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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area.

Temperature fluctuations in
the Union County area ranged
nearly 70 degrees from March
17 to March 23.

skksk

A beautification project was
underway last week on the
square in Jonesboro. Older
trees are being removed and
new ones planted.
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Plans have been announced
for this year’s JuneFest cel-
ebration in Jonesboro. The
community event is set for
June 6. Live music, craft ven-
dors and children’s activities
are planned.
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A Blessing of the Tractors
and drive are planned Saturday,
March 28, at the Cross of Peace
on Bald Knob Mountain near
Alto Pass. Check-in is at 8:30
a.m.; the drive begins at 9:30
a.m. The drive will benefit the
Union County Farm Bureau
Foundation to provide schol-
arships and to fund the Ag in
the Classroom program.
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Palm Sunday, the beginning
of Holy Week leading up to
Easter, is March 29. Easter
Sunday is April 5.

*opok

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School shared that
its A-J’s Educators Rising
club represented the school
proudly earlier this week at
the Southern Illinois Future
Teacher Coalition’s competi-
tion day held at Southeastern
Illinois College in Harrisburg.
A-J students placed in nine
out of the 13 competitions
they participated in. A-J’s
Jayda Shepard was awarded
a $1,500 scholarship from the
coalition.

skksk

A-JCHS is looking to hire a
head coach for the boys’ golf
team.

skksk

Boiler repair work was com-
pleted and the heat was back on
late last week at Stinson Me-
morial Public Library in Anna.

skksk

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is planning to host a car
show on Saturday, May 2, at its
main campus near Ullin.

skksk

A “hummingbird sugar
drive” is underway at the
Barkhausen Cache River Wet-
lands Center at 8885 State
Route 37 South near Cypress.
Donations of sugar are being
accepted at the center to help
keep hummingbird feeders full
this season. A donation of one
pound of sugar before April
1 will be good for a ticket to
enter a wetlands basket raffle.

skksk

Shawnee National Forest
fire crews are conducting two
prescribed burn operations.

sk

Anna Jo Garden Club will
host the annual District meet-
ing on Thursday March 26th
at St. Mary's Catholic Church.
This event features gardeners
from many Garden Clubs in
the Southern Illinois region.
The topic of the speaker will
be flower arrangement and
design.
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Celebration planned
at Stinson Library
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Union County landmark

An illustration featuring Stinson Memorial Public
Library in Anna accompanies an announcement on
social media about an upcoming celebration of Walter
Burley Griffin.

Stinson Memorial Public
Library is planning to host
a special event in honor of
the architect who designed
the Union County landmark
structure located in Anna.

The 150th anniversary of
the year in which famed ar-
chitect and landscape architect
Walter Burley Griffin was
born will be celebrated on
Saturday, April 11. Griffin was
born in 1876 and died in 1937.

“We are one of 150 historic
sites around the world hosting
celebrations,” the Anna library
shared on social media. Stin-
son Memorial Public Library
is located at 409 S. Main St.

In commemoration of the
anniversary, two trees will
be planted and dedicated in
Griffin’s honor.

During the April 11 cel-

ebration, Marion Mahoney
Griffin’s original rendering
of the Anna library will be
on display. Marion Mahoney
Griffin was an architect and
artist and was married to Wal-
ter Burley Griffin.

The celebration at the Anna
library is scheduled to get
underway at 11 a.m. with
a self-led library tour, light
refreshments and a stained-
glass craft. A tree dedication
ceremony is planned at noon.

A presentation titled “Un-
derstanding the Stinson Li-
brary, One of America’s Great
Treasures” is planned at 12:30
p.m. The presentation will be
by Paul Kruty, who is a profes-
sor at the University of Illinois
and a founding member of the
Walter Burley Griffin Society
of America.

Record warmth
reported in region

Temperatures in the Union
County area went on a roll-
er coaster ride recently Re-
cord warmth was followed
by cooler temperatures. More
record warmth was possible
this week, followed by another
round of cooler weather which
was in the forecast.

The National Weather Ser-
vice office in Paducah was
calling for record high tem-
peratures in the 80s on Thurs-
day, today, in the Southern
I1linois, Southeast Missouri
and Western Kentucky region.

A cold front is expected
to move through the region
Thursday night into Friday.
The front will be accompanied
by some showers and thunder-
storms. The Weather Service
advised that a severe storm
cannot be ruled out, mainly
across northern parts of the
region.

Cooler weather is expected
Friday, with a high near 57
in the Union County area.
Highs in the 50s and 60s are
in the forecast for Saturday
and Sunday.

Last weekend, temperatures
in the region approached or
broke record highs. High tem-
peratures climbed well into
the 80s. The Weather Service
reported that preliminary data
showed that the high tempera-
ture in Van Buren in Southeast
Missouri was 95 degrees on
Saturday. If the reading in Van
Buren was verified, it would
have broken the record for the
warmest March temperature on
record in the 58-county fore-
cast area served by the Weather
Service office in Paducah.
The previous record was 94
degrees, which was set on
March 24,1929, in Harrisburg
in Southern Illinois.

Paducah tied its all-time
March record with a high of
85 degrees on Saturday. Daily
record high temperatures also
were set in Carbondale and

Poplar Bluff, Mo. A cold front
brought the return of typical
late March temperatures.
Drought Update
A March 19 update from the
U.S. Drought Monitor showed
that nearly all of Union County
was continuing to experience
abnormally dry conditions. A
tiny part of southeastern Union
County was experiencing no
drought conditions.
Abnormally dry conditions
also were reported in all of
Alexander County, in western
Pulaski County, in a small part
of southeastern Massac Coun-
ty, in northern Johnson County
and in most of Jackson and
Williamson counties. Small
parts of eastern Jackson Coun-
ty and northwestern William-
son County were experiencing
moderate drought conditions.
No drought conditions were
reported in eastern Pulaski
County, southern Johnson
County and most of Massac
County.

