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News
Notes
Items of interest
from throughout

the Union County area,
from social media

and beyond...

U.S. Supreme Court issues ruling which had implications in Illinois, other states

States can’t bar Trump from being on ballot 

Union County Clerk Lance 
Meisenheimer last week is-
sued a statement related to a 
court decision regarding an 
attempt to remove former 
President Donald Trump from 
the primary election ballot in 
Illinois.

The court decision came 
as early voting and voting by 
mail were already underway 
for the March 19 primary elec-
tion in Illinois.

The county clerk on Feb. 
29 issued the following news 
release regarding the decision:

“As many of you are aware, 
yesterday afternoon, Febru-
ary 28th, 2024, Cook County 
Circuit Judge Tracie Porter 
ruled to remove Republican 
Presidential Candidate Don-
ald Trump from upcoming 
March 19th Illinois Primary 
Ballot. However, this ruling is 
on hold pending the outcome 

of a case before the United 
States Supreme Court.

“As such, we want to reas-
sure the public that at this 
time, NO CHANGES are be-
ing made to the March 2024 
Primary Ballots. Republican 
Primary Ballots will still have 
Donald Trump as a candidate. 

“Anyone that has already 
participated in In-Person Ear-
ly Voting or Vote-By-Mail 
DOES NOT need to take any 
action at this time.

“The Union County Clerk 
& Recorder’s Office will fol-
low any affirmed Judiciary 
ruling as it relates to the 2024 
Presidential Election.

“We will communicate any 
updates or rulings as they are 
made available to us.”

As of late last week, more 
than 150 early voting primary 
election ballots already had 
been recorded at the county 
clerk’s office in Jonesboro.

County clerk: no change was
planned for primary ballot

A bluebird was spotted...
again... when it made a stop 
at a park in Union County...
just like last week...

***
It’s almost time to spring 

forward...Daylight Saving 
Time begins early Sunday 
morning, March 10. Remem-
ber to set your time pieces 
ahead one hour.

***
Spring severe weather 

awareness and preparedness 
are being highlighted this 
week in Illinois.

***
After being closed for the 

winter, the Union County Mu-
seum in downtown Cobden 
had a very successful reopen-
ing last weekend.

***
The City of Jonesboro is 

planning to begin clean-up 
work at the Jonesboro Cem-
etery on March 22.

***
Spring break is underway 

this week at Shawnee Com-
munity College.

***
The Village of Cobden 

has announced that water 
rates will increase, effective 
April 1.

***
Cobden School District’s 

agriculture department was 
represented at last week’s 
Women in Agriculture con-
ference at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale.

***
Shawnee Mass Transit Dis-

trict had a ribbon cutting 
recently to mark the opening 
of the district’s new depot 
facility in Karnak.

***
Don Sol restaurant in Anna 

helped to support a scholar-
ship program at Anna-Jones-
boro Community High School 
this week.

***
Women for Justice are plan-

ning to welcome Illinois State 
Comptroller Suzanna Men-
doza to Cobden on March 9.

***
The Cobden Women’s Club 

and the Village of Cobden 
are planning to cosponsor 
a Suicide Prevention Week 
event on Sept. 14. The event 
is scheduled at the Cobden 
Community Park.

***
The local newspaper has 

received a note from a gentle-
man in England who plans to 
be in Cobden again for the 
April 8 total solar eclipse. He 
was in Cobden for the 2017 
total eclipse. Special visit to museum

Karen Vitt Winzenburger holds a copy of the Nov. 17, 1960, issue of the Cobden 
Review newspaper that featured a photo of her father, John Vitt. Joining Karen in 
the photo are Kate Ripley, granddaughter of John, and Nolan, Audrey and Natalie 
Ripley, great-grandchildren of John. They were visiting the Union County Museum 
to see an exhibit about the Cobden Review newspaper. The exhibit is on display at 
the museum, which is located in downtown Cobden. The Union County Museum 
reopened last weekend after being closed for the winter. Photo provided.

