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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area.

Happy Easter to all of our
readers. Easter is Sunday,
April 5.

kskosk

Cobden High School’s
Senior Beta Club and the
Cobden Fire Department are
planning to host an Easter
egg hunt Saturday, April 4.
The egg hunt is set for 2 p.m.
at the Cobden Community
Park. Children ages 10 and
under are invited. The Easter
Bunny is scheduled to be on
hand.

kskosk

The Anna City Park was
a busy place last Saturday
morning. Activities included
the Anna Kiwanis Club’s an-
nual Easter egg hunt and an
Anna-Jonesboro Community
High School baseball game.

kksk

The City of Jonesboro has
announced plans to display
Hometown Hero Banners
throughout the city. The
banners will be displayed
annually for Memorial Day
and Veterans Day. Details
about purchasing a banner
are available by contacting
Jonesboro City Hall.

Hoksk

The Anna Junior High
School Student Council
is planning to sponsor an
American Red Cross blood
drive on Monday, April 27,
at the Union County school.

skoskosk

A “Spring Fling Carnival
Spectacular” is planned from
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. April 10 at
Anna Junior High School.
The event is being presented
by the Anna School District
37 PTO. Food, games, raffles
and more are planned. Ad-
mission will be free.

kskosk

Anna-Jonesboro Commu-
nity High School FFA chap-
ter officers were reported to
have attended Ag Legislative
Day last week in Springfield.

Hoksk

Sports physicals are
scheduled from 8 a.m. to
noon April 30 in the Union
Hall gym at Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School. A
$10 donation to A-J athletics
is suggested.

skoskosk

Shawnee High School’s
FFA and horticulture class
are planning to have a plant
sale from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, April 11.

KRk

A spring flower watercolor
class with Miriam Mullison
is planned at 4 p.m. April 20
at Stinson Memorial Public
Library in Anna.

skoskosk

Stinson Memorial Pub-
lic Library District has an-
nounced plans to start a
monthly story time with
Miss Sharon on Tuesday,
April 28, at the district’s
branch library in Cobden.
Story time begins at 3:30
p.m.

kskosk

Registration is underway
for the summer and fall
semesters at Shawnee Com-
munity College.

(continued on page 2)
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Bald Knob

Easter
service set

The 90th annual Easter
sunrise service is planned
Sunday, April 5, at the land-
mark Cross of Peace atop
Bald Knob Mountain near
Alto Pass in Union County.
Gates are scheduled to open
at 5 a.m. The service begins
at 6:15 a.m. Organizers en-
courage those who plan to at-
tend the service bring chairs.

The service’s keynote
speaker is scheduled to be
Edward Ellis, a Southern I1-
linois native, U.S. Air Force
veteran with 23 years of ser-
vice, husband, father, grand-
father and pastor (along with
his wife, Helen) at Purpose
House Church.

No offering will be tak-
en during service. Dona-
tion boxes will be avail-
able around the Cross of
Peace grounds and inside
the cross’s welcome center.
Food vendors who are sched-
uled to be on hand include
Dave’s Bagels and Fire &
Ice. Handicapped parking
and golf cart shuttles will be
available.

Historical

marker
unveiling set

The community is mvited to
join in a celebration of South-
ern Illinois history at an event
which is planned at Rendleman
Orchards near Alto Pass.

Rendleman Orchards will be
unveiling a historical marker
at noon Friday, April 3. The
marker will recognize the
Union County orchard’s 153-
year legacy and its new place
on the National Register of
Historic Places. Rendleman
Orchards is located at 9680
State Route 127N.

Guests at the ceremony are
scheduled to include State Sen.
Dale Fowler, R-Harrisburg,
and Jerry Costello II, the direc-
tor of the Illinois Department
of Agriculture.

“We ask friends to join us
as we honor the past and look
forward to a future where his-
tory, agriculture, education,
and community converge,”
Rendleman Orchards shared
on social media. “Genera-
tions four, five and six of the
Rendleman-Sirles family will
be here alongside our team to
greet you.”

National Child Abuse
Prevention Month

event scheduled

Commemoration of April
as National Child Abuse
Prevention Month is sched-
uled to kick off with a spe-
cial event planned in Union
County.

On April 2 at 9 a.m., the
15th annual Child Abuse
Prevent Month Proclamation
Day is planned at the Union
County Courthouse in Jones-
boro. The event is open to the
public.

Child abuse prevention
advocates in Union County
are encouraging residents
of all ages to get involved
in awareness and prevention
activities this April in hopes
of helping more children
connect to resources.

Organizers have noted that
many family-friendly events
and activities are planned
during April in the Southern
Illinois region. Union County
will be part of those activ-
ities. The local calendar of
events includes:

April 10 is National Wear
Blue Day. Organizers invite
the community to share photos
on social media with #GoB-
luelllinois to support PCA
Illinois’ #GoBlue campaign.

On April 24, from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m., a Pajama Movie
Night is planned at Kiki’s
Coffeehouse, which is lo-
cated at 326 S. Main St. in
downtown Anna.

Everyone is invited to pur-
chase a blue cookie through
the #GoBlue awareness cam-
paign at Davis Pastry at 206
S. Main St. in downtown
Anna.

For more information
about these and other events
planned in Union County
for Child Abuse Prevention
Month, visit Facebook.com/
UnionCountyCAP or con-
tact Rachel Chruszczyk at
rchruszczyk @pcaillinois.org.
Chruszczyk is Southern Re-
gion prevention specialist for
Prevent Child Abuse Illinois.

i .

Anna Kiwanis Club hosts Easte

&

) N

r egg hunt

Alongstanding Union County Easter season tradition continued Saturday morning,
March 28, in Anna. The Anna Kiwanis Club hosted its annual Easter egg hunt for the
children and families of the community. The egg hunt took place at the Anna City
Park. The Easter Bunny was hand to greet visitors of all ages. The Kiwanis Club has
hosted the egg hunt for many years. The weather last Saturday morning was cool

with lots of sunshine.

Rural Health offers ‘whole patient’
program to treat opioid disorders

In 2024, the United States
reported a 24 percent decline
in opioid involved overdose
deaths. It is believed that num-
ber is dropping in large part due
to programs that involve the use
of medications in combination
with counseling and behavioral
therapies.

Medication Assisted Treat-
ment, MAT, programs, like one
offered at Rural Health Inc.,
focuses on the “whole patient”
approach in the treatment of
opioid use disorders. Rural
Health Inc. is a not-for-profit
organization serving Union,
Johnson and Massac counties.

