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News
Notes

Items of interest
from throughout
the Union County area.

Lake Road in Dongola was
scheduled to be closed on
the Mill Creek end starting
Wednesday and continuing
through Friday of this week
for culvert replacement. The
Union County Highway De-
partment requested that mo-
torists seek an alternate route.

kskok

The price of regular unlead-
ed gasoline was $4.54 a gallon
on Monday in Cobden. Diesel
was $5.76 a gallon.

skoskok

The Illinois State Police, the
llinois Department of Trans-
portation, the Illinois Tollway
and the Illinois State Police
Heritage Foundation have
announced that every state
police officer killed in the line
of duty will be honored for
their sacrifice for the people
of Illinois with a memorial
sign along Illinois roadways.
73 state police officers have
died in the line of duty since
the agency began providing
services on April 1, 1922.
Over the next several months,
IDOT and the Illinois Tollway
will erect uniform signs for all
fallen personnel.

kokck

The Anna Police Depart-
ment is alerting the com-
munity about another scam.
The department reported on
social media that false notices
are being sent to individuals
claiming there are unpaid traf-
fic fines due in Cook County.
These are scam notices, the
department reported. “Please
do not pay these individuals
or interact with any portion
of the electronic transmission
or attached QR codes. Please
warn friends and family as
well. The notices look like
the photo at the end of this
post. As always, stay safe
and contact police if you have
questions or have been the
victim of fraud,” the depart-
ment advised.

kskok

Shawnee Community Col-
lege is joining in the celebra-
tion of April as Community
College Month with stories
from the Saints family. The
theme for the commemoration
is "The Smartest First Step,
The Strongest Next Step.”

skskok

The Anna School District
37 PTO is planning to host a
Spring Fling Carnival Spec-
tacular on April 10. The event
will be from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
at Anna Junior High School.
Admission is free. Food,
games, raffles and more will
be featured.

skoskok

A general meeting to dis-
cuss the nation’s 250th birth-
day celebration was planned
Tuesday evening, April 7, at
Cobden Village Hall.

koksk

With another school year
winding down, Rural Health
Inc. encourages families to
schedule their child’s back-
to-school physical and dental
appointments and immuni-
zations, if needed, before the
rush of the next school year.

(continued on page 2)
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Rendleman Orchards unvells hlstorlc dlstrlct marker at ceremony
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Ceremony held Friday
Rendleman Orchards in Alto Pass welcomed the community to the unveiling of a
historic district marker on Friday, April 3. Many turned out for the event.

Union County’s rich agri-
cultural heritage was high-
lighted on Friday, April 3,
when the community was
invited to join in a celebration
of Southern Illinois history at
an event held at Rendleman
Orchards in Alto Pass.

Rendleman Orchards un-
veiled a historical marker
during a midday ceremony.
The marker for the Rend-
leman Orchards Historic
District recognized the Union
County orchard’s 153-year

legacy and its new place on
the National Register of His-
toric Places.

Michelle Sirles of Rend-
leman Orchards welcomed
the many people who were
in attendance Friday and de-
livered remarks for the occa-
sion. She is the wife of Wayne
Sirles — they represent the
fifth generation of the Rend-
leman family which leads the
agricultural enterprise.

“Today, we celebrate
something 153 years in the

RENDLEMAN ORCHARDS
HISTORIC DISTRICT

making. Rendleman Orchards
has been designated a His-
toric District on the National
Register of Historic Places.
This recognizes not just our
farm, but the rich fruit-grow-
ing heritage of Union Coun-
ty,” Michelle Sirles said.
She welcomed special
guests Luke Davison, who
was in attendance on behalf
of Jerry Costello II, the direc-
tor of the Illinois Department
of Agriculture; and State Sen.
Dale Fowler, R-Harrisburg,

S\NCEl\
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Special event commemorated

State Sen. Dale Fowler, R-Harrisburg, right, was
a special guest at the unveiling of a historic district
marker at Rendleman Orchards in Alto Pass. Welcoming
the state legislator were members of the Rendleman
Orchards family: from left are Ren Sirles, Wayne Sirles,
Michelle Sirles and Betty Sirles. They stood next to a
temporary version of the historic district marker which
was unveiled Friday, April 3. An official version of a cast
aluminum marker is in final production.

who was on hand to unveil
the new historical marker.
Both Fowler and Davison
praised Rendleman Orchards
for their contributions to
Southern Illinois.

“We are also deeply grate-
ful to those who helped make
this milestone possible: Carol
Hoffman with the Southern-
most Illinois Tourism Bureau,
Bill Furry with the Illinois

State Historical Society, and
especially Marcy Prchal, an
archaeologist and architectur-
al historian whose expertise
and dedication guided us
through this process over the
past few years,” Sirles said.
“Although I’ve lived on this
farm for 35 years, it wasn’t
until I began working full-
time in the operation that |
(continued on page 2)

Well above
normal

warmth in
forecast

After a brief cool down
on Tuesday, temperatures
were expected to climb to
well above normal beginning
Wednesday in the region.
Highs in the upper 60s and
70s were in the forecast. The
forecast from the National
Weather Service office in
Paducah also was calling for
achance of showers and thun-
derstorms on Friday.

The possibility of above
normal temperatures in ear-
ly April follows one of the
warmest months of March on
record in the Southern Illinois,
Southeast Missouri and West-
ern Kentucky region.

The Weather Service report-
ed that record high tempera-
tures were seen on Tuesday,
March 31, in the region. The
high in Carbondale reached
85 degrees, which broke a
record of 83 set in 1940. The
high in Cape Girardeau was
84, which broke a record of
83 set in 1986.

The past week’s weather
also has been very windy.
The Weather Service office
issued a wind advisory for
parts of the region which was
in effect Thursday, April 2.
South winds of 15 to 25 miles
per hour, with gusts of 40 to
45 mph, were in the forecast.
Gusts of 39 mph were record-
ed in the Southern Illinois
area during the afternoon of
April 2.

