
Street.

Open Mic Event

An open mic comedy, spo-
ken word and music night is
planned from 8 p.m.to 11 p.m.
Dec. 13. To reserve a spot,
email zj.rowatt@gmail.com .

Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
The cover charge is $5 at the
door.

Concessions will be avail-
able, Bring a favorite drink.

Short Story/Poetry Night

A Short Story/Poetry Night
with pizza is set for 6 p.m.
Dec. 16.

Tom Caldwell will lead
a discussion about “The Fir
Tree” by Hans Christian An-
derson.

The story is available on-
line at http://hca.gilead.org.
il/fir_tree html.

Those who want to attend
are asked to RSVP by calling
or texting Caldwell at 1-217-
994-3449.

For more information, con-
tact Lee Hackney with the
Shawnee Hills Arts Council
by calling 904-625-1109 or
email:vabchlee@gmail .com.
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Obituaries

Ronald Gayle Bittle

Ronald Gayle Bittle was
born July 3, 1937, and passed
away on November 28,2024,
at the age of 87.

Ron came into this world
the second of six boys born
to Howard and Pauline Frick
Bittle in Anna, Illinois. He
grew up in Anna and grad-
uated from Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School,
where he was a standout ath-
lete on both the football and
basketball teams.

After high school, Ron and
his older brother Dean both
joined the U.S. Navy and
served together on a destroyer
ship, the USS Solely.

After an honorable dis-
charge, Ron began a course
of study at Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale,
earning a bachelor’s degree
in physical education and a
master’s degree in behavior
modification.

While a student, he began
working in the Behavior
Research Laboratory located
at the Anna State Hospital
(now Choate Mental Health
and Developmental Center),
and during his tenure at the
hospital, he led extensive
studies of behavior therapy
and behavior modification,
the results of which were
shared with scholars and
therapists both nationally and
internationally to bring about
positive changes in approach-
es to mental health disorders.

Ron earned a PhD in Psy-
chology from SIU-C in 1974,
and in the fall of 1979 was
appointed Facility Director
of the State Hospital. He
fostered the development of
close cooperative relations
with community-based men-
tal health agencies. A vigor-
ous program of upgrading
and remodeling of the hospi-
tal campus was also undertak-
en during his administration.

Over the next few years,
he served in the added role
of Deputy Director for State
of Illinois Mental Health
Services. He retired from the
Anna State Hospital in 1987.

A couple years later, he
accepted a position as ad-
ministrator of a neurological
rehabilitation facility in Man-
deville, Louisiana, just out-
side of New Orleans, where
he worked for a year, and then
he and Peggy would enjoy
their retirement (and being
near family) in Anna, Wichi-
ta, Kansas, Indianapolis, and
eventually Cape Girardeau,
Missouri.

Ron remained civically
involved throughout his life
serving for many years on
the Anna-Jonesboro Schools
School Board and the Union
County Housing Authority
Board. Whatever Ron was
involved in, whether serving
the community, his church or
the state, he was working to
improve the quality of life for

RENDLEMAN Others.

g HLEMAN R o n
FuneraL Hoves  and Peggy

Hines were
married on
December
23, 1956.
They raised one son,
Bradley, and had two grand-
children, Erin and Jeffrey,
who were the light of his life.
He was so proud of his son
and his grandchildren, and
he’s been a constant source
of love and support to them.

This December would have
marked Ron and Peggy’s 68th
wedding anniversary. Peg has
been at his side providing
love and care for the past
several years during his ill-
ness. It’s been heartbreaking
to watch Ron’s health decline
and see him suffer through
many challenges. He endured
it all with grace and dignity
and passed over into the arms
of Jesus on Thanksgiving
morning.

Surviving are his wife,
Peggy Bittle of Cape Gi-
rardeau, Missouri; son Brad-
ley Bittle (Laurie) of Cape
Girardeau; and grandchildren
Erin Jones (Ben) of Cape
Girardeau and Jeffrey Bittle
of Chicago, Illinois; as well
as a brother, Randy Bittle
(Lynn) of Carterville, Illinois;
sisters-in-law Kay Bittle
(Richard) of Marion, Illinois,
and Sharon Bittle (Dean)
of Harrisburg, Illinois; and
many nieces, nephews and
cousins.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Howard and
Pauline Frick Bittle; and his
brothers Dean, Richard, Gary
and Bob; as well as a nephew,
Mark Bittle.

The Bittle family would
like to thank the staff at the
Cape Girardeau Veterans
Home for their loving care

Funeral services were at 1
p.m. Tuesday, December 3,
2024, at Rendleman & Hile-
man Funeral Home in Anna,
with the Rev. CIliff Perry
officiating. Interment was in
the Anna Cemetery.

Memorial contributions
are preferred to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital
or to the Missouri Veteran’s
Home in Cape Girardeau,
Missouri.

To view the obituary and
to leave online condolences
for the family, visit www.
rendlemanhilemanfth.com.

Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna was
in charge of arrangements.

Norman Lee Gibbs

Norman Lee Gibbs, 88, of
Anna, died Tuesday, Nov. 26,
2024, in Mercedes, Texas.

Funeral services will be
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, at
Rendleman & Hileman Funer-
al Home in Jonesboro. Inter-
ment will be in the Jonesboro
Cemetery.

Visitation will be from 5
p-m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
7, and after 1 p.m. until the
service hour at 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 8, at Rendleman
& Hileman Funeral Home in
Jonesboro.

Memorials are preferred
to the Rebecca Young Schol-
arship, the American Heart
Association or PAWS. Enve-
lopes will be available at the
funeral home.
RENDLEMAN

& HILEMAN
FUuNERAL HOMES

To view
the obituary
and to leave

online condolences for the
family, visit www.rendleman-
hilemanfh.com.
Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Home in Jonesboro
is in charge of arrangements.

View Obituaries Online at
annanews.com
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Donald Ray Hickam

Donald Ray Hickam, 87, of
Pomona, was surrounded by
loved ones when he took his
last breath at home on Nov.
28,2024.

He was born on Sept. 21,
1937, the son of Aubrey and
Lydia Berry Hickam of Alto
Pass.

He is survived by four
of his six children, Lon-
nie (Kim) Hickam, Sharon
Smith, Lisa (Jesse) Lowe
and Nancy (Junior) Bailey,
along with 14 grandchildren;
nine great-grandchildren; and
brother-in-law Ron Rendle-
man and his ex-wife, Virginia
Hickam.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; siblings James
Hickam, Ester Bennett, Wil-
lard Dale Hickam and Janice
Rendleman; a daughter, Lo-
retta Lynn Hickam; and a son,
Raymond Hickam.

Donald was a workahol-
ic — working a daytime job,
then farming in the evenings.
He was fed many suppers on
the tractors and combine. He
worked at Buck Carter Tire
many years ago, as well as at
Weiss Excavating and Willard
D. Hickam Excavating.

He was skilled at operating
heavy equipment, digging
ponds, basements, clearing
RENDLEMAN many trees

& HILEMAN andleveling
FUNERAL HOMES  g1eas for the

i wE ‘."
local orchards and homeown-
ers.

When he was able to take
off during warm weather, it
was spent fishing and playing
softball with his kids. During
the winters was sledding and
cutting firewood.

We are thankful for your 87
years you were on this earth.
We will love you always and
we are missing you already!!!

Memorial services were
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
4, at Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna.

To view the obituary and to
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna was in
charge of arrangements.

Sharon Kay Toler

Sharon Kay Toler, 82,
of Jonesboro, passed away
peacefully on Nov. 25,2024,
with her family at her side.

She was born on Dec. 27,
1941, in Elgin, the daughter
of Virgil Dempsey and Gen-
evieve Dillow Wiggs.

She married Gerald Dee
Toler on June 2, 1963, at
Salem Lutheran Church in
Jonesboro.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Dee Toler of Jonesboro;
two daughters, Beverly (Jon)
Schaefer and Donna Beegle,
and son Brian Toler, all of
Jonesboro; six grandchildren,
Jerod Schaefer, Jacob Schae-
fer, Deeken Beegle, Allison
Toler, Maximus Toler and
Natalie Toler; brother Gary
(Linda) Wiggs of Cobden; sis-
ter Diana (Paul) Craig of Bel-
leville; brother-in-law, Carroll
(Donna) Toler of Thompson-
ville; two aunts, Deloris “Aunt
Pud” Landreth and Norma
Jean Conant, both of Jones-
boro; nieces; nephews; other
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents and one sister,
Barb File.

She was a member of Salem

RENDLEMAN Lutheran

& HILEMAN Church in
FuNeraL HoMES  Jonesboro

for many years. Early in her
career she worked for Flor-
sheim Shoe Factory in Anna
and later retired after 21 years
as a cook at Jonesboro Grade
School. She dearly loved her
grandchildren; they were her
pride and joy. She will be
dearly missed.

Graveside funeral services
were at 11 a.m. Friday, Nov.
29, at the Jonesboro Ceme-
tery, with Pastor Carroll Toler
officiating. Interment immedi-
ately followed.