The principal of meeting
patients where they are in their
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Tractors were seen on the move Saturday, March 28, along roads and streets in
Union County. A Blessing of the Tractors was held Saturday morning at the Cross
of Peace at Bald Knob Mountain near Alto Pass. Tractors then could participate in a
drive through the county which benefitted the Union County Farm Bureau Foundation
to provide scholarships and help fund the Ag in the Classroom program. Tractors
were seen as they drove along West Spring Street in Anna Saturday morning. The
tractors were being escorted by the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

recovery is the backbone of
MAT. Research has shown that
a combination of medication
and therapy can successfully
treat substance use disorders.
For some people struggling
with addiction, MAT can help
sustain recovery and prevent
and reduce opioid overdose.
Access to MAT is not widely
available in the United States
which is why programs like the
on offered at Rural Health Inc.
are seen as so important.
“According to the CDC,
medications for opioid use dis-
order reduce overdose mortality
nationwide by roughly 50 to 70
percent, and are the standard of
care for persons with opioid re-
lated substance use disorders,”
said Erica Vining, psychiatric

Weather
High 85, low 32;

no rain recorded

Temperatures for the period
of March 24-30 in the Union
County area ranged from a
high of 85 degrees to a low
of 32. No precipitation was
recorded.

Following are highlights for
the period as recorded by local
weather observer Dana Cross
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, March 24: high
67,low 39.

Wednesday, March 25: high
78, low 41.

Thursday, March 26: high
85, low 65.

Friday, March 27: high 74,
low 41.

Saturday, March 28: high
59, low 32.

Sunday, March 29: high 72,
low 38.

Monday, March 30: high
79, low 61.

nurse practitioner for Rural
Health Inc. “Patients receiving
medications for Opioid Use
Disorder, OUD, can reduce
their risk of overdose death by
up to 70 percent compared to
those not receiving medication.
Providing care in a region of
the country with high rates of
opioid use and deaths is why
RHI offers this program to our
patients.”

MAT is a medically super-
vised, evidence-based treatment
for opioid use disorder that
stabilizes brain chemistry, re-
duces cravings and significantly
lowers the risk of overdose
and death. It is not substituting
one addiction for another, but
rather treating a chronic med-
ical condition with appropriate
pharmacologic support.

In addition to decreasing the
risk of opioid-related overdose
deaths in the United States by
over 76 percent at three months,
and 59 percent within a year
of initial treatment, MAT also
increases social functioning and
retention of treatment, decreas-
es opioid use, criminal activity,
transmission of infectious dis-
eases such as HIV and Hepatitis
C and improves maternal and
fetal outcomes for pregnant and
breastfeeding women.

“Despite all this, opioid over-
dose continues to be the leading
cause of death for Americans
aged 18 to 44,” Vining said.
“This is why MAT programs
and reducing the stigma of
opioid overuse is so important.”

Rural Health Inc. encourages
those who may need treatment
to not let the stigma stop them
from reaching out. MAT is
available to patients with OUD
without a referral. To learn
more, contact Ali Brown at
Rural Health Inc. at 618-833-
4471 to schedule a consultation.
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Illinois Next
Generation 911
service upgrades

completed

The Illinois State Police on
March 30 announced that all
169 Public Safety Answering
Points, PSAPs, throughout
[llinois, commonly called 911
call centers, have successfully
transitioned to Next Gener-
ation 911, NG911. NG911
upgrades the traditional 911
service from voice-centric
networks to secure, IP-based
infrastructure designed to sup-
port today’s communications.

“This milestone reflects
years of coordinated work by
the ISP Division of Statewide
911, PSAPs, Emergency Tele-
phone System Boards, ETSBs,
local and regional stakehold-
ers, and public and private
partners,” Illinois State Police
director Brendan F. Kelly said
in a news release. “Illinois has
moved into the 21st century
for 911 communication offer-
ing more efficient emergency
services.”

Transitions to NG911 began
with the first PSAP switching
from the old to the new system
in Grundy County on June 21,
2022, and concluded with the
final PSAP cutover to AT&T
Statewide ESInet in North-
brook on March 4, 2026.

“This accomplishment be-
longs first and foremost to the
PSAPs and their ETSBs who

News Notes

(continued from page 1)
Shawnee Community Col-
lege’s employee relations
team hosted employee appre-
ciation events last week at all

of the college’s campuses.
kskosk

Wind gusts up to 35 miles
per hour were reported ear-
ly Tuesday morning in the
region.

skkck

Youth spring turkey hunt-
ing season opened March
28-29 and continues April
4-5. The regular season be-
gins April 6 and ends May 7
in the South Zone of Illinois.

skskosk

The Illinois Department
of Natural Resources de-
layed the traditional April 1
opening of Heidecke Lake
in Grundy County to boat-
ers this year because of
unusually low water levels
caused by ongoing drought
conditions. According to the
National Weather Service,
north-central Illinois has
experienced significant pre-
cipitation deficits, with the
region 8 to 15 inches below
normal precipitation levels
since Oct. 1, 2024.

did the day-to-day work to pre-
pare, test, train, and transition,
while continuing to answer 911
calls every hour of every day,”
said Illinois statewide 911 ad-
ministrator Alicia Atkinson. “It
also reflects strong public-pri-
vate partnership and coordina-
tion among local, regional and
statewide teams, including the
ISP Division of Statewide 911,
which supported readiness,
testing, and implementation.
While this is a major mile-
stone worth celebrating, the
work continues as we build on
this foundation to strengthen
service reliability and NG911
capabilities statewide.”

The upgrades were com-
pleted using various regional
providers, including Com-
tech ESInet, INdigital ESInet,
Motorola ESInet and AT&T
Statewide ESInet.

"We’re dedicated to pro-
viding Illinois with reliable,
modern emergency communi-
cations service,” AT&T Illinois
president Eileen Mitchell said.
“We’re honored to support the
state's public safety profession-
als and the communities they
protect.”

The state police said up-
grade to NG911 means people
in Illinois will have more
efficient and reliable 911 emer-
gency services. In alegacy 911
system, a wireless call to 911
could be routed to emergency
services based on the location
of a cell tower as opposed to
the location of the caller. That
could mean the call would
have to be transferred to emer-
gency services that were closer
to the caller, causing a delay in
response time.

NGI911 improves this by
supporting geospatial call rout-
ing based on the caller's actual
location. NG911 also provides
redundant capabilities for reli-
able service. For example, if
multiple PSAPs were unable
to operate in Southern Illinois
due to damaging storms and
tornadoes, emergency calls
in that area could be rerouted
automatically and handled by
PSAPs in other parts of the
state.

Additionally, NG911 sup-
ports the continued expansion
and reliability of Text-to-911,
helping ensure equitable ac-
cess to emergency services for
individuals who cannot place a
voice call. The upgraded sys-
tem allows for more flexibility
as 911 services evolve, includ-
ing the potential to eventually
allow for photo and video
sharing between residents
and PSAPs during emergency
situations.

The Booth Barn opens in Jonesboro

With the slogan “something
for everyone,” the Booth Barn
in Jonesboro aims to be the
newest destination in Union
County for treasure hunters
looking for bargains, special-
ity items and unique finds.