Civil War Weekend stories, exhibits shared at Heritage House

PAST hostesses
PAST hostesses and history interpreters Barbara 

Bauer, Diana Scherer and Evelyn Gillespie paused for 
picture in front of a quilted wall hanging at the Heritage 
House Museum in Jonesboro. The wall hanging depicts 
Union County sights and history. The group-made 
stitchery is one of many quilts and wall hangings 
at Heritage House Museum that have stories to tell. 
During a Feb. 25 open house at the museum, Gillespie 
told guests about life in the house when Jonesboro’s 
Sansom family lived there. Photo provided.

Many of the stories and 
exhibits shared during the 
recent Civil War Weekend in 
Anna and Jonesboro focused 
on soldiers and their lead-
ers and battles won or lost.  

Some stories told what 
it was like not only for the 
soldiers, but also for the 
families they left behind.

On Sunday, Feb. 25, 
PAST’s Heritage House 
Museum in Jonesboro, a 
talk about history, along 
with exhibits which were 
on display, addressed a 
key issue that caused the 
Civil War – slavery.

Members of PAST’s 
Board of Directors and 
Friends hosted the event and 
welcomed a capacity crowd 
from across the region.

Regional historian and 
author Darrell Dexter gave 
a presentation based on 
research he has done on 
activities of the Ku Klux 
Klan in Southern Illinois. 

Dexter explained that the 
organized groups were so se-
cretive that little was known 
about an organization before 
1900 or another such group 
that was active in the 1920s.  

Attitudes about the “Klan” 
ranged from benevolent 

to vigilante, depending on 
the time and place, but all 
seemed to have to do with 
white supremacy or limiting 
the rights of Black people.  

Dexter is the author of a 
book titled “Pulling Off The 
Sheets, the Ku Klux Klan 
in Southern Illinois in the 
1920s,” which is due for 
release soon by SIU Press.

PAST appreciates Dex-
ter’s research and his 
willingness to transcribe 
and share information to 
help others learn stories 
based on historic facts. 

Heritage House Mu-
seum quilt and wall hanging 
displays during the open 
house included Civil War 
Cot Quilt replicas, Under-
ground Railroad Sampler 
Code Quilts, Lincoln and 
Douglas Commemoratives 
and a Panel of Presidents.

Dolls from Jonesboro 
resident Lillian Milam’s 
extensive collection rep-
resented people of many 
colors and cultures.  

The doll exhibits called 
attention to Americans 
whose voices and very 
lives have implored free-
dom and justice for all. 

Note cards in the exhibit 

included quotations about 
respect for one another 
from notable people, as 
well as from the Bible.

PAST appreciates the 
consultation and guidance 
of Marlene Rivero and 
Sarita Sawyer to develop 
the exhibits with Native 
American and African 
American dolls and stories.  

Gratitude goes to Lil-
lian Milam for collecting 
and caring for her dolls 
of many cultures, and so 
willingly sharing them.

PAST stands for Pro-
moting Appreciation for 
Structural Treasures and 
telling the stories of those 
who lived, worked, played 
and worshiped in them.  For 

information or membership 
in PAST, call 618-697-1870.

(Editor’s note: the ac-
companying story and 
photograph were shared 
by Barb Bauer of PAST.)

***
For more pictures 

and information about 
Union County history, 

please see page 3.

Local history topic of presentation
Regional historian and author Darrell Dexter, standing at right, gave a presentation 

based on research he has done on activities of the Ku Klux Klan in Southern Illinois 
during a recent Civil War Weekend event at the Heritage House Museum in Jonesboro. 
Photo provided.

Congress from certifying the 
results of the 2020 elections 
in which Trump was defeated 
for reelection by Democrat 
Joe Biden.

When Trump filed to run 
again in 2024, challenges 
were filed in several states. In 
Illinois, a group of voters filed 
an objection to his candidacy 
in the March 19 Republican 
primary, arguing that he was 
disqualified under the 14th 
Amendment.