To view the obituary and to
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman & Hileman Fu-
neral Home in Jonesboro was
in charge of arrangements.

News from

Camp Ground Church,

Community

After announcement time
on Sunday morning, a brief
congregation meeting was held
for the purpose of nominating
and electing an elder for 2025-
2027. Rodney Miller was
unanimously elected.

The focus of the service on
the first Sunday of Advent,
Dec. 1, was Hope.

Readers of the first Advent
reading “Hope” were Tony and
Berna Gerard. Aldi Gerard lit
the “candle representing Hope.”

Bro. Easton’s sermon was
titled “Our Steadfast Hope,”
referencing Romans 5:1-5.

The message shared that
“none of us would choose
tribulations and trouble, but
any human is going to suffer
various issues and problems.

“In 1 Peter, we are told to not
be surprised by tribulation, but
to be overjoyed with thanks to
God that He is there with us
through our hardship.

“In Paul’s letter to the church
at Rome, he urged his readers
to not complain about suffering
as it developed perseverance.

“Paul continued by writ-
ing that those who persevere
through life’s hardships, de-
velop character: a life focused
on Jesus Christ.

“The character God devel-
ops in us develops our hope
and confidence in His care

for us.”

Bro. Easton closed with “Let
us fix our eyes on Jesus so that
we will not grow weary and
lose hope; God has poured out
His love into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit and He will not
forsake us.”

Kayton Crane rang the bell
to begin worship. Vodra Gerard
and Reed Crane received the
tithes and offerings.

Camp Ground Church’s lead
elder for December is Rachael
Bonner.

The birthday of the church’s
pastor’s wife, Amber Easton,
was Sunday, Dec. 1. Reed
Crane’s birthday is Saturday,
Dec. 7.

Camp Ground Church in-
vites anyone who does not
have a church home to join
them as they observe the Sun-
days of Advent, the anticipa-
tion of the coming of Christ
into the world as a babe.

All are welcome to services
each Sunday at Camp Ground
Church. Fellowship and coffee
are at 9:15 a.m., followed by
Sunday School classes for all
ages at 9:30 a.m. and morning
worship at 10:30 a.m.

The church is located at the
intersection of Camp Ground
Road and Tunnel Lane east of
Anna and just north of Illinois
Route 146.

0

Honor Wreaths for Veterans

y
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An Honor Wreaths for Veterans ceremony is planned
at 11 a.m. Dec. 14 at Anna First Baptist Church. The
service will be led by Phil Ray, who is a Vietham war
veteran and a member of the American Legion and the
Anna VFW. Everyone welcome. Immediately following
the ceremony, Honor Wreaths for Veterans will be laid
at the Anna Cemetery. Photographer Martha Ann Webb.

News from

Anna Nazarene Church

A morning worship service
was held Sunday, Dec. 1.

Announcements were given
by Jessica Elkins. Music was
led by Pastor Randy Wright
and the worship team.

A message titled “We Fight
with Victory” was brought by
Pastor Wright. Scripture was
from 2 Chronicles, Acts and
Isaiah.

At Sunday evening’s
worship service, the pastor
brought a message from 1
Corinthians and Romans.

Sunday, Dec. 8

Breakfast, 9 a.m. Sunday
School, 9:30 a.m. Morning
service, 10:35 a.m. Thanks-
giving/Christmas potluck
meal following the morning
worship service. No evening
worship service.

Wednesday, Dec. 11

A Wednesday night service
is planned at 6:30 p.m. in
the sanctuary. A youth group

meeting is planned at 6:30
p.m. in the fellowship hall.

Saturday, Dec. 14

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Gift Of
Christmas. Need time to wrap
gifts or go shopping? Let the
church have your kids (kinder-
garten through 4th grade) for
a Christmas story and crafts.

You can preregister online
at www.annanaz.com/word-
press/2024-gift-of-christ-
mas-registration-form or by
scanning the qr code on the
flier on the church’s Facebook
page (Anna First Church Of
The Nazarene)

Tuesday, Dec. 24

Christmas Eve candlelight
and Communion service at
8 p.m.

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church
office at 833-6702 and leaving
a message if necessary or by
calling Pastor Wright at 618-
534-7103.

SIU Innovation,
Entrepreneurship
Showcase scheduled

Southern Illinois University
Carbondale’s Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Showcase
on Dec. 5 will celebrate the
region’s newest innovators,
inventors and entrepreneurs.
Everyone is invited.

The event, which follows
the SIU System’s Technology
and Innovation Expo, is slated
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at
the Dunn-Richmond Econom-
ic Development Center at 1740
Innovation Dr. in Carbondale.

The evening will feature SIU
patent presentations, special
recognition for graduates of
two of the center’s programs,
the announcement of winners
in a business plan competition
and other noteworthy accom-
plishments. Hunan Fine Asian
Cuisine will provide refresh-
ments.

“Those attending this spe-
cial evening will have a golden
opportunity to discover some
of the impressive creative ac-
tivities and advances happen-
ing at SIU and in the surround-
ing area,” said Lynn Andersen
Lindberg, executive director
of Innovation and Economic
Development and of the SIU
Research Park.

“The showcase will also
spotlight some of the transfor-
mative projects underway that
will have a lasting impact on
the community and the future,
and we will be recognizing and
celebrating the innovation and
entrepreneurship throughout
the region and the people who
are making it happen.”

A wide assortment of ac-
tivities is planned during the
illuminating showcase.

SIU will honor Innovative
people affiliated with the uni-
versity who have received pat-
ents for inventions or processes
in the last year.

SIU’s Illinois Small Busi-
ness Development Center will

honor representatives of area
businesses who have recently
completed and graduated from
the comprehensive 10-week
Launch That Business “fast-
track” training program.

The intensive Launch That
Business program is designed
especially to assist home-based
or small business entities get
their business concepts on
track, offering entrepreneurs
practical steps for register-
ing their enterprises as legal
entities and providing them
with simple tips and tools for
maintaining their businesses.

In addition, organizers also
will announce winners of the
2024 Southern Illinois Busi-
ness Plan Competition Pow-
ered by Regions Bank.

The competition invited new
business concepts, pre-ven-
ture plans or existing small
businesses from Alexander,
Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton,
Hardin, Jackson, Jefferson,
Johnson, Massac, Perry, Pope,
Pulaski, Randolph, Saline,
Union, White and Williamson
counties to enter.

Local competitions were
held in October and the region-
al final was held in November
with the finalists competing for
a share of more than $20,000
in prize money and in-kind
services.

Organizers will also recog-
nize graduates of the Carbon-
dale Accelerator program, as
well as some of the SIU faculty
and staff who ensured the suc-
cess of the big 2024 Tolar Solar
Eclipse celebration.

There will also be a pre-
sentation recognizing SIU’s
[llinois SBDC as the winner
of 2024 Illinois SBDC of the
Year honors.

For more information about
the Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship Showcase, call 618-
536-4451.
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News from

First Baptist Church, Jonesboro

On Sunday, Dec. 1, Pastor
Perry Williams spoke in the
morning service. His message
addressed “how God uses the
upsetting things in our lives to
bring about the greatest bless-
ings.” He used the story of the
birth of Jesus as an example.
Scripture was from Matthew in
the New Testament.

The service was sent by trans-
mitter station 87.9 for those who
wanted to listen on the radio. The
service was also live streamed
on Facebook. The church’s
Facebook page,Jonesboro FBC,
has videos and the latest infor-
mation about church events.

Connor Benbrook led wor-

HEATING & COOLING

ship in the absence of mu-
sic director Dee Rose. Debbie
York played the piano. Debbie
York also sang and played “The
Goodness of God” as a special.

Wyatt Harvel and Ashley
Harvel were baptized and wel-
comed into the church family.

Men’s and women’s Bible
studies were scheduled at 6 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 2.

The LLL senior adult group
planned to have a monthly meet-
ing and potluck with guests Nor-
ma and Danny Weaver Tuesday
morning, Dec. 3.

‘Women on Mission to meet at
9:30 a.m. Thursday, today.

Birthdays: Ashley Massey,

618-893-2861- 618-534;25391

Custom Processing of Beef-Pork-Goat-Sheep
Deer Processing Oct. 1st through Jan. 30th.

I RIBIES
0

YIS

5565 St. Rt. 146E ason Martin, Owner
Anna, IL 62906 Visit our website:
618-833-5986 triplecmeats.com

| Duty's Auto Glass

Windshields * Door Glasses
Back Glasses * Chip Repair

Serving All of Southern Illinois
Over 30 Years Experience

324 Willard Ferry Rd. - Joneshoro
| 833-2923 or Toll Free 866-159-2923

Dec. 2; Rhonda Boyd, Dave
Johnson, Carmen Schexnider,
Dec. 4.

The regular schedule for wor-
ship at Jonesboro First Baptist
includes Sunday School classes
on Sundays at 9 am., Sunday
morning worship at 10 a.m.
and Sunday evening worship
at6p.m.