Located in the former Save-
A-Lot building on Broad
Street on the hill in Jonesboro,
the Booth Barn features 65
booths of local vendors of-
fering a wide range of goods.

According to owners Keith
and Andrea Kelly, variety
is the business’s defining
feature.

“That’s the best part — the
variety,” said Andrea Kelly.
“It’s a hodgepodge of every-
thing.”

“We have everything from
antiques to boutiques,” added
Keith Kelly.

Residents of Jonesboro,
the Kellys have had the for-
mer grocery store building in
mind as a home for this new
business venture for a while.

“Every time we drove by,
we would think, that’s the
place that we need. And then
God opened up the door for
us to get this building,” said
Keith.

The Kellys closed on the
property on Dec. 9, and then
opened the Booth Barn less
than two months later on Jan.
31. Keith and Andrea credit
the quick turnaround to the
help they received from fam-
ily and friends.

“We’ve had some very
committed help,” Andrea
Kelly said. “My brother and

e |

Nw open

The Booth Barn is now open at 60 E. Broad St. in Jonesboro.

his wife, my Uncle Terry —
we’ve been very blessed with
some very good help.”

The building is also the
new home of the Closet Min-
istries, a nonprofit consign-
ment shop that used to be
located in the old Bunny
Bread building in Anna.

Also owned by the Kellys,
Closet Ministries is a sepa-
rate business entity that sells
donated goods to help fund
charitable causes in the area.
The Kellys hope to continue
to have a positive impact
on the region from this new
location.

South District Elks
plan free children’s
orthopedic clinic

The South District Elks
Lodges, in cooperation with
the Illinois Elks Children’s
Care Corporation, will spon-
sor a free children’s orthope-
dic assessment clinic on Fri-
day, April 24, in DuQuoin.

The clinic will run from
2 to 4 p.m. and is by ap-
pointment only. To make an
appointment call the Illinois
Elks Children’s Care office
at 800-272-0074 between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. Monday through Friday.
There are no charges for any
services at this clinic.

The Elks will hold the
clinic at the Marshall Brown-
ing Hospital, located at 900
North Washington Street in
Du Quoin.

Dr. Alan Froehling from
Mount Vernon will be the
clinician.

No medical referral is
necessary for the clinic but
physicians are welcome to
refer patients to the clinic for
a specific reason or second
opinion. School nurses are
welcome to refer children
and families to the clinic.

The Elks Organization has
been working with physical-
ly challenged children since
1928 and this is one of the 15
clinic locations throughout
Illinois.

In a press release, the or-
ganization stated, “The clin-
ic is an ideal time to have a
child reviewed for bone and
joint development. If your

child has feet pointing out
or in who complains of back,
knee, leg, ankle pain or has
a back curvature can be seen
at this clinic.”

There is no charge for any
diagnostic services at this
clinic. The Elks have stated
that they will provide finan-
cial assistance to the best
of their ability for children
needing further treatment or
specialty equipment when
the family lacks sufficient
resources to do so.

In the past, the Elks have
purchased therapy services,
corrective shoes, braces,
wheelchairs and augmenta-
tive communication devices
to help children overcome
a variety of physical chal-
lenges.
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www.ruralhealthinc.org

Rural Health-+
Specializes in You

Rural Health, Inc.’s
Community Pharmacy

Accepting most commercial insurance plans
including Medicare and Medicaid. For qualifying
patients, discounted medication is available.

Talk with your provider about filling prescriptions
with our in-house pharmacy to maximize your

Open M-F, 8:30 - 5:00

M Closed 12:00 - 12:30 and Weekends
513 N. Main St., Anna, lllinois

“We are still doing the
same thing we’ve been do-
ing all along,” said Andrea.
“We’ve only changed loca-
tions”

“We’ve paid more water
bills and gotten people’s
water turned on this fall and
winter than ever before,”
Andrea continued.

The Kellys hope to expand
the kinds of things that the
Booth Barn offer in the com-
ing year.

“We are looking to do a
farmers market out front,”
Andrea Kelly said. “We’re
looking for farmers who

might be interested.”

“We are also planning
on hosting some local car
shows” Andrea continued.
“We are going to be having
rotating food trucks here. Ev-
ery Saturday through October
is the plan.”

The Booth Barn is open
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues-
day through Saturday and
noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on
the Booth Barn and their
various projects, find The
Booth Barn of Union County
on Facebook or call 618-614-
5019.

S/

Pastor Wanted
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Cache Chapel and Cross Roads non-
denominational churches in Ullin are seeking
a part time Pastor who is knowledgeable in the
Bible, available for 2 morning services and a
weekly Bible study starting in September.

If interested, contact 618-306-0655, 618-534-5289
or Cache Chapel Church on Facebook.

V&

Union County Alliance of Churches
Recommendations

I The AOC needs teachers who can show us how to
help kids learn to read. We want to help, call us.

2 John 3:16 Ministries,“The Cure”, for drugs/alcohol
addiction, john3 | 6thecure.com/admission/ FREE

3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise,
fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are.

Questions call Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974

HOW WILL YOU ADD 10 THE
HISTORY OF THIS BUILDING?

ONLINE AUCTION

BEGINS TO END: APRIL 9, 2026
THURSDAY - 2:00 PM
308 S. MAIN STREET, ANNA, IL 62906

The ladies who owned the Brick House Grill stayed
busy feeding our bodies and our souls for years.
Baby showers, Christmas parties, soup on a cold
January day after a funeral - this building held all
of it. Over 7,500 square feet of brick commercial
space in the heart of downtown Anna, with a first
floor already built out and a second floor that once
rang with Teen Town music. It is ready for someone
willing to put in the work and write what comes next.

www.ollisauction.com

400 New Hope Road
(618) 833-2227

Buncombe, IL 62912
Toll Free (800) 272-9791

Joe Ollis Auction Service, LLC IL Lic #444.000380
Information Herein Believed To Be Accurate But Not Warranted
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GO0tt sHnnual Easter Sunrise Service
at Bald Ruol ((rose

The 90th annual Easter sunrise service is planned Sunday, April 5, at the landmark

Cross of Peace atop Bald Knob Mountain near Alto Pass in Union County. Gates

are scheduled to open at 5 a.m. The service begins at 6:15 a.m. Organizers
encourage those who plan to attend the service bring chairs.

The service’s keynote speaker is scheduled to be Edward Ellis, a Southern
lllinois native, U.S. Air Force veteran with 23 years of service, husband, father,
grandfather and pastor (along with his wife, Helen) at Purpose House Church.

