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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

Old Man Winter appeared 
to have baked a snow cake last 
week. Plenty of the one neces-
sary ingredient was available.

***
The National Weather Ser-

vice office in Paducah has 
advised that river flooding, 
mainly on the Ohio and Green 
rivers, will improve this week 
as water levels are either 
cresting or have begun to 
fall. Temperatures will be 
above normal, a very welcome 
change following the extreme 
cold last week.

***
Spring severe weather 

awareness and preparedness 
campaigns are planned during 
early March in Illinois, Mis-
souri and Kentucky.

***
Ash Wednesday, the begin-

ning of the church’s season of 
Lent, is March 5.

***
An American Red Cross 

blood drive is scheduled 
from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 5, in the li-
brary at Cobden High School.

***
Anna-Jonesboro Commu-

nity High School is congrat-
ulating assistant principal 
Michelle Stevens and PE 
teacher Kerri Jones-Treece 
for receiving the Award of 
Excellence from the Illinois 
State Board of Education. 
They are among more than 
500 educators across Illinois 
recognized by the state board.

***
The Union County Sheriff’s 

Office in Jonesboro plans to 
conduct testing for dispatcher 
positions on March 4.

***
Hannah Prendergast Pho-

tography has a new studio 
at the Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council’s old Anna city hall 
building.

***
FFA Week is being celebrat-

ed this week at Anna-Jones-
boro Community High School 
with special activities.

***
A fund-raiser in support of 

the Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School Marching 
Wildcats band was planned 
Monday afternoon and eve-
ning at Pizza Villa in Anna.

***
The Cobden Village Board 

of Trustees has approved the 
appropriation of $92,000 in 
state motor fuel tax funds for 
street and highway mainte-
nance work in 2025.

***
Renewal of 911 call han-

dling agreements between
(continued on page 2)

Milder conditions this week

Winter storm brought 
heavy snow, bitter cold 
temperatures to region

Last week’s snow and bitter 
cold temperatures have given 
way to milder weather in the 
region.  

Highs in the 50s and 60s 
were expected early this week. 
Highs last week on several 
days only made it into the teens 
and 20s.

Heavy snow fell Tuesday 
night and early Wednesday, 
Feb. 18-19, in the region. 

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah reported 
that right on the heels of a 
major flooding event, which 
produced rainfall amounts of 2 
to 7 inches on Feb. 15, the area 
was transformed into a winter 
wonderland as snow quickly 
spread across the area on the af-
ternoon and evening of Feb. 18.

Roads quickly became snow 
covered due to temperatures 
only in the teens to low 20s. 

Parts of I-57 and I-24 were 
briefly closed overnight due 
to poor road conditions and 
accidents. 

By the morning of Feb. 19, 
much of the Southern Illi-
nois, Southeast Missouri and 
Western Kentucky region had 
received anywhere from 3 to 
8 inches of snow. Localized 
higher amounts up to 11 inches 
were observed in Southeast 
Missouri. 

Wind gusts around 25 miles 
per hour also accompanied the 
event, leading to some blowing 
and drifting of the snow which 
made measuring it a bit of a 
challenge.

Snowfall amounts in the 
Union County area and in the 
surrounding region reported by 
the weather service included:

8.3 inches near Dongola.
7.7 inches in Cobden.
7.0 inches near Cobden.
An estimated 6.0 inches in 

Jonesboro.
5.9 inches in Murphysboro.
5.0 inches near Marion.
5.0 inches near Carbondale.
An estimated 6.0 inches in 

Tamms.
An estimated 6.0 inches near 

Brookport.
An estimated 5.0 inches in 

Pulaski.
6.0 inches in Vienna.
4.0 inches near Cypress.
11.0 inches near Patton in 

Southeast Missouri.
8.0 inches near Cape Gi-

rardeau.
The winter storm was ac-

companied by bitter cold tem-
peratures and wind chills. 

A cold weather advisory 
was issued for the region for 
Thursday, Feb. 20. Wind chills 
as low as 15 degrees below 
zero were possible.

The weather service advised 
that extended periods below 
freezing could have put a strain 
on infrastructure and also 
would have been dangerous to 
those without adequate shelter.

The weather service office 
reported that records were 
broken last week for both low 
and high cold temperatures.

A record low for the date 
of 4 degrees below zero was 
reported Friday morning, Feb. 
21, in Cape Girardeau. That 
broke a record of 5 degrees 
set in 1963. Records have 
been kept since 1960 in Cape 
Girardeau.

A record low of 3 degrees 
below zero was reported Fri-
day morning in Carbondale. 
The record had been 3 degrees, 
which was set in 1963. Records 
have been kept in Carbondale 
since 1898.

The weather service office 
reported that record cold high 
temperatures  for the date were 
shattered across the region on 
Thursday, Feb. 20, when read-
ings were only in the teens and 
low 20s.

The high in Paducah was 
21 degrees last Thursday. That 
broke a record of 30 which 
had been set in 2006. Records 
have been kept in Paducah 
since 1937.

The high in Cape Girardeau 
on Feb. 20 was a record 19. 
The record had been 28, which 
was set in 2006.

The high in Carbondale on 
Feb. 20 was a record 16. The 
record had been 24, which was 
set in 1929.

Last week’s snow and bitter 
cold led to numerous closings 
and cancellations.

The Union County Court-
house in Jonesboro was closed 
Wednesday, Feb. 19, due to 
the severe weather. The court-
house reopened at 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 20.

Due to the weather forecast, 
a regular meeting of the Anna 
City Council scheduled for 
Tuesday evening, Feb. 18, 
was moved to 3 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 21.

A Jonesboro City Council 
meeting planned for Feb. 18 
was moved to Monday, Feb. 
24.

Union County public schools 
closed due to the weather. 

Shawnee Community Col-
lege operated on a remote 
learning/work day schedule 
on Feb. 19.

The Shawnee Mass Transit 
District was closed Thursday, 
Feb. 20. The district planned to 
be in operation on Friday.

Anna City Council meets
Discussion includes praise for city employees and about
possible new logo, update on proposed beautification project

Work done in response 
to recent winter storms was 
praised at last week’s regular 
meeting of the Anna City 
Council.

The meeting was held Fri-
day afternoon, Feb. 21, at 
Anna City Hall. The meeting 
originally had been scheduled 
for Tuesday evening, Feb. 18, 
but was postponed due to bad 
weather.

The council also discussed 
a proposal for a new City of 
Anna logo and received a 
disappointing update about a 
proposed community art and 
beautification project.

Mayor Steve Hartl ine 
praised city employee for the 
work they have done in re-
sponse to several recent winter 
storms which brought heavy 
ice and snow to the region.

The mayor said he has 
received positive comments 
from Anna residents regarding 
the work which has been done. 
Similar positive comments 
also have been received at 
city hall. 

Proposals for a new city 
logo were created by graphic 
designer Andrew G. Herbert, 
who  is a Southern Illinois 
native. His designs feature the 
Annabelle hydrangea, a native 
plant which was discovered 
near Anna. The Annabelle 
now is celebrated with a fes-
tival which is scheduled each 
year in the Union County city. 
This year’s Annabelle Festival 
is planned Saturday, June 14. 

In explaining the designs, 
Herbert said the letter “A” in 
Anna combined with the An-
nabelle flower, when rotated 
and on their own, can be used 
as a standalone icon/branding 

The City of Anna’s current logo.

Proposed designs for a new City of Anna logo.

A community art and 
beautif ication project 
had been proposed for 
concrete pillars located 
along East Vienna Street 
in Anna.

element.
Herbert said the design in-

corporates a “subtle nod and 
visual representation of the 
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers 
made by the form of the ‘A’, 
the stem of the Annabelle 
flower then represents (rough-
ly) Highway 146 that leads all 
visitors and residents in to our 
hometown. In this format and 
‘story’ that is being shared, the 
Annabelle flower then rises 
up, elevated above the horizon 
to symbolize the wonderful 
flourishing community that 
is Anna.”

City council members will 
be reviewing the proposed 
design and offering input.

In other business at Friday’s 
meeting, it was reported that 
a proposed community art and 
beautification project involv-
ing concrete pillars near the 
downtown Anna area would 
not appear to be moving for-
ward.

The project had been pro-
posed by the Shawnee Hills 
Arts Council. 

The concrete pillars were 
reported to have been used 
at one time for a water tower 
which was utilized by steam 
locomotives. Railroad tracks 
run through the heart of Anna. 
The pillars are located on 
leased Canadian National 
railroad property. An update 

shared at Friday’s meeting 
indicated that the proposed 
arts council project would not 
be authorized by the railroad’s 
legal representative.

Disappointment about the 
decision was voiced by city 
officials.

Snow near Anna school
A pile of snow was seen Thursday, Feb. 20, near Anna Junior High/Davie School in Anna. The snow had been 

removed from a parking lot at the school following last week’s winter storm. Local schools were not in session 
late last week due to last week’s heavy snow and bitter cold temperatures 

Anna police
chief reviews
2024 activities

The Anna Police Depart-
ment recorded more than 
4,000 incidents during 2024.

Anna Police Chief Bryan 
Watkins shared department 
statistics for last year with city 
officials.

The report was presented at 
a regular meeting of the Anna 
City Council held Friday af-
ternoon, Feb. 21. The meeting 
was at Anna City Hall.

The police chief’s report 
shared statistics which in-
cluded:

Total incidents: 4,338. 
Criminal arrests: 282. Total 
officer initiated: 834. 

Total traffic stops: 589. To-
tal traffic citations: 172. Total 
warnings: 706.
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Words change over time. Some Bible translations 
change the complete meaning of words. Take the 
word “Hosanna” for example. Although we might 
not say it aloud, we should always be in a spiritual 
mindset to understand its meaning. Hosanna is a 

Greek word, which is transliterated from 2 Hebrew 
words. The definition becomes “to please save us or 
deliver us, we pradeliver us, we pray.” Customarily, Hosanna hymns 
were sung during the Feast of Tabernacles. Today, 

Jews celebrate it to commemorate Israel’s wandering 
in wilderness and God’s provision, protection, and 

deliverance.
Hosanna is a plea for deliverance. In Psalm 

118:25-26, David praises God for his mercy. Al-
though the word is not written in the verse, the inten-
tion is clearly visible. It was an original cry for help 
and plea of urgency and desperation. Today, we still 
sense the urgency. In Romans 11:26, Jesus is called 

THE DELIVERER- Out of Zion whereas Isaiah 
59:20 calls Christ the Redeemer to Zion. Jesus is still 
worthy of our praise, Psalm 145:3, 150:6, and 71:8.
Hosanna is an exclamation of adoration. We should 
show our adoration through our worship of Christ. 

Our worship must come not out of obligation but of 
LOVE. Hosanna is that exclamation that acknowl-
edges HIS ultimate sacrifice. Today, our adorations 
should be no less-Matthew 22:37 and Mark 12:30 

-all our heart, soul, might.

Snow on the square
Piles of removed snow could be seen last week around the Jonesboro Square following a winter storm which 

swept through the region Feb. 18-19.

New exhibits on display at 
SIU’s Sharp Museum

Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale’s Sharp Museum 
features four new exhibits this 
spring, including works by lo-
cal artist and SIU Carbondale 
alumna DeSande R and “UnEs-
say” projects by anthropology 
students.

DeSande R will showcase 
her paintings and artwork in 
a Labor of Love art exhibition 
that runs through April 5 in the 
museum’s Hall of Art.

The exhibition is one of 
several at Sharp Museum this 
spring and additional installa-
tions are still being planned, 
said T Lance, who began as the 
museum’s curator of exhibits in 
November.

“I want the SIU and greater 
Carbondale communities to 
take pride in our institution and 
see the resources available to 
them through Sharp Museum,” 
they said. 

“We are working diligently 
to get additional exhibits in-
stalled later this semester.”