Drought Update

The region did see some
rainfall last weekend, but
overall conditions remain dry.

An update from the U.S.
Drought Monitor showed that
nearly all of Union, Jackson
and Johnson counties were
experiencing abnormally dry
conditions as of Thursday,
April 2. Very small parts
of each of those counties
were experiencing moderate
drought conditions. Nearly all
of Williamson County was ex-
periencing moderate drought
conditions.

Child Abuse Prevention Month

kickoff event held in Union County

Supporting child abuse prevention awareness

Those who attended a National Child Abuse Prevention Month kickoff ceremony at the Union County Courthouse
in Jonesboro had an opportunity to tie blue ribbons on a tree in front of the courthouse. The blue ribbon is the
symbol for National Child Abuse Prevention Month.

April’s observance of Na-
tional Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month in Union County
kicked off with a community
ceremony. The ceremony
was held Thursday morning,
April 2, at the Union County
Courthouse in Jonesboro. This
was the 15th year for a Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention
Month kickoff event to be held
in Union County. Activities
were held in the community
room at the courthouse and
outside on the courthouse
grounds.

The ceremony included the
reading of a Union County
Child Abuse Prevention Proc-
lamation and encouragement
from child abuse prevention
advocates in Union County
for residents of all ages to
get involved in awareness
and prevention activities this
April in hopes of helping more
children connect to resources.

The Union County Child
Abuse Prevention Proclama-
tion was read by Union Coun-
ty Sheriff David Wilkins. The
proclamation declared that:

“...every child deserves
to grow up in a nurturing en-
vironment, free from abuse,
neglect, violence or endanger-

ment of any kind...

“...child abuse and neglect
causes serious harm to child
development and has lifelong
effects that endanger safety,
hinder permanency in rela-
tionships, and reduce well-be-
ing, creating greater demands
on society...

“...child abuse prevention
is a shared responsibility and
finding solutions requires the
involvement and collaboration
of citizens, organizations, and
government entities through-
out Illinois and the country...

“...Illinoisans make more
than 230,000 calls to the Illi-
nois Child Abuse Hotline each
year, offer temporary safe
haven for more than 18,000
children as foster families,
including 41 children in Union
County, and have provided
permanent, loving homes for
more than 19,000 children
through adoption over the last
decade...

“...child abuse prevention
programs in Illinois are ef-
fective because partnerships
created by the Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Family
Services, Prevent Child Abuse
Illinois, Children’s Home +

(continued on page 2)

Proclamation read

Union County Sheriff David Wilkins read a Union
County Child Abuse Prevention Proclamation at last
week’s kickoff ceremony.
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News Notes

(continued from page 1)
Anna Police Department
officers answered 370 calls
for service in March, made 12
arrests and had 20 traffic stops.
skksk
An Easter egg hunt hosted
by the Cobden High School
Beta Club and the Cobden Fire
Department which had been
scheduled for last Saturday
afternoon was postponed due
to the weather. Organizers
were working to reschedule
the event.
skksk
The 2026 River to River Re-
lay is right around the corner...
this year’s event is set for April
18. The relay once again will
begin in Union County and end
in Golconda.
skksk
A ribbon cutting ceremony
is set for 10 a.m. Friday, April
10, at Shawnee Communi-
ty College’s Union County
Extension Center, which is
located at 1150 E. Vienna St.
in Anna.
skksk
The Cobden Spay Neuter
Coalition has reported that they
have fixed over 50 cats during
March, half of their goal for
the March-April Spring 2026
Spayapalooza. They need ad-
ditional funds to meet their
goals. Their next fundraiser is
a Flash Tattoo and Chair Mas-
sage event at Ascendant Moon
on Main Street in Anna, Friday,
April 10, from 12 to 7 p.m.
skksk
Hundreds of students,
job seekers and community
members attended a Shawnee
Community College Job and
College Transfer Fair which
was held April 1 in the gym-
nasium on the college’s main
campus near Ullin. Dozens of
employers and colleges were

Hot dog
eating
contest
planned

A hot dog eating contest
has been added to the list of
special activities planned at
the Anna City Park on July
4th to celebrate the nation’s
250th birthday. The City of
Anna is partnering with Si-
nisi’s on Main in downtown
Anna to present the contest.
The city announced the con-
test on social media.

The contest is limited to
10 participants and spots
are expected to fill up fast.
Competitors can sign up in
person at Sinisi’s on Main to
secure a spot. Check-in time
will be at 3:30 p.m. on July
4th at the park. The contest
will start at 4 p.m. Prizes
will be awarded to the top
competitors.

represented.
skeksk
University of Illinois Exten-
sion staff members gathered in
the state Capitol in Springfield
on March 25 to showcase
how Extension and Illinois
4-H strengthen communities
statewide and to call for an in-
creased state investment at its
inaugural Extension Day at the
Capitol. Staff members also at-
tended the 56th annual Illinois
Agriculture Legislative Day on
March 24, also in Springfield.
sksksk
The University of Illinois
Extension unit serving Alexan-
der, Johnson, Massac, Pulaski
and Union counties is seeking
applicants for an open “extra
help” position. The part-time
program coordinator (28 hours
per week) will support the
community and economic de-
velopment team in strengthen-
ing local food systems through
direct engagement with gro-
cery stores and community
partners. Applications must be
received by 6 p.m.CST May 1.
sksksk
Accumulations of up to 2
inches of snow were possible
Monday night in the St. Louis
area.

Weather

High 84, low 33;
0.90 of inch of rain

Temperatures ranged from
a high of 84 degrees to a low
of 33 during the period of
March 31 through April 6 in
the Union County area. Pre-
cipitation totaled 0.90 of an
inch of rain.

Following are highlights for
the period as recorded by local
weather observer Dana Cross
near Jonesboro:

Tuesday, March 31: high
84, low 66.

Wednesday, April 1: high
80, low 65.

Thursday, April 2: high 78,
low 67.0.01 of an inch of rain.

Friday, April 3: high 81,
low 68.

Saturday, April 4: high 75,
low 43.0.89 of an inch of rain.