Child Abuse Prevention
Month activities planned

April is National Child
Abuse Prevention Month.
Illinoisans make more than
230,000 calls to the Illinois
Child Abuse Hotline each
year, offer temporary safe
haven for more than 18,000
children as foster families,
including 41 children in
Union County, and have
provided permanent, loving
homes for more than 19,000
children through adoption
over the last decade. Child
abuse prevention advocates
in Union County are encour-
aging residents of all ages to
get involved in awareness
and prevention activities this
April in hopes of helping
more children connect to
resources.

In 2011, the Union County
Child Abuse Prevention (UC-
CAP) planning committee
was co-developed by WIBH
Radio in Anna and the Chil-
dren’s Medical and Mental
Health Resource Network,
CMMHRN, to promote child
abuse awareness and preven-
tion. The committee included
county child advocacy agen-
cies, healthcare providers,

law enforcement, schools and
businesses. In 2019, Union
County CAP expanded its
support under Prevent Child
Abuse, PCA, Illinois.

Today, the committee still
includes its original members
and many new ones who
work together to improve the
lives of abused and neglected
children and their families in
Union County.

“As we recognize Child
Abuse Prevention Month,
let us recommit ourselves
to protecting the safety and
well-being of our most vul-
nerable population,” said
Rachel Chruszezyk, Southern
Region prevention specialist
for Prevent Child Abuse Illi-
nois. “By raising awareness
and taking action, we can
ensure that every child grows
up in a safe and nurturing
environment, free from the
trauma of abuse. Let us work
together to build a brighter
future for our children.”

Organizers noted that
many family-friendly events
and activities are planned for
April in the Southern Illinois
region. Union County will

be part of those activities.
The local calendar of events
includes:

April 2 at 9 a.m. 15th an-
nual Child Abuse Prevent
Month Proclamation Day at
the Union County Courthouse
in Jonesboro. The event is
open to the public.

April 10 is National Wear
Blue Day. Organizers invite
the community to share photos
on social media with #GoB-
luelllinois to support PCA
[llinois’ #GoBlue campaign.

On April 24, from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m., a Pajama Movie
Night is planned at Kiki’s Cof-
feehouse, which is located at
326 S. Main St. in downtown
Anna.

Everyone is invited to pur-
chase a blue cookie through
the #GoBlue awareness cam-
paign at Davis Pastry at 206 S.
Main St. in downtown Anna.

For more information about
these and other events planned
in Union County for Child
Abuse Prevention Month,
visit Facebook.com/Union-
CountyCAP or contact Rachel
Chruszczyk at rchruszczyk @
pcaillinois.org

Grant program supports
small agriculture operations

By Rebecka Pieder
and Medill Illinois
News Bureau

SPRINGFIELD - Illinois
food producers and busi-
nesses can apply for a share
of $3.6 million in state grant
funding through March 27 as
part of a program to reduce
Illinoisans’ reliance on food
from out of state.

The Local Food Infrastruc-
ture Grant program, through
the Illinois Department of
Agriculture, supports small
agricultural operations and
food producers working
with cold storage, process-
ing equipment, refrigerated
transportation and distribu-
tion systems.

The grant program is cur-
rently open for applica-
tions, and applicants must
complete a pre-registration
before applying. Funds will
be distributed in June.

Information on the ap-
plication process can be
found on the Department of
Agriculture’s website, agr.
illinois.gov.

The grant program is de-

signed to support the infra-
structure needed to make
locally grown food more
accessible in Illinois.

“When we say farm-to-
home food, we forget about
the critical infrastructure in
between,” Sen. David Koe-
hler, D-Peoria, said in a re-
lease announcing this year’s
funding. “This investment
ensures that our food makes
it from farm to local food
processor and distribution
safely and cleanly to your
plates at home.”

The Illinois Stewardship
Alliance, a local food and
farm advocacy group, ad-
ministered the program in its
first year in 2023. The idea
for the legislation came after
alliance members identified a
lack of sufficient infrastruc-
ture to feed their surrounding
communities, said Molly
Pickering, policy director
at the Illinois Stewardship
Alliance.

“We believe Illinois farm-
ers can feed Illinois, but we
need programs and policies
to support these farmers,”

she said.

Policies like the Local
Food Infrastructure Grant
program benefit Illinois by
removing barriers that keep
local businesses from serv-
ing their communities, Pick-
ering said.

“We know that in Illinois,
95 percent of the food that
we eat is imported from out
of state,” she said. “That
means every time we spend
money on food, all that mon-
ey is flowing to corporations
and companies out of state.
It’s not staying in our com-
munities. It’s not being rein-
vested in our communities.”

Following the passage of
the Local Food Infrastruc-
ture Grant Act, the Illinois
Department of Agriculture
took over administration.
The state appropriated $2
million in fiscal year 2025 to
the Department of Agricul-
ture to administer the grants,
though the program faced
implementation delays. The
unused funds have been add-
ed to this year’s cycle.

(continued on page 2)

Lots of prog ress

Lots of progress can be seen on a major improvement project which continues at the Anna City Park. Weather
conditions had slowed work, but lots of activity could be seen on one of the warm days which the region experienced
last week. The project is scheduled to be completed this spring.
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Missing boy found safe

An 8-year-old boy who
went missing last weekend
in the rugged, isolated Pan-
ther Den area in northeastern
Union County was found
safe. Personnel representing
multiple emergency services
joined in an effort to find the
boy.