A Chicago-born artist now 
living in Carbondale, she 
earned her master’s degree in 
painting from SIU in 2002 and 
has taught at John A. Logan 
College for 20 years. 

Her artwork has been influ-
enced by such diverse artists 
as Laura Wheeler-Waring, Ar-
chibald Motley Jr., Rembrandt 
van Rijn and Odd Nerdrum, as 
well as SIU faculty members 
Najjar Abdul-Musawwir and 
Robert Paulsen (emeritus). Her 
artwork showcases influential 
Black community members 
such as Billie Holiday and Nina 
Simone.

Students’ creativity high-
lighted

The work of students in an 
SIU fall 2024 anthropology 
class is highlighted in “What 
is Anthropology — Anth 104 
UnEssay Projects,” on display 
through May 10 in the muse-

um’s Study Gallery.
Chris Stantis, an assistant 

professor of anthropology, en-
courages students in her class 
to look around their world in an 
anthropological lens and then 
demonstrate what they have 
learned creatively. 

Students can propose any sort 
of project to demonstrate the 
knowledge they have gained, 
including a business proposal, 
independent research or video 
for social media.

“These examples showcase 
both the depth of anthropology 
as well as the breadth of Saluki 
creativity,” she said.

Galleries host other exhib-
its this spring

The Rosanna Sharp Gallery 
will feature contemporary art 
selections from the museum’s 
collection of well-known art-
ists’ work, including Josef 
Albers, Salvador Dali, Richard 
Hunt, Stephen Pace, Gabor 
Peterdi and Andy Warhol.

Asian art, including a num-
ber of artifacts and scrolls from 
the museum’s Cho-Yee To 
collection, will be on display 
in the Cho-Yee To Internation-
al Gallery. Included is an ink 
block from the Song Dynasty, 
which dates from 960-1279, as 
well as three wood block prints 
from Japanese artist Katsushika 
Hokusai.

For more information, con-
tact T Lance at 618-453-5388 
or t.lance@siu.edu or visit 
museum.siu.edu. 

Sharp Museum hours are 
12:30 to 4 p.m. Tuesday, noon 
to 4 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday and 1-4 p.m. Saturday. 
The museum is closed Sunday 
and Monday, and during all SIU 
breaks and holidays.

As the State of Illinois cel-
ebrates the fifth anniversary 
of the legalization of adult 
use cannabis in Illinois, the 
Illinois Department of Finan-
cial and Professional Regu-
lation (IDFPR) announced 
today that 2024 marked the 
fourth consecutive year of 
record-setting sales. 

Overall, dispensaries re-
port that more than $2 billion 
of cannabis product was sold 
in 2024, a 2.5% increase from 
last year. 

The $2 billion of product 
includes a record-setting 
$1.722 billion in adult use 
cannabis sales in 2024, with 
medical cannabis sales ex-
ceeding $285 million. Sales 
taxes collected at Illinois 
cannabis dispensaries totaled 
more than $490 million in 
2024, per the Illinois Depart-
ment of Revenue.

“The numbers are clear: 
five years after we legalized 
adult use cannabis in Illinois, 
we’re seeing the economic 
impact of a thriving cannabis 
industry,” said Governor JB 
Pritzker. 

“With $2 billion in re-
cord-setting sales and $490 
million generated in tax rev-
enue, our first-in-the-nation 
equity-focused cannabis in-
dustry is the result of my 
administration’s policies, 
which prioritized repair-
ing the damage done by the 
failed War on Drugs, creating 
more good-paying jobs, and 
building a safe, equitable, 
and prosperous business sec-
tor—making Illinois by far 
the national leader in diverse 
ownership for this industry.”

 Governor Pritzker con-
tinued, “While I am pleased 
with the continued success 
of cannabis sales and reve-
nues in Illinois, the market 
is being undermined by the 
proliferation of the unregulat-
ed intoxicating hemp market. 
Licensed cannabis businesses 
comply with strict state regu-

lations, pay significant taxes, 
and undergo rigorous prod-
uct testing. This unchecked 
market not only undercuts 
legal operators but also puts 
consumers at risk by flooding 
the industry with untested, 
potentially unsafe products.”

“The continued success 
of adult use cannabis sales 
highlights how equity-fo-
cused policies can create 
meaningful change,” said Lt. 
Governor Juliana Stratton. 

“These sales allow us to 
reinvest in communities dis-
proportionately impacted by 
the war on drugs, fostering 
growth and creating path-
ways to a more inclusive and 
prosperous Illinois.

In total, a record-setting 
56,318,082 cannabis items 
were sold to customers in 
2024, which shattered the 
previous record set in 2023 
by more than 13%. This in-
cludes 48,953,392 items sold 
in Illinois adult use canna-
bis dispensaries, which rep-
resents another record total. 

Additionally, adult use can-
nabis sales to Illinois residents 
totaled $1,337,640,019.91, an 
increase of almost 10% from 
the previous record set in 
2023. More than $385 million 
of adult use cannabis product 
was also purchased by out-
of-state residents. IDFPR’s 
complete adult use cannabis 
monthly sales tracker may be 
found online here, with addi-
tional data available on the 
Illinois Cannabis Regulation 
Oversight Office website.

“As additional dispensa-
ries open their doors, that 
increased competition leads 
to increased availability of 
product and better prices 
for consumers - just as we 
anticipated,” said Cannabis 
Regulation Oversight Officer 
Erin Johnson. 

“We look forward to the 
continued growth and success 
of Illinois’ cannabis industry, 
leading to further econom-

ic development and public 
awareness and support for 
responsible consumption.”

“The past five years repre-
sent a powerful journey that 
has improved Illinois’ econo-
my, empowered communities 
and individuals alike, and 
fostered a culture of accep-
tance and responsibility,” 
said IDFPR Secretary Mario 
Treto, Jr. 

“We fully expect that to 
continue over the next five 
years as additional dispen-
saries open their doors, lead-
ing to more opportunities 
for workers seeking to join 
the industry and increased 
resources for communities 
across the state.”

There are currently 244 
adult use cannabis dispensa-
ries in Illinois, including 134 
social equity dispensaries that 
have opened their doors. 

Seventy applicants select-
ed in the 2022 social equity 
lotteries are still in the pro-
cess of receiving their full 
dispensary licenses from 
IDFPR, as are 51 applicants 
selected in the Social Equity 
Criteria Lottery (SECL) in 
July 2023. 

The Department will con-
tinue to issue full adult use 
cannabis dispensary licenses 
as applicants meet the final li-
censing criteria. Dispensaries 
may begin adult use cannabis 
sales once they receive their 
full license from IDFPR. 

Fourth consecutive record-setting year of industry growth 

Cannabis sales in Illinois exceed 
$2 billion annually

(continued from page 1)
the Union/Alexander County 
Joint Emergency Telephone 
System Board and the Vil-
lage of Cobden’s police and 
fire departments have been 
approved.

***
Tickets for Shawnee Com-

munity College’s spring musi-
cal, “Little Shop of Horrors,” 
are scheduled to go on sale 
March 3. Performances are 
set for 7 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, April 11-12.

***
The Illinois Petroleum 

Resources Board reported 
that the state’s year-over-
year crude oil production 
increased slightly in 2024, 
totaling 7,212,196 barrels, 
according to data collected 
from first-purchaser reports. 
Production was up .39 of a 
percent from 2023 levels, the 
first year-over-year oil pro-
duction increase in the state 
since 2018.

News Notes

Weather
8 inches of snow;
high 57 degrees,
low 5 below zero

A winter storm last week 
dropped as much as 8 inches 
of snow on the Union County 
area.

Arctic cold temperatures 
also were recorded. Tem-
peratures during the period 
of  Feb. 18-24 ranged from a 
high of 57 degrees to a low of 
5 degrees below zero.

Following are highlights 
for the period as recorded by 
weather observer Dana Cross 
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, Feb. 18: high 25, 
low 12. 8 inches of snow (.40 
of an inch of melted precipi-
tation.) 

Wednesday, Feb. 19: high 
22, low 9. 

Thursday, Feb. 20: high 
19, low 0. Trace of snow and 
melted precipitation. 

Friday, Feb. 21: high 29, 
low 5 degrees below zero.

Saturday, Feb. 22: high 38, 
low 9. 

Sunday, Feb. 23: high 47, 
low 17. 

Monday, Feb. 24: high 57, 
low 29.

SIU offering
free community 
tai chi classes

Free tai chi classes are avail-
able now at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale, cour-
tesy of a visiting scholar from 
China with SIU’s Center for 
International Education.

Dan Li, a lecturer and mar-
tial arts instructor from SIAS 
University, a partner school 
in Xinzheng, Henan, China, is 
teaching the classes. 

The classes help participants 
learn martial arts that can help 
them relieve stress and en-
hance their energy levels. No 
prior experience and everyone 
can participate at no cost.

The spring schedule in-
cludes:

February: Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday, 12 p.m. to 1 
p.m.

March: Tuesday and Thurs-
day, 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.

April: Monday and Wednes-
day, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.

All classes will meet at the 
Center for International Edu-
cation (CIE), 425 Clocktower 
Drive, in the lower level of 
Woody Hall in Carbondale. No 
preregistration is needed.

Check out 
The Gazette-

Democrat 
on line at 

annanews.com
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UNION COUNTY POLLING PLACES
CONSOLIDATED ELECTION, APRIL 1, 2025

Union Co. Precincts Polling Places Location
 Anna 1 & 2 Main Street Center 400 S. Main St., Anna
 Anna 3 & 4 Anna City Hall Com. Room 103 Market St., Anna
 Anna 5 & 6 Nazarene Church 100 Kirk St., Anna
 Anna 7 Jo-Co Pools 1009 Enterprise Dr., Anna
 Jonesboro 1 & 2 First Baptist Church 201 W. Walnut St., Jonesboro
 Jonesboro 3 Jonesboro Fire Station 102 W. Market St., Jonesboro
 Cobden 1 & 2 First Baptist Church 200 S. Walker St., Cobden
 Dongola 1 & 2 Community Center 105 Oak St., Dongola
 Alto Pass New Alto Pass Civic Center 19 Elm St., Alto Pass
 Mill Creek Mill Creek Baptist Church 8525 St. Rt. 127 South, Mill Creek
 Balcom Big Creek Baptist Church 485 Big Creek Church Rd., Anna
 Lick Creek Lick Creek School 7355 Lick Creek Rd., Buncombe
 Stokes Camp Ground Church 50 Tunnel Lane, Anna
 Union Wolf Lake Community Center 4720 St. Rt. 3N, Wolf Lake

The polling places will be open from 6:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Dated February 20, 2025

Lance Meisenheimer, Union County Clerk

Early & Grace Period 
Voting Schedule 

2025 Consolidated Election 
April 1, 2025 

Early Voting Schedule 
Starting Thursday, February 20, 2025, through Monday, 
March 31, 2025, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Excluding 
weekends except dates listed below: 

Saturday, March 29, 2025 - 8 a.m. to Noon 

Grace Period Voting Schedule 
Starting Wednesday, March 5, 2025, through Monday, 
March 31, 2025 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Excluding 
weekends except dates listed below and Tuesday, April 
1, 2025: 

Saturday, March 29, 2025 - 8 a.m. to Noon 

Consolidated Election Day is Tuesday, April 1, 2025, 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Early and Grace Voting will be held at the Union County 
Clerk's Office, located at: 

309 West Market Street, Room 116 
Jonesboro, IL 62952 

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk                                             

NOTICE OF ABSENTEE VOTING 

Notice is hereby given that any elector who will be unable to 
be present at the polls on election day may make application 
by mail for an absentee ballot not more than 40 nor less than 
5 days prior to the date of such election or may vote in person 
in the office of the Election Authority not more than 40 nor 
less than one day prior to the date of the General Election. 
 All inquiries should be directed to the Election Authority. 