Sunday, April 5: high 62,
low 36.

Monday, April 6: high 70,
low 33.

March Highlights

The high temperature for
the month of March was 86
degrees, which was recorded
on March 21 and 22. The av-
erage high was 69.

The low temperature for
the month was 18, which was
recorded on March 17. The
average low was 44.

Precipitation for the month
totaled 7.99 inches. The total
included melted precipitation.
The most rain in a 24-hour
period was 4.24 inches, which
was recorded on March 5.
Snowfall totaled a trace, re-
corded on March 16.

Precipitation for the year,
through the end of March,
totaled 9.80 inches.

Celebration planned

=

Unio Cbuny andark

The landmark Stinson Memorial Public Library is
located along South Main Street in Anna.

Stinson Memorial Public
Library is planning to host
a special event in honor of
the architect who designed
the Union County landmark
structure located in Anna.

The 150th anniversary of
the year in which famed ar-
chitect and landscape architect
Walter Burley Griffin was
born will be celebrated Sat-
urday, April 11. Griffin was
bornin 1876 and died in 1937.

“We are one of 150 historic
sites around the world host-
ing celebrations,” the Anna
library shared on social me-
dia. Stinson Memorial Public
Library is located at 409 S.
Main St.

In commemoration of the
anniversary, two trees have
been planted and dedicated in
Griffin’s honor. A flowering
buckeye tree and a white oak
tree are two of 150 trees that
are being planted interna-

tionally to celebrate Griffin’s
anniversary.

During the April 11 cel-
ebration, Marion Mahoney
Griffin’s original rendering
of the Anna library will be
on display. Marion Mahoney
Griffin was an architect and
artist and was married to Wal-
ter Burley Griffin.

The celebration at the Anna
library is scheduled to get
underway at 11 a.m. with
a self-led library tour, light
refreshments and a stained-
glass craft. A tree dedication
ceremony is planned at noon.

A presentation titled “Un-
derstanding the Stinson Li-
brary, One of America’s Great
Treasures” is planned at 12:30
p-m. The presentation will
be by Paul Kruty, who is a
professor at the University
of Illinois and a founding
member of the Walter Burley
Griffin Society of America.

Child abuse prevention

(continued from page 1)

Aid Society of Illinois, Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Centers of
Illinois, Voices for Illinois
Children and other govern-
ment entities, social service
agencies, schools, religious
organizations, law enforce-
ment agencies, businesses and
individual citizens.”

The proclamation closed by
declaring April 2026 as Child
Abuse Prevention Month in
Union County and encouraging
everyone in the community to
respond to the call of how they
can help by supporting child
abuse prevention programs and
reporting suspected cases of
abuse to the Illinois Child Abuse
Hotline at 800-25-ABUSE.
Each of those who attended the
ceremony had an opportunity to
sign the proclamation.

Rachel Chruszczyk, South-
ern Region prevention special-
ist for Prevent Child Abuse
Illinois, was grateful for the
show of support seen at the
Union County kickoff event.
Chruszczyk said that child
abuse prevention is “a shared
collaboration” that “belongs
to all of us.” One person...one
trusted adult...being a good
neighbor can make a difference
in the life of a child, she said.

“Being a good neighbor is
the most important thing that
you can be,” she said. “Pre-
vention only works when the
community steps up. Think
about how you can be a good
neighbor. Let us be the neigh-
bors that our children need us
to be.”

Abigail Cowser-Barnett, a
medical social worker with the
Children’s Medical and Men-
tal Health Resource Network
in Anna, shared a quote from
Fred Rogers, the famed Mister
Rogers, who was an American
television personality, Pres-
byterian minister and author:
“When I was boy and I would
see scary things in the news, my
mother would say to me, ‘Look
for the helpers. You will always
find people that are helping.””

“We are in a room full of
helpers,” Cowser-Barnett said.
She encouraged all of those
present to not just look for the
helpers — but to be one of the
helpers.

In 2011, the Union Coun-
ty Child Abuse Prevention,
UCCAP, planning committee

was co-developed by WIBH
Radio in Anna and the Chil-
dren’s Medical and Mental
Health Resource Network,
CMMHRN, to promote child
abuse awareness and preven-
tion. The committee included
county child advocacy agen-
cies, healthcare providers,
law enforcement, schools and
businesses. In 2019, Union
County CAP expanded its
support under Prevent Child
Abuse, PCA, Illinois.

Today, the committee still
includes its original members
and many new ones who work
together to improve the lives
of Union County abused and
neglected children and their
families.

Organizers noted that many
family-friendly events and
activities are planned for April
in the Southern Illinois region.
Union County will be part of
those activities. The local cal-
endar of events includes:

April 10 is National Wear
Blue Day. Organizers invite the
community to share photos on
social media with #GoBluell-
linois to support PCA Illinois’
#GoBlue campaign.

OnApril 24, from 6 p.m.to 8
p-m., a Pajama Movie Night is
planned at Kiki’s Coffeehouse,
which is located at 326 S. Main
St. in downtown Anna.

Everyone is invited to pur-
chase a blue cookie through the
#GoBlue awareness campaign
at Davis Pastry at 206 S. Main
St. in downtown Anna.

For more information about
these and other events planned
in Union County for Child
Abuse Prevention Month,
visit Facebook.com/Union-
CountyCAP or contact Rachel
Chruszezyk at rchruszeczyk@
pcaillinois.org

Historic marker

(continued from page 1)
truly understood the depth of
what came before us. In the
everyday work, I discovered
incredible documents and ar-
tifacts — pieces of history that
together tell an extraordinary
story of American farming,”
she continued.

“Most farms replace their
past to make way for the fu-
ture. What makes Rendleman
Orchards unique is that we’ve
preserved our buildings and
adapted them over time. Each
structure tells a story of the
hundreds of people who’ve
worked here to bring in each
season’s harvest.

“What began as an effort
to list the main farmhouse on
the National Register grew
into something much larger:
a historic district comprising
of 41 structures, with 34 con-
tributing historic properties.