No offering will be taken during service. Donation boxes will be available around the Cross of Peace
grounds and inside the cross’s welcome center. Food vendors who are scheduled to be on hand
include Dave’s Bagels and Fire & Ice. Handicapped parking and golf cart shuttles will be available.
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Page 4 - Section A

Thursday, April 2, 2026

The Gazette-Democrat

Obituaries

Lisa R. Baker

Lisa R. Baker, age 59 of
Anna, passed peacefully,
Thursday, March 26, 2026 at
her home.

She was born, Oct. 5, 1966,
in Champaign, the daughter
of Douglas D. and Carolyn
Kay (Burlison) Sturgeon. She
married Mike Baker on Nov.
6, 1999 in Anna.

Lisa is survived by her
loving husband, Mike Baker;
children, Brandon Howell
(Nikole Marsh), Cody Camp-
bell, Dalton (Micha) Bak-
er, and Lindsey Campbell;
grandchildren, Jace, Colson,
Grayson Campbell and Violet
Grace Howell; father, Douglas
D. Sturgeon; mother, Carolyn
Kay Hansell; brother, Jeff
Sturgeon; mother-in-law, Car-
ole Anne Baker; nieces and
nephews, Kennedy Terbrak,
Dylan Sturgeon, Aaron (Jan-
na) and Rachel Keistler; great
niece and nephews, Sutton
Sturgeon, Jayleigh and Beau
Terbrak; uncle, Jim Keistler;
aunt, Barbara Grace; precious
fur babies, Harley, Daisy Mae,
Coco and Luna; other extend-
ed family and many friends.

She was preceded in death
by her brother, Jason Stur-
geon; father-in-law, (CSM)
Larry Joe Baker; sister-in-law,
Jennifer Anne Baker; brother-
in-law, David Baker; uncle,
Chuck Grace; and aunt, Paula
Keistler.
RENDLEMAN

& HILEMAN
FuNERAL HOMES

Lisa
loved riding
motorcycles

R

with her husband, Mike and
son, Brandon. She enjoyed
the wind in her face and the
adventures they would have.
She was always up for a good
concert or spending time with
her grandchildren.

Lisa was an animal lover
and found peace tending to
her plants and flowers. Lisa
will be deeply missed by her
loving family and friends.

Funeral services were held
on Monday, March 30 at the
Rendleman & Hileman Funer-
al Home in Anna with Dylan
Sturgeon officiating.

Memorial contributions
are preferred to Hospice of
Southern Illinois or the char-
ity of your choice. Envelopes
will be available at the funeral
home.

To view the obituary and
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman and Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna in
charge of arrangements.

Vickie Sue Glasc

Vickie Sue Glasco, age 68,
died Wednesday, March 25,
2026 at Memorial Hospital of
Carbondale.

She was born July 1, 1957
in Anna, the daughter of Paul
and Ellen (Coleman) Turner.
She married DuWayne Glasco
June 6, 1981 in Cobden..

Vickie is survived by her
loving husband, DuWayne
Glasco; children Greg Glasco,
Mark (Amy) Glasco, An-
drea Glasco, Amanda Glasco
(fiancée Michael Winters);
grandchildren, Makayla,
Tylar, Brad, Eli, Kooper,
Gracie, Cami, and Keaten;
great-granddaughter, Willow;
sisters, Neta Mull, Margie
Shefter, and Patsy Bridgeman;
brothers, Lowell and Danny
Turner; nieces, nephews, other
relatives, and friends.

She was preceded in death
by her parents; great-grand-
child, Harper, and siblings,
Rodney Turner, Lawanda
Hubbs, and Terry Turner.

Vickie was a member of
the United Missionary Baptist

ReNDLEMAN Church of

& HILEMAN Buncombe.
FuneraL Hoves  She worked

Olen Gregory

Olen Gregory “Greg” Bal-
lard, age 66 of Jackson, Mo.,
formerly of Anna died peace-
fully, Wednesday, March 25,
2026.

He was born Nov. 28, 1959
in Herrin, the son of Olen
Adrian “Pat” and Betty Ann
(Frey) Ballard.

Greg is survived by his two
daughters, Miranda Christina
Eddy and Riley Ann Ballard
Stovall and son in law, Scott
James Stovall all of Jackson,
Mo.; grandchildren, Rowen,
Kamden, Jude and Maxine;
three sisters, Sandra (Mike)
McKinnon, Bev (Bob) War-
shawsky, and Cindy (Bruce)
Mosby; brother, Steve (Teresa
Bauer) Ballard; other extend-
ed family and many friends.

He was preceded in death
by his parents.

Greg was a good, honest
man, he was a wonderful
father, and his grandchildren
will tell you “he is the best
Pawpaw.”

He was a natural salesman,
who had the gift of being able
to talk to anyone as if they had
RENDLEMAN Dbeen friends

& HILEMAN for years.
FuNERAL HomES Greg was

at Southern Illinois University
for many years.

In her free time, she en-
joyed crocheting and solving
puzzles. Most of all, she en-
joyed spending time with her
family, especially her grand-
children. She will be dearly
missed.

Funeral services for Vickie
Glasco were held on Friday,
March 27, 2026 at the Rend-
leman and Hileman Funeral
Home in Jonesboro, with Rev.
Randy Morgan officiating.

Memorial contributions
may be made to Ebenezer Hall
Cemetery. Envelopes will be
available at the funeral home.

“Greg” Ballard

affectionately referred to as
“Greg of the long goodbyes,”
there was always one more
story to tell and one last hug.
He was very brave in his last
few weeks, it was never good-
bye, just “I’ll see you later.”

A celebration of life will
be announced at a later date.
Memorial contributions are
preferred to Hospice of South-
ern [llinois.

To view the obituary and
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman and Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna in
charge of arrangements.

Linnae Ayn West

Linnae Ayn West was born
on April 16,1952, and passed
away peacefully in her sleep
on March 29,2026, after years
of battling cancer.

She was cared for by many
kind and compassionate pro-
fessionals at the WashU On-
cology Group in St. Louis.

Linnae is survived by her
loving husband of 56 years,
Gilbert Lee West of Marion,
Ill.; three daughters: Shelley
Ellis, Kristal West, and Kim-
berly Dirigo; seven grand-
children: Kristina Stanley,
Kasey Ellis, Aspen Mechem,
Sebastian Mechem, Clayton
Dirigo, Kaylee West, and
Joshua Mechem; and three
great-grandchildren: Rosalie
Stanley, Meadow Stanley, and
Jensen Stanley.

She is also survived by her
three sisters and two brothers:
Brenda Pool, Linda Allen,
Judy James, Donnie James,
and Brian James.

She was preceded in death
by her granddaughter, Mi-
chelle West.

She and Gilbert were mar-
ried on Dec. 20, 1969. While
raising their three children,
she was an activist for wom-
en’s rights and served as an
advocate for children’s wel-
fare, all while working full
time.

She went on to earn both

) -

her bachelor’s and master’s

degrees in Anthropology from
SIU-C and continued to fight
for equality throughout her
life.