      
         

 (Signature of Election Authority) 
Lance Meisenheimer
309 W. Market St., Room 116 
Jonesboro, IL 62952
(618) 833-5711 

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION
April 1, 2025 

Last Day to Register to Vote         March 4, 2025
Mailing of Absentee Ballots         Feb. 20, 2025
Military & Overseas Voting         Feb. 14 - March 27, 2025
Grace Period Voting                 March 5, 2025
Early Voting                          Feb. 20 - March 31, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Registration and voting aids are available under 
the Federal Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and 
Handicapped Act and of the availability of assistance 
in marking the ballot and procedures for voting by 
absentee ballot and procedures for early voting by 
personal appearance. (10ILCS 5/12-1) 

Dated: February 20, 2025.

Lance Meisenheimer
Union County Clerk/Recorder 

 A FARM MACHINERY RETIREMENT AUCTION
TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2025 Sale Time: 10:00 a.m.

ULLIN, ILLINOIS   OWNER: ULEN FARMS - SAMMY & MIKE ULEN
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: After many successful years of farming, Sammy and Mike Ulen have retired and have 
commissioned DeWitt Auction Co. to sell their equipment at public auction.
DIRECTIONS: From Cairo, IL – Take I-57 North for 16 miles to Exit 18 Shawnee College Rd. Take Exit 18 and 
turn left onto Shawnee College Rd.  Head West for 0.6 miles. Sale site is on your right. 
SALE SITE COORDINATES:  37.2724908, -89.1663921      Online Bidding Provided By Equipment Facts

TRACTORS 
1-8345R JD, 2016 yr., 2290 hrs., 

MFWD, p. shift, ILS, 420/85 R34 
front duals, 480/80R50 R1W rear 
duals, SN 1RW8345RVGS112654 

1-8335R JD, 2013 yr., 2549 hrs., 
MFWD, p. shift, ILS, 420/805R34 
front duals, 480/80 R50 R1W rear 
duals, SN 1RW8335R JDP081203 

1-9330 JD, 2011 yr., 3443 hrs., 4 
wh., 18/6 p. shift, 480/80R50 
front/rear duals, 1000 rpm PTO, 
SN 1RW9330PABP025385 

1-6430 JD, 2011 yr., 3231 hrs., 
MFWD, power quad + LHR 16/16, 
18.4R38 R1W rear, 13.6R28 front, 
SN 1L06430XHBH684802 

1-8420 JD, 2002 yr., 6200 hrs., 
MFWD, p. shift, SN RW8420 

P005410
1-4430 JD, 1977 yr., 12,700 hrs., SN 

076325 
1-Lot of GPS equipment

PLANTERS
1-1790 JD planter, 16/31, 15” spac., 

2014 yr., markers, pneum. down 
force, SN 1A01790CVEA755985 

1-1790 JD planter, 16/31, 15” spac., 
2011 yr., pneumatic down force, 
SN 1A01790CTBM740597 

BACKHOE, DIRT SCOOP
1-590 Super M Case backhoe, 2005 

yr., 4911 hrs., SN N5C394603 
1-Rome 16’ Ralse scraper, 2019 yr.

FIELD EQUIPMENT, AUGER
1-Kelly Diamond Harrow, 46’, 2020 

yr. 
1-2633 VT JD vertical till, 2019 yr., 

33’ 7”, SN 1N02633VPJ0780036, 
Like New

1-HX20 JD cutter, 2017 yr. 
1-1000 gallon water trailer 
1-Westfield 13x84 auger, 2022 yr.
1-Rhino 1540 grader blade, SN 16455

 TRUCKS, TRAILERS
1-2003 Mack semi, 10 sp., 667,029 mi.
1-1998 Peterbilt semi, 3406E, 13 

speed, 527,525 mi.
1-2009 Chev. 2500HD, 117,735 mi. 
1-2000 Mitsubishi van mini truck
1-2015 Armor Lite hopper trailer, 40’ 
1-16’ Utility trailer
1-Horst AWS header trailer, 40’

LOCAL CONSIGNMENTS
1-39’ dump trailer
1-36’ J&M rolling basket
1-15’ Land Pride cutter

For More Information, Call: Sammy Ulen 618-697-1393 or DeWitt Auction 573-471-1060
 DeWitt Auction Company, Inc.

220 DeWitt Dr. • Sikeston, MO 63801 • 573-471-1060 • www.dewittauction.com  
Member Mo. & Miss. Auctioneer Assoc. - Lic. Nos: MO 14 & 85; IL Firm No. 444000276; Brandon DeWitt IL 441.002267 

Your Attendance Always Appreciated • Loader & Lunch Available • No Buyer Premium

Civil War Weekend 
events rescheduled

Civil War Weekend events 
in Anna have been resched-
uled due to inclement weather

The new schedule  of 
events will take place on 
March 7 to 8 in Anna. 

The Shawnee Hills Arts 
Council and the PAST or-
ganization of Union County 
had originally planned to 
hold the event on  Feb. 21 
to 22.

Several activities are still 
scheduled by the Shawnee 
Hills Arts Council during the 
weekend. The arts council 
is located along West Davie 
Street in Anna. The schedule 
follows:

Blue and Gray Dinner
A Blue and Gray Dinner 

is planned at 6 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 7.

Guest speaker is scheduled 
to be Norma Lee Hack-
ney, Ph.D., who plans to to 
discuss “Four Spies” who 
changed the course of var-
ious events during the Civil 
War.  

At 7:15 p.m., those attend-
ing the dinner will be invited 
to go next door to attend a 
presentation by award win-
ning folk musician and folk-
lorist Chris Vallillo.

Dinner will be catered by 
the South Pass Supper Club. 
The dinner is a fund-raiser for 
the arts council.

Those who wanted to at-
tend the dinner were asked 
to RSVP by no later than 
March 4.

 Friday Night Presenta-
tion

“Songs of the Illinois Free-
dom Road” will be presented 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 7, 
by Chris Vallillo.  

He brings the music and 
the stories of the Under-
ground Railroad in Illinois 
to life in the presentation. 
Admission is free and open 
to the community. 

Saturday’s Schedule; 
Guest Speakers

Speakers and exhibits are 
planned from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, March 8.

Exhibits include a walk-
through exhibit, “Journey to 
Freedom – Illinois’ Under-
ground Railroad.” 

Picture and story panels 
tell the known history of the 
Underground Railroad in 
Illinois. 

The exhibit was created 
by the Looking for Lincoln 
organization in Springfield

Speakers and exhibits are 
all free and everyone is in-
vited. 

The following presenta-
tions by guest speakers are 
scheduled:

9 a.m., “Lincoln’s Brown 
Water Navy” on America’s 
western rivers by Eddie Price, 
a retired history teacher and 
award-winning author. 

10:15 a.m., The Battle 
of Shiloh: Turning Point in 
the West by Robert Weeks, 
retired SIU-C Professor and 
Founding member of the 
Cape Civil War Roundtable.

11:30 a.m., The Presump-
tion of Freedom: The Illinois 
Supreme Court and the Fate 
of Slavery in the Prairie State 
by Dr. Sam Wheeler, director 
of history programs, Illinois 
Supreme Court Historic Pres-
ervation Commission. Illinois 
entered the Union as a free 
state in 1818, but slavery 
continued to exist within its 
borders for decades. 

1 p.m., Harriet Tubman, 
portrayed by historical reen-
actor Marlene Rivero. After 
escaping slavery, Harriet 
Tubman used the Under-
ground Railroad to rescue 
enslaved people. 

Lunch
Lunch will be available 

starting at 11 a.m. The menu 
will include barbeque, chips 
and a drink for $9 or a hot 
dog, chips and a drink for $7.

More Information
More information about 

the Civil War Weekend is 
available by contacting Lee 
Hackney by email at vab-
chlee@gmail.com or  by 
phone at cell 1-904-625-
1109. 

Snow melting in sunshine
Clumps of snow which had fallen from trees down 

to a street in Cobden were melting in the sunshine on 
Wednesday afternoon, Feb. 19, following a winter storm.

I-24 bridge over Ohio River lane 
reductions begin March 3

The Illinois Department 
of Transportation today an-
nounced that lane reductions 
will take place on the bridge 
carrying Interstate 24 over the 
Ohio River in Massac County 
beginning, weather permit-
ting, Monday, March 3. One 
lane will always remain open 
in each direction.

 To accommodate the work, 
I-24 traffic will be reduced to 
one lane in each direction to 
install a temporary concrete 
barrier along the centerline. 
Width restrictions will be in 
effect.

 The lane reductions are 
necessary to install a new deck 
overlay, replace expansion 
joints, repair structural steel, 
paint the bridge and resurface 
pavement.

 Motorists can expect de-
lays during peak hours and 
should consider alternative 
routes to avoid the area. The 
Brookport bridge has a weight 
limit of 15 tons and is closed 
to semi traffic. The bridge is 
restricted to 8 feet wide and 9 
feet, 6 inches tall. Other state 
routes are encouraged.

 These lane reductions will 
be in place through Oct. 14. 

The times of future restric-
tions will be announced as 
the overall $38 million project 
continues. The work is expect-
ed to be completed in 2027.

 Drivers are urged to pay 
close attention to changed 
conditions and signs and mes-
sage boards in the work zones, 
obey the posted speed limits, 
refrain from using mobile de-
vices and be alert for workers 
and equipment.

Over the next six years, 
IDOT is planning to improve 
more than 3,200 miles of 
highway and nearly 9 million 
square feet of bridge deck as 
part of Rebuild Illinois, which 
is investing $33.2 billion into 
all modes of transportation. 
Accomplishments through 
Year Five of Rebuild Illinois 
include approximately $16 
billion of improvements state-
wide on 6,541 miles of high-
way, 686 bridges and 986 ad-
ditional safety improvements.

For IDOT District 9 up-
dates, follow us on the social 
media platform X at @IDOT-
District9 or view area con-
struction details on IDOT’s 
traveler information map on 
GettingAroundIllinois.com.

Christian magic 
team set to 
perform in Anna  

Renowned Christian il-
lusionists David and Kylie 
Knight will bring their high-
ly acclaimed Family Fun 
Night Illusion Show to Anna.

The show is set to take 
place at the Anna Heights 
Baptist Church on Sunday, 
March 16 at 6 p.m. 

This family-friendly event 
promises to captivate au-
diences of all ages with 
jaw-dropping illusions, com-
edy and audience participa-
tion.

According to a press re-
lease for the event, David 
and Kylie Knight have spent 
over two decades traveling 
the world, wowing audiences 
with their remarkable illu-
sions while sharing a mes-
sage of hope, faith and love. 

Known for their engaging 
performances and down-
to-earth style, the husband-
and-wife duo’s passion for 
their craft as well as their 
deep love for each other 
shine through in every per-
formance.

Show promises to be an 
opportunity for families to 
come together for an evening 
of wholesome entertainment. 

“We’re excited to bring 
our Family Fun Night Illu-
sion Show to Anna,” said 
David Knight. “Our goal 
is to provide an evening of 
fun and magic for the entire 
family.”

IDOR reminds taxpayers about 
Senior Tax Deferral Program

The Illinois Department of 
Revenue (IDOR) is remind-
ing senior citizens about the 
availability of the Senior Cit-
izens Real Estate Tax Deferral 
Program. 

The program, which works 
like a loan, allows qualified 
seniors to defer all or part 
of their property taxes and 
special assessment payments 
on their principal residences. 
The deadline to apply for the 
program this year is March 
1, 2025.

The maximum amount that 
can be deferred, including 
interest and lien fees, is 80 
percent of the taxpayer’s equi-
ty interest in the property. The 
maximum deferral each year 
is limited to $7,500. 

Deferred amounts are bor-

rowed from the state, who 
pays the tax bill to the county 
collector’s office. 

Interest on the amount paid 
by the state accumulates and a 
lien is placed on the property 
for all deferred tax payments 
and interest. 