Union County Sheriff Da-
vid Wilkins said the boy was
reported missing at about
9:30 p.m. Saturday. He was
found safe around 7 a.m.
Sunday. The boy was in good
health and did not require
medical treatment.

The Union County Sher-
iff's Office, Union County
Rescue, Illinois State Police
and emergency services per-
sonnel from throughout the
Southern Illinois area joined
in an around-the-clock effort
that came to a successful
conclusion. Civilians also
joined in offering assistance.
A command center for the
search was set up at Lick
Creek School. Ground and
air resources, along with
heat-sensing technology,
were utilized in the search
for the boy.

It appeared that the boy
went missing when he went
to get water while on a camp-
ing trip with his father at a
location near the Union/Wil-
liamson county line. The boy
did not return to the campsite.
Communication was chal-
lenged by spotty cell phone

Agricultural

service. Sunday morning the
boy was brought to safety by
another camper.

“We are pleased to report
that the 8-year-old boy who
was missing...has been safely
located and is in good con-
dition,” the sheriff’s office
posted on social media early
Sunday morning.

The sheriff extended his
“sincere thanks to all partner-
ing agencies and emergency
services personnel through-
out Southern Illinois for their
support and assistance” in the
search for the boy.

Reptiles topic
of presentation

Reptiles are scheduled to be
the topic of an upcoming Con-
servation Corner presentation
scheduled at the Shawnee
Hills Arts Council in Anna.

The program is set for 6
p-m. March 30 and will be
presented by Tony Gerard
from Shawnee Community
College. The event is free and
open to the public. The arts
council is located at 125 W.
Davie St.

Conservation Corner is a
free monthly speaker series
sponsored by the Anna-Jo
Garden Club. The series fo-
cuses on local conservation
information for landowners,
gardeners and outdoor enthu-
siasts.

Grants

(continued from page 1)
“Local food doesn’t move
itself,” Liz Moran Stelk,
executive director of the
Illinois Stewardship Alli-
ance, which helped launch
the program, said in a news
release. “Farmers across
Illinois are ready to meet
growing demand for locally
produced food, but they need
the infrastructure to do it.”
Previous grant recipients
have shown what that in-
frastructure can look like in
practice. Sola Gratia Farm,
a nonprofit farm in Urbana,
used funding to purchase a
refrigerated delivery van and
processing equipment, al-
lowing it to expand deliver-
ies to schools, food pantries
and neighborhood markets.
In McLean County, Funks
Grove Heritage Fruits &
Grains invested in grain han-
dling and processing equip-
ment, improving product
quality and reducing waste.
Recipients have described
how the grants made a huge
difference in opening busi-
ness opportunities.
“Everyone benefits when
we empower our local farm-
ers,” Sen. Doris Turner,
D-Springfield, a supporter
of the program, said in a

news release. “By fortifying
the food system, we are sup-
porting our local farmers and
mitigating food insecurity.
This funding will expand
access to fresh, local foods,
strengthen the local economy
and grow the food supply
chain.”

The Illinois Stewardship
Alliance is pushing for a
more permanent funding
solution, rather than relying
on year-to-year appropria-
tions. “That hasn’t materi-
alized yet, but we’re going
to keep advocating for that,
and so are our members,”
Pickering said.

Rebecka Pieder is a grad-
uate student in journalism
with Northwestern Univer-
sity’s Medill School of Jour-
nalism, Media and Integrated
Marketing Communications,
and is a fellow in its Me-
dill Illinois News Bureau
working in partnership with
Capitol News Illinois.

Capitol News Illinois is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan news
service that distributes state
government coverage to
hundreds of news outlets
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press
Foundation and the Robert
R. McCormick Foundation.
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Freedom Sings USA retreat coming to Anna

A three-day retreat aimed
at helping veterans share
their stories through music
will take place April 16 to
18 in Anna.

Freedom Sings USA, a
Tennessee-based nonprofit,
pairs professional Nashville
songwriters with veterans,
military personnel and their
families to transform person-
al experiences into original
songs. The organization uses
music as a form of expres-
sion to help participants
process trauma, manage
post-traumatic stress and
navigate the transition to
civilian life.

The Anna retreat will
bring together six accom-
plished songwriters with
five local veterans. Partici-
pants include Donnie Spur-
lock, who served in Iraq;
Mark Haddick and Welden
Davis, both Vietnam vet-
erans; Don Fotheringham,
98, who served at Iwo Jima;
and Jean Few, who served in
Okinawa.

Each veteran will be
paired with a songwriter to
create a song based on their
life and military service. The
goal is to foster healing and
understanding while also
providing opportunities for
the public to engage with
veterans’ stories.

Songwriters participating
in the retreat include:

Steve Dean is a hit song-
writer with six No. 1 singles
and numerous Top 40 suc-
cesses, including "Watch-
ing You," the most-played
country song of 2007. His
songs have been recorded
by Reba McEntire, George
Strait, Alabama and The
Oak Ridge Boys, among
others. Dean has earned eight
BMI Songwriter Awards and
two BMI Publisher Awards.
Inspired by artists such as
The Beatles and Johnny
Cash, he also performs as a
singer-songwriter, sharing
stories behind his work. He
co-founded Freedom Sings
USA in 2014.

Bill DiLuigi is a Nash-
ville staff writer with 888
KING MUSIC and a pro-
lific songwriter with more
than 300 cuts. His work
has been recorded by artists
including Richie McDonald
of Lonestar, Blessid Union
of Souls, Rachel Holder
and Aaron Pritchett. His
songs have appeared on

Kiwanis Club

Easter egg
hunt planned

Alongstanding Union Coun-
ty Easter season tradition is set
to continue this weekend.

