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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Happy Valentine’s Day to 
all of our readers. The “big 
day” is Friday, Feb. 14.

***
WIBH Radio in Anna has 

wrapped up its 14th annual 
New Coats, New Hope Cam-
paign. The new coats were 
delivered to their distribu-
tion sites in early February. 
Through a partnership with 
Operation Warm, a non-profit 
organization, the WIBH fund-
raiser collected over $7,000. 
With the addition of shipping 
costs covered by Shipping 
Saint of Anna, the radio sta-
tion purchased a total of 348 
coats for area children in need 
in Southern Illinois. More on 
this to come.

***
Various ailments, including 

flu and COVID, continue to 
circulate in the area.

***
Cobden High School’s 2025 

homecoming royalty includes 
queen Mackenzie Jackson and 
king Randy Calderon.

***
Cobden School District’s  

Hall of Fame inductees for 
Saturday, Feb. 8, included 
Dick Ruggles, Ronald “Doc” 
Casper and Wayne Witthoft. 
Due to cancellation of a home-
coming ballgame, Cobden 
High School’s 2015 baseball 
team will be inducted into the 
hall of fame next season.

***
Seniors in Anna-Jonesboro 

Community High School’s  
Advanced English program 
continue to excel in the Ad-
vanced Placement Literature 
and Composition test. Stu-
dents who pass the AP test 
can also earn free college 
credit. A-JCHS shared on 
social media that the students’ 
success “is a testament to the 
dedication of A-J’s incredible 
English teachers, who have 
worked hard to create an ac-
cessible and effective curric-
ulum that empowers students 
to thrive. Their efforts are 
paying off, and our students 
are achieving great things.”

***
A-JCHS yearbooks are on 

sale.
***

Anna School District 37 an-
nounced on social media that 
new security measures went 
into effect on Feb. 4.

***
Anna School District is 

hosting a Father/Daughter...
Mother/Son Dance for grades 
pre-K through 4 Friday eve-
ning, Feb. 14, and a Valen-
tine’s Day Dance for grades 
5 through 8 on Saturday, Feb. 
15. Sponsors include the Anna 
District 37 PTO, the Beta Club 
and the Student Council.

***  
Kindergarten students in 

Anna School District 37 cele-
brated the 100th day of school 
on Feb. 10.

***
“Appleknockers  Take 

Broadway,” a “Wendy Ron-
na Original Production,” 
is planned Friday evening, 
March 21, in Cobden High 
School’s new gymnasium.

***
(continued on page 2)

Masquerade gala
Union County Chamber of Commerce and Economic Development hosted its tenth annual Chamber Awards 

Gala on Saturday night, Feb. 8. The event took place at the Havisham House in Alto Pass. This year’s theme for 
the event was a masquerade ball, with many of those in attendance wearing classic Venetian carnival masks 
as part of the festivities. Catering for the event was provided by Culinary Fire Fine Catering from Buncombe. 
Entertainment was provided by Diamond Dog. 

The chamber announced its annual award winners at the gala. Melanie Smith of the Union County CEO program 
was named citizen of the year. Honey Heist Mead Co. was honored as the best new business. Dodd Architects 
was recognized as business improvement of the  year. Business of the year honors went to Deaconess Hospital. 
Photo by Benjamin Marxer.

Community art 
project revisited by
Anna City Council

Concrete pillars once used by the railroad stand along 
East Vienna Street in Anna. 

Dyno Nobel completes major 
solar project in Wolf Lake

Dyno Nobel, a global leader 
in commercial explosives, has 
completed construction on a 
$1.7 million ground-mounted 
solar array at its Wolf Lake, 
Illinois, facility. 

Dyno Nobel shared in a 
news release posted on its 
website that the project marks 
a significant step in the com-
pany’s ongoing commitment 
to sustainability, reducing 
greenhouse gas, GHG, emis-
sions and increasing the use 
of renewable energy across its 
global footprint.

The Wolf Lake solar project 
began in 2023 and began gen-
erating electricity in January 
2025. 

The project is expected to 
generate more than 500kW 
of renewable energy annually, 
representing nearly 45 per-
cenet of the facility’s current 
electrical demand and avoid 
approximately 320 metric 
tCO2e annually. 

The anticipated reduction 
in purchased grid electricity 
will reduce operating costs 
by more than US$100,000 
annually.

At a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony with key stakeholders 
on Jan. 21, Incitec Pivot Lim-
ited, IPL, CEO and managing 
director Mauro Neves said, 

“The Wolf Lake solar project 
is a testament to our ongoing 
investment in sustainability 
and reliability across our 
global operations. The Wolf 
Lake facility is a leader in our 
portfolio for its commitment 
to implementing innovative 
solutions that deliver benefits 
to our customers, employees 
and the region. I’m excited 
to see this project power the 
future of this site.”

Dyno Nobel Americas pres-
ident Greg Hayne also cele-
brated the achievement and 
highlighted the expertise of 
the local team in Wolf Lake, 
saying, “This celebration is 
twofold – not only are we cel-
ebrating our team’s dedication 
to environmental steward-
ship, but also the incredible 
expertise and work to realize 
this project by the Wolf Lake 
team. Their efforts will serve 
as a benchmark for future 
initiatives within Dyno Nobel, 
and we’re proud to celebrate 
this achievement with them 
today.”

The Dyno Nobel facility 
at Wolf Lake manufactures 
non-electric detonators and 
cast boosters and is a key 
distribution center, providing 
the products to hundreds of 
domestic and international 

customers.
The facility sits on 456 

acres of land and employs 105 
people. It has been recognized 
by the Illinois Historical So-
ciety as a Centennial business 
and recently celebrated 100 
years of operations in Septem-
ber 2024 with a small banquet 
and dedicated restoration of 
an Atlas era tram truck that 
used a small gauge track to 
move materials around the 
grounds. 

The Dyno Nobel team at 
Wolf Lake also assembled 
a time capsule with various 
items including safety equip-
ment, business cards and 
photos to be opened in 2054.

The Wolf Lake solar array 
project is one of several decar-
bonization projects providing 
IPL with a pathway to a 30 
percent operational GHG re-
duction by 2030, supporting 
the company’s ambition to be 
Net Zero by 2050 or sooner.

An ASX100 company, IPL 
has two industry leading busi-
nesses, Dyno Nobel based in 
the Americas, Asia Pacific 
and Europe, Middle East 
and Africa (EMEA) regions 
and Incitec Pivot Fertilisers 
(IPF), a leading integrated 
manufacturer and distributor 

(continued on page 2)

Zack Rowatt, representing the Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council, shared drawings of a proposed beautification 
project last week with Anna city officials.