Three percent simple inter-
est per year is payable upon 
death of the homeowner, at 
the time the home is trans-
ferred to a new owner, or 
sooner, if the program par-
ticipant chooses to pay off 
the deferred tax payments 
and interest.

To apply for the program, 
seniors need to contact their 
local county collector’s office 
to receive an application. 

Once completed, the appli-
cation must be filed on or be-
fore March 1 of each year they 
wish to defer their property 
taxes or special assessments. 

There are no time exten-
sions and taxpayers must 
apply each year they wish to 
participate.

For general questions con-
cerning the program, taxpay-
ers may visit IDOR’s website 
at tax.illinois.gov or contact 
their local county collector’s 
office.
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Sammy Lee Bryan, 76, of 
Dongola, formerly of Peoria, 
passed away, Wednesday, Feb. 
12, at his daughter’s home. 

He was born July 26, 1948 
in Peoria, the son of George 
Merill and Maude Viola (Fox) 
Bryan. He married Mary Vo-
gel on May 29, 1969.

Sammy is survived by his 
loving wife, Mary Bryan of 
Dongola; daughter, Kathy 
Bryan (Steve Hornbeak) of 
Anna; son, Sammy Bryan 
(Teri Hogan) of Carbondale; 
son in law, Ryan Schubert of 
Pekin; grandchildren, Rachel, 
Riley and Sophia Bryan; 
step-granddaughter, Jaclyn 
(David) Frank; step-great 
grandchildren, Asher and 
Violet Frank; sister, Gennie 
(Bill) Steele of Mapleton; 
other relatives and many 
friends. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents; 
daughter, Patricia Jane “P.J.” 
Schubert; and three brothers, 
Claud Youngren, Richard 
Youngren, and George P. 
Bryan.

Sammy retired from Key-
stone Steel and Wire in Peoria 
where he worked for forty-two 
years. 

Back in the late 60’s Sam-
my was a 
member of 
t h e  b a n d 

Changing Times. He was a 
talented musician, playing the 
drums and strumming guitar. 
He shared his love of music 
with his family, playing and 
singing, just enjoying every-
one and having a good time. 

Sammy enjoyed mowing on 
his property and was an avid 
animal lover. He loved his 
family dearly and was a good 
husband and father. He will be 
deeply missed. 

A celebration of life will be 
held from 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
March 1 at KiKi’s Coffee-
house in downtown Anna. 

To view the obituary and to 
leave online condolences for 
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com. 

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna was in 
charge of arrangements.

Sammy Lee Bryan

 Janis J. “Jan” Smith, 82, of 
Anna, passed away Saturday, 
Feb. 22, at her home, sur-
rounded by her family. 

She was born on Feb. 6, 
1943, in Decatur, the daugh-
ter of Francis and Lorene 
(Wright) Alexander. She mar-
ried Clarence Smith on Aug. 
25, 1963, in Decatur. He 
preceded her in death on Aug. 
19, 2011.

Jan is survived by her chil-
dren, Shelly (Alan) Stadel-
bacher of Anna and Gregg 
(Anna) Smith of Maryville; 
grandchildren, Lukus A. and 
Tanner M. Stadelbacher and 
Payton Jeene Smith; brother, 
James (Marcia) Alexander; 
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and many friends. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband, 
grandson, Joseph A. Smith 
and a special nephew, Ken 
Smith.

 Jan was a member of Mt. 
Moriah Lutheran Church, 
Delta Theta Tau, Anna-Jones-
boro Garden Club and the 
Anna Chamber of Commerce. 
She also served on the Teen 
Town board. 

She, along with her hus-
band Clarence, owned and 
operated Smith’s Clothing 
and Smith Motors. For many 
years, she served our com-
munity as a social worker at 
various senior care facilities 
and at Choate Mental Health 
and Development Center. 

Jan enjoyed gardening, arts 
and crafts, 
a n d  b i r d 
watch ing . 

She loved spending time with 
her family and the “birthday 
group”.

 Funeral services for Jan 
Smith will be held at 1 pm 
Thursday, Feb. 27, at Rend-
leman and Hileman Funeral 
Home in Anna with Stevie 
Guined officiating. Interment 
will follow in the Anna Cem-
etery. 

Visitation will take place 
from 11 a.m. until the service 
time at 1 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
27, at the funeral home. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that memorial contri-
butions be made to Hospice of 
Southern Illinois. Envelopes 
are available at Rendleman 
and Hileman Funeral Home.

 To visit the memorial page 
of Jan Smith and leave online 
condolences for her family, 
please visit the Rendleman and 
Hileman Funeral Home website 
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com

Rendleman & Hileman 
Funeral Home in Anna was in 
charge of arrangements.

 Janis J. “Jan” Smith

Dorothy “Dolly” Johnson, 
96, passed away on Feb. 17, 
at the Lutheran Home Hospice 
Care Unit in Cape Girardeau, 
Mo.

She was born on March 4, 
1928 in Cairo, the daughter of 
the late Alex and Mary Farah 
Johnson.

Dorothy worked for many 
years in the family grocery 
store. After the closing of the 
grocery store, she worked at 
Burkart Foam, Inc., and later 
continued her career working 
for the Cairo Police Depart-
ment as a Deputy Clerk for 32 
years. She loved her job there 
and worked until she retired at 
the age of 89. 

She attended the First Pres-
byterian Church in Cairo.

Survivors include one sister, 
Rose Nasser, one brother and 
sister-in-law, George (Kay) 
Johnson, all of Cairo; one sis-
ter-in-law, Rachel Johnson of 
Tarpon Springs, Fla.; nieces, 
Mary Kay Krouskos of Largo, 
Fla., Carla Bell of Sikeston, 
Mo., Pam (Darrell) Hoppe of 
Cairo, Julie (David) Mason 
of Thebes; nephews, John 
Wayne Guetterman of Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., Jack Guetter-
man, Jr., George John Nasser, 
George Johnson, Jr., all of Cai-
ro, Dr. Johnny Johnson, Jr and 
Dr. Alex Johnson of Fla.; along 
with several great-nieces and 

great-neph-
ews.

In addi-

tion to her parents, she is pre-
ceded in death by two sisters, 
Alice Johnson and Sara Guet-
terman; two brothers, Johnny 
Johnson, Sr. and Alex John-
son, Jr.; two brothers-in-law, 
Charles Nasser, Jr. and Jack 
Guetterman, Sr.; one nephew, 
Charles Nasser III; and one 
niece, Deborah Rose Nasser.

A private graveside service 
will be held at Green Lawn 
Memorial Gardens in Villa 
Ridge, Ill.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
kindly requests memorials be 
made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. 
Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105 or Magnolia Manor, 
2700 Washington Ave, Cairo, 
Illinois 62914.

To view the obituary or to 
leave an online condolence for 
the family, visit www.crainson-
line.com.

Crain Funeral Home in Don-
gola was in charge of arrange-
ments.

Dorothy “Dolly” Johnson

Obituaries

In Loving Memory of
Evelyn Roberts 

October 1, 1932 - February 11, 2022
Another year the Good Lord Blessed us to see, with 

memories of you. I miss you so much, mama. It is hard 
for us to believe that you have been gone fourteen years. 

We could always talk to you about everything. As the 
years have gone by, all the dreams we had as children 

growing up and being able to come  to talk to you about 
things on this earth we go through as we get older.
You gave us so much love growing up; by teaching 

us to have compassion and respect for others. People 
always tell us they can tell we were brought up right.
We truly love and miss you everyday. God Blessed us 

with a beautiful mother, that was so radiant inside - out.

Love you
Always & Forever

your children.
Missing our siblings, 
Ronald and Jerome

Rest in peace

View Obituaries 
Online atannanews.com

1 whole chicken
Water to cover and cook 

chicken
1/2 large onion, diced small
1 garlic clove, diced small 

or 1 teaspoon minced garlic
1 stalk of celery, diced 

small
1 stick of butter
2-3 tablespoons of flour
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 tablespoon chicken base 

or bouillon paste
3 cans mixed vegetables 

rinsed and drained, or 2 cups 
saved leftover vegetables 
from freezer, or whatever 
diced and drained vegetables 
suit your tastes. 

2 boxes of refrigerator pie 
crusts or make your own if 
desired. If you don’t want a 
bottom crust, only 1 box is 
needed or use 2- 10 count cans 
of small flaky-style biscuits 
for topper.

eBoil cut up chicken. Cool 
and de-bone. Cut into bite 
size pieces and refrigerated 
until needed. Reserve broth in 
covered mixing bowl in refrig-
erator until fat comes to the 
top and solidifies. Then skim 
fat off and discard. (Should be 
about 4-5 cups). You can use 
a rotisserie chicken and two 
cartons of chicken broth, also, 
to save time. 

To a large stock pot or 
Dutch-oven add: onion, gar-
lic, celery, & 1 stick of butter. 

Union County Fixin’s 
By Suzan Harvel
Chicken Pot Pie

Sauté until tender, on low.
Bump the heat up to medi-

um and add enough flour to 
make a thick paste (roux) and 
reduce heat back to low and 
stir constantly to keep from 
scorching for 3 minutes.

Add skimmed chicken 
broth, base, and can of cream 
of chicken soup and whisk 
until incorporated and heated 
thoroughly. 

Add mixed vegetables and 
chicken. 

Mix well and cook at medi-
um-high heat until thickened. 
If not thick enough, mix a 
tablespoon of cornstarch with 
a cup of cold water and add to 
vegetable mix.

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. In deep casserole dish 
or shallow roaster pan add 
two of piecrusts and press to 
seal edges, tearing leftover 
edges and adding to make a 
complete crust up all sides of 
the dish. Bake for 8 minutes.

Add chicken and vegetable 
mix until an inch from top. 
Reserve the rest for later. Pre-
pare top crusts so that it forms 
a crust that covers the top then 
add and seal edges. Prick top 
crust and bake for 40 minutes. 
(If using canned flaky biscuits 
for topper, separate them to 
cover the top completely. Flip 
biscuits over half way through 
to keep them from becoming 
too soggy.)

We can certainly hope 
those snowy days are behind 
us. I am appreciative of the 
warmth, as well, of the com-
ing days. 

The snow days have cer-
tainly created havoc with 
structures, trees, and vehicles. 
Roofs and gutters have taken a 
lot of abuse, of late, and a lot 
of folks are finding new leaks. 
Tree debris will be a long time 
clean up event for sure.

Spring hasn’t arrived yet, 
so now might be a good time 
to schedule all those places 
that need servicing before 
those spring storms make their 
appearance. 

Please check those trades 
people thoroughly to make 
sure they are bonded and 
licensed, however. Get rec-
ommendations from people 
you know who have used 
their services and even ask 
your insurance companies.

 Also, don’t forget your 
vehicles. They need to be 
washed well to get rid of the 
treatment from the roads. 
These treatments are often 
corrosive. Just call it all early 
spring cleaning. 

Bad weather has even led 
to events having to be re-
scheduled, as well. The Anna 
Arts Center has moved their 
Civil War Weekend event to 
the March 7th weekend. You 
have a few added days to buy 
those tickets and make plans 
to attend. 

Mill Creek Baptist was 
blessed this last go-around of 
bad weather to have church 
members plow parking lots 
and clean steps and wheel-
chair ramps as well, so we 
could have services this 
Sunday. We are blessed! 

This Sunday Brother Bob-
by Richardson led the con-
gregation in worship from 
Psalm 121 and Matthew 10: 
32-33. 

These passages tell us to 
trust God. How do we do 
that? We must have a rela-
tionship with God. His eye 
is always on us. His ways, 
however, aren’t always what 
we’d like them to be. We 
must have faith and trust 
that He will lead us where 
we need to be. 

At the end of services, 
we brought up all our chil-
dren and grandchildren and 
prayed over them and the 
congregation prayed over 
them and those that weren’t 
there, as well. 