The Anna Kiwanis Club is
planning to host an Easter egg
hunt on Saturday morning,
March 28, in Anna. The event
begins at 10 a.m. at the Kiwan-
is Club building at the Anna
City Park. The Easter Bunny
will be on hand for the fun. The
club has sponsored the Easter
egg hunt for many years.

The rain date for the egg
hunt is April 4, also starting
at 10 am.

Minnie Murphy

.
Bill Whyte

/ \ffmﬂﬂf l ; 1

Bill DiLuigi

Wil Nance

Nashville songwriters participating in the Freedom Sings USA retreat will be paired
with local veterans to write original songs based on their military experiences. The
songs will debut during a free public concert at 6 p.m. April 18 at East Davie Park

in Anna.

Billboard, American and
Music Row charts and in
hundreds of film and televi-
sion placements. Recognized
by "American Songwriter,"
he is often called a “poet’s
poet” and regularly performs
at Nashville’s Bluebird Cafe.

Don Goodman, co-found-
er of Freedom Sings USA,
is a Nashville songwriter
known for hits such as "An-
gels Among Us," Conway
Twitty’s "Feelin's" and "OI'
Red." Born in Hohenwald,
Tenn., he moved to Nashville
in 1961 and went on to write
thousands of songs. Good-
man was named Country
Music Songwriter of the Year
in 2002 and has received
four Grammy nominations.
He also founded the online
platform writewithapro.com
to connect aspiring writers
with professionals.

Minnie Murphy is a Nash-
ville-based singer-songwrit-
er known for a genre-span-
ning style that blends coun-
try, R&B, jazz, soul and pop.
An accomplished vocalist,
pianist and guitarist, she has
toured internationally and
performed or recorded with
artists including Vince Gill,
Martina McBride and Jamie
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O'Neal. Her music has been
featured in films such as "Re-
demption Road" and "The
Noel Diary," and recorded by
artists including Laine Hardy
and Ty Herndon.

Wil Nance is a country
songwriter behind multiple
No. 1 hits and award-win-
ning albums. He topped
the charts with "She's Ev-
erything" from the CMA
Album of the Year "Time
Well Wasted. He also wrote
"Round About Way" and
contributed to Troubadour,
a Grammy-winning project.
Nance has received multiple
BMI “Million Air” honors,
recognizing songs with more
than 1 million radio plays.

Bill Whyte, a Missou-
ri native, has worked as a
songwriter, comedian and
radio personality since his
teens. He has hosted morning
shows in Nashville, Cincin-
nati and Milwaukee, earning
a CMA Award and induction
into the Country Radio Hall
of Fame in 2012. His songs
have been recorded by artists
including Ray Stevens, Joe
Nichols and Linda Davis.
Whyte tours nationwide with
“Evening in the Round” and
performs with the trio “Hits

and Grins.”

The retreat will feature
several public events.

A kickoff dinner and writ-
ers’ round will be held at 6
p-m. Thursday, April 16, at
the VFW, 70 VFW Lane in
Anna. The event is open to
the public, and tickets are
$15. Reservations are re-
quested by April 10.

A free writers’ round con-
cert will follow at 7 p.m.
Friday, April 17, at Davie’s
School Inn Gym, 300 Free-
man St. in Anna.

The retreat will conclude
with a free public concert at
6 p.m. Saturday, April 18, at
East Davie Park. The event
will include recognition of
the participating veterans
and the premiere of the songs
written during the retreat.
Attendees are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs.

The event is being orga-
nized locally by the Shawnee
Hills Arts Council, which
is also accepting donations
to help cover the estimated
$15,000 cost of the program.

For more information or to
RSVP for the April 16 din-
ner, contact Lee Hackney at
904-625-1109 or vabchlee @
gmail.com.
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The Terbrak family would like to thank everyone who
helped Mike Terbrak or his family through this difficult
time. The Rendleman and Hileman Funeral Home in
Cobden; Dr. Ed Falgout and Rev. Jay Franklin, Pastors;
anyone who gave to BMEN from Cobden FBC; for all
the food delivered to our homes, and the food prepared for
the meal after the funeral at Cobden Baptist Church.

Thank you, Terbrak Family

)

Union County Alliance of Churches
Recommendations

I The AOC needs teachers who can show us how to
help kids learn to read. We want to help, call us.

) John 3:16 Ministries,“The Cure”, for drugs/alcohol

addiction, john3 | 6thecure.com/admission/ FREE
3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise,
fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are.

Questions call Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974

The ladies who owned the Brick House Grill stayed
busy feeding our bodies and our souls for years.
Baby showers, Christmas parties, soup on a cold
January day after a funeral - this building held all
of it. Over 7,500 square feet of brick commercial
space in the heart of downtown Anna, with a first
floor already built out and a second floor that once
rang with Teen Town music. It is ready for someone
willing to put in the work and write what comes next.

www.ollisauction.com

400 New Hope Road Buncombe, IL 62912
(618) 833-2227 Toll Free (800) 272-9791
Joe Ollis Auction Service, LLC IL Lic #444.000380
Information Herein Believed To Be Accurate But Not Warranted
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Union County voters
cast primary ballots

Union County voters head-
ed to the polls on Tuesday,
March 17 for the primary
election. According to a report
submitted by the Office of the
Union County Clerk, out of
11,795 registered voters in
Union County across 20 pre-
cincts, 2,826 participated in
the voting process on Tuesday.

Results are unofficial until
all mail-in ballots have been
confirmed. The unofficial
results for contested races
follow.