Plans for a proposed commu-
nity art beautification project 
were again discussed at last 
week’s regular meeting of the 
Anna City Council.

The meeting was Tuesday 
evening, Feb. 4, at Anna City 
Hall.

The proposed project had 
been presented at a previous 
city council meeting. 

The project involves the 
possible creation of art work 
on 13 concrete pillars which 
are located along East Vienna 
Street and railroad tracks not far 
from downtown Anna.

Shawnee Hills Arts Council 
representative Zack Rowatt 
introduced the project to city 
officials at a recent council 
meeting. Rowatt was in at-
tendance at the council’s Feb. 
4 meeting to share drawings 
which depicted what might be 
done with the pillars.

The pillars are located on 
railroad property. At one time, 
the pillars were reported to have 
been part of a system which 
provided water for steam-pow-
ered locomotives used in the 
railroad transportation system.

While the proposed project is 
in its early stages, city officials 
have voiced their support to 
move forward.

“I truly appreciate the idea,” 
Mayor Steve Hartline said. “I 
think it’s a great idea.”

Rowatt noted that the arts 
council is open to suggestions 
regarding the project.

Other business discussed at 
the Feb. 4 meeting included:

Festivals and other special 
events planned in Anna during 
2025 were highlighted. The 
schedule includes:

The Annabelle Festival, 
scheduled for Saturday, June 
14.

Independence Day activities 
on Friday, July 4, at the Anna 

City Park.
ColorFest, scheduled for 

Saturday, Oct. 11.
Christmas in Downtown 

Anna, set for Saturday, Nov. 29.
Downtown block parties, 

which are planned Friday, June 
20; Friday, July 18; and Friday, 
Aug. 15.

Work continues to draft the 
city’s Fiscal Year 2025-2026 
budget. The city’s new fiscal 
year begins May 1. 

The city will pursue es-
tablishing guidelines for 
ground-mounted solar energy 
arrays.

A dedication and ribbon cutting were held recently for a new solar at Dyno Nobel 
Wolf Lake. Among those who were on hand for the dedication and ribbon cutting 
were the following, as provided by Dyno Nobel: holding the ribbon, Mauro Neves (MD 
and CEO), cutting ribbon: Annette Myers (NONEL operator)/Jason Hacker (booster 
operator), holding ribbon: and Johnny Miller (GMO Wolf Lake).

Also among those in attendance were were Max Miller (Union County Board of 
Commissioners chairman); Ben Wampler (electronics technician), Kevin McNeill 
(VP, HSEOE), Scott Bell (senior VP legal and business affairs), Todd Meunier (VP 
manufacturing), Carl Earnhart (Wolf Lake operations manager), Mitchell Holshouser 
(booster operator), Nathan Lichtenegger (booster operator), Clayton Smith (booster 
operator), Hunter Smith (booster operator) Brian Chapman (booster operator), 
Jim Homco (energy souring manager DNA), Larry Smith (booster Operator), Chad 
Dougherty (booster operator), Greg Hayne (president DNA), Johnny Miller (GMO Wolf 
Lake), Mauro Neves (MD and CEO), Todd Meunier (VP manufacturing DNA), Scott 
Couch (Wolf Lake NONEL lean process engineer and supervisor), Mark Dry (Wolf 
Lake maintenance and facilities manager).
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(continued from page 1)
Stacy Simpson, coordina-

tor of Shawnee Community 
College’s Johnson County 
Extension Center, recently 
celebrated 10 years at the 
college.

***
South Pass Supper and 

Club on North Front Street in 
downtown Cobden and Stin-
son Memorial Public Library 
District’s Cobden branch are 
partners in a “Pizza & Movie 
Night” pop-up library video 
store event which is planned 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, today.

***
Due to uncertain weather 

and widespread illness in the 
region, the SouthernTECH 
2025: Advancing SIU Re-
search, Building Businesses, 
Igniting Smart Growth” con-
ference, originally scheduled 
for Feb. 11 at Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale, 
has been postponed until 
March 4.  www.ready.gov/
earthquakes.

***
The Illinois Department of 

Public Health is focusing on 
heart health during Ameri-
can Heart Month in Febru-
ary. The annual observance 
serves as a reminder to the 
public about the dangers of 
cardiovascular disease and 
the resources that are avail-
able to help people maintain 
heart health.

News Notes

Dyno Nobel Wolf Lake hosts dedication,
ribbon cutting for solar project

A dedication and ribbon cutting were held recently for a new solar at Dyno Nobel 
Wolf Lake. The folks at the plant celebrated the completion of the new renewable 
energy project. Company officials, local leaders and community members gathered 
to celebrate the milestone. Photos from the landmark event were taken by Julia 
Rendleman/AP Content Services for Dyno Nobel and Jessica Pearson with Dyno 
Nobel. 

(continued from page 1)
 of fertilisers across the 

east coast of Australia. 
IPL is an international 

business with world-scale 
explosives and fertilizer 
manufacturing, leading tech-
nology solutions, marketing 
and servicing operations. 

Dyno Nobel is an industry 
leader in blasting technolo-
gy, commercial explosives 

and blasting services. 
With a history dating back 

to the pioneering work of 
Alfred Nobel, Dyno Nobel 
was founded on the princi-
ples of innovation, safety 
and excellence.

Dyno Nobel has a strong 
presence across six conti-
nents, including a global 
network of manufacturing 
facilities and distribution 

channels and delivers reli-
able, efficient and sustain-
able solutions to customers 
across industries including 
mining, quarry and construc-
tion and oil and gas. The 
company’s world-class peo-
ple include some of the most 
highly recognised and expe-
rienced blasting technology 
engineers and blasters in the 
industry.

Weather
High 58, low 24;
0.34 of an inch of rain

Temperatures ranged from 
a high of 58 degrees to a low 
of 24 during the period of 
Feb. 4-10 in Union County.

Precipitation for the period 
totaled 0.34 of an inch.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Feb. 4: high 52, 
low 38.

Wednesday, Feb. 5: high 
55, low 38. 

Thursday, Feb. 6: high 
58, low 37. 0.10 of an inch 
of rain.

Friday, Feb. 7: high 40, low 
35. 0.16 of an inch of rain.

Saturday, Feb. 8: high 54, 
low 34. 0.03 of an inch of 
rain.

Sunday, Feb. 9: high 37, 
low 29. 

Monday, Feb. 10: high 45, 
low 24.

Black directors’
film screening
set at Anna library

A silent film screening fea-
turing two short films by Black 
directors and a silent feature 
film by Black filmmaker Oscar 
Micheaux, a native Illinoisan, is 
planned Feb. 15 at Stinson Me-
morial Public Library in Anna.