Believe me, in today’s 
world, they need it .  We 
should all be praying for 

County Line News 
(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)                         By Suzan Harvel

our families daily. Asking 
and trusting God to watch 
over them and protect them 
in all ways, even when we 
are standing next to them. 

My children are in their 
thirties and forties and my 
grandchildren just in the 
single digits, but believe me, 
as long as I’m alive, I’ll be 
praying every day and spe-
cifically when it’s called for. 

Those added to our prayer 
list this week are: The Jan 
Smith family in her passing; 
the Andrew Duarte fami-
ly in his passing; Braden 
Rider as he mourns the lost 
of his friend Andrew who 
was killed in the line of 
duty; Cookie Goodwin as 
she recovers from surgery 
and the infection that came 
afterwards; Jim Helton who 
is undergoing tests; Gary 
Rider as he recovers from 
surgery that thankfully went 
really well; Lety Powles as 
she mourns the loss of her 
mother; Mary Powles in the 
loss of a beloved pet and for 
her knee issues; Nikki Bates 
who needs affordable MS 
medication; Parker Brans-
cum who has been seriously 
ill; Patty Barra who has 
cancer; Lester Wallce who 
has cancer; Reba Short who 
has had the flu; Sue Starr 
who is still in the hospital; 
and Rachel Cobb for health 
concerns. 

The Harvel’s had a bit of 
company this past week. 
Shirley Harvel was blessed 
to have her daughter, Tina 
Moore, and her husband, 
Darron, come to visit from 
Poplar Bluff, Mo. over the 
President’s Day holiday. 

They took Shirley out 
to lunch and invited Rich-
ard and Suzan Harvel to 
join them over in Cape Gi-
rardeau. It was a very nice 
visit and good to see them. 

Then, Nikki Bates and 
her husband and children 
visited this past Sunday with 
Richard, Suzan, and Shirley 
Harvel. One grandson got to 
show off his big gap smile 
now that he’s lost both front 
teeth, and even has a wiggler 
on the bottom. The tooth 
fairy will be fixing him up 
soon! 

Another grandson helped 
his Nana and Pa cook supper. 
This also helped him with a 
homework assignment since 
his job was to measure ingre-
dients. Great job boys! Little 
sister’s job was just to look 
cute, which she managed 
quite well. 

News from

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro

On Sunday, Feb. 23, Pas-
tor Perry Williams spoke in 
all of our services. 

His morning message ad-
dressed abundant life and 
victory and the importance 
of being where God wants 
you. His text was found in 
the tenth chapter of John in 
the New Testament and also 
in the seventeenth chapter 
of Exodus, found in the Old 
Testament.

The service was sent by 
transmitter station 87.9 for 
those who wanted to listen 
on the radio. The service was 
also live streamed on Face-
book. The church’s Face-
book page, Jonesboro FBC, 
has videos and the latest 
information about church 
events.

Music director Dee Rose 
led worship along with along 
with this month’s prayer 
team, featuring Rodger Go-
ines, Marion and Joyce Hill 
and Sharon Morgan.

Debbie York was the pi-
anist, and Rodger Goines 
and Robert McCain sang a 

medley of “One of These 
Days I’m going to Heaven” 
and “Amazing Grace.” 

Men’s and women’s Bible 
studies were scheduled at 6 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 16. Birth-
days: Marilyn Hale, Feb. 
16; Jackie Dilow, Feb. 19; 
Cynthia Hall, Feb. 21; Jean 
Eudy, Feb. 23; Alma Oster-
holm, Feb. 24; Chris Dale 
and Kye Wheaton, Feb. 27; 
and Joan Mowery and Marc 
Sheffer, Feb. 28.

The regular schedule for 
worship at Jonesboro First 
Baptist includes Sunday 
School classes on Sundays at 
9 a.m., Sunday morning wor-
ship at 10 a.m. and Sunday 
evening worship at 6 p.m. 

Youth meet from 6 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. on Sundays and 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. 

The Dig-In program for 
children meets at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesdays.

An adult prayer meeting 
and Bible study are sched-
uled on Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. 

News from

Anna Nazarene Church
A morning worship ser-

vice was held Sunday, Feb. 
23.

Announcements were giv-
en by Jessica Elkins. 

A Letter of Renewal of 
Church/Pastoral Relation-
ship from Illinois District 
Superintendent, Dr. Ter-
ry Armstrong was read by 
church board secretary, Jes-
sica Elkins. 

The letter stated that Arm-
strong had met with the 
church board on Thursday, 
Feb. 20 and the board was 
unanimous in their consen-
sus to continue current pas-
toral relationship with Pastor 
Randy Wright. 

It would be another four 
years before the next review. 
Pastor Wright was given a 
card of appreciation along 
with a gift card.

The worship service was 
led by Pastor Wright and 
the worship team. The mes-
sage “True Happiness” was 
brought from Matthew 5: 
3-12, 2 Chronicles 7:14, 
James 4:6, 2 Corinthians 
12:9.

The evening service was 
held at 6 pm with Pastor 

Wright bringing the mes-
sage.

Birthday: Tonya Hammer, 
Feb. 26.

Anniversary: Richard and 
Brenda Keeley celebrated 
22 years. 

Sunday, March 2
Breakfast, 9 a.m. Sunday 

School, 9:30 a.m. Morning 
service, 10:35 a.m. with Al-
abaster Offering taken. Eve-
ning worship service, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, March 5
A Wednesday night ser-

vice is planned at 6:30 p.m. 
in the sanctuary. A youth 
group meeting is planned at 
6:30 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall.

Thursday, March 18
The Spring 2025 Southern 

Zone Mission Rally with 
guest speakers Rodney and 
Sarah Reed.

The reeds are the 2024 
Links missionaries and well 
be in the midst of their retire-
ment deputation tour. 

The church can be con-
tacted by calling the church 
office at 833-6702 and leav-
ing a  message if necessary 
or by calling Pastor Wright 
at 618-534-7103.
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News from

Camp Ground Church, Community
It was nice to have mod-

erating temperatures and to 
be back to in-person worship 
Sunday.

Bro. Easton’s sermon was 
“Battlefield of the Mind” with 
his main scripture 2 Corinthi-
ans 10:3-5.

The sermon stated: 
“Every day we are in a 

battle of some sort; conflict 
is all around us.”

“We must prepare each day 
to be strong in the Lord by 
girding ourselves in the full 
armor of God.”

“God is working in us ac-

cording to His good purpose. 
Faith is the only thing that 
God requires.”

“Regardless of the battle 
we are in, if we stay close to 
God, we will be protected.  
Through Jesus Christ we have 
victory over all things.”

“Satan is always trying 
to get us to take our eyes 
off Jesus. Let us not change 
the truth of God for a lie of 
Satan.”

Addi and Raelynn Bonner 
took up the morning tithes 
and offerings.

Our Elder for March will 

be Rachel Bonner.
Dwight Boaz’s birthday 

was Feb. 24.
Cape Ground Church rec-

ognizes the accomplishments 
of their students. Raelynn 
Bonner attained High Honor 
Roll at Anna Junior High, 
Conner Pind Honor Roll at 
Jonesboro, Aldi and Vodra 
Gerard Honor Roll at Cypress 
School, Addi Bonner Honor 
Roll at A-JCHS, Matthew 
Boaz High Honor Roll, Mor-
ris High School, and Andrew 
Boaz, High Honor Roll at 
Saratoga School, Morris, Ill.

Camp Ground Church in-
vites anyone who does not 
have a church home to join 
them in study and worship 
any or every Sunday. 

Fellowship and coffee are 
at 9:15 a.m., followed by Bi-
ble study for all ages at 9:30 
a.m. and morning worship at 
10:30 a.m. 

In case of inclement weath-
er, check our Facebook page, 
“Camp Ground Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church”, as 
to whether services will be 
in-person or online.

The church is located at the 
intersection of Camp Ground 
Road and Tunnel Lane east of 
Anna and just north of Illinois 
Route 146.

Louis Phares American Le-
gion Post 178 invites the public 
to a chicken dinner in celebra-
tion of the 106th birthday of the 
American Legion organization. 

The event will be held on 
Saturday, March 29, 2025 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Legion 
Hall located at  1853 Olmsted 
Road in Villa Ridge.  

The menu includes smoked 
chicken quarters, a variety of 
delicious side dishes, drinks, 
and birthday cake. 

Tickets are $12 at the door, 
and carry-outs will be available.

The American Legion was 
founded in March 1919 by 
veterans of World War I and 

Legion post planning chicken dinner
formally chartered by the US 
Congress in September of that 
year. 

The Louis Phares American 
Legion Post 178, named for a 
Pulaski County WW I veteran, 
was incorporated in January 
1935. 

Post 178 provides military 
honors for veterans at Mound 
City National Cemetery and 
other local cemeteries, helps 
organize Memorial Day, Flag 
Day and Veterans’ Day ceremo-
nies, provides the color guard at 
local parades and civic events, 
and serves local veterans and 
our community in many other 
ways.



HELP 
WANTED

FOR RENT

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

REAL 
ESTATE

Looking to buy a home, 
very private.  Around 
1,800 to 2,000 sq ft., acre-
age OK. Location in the 
city limits or AJ vicinity.  
Call 618-614-2777 

10-13gp

For Rent: Very nice 1,000 
sq. ft. one bedroom apart-
ment with garage, laundry 
and free city utilities. Call 
618-833-0433.     11-12gp

 TAX DEED NO. 
2025TX3

FILED February 18, 
2025

TAKE NOTICE
TO: LANCE MEIS-

ENHEIMER, UNION 
COUNTY CLERK; 
SHAWN SILLIMAN; 
ERNEST D. HUBBS; 
DONNA D. HUBBS; 
OCCUPANT; CATLIN 
MARKS; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND DEVISEES 
OF ERNEST D. HUBBS; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTER-
ESTED; AND NONRE-
CORD CLAIMANTS.
This is NOTICE of the 

filing of the Petition for 
Tax Deed on the follow-
ing described property:
LOT NUMBERED 

EIGHTEEN (18), IN 
BLOCK SIX (6), IN VIL-
LAGE OF ALTO PASS, 
UNION COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS.
Parcel Index Number 14-

00-10-880
On August 20, 2025 at 

11:00 a.m. the Petitioner 
intends to make applica-
tion for an order on the 
petition that a Tax Deed 
be issued. The real estate 
was sold on February 15, 
2023 for general taxes of 
the year 2021. The period 
of redemption will expire 
August 15, 2025.