For the Democratic candi-
date for United States senator,
Juliana Stratton received 307
votes, Raja Krishnamoorthi
received 283 votes, Robin
Kelly received 70 votes, Kev-
in Ryan received 57 votes,
Bryan Maxwell received 14
votes, Christopher Swan re-
ceived 9 votes, Steve Botsford
received 7 votes, Jonathan
Dean received 7 votes, Awisi
A.Bustos received 6 votes and
Sean Brown received 7 votes.

For the Democratic candi-
date for Illinois comptroller,
Holly Kim received 286 votes,
Karina Villa received 178
votes, Margaret Croke re-
ceived 168 votes and Stepha-
nie Kifowit received 76 votes.

For the Democratic can-
didate for the state central
committee seat for the 12th

Congressional District, Viv-
ian Robinson received 593
votes and Calen Campanella
received 476 votes.

For the Republican candi-
date for United States senator,
Don Tracey received 686
votes, Jeannie Evans received
292 votes, R. Cary Capparelli
received 212 votes, Casey
Chilebek received 197 votes,
Pamela Denise Long received
160 votes and Jimmy Lee
Tillman received 157 votes.

For the Republican can-
didate for Illinois governor,
Darren Bailey received 1,395
votes, Ted Kabrowski re-
ceived 297 votes, James Men-
drick received 200 votes and
Rick Heidner received 74
votes.

For the Republican can-
didate for secretary of state,
Diane M. Harris received 931
votes and Walter Adamczyk
received 717 votes.

For the Republican candi-
date for the 59th state senate
district, Paul Jacobs received
1,597 votes and Stephen Ver-
cellino received 315 votes.

For the Republican can-
didate for the 118th Illinois
House District, Scott Doody
received 1,245 votes, Harold
J. Visser received 553 votes
and Dayton Loyd received
143.votes.

SIU’s Paul Simon Institute
hosts discussion by trailblazing
Black woman pilot

Theresa Claiborne, the first
Black woman to serve as a
pilot in the United States Air
Force, is scheduled to discuss
her groundbreaking military
career during a discussion at
6 p.m. Thursday, March 26, in
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale Student Center
Ballroom B. The conversation
with John Shaw, director of
the Paul Simon Public Policy
Institute at the university, is
free and open to the public.

Claiborne will discuss her
path to becoming a pilot and
the lessons she learned about
leadership, perseverance, and
breaking barriers in public
service. The conversation will
also explore the importance
of expanding opportunities in
aviation and the armed forces.

Claiborne was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant in
the U.S. Air Force in 1981 and
in September 1982 became the
Air Force’s first Black woman
to serve as a command pilot
and instructor for the Boeing
KC-135 Stratotanker, an aerial
refueling tanker. She left active
duty in 1988 and served as
an instructor pilot and flight
commander for the Air Force
Reserves, rising to the rank of
lieutenant colonel. She retired
from the military in 1993 with

more than 3,000 military flight
hours.

She joined United Airlines in
1990 as a first officer, becom-
ing the second Black woman
pilot at the airline. In a com-
mercial aviation career that
ended in 2024 after 34 years,
Claiborne, who became a cap-
tain on the Boeing 757/767 in
2018 and transitioned to the
Boeing 787 in 2021, logged
more than 23,000 flight hours.

Claiborne has a degree in
communications and a minor
in journalism from California
State University, Sacramento.
She attended the University
of California Berkeley for Air
Force Reserve Officer Training
Corps, ROTC.

She is president emeritus of
Sisters of the Skies, a nonprofit
organization that is dedicated
to creating pathways for Black
women in aviation, a board
member of the Grand Dames
of Aviation, and a past board
member of the National WASP
WW II Aviation Museum in
Sweetwater, Texas. The mu-
seum focuses on Women Air-
force Service Pilots, or WASP.

Organizers said that those
who plan to attend are encour-
aged to submit questions for
Ashford by emailing them to
paulsimoninstitute @siu.edu.

Vietnam Veterans
Day to be observed
March 29

National Vietnam War Vet-
erans Day will be observed
March 29, honoring those who
served in the U.S. military
during the Vietnam War.

The date marks March 29,
1973, when the U.S. Mili-
tary Assistance Command,
Vietnam, was disbanded and
the last U.S. combat troops
departed the Republic of Viet-
nam.

Local veterans organiza-
tions, including Veterans of
Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster
Post No. 3455 of Anna, en-
courage community members
to recognize and thank Viet-
nam veterans for their service
and sacrifice.

The observance was estab-
lished to ensure Vietnam vet-
erans receive the recognition
many did not receive upon
returning home.

Free laundry day

event scheduled

The Anna First Church of
the Nazarene NMI will be
hosting a free laundry day on
Saturday, March 28.

The event will take place at
Wonder Wash on Lick Creek
Road in Anna from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m.

There will be a two-load
limit per family. Free laundry
detergent will be provided.

River to River
Trail Society
hike planned

The River-to-River Trail
Society has announced its
fifth public hike of the 2026
spring hiking season for
Saturday, April 4 at the Crest
Trail in Saline County in the
Shawnee National Forest.

The hike is free and open
to the public. This will be
a moderately difficult hike
approximately 6.5 miles in
length with 4 hours of hiking
time.

The leader of the hike can
be reached at 618-926-3250
for more information.

Hikers are asked to meet
at 10 a.m. at the Tecumseh
Statue in the Saline Coun-
ty State Fish and Wildlife
Area.

The trail society stated
that the hike is intended for
people in very good health
who have done some hiking.

Hiking sticks and boots
or sturdy shoes are recom-
mended. Hikers should bring
their own water and snacks.
Hikers are asked to not bring
dogs.