The Illinois State Board of 
Elections dismissed the objec-
tion, partially on the grounds 
that it did not have authority 
to decide constitutional ques-
tions. But last week, a Cook 
County circuit judge reversed 
that decision and ordered 
Trump removed from the Il-
linois primary ballot, although 
she put her decision on hold 
pending further appeals in 
state courts as well as the 
pending U.S. Supreme Court 
decision.

(continued on page 2)

3 (of the 14 th Amendment) 
with respect to federal offices, 
especially the Presidency.”

That clause bars anyone 
from holding federal or state 
office if they previously took 
an oath to defend the Constitu-
tion and then later participated 
in an insurrection or rebellion 
against the United States or 
gave aid and comfort to its 
enemies.

Enacted in the aftermath 
of the Civil War, it was in-
tended to prevent former 
Confederates who had served 
in government before the war 
from returning to positions of 
power, but it has rarely been 
used in the nearly 150 years 
since the end of Reconstruc-
tion.

There was renewed interest 
in the amendment in the wake 
of events on Jan. 6, 2021, 
when throngs of protesters, 
many of them arguably sum-
moned to action by Trump 
and his allies, stormed the 
Capitol in an effort to prevent 

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois 
phancock@capitol-

newsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD – The U.S. 

Supreme Court ruled Monday 
that individual states do not 
have authority to disqualify 
candidates for federal office 
based on the insurrection 
clause of the 14 th Amend-
ment.

The unanimous ruling by 
the nation’s high court over-
turned a decision by the Colo-
rado Supreme Court. But it 
also had implications in Il-
linois and other states where 
Trump had been accused of 
taking part in an insurrection 
during the events surrounding 
the assault on the U.S. Capitol 
on Jan. 6, 2021.

“We conclude that States 
may disqualify persons hold-
ing or attempting to hold state 
office,” the court said in an 
unsigned opinion. “But States 
have no power under the Con-
stitution to enforce Section 
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(continued from page 1)
When the nation’s high 

court issued its decision Mon-
day, Ron Fein, legal director 
of the voting rights group 
Free Speech for People, which 
organized the ballot challenge 
in Illinois, called the ruling 
“disgraceful.”

“The  Supreme  Cour t 
couldn’t exonerate Trump 
because the evidence of his 
guilt was overwhelming, so 
instead the Justices neutered 
our Constitution’s built-in 
defense against insurrection-
ists and said the facts don’t 
matter,” he said in a statement.

But Trump, in remarks at 
his Mar-a-Lago estate that 
were carried on CBS News, 
called the decision “impor-
tant” and “well crafted.”

“And I think it will go a 
long way toward bringing our 
country together which our 
country needs,” he said.

The unanimous portion 
of the ruling did not address 
several questions such as 
whether Trump’s actions on 
Jan. 6 constituted an insurrec-
tion or whether Section 3 of 
the 14th Amendment applies 
to the office of president. 
It only held that individual 
states are not empowered to 
enforce that provision because 
allowing them to do so could 
lead to conflicting opinions 
and wreak havoc on national 
elections.

“The ‘patchwork’ that 
would likely result from state 
enforcement would ‘sever the 
direct link that the Framers 
found so critical between the 
National Government and the 
people of the United States’ as 
a whole,” the court said, quot-
ing from an earlier Supreme 
Court decision.

Although the court was 
unanimous in saying states do 
not have authority to enforce 

Section 3 of the 14th Amend-
ment, it was more divided 
on the question of how that 
provision could be enforced.

A majority on the court 
cited Section 5 of the amend-
ment and said only Congress 
could enforce that provision 
through “appropriate legisla-
tion.” But three justices who 
were nominated to their seats 
by Democratic presidents 
– Sonia Sotomayor, Elena 
Kagan and Ketanji Brown 
Jackson – wrote a concurring 
opinion saying it was unnec-
essary to address Congress’ 
powers or duties.

“Today, the majority goes 
beyond the necessities of this 
case to limit how Section 3 
can bar an oathbreaking in-
surrectionist from becoming 
President,” they wrote. “Al-
though we agree that Colorado 
cannot enforce Section 3, we 
protest the majority’s effort 
to use this case to define the 
limits of federal enforcement 
of that provision.”