Stuart E. Morgenstern, 
Attorney for Petitioner

(618) 357-5315
Cert. # 2021-00161

8221-950662

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Public 

Hearing
In accordance with Sec-

tion 17-20 of the Prop-
erty Tax Code (35 ILCS 
200/17-20), notice is 
hereby given that a pub-
lic hearing will be held at 
12:00 PM, 18-Mar-2025, 
in the Offices of the Illi-
nois Department of Rev-
enue, 101 West Jefferson 
Street, Springfield, Illi-
nois, for the purpose of 
taking evidence which 
may be pertinent to the 
Department’s estimate of 
the percent to be applied 
to the aggregate assess-
ment of locally assessed 
property in Union County 
for the assessment year 
2024. This hearing is re-
quired by the Property 
Tax Code.
Based on the comparison 

of assessed valuations, the 
analysis of property trans-
fers, and other available 
information, the estimated 
percentage to be applied to 
the aggregate assessment 
of locally assessed prop-
erty other than property 
assessed under Sections 
10-110 through 10-140 
and 10-170 through 10-
200 of the Property Tax 

The City of Anna, IL is 
accepting applications for 
the position of a General 
Clerk.  Applicants must be 
18 years of age with a high 
school diploma or equiva-
lent. The position will be 
40 hours a week, 8 am to 
4 pm. Candidates must 
have a positive attitude, 
be able to multi-task and 
work well with the pub-
lic and employees. Duties 
include but are not limit-
ed to: greeting custom-
ers, answering multi-line 
phone system, collecting 
and posting payments, 
entering data and creating 
customer bills. Must be 
able to operate basic of-
fice equipment, proficient 
computer skills (includ-
ing Window Office), and 
basic accounting knowl-
edge. Applications will 
be available for interested 
candidates at Anna City 
Hall or online at cityo-
fanna.org. Please return 
resume and employment 
application to the Human 
Resources Department at 
Anna City Hall, 103 Mar-
ket Street Anna, IL 62906 
or by email to mmcreyn-
olds@cityofanna.org.   
Position will remain open 
until filled. EOE    11-12g

Jonesboro CCSD #43 is 
looking to hire the follow-
ing positions; Part-Time 
Bus Drivers; Part-Time 
Custodian and Classroom 
Paraprofessional. For 
more information, please 
contact the Superinten-
dent’s office at 618-833-
6651.                      11-12g

Full-Time Pressure Wash 
Technician needed at 
Gross Busters Exteri-
or Cleaning for the up-
coming spring/ summer 
season. Tasks include 
pressure washing, gutter 
cleaning, deck staining, 
interacting with custom-
ers etc. Full time Mon-
day-Friday based in Anna. 
Starting at $18/hr with 
potential to increase. Call 
Joe at 618-697-5968 for 
more information.  10-15g

Help Wanted: Shawnee 
Community College is 
looking for full and part-
time Custodian for their 
Ullin Campus and The 
Massac County Extension 
Center. For more informa-
tion, please Call 618-634-
3200 Ext. 3436.  6-17gp

Code (35 ILCS 200/10- 
110 through 10-140 and 
10-170 through 10-200) is 
0.00%. Accordingly, the 
tentative equalization fac-
tor is 1.0000.
This meeting will be ac-

cessible to persons with 
disabilities in compliance 
with Executive Order #5 
and pertinent state and 
federal laws upon notifi-
cation of anticipated at-
tendance. Persons with 
disabilities planning to 
attend and needing special 
accommodations should 
contact the Property Tax 
Division, by telephone at 
217 785-6619, email Rev.
SR-EQUAL@illinois.gov 
or letter at Illinois Depart-
ment of Revenue, Prop-
erty Tax Division MC- 
3-450, P.O. Box 19033, 
Springfield, Illinois 
62794-9033, by 11-Mar-
2025, to inform of their 
anticipated attendance.

8221-950754

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 1ST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

UNION COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE THE 
MARRIAGE OF

Alexis Roeker,
Petitioner,

vs.
Aurora Roeker,

Respondent
Case No. 2024-DN-22

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN YOU, Aurora 
Roeker, that this case has 
been commenced in this 
court by the petitioner 
against you for dissolu-
tion of marriage and other 
relief.
UNLESS YOU file your 

answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Circuit Court of this Court 
in the Union County 
Courthouse, Jonesboro, 
Illinois, on or before 
10:00 AM on March 24, 
2025. A JUDGMENT 
OR DECREE BY DE-
FAULT MAY BE TAK-
EN AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE PETITION.

Dated: Feburary 6, 2025
Keri E. Clark

Clerk of the Circuit 
Court

8221-950393

IN THE FIRST 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

COURT
UNION COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE Of

VICKY ARNOLD
Deceased
2024PR31

NOTICE TO 
UNKOWN 

CREDITORS
Notice is given to cred-

itors, of the death of: 
VICKY ARNOLD of 
Jonesboro, Illinois
Letters of Office were 

issued on 01/13/25 to In-
dependent Administra-
tor Connie Arnold, 485 
Saint Johns Road, Anna, 
IL 62906. The estate will 
be administered without 
Court supervision, unless 
any interested party ter-
minates independent ad-
ministration at any time 
by mailing or delivering 
a Petition to terminate to 
the clerk under 755 ILCS 
5/28-4.
Claims against the estate 

may be filed in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at the Union Coun-
ty Courthouse, 309 W. 
Market St., Jonesboro, IL 
62952, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, within 
6 months from the initial 
date of publication, and 
any claim filed with the 
clerk must be delivered 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed. 
Any claim not filed within 
that time will be barred.
January 14, 2025 /s/Mat-

thew Benson
Matthew Benson, IL 

ARDC 6282507
The Benson Law Firm, 

PC
601 S. Washington St.

DuQuoin, IL 62832
(618 )542-5500

notice@mbensonlaw.
com

8221-950159

Cobden Elementary School honors
students who reached reading goals

Cobden Elementary School regularly recognizes students who reach their goals in the 
schoolwide Accelerated Reading program. Students are required to read books and take 
comprehension tests on the computer to achieve their points. Students who reached their goals 
in January are featured. Photos provided.

50 Point Club: In the first row are Eslie Boyles and Lilli Paulson. In the second row are Lydia 
Wright, Kenna Haynes, Troy Williams, Wyatt Schilling, Iker Nava, Maddox Gibson, Fernando Salas, 
Liam Hess, Oliver Byers and Evvy Pearson. Flynt Brumleve could not be present for the picture.

25 Point Club: In the first row are Jett Sanders, Marci Taylor, Thorin Leek and Aaron Wooters. In 
the second row are Walker Schilling, Mia Guzman, Alyna Calderon, Katie Flick and Evie Jackson. 
Brennleigh Miller could not be present for the picture.

100 Point  Club: 
Logan Brumleve.

Nominations sought for Senior Hall of Fame
The Illinois Department 

on Aging (IDoA) is seek-
ing nominations for the 
2025 induction class of 
the Senior Illinoisans Hall 
of Fame, which honors 
the accomplishments of 
Illinois residents aged 65 
and older. 

“Whether it’s the teach-
er who goes the extra mile 
for their students or the 
neighbor who’s always 
ready to lend a hand, our 
seniors are the backbone 
of our communities — em-
bodying kindness, gener-
osity, and ingenuity,” said 
Governor JB Pritzker. 

“Each year, my admin-
istration is proud to honor 
four older adults for their 
contributions in commu-
nity service, education, 
arts, and labor by induct-
ing them into the Senior 
Illinoisans Hall of Fame. 
I encourage everyone to 
take this opportunity to 
nominate the older adults 

in their lives whose impact 
deserves to be recognized 
and celebrated.”

Each year, four older 
adults are inducted into 
the Hall of Fame for their 
work in the arts, sports, 
and entertainment; com-
munity service; education; 
or the labor force. Anyone 
may nominate an older 
adult for consideration.

To be eligible for nomi-
nation to the Hall of Fame, 
nominees must be:

At least 65 years old at 
the time of nomination; 
and

A current Illinois resi-
dent or a previous resident 
of Illinois for most of their 
life. 

Posthumous nomina-
tions are also accepted, 
provided the nominee was 
65 or older and living in 
Illinois at the time of death.

To guarantee consid-
eration for the 2025 in-
duction class, nomina-

tions must be submitted 
on or before June 2, 2025. 
Nominators of new Hall 
of Fame inductees are 
expected to participate in 
an award ceremony hon-
oring their nominee and 
highlighting their accom-
plishments.

“The Senior Illinoisans 
Hall of Fame honors out-
standing older adults who 
have made and continue 
to make significant con-
tributions to their commu-
nities,” said IDoA Acting 
Director Mary Killough. 

“If you know someone 
who fits this criteria, please 
nominate them to be rec-
ognized and celebrated.”

Completed nomination 
forms may be submitted 
electronically or returned 
via U.S. mail, fax, or 
email. For more informa-
tion, please visit  ilaging.il-
linois.gov/resources/news-
publicationsandreports/
halloffame.html. 

An Homage to Hometown Happenings
By Kate B. Jerome

No matter where my travels take me, I always seek out the local newspaper.
I know. My smartphone easily provides more detail about a town than I will ever need.
But the local paper does so much more. That’s because it fits the many pieces of the community puzzle 

together. Where else can you get a glimpse of what a citizenry most values and fears – all within a few recy-
clable pages?

In the tiny town where I grew up, the local paper was a powerful tool – no doubt for many reasons beyond 
my young comprehension. However, I looked forward to the daily delivery for two simple reasons.

First, I loved to read the personal stories – from tragedy to triumph – about the people in my own community. 
It was the first inkling I had that I might be part of something larger than the family who lived at 12 Parkview.

Second, I couldn’t wait to hear the interesting dinner conversations that some tidbit in the paper was bound 
to spark. Of course, my favorites were the most heated discussions. And when my parents resorted to spell-
ing out words? Well, let’s just say the training led to considerable success in my grade school spelling bees!

Decades of educational publishing experience later, I know my hometown paper was just one arrow in the 
successful child-raising quiver my parents used. But it was an important tool, and the outcomes it helped 
produce are still of the utmost importance today.

You see, building a strong sense of place plays a key part in a child’s social and emotional development. 
When children connect with the community around them, it helps them develop their own personal identity. 
An added benefit is the sense of stewardship it often inspires.

And the value of generating meaningful conversations? In my view, it’s off the charts. Too often in our busy 
world, dialogue with our kids tends toward the practical (Did you pick up your toys?) rather than the profound 
(Keep trying even when it’s hard!). So any tool that inspires discussion of such issues as friendship and com-
munity should be deeply valued. Why? Because that’s when our own stories of personal grit and resilience 
begin to flow.

And aren’t those the kind of Hometown Happenings that we really want our children to remember?
***

Kate B. Jerome is the author and series creator of two Read Together/Do Together children’s book series 
from Arcadia Kids that are designed to jump-start meaningful conversations between kids and their favorite 
adults. A publishing executive, an award-winning children’s book author, and a recent Fellow in Stanford’s 
Distinguished Careers Institute, Kate is a passionate supporter of intergenerational communication. 
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THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Wom. Col lege
Bas ket ball (Live) 
(HD)

Bang (HD) “Beverly Hills”
(‘84)

Big City aaa “Deep -
water Ho ri zon”
(‘16) Dylan
O’Brien.

“Me chanic” (‘16)
(HD)

“In ter stel lar”
(‘14):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Ext. Makeover
(HD)

Mar riage Next Level Chef
(HD)

Law & Or der
(HD)

Bang (HD) (:58) “Na tional
Lam poon’s Va -
ca tion” (‘83)

Primos “Deadpool”
(‘16) Ryan
Reynolds.

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Ghosts Bang (HD) Primos

8 PM (:01) Scamanda
(HD)

Mat lock
“Pregame”

An i mal Law & Or der:
SVU

Women’s Col -
lege Bas ket ball
from Site TBA

Bang (HD) Wiz ards Eyes On The
Prize III

“Geostorm”
(‘17, Thriller)
Gerard But ler.
(HD)

:30 Dutch Bang (HD) Wiz ards (:49) “Sherlock
Holmes” (‘09,
Ac tion) Rob ert
Downey Jr.9 PM (:01) Per fect

Wife
Elsbeth
“Tearjerker”

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Found (HD) Jok ers (:15) ac “Na -
tional Lam -
poon’s
Eu ro pean Va -
ca tion” (‘85)

ZOMBIES Eyes On The
Prize III:30 Foul Play ZOMBIES

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

“Le gally
Blonde 2" (‘03)
Reese
Witherspoon.

Jessie (:05) The White
Lo tus

aaa “Tropic
Thun der” (‘08)
Ben Stiller. (HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Jessie

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Blu ey Eyes On The
Prize III

(:58) “Wanted”
(‘14):30 Night line Mid night Late Night “Hills” (R) Blu ey

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 28, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA (HD) Bang (HD) ac “Euro.
Vac.” (‘85)

(5:10) “Raya”
(‘21)

The White Lo tus
(HD)

(5:24) “Crank 2"
(‘09)

“Star Trek:
Sec tion 31"
(‘25) Michelle
Yeoh.

:30 (:43) NBA Bas -
ket ball Cleve -
land vs Boston
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD)

7 PM Shark Tank (HD) NCIS: Syd ney
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball UCLA vs
Purdue (Live)

Place “Straight Outta
Compton” (‘15,
Drama) Ja son
Mitch ell.