She shared her love of local
history and environmental
preservation with her children
and grandchildren throughout
her years. After retirement,
she enjoyed nature walks and
working in her garden with
her husband, Gilbert, and her
dog, RooDee.

She was a strong leader for
her family. Her perseverance
in doing what was right will
live on for generations, and
she will be forever remem-
bered in the hearts of her
family and friends.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to Binkley-Ross
Funeral Home. Private ser-
vices will be announced at a
later date.

Earl Ray Stadelbacher

Earl Ray Stadelbacher, 74,
of Greenville, Miss., formerly
of Champaign, Ill., passed
away on Monday, March 23,
2026, at Baptist Memorial
GTR Hospital in Columbus,
Miss.

Ray was born on April 22,
1951, in Champaign, Ill., to
the late Earl Alfred and Anita
Jeanne Stadelbacher.

He graduated from St. Jo-
seph Catholic School in Green-
ville, Miss. in 1969.

He began his career in 1970
at Nickleson File, working in
the Accounting Department.
Ray later became the Quality
Manager at Mec Inc, where he
specialized in third party cer-
tifications until his retirement
in 2016.

He was heavily involved in
the local ASQ chapter and was
a Certified Quality Engineer
(CQE). He took great pride
in his quality audits, and his
attention to detail made him
very successful in his quality
duties. He taught his children
the value of hard work and “no
step for a stepper”.

Ray was a member of St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church in
Greenville, Miss. where he was
a proud member of the Knights
of Columbus.

He cherished time with his
family and always asked for
pictures of his kids and grand-
kids for Christmas. He enjoyed
socializing with all those he
met and he loved playing

RENDLEMAN Cards and

& HiLEMaN dice with
FuneraL Homes  friends, as

well as fishing on the Missis-
sippi River.

In addition to his parents,
Ray was preceded in death
by his two sisters, Terry Lynn
and Carol Sue, and a brother,
Richard “Ricky” Stadelbacher.

He is survived by his be-
loved two daughters, Regina
(Jason) Minga of Columbus,
MS and Laura (Timithy) Mar-
ble of Southaven, Miss., six
grandchildren— Amber (Bran-
don) Bonner, Anna Minga, Ja-
cob Minga, Justin Hutchinson,
Megan (Sam) McDonald, and
Nathan Marble—and three
greatgrandchildren, Eleanor
Bonner, Lily McDonald, and
Elijah McDonald.

He is also survived by his
two sisters, Mary Ann (Odis)
Hill and Lisa Cain, both of
Greenville, Miss. and one
brother, Ronald Stadelbacher
of Winter Haven, Fla. and a
host of nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial
was held on Saturday, March
28,2026, at St. Joseph’s Cath-
olic Church in Cobden, Ill. In-
terment followed at St. Joseph
Cemetery in Cobden, IlI.

Terry Wayne Verble

Terry Wayne Verble, age
74, of Jonesboro, Ill. passed
away at 12:42 P.M. Saturday,
March 21, 2026 at his home.

Terry was born Jan. 10,
1952 in Carbondale, Il1.

He was a graduate of Anna
High School. Terry was a
Union Operator and was re-
tired from the Local 318 Op-
erating Engineers as a 50 year
member.

Terry loved all kinds of
racing, drag racing and espe-
cially NASCAR. He was an
accomplished auto mechanic
and auto body repair.

Terry is survived by one
daughter, Callie (Caleb) Baird
of Anna; granddaughter, Addi-
son Baird.

Terry was preceded in
death by his parents, Harry
and Jewel Slone Verble.

A celebration of life for

Mr. Terry Wayne Verble was
held at Wilson Funeral Home
in Karnak, Ill. on Wednesday
morning, April 1.

To leave an on-line message
for the family or to share a
memory, you can also visit our
website at www.wilsonfuner-
alhome1928.com

Gerald Glen (Jerry) Brown

Gerald Glen (Jerry) Brown
88, of Olmsted, IlI, went to
his heavenly home on March
23,2026.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, Glen and Ines
Brown, and his wife, Iris
Elaine Brown.

Jerry and Elaine were high
school sweethearts, marrying
on Sept. 2, 1956.

They had three daughters:
Cherry (John) Lindamood
of Tiptonville, Tennessee;
Andrea (Don) Witthoft of
Anna, Ill.; and Regina (Craig)
Vaughn of Farmington, Mo.

They had four grandchil-
dren: Maleita (Kaylie) Lin-
damood of Pahrump, Nev.;
John Michael (Evee) Lin-
damood of Gonzales, La.;
Nathan (Tabitha) Brown of
Bonne Terre, Mo.; and Jessica
(Drew) Kelley of Anna, Ill.

Their legacy includes six
great-grandchildren: Elijah
and Elaina Lindamood, Bow-
en, Delaney and Emerson Kel-
ley, and Theodore Brown, and
beloved nieces and nephews
who were cherished as though
they were his own.

During his time at Ullin
High School, Jerry was a
pitcher on the fast-pitch soft-
ball team, a member of the
basketball team, a member of
the drama club and the FFA.

He and Elaine were orga-
nizers for many years of the
Ullin High School Reunion,
an event that Jerry enjoyed
planning and attending. Jerry
would help out with church
Christmas plays and Vacation
Bible School skits for many
years, and would sometimes
play Santa for the Cache
Chapel Christmas event.

He loved receiving and
sending Christmas cards. He
was a long time member of
Cache Chapel Church, and
later attended Maple Grove
Baptist Church.

Jerry was a lover of many
kinds of animals, and would
often rescue lost ones bring-
ing them to live on the farm

DX
outside of Ullin. The kids
at church knew to ask him
whenever they were doing a
fundraiser. He bought many
pizzas and lots of cookie
dough, even though he wasn't
a genuine fan of pizza. He was
known for his kindness and
generous spirit, giving help to
anyone in need.

He was grateful to have
been included in dinners for
the Century High School FFA
in recognition of his long
farming life.

Jerry loved pulling hayride
wagons with his vintage John
Deere tractors, often partic-
ipating in the Cache River
Days Parade as a float from
his church. He enjoyed being
part of the tractor pulls at the
Pulaski County Fair for many
years.

Services honoring the life
of Mr. Jerry Brown were held
at Wilson's Funeral Home
in Karnak, Ill on Saturday,
March 28, with Rev. Scott
Kelley officiating. Interment
followed the service at the
Cache Chapel Cemetery.

Donations in lieu of flowers
can be made to the Cache
Chapel Cemetery, or the Cen-
tury High School FFA.

Pallbearers were John Lin-
damood, Don Witthoft, Craig
Vaughn, John Michael Lin-
damood , Drew Kelley and
Nathan Brown.

To leave an online message
for the family or to share a
memory, you can also visit our
website at www.wilsonfuner-
alhome1928.com

James Alan “Hack” Hines

James Alan “Hack” Hines,
age 67, of Anna, passed away
on Saturday, March 21, 2026.