“Today, Rendleman Or-
chards stands as the only farm
in the United States that is
still privately owned, by the
original founding family, list-
ed on the National Register of
Historic Places, designated as
its own historic district, and
still actively operating as a
commercial farm.

“But today is not a finish
line, it’s a beginning. A multi-
year commitment to further
develop this into a historic
destination where agriculture,
tourism, stewardship and
food production intersect,
strengthening both our local
economy and our shared
history.

“We are grateful for our
neighboring businesses and
partners who help make
Southern Illinois a place peo-
ple want to visit and return to.”

Sirles said Friday’s gather-
ing represented “something
far greater: the dedication,
preservation and belief in the
importance of this place.”

She closed her message
by giving recognition to “our
Rendleman Orchards team,
many of whom have been
with us for decades, with
generations of their own fam-
ilies working alongside ours.
And to our community: thank
you. Your unwavering loyalty
has made this achievement
possible.”

The marker that was un-
veiled Friday is a temporary
version of the official design
of a cast aluminum marker
which is in final production.

Telling the Story

The marker which was

unveiled Friday tells the story
of the Rendleman Orchards
Historic District:

“This property was placed
on the National Register of
Historic Places by the United
States Department of the In-
terior in 2025. Established in
1873, Rendleman Orchards
represents a rare and enduring
example of a multi-genera-
tional family farm in Union
County, llinois.

“John and Isabella Rend-
leman purchased the original
88-acre tract after migrating
from North Carolina and rec-
ognized in Alto Pass’s rolling
hills a landscape ideally suited
for orchard cultivation. Over
more than 150 years, the farm
expanded to 800 acres of or-
chards, woodlands, fields, and
farmsteads that remain under
continuous Rendleman family
ownership and operation. The
enterprise adapted to evolving
agricultural practices, techno-
logical advances, and chang-
ing economic conditions,
emerging as one of Illinois’s
leading peach-producing op-
erations.

“The historic district en-
compasses five farmsteads
containing 42 buildings and
structures, including 34 con-
tributing resources dating
from the mid-nineteenth
through the early twentieth
centuries. Residences, barns,
packing sheds, and agricul-
tural outbuildings reflect the
architectural styles, construc-
tion methods, and farming
technologies typical of South-
ern Illinois.

“Eligible under National
Register Criterion A for its
significance in agriculture
and commerce, Rendleman
Orchards illustrates historic
patterns of land use, labor,
production, and rural enter-
prise from 1873 to 1975. The
district retains integrity of
location, design, setting, ma-
terials, workmanship, feeling,
and association.

“Rendleman Orchards
stands as a testament to the
resilience, innovation, and
stewardship of a Southern II-
linois family whose continued
presence sustains one of the
state’s largest historic peach
orchards and a lasting lega-
cy of American agricultural
heritage.

“Sponsored by Rendleman
Orchards, Southernmost Il-
linois Tourism Bureau and
The Illinois State Historical
Society.”

” Pastor Wanted
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Cache Chapel and Cross Roads non-
denominational churches in Ullin are seeking
a part time Pastor who is knowledgeable in the
Bible, available for 2 morning services and a
weekly Bible study starting in September.

If interested, contact 618-306-0655, 618-534-5289
or Cache Chapel Church on Facebook.

7

Union County Alliance of Churches
Recommendations

| The AOC needs teachers who can show us how to
help kids learn to read. We want to help, call us.

2 John 3:16 Ministries,“The Cure”, for drugs/alcohol
addiction, john3 [ 6thecure.com/admission/ FREE

3 “The Old Depot” 6 pm. Free dinner, live praise,
fellowship, everyone welcome, come as you are.

Questions call Alliance of Churches (618)-614-2974

Counsel in the Court

Need help und
your court case:
Appointments avail
Call to schedule
618-833-5913
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April marks alcohol
awareness month

The National Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Depen-
dence (NCADD) sponsors
Alcohol Awareness Month
every April to “increase
public awareness, provide
education, and advocate for
effective prevention, treat-
ment, and recovery services
to support individuals and
communities affected by
substance use issues.”

This month recognizes
individuals struggling with
alcoholism and the negative
effects of alcohol. It also
aims to raise awareness and
eliminate harmful stigmas
surrounding alcoholism. The
observance reminds us that
every person has value, re-
gardless of their circumstanc-
es, and that it is never too late
to seek and receive help for
substance abuse.

Alcohol Awareness Month
is also a call to address and
prevent underage drinking,
especially among teenagers.
NCADD reports: “The age
when individuals first start
drinking alcohol is crucial,
as it can influence their future
health and social outcomes.
Early initiation of alcohol
consumption has been cor-
related with a higher like-
lihood of facing challenges
in both academic and social
spheres.”

The Illinois Liquor Control
(ILCC) urges all parents,
guardians, and educators to
have open and honest con-
versations with the young

people in their lives. “It’s not
too early or too late to talk
to your teens about alcohol.
Informed teens make better
decisions,” said Illinois Li-
quor Control Commission
Executive Director, Lisa
Gardner.

There are many resources
available in Illinois from
more than 163 Illinois De-
partment of Human Services
(IDHS) funded and licensed
organizations, and more than
900 licensed facilities by
contacting the Illinois Help-
line (call 833-234-6343 or
text "HELP" to 833234).

Follow the ILCC on so-
cial media this month to
learn more about preventing
underage drinking, starting
conversations with teens
about alcohol, how alcohol
affects health, and more.

The Illinois Liquor Control
Commission’s mission is to
protect the health, safety,
and welfare of the people
of Illinois through careful
control and regulation of the
manufacture, distribution,
and sale of alcoholic liquors
and through the development
of strategies to reduce youth
access to alcohol products
and the provision of training
and education on responsible
beverage service.

To learn more about the
ILCC and its divisions, vis-
it www.ILCC.Illinois.gov.
To submit a tip or complaint
to the ILCC’s Enforcement
Division, click here.