A fourth justice, Amy Co-
ney Barrett, wrote separately 
that the opinion should have 
been limited to reversing the 
Colorado Supreme Court 
decision.

Answering questions at an 
unrelated event in Urbana 
Monday, Democratic Gov. 
JB Pritzker said he believed 
Trump remaining on the bal-
lot would be a net positive for 
Democrats in Illinois.

“We’re going to win here 
in Illinois and beat Donald 
Trump and, I think I said 
yesterday or the day before, 
I think it will help Democrats 
that he’s on the ballot,” Pritz-
ker said.

David Becker, executive 
director of the nonpartisan 
Center for Election Innova-
tion & Research, said the 
decision effectively put an 
end to state-level challenges 
to Trump’s candidacy based 
on the 14th Amendment. But 
he said the issue will almost 
certainly come up again if 
Trump wins the general elec-
tion in November.

“The one place where I 
think this is likely to come up 
is on Jan. 6, (2025),” he said. 
“If Donald Trump wins, I 
think we can absolutely expect 
that there will be members of 
Congress who will object to 
his electoral votes – perhaps 
in many, many states – on the 
basis that he’s not a qualified 
candidate, because he vio-
lated section three of the 14th 
Amendment.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment. It is distributed to hun-
dreds of newspapers, radio 
and TV stations statewide. It 
is funded primarily by the Il-
linois Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation, along with major 
contributions from the Illinois 
Broadcasters Foundation and 
Southern Illinois Editorial As-
sociation.

The City of Anna is soliciting sealed proposals for 
collection of refuse and recyclables for delivery to 
permitted and/or approved facilities.  

The proposed Scope of Work is described, in detail, 
within the Request for Proposals.  The Request for 
Proposals will be available at www.cityofanna.org or 
at City Hall, 103 Market Street, Anna, Illinois 62906.  

Completed proposals must be returned to the City of 
Anna no later than 4:00 p.m.,  Tuesday, June 4th, 2024.

BID NOTICEKindergarten Screening
Date: March 19, 2024

Time: 12noon-5pm
Location: 

Lincoln School - 108 Warren St
*Please bring your child and your child’s 
birth certificate. Students must be 5 before 

9/1/24 to be eligible for Kindergarten.

Trump on ballot

Respiratory viruses

IDPH adopting updated CDC guidance
The Illinois Department 

of Public Health, IDPH, on 
Friday, March 1, announced 
that it is adopting updated 
guidance from the CDC that 
streamline and simplify rec-
ommendations for dealing 
with the range of respiratory 
viruses, including COVID-19, 
flu and RSV. 

The new guidance focuses 
on protecting those most at 
risk of serious illness, IDPH 
stated in a news release.

The CDC guidance was 
issued as data indicate respira-
tory viruses are continuing to 
circulate around Illinois and 
the state’s overall respiratory 
virus level had moved up from 
low to moderate based on an 
uptick in flu reports. 

The state remained at a low 
level for COVID-19 hospi-
talizations, according to the 
CDC COVID Data Tracker as 
of Feb. 24. 

The data showed that six 
counties were at a medium 
level for COVID-19 hospital-
izations, down from eight the 
previous week. There were 
no counties at high level for 
COVID-19 hospitalizations.

Union County was at a low 
level. Alexander, Jackson, 
Johnson, Massac, Pulaski and 
Williamson counties also were 
at a low level.

COVID-19 Vaccine Up-
date

IDPH also reported that the  
CDC’s Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices, 
ACIP, has issued a recommen-
dation for a second dose of the 
current 2023-2024 COVID-19 

vaccines that were authorized 
last fall to be given to those 
over 65 years of age. 

Those who are immuno-
suppressed remain eligible to 
receive additional doses two 
months after their previous 
dose. 