The last of five children, he
was born on Jan. 10, 1959, to
Loren W. Hines and Olive L.
(Boyer) Hines of Anna, Ill.

James was a graduate of the
1977 class of Anna-Jonesboro
Community High School and
lived in the Anna-Jonesboro
area all of his life.

He worked for Shawnee
Mass Transit as a bus driver
until his illness. In past years,
he worked for the Union
County Laborers’ Local and
was a grounds keeper for the
Union County Golf Course.

He was a proud member
of the Anna-Jonesboro Elks
Lodge #1641. From 1997 to
1998, he served as Exalted
Ruler; from 2008 to 2009 as
Vice-President, and was a Past
Treasurer. Jim was the Local
and District Chairman of the
Elks Hoop Shoot Free Throw
Contest. He became a Lifetime
Member of the Anna-Jones-
boro Elks Lodge in 2022 and
served currently as a Trustee.

Jim loved to fish, was a mu-
sic lover, and an avid sports
fan who followed many

A-JCHS Wildcats basket-
ball and football games.

Survivors include his sister,
Debby Hines Kent (Ron) of
Jonesboro, I11.; sisters-in-law,
Diane (Stark) Hines of Kansas
City, Mo. and Dianne (May-
berry) Hines of Anna, Ill.;
nieces, Jennifer Hines Krist-
off (Dick) of Buncombe, IlI.,
Stephanie Hines of Kansas
City, Mo., and Hillary Hines-
Holl (Tim Holl) of Clinton,
Ill.; and a nephew, B.J. Col-
son of Anna, Ill.; along with
several great-nieces and

Vo) great-neph-
rain ews, and
@M thome a host of

friends.

Jim was preceded in death
by his parents; three brothers,
Lennie G. “Jerry” Hines,
John R. Hines, and Bobby
Joe Hines; and a very special
friend, Julie Thompson.

The Elks Funeral Service
(Elks Last Rites) will be held
on on Saturday, April 4 at 5
p.m. at the Anna-Jonesboro
Elks Lodge #1641, 427 E
Jefferson St, Anna, IL 62906.

Following the service, the
Elks invite you to food and
fellowship to celebrate the life
and legacy of Hack.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requests with gratitude that
memorial contributions may
be made to the American Can-
cer Society in honor of James
“Hack” Hines.

The family would like to
give a very special Thank
You to Anna-Jonesboro Elks
Lodge for all the help they
provided through his illness
and after. It is greatly appre-
ciated by his family.

The cremation of James
Alan “Hack” Hines will be
personally handled by the staff
of Crain Funeral Home.

Crain Funeral Home in
Anna, Illinois is in charge of
arrangements.
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Darlene Williams

Darlene Williams, 78, of
Grand Tower, passed away on
Thursday, March 19, 2026 at
Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St.
Louis, Mo.

Darlene’s husband took her
by the hand to the Riverboat
in the sky.

She was born on Feb. 6,
1948 to Millard and Leneta
(Cooper) Reed in East St.
Louis, I11.

On Oct. 19, 1970, she mar-
ried John Edward Williams
and spent over 52 years to-
gether until his passing in
2023. John Williams, Sr. was a
Riverboat Captain for several
years after joining the army.

Darlene worked on a riv-
erboat as a cook for over
10 years and then became a
homemaker for her family.

Survivors include her
children, John, Jr. (Alissa)
Williams, Melinda (Wayne)
Bridges, Samantha Johnson
(Bill Harris), Joyce Rushing
(Russell Clover), Charles Wil-
liams, Kayle (Rusty) Huffman,
Elizabeth (Orville) Hobbs,
and DJ Rushing; 18 grand-
children; 30 great- grandchil-

dren; sib-
lings, Ron
Reed, Dan-

ny Reed, Mike Reed, Donna
Norton, and Brenda Gale;
along with nieces, nephews,
and other relatives.

Along with her parents and
husband, she is preceded in
death by her brothers, Bruce
Reed and Terry Reed.

A Graveside Service was
held on Wednesday, April 1
ZLWK 5HY .HQQ\
ating at Walker Hill Cemetery
in Grand Tower, I11.

The cremation of Darlene
Williams will be personally
handled by the staff of Crain
Funeral Home.

Crain Pleasant Grove-Mur-
dale Funeral Home is in charge
of arrangements.

James Bruce Jones, Sr.

James Bruce “Jim” Jones,
Sr.,age 83, 0f Dongola, passed
away peacefully, surrounded
by family, on Wednesday,
March 25,2026 at Saint Fran-
cis Medical Center in Cape
Girardeau, Mo.

He was born on March 27,
1942, to John E. and Mae
(Adams) Jones in Anna, IlI.

Jim proudly served his
country as a Combat Engineer
in the military and was a Life
Member of the VFW Post in
Vienna, Ills. He devoted many
years to public service, retir-
ing in 1997 as Supervisor 11
from the Vienna Correctional
Center.

Jim found deep peace on
his farm, where he could often
be found riding his tractor,
quietly cruising the land in his
Ranger side-by-side, sitting
E\ D FDPSAUH
God’s creation. Those quiet

ley Grace
Lantz; sis-
ter-in-law,
Adra Jones;
nieces and nephews, Darlene
(Bill) Osteen, Tyler Jones,
Debi (Mike) Barnett, Amy
(Jonathan) Schott, and Angie

D @laneHIQnk4 Rivd IQng-time

friend, Betty Eagle.
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thoughtful nature of the man
who enjoyed life’s simple
blessings.

Above all, he loved his
family deeply and cherished
time spent with them. A man
of strong faith, Jim loved the
Lord and served Him faithful-
ly, and was a devoted member
of Cross Road Church in
Ullin, I11.

Survivors include his chil-
dren, Angela Jones-Sharp,
James Wayne (Angela) Jones,
and James Bruce, Jr. (Angela)
Jones; three grandchildren,
Krystal McDonald, Haley
(Brady) Lantz, and Holly
Jones; two great-grandchil-

dren, Wy-
att Lantz
and Pais-

he is preceded in death by
his brothers, J.E. Jones, Jack
Jones, and an infant brother;
and one sister, Joy Bostian.

Funeral services will be
held on Thursday, April 2 at 2
p.m. with Pastor Bob Manier
officiating at Cross Road
Church in Ullin.

Visitation will be held prior
to the service from 1 p.m. to 2
p-m. at the church.

Interment will follow the
service at Big Creek Cemetery
in Dongola, Ill.

The family requests with
gratitude that any memorial
contributions be made to
Cross Road Church.