Youth meet from 6 p.m. to
7 pm. on Sundays and from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednesdays.

The Dig-In program for chil-
dren meets at 6 p.m.on Wednes-
days.

Adult prayer meeting and
Bible study are scheduled on
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

News from

Anna First Baptist Church

Anna First Baptist Church
met for worship on Sunday,
Dec. 1.

Pastor Lupe greeted everyone
in the sanctuary and those join-
ing on the church’s live stream.

Announcements were read.
Prayer was said over the prayer
list.

Cissi Cuthbertson did the call
to worship, which was about
“Our Lord’s Supper.

The worship team led in the
singing of “Goodness of God,”
“Shepherd Boy” and “Are You
Washed in the Blood?”

Pastor Lupe’s sermon was
titled “Seek Ye First.” Scripture
was from Matthew, Hosea and

Anna-Jonesboro
National Bank

Dedicated to our customers, committed to our community

Moember

" 201 South Main * Anna, IL + 618-833-8506 FoIc
512 E. Vienna St.* Anna, IL » 618-833-2922
1002 Public Square * Joneshoro * 618-833-4547

mmmmmm

400 S. Main - Joneshoro, IL 62952

Photo Credit: istockphoto/Pferd

With the beginning of Advent we begin to think of Christmas
and the gift the Heavenly Father shared with us...his Son
Jesus. As we enter the holiday season we can consider what gifts
we can share to brighten the lives of others. A gift can have great
or little value, depending on our resources; it’s the thought that
counts. Even if it’s only a smile, we all have something we can
thankfully share each day. At your house of worship this week,
think about God’s greatest gift and prepare your minds and hearts

s e R
@1 SOUTHERN FS for the miracle of Christmas.
Buk&BagFeed | Daily Bible Readings
;s ( Pet & Horse Supplies . . .
W Home & Garden Psalm Luke Luke Daniel ~ Malachi  Malachi
Not just for farmers anymore! Take a look around! ‘ 30 21:5-24 21:25-38  10:1-11:2a 11-14 21-17

Isaiah.

The sermon shared that “seek-
ing God first in decisions means
turning to Him in prayer and
scripture for guidance before
taking any action. It is an act
of trust, acknowledging His
wisdom and sovereignty over
our own understanding. When
we prioritize His will above our
desires, we align ourselves with
His perfect plan for our lives. By
seeking God first, we invite His
peace to guard our hearts and His
direction to illuminate our path.”

After the worship service, the
church family celebrated “Our
Lord’s Supper.”

Sunday School for all ages

meets at 9 a.m. each Sunday
morning.

The church’s worship service
starts at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday.

The church has a youth pro-
gram which meets at 6 p.m.
each Wednesday. The church
has a prayer time at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday.

The church has a bus which
runs for all of its programs and
services. Information is avail-
able by calling the church’s
office during the day.

First Baptist Church is located
at 409 Morgan St. in Anna. The
church’s phone number is 833-
5416. The church’s website is
www.annafirst.org.
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Apostolic Lighthouse Church

Breakfast and Sunday
School at 9:45 a.m.
Worship service
at 10:45 a.m.
Midweek service
Wednesday at 7 p.m.
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" Worship Service |
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Classified Section
Anna Office
618-833-2158
classifieds@annanews.com
AD DEADLINE IS 3 P.M. MONDAY
CLASSIFIED RATES
Classifieds ........ccccernuen. 35¢ per word
$8.00 minimum for each paid ad per week
CLASSIFIED DISPLAY RATES

\Per (1373 o PP $14.00
Appeals
103 Market Street
FOR SALE Anna, Tllinois 62906
8221-948388
CHRISTMAS SHOP: IN THE CIRCUIT
117 So. Appleknocker
. COURT OF THE
Dr., Cobden. Weekends; FIRST JUDICIAL
November 2nd thru De- CH{ CUIT
C?mber 21st. _Saturdays UNION COUNTY,
9-4, Sundays 1-4. Radko ILLINOIS
Ornaments, LED Lights, N
e D0 ORI popa or
) ’ SHERMAN MAYS,
| DECEASED.
FOR RENT NO. 2024-PR-23
IN PROBATE
FOR RENT: Nice 2-bed- NOTICE OF DEATH
room apartments, low INDEPENDENT
utilities, convenient loca- ADMINISTRATION,
tion, w/dryer facility. No AND CLAIM DATE

gas deposit. Call 618-751-
3025. 48-3p, 49-3¢

Single male looking to
rent a room temporarily.
No Pets. Call Josh at 914-

HELP WANTED: Shaw-
nee Community College
is looking for full and
part-time Custodian for
their Ullin Campus and
The Massac County Ex-
tension Center. For more
information, please Call
618-634-3200 Ext. 3436
48-3p, 49-3g

PUBLIC
NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
CITY OF ANNA
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS
PUBLIC NOTICE is
hereby given that the City
of Anna Zoning Board of
Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on the 6th day of
January, 2025 at 6:00PM
at the Anna City Hall,
103 Market Street, Anna,
[llinois to consider the re-
quest for a variance, filed
by KRISTEN BIGGER-
STAFF for the following

described real estate:

S21 T12 R1W LOT 70
ANNA HEIGHTS SUB-
DIVISION 41.7°X 160°X
75°X 121.2°X 51.2°

SAID PARCEL TO
CONTAIN 0.41 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS.

SAID PARCEL BE-
ING SUBJECT TO ALL
RIGHT-OF-WAY AND
EASEMENTS, RE-
CORDED OR OTHER-
WISE. ALL SITUATED
IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF IL-
LINOIS.

Permanent Index Num-
ber(s): 14-00-11-831

Common street address
of 148 FRONT ST,
ANNA, IL 62906

Petitioner seeks a vari-
ance to the permitted prin-
cipal uses requirement in
a R-1 Zone as defined in
section 40-2-12 of the Re-
vised Code of Ordinanc-
es of the City of Anna,
Mlinois. The variance is
requested in order to al-
low the dwelling to be
a two-family and not a
one-family dwelling as
required in the R-1, Res-
idential District.

The Petition in its en-
tirety is available for in-
spection and copying at
the Anna City Hall. All
persons interested in such
petition should attend and
will be given an oppor-
tunity to be heard. The
Public Hearing may be
continued from time to
time without further pub-
lic notice.

City of Anna
Zoning Board of

NOTICE IS GIVEN to
creditors of the death of
SHERMAN MAYS, of
Anna, Illinois. Letters
of Office were issued on
November 21, 2024, to
Ronald Mays, of 10365
St. Rt. 146 E., Buncombe,
IL 62912, whose attor-
ney is Elvis C. Cameron,
205B N. Main St., Anna,
Illinois.

Within 42 days after the
effective date of the orig-
inal Order of admission,
you may file a petition
with the Court to require
proof of the Will by tes-
timony of the witnesses
in open Court or other
evidence, as provided by
Section 5/6-21 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/6-
21)

You also have the right,
under Section 5/8-1 of the
Probate Act (755 ILCS
5/8-1), to contest the va-
lidity of the Will by filing
a petition with the Court
within six (6) months af-
ter admission of the Will
to probate.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without Court
supervision unless, under
Section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Compiled
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, Par.

5/28-4), any interested
person terminates Inde-
pendent  Administration

at any time by mailing
or delivering a petition to
terminate to the Clerk of
this Court.

Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of this
court at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Mar-
ket St., Jonesboro, Illi-
nois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on
or before May 28, 2025,
or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the Exec-
utor is required by Section
5/18-3 of the Probate Act
of the State of Illinois, the
date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the Executor
and to the attorneys with-
in ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

Dated: November 25,
2024.

RONALD MAYS
CAMERON LAW
FIRM, LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR
INDEPENDENT EX-
ECUTOR

205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS
62906

PHONE: 618-833-2220
ARDC# 6244394
8221-948300

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

In re the matter of the
estate of
ROBERT LELAND
OSMAN,
Deceased.

No. 2024-PR-22

NOTICE OF
PUBLICATION -
CLAIMS
NOTICE IS GIVEN to
creditors of the death of
Robert Leland Osman of
Dongola, Illinois. Letters
of office were issued on
November 6, 2024, to Iva
Lorene Osman, of Dongo-
la, Illinois, whose attorney
is Blane Osman of Ronald
E. Osman & Associates,
Ltd., 1602 Kimmel, P.O.
Box 939, Marion, Illinois,

62959.

Within 42 days after the
effective date of the orig-
inal Order of Admission,
you may file a petition
with the Court to require
proof of the Will by tes-
timony of the witnesses
in open Court or other
evidence, as provided by
Section 5/6-21 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/6-
21))

You also have the right
under Section 5/8-1 of the
Probate Act (755 ILCS
58-1), to contest the va-
lidity of the Will by filing
a petition with the Court
within six (6) months af-
ter admission of the Will
to probate.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without Court
supervision unless, under
Section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act (ILL. Complied
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, Par.