March heat hits 95
degrees in region

Temperatures during
March in the Southern Illi-
nois, Southeast Missouri and
Western Kentucky region
were well above normal. The
National Weather Service of-
fice in Paducah reported in a
climate review for the month
that precipitation was varied
during March.

Temperatures

Temperatures averaged
well above normal by 8 to
9 degrees. The entire region
observed one of its top five
warmest months of March
on record. Paducah and Cape
Girardeau registered their
second warmest March on
record.

There were only six to
seven days that observed
below-normal temperatures,
with the most noteworthy
stretch on March 16 to 17,
when highs were only in the
30s and lows dropped down
into the upper teens to lower
20s.

Numerous days were ob-
served with highs reaching
the 80s, particularly during
the latter half of the month.
Highs reached well into the
80s on the 20th through 22nd,
26th and 31st. The Weather
Service office reported that
record high temperatures
were established at most
of its climate sites on those
five days, including all-time
March records in Paducah
and Cape Girardeau.

The warmest March tem-
perature on record in the
Paducah office’s 58-county
forecast area was broken on
March 21, with a reading
soaring to 95 degrees in Van
Buren in Southeast Missouri.
The previous March record
was 94, recorded in 1929
in Harrisburg in Southern
Illinois.

Twenty-five daily record
highs and 14 record warm
lows were set or tied across
the Paducah office’s climate
stations for the month.

Precipitation

Precipitation was wet-
ter than normal across the
northern half of the region,
with amounts ranging from

4 to 7 inches, and localized
readings over 8 inches. The
highest observed amount in
the Paducah office’s forecast
area was 8.17 inches at a
CoCoRaHS site in Pulaski
County in Southern Illinois.
Meanwhile, much of
Southeast Missouri and
Western Kentucky, partic-
ularly those areas closer to
the Arkansas and Tennessee
borders, were drier than
normal, with amounts only
in the 1.5- to 3.5-inch range.
So, while the northern
half of the region finished
anywhere from near normal
to 2 inches wetter than nor-
mal, the south tier was 1 to
3 inches drier than normal.
This led to drought condi-
tions worsening across the
region’s southern counties
as April arrived. Moderate
to severe drought conditions
expanded in those areas.
Windy Month
March also was a very
windy month, with numerous
days with wind gusts reach-
ing 30 to 40 miles per hour
and even higher. Paducah
registered 213 hours with
wind gusts of 20 mph or
greater. This was the most
on record for any month of
the year, with hourly wind
data available back to 1997.
The previous record was 200
hours in March 2025.

Cobden students reach reading goals
for March

Cobden Elementary School has announced the names of the students who have reached their goals for the
month of March in the school’s Accelerated Reading program. Students were required to read books and take
comprehension tests on a computer to achieve their points. Photos provided.
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25 Point Club

Back row, from left, Conrad Herron, Gabe Sellers, Bradlee Smith, Braxton Baseden, Allie Stringer, Jack Gibson,
Freddie Zachary and Mylie Silliman. Front Row, Ella Chamness, Blakely Bartholic, Scarlett Brumleve, Hadley
Johnson and Delyth Miller. Not Pictured: Everly Crawford.

50 Point Club

Back Row, from left, Tadeo Nava, Johnie Mason, Miguel Garcia, Nancy Godinez, Lexi Jackson, David Amezquita
and Alissa Carlsen. Front Row, Elvis Muniz, Jonathan Easton, Waylon Tolson and Holden Hess. Not Pictured:
Angel Palmerin.

100 Point Club

From left, Troy Williams, Loralei Miller and Harper

Stringer.

Overnight closure of I-57 planned

The Illinois Department of
Transportation has announced
an overnight closure of Inter-
state 57 in Williamson and
Franklin counties as part of an
ongoing bridge improvement
project.

Beginning, weather permit-
ting, at 7 p.m. Monday, April
13, I-57 will be closed in both
directions between exit 65
(West Frankfort) and exit 59
(Johnston City).

The closure is necessary to
safely install structural beams
for the bridge carrying Stiritz
Road over 1I-57, located just
north of Johnston City.

A marked detour will be
in place to guide motorists
around the closure. Northbound

and southbound traffic will be
directed to Illinois 37 between
exit 59 and exit 65.

Flaggers, message boards
and other traffic control devices
will be used to guide motorists
through the detour.

All lanes are expected to
reopen by 7 a.m. Tuesday,
April 14,

Motorists should expect de-
lays and are encouraged to
use alternate routes during
this closure. Drivers are urged
to reduce speed, be alert for
changing conditions, obey all
construction signage, and re-
frain from using mobile devices
while approaching and travel-
ing through the work zone.

Over the next six years,

IDOT is planning to improve
7,107 lane miles of highway
and 8.4 million square feet of
bridge deck as part of Rebuild
Illinois, which is investing
$33.2 billion into all modes of
transportation. Accomplish-
ments through Year Six of
Rebuild Illinois include almost
$20.8 billion of improvements
statewide to 21,309 lane miles
of highway, 815 bridges and
1,181 additional safety im-
provements.

For IDOT District 9 updates,
follow us on the social media
platform X at @IDOTDis-
trict9 or view area construction
details on IDOT’s traveler in-
formation map on GettingA-
roundlllinois.com.

The Cat's Meow

from the Cobden Spay and Neuter Coalition

Tomorrow is our flash
tattoo and chair massage
fundraiser at Ascendant
Moon in Anna from 12 to
7 p.m.! Amanda will have
amenu of designs to choose
from for $80 each, with a
portion of that donated to
Spayapalooza. Massage by
Meredith will be a 10-min-
ute chair massage for $16
with a portion of that also
donated. What fun this
will be!

We’re a little over half-
way through Spring 2026
Spayapalooza, with a goal
of fixing 100 cats and rais-
ing the necessary $10,000
to fund the effort. We have
already exceeded our half-
way goal for fixing cats
through our TNVR and
subsidized programs. We
have the other half already
scheduled during April,
BUT we do not currently
have the funds to complete
our campaign.