Crain Funeral Home in
Anna, Illinois is in charge of
arrangements

The Cat's Meow

by Cobden Spay and Neuter Coalition

It’s time for an update on
Spring 2026 Spayapalooza.
We’re halfway through our
FDPSDLJQ WR AJ
raise $10,000 in funds needed
to do that. And we’re over
KDOIZD\ WR RXU
cats through our subsidized
and TNVR programs in March.
Dollars-wise, not half, but very
close to the $5,000 mark for
March.

Won'’t you help put us over
the top? No money, no spays or
neuters. We have a full slate of
scheduled subsidized and feral
cats for April.

And what fun this campaign
has been so far. March 21 was
our Meow Mixer at Alto Vine-
yards, adding nearly $1,000
to the budget. Next up is the
Flash Tattoo and Chair Massage
event at Ascendant Moon on
Main Street in Anna. Amanda
will have a menu of designs
to choose from for $80 each,
with a portion of that donated
to Spayapalooza. Massage by
Meredith will be a 10-minute
chair massage for $16 with a

3 E@Qi%;qlhthﬁt IaAs% Eonated.

We are continuing to visit
various city and village boards
and civic groups, and have sent
press releases of the events to
various media.

Join us for these events and
support an end to the suffering
of feral and community cats,

which can only be done by
spaying and neutering them,
and seeing that they are fed and
watchdd Mebby Bo@fassionate
caretakers and valued in our
communities.

J R Dd@'t ford ovghopatICob-

den Village Shops. There are
pet items and other things for
sale at a discount. All proceeds
there also go toward our work.
Remember, CSNC is 100%
donation funded. We have no
employees to pay, no facility
to maintain, so all funds are
directed to our primary mission.
Please visit our website, cob-
denspayneutercoalition.org, or
our facebook page to see what
we’re up to. You may drop off,
call in, or send donations to
our account at Meller-James
& Associates, send your gift
online through givebutter.com,
or mail them to CSNC, P.O.
Box 542, Cobden, IL 62920.
CSNC is a 501c3 nonprofit
organization, and donations are
tax-deductible.
Spay/Neuter/Adopt com-
panion animals. Meanwhile, if
you see a companion animal in
need, in trouble, or suffering,
please, please call someone
before it’s too late for them. Call

\RXU ORFDO DQLPDgIQ

the police, or the Sheriff’s Dept.
It IS your business if an inno-
cent being who cannot speak for
himself needs your help!

Unsettled weather:;
HOHYDWHG

Anunsettled weather pattern
was expected to continue this
week in the Union County area
and the surrounding region.
Recent weather in the area
included a freeze warning, red

AUH GD QJHU
Elevated Fire Weather Dan-
ger
The National Weather Ser-

Southeast Missouri on Sunday.
The warning was in effect until
7 p-m. and included concerns

DERXW DQ HOHY D WdtEmiAdwtelCIEHR Jid)

The Union County Sheriff’s

Lick Creek announces
third-quarter honor roll

The Lick Creek School Dis-
trict has released its honor roll
and high honor roll lists for
the third quarter of the 2025-
26 school year, recognizing
students in grades 3-8 for their
academic achievement.

High Honor Roll

Otto Wayne Banks, Wil-
liam Scott Bowen, Blakeley
Ann-Marie Bryan, Abigail
Rosalie Fern Marie Evers,
Mallory Elizabeth Hall, Miles
Parker “Milo” Houin, Hank
Sawyer Pnewm, Rodney
James “RJ” Wright, Madelyn
Jo Coomer.

Lawson Carter Duty, Mi-
chael Christopher Schmidt,
Friedrich Wichmann “Fritz”
J-toberiey, Bella Lynn Cook,
Kooper DuWayne Glasco, Is-
abella Marie Mendez Fabery,
Paisley Jaec New, Hayes Mat-
thew Pinnon, Daniel Austin
Plott.

Taylor Marie Baker, Ayla
Kree Corbit, Owen Cache
Corbit, Alice Marie Hileman,
Ryan Christopher House-

(Mill Creek andypper Elco)

I don’t know about all of
you, but my body is getting
whiplash from the weather.
My plants go out...then they
have to come back in. My
winter wardrobe gets packed
away and then it gets pulled

man, Kayleigh Elizabeth Mc-
Mahan, Jet Allen Newman,
Emelia C. Orange, Maggie
Dawn Roach and Abigail
Rene Thorn.

Honor Roll

Bailey Lynn Duty, Bryson
Wayne Hoehner, Tanner Hope
Gerardi, Taylynn Faith Ge-
rardi, Jocelyn Colleen Lyon,
Emma Grace Schlenker,
Brooklyn Rebecca Shipley,
Jaden Jeffrey Miller, Benja-
min Kyle Shelton, Serenity
Lynn Hanney.

Blakeley Nicole Hoehner,
Elias Carter “Eli” Houseman,
Rosaleigha Annabelle Men-
dez Fabery, Heinrich Wich-
mann “Henry” Moberley,
Lukas Ryan Shelton, Bentley
Drew Cobb, Gabriel Marshall
Shelton.

Daultan Ryan Stroehlein,
William Xavier Brown, Macy
Elaine Clutts, Jordan Anthony
Starr, Zander Michael Sullens
and Alexander Benjamin Scott
Wright.

¥ linge News

By Suzan Harve

thank him for your bless-
ings...for we all have some,
and to thank him for his sac-
ULAFH IRU \RXU
who have to work or are
physically unable, please take
a moment in prayer to offer
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the
Spring needs “to stay or go
as my grandmother use tell us
kids when we would “fan” the
screen door. Unfortunately,

ne

more of the same indecision,
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Union County was included in
the warning area.
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weather danger and gusty winds
on Tuesday.

Widespread elevated fire
danger was anticipated across
the Southern Illinois, South-
east Missouri and Western
Kentucky region during peak
heating in the day.

Sustained winds between
10 and 20 miles per hour, with
gusts up to 25 to 35 mph, along
with very dry fuels were the
main concerns. Isolated gusts
higher than 35 mph were also
possible.

The Weather Service said
that continued very dry fuels
combined with increased winds
would make it possible for

ZLOGAUHV WR L JQWibi Bi@ SedetlKiaD G

rapidly. Outdoor burning was
not recommended.

Breezy/windy conditions
also occurred Monday. A wind
gust of 43 mph was recorded
early Monday afternoon at the
Southern Illinois Airport near
Carbondale.

Red Flag Warning

winds, low relative humidity
and warm temperatures com-
bined to contribute to extreme
AUH EHKDYLRU

‘Winds on Sunday were out of
the south at 13 to 18 mph, with
gusts up to 27 mph. Relative
humidity as low as 20 percent
was possible.

“Any fires that develop
will likely spread rapidly,” the
Weather Service cautioned.
“Outdoor burning is not rec-
ommended.”