5/28-4), any interested
person terminates Inde-
pendent  Administration

at any time by mailing
or delivering a petition to
terminate to the Clerk of
this Court.

Claims against the estate
may be filed in the Office
of the Clerk of this court at
the Union County Court-
house, 309 W. Market
St., Jonesboro, Illinois, or
with the representative,
or both, on or before May
21, 2025, or if mailing or
delivery of a notice from
the Executor is required
by Section 5/18-3 of the
Probate Act of the State
of Illinois, the date stated
in that notice. Any claim
not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of
a claim filed with Clerk
must be mailed or deliv-
ered by the claimant to the
Executor and to the attor-
neys within ten (10) days
after it has been filed.

Dated:

November 21, 2024.
Iva Lorene Osman,
Independent Executor
By: Blane Osman,
Attorney

Ronald E. Osman &
Associates, Ltd.

1602 W. Kimmel/P.O.
Box 939

Marion, IL 62959
(618) 997-5151
8221-947967

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
JACKIE L. RALLS,
DECEASED.
NO. 2024-PR-23
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE
NOTICE IS GIVEN to
creditors of the death of
JACKIE L. RALLS, of
Anna, Illinois. Letters
of Office were issued on
November 12, 2024, to
EDNA RALLS, of 1195
Ralls Lane, Dongola,
IL 62926, and Timothy
Ralls, of 495 Nash Road,
Anna, IL 62906, whose
attorney is Elvis C. Cam-
eron, 205B N. Main St.,

Anna, Illinois.

Within 42 days after the
effective date of the orig-
inal Order of admission,
you may file a petition
with the Court to require
proof of the Will by tes-
timony of the witnesses
in open Court or other
evidence, as provided by
Section 5/6-21 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/6-
21.)

You also have the right,
under Section 5/8-1 of the
Probate Act (755 ILCS
5/8-1), to contest the va-
lidity of the Will by filing
a petition with the Court
within six (6) months af-
ter admission of the Will
to probate.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without Court
supervision unless, under
Section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Compiled
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, Par.

5/28-4), any interested
person terminates Inde-
pendent  Administration

at any time by mailing
or delivering a petition to
terminate to the Clerk of
this Court.

Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of this
court at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Mar-
ket St., Jonesboro, Illi-
nois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on
or before May 21, 2025,
or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the Exec-
utor is required by Section
5/18-3 of the Probate Act
of the State of Illinois, the
date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the Executor
and to the attorneys with-
in ten (10) days after it has
been filed.

Dated:

November 18, 2024.
EDNA RALLS
TIMOTHY RALLS
CAMERON LAW
FIRM, LLC

ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR
INDEPENDENT
EXECUTOR

205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS
62906

PHONE: 618-833-2220
ARDC# 6244394
8221-948112

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIRST JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
JACK BRIMM,
DECEASED.
NO. 2024-PR-24
IN PROBATE

NOTICE OF DEATH
INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION,
AND CLAIM DATE
NOTICE IS GIVEN to
creditors of the death of
Jack Brimm, of Anna, II-
linois. Letters of Office
were issued on Novem-
ber 15, 2024, to Timothy
Brimm, 3135 Lick Creek
Road, Anna, Illinois
62906 as Independent Ex-
ecutor, whose attorney is
Elvis C. Cameron, 205B
N. Main St., Anna, Illi-

nois.

Within 42 days after the
effective date of the orig-
inal Order of admission,
you may file a petition
with the Court to require
proof of the Will by tes-
timony of the witnesses
in open Court or other
evidence, as provided by
Section 5/6-21 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/6-
21.)

You also have the right,
under Section 5/8-1 of the
Probate Act (755 ILCS
5/8-1), to contest the va-
lidity of the Will by filing
a petition with the Court
within six (6) months af-
ter admission of the Will
to probate.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without Court
supervision unless, under
Section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Compiled
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, Par.

5/28-4), any interested
person terminates Inde-
pendent  Administration

at any time by mailing
or delivering a petition to
terminate to the Clerk of
this Court.

Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of this
court at the Union County
Courthouse, 309 W. Mar-
ket St., Jonesboro, Illi-
nois, or with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or both, on
or before May 21, 2025,
or if mailing or delivery
of a notice from the Exec-
utor is required by Section
5/18-3 of the Probate Act
of the State of Illinois, the
date stated in that notice.
Any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered by the
claimant to the Executor
and to the attorneys with-
in ten (10) days after it has

been filed.
Dated: November 18,
2024.
TIMOTHY BRIMM
CAMERON LAW
FIRM, LLC
ELVIS C. CAMERON
ATTORNEY FOR
INDEPENDENT
EXECUTOR
205B N. MAIN ST.
ANNA, ILLINOIS
62906
PHONE: 618-833-2220
ARDC# 6244394
8221-948109

“THIS IS AN
ATTEMPT TO
COLLECT A
DEBT AND ANY
INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE”
W20-0343
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 1ST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
US Bank Trust National
Association, Not In Its
Individual Capacity But
Solely As Owner Trustee
For VRMTG Asset
Trust;
Plaintiff,

VvS.

Melissa Elaine
Lewis; Crown Asset
Management, LLC;
Midland Credit
Management, Inc.;
Defendants.

Case No.23 FC 8
NOTICE OF
JUDICIAL SALE OF
REAL ESTATE
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that pursuant to
a judgment heretofore
entered by the said court
occurred in the above
entitled cause, Sheriff
of Union, Illinois, will
on December 18, 2024,
at the hour of 09:00 AM
at Union County Court-
house, 309 West Mar-
ket Street, Jonesboro, IL
62952, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder
for cash, all and singular,
the following described
real estate in the said
judgment mentioned, sit-
uvated in the County of
Union, State of Illinois, or
so much thereof as shall
be sufficient to satisfy
such judgment to wit:

PART OF THE NORTH-
WEST QUARTER OF
THE SOUTHEAST
QUARTER AND PART
OF THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF THE
SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 18,
TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH,
RANGE 1 WEST OF
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL
MERIDIAN, UNION
COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS: BEGINNING AT
THE CENTER OF SAID
SECTION 18; THENCE
SOUTH 89 DEGREES
47°26” WEST ALONG
THE NORTH LINE OF
SAID NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF THE
SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER A DISTANCE OF
813.78 FEET; THENCE
SOUTH 1 DEGREE 46
54” WEST A DISTANCE
OF 435.60 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 89
DEGREES 47°26” EAST
A DISTANCE OF 813.78
FEET TO THE WEST
LINE OF THE NORTH-
WEST QUARTER OF
THE SOUTHEAST
QUARTER; THENCE
SOUTH 1 DEGREE
46°54” WEST ALONG
THE SAID WEST LINE
A DISTANCE OF 626.01
FEET; THENCE NORTH
89 DEGREES-4726”
EAST A DISTANCE
OF 327.27 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 8 DE-
GREES-17-48” EAST A
DISTANCE OF 263.00
FEET TO THE CENTER
LINE OF THE CAVE
SPRINGS ROAD (NOW
KRATZINGER HOL-
LOW ROAD); THENCE
SOUTH 21 DEGREES
40°31” EAST ALONG
THE SAID CENTER
LINE A DISTANCE OF
129.66 FEET TO THE
WESTERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF THE
ILLINOIS  CENTRAL
RAILROAD; THENCE
NORTH 8 DEGREES
1748 WEST ALONG
THE SAID RAILROAD
RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE A
DISTANCE OF 1476.50
FEET TO THE NORTH

LINE OF THE NORTH-
WEST QUARTER OF
THE SOUTHEAST
QUARTER; THENCE
SOUTH 89 DEGREES
4726 WEST ALONG
THE SAID NORTH
LINE A DISTANCE OF
16993 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING;
THE TRACT CON-
TAINING 14.79 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS, AND
BEING SUBJECT TO
THE PUBLIC'S RIGHT
OF USE OF THE EX-
ISTING PUBLIC ROAD
ALONG THE SOUTH
LINE OF THE HEREIN
DESCRIBED TRACT.
C/K/A: 360 Kratzinger
Hollow Road, Anna, IL
62906 a/k/a 360 Kratzing-
er Hollow Road, Cobden,
IL 62920
PIN: 05-18-03-321
The person to contact
regarding information
regarding this property
is: Sales Dept., The Wir-
bicki Law Group, 33 W.
Monroe St., Suite 1540,
Chicago, IL 60603. Any
questions regarding this
sale should refer to file
number W20-0343. The
terms of the sale are Cash.
10% at time of sale, with
the balance due within 24
hours. The property is im-
proved by: single family
home. The Property is not
open for inspection prior
to sale.
The real estate, together
with all buildings and im-
provements thereon, and
tenements, hereditament
and appurtenances there-
unto belonging shall be
sold under such terms.
Russell C. Wirbicki
(6186310)
Christopher J. Irk
(6300084)
Cory J. Harris (6319221)
Tracey M. Coons
(6311050)
The Wirbicki Law
Group LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
33 W. Monroe St., Suite
1540
Chicago, IL 60603
13255587
8221-947994

REAL
ESTATE

“THIS IS AN
ATTEMPT TO
COLLECTA
DEBT AND ANY
INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE”
W20-0343
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 1ST
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
UNION COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
US Bank Trust National

Association, Not In Its
Individual Capacity But
Solely As Owner Trustee

For VRMTG Asset
Trust;
Plaintiff,

VvS.