Please join us in our
fundraising efforts by at-
tending our events, and
by donating generously to
CSNC. We are doing our
best to minimize the heart-
ache and suffering of an-
other out-of-control kitten
season. Please follow and
support our work. It’s not
that we don’t adore those
precious, innocent, loving
little balls of fur. It’s that
a huge number of them,

especially those born to
feral mommas, do not live
the lives we hope for them.
They are hunted, neglected,
run over, mistreated, and on
and on. We have to have
your help to stop this.

We are also continuing
to visit various city and
village boards and civ-
ic groups to request their
support. CSNC is a 501c3
nonprofit organization, and
donations are tax-deduct-
ible.

Please visit our website,
cobdenspayneutercoalition.
org, or our facebook page
to see what we’re up to.
You may drop off, call in,
or send donations to our
account at Meller-James
& Associates, send your
gift online through give-
butter.com, or mail them
to CSNC, P.O. Box 542,
Cobden, IL 62920. If more
convenient, you may also
drop off donations for us at
Kiki’s in downtown Anna.

Spay/Neuter/Adopt com-
panion animals. Mean-
while, if you see a com-
panion animal in need,
in trouble, or suffering,
please, please call someone
before it’s too late for them.
Call your local animal con-
trol office, the police, or the
Sheriff’s Dept. It IS your
business if an innocent be-
ing who cannot speak for
himself needs your help!
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Obituaries

Inge Lang

Inge Lang, age 79, of Ur-
bandale, passed away on Sat-
urday, March 28, 2026 at
home with her daughter by
her side.

She was born on March 25,
1947 to Wilhelm and Olga
Louise (Vitt) Gansen in Bin-
gen, Germany. She married
Glen L. Lang, Sr.in Germany.

She was a member of the
former First Southern Bap-
tist Church in Cairo and had
worked as a Cook at Cairo
High School.

Survivors include her
daughter, Pamela Burton;
four grandchildren, William
Lang, Irene Lang, Joe Cashan,
and Jamie Author; five
great-grandchildren, Maddi-
son, Parker, Jayden, Willow,
and Carter; one sister-in-law,
Dee Dee (Francis) Pettit; one
nephew, David Francis (Gina)

) Pettit; and
rain one niece,

Cathy

(George) Monan.

Along with her parents and
husband, she is preceded in
death by her daughter, Sha-
ron McCoy; and son, Glen L.
Lang, Jr.

Private services were held,
with burial at the Mound City
National Cemetery in Mound
City, I11.

Crain Funeral Home in
Cairo is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Donald Gene Lemaster

Donald Gene Lemaster,
known to family and friends
as Don, of Winter Garden,
Fla., passed away on April
1,2026.

Don was born on April 7,
1934 in Johnson County, Il1.,
to Lloyd and Gladys (Webb)
Lemaster.

He graduated from An-
na-Jonesboro Community
High School in 1951 and later
attended DePaul University
in Chicago, Ill.

On May 26, 1956, Don
married Norma Hill, with
whom he shared a devoted
marriage and family life.

Don proudly served in
the United States Army. His
service included assignments
at Fort Carson, Colo.; Fort
Ord, Calif.; and Camp Desert
Rock, Nev., where his com-
pany supported 21 nuclear
bomb tests conducted in the
Nevada desert.

Following his military ser-
vice, Don worked for 38
years with American Can
Company. In his free time,
he enjoyed golfing and jok-
ingly reminding his son that
he achieved three “holes-in-
one” in his lifetime. Don was
also a lifelong, enthusiastic
fan of the St. Louis Cardinals.

Don is survived by his
wife, Norma; his son, Brett;
his daughter-in-law, Jill; and
his granddaughter, Allison,
all of Winter Garden, Florida.

He is also survived by
his sister, Loretta Millton of
Anna, Ill., along with many
nieces and nephews.
RENDLEMAN  Don was

& HILEMAN preceded
FuneraL Homes  in death by

his mother,
Gladys Le-
master of
Anna, Il1.;
his sister, Louise Knowles of
Algonquin, IlI.; and his broth-
er, Joe Lemaster of Granite
City, IIl.

Graveside funeral services
will be at 10 a.m. Friday,
April 10 at the Anna Cem-
etery. Graveside military
rites will be conducted and
interment will follow.

After the cemetery service
everyone is invited to Los
Dos Gallos in Anna for fel-
lowship and meal.

Friends may call from 6
p-m.to 8 p.m. Thursday, April
9 at the Rendleman & Hile-
man Funeral Home in Anna.
Memorial contributions may
be made to the Wounded War-
rior Project. Envelopes will
be available at the funeral
home and the cemetery.

To view the obituary and
leave online condolences for
the family, visit www.rendle-
manhilemanfh.com.

Rendleman and Hileman
Funeral Home in Anna in
charge of arrangements.

View ObituariesOnline at
dnnanews.com

Darrell Warren

Darrell Warren, age 87,
of Anna, formerly of OlI-
ive Branch, passed away on
Wednesday, April 1, 2026 at
Memorial Hospital in Car-
bondale, I11.

He was born on July 1,
1938, the eldest of 11 children,
to Elige and Lois (Robison)
Warren in Pulaski, II1. On
Sept. 27, 1963, he married
Pearl Simmons.

Darrell was owner and
operator of Warren’s Tree
Service, starting when he was
14 and working until his late
70s providing jobs for dozens
of people needing work.

He also worked as a struc-
tural steel painter of bridges
and water towers.

Darrell was a six-time Na-
tional Goose Calling Cham-
pion and worked as a hunting
guide and goose caller for
Patton and Marlin Hunting
Clubs in Alexander County.

Survivors include his wife
of over 62 years, Pearl; five
siblings, Shirley Dunn, Danny
Warren, Rick Warren, Terry
Warren, and Tim Warren;
along with many nieces and
nephews.

He was always the proud
big brother of the family,
looking out for his siblings
and their children in any way

g(/p he could.
rain He would
wneral fiome drop what-

ever he was doing if one of
them needed help.