Freeze Warning

On Friday, March 27, the

HDWKHU 6HUY LFHgRolidf

a freeze warning for parts of
the Southern Illinois, Southeast

tucky region. Union County
was included in the warning,
which was in effect from 1 a.m.
until 9 a.m. Saturday, March
28. Subfreezing temperatures
as low as 28 degrees were in
the forecast.

“Frost and freeze conditions
could kill crops, other sensi-

7KH :HDWKHU 6H Uvé lybebtatRi Addhpossibly
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parts of southwest Illinois and

6SULQJW IDRH workshops to address
ZLOGARZHDRFDO IXQGLQJ R&@FbiW.X

hikes planned
at Giant City

Spring wildflower hikes
are planned during April at
Giant City State Park near
Makanda. Hikes are sched-
uled from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
on April 4, April 11 and
April 17.

The hikes will be on the
Trillium Trail at the park.
The trail is described as one
of the most diverse spring

ZLOGARZHU WU D lafd Vardh&v t6 daiXs

Illinois. Hikes will be led by
the park’s interpreter. Tril-
lium Trail is a moderately
difficult 2-mile trail with
some steep stair climbing.

Registration is required.
To register, or for more in-
formation, call the visitors
center at the park at 618-
457-4836.

The Illinois Department of
Transportation, IDOT, is plan-
ning to host 11 workshops
throughout the state to help
local governments and commu-
nities learn about and apply for
funding opportunities through
the Illinois Transportation En-
hancement Program. One of
the workshops is scheduled in
Marion.

Organized through IDOT’s
ongoing special programs as-
sistance conferences, the work-
shops will help stakeholders
identify projects that qualify
cKsdtulJ
applications. Each session will
take place over two days, with
group presentations the morn-
ing of the first day followed
by one-on-one appointments
and networking opportunities
throughout the remainder of the
workshop.

The conference dates and
locations include June 3-4 at
Marion Greater Egypt Regional

Planning, which is located at
3117 Civic Circle Blvd., Suite
A, in Marion.

Registration information,
times for each session and
program details are available
by visiting https://idot.click/
ITEP-SPAC.

Made possible by federal
and state funds administered
by IDOT, the Illinois Transpor-
tation Enhancement Program
helps to support bike and pe-
destrian travel, as well as make
other surface transportation im-

rovements that promote quali-
&r of life and expanded options
for getting around communities.

In the last funding opportu-
nity, IDOT distributed $139.2
million to support 67 projects,
the largest amounts ever, due
to the state’s Rebuild Illinois
capital program. Approximately
75 percent of the funding was
allocated for improvements in
communities that best demon-

plumbing,” the Weather Service
advised.
Above Normal Temperatures
The Weather Service re-

above normal in the region
until Sunday, April 5, which
is Easter.

A chance for showers and
thunderstorms is in the forecast
for Thursday, today, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. High
temperature are expected to be
near 80 on Thursday, near 79
on Friday, near 73 on Saturday
and near 58 on Easter Sunday.

Drought Update

A Thursday, March 26, up-
date from the U.S. Drought
Monitor showed that nearly
all of Union County was ex-
periencing abnormally dry
conditions.

Similar conditions were re-
ported in all of Jackson, Wil-
liamson and Alexander coun-
ties, western Pulaski County,
northern Johnson County and
the southeast tip of Massac
County.

No drought conditions were
reported in southern Johnson

County, eastern Pulaski County

VWUDWHG AQD QFLROm&bHassac County.

factor. I hope everyone with
little ones had their Easter egg

\rgfarl . East rlsa arent-

my brother-in-law, Chuck
Harvel, and nephew, Sam
Harvel, who came and helped
with our recent plumbing
issues. Chuck also hauled a
new freezer for us a couple of
weeks ago. I am hoping that’s
it for household disasters for
a while, as I am sure they are
too.

Mill Creek Baptist Church
had a wonderful turnout for
their luncheon and egg hunt
this past Saturday. The chil-
dren had a blast and there was
no_shortage of eggs. An in-

e MY Gled
only a couple of eggs were
overlooked. We had a few new
participants, which always
fun, also.

A special note of thanks to
all who organized, donated
money, food, drinks, candy,
and eggs, as well as those who
stuffed eggs, cooked food, hid
eggs, and helped with clean
up. We also thank the parents,
guardians, grandparents, and
neighbors who brought those
children to share in the fun and
fellowship.

It was also a joy to watch
those who had their children

small to hunt or even eat that
candy, they had their photos
taken to look back on in the
future. Precious memories
were made.

Brother Bobby Richardson
led the congregation from
the book of Matthew 21 for
his Palm Sunday message.
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p m. Wednesday night,
ord’s Supper will be

observed during Maundy
Thursday services at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday night, & Easter Sun-
rise Services at 7 a.m. Sunday
with a breakfast afterwards,
followed by regular Sunday
services at 10:30 a.m. All are
welcomed.

Those in need of prayer
are: the Greg Ballard family,

tk%ﬁ?R §li/hm Jones farr.nly,.and the

Baker family in their
passings. Please pray also for
Bruce McCommons, Elaine
Knupp, Faye Rendleman,
Judy Brown, Karly Sadler,
Nicole Tucker, Rusty Shipley,
Sandy Kaufman, Teresa Phil-
lips, Wayne Ledbetter, Joseph
Seabaugh, Brennen Gibson,
and Ken Pearson who all
have health or personal issues.
Also, prayers are needed for
Dusty Newman whose home
burned.

Union
County
Fixin’s

Pasta Carbonara

1 12 oz. package of linguine
noodles

Water

6 strips of bacon, chopped
up raw

1/4 cup diced onion

1 cup frozen green peas

1 medium sized lemon:
grate 1 1/2 teaspoons rind and
squeeze 2 tablespoons juice

2 eggs, beaten

1/2 cup freshly grated par-
mesan cheese
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1/4 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon pepper

In large saucepan cook
pasta according to directions
for al dente. Reserve water in
heat proof bowl when draining
pasta, covering to keep warm.
Put pasta in a different bowl
and cover with foil to keep it
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that told them “...thy King is
coming.” We also need to be
reminded that he is coming
again. Are you prepared for
His return? As we engage in
Holy Week activities, let us
keep each word he said, each
thing he did at the forefront
of our minds. He wasn’t just
seeking to save those around
him, but all the generations
to come...meaning us. He
deemed us worthy, now we
need to show him we are.
Bring a friend, relative,
or neighbor and yourself to
church Easter Sunday and

In same saucepan used to
cook pasta, cook the bacon
and onion until bacon is crisp,
stirring occasionally. Add peas
and cook until heated through.
Mix up lemon zest and juice,
eggs, cheese and spices in
small bowl. Set aside.

Add pasta back into pot
and toss to combine. Remove
from heat and quickly add
egg & cheese mixture, stirring
continuously and thoroughly.
Add just enough reserved
warm pasta water to create a
creamy sauce.

Sprinkle with additional
cheese after plating.