Melissa Elaine
Lewis; Crown Asset
Management, LLC;

Midland Credit
Management, Inc.;
Defendants.

Case No.23 FC 8
NOTICE OF
JUDICIAL SALE OF
REAL ESTATE
MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that pursuant to
a judgment heretofore
entered by the said court
occurred in the above
entitled cause, Sheriff
of Union, Illinois, will
on December 18, 2024,
at the hour of 09:00 AM
at Union County Court-
house, 309 West Mar-
ket Street, Jonesboro, IL
62952, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder
for cash, all and singular,
the following described
real estate in the said
judgment mentioned, sit-
uvated in the County of
Union, State of Illinois, or
so much thereof as shall
be sufficient to satisfy
such judgment to wit:

C/K/A: 360 Kratzinger
Hollow Road, Anna, IL
62906 a/k/a 360 Kratzing-
er Hollow Road, Cobden,
IL 62920

PIN: 05-18-03-321

The person to contact
regarding information
regarding this property
is: Sales Dept., The Wir-
bicki Law Group, 33 W.
Monroe St., Suite 1540,
Chicago, IL 60603. Any
questions regarding this
sale should refer to file
number W20-0343. The
terms of the sale are Cash.
10% at time of sale, with
the balance due within 24
hours. The property is im-
proved by: single family
home. The Property is not
open for inspection prior
to sale.

The real estate, together
with all buildings and im-
provements thereon, and
tenements, hereditament
and appurtenances there-
unto belonging shall be
sold under such terms.

Russell C. Wirbicki
(6186310)

Christopher J. Irk
(6300084)

Cory J. Harris (6319221)
Tracey M. Coons
(6311050)

The Wirbicki Law
Group LLC

Attorney for Plaintiff

33 W. Monroe St., Suite
1540

Chicago, IL 60603
13255587

8221-947994

can provide?

churches.

to the editor.

areas of value.

is unquestioned.

What Is The
Value Of A

Community Newspaper?

What is the value of a community newspaper? What
does it bring to that community that no other institution

The local newspaper is a basic institution in any
community, like the post office, the schools and the

The local community newspaper, whether it be a 2,000
circulation weekly or a 50,000 circulation daily, serves
to keep people connected to their community, by telling
them what's happening with their neighbors, as well as
the institution serving the community.

The publication of obituaries, birth announcements,
weddings and other significant events in our lives remind
us of poet John Donne's words, "no man is an island."

Community newspapers alert members of the
community to problems needing attention.

The community newspaper facilitates the exchange of
ideas and opinions through its editorial page and letters

There are so many things of value community
newspapers provide: the recording of local history and
helping to maintain a healthy local economy through
effective advertising for local businesses are just a few

The community newspaper's value to its community

— from Publishers Auxiliary,
a publication of the National Newspaper Association
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Delinquent tax sale planned by Union County as trustee Winter birds, wreath-making,
nature featured at Giant City

Union County, as trustee, has
completed its tax deed proceed-
ings on real estate properties
that were delinquent for 2020
and mobile homes that were
delinquent for 2021 and prior

real estate taxes.

The county, as trustee, will
now offer for sale the real estate
and mobile homes obtained to

the public.

The county will offer approx-
imately three real estate items
and 35 mobile home items
through a sealed bid auction

sale.

All sealed written bids must

be in the Union County treasur-
er’s office located in the Union
County Courthouse, 309 W.
Market St., room 123, Jones-
boro, I11. 62952 no later than the
close of business on Dec. 13.
All online bids must be sub-
mitted via www.iltaxsalebids.
com no later than the close of
business on Dec. 13.
Sale organizers said the sale
of the lots and mobile homes
should be a major benefit to
both the taxing districts and the
neighboring property owners.
The sale will place the real
estate and mobile homes into

the hands of individuals who
have an interest in owning
them.

The county, as trustee, hopes
that these new owners will both
maintain the property and the
mobile homes and keep the
taxes paid.

By eliminating abandoned
properties, the appearance of
the neighborhood should im-
prove and the value of adjoining
properties should increase,
official said.

The required minimum bid
on real estate is $835 and on
mobile homes is $915.

or before Dec. 13.

sale.com.

All items will be sold to the
highest sealed bid received on

Complete bidder’s packets
and sale catalogs are available
at the Union County treasurer’s
office or online at www.iltax-

For further sale information,
contact the auction sale depart-
ment of the Union County tax
agent’s office. The telephone
number is 1-800-248-2850 or

618-656-5744 or visit www.

iltaxsale.com. Office hours are
scheduled from 8 a.m. and 5 Unjversity of Illinois Exten-

p.m. Monday through Friday.

Winter birds, wreath-making
and nature in Illinois will be
featured at upcoming programs
planned at Giant City State Park
near Makanda.

On Saturday, Dec. 7, from 9
am.to 11 am., park volunteer
and Southern Illinois Audu-
bon Society member Vicki
Lang-Mendenhall will guide
participants along the easy 1/3
mile accessible Post Oak Trail
to look for winter birds.

On Saturday, Dec. 7, the

sion plans to offer a free winter

wreath-making workshop. Two
sessions are scheduled: one
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. and an-
other from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. All
supplies will be provided.

Sunday, Dec. 8, from 2 p.m.
to 3 p.m., botanist Chris Benda
(aka Illinois Botanizer) plans
to present photographs high-
lighting his best Illinois nature
encounters of 2024.

All programs are free of
charge but require registration,
as space is limited. Call 618-
457-4836 to register for one or
all of the free programs.