The screening is scheduled 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
auditorium at the library, which 
is located at 409 S. Main St. in 
Anna.

A-J ACES
team second
at regional

Anna-Jonesboro Communi-
ty High School’s ACES team 
took second place in its divi-
sion at recent regional compe-
tition at Shawnee Community 
College near Ullin.

Individual medalists for 
A-JCHS included:

Cash Hodges, second in 
math. Lucas Salazar, third in 
math.

TJ Taylor, first in biology, 
second in chemistry. Connor 
Richardson, third in English 
and biology.

Adam Clark, third in chem-
istry. Drue Teske, third in 
physics.

Community prayer walk held in Cobden
The Cobden community came together last Saturday morning for a prayer walk which was held as a sign of 

healing and hope during a time of sorrow. The prayer walk was held at Cobden High School, which is mourning the 
recent passing of a student. Those who gathered for the walk were joined by faith leaders who led those present 
in prayer. On a wet Saturday morning, the walk was held indoors, with participants walking through halls of the 
school building. The walk ended in the lobby of the high school gymnasium, where “Amazing Grace” was sung 
as a sign of unity and more prayers were shared. Prayers were said on Saturday morning for students, friends, 
families and the school’s faculty and staff. The Cobden School District has received support from throughout 
the area during its time of loss.

Arts council, PAST to host
Civil War Weekend events

Shawnee Hills Arts Council 
and the PAST organization of 
Union County are planning to 
host a Civil War Weekend Feb. 
21-22 in Anna.

The weekend will focus on 
what can be learned today from 
the lessons of America’s Civil 
War, which was fought from 
1861 to 1865.

A wide range of activities 
are planned at the Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council during the 
weekend. The arts council is 
located along West Davie Street 
in Anna. The schedule follows:

Blue and Gray Dinner
A Blue and Gray Dinner is 

planned at 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
21.

Guest speaker is scheduled 
to be Norma Lee Hackney, 
Ph.D., who plans to to discuss 
“Four Spies” who changed the 
course of various events during 
the Civil War.  

Hackney noted that the Four 
Spies “had an insatiable appetite 
for life, action and excitement. 
Oddly enough, these spies were 
overlooked by historians.”  

At 6:50 p.m., those attending 
the dinner will be invited to go 
next door to attend a presen-
tation by award winning folk 
musician and folklorist Chris 
Vallillo.

Dinner will be catered by the 
South Pass Supper Club. Menu 
choices are rabbit pot pie, bison 
pot pie or veggie pot pie with 
salad, drinks and dessert. The 
dinner is a fund-raiser for the 
arts council.

Dinner tickets are $25 each. 

Those who would like to attend 
are asked to RSVP by no later 
than Feb. 18 by calling Lee 
Hackney at 904-625-1109 or 
emailing vabchlee@gmail.
com. Those who RSVP will 
be asked to give their pot pie 
menu choice. 

Friday Night Presentation
“Songs of the Illinois Free-

dom Road” will be presented 
at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21, by 
Chris Vallillo.  

He brings the music and 
the stories of the Underground 
Railroad in Illinois to life in 
a show featuring first person 
accounts of Freedom Seekers, 
as well as performances and in-
sights into the music that drove 
this historic movement.

Admission is free and open 
to the community. 

Saturday’s Schedule; 
Guest Speakers

Speakers and exhibits are 
planned from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb 22.

Exhibits include a walk-
through exhibit, “Journey to 
Freedom – Illinois’ Under-
ground Railroad.” 

Picture and story panels tell 
the known history of the Un-
derground Railroad in Illinois. 

The exhibit was created by 
the Looking for Lincoln orga-
nization in Springfield

Speakers and exhibits are all 
free and everyone is invited. 

The following presentations 
by guest speakers are sched-
uled:

9 a.m., “Lincoln’s Brown 
Water Navy” on America’s 

western rivers by Eddie Price, 
a retired history teacher and 
award-winning author. 

10:15 a.m., a historical nar-
rative of the soldiers from 
Johnson County in Southern 
Illinois by Ed and Diane An-
nable, award winning authors.  

The presentation will high-
light battles in which the sol-
diers fought, the “March to the 
Sea” with Gen. Sherman and 
the march in the Grand Review 
in Washington, D.C. 

11:30 a.m., The Presump-
tion of Freedom: The Illinois 
Supreme Court and the Fate 
of Slavery in the Prairie State 
by Dr. Sam Wheeler, director 
of history programs, Illinois 
Supreme Court Historic Pres-
ervation Commission. Illinois 
entered the Union as a free state 
in 1818, but slavery continued 
to exist within its borders for 
decades. 

1 p.m., Harriet Tubman, por-
trayed by historical reenactor 
Marlene Rivero. After escaping 
slavery, Harriet Tubman used 
the Underground Railroad to 
rescue enslaved people. 

Lunch
Lunch will be available start-

ing at 11 a.m. The menu will 
include barbeque, chips and a 
drink for $9 or a hot dog, chips 
and a drink for $7.

More Information
More information about the 

Civil War Weekend is available 
by contacting Lee Hackney by 
email at vabchlee@gmail.com 
or  by phone at cell 1-904-625-
1109. 

County under winter
weather advisory early
Tuesday; light snow falls

An unsettled weather pat-
tern was expected in the re-
gion this week.

That pattern included a win-
ter weather advisory which 
was issued Monday afternoon.

The advisory was issued by 
the National Weather Service 
office in Paducah.

Areas included in advisory 
were portions of Southern 
Illinois, Southeast Missouri 
and Western Kentucky.

The advisory was in ef-
fect from midnight Monday 
through noon Tuesday.

The weather service ad-
vised that mixed precipitation 
was expected in the area cov-
ered by the advisory.

Total snow accumulations 
up to two inches and ice accu-
mulations around a light glaze 
were in the forecast.

Those living in the area 
covered by the advisory 
were advised to plan on 
slippery road conditions. 
The hazardous conditions 
could have had an impact 
on the Tuesday morning and 
evening commutes.

A light dusting of snow 
was on the ground Tuesday 
morning in the area.

The weather service re-
ported that another weather 
system was set to arrive for 
Wednesday into Wednesday 
night. 

As of Monday afternoon, 
forecast models were trend-
ing slightly warmer, limit-
ing mixing of wintry pre-
cipitation to the farthest 
northwestern portions of the 
region. “Most areas will see 
plain rain with this system,” 
the weather service said.

Another round of rain 
and some mixed precipita-
tion was in the forecast for 
Wednesday into Wednesday 
night. 

Over parts of the Ozark 
Foothills into southwest 
Illinois, light accumulations 
of sleet and freezing rain 
may have led to some travel 
impacts early Wednesday 
morning.