A CDC presentation that 
was provided for the ACIP 
meeting included preliminary 
data that showed that CO-
VID-19 hospital admissions 
remained much higher than 
flu during the summer months 
and that 96 percent of those 
hospitalized for COVID-19 
in the fall of 2023 had not 
received the updated COVID 
shot last fall. This implies 
that the current shot is highly 
protective against serious 
outcomes, IDPH reported in 
a news release.

“IDPH appreciates the new 
guidance from the CDC that 
streamlines recommendations 
across respiratory viruses and 
provides simple, clear and 
easy to understand steps for 
those with COVID-19, flu 
and RSV,” IDPH director Dr. 
Sameer Vohra said. 

“These new guidelines put 
the emphasis correctly on 
protecting those who are most 
vulnerable to serious illness 
and hospitalizations. 

“While Illinois is in a bet-
ter position than we were two 
months ago, the state is cur-
rently experiencing an uptick 
in our overall respiratory ill-
ness level. 

“Individuals 65 and over, 
those who are immunocom-
promised and individuals with 

chronic medical conditions 
remain most vulnerable to 
severe outcomes, and they 
should continue to use all 
tools at their disposal to keep 
themselves protected.

“Flu season can last until 
May, and it is not too late to 
get your flu shot if you haven’t 
already,” Vohra added. 

“The CDC also released 
new recommendations that 
allow older adults to now 
receive an additional dose 
of this season’s COVID-19 
vaccine. An additional dose 
for those at highest risk can 
add protection this spring and 
summer.”

Testing Positive and Iso-
lation

The new CDC guidance no 
longer requires that those who 
test positive for COVID-19 
should isolate for a minimum 
of five days before returning 
to work or other activities 
and instead focuses on isola-
tion until symptoms improve 
– which could be shorter or 
longer than five days. 

The key recommendation 
for those with any seasonal 
respiratory virus is to stay 
home and away from others 
until their symptoms improve, 
IDPH said.

The guidance suggests 
people can return to normal 
activities when symptoms 
have been improving for 24 
hours...and if a fever was 
present, it has been gone for 
24 hours without use of a 
fever-reducing medication. In 
addition, once people resume 
normal activities, they are en-

couraged to take precautions 
for the next five days to curb 
disease spread, including:

Taking more steps for 
cleaner air. Enhancing hy-
giene practices. Wearing a 
well-fitting mask. Keeping a 
distance from others. Getting 
tested to inform your actions 
to prevent spread to others.

These precautions also ap-
ply to those who never had 
symptoms but tested positive 
for a common seasonal respi-
ratory virus and are especially 
important when it comes to 
protecting those most at risk 
for severe illness, including 
those over 65 and people with 
weakened immune systems, 
IDPH said.

In addition, IDPH officials 
pointed to a new study by 
researchers that found that 
among U.S. adults at risk for 
severe COVID-19, the lowest 
rate of hospitalization was 
found to be among those re-
ceiving three or more mRNA 
vaccine doses and Paxlovid. 

Adults who are at high-risk 
of severe COVID-19 disease, 
including vaccinated persons, 
should be considered for anti-
viral treatment, IDPH advised.

With RSV season winding 
down in Illinois, the use of the 
RSV vaccine in pregnancy is 
no longer warranted. 

However, the shots that can 
be used to provide infants and 
young children protective im-
munity to RSV will continue 
to be available until the end 
of the season, and older adults 
can continue to get their RSV 
vaccine even after the season 
is declared over.

Flag pole toppled
Stormy weather last week in the Union County area may have caused a flag pole 

at the Anna Cemetery to snap and fall. The flag pole was standing at a Veterans of 
Foreign Wars monument at the cemetery. The pole, made of aluminum, was about 40 
feet tall. Veterans of Foreign Wars Carroll P. Foster Post No. 3455 post and auxiliary 
members Mark and Sherry Haddick of Cobden were at work assessing the damage 
to the flag pole early Thursday morning, Feb. 29. The pole will either be repaired on 
replaced. 