More information, includ-
ing driving instructions to
the meeting area, can be
found online at the River to
River Trail Society’s website
at www.rivertorivertrail.net

Cobden students advance to regional history fair

The Cobden school district hosted its annual history fair on Monday, March 9. A panel of judges viewed projects by students from Ashley Taylor’s eighth-grade class and
Jamie Nash-Mayberry’s history classes. The history fair was sponsored by the Union County Historical and Genealogy Society, with cash prizes awarded to top finishers

~

First Pc

in each division. The submissions from four student groups have advanced to the regional history fair.

Yasmin Flores, Brisa Calderon and Isabella Bartolo won first with their project on
Home of the Hispanic Immigrants: The Hispanic Migration Revolution, the Repeat of
Reaction, and the Road to Reform.

¥

Third Place

Second Place
Natalie Storm, Zaira Uribe and Rae Cash earned second place honors with their
project on The Telescope's Influence: From Cells to Space.
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Evaline Kaszubski, Allison McGee and Alivia Kilpatrick tied for third with their
Selena Flores and Alyssa Garibay tied for third with their installment on The King project on The Revolution, Reaction, Reform of Workers' Rights Following the Triangle
of Pop: Revolutionizing Sound, React to Society, Reforming the Stage.

Shirtwaist Factory Fire.
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Obituaries

David E. Grey

David E. Grey, age 65
years, a resident of Union
County Illinois, passed away
Thursday morning, March 19,
2026, in Anna, Il1.

David was born Feb. 27,
1961 in Anna, Ill. He was the
son of Beryl Grey and Fern
(Foster) Grey.

On April 5, 1996, David
was united in marriage to
Gena T. Glasford at the Anna
Heights Baptist Church. She
survives.

In addition to his wife, Da-
vid is survived by: 2 daughters
— Isabella Gia Louisa Grey
and Poppi Berylin Grey; a
brother — William R. (Peggy)
Grey of Dover, Del.; 2 sis-
ters — Janice Grey and Pam
Grey-Bartels (Frank) Routh
all of Marion, N.C.; as well as
nieces, nephews, great nieces,
great nephews, cousins, other
relatives and many friends.

In addition to his parents,
David was preceded in death
by a brother — Stephen M.
Grey.

David was a 1978 gradu-
ate of Anna-Jonesboro High
School and attended Shawnee
Community College at Ullin,
1.

David was employed as a
mechanic by Florsheim Shoe
Company at the Anna manu-
facturing plant.

David enjoyed nature and
outdoor activities, such as
motorcycling, water skiing,
and camping.

He is fondly remembered
for his love of family and his
devotion to them. David had
a heart of gold covered with a
“fake” tough exterior but was,
in reality, a marshmallow to
those who knew him best.

David loved music, singing
and dancing around the kitch-
en with his beloved family. He
enjoyed talking and engaging

in conversation. He studied

science so that he might be
conversant on a number of
scientific topics.

Above all, David loved
God. He was a member of the
Anna Heights Baptist Church.

In David’s words, “keep
the fork, something better is
coming!”

Funeral services were held
Wednesday afternoon, March
25, 2026, at Anna Heights
Baptist Church, 100 Turner
Avenue, Anna, Ill. Pastor
Darryl Williams and Pastor
Bobby Richardson officiated.

Interment will be in the Alto
Pass Cemetery.

Memorials may be made
to American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to An-
imals (ASPCA), 424 E. 92nd
Street, New York, NY 10128-
6804 (or online at www.aspca.
org) or to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 501 St.
Jude Place, Memphis, TN
38105-1905 (or online at
www.stjude.org).

To share a memory of Da-
vid or to leave an online
message of condolence for
his family, please visit www.
baileyth.com

Arrangements have been
entrusted to Bailey Funeral
Home in Vienna.

Velda Mae Deal

Velda Mae Williams Deal,
formerly of Anna, died peace-
fully in her home in San Anto-
nio, Texas on Feb. 26,2026, at
the age of 91 with her family
around her.

She was a cherished moth-
er, grandmother, great grand-
mother and great great grand-
mother and will be deeply
missed by all who knew and
loved her.

Born on Aug. 29, 1934, in
Anna to Carl and Edna Hile-
man Williams. She lived her
first 23 years in Anna, grad-
uated from Anna-Jonesboro
High School.

She was a risk taker and
adventurer, being a part of
the first girls basketball team
at school.

In 1958 she married Charles
E. Deal in Fort Sill, Okla.
in a small ceremony at the
military base chapel, taking
on her new role as an Army
Officer’s wife. They enjoyed
over 20 plus years in the Army
stationed across the United
States and Europe.

They had three children
from this union, Linda,
Stephan and Christopher. Vel-
da and Charles were married
for 40 years until their divorce
in 1998.

Velda was a devout south-
ern Baptist and member of
Trinity Baptist Church. She
sang in the Living Christmas
Tree for many years. She
was also a member of the
Northeast Baptist Church.
She taught bible study, sang
in the choir and assisted with
vacation bible school.

Even in difficult times she
kept her faith and loved the
verse Philippians 4:13 “I can
do all things through Christ
which strengthens me”.

She loved working as a
bookkeeper, bowling, square
dancing, and travel. Velda
spent her life devoted to fam-
ily, friends, and community.

She will be remembered for
her warmth, kindness and un-
wavering generosity. Velda's
legacy is one of love, laughter,
and cherished memories that

will continue to inspire all
who were fortunate to share
in her journey.

She cherished her time with
her grandchildren and had
an active role in their lives,
attending many football and
baseball games, and school
activities. She was always
ready to take them on an ad-
venture to discover new things
or learn about history.