Television Listings

THURSDAY

DECEMBER 5

, 2024

THURSDAY

ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX |PARSHO 7:00pm
PM |Local Programs |Local Programs |Local Local Programs |ESPN Original |Bang (HD) (4:00) College  |Big City (:12) Get Millie ~ |(5:08) “Mummy” |k %" “The
:30 Locel Bang (D) [Pesketbal (WD) [cas) “hiovie™ [Black (09 BN || aroup of immaters ires to maks
- ’ ‘15, t :
PM The Great Marriage Don't (HD) Law & Order  |To Be An- Bang (HD) “X” (22, Horror) ‘iSan Andreas” (Saimeﬁiejggk. an adult film in rural Texas, but when their
.30 |Christmas Light Ghogts (HD) nounced Info ganq (1) Jenna Ortega. ~('15) Dwayne son, (R) (HD) hosts witness them in the act, the cast ends up
Fight (HD) - unavailable. - (R) Johnson. (HD) s L
PM E:OI )) Matlock Samsays Food éaw & Order: Bang (HD) gaw & Order: | Wizards fighting for their lives. R
230 HD tars VU Bang (HD) VU Wizards Waverly |(:49) 8:55pm
PM_[Celebiy Wheel [Eisbeth (HD) [Local Programs [Found (HD) Barg(HD) _[Law & Order (HID) (g"f)xéfa'rfl‘:y (35) °A Most (TSS)Agency MAX A Most Wanted Man %% (2014,
:30 ‘ Bang (HD) Wizards McCain. (R) (14, Thriler) (R) Thriller) Philip Seymour Hoffman, Rachel
'I PM |Local Local Local SportsCenter “Frien.ds”with_ Law & Order:  |Miraculous ' The Agency McAdams. A tortured immigrant arrives in
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'I Pm |tve (HD) Local Programs |(D) SportsCenter ' ' Bluey Prophecy “Good Neigh-  |“Braveheart” claim his father’s ill-gotten fortune, however,
:30 |Nightine Midnight Late Night | (HD) Bluey “Midsommar” |POUrS (%) R) security agencies take interest. R (HD)
FRIDAY DECEMBER 6, 2024 FRIDAY
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX |PARSHO 7:00
PM |Local Programs |Local Programs éSrg]rlll)sLocal Pro- |Local Programs TBA Bang (HD) éa\a/vle &Order:  |(:20) “Movie (‘g{)e)zﬂyWoman D*atvn’ﬁ(?%) Kﬁee;g Vicky TB.s Last Holiday %%z (2006, C_Jomedy) Queen
:30 (:43) To Be An-  |Bang (HD) ' Latifah, LL Cool J. A sales clerk in New Orleans
PM_|(:07) College  [S.W.AT. (HD)  [College Football |Night (D) Zg:’;gﬁgbllgo * k% “Last | WWE Friday %% “Super- “Crank” (06) ~ |The Agency learns that she only has three weeks to live so she
:30 ;%%P?Q'ivéeg_’l’g) CAf,‘;Lr’T’,”‘?’” West INight (HD) Hollday” (06) - Night man” (78, Ac- _|Jason Statham. (HD) takes her savings out of the bank to live a little
- pionship - Queen Latifah. |SmackDown . tion) Christopher |(HD) :
PM Ellrg)Country (Live) (HD) I\:/):;%r;e;ivl\éBC In- (HD) (HD) Ylylléz)irds Waverly |Reeve. (PG) mg)/-\gency during a European spree. PG-13 TVPG (HD)
:30 * Y “Crank 9:25pm
news. - N PR 2: High Volt- 1eop ;
PM Blue Bloods (05) ToBe An- |A*% |Law&Order: |“Movie " e,',g(‘og)" To Be An- HBO Jurassic Park %% (1993, Science
-30 (HD) nounced Info  |“Drumline SvU (25 % g nounced - . T S
: unavailable.  |(02, Drama) Bk %fgs;'c Fiction) Sam Neill, Laura Dern. A billionaire in-
PM Local Local Nick Cannon. ~ |Law & Order: ark” (95) Sam () “Stone” vites scientists to inspect his island park filled
Neill. (HD) ; p p
:30 |Local (35) Late Show _|Local Programs [(:35) Tonight (PG-13) sw Big City (10) Robert De: e “The with living dinosaurs, but the trip turns deadly
'I PM_[Jimmy Kimmel | (D) (HD) Law & Order: _|Big City ' ?Sg)a(an;b when the dinosaurs escape captivity. PG-13
:30 Live Midnight Local Late Night Sports “Replacemnt” S Big City “Lost World”  |“Hobo with” (HD)
SATURDAY DECEMBER 7, 2024 SATURDAY
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX |PARSHO 7:00pm
PM |Football Score-  |College Ftball  |College Basket- {Local Programs (To Be An- “Last Holiday” |(3:30) IMSA Big City To Be An- (:12) The Knick |“Good Will : 1 i
30 board (Live) ball (Live) (HD) nounced Info  |('06) WeatherTech  [giq ¢ nounced (HD) Hunting” ('98) TBSA chr'Stma.s Story k% (1 983’. Holi
d unavailable. Sports Car ig City Robin Williams. day) Melinda Dillon, Darren McGavin. A
PM |(:07) College  |College Football The Wall (HD) “A Christmas  |Championship | Movie” To Be An- “Eye in the (R) 9-year-old boy growing up in 1940s Indiana
:30 ';%"A}??ﬂ'iv;eg%s) (Ef,ggn(ig?*‘ ,\s,lt:”wda(gﬁl)on (HD) nounced ,\Sﬂ'i‘r‘{enHe'e" tries to convince his parents to get him a Red
PM College Basket- |Dateline NBC ' ' The Agency Ryder BB gun for Christmas, but his mother
:30 ball (Live) (HD) ZOMBIES (47) Dune: | “White Bird in a| (D) only sees the danger. PG TVPG (HD)
PM Saturday Night |(:15) To Be An- |“The Wizard of [9-1-1 (HD)  |ZOMBIES Prophecy Blizzard” (14) [ The Agency 9:00pm
:30 Live nounced Info |0z (39) Judy ZOMBIES (HD) - * \
: unavailable.  |Garland. (HD) TBS The Wizard of Oz *'. (1939, Fantasy)
I PM Local Local 9-1-1 (HD) ZOMBIES (ZSI)TO Be An- (SIS) “”BI:‘-11ck glnglourigu§ Judy Gar|and’ Frank Morgan_ When a tornado
+30 |Local Local Programs (The Floor (HD) |Saturday Night Big City nounced N‘gt:“e f’o?t)man B;s(}e;i(tits (F(il(J)?) tears through a small farm in Kansas, a cheerful
'I PM |Local Programs |Local info. Live (HD) “Christmas  |0-1-1(HD) ~ |Big City (HD) ' ' girl and her dog are transported into a colorful
30 Local Story Big City Somewhere world of magic and mystery. NR TV G (HD)
SUNDAY DECEMBER 8, 2024 SUNDAY
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX |PARSHO 7:00pm
PM |Home Videos |60 Minutes (HD) [NFL (Live) Football America |SportsCenter  |Bang (HD) Law & Order:  |Big City Dune “Deadpool” (‘16) The Agency
s DISN Home Alone %% (1990, Comedy)
:30 |HD) The OT HD) HD) Bang (HD) bt Prep (HD) (:50) Dune: (HD) (HD) Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci. Inadvertently left at
PM |Videos Universal (:15) Sun. Night |Sports Bang (HD) Law & Order:  [“Home Alone” Prophecy ‘*** ., (:01) The Agency home by his family during a Christmas holiday, a
230 |(:31) **%  [The Equalizer |Simpsons Football Los An-IGojiege Fibll |Bang (HD) VU Macaulay ‘RoboCop (HD) plucky eight-year-old fends off two bumbling
“The Lion (HD) geles Chargers HD) - Culkin. 14, Action) . .
PM King” (19, Ad- Burgers at Kansas City Wipeout Law & Order: Dune: Prophecy |Joel Kinnaman. |The Agency burglars attempting to rob his house. PG
:30 Ven%re) Donald | Tracker “Ontologi-|Krapopolis Chiefs (Live) |30 for 30 (HD) swu Wizards (HD) 7:31pm
PM [Glover. cal” Local Programs HD) “The Wizard of |Law & Order:  |Wizards Somewhere “Wanted” (‘08) |The Agency ABC The Lion King % %% (2019, Adventure)
<30 Neighbor. 0z” ('39) Judy |SVU Wizards Somewhere __|James McAvoy. |(HD) Donald Gl J Earl J ’ Al b
= . Garland. (HD) e R) : : 9”3 oyer, a'mes. ar ones. !on cu
'I PM |Local Programs |Local Programs  |Local Programs Sports Law & Order:  |Big City (:10) Dune: Special Ops: Li- with a destiny to inherit his father’s kingdom
:30 |Local info. Local Programs  [SportsCenter S Big City Prophecy “Demolition”  |ON€SS gets separated from his loved ones after his
'I 'I PM Local Programs |Local Programs |-0cal info. with Scott (HD) [(-15) “Blended” |Law & Order: _|Big City (:15) Dune: Jake Gyllenhaal. [The agency conniving uncle develops a plan to seize the
230 (14) SvU Big City Prophecy (HD) throne. PG
MONDAY DECEMBER 9, 2024 MONDAY
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX |PARSHO 7:00pm
PM |Local Programs |Local Programs |Local Programs |Local Programs (To Be An- Bang (HD) Law & Order:  |Big City “Sherlock Yok k “White  |“Private Ryan” FOX The Real Full Monty Host Anthony An-
30 nounced Bang (HD) SVU Big City Holmes” Bird” (14) (98) . . .
. ' : : : — Y : _ — derson and celebrity guests Taye Diggs, Chris
PM |(:15) Monday  [Neighbor. The Real Full  [The Voice (:15) To Be An- |Bang (HD) WWE Monday  “Movie (:55) Dune: f*/z Denial” [The Agency Jones, Tyler Posey, Bruno Tonioli and James
:30 Football Poppa’s Monty (HD) Hopefuls nounced Info (g (HD) Night Raw (HD) Prophecy (16, Drama) Ra-|(HD) .
———"" Cincinnati i coached. (HD) |unavailable. g chel Weisz. (HD Van Der Beek team up to raise cancer aware-
PM |Bengals at Dal- [NCIS “Out of (HD) ang (HD) Get Millie (HD) Special
30 ,agngg;;;ysa' Control Bang (HD) (:25) Kiff (:49) Get Milie (:50) Killing Eve ness. {fD 8:50
pm |-ve) NCIS: Origins  |Local Programs |Brilliant Minds Dad (HD) Kiff Black (:51) “Gangs of |(HD) . y I):“ ,
:30 (HD) Localinfo."(HD) Dad (HD) Kif (38) Get Ml |New York” (02) (351 Thg Agengy | | PARSHO Killling Eve | Don’t Want to Be
: : L : » . R
'I PM |(:15) Local Local Local (:15) TBA Dad (HD) Law & Order: | Wizards Waverly |Biack DTSQS:E)O (HD) HD) Free” As the situation in Moscow escalates,
230 [(50) Jimmy |(35) Late Show (:35) Tonight _|SportsCenter _|Dad (HD) sw (HD (25) Dune: “The Wolf of tensions run high, and Eve wonders who she
71 .I PM t(l_iB;nel Live  |(HD) Local Programs |(HD) (HD) Dad (HD) Race Alaska _ |Bluey Prophecy y\qz?;; Street” can trust; determlned to catch Villanelle, Eve
:30 Midnight Late Night Sports Dad (HD) race. Bluey Get Millie “Crank 2" goes rogue despite the danger. TV14 (HD)
TUESDAY DECEMBER 10, 2024 TUESDAY
ABC | CBS | FOX | NBC | ESPN | TBS | USA | DISN | HBO | MAX |PARSHO 7:30pm
PM |Local Programs |Local Programs |(5:00) Local Pro- |Local Programs [CFP Rankings ~ [Bang (HD) Law & Order:  |(5:15) “Movie” |(:10) “Cop Out” |“Shakespeare |“Mission: Im- ) .
:30 grams Show Bang (HD) SVU (10, Comedy) |Love” possible Ghost A,Bc Toy StP"V That T!me Forgot Trixie, the
- g Bruce Willis. Protocol” (‘1) Triceratops, is the gang’s only hope of return-
PM |Olaf's FBI “Monumen- |Lego Mgsters' Medical To Be An- Bang (HD) Law & Order: Wizards “Garden State” |ng to Bonnie’s room after they meet a bunch
:30 |Forgot tal dcae’f(b}_fg); Hol- INight (HD) Z‘,’,:"}gﬁgb/,go Bang (HD) SW Wizards (04) Zach Bratf. of delusional action figures during a play date.
PM |Prep (HD) FBI: Interna- y The Voice (HD) ' Bang (HD) Law & Order:  |Wizards The AFC North “Mission: Im- NR TV G (HD)
:30 [PrepLand. |tonal Bang (HD) S Wizards (:43) kA IT’gfnS'C'ﬂlis é 96) 8:00pm
N : . : . “Person to Per- : -
PM H_I{QD[; Potential \S\Ili\lht,\élgSt Izgggll er%grams (TSS)IrratlonaI Bang (HD) Ié?/vtlj& Order: ZQMBIES CN)?itmu(rae of the son” (17) (HD) PARSHO Mission: Impossible *%% (1996,
:30 ' Bang (HD) Kiff_ Action) Tom Cruise, Jon Voight. An agent em-
'Io PM |Local Local Local SportsCenter  |Wipeout Law & Order:  |Jessie “Don Jon” Jo- |The Agency barks on a daring scheme to clear his name
230 [Jimmy Kimmel  |(:35) Late Show (:35) Tonight_|(D) S Jessie (:35) The AFC ﬁgeRtGordon- (HD) when he is blamed for the death of his col-
'I 'I PM |tve (HD) Local Programs |(HD) SportsCenter  [Wipeout Law & Order: ~ [Bluey North ' * % %7 “Once” leagues and suspected of being a traitor.
:30 |Nightine Midnight Late Night _|('D) SW Bluey Nature “Serendip.” |84 (HD) PG-13 (HD)
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 11, 2024 WEDNESDAY
ABC | CBS | FOX | NBC | ESPN | TBS | USA | DISN | HBO | MAX |PARSHO 7:00pm
PM |Local Programs  |Local Programs {(5:00) Local Pro- |Local Programs [TBA Bang (HD) SVU (HD) (5:10) “Movie”  |Dune: Prophecy §5018l;) “Wanted” %g!)i) “Ghost” NBC Frosty the Snowman A group of kids
:30 grams (:43) To Be An- |Bang (HD) Law & Order: are thrilled when their snowman magicall
: i nounced Info : Svu " e e e gically co-
PM |Celebrity Wheel |Survivor (HD)  [MasterChef Frosty unavailable. Al E_Ilte Wres- W!zards Rise of”P!anet *1:1‘(/2 Sinis-|“Her” (14, mes to life, but they must travel north with him
:30 of (HD) Shrek Hall tling: Dynamite | 2w & Order:  |Wizards of Apes” (‘11) |ter” (12, Horror) (Comedy) - . .
- - SVU ' : Ethan Hawke.  [Joaquin Phoe- when spring arrives to prevent him from melt-
PM |Family Feud Ramsay’s Food  |A Motown Primos (R) nix. (R) (HD) ing. TV G (HD)
:30 |HD) Stars Christmas (HD) Law & Order: _ |Big City (49) kA% g 8:00pm
PM [FamiyFeud |FBI “No One |Local Programs (:05) To Be An- |Wipeout sw Wizards “Jupiter " luhoho witha” |(:10) “The Ma- . : 4Pl
<30 (HD) Left” Local info. nounced Info Law & Order: | Wizards Ascendmg_ (11) trix” (‘99, Sci- A,Bc celeb"ty, Family . Feud Ros!e
: unavailable. : VU : : (T;tS)rT?h(?'lnS;ng T . ence Fiction) O’Donnell vs. Billy Porter” Actors Rosie
Io PM L_o cal - Local Local . Wipeout . W!zards um S"Stgr:r(‘/?o Keanu Reeves. O’Donnell and Billy Porter each lead their re-
22 :30 ﬂ}?emy Kimmel §H35D) Late Show {ﬁ%’) Tonight - é%& Order: wlzarqs Drama) Robert spective teams who try to guess America’s an-
'I 'I PM Local Programs S}_;l)grtsCenter Family Big City The AFC North  |De Niro. swers to various survey questions. TVPG (HD)
:30 [Nightline Midnight Late Night ) Family SVU (HD) Big City The Agency
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National Rural Health
Day commemorated