Along with his parents,
he is preceded in death by
his brothers, Johnny Warren,
Buddy Warren, Link Warren,
Clint Warren; and sister, De-
loris Martin.

Funeral services were held
on Monday, April 5 with
Rev. Ken Wilson officiating
at Crain Funeral Home in
Tamms.

Interment was held on
Tuesday, April 6 at Green
Lawn Memorial Gardens in
Villa Ridge, I11.

The family requests with
gratitude that memorials be
made to Pearl.

Crain Funeral Home in
Tamms is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Carolyn Sue Holm

Carolyn Sue Holm died on
March 30, 2026, in Eugene,
Ore., at the age of 78.

Born Carolyn Sue Vinson,
she lived a life centered on
learning, family, friendship,
and faith.

She graduated from Trigg
County High School in Cadiz,
Ky., and went on to Murray
State University, where she
earned an undergraduate de-
gree, a master’s degree, and
completed advanced graduate
coursework in education.

Carolyn devoted much of
her professional life to teach-
ing speech and literature,
spending most of her career at
Shawnee Community College
in Ullin, Ill. She also taught
at Shawnee High School in
Southern Illinois and Hop-
kinsville High School in West-
ern Kentucky.

She loved literature, lan-
guage, and ideas, and she
shared those gifts generously
with her students for over 30
years.

She was a faithful member
of St. Matthew By the Lake
ELCA Lutheran Church in
Benton, Ky. and Emmaus
ELCA Lutheran Church in
Eugene, Ore.

She is survived by her sis-
ter, Anne Vinson Wamser of
Raleigh, N.C.; her son, David
Leonard Bradley 1V, and his
wife, Carolyn Bradley, of
Cheshire, Conn., and their
daughters, Allison Bradley
and Katherine Bradley; her
son,John Vinson Bradley, and
his wife, Annie Cole-Bradley,
of Eugene, Ore., and their chil-
dren, Anna Bradley and Isaac
Bradley; her stepdaughter,
Kim Giltner, and her husband,

% £

Brian Giltner, of Metropolis,
I11., and their children Zachary
Giltner and Madison Giltner;
and her stepson, Kris Holm,
and his wife, Regina Holm,
of Paducah, Ky., and their
children Catherine Holm, Lily
Holm, and Cooper Holm.

Carolyn is also survived
by her lifelong friend, Robert
Collie of Fairdealing, Ky.

She was preceded in death
by her husband, John Ted
Holm; her brother, John Rob-
ert Vinson III; her mother,
Doris Peal Vinson; and her
father, John Robert “Jack”
Vinson Jr.

Alocal service will be held
in Eugene, Ore., with a me-
morial in Kentucky to follow
at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests that memorial
contributions be made in
Carolyn’s memory to Hosea
Youth Services, 834 Monroe
Street, Eugene, OR 97402,
phone 541-344-5583, or on-
line at hoseayouth.org.

The family is grateful for
the love, prayers, and kindness
shown during this time.

County Line News

(Mill Creek and Upper Elco)

Member of P.A.S.T. of Union
County met on Tuesday, March
31, for its regular monthly
business meeting, with nine
members present. Bids were
submitted for brochures and
other printed items. Additional
bids for repair or replacement
of gutters are still being sought.
Bids for replication of items to
be sold as fundraising events
were discussed and further
research is underway. New
directories were distributed to
board members.

Event topics were discussed,
with the months of June, July,
August, and October being
possible times. A yard sale will
be held on Saturday, April 18 at
8 a.m. The next meeting will be
held on April 28 at 6 p.m.

An overnight trip to St. Louis
last week netted our family
the collection of my youngest
child from the airport. She
came home for Easter and other
meetings. Thank goodness my
eldest had planned ahead and
booked a room near the airport
so we wouldn’t be traveling late
at night. A good idea since it
stormed like crazy and she had
adelay in Chicago that added an
hour to her flight time. That bed
was most welcome, as was the
fresh start the next day.

Of course, part of that next
day included shopping. The
rain had stopped at that point,
not that the weather improved.
The winds were so wicked
last Thursday that part of the
molding on the side of my
vehicle started ripping loose.
Thank goodness it was noticed
and we secured it well enough
until we arrived back home and
repaired it.

My shoulders and neck were
another matter, as I fought the
wind for control of my lane
the whole way home. Traffic
was light thank goodness and
some of the construction was
completed. Seems like no trip
to St. Louis is complete for
me without weather issues or
hideous traffic.

Mill Creek Baptist Church
held regular Bible Study last
Wednesday night; Maundy
Thursday services on Thurs-
day; and Easter Sunrise ser-
vices, a breakfast, and regular
services afterwards. Each
service walked us through
activities during what we’ve
come to know as Holy Week.

Brother Bobby Richardson
encouraged us all to read all
four of the gospel accounts
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John) to receive a full under-
standing of what was going
on during that week. We were
also blessed to witness the
baptism of David Atherton
after regular services on Sun-
day, which made it even more
special. How wonderful to
accept the blessing of salva-
tion on Easter Sunday! We
are so happy to have him join
God’s family and our church,
as well.

At our house, Easter after-
noon was filled with a lot of
photos, too much food, too
many sweets, lots of laughs,
and a cruise through social
media apps to see our other

News from

Anna First Baptist Church

Anna First Baptist Church
had a Good Friday Service on
April 3 at 6 p.m.

Jeanie Denny sang “Were
You There” as we remember
the Sacrifice Jesus made for us
on the Cross.

Pastor Lupe’s message was
titled, “Today in Paradise.”
Highlights included, Jesus
turned to a broken man and
spoke words of unmatched
grace. “Today, you will be with
Me in paradise.” In that mo-
ment, salvation was not earned
by works, but received through
simple genuine faith. The thief
had nothing to offer but a repen-
tant heart, and Christ gave him
everything—eternal life.

This powerful exchange
reminds us that the very day a
person receives Jesus, they are
secured in eternity with Him,
Heaven is not a distant hope
for the believer, but a promised
reality that begins the moment

we trust in Christ.