Velda is survived by her
children, Linda Gonzales
(Robert) and Christopher Deal
(Stephanie), sister Vernetta
Langston of Centralia, IlI.,
grandchildren Jason Owens,
Kevin Owens (Nora), Hunter
Deal (Holley), Brayden Deal,
Chandler Deal, Robert J.
Gonzales (Courtney), great
grandchildren Mariella Ow-
ens (Conner), Amy Owens,
Michael Hicks (Zellie), Chris-
tophe Chauret, Valkyrie Gon-
zales, Oden Gonzales, Cara
Lee Gonzales and Henry Deal,
great great grandchildren
Lainey Chauret and Jeremiah
Owens, nieces, nephew and
cousins.

Velda was preceded in
death by her parents, Carl
and Edna Williams; sisters,
Leatrice Landis and Kathaleen
Williams; son, Stephan Deal
and husband Charles Deal.

A service to honor and cel-
ebrate Velda’s life was held
on March 14, 2026, in San
Antonio, Texas.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily suggests that memorial
contributions may be made
to a charity of your choice in
her honor.
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Edwin Rushlng

My beloved Edwin Rushing
left this world unexpectedly,
due to a heart attack, on March
14,2026, doing something he
loved, riding dirt bikes.

He had many loves in his
short life of 55 years. First
being his family, wife Cindy,
daughter, Journee Kay Rush-
ing and son and son-in-law
Austin and John Rider.

Second was his love for
the outdoors. He loved fish-
ing for crappie, hunting deer
and hunting elk in Wyoming
and Colorado. He also loved
camping with his in-laws,
Cathy and Jack and friends
from Belleville that became
family.

His third love would be
work. Edwin loved his job.
He took great pride in it and
the work he performed. He
was highly respected in his
profession across the United
States.

He prided himself on his
work ethic and was proud to
pass that onto his children. He
worked many hours traveling
all over the United States
from New York, California
to Hawaii.

He even got to do a little
sightseeing during his down-
time. He enjoyed seeing Niag-
ara Falls, Redwood National
Forrest, the Pearl Harbor Me-
morial and Glacier National
Forrest.

Loved ones left behind are
his beloved wife of 16 years,
Cindy Rushing; daughter,
Journee Rushing of Cincinna-
ti, Ohio; sons, Austin and John
Rider of Dongola; sister, Pen-

RENDLEMAN 1Y (Randy)

& HiLEMAN Hindman of
FuneraL HOMES  Anna; sister

and brother-in-law, Cathy
and Jack Kennedy of Dongo-
la; brother and sister-in-law,
Chris and Molly Ferguson of
Newnan, Ga.; fur babies, Ret-
ta and Winnie; many nephews,
nieces, aunts, uncles, other
relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death
by his mom and dad, Kay and
Kenneth Rushing, brother,
Michael Rushing and mother
and father-in-law, Carolyn and
Carl Ferguson.

Edwin will be greatly
missed by all who knew and
loved him.

Funeral services for Ed-
win Rushing were held on
Thursday, March 19, 2026
at Rendleman and Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna with
Steve Anderson officiating.

Memorial contributions
can be made to the American
Legion Cemetery. Envelopes
are available at Rendleman
and Hileman Funeral Home.

To visit Edwin’s memorial
page and leave online condo-
lences for his family, please
visit the Rendleman and Hi-
leman Funeral Home website
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com

Ronald Joseph Stolz

Ronald Joseph Stolz, age 90
of Alto Pass, died Wednesday,
March 18, 2026 at Memorial
Hospital in Carbondale.

He was born April 30, 1935
in Evansville, Ind., the son of
Carl and Lucy (Head) Stolz.
Ronald married Carol Merk-
ley on Dec. 27,1957 in Evans-
ville, Ind. They have shared
over 68 years of marriage.

Ronald is survived by his
wife, Carol Stolz; son, Ron
(Tracy) Stolz, Jr.; daughters,
Terri Addison, Vicki (Jim)
Swick, Jenni (Bob) McClain,
and Angi VanZandt; grand-
children, David Addison,
Ryan Addison, Elena Jam-
scek, Rachael Anderson, Aus-
tin McClain, Tara Stolz, and
Jenna VanZandt; great-grand-
children, Novak Jamscek, Na-
dia Jamscek, Rylee Addison,
and Dylan Eovaldi; sister,
Betty Clark; other relatives
and friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Carl and Lucy
Stolz, brother, Eugene Stolz,
and sister, Wilma Jean Min-
nette.

Ronald enjoyed being out-
doors. He looked forward to
activities such as fishing, rid-
ing around on his 4-wheeler,
or bird feeding.

In his earlier years, he liked
to race cars. He was employed
RENDLEMAN as a senior

& HILEMAN clectronics
FuNERAL HoMES engineer at

Olin Corporation for over 25
years.

He loved spending time
with his family, especially his
grandchildren. Ronald was
loved by everyone; he had a
kind and gentle soul. He will
be dearly missed.

Graveside services were
held on Monday, March 23,
2026 at the Alto Pass Cem-
etery.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the American
Heart Association. Envelopes
will be available at the ceme-
tery and the Rendleman and
Hileman Funeral Home.

To view the obituary and
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman and Hileman
Funeral Home in Cobden in
charge of arrangements.

Joan Angel

Joan Angel, age 88 of Ore-
gon, Il1., formerly of Tamms,
passed away on Thursday,
March 19, 2025 at Oregon
Living and Rehab in Oregon,
1.

She was born on Feb. 2,
1938 to Gerald and Ruby
(Dillman) Wilkerson in Chi-
cago, Ill.

She was a Homemaker for
her family and a member of
Cross Road Church in Ullin.

Survivors include her
daughter-in-law, Betty An-
gel; five grandchildren, Ryan,
Kevin, Jenny, Lori, and Bren-
da; many great-grandchildren;
nieces and nephews including
caregivers, Greg Wilkerson
and Susan Wilkerson.