November 21 was National Rural Health Day. The day
offered an opportunity to bring attention to and honor the
incredible efforts of rural healthcare providers, communities,
organizations, state offices of rural health and other stakehold-
ers dedicated to addressing the unique healthcare needs of rural
America.

Southern 7 Health Department is one of 97 local health de-
partments in Illinois under the Illinois Department of Public
Health. Southern 7 is the largest surface area health department
in the state, covering the roughly 2,300 square miles of the
lower southernmost seven counties and serving approximately
64,500 people.

As alocal health department, Southern 7 is focused on disease
prevention that includes, but is not limited to, vaccines, STD
testing, environmental health inspections and testing, health
education, cancer prevention, family nutrition and much more.

The department relies heavily on the many dedicated rural
healthcare partners in the region to help its clients get the treat-
ment and services they need close to home.

Union County school
awarded field trip grants

More than 350 students in grades 4 through 8 will have an
opportunity to visit Illinois state historic sites this school year.

The visits are made possible thanks to grant funding through
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, IDNR, State
Historic Sites Field Trip Grant program. More than $4,376 in
donated funds were awarded for 12 field trip grants.

Grant recipients represent six Illinois counties, including
Union County. Jonesboro Elementary School was awarded
three grants, including: $500 for a 7th and 8th grade trip to the
Dana-Thomas House State Historic Site in Springfield. $500
for an 8th grade trip to the Lincoln Tomb State Historic Site
and War Memorials at Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield.
$376 for a 4th grade trip to the Lewis and Clark State Historic
Site in Hartford.

Schools in Cook, Douglas, DuPage, Madison and Peoria
counties also were awarded grants.

“This program allows students to visit state historic sites
throughout the state to see firsthand what they’ve been learning
about in the classroom and to visit a place where notable historic
events happened,” IDNR director Natalie Phelps Finnie said in
a news release. “Students need the opportunity to experience
Illinois’ historical resources in person. We’re pleased to be able
to enhance classroom learning with these grants.”

The entire $4,376 awarded for the 2024-2025 school year
was made possible by private donations to IDNR state historic
sites. The IDNR State Historic Sites Field Trip Grant program
was initiated in the 2020-2021 school year.

The competitive program allows Illinois teachers to apply for
funds to take students on a field trip to visit and learn at select
state historic sites. Learning activities must directly relate to the
school’s curriculum. The annual application deadline is Sept.
30. Funding covers bus transportation.

Weather

Half an inch of snow, low of 19 degrees

Mild late November temperatures gave way to cold and snow
as the month ended and December started.

Temperatures during the period from Nov. 19 through Dec.
2 ranged from a high of 70 degrees to a low of 19.

Precipitation during the period totaled 0.30 of an inch. Pre-
cipitation included a half an inch of snow.

Following are highlights for the period as recorded by weath-
er observer Dana Cross near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Nov. 19: high 70, low 46. 0.02 of an inch of rain.

Wednesday, Nov. 20: high 59, low 44.

Thursday, Nov. 21: high 46, low 36.

Friday, Nov. 22: high 49, low 36.

Saturday, Nov. 23: high 50, low 32.

Sunday, Nov. 24: high 65, low 32.

Monday, Nov. 25: high 64, low 40.

Tuesday, Nov. 26: high 49, low 27.

Wednesday, Nov. 27: high 48, low 40.0.14 of an inch of rain.

Thursday, Nov. 28: high 41, low 30.

Friday, Nov. 29: high 40, low 22.

Saturday, Nov. 30: high 41, low 21. Trace of snow and melted
precipitation.

Sunday, Dec. 1: high 31, low 24.

Monday, Dec. 2: high 31, low 19. Half an inch of snow; 0.14
of an inch of melted precipitation.

November Weather

The high temperature for the month of November was 78
degrees, which was recorded on Nov. 3. The average high for
the month was 61.

The low for the month was 21, which was recorded on Nov.
30. The average low was 41.

Precipitation for the month totaled 2.5) inches.

The most rain measured in a 24-hour period was 1.14 inches,
which was recorded Nov. 5.

A trace of snow was recorded on Nov. 30.