Seven day rainfall totals 
of one to four inches will 
lead to the potential of both 
areal and river flooding de-
veloping, especially late this 
week, the weather service 
advised

Southern 7 holds 
pop-up flu 
vaccine clinic

On Feb. 5, Southern 7 
Health Department held a 
pop-up flu vaccine clinic at 
Shawnee Community Col-
lege’s Union County Exten-
sion Center in Anna.

The clinic was held in re-
sponse to the increased rates 
of flu cases in Illinois and the 
surrounding region in recent 
weeks. 

Anyone 18 and older could 
get a flu shot and a COVID 
booster without an appoint-
ment. 

Those still wanting a flu 
and/or COVID shot are in-
vited to contact Southern 7 
Health Department or their 
local healthcare provider to 
make arrangements. 

River to River
Trail Society
hike planned

A River to River Trail 
Society public hike is an-
nounced its first public hike 
of the 2025 spring hiking 
season for Saturday, March 
1 at 1000 Drips in Pope 
County.

The hike is free and open 
to the public. This will be a 
thru-hike of moderate dif-
ficulty 4.4 miles in length, 
with 3.5 hours of hiking 
time. 

The leader of the hike can 
be reached at  618-384-1321 
for more information. 

Hikers are asked to meet at 
10 a.m. at the Indian Kitchen 
Trailhead.

The trail society said the 
hike is intended for people in 
good health who have done 
some hiking. 

Hiking sticks and boots 
or sturdy shoes are recom-
mended. Hikers should bring 
their own water and snacks. 
Hikers are asked to not bring 
dogs.

More information, includ-
ing driving instructions to 
the meeting area, can be 
found online at the River to 
River Trail Society’s website 
at www.rivertorivertrail.net



Change notice below is a correction to 
published statements on January 23, 2025. 
NOTICE OF 2024 ASSESSMENT CHANGES   

   The following is a list of all real estate assess-
ment changes for townships 11-1W, 11-2W, 11-3W, 
11-4W, 12-1W, 12-2W, 12-3W, 12-4W, 13-2W and 
13-3W.  Real estate assessment changes for the 
remaining Townships of 11-1E, 12-1E, 13-1E and 
13-1W are located in the Quadrennial Reassess-
ment Publication. All assessed values are subject to 
revision by the Union County Board of Review, as 
well as by local and state equalization.
   This publication is made in accordance with sec-
tion 12-10 of the Property Tax Code and serves as 
public notice to property owners that the median 
level of assessment in Union county for the 2024 
tax year payable in 2025 is 30.75% based on three 
years of sales transactions from 2021-2023. The 
statutory median level is 33.33% of fair market val-
ue for all property other than farmland.
   In accordance with section 9-210 and section 10-
115 of the property tax code, an equalization factor 
of 1.08 has been applied to bring assessments to 
the statutorily required three -year median level of 
33.33%  for the townships of 11-1E, 11-1W, 11-2W, 
11-3W, 11-4W, 12-1E, 12-1W, 12-2W, 12-3W, 12-
4W, 13-1E, 13-1W, 13-2W and 13-3W as follows:
 Farm Land    1.0000
 Farm Improvement  1.0000
 Non-Farm Land  1.0800
 Non-Farm Improvements   1.0800
    You may check the accuracy of your non-farm 
assessment by dividing your non-farm assessment 
by the median level of assessment. The resulting 
value should equal the estimated fair market value 
of the property. If the resulting value is greater than 
the estimated fair market value of your property, you 
may be over-assessed.  If the resulting value is less 
than the estimated fair market value of your proper-
ty, you may be under-assessed.  
   Property owners who consider their property to 
be incorrectly assessed may submit a written com-
plaint with the Union County Board of Review in 
accordance with section 16-55 of the Property Tax 
Code. All complaints must be filed with the Super-
visor of Assessments within 30 days following the 
date of this publication at:  309 W. Market Street, 
Room 128 Jonesboro, Illinois  62952. 
All publications can be viewed at unioncountyil.gov.  
Please call our office if you have any questions. You 
may reach us at 618-833-8051 from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
    The equalized assessed value of your property 
minus exemptions is multiplied by the tax rate to 
arrive at the taxes you will pay.  The tax rate is de-
termined by the amount the taxing bodies levy in 
your tax districts.
  
Tammy Robinson, CIAO
Supervisor of Assessments
Union County

Change notice below is a correction to 
published statements on January 23, 2025. 

NOTICE OF 2024 QUADRENNIAL 
REASSESSMENT  

   The following is a list of all real estate assessments 
for townships 11-1E, 12-1E, 13-1E, and 13-1W in 
Union County. All assessed values are subject to 
revision by the Board of Review, as well as by lo-
cal and state equalization. All properties are subject 
to equalization in accordance with Section 9-210 of 
the Property Tax Code other than those assessed 
as farm under Sections 10-110 through 10-140 and 
10-170 through 10-200 of the Property Tax Code.
   This publication, which is made in accordance 
with section 12-10 of the Property Tax Code, serves 
as public notice to property owners that the median 
level of assessment in Union county for the 2024 
tax year payable in 2025 is 30.75% based on three 
years of sales transactions from 2021-2023. The 
statutory median level of assessment is 33.1/3% of 
fair market value for all property other than farm-
land. 
   In accordance with section 9-210 and section 10-
115 of the property tax code, an equalization factor 
of 1.08 has been applied to bring assessments to 
the statutorily required three-year median level of 
33.33% for the townships of 11-1E, 11-1W, 11-2W, 
11-3W, 11-4W, 12-1E, 12-1W, 12-2W, 12-3W, 12-
4W, 13-1E, 13-1W, 13-2W and 13-3W as follows:
 Farm Land    1.0000
 Farm Improvements  1.0000
 Non-Farm Land  1.0800
 Non-Farm Improvements   1.0800
 You may check the accuracy of your non-farm 
assessment by dividing your assessment by the 
median level of assessment. The resulting value 
should equal the estimated fair market value of the 
property. If the resulting value is greater than the 
estimated fair market value of your property, you 
may be over-assessed. If the resulting value is less 
than the fair cash value of your property, you may 
be under-assessed.  
   Property owners who consider their property to be 
incorrectly assessed may submit a written complaint 
with the Union County Board of Review in accor-
dance with section 16-55 of the Property Tax Code.  
All Complaints must be filed with the Supervisor of 
Assessments within 30 days following the date of 
this publication at 309 W. Market Street, Room 128 
Jonesboro, Illinois 62952.  
All publications may be viewed at unioncountyil.gov.  
Please call our office if you have any questions. You 
may reach us at 618-833-8051 from 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
 The equalized assessed value of your property 
minus exemptions is multiplied by the tax rate to 
arrive at the taxes you will pay.  The tax rate is de-
termined by the amount the taxing bodies levy in 
your tax districts.
Tammy Robinson, CIAO
Supervisor of Assessments
Union County

2 Timothy 4:7 reads, “I have fought the good fight, I have fin-
ished the race, I have kept the faith.”

Do you have regrets? It might be from wrong choices or bad 
choices.  Perhaps, we have made a choice that hurt others, 

even offended others, or caused them to stumble. Paul was a 
man who did, but he was able to live a full life 1 Tim 1:12-14.  
We can learn from his example.  To live a full life, we are re-

quired to accomplish 3 tasks. 
First, we are required to fight the good fight.  To accomplish 

this task, Christians must possess the proper attitude.  We must 
remember that not all causes are worth fighting.  However, 

Christians cannot be spectators.  Christians must be active, en-
gaging with the world, Acts 17:16-17.  Also, we must be prop-

erly equipped for this fight Ephesians 6:10-11.
Secondly, we are required to finish the course.  It has been 

said many times that Christianity is a marathon, not a sprint.  
To begin a race, one must find the starting point, enroll for a 
spot among the competitors, and agree to follow the rules of 

the race. A failure to observe any of those elements will cause 
one to be disqualified.  The same goes for the Christian race.  

Jesus has sent the starting point Acts 2:38, has enrolled us into 
the racethe race Acts 2:47, and has given us his rules John 8:24. To 

finish the race it takes patience and practice to see the end of 
the line.

Thirdly, we are required to keep our faith.  The most valuable 
possession that a Christian can have is the truth of God’s word 

in their heart Proverbs 23:23. We must possess a strong, 
secure place in which to place the truth; our heart. We must 

also guard this heart with a watchful eye. If we want to be free 
then we must value the truth and obey Hebrews 5:9.

TTo live a full life, man must understand why we are here Ec-
clesiastes 12:13. Have you thought about it lately?

Cooper Johnson receives 
second degree black belt

Cooper Johnson recently 
received his second degree 
black belt in the art of Chun-
JiDo at Coffman’s Martial 
Arts Academy in Anna.  

Cooper Johnson is the son 
of Wes and Crystal Johnson 
of Dongola. 

He started martial arts, spe-
cifically Taekwondo, at the 
age of 9.  Through hard work 
and dedication, Johnson, 21, 
now holds black belts in three 
different arts. He is a third 
degree in Taekwondo, a first 
degree in Bojutsu, and now a 
second degree in ChunJiDo. 

ChunJiDo is an art that 
was created by Grandmas-
ter Robert Cutrell in 1996 
consisting of Karate, Tae-
kwondo, Nippon Jujitsu, and 
Hapkido.  The art teaches 
kata, sparring, self-defense, 
rolling/falling, throwing, 
breaking, and escrima (stick 
fighting) along with hon-
or, integrity, perseverance, 

Second degree earned
Cooper Johnson of Dongola has tested for and 

earned his second degree black belt in ChunJiDo. Photo 
provided.  

self-control, and indomitable 
spirit. 

The second degree black 
belt test in ChunJiDo is re-
ported to be the most strenu-
ous, physically and mentally. 
The two-hour test pushed 
Johnson, but he showed ex-
emplary skill and spirit. 

The judges’ panel included 
Grandmaster Robert Cutrell 
of ChunJiDo International, 
Master Heather Coffman 
(owner of Coffman’s Martial 
Arts), Sensei Jerry Richey 
(Ambassador of ChunJiDo 
International), and Sensei 
Nathan Steele (owner of 
Evansville ChunJiDo Acad-
emy). 

A candlelight ceremony 
was held at Coffman’s Mar-
tial Arts on January 20 to 
officially award Johnson his 
second degree black belt. 
The ceremony was attended 
by many students, family and 
friends. 

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                                                                               By Suzan Harvel

Flu Bugs Pay a Visit
The flu hit our household 

this past week. The only one 
who escaped was the cat. To 
make life even more difficult 
we had two strains…type A 
and the stomach flu. 

I drew the cards for the lat-
ter. I can attest you don’t want 
it. Both are vicious and have 
left us all with weak bodies, 
sore throats, lousy appetites, 
weird sleep patterns, short 
tempers and cabin fever. 

We were sick during the 
best of the weather and are 
recovering just in time for 
winter to dump more snow 
and possibly ice. Yuk again. 

I also missed a week of 
work and that ticks me off, 
because I enjoy my job.  Oh 
well…nothing much to do 
about it, but pick up and go 
on. 

Civil War Weekend
Make sure you sign up for 

the Civil War Weekend event 

Union 
County 
Fixin’s 

By Suzan Harvel
Chicken 

Enchilada Dip
1 1/2 8-oz blocks of cream 

cheese
1 1/2 cups shredded rotis-

serie chicken 
1 15-oz can of black beans, 

rinsed and drained
1 1/2 cups shredded pepper 

jack cheese, with 1/2 cup set 
aside for later

1 1/2 cups shredded cheddar 
cheese, with 1/2 cup set aside 
for later

1 cup enchilada sauce
2 4-oz cans of green chilies
2 teaspoons taco seasoning
 Mix all ingredients together 

except reserved cheese. Place 
in a baking dish sprayed with 
cooking spray. Top with re-
served cheeses and bake for 20 
to 25 minutes at 350 degrees. 

Serve warm and refrigerate 
leftovers. 

at the Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council/Anna Arts Center, if 
you haven’t already. 

Tickets for the Blue and 
Gray Dinner are $25 and the 
deadline is Feb. 18. Call Lee 
Hackney at 904-625-1109 for 
reservations. 

Dinner will be catered by 
South Pass Supper Club. 
Menu choices are rabbit pot 
pie, bison pot pie or veggie 
pot pie, plus salad, drinks and 
dessert. Doors open at 5 p.m. 
and dinner is at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 22, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., speakers and 
exhibits are planned for the 
“Journey to Freedom-Illi-
nois’ Underground Railroad” 
event. 

Lunch is offered at 11 a.m. 
for $9 for barbeque, chips 
and drink or $7 for a hot dog, 
chips and drink. 

M i l l  C re e k  B a p t i s t 
Church

Mill Creek Baptist Church 
planned to have its annual 
Valentine’s dinner Wednes-
day night, Feb. 12.

I was looking forward to it 
and I am also looking forward 
to the potluck dinner we plan 
to have Sunday, Feb. 16, after 
morning services.

Our church family needs 
some good times and fellow-
ship of late. Two families in 
our church have experienced 
tragedy and the loss of loved 

ones way too soon. 
Please keep the family of 

Cheryl Davis in prayer, as her 
family lost her this past week 
to cancer. Kevin Sullens’ 
family also need our prayers 
as he lost a son after a heart 
attack at a very young age. 

Also keep the following in 
prayer for various concerns: 
Patty Barra, cancer; Cookie 
Tripp-Godwin, infection; Ra-
chel Chamness, health; Jim 
Helton, tests; Pauline Neigh-
bors, health; and the Harvel 
household as we recover.

Brother Bobby Richardson 
gave his sermon this Sunday 
on what true love is. 

The Bible mentions love 
repeatedly. John 3:16 tells 
us that … “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
son” for us. 1 Corinthians 13, 
gives us the definition of love 
and tells us what love isn’t. 
It’s quite a list. 

Luke 23: 34 showed us 
Jesus’ love when He asked 
God to “…Forgive them, for 
they do not know what they 
do” as He was crucified. 
Unimaginable, isn’t it. Love 
that strong. 

If we each just used but 
a tiny portion of the love 
and compassion expressed 
in these passages, the world 
would be transformed. 

Happy Valentine’s Day, 
everyone.

Donation supports
effort to combat
food insecurity

The Fowler Bonan Foun-
dation reports that it has 
received a generous dona-
tion from Laborers’ Local 
773 Union, continuing their 
long-standing partnership 
to combat food insecurity 
across Southern Illinois.

Laborers’ Local 773 has 
been dedicated to improving 
the lives of those in their 
community since 1940 and 
their ongoing collaboration 
with the Fowler Bonan Foun-
dation has made a significant 
impact on families in need.

In 2024, the two orga-
nizations worked together 
to distribute thousands of 
meals, including the delivery 
of 300 turkeys during the 
Thanksgiving season. 

Their combined efforts 
have been instrumental in 
addressing food insecurity 
in some of the region’s most 
underserved areas.

Founded 24 years ago, the 
Fowler Bonan Foundation 
focuses on two main initia-
tives: Clothes for SI Kids 

and Heaven’s Kitchen. 
Last year, they clothed 

over 900 children with new 
school clothes and served 
over 14,000 hot meals to 
individuals and families 
throughout Southern Illinois.

“This donation from La-
borers’ Local 773 allows us 
to continue our work and 
reach even more people in 
need,” said Dale Fowler, 
Fowler Bonan Foundation 
founder and chairman, in a 
news release. 

“We’re grateful for their 
ongoing support and part-
nership as we work together 
to strengthen our commu-
nities.”

Donations like these help 
Heaven’s Kitchen continue 
its mission to provide free, 
hot meals to those in need 
every week, ensuring that no 
one in the community has to 
go hungry, Fowler said.

For more information visit 
the foundation’s website at 
www.fowlerbonanfounda-
tion.com.

Union County sheriff
to offer scholarship

Union County Sheriff David 
Wilkins announces that the 
Illinois Sheriffs’ Association, 
ISA, will be awarding over 
$58,000 in college scholar-
ships throughout the State of 
Illinois to students who are 
wanting to pursue higher ed-
ucation during the 2025-2026 
academic year. 

The scholarships are to be 
applied to tuition, books and 
fees only. 

The student must be enrolled 
full-time at a certified institution 
of higher learning within the 
State of Illinois, full-time. On-
line learning at an Illinois-based 
school is also acceptable.

Sheriff Wilkins will be 
awarding one scholarship in 
the amount of $1,000.

There will be no restriction 
on any applicant by reason of 
race, age, creed, color, sex or 
national origin. 

The only limitations are as 
follows:

• Applicants must be perma-
nent Illinois residents.

•Scholarships must be uti-
lized at institutions of higher 

learning within the State of Il-
linois, including those offering 
online learning.

•Students must be enrolled 
as a full-time student during the 
2025-2026 school year (exclud-
ing summer session).

Applications are available 
at the sheriff’s office, which 
is located at the Union County 
Courthouse in Jonesboro.

Applications also are avail-
able on the ISA website at 
https://www.ilsheriff.org/
youth-2/. 

Go to College Scholarship 
Program, where a typeable PDF 
can be found. 

Students must complete the 
application, answer the essay 
question, and return all docu-
mentation to the sheriff’s office 
in their permanent county of 
residence by March 14, 2025 
(applications must be post-
marked by this date). 

For more information, con-
tact the Union County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Illinois Sheriffs’ 
Association, a high school 
advising center or a college 
financial aid office.
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WIBH New Coats, New Hope 
campaing collects over $7000

On December 20, WIBH 
Radio in Anna wrapped-up 
its 14th annual New Coats, 
New Hope Campaign. The 
new coats were delivered to 
their distribution sites in early 
February.

Through a partnership with 
Operation Warm, a non-prof-
it organization, the WIBH 
fundraiser collected over 
$7,000. With the addition of 
shipping costs covered by 
Shipping Saint of Anna, the 
radio station purchased a total 
of 348 coats for area children 
in need in Southern Illinois. 

Over the past 14 years, 
the New Coats, New Hope 
Campaign has raised more 
than $85,000 and purchased 
over 4300 coats.

Since 2011, WIBH has 
partnered with local agencies 
in this effort to raise aware-
ness and distribute the coats. 

T&I Office Equipment 
printed the outreach flyers, 
while transportation of the 
coats was provided by Shaw-
nee Mass Transit and Duck 
Works Lawncare. 

Coat distribution part-

Coat campaign a success
The 2024 WIBH New Coats, New Hope Campaign ended a successful year collecting 

over $7000 to purchase 348 coats for kids in Southern Illinois. Coats were delivered 
to their sites in early February and are now available for families in need to pick-up 
at Arrowleaf, the Children’s Medical & Mental Resource Center, Rural Health, Inc., 
and Southern 7 Head Start. In the 14 years of the radio station’s partnership with 
Operation Warm, over $85,000 has been raised; purchasing over 4300 coats. Pictured 
Top row: Moury Bass, co-owner of WIBH Radio and Angela Temke with Arrowleaf; 
Chase Hileman and Jodie Stewart with Rural Health, Inc., and Moury Bass. Second 
row: Ginger Meyer, Moury Bass, Elaina Spalt, Abi Cowser-Barnett, and Tiffany 
Vincente; Dakota Ticer and Deztinee Godwin with Duck Works Lawncare. Bottom 
row: Emilee Awbrey with Shipping Saint; Head Start. All agencies wish to thank the 
many donors that make this campaign possible.  Photos provided by WIBH Radio.  

ners are Arrowleaf, Chil-
dren’s Medical and Mental 
Health Resource Network 
(CMMHRN), Rural Health, 
Inc. and Southern 7 Head 
Start.

“We want to thank ev-
eryone who contributed to 
the New Coats, New Hope 
Campaign.” said Moury Bass, 
WIBH Co-Owner. “We con-
tinue to be amazed at the gen-
erosity of our listeners. We 
look forward to continuing 
this beneficial campaign for 
many years to come.”

The coats, which arrived 
in early February, have been 
distributed through the part-
nering agencies to kids ages 
3 to 16 living in the lower 45 
counties in Illinois affected 
by abuse, neglect, disaster 
and family need. No paper-
work or proof of income is 
required to receive a coat.

It is estimated that 20% 
of Southern Illinois children 
live in poverty and a warm 
coat is an essential item for 
each of them. A new coat 
promotes self-esteem, school 
attendance, outdoor play, and 

gives parents and children a 
sense of security.

Operation Warm is a na-
tional nonprofit that creates 
brand new, high-quality coats 
for children in need. This or-
ganization partners with com-
passionate individuals and 
organizations across North 
America to give a gift of 
warmth, confidence and hope 
to millions of children.

In addition to coats, this 
April WIBH and its partners 
will hold its 4th annual Warm 
Soles, New Hope shoe drive 
to purchase new shoes for 
kids as part of Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. More 
details about this effort will 
be released in coming weeks.

For more information call 
Arrowleaf at 618-658-3079, 
CMMHRN at 618-833-6488, 
Rural Health at 618-833-
4471,

Southern 7 Head Start at 
618-634-2297, or visit the 
WIBH New Coats,  New 
Hope Campaign on Face-
book. To learn more about 
Operation warm, visit oper-
ationwarm.org.

Farmers, landowners share
concerns about deer damage

By Hannah Spangler
FarmWeek

Facing escalating crop 
damage, the Jasper and Clark 
County Farm Bureaus hosted 
a meeting for local farmers 
and landowners to voice their 
concerns to the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es, IDNR.

During the Jan. 21 meeting 
in Newton, IDNR shared 
information and answered 
questions regarding local 
deer populations and hunting 
regulations.

“The deer nuisance prob-
lem is very serious in my 
district. It’s something that 
needs attention,” state Rep. 
Adam Niemerg, R-Dieterich, 
told FarmWeek at the start of 
the meeting. 

“We’re here today to make 
sure that those voices are 
heard and to make sure we’re 
doing the right thing moving 
forward on the deer popula-
tion issue.”

There are two legal ways 
to remove deer in Illinois: 
licensed hunting and deer 
removal permits issued by 
IDNR. Deer removal per-
mits can be granted if deer 
are damaging property or 
threatening public health and 
safety.

“When it comes to limited 
quotas (on the harvest of deer 
per hunter), we see those come 
into place in the firearm level 
or season,” IDNR forest wild-
life program manager Dan 
Skinner said at the meeting.

“In Illinois, our manage-
ment unit for deer is set at the 
county level. So, we make our 
management decisions at the 
county level.”

Skinner said IDNR is re-
assessing how it calculates 
an area’s deer population to 
ensure an adequate number of 

A white-tailed deer in a Southern Illinois corn field. 
File photo.
tags are available. 

This includes updating and 
standardizing the deer-vehicle 
accident, DVA, reporting sys-
tem used to help decide quotas 
during the firearm season. 

In recent years however, 
Skinner said IDNR has dis-
covered the DVA data “might 
not be telling the whole story 
of what’s going on.”

An objective of IDNR’s re-
search with Southern Illinois 
University, which will begin 
in July 2025, is to look for 
additional ways to estimate 
county-by-county deer pop-
ulation density. Skinner said 
this research is expected to 
wrap up in June 2026.

“There is no doubt we are 
facing devastation in our 
fields,” Jasper County farmer 
Bruce Lewis told FarmWeek. 

“It was very important for 
IDNR and our representative 
to be at this meeting and take 
our ideas to the state to help us 
control the population.”

IDNR encouraged farmers 
who are facing crop damage 
like Lewis to submit photos 
of the damage to their district 
biologist. 

After proving damage, they 
can receive 10 permits to re-
move deer from the field. 

Each Illinois district biol-
ogist can be found online at 
wildlifeillinois.org/idnr-dis-
trict-wildlife-biologist/.

“Farm Bureau members 
throughout the state have 
made it clear that this is a 
top issue for them, and we 
have made it a legislative 
priority this spring,” said 
Anna McKinley, Illinois Farm 
Bureau assistant director of 
state legislation, addressing 
IFB’s ongoing efforts to find 
a solution. 

“We have been working 
with legislators and stakehold-
ers to introduce legislation 
that gives landowners more 
tools for deer management 
on their own properties, while 
also encouraging doe harvest 
during regular hunting sea-
sons.”

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

30 years of care
Dr. Aaron Hepp celebrated 30 years of providing 

chiropractic care and serving Union County on Feb. 1. 
Photographer Martha Ann Webb.

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is set to host an inspiring 
documentary film festival on 
Saturday, March 22, from 
12 to 6 p.m. at the college’s 
Educational Center in Ullin. 

This festival, facilitated by 
Legacy Training, Inc., ​​collab-
orates with the Illinois Human-
ities Council and Foreground 
Rural Southern Hub. The event 
is dedicated to showcasing 
compelling non-fiction films 
that inform, inspire, and en-
gage audiences through the 
power of storytelling.

Attendees will experience a 
carefully curated selection of ​
diverse documentaries cover-
ing social issues, politics, art, 
human rights, culture and more. 

Through real-life stories 
and unique perspectives, this 
festival aims to highlight un-
derreported topics and foster 
meaningful community dis-
cussions.

A key ​e​vent highlight will 
be local filmmakers engag-
ing directly with audiences 

Shawnee Community College hosts 
documentary film festival

to share insights into their 
creative processes, the stories 
behind their films, and the 
broader societal issues their 
work addresses. 

Featured films will include:
“I, Too, Dream Ameri-

can” by Tomas Cortez (10 
minutes). A moving short 
documentary on the impact 
of DACA’s ending on two 
Southern Illinois University 
students.

“Footprints in the Sky”  
by Daniel Rodriguez (39 
minutes). An exploration of 
the first group of Purepecha 
families that arrived in Cob-
den, from Cherán, Michoacán, 
Mexico.

“On the Battlefield” by  P. 
Sniadecki (16 minutes). A 
tribute to Cairo, Ill. and its 
historical significance in the 
fight for racial justice.

“Kathryn and Her Daugh-
ters” by Sandra Pfeifer (45 
min). A compelling look at a 
Southern Illinois rural home-
maker who raised 7 children 
in a traditional rural lifestyle 
in the 1950s and whose life 
exemplifies the history of the 
changing role of women in 
rural America.

“Walk with Me: The Story 
of Judge Damon J. Keith” 

by Jesse Nesser  (103 min). 
A powerful film on the life 
and legacy of the civil rights 
judge.

“The Adventures of Rob-
ert Russell’s Blues” by Dan 
Johnson (47 min). The com-
bination of stories and songs 
examines the Southern Illinois 
musician’s travels and expe-
riences.

“Juneteenth: A Long Walk 
to Freedom” by Abby Asher, 
(30 min). A deep dive into the 
history and significance of 
Juneteenth.

“Against All the Odds: A 
Story of Courage, Commu-
nity, and Spirit in East St. 
Louis” by Sandra Pfeifer (60 
min). A powerful narrative 
of resilience and commu-
nity strength. This film is a 
commentary on how racial 
discrimination in a once rising 
Industrial city eventually pro-
duced the only all Black city 
in America.

This festival is an opportu-
nity for Southern Illinois res-
idents and beyond to connect, 
learn and celebrate the art of 
documentary filmmaking. 
Admission is free, and all 
community members, stu-
dents, and film enthusiasts are 
encouraged to attend.

NASA invests in creation of Illinois grasslands map
By Hannah Spangler

FarmWeek
A University of Illinois 

doctoral candidate received 
a $150,000 investment from 
NASA to create a detailed 
grassland map using remote 
sensing.

Wendy Dorman, the recip-
ient of the prestigious three-
year research grant, plans to 
map grassland habitats across 
Illinois, where 99 percent of 
the prairies have vanished.

Her goals include finding 
out which habitat features are 
most important for endangered 
birds to maximize best practic-
es to protect them in the small 
amount of grassland available.

“I’ve been really frustrated 
by the lack of available data 
to use when trying to under-
stand what’s happening to 
birds,” Dorman said, adding 
that current research is not at 
the level needed for making 
management decisions and 

conducting effective mod-
eling.

Dorman will use remote 
sensing, which involves using 
satellite imagery to collect 
information, to produce a 
high-quality map of the cold 
and warm season grasses in 
grasslands across the state.

She believes this will help 
provide targeted support to 
individual bird species based 
on their survival needs.

“It’s important for conser-
vation and for management 
and wildlife or other environ-
mental reasons that we have a 
good idea of where grasslands 
are and what their qualities 
are,” said Mike Ward, U of I 
professor in the Department 
of Natural Resources and En-
vironmental Sciences, NRES.

The research can also ben-
efit farmers enrolling in con-
servation programs and help 
enhance habitats for birds like 
quail and pheasants, Ward 

explained. The detailed maps 
can show where to place 
grasslands to maximize agri-
cultural and new environmen-
tal benefits.

Ward told FarmWeek that 
the use of remote sensing in 
grasslands is a lot like the use 
of precision technology in agri-
culture. They are working with 
small amounts of grassland and 
using technology to optimize 
conservation practices.

“A strategic placement of 
habitat can go a long way,” 
he said. “Right now, it’s kind 
of overwhelming to have so 
much information and so 
much data. But as we go on, 
all this information will keep 
on coming in and we’ll be able 
to do a better job of managing 
our resources.”

Research has  a l ready 
started on a small scale, and 
Dorman and her team are 
preparing to ramp things up. 
This semester, she will work 

with students from natural 
resources and environmental 
sciences, computer science 
and physics to bring together 
the different disciplines need-
ed for the project.

She hopes to have prelim-
inary results around March 
or April  before moving 
into fieldwork throughout 
the spring and summer. The 
fieldwork will help compare 
satellite data with real-life 
observations.

“You need to actually phys-
ically go into the field and see 
what is on the ground,” Dor-
man said. “We don’t just trust 
the models that we produce, 
we compare them against 
what’s actually in the field.”

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.
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News from

Camp Ground Church, Community
Due to all the sickness in 

our church family and com-
munity, all services were 
canceled at Camp Ground on 
Feb. 2, including our Heritage 
Day potluck.

Our attendance this past 
Sunday was down as some are 
still under the weather.

Bro. Easton’s sermon was 
titled “Grand Plans,” based on 
Jeremiah 29.

The sermon stated: “We 
make plans all the time – 
about food, clothes, job, re-
tirement, etc. We are always 
looking forward. 

“But do we get ahead of 
ourselves? Only God knows 
what He has for us. God’s 

plans are for our good and for 
His glory.

“Human concerns are our 
downfall. We must ask for 
God’s guidance when we plan 
each day rather than focus on 
what we want. 

“As recorded in Matthew, 
Jesus told his disciples that 
if anyone would follow Him, 
they must deny themselves, 
and take up their cross.

“When we put aside what 
we want for what God wants, 
we are denying ourselves.

Callie and Caroline Pind 
rang the bell to begin the wor-
ship service. Raelynn Bonner 
and Conner Pind received the 
tithes and offerings.  

Camp Ground Church’s 
elder for February is  Sandra 
Boaz.

Tymber Roach’s birthday 
was Feb. 12.

Camp Ground Church in-
vites anyone who does not 
have a church home to join 
them in study and worship any 
or every Sunday. 

Fellowship and coffee are 
at 9:15 a.m., followed by Bi-
ble study for all ages at 9:30 
a.m. and morning worship at 
10:30 a.m. 

The church is located at the 
intersection of Camp Ground 
Road and Tunnel Lane east of 
Anna and just north of Illinois 
Route 146.

Auditions scheduled for new regional chorus
A new musical opportu-

nity is coming to Southern 
Illinois.

The Southern Illinois Re-
gional Concert Chorus is 
preparing to launch its inau-
gural season. 

Founded by Harold S. 
Jones and under the direction 
of Nighel Byrd, the chorus 
aims to bring together tal-
ented voices from across the 
region to perform classical 
choral masterpieces.

Auditions for the newly 
formed chorus are planned at 
the Harold S. Jones Fine Arts 
Center at 815 Commercial 
Ave. in Cairo.

The auditions are sched-
uled from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 22, and from 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 23.

The chorus is open to indi-
viduals from high school to 
adults, and there is no cost to 
participate.

The chorus plans to per-
form works by Mozart, Ver-
di, Vivaldi, and other choral 
masters, Jones said in a news 
release.

He said the chorus will 
offer singers an opportunity 
“to participate in an inspiring 
musical experience.”

“This is an exciting oppor-

tunity to unite voices from 
across the region and create 
something truly special,” 
Jones said. “We welcome 
anyone with a passion for 
choral music to join us as 
we embark on this journey.”

Jones added that  the 
Southern Illinois Regional 
Concert Chorus “is set to 
become a cornerstone of 
the area’s musical land-
scape, providing a platform 
for singers to develop their 
talents while performing 
timeless works.”

For more information 
about the chorus, call 618-
306-5785