SIU seeks
volunteers
for eclipse

Efforts to prepare for the 
many events for the April 8 
total solar eclipse at Southern 
Illinois University Carbon-
dale are well underway, and 
officials are issuing a call for 
volunteers, a vital part of the 
Southern Illinois Crossroads 
Eclipse Festival.

The primary role of most 
volunteers will be hospitality.

SIU wants to fill more than 
400 volunteer shifts for its 
main events on campus. 

Additional shifts are avail-
able at SIU Touch of Nature 
Outdoor Education Center, the 
SIU Farms observation site, at 
Eclipse Con on campus and 
with the city of Carbondale.

Students, staff and commu-
nity members who would like 
to sign up for a volunteer shift 
are advised to visit the Eclipse 
Volunteer page and follow the 
information and links to the 
individual sign-up pages. The 
page can be found at eclipse.
siu.edu. 

SIU cybersecurity
team takes first

The Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale Security 
Dawgs clinched the top spot 
at the Illinois State Colle-
giate Cyber Defense Compe-
tition on Feb. 17, placing first 
among eight schools vying for 
the top position.

The team, a registered 
student organization, bested 
teams including those from 
the Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology, Lewis University, 
Governors State University, 
DePaul University, Loyola 
University Chicago and others 
to secure the top prize. 

The team’s next challenge 
will be at the Midwest Re-
gional Collegiate Cyber De-
fense Competition, which is 
scheduled  March 15-16 at 
Moraine Valley Community 
College in Palos Hills. 

That competition will pit  
SIU against the top schools 
from Missouri, Iowa, Min-
nesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky.
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PAST celebrates history
with exhibit of dolls

The PAST organization of Union County hosted an open 
house Sunday afternoon, Feb. 25, at the Heritage House Mu-
seum in Jonesboro. The event was a part of the Civil War Era 
Weekend sponsored by the Shawnee Arts Council and the Anna 
Arts Center.

During the open house, guests could tour the museum and 
its exhibits. Special exhibits featured dolls of color from the 
extensive collection of educator Lillian Milam.  Milam is a 
retired Jonesboro teacher who has collected dolls for most of 
her 89 years. Last year, some of her dolls represented patriotism, 
citizenship, education and gratitude to veterans in Heritage 
House displays. This year the focus was on dolls of color. 
Native and African cultures and history were represented by a 
diverse array of dolls.

Other museum exhibits feature quilts, clothing, photographs 
and family items that relate to the history of the Union County 
area. 

The open house also included a talk by local historian and au-
thor Darrel Dexter. His presentation was titled “Pulling Off The 
Sheets, The Ku Klux Klan in Southern Illinois in the 1920s.”

PAST stands for Promoting Appreciation of Structural Trea-
sures. PAST seeks to tell the stories and preserve the history of 
the people who live, work, play and worship in those structures. 

Dolls appeared before reflections of Underground 
Secret Code Quilt Sampler and a group-made Lincoln-
Douglas wall hanging. Photo provided.

Dolls of color were accompanied by the words of 
Dr. Martin Luther King: “I have a dream where children 
will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by 
the content of their character.” Another quote from 
Frederick Douglas said, “ It is easier to build strong 
children than to repair broken men.” Photo provided.

Tattie, limited edition doll: the original was hand-
carved in wood by Maynard Arnett and reproduced in 
resin. It is not known if Tattie was enslaved or free. It 
is apparent she is sorrowful. She represents painful 
history. “Today we learn and strive to create liberty, 
opportunity, equality for all,” PAST noted. Photo 
provided.

The Trail of Tears was remembered with dolls from 
Lillian Milam’s collection. Photo provided.

Special dolls honored the roles of special women in 
history. Photo provided.

Special gift
PAST board member Diana Scherer, right, and PAST’s 

Barb Bauer hold a Bible which has been given as a gift 
to PAST. Photo provided. 

Heritage House Museum
given gift of family Bible

The PAST organiza-
tion of Union County was 
recently contacted by heirs 
of Winstead Davie Wiley 
about making a gift to 
PAST of the family Bible.