We can only say Thank You
to the King of Kings and Lord
of Lords for His Saving Grace
on the Cross for each one of us.

‘We met for Worship on Res-
urrection Morning, April 5,
with Matthew Lopez doing
our opening Prayer and doing
a devotional on Resurrection
Morning.

Vickie Wagner did our Call
to Worship which was on Res-
urrection Morning.

Mary stood outside the tomb
crying. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb and
saw two angels in white seated
where Jesus’ body had been,
one at the head and the other
at the feet. They asked her,
“Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord
away.” She said, and I don’t
know where they have put
Him.”

At this, she turned around

and saw Jesus standing there,
but she did not realize that it
was Jesus.

“Woman,” He said “why are
you crying?” Who is it you are
looking for?”

Thinking he was the garden-
er, she said, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where
you have put him, and I will
get Him.”

Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She
turned toward him and cried out
in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which
means ‘Teacher)

Mary Magdalene went to the
disciples with the news; “Thave
seen the Lord!”

On the evening of that first
day of the week, when the
disciples were together, Jesus
came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you!”

After this he said this, he
showed them his hands and
side.

The disciples were overjoyed
when they saw the Lord.

Taken from - John 20: 11 —
16, 18 —20.

Our Worship Teams led in

three songs, “Risen,” “Death
Was Arrested” and “Amazing
Grace.”

Pastor Lupe’s sermon title
was, “He is Risen — Now
What?”

Highlights included, be-
cause of the Resurrection of
Jesus, we are no longer bound
by the weight of our past, but
are given a brand-new life
through His victory over sin
and death.

What once condemned us
has been conquered, and now
we walk in freedom, knowing
the grave has no final say over
us.

The same power that raised
Christ from the dead now
lives in us, giving us strength
to overcome, to endure, and
to live transformed lives. Our
identity is no longer defined
by who we were, but by who
we are in Him---redeemed,
restored, and made new. Be-
cause He lives, we don’t just
have hope for eternity, we have
purpose, power, and peace for
today.

After our Worship Service,
we, as a Church Family shared
together Our Lord’s Supper,
remembering what Our Lord did
for each one of us on Calvary’s
Cross.

Our Sunday School begins
at9 am. and is for all ages, Our
Worship Service and Children’s
Church begins at 10:15 a.m. on
Sunday morning. Our bus runs
for both of these services. You
may call our church office to be
put on a list to ride our bus.

We have other programs you
may be interested in, please ask
about these when you call.

Our church is located at 409
Morgan Street in Anna, Illinois.
Our phone number is 618-833-
5416

Our Facebook is/AnnaFirst-
BaptistChurch. Our email is
fbcanna409@gmail.com

Our “Church Family” warm-
ly invite you to all of our Wor-
ship Services. We pray God will
bless you and your family, please
call or come by if we can pray
with you or help you in you walk
with Our Lord.

By Suzan Harvel

family and friends' households
and how they dressed and
celebrated. As usual, the kids
seem to grow up too fast.

We did have some drama
that night when my mother-in-
law took a fall and we ended
up spending four hours in the
Emergency Room. Six stitch-
es and a lot of tests (all good,
thank God) later, we all re-
turned home and went to bed.
Getting up Monday morning
was rough, however. Falls at
any age are bad, but she turns
91 this Wednesday and every
bump is cause for a bruise. So
this fall has really left a mark.

In addition to prayer being
asked for Shirley Harvel, we
also lift up Emily Stoner, Ken
Pearson, Mark Kaufman,
Sharon Meneese, and Dillon
Hathy for health concerns.

Members of the Daniel
Chapman Chapter of Daugh-
ters of the American Revo-
lution will host their annual
Awards Program on Monday,
April 13 at 1 p.m. at First
Christian Church, 200 Mallard
Lane, in Anna. Winners of
DAR American History, Good
Citizens, Quilts of Valor, and
other scholarships will be an-
nounced and awarded, along
with other awards at that time.
Regular business meeting will
follow afterwards.

The Village of Mill Creek
will meet for its regular board
meeting on Tuesday, April 14
at 7 p.m. at the Village Hall.

For all those procrastinators
out there, remember taxes are
due on Wednesday, April 15.
Better hurry!

Union
County
Fixin’s

Easy No-Knead Dinner
Rolls

1 cup warm water

1 package rapid rise yeast

2 tablespoons sugar

2 1/4 cups flour (can use half
white and half wheat)

1 teaspoon salt

legg

2 tablespoons soft short-
ening

Cooking spray

4 tablespoons melted butter

In a glass bowl, dissolve
yeast in warm water.

After it foams stir in sugar,
3/4 cup of the flour, and the
salt. Beat until smooth.

Add egg and shortening.
Stir to thoroughly combine and
then add rest of flour.

After mixing, scrape down
sides of the bowl with spatula
and cover with a tea towel and
place in oven with the oven
light on for about 30 minutes
or until doubled in size.

Grease 12 muffin tin cups
with cooking spray.

Stir down dough and spoon
into muffin cups.

Cover with tea towel again
and return to oven with oven
light on to rise again, approxi-
mately 30 minutes.

Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Bake for 15-20 minutes. Brush
with melted butter and enjoy.

Anna VFW
announces April

events, blood drive

The Veterans of Foreign
Wars Carroll P. Foster Post
No. 3455 of Anna will host
several upcoming events open
to the public, offering op-
portunities for community
involvement, entertainment
and dining.

An American Red Cross
blood drive is scheduled from
12:30 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
April 9, at the Anna VFW.
Community members are en-
couraged to donate and help
provide the “gift of life” to
those in need.

Live music continues Fri-
day, April 10, with Mystify
performing from 7 to 11 p.m.

On Sunday, April 12, Star
Karaoke will provide enter-
tainment from 3 to 7 p.m.

The VFW will also host
Taco Tuesday from 5 to 7 p.m.
on April 14, with food avail-
able for purchase. The public
is welcome to attend all events.
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