Along with her parents and
husband, Kenneth Angel, she
is preceded in death by her
two sons, Jeff Angel and Rob

Angel; two
ain brothers,
g‘mw/m Jerry Wilk-

erson and Don Wilkerson;
a grandson, Jeff; and one
great-granddaughter.

A Graveside Service was
held on Monday, March 23,
2026 at McCrite Cemetery in
Tammes, I11.

Crain Funeral Home in
Tamms is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Garry Victor Glasco

Garry Victor Glasco, age
91 of Wolf Lake, passed away
Sunday, March 15, 2026 at
his home.

He was born on March 3,
1935 in Jonesboro to Claude
Ernest and Ada (Godwin)
Glasco.

He married Ginger Sue
Ward on Aug. 22, 1954 in
Wolf Lake. She preceded him
in death on Nov. 6,2014.

Garry is survived by his
son, Kerry (Sandy) Glasco;
grandchildren, Shelly (Tom)
Pearl, Mindy Keene, Jaime
(Tima) Escue, Jennifer Escue
and Jorden (Emily) Glasco;
great-grandchildren, Kamryn,
Kacey, Princeton, Paisley,
June, Ellie, Georgia, Luke,
Ryan and Jaylynne; son-in-
law, Ernie Escue; brother,
Gerald Glasco; sister, Er-
nestine (Don) Gamble; sis-
ters-in-law, Lillian Chaney
and Miram Ward; nieces,
nephews, other relatives and
friends, including his farm
companion, Nugget.

He was preceded in death
by his wife, Ginger Sue Glas-
co; parents, Ernest and Ada
Glasco; infant son, Garry
Lynn Glasco; daughter, Vicki
Escue; infant grandson, Bran-
don Carroll; brothers, Kenny
Glasco and Keith (Barbara)
Glasco and sister-in-law, Sue
Glasco.

Garry was a faithful Chris-
tian man and longtime mem-
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Vivian Moss, age 94 of
Anna, went home to her Lord
and Savior, Tuesday, March
17, 2026 with her family by
her side.

She was born Nov. 10, 1931
in McClure, the daughter
of James Aud and Ola May
(Patchett) Rogers.

She married Marshall Moss
onAug.7,1948. He preceded
her in death on Aug. 17,2008.

Vivian is survived by her
daughter, Marsha (Steve)
Berg; sons, Jerry (Jan-
et) Moss, Terry (Barbara)
Moss; daughter in law, Karen
Moss; grandchildren, Jason
Smith, Shane (Sheri) Moss,
Christen (David) Jackson,
Jeremy Moss, Ryan (Kasi)
Moss, Philip (Randi) Berg,
Teri (Paul) Salwey, Cassidy
(Chelsey) Moss, Christian
Moss, Adrian (Jordan) Moss,
Joshua (Jessica) Moss, and
Jacob Moss; numerous great
and great-great grandchildren;
nieces and nephews; other
extended family and friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; husband, Mar-
shall Moss; son, Roger Moss;
siblings, Leroy and Lawrence
Rogers; Marie Held, Louise
Hodge, Wilma Colyer, Annie
Blaylock, Leoda Watkins, and
Dorris Jobe.

Vivian was a member and
attended New Beginnings
Community Worship Center
in Anna, she was a true testa-
ment of a life well lived. We
have been so fortunate to call
this woman “Mom”, “Grand-
ma” or “Great-grandma.”

She shared a rare kind of
love with just about any-
one lucky enough to cross
RENDLEMAN her path. To
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Church. He was a proud farm-
er, working with Kerry on the
family farm for over 60 years.

He was a loving and gen-
erous man, affectionately
known to his grandchildren
as “Popo”.

He enjoyed traveling, as
long as it didn’t involve an
airplane, and telling stories
and visiting with his friends at
the coffee shop on the square.

Funeral services for Garry
Glasco were held on Friday,
March 20, 2026 at Rendleman
and Hileman Funeral Home in
Jonesboro with Harold Gates
and Bill Littrell officiating.

Memorial contributions can
be made to Lockard Chapel
Baptist Church. Envelopes are
available at Rendleman and
Hileman Funeral Home.

To visit Garry’s memorial
page and leave online condo-
lences for his family, please
visit the Rendleman and Hi-
leman Funeral Home website
at rendlemanhilemanfh.com

Moss

completely supported and
loved without judgments.

No one else we know
walked the walk and talked
the talk of a faithful servant
like she did. She didn’t just
speak her faith, she lived it ev-
ery single day. She showed us
what it means to live your life
for God. We find comfort in
knowing she is now at peace,
whole and healthy walking
with her maker in Paradise.

We are so deeply grateful
and blessed to have known
Vivian Moss and to call her
Mom and Grandma.

Funeral services will be
held privately for the family.
Interment will be in McK-
inney Chapel Cemetery in
Marion.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions are preferred
in her memory to Hospice
of Southern Illinois or New
Beginnings Community Wor-
ship Center. Envelopes will be
available at the Rendleman &
Hileman Funeral Home.

To view the obituary and
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfth.com.

Rendleman and Hileman
Funeral Home in Jonesboro in
charge of arrangements.

\View Qbituaries
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The Terbrak family would like to thank everyone who
helped Mike Terbrak or his family through this difficult
time. The Rendleman and Hileman Funeral Home in
Cobden; Dr. Ed Falgout and Rev. Jay Franklin, Pastors;
anyone who gave to BMEN from Cobden FBC; for all
the food delivered to our homes, and the food prepared for
the meal after the funeral at Cobden Baptist Church.

Thank you, Terbrak F amily
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