Precipitation for the year through the end of the month totaled
41.96 inches.

Introducing New Service
Anna/Jonesboro Fixed Route

LM SHAWNEE MTD

g PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

ite service will make

area. This new fixed

Starting January 2nd, Shawnee MTDwillintroduce a new service for the
stops every hour at designated points, and riders will no longer need to call in. Simply be at the designated stop, and when the bus arrives, you
just hop on. The fare will be $1 per stop, and Shawnee MTD will accept monthly in-town passes for these rides. Keep an eye out in the coming
weeks for details on the pick-up locations and times. Please note that all of our vehicles are wheelchair accessible to ensure everyone can ride
comfortably.

Additionally, beginning January 2nd, riders using the para-transit service, which provides door-to-door transportation, will need to schedule their
rides at least 24 hours in advance. Para-transit service is designed for individuals who are unable to use regular fixed-route transit. Currently,
riders can call on the same day for a pick-up at their door. The fare for para-transit will remain $2 per ride, and monthly passes for $30 for 30
days, will provide unlimited rides on both fixed-route and in-town services.

The shift to a 24-hour advance reservation system for para-transit will improve the efficiency and reliability of para-transit, helping to reduce
wait times. For more details on these changes and other Shawnee MTD services, please visit www.shawneemtd.com.
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Please read this...

By Geof Skinner

=%

ot T S T e

Too cold, too soon...and som

= » T R St 2

X ; B A L

Why did the woolly worm cross the street? I’m thinking
that as cold as it was, the critter was looking for someplace
with a fireplace and a cup of hot chocolate...

As I am crafting this week’s gem on the first Monday night
in December , the temperature outside is 27 degrees. And the
wind chill is 18...good thing I got in a walk before the sun
went down...

I don’t know about you, but this “officially” old guy was not
ready for the cold...and the snow we experienced last Saturday...
and...brrrrr...again on Monday...

I also was not ready to have to clear some cold,wet snow
off the car when I headed home from The Paragraph Factory
Monday evening.

Bob and I actually went out and sat on the porch swing last
Saturday afternoon. Why? There is no rational, sensible expla-
nation. I will say that it was kind of interesting to watch the
snow and the leaves on our sweet gum tree fall to the ground
at the same time...

By the way...Bob, who is a pretty smart cat, quickly deter-
mined that it was indeed cold and it made a lot of sense to go
back inside...

Meanwhile...

Did you read about the guy who apparently has a whole lot
more money than sense. If I can believe what I read on the
internet (and I know that I can), a fellow with $6,200,000 in
his wallet decided to buy a piece of “art.”

As a person who has spent many years living with artists, I

ebody with too much money

can appreciate the idea of someone wanting to spend that kind
of money on a piece of art. Then again, neither of the two art-
ists in my world were ever offered that kind of money for one
of their wonderful creations.

The fellow with all of the money spent it on a work of art
which involved a banana...duct taped to a wall. Really. I'm
guessing that you have probably used duct tape for all kinds of
quick/emergency/I don’t know what else to do home repairs. I
am not good with tools, so duct tape often is my “go to” fix-it
resource.

However, I have never duct taped a banana to a wall. And I
am pretty sure I would never spend $6,200,000 to buy a banana
duct taped to a wall.

For whatever it might be worth, The Other Half likes to have
abanana for breakfast and snacks. I’'m thinking that $6,200,000
could buy something in the range of 89,000 pounds of the kinds
of bananas she likes. I probably figured that wrong, though. I’'m
about as good with numbers as I am with tools.

Anyway, the guy with lots of money bought his piece of
art...and ate the banana. Don’t know what he did with the duct
tape. And you know what? He had to peel that banana. For
$6,200,000, I’m thinking the banana should have come already
peeled...maybe in a bowl...with some ice cream, chocolate
syrup, whipping cream and cherry on top...

Truth be told, the whole duct taped banana art story inspired
me. After we finished out Thanksgiving dinner, I duct taped a
piece of leftover turkey to a wall in our kitchen.*

Let’s finish up with a Critter Sighting Update or two...

Critter Sightings have been relatively scarce over the past
week or so. The Critters probably have more sense than a Cat
and his human... With that said, we’ll offer...

A Woolly Worm crossing the street on a cold and windy
afternoon under a gray sky that might have hinted of snow.
Yup. Last Sunday. While yours truly was on a daily walkabout.

Dog Elected as Mayor. Yup. Well, I only saw this in the sense
that I read a story in USA TODAY about a bluetick coonhound
that was elected as the mayor of Rabbit Hash, Kentucky. At least
the story was in a newspaper...and not on the internet. The story
noted that: “Residents of the community...have a long-standing
tradition of electing dogs to the mayor office.” I thought about
sharing the story with our cat Bob, but I figured that would be
barking up the wrong tree... Besides, he was asleep. Again.

(*Imade that up. It was really a leftover Brussel sprout. With
some whipping cream on top.)

Master Gardeners program celebrating 50 years

The 1970s were a time of change; people nationwide had
growing concerns about environmental damage from industrial
pollution and a renewed interest in home gardening.

The environmental movement led to the creation of the
Environmental Protection Agency, Earth Day and the Illinois
Extension Master Gardener program.

Now, University of Illinois Extension is celebrating the
50-year legacy and accomplishments of the Illinois Master
Gardener volunteer program.

Illinois Extension Master Gardeners enrich communities
with their commitment to horticulture education and the art
and science of growing.

Over 2,000 active volunteers invest their time and talents
in cultivating collaborative gardens that feed and support
healthy communities, foster hands-on learning and support
the environment.

In 2023 alone, 2,358 active volunteers invested 165,508 hours
of service to improve the well-being of their environment and
those who live in it.

The national Master Gardener program is rooted in the
Northwest, where phone lines were ringing off the hook in the
early 1970s for Washington State University Extension Agents
David Gibby and Bill Scheer, with people asking for advice on
home garden maintenance.

They devised a plan to educate volunteers about the science
of gardening and then to disperse the information to the public.

Their idea blossomed and branched out, eventually inspiring
the spread of the Master Gardener program to all 50 states.

In 1975, Floyd Giles, former Extension horticulture specialist
and state Master Gardener coordinator, formed the first Master
Gardener program in Illinois, based in Will County and neigh-
boring Chicagoland, DuPage and Cook counties.

The first training session had humble beginnings in the Des
Plaines post office. Today, the program continues to expand
across Illinois, involving local gardening projects in rural vil-
lages, suburban communities and urban centers.

Since its inception in Illinois, the Master Gardener program
has witnessed 50 years of countless volunteers dedicating their
time and efforts to support projects.

These initiatives include community gardens, therapeutic
gardening programs, school partnerships and education on
environmental stewardship, among others.

“We are incredibly proud of the growth in the Illinois Ex-
tension Master Gardener program and the impact it has made
over the past 50 years,” said Candice Anderson, state Master
Gardener specialist.

“Our volunteers are the core of our program, and each one
is passionate about making gardening accessible to everyone
across Illinois and serving their communities in impactful ways.
This celebration allows us to reflect on our achievements while
fostering plans for the future.”

As the program marks 50 years of positive impact, Master
Gardeners continue to uphold their mission of “Helping Others
Learn to Grow.”

In celebration of this golden milestone, in 2025, Extension
will offer local and regional events, celebrate generations of
volunteers and staff and continue highlighting the program’s
evolution and momentum for the future.

“From the corners of micro-communities to bustling cities,
the Illinois Extension Master Gardener program has become a
trusted source of horticulture education for gardeners across the
state,” said Associate Dean and Director of Extension Shelly
Nickols-Richardson.

“Their impact on the state is felt through lasting relationships
between natural resources, broader agricultural production
and people. We are excited to support an equitable future that
promotes continued growth, engagement, and inclusivity for
all individuals.”

Looking ahead, the Illinois Extension Master Gardener
program will continue to adapt to meet the needs of the state’s
residents and welcome new generations of gardeners from
various backgrounds.

Reinforcing the mission, program leaders will continue
actively eliminating participation barriers.

Hybrid training models have been adopted by the locally
provided Master Gardener programs statewide, aligning with
[llinois Extension’s newly launched 10-year Strategic Plan.

The plan is aimed at advancing digital accessibility, support-
ing families, providing safe and culturally responsible food
sources and promoting sustainability.

Rooted in a legacy of education, environmental stewardship
and the development of impactful gardening projects, Illinois
Extension Master Gardeners are enduringly committed to an-
swering the call for gardening knowledge in Illinois.

Carols at Candlelight presented at St. Anne’s Church

The PAST organization of Union County hosted two holiday season presentations of Carols at Candlelight
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 1, at historic St. Anne’s Church along South Main Street in Anna. The members of Back
Porch Company presented a treasury of Christmas carols at the event. Members of Back Porch Company include
Carla Anderson, Richard Johnson, Stuart Anderson, Jon Mark Aldridge and Warren Anderson.

Call 866-577-6278 for more details
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