THE GAZETTE-DEMOCRAT

The Talk And Cobden Review ¢ Serving Union County Since 1849

Thursday, March 13,2025

Anna, Illinois

$1.00

Volume 178, Number 12

News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area,
from social media
and beyond...

March 20 is the first day
of spring. Daffodils seen in
bloom late last week along
a rural road near Cobden of-
fered a sign that spring is on
the way.

Fkok

Anna School District 37
on Friday posted the follow-
ing message to parents and
guardians on social media:
“This message is to inform
you that all District 37 schools
went on an external lock down
for approximately 1 hour this
morning, while the police
searched for a person of inter-
est. There was no immediate
threat to either of the schools.
This was done as a precaution-
ary measure only. The suspect
was quickly apprehended, and
is now in custody. Thank you
to the Anna PD for their quick
response.”

sksksk

The Union County Sheriff’s
Office posted on social media
early this week that Inter-
state 57 southbound would be
closed from 7 p.m. Tuesday
through 7 a.m. Wednesday
from milepost 45 to mile-
post 30 in Union, Johnson
and Williamson counties for
more emergency guardrail and
pavement repairs.

skksk

Anna-Jonesboro Communi-
ty High School plans to pres-
ent the musical “Grease,” with
performances set for 7 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, March
21-22, and 2 p.m. Sunday,
March 23.

skksk

A Scholastic Book Fair
is scheduled March 18-28
at Anna Junior High/Davie
School in Anna.

kksk

Cobden student Alyssa Fa-
bian is the 2025-2026 Illinois
Senior Beta Club president.

Hksk

Cobden High School Beta
Club members won 38 awards
at the recent state conven-
tion. The honors included 17
first place awards, 12 second
place awards five third place
awards.

kksk

Cobden’s Natalie Franklin
has earned recognition on the
Illinois Basketball Coach-
es Association’s 2025 girls’
Class 1A all-state basketball
team.
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(continued on page 2)

SIU planning special events
to observe total lunar eclipse

Southern Illinois University
Carbondale plans to play host to
sky-watchers of all types during
a total lunar eclipse.

The university plans to open
the observation areas on the
lawn at the Neckers building
on the SIU campus during the
event, set overnight for the
evening of March 13-14.

The total lunar eclipse, also
known as the “blood moon,”
will be visible over most of the
Americas. During the event, the
moon will appear to go through
different phases, turning to a
deep orange-red for about one
hour during totality about 1:30
am. to 2:30 a.m. Central Time.

Eclipses don’t happen only
when the moon blocks the sun
from the Earth. In this case, the
Earth will return the favor for
the moon, blocking sunlight
from reaching its surface, said
Bob Baer, associate scientist in
the SIU School of Physics and
Applied Physics at STU.

“I'love watching lunar eclips-
es because you can see the
shadow of the Earth as it slowly
sweeps across the moon over a
three-hour event,” said Baer,
one of the key organizers of
SIU’s participation in two to-
tal solar eclipses in Southern
Mlinois in 2017 and 2024. “Al-
though it’s not as spectacular
or fast-paced as a total solar
eclipse, a total lunar eclipse is
awe inspiring.

“When you see totality,
you’re looking at light refracted
from the sun through the Earth’s
atmosphere — the exact color is
determined by the amount of
dust particles in the air. It’s like
seeing sunsets around the world
projected on the moon.”

The public is invited to join
organizers at SIU, as well as
members of the Astronomical
Association of Southern Illinois
and the Adler Planetarium, for
the free event.

Starting at midnight, activ-
ities, including guided tele-
scope viewings and special
things to do during peak eclipse
hours, will be centered on the
southwest side of the Neckers
building.

Participants can bring lawn
chairs, blankets, telescopes,
photographic equipment and
coolers. Alcohol is not per-
mitted.

Participants bringing their
own telescopes or photograph-
ic equipment are welcome
to arrive early and keep their
equipment set up for the entire
eclipse. Organizers hope to
keep lighting at the site to a
minimum.

Outdoor enthusiasts are also
invited to be part of another
special program, “Half of the
Magic and Majesty of Living
on Earth Happens at Night.”
The program features a nature
walk under the eclipsed moon,
led by Steve Gariepy, experi-
ential education specialist and
researcher of almost 20 years.

Participants in this event are
advised bring a flashlight or
headlamp, snack, water and
binoculars, if possible. The
group will meet in the telescope
area at midnight at Neckers.
The walk is expected to last
about 90 minutes, with the
group returning to the telescope
area at Neckers a little after
1:30 a.m.

Organizers also plan to lives-
tream the events from other
locations.

Participants can park for
free in Lot 47, located between
the Paul Simon Public Policy
Institute and Neckers building.
The south end of the parking
lot will be blocked to keep
headlights from shining into the
observation area.

No tickets are required. For
more information or for special
accommodations, call SIU
Events and Outreach at 618-
536-7751 or email events@
siu.edu.

2022 lunar eclipse
A view of a May 2022 lunar eclipse as seen in Union
County. File photo.

Noon moon
The moon was seen in the sky over Anna at around
noon on Thursday, March 6.

Stinson Library board
president nominated
for national honor

Stinson Memorial Public
Library District president
Don Burnett has been nom-
inated for the American
Library Association’s, ALA,
2025 Trustee Citation.

Stinson Memorial Public
Library District shared in its
Fully Booked newsletter that
Burnett’s library career has
spanned more than 60 years.

The newsletter article high-
lighted his achievements and
contributions in support of
libraries and the community.

His career began in 1963,
when he accepted a position
as a school librarian at Peoria
Middle School.

He later became the first
librarian at Anna District
37 Middle School, where
he built a library collection
from scratch. Over the years,
he has played a vital role in
advancing library services
throughout Southern Illinois.

A lifelong advocate for lit-
eracy and education, Burnett
earned a master’s degree in
history from Murray State
University in Murray, Ky.,
in 1968.

He earned a master of
library and information sci-
ence degree from Vanderbilt
University in Nashville,
Tenn., in 1970, where he
served as president of the
library student association.

For more than 40 years he
worked as the state hospital
librarian at what is now
known as Choate Mental
Health and Developmental
Center in Anna, in addition
to his role at Anna Junior
High School.

Burnett joined the Stinson
Memorial Public Library
District board in 1985 and
has served as president ever
since.

Under his leadership, Stin-
son Memorial Public Li-
brary District has made the

Don Burnett/photo from
Stinson Memorial Public
Library District Newsletter.

a transition from a municipal
library to a district system,
expanded branch locations,
modernized automation and
sought national landmark
recognition for the historic
library building along South
Main Street in Anna.

Burnett contributed to the
Illinois State Library Board
under former Illinois Sec-
retary of State Jesse White.
He has served on the Shaw-
nee Library System board.
Burnett remains active in
his church and in the com-
munity.

“Reading is what makes
our country great,” Bur-
nett said. “It’s important
for young people to explore
ideas and know they are not
alone.”

Stinson Memorial Public
Library District director
Sarah Watkins submitted
Burnett’s nomination for the
ALA honor.

Watkins praised Burnett’s
leadership, mentorship and
unwavering dedication to
libraries. ALA plans to an-
nounce its Trustee Citation
recipients later in 2025.
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Tri-State Tornado remembered, commemoration planned
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A display about the 1925 Tri-State Tornado can be seen in a front window at the Union County Museum in
downtown Cobden, which opened last Saturday for the 2025 season. The display features about 20 photographs
and a map showing the path of the deadly tornado. The tornado’s path was just north of Union County.

The Tri-State Tornado occurred on March 18, 1925. The tornado was the deadliest in the history of the United
States. The Tri-State Tornado left a 219-mile path of destruction across Southeast Missouri, Southern lllinois and
southwest Indiana, taking the lives of 695 people. The city of Murphysboro was one of the hardest hit communities,

with 234 of the fatalities occurring there.

To commemorate the Tri-State Tornado, the National Weather Service’s Paducah office plans to host a 100-year
anniversary event on Saturday, March 15, in Murphysboro. The event, which will be at Murphysboro High School,
is scheduled to run from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Exhibits and presentations by guest speakers are planned throughout
the day. A keynote address is scheduled to be delivered at 2:45 p.m. by Ken Graham, director of the National
Weather Service and assistant administrator for weather services with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, NOAA. For those who are unable to attend Saturday’s event in person, the City of Murphysboro
is planning to livestream the commemoration on the city’s YouTube page.
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News Notes

(continued from page 1)
Shawnah Eubanks Burgess
have earned all-conference
team honors in girls’ high
school basketball.
skeskesk
Cobden’s Matthew Howell
earned all-conference team
honors in boys’ basketball.
skesksk
Cobden School’s Outdoor
Club volunteered at the recent
Dirty South Roubaix bike race
in Alto Pass. The club was
presented with a brand new
Trek mountain bike from The
Bike Surgeon of Carterville.
skeskesk
Stinson Memorial Public
Library District is sharing a
“heartfelt thank you to Ms.
Beth for her incredible con-

tributions to our library for
more than 10 years. Ms. Beth
will continue to lead story
times throughout the Spring,
so be sure to stop by and say
hello. While we’ll miss her
dearly, we’re excited to find
the next amazing person to
join our team! We’re looking
for a Children’s Coordinator
to help serve our wonderful
community. If you love books,
enjoy working with kids, and
want to make a difference,
we’d love to hear from you!”
skskosk

Shawnee Community Col-
lege’s spring break is under-
way this week.

sksksk

Happy St. Patrick’s Day,

which is March 17.

Spring-like weather
experienced in region

Spring does not “officially”
arrive until March 20.

However, the Southern
Illinois, Southeast Missouri
and Western Kentucky region
has been experiencing spring-
like weather this week. Severe
weather is possible on Friday.

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah report-
ed that above normal tempera-
tures in the 70s were expected
to continue throughout this
week, with a few areas pos-
sibly reaching 80 on Friday.
Cooler conditions are in the
forecast by Sunday.

Very dry air and vegetation
were expected to lead to an el-
evated fire danger on Tuesday
afternoon.

A weak system may have
spread some light rain and per-
haps a few rumbles of thunder
across the area Wednesday
night into Thursday, today.

Another system will impact
the area later Friday into Fri-
day night, accompanied by
thunderstorms, some of which

could be on the strong side.

Widespread thunderstorms
will bring a substantial threat
of damaging winds and pos-
sibly tornadoes late Friday af-
ternoon through Friday night,
the weather service advised
early this week.

Wind gusts outside of thun-
derstorms could reach 30 to 35
miles per hour on Friday.

Spring
StoryWalk
planned

Stinson Memorial Public
Library District is planning
to put up a Spring StoryWalk
display during March and
April.

The StoryWalk will feature
the book titled “As an Oak
Tree Grows” by Brian Karas.

The StoryWalk is scheduled
to be on display March 14-27
at Stinson Memorial Public
Library in Anna and March 29
through April 11 Cobden Park.

The Gazette-Democrat

.

Civil War Weekend held in Anna

Civil War Weekend activities were presented Friday and Saturday, March 7-8, by the Shawnee Hills Arts Council
and the PAST organization of Union County. Activities took place at the Shawnee Hills Arts Council in Anna. On
Saturday, exhibits and presentations about the Civil War were held. One of the talks, titled “The Battle of Shiloh:
Turning Point in the West,” was given by Robert Weeks, who is a retired Southern lllinois University Carbondale
professor and a founding member of the Cape Civil War Roundtable.

Weather

High 70, low 27;

trace of muddy rain

Temperatures during the
period of March 4-10 in the
Union County area ranged
from a high of 70 degrees to
alow of 27.

Precipitation for the period
measured just over 0.57 of an
inch of rain.

Following are highlights
for the period as recorded by
weather observer Dana Cross
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, March 4: high
66, low 51. 0.49 of an inch
of rain.

Wednesday, March 5: high
51, low 33. 0.08 of an inch
of rain.

Thursday, March 6: high
52, low 27.

Friday, March 7: high 62,
low 37. Trace of muddy rain.

Saturday, March 8: high
55, low 36.

Sunday, March 9: high 62,
low 33.

Monday, March 10: high
70, low 28.

Cobden students
attend Educators

Rising convention

Cobden School District’s
Educators Rising Club had a
successful trip to the recent
state convention at Illinois
State University in Bloom-
ington.

The school district shared
highlights from the trip on
social media.

Cobden’s Ramsie Sauer-
brunn was awarded a $4,000
scholarship to attend Illinois
State University, majoring
in social sciences, secondary
education in fall,

Mason Lyerla “did a fantas-
tic job” leading sessions as the
vice president for Educators
Rising Illinois.

Maddie Merriman and Na-
talie Marks competed in chil-
dren’s literature and Sophie
Barnhart competed in job
interview.
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Vehicles were among the many things outdoors which were covered with dust
spots following light rain which fell last Friday morning in some parts of the region.
The National Weather Service office in St. Louis reported on social media that it had
done some analysis which showed that it looked like the dust likely came all the way
from New Mexico and Texas.

Food pantries benefiting from donations

from the Fowler-Bonan Foundation

o i

Food pant

ry volunteers

Pictured are Julia Duff-Thrower, School Nurse at Dongola Unit District #66 and a
group of Junior High Students who helped unload and carry in boxes of food to be
distributed to needy families recommended by their teachers.

By Julia Duff-Thrower

Heaven’s Kitchen, a commu-
nity mission led by the Fowl-
er-Bonan Foundation, based in
Harrisburg, has been busy this
week restocking food pantries
in Southern Illinois.

Other areas served by the
organization include Thebes,
Olive Branch, Cairo, Pulaski,
Stonefort, McLeansboro and
Metropolis.

In addition to stocking area
food pantries, Heaven’s Kitch-
en, manned by volunteers,
serves free weekly meals on
Tuesday evenings to Harrisburg
area residents and Thursday
evening in Marion.

They have provided meals to
over 17,000 individuals since
December of 2024.

Another service offered is
fresh fruits and vegetables to
area school cafeteria including
Egyptian, Century, Cairo and
Meridian.

The Fowler-Bonan Founda-
tion also provided over 40,000
cans of soup to Alexander,
Pulaski, Union, Saline and
Williamson Counties at over
20 locations during its Together
We CAN Campaign.

Heaven’ Kitchen supplied
the pancake mix for the Kiwan-
is Pancake Day in Harrisburg,
and supplied over 600 Thanks-

giving and Christmas meals
to residents of our Region. In
addition, they held a Breakfast
With Santa event with over
1000 in attendance.

Area residents are thankful
for the services provided by
Heaven’s Kitchen and Senator
Dale Fowler and his Staff, and
appreciate his efforts to eradi-
cate hunger in our area.

For more information, or
if you are in need of services,
contact The Fowler-Bonan
Foundation at 618-926-3062
or email them at FowlerBonan-
Foundation@gmail.com You
may also inquire by mail at PO
Box 848, Harrisburg, IL.. 62946.

You are‘invited to'be our guests for Ladies’ Day!

March 22, 2025

A Woman's.Crown of Gloery
Speaker: Rachel Riley

Lessons:

The Promising Reward

The Rewarding Promise

8:00 a.m.- 9:00 a.m.:
9:00 a.m. -:11:00 a.m.:
11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.:

Registration
Lessons and Singing
Luncheon and Fellowship

Rachel Riley was born in Chattanooga, TN, but'grew up mainly in North Carolina. She attended Freed
Hardeman University before transferring to cosmetology school in Huntsville, AL, where she worked as a
hairstylist for 10 years. She changed careers in 2017 and has been working in the banking industry ever
since. She currently resides;in Benton, Kentucky, with her husband of 7 years, Ben Riley, and their 2 dogs
that they absolutely adore. Rachel and Ben are active members of the Central Church of Christ. Over the
years, Rachel hastaught Bible classes'and given devotionals for children, teen girls and ladies classes.

Anna Church of Christ

104.Nile Street, Anna, IL*62906
To RSVP:or ask questions:: rebekahthornsberry88@gmail.com
Please RSVP on or before March 16, 2025

We look forward to seeing you!
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County Line News

(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)

How did you like adding the
new experience of “mud rain”
to your life?

Dust from the southwest
merged with a bit of rain Friday
and left quite the impression
behind. If your car was parked
without cover, you know what
I’'m talking about.

I’'m not saying my car was
clean before that stuff came
down, but wow, what a mess.
It wasn’t easy to get off either.
Two rounds through the car
wash, one automatic and one
manual, did the trick finally. Or
so I thought.

It never fails after the car
dries off that I find missed
spots...oh well, I’m sure some-
thing else will mess it up before
the week is out anyway.

I’'m just glad the tempera-
tures warmed up enough that
I didn’t turn into a popsicle
washing it.

The Easter flowers are
blooming in quite a few places
and I noticed a haze of buds
on the trees this week. Hardly
surprising with temperatures
soaring into the 60s and 70s
these last couple of weeks.
Looks like more of the same
this coming week.

This is southern Illinois
though, so I wouldn’t pack up
those coats and blankets just

Union
County
Fixin’s

By Suzan Harvel
Creamed Peas and Potatoes

4 medium potatoes, peeled
and cubed

1 10 oz package of frozen
peas

1 teaspoon of sugar

2 tablespoons butter

2 tablespoons flour

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon pepper

1 1/2 cups milk

2 tablespoons fresh minced
dill

Place potatoes in a saucepan;
cover with water and cook until
tender. Cook peas according
to package, adding the sugar.
Meanwhile, melt butter in a
saucepan; add flour, salt, and
pepper to form a paste (roux).
Gradually stir in milk. Bring to
a boil; boil for 1 minute. Add
dill, cook until thickened and
bubbly. Drain potatoes and
peas. Place in serving bowl and
pour cream mixture over them.
Stir to coat. Serve immediately.

yet. Snow is not unheard of
around here, even into April.

McClure has had a lot going
on this these last few weeks.
The old school building that
now houses “The Spark” church
added a covered entrance to the
building.

Then they lost one of their
buildings this past week,
the 80-year-old building last
housed a tax business and was
one of the few remaining two
storied buildings in town.

Another of its two-story
building is in dire need of taking
down as it’s leaning towards
the fire station. It makes me
nervous driving past it.

Then, Saturday there was
a wreck at the intersection of
Grapevine Trail and Rt. 146 that
caused drivers to find alternate
routes into McClure.

We had a bit of excitement
Friday. There was a section
of the county water line that
had a pipe break. Seems it was
located in our yard at about 4
p.m. This required the digging
up of the old one. It’s now a bit
of a muddy mess down there,
but they apparently got it fixed.

My husband is happy no rain
is forecast and hoping it’ll all
dry up soon. The break was near
our garden area and he’s getting
ready to start planting.

Household wise, we still use
a well and weren’t affected by
the break, but I feel for those
folks that were and then had a
boil water notice to deal with.
That’s never fun.

Speaking of gardens. We
finally received the seeds my
husband ordered on line. So
many of the places he’s gotten
good seed from in the past have
gone out of business, so now
he’s ordering them.

His seed potatoes having
been doing their thing all winter
and are about ready to go into
the ground. I'll be glad to have
them out of the way and sure
hope we get a better crop than
last year. You just never know,
but hopefully we won’t have to
replant as much.

Mill Creek Baptist will be
having its monthly Pot Luck
Dinner after services on March
16. We Baptists enjoy our pot
lucks. The Lord’s Supper was
observed on Sunday, March 2
at the end of services and the
business meeting was held on
March 12.

Those added to the prayer
list are: the Becky Poole fam-
ily, in her passing; the Jack
Miller family, in his passing;
the Stella Plott family in her

'Durch GUTTERING

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS SINCE 1979.

JOIN THE DUTCH FAMILY TODAY!

WE CLEAN OUT GUTTERS
* Service & Rerain
* Seamiess GUTTERING
* ResinentiaL & CommereciaL
* Storm Damace
* Home Pressure WhasHing
* Sining & OvErnANG
* GurTer Guarns
We do underground drain line
systems for downspout drainage

FREE ESTIMATES
Ask About Our Specials!

(618) 351-1881 - Carhondale, IL
(573) 334-1664 - Cape Girardeau, MO |

By Suzan Harvel

passing; Lester Wallace, cancer;
Harold Richardson, personal;
our youth, direction and salva-
tion; Dianna Robertson, health;
Ken Wilson, is in the hospital
with a lot going on; William
Bates, infant with RSV; Scott
Neighbors, health; Teresa Phil-
lips, health; Henry “Jr” Tripp,
health; and Brother Bobby
Richardson, personal.

The family of Shirley Harvel
are throwing her a 90th birthday
cake reception at the Mill Creek
Baptist Church on April 5, from
1-3 p.m. for friends and family.
She asks for no gifts please, but
she loves cards.

The Mill Creek Village
Board will be meeting on Tues-
day, March 18 at 7 p.m.

If residents need to address
the board, they need to call
into the Village Hall and leave
a message or contact Village
President, Amy Kram, to be
place on the agenda.

Yard sale set for
Anna City Park

A yard sale event is sched-
uled for Anna City Park in
Anna for Saturday, April 5.

The event is scheduled from
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the park’s
cattle barns.

The event is free for ven-
dors, with a $20 deposit to
reserve your space. Deposits
will be returned to sellers
when their designated space
is clear at the end of the day.

For more information or to
register your space call 618-
614-2357.

Cobden Elementary School students
reach February reading goals

Cobden Elementary School has recognized the students who reach their goals in
the school-wide accelerated reading program for the month of February. Students are
required to read books and take comprehension tests on the computer to achieve their
points. Students who reached their goals in February are featured. Photos provided.

25 Point Club: In the first row are JJ Kaufman, Alissa Carlsen and Samwell Meyers-
Matthews. In the second row are Chevy Moreland, Emilia Alvarado, Miguel Garcia,
Andres Morales, Rhyker Knop, Westin Kosydor and Daniel Rafael.

50 Point CIub:Addysyn Stroehlein, Leyla Guijon, Ben Shelton and Tadeo Nava.

Anna-Jonesboro Women’s Club meets in March
The Anna-Jonesboro chapter of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs met on Monday, March 3 at the Shawnee
Hills Art Council/Anna Art Center.
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. The Club Collect, Martha
Schwegman, gave the devotion on Saint Patrick. Shawnna Rhine of Southern 7 Health Department was guest speaker.
Marie Samuel reported on current events and Barbara Bauer brought records of the past for discussion, including
pictures and booklets. Lillian Milam went to the Union County schools and left the papers for the applications for

scholarships.

President Jane Bauer brought a book of newspaper clippings of the past meetings. Old business and new business
was discussed. Photos by Martha Ann Webb.

IR e A
Shawnna Rhine of the
Southern 7 Health Depart-
ment was the guest speaker
at the GFWC Illinois Anna
Jonesboro Womens Club.

Shawnna taught Narcan
training for drug overdose pre-
vention as well as recognizing
and responding to an opioid
overdose.

She also discussed the
importance of colon cancer
screening. Call 618 634 2297
to request your free colon
cancer screening Kkit.

Fish fries planned
at Cobden church

Lenten season fish fries
are being served at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Cobden.

Fish fries will be served in
the Cobden church’s parish
hall on the following Fridays:
March 14, March 21, March
28, April 4 and April 11. Serv-
ing will be from 4:30 p.m. to
7 p.m. each Friday.

Dinner prices are $15 for
adults and $7.50 for children
5 to 10 years of age. Children
4 and under are free.

Attendees for the March 3 meeting of the GFWC lllinois Anna-Jonesboro Women’s
Club. Pictured, from left, are Lillian Milam, education; Barbara Bauer, historian; artist
Marie Samuel; Suzie Kessler, secretary; Lee Hackney, board member; Venus Buck,
RN Patient Advocate/Activity Coordinator/Med/Surg for Deaconess of Union County;
Martha Ann Webb, photographer and publicity; Martha Schwegman, Club Collect;

President Jane Bauer.

Lee Hackney (left) hosted the meeting of the GFWC
lllinois Anna-Jonesboro Women’s Club at the Shawnee
Hills Arts Council. Displayed is a drawing by Marie
Samuel (right) of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., which was

NOTICE OF BID
The City of Jonesboro is entertaining sealed bids
on surplus real estate property located at 900
Public Square with parcel #14-00-07-282. The
City of Jonesboro will accept sealed bids with a
minimum purchase price of $2,800. Sealed bids
must be delivered to Jonesboro City Hall located at
1101 Public Square, Jonesboro, IL 62952, by
Monday, April 7, 2025, by 2:00 pm. Requests for
bid packages can be made at Jonesboro City Hall.
Please contact the Jonesboro City Clerk's Office
for more information (618)833-2712.

done at Herrin Junior High
in 1967 or 1968.

A portrait of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., done with
ink marker on muslin
by Marie Samuel. The
image has gotten damp
and blurry in the 55 years
since it was created, which
artist Samuel thinks of as
a metaphor for a life which
ended far too soon. “Dr.
King’s message of peace
is needed now more than
ever,” said Samuel.

Anna District #37 Kindergarten Screening

Anna District #37 will hold Kindergarten Screening
on March 18th from Noon to 6:00 pm at Lincoln
School. Children must be 5 years old on or before

September 1st, 2025. Please bring your child and a
county certified copy of your child’s birth certificate.

All children planning on attending
kindergarten in the 2025-2026 school year