The Bible had been  a 
gift to W. Davie Wiley in 
1907 from his father Wil-
liam Winstead Wiley.

William W. Wiley was 
the son of Col. Benjamin 
and Emily Davie Wiley and 
the grandson of Winstead 
and Anna Davie. Winstead 
Davie founded the town of 
Anna and named it for his 
wife, Anna Willard Davie.  

William W. Wiley lost 
his sight as the result of an 
eye infection. He contracted 
the infection while help-
ing to care for a Civil War 
soldier. He was sent to a 
special school and learned 
the craft of broom making.  

In time he founded 
Wiley’s Book Store in 
Anna, married and had 
a family of his own.  

His son Winstead Davie 
(called “Davie”) inherited 
and carried on Wiley’s Book 
Store. W. Davie Wiley 
had a daughter, Helen.

Helen Wiley married 

Floyd Griffith and in 1945 
they took ownership of 
Wiley’s Book Store. 

During his high school 
years, Davie Griffith, son of 
Helen and Floyd, helped to 
operate the book store. The 
store closed about 1970.

Davie Griffith went away 
to school, married Anna girl 
Carol Lee Holtz, had a fam-
ily and a career away from 
the area. Davie Griffith died 
in 1923 in Bloomington.  

Carol Lee Griffith and her 
three children decided to 
send the Davie Wiley family 
Bible back to Union County 
to the Heritage House 
Museum in Jonesboro.

The Bible has a hand-writ-
ten entry to W. Davie Wiley 
in 1907 from his father Wm. 
W. Wiley. The death record 
of Col. Ben and Emily Davie 
Wiley is noted and some 
grandparents are listed.  

PAST shared that the Bi-
ble also is to be treasured as 
a Davie Wiley family heir-
loom and can be viewed in 
the Founding Families Room 
at Heritage House Museum.

The Davie Wiley Bible 
was introduced to guests 
who attended a Civil War 
Weekend open house 
Sunday, Feb. 25, at the 
Heritage House Museum.

PAST board member 
Diana Scherer appeared 
in Civil War-era costume 
as Emily Davie Wiley to 
exhibit the special book. She 
was assisted by PAST’s Barb 
Bauer, who shared history 
and stories about the family.

(Editor’s note: the ac-
companying story and 
photograph were shared 
by Barb Bauer of PAST.)

‘Black Settlements’ topic of program at Giant City
Local author Kimberly 

France plans to discuss 
research for her recent 
published book titled “Black 
Settlements in Southern 
Illinois” during a presenta-
tion which is scheduled from 
2 p.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
March 9, at the visitors cen-
ter at Giant City State Park 
near Makanda.

Her presentation, given 

in collaboration with lo-
cal historian and author 
Darrell Dexter, will fo-
cus on Union County.

France was born and 
raised in Carbondale. She 
began researching her 
family lineage in earnest 
in 2020 upon learning of a 

relative’s terminal illness. 
After three years of 

research and revela-
tion, she penned the book 
“Black Settlements in 
Southern Illinois” in an 
effort to document critical 
pieces of Illinois history 
that aren’t well known. 

France is an alumna of 
Howard University and 
Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Carbondale.

More information about 
the program is available 
by calling the visitors 
center at Giant City State 
Park at 618-457-4836.

Civil War Weekend history exhibit
During the recent Civil War Weekend in Anna and Jonesboro, Southern Illinois 

history interpreter Marlene Rivero hosted an exhibit at the Anna Arts Center. The 
exhibit was about slavery and the quest of many people for freedom, from very 
early times up to present times. Rivero’s exhibit featured collections, paintings and 
replicas of dedicated abolitionists, as well as President and Mrs. Lincoln, who aided 
the cause for freedom. Photo provided.

Historic Appointments
William G. Stratton was 

inaugurated as governor of 
Illinois on Jan. 12, 1953. His 
appointments include Vera 
M. Binks as director of Reg-
istration and Education, and 
Joseph J. Bibb as director of 
Public Safety; they were the 
first woman and the first Black 
to hold positions of this rank 
in Illinois.