WWE Fri day
Night
SmackDown
(HD)

Wiz ards (:05) “End of
Watch” (‘12)
Jake Gyllenhaal.

aaa

“RoboCop”
(‘14, Ac tion) Joel 
Kinnaman.

:30 Night (HD) Jessie

8 PM (:01) 20/20 In -
ves ti ga tive
news. (HD)

Fire Coun try
(HD)

Date line NBC Jessie Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Mi rac u lous

9 PM S.W.A.T. (HD) Lo cal Pro grams NBA Bas ket ball
Los An geles vs
Los An geles
(Live) (HD)

Mi rac u lous Real Time with
(HD)

“Eye in the
Sky” Helen
Mirren.

“Breathe” (‘24)
Jennifer Hud -
son.:30 (:49) aac

“Get Hard” (‘15, 
Com edy) Will
Ferrell. (R) (HD)

Wiz ards

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Bel-Air Wiz ards The White Lo tus
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Big City (:41) aac

“War on Ev ery -
one” (‘16)

(:35)
Yellowjackets11 PM Lo cal Pro grams 9-1-1 Plane

crash.
Big City (:05) Real Time

with:30 Night line Mid night Late Night SC (HD) Big City “Irenas Vow”

THURSDAY
7:00pm

MAX Deadpool aaaa (2016, Ac tion) Ryan
Reynolds, Morena Baccarin. Af ter he is sub -
jected to an ex per i ment, in which he’s tor tured 
and dis fig ured, a man adopts an al ter ego, and 
sets out to lo cate the man who ru ined his life.
R (HD)

8:01pm
ABC Scamanda Thou sands of peo ple cheer
on a wife and mother with a tragic can cer tale
who has a big se cret that she is des per ate to
keep hid den. (HD)

FRIDAY
7:00pm

NBC Happy’s Place “Don’t Sweat It” Bobbie
asks Isabella to move in with her, but Isabella
wor ries it might not be the best idea when she
sees how Bobbie ad dresses con flict in a di rect 
way. TVPG (HD)

10:00pm
USA Bel-Air “No One Wins When The Fam ily
Feuds” As the Banks fam ily cel e brates Will’s
birth day, his mom co mes to visit, caus ing ten -
sion; the adults con sider if it’s time to tell Will
about his fa ther. TV14

7:00pm
CBS FBI: In ter na tional “The Other Hard
Part” The team is forced to rush to the scene
af ter a U.S. am bas sa dor and the crew of Neth -
er lands TV sta tion are taken hos tage by a mys -
te ri ous group. TV14 (HD)

9:45pm
PARSHO Pulp Fic tion aaaa (1994, Crime)
John Travolta, Sam uel L. Jack son. Two ec -
cen tric hit men in ter act with di verse char ac -
ters from the Los An geles world of crime while
they search for their tough boss’s mis placed
suit case. R (HD)

SATURDAYSATURDAY MARCH 1, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Lo cal Pro grams NRL Rugby
League (Live)
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) NHL
Hockey De troit
vs Co lum bus
(Live)

Bang (HD) (3:30) IMSA
WeatherTech
Sports Car
Cham pi on ship
(HD)

Big City The White Lo tus
(HD)

“The Mar tian”
(‘15)

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Lo cal Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM NBA (Live) FBI: In ter na -
tional

The Hunt ing
Party

aaac “Mad
Max: Fury
Road” (‘15, Ac -
tion) Tom Hardy. 
(HD)

“Movie” To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.

“Knight and
Day” Tom
Cruise.

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 NBA Bas ket ball

Golden State vs
Phil a del phia
(Live) (HD)8 PM 48 Hours (HD) Wom. Col lege

Bas ket ball USC
vs UCLA (Live)

Date line NBC Col lege Bas ket -
ball Ar i zona vs
Iowa State (HD)

“Strange Dar -
ling” (‘24) (R)
(HD):30 StuGo (:50) aaa

“Need for
Speed” (‘14, Ac -
tion) Aaron Paul. 
(HD)

9 PM 48 Hours (HD) Sat ur day Night
Live

9-1-1 (HD) StuGo (:18) The White
Lo tus (HD):30 (:45) “I Am Leg -

end” (‘07, Sci -
ence Fic tion)
Will Smith. (HD)

Mi rac u lous (:45) aaaa

“Pulp Fic tion”
(‘94, Crime)
John Travolta.
(HD)

10 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Lo cal Lo cal Col lege Bas ket -
ball

9-1-1 (HD) Mi rac u lous

:30 Ex tracted (HD) Sat ur day Night
Live (HD)

Big City “Ghostbusters”
(‘84) Bill Murray.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
9-1-1 (HD) Big City (:01) “High Life”

(‘19):30 Lo cal Big City

THURSDAY

MONDAY MARCH 3, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Col lege Bas ket -
ball Wake For est 
vs Duke (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

(5:55) “Movie” “Green Lan tern”
(‘11)

(5:10) “In Time”
(‘11)

“Bad Moms”

:30 Bang (HD) “The Glorias”
(‘20, Drama)
Julianne Moore.
(HD)7 PM The Bach e lor

(HD)
Neigh bor. Ex tracted (HD) The Voice “The

Blind Au di tions
Part 5" (HD)

Bang (HD) WWE Mon day
Night Raw (HD)

(:56) The White
Lo tus

“Free Fire” (‘17) 
Sharlto Cop ley.:30 Poppa’s Bang (HD)

8 PM NCIS “Close to
Home”

Res cue: HI-Surf
(HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball Kan sas vs
Hous ton (Live)

Bang (HD) Wiz ards Celtics City

:30 Bang (HD) Wiz ards “The Hole in
the Ground”
(‘19)9 PM (:01) Mor mon

Wives
NCIS: Or i gins
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

The Hunt ing
Party

Dad (HD) Wiz ards (:02) Celtics City Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Dad (HD) Wiz ards

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

To Be An -
nounced

(:04) The White
Lo tus

“The Boondock 
Saints” (‘99)
Willem Dafoe.

School Spir its
(HD):30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Dad (HD)

11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter
(HD)

Dad (HD) Race Alaska
race.

Blu ey (:06) Celtics City Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Night line Mid night Late Night Dad (HD) Blu ey

TUESDAY MARCH 4, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams TGL Golf (Live) Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

“Movie” (:19) Last Week
(HD)

“The Iron Claw”
(‘23)

(5:45) “Only the
Brave” (‘17)
Josh Brolin.
(HD)

:30 Bang (HD)

7 PM Will Trent (HD) The Price Is
Right

Kitchen Night -
mares

Deal or No Deal
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

“Lady Bird”
(‘17) Saoirse
Ronan.

“The Mar tian”
(‘15, Sci ence
Fic tion) Matt
Damon. (HD)

:30 Bang (HD)

8 PM ABC News Spe -
cial “Ad dress
Congres” (HD)

Joint Ses sion of
Con gress

Ad dress to Joint
Ses sion

NBC News Spe -
cial “Pres i den -
tial” (HD)

Col lege Bas ket -
ball “Teams
TBA” (HD)

The Joe Schmo
Show

Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Wiz ards (:35) “Barbie”

(‘23, Com edy)
Margot Robbie.9 PM Fam ily Law & Or der:

SVU
Wiz ards Ride x (HD)

:30 Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Fam ily Wiz ards “Cap tain Fan -
tas tic” (‘16)
Viggo
Mortensen.10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Law & Or der:

SVU
To Be An -
nounced:30 Jimmy Kimmel

Live
(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily (:32) The White
Lo tus11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Law & Or der:

SVU
Blu ey “Son Of A Gun”

(‘87):30 Night line Mid night Late Night Fam ily Blu ey Celtics “Un der”

WEDNESDAY MARCH 5, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams (5:00) Lo cal Pro -
grams

Lo cal Pro grams NBA Bas ket ball
Mi ami Heat at
Cleve land Cav a -
liers (Live)

Bang (HD) SVU (HD) (:15) “Movie” aa “The
Forger” (‘15)

“Love & Other”
(‘10)

“South paw” (‘15) 
(R):30 Bang (HD) Law & Or der:

SVU7 PM Gears Sur vi vor De -
serted is land.
(HD)

The Masked
Singer

Chi cago Med
(HD)

All Elite Wres -
tling: Dy na mite

(:58) The White
Lo tus

aa “Magic
Mike’s Last
Dance” Salma
Hayek.

“Mil lion Dol lar
Baby” (‘04) Clint 
East wood.:30 El e men tary Law & Or der:

SVU8 PM Ce leb rity Jeop -
ardy!

(:02) The Floor
(HD)

Chi cago Fire
(HD)

Wiz ards To Be An -
nounced Info
un avail able.:30 The Amaz ing

Race World
race.

(:35) NBA Bas -
ket ball Dal las vs
Mil wau kee (Live) 
(HD)

Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards Waverly
(HD)9 PM What Would You

Do?
Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Chi cago P.D.
(HD)

Fam ily (:52) “Black
Christ mas”
(‘19) (HD)

(:15) aaaa

“The God fa -
ther” (‘72,
Crime) Marlon
Brando. (R)
(HD)

:30 Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards

10 PM Lo cal Lo cal Lo cal Fam ily To Be An -
nounced

(:18) “El e va -
tion” (‘24)
Morena
Baccarin.

:30 Jimmy Kimmel
Live

(:35) Late Show
(HD)

(:35) To night
(HD)

Fam ily Law & Or der:
SVU

(:25) aa “Mor -
gan” (‘16) Kate
Mara.11 PM Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Fam ily Blu ey

:30 Night line Mid night Late Night Fam ily SVU (HD) Blu ey

SUNDAY
7:00pm

NBC The Amer i cas “The Wild West” Coy -
otes are faced with a snow bound Yel low -
stone, rat tle snakes move in the hun dreds,
wood peck ers com pete to store food and bi -
son face off on the Great Plains. TVPG (HD)

9:00pm
CBS The Equal izer “Dirty Sexy Money” A
fam ily asks Mc Call for help af ter they lose their 
life sav ings in a sus pi cious fire; Mel opens up
to her par ents about her strug gle with PTSD.
TV14 (HD)

MONDAY
8:00pm

HBO Celtics City “Chap ter I: Found ing Fa -
thers” The or i gins of Boston’s leg end ary team
be gins with early strug gles and tri umphs by
the vi sion ar ies who built its foun da tions as an
early fran chise in the NBA. TV14

9:01pm
ABC The Se cret Lives of Mor mon Wives
“The First Book of Sin” A wild trip to Sin City
tests faith, friend ships, and the fu ture of mar -
riages. TV14

7:00pm
ABC Will Trent “Breathe with Me” Evelyn
Mitch ell gets in volved in a case re gard ing a
rare sto len coin as she re turns to town, and
Faith tries to jug gle her roles as a daugh ter and 
a de tec tive. TV14 (HD)

8:35pm
HBO Barbie aaa (2023, Com edy) Margot
Robbie, Ryan Gos ling. A woman and her boy -
friend from a col or ful world get the chance to go
to the real world, but they soon dis cover the joys
and per ils of liv ing among hu mans. PG-13 (HD)

TUESDAY

7:00pm
NBC Chi cago Med The daily lives of some of
Chi cago’s most tal ented med i cal pro fes sion -
als are chron i cled, in clud ing the re la tion ships
and chaos that are all a part of the job. TV14
(HD)

9:15pm
PARSHO The God fa ther aaaa (1972,
Crime) Marlon Brando, Al Pacino. A dec o rated 
vet eran takes over con trol of his fam ily’s crim i -
nal em pire from his ail ing fa ther as new threats 
and old en e mies con spire to de stroy them. R
(HD)

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY MARCH 2, 2025
ABC CBS FOX NBC ESPN TBS USA DISN HBO MAX PARSHO

6 PM The Os cars
(HD)

60 Min utes (HD) Ex tracted “The
Hunt”

The Amer i cas
(HD)

NBA Bas ket ball
Oklahoma City
vs San An to nio
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

Big City The White Lo tus
(HD)

(:12) The Knick
(HD)

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Bang (HD) Big City

7 PM Tracker (HD) Fam ily Guy The Amer i cas
(HD)

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

“Movie” (:51) The White
Lo tus

“Sherlock
Holmes” (‘09)
Rob ert Downey
Jr.

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Grimsburg Bang (HD)

8 PM Wat son North (HD) Suits: L.A.
“Hanrahan”

Bang (HD) Law & Or der:
SVU

The White Lo tus
(HD)

Yellowjackets
(HD):30 Krapopolis (:35) NBA Bas -

ket ball Min ne -
sota vs Phoe nix
(Live) (HD)

Bang (HD) Wiz ards

9 PM The Equal izer
(HD)

Lo cal Pro grams Grosse Pointe
“Pests”

Foul Play Law & Or der:
SVU

Wiz ards (:03) The White
Lo tus

(:09) “X-Men:
Apoc a lypse”
(‘16, Ac tion)
James McAvoy.

“Mil lion Dol lar
Baby” (‘04) Clint 
East wood.:30 Amer i can aaa “Men in

Black III” (‘12)
Will Smith. (HD)

StuGo

10 PM (:02) Lo cal Pro -
grams Lo cal
info.

Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Law & Or der:
SVU

StuGo Last Week

:30 Lo cal Pro grams
Lo cal info.

Ham ster (:47) The White
Lo tus11 PM Lo cal Pro grams Lo cal Pro grams SportsCenter

(HD)
Law & Or der:
SVU

Blu ey (:15)
Yellowjackets:30 “Men Black” Blu ey (:50) Lo tus “Out laws”

MONDAY

Television Listings
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Union County Museum in Cobden set to reopen in March
The Union County Museum 

will reopen after being closed 
for winter on Saturday, March 
8, at 1 p.m. 

The museum will feature 
two special displays along 
with its permanent displays 
of Anna Pottery and local 
history.

Farrell Trumbley of Thomp-
sonville will be exhibiting his 
bird egg collection. Trumbley 
amassed a unique collection 
of bird eggs that includes a 
variety of species. 

The eggs will be displayed 
with information on each bird. 
The collection was donated by 
his widow last year. 

The other display is on the 
history of Cobden’s first char-
tered bank, The First National 
Bank, which was founded in 
1900. 

A variety of photos and 
documents highlight the 125 
year history of the bank. There 
are advertising pieces from the 
early 1900s that list the board 
of directors along with infor-

mation on pre-1900 banking 
history in Cobden. 

There are photos of staff 
members and past presidents 
of the bank. The bank played 
an important part of Cobden’s 
development. The Cobden 
branch of the bank was closed 
in January 2025 by the US 
Bank Corporation.

The Shop for the Benefit of 
the Museum will also open. 
The shop features collectibles, 
house wares, decorative items, 
soft goods and much more. 

Spring related and Easter 
merchandise will also be 
offered. Proceeds go to the 
operation of the Museum.

The Union County Mu-
seum is located at 117 S. 
Appleknocker in downtown 
Cobden, Ill. 

Hours are Saturday/Sunday 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. and Friday 
afternoons by chance. Phone 
number is 618/893-2865. The 
Museum is operated by the 
Union County Historical & 
Genealogy Society.

A River to River Trail So-
ciety has announced its third 
public hike of the 2025 spring 
hiking season for Saturday, 
March 15 at Jackson Falls in 
Pope County.

The hike is free and open 
to the public. This will be a 
loop hike of high difficulty 3.5 
miles in length, with 3 hours 
of hiking time. 

The leader of the hike can 
be reached at  618-534-8139 
for more information. 

Hikers are asked to meet at 
10 a.m. at Zion Hill Church in 

Trail Society hike planned
Ozark, Ill.

The trail society has stated 
that the hike is intended for 
people in good health who 
have done some hiking. 

Hiking sticks and boots or 
sturdy shoes are recommend-
ed. Hikers should bring their 
own water and snacks. Hikers 
are asked to not bring dogs.

More information, includ-
ing driving instructions to the 
meeting area, can be found 
online at the River to River 
Trail Society’s website at 
www.rivertorivertrail.net
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Opinion and
Commentary

Please read this...                         By Geof Skinner

At least it wasn’t 107 degrees below zero...
Why do I live where the air hurts my face?
That question came to mind during the noon hour on the 

18th day of February.
That was about the time that your writer decided to go on a 

daily walkabout. At the time, it was a balmy 17 degrees in our 
backyard. Which wasn’t bad, considering that the temperature 
dropped to something like 1 or 2 degrees below zero in the 
morning a couple of days later.

The National Weather Service office in Paducah shared on its 
website that when I decided to go outside and spend some time 
in the cold, it was 16 degrees at the Southern Illinois Airport 
near Carbondale. With a wind out of the north at 13 miles per 
hour, the wind chill was 2. Perfect time for a walk. Since the 
sun was shining, it actually was not a bad time to go for a walk. 

Just for the sake of knowing such things, I decided to check 
on the weather in a couple of other places at the time. More 
or less...

For example...in Antarctica, the temperature was 35 degrees. 
Below zero. With a wind out of the northwest at 15 miles per 
hour, the wind chill was 64 degrees. Below zero. I have never 
been to Antarctica. Got “close” one time. If 3,900 miles away 
is close...

A little bit off to the north, as in Utqiagvik, Alaskas, which 
is north of the Arctic Circle, the temperature on the day of my 
walk through a winter wonderland was a little bit warmer...
at 9 degrees below zero. The wind was out of the north at 7 
miles per hour, so the wind chill was just 24 degrees below 
zero. Probably about time to start think about getting the lawn 
mower ready for spring...if such things are done in Utquiagvik.

Far, far away from Antarctica and Alaska...and pretty much 
everywhere else for that matter, a high temperature of 15 de-
grees below zero was reported...at the Gale Crater...which is 
in the southern hemisphere...of the planet Mars. Temperatures 
on the red planet home of Looney Tunes character Marvin the 
Martian are being recorded by the rover Curiosity and can be 
found online. The 15 degrees below zero high temperature 
actually was recorded on February 12, when the low was...107 
degrees below zero. Hmmmm...if our porch swing happened 
to be on Mars, Bob and I could sit outside in such weather 
and not worry about mosquitoes...or much of anything else 
for that matter.

Hopefully, by the time you are reading this, the latest edition 
of the Polar Vortex is a rapidly fading memory in a winter most 
of us would like to forget. 

I did get in a walk Monday afternoon as well. Most of the 
snow had melted. No icicles were to be seen. Some of the 
damage to trees caused by our ice storm in January looks like 
it will be with us for a while. The walk also reminded me that 
we are in the last days (I hope) of winter, and the world around 
us just seems kind of brown and soggy. Hopefully, we’ll soon 
be seeing the flowers and blossoms of spring...and the little bit 
of grass we have in our front yard will start to turn green... Do 
you think Marvin the Martian has to mow his lawn?

Meanwhile...
How ‘bout a Critter Sighting Update or two?
Starlings. Lots of starlings. Yup. As usual, they seem to be 

pretty much everywhere. I’m guessing they are among the 
critters having a tough time this winter.

White-tailed deer looking for something to eat in a snow 
covered landscape. Yup. One hawk gliding through a clear 
blue sky. Yup. Sunday afternoon. The deer were sighted  thanks 
to the sharp eyes of The Other Half. We took a bit of a short 
road trip along a couple of country roads, just to see that what 
we might see. Oh, yes, along with the deer and the hawk, we 
saw some cows and several dogs which seemed to decide that 
chasing our car would be fun. It occurred to me at that moment 
in time that I have never seen cats chase a car...

These may be the only folks in Union County who were 
happy with last week’s Arctic cold temperatures. As of last 
Sunday afternoon, they did not appear to be doing well 
in our somewhat warmer temperatures...and by Monday 
afternoon they were, well, gone...

A bluebird was doing its best to stay warm in the cold 
Thursday afternoon, Feb. 20, at the Lincoln Memorial 
Picnic Grounds in Jonesboro.

A white-tailed deer was one of the few critters spotted on 
a Sunday afternoon drive through the country.

A bird, perhaps of the woodpecker variety, found a snack at a feeder. The photographer is grateful that he does not 
have to eat dinner in this manner.

Do you need REAL ID?
Illinois Secretary of State’s office raises
awareness as deadline approaches

Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias wants Illinoisans to make 
sure they know if they need a REAL ID ahead of the federal 
deadline, now less than three months away.

The Secretary of State’s office is proactively raising awareness 
about the uses of REAL IDs and clarifying that they are not man-
datory for driving a vehicle or required for valid identification or 
proof of citizenship.

The primary reason for Illinoisans over the age of 18 to obtain 
a REAL ID is to fly domestically on a commercial aircraft or visit 
certain federal facilities, such as a military base or federal court-
house as of May 7. Individuals who have a valid U.S. passport and 
those under the age of 18 will not need a REAL ID.

The deadline for obtaining the REAL ID has been pushed 
back multiple times, most recently in 2022 when the Department 
of Homeland Security, DHS, cited the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Meanwhile, the DHS has not provided details on how 
it plans to enforce the REAL ID Act once the deadline arrives, 
suggesting it will implement a “phased enforcement approach” 
over a two-year period, which could allow travelers to board flights 
with warnings about the requirement.

“Between implementation delays and a lack of clarity about 
enforcement procedures, the REAL ID initiative has led to a great 
deal of confusion and misinformation about what is required and 
how the federal government plans to implement it,” Giannoulias 
said in a news release. “We do know that REAL IDs will not be 
mandatory for most tasks other than flying, and our employees 
have been doing an outstanding job at handling this unprecedented 
demand.”

Giannoulias launched the office’s “Get Real Illinois” campaign 
last May to raise awareness about the requirements and deadline 
associated with the federal initiative. The campaign has leveraged 
partnerships across the state to boost enrollment through a series 
of REAL ID “pop-up” events throughout the past year.

Giannoulias’ office has experienced an uptick in REAL ID 
issuances with 628,279 issued in 2022, 864,240 in 2023 and 1.1 
million in 2024. In January of 2025, the office issued 128,000 
REAL IDs, a record for a single month.

Currently, just 3.4 million Illinois residents with a driver’s li-
cense or state ID – or about 30 percent – hold a REAL ID driver’s 
license or ID.

Giannoulias also stressed that Illinoisans who need a REAL 
ID should make an appointment at a DMV to avoid longer lines 
closer to the deadline or wait until after May 7 to apply if they do 
not have immediate travel plans.

Individuals applying for a REAL ID must do so in-person at an 
Illinois DMV and are required to present:

A U.S. birth certificate, U.S. passport, Naturalization Certif-
icate, Report of Birth Abroad or a Certificate of Citizenship. If 
you are not a U.S. citizen, an employment authorization document, 
a permanent resident card or a foreign passport with an approved 
I-94 form is also acceptable. If you’ve changed your name, you’ll 
need to provide name change documents.

Proof of a full Social Security number, SSN. Examples include 
a Social Security card, a W-2 or a pay stub with your full SSN.

Two current residency documents that list your full name. 
Examples include a utility bill, rental agreement, deed/title or a 
bank statement.

Proof of your signature. Examples include a signed credit or 
canceled check or current state driver’s license or state ID.

Illinois residents can go online to access an interactive checklist 
to make sure they have the documents they need before heading 
to a DMV.

Some Illinois DMVs require an appointment, so residents are 
encouraged to plan ahead and visit www.ilsos.gov if they need to 
schedule one.

At least the sun was shining
Sunlight was shining through icicles on a structure 

at the Anna City Park on Thursday afternoon, Feb. 20. 
Such icy images were common in the area last week 
following a winter storm which was accompanied by 
bitter cold temperatures